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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  TRIESALLAW,  NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L  listservers; 
Newsgroups : alt . native , soc . culture . native , alt . activism; 

UUCP  & Genie  (General  Electric)  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include j in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"Many  proposals  have  been  made  to  us  to  adopt  your  lawSj  your  religionj 
your  manners  and  your  customs.  We  would  be  better  pleased  with  beholding 
the  good  effects  of  these  doctrines  in  your  own  practiceSj  than  with 
hearing  you  talk  about  them." 

Chief  Old  Tasselj  Tsalagi  (Cherokee) 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  ConfederacieSj 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitutionj 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


If  you  accept  the  words  of  the  dominant  society,  this  is  a time  of 
renewal.  It  is  a time  to  wipe  the  slate  clean,  repair  old  injuries,  and 
start  a new  year  with  full  grace  and  good  intentions. 

I know  there  is  much  about  myself  that  could  benefit  from  such  a renewed 
spirit . 

Let  us  believe  for  just  this  moment  the  words  are  sincere.  Let  us  for 
just  this  moment  believe  the  intention  is  real. 

In  this  moment  may  I suggest  some  things  the  dominant  society  might 
consider  worth  cleaning  up? 

- Free  Leonard  Peltier.  He  has  served  a longer  sentence  for  "possibly 
abetting"  a crime  than  most  do  for  committing  the  actual  crime. 

- Get  the  BLM  away  from  the  Hopi  and  Dine,  and  let  these  good  Nations 
come  back  into  balance  with  one  another. 

- Get  the  Park  Service  away  from  Wounded  Knee.  The  Lakota  know  full  well 
how  to  keep  that  which  is  Sacred  to  them. 

- Send  Peabody  Mining  back  to  England.  They  have  holes  to  dig  in  their 
own  backyard.  Maybe  some  of  them  are  not  Sacred. 

- Consider  doing  something  with  deadly  nuclear  waste  other  than  dumping 
it  on  the  Mescalero. 

There  are  many,  many  more  I might  suggest;  but  if  just  one  or  two  of  those 
I have  listed  come  to  be  this  will  be  a better  year. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc . ape . org 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Silent  Thunder 

- Native  Prison  Guard  Harassed 

- Peltier  Thanks  Supporters 

- Leonard  Peltier:  Feb  6 Action 

- Parole  Commission  Letter  for  Peltier 

- Nez  Perce  Struggle  to  Retain  Artifacts- 

- Arvol  Looking  Horse 

- Poem:  Silenced  Hearts 

- Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Silent  Thunder"  

Date:  Fri,  29  Dec  1995  14:18:14  -0500 
From:  Hairfire@aol . com 
Sub j : Silent  Thunder  (Drum) 

Chautauqua  Newsletter<Ondamitag@aol . com> 

Thought  you  would  like  to  read  the  following: 

SILENT  THUNDER  to  be  heard  in  Court 

I will  go  to  court  again  on  December  20th  for  playing  my  drum  too  loud  on 
my  own  front  yard.  On  Oct.  28  at  1:30pm,  Silent  Thunder  - the  group  I drum 
with  - was  preparing  for  the  Ridgecrest  PowWow,  tuning  out  PA  system.  After 
about  45  minutes,  a Kern  County  Sheriff  officer  arrived,  walked  up  on  the 
front  lawn  and  asked  for  the  owner.  I told  him  I was,  and  he  told  me  he 
would  have  to  cite  me  for  disturbing  the  peace. 

I explained  to  him  that  I am  American  Indian  and  asked  him  if  he 
understood  what  we  were  doing.  He  said  yes,  and  told  me  that  his  wife  and 


Another  letter  for  Leonard  Peltier 
Chiapas:  Important  Meeting 
Elem  Indian  Colony 
Wounded  Knee: 

Francis  lansen  Sculpture 
Crazy  Horse: 

MCLU  Opposes  Minnesota  Ban 
Response  to:  Last  of  my  Clans 
Hi  ge  se  s di(Selu  Dream) 

There  Is  This  Dream 


children  are  American  Indian,  but  he  had  to  do  his  job.  I asked  him  if  we 
could  get  a warning,  but  he  explained  that  the  person  complaining  about  the 
drum  music  had  called  the  police  three  times  before,  which  I don't  believe. 

I had  to  go  down  to  the  sheriff's  station  to  get  fingerprinted.  The 
officer  never  gave  me  my  Miranda  rights.  I appeared  in  court  on  Nov.  29  in 
Mojave,  before  Commissioner  John  Dean.  He  offered  me  a $405.  fine  and  two 
years'  probation  if  I would  plead  guilty.  I pleaded  not  guilty;  we  did 
nothing  wrong. 

The  Four-Winds  Inter-tribal  Council  of  the  Indian  Wells  Valley,  chaired  by 
Duanita  Ratliff  is  helping  to  pay  for  my  attorney,  Mark  Cheuvront  of  Santa 
Barbara.  My  case  has  brought  television  news  crews  from  Los  Angeles  and  has 
been  reported  in  the  Antelope  Valley  press  and  the  Mojave  News.  Supporters 
will  gather  at  9:30am  on  Dec.  20  in  front  of  the  courthouse,  1775  Highway  58, 
in  Mojave,  prior  to  my  second  hearing.  We  will  sing  and  drum  and  say  a 
prayer . 

+++++++++++++++UPDATE+++++++++++++++++++++ 

Update  from  Pete  Trevino,  Dr.  of  Silent  Thunder  Drumming  Group. 

I'd  like  to  thank  the  more  than  60  people  who  came  to  support  me  in  Mojave 
on  December  20th  when  I appeared  before  Commissioner  Dohn  Dean  at  the  East 
Kern  Municipal  Court  in  Mojave.  Nancy  Edwards,  an  Ojibway  spiritual  leader, 
led  us  in  a prayer  ceremony  after  the  arraignment. 

The  misdemeanor  charges  against  me  for  drumming  in  my  front  yard  were 
reduced  to  an  infraction  for  noise  violation,  with  a penalty  of  $250  to  $675. 

I pleaded  not  guilty  and  I will  go  to  trial  before  a judge  on  Dan  25th  at 
9am  in  Mojave  (1775  Highway  58). 

I received  a lot  of  support  during  this  time,  and  I appreciate  it  very 
much.  The  Four  Winds  Inter-Tribal  Council  of  Indian  Wells  Valley,  chaired  by 
Duanita  Ratliff  is  helping  to  pay  my  legal  expenses.  My  number  is  (805) 
822-5799.  Again,  thanks. 

We're  ready  to  take  this  all  the  way. 

"RE : Native  Prison  Guard  Harassed"  

Date:  Mon,  1 Dan  1996  07:33:08  -0800 
From:  cdm  <cdm@azstarnet . com> 

Sub j : Native  Prison  Guard  Harassed 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Here's  a request  for  help  I received  that  someone  may  be  able  to  work 
with...  I am  also  bouncing  a copy  to  Robert  Williams  at  Tucson... 

Peter 


Allen  Gainey,  a friend,  is  currently  in  the  midst  of  an  8 year 
battle  first  of  all  to  stop  harassment  by  prison  officials  for 
his  participation  in  sweat  lodge  ceremonies  (he's  a prison  guard 
who  also  happens  to  be  Apache/Seminole),  and  second  of  all  to 
receive  compensation  for  the  failure  of  the  feds  to  give  him 
any  promotions  or  pay  raises  since  he  protested.  He  remains 
at  a very  low  step  on  the  salary  rung,  has  been  suspended  on 
trumped  up  charges  without  pay  several  times--this  led  to  his 
having  to  file  for  bankruptcy- -and  has  just  recently  been  put 
on  a kind  of  "whenever  we  need  you,  haul  your  butt  over  here" 
work  schedule. 

He  was  barred  from  sweats,  and  filed  suit  8 years  ago  after  the 
usual  channels  for  grievances  failed.  The  more  he  pursued  this 
case,  the  more  the  harassment  heated  up.  At  this  point,  letters 
have  been  sent  around  the  country  and  even  to  judges,  attempting 
to  prove  that  Gainey  isn't  an  "enrolled"  Native  American,  etc. 

This  case  has  consumed  Allen  for  8 years,  and  I think  it's  time 
he  found  real  representation . We're  in  Tucson,  and  if  you  know 
of  any  lawyers  or  organizations  that  might  be  interested  in  this 
case  or  if  you  have  any  suggestions  as  to  how  he  should  proceed, 
please  contact  me  ASAP! 


Cynthia  M.  Dagnal-Myron 
cdm@azstarnet . com 


- — "RE:  Peltier  Thanks  Supporters"  

Date:  Fri,  29  Dec  95  21:07:31  GMT 
From:  lpdc@idir.net  (Lisa  Faruolo) 

Sub  j : Peltier  Thanks  Supporters 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Leonard  Peltier  has  phoned  the  LPDC  National  Office  to  ask  that  we  post  a 
message  from  him  to  his  wonderful  supporters.  He  wants  to  say  thank  you  to 
everyone  who  helped  to  prevent  his  transfer  to  the  USP  in  Atlanta,  GA  and 
diverted  the  move  to  Springfield.  He  insists  that  together  we  saved  his 
life.  He  adds  that  he  is  being  treated  very  well  at  the  facility.  He  does 
not  want  supporters  and  friends  phoning  the  medical  facility  because  he  does 
NOT  want  to  jeopardize  his  situation.  However,  he  appreciates  letters, 
photos  and  cards  which  can  be  sent  to:  Leonard  Peltier,  89637-132, 
Springfield  Medical  Facility,  1900  W.  Sunshine,  Box  4000,  Springfield,  MO 
65808 


"RE : Leonard  Peltier:  Feb  6 Action"  

Date:  Tue,  2 lan  1996  00:04:59  -0500 
From:  lpdc@idir.net 

Subject:  LEONARD  PELTIER-FEB  6 ACTION 

IMPORTANT  INFO  FROM  THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE: 

There  has  been  some  confusion  about  the  two  separate  events  that  are  being 
planned  on  Leonard's  behalf. 

The  first  event  will  take  place  on  February  6,  1996  (which  marks  the  twentieth 
anniversary  of  Leonards  capture  in  Canada).  We  will  be  organizing  outside  of 
the  local  FBI  field  offices,  and  will  be  distributing  fliers  on  Leonard's 
case  and  the  FBI  misconduct  which  surrounds  it.  This  WILL  NOT  be  a civil 
disobedience  action.  The  February  6th  Action  is  too  closely  timed  near  the 
decision  of  the  parole  commission,  therefore  Leonard  and  his  attorneys  have 
requested  for  his  supporters  to  just  use  this  day  to  educate  the  people  and 
not  to  outrage  them.  If  you  are  interested  in  the  February  6th  Action  please 
contact  us. 

The  second  action  is  planned  for  March  20,  1996.  This  WILL  be  a civil 
disobedience  action!  It  is  being  organized  by  The  National  Committee  for 
Nonviolent  Civil  Disobedience  to  Free  Leonard  Peltier.  You  can  contact  them 
at:  "Free  Peltier  Now",  P.0.  Box  76609,  Wash.,  DC,  20013-6609. 

Please  spread  the  word  as  to  the  agenda  of  these  two  separate  events  to 
ensure  the  best  chances  for  Leonards  parole. 

The  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee 
P.0.  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
913-842-5774 

"RE:  Parole  Commission  Letter  for  Peltier"  

Date:  Sat,  30  Dec  1995  10:15:44  -0500 

From:  R2HSQ@VM1. CC.UAKRON.EDU 

Sub j : Parole  Commission  Letter  for  Peltier 

United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd. 

Suite  420 


Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 

FAX:  (301)  492-6694 

Dear  Commissioner, 

Although  the  format  of  the  following  letter  may  be  unorthodox,  it's 
message  is  striking,  even  for  a long-time  supporter  of  Mr.  Peltier's  such  as 
myself.  Please  read  the  quotations  presented  below,  and  consider  their 
sources . 

TOP  TEN  REASONS  LEONARD  PELTIER  SHOULD  BE  FREED,  IN  THE  WORDS  OF  THE 
GOVERNMENT. . . 

10.  "The  United  States  government  must  share  in  the  responsibility  for  the 
Dune  26  firefight...  It  appeared  that  the  FBI  was  equally  to  blame  for  the 
shootout..."  - Gerald  Heaney,  Senior  ludge  in  the  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals,  in  a letter  supporting  clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

9.  "We  can't  prove  who  shot  those  agents...  Aiding  and  abetting  whoever 
did  the  final  shooting.  Perhaps  aiding  and  abetting  himself.  And  hopefully 
the  jury  would  believe  that  in  effect  he  had  done  it  all.  But  aiding  and 
abetting  nevertheless."  - Prosecutor  Lynn  Crooks  in  Court  of  Appeals, 

October  15,  1985. 

8.  "But  can't  you  see...  that  what  happened  happened  in  such  a way  that  it 
gives  some  credence  to  the  claim...  that  the  United  States  is  willing  to 
resort  to  any  tactic  in  order  to  bring  somebody  back  to  the  United  States 
from  Canada.  And  if  they  are  willing  to  do  that,  they  must  be  willing  to 
fabricate  evidence  as  well."  -Dudge  Donald  Ross,  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals,  referring  to  the  coerced  and  perjured  affidavits  used  to  extradite 
Leonard  Peltier  from  Canada.  Transcript  of  the  proceedings  (oral  arguments) 
in  US  v.  Peltier,  CR  C77-3003  "Motion  to  Vacate  Dudgement  and  for  a New 
Trial,"  at  7326-7. 

7.  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  teletype  dated  October  2,  1975, 
indicating  that  (FBI  ballistics  expert)  Evan  Hodge  had  performed  a firing  pin 
test  on  the  Wichita  AR-15  (claimed  by  the  government  to  have  been  Leonard 
Peltier's)  immediately  after  he  received  it  and  compared  it  to  the  cartridges 
found  at  the  scene.  Contrary  to  his  trial  testimony  that  the  test  was 
inconclusive,  this  memo  conclusively  stated  that  the  rifle  contained  "a 
different  firing  pin"  from  the  weapon  used  in  the  firefight.  This 
exculpatory  evidence  was  withheld  from  the  defense,  and  only  discovered  years 
after  the  trial  with  the  release  of  documents  via  the  Freedom  of  Information 
Act. 

6.  "There  are  only  two  alternatives...  to  the  government's  contention  that 
the  .223  casing  was  ejected  into  the  trunk  of  Coler's  car  when  the  Wichita 
AR-15  was  fired  at  the  agents.  One  alternative  is  that  the  .223  casing  was 
planted  in  the  trunk  of  Coler's  car  either  before  its  discovery  by  the 
investigating  agents  or  by  the  agents  who  reported  the  discovery.  The  other 
alternative  is  that  a non-matching  casing  was  originally  found  in  the  trunk 
and  sent  to  the  FBI  laboratory,  only  to  be  replaced  by  a matching  casing  when 
the  importance  of  a match  to  the  Wichita  AR-15  became  evident."  - Dudges  of 
the  Appeals  panel.  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  "Appeal  from  the  U.S. 
District  Court  for  the  District  of  North  Dakota,"  op.  cit.,  p.  16. 

The  Court  recognized  that  key  evidence  against  Leonard  Peltier  could  only 
have  been  fabricated,  but  went  on  to  say  "We  recognize  that  there  is  evidence 
in  this  record  of  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  some  FBI  agents,  but  we  are 
reluctant  to  impute  even  further  improprieties  to  them." 

5.  "The  jury  agreed  with  the  defense  contention  that  an  atmosphere  of  fear 
and  violence  exists  on  the  reservation,  and  that  the  defendants  arguably 
could  have  been  shooting  in  self-defense.  While  it  was  shown  that  the 
defendants  [Dino  Butler  and  Bob  Robideau]  were  firing  guns  in  the  direction 
of  the  agents,  it  was  held  that  this  was  not  excessive  in  the  heat  of 
passion."  - Dury  Foreman  Robert  Bolin,  after  the  acquittal  of  Butler  and 


Robideau  for  their  roles  in  the  firefight. 


4.  Leonard  Peltier  was  targeted  for  "neutralization"  by  the  FBI  years 
before  the  firefight;  in  1972  two  off-duty  Milwaukee  police  officers  beat 
Peltier  and  then  had  him  charged  with  attempted  murder.  This  occurred  after 
one  of  the  officers  had  shown  a picture  of  Peltier  to  his  girlfriend  and 
boasted  of  "catching  a big  one  for  the  FBI."  (U.S.  v.  Peltier,  CR  77-3003-1, 
U.S.  Court  for  the  District  of  North  Dakota,  November,  1990,  p.  12). 

Both  incidents  were  entirely  consistent  with  the  FBI's  COINTEL  program, 
which  targeted  any  individuals  or  groups  with  political  voices. 

3.  "...[L]ittle  has  been  done  to  solve  numerous  murders  on  the 
reservation,  but  when  two  white  men  are  killed  'troops'  are  brought  in  from 
all  over  the  country  at  a cost  of  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars."  - Civil 
Rights  Commission  Chairman  Arthur  3.  Flemming  on  the  reaction  to  the  FBI 
agents'  deaths  in  (his  words  again),  "an  extreme  over-reaction  which  takes 
on  aspects  of  a vendetta... a full  scale  military  type  invasion"  of  Pine  Ridge 
Indian  Reservation. 

2.  "...  the  FBI  [was]  determined  to  get  the  AIM  movement  and  completely 

destroy  it."  - Dudge  Fred  Nichol,  after  presiding  over  the  "Wounded  Knee 
Leadership  Trial,"  quoted  in  NY  Times,  Sept.  17,  1974. 

1.  "We  don't  know  who  shot  those  agents"  - Prosecutor  Lynn  Crooks  in 
Court  of  Appeals,  Nov.  9,  1992,  p.  12  of  oral  arguments  transcript. 

I urge  you  to  rededicate  the  continuance  of  this  longstanding  injustice 
rather  than  embrace  and  support  the  corruption  from  which  it  grew.  I urge 
you  to  free  Leonard  Peltier  as  soon  as  humanly  possible. 


A copy  of  this  letter  is  being  sent  to  the  Parole  Commission  at  the  above 
address  via  regular  mail.  Feel  free  to  mail  or  fax  a copy  of  it  with  your 
own  signature,  or  your  own  letter  in  support  of  Leonard  Peltier.  Also,  I am 
still  collecting  e-mail  to  print  and  send  to  the  Parole  Commission  as  well. 

Feel  free  to  sign  and  send  me  a copy  of  this  letter,  any  others  I've  posted, 
your  own  letter,  or  the  sample  letter  from  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee. 


"RE : Nez  Perce  Tribe  Struggles  to  Retain  Artifacts"  

Date:  Mon,  01  Han  1996  14:52:48  -0800 
From:  amt@teleport.com  (Planet  Peace) 

Sub j : Nez  Perce  Tribe  Struggles  to  Retain  Artifacts 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, alt . activism 

[Posted  on  behalf  of  Douglas  Nash, 

Chief  Legal  Council  for  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe] 

Nez  Perce  Tribal  Committee 
P.O.  Box  305 

Lapwai,  Idaho  83540-0305 

Nez  Perce  Tribe  Struggles  to  Retain  Artifacts 

Nez  Perce  Tribal  Executive  Committee  Chairman,  Samuel  N.  Penney,  said  that 
the  Nez  Perce  Tribe  "Will  make  every  possible  effort"  to  insure  that  a 
valuable  collection  of  Nez  Perce  artifacts  remains  on  the  Nez  Perce 
Reservation  very  near  the  location  where  they  were  acquired  from  tribal 
members  almost  150  years  ago. 

In  1836,  Reverend  Henry  H.  Spalding  established  a mission  at  the 
confluence  of  Lapwai  Creek  and  the  Clearwater  River  in  the  territory  of 
the  Nez  Perce  Tribe.  Spaulding  began  acquiring  items  of  Nez  Perce 
clothing,  horse  gear  and  other  items  he  termed  "curiosities"  and  sent  them 
to  his  friend,  Dudley  Allen  in  Ohio.  Historical  records  make  it  clear  that 


Spalding  and  other  missionaries  used  acquisitions  like  these  to  help 
finance  the  operation  of  their  missions  through  the  sale  of  items  in  the 
eastern  United  States  and  Europe. 

A collection  of  some  19  artifacts  now  known  as  the  Spalding-Alien 
collection,  came  to  be  possessed  by  the  Ohio  Historical  Society.  In  1979, 
some  140  years  after  they  were  obtained  by  Spalding,  they  were  returned  to 
Nez  Perce  country  pursuant  to  a loan  agreement  with  the  Nez  Perce  National 
Historical  Park.  Nez  Perce  National  Historical  Park  is  headquartered  on 
the  Nez  Perce  Reservation  at  a site  that  includes  the  original  location 
of  Spalding's  mission  which  is  presumably  where  Spalding  acquired  the 
items.  Pursuant  to  an  annual  agreement  between  the  Ohio  Historical  Society 
and  the  Park,  the  loan  was  extended  on  an  annual  basis  since  that  time. 
Earlier  this  year,  the  Ohio  Historical  Society  indicated  that  it  wanted 
the  collection  returned  by  December  31,  1995,  pursuant  to  the  agreement. 
This  means  that  the  collection  will  have  to  be  specially  prepared  and 
shipped  by  December  15,  1995,  for  it  to  reach  Ohio  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  nineteen  items  in  the  collection  include  two  women's  dresses,  a pair 
of  men's  leggings,  a childs  cradle,  six  pairs  of  moccasins,  three  women's 
hats,  a quirt,  three  hemp  bags,  two  men's  shirts,  a women's  saddle  and  two 
horse  or  buffalo  hair  cords.  Spalding  "documented"  the  price  paid  for  the 
items  at  a total  of  $57.90  although  it  is  almost  certain  this  did  not 
reflect  an  actual  cash  transaction,  but  at  most,  the  trading  of  some 
goods.  The  collection  was  appraised  as  having  a value  of  $583,100.00  in 
1993. 

Among  the  Nez  Perce  people  it  is  said  that  Spalding  acquired  traditional 
Nez  Perce  articles  of  clothing  and  other  items  by  teaching  that  the  use 
and  wearing  of  them  was  evil  and  the  work  of  the  devil.  Stories  about  his 
cruelty  including  the  administration  of  whippings  to  Nez  Perce  people  are 
contained  in  the  book  by  Alvin  M.  losephy,  "The  Nez  Perce  Indians  and  the 
Opening  of  the  Northwest." 

On  November  27th,  1995,  a tribal  farewell  ceremony  was  held  at  the  Nez 
Perce  National  Historical  Park  visitor's  center  where  the  collection  had 
been  on  display.  After  the  ceremony  which  was  attended  by  many  tribal 
members  and  elders,  the  collection  was  removed  from  public  display.  Tribal 
elder  Roy  White  said,  "It  is  like  losing  a relative."  Nez  Perce  National 
Historical  Park  Superintendent,  Frank  Walker,  characterized  it  as  "A  sad 
day  for  the  Nez  Perce." 

The  Nez  Perce  Tribe  has  attempted  to  secure  a commitment  from  the  Ohio 
Historical  Society  that  would  allow  retention  of  the  artifacts  with  the 
Nez  Perce  National  Historical  Park  or  some  means  of  acquisition  of  the 
collection  by  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe.  Thus  far,  the  Ohio  Historical  Society 
has  not  provided  any  definitive  response.  Tribal  officials  are  hoping  to 
meet  with  representatives  of  the  Historical  Society  this  month  to  discuss 
the  retention  or  acquisition  further. 

Representatives  of  the  Ohio  Historical  Society  have  indicated  that  they 
want  the  collection  returned  for  inspection  and  any  needed  restoration. 
Officials  of  the  Park  Service  have  said  that  the  collection  was  inspected 
by  a professional  several  years  ago  who  certified  that  the  entire 
collection  was  being  properly  maintained  and  cared  for.  Tribal  members 
are  universally  concerned  that  if  the  collection  is  returned  to  Ohio  it 
will  never  be  returned  to  Idaho  and  that  Ohio  may  will  sell  the  collection 
to  other  parties  or  overseas.  Tribal  members.  Park  officials  and  many 
others  feel  that  the  collection  belongs  in  the  Nez  Perce  National 
Historical  Park  display  at  a location  where  Spalding  acquired  the 
artifacts . 

Individuals  wishing  to  support  the  efforts  of  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe  in 
acquiring  the  Spalding-Alien  collection  are  urged  to  contact: 

Ohio  Governor  George  V.  Voinovich 
77  S.  Hight  Street,  30th  Floor 
Columbus,  Ohio  43266-0601 

Telephone  (614)  466-3555,  Fax  (614)  466-9354  and 
Dr.  Gary  C.  Ness 

Director,  Ohio  Historical  Society 


1982  Velma  Avenue 
Columbus,  Ohio,  43211-2497 

Telephone  (614)  297-2350,  Fax  (614)  297-2352. 

The  Nez  Perce  National  Historical  Park  can  be  contacted  at  (208)  843-2261 
or  by  Fax  at  (208)  843-2001. 

The  Nez  Perce  Tribe  can  be  contacted  at  (208)  843-2253  or  by  Fax  at  (208) 
843-7354. 

Additional  information  regarding  this  matter  will  be  provided  at  this 
site.  Planet  Peace  URL:  http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/,  as  it 
becomes  available. 

\Planet  Peace  http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/ 

Nothing  Real  Can  be  Threatened.  Nothing  Unreal  Exists. 

w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w 

- — "RE:  Arvol  Looking  Horse"  

Date:  Fri,  29  Dec  1995  14:18:14  -0500 
From:  Susqueh@aol.com 

Sub  j : Arvol  Looking  Horse--Keeper  of  Original  Lakota  Sacred  Pipe 

Chautauqua  Newsletter<Ondamitag@aol . com> 

Arvol  Tells  How  He  Started  on  His  Path, 

Announces  Prayer  Ceremony  Dune  21,  1996 

Following  Arvol 's  personal  recollection  is  the  announcement  he  has 
circulated  of  a world-wide  prayer  ceremony  at  sacred  sites,  to  be  held 
Dune  21,  1996.  Further  info  and  updates  will  follow  that. 

When  I was  young,  a black  widow  spider  bit  me.  The  venom  started 
spreading  and  eating  away  at  my  skin.  I remember  my  grandmother  praying 
that  I would  live,  and  it  was  the  prayer  that  pulled  me  through.  But  it 
left  a bad  scar  on  my  face,  which  made  me  very  shy  when  I was  growing  up. 

I stayed  away  from  people  because  I was  ashamed  of  the  scar.  I rode  my 
horse,  and  spent  time  sitting  on  the  hill  in  Green  Grass,  looking  at  the 
beauty  of  the  land  and  thinking  about  how  it  must  have  been  a long  time 
ago.  I'd  feel  secure  and  at  peace.  I'd  find  my  center. 

Another  time,  my  brother  died,  I decided  I wanted  to  do  something  to 
honor  him  because  he  was  so  good  at  everything  he  did.  At  that  time,  I was 

just  the  opposite,  I had  no  confidence.  The  day  he  was  buried,  I thought 

about  how  he  was  so  natural  with  horses  and  that  he  would  have  been  the 
best  rodeo  rider.  So  I made  a commitment  to  ride  rodeo  for  him,  in  saddle 
bronco  riding  that  he  loved. 

I went  to  the  rodeo  in  Deadwood,  but  my  body  didn't  feel  quite  up  to  it. 
I got  ready  anyway  because  there  were  a lot  of  friends  from  the 
reservation  who  had  come  to  see  me.  I saddled  my  horse,  and  was  feeling 
good.  I looked  up  at  the  grandstand.  I got  on  the  horse,  he  bucked  and 
went  straight  up  in  the  air.  Then  he  spun  around  and  fell  backwards- -right 
on  top  of  me.  I heard  a crack  in  my  backbone,  there,  shaking.  I couldn't 
feel  my  body.  The  ambulance  came  and  then  I was  lying  there  in  the 

hospital.  The  doctor  was  telling  me  that  I'd  never  walk  again,  that  I was 

paralyzed  from  the  neck  down.  I had  broken  three  vertebrae,  cracked  one, 
and  had  a concussion. 

I remembered  my  grandmother  once  saying  to  me  that  when  a person  is 
getting  ready  to  go  into  the  spirit  world,  their  relatives  come  to  them. 

At  different  times  I would  open  my  eyes  and  see  them  standing  there. 

Then  the  phone  rang,  and  the  voice  on  the  line  said  "I'm  your 
grandmother  and  the  people  need  you."  This  grandmother  chewed  me  out  about 
the  rodeo  and  said  I had  done  this  to  myself.  I felt  my  mother  and  father 
entering  the  room,  but  I kept  my  eyes  closed  because  I didn't  know  if  they 
were  real  or  not.  My  dad  started  talking  to  me  about  the  Sun  Dance  they 


were  having.  In  my  mind  I kept  thinking  about  my  grandmother  saying  that 
it  didn't  matter  how  many  people  prayed  for  you,  if  you  didn't  pray  for 
yourself  the  prayers  wouldn't  be  effective.  So  I was  trying  to  relax  my 
mind.  I kept  picturing  the  Sun  Dance  and  all  the  people  circling  around 
the  Tree  of  Life  in  the  center.  I prayed  so  much,  humbly,  from  my  heart. 

When  the  Sun  Dance  was  over,  my  bones  healed  back  together.  The  doctors 
couldn't  believe  it.  A week  later  I walked  out  of  the  hospital.  I knew 
deep  down  in  my  heart  that  my  prayers  had  been  answered. 


WORLD  PEACE  AND  PRAYER  DAY  - GLOBAL  HEALING:  DUNE  21st,  1996 

I,  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White 
Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  for  the  Lakota,  Dakota,  Nakota  Nation  ask  that 
all  Nations  upon  Mother  Earth  declare  Dune  21st,  1996  World  Peace  and 
Prayer  Day.  According  to  spiritual  leaders  and  Elders  who  gathered  at  the 
United  Nations  to  present  their  prophesies  - and  again  at  Six  Nations, 

Canada  - the  signs  of  Indigenous  people's  prophesies  have  shown  themselves. 
The  prophesies  tell  us  it  is  time  to  begin  mending  the  Sacred  Hoop  and 
begin  global  healing  by  working  towards  world  peace  and  harmony. 

The  birth  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  lets  us  know  we  are  at  a crossroads 
- either  return  to  balance  or  face  global  disaster.  It  is  our  duty  to 
return  back  to  sacred  places  and  pray  for  world  peace  - if  we  do  not  do 
this  our  children  will  suffer. 

At  Grey  Horn  Butte,  before  the  White  Buffalo  Woman  brought  the  Sacred 
Pipe  to  our  ancestors,  a Seer  was  traveling  in  the  Sacred  Black  Hills  - 
PaHa  Sapa,  "heart  of  everything  that  is."  The  Seer  came  upon  a large  tipi. 
When  he  went  in  the  tipi,  he  saw  the  Sacred  Pipe  in  the  North  and  the 
Sacred  Bundle  of  Bows  and  Arrows  in  the  South.  According  to  the  Star 
Knowledge  there  are  six  stars  which  designated  six  sacred  sites  within  the 
Black  Hills  - these  places  are  sacred  places  to  pray. 

We  are  told  there  is  a sacred  site  every  hundred  miles  around  Mother 
Earth.  We  ask  all  people  to  return  to  these  places  and  pray  from  their 
hearts  with  us.  The  ceremony  begins  at  10  a.m.  South  Dakota  (Mountain) 
time. 

It  has  been  decided,  according  to  the  Star  Knowledge,  that  Dune  21st  is 
the  time  to  pray.  Indigenous  people  of  Turtle  Island  will  begin  their 
spiritual  journey  on  horseback  from  Wahpeton,  Saskatchewan,  Canada  to  Grey 
Horn  Butte  (known  as  Devil's  Tower)  in  the  Black  Hills  of  Wyoming.  There, 
Indigenous  peoples  will  pray  with  the  Sacred  Bundle  Keepers  to  begin  the 
restoration  of  peace  and  balance.  We  ask  all  Peoples  to  begin  organizing 
their  ceremonies  at  their  sacred  sites  or  in  the  manner  which  they  pray  so 
that  they  will  be  praying  at  the  same  time  as  we  are  from  their  sacred 
center. 

So  far,  we  have  spoken  to  leaders  from  around  the  world  and  each  has 
committed  to  work  towards  supporting  Dune  21st,  1996.  We  ask  all  people  of 
all  faiths  to  respond  and  support  our  efforts  towards  world  peace  and 
harmony  - our  circle  of  life  where  there  is  no  ending  and  no  beginning. 

May  peace  be  with  you  all. 

19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe 
Arvol  Looking  Horse 

When  we  walk  upon  Mother  Earth,  we  always  plant  our  feet  carefully  because 
we  know  the  faces  of  our  future  generations  are  looking  up  at  us  from  beneath 
the  ground.  We  never  forget  them. 

--  Oren  Lyons,  Onondaga  Nation 

Circulated  by:  --[Image]--Michele  Lord,  mosa@netcom.com 

Since  I posted  the  original  story  of  Miracle's  birth,  some  Native  artists 
have  been  inspired  by  the  event,  even  though  the  particular  prophecies 
represented  are  in  the  traditions  of  another  Native  Nation  (Lakota).  As 
Arvol  expresses  above,  it  seems  to  speak  a sign  of  hope  for  everyone. 

+ A picture  that  Cherokee  artist  Donald  Vann  was  inspired  by  Miracle's 


birth  and  the  old  stories  to  paint.  He  calls  it  The  Blessing. 

+ A Canadian  Onondaga  artist,  Arnold  Aron  Jacobs,  was  also  inspired  by 
Miracle's  birth.  Here  are  --Two  prints  of  paintings  inspired  by  the  recent 
birth  of  Miracle  They  show  Petsanwin  with  the  Pipe  and  the  form  of  the 
white  calf. 

BigFoot  Riders 

Arvol  is  one  of  the  founders  of  the  BigFoot  riders,  hundreds  of  whom 
made  a cold  ride  in  1990  to  memorialize  the  massacre  of  BigFoot' s band  at 
Wounded  Knee,  around  Christmas,  in  1890  on  what's  now  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation.  A video  --  "Wiping  the  Tears  of  7 Generations"  --  of  this  was 
made  that  won  the  1991  American  Indian  film  festival  "best  video"  award. 
It's  available  ($29.95  for  schools  and  private  use;  $85  if  you  plan  to  give 
public-for-pay  showings)  from  the  makers,  Kifaru  Productions,  800/400-8433. 
They  have  a commercial  web  page  which  is  a catalog  describing  this  and 
other  videos,  books,  tapes.  Kifaru  also  maintains  a non-profit  corporation 
that  donates  from  its  revenues  to  many  Indian  causes;  they  have  a web  page 
too,  called  Dream  Catchers.  Right  now,  their  order  info  doesn't  work.  You 
can  call  for  a catalog  (or  orders)  to  800/400-84336 

The  BigFoot  Riders  (often  accompanied  by  Arvol,  carrying  the  Pipe  for 
them)  have  become  a permanent  spiritual  organization.  Over  Labor  Day,  they 
came  from  Canada  with  7 horses  (and  Arlo)  to  a Wiping  of  Tears  ceremony 
sponsored  by  the  Lower  Sioux  tribe  (and  Dakota  Open  School)  memorializing 
the  38  Dakota  who  were  hanged  as  a result  of  a rebellion  caused  by  losing 
most  of  their  land  and  being  cheated  of  treaty  payments  and  food,  in  1862. 
There  was  a 70-mile  run  from  Mankato,  where  the  hangings  took  place  at 
Christmas,  1862,  to  Birch  Coulee  Park,  site  of  a victory  by  the  Dakota 
forces  on  September  2,  1862.  The  BigFoot  Riders  met  the  runners  at 
midnight,  halfway,  and  escorted  them  back  to  the  campsite  and  powwow 
ground.  The  runners  ran  all  night  and  arrived  before  dawn  Saturday  for  a 
purification  sweat  and  a ceremony.  The  Tribe  furnished  food  for  the 
runners  --  who  included  several  women,  and  elder  Emmet  Eastman 
(Yanktonnais  Dakota),  who  has  run  the  equivalent  of  twice  round  the  world 
in  the  cause  of  peace  and  justice,  and  several  big  feeds  for  those  who 
attended  the  "Gathering  of  the  Kin"  powwow  after  the  ceremony.  There  was  a 
pretty  good  crowd  for  a Labor  Day  weekend  doings  with  no  prize  money. 

People  attended  this  one  for  other  reasons. 

The  very  movingly  Saturday  at  the  powwow  about  the  spiritual  education 
that  is  taking  place  among  the  BigFoot  Riders,  who  include  a number  of 
youths  who  take  part  for  a short  while,  as  well  as  those  with  long-term 
commitments . 

Saturday  night,  it  was  hot,  humid  and  there  were  zillions  of  mosquitos 
from  the  wooded  park  and  nearby  stream.  Low  clouds  made  us  fear  rain.  When 
it  was  fully  dark,  one  of  the  Drums  began  to  play  a beautiful,  sad  song 
honoring  both  the  Riders  and  those  who  have  perished.  Silver  edged  ragged 
clouds,  and  a fat  crescent  moon  showed  herself,  dancing  among  them.  In  an 
amazing  optical  phenomenon,  fuzzy  circles  from  the  Jackpot  Junction  Casino, 
miles  away,  somehow  swung  around  and  circled  the  moon,  dancing  (this 
wasn't  done  by  moving  the  spotlights,  which  were  on  automatic,  the  air, 
moisture,  moon,  or  song  did  it,)  The  ground  lights  were  turned  off.  The 
clouds  went  away.  So  did  most  of  the  mosquitoes.  There  was  dancing  by 
moonlight,  then;  that  very  fat  crescent  moon,  different  from  how  I've  ever 
seen  it,  gave  a lot  of  golden,  warm  light,  not  silvery  like  a high-up  moon 
light  usually  is. 

The  BigFoot  Riders  and  their  horses  returned  to  Saskatchewan;  I'm  not 
sure  what  they're  memorializing  there,  because  of  my  ignorance  of  Canadian 
First  Nations  history.  I will  try  to  keep  this  page  updated  with  news 
about  the  June  21  world-wide  prayer  ceremonial,  and  would  appreciate 
receiving  email  about  it  from  those  involved  in  preparing  for  it.  As  Arvol 
says  in  his  announcement 

The  White  Buffalo  painting  by  Cherokee  artist  Jack  Vance  is  running 
along  with  a gallery  of  other  paintings  by  this  artist  and  other  Native 
artists  at  Power  source  Native  American  Art  & Education  Center  Jacbos'  Two 
Turtles  web  gallery  had  only  the  2 Ptesanwin  prints  when  I saw  it.  He  may 
be  adding  more  of  his  work,  too. 


RE:  Poem:  Silenced  Hearts 


Date:  Fri,  29  Dec  1995  16:54:08  EST 
From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Sub j : To  Dream 

UUCP  email 

We  were  taught  to  believe  that  the 
Great  Spirit  sees  and  hears 
everything,  and  that  he  never 
Forgets;  that  here  after  he  will  give 
every  man  a spirit-home  according  to  his 
deserts. . .This  I believe,  and  all  my  people 
believe  the  same. 

Chief  Joseph,  Nez  Perce 

The  Dream 

Ah,  great  it  is  to  believe  the  Dream 
As  we  stand  in  youth  by  starry  stream; 

But  a greater  thing  it  is  to  fight  life  through. 
And  say  at  the  end,  "The  Dream  is  true!" 

-Edwin  Markham 
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Listen  to  the  winds... 

.with  your 

heart . . 

they  whisper  the  sacredness  of  all  Dreams...  Brooke 


— "RE:  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  - 

Date:  95/12/29  22:26 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

GE  Electronic  Mail 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  January  7-13 

IANUALI 

(January) 

(Kaelo) 

7 

I am  reborn  in  the  image  of  my  fathers  and  mothers. 

8 

The  spirit  of  the  land  guides  me  in  every  choice  that  I must  make. 

9 

This  land  is  born  of  fire  and  ocean  and  wind.  In  my  mind  is  the  fire  of 
knowledge;  in  my  blood  run  the  currents  of  the  ocean;  in  the  wind  do  I hear 


the  song  of  my  spirit. 


10 

The  rumble  of  the  volcano  is  like  the  beating  of  a great  heart. 

11 

The  gift  of  knowledge  is  never  diminished. 

12 

In  the  neverending  cycles  of  the  land  is  my  spirit  renewed. 

13 

This  is  the  place  where  rainbows  are  born. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Han  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  lanet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

GE  Electronic  Mail 

Wow,  folks.  Couldn't  find  but  one  event  listed  online  over  the  holidays. 
That  one  was  a great-sounding  workshop  led  by  Dohn  Around  Him,  which  I 
(having  heard  some  of  his  ceremonial  song  tapes)  would  have  loved  to 
have  been  able  to  attend.  Unfortunately,  it  was  last  weekend  and  more 
than  half  a continent  away  ::sigh::. 

Luckily,  new  copies  of  Spike  and  News  from  Indian  Country  --  my 
two  best  resources,  were  waiting  in  my  mailbox  today,  so  we  have  some 
offerings  from  the  print  media. 

From  The  Spike: 

(First,  I'd  like  to  make  something  clear  here  --  I don't  and  can't 
republish  every  listing  in  the  Spike  here,  don't  include  more  than  a 
fraction  of  the  information  about  events  it  contains,  nor  would  I 
want  to.  limmy  Boy  Dial  goes  to  a LOT  of  effort  and  expense  to  make 
this  information  available  in  this  newsletter,  and  it  wouldn't 
be  fair  for  me  to  make  subscribing  unnecessary.  I encourage  those 
of  you  on  the  East  Coast  who  enjoy  powwows  to  subscribe  to  The  Spike. 
Subscription  is  $36/year  for  12  issues.  Send  to  The  Spike,  P.O. 

Box  368,  Milltown,  N3  08850.  Phone:  1-908-656-0074) 

3an  13-14  Brooklyn,  NY.  Manhattan  Indian  Council  Festival. 

Info:  718-832-4484 

3an  14  Braintree,  MA.  Mass  Center  for  Native  American  Awareness, 

Inc.  Mid  Winter  Papsaqoho  Powwow. 

Info:  617-884-4227 

3an  5-7  Okeechobee,  FL.  American  Indian  Cultural  Festival  and 

Dance. 

Info:  800-999-6710 

From  News  from  Indian  Country: 

3an  20-21  Milwaukee,  WI.  4th  Fund  Raising 
Info:  414-643-0650 

3an  20-21  Ashville,  NC.  1st  Smokey  Mountain 
Info:  704-628-0003 

3an  26-28  --  4th  Annual  Conference  of  Traditional/Professional  American 
Indian  Women  - Sacramento  CA.  For  more  info,  contact 


American  Indian  Women's  Association,  P.0.  Box  607,  Auberry, 
CA,  93602  (Orie  Medicinebull) . Phone  207-855-2705  or 
fax  209-955-2695 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Danet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Doe  Quickie,  Brooke  Craig,  Lisa  Faruolo, 
Cynthia  M.  Dagnal-Myron,  Pete  Trevino,  Dr. (via  Hairfire),  Michelle  Lord, 
Douglas  Nash(via  Andrea  Thein,  Web-Diva,  Planet  Peace),  Dordan  Dill, 

Tony  Cohen,  Robert  Gough(Release) , Ted  Burton,  Susqueh,  Dulia  White, 
saiic@igc.apc.org  (South  and  Meso  American  Indian  Rights  Center), 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


"RE:  Another  letter  for  Leonard  Peltier" 


Date:  Sun,  24  Dec  1995  01:54:49  EST 
From:  r2jsq@vml.cc.uakron.edu  (Doe  Quickie) 

Sub j : DEC  24  - Another  letter  for  Leonard  Peltier 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd. 

Suite  420 

Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 

FAX:  (301)  492-6694 

Dear  Commissioner, 

I am  writing  to  urge  you  to  parole  Leonard  Peltier  as  soon 
as  humanly  possible.  Never  has  a case  of  government  misconduct 
been  so  thoroughly  documented  yet  this  misconduct  at  the  same 
time  been  so  thoroughly  ignored.  The  actions  of  the  government  - 
the  FBI  in  particular  - on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  the  1972- 
1976  period  make  L.A.  Detective  Mark  Fuhrman  look  like  a boy 
scout  earning  his  citizenship  badge. 

Examples  of  the  government  misconduct  cited  above  (but  far 
from  a comprehensive  list)  include: 

+ Leonard  Peltier  was  extradited  from  Canada  based  on  a 

perjured  affidavit  which  had  been  coerced  by  FBI 
agents . 

+ The  judge  barred  most  of  the  overwhelming  amount  of 

evidence  in  Peltier's  defense. 

+ The  judge  allowed  FBI  agents  to  perjure  themselves  by 

giving  statements  that  contradicted  their  own  written 
reports  and  their  own  testimony  at  the  earlier  trial  of 
two  other  men  who  were  acquitted. 

+ An  FBI  agent  testified  about  key  ballistics  evidence 

while  his  own  memos  - suppressed  until  well  after 
Peltier's  conviction  - showed  his  testimony  to  be 
untrue. 

Leonard  Peltier  was  sentenced  to  two  consecutive  life 
sentences,  without  ever  having  a fair  trial.  Despite  FBI 
documents  demonstrating  that  the  original  evidence  against  him 
was  falsified,  he  has  been  denied  all  appeals.  The  prosecutor 
has  admitted  in  court  on  several  occasions  that  he  does  not  know 
who  shot  the  agents.  Yet  Leonard  Peltier  remains  in  prison. 


Leonard  Peltier  has  widespread  support  from  around  the 
world:  over  25  million  people  have  signed  petitions  for  his 
release:  he  has  the  support  of  over  50  members  of  the  US 
Congress,  50  members  of  the  Canadian  Parliament,  Amnesty 
International,  the  National  Association  of  Christians  and  lews. 

Bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  Nelson 
Mandela.  Also,  the  Canadian  Justice  Ministry  is  currently 
investigating  the  circumstances  of  Peltier's  extradition. 

I urge  and  beseech  you  to  immediately  remove  this  blight  on 
justice  in  the  U.S.  by  releasing  Leonard  Peltier. 

Thank  you  for  your  time.  I pray  you'll  make  a choice  for  justice 
rather  than  support  prejudice,  racism,  and  abuse  of  power. 

Sincerely, 


— "RE:  Chiapas:  Important  Meeting"  - 

Date:  29  Dec  1995  09:09:20  +0100 

From:  saiic@igc.apc.org  (South  and  Meso  American  Indian  Rights  Center) 
Sub j : Chiapas:  important  meeting  to  take  place  4-8  January 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

EXTRAORDINARY  AND  URGENT  MEETING  IN  MEXICO.  ALL  INDIGENOUS 
BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS,  ALL  INTERESTED  PEOPLE  ARE  INVITED  TO 
ATTEND. 


SAN  CRISTOBAL  DE  LAS  CASAS,  CHIAPAS 
JANUARY  4-8,  1996 

SPONSORED  BY  National  Indigenous  Assembly  for  Autonomy, ANIPA,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Zapatista  National  Liberation  Army  (EZLN) 

The  future  of  indigenous  communities  in  Mexico  is  to  be  outlined  in  the 
next  several  days.  The  EZLN  is  presently  involved  in  negotiating  the  rights 
of  the  indigenous  communities  of  our  country  through  panel  discussions  with 
the  Mexican  government.  The  fundamental  program  of  ANIPA  has  been  to 
establish  the  right  of  indigenous  communities  for  Self  Determination.  ANIPA 
itself  was  established  on  April  10,  1995  with  the  goal  of  elaborating  on  a 
proposal  to  change  the  Mexican  Constitution  to  incorporate  the  rights  of 
indigenous  peoples  for  autonomy.  The  issue  of  autonomy  is  a point  in  which 
ANIPA  and  the  EZLN  agree.  The  EZLN  has  considers  the  issue  of 
self-determination  and  autonomy  peremptory  within  its  panel  of  discussions. 

As  a result,  the  EZLN  is  co-coordinating  the  Fifth  National  Indigenous 
Assembly  for  Autonomy  to  be  held  January  4-8  1995  in  San  Cristobal  de  Las 
Casas,  Chiapas  at  the  National  Indigenous  Forum.  More  than  two  hundred 
organizations  and  indigenous  communities  will  participate  in  this  meeting. 

Our  fourth  assembly  which  took  place  the  7 & 8 of  December  1995,  also  in 
San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  included  more  than  500  delegates  and  numerous 
invites . 

Presently,  the  Fifth  National  Indigenous  Assembly  for  Autonomy  this  January 
4-8,  1996  includes  the  following  agenda: 

1.  Indigenous  Peoples  Rights  for  Autonomy 

2.  Guarantees  of  Justice  towards  Indigenous  Peoples 

3.  The  Political  Participation  and  Representation  of 
Indigenous  Peoples 

4.  The  Present  Situation  and  Rights  of  Indigenous  Women 

5.  Access  to  the  Different  Mediums  of  Communication 

6.  The  Promotion  and  Development  of  Indigenous  Cultures 
and  Tradition. 

Interested  parties  in  this  extraordinary  forum,  contact: 

FIP/ANIPA  (5)  783-8002,  telfax:  FIPI/Regiones  Autonomas  Plurietnicas 
de  Chiapas  (967)  869-98,  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  Chiapas. 

For  interested  parties  in  the  Mexico  City  vicinity,  contact: 

Adriana  Lopez  at  (5)  655-0463;  Teresa  Rendon  (5)  606-9750; 

Paz  Carmona  (5)  563-7313;  Javier  Nunez  (5)  674-0803; 


Rodrigo  Medellin  (5)  208-2118,  (5)  533-2491 
Airline  Mexicana  de  Aviacion  flies  to  Tuxtla  Gutierrez,  Chiapas  from  Mexico 
City.  Collective  Taxis  outside  of  the  Tuxtla  airport  charge  US$7  to  San 
Cristobal  de  las  Casas.  Once  in  San  Cristobal  the  office's  headquarters 
(Regiones  Autonomas,  formerly  the  offices  of  the  Instituto  Nacional 
Indigenista)  are  located  proximate  to  the  Santo  Domingo  Cathedral.  Please 
be  aware  that  San  Cristobal's  climate  is  cool  with  frequent  rains. 

Summarized  with  ANIPA's  permission  by  SAIIC.  Information  about  the  above 
assembly  is  also  available  from  SAIIC  tel:  (510)  834-4263,  fax:  (510) 
834-4264. 


"RE:  Elem  Indian  Colony"  

Date:  Tue,  26  Dec  1995  12:17:34  -0800 
From:  acohen@cfk.com  (Tony  Cohen) 

Sub j : Elem  Indian  Colony;  Ruling  on  Motion  to  Dismiss 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Elem  Indian  Colony 

[A  Federally  Recognized  Indian  Tribe] 

>>>  Federal  Court  Affirms  Tribe's  Right  <<< 

>>>  To  Enforce  Its  Laws  Against  Its  Chairman  <<< 

December  26,  1995 

On  December  15,  1995,  the  United  States  District  Court  for  the 
Northern  District  of  California  affirmed  the  right  of  plaintiff  Elem 
Indian  Colony  to  use  the  federal  court  to  enforce  its  Constitution, 

Bylaws,  and  Gaming  Ordinance  against  its  Tribal  Chair,  Thomas  Brown;  a CPA 
who  purported  to  be  its  casino  manager;  and  persons  claiming  to  be  Tribal 
Gaming  Commissioners. 

The  Court  rejected  defendants'  claims  that  they  were  protected  by 
sovereign  immunity;  that  the  matter  was  a mere  "internal  tribal  dispute;" 
that  the  plaintiff  was  just  a "faction"  and  not  the  Tribe  itself;  that  an 
October  meeting  had  mooted  the  lawsuit;  and  that  the  Tribe  had  to  first 
exhaust  administrative  remedies  before  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  or  the 
National  Indian  Gaming  Commission. 

Among  other  things,  the  Court's  order  specifically  found  that: 

"...  this  litigation  was  properly  authorized  by  the  tribe."  Page  8. 

"The  October  7 meeting  [purporting  to  elect  a new  Executive 
Committee,  dismiss  the  litigation,  and  fire  the  tribal  attorney]  does  not 
accurately  reflect  the  true  sentiments  of  the  tribe  and  provides  no  basis 
for  dismissal."  Page  8. 

"...  [T]he  Tribe  is  not  asking  a court  to  mediate  an  internal 
dispute,  but  rather,  to  enforce  its  resolution  of  that  dispute  over 
property  held  pursuant  to  IGRA."  Page  11. 

"...  because  the  proceeds  from  gaming  operations  are  conferred  and 
protected  by  a federal  statute,  IGRA,  these  causes  of  action  arise  under 
federal  law  and  jurisdiction  is  proper  ..."  Page  12. 

"Plaintiff  alleges  that  Brown  unlawfully  received,  retained  and 
disbursed  money  and  other  things  of  value  which  belong  to  the  Tribe; 
actions  clearly  outside  the  scope  of  Brown's  authority  and  contrary  to  the 
constitution."  Page  13. 

"Plaintiff  has  exercised  its  regulatory  authority  over  a gaming 
establishment  within  its  jurisdiction  and  initiated  a judicial  action 
seeking  to  compel  compliance  of  its  exercise  of  regulatory  authority." 

Page  15. 

Refusing  to  dismiss  the  case,  as  had  been  requested  by  defendants, 
the  Court  scheduled  a hearing  for  March  1,  1996  for  the  setting  of  a trial 
date. 

The  Tribe  still  hopes  to  resolve  this  matter  through  any  form  of 
dispute  resolution  which  will  eliminate  its  need  to  continue  using  the 
assistance  of  another  sovereign,  the  United  States.  It  took  the  drastic 
and  generally  disfavored  step  of  filing  this  litigation  in  an  outside 
forum  only  after  exhausting  its  own  internal  procedures  (through  General 


Council  and  Executive  Committee  resolutions)  and  failing  to  get  compliance 
from  defendants.  The  Elem  Indian  Colony,  like  most  tribes  in  California, 
has  no  tribal  court  and  no  tribal  police  department. 

- "RE:  Wounded  Knee:  Francis  Hansen  Sculpture"  

Date:  Sat,  30  Dec  1995  14:15:51  -0500 
From:  jsd@dickshovel.com  (Iordan  S.  Dill) 

Sub j : Wounded  Knee:  Francis  Hansen  sculpture 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

O' siyo. 

The  US  Government  is  proposing  that  a sculpture  by  Francis  Hansen 
be  part  of  the  proposed  Wounded  Knee  Tribal  Park.  This,  over  the  objection 
of  the  Wounded  Knee  Landowners  Association: 

"...the  Lakota  people  do  not  wish  to  have  the  Francis  Hansen 
sculpture  as  part  of  this  Bill.  The  people  were  not  consulted  about  this 
sculpture  and  no  one  connected  with  the  Wounded  Knee  community  or  actual 
landowners  authorized  such  a sculpture.  Should  the  Park  Service  insist  on 
locating  the  sculpture  on  Wounded  Knee  lands,  the  Lakota  Nation  now  and 
forever  disavows  any  obligation  to  maintain,  protect,  and/or  preserve  such 
sculpture. " 

Can  anyone  provide  specifics  re  this  sculpture?  If  so,  will 
appreciate  replies  to  me  directly  (jsd@dickshovel.com). 

Nvwhtohiyada . . . 
pobox.com/~jsd 
(Best  viewed  w/Netscape) 

"RE : Crazy  Horse:  MCLU  Opposes  Minnesota  Ban"  

Date:  Sun,  31  Dec  1995  04:15:21  GMT 
From:  rpgough@aol.com 

Sub j : Crazy  Horse:  MCLU  Opposes  Minnesota  Ban 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

CRAZY  HORSE:  Minnesota  Civil  Liberties  Union  Appeals  MN  Ban  for  the  Beer 
Companies . 

1996  WILL  BE  A VERY  APPEALING  YEAR!! 

On  December  27,  1995,  the  Estate  of  Tasunke  Witko  filed  its  appeal  brief 
to  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  Supreme  Court  to  obtain  jurisdiction  over  the  beer 
companies  for  their  misappropriation  of  the  Crazy  Horse  name. 

On  December  28,  1995,  the  Minnesota  Civil  Liberties  Union  (MCLU) 
announced  that  it  is  filing  an  appeal  and  constitutional  challenge  on  behalf 
of  the  beer  makers  against  the  Minnesota  law  which  prohibits  the  false  and 
misleading  use  of  an  American  Indian  leaders  name  on  malt  beverages  (such  as 
"The  Original  Crazy  Horse  Malt  Liquor"  and  "Chief  OshKosh  Beer").  The  MCLU 
is  bringing  its  well  funded  legal  strength  to  protect  the  multi-million 
dollar  brewing  interests  of  G.  Heileman  Brewing  Company,  and  the  Brooklyn 
N.Y.  based  Hornell  Brewing  Company  and  Ferolito,  Vultaggio  & Sons  against 
the  State  of  Minnesota  and  the  Lakota  Estate  of  Tasunke  Witko  (Crazy 
Horse) . 

Apparently,  the  MCLU  will  attempt  to  overturn  the  revocation  of  brand 
label  registration  issued  by  the  Minnesota  Commissioner  of  Public  Safety, 
Michael  Hordan,  on  November  28,  1995,  by  claiming  that  the  1st  Amendment  of 
the  Constitution  guarantees  the  beverage  companies  of  a right  of  "commercial 
free  speech."  They  will  likely  claim  that  the  beer  companies'  right  of 
"commercial  free  speech"  allows  their  use  of  Indian  names  on  alcohol 


products,  even  if  the  families,  who  hold  the  legal  rights  to  control  the  use 
of  their  ancestors'  names  object  to  such  use  and  have  refused  any 
authorization . 

The  Minnesota  law  does  not  prohibit  the  use  of  Indian  names,  only  the 
"false  and  misleading"  use  of  such  names.  If  a company  has  permission,  then 
the  brand  label  registration  is  allowed.  No  permission,  no  brand 
registration.  Historically,  the  property  of  Indian  people  has  been  seen  as 
part  of  the  "public  domain,"  that  is,  "simply  free  for  the  taking."  The 
State  of  Minnesota  is  a Public  Law  280  state,  which  means  that  the  federal 
government  has  delegated  certain  rights  and  responsibilities  to  the  state 
with  regard  to  legal  jurisdiction.  This  is  one  occasion  where  the  state  has 
acted  affirmatively  to  protect  the  property  rights  of  Indian  people  within 
its  borders.  Minnesota  is  an  alcohol  control  state,  and  this  state  action 
occurred  in  the  highly  regulated  area  of  alcohol  control. 

To  register  your  automobile  with  the  state,  you  must  show  proof  that 
you  own  it,  and  that  have  the  legal  property  right  to  the  vehicle.  Now  the 
state  requires  that  when  you  register  your  beer  label,  and  it  has  an  Indian 
name  on  it,  you  must  show  proof  that  you  own  the  rights  to  the  Indian  name, 
and  that  the  rights  to  the  name  belongs  to  you. 

Their  applications  for  federal  trademark  registration  have  been  refused 
twice.  The  beer  companies  have  offered  no  proof  of  ownership  to  the  name. 
They  are  reported  to  have  thought  it  up  after  seeing  "Dances  With  Wolves." 
They  apparently  improved  on  the  advice  of  Kevin  Costner  from  another  of  his 
films,  "Field  Of  Dreams":  "Name  it  after  an  Indian  and  profits  will  come!!" 

Don  Vultaggio  is  the  co-owner  of  Hornell  Brewing  and  of  Ferolito, 
Vultaggio  & Sons,  which  maker  "Arizona  Iced  Tea"  products,  which  also  use 
Indian  designs  to  market  non-alcoholic  beverages.  Mr.  Vultaggio  testified 
at  the  hearing  in  Minnesota  in  April,  and  contradicted  his  own  previous 
testimony  submitted  in  a federal  court  action,  regarding  his  company's 
intention  in  selecting  and  using  the  name  of  "Crazy  Horse"  on  the  label. 

In  federal  court,  he  gave  sworn  testimony  that:  "We  selected  the  name 
to  celebrate  a great  Native  American  Chieftain."  Yet,  in  the  legal 
proceedings  in  Minnesota,  under  oath,  the  following  exchange  took  place  on 
March  14,  1995,  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota  (Deposition  of  Dominick  3.  Vultaggio 
3/14/95  pp  107-109,  133): 

Attorney  for  the  Estate  of  Tasunke  Witko,  Robert  Gough  reading  off  the 
back  label  of  the  bottle  of  malt  liquor,  questioned  Mr.  Don  Vultaggio: 

Q.  Sitting  Bull,  Crazy  Horse  and  Custer  are  three  names  mentioned 
in  that  text? 

A.  Yes,  they  are,  sir. 

Q.  Crazy  Horse  is  named  between  Sitting  Bull  and  Custer? 

A.  Yes,  that  name  is. 

Q.  Are  these  names  that  you  refer  to  earlier  as  all  participating 
to  your  knowledge  --  in  at  least  the  Hollywood  version  of  the 
Little  Big  Horn  Battle? 

A.  I don't  know  if  Sitting  Bull  was  portrayed.  I know  Anthony 
Quinn  was  portrayed  as  Crazy  Horse  and  Errol  Flynn  was  Custer 
and  his  wife  was  Maureen  O'Hara.  But  other  than  that,  I don't 
know  who  Sitting  Bull  was  in  that  movie,  or  it  he  was. 

Q.  Do  you  have  in  any  other  Crazy  Horse  you  might  have  been 

making  reference  to,  other  than  the  one  that  you  testified  to 
was  involved  in  the  Battle  of  the  Little  Big  Horn? 

A.  The  people  who  you  claim  are  the  people  --  and  they  certainly 
are  people  --  they  are  what  I've  conjured  up  as  to  who  they 
are  and  where  they  are.  My  knowledge  of  the  West  was  of  a 
person  called  Crazy  Horse  and  a Sitting  Bull  and  a Custer,  no 
doubt  about  it.  Is  my  knowledge  of  the  West  accurate?  Based 
on  Hollywood,  I don't  know  how  accurate  that  is.  So  if  I am 
describing  a particular  Indian  on  a Sioux  reservation,  no.  I 
didn't  know  that  he  existed.  I didn't  know  where  that  Crazy 
Horse  that  I knew  of,  where  he  lived.  Or  whether  he  really 
lived,  other  than  Hollywood.  I had  never  read  any  novels 
about  him.  I don't  know  where  he  grew  up,  when  he  was  born, 
when  he  died,  who  he  led.  So,  I think  in  fairness,  it's  only 


what  we  know  and  how  we  to  ourselves  describe  the  West.  It 
doesn't  mean  it's  accurate.  And  to  my  knowledge,  there's  no 
place  called  Dakota  Hills. 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  inaccuracies? 

A.  I don't  call  them  inaccuracies.  They're  just  like  anything 
any  artist  has.  That  we  are  marketing  a product  and  we  are 
creating  an  image  accurate  in  our  own  mind.  It  is  accurate  in 
our  own  mind.  Accurate  in  the  sense  of  historically  accurate? 

I don't  know.  I doubt  it. 

A Happy  New  Year  to  ALL! ! 

"RE : Response  to:  Last  of  my  Clans"  

Date:  Tue,  26  Dec  1995  14:37:58  -0700 
From:  tedbrtn@cyberhighway . net  (Ted  Burton) 

Sub j : Response  to:  Last  of  my  Clans.... 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

MaDonna  Marie  Hughes  Snyder  whose  family  called  her  Ree,  feeling  affinity 
with  the  Bear  and  Crane  Clans  of  the  White  Oak  Point  Bands,  feeling  alone 
in  her  loss,  shared  with  us  her  sorrow. 

I have  heard  her  words.  Her  sorrow  is  great  and  touches  our  hearts.  Our  own 
sense  of  helplessness  in  the  face  of  this  sorrow  mirrors  our  own  sorrow.  So 
much  is  gone  forever.  So  much  that  in  its  day  was  a source  of  wonder, 
delight,  solemnity,  sacred  life.  The  creation  and  sacredness  of  life,  the 
rising  and  setting  of  Father  Sun  upon  Mother  Earth  amid  the  song  of  life. 

May  someday  our  vision  of  the  sacredness  and  joined-togetherness  of  all 
life  and  earth  infect  the  inert  mass  of  the  whites  as  their  smallpox  and 
influenza  and  alcohol  infected  the  People.  Possibly  we  may  subvert  them  yet 
;-)• 

Our  own  culture  and  tradition  may  be  lost,  where  our  clans  and  bands  are 

gone,  be  it  MaDonna ' s tomorrow  or  yesterday,  or  my  three  hundred  twenty 

years  ago.  Something  vital  in  the  tradition  keeps  popping  up  all  over  the 
place.  You  may  kill  my  people,  but  you  cannot  kill  their  ideas!  I hear 

those  ideas  coming  out  of  all  sorts  of  mouths,  all  over  North 

America/Turtle  Island.  The  Red  Road  is  walked  by  many,  and  I believe  the 
Creator  knows  who  walk  in  a sacred  manner,  and  who  walk  with  greed  in  their 
heart . 

If  in  any  way  I have  offended  you,  MaDonna,  please  accept  my  apology.  Your 
heartfelt  feelings  triggered  some  of  my  own. 

Thank  you  for  listening. 

Ted 

who  is  netAddressed  for,  personal  use,  as:  tedbrtn@cyberhighway.net 
and  for  business  use  as:  ciatty@cyberhighway.net 

"RE;  Hi  ge  se  s di(Selu  Dream)"  - 

Date:  Sun,  31  Dec  1995  07:47:29  -0800  (PST) 

From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Sub j : Hi  ge  se  s di 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

"The  Corn  will  not  grow  unless  you  plant  with  a good  mind"  Our 
Honorable  Brothers  the  Pueblo 

O'siyo  and  gentle  winds... 

On  this,  the  last  day  of  this  Creator  gifted  year... I sat  in  the  Sacred 
Mountains  of  the  Spirits  and  think  of  each  of  you... and  wish  to  share 
something  from  my  heart. 

Yesterday,  I went  to  the  Cherokee  Reservation ....  drove  along  part  of  the 
Blue  Ridge  Parkway ...  stopped  along  the  trail  and  walked... and  I 


sat ...  reflecting  in  the  warmth  of  the  sun... and  my  heart  wishes  to  speak  to 
you  of  these  gifts. 

Today... we  prepare  to  close  a door... and  symbolically  it  will  end  much 
in  our  lives... but  we  also  prepare  to  open  another. . .and  I hope  that  the 
words  I share  with  you  today  will  help  you  to  open  it  as  wide  as  you  can. 

Yesterday ...  I walked  the  reservation .. .the  mountains ...  listening  to  the 
leaves  sing  under  my  feet... and  I met  a fellow  traveler  in  those  mountains. 

A Park  Ranger .. .full  of  dreams.. on  the  trail  with  me... and  he  asked  me  if 
I minded  his  walking  with  me  for  awhile... and  so,  we  walked  the 
trail .. .talking  and  sharing. 

I had  been  given  some  seeds  of  the  sacred  blood  red  seed  corn... and  he 
saw  me  carrying  them  and  asked  me  what  they  meant... and  so... as  he  and  I 
walked,  I told  him  of  Selu...The  Corn  Mother... the  First  Woman.... our 
"Eve".  She  was  given  by  Creator  when  man  realized  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
alone . 

"The  Law  is  the  corn... the  people  of  the  southwest  say  this... to  be 
there  with  the  morning  star  in  that  sacred  time... to  talk  to  the  corn... to 
hear  it  talk  in  the  wind  in  the  language  of  movement .. .what  to  do.  OUt 
here  at  the  Eastern  Door,  we  say  it  is  in  the  Original  Instructions. . .This 
is  called  Democracy.  It  is  the  land... it  is  in  the  seed."  Alex  labobs... 
Karoniaktatie. 

Wilma  Mankiller  once  said.. "We  will  survive  because  we've  kept 
dancing. . .We ' ve  held  the  Center. . .We' ve  maintained  Connection."  It  is  so. 

The  Tsalagi  have  survived  because  they  have  had  the  same  strategy  for 
three  centuries:  Persistence,  Courage  and  they  live  the  beliefs.  They 
have  tried  to  take  the  best  from  both  cultures  and  create  a new 
balance. . .harmony. . .We  have  tried  to  Hi  ge  se  s di.... Making  Peace  for  the 
Earth.... and  we  have  handed  out  the  blood  red  seed  corn .. symbolic  of  life.. 

Corn. . .Selu. .. .These  tiny  kernels ...  protected  outside  by  a hard  shell 
from  life... yet,  inside  full  of  life... ready  to  burst  forth... and  grow  to 
sustain  all.  Our  sacred  corn  births  in  many  shades  from  the  blood  red 
seed... to  remind  of  of  all  nations ...  all  peoples  who  wish  to  live... to 
ripen  and  we  must  nourish  them.. plant  them  in  care. . .nourish  them... 

We  dance... in  a Sacred  Circle... the  connection  of  the  Mystery,  Nature 
and  Humanity. . .We  tell  the  stories. . .our  roots  connect  then... and  we  become 
in  harmony  with  those  who  come  to  hear  them... our  webs  weave  together .. .we 
are  as  One... and  it  is  good.... 

I walk... and  tell  him  this... and  this  man  who  is  from  another 
culture. .listens. .nods  respectfully ... .We  sit,  and  rest  a bit  on  the 
mountain  and  listen  to  the  Crows  sing  to  us.  He  asks  me  about  the  sacred 
number  of  our  People. . .Seven. . .1  tell  him  it  signified  renewal  and 
return ...  universal  harmony. . .the  seven  clans... and  I laughingly  tell  him 
that  my  birthday  is  7/7  which  I always  thought  a wonderful  gift.  We 
sit.. and  feel  the  breezes  caress  us.. warm  sun  shining  down... and  I remark 
on  how  strange  it  is  today  in  the  mountains. . .to  have  warmth ...  instead  of 
the  cold  north  winds... He  looks  at  me  and  says .. "Perhaps  today  is  a 
planting  day  for  the  corn." 

Of  course 

I ask  him.... would  you  like  to  plant  the  corn  with  me?  His  smile 
eagerly  answers ....  He  feels  we  must  find  "just  the  right  place  for  this" 
and  goes  in  search  of  a place  he  feels  the  corn  will  have  the  best  chance 
to  grow.  I stand ...  smelling  the  history  of  a Nation  in  the  corn .. .touching 
the  seeds  of  hope. .. renewal ...  and  I began  to  silently  weep  for  joy... as  I 
know  that  I was  on  this  trail  today... for  purpose. .. .for  purpose... 

He  runs  back. . .excited. . .telling  me  he  thinks  he  has  found  the  right 
spot... in  the  sun... where  the  seeds  can  feel  the  warmth  best... and  so,  grow 
tallest... I prepare  the  ground... He  kneels  with  me... I hand  him  7 
kernels... He  asks,  "Do  I need  to  say  anything  special?"  I smile.. and 
say... "lust  the  words  in  your  heart  will  do  nicely."  He  shakes  his 
head . . "No. . It  needs  to  be  special."  I remember  Marilou  Awiakta  

Our  Mother  Corn 


>From  the  corn  we  gather  the  pollen. 
The  pollen  that  is  like  gold. 


reminds  us  of  the  color  of  anointment  of  the  ancient  ones. 

Grinding  the  corn  it  reminds  us  of  heaven 
and  it  reminds  us  of  earth. 

It  reminds  us  that  Father  Sky  and  Mother  will  unite  forever. 

>From  the  corn  we  learn  to  live, 
we  learn  the  life  that  is  ours, 

by  grinding  the  corn  we  learn  the  footsteps  of  life. 

We  go  through  a purification, 
until  we  are  like  dust. 

The  corn  came  from  the  dust, 
from  Mother  Earth, 
and  it  gives  life, 
life  from  Father  Sky. 

We  are  like  the  kernel  that  comes  from  the  corn. 

With  it  we  bring  life, 
like  the  seed  of  the  corn.... 

Corn  is  the  fruit  of  the  gods, 
it  was  brought  to  us  by  the  Creator 
that  we  may  remember  him. 

Our  lives, 

we  must  remember  that  they  are  holy. 

The  corn  is  sacred. 

We  are  sacred. 

We  hold  the  seeds  of  the  gods  to  the  future. 

Fie  listens. . .nods. . .digs. .. .and  as  he  drops  each  kernel... I tell  him  the 
name  of  the  clan... and  sing  out  to  ask  for  blessing  on  this  tiny  seed  of 
life 

And  as  he  finishes. . .this  stranger  I will  probably  never  meet 
again ...  speaks  from  his  heart... 

"Creator .. .My  lesson  today  is  that  my  blood  is  the  same  color  as  these 
seeds... and  so  I ask  you  to  accept  my  lifeblood  with  each  one... as  I hope 
that  I have  given  something  sacred  back. . .which  will  grow  and  give  others  a 
gift."  I nod... it  is  a good  prayer. 

We  begin  to  walk  down  the  mountain ...  he  to  his  Ranger  car... me  to  mine. 

He  is  joking  about  the  two  of  us  being  modern  day  Johnny  Cornseed 
persons.. I catch  his  deeper  meaning... he  is  sad  we  are  parting. ...  as  am  I... 

He  pauses ...  hesitant  to  lose  this  moment... and  says  to  me.. "I  shall  not 
forget  today."  I say... "Nor  I."  For  we... of  two  worlds  have  planted 
together  a hope... 7 hopes... and  suddenly  I think,  I have  forgotten 
something. .. and  I reach  into  the  bag  and  give  him  seven  more  seeds... and 
tell  him... In  your  Journey  in  these  mountains  where  you  work... you  might 
run  into  sacred  places  that  need  these  seeds... or  others  in  their 
journey. . .to  give  them  hope... Tell  them  the  story..."  He  nods.... 

And  so.... I drive  down  from  that  mountain .. .through  the  commercial 
shops .. .taunting  low  prices  on  Indian  blankets ...  screaming  out  to  come 
spend  your  money  here. .. casinos  promising  instant  wealth ....  and  as  I drive 
back. .through  soco...past  the  ceremonial  grounds .. .which  has  a sign  "New 
Years  Eve  Party  here"... I try  to  remember  that  this  place  is  still 
sacred ...  although  you  cannot  see  it  on  the  surface... 

And  my  heart  tells  me.... to  tell  each  of  you... I wish  to  send  you  seven 
sacred  blood  seeds  to  plant... and  if  you  shall  send  me  your  address  I will 
send  them  to  you... as  my  gift  for  the  new  year  you  face... a gift  to  help 
nourish... to  continue  life... to  tell  the  story  to  others  you  might  meet  in 
your  Journey  this  new  year... Write  me... I shall  send  you  7 Sacred  Dreams... 

I stop. . .before  I turn  that  last  curve  and  see  the  sign  that 
says. . "Leaving  the  Cherokee  Reservation" ...  and  take  one  last  look  as  the 
sun  is  setting. .. .and  I yell.... as  loud  as  I can... over  that 
valley. .. SELU! ! ! SELL!!!!  And  the  echos  come  back... SELU!  SELU!  She  is 

smiling. . .She  has  heard.... and  we  shall  survive. . .all  of  us... after  all 

Gentle  winds  in  your  Journey Dance  well 


Addendum  via  UUCP  email 


O' siyo 


Forgive  please,  my  double  letter  to  you  today... but  the  most 
spectacular  thing  has  been  happening  and  I wanted  to  give  you  this 
message  and  ask  each  of  you  to  pass  it  on... to  your  circles . .your  friends. 

After  I wrote  the  story  of  Selu...I  began  to  get  letters  trickling 
in .. requesting  the  corn.. and  then.. more  came.... and  more... and  each  of 
them  shall  be  sent  the  corn... but  what  was  most  moving  to  me  was  a letter 
I received  from  a woman  who  said  this  to  me: 

I have  some  corn  left  over  from  last  years  planting. .. Tomorrow  is  my 
Woman's  Circle  and  I have  taking  it  and  giving  each  woman  7 kernels  to 
take  into  the  New  Year. 

I thought  of  this  for  a moment... and  then.. my  heart  felt  this... 

It  has  always  been  the  lifegivers  who  have  kept  the  hearts  of  First 
Nations  alive... We,  the  Women,  have  kept  families  together .. saved 
Nations. . .given  Dreams... I would  like  to  see  each  Woman  in  the  World 
given  7 corn  seeds,  each  New  Years  Day... to  symbolically  plant  new 
life... hold  the  heart  of  all  Nations  in  honor  and  peace.  I would  like  to 
see  each  man  give  these  seeds.. in  faith  and  belief .. .that  one  day  we 
shall  all  live  as  Selu  taught  us... in  love. . .together .. . 

Let  your  hearts  hear.... 

"RE : There  Is  This  Dream"  

Date:  Fri,  29  Dec  1995  16:40:30  -0800 
From:  meyna@ix.netcom.com  (Dulia  White  ) 

Sub j : There  Is  This  Dream 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

There  is  this  dream 

Of  a Native  American  village  of  many  Nations,  similar  to  "re-enactment" 
villages,  where  representatives  of  many  Nations  would  come  together  to 
live,  work  and  teach.  This  would  be  a Native  theme  part  of  sorts  where 
the  public  could  go  to  truly  learn  and  understand  the  ways,  and  walk 
among  longhouses,  wickiups,  hogans,  tipis,  chickees  and  lodges;  where 
the  people  would  be  going  about  their  daily  lives  as  they  did 
pre-contact;  where  visitors  could  watch  weavers,  basketmakers,  potters, 
silversmiths  and  crafts  people  creating  their  wonders;  where  adults  and 
children  alike  could  drop  into  a hogan  to  hear  storytellers  spin  the  old 
myths  and  legends,  or  could  stop  by  a lodge  to  learn  about  ceremony  and 
sacred  ways,  or  visit  tipis  for  lessons  in  the  old  languages;  where  all 
can  hear  spoken  history  and  learn  about  the  great  ones  of  our  Nations, 
or  go  to  the  courtyard  to  see  the  ancient  games  played,  the  foot  races 
and  horse  races;  where  a longhouse  would  become  a concert  hall  at  night 
to  give  the  indigenous  people  of  the  world  a place  to  showcase  their 
talents;  of  an  art  gallery  filled  with  the  work  of  Native  artists;  of 
an  arena  for  dancing  and  celebration  every  weekend;  of  a glorious  place 
where  the  world  can  learn  about  the  First  Peoples;  a true  gathering 
place  for  all.  There  is  this  dream,  and  I know  where  to  put  it. 

Somewhere  out  there  is  someone  to  make  it  happen.  Where  are  you? 


Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews04.002 
From:  gans@netcom.com  (Gary  Night  Owl) 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche<gars@netcom.com> 
Message-ID:  <wotanging-ikche04_002@netcom. com> 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  IND-NET,  NativeWeb,  NATIVELIT,  AISESnet 
NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L  listservers;  UUCP  & Genie  (General  Electric)  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, alt . activism 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"I  am  not  angry  at  any  particular  white  man...  But  I'm  sure 
angry  at  the  White  Man's  system  he  has  imposed  on  us." 

Rod  Skenandore,  Seneca 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I have  publicly  thanked  those  who  write  the  articles  that  appear  in 
this  simple  newsletter.  I have  thanked  you,  the  reader,  for  giving  them 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


eyes  and  hearts  to  receive  the  words  of  the  writers. 


While  it  is  dangerous  to  single  out  individuals  or  groups  when  so 
many  do  so  much  for  the  People,  there  are  a few  others  I do  wish  to  thank. 

Many  entertainers  do  benefits  and  many  stand  up  for  their  beliefs. 

The  Indigo  Girls  donated  $200,000  from  their  "Honor  the  Earth  Tour" 
to  41  Native  American  environmental  groups.  I thank  them. 

Many  of  you  wrote  letters  to  the  Attorney  General  and  Governor  of 
Tennessee,  and  the  Prosecuting  District  Attorney  regarding  the  racist 
assault  on  Mescalero  brothers  and  their  niece  that  resulted  in  the  death 
of  both  brothers  and  long  term  rehabilitation  for  the  niece.  Their 
surviving  brother,  Michael  Red  Hawk  Serna,  called  us  with  news  that  their 
assailant,  Harvey  Hester,  has  been  given  consecutive  sentences  of  25,  25 
and  12  years.  We  are  convinced  your  letters  made  this  possible.  The 
authorities  knew  they  were  being  watched.  For  my  friend,  Michael,  I thank 
you  for  those  letters. 

Leonard  Peltier  is  NOT  free,  and  should  be.  He  is  also  not  in  the  Federal 
Penitentiary  in  Atlanta,  as  the  Federal  Prison  Officials  had  intended.  His 
parole  is  being  considered.  Your  letters,  phone  calls  and  faxes  stopped  the 
transfer  to  Atlanta  and  are  keeping  pressure  on  the  Parole  Commission  to  do 
what  is  right.  I thank  each  of  you  who  wrote,  faxed  or  called  on  behalf  of 
Leonard.  I ask  you  to  continue  to  write,  call  and  fax  until  he  is  free. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc . ape . org 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Desse  Mehojah  Dr. 

- Native  Needs  Survey  Help 

- Hester  Convicted 

- Peltier  Run  Europe 

- Peltier  France 

- Leonard  Peltier  Update 

- Letter  for  Peltier's  Parole 

- Will  You  Doin  Our  Voices 

- Siggraph-97  Opportunity 

- The  Misery  is  Real 

- Review:  Solar  Storms 

- Poem:  Wanting  and  Being 
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"RE : Desse  Mehojah  Dr."  

Date:  Fri,  5 Dan  1996  09:30:22  -0600 
From:  berryj@Okway.okstate.edu  (Dohn  Berry) 

Sub j : Desse  Mehojah  Dr.  - Obit 

Mailing  List:  IND-NET  <IND-NET%WSUVM1. BITNET@cmsa . Berkeley. EDU> 

To  all. 


Kaw  City,  OK 

Desse  Mehojah,  Dr.,  last  full-blood  Kaw  tribal  chief  by  heredity,  died 
Friday,  Dec.  29,  1995.  Funeral  held  Dan.  3,  1996  Kaw  Tribal  Complex. 
He  was  born  Nov.  10,  1913  on  the  Kaw  Reservation  to  Desse  and 


Maggie  Habbenmant  Mehojah.  Educated  in  Kaw  City  schools  and  later 
attended  Box  Business  College  in  Ponca  City. 

Married  to  Eva  Cassity  on  Oct.  12,  1937  in  Bartlesville,  with  first 
home  in  Washunga. 

Employed  by  Civil  Service,  serving  as  office  supervisor  at  the 
Panama  Canal.  Past  chairman  of  Kaw  Tribe;  worked  for  BIA  in  Collidge, 
AZ,  and  in  Payne  Co.,  OK.;  also,  Phillips  Oil  Co.  and  did  pipeline 
work  before  retiring  in  mid  - 1980' s. 

Member  of  Reorganized  LDS  Church. 

Predeceased  by  parents,  one  son  Tommy;  three  brothers  and  two  sisters. 
Survivors  are  wife  of  the  home,  six  sons,  two  daughters,  16 
grandchildren,  and  23  great-grandchildren;  and  one  brother  in  AZ. 


RE:  Native  Needs  Survey  Help 


3ohn  Berry 


Date:  Sun,  7 Dan  1996  18:54:07  -0800 

From:  Alan  Mandell  <mandell@thecity.sfsu.edu> 

Sub  j : Native  needs  assessment  and  demographic  survey  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

Anybody  out  there  from  this  area? 

Should  I put  this  under  Native  Organizations?  <al> 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Sun,  31  Dec  95  00:01:41  -800 

From:  alexa  Pongracz  <alexap@knet . kootenay . net> 

To:  mandell@thecity.sfsu.edu 

Subject:  Native  needs  assessment  and  demographic  survey 

The  Lower  Columbia  All  First  Nation's  Council  is  now  conducting  a 
demographic  survey,  and  needs  assessment  of  the  West  Kootenay 
Boundary  area.  We  are  a group  of  off  reserve  natives  who  have  banded 
together  to  restore  dignity  to  our  culture,  and  to  provide  support 
for  all  natives  in  the  area.  Could  you  run  an  announcement  that  any 
person  of  native  ancestry  in  this  area  is  urged  to  contact  our  group. 
We  have  a toll  free  number  1-800-733-8777  this  no.  is  good  in  B.C. 
only.  Our  phone  number  is  604-365-4860.  Or  we  can  be  contacted  at  the 
above  e mail  address. 


Thanks  for  any  help  you  can  give  us. 

Don  Pongracz,  LCRAFNC  president 

"RE : Hester  Convicted"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Dan  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 
Sub j : Hester  Convicted 

GE  Electronic  Mail 


I have  some  good  news  this  week  for  those  of  us  who  have  been 
following  the  trial  progress  for  Paul  and  Rick  Serna's  now- 
convicted  killer,  Harvey  Hester.  The  story  has  been  told  a 
couple  of  times  in  detail  earlier  in  this  topic  and  in  earlier 
issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche.  Hester's  sentencing  was  last 
week,  and  he  was  given  a sentence  consistent  with  the 
seriousness  of  his  crimes  --  a total  of  62  years  in  prison. 

A year  and  a half  ago,  Hester  accosted  the  two  Serna  men  and 
Paul's  daughter,  Angela,  at  a swimming  hole  near  Chattanooga,  TN. 
After  Hester  confronted  them,  saying  he  didn't  want  "sand  niggers" 
(the  Sernas  are  Apache)  swimming  with  him,  and  ultimately  accused 
them  of  stealing  his  wallet,  the  Sernas  left  the  area  in  their  car. 
Hester  followed,  ramming  the  car  until  he  shoved  it  into  oncoming 
traffic,  causing  a wreck  that  killed  Paul  instantly,  and  caused 


Rick's  death  some  months  later.  (For  those  interested  in  such 
things,  no,  Hester's  wallet  was  not  found  in  the  wreckage,  and 
Angela  later  testified  having  seen  Hester  place  it  on  top  of 
his  car.)  Angela  escaped  with  her  life,  but  has  injuries  that  will 
linger.  A long  period  of  legal  foot-dragging  followed,  in  spite 
of  Hester's  long  and  active  history  of  criminal  behavior.  Paul 
and  Rick's  brother,  Michael,  made  bringing  Hester  to  justice  a 
personal  goal,  and  finally,  a year  and  a half  after  the  accident, 
he  has  seen  justice  done.  Hester  was  convicted  last  months 
of  two  counts  of  murder  and  one  of  assault  with  intent  to  kill, 
and  this  past  week  was  sentenced  to  62  total  years  in  prison 
(25  years  on  each  murder  count  and  12  on  the  assault,  to  be 
served  consecutively).  He  has  not  yet  been  tried  on  unrelated 
felony  weapons  and  drug  charges  --  which,  if  he  is  convicted,  will 
be  the  third  occurrence  of  felony  conviction  for  him  --  and  will, 
under  Tennessee  "three  times  and  you're  out"  law,  require  him 
to  serve  life  without  parole. 

Chattanooga  authorities  initially  refused  to  even  pick  up  Hester  on 
outstanding  warrants,  they  freed  him  on  low  bail  in  spite  of  the 
serious  charges  levied  against  him,  and  every  step  along  the  way 
was  met  with  delays  and  postponements.  Michael  Serna  mobilized  the 
news  media  and,  through  GEnie  and  Wotanging  Ikche,  the  online 
community  to  the  point  that  the  DA's  office  made  comments  to  him 
and  his  wife  about  the  amount  of  mail  that  was  flooding  their  office 
about  the  case.  Michael  is  positive  the  international  attention 
demonstrated  to  the  authorities  was  instrumental  in  obtaining 
more  aggressive  prosecution  of  the  case  and  a just  sentence  once 
conviction  was  obtained.  He  asked  us  to  express  his  family's  gratitude 
to  those  of  you  in  the  online  community  who  wrote  or  called. 

"RE:  Peltier  Run  Europe"  

Date:  Tue,  02  lan  1996  07:29:47  -0800  (PST) 

From:  American  Indian  Movement  <aimca@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Peltier  Run  Europe 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

FREEDOM  RUN  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER 
AND  ALL  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES 
lUNE-IULY  1996 

The  American  Indian  members  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  in 
the  U.S.  and  the  European  Support  Groups  invite  all  groups  and  organizations 
working  for  indigenous  peoples  to  join  the  FREEDOM  RUN  for  Leonard 
Peltier  and  all  indigenous  Peoples  in  1996S  as  one  of  the  actions  of  the 
United  Nations  Decade  for  Indigenous  Peoples  (1995-2004. 

Leonard  Peltier  is  an  Anishinabe/Lakota  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement  (AIM)  who  is  wrongly  incarcerated  in  the  U.S.  for  going 
join  20  years,  for  his  political  and  social  actions  concerning  indigenous 
peoples.  Peltier  is  known  worldwide  as  one  of  the  longest  help  political 
prisoners.  He  has  become  a symbol  of  the  struggle  of  Indigenous  peoples. 

Traditionally  the  Run  was  used  by  Indigenous  peoples,  in  particular  by 
American  Indians  to  carry  messages  from  village  to  village,  the  Run  was 
considered  sacred  and  in  North  America  the  staff  with  Eagle  Feather  was 
there  to  protect  the  messengers  and  to  remind  them  of  their  purpose. 

It  is  in  this  way  that  we  want  to  bring  attention  to  the  case  and  to 
indigenous  peoples'  issues.  Through  this  RUN  the  political  demands  of 
indigenous  will  be  introduced  and  presented  to  the  political 
representatives  in  Europe  and  the  people  of  the  European  Communities  will 
be  informed. 

While  the  runners  cover  the  distances  from  city  to  city,  delegations  of 
indigenous  representatives,  spiritual  leaders  and  elders  will  meet  with 
the  different  city-councils  of  the  towns  and  villages  along  the  way.  The 
indigenous  representatives  will  present  their  demands  to  the  political 


representatives  at  each  stop  and  ask  for  their  support,  the  recognition  of 
their  specific  struggle  and  freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

As  a result  of  these  meetings  we  hope  to  have  gathered  a comprehensive 
collection  of  signatures  and  statements  of  support  by  the  visited 
municipalities.  At  the  end  of  the  RUN  they  will  be  presented  to  the 
President  of  the  Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Peoples  at  the  UN  in  Geneva. 

In  addition  to  the  meetings  with  political  representatives  at  each  stop 
events  will  be  staged  to  inform  the  general  public  and  the  media  about  the 
indigenous  struggles  and  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier. 

The  RUN  will  take  place  between  Dune  and  Duly  1996.  It  will  start  in 
Paris  where  the  International  Human  rights  Declaration  was  signed.  Then 
it  will  cross  the  towns  of  Lille,  Brussels  (European  Parliament,  Bonn 
(German  Parliament),  Frankfurt,  Stuttgart,  Strasbourg  (European 
Parliament)  to  end  at  the  United  Nations  in  Geneva  during  the  Working 
Group  on  Indigenous  Peoples. 

The  organizational  committee  consists  of  Leonard  Peltier,  Anishinabe- 
Lakota,  Bobby  Castillo,  Apache/Mexica,  International  Spokesperson  for 
Leonard  Peltier,  The  European  Alliance  for  Leonard  Peltier  (EALP)  ASNA, 
Incomindios,  SWITZERLAND,  Nitassinan  CSIA-LPSG  France,  France  Liberties 
Foundation,  Tribal  Act,  Colectif  Guatemala,  Association  d ' Information  et 
de  Soutien  aux  Indiens  d'Amerique,  FRANCE.  KOLA-LPSG,  Walk  for  Mother 
Earth,  KWIA,  BELGIUM.  LPSG,  Germany,  Society  For  Threatened  Peoples, 
GERMANY.  LPSG  Italy,  Along  with  a number  of  NGOSs  from  around  the  world. 

Organizations  of  countries  that  are  not  along  the  route  of  the  RUN  are 
invited  to  participate  in  this  effort  and  are  encouraged  to  organize  link- 
runs,  walks,  horse-rides  or  caravan  from  their  countries  to  join  up  with 
the  RUN. 

We  depend  on  the  participation  of  organizations  working  with  indigenous 
peoples.  This  RUN  is  a possibility  for  you  to  lobby  for  the  issues  your 
organization  is  working  Don.  In  exchange  we  ask  for  all  participating 
groups  to  support  the  demand  for  freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

We  do  hope  that  you  will  join  the  RUN.  There  are  many  ways  to  support 
this  RUN.  Please  let  us  know  if  your  support  this  initiative  and  what 
for  of  participation  your  group  can  offer. 

North  American  Office 
AIM  California-LPDC 
CO/Bobby  Castillo 
2017  mission  #303 
S.F.  Cal  94110 
USA 

TEL  415-552-1992 

FAX  415-431-1492 

email:  aimca@igc.apc.org 

LEONARD  PELTIER  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE 
EUROPEAN  RUN  HEADQUARTERS 
2017  Mission  st.  # 303 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA  94110 

"RE : Peltier  France"  

Date:  Tue,  02  Dan  1996  07:36:29  -0800  (PST) 

From:  American  Indian  Movement  <aimca@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Peltier  France 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

French  and  Bretonne  tour 

LEONARD  PELTIER  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE 

FRENCH  AND  BRITTANY  TOUR  1996 
by  Bobby  Castillo, 

International  Spokesperson  for  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 


European  Office: 
NITASSINAN-CSIA 
BP  317 

F-75229  Paris  Cedex  05 
France 

Tel:  0033-143  56  69  98 

Fax:  0033-1  48  08  43  79 


First  of  all  I want  to  thank  Stephane  Cottier  and  Patrick  Pommie  of  the 
Association  dll  Information  et  de  Soutien  aux  Indiens  d'Amerique  (A.I.S.I  A 
),  and  Sylvann  Alasandrini  and  Fabrice  Mignot  of  Nitassinan  CISA  of  France 
for  the  hard  work  that  they  did  do  make  the  tour  in  Britonne  and  France 
such  a success.  I also  want  to  thank  Sylvianne  Raffray  of  French 
Liberties-  Danielle  Mitterrand  Foundation  for  arranging  the  appointment 
with  the  Mayors  of  Rennes,  Quimper,  Lorient  and  Nantes  along  with  the 
meeting  with  Lionel  Dospin,  General  Secretary,  of  the  Socialist  Party  and 
the  wife  of  former  President  of  France,  Danielle  Mitterand. 

In  Dune  1995  during  the  "Walk  for  Fluman  Rights  and  for  the  rights  of  the 
Indigenous  Peoples"  organized  by  the  Collectif  Guatemala  with  the  help  of 
Nitassinan  CSIA/LPSG,  where  we  had  collected  numerous  signatures  of  French 
Political  Officials  and  city  councils  resolutions  supporting  Freedom  for 
Leonard  Peltier  and  after  the  events  organized  by  Nitassinan-CSIA/LPSG  for 
Dune  26th,  in  Paris  (delegation  received  at  the  U.S.  embassy  in  the 
morning,  and  in  the  afternoon  with  Mr.  Alain  Girma,  sub-director  of  the 
North  American  division  of  the  French  Minister  of  foreign  Affairs).  I 
asked  Nitassinan-CSIA/LPSG  organize  a National  Tour  in  France.  Their 
organization  has  worked  hard,  especially  Fabrice  Mignot  and  Sylvan 
Allasandrini  to  make  this  happen.  They  have  contacted  numerous 
organizations  around  France  which  already  had  shown  support  in  the 
struggle  to  Free  Peltier.  After  receiving  the  answers  of  different  groups 
Fabrice  agreed  to  act  as  the  National  Coordinator  for  this  Tour. 

Five  months  later  this  tour  became  a reality. 

I arrived  in  Paris  on  the  29th  of  November,  then  arrived  in  Bretagne  at 
Lorient  Airport  on  the  30th.  I was  supposed  to  arrive  by  train  to  Rennes 
but  because  of  the  National  Train  strike  there  were  no  trains  anywhere  in 
France.  From  Lorient  I went  to  Rennes  and  had  a public  meeting  about 
Leonard  Peltier  at  the  Institut  Franco-American  University. 

On  December  1st,  I met  with  the  Mayor  of  Rennes  and  received  a 
resolution  asking  for  the  release  of  Leonard  Peltier.  We  then  had  a press 
conference  at  the  Club  de  la  Presse  in  Rennes.  I then  went  by  car  back  to 
Lorient  and  we  had  a Public  Meeting  at  the  Arcs  de  Queven. 

On  December  2nd  I again  traveled  by  car  to  Tregunc  and  Concarneau  where 
we  met  with  the  mayors  and  also  received  resolutions  for  Leonard.  From 
there  we  went  to  a Public  meeting  at  Le  Sterenn.  After  the  meeting  we 
went  to  a dance  which  was  really  incredible. 

There  were  so  many  young  people  all  doing  traditional  dances  to 
traditional  music.  There  were  at  least  2,000  young  people  in  the 
auditorium.  Bretagne  is  so  alive  with  culture. 

On  December  3rd  I had  a day  off  from  political  life  and  Stephane  and 
Patrick  took  me  to  Tregunc  and  Trinity  where  we  visited  the  ancient  stones 
of  the  Celtic  peoples.  We  had  a ceremony  and  it  is  something  that  I will 
truly  remember  all  my  life.  There  was  such  a strong  power  in  the  stones 
and  the  land.  I have  truly  realized  that  Brittany  is  not  France. 

On  December  4th  we  drove  to  Quimper  where  I met  with  the  Mayor  and 
received  a resolution  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

On  December  the  5th  we  drove  to  Gunigamp  and  did  a radio  interview  and 
then  had  a public  event  about  Leonard  Peltier  at  the  salle  Porzh  Anken. 

On  December  the  6th  we  went  to  Carhix  for  a meeting  and  visited  des 
monts  d'  Arree  and  then  had  a conference  and  public  event  for  Leonard  at 
Ti  ar  vro.  We  also  did  a radio  interview. 

On  December  the  7th  I departed  for  Nantes  and  had  a Public  meeting  for 
Leonard . 

On  the  8th  of  December  I met  with  the  Mayor  of  Nantes  and  was  unable  to 
fly  to  Lyon  because  of  the  National  Strike,  but  was  lucky  to  meet  someone 
at  the  airport  who  rented  a car  and  gave  me  a ride  back  to  Paris  where  I 
stayed  until  Sunday. 

I was  able  to  get  a ride  to  Lyon  and  made  my  meeting  with  the  mayor  of 
Lyon.  I next  attended  a public  event  where  I strengthened  the  run  with 
more  support  from  ICRA,  an  NGO,  and  with  Association  France  Amerique 
Latino.  They  will  help  organize  meetings  at  the  United  Nations  at  the  end 
of  the  run. 

December  12,  I then  returned  back  to  Paris  by  plane  and  had  a meeting 


with  Lional  Jospin  who  is  the  head  of  the  Socialist  Party  and  with 
Laurence  Dumont  who  is  the  National  Secretary  of  Human  Rights.  We  were 
able  to  secure  letters  from  all  the  Socialist  Mayors  in  France  asking  for 
his  release  and  also  support  for  the  European  Run.  We  then  had  a public 
Event  for  Leonard  in  Paris. 

On  December  the  13th  I had  a meeting  with  lean  Solbes  who  is  with  the 
office  of  U.S.  Affairs  of  the  Communist  Party  of  France  and  received 
support  and  a letter  to  President  Clinton  for  Executive  Clemency  for 
Leonard  Peltier.  He  will  be  visiting  the  office  in  San  Francisco  and  I 
will  try  to  arrange  a meeting  with  Leonard  wherever  he  will  be  at  the  time 
he  comes  to  the  United  States. 

On  the  16  I traveled  by  car  to  the  eastern  part  of  France  at  the  German 
border  and  spoke  at  two  Public  events  for  Leonard  and  to  gain  support  for 
the  run.  I met  with  friends  of  mine,  Gregory  Allijann  and  Alesaenobe 
Schlub,  who  live  in  Strasbourg  and  who  will  help  in  getting  our  meetings 
with  the  European  Parliament  when  we  arrive  for  the  run  in  Duly.  They 
will  coordinate  this  with  Michael  Mcgee  and  Claudia  Bussman  who  arranged 
the  meeting  I had  with  the  European  Parliament  before  they  met  with  the  14 
US  congressmen  about  the  Euro-Parliament  resolution  for  Leonard  Peltier. 
Beside  meetings  with  the  European  Parliament,  we  are  targeting  the 
American  Consulate  and  the  Strasbourg  town  International  Parliament  of 
Writers  to  create  an  official  reception  by  the  town  of  Strasbourg. 

On  the  17  I finally  had  a rest  day  and  stayed  at  one  of  the  Public 
official's  houses  with  his  family  and  ate  more  food  than  I ever  dreamed  of. 
It  was  really  great  to  spend  the  day  with  a French  family.  Their 
daughter  played  the  cello  and  did  a solo  concert  for  me  which  was  great, 
and  I taught  her  the  Peltier  song  which  she  is  learning  on  the  cello. 

On  the  18th  I had  a meeting  with  the  CGT  Minors  Union  which  is  one  of 
the  strongest  forces  in  the  24  day  strike  which  shut  down  France  most  of 
my  stay.  They  agreed  to  support  Leonard's  freedom  and  will  organize  the 
International  Federation  of  Miners  to  demand  Leonard's  Freedom.  I then 
visited  a high  school  where  I had  a terrific  time  with  the  students  and 
was  amazed  at  how  much  they  were  aware  of  the  problems  that  Native  People 
face  in  the  Americas.  I then  met  with  the  Mayor. 

I met  with  the  mayor  of  Forbach  on  the  19th.  He  signed  a resolution  for 
executive  clemency  and  sent  a personal  letter  to  President  Clinton  asking 
for  Leonard  Peltier's  freedom.  I then  took  a train  back  to  Paris,  since 
the  strike  was  over.  This  was  the  first  time  I took  a train  during  my 
entire  tour. 

On  the  20th  in  Paris,  I had  a meeting  at  the  French  Liberties  Foundation 
with  the  former  president  of  France's  wife,  Danielle  Mitterand.  She 
agreed  to  join  Leonard's  campaign  for  freedom,  and  has  called  a meeting 
with  many  NGOs  towards  the  end  of  January  to  help  coordinate  and  support 
Leonard.  Danielle  Mitterand  wrote  a letter  to  President  Clinton  asking 
for  his  release  and  also  sent  a letter  to  Clinton  asking  to  stop  the 
transfer  of  Peltier  to  Atlanta  Federal  Penitentiary.  Next  I took  a train 
to  Tours  to  attend  a public  meeting  about  Leonard  Peltier  and  Chiapas. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  I took  a train  to  Geneva,  Switzerland.  I 
arrived  in  the  evening  where  I had  a meeting  with  the  support  group  ASNA. 

In  this  meeting  we  discussed  logistics  of  the  run. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22nd,  I had  a meeting  with  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  Foundation  North  South.  I then  took  a train  back  to  Paris. 

On  the  23rd,  I got  on  TWA  flight  850  and  flew  back  home. 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER 

"RE : Leonard  Peltier  Update"  

Date:  Mon,  08  Jan  1996  12:57:23  -0500 

From:  schwartz@infinet.com  (Sara  aka  Perrrfect) 

Subject:  LEONARD  PELTIER  UPDATE 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Greetings  all.  Enclosed,  please  find  update. 


Peace  In  Struggle,  Michael 


January  8,1995  - For  Immediate  Release: 

-From:  Michael  Eckhardt,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Region  IV 

The  second  parole  hearing  of  Leonard  Peltier  was  conducted  on  December 
11,1995.  A decision  is  now  pending  before  the  full  commission.  This  is  a 
significant  difference  compared  to  the  initial  hearing  two  years  ago.  The 
facts  surrounding  Leonard's  conviction  that  were  presented  before  the 
commission  at  Leonard's  first  parole  hearing  have  been  dispelled.  The 
Government  prosecutors  have  opted  for  the  alternate  theory  of  aiding  and 
abetting.  Since  no  evidence  of  Leonard's  direct  involvement  in  the  point 
blank  execution  of  the  agents  exists,  he  should  be  considered  for  parole  in 
light  of  time  served  versus  the  charges,  not  the  original  conviction.  Please 
search  your  hearts  and  support  a fair  decision.  Many,  many  people  are 
watching  and  praying  for  justice.  Please  help  return  Leonard  to  his  family, 
his  people  and  the  land. 

IT  BECOMES  EXTREMELY  IMPORTANT  TO  FOCUS  ON  THE  U.S.  PAROLE  COMMISSION.  This 
final  decision  is  due  any  time  in  the  next  three  weeks.  We  ask  you  to 
respectfully  demand  a favorable  decision  from  the  Commission  stating  your 
reasons  for  Leonard's  release. 

Please  write: 

United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd. 

Suite  420 

Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 
and/or,  even  faster 
Fax  (301)  492-6694 

Until  the  law,  thereby  justice,  is  applied  equally  to  every  individual 
citizen  in  this  country,  all  of  us  remain  threatened.  The  harsh  realities 
present  themselves,  and  the  gross  mistreatment  of  Native  Peoples  and 
specifically  Leonard  Peltier  threaten  the  very  existence  of  personal  freedom 
and  freedom  among  Nations.  These  violations  can  not  be  allowed  to  stand  in  a 
just  society.  If  we  are  worthy,  we  must  take  part  in  the  relentless  pursuit 
to  right  these  wrongs.  With  each  day  that  passes  and  Leonard  remains  caged,  a 
piece  of  our  freedom  remains  in  that  cell. 

Until  Leonard  is  free  none  of  us  are  free. 

We  thank  you  for  your  time  and  consideration. 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  - Box  583,  Lawrence  KS  66044  (913)842-5574 
Fax  (913)  842-5796 


A sample  letter.  Please  feel  free  to  duplicate  and  distribute.  Please 
respond  ASAP. 


United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd. 

Suite  420 

Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 


Date 

Dear  Commissioners: 

Until  the  law,  thereby  justice,  is  applied  equally  to  every  individual 
citizen  in  this  country,  all  of  us  remain  threatened.  The  harsh  realities 
present  themselves,  and  the  gross  mistreatment  of  Native  Peoples  and 


specifically  Leonard  Peltier  threaten  the  very  existence  of  personal  freedom 
and  freedom  among  Nations.  These  violations  can  not  be  allowed  to  stand  in  a 
just  society.  If  we  are  worthy,  we  must  take  part  in  the  relentless  pursuit 
to  right  these  wrongs.  With  each  day  that  passes  and  Leonard  remains  caged,  a 
piece  of  our  freedom  remains  in  that  cell  in  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

Until  Leonard  is  free,  none  of  us  are  free. 

The  facts  surrounding  Leonard's  conviction  that  were  presented  before  you  at 
Leonard's  first  parole  hearing  have  been  dispelled.  The  Government 
prosecutors  have  opted  for  the  alternate  theory  of  aiding  and  abetting. 

Since  no  evidence  of  Leonard's  direct  involvement  in  the  point  blank 
execution  of  the  agents  exists,  he  should  be  considered  for  parole  in  light 
of  time  served  versus  the  charges,  not  the  original  conviction.  Please 
search  your  hearts  and  render  a fair  decision.  Many,  many  people  are 
watching  and  praying  for  justice.  Please  let  Leonard  return  to  his  family, 
his  people  and  the  land. 

Freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 


Signed 


Printed  Name 


Street 


City,  State,  Zip 

"Who  CARES  if  Hitler  killed  six  million  jews,  or  sixty  million?  He 
identified  the  problem  facing  post-WWI  Germany,  and  took  decisive  action 
to  protect  HIS  people."  The  Wit  and  Wisdom  [sic]  of  Les  Griswold 

— "RE:  Letter  for  Peltier's  Parole"  

Date:  Thu,  04  Ian  96  00:10:01  EST 

From:  R2DSQ@VM1.CC.UAKR0N.EDU  (Doe  Quickie) 

Sub j : Dan  4 - Letter  for  L.  Peltier's  Parole 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

I am  mailing  a copy  of  this  letter  to  the  Parole  Commission. 

I ask  that  you  please  sign  and  fax  or  mail  a copy  of  this 
letter  or  your  own  letter  of  support  to  the  Parole  Commission. 

Or  sign  this  and  e-mail  this  or  your  own  letter  of  support 
to  me,  and  I'll  print  it  and  mail  it  to  the  Parole  Commission. 

Or  (better),  do  both.  -Doe  Quickie 


United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd. 

Suite  420 

Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 

FAX:  (301)  492-6694 

Dear  Commissioner, 

It  seems  that  when  making  a parole  decision,  there  are  three  core 
criteria  for  that  may  be  used  for  judgment: 

* Would  society  be  better  off  with  this  person  behind  bars? 

* Has  the  individual  been  rehabilitated? 

* Has  the  individual  paid  for  the  crime? 

I will  address  each  of  these  regarding  the  case  of  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier. 


Would  society  be  better  off  with  Leonard  Peltier  behind  bars? 

The  answer  to  this  is  a resounding  "NO!".  Even  while  incarcerated 


Mr.  Peltier  has  been  reaching  out  to  help  others.  Dust  this  last  Christmas 
he  arranged  for  nearly  fifty  children  in  need  to  get  Christmas  gifts  and 
necessities . 

This  is  typical  of  the  kind  of  man  Mr.  Peltier  has  shown  himself  to 
be.  If  he  can  organize  such  an  action  from  within  the  constraints  of  the 
penal  system,  one  can  only  imagine  what  he  might  accomplish  were  he  granted 
the  freedom  he  has  so  long  deserved. 

Our  society  needs  people  such  as  Mr.  Peltier  working  freely  in  it.  I 
would  consider  myself  fortunate  to  have  him  as  my  neighbor. 

Has  Leonard  Peltier  been  rehabilitated? 

If  this  question  is  meant  to  assess  Mr.  Peltier's  current  state,  he 
has  shown  himself  to  be  of  the  highest  character.  While  he  himself  has 
been  denied  basic  needs  and  liberties,  he  has  worked  for  the  betterment  of 
others.  He  has  shown  a dedication  to  his  people  and  to  all  people  that 
this  world  needs  more  of. 

Has  Leonard  Peltier  been  punished? 

Mr.  Peltier  has  indeed  paid  for  a massive  crime,  but  the  overwhelming 
evidence  of  his  case  shows  that  the  crime  for  which  he  has  been  paying  for 
so  long  is  not  his.  He  has,  in  effect,  been  crucified  for  the  sins  of  the 
government . 

But  still,  it  is  an  inescapable  conclusion  that  he  has  been  punished 
severely,  although  undeservedly.  Imagine  the  effect  on  all  of  your 
professional  and  personal  achievements  of  the  last  twenty  years  had  you 
been  jailed  for  that  lengthy  period. 

Because  Mr.  Peltier's  freedom  would  be  an  asset  to  society,  because 
he  has  clearly  proven  himself  to  be  a humane  and  compassionate  letter  to  a 
greater  extent  than  most  people  walking  our  streets,  and  because  he  has 
clearly  been  punished,  the  path  before  you  is  clear.  I urge  you  to  take 
this  path  and  immediately  parole  Leonard  Peltier. 

Sincerely, 


- — "RE:  Will  You  Doin  Our  Voice"  

Date:  Fri,  5 Dan  1996  08:07:01  -0800 
From:  Wanbli  Sapa  <icabu@ix.netcom.com> 

Sub j : will  you  join  our  voice? 

UUCP  email 
Hau  Mitakolapi! 

Kinyan  Cu,  an  elder,  has  asked  me  to  send  this  petition  out  to  ask  for  all 
who  would  support  us  to  add  their  names  to  it.  Please  add  your  name  and 
send  it  back  to  me  if  this  is  a cause  you  can  support.  Share  it  with  anyone 
who  you  wish.  Spread  it  as  widely  as  possible.  Wopilatichelo ! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A PETITION 

WE,  the  Mnikauju  Tiospaye  descendants  of  Ta'  Shunke  Witko  (Crazy  Horse)  of 
the  Titon  Nation  and  supporters  thereof,  do  herewith  affix  our  signatures  to 
this  petition,  expressing  our  indignation  and  that  we  are  adamantly  opposed 
to  any  and/or  all  entertainment  companies  attempted  portrayal  of  our 
ancestor,  Ta'  Shunke  Witko  (Crazy  Horse),  for  monetary  gain. 

WHEREAS:  We,  the  Mnikauju  Tiospaye  descendants  of  Ta'  Shunke  Witko  (Crazy 
Horse)  of  the  Titon  Nation  and  supporters  thereof,  deplore  unequivocally  in 
the  strongest  terms,  the  making  of  any  movie  depicting  the  life  of  Ta' 

Shunke  Witko  (Crazy  Horse),  and, 

WHEREAS:  The  White  Anglo-Saxon  Protestant  Society's  insatiable  desire  for 
wealth  and  greed  upon  the  bones  of  our  ancestors  is  deplorable  now, 

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED:  We,  the  Mnikauju  Tiospaye  descendants  of  Ta' 
Shunke  Witko  (Crazy  Horse)  of  the  Titon  Nation  and  supporters  thereof, 
pursuant  to  15  USCS  Commerce  and  Trade  =A7=A7  1051-1113  - Lanham  Act,  do 


herewith  register  this  formal  protest  that  NO  depiction  of  his  life  shall  be 
undertaken  by  any  entertainment  media. 

SIGNED, 

Wanbli  Sapa,  Minneapolis,  MN,  signed  1/4/96 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Wopilatichelo ! 

Mitakuye  Oyasin! 

Wanbli  Sapa 

One  Earth,  One  Life  Endeavors 
icabu@ix . net com . com 

"RE : The  Misery  is  Real"  

Date:  Thu,  4 lan  1996  19:14:03  GMT 

From:  gwelker@mail.lmi.org 

Sub j : Chiapas:  the  misery  is  real 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 

PARISH  OF  SAN  ANTONIO  DE  PADUA 
SIMOJOVEL,  CHIAPAS,  MEXICO 

San  Diego  de  la  Union,  Gto.  Monday  January  1,  1996. 

DR. ERNESTO  ZEDILLO  PONCE  DE  LEON 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE  MEXICAN  UNITED  STATES 
LOS  PINOS  PALACE 
MEXICO  D.F. 

MR.  PRESIDENT: 

From  the  care  I am  giving  my  sick  mother,  I send  you  my  New  Year's  word. 
The  extreme  and  growing  misery  of  the  indigenous  people  to  whom  I serve 
and  accompany  is  real. 

Real  is  also  their  hope  that  very  soon  they  will  see  justice  and 
they  will  be  given  the  conditions  that  guaranties  a life  with 
dignity. 

Real  also  are  the  patrols  from  your  army  in  front  of  that  misery 
and  hope  of  these  pueblo.  What  can  these  weapons  of  war 
contribute  as  solution  to  that  misery  and  hope? 

I heard  through  the  media  that  the  indigenous  people  of 
Simojovel  were  repressed  one  more  time.  I can  speak  to  you  to  the 
long  history  of  repression  and  death  that  has  been  imposed  to  this 
pueblo.  Why  more  repression?  Why  not  dialogue?  There  is 
no  more  room  in  the  history  of  the  suffering  of  this  indigenous 
pueblo,  for  more  repression.  Don't  allow  any  more  repression 
in  any  corner  of  Mexico. 

We  are  all  convinced  that  the  ONLY  WAY  to  achieve  PEACE,  is  through 
dialogue.  Let  us  not  lose  that  road. 

One  more  time,  IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  GOD  OF  LIFE, 

I beg  you:  authorize  the  immediate  and  just  freedom  of  the  "more 
than  60  indigenous"  detained  in  the  police  operative  that  took 
place  in  Simojovel.  This  freedom  will  keep  open  the  road  to 
PEACE. 

FROM  THE  SUFFERING  AND  HOPE  OF  THIS  INDIGENOUS  PUEBLO,  I WISH  YOU 
HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  1996. 

SINCERELY, 

Signature 


Joel  Padro'n  Gonzalez 
Pastor  of  Simojovel 


c.c.  Mons.  Samuel  Ruiz  Garcia,  Bishop  of  San  Cristobal  de  L.C. 
c.c.  Mons.  Raul  Vera  Lopez,  Coadjutor  Bishop  of  S.  Cristobal  L.C. 
c.c.  Lie.  Dulio  Cesar  Ruiz  Ferro,  governor  of  Chiapas. 

Translated  by:  Susana  Anibarro. 

"RE ; Siggraph-97  Opportunity"  

Date:  Mon,  8 Dan  1996  12:51:56  -0700 
From:  Don  Stannard  <ubound@selway.umt.edu> 

Sub j : Siggraph-97  Opportunity 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

The  Ruth  Littlejohn  Foundation,  Inc.  is  looking  for  Indian  Artists  who 
use  the  computer  as  a means  of  cultural  expression .. .through  any  visual 
or  auditory  means.  Representing  Siggraph  97,  the  Ruth  Littlejohn 
Foundation,  Inc.  is  a non-profit  Indian  owned  and  operated  corporation, 
that  is  dedicated  to  Indian  education  through  the  use  of  computers.  If 
interested  in  participating  in  this  global  event  please  direct  mail  to: 
rlf@atlanta.com.  Please  include  your  tribal  affiliation  along  with  your 
media  of  expression. 

Thank  you, 

Tracy  E.  Monteith,  President 
Ruth  Littlejohn  Foundation,  Inc. 

1420  Mount  Paran  Road 
Atlanta,  Georgia  30327 
Email:  rlf@atlanta.com 

"RE:  Review:  Solar  Storms"  

Date:  Fri,  5 Dan  1996  20:17:50  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Steve  Brock  <brock@ucsub. Colorado. edu> 

Sub j : Review  of  Solar  Storms  by  Linda  Hogan  (fiction,  NA) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  < NATIVE LIT- L@cornell . edu> 

SOLAR  STORMS  by  Linda  Hogan.  Scribner,  1230  Avenue  of  the 
Americas,  N.Y.,  NY  10020,  (800)  223-2336,  (212)  698-7007  FAX.  351 
pp.,  $22.00  cloth.  0-684-81227-4 

Reviewed  by  Steve  Brock 

"If  you  listen  at  the  walls  of  one  human  being,  even  if  that 
one  is  yourself,  you  will  hear  the  drumming.  Older  creatures 
are  remembered  in  the  blood.  Inside  ourselves  we  are  not  yet 
upright  walkers.  We  are  tree.  We  are  frog  in  amber.  Maybe 
earth  itself  is  just  now  starting  to  form." 

"Solar  Storms"  is  a novel  with  two  parallel  stories  that  take 
place  in  the  early  1970s.  The  first  is  the  story  of  17-year-old 
Angel  Wing,  an  Indian  girl  who  runs  away  from  Oklahoma  and  returns 
to  her  birthplace,  the  boundary  waters  area  of  Canada  and 
Minnesota,  seeking  the  mother  who  had  abandoned  her  after 
physically  and  psychologically  scarring  her  when  she  was  a baby. 

In  a parallel  story,  the  Indian  people  Angel  meets  in  her  search 
confront  the  white  builders  of  a massive  hydroelectric  project  that 
is  diverting  rivers  and  draining  the  nearby  lakes. 

Agnes  Iron,  Angel's  great-grandmother,  meets  her  at  the  ferry 
dock  on  the  island  of  Adam's  Rib,  and  she  is  given  a cot  in  the 
dilapidated,  yet  tidy,  house  that  is  also  inhabited  by  Dora-Rouge, 
Angel's  great-great-grandmother  and  the  oldest  person  she  has  ever 
seen.  Most  of  the  time,  Dora-Rouge  is  lucid,  but  increasingly  she 
is  seen  communicating  with  the  other  side:  the  spirit-world  that 


she  knows  she  will  soon  join. 

After  relating  to  her  as  much  of  her  past  as  they  can 
remember,  the  two  elders  decide  to  send  Angel  to  a small  island 
nearby  to  live  with  Bush,  the  woman  who  had  adopted  and  raised 
Angel's  mother  and  briefly  cared  for  Angel  (and  tried  to  protect 
her  from  her  mother)  when  she  was  born.  Bush,  who  has  lived  alone 
for  many  years,  is  so  used  to  the  surrounding  silence  that  she  can 
barely  communicate  with  Angel,  but  she  also  slowly  relates  the 
stories  of  Angel's  childhood  and  the  demons  that  periodically 
pushed  her  mother  past  the  edge  of  reason. 

Living  alone.  Bush  is  in  tune  with  the  natural  world  and 
acutely  feels  the  spirit  of  the  region  and  its  people  being 
transformed  by  the  project,  which  daily  exposes  more  of  her  island. 
When  she  can  tolerate  no  more.  Bush  proposes  a trip  to  the  north  to 
protest  the  project.  In  two  canoes.  Bush  and  Angel,  accompanied  by 
Agnes  and  Dora-Rouge  (Dora-Rouge  has  dreamed  of  this  event, 
travelling  north  to  die  in  the  land  of  her  ancestors)  head  out  to 
join  the  Inuit  and  Cree  in  their  battle  with  the  developers  that 
are  raping  their  land. 

Hogan,  a Chickasaw  poet,  essayist,  and  novelist,  has  written 
a courageous,  mesmerizing,  and  reverberant  saga  that  powerfully 
(and  painfully)  depicts  the  connectedness  of  the  souls  of  Indians 
and  the  soul  of  the  earth,  viewed  through  the  eyes  of  four  vigorous 
women.  The  message  of  "Solar  Storms"  is  captured  in  the  words  of 
Dora-Rouge,  when,  near  the  end  of  the  book,  she  says,  "For  my 
people,  the  problem  has  always  been  this:  that  the  only  possibility 
of  survival  has  been  resistance.  Not  to  strike  back  has  meant 
certain  loss  and  death.  To  strike  back  has  also  meant  loss  and 
death,  only  with  a fighting  chance."  Hogan  should  prepare  for  the 
arrival  of  numerous  award  nominations,  and  she  gets  my  nomination 
as  the  Ed  Abbey  of  the  North.  "Solar  Storms"  is  destined  to  be  a 
paragon  of  native  literature  reading  lists,  though  Susan  Power's 
"The  Grass  Dancer"  still  stands  at  the  apex.  Grade:  A. 

Also  by  Hogan:  Novels:  "Mean  Spirit"  (1990),  Essays:  "Dwell- 
ings: A Spiritual  History  of  the  Living  World"  (1995),  "The  Stories 
We  Hold  Secret:  Tales  of  Women's  Spiritual  Development"  (1986), 
Poetry:  "The  Book  of  Medicines"  (1993),  "Savings"  (1988),  "Seeing 
Through  the  Sun"  (1985),  "Eclipse"  (1983),  "Calling  Myself  Home" 
(1978) . 


Steve  Brock 

Book  Reviews  on  the  Internet 

Copyright  1996 

2323  Mapleton 

Boulder,  CO  80304 

(303)  786-7375 

brock@ucsub . colorado.edu 

Member:  National  Book  Critic's  Circle 


Reviews  are 
available  for 
syndication 

E-mail  for 
more  info. 


"RE : Poem:  Wanting  and  Being"  

Date:  Fri,  5 Ian  1996  10:33-EST 
From:  lonz@cs.cmu.edu 
Sub j : Wanting  and  Being 

UUCP  email 

[Editorial  note:  Wado  to  Deryle  Lonsdale,  Upper  Skagit,  for  sharing  this 
poem.  Let  me  remind  all  that  your  poems  and  songs  of/for 
the  People  are  always  welcome  and  encouraged.  - gary] 

Wanting  and  Being 


Weary,  empty,  modern  men. 


seek  comfort  feverishly- - 
consuming,  spending,  using  up, 
their  passions  have  run  free. 

They  know  not  what  they  have  become, 
just  what  they  wannabe. 

Culture-starved  they  turn  to  us 
and  reach  out  hungrily — 
so  anxiously  to  fill  the  void. 

Their  reaching  has  them  see 
a past  that's  filled  with  blood  and  lies, 
that  some  say  couldn't  be. 

Their  passion  for  excitement 
and  their  curiosity 
push  them  seek  out  solemn  paths 
that  we  tread  sacredly. 

Our  dances,  visions,  spells  are  sought 
in  ways  that  shouldn't  be. 

Armed  with  bits  of  wisdom  gained  quite 
disrespectfully 

and  with  their  newfound  knowledge 
some,  proceeding  brazenly, 
then  revise  our  elders'  past 
"the  way  it  oughtta  be". 

While  reservations  languish 
and  the  land  no  more  is  free 
we  speak  of  past  injustices, 
today's  indignity. 

Some  hear  and  tell  us  things  like  this 
just  simply  couldn't  be. 

But  we're  so  few,  our  clout  is  weak, 
we're  just  periphery. 

Their  mainstream  politics  make  us 
a lost  constituency. 

They'd  have  us  realize  that  it's 
the  way  things  haveta  be. 

We  must  retain  our  tribes'  long  past, 
their  paths  through  history, 
for  only  then  we'll  be  prepared 
to  right  the  wrongs  we  see. 

With  courage,  pride  and  sense  of  worth 
these  things  just  wouldn't  be. 

It's  up  to  us,  no  matter  what 
the  obstacles  may  be. 

There's  no-one  else  to  help  us 
walk  towards  our  destiny. 

The  work  we  do  projects  the  way 
our  future's  gonnabe. 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

Date:  96/01/06  19:27 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com 
Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

GE  Electronic  Mail 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Danuary  14-20 


IANUALI 

(January) 

(Kaelo) 

14 

The  land  was  created  in  the  joining  of  fire  and  water. 

15 

At  the  meeting  of  the  land  and  the  sea,  that  is  where  all  life  begins. 

16 

Ancient  kings  walk  the  mountains  at  night. 

17 

In  the  secret  places  of  the  land  are  found  the  answers  to  life's  mysteries. 

18 

My  parents  taught  me  the  ways  of  the  future;  I teach  my  children  the  ways 
of  the  past. 

19 

I walk  the  land  in  perfect  innocence,  a child  of  yesterday. 

20 

Here,  every  day  is  a beginning,  every  night  a remembering. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Jan  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

GE  Electronic  Mail 

Topic  543Anishinaabemowin  Conference 

webkamigDiscussion  of  Aboriginal  Languages  1:34  PM  Jan  3,  1996 
(at  thunderbird.auc.laurentian.ca)(From  News  system) 

ANISHINAABEMOWIN  CONFERENCE 
MARCH  28,  29,  30,  1996 

WATER  TOWER  INN,  SAULT  STE.  MARIE,  ONTARIO,  CANADA 

The  second  annual  Anishinaabemowin  Conference,  a conference  on  the 
Anishnaabe  Language,  will  be  held  at  the  Water  Tower  Inn  in  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,  Ontario,  Canada.  The  Conference  will  feature  a play  done  by  a 
Native  theatre  group,  in  the  language  after  the  banquet  on  Thursday 
evening.  At  the  General  Assembly  on  Thursday  morning,  Mr.  Ovide  Mercredi 
will  give  an  address.  Mr.  Mercredi  is  the  National  Chief  of  the  Assembly 
of  First  Nations. 

Some  of  the  sessions  will  cover  topics  such  as. 

Curriculum  issues 

Writing  systems  and  problems 

How  a non-speaker  learned  to  speak  the  language 
Teaching  the  Adult  Learner 
Role  of  the  Elders 

Curriculum  Development-Elementary  Grades 
Story  Telling 
Language  Structure 
Dialects 

Computers  and  Language 
Confirmed  Speakers: 

Mr.  Basil  Jonhston 

Dr.  B.  Ramirez-Shkwegnaabi 

Ms.  Pat  Ningwance 

Mrs.  Violet  McGregor 

Mrs.  Barbara  Nolan 

Mrs.  Doris  Boissoneau 


Ms.  Nancy  Debassige 
Mr.  Howard  Webkamigad 

We  are  awaiting  confirmation  from  several  other  speakers.  The 
Conference  was  well  attended  last  year.  There  were  over  two  hundred 
participants  at  the  conference  last  year. 

REGISTRATION  FEES: 

INDIVIDUAL:  $150.00  plus  7%  GST  =$160.50 
GROUP  RATE:  $125.00  plus  7%  GST  =$133.75  * 

ELDERS/STUDENTS:  $50.00  plus  7%  GST  =$  53.50  ** 

*The  Group  Rate  is  for  Organizations,  First  Nations,  etc. 

**Students  are  those  who  are  considered  full  time  students  by 
their  institutions. 

For  more  Information  Contact: 

Howard  Webkamigad 
Algoma  University  College 
1520  Queen  Street  East 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ontario 
P6A  2G4Canada 
(705)  949-2301  ext.  215 
Fax: (705)  949-6583 

Please  leave  a message  if  you  get  the  voice  mail  of  Howard 

Webkamigad  and  he  will  get  back  to  you  as  soon  as  possible.  Please  leave 

a message  if  you  get  the  voice  mail. 


Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 

From:  br975@FreeNet. Carleton. CA  (3ohn  S.  Brack) 

Subject:  Carleton  U.'s  4th  Annual  Pow  Wow  on  January  19,  1996. 

The  Centre  for  Aboriginal  Education,  Research,  and  Culture  (CAERC) 
would  like  to  invite  you  to  CAERC 's  Annual  Pow  Wow 
Celebrating  the  CAERC' s 4th  Anniversary 
Friday,  January  19th,  1996  12:00  p.m.  - 5:00  p.m. 

Porter  Hall,  2nd  level.  University  Centre,  Carleton  University 
Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada 

For  more  information,  please  call  Gillian  Whyte  at: 

(613)788-4494 

Everyone  Welcome!  Feel  free  to  spread  the  word! 


From:  AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet(3bioc02 . uthscsa . edu> 

Subject:  Re:  Call  for  Science  Fair  Judges! 

Original  Sender:  american  indian  science  and  engineering  society 
<aises@spot. Colorado. EDU> 

Subject:  Re:  Call  for  Science  Fair  Judges! 

Reminder : 

The  1996  9th  Annual  National  American  Indian  Science  & 

Engineering  Fair  held  March  21-23,  will  take  place  at  the  Bismarck  Civic 
Center,  Bismark,  North  Dakota. 

This  very  important  information  was  left  off  of  the  original  "Call  for 
Science  Fair  Judges"  post 


From  The  Indian  Trader  - Arts  and  Crafts  shows  in  the  Southwest 


January  12-14 
January  12-14 


January  12-14 
January  19-21 


21st  Annual  Tucson  American  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts 
Show  and  Sale.  Info:  415-327-2266 
Arizona  Super  Bowl  XXX  Indian  Festival  - Phoenix  AZ. 
Includes  powwow,  arts  & crafts.  Native  food. 

Info:  602-945-0771 

Colorado  Indian  Market  and  Western  Showcase,  Denver,  CO. 
Info:  303-758-1118 

American  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Show  and  Sale, 

Bellevue,  WA.  415-327-2266 


January  20 


Gallup  Rug  and  Craft  Auction,  Gallup,  NM 
Info:  505-722-6963 
January  20-21  4th  Annual  Native  American  Festival,  Phoenix,  AZ 
Info:  602-935-6364 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Janet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Joe  Quickie,  Jay  S.  Brummett,  Wanbli  Sapa, 
Deryle  Lonsdale,  John  Berry,  Don  Pongracz  via  Alan  Mandell,  Steve  Brock, 
Lisa  Faruolo  - Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Jordan  Dill, 

Joel  Padro'n  Gonzalez  via  Glenn  Welker,  Mario  Feather  via  Brooke  Craig, 
iitc@igc.apc.org  (International  Indian  Treaty  Council) (Release) 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Jan  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

GE  Electronic  Mail 

Date:  10  Jan  1996  11:07:05  +0100 

From:  lpcohan@students.wisc.edu  (Leslie  Parker  Cohan) 

Sub j : UW  Indian  Law  Conference 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

TENTH  ANNUAL  COMING  TOGETHER  OF  THE  PEOPLES  CONFERENCE 

University  of  Wisconsin-Madison 
February  23-24,  1996  Memorial  Union 


_Agenda_ 

Friday,  February  23,  1996 


8:30-9:00 

Welcome  and  Opening 

9:00-9:45 

Treating  Tribes  as  States  in  Federal  and  Tribal 
Environmental  Statutes 

Richard  Monette,  Professor,  University  of  Wisconsin  Law 
School 

9:45-10:00 

Break 

10:00-10:45 

Tribal  Constitution  Writing 

Arlinda  Locklear,  Attorney  at  Law 

10:45-11:30 

A Historical  Development  of  Tribal  Court  Systems 

Frank  Pommersheim,  University  of  South  Dakota  School  of  Law 

11:30-1:00 

Lunch  Break 

1:00-2:00 

Oral  Arguments:  Navajo  Supreme  Court 

2:00-3:00  Discussion  with  the  Navajo  Supreme  Court  concerning  the 

operation  of  the  Navajo  Supreme  Court  and  Navajo  Law 

3:00-4:00  Tribal  Courts  in  Wisconsin 

Mark  Butterfield,  Ho-Chunk  Nation  Judge 
Stanley  Webster,  Oneida  Appeals  Commission 

Saturday,  February  24,  1996 


8:30-9:00 

9:00-9:40 


9:40-10:20 


Welcome  and  Opening 
Indian  Gaming 

Harold  Monteau,  Chairman,  National  Indian  Gaming  Commission 
Tom  Acebedo,  Special  Assistant  to  the  Chairman,  NIGC 

Minimum  Internal  Control  Standards 
Sharon  House,  Attorney,  Oneida  Gaming  Commission 
Monica  Lubiarz,  Senior  Attorney,  National  Indian  Gaming 
Commission 


10:20-10:30  Break 


10:30-11:15  Justice  in  Indian  Country 

Herb  Becker,  Director,  Office  of  Tribal  Justice,  United 
States  Department  of  Justice 

11:15-12:00  Federal  and  State  Employment  Laws  Applied  to  Indian  Tribes 
Kevin  Wadzinski,  Attorney,  Dorsey  & Whitney 

12:00-1:00  Lunch  Break 


1:00-1:40 


1:40-2:20 


2:20-2:30 


Legislative  and  Litigation  Update 

Michael  Anderson,  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary,  United  States 
Department  of  Interior 

Development  of  Tribal  Administrative  Law:  Due  Process  Before 
Tribal  Regulatory  Agencies 

Dean  Suagee,  Attorney,  Hobbs,  Straus,  Dean  & Walker 
Break 


2:30-3:30  Keynote  Speech 

Browning  Pipestem,  Attorney 

6:00-12:00  Pow-Wow  (Memorial  Union  Great  Hall) 


All  Conference  events  are  free  of  charge  and  open  to  the  public. 

Public  parking  is  available  in  the  nearby  Lake/Frances  Street  ramps. 
Wisconsin  Continuing  Legal  Education  Credits  are  pending.  A special 
invitation  to  University  of  Wisconsin  Law  School  alumni  is  extended. 

HOTEL  RESERVATIONS:  We  have  reserved  a block  of  rooms  at  the  Concourse 
Hotel,  1 West  Dayton  Street,  Madison,  WI  53703,  (608)  257-6000. 

Reservations  must  be  made  prior  to  January  26,  1996  to  get  the  conference 
pricing  of  $79.  When  calling,  mention  the  Indian  Law  Student  Association 
to  get  this  special  rate. 

BANQUET:  The  Indian  Law  Student  Association  will  be  sponsoring  a banquet 
and  awards  presentation  at  the  Concouse  Hotel  on  Friday,  February  23,  1996, 
at  6:00  pm.  Cost  is  $30  Non-Student  or  $20  Student.  Scholarships  are 
available  upon  request.  Tickets  for  the  banquet  must  be  purchased  in 
advance.  Tickets  may  be  obtained  by  remitting  payment  to  ILSA,  7409 
Timberlake  Trail  #105,  Madison,  WI  53719.  Please  indicate  the  number  of 
persons  attending.  If  applicable,  please  include  the  names  of  UW  Law  alumni 
attending  the  Banquet. 


For  more  information,  please  call  Dessica  Kachur  at  (608)  274-1504  or  Mike 
Murphy  at  (608)  257-7914. 

Sponsored  by:  UW  Law  Students  Association,  UW  Multicultural  Center, 
Associated  Students  of  Madison,  University  of  Wisconsin  Law  School, 
University  of  Wisconsin  Alumni  Association,  UW  System  Institute  on  Race, 
Wisconsin  Union  Directorate,  Wisconsin  State  Bar  - Indian  Law  Section, 
American  Indian  Studies  Program. 

"RE : A Massacre,  A Tribal  Park,  A Farce"  

Date:  Tue,  9 Dan  1996  07:36:44  -0500 
From:  jsd@dickshovel.com  (Dordan  S.  Dill) 

Sub j : A Massacre,  A Tribal  Park,  A Farce... 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[Editorial  note:  This  is  the  complete  and  unexpurgated  post.] 

O' siyo. . . 

What  follows  below  might  need  a frame  of  reference.  While  many  here 
have  provided  that,  myself  included,  I refer  those  without  such  to  the 
following  World  Wide  Web  site:  <http:www. sover . net/~jsd/FirstNations . html> 

Wounded  Knee.  December  29,  1890. 

A keg  of  whiskey.  Flotchkiss  guns. 

Retribution  for  Custer's  demise.  A King  of  Thieves. 

Issues,  names  so  common  almost  a cause  to  ignore. 

Enough . . . 

Enough? 

Move  on,  along. 

Enough . 

Chief  Spotted  Elk.  The  one  of  Big  Feet.  Pneumonia.  A peaceful 
man ...  certified  by  Wasichu! 

The  Ghost  Dance.  A peaceful  dance ...  certified  by  Wasichu! 

Anger  felt!  How  to  cope?!  To  deal?  A clenching,  gritting,  tooth  on 

tooth? 


Suicide?  Despair?  Ah... poor  Richard  Cardinal. 

Dewey  Beard.  Wasee  Maza.  Zintkala  Nuni.  Stolen  children. 

Note: 

"The  general's  presents  of  food  in  great  quantity  opened  a path 
that  led  to  the  Wounded  Knee  orphan.  When  they  found  the  child,  the 
disguised  general  stepped  forward.  Black-haired,  dark-complexioned, 
standing  erect,  eyes  hypnotic  with  conviction  and  pride,  Leonard  Colby 
spoke  through  an  unknown  interpreter: 

"I  am  a Seneca  Indian  - my  grandmother  was  a full  blood  Seneca.  I 
have  brought  food  on  behalf  of  my  tribe  for  your  children.  I rescued  the 
child  who  survived  the  massacre  at  Wounded  Knee.  Take  pity  on  me  and  my 
wife.  We  have  no  children  of  our  own.  I want  to  give  this  child  to  my  wife. 
We  will  take  good  care  of  her... 

"When  Colby  reached  for  the  child  in  the  Grandmother's  arms,  she 


resisted  and  cried  out,  'Zinkala  Nuni!  Zinkala  Nuni!'  [Lost  Bird,  Lost 
Bird]  But  she  finally  released  her  hold  on  the  sleeping  child.  Colby  looked 
Indian.  He  did  not  appear  frightened  and  ill  at  ease  like  a white  man  with 
one  eyebrow  raised.  And  perhaps  it  was  better  to  let  here  go... just  to  make 
sure  she  had  food  and  clothing. . .The  grieving  people  turned  away."  Lost 
Bird  of  Wounded  Knee,  Renee  Sansome  Flood,  ISBN  0-684-19512-7 

Mass  graves.  Lost  land.  Hearts  broken.  A shattered  hoop. 

A healing  proposed  by  those  that  caused  and  continue  to  honor  the 
assault?  Their  medals?  Their  honors?  Their  rights  of  war?  And,  now  their 
gall? 

A statue.  White.  Wasichu  born  the  sculptress.  No.  Their  hand  no 
more.  No  right,  no  Justice  to  that.  No  more  must  be... ought  to  be,  for 
whatever  reason.  No! 

On  what  foundation  this  Park?  Whose  land  to  provide  such?  1,800 
acres.  So  much  so  stolen.  Theirs  of  course... the  theft  continues.  In  trust? 
Creator  help  us. 

Build  the  park,  on  blood,  on  bones.  Solve  the  problem... a gun  to 
the  head,  Janklow  said.  Never  forget. 

A never  ending  story.  Theft.  Betrayal.  Continuing  assaults  on  The 
People.  Subtlety.  Silence.  Apathy.  Infighting. 

In  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  of  April  29,  1868  it  was  pledged  by 
Wasichu  that  the  "Great  Sioux  Reservation,  including  the  Black  Hills,  would 
be  'set  apart  for  the  absolute  and  undisturbed  use  and  occupation  of  the 
Indians  named  herein... it  established  the  Great  Sioux  Reservation,  a tract 
of  land  [comprising  most  of  South  Dakota  west  of  the  Missouri  River]  in 
addition  to  certain  reservations  already  existing  east  of  the  Missouri.  The 
United  States  'solemnly  agree[d]'  that  no  unauthorized  persons  'shall  ever 
be  permitted  to  pass  over,  settle  upon,  or  reside  in  [this]  territory." 

But  there  was  gold  in  the  Black  Hills.  So  the  Army  went  in  under 
Custer,  Son  of  the  Morning  Star  (a  great  book  by  the  way),  and  as  a result 
of  his  "descriptions  of  the  mineral  and  timber  resources  of  the  Black 
Hills,  and  the  land's  suitability  for  grazing  and  cultivation...,"  the 
Wasichu  masses  started  chomping  at  the  bit,  wanting  in. 

On  the  one  hand  Wasichu  attempted  to  enforce  the  Laramie  Treaty,  on 
the  other  Congress  was  petitioned  to  "open  up  the  country  for  settlement, 
by  extinguishing  the  treaty  rights  of  Indians."  The  Army  then  backed  off  on 
trying  to  keep  prospectors  out  of  the  Black  Hills,  in  effect  giving  them 
the  green  light  to  swarm  where  they  had  no  right  to  go. 

Note  [as  provided  by  Wanbli  Sapa] : 

Confidential  ...Nov.  9th,  (187)5 

My  dear  Gen.  Terry, 


At  a meeting  which  occurred  in  Washington  on  the  3rd  of  November 
[1875],  at  which  were  present,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  Secretary  of  War  and  myself,  the  President 
decided  that  while  the  orders  heretofore  issued  forbidding  the  occupation 
of  the  Black  Hills  country,  by  miners,  should  not  be  rescinded,  still  no 
further  resistance  by  the  military  should  be  made  to  the  miners  going  in: 
it  being  his  belief  that  such  resistance  only  increased  their  desire  and 
complicated  the  troubles. 

Will  you  therefore  quietly  cause  the  troops  in  your  Department  to 
assume  such  attitudes  as  will  meet  the  views  of  the  President  in  this 
respect . 


Your  truly  (signed) 


P.H.  Sheridan  , Lieut.  General 

SOURCE: 

Supreme  Court  Briefs,  Petition  for  Writ  of  Certiorari  at  59,  U.S. 
vs.  Sioux  Nation,  Citation  488  U.S.  378  (1980). 

Lt.  General  Philip  H.  Heridan,  Commander,  Division  of  Missouri,  to 
Brig.  General  A.H.  Terry,  commander.  Department  of  Dakota,  November  9,  1875 


(Letterpress  copy.  Confidential) , Sheridan  MSS.,  Library  of  Congress 

An  attempt  to  purchase  mining  rights  was  made.  The  Sioux  rejected 
an  offer  of  an  annual  rental  fee  of  $400,000  per  year  or  a one  time  payment 
of  $6  million  for  absolute  relinquishment  of  the  Black  Hills.  They  wanted  a 
minimum  of  $70  million.  Negotiations  failed... 

That  the  abrogation  of  the  1868  Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie  was  a farce 
is  no  secret.  As  per  Federal  Indian  Law-Cases  and  Materials,  Getches, 
Wilkinson  and  Williams,  Dr.  pp. 359-360:  A commission  "headed  by  George 
Maypenny,  arrived  in  the  Sioux  country  in  early  September  [1876]  and 
commenced  meetings  with  the  head  men  of  the  various  tribes... The 
commissioners  brought  with  them  the  text  of  a treaty  that  had  been  prepared 
in  advance.  The  principal  provisions  of  this  treaty  were  that  the  Sioux 
should  relinquish  their  rights  to  the  Black  Hills  and  other  lands  west  of 
the  one  hundred  and  third  meridian,  and  their  rights  to  hunt  in  the  unceded 
territories  to  the  north,  in  exchange  for  subsistence  rations  as  long  as 
they  would  be  needed  to  insure  the  Sioux  survival.  In  setting  out  to  obtain 
the  tribes'  agreement  to  this  treaty,  the  commissioners  ignored  the 
stipulation  of  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  that  any  cession  of  the  lands 
contained  within  the  Great  Sioux  Reservation  would  have  to  be  joined  in  by 
three-fourths  of  the  adult  males.  Instead,  the  treaty  was  signed  by  only  10 
percent  of  the  adult  male  Sioux  population. 

"Congress  resolved  the  impasse  [read  that  as  patently  illegal  act] 
by  enacting  the  1876  'agreement'  into  law  as  the  Act  of  Feb.  28,  1877.  The 
Act  had  the  effect  of  abrogating  the  earlier  Fort  Laramie  Treaty,  and  of 
implementing  the  terms  of  the  Maypenny  Commission's  'agreement'  with  the 
Sioux  leaders.  "The  passage  of  the  1877  Act  legitimized  the  settlers' 
invasion  of  the  Black  Hills..." 

Note: 

..."First,  it  is  not  a clear  proposition  that  savages  can,  for  any 
consideration,  enter  into  contract  obligatory  upon  them.  They  stand  by  the 
law  of  nations,  when  trafficking  with  the  civilized  part  of  mankind,  in  the 
situation  of  infants,  incapable  of  entering  into  contracts,  especially  for 
the  sale  of  their  country.  Should  this  be  denied,  it  may  then  be  asserted 
that  no  monarch  of  a nation  (that  is,  no  sachem,  chief,  or  headmen,  or 
assemblage  of  sachems,  etc.)  has  a power  to  transfer  by  sale  the  country, 
that  is,  the  soil  of  the  nation,  over  which  they  rule."  History  of 
Maryland,  p.  569 

..."There  are  moralists  who  have  questioned  the  right  of  Europeans 
to  intrude  upon  the  possessions  of  the  aborigines  in  any  case  and  under  any 
limitations  whatsoever.  But  have  they  maturely  considered  the  whole 
subject?  The  Indian  right  of  possession  itself  stands,  with  regard  to  the 
greatest  part  of  the  country,  upon  a questionable  foundation.  Their 
cultivated  fields,  their  constructed  habitations,  a space  of  ample 
sufficiency  for  their  subsistence,  and  whatever  they  had  annexed  to 
themselves  by  personal  labor,  was  undoubtedly  by  the  law  of  nature  theirs. 
But  what  is  the  right  of  the  huntsman  to  the  forest  of  a thousand  miles 
over  which  he  has  accidentally  ranged  in  quest  of  prey?  Shall  the  liberal 
bounties  of  Providence  to  the  race  of  man  be  monopolized  by  one  of  ten 
thousand  for  whom  they  were  created?  Shall  the  exuberant  bosom  of  the 
common  mother,  amply  adequate  to  the  nourishment  of  millions,  be  claimed 
exclusively  by  a few  hundreds  of  her  offspring?  Shall  the  lordly  savage  not 
only  disdain  the  virtues  and  enjoyments  of  civilization  himself,  but  shall 
he  control  the  civilization  of  a world?  Shall  he  forbid  the  wilderness  to 
blossom  like  the  rose?  Shall  he  forbid  the  oaks  of  the  forest  to  fall 
before  the  ax  of  industry  and  rise  again  transformed  into  the  habitations 
of  ease  and  elegance?  Shall  he  doom  an  immense  region  of  the  globe  to 
perpetual  desolation,  and  to  hear  the  howlings  of  the  tiger  and  the  wolf 
silence  forever  the  voice  of  human  gladness?  Shall  the  fields  and  the 
valleys  which  a beneficent  God  has  framed  to  teem  with  the  life  of 
innumerable  multitudes  be  condemned  to  everlasting  barrenness?  Shall  the 
mighty  rivers,  poured  out  by  the  hands  of  nature  as  channels  of 
communication  between  numerous  nations,  roll  their  waters  in  sullen  silence 
and  eternal  solitude  to  the  deep?  Have  hundreds  of  commodious  harbors,  a 
thousand  leagues  of  coast,  and  a boundless  ocean  been  spread  in  the  front 


of  this  land,  and  shall  every  purpose  of  utility  to  which  they  could  apply 
be  prohibited  by  the  tenant  of  the  woods?  No,  generous  philanthropists! 
Heaven  has  not  been  thus  inconsistent  in  the  works  of  its  hands.  Heaven  has 
not  thus  placed  at  irreconcilable  strife  its  moral  laws  with  its  physical 
creation."  John  Quincy  Adams,  December  22,  1802 

Long  before  the  Laramie  Treaty  farce,  Wasichu  had  established  that 
it  was  his  law  that  mattered.  A law  that  was  arbitrary,  convenient,  and 
entirely  concocted  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  colonizers: 

I quote  Chief  Justice  Marshall  [again!],  generally  regarded  as  the 
foundation  layer  of  Federal  Indian  Law.  This  from  Johnson  v.  M'Intosh, 

1832,  340  years  after  the  Admiral  of  the  Ocean  Sea  (Columbus)  hit  the 
beach... "On  the  discovery  of  the  immense  continent,  the  great  nations  of 
Europe  were  eager  to  appropriate  to  themselves  so  much  of  it  as  they  could 
respectively  acquire.  Its  vast  extent  offered  an  ample  field  to  the 
ambition  and  enterprise  of  all;  and  the  character  and  religion  of  its 
inhabitants  afforded  an  apology  for  considering  them  as  a people  over  whom 
the  superior  genius  of  Europe  might  claim  an  ascendancy.  The  potentates  of 
the  old  world  [and  the  new]  found  no  difficulty  in  convincing  themselves, 
that  they  made  ample  compensation  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  new,  by 
bestowing  on  them  civilization  and  Christianity,  in  exchange  for  unlimited 
independence. " 

Of  course,  inherent  here  is  the  "given"  that  "civilization  and 
Christianity"  were  filling  a void  and  that  the  "compensation"  and 
legitimacy  of  the  "bestowing"  was  anything  other  than  a fantasy,  which  of 
course  it  certainly  was. 

The  dear  Justice  goes  on: 

"But  as  they  were  all  in  pursuit  of  nearly  the  same  object,  it  was 
necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  conflicting  settlements,  and  consequent  war 
with  each  other,  to  establish  a principle,  which  all  should  acknowledge  as 
the  law  by  which  the  right  of  acquisition,  which  they  all  asserted,  should 
be  regulated,  as  between  themselves.  The  principle  was,  that  the  discovery 
[of  America]  gave  title  to  the  government  by  whose  subjects,  or  by  whose 
authority,  it  was  made,  against  all  other  European  governments,  which  title 
might  be  consummated  by  possession.  The  exclusion  of  all  other  Europeans, 
necessarily  gave  to  the  nation  making  the  discovery  the  sole  right  of 
acquiring  the  soil  from  the  natives,  and  establishing  settlements  on  it. 

"...Conquest  gives  a title  which  the  courts  of  the  conqueror  cannot 
deny,  whatever  the  private  and  speculative  opinions  of  individuals  may  be, 
respecting  the  original  justice  of  the  claim  which  has  been  successfully 
asserted.  "...The  title  by  conquest  is  acquired  and  maintained  by  force. 

The  conqueror  prescribes  its  limits." 

What's  my  point  here?  Well,  it's  just  to  underline  that  the  very 
legal  foundation  of  the  Wasichu/First  Nations  relationship  is  based  upon 
the  opinion  that  "...the  tribes  of  Indians  inhabiting  this  country  were 
fierce  savages,  whose  occupation  was  war,  and  whose  subsistence  was  drawn 
chiefly  from  the  forest.  [That]  to  leave  them  in  possession  of  their 
country,  was  to  leave  the  country  a wilderness;  to  govern  them  as  a 
distinct  people,  was  impossible,  because  they  were  as  brave  and  as 
high-spirited  as  they  were  fierce,  and  were  ready  to  repel  by  arms  every 
attempt  on  their  independence." 

Because  there  was  no  way  in  hell  Wasichu  could  deal  with  such 
people,  because  there  was  no  precedent ...  he  resorted  to  a "new  and 
different  rule,  better  adapted  to  the  actual  state  of  things..."  Simply 
put,  he  rewrote  the  book. 

We're  talking  perspective  here.  Cut  in  stone  with  blood  as 
lubricant.  Acts  never  to  be  forgiven.  Facts.  Never  to  be  wiped  away. 

Never.  No.  Never. 

Note: 

"On  a day  so  bright  it  seemed  to  hide  no  secrets,  the  500  or  so 
landless  men,  women  and  children  of  Santa  Elina  thought  they  had  won  in 
their  occupation  of  a virgin  forest  belonging  to  an  estate  more  vast  than 
Manhattan  and  the  Bronx  combined.  Faces  painted  with  coal,  brandishing 
sticks,  slingshots,  sickles  and  chain  saws,  they  had  faced  down  the 


military  police  sent  to  evict  them,  and  drawn  hope  from  a hint  that  they 
might  win  the  soil  of  their  common  dreams.  Euphoric  after  24  days  together , 
the  homesteaders  hugged,  lit  firecrackers  and  raised  their  hunting  rifles 
to  the  sky.  But  the  scene  just  a mile  away  would  have  stopped  their 
celebration  cold.  Soldiers  were  pitching  tents  and  unloading  ammunition  and 
tear  gas.  Some  strolled  with  machine  guns  on  their  shoulders. 

"That  night,  the  military  police,  bolstered,  witnesses  said,  by 
hired  guns  working  for  local  landowners  and  a special  forces  team  wearing 
black  ski  masks,  stormed  the  encampment  in  a surprise  attack. 

"The  police  battered  and  killed  the  squatters,  using  women  as  human 
shields  and  torturing,  executing  and  stomping  on  prisoners,  according  to 
victims  and  medical  and  autopsy  reports.  They  shot  a 6-year-old  girl  dead 
as  she  tried  to  walk  to  safety  by  a towering  tree,  forced  one  prisoner  to 
eat  soil  mixed  with  his  blood  and  another  to  eat  the  brains  spilling  from  a 
battered  corpse  they  had  ordered  him  to  carry,  the  victims  said.... The  New 
York  TimeSjDate:  Tuesday,  19  September  1995 

Pain.  Despair.  A People  - THE  FIRST  PEOPLE!  - devoid  of  Dustice, 
Rights.  Gone.  Wiped  away  as  cleanly  as  one  might  wipe  images  from  a slate. 

A People  rolled  over,  and  on,  as  a bug  might  be  by  the  stomp  of  a 
heavy  boot.  Each  not  understanding  the  impetus  of  the  other. 

The  pain...,  the  loss... 

The  First  Nations/First  Peoples  stood  no  chance.  Never.  Ever.  Not 
from  that  first  outstretched  hand  fair  taken  in  good  will.  Oh  Creator,  we 
rue  that  day! 

Who's  to  know? 

Who's  to  care,  til  time  numbs?  Til  time  allows  the  truly 
"righteous"  and  deserving  their  day  in  that  Sun  provided  by  the  Lord  of 
Lords?  Til  that  time  when  Dustice  might  prevail  and  His  will  be  done? 

Note: 

"On  the  eight  of  November,  1519,  Hernando  Cortes  and  four  hundred 
Spanish  soldiers ...  approached  the  Aztec  Byzantium-Tenochtitlan,  Mexico 
City."  The  city  was  scattered  with  "great  aviaries  where  thousands  of  birds 
- white  egrets,  energetic  wrens  and  thrushes,  fierce  accipiters, 
brilliantly  colored  parrots  - were  housed  and  tended.  They  were 
captivating,  as  fabulous,  as  the  displays  of  flowers:  vermilion 
flycatchers,  copper  tailed  trogons,  green  jays,  blue-throated  hummingbirds, 
and  summer  tanagers.  Great  blue  herons,  brooding  condors. 

Three  months  later,  because  of  "Cortes's  psychological  manipulation 
of  Montezuma  and  a concomitant  arrogance,  greed,  and  disrespect  on  the  part 
of  the  Spanish  military  force  had  become  too  much  for  the  Mexicans,  and 
they  drove  them  out."  Eleven  months  later  a vengeful  Cortes  returned  to  lay 
siege  to  the  city. 

"On  Dune  16  [1521]  in  a move  calculated  to  humiliate  and  frighten  the 
Mexican  people,  Cortes  set  fire  to  the  aviaries." 

I say  again... and  do  remember  these  words: 

...the  First  Nations/First  Peoples  must  come  to  grips  with  the 
reality  of  life  in  the  Wasichu  Sea.  I suggest  that  one  must  define  terms 
and  establish  a fresh  legal  environment  within  which  Wasichu  can  be  held 
accountable  for  past  and  present  fictions: 

"Today,  principles  and  rules  generated  from  this  Old  World 
discourse  of  conquest  are  cited  by  the  West's  domestic  and  international 
courts  of  law  to  deny  indigenous  nations  the  freedom  and  dignity  to  govern 
themselves  according  to  their  own  vision.  Thus  as  a first  step  toward  the 
decolonization  of  the  West's  law  respecting  the  American  Indian,  the 
Doctrine  of  discovery  must  be  rejected.  It  permits  the  West  to  accomplish 
by  law  and  in  good  conscience  what  it  accomplished  by  the  sword  in  earlier 
eras:  the  physical  and  spiritual  destruction  of  indigenous  people."  The 
American  Indian  in  Western  Legal  Thought,  The  Discourses  of  Conquest,  Rober 
A.  Williams,  Dr.,  paper,  ISBN  0-19-508002-5 


Oh  Creator .. .The  People  need  an  avalanche  of  Justice,  a rolling  of 
the  ground  such  as  Wovoka  predicted,  a cleansing,  a return  to  the  Right... 
a Justice  recovered,  long  lost. 

We  need . . .we  need . 

Oh  Creator,  we  need... 

Nvwhtohiyada . . . 
http : //www . pobox . com/ ~ j sd 
(Best  viewed  w/Netscape) 

- "RE:  Redskin  License  Plates  in  Utah"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Jan  1996  09:28:51  -0700 
From:  jay@utw.com  (Jay  S.  Brummett) 

Sub j : Redskin  License  Plates  in  Utah 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Hau, 

About  a year  ago,  I wrote  articles  to  NatChat  and  Native-L 
concerning  the  fight  by  non-Native  attorney  Brian  Barnard  to  have  the 
word  Redskin  removed  from  Utah's  vanity  license  plates.  His  effort 
ultimately  ended  up  in  the  Utah  Supreme  Court,  where  Mr  Barnard  lost 
his  fight.  The  Court  reasoned  that  although  Mr  Barnard  was  probably 
correct  in  his  contention  that  the  term  Redskin  is  offensive;  as  a 
non-Indian,  Mr  Barnard  lacked  legal  standing  to  be  offended  by  the  slur 
and  therefore  had  no  standing  to  make  a legal  complaint  seeking  the 
removal  of  the  word  from  license  plates. 

Mr  Barnard  has  asked  Mr  Michael  McBride  and  myself  to  pursue  the 
complaint.  Our  first  stop  will  be  before  the  Utah  Tax  Commission.  I 
have  enclosed  a copy  of  the  formal  complaint  letter  with  this  post.  I 
have  also  set  up  a Web  site  to  deal  with  info  on  the  issue: 
http : //www . utw . com/ ~jay/ rword . html 

I would  welcome  any  input  or  support  from  NativeNet  subscribers, 
and  stereotype  project  participants  (Jim,  y'all  out  there??). 

Warmest  Regards, 

Jay  Brummett 

Cecala  Ptehincalaska-Calf 
jay@utw.com 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

Moderation  Note: 

This  post  does  not  represent  an  official  position 
of  the  NatChat  or  the  NativeNet.  -Jay  Brummett 
NativeNet  Moderation  Staff 
nnet@utw.com 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

++++ Attached  letter++++ 

Letter  of  Complaint  to  the  State  of  Utah 

This  is  the  letter  that  Mr  Barnard  sent  to  the  State  of  Utah.  Mr  Barnard 
is  not  a Native;  however,  he  began  the  fight  to  remove  these  offensive 
plates  from  Utah.  Mr  Barnard  did  not  understand  that  both  of  us  are 
Lakota,  but  it  really  is  not  important  as  the  letter  lays  out  the  legal 
challenge  to  use  of  the  offensive  "R"-word.  I offer  my  my  heartfelt 
thanks  to  Mr  Bernard  who  began  this  fight  and  has  agreed  to  continue  to 
help  the  Native  people  who  reside  in  Utah  to  continue  to  fight  against 
racism.  Please  note  typos/mistakes  in  this  letter  my  fault. 

Regards, 

Jay  Brummett 

Utah  Legal  Clinic 
214  East  Fifth  South  Street 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84111-3204 
(801)  328-9531 


December  24,  1995 


STATE  OF  UTAH 

UTAH  STATE  TAX  COMMISSION 

DIVISION  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLES 

ATTN:  Rick  Leimbach,  Director 

PERSONALIZED  PLATE  DIVISION 

STATE  FAIR  GROUNDS 

1095  MOTOR  AVENUE 

SALT  LAKE  CITY,  UTAH  84116 

Dear  Mr.  Leimbach: 

I represent  Michael  McBride  and  lay  Brummett.  Mr.  Brummett  is  a member  of 
the  Lakota  Sioux  tribe.  Mr  McBride  is  a member  of  the  Oglala  Sioux.  They 
are  American  Indians.  With  regard  to  state  issued  personalized  license 
plates,  pursuant  to  Ut.  Code  Ann.  41-la-411(2)  (1953  as  amended),  the  Utah 
State  Commission  and  the  Motor  Vehicle  "division  may  refuse  to  issue  any 
combination  of  letters,  numbers,  or  both  that  may  carry  connotations 
offensive  to  good  taste  and  decency  ..." 

Pursuant  to  Administrative  Rule  R873-22-34M(B) (1) , the  Utah  State 
Commission  shall  not  issue  a personalized  license  plate  that  contains  a 
combination  of  letters  with  any  connotation  that  is  vulgar,  derogatory, 
profane  or  obscene. 

Pursuant  to  Administrative  Rule  R873-22-34M(B) (4) , the  Utah  State 
Commission  shall  not  issue  a personalized  license  plate  that  contains  a 
combination  of  letters  that  express  contempt,  ridicule  or  superiority  of  a 
defined  class  of  person,  including  but  not  limited  to  race  or  ethnic 
heritage . 

My  clients  have  been  informed  and  have  seen  photos  of  a Utah  license  plate 
on  a private  automobile  bearing  the  word  "REDSKIN".  Apparently  there  are 
two  (2)  other  personalized  plates  that  have  been  issued  in  the  past  and 
bear  the  words  or  letters  "REDSKN"  and  "REDSKNS"  which  convey  the  same 
meaning. 

These  three  (3)  words  and  plates  violate  the  two  (2)  rules  and  statute 
cited  above.  The  terms  are  derogatory  and  express  contempt  and  ridicule 
for  American  Indians. 

The  word  "REDSKIN"  is  unquestionably  an  offensive  ethnic  slur.  That  there 
may  be  other  meanings  to  or  uses  of  the  word  is  irrelevant. 

The  fact  that  the  Washington,  D.C.  National  Football  League  team  continues 
to  use  a derogatory  and  distasteful  term  as  its  team  name  does  not  change 
the  underlying  nature  of  the  word  "REDSKIN."  That  the  holders  of  these 
personalized  license  plates  may  be  avid  supporters  of  a football  team  does 
not  change  the  offensive  nature  of  the  word. 

The  Division  and  the  Commission  must  act  based  upon  good  taste  and  decency 
and  not  the  personal  claims  of  the  individuals  that  seek  to  have 
distasteful  terms  on  personalized  license  plates.  The  Utah  Court  of 
Appeals  recently  indicated  that  a determination  as  to  the  nature  of  a term 
on  a personalized  license  plate  must  be  made  with  reference  to  the  target 
of  the  insult.  Barnard  v.  Utah  State  Tax  Commission,  et  al,  P.2d,  275 
Ut.Adv.Rep.  47  (October  19,  1995).  According  to  that  Court,  only  the 
target  of  a slur  has  "standing"  under  law  to  complain  to  the  Tax 
Commission,  therefore  the  determination  as  to  the  offensive  nature  of  the 
term,  must  be  reviewed  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  targeted  group. 

Id.,  49. 

On  behalf  of  my  clients,  please  consider  this  letter  a formal  complaint 
under  Administrative  Rule  R873-22-34M(G)  that  the  personalized  license 
plates  "REDSKIN",  "REDSKIN",  and  "REDSKNS"  are  in  violation  of 
Administrative  Rule  R873-22-34M  AND  Ut . Code  Ann.  41-1A-411  (1953  as 
amended).  The  Tax  Commission  and  the  Division  should,  pursuant  to  that 
rule  and  statute  revoke  the  plates  and  ask  for  surrender  of  the 
personalized  license  plates. 

Members  of  the  Native  American  community  may  desire  to  express  their 
opinions  on  this  issue  when  the  matter  is  considered  by  your  division 
and/or  by  the  Tax  Commission. 


I have  attached  for  your  consideration  a copy  of  an  editorial  written  by 
Tim  Giago  and  published  in  the  The  Salt  Lake  Tribune.  That  editorial  may 
give  you  some  insight  into  the  problem.  I request  a full  hearing  and  full 
record  before  your  division  so  that  the  Tax  Commission  and  the  Utah 
appellate  court  may  review  your  actions.  Barnard  v.  Utah  State 
Tax  Commission,  et  al,  P.2d,  275  Ut.Adv.Rep.  47,  49  (October  19,  1995) 

Thank  you  for  your  prompt  attention  and  action. 

BRIAN  M.  BARNARD 
Attorney  at  Law 

Enc.  (1) 

cc:  Clients 

Val  Oveson, 

Chair,  Utah  Tax  Commission 
210  North  1950  West  Street 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84134 

Susan  Barnum 

Assistant  Attorney  General 
Janet  Graham 
Attorney  General 
50  South  Main  Street  #900 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84144 

Janice  Perry 

Public  Relations  Department 
Utah  State  Tax  Commission 
210  North  1950  West  Street 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84134 

++++end  of  attached  letter++++ 

"RE : Understanding"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Jan  1996  20:18:30  -0800 
From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Sub j : Understanding 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

O' siyo. 

My  Friend,  Feather,  a Yankton  Sioux,  wrote  this  for  me  tonight  for  my 
homepage  at  http://www.wolfenet.com/~cherokee  I would  wish  to  share  it 
with  others  for  the  message  it  contains  should  be  heard  by  many  hearts. 

Date:  Thu,  04  Jan  1996  17:37:29  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  bagolaml@CAA.MRS.UMN.EDU 
To:  brooke  <cherokee@wolfenet . com> 

Understanding 

Two  men  were  out  walking.  Neither  not  knowing  of  each  other's  presence. 
One  was  a red  man.  The  other  a white  man.  The  white  man  spotted  the  red 
man  and  hid.  The  red  man  killed  a deer  and  thanked  the  deer  for  giving 
his  life  up  for  him  so  that  he  might  eat.  The  white  man,  upon  seeing  this, 
wondered  what  he  had  just  seen  and  fear  was  instilled  in  his  heart.  But 
hunger  being  more  powerful  than  his  fear,  he  approached  the  red  man.  The 
red  man  seeing  the  white  man  and  also  seeing  his  hunger,  offered  him  some 
meat  and  they  ate.  The  red  man  done  eating,  again  thanked  the  deer  and 
also  thanked  the  Great  Spirit.  The  white  man,  again  felt  fear  as  he 
watched  the  red  man  pray.  The  red  man  looked  towards  the  sky  and  pointed 


out  an  eagle  to  the  white  man.  The  red  man  seeing  this  as  a sign  from  the 
Great  Spirit  began  to  sing.  The  white  man,  NOT  KNOWING  OR  UNDERSTANDING 
the  red  man,  felt  the  fear  growing  inside  of  him.  The  red  man,  done 
singing,  stood  facing  the  white  man  and  an  eagle  feather  fell  between 
them.  The  white  man,  upon  seeing  this,  picked  up  the  eagle  feather  and 
offered  to  the  red  man.  The  red  man  nodded  no  and  said  with  his  eyes,  "it 
is  yours  to  keep."  The  red  man  saw  the  eagle  feather  as  a sign  of  peace 
and  friendship  between  the  two  and  the  red  man  began  to  sing  again.  The 
white  man,  NOT  KNOWING  OR  UNDERSTANDING  the  red  man,  began  to  feel  the 
fear  grow  inside  his  heart.  The  fear  spreading  from  his  heart  to  his 
mind.  The  fear  being  too  much,  the  white  man  slayed  the  red  man.  The 
eagle  soaring  above  looked  down  and  wept  for  both  them.  The  white  man  was 

left  standing  alone,  holding  the  eagle  feather NOT  KNOWING  OR 

UNDERSTANDING  the  red  man. 

Upon  returning  home,  the  white  man  told  his  son  of  the  story  of  him  and 
the  red  man.  The  white  man  told  his  son  that  he  had  met  a red  man  in  the 
forest  and  the  red  man  talked  to  the  animals  and  prayed  to  the  devil.  He 
also  told  his  son  that  he  took  the  eagle  feather  from  the  red  man  as  a 
remembrance  of  his  courage  and  Godly  duty  to  kill  the  red  man  and  he 
called  the  red  man  a savage  for  living  as  he  did.  So  the  father  gave  the 
feather  to  his  son.  The  white  man's  son  passed  the  story  and  the  feather 
onto  his  son  and  both  were  passed  on  from  one  generation  to  the  next. 

All,  NOT  KNOWING  OR  UNDERSTANDING  the  red  man. 

The  story  and  the  feather  were  lost  over  time  but  history  books  and  films 
still  depict  the  red  man  as  a "SAVAGE."  The  black  child,  the  white  child, 
and  the  yellow  child  read  this  books  and  watch  these  films.  All,  NOT 
KNOWING  OR  UNDERSTANDING  the  red  man. 

ALL,  NOT  KNOWING  OR  UNDERSTANDING ME. 

"RE : Univ.  of  Arizona;  Mt. Graham;  HIV/AIDS"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Dan  1996  00:45:05  -0800 

From:  iitc@igc.apc.org  (International  Indian  Treaty  Council) 

Sub  j : Univ.  of  Arizona-  Mt. Graham  - HIV/AIDS 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

CONGRESSMAN  KOLBE  TRADES  INDIAN  HEALTH 
SERVICE  HIV  - AIDS  PREVENTION  FOR  UNIVERSITY 
OF  ARIZONA'S  MT.  GRAHAM  TELESCOPE 

In  a sick  twist  of  irony,  telescopes  on  Mt.  Graham  have  eliminated  an 
AIDS-HIV  study  that  was  intended  to  benefit  Native  Peoples'  efforts  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  AIDS-HIV.  This  is  the  latest  blow  by  the  University 
of  Arizona  to  Indigenous  peoples  religious  freedoms,  health  and  well 
being.  Below  is  the  text  of  Rep.  Dim  Kolbe's  Amendment  to  the  House 
Interior  Appropriations  Bill  as  reported  in  the  Congressional  Record  - 
House,  December  12,  1995  (p.  14309). 

"Amendment  No.  178:  Deletes  Senate  language  requiring  the  Indian  Health 
Service  to  prepare  a report  on  HIV-AIDS  prevention  needs,  and  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  a provision  which  allows  the  construction  of  a third 
telescope  on  Mount  Graham,  in  the  Coronado  National  Forest,  Arizona,  to 
proceed  under  the  terms  of  the  Arizona-Idaho  Conservation  Act  of  1988." 

This  rider  was  attached  to  the  Interior  Appropriations  Bill  and  has  the 
effect  of  exempting  the  University  of  Arizona's  Observatory  Project  from 
all  U.S.  environmental  and  cultural  protection  laws.  Fortunately, 
President  Clinton  vetoed  this  bill  yet  the  rider  is  still  attached  to  it 
and  the  University  of  Arizona's  administration  and  congressional 
representatives  are  determined  to  see  it  enacted  into  law.  Please  call 
and  demand  that  the  University  of  Arizona's  Mt.  Graham  rider  be  dropped 
and  the  Indian  Health  Service  HIV-AIDS  prevention  study  be  restored. 

Chairman  - Ralph  Regula  (R-OH)  202-225-3876 
202-225-3059  (fax) 

University  of  Arizona  President  Manuel  Pacheco 


520-621-5511 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  IND-NET,  Chiapas-L,  NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L 
listservers;  Chautauqua  Newsletter;  UUCP  & Genie  (General  Electric)  email; 
Planet  Peace;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc .women, soc . culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include j in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"The  first  American  mingled  with  his  pride  a singular  humility.  Spiritual 
arrogance  was  foreign  to  his  nature  and  teaching.  He  never  claimed  that 
his  power  of  articulate  speech  was  proof  of  superiority  over  'dumb 
creation';  on  the  other  handj  speech  is  to  him  a perilous  gift." 

"He  believes  profoundly  in  silence  - the  sign  of  perfect  equilibrium. 
Silence  is  the  absolute  poise  or  balance  of  bodyj  mind  and  spirit." 

"The  man  who  preserves  his  selfhood  ever  calm  and  unshaken  by  the  storms 
of  existence  - not  a leafj  as  it  werej  astir  on  the  treej  not  a ripple 
upon  the  surface  of  the  shining  pool  - hiSj  in  the  mind  of  the  unlettered 
sagej  is  the  ideal  attitude  and  conduct  of  life.  . ." 

"Silence  is  the  cornerstone  of  character." 

Dr.  Charles  Alexander  Eastman  (Ohiyesa)j  Santee  Sioux 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  ConfederacieSj 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 


[ States  Constitution,  | Nations. 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  \ 

j shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

"I've  seen  the  kingdoms  blow  like  ashes  in  the  winds  of  change,  but  the 
power  of  truth  is  the  fuel  for  the  flame,  so  the  darker  the  ages  get, 
there's  a stronger  beacon  yet." 

'Let  It  Be  Me',  words  by  Emily  Saliers,  Indigo  Girls 

"The  voice  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  was  a woman.  She  spoke  gently: 

"I  have  called  you  here  this  morning  to  give  you  a vision.  A great 
healing  will  take  place  on  the  Earth.  Now  is  the  time  for  all  people 
of  all  colors  to  come  together.  You  must  know  you  are  all  related. 

You  must  now  forgive  one  another.  The  time  of  difficulty  is  over. 

Look  at  one  another.  Look  into  each  other's  eyes.  Look  at  the  children. 
Look  at  the  Earth.  Look  at  the  water." 

Don  Coyhis,  Stockbridge-Munsee  Mohican,  co-founder  of  White  Bison,  Inc. 

I was  given  the  honor  of  distributing  this  simple  newsletter  to  and  for 
the  People  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop  by  making  us  all  aware  of  events 
that  touch  our  lives  and  the  lives  of  those  who  share  our  path.  It  is  a 
small  thing.  It  is  but  one  of  many  things  many  do  to  make  the  Circle  whole 
again . 

Many  Elders  and  Keepers  of  the  Ways  tell  us  it  is  time  to  stop  infighting 
and  name  calling.  It  is  time  to  come  together  as  one. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Letters  Needed : Peltier ' s Parole  - Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Letter  from  Leonard  - Elem  Colony  Pomos:  EMERGENCY 

- Letter  for  L.  Peltier's  Parole  - Crisis  at  Belcourt  Reservation 

- Red  Thunder  Cloud  - S.O.S.  Paugeesukq  Nation 

- Marcos'  Speech  at  Forum  - Spritchul  Stuff 

- Bison  Advocates  File  Suit  - Non-recognized 

- Courage 

- Nuxalk/Los  Angeles 

- Caretakers  of  Hotvela  in  Hopi 

- Mt.  Graham  Action  Alert 

- Grants  Pass,  Oregon 

- Natives  Denied  Access 

- Tobacco  Seed  Bank 

- Poem:  Respect 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

-  "RE:  Letters  Needed : Peltier ' s Parole" 

Date:  Sat,  13  Ian  96  00:44:14  EST 
From:  R23SQ@VM1.CC.UAKR0N.EDU  (Doe  Quickie) 

Sub j : URGENT!:  Letters  needed  ASAP  supporting  Peltier's  Parole 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, hr . indigenous 


gars@genie.geis.com 
gars@netcom . com 
gars@igc.apc.org 


According  to  "Washington  insiders"  with  whom  I've  spoken,  the 


U.S.  Parole  Commission  should  be  making  its  decision  regarding 
Leonard  Peltier's  parole  very  soon. 

It  is  EXTREMELY  URGENT  that  we  flood  them  with  letters  and  faxes 
supporting  Leonard's  parole  right  now. 

Please  write  and  (especially)  fax  the  U.S.  Parole  commission  at 
the  address/phone  numbers  below. 

Also,  I am  still  collecting  e-mail  to  print  and  mail  daily  to 
the  Parole  Commission. 

US  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd. 

Suite  420 

Chevy  Chase,  MD  20815 

General  Fax  Number:  (301)  492-6694 

Specific  members: 

3ohn  Simpson,  Chairman 
Eastern  Regional  Commission 
US  Parole  Commission 

Fax:  (301)  492-5525  (Doesn't  appear  operational  yet;  use  the  general 

fax  number  if  this  one  does  not  work) 

Ed  Riley,  Board  Chairman 
US  Parole  Commission 
Fax:  (301)  492-5307 

"RE : Letter  from  Leonard"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Han  1996  12:56:34  -0600  (CST) 

From:  freedom@prairienet .org  (Freedom  Heart  Rising) 

Sub j : Letter  From  Leonard: 

UUCP  email 

Hello:  This  is  the  letter  that  was  in  the  most  recent  Newsletter  of  the 
newsletter  that  the  LPDC  sends  out,  every  other  month.  Leonard  always 
writes  a letter  for  it.  If  you'd  like  a subscription,  they  cost  $12.00  a 
year,  for  6 issues.  They  come  out  every  other  month.  Send  check  or  money 
order  to: 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

P.0.  Box  583 

Lawrence,  Kansas  66044 

Make  check  payable  to:  Crazy  Horse  Spirit,  Inc. 

I thought  y'all  might  be  interested  in  hearing  what  Leonard,  himself,  has  to 
say ! 

Hope  this  finds  you  all  well. 

Take  care: 

Freedom 

++++++++ 

Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier:  (Nov. -Dec.  1995) 

Greetings  My  Friends  and  Supporters, 


I send  to  you  my  sincere  regards  this  holiday  season.  Although  I do  not 
practice  Christianity  I do  believe  in  the  Creator  and  share  many  of  the  same 


values  of  generosity,  charity,  and  commiseration.  I do  not  personally 
celebrate  Christmas,  but  this  time  of  year  always  fills  me  with  a certain 
amount  of  happiness.  I enjoy  seeing  the  growing  excitement  among  the 
children  and  feeling  a sense  of  warmth  as  adults  suddenly  realize  that 
December  is  a time  of  sharing,  of  demonstrating  compassion  and  good  will. 

I wish  that  I could  round  up  my  kids  and  grandchildren  and  watch  the  joy  in 
their  eyes  as  they  tear  into  their  presents.  I cannot  be  there  for  them  in 
this  way,  but  they  must  know  that  they  carry  me  in  their  hearts  because  my 
love  for  them  is  so  deep. 

But  not  every  child  will  have  the  delight  of  being  with  loved  ones,  getting 
new  toys,  and  devouring  an  enormous  meal.  For  many  the  holidays  are  a 
painful  reminder  of  poverty.  Although  my  network  has  worked  every  year  on 
getting  gifts  distributed,  most  everything  collected  was  used  but  in  good  or 
excellent  condition  and  we  inevitably  ran  into  the  problem  of  having  lots  to 
give  to  certain  age  groups  and  nothing  for  infants  and  teenagers. 

This  year,  with  the  help  of  my  cousin  Dim  Robideau,  we  assembled  a list  of 
nearly  fifty  children,  found  each  one  a sponsor,  and  provided  new,  age 
appropriate  gifts.  I am  very  proud  of  all  the  good-hearted  people  who 
participated  in  this  project!  We  not  only  provided  toys  and  warm  winter 
clothes;  we  also  collected  blankets  and  diapers.  It  is  my  hope  that  the 
success  of  this  year's  project  will  allow  us  to  reach  out  to  hundreds  of 
children  next  year.  THANK  YOU  to  everyone  who  helped  in  making  this  a dream 
come  true.  And  I ask  that  the  special  spirit  that  you  feel  right  now  not 
fade  away  by  the  first  week  of  Danuary.  Please  carry  it  with  you  all  year 
through ! 

I also  want  to  extend  a very  paternal  and  proud  congratulations  to  my 
adopted  son,  Ernie  Stevens  Dr.  who  has  been  elected  First  Vice  President  of 
the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians.  Page  two  provides  an  interview 
on  his  feelings  and  goals  regarding  his  new  position.  Even  as  a young  kid, 

I knew  that  Ernie  was  destined  for  greatness.  Now  he's  proving  me  right. 

That ' s my  boy! 

We  have  had  a good  year.  I am  still  in  prison,  but  much  progress  has  been 
made  toward  gaining  my  long  overdue  release.  We  have  been  able  to  refile  a 
request  for  Freedom  of  Information  Act  materials.  Though  nothing  has  been 
released  so  far  and  we  will  have  to  fight  for  every  page,  the  fact  that  the 
Attorney  General  has  instituted  more  lenient  guidelines  makes  us  confident 
that  we  will  receive  new  information  in  the  near  future.  Support  all  over 
Europe  continues  to  grow,  and  I must  thank  every  member  of  the  EALP  for 
their  dedication  and  hard  work.  Also,  a special  thank  you  to  the  Dreavers, 
Diane  Martin,  Peter  Grant,  Warren  Allmond  and  everyone  else  working  on  my 
case  in  Canada.  David  Dellinger  also  deserves  recognition  for  his  work  on 
projects  like  the  Fast  for  Dustice  and  the  National  Committee  For  Nonviolent 
Civil  Disobedience  to  Free  Leonard  Peltier,  and  for  his  participation  in 
Peltier  Weekend,  which  was  a great  success  generating  new  support  around  DC, 
and  a lot  of  media  coverage.  Thanks  to  all  of  my  speakers  and  performers 
including  Rev.  Hesse  Hackson,  Pete  Seegar,  Dr.  Faye  Williams,  Suzi  Baer  and 
Congressmen  Conyers,  Clay,  Richardson,  Kennedy,  and  Faleomavaega . 

Our  LPFC  office  in  Washington  DC,  has  made  it  possible  to  open  doors 
previously  locked  to  us.  Ron  Lessard  continues  to  work  day  and  night  in 
presenting  my  case  in  the  Dustice  Department,  House,  and  Senate.  He 
arranges  meetings,  distributes  materials,  and  researches  every  detail  of  my 
court  proceedings.  His  effort  has  resulted  in  many  gains. 

The  LPSG  network  continues  to  grow  as  well.  I encourage  my  readers  to  join 
our  network  by  filling  out  the  form  in  the  centerfold  of  this  publication. 

Our  LPSG  members  ensure  my  hope  for  the  future,  and  I am  pleased  to  be  able 
to  announce  this  year's  Support  Group  Member  of  the  Year:  Mike  Eckhardt  of 
Columbus,  OH  for  his  efforts  as  Region  Four  Coordinator,  his  continuous 
speaking  engagements  and  educational  forums,  thousands  of  collected 
petitions  and  letters,  innovative  ways  to  spread  information,  participation 
in  the  trip  to  the  United  Nations  Summit,  and  tireless  dedication  to  the 
struggle . 

I thank  all  of  my  family  and  friends  and  wish  everyone  a peaceful,  happy, 
healthy,  and  safe  holiday  season.  I ask  only  that  you  continue  to  remember 
the  less  fortunate  not  just  on  certain  days,  but  throughout  the  year. 


In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse: 
Leonard  Peltier 


"RE : Letter  for  L.  Peltier's  Parole"  

Date:  Sun,  14  lan  96  15:28:15  EST 

From:  R21SQ@VM1.CC.UAKR0N.EDU  (Doe  Quickie) 

Sub j : Dan.  14  - Letter  for  L.  Peltier's  Parole  (New) 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, hr . indigenous 

I am  mailing  a copy  of  this  letter  to  the  Parole  Commission. 
I ask  that  you  please  sign  and  fax  or  mail  a copy  of  this 
letter  or  your  own  letter  of  support  to  the  Parole  Commission. 
Or  sign  this  and  e-mail  this  or  your  own  letter  of  support 
to  me,  and  I'll  print  it  and  mail  it  to  the  Parole  Commission. 
Or  (better),  do  both.  -Doe  Quickie 


Mr.  Dohn  Simpson,  Chairman 
United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd. 

Suite  420 

Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 

FAX:  (301)  492-6694 

Dear  Mr.  Simpson, 

I'm  sure  you're  very  aware  of  the  blizzard  that  hit  the  East 
Coast  recently.  Most  of  the  Washington,  D.C.  area  was  shut  down, 
largely  because  it  wasn't  prepared  to  handle  such  an  unusual 
event.  It  lacked  procedures  to  deal  with  such  an  extraordinary 
situation,  but  this  lack  of  procedures  made  the  situation  no  less 
real . 

This  is  a very  close  parallel  to  a current  case  you  are 
reviewing,  that  of  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier.  It,  too,  is  an  unusual 
and  extraordinary  situation  - a man  wrongfully  imprisoned  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  largely  as  a by-product  of  extreme 
corruption  on  the  part  of  specific  government  agencies  of  the 
time;  a prisoner  whose  release  is  supported  by  literally  tens  of 
millions  of  people,  including  bishops,  priests,  religious 
organizations,  members  of  congress,  and  several  foreign 
governments . 

There  may  not  be  procedures  to  deal  with  paroling  an 
innocent  man;  parole  procedures  appear  to  be  set  up  to  deal  with 
convicted,  guilty  criminals.  Mr.  Peltier  should  never  have  been 
jailed  in  the  first  place.  But,  as  was  the  case  with  the 
blizzard,  a lack  of  procedures  makes  the  situation  no  less  real. 

Mr.  Simpson,  justice  must  be  served;  I urge  and  beseech  you 
to  release  Mr.  Peltier,  to  have  the  strength  to  bring  about  a 
release  that  is  long-since  overdue.  Strike  a blow  for  justice 
and  free  Leonard  Peltier. 

Sincerely, 


"RE:  Red  Thunder  Cloud"  

Date:  96/01/15  07:41 

From:  Dr.  Who  via  Dames  Audlin  (j.audlin@genie.geis.com) 
Sub j : Red  Thunder  Cloud 

GE  Electronic  Mail 


Dr.  Who, 


Beery  Miller  was  kind  enough  to  pass  your  post  on  to  me,  since  I hadn't  seen 
it.  I have  forwarded  it  to  Night  Owl  for  inclusion  in  WOTANGING  IKCHE  I 

might  take  this  moment  to  reminisce  (and  Night  Owl  is  welcome  to  use  my  own 

humble  words  too,  if  he  likes) . 

I have  the  honor  and  joy  of  saying  that  I knew  Grandfather  Red  Thundercloud 
personally.  I last  saw  him  this  past  summer  when  we  both  taught  at  the 
Native  American  Elders'  Conference,  in  Bristol,  Vermont.  We  spent  a lot  of 
time  together,  talking  and  sharing.  He  was  a magnificent  man,  handsome  even 
in  his  elder  years,  with  a dry  sense  of  humor,  and  a profound  understanding 
of  the  Catawba  culture  that  is,  with  the  dropping  of  his  robe,  lost  now  to 
us.  The  beauty  of  his  soul  is  indescribable;  even  as  I type  these  words  I 
feel  his  presence,  and  see  the  bright  glint  in  his  eyes  and  hear  that 
incredible  voice.  Grandfather  Red  Thundercloud,  I will  go  out  now  and  look 
in  the  sky.  One  of  the  stars  burning  up  their  tonight  is  your  campfire  as 
you  travel  on  the  road  that  leads  to  where  our  ancestors  dwell.  Travel  in 

peace,  and  remember  us  who  follow  behind.  Hau,  mitaquye  oyasin! 

DRWHO  [DR.  WHO]  at  22:00  EST 

An  article  dated  14  January  1996  in  the  Harrisburg  Patriot-News  and 
attributed  to  the  New  York  Times  had  a sad  announcement.  The  last  Native 
American  speaking  the  Catawba  language  died  last(?)  Monday. 

Red  Thunder  Cloud  died  from  a stroke  at  the  age  of  76  in  St. 

Vincent's  Hospital,  Worcester,  Massachusetts.  Thunder  Cloud 

was  a singer,  dancer  and  story  teller.  He  also  sold  a line  of  teas 

made  from  herbs  he  collected  in  the  wild. 

Catawba  is  an  eastern  North  American  branch  of  the  Siouxian 
language  family.  Thunder  Cloud  made  recordings  of  the 
Catawba  language  in  the  1940s  for  MIT.  He  also  recorded 
Catawba  songs  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  These  are  his 
legacy  to  us  and  modern  English-speaking  Catawbas. 

The  death  of  Red  Thunder  Cloud  marks  the  end  of  Catawba  as 
a language  spoken  by  native  speakers.  It  is  always  sad  to  have 
an  individual  die,  but  it  is  even  more  so  when  that  person  is  the 
last  native  speaker  of  a language.  Culture  is  passed  along  to 
subsequent  generations  through  language.  There  is  no 
substitution  for  leaning  a culture  in  its  native  language.  One  can 
observe  and  learn  about  a culture,  but  one  cannot  truly  be  part  of 
it  without  understanding  its  language. 

The  policy  of  the  US  government  in  the  19th  and  early  20th 
centuries  was  to  teach  (often  forcibly)  Native  American  children 
to  speak  English.  They  believed  this  would  make  it  easier  to 
assimilate  these  children  into  US  culture.  This  policy  led  to  the 
extinction  or  near  extinction  of  many  Native  American  languages 
and  cultures.  When  any  language  becomes  extinct  we  all  lose. 

We  lose  the  feelings  and  expression  of  those  people  through  their 
poetry,  art,  songs,  and  beliefs.  English  (or  some  other  language) 
translations  can  never  convey  the  true  depth  of  their  expression 
in  that  language. 

Dr.  Who 
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MARCOS  ATTENDED  PLENARY  OF  THE  INDIGENOUS  NATIONAL  FORUM 

WORDS  OF  SUBCOMANDANTE  MARCOS  IN  THE  PLENARY  OF  THE  INDIGENOUS  NATIONAL  FORUM 
SAN  CRISTOBAL  DE  LAS  CASAS,  CHIAPAS,  MEXICO 


January  7,  1996 


Indigenous  Brothers  and  Sisters  who  participated  in  this  Indigenous 
National  Forum: 

Through  my  voice  speaks  the  voice  of  the  Zapatista  Army  of  National 
Liberation . 

We  want,  first  of  all,  to  give  thanks  to  the  legislators  of  the 
Commission  for  Condord  and  Peace  (COCOPA)  and  the  members  of  the  National 
Commission  for  Intermediation  (CONAI),  presided  by  Samuel  Ruiz  Garcia, 
for  the  efforts  they  realized  to  make  possible  our  presence  in  this 
forum.  We  want  to  give  public  recognition  for  their  work  with  the 
supreme  government  to  obtain  the  guarantees  and  facilities  that  made 
possible  our  trip  from  the  jungle  to  our  being  here  with  you. 

Both  the  COCOPA  and  the  CONAI  demonstrated  once  again,  only  a few  days 
before  this  day  that  joins  us  here,  their  will  and  determination  for  a 
just  and  dignified  peace,  and  to  make  sure  the  road  of  dialogue  continues  to 
be  the  only  one  to  resolve  the  war  initiated  more  than  two  years  ago. 

I want  to  thank  also  my  companeros  bosses,  the  comandantes  of  the 
Indigenous  Revolutionary  Clandestine  Committee-General  Command  of  the 
Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation  (CCRI-CG  del  EZLN),  for  the 
opportunity  they  gave  me  to  attend  this  important  reunion.  Their 
indications  and  orientations  have  demonstrated  for  many  years  to  have  the 
wisdom  and  the  patience  of  our  more  ancient  brothers. 

But  I want  to  especially  thank  all  the  indigenous  brothers  and  sisters 
who,  from  different  parts  of  Mexico  and  the  world,  have  sacrificed  and 
gone  through  suffering  and  losses  to  be  present  here  to  speak  and  listen 
to  the  paths  toward  the  place  that  the  original  inhabitants  of  these  lands 
deserve.  It  is  for  us  a great  honor.  The  best  reward  to  the  blood  of 
our  brothers  fallen  in  combat  and  the  suffering  and  scarcities  of  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  indigenous  Zapatista  communities,  is  having 
the  opportunity  to  speak  and  listen  to  you  and  to  us.  Receive  our 
military  salute  and  accept  us  as  your  youngest  brothers  and  sisters,  your 
learners,  your  followers,  your  companeros. 

In  order  to  correspond  with  this  joy,  I ask  that  you  allow  me  to  tell  you 
a story  that  I heard  10  years  ago  by  the  mouth  of  one  like  you,  a great 
knower  with  dark  skin  and  indigenous  blood. 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  RAINBOW 

The  evening  was  about  to  stop  being  so.  There  was  a brilliant  grey  that 
announces  the  dawn.  The  Old  Antonio  finished  fixing  two  bags  of 
pergamino  coffee  and  sat  next  to  me.  I waited  for  the  encounter  to  help 
me  cross  a population  where  there  were  no  companeros.  The  crossing  would 
be  by  night.  At  daybreak,  January  emerged  and  1986  dawned.  Times  to 
still  be  hidden,  to  be  occult  from  those  we  would  become  a part  of 
later.  I looked  toward  the  west  and,  ambushed  behind  the  pipe's  smoke,  I 
tried  to  dream  of  a different  morning. 

Old  Antonio  remained  silent  and  barely  made  the  necessary  noise  to  make 
one  of  those  cigarettes  that  announces  smoke  an  stories.  But  Old  Antonio 
did  not  speak.  He  stayed  there  looking  toward  where  I was  looking  and 
waited,  patiently,  until  I spoke:  "Until  when  will  we  be  hiding  from  our 
people?,"  I said  while  the  last  mouthful  of  smoke  escaped  through  the 
bowl  of  the  pipe. 

Old  Antonio  coughed  and  decided  finally  to  light  the  cigarette  and  the 
word.  Slowly,  as  one  who  heals  hope.  Old  Antonio  re-lighted  the  evening 
with  . . . 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  7 RAINBOWS 

"In  the  very  early  beginning  of  the  worlds,  where  later  our  greatest 
grandfathers  walked,  the  greatest  gods,  those  who  gave  birth  to  the  world, 
the  first,  came  down  to  speak  to  the  men  and  the  women  of  corn.  It  was 
an  evening  as  this  one,  of  cold,  blinking  rain  and  sun.  The  first  gods  sat 
to  talk  with  the  men  and  women  of  corn  to  agree  on  the  path  to  be  walked 


by  the  real  men  and  women.  Because  these  gods,  who  were  the  very  first, 
who  gave  birth  to  the  world,  were  not  bossy  as  the  gods  that  came  later, 
they  were  not  bossy  the  first  gods,  they  sought  the  good  agreement 
between  them  and  the  men  and  women  of  corn.  They  sought  to  always  arrive 
at  the  good  path  together,  with  good  accord  and  good  word.  So  they  were 
in  this  evening,  which  was  of  the  world  the  very  first,  speaking  the 
greatest  gods  with  the  men  and  women  of  corn  - with  their  equals. 

They  agreed  to  seek  the  good  agreements  with  other  men  and  women,  with 
other  languages  and  other  thoughts.  The  men  and  women  of  corn  had  to 
walk  very  far  within  their  heart  to  seek  the  words  that  other  men  and 
women,  that  other  colors,  that  other  hearts  would  understand. 

So  they  came  to  agreement  on  the  work  for  the  men  and  women  of  corn  to 
make  a good  world.  So  they  agreed  that  7 were  the  very  fist  tasks,  the 
most  important  to  make  us  new.  And  the  fist  7 gods  spoke,  those  who  gave 
birth  to  the  world,  saying  that  7 were  the  tasks  that  should  be 
accomplished  so  that  the  world  is  made  good  and  make  us  new.  The  greatest 
gods,  7 they  were  because  7 were  the  winds  or  th  skies  that  gave  rood  to 
the  world  and  as  such  the  first  gods  said  that  these  were  the  7 skies; 
the  seventh  wind  of  NOHOCHAACYUM,  the  great  father  Chaac.  In  the  sixth 
wind  the  CHAACOB  or  gods  of  rain.  In  the  fight  the  KUILOB  KAAXOB.  In 
the  fourth  wind  the  guardians  of  animals.  In  the  third  wind  the  bad 
spirits.  In  the  second,  the  gods  of  the  wind.  In  the  first,  immediately 

on  top  of  the  earth,  the  BALAMOB  that  care  for  the  crosses  of  the  pueblo 

and  the  corn  stalks.  In  the  deepness  was  KISIN,  the  god  of  tremor  and 
fear,  the  devil. 

- The  first  gods  also  said  that  there  were  7 colors  and  7 the  number  they 
counted.  And  the  story  of  the  colors,  I have  already  told  you  the  other 
day  and  the  one  of  the  7 tasks  I will  tell  you  later  if  there  is  time  and 

a way  for  you  to  listen  and  a way  for  I to  tell  you  - hurried  Old  Antonio 

while  the  last  brightness  of  his  cigarette  extinguished. 

Then  comes  the  silence  in  which  Old  Antonio  re-forges  smoke  and  dreams. 

A small  lightning  in  the  match  of  his  hand  and  the  smoke  continues: 

"So  the  men  and  women  of  corn  agreed  in  fulfilling  the  7 tasks  so  that 
the  world  was  made  good.  And  they  looked  to  where  the  sun  and  the  moon 
take  turns  to  sleep  and  asked  the  first  gods  how  much  they  should  walk 
in  order  to  fulfill  the  7 tasks  that  serve  to  make  a new  world.  So  the 
first  gods  said  that  7 times  7 they  will  walk  the  7 because  that  is  how 
the  number  came  out  which  reminds  us  that  not  everything  comes  in  pairs 
and  that  there  is  always  room  for  another.  So  the  men  and  women  of  corn 
said  good  and  returned  their  sight  to  the  mountain  that  served  as  a small 
box  keeping  the  breasts  of  mother  earth  in  turns,  one  by  day  the  other  by 
night.  And  in  seeing  this,  the  men  and  women  of  corn  asked  themselves 
how  would  they  know  how  many  times  is  7 times  7 walking  the  number  7;  and 
the  first  gods  said  that  they  did  not  know  either  because  they  were  the 
first  gods,  but  they  did  not  know  everything  and  they  also  had  to  study  a 
lot;  and  that  is  why  they  would  not  leave  but  remained  with  the  men  and 
women  of  corn  to  learn  together  the  new.  So  they  made  a reunion  among  the 
first  gods  and  the  men  and  women  of  corn  and  they  thought  together  so 
that  together  they  could  find  the  good  path  that  would  make  the  world  new. 

And  so  there  they  were,  that  is  thinking  themselves,  that  is  knowing 
themselves,  that  is  speaking  themselves,  that  is  learning  themselves, 
that  is  being  when  the  rain  hung  right  in  the  middle  of  the  afternoon 
without  falling  or  getting  up,  just  being  there;  and  the  men  and  women  of 
corn  remained  there  seeing  and  also  the  first  gods;  and  just  there  a 
bridge  of  light  and  clouds  began  to  paint  itself  and  from  the  mountain 
came  the  bridge  and  to  the  valley  went  the  bridge  and  then  clearly  it 
could  be  seen  that  the  bridge  of  colors,  clouds  and  light  did  not  go 
anywhere  nor  did  it  come  from  anywhere  but  was  just  there,  on  top  of  the 
rain  and  the  world.  And  the  bridge  of  light,  colors  and  clouds  had  7 
colors  like  stripes.  And  the  first  gods  and  the  men  and  women  of  corn 
saw  again  and  again  they  was  the  bridge  that  did  not  come  nor  go 
anywhere,  it  was  just  there  and  then  they  understood  that  the  bridge  of 
colors,  clouds  and  light  does  not  come  nor  go  but  serves  to  come  and  go; 
and  so  they  became  happy  all  who  were  thinking  themselves  and  learning 
themselves  and  they  knew  that  that  was  the  good  - to  be  a bridge  so  that 


the  good  worlds  come  and  go,  the  new  ones  that  we  make  for  ourselves. 

And  quickly  the  musicians  brought  out  their  instruments  and  quickly  the 
first  gods  and  the  real  men  and  women  of  corn  pulled  out  their  feet  and 
they  began  to  dance  because  the  had  been  thinking  themselves  and  knowing 
themselves  and  speaking  themselves  and  learning  themselves.  And  now  that 
they  finished  dancing  themselves,  they  met  again  and  found  that  7 times  7 
meant  that  7 rainbows  of  7 colors  had  to  be  make  walking  so  that  the  7 
main  tasks  could  be  fulfilled.  And  so  it  was  known  also  that  at  the  end 
of  the  7 there  were  7 more  because  the  bridges  of  clouds,  colors  and 
light  do  not  come  nor  go,  they  have  no  beginning  and  no  finally,  they  do 
not  start  nor  end,  but  continue  to  cross  from  one  side  to  the  other.  And 
that  is  the  agreement  arrived  at  by  the  first  gods  and  men  and  women  of 
corn,  the  real  ones,  they  spend  their  lives  making  bridges,  and  bridges 
are  also  made  in  death.  Bridges  always  of  colors  of  clouds  and  of  light, 
bridges  always  to  go  from  one  place  to  the  other,  to  carry  out  the  tasks 
that  give  birth  to  the  new  world,  that  makes  us  good  7 times  7,  walking 
the  7,  the  men  and  women  of  corn,  the  real  ones.  Making  bridges  they 
live,  making  themselves  bridges  they  die.  . . 

"The  Old  Antonio  becomes  quiet.  I stare  at  him  and  am  about  to  ask  him 
what  does  that  have  to  do  with  my  question  about  how  long  will  we  be 
hiding,  when  a light  renews  his  look  and  smiling  he  signals  the  mountain 
to  me,  to  the  west.  I turn  around  and  see  a rainbow  that  does  not  come 
nor  go,  that  is  just  there,  bridging  worlds,  bridging  dreams  . . . 

Today,  in  the  seventh  day  for  the  year's  awakening,  up  to  6 rainbows 
appeared  in  the  path.  Contradicting  the  anguish  in  the  chest  and  the  dry 
asphyxia  of  keeping  awake  the  night  before,  a bridge,  a curve  of  light,  of 
clouds  and  of  colors,  6 time  reminded  of  Old  Antonio  and  his  story  of  7 
rainbows.  I passed  the  path  waiting  the  appearance  of  the  seventh  and 
the  cold  brought  other  memories  of  a dawn  tow  years  ago  when  with  bombs 
and  soldiers  the  dark  skinned  Enough  is  Enough!  dawned  the  world.  Two 
years  ago,  in  these  same  lands,  indigenous  dignity  awoke  and  awoke  us. 

The  pain  was  not  little  nor  small  was  the  death.  But  that  is  another 
story  and  I only  wanted  to  tell  you  that  just  here  was  the  seventh 
rainbow,  in  this  reunion  or  forum  in  which  we  are  thinking  ourselves, 
speaking  ourselves,  learning  ourselves,  knowing  ourselves.  And  I want  to 
tell  you  that  this,  your  and  ours,  is  the  seventh  rainbow,  the  seventh 
rainbow  that  we  have  to  make  ourselves  to  give  birth  ourselves  to  new 
worlds.  So  we  need  only  7 times  7 to  walk  the  7,  to  say  and  tell 
ourselves  that  we  have  finished  the  7 tasks  that  give  birth  to  the  good 
world,  to  the  one  that  makes  us  new. 

Thank  you  brothers  and  sister.  Welcome  the  rainbow,  welcome  the  bridge, 
welcome  the  step  that  takes  and  brings,  welcome  always  the  word  that 
walks,  yours,  ours,  that  of  everyone  that  is  us. 

>From  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast 

Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos 

Mexico,  on  the  seventh  day  of  lanuary  of  1996 

(translated  by  Adriana  Manjarrez,  National  Center  for  Democracy, 

Liberty  and  lustice) 
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BISON  ADVOCATES  FILE  SUIT  AGAINST  U.S.  ARMY 
Approval  of  New  Mexico  Sport  Hunt  Violates  Federal  Law 

In  an  eight-page  complaint  filed  this  morning.  The  Fund  for 
Animals,  Sangre  de  Cristo  Animal  Protection,  the  Inter-Tribal 
Bison  Cooperative,  the  Pueblo  of  Picuris,  and  Dine'  Care  sued  the 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Army  to  rescind  permission  for  the  New 
Mexico  Department  of  Game  and  Fish  (NMGF)  to  hold  a bison  hunt  on 
the  Fort  Wingate  Depot  military  installation.  The  complaint, 
filed  in  the  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  District  of  New  Mexico, 
alleges  that  the  Army  failed  to  comply  with  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA)  before  authorizing  the  hunt. 

NEPA  requires  any  federal  agency  to  prepare  an  environmental 
analysis  before  approving  an  activity  that  may  affect  the 
environment.  In  today's  complaint.  Grove  T.  Burnett,  attorney  for 
the  Western  Environmental  Law  Center  representing  the  plaintiffs, 
asks  for  "the  issuance  of  a preliminary  and  permanent  injunction 
enjoining  Defendants  from  taking  any  actions  in  furtherance  of 
any  bison  hunt  at  the  Fort  Wingate  Depot  until  Defendants  comply 
with  NEPA  by  preparing  an  Environmental  Assessment  or  an 
Environmental  Impact  Statement." 

The  bison  population  on  the  Fort  Wingate  Depot  is  estimated  at  60 
animals,  and  the  NMGF  wants  to  offer  sport  hunting  permits  for 
nine  bison.  The  hunts  are  planned  for  January  13-14,  January  20-21,  and 
January  27-28.  Bison  have  not  been  hunted  in  New  Mexico 
since  1884. 

"Federal  agencies  must  take  very  clear  steps  under  federal  law 
before  authorizing  a hunt  such  as  this,  and  the  U.S.  Army  simply 
ignored  these  steps,"  says  D.J.  Schubert,  wildlife  biologist  for 
The  Fund  for  Animals.  "This  proposed  bison  hunt  is  illegal, 
unethical,  and  must  be  stopped." 

The  Fund  for  Animals  is  a national  animal  protection  organization 
with  1,000  New  Mexico  members  and  200,000  supporters  nationwide. 

Sangre  de  Cristo  Animal  Protection  is  a New  Mexico  organization 
with  1,600  members.  The  Inter-Tribal  Bison  Cooperative  represents 
37  tribes  in  15  states  (including  six  in  New  Mexico),  and  the 
Pueblo  of  Picuris  and  Dine'  Care  are  Native  American 
organizations  that  attach  deep  cultural  and  religious 
significance  to  bison. 

The  Fund  for  Animals  has  video  footage  available  of  a bison  hunt 
outside  Yellowstone  National  Park,  during  which  wounded  bison 
flop  on  the  ground  attempting  to  stand  due  to  spinal  cord 
injuries.  For  a copy  of  the  footage  and/or  the  legal  complaint, 
please  call  (301)  585-2591. 

"RE : Courage"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Jan  1996  18:03:38  -0800  (PST) 

From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Subject:  Courage.... 

UUCP  email 
O'  siyo. . . 

Tonight  I read  the  heart  words  of  a 10  year  old  little  girl... a child 
of  light... and  I listen  to  the  music  of  How  the  West  Was  Lost... and  I go 
back  to  another  time. . another  world... of  goodness.. of  innocence. . .of 
peaceful  heart.. and  I wish  to  share  my  heart  with  you... 

So  often.. I am  blessed  with  letters  from  so  many ...  almost  a thousand  a 
week  now... of  those  who  come. . believing  in  light.. 

Our  "Little  Sparrow" ... .whose  letter  I just  forwarded  to  you... A child 
who  has  serious. .very  serious .. physical  problems . .who  is  frequently 
hospitalized ...  but  who  never  complains ...  of  the  pain. . .never. . .A  child 
who  only  wants  to  make  Indian  Jewelry  for  each  in  the  circle... who  wishes 


to  give... and  asks  nothing  in  return.  I can  never  tell  you  how  my  heart 
feels  for  this  child... how  much  I love  her... For  she  stands  as  a symbol... to 
bridge  the  gap  of  both  worlds... She  is  our  hope. . .Perhaps  our  only  one. 

Those  of  you  who  know  me  know  I have  never  asked  anything  to 
teach ...  never  asked.. but  now  I do... I ask  each  of  you.. to  write  this 
child.. to  offer  her  hope.. for  none  of  you  can  know  and  I can  not  reveal 
the  darkness  in  her  life  now... how  she  holds  onto  life  at  this  moment 
with  only  the  thread  of  believing  in  love ...  Please  hear  me  when  I say 
this  strongly. . . 

Tomorrow  is  her  birthday .. .And  she  only  thinks  of  us... to  give  to  us 
things  that  she  might  make  to  send  to  us. 

Tonight  I read  posts  on  Native  Net... from  many  talking  about 
"wannabes" ...  intellectual  arguments .. continued  anger ...  arguments  about 
blood  quorums ...  about  registrations ...  about  things  that  are  NOT 
important .. and  I feel  much  anger  at  this... when  I think  of  a small  little 
girl,  who  might  not  live  to  become  the  woman  she  wishes  to  be... For  she 
shared  with  me.. "I  want  someday  to  be  a marine  biologist  and  swim  with 
the  dolphins".  She  may  never  get  to  do  this  thing. 

Does  it  matter  who  is  registered .. .who  is  an  Indian?  Does  it?  I say  NO! 
I offer  to  you  that  all  hearts  are  the  same  color.. red!  I ask  you  to 
stand  for  this... to  forget  the  color  of  skin... To  remember  that  only  in 
light  shall  a living  thing  thrive... To  step  out  of  the  darkness  of 
anger.. and  to  remember  this  child... this  beautiful  child  I love  so 
much... who  may  never  live  to  have  her  grandchildren ....  never  live  to  see 
her  dreams  come  true.... 

I am  so  sorry  for  this  letter  to  you  in  anguish... I try  very  hard  never 
to  burden  any  of  you  with  the  pain  that  I sometimes  feel... but  tonight 
when  I got  this  letter  from  a child  who  is  so  innocent  and  I had  been 

reading  the  anger  words  from  the  list  server  I am  on I simply  had  to 

share  with  you  my  heart...  Please .. Please ...  stop  the  arguments .. stop 
tearing  First  Nations  apart  by  the  pettiness  of  quarreling. . .Think  of  a 
child  of  courage . .whose  skin  is  not  as  dark  as  mine... but  whose  heart  is 
oh... so  much  more  beautiful.... 

I can  give  this  child  nothing  in  time  for  her  Birthday. . .but  perhaps 
this  thing. .the  words  of  someone  I loved  very  much... who  once  told  me 
before  she  transformed .. "Granddaughter , perhaps  someday  they  will  hear 
our  words  with  their  hearts ...  Perhaps  someday  they  will  dare  to  Believe 
the  Dream,  of  One  Nation .. .Whatever  else  you  might  do  in  life,  tell  them 
this... how  we  love  all  who  come  to  us... how  much  joy  they  give  to  us  when 
we  can  feed  them.. Tell  them  all... how  the  Grandmothers  and  Grandfathers 

are  color  blind and  see  only  into  their  hearts. . .Tell  them 

this  thing. . . " 

I have  told  you 

"RE : Nuxalk/Los  Angeles"  

Date:  Thu,  11  lan  96  02:13:51  -0500  (EST) 

From:  enanfnca@web.apc.org  (Orin  Langelle) 

Sub j : Nuxalk/Los  Angeles 

UUCP  email 

NUXALK  NATION  CHIEFS  VISIT  LOS  ANGELES 
January  10-13,  1996 

The  territorial  land  of  the  Nuxalk  (Nu-Hauck)  Nation  is  located 
in  the  Great  Coast  Rainforest  of  the  central  coast  of  British 
Columbia.  This  land  is  being  decimated  by  logging  in  violation 
of  the  Canadian  government's  own  national  laws  and  agreements 
concerning  tribal  nations  and  their  lands.  Two  Nuxalk  Nation 
Chiefs,  Ed  Moody  and  Lawrence  Pootlass,  will  visit  Los  Angeles 
January  10-13,  1996  for  an  interchange  with  the  people  of 
Southern  California.  The  Chiefs  are  coming  to  remind  us  all  of 
the  connections  between  northern  temperate  forests,  the  lives  of 
sovereign  native  peoples,  the  health  of  the  global  biosphere  and 


the  wood  and  paper  products  we  use  in  our  daily  lives. 

The  Nuxalk  Nation  has  not  signed  any  treaty  agreement  with  the 
Canadian  government  but  International  Forest  Products  Ltd. 

(INTERFOR)  is  working  with  the  government's  armed  assistance  to 
deforest  the  tribal  area  as  quickly  as  possible.  Further,  the 
Canadian  government  is  actively  working  to  usurp  native  land 
rights  in  British  Columbia  and  to  change  the  traditional  ways  of 
the  indigenous  nations  to  accommodate  the  decimation  of  their  land 
by  corporations  such  as  INTERFOR. 

The  Flead  Chiefs  of  the  Nuxalk  Nation  directly  involved  in  this 
struggle  will  be  in  Los  Angeles  this  week.  These  individuals 
were  imprisoned  for  attempting  to  stop  the  decimation  of  their 
land  and  traditional  food  sources,  and  their  trial  resumes  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  British  Columbia  on  January  15th.  They  now  seek 
to  bring  the  Canadian  government's  refusal  to  heed  its  own  laws 
and  decrees  into  the  light  of  international  scrutiny. 

Events  in  LA  will  kick  off  Thursday  lanuary  11,  1996  with  a 
presentation  by  the  Chiefs  to  hundreds  of  schoolchildren  at  the 
Mt.  Vernon  Middle  School  (9:00  AM  - 10:10  AM  4066  17th  ST.,  Los 
Angeles).  Contact  Kim  Mizrahi  at  310-306-0655.  A blessing  for 
the  Earth  will  take  place  at  the  bluffs  overlooking  the  Ballona 
Wetlands  at  12:00  Noon,  (80th  and  Berger  St).  On  Friday,  lanuary 
12th,  the  Chiefs  will  again  share  their  message  with  the 
children,  this  time  at  the  Crossroads  School  in  Santa  Monica  from 
8:40  AM  to  9:00  AM.  An  informal  gathering  will  take  place  at  the 
Earth  Trust  House  that  evening  starting  at  7:00  PM  (20110 
Rockport  Way,  Malibu,  CA) . 

In  these  days  of  changing  global  weather  patterns  the  effects  of 
forest  decimation  will  be  felt  by  us  here  in  Los  Angeles.  With 
NAFTA  we  will  see  the  continued  decimation  of  native  peoples' 
resources  throughout  the  continent.  We  stand  with  the  Nuxalk 
people  in  their  fight  to  protect  their  ancestral  tribal  lands. 

To  the  Nuxalk,  the  land  is  alive,  a sacred  gift  from  the  creator, 
and  the  people  are  obligated  by  Potlatch  to  protect  the  land  so 
that  it  will  continue  to  provide  for  them.  We  ask  that  all 
people  everywhere  concerned  with  the  future  and  the  health  of  the 
planet  and  our  children  stand  with  the  Nuxalk  as  well.  The 
struggle  to  protect  sacred  land  by  the  Nuxalk  Nation  will  be  one 
of  the  major  environmental  victories  of  1996. 

Contacts : 

Forest  Action  Network  (FAN  California) 

John  Quigley,  Earth  Trust,  310-456-8300,  FAX  310-456-0388 

Greg  Sotir,  213-467-9858,  FAX  213-467-9868 

Celia  Alario,  Reverence  For  Life  Realized,  ph/fx  310-314-4833 

"RE : Caretakers  of  Hotvela  in  Hopi"  

Date:  14  lan  1996  10:44:02  -0700 

From:  dineh@primenet.com  (Dineh  Alliance) 

Sub j : Caretakers  of  Hotvela  in  Hopi,  Part  1:  Call  for  Support 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

CARETAKERS  OF  HOTVELA  IN  HOPI 
1109  South  Plaza  Way 
Box  111 

Flagstaff,  Arizona  86001 
Phone:  520/734-2223 

The  following  Board  of  Directors  of  Caretakers  of  Hotvela  in  Hopi 
unanimously  approve  to  be  a member  group  of  Don't  Waste  Arizona,  Inc.  and 
our  501(c)3  fiscal  agent  on  this  date  December  29,  1995. 


Dan  Evehema 

Spiritual  Leader,  Greasewood  Clan 

Martin  Gashweseoma 
Spiritual  Leader,  Fire  Clan 

Emery  Holmes 

Medicine  Man,  Badger  Clan 
Rena  Murillo 

Chairman,  Board  of  Directors 
Sand  Clan 

Mildred  Holmes 
Spider  Clan 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
CARETAKERS  OF  HOTVELA  IN  HOPI  CALL  FOR  SUPPORT 

We,  are  the  Caretakers  of  Hotvela.  We  live  a traditional  subsistence 
lifestyle.  We  don't  have  money.  We  are  now  in  a critical  time  in  the 
prophecies.  We  are  Caretakers  and  keepers  of  the  Covenant  with  the 
Great  Spirit,  Maasau'u  to  keep  the  earth  in  balance  and  the  earth 
rotating  properly.  The  earth  is  out  of  balance,  Koyanikatsi.  We  pray 
for  the  continuation  of  this  land  and  life,  and  the  survival  of 
humanity,  not  only  in  Hopi  but  all  over  the  world. 

Hotvela  in  Hopi  is  the  last  traditional  stronghold  in  prophecy.  It  is 
connected  to  the  four  directions.  Yukiuma,  founder  and  leader  of 
Hotvela,  founded  it  to  be  a traditional  religious  stronghold.  He  said: 
"We  want  to  be  left  alone  to  live  as  we  wish,  to  roam  free  without  the 
white  man  always  there  to  tell  us  what  we  must  do  and  what  we  cannot 
do."  We  need  to  be  left  alone,  we  do  not  need  to  be  controlled. 

We  believe  that  we  must  come  together  and  work  together  at  this  time 
because  of  the  invasion  by  outside  forces  on  Hotvela.  This  invasion  has 
affected  the  core  of  our  traditional  lifestyle  and  threatens  our  ability 
to  convey  our  prayers  to  the  spiritual  world.  Our  ceremonies  are  deeply 
connected  with  our  tradition,  history,  and  every  day  life.  We  keep  the 
ceremonies  in  the  proper  manner  to  ensure  rain  for  the  crops  and  all 
living  things.  Each  ceremony  is  set  according  to  position  of  the  sun 
and  the  moon,  to  keep  the  natural  forces  in  balance,  and  all  living 
things  in  harmony.  Our  daily  activities  support  these  prayers.  Through 
the  ceremonies,  all  our  actions  become  rooted  in  prayer,  and  life  is 
spiritually  nourished. 

There  is  great  damage  that  is  being  done.  How  can  we  have  roots  to  the 
earth  and  protect  ourselves  with  our  prayer  stick  when  we  see 
desecration  of  our  sacred  land  and  depletion  of  our  water.  At  this  time 
our  sacred  shrines  and  their  pathways  are  being  desecrated  and  destroyed 
for  a water/sewage  development  project,  during  a Water  Crisis,  during 
the  December  moon.  Spirit  moon,  Kyamuya,  when  the  spirit  world  is  close 
to  the  ground,  and  no  one  is  allowed  to  dig  at  all.  Such  actions 
constitute  a violation  of  the  agreement  we  have  with  Maasau'u  to  live 
here  as  Caretakers  of  the  earth.  It  also  demonstrates  a profound 
disrespect  for  the  Hopi  religion. 

We  are  required  to  obtain  permits  to  herd  cattle,  livestock,  housing, 
farming,  coal  and  wood  gathering.  Our  livestock  is  illegally 
confiscated,  sometimes  when  we  are  in  the  Kiva  praying.  We  face  water 
pipelines,  electricity,  phone  lines,  HUD  housing,  and  paved  roads  coming 
into  our  village.  We  know  that  these  things  cannot  come  into  our  sacred 
village.  We  have  always  rejected  these  conveniences  and  in  this,  the 
final  phase,  we  must  remain  Traditional  and  Strong.  Hotvela  is  the  last 
traditional  stronghold  in  prophecy.  It  is  connected  to  the  four 
directions.  If  we  fulfill  our  prophecy  and  Hotvela  allows  these 
conveniences  to  come  in,  then  we  face  sudden  destruction  and 
purification  in  this  world. 

What  court  has  jurisdiction  to  hear  our  case,  and  can  we  as  religious 
leaders  and  traditional  people  sue  our  tribal  council  and  the  U.S. 


government  in  federal  court  for  their  illegal  actions  and  failure  to 
exercise  trust  responsibility.  This  question  arose  in  response  to  a 
recent  suit  we  filed  naming  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council.  We  believe  we  have 
that  right.  We  believe  that  our  constitutional  and  civil  rights  have 
been  violated,  including  the  Hopi  Constitution  and  by-laws,  the  Historic 
Preservation  Act,  the  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act  and  the 
Antiquities  Act.  The  Hopi  Tribal  Council  is  bound  by  the  Hopi 
Constitution  to  ask  the  Hopi  religious  leaders  permission  before  any 
action  is  taken.  Our  traditional  elders  and  forefathers  have  always 
been  fighting  for  this.  What  is  being  done  is  not  the  Hopi  Way.  We  are 
harassed  by  para-military  Hopi  police  who  invade  our  homes  and  violate 
our  property.  The  Hopi  Tribal  Council  is  strong  and  has  already  forced 
their  way  into  the  other  villages.  Our  borders  have  been  reduced  by 
White  man's  law,  putting  us  within  a boundary  they  call  District  6.  Our 
sacred  land  is  being  stripped  of  its  mineral  resources  and  our  water 
depleted  without  our  consent.  We  have  lost  almost  complete  control  of 
our  land  and  life,  and  we  are  at  the  last  stages.  Our  survival  is  at 
stake . 

All  things,  even  animals,  all  kinds  of  birds,  we  need  these,  they  know 
our  language,  sounds  of  our  Hopi  language  as  their  song.  We  have  seen 
this  so  we  know  this  to  be  true.  Our  way  of  life  and  traditional 
leadership  in  our  village  pre-dates  the  U.S.  government  and  the  State  of 
Arizona.  The  Hopi  Tribal  Council  in  collusion  with  the  U.S.  government 
is  working  to  dominate  our  lands  for  mineral  resource  exploitation  by 
Peabody  Coal  Company.  Statistics  from  a Hopi  Tribal  Council  Water 
Report  state  that  Hotvela  will  run  dry  in  the  year  2000,  four  years  from 
now,  due  to  drawdown  of  the  deepest  aquifer  beneath  our  land.  This 
aquifer,  containing  pristine  drinking  water,  is  being  depleted  at  the 
rate  of  1.4  billion  gallons  a year  by  Peabody  Coal  Company  to  slurry 
coal  273  miles  in  an  illegal,  unpermitted  pipeline.  These  statistics  do 
not  reflect  increased  drawdown  that  will  result  from  the  creation  of  a 
new  water/sewage  development  project. 

Hotvela  must  be  able  to  continue  to  preserve  the  traditional  way.  We 
ask  that  you  accept  Hotvela  as  the  battleground  where  the  most  awesome 
contest  in  history  is  being  waged  by  this  tiny  handful  of  essentially 
peaceful  people.  So  look  into  your  hearts  and  reach  deeply  into  your 
pockets  and  do  this  now,  whether  it  be  a penny  or  a dime  it  will  be 
appreciated.  So  before  it  comes  time  that  money  cannot  buy  food  and  we 
can't  drink  the  water,  please  support  us.  The  earth  changes  are  upon 
us.  Together  we  can  go  forward  to  work  effectively  for  the  continuation 
of  this  land  and  life.  This  is  an  investment  of  money  in  the 
continuation  of  a traditional  way  of  life. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NEWS  RELEASE 

January  , 1996  Please  contact:  520/734-2223 

CARETAKERS  OF  HOTVELA  GO  TO  COURT  TO  STOP  CONSTRUCTION  OF  WATER/ 

SEWAGE  PIPELINES 

On  Monday,  December  11,  1995,  Hopi  elders  went  to  U.S.  District  Court, 
District  of  Arizona,  Honorable  Judge  McNamee  presiding,  to  request  an 
injunction  against  sewer  pipeline  construction  in  Hotvela.  Construction 
of  a wastewater  treatment  lagoon  and  sewer  line  was  done  without 
preparation  of  an  environmental  impact  statement  (EIS)  as  required  by 
the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA) . 

Hopi  elders  request  the  cessation  of  any  and  all  pipeline  construction 
activity  until  an  EIS  is  done  that  includes  consultation  with  the 
effected  parties,  consideration  of  "significance"  in  light  of 
traditional,  cultural  and  religious  use  of  the  area,  and  an 
investigation  of  real  alternatives  other  than  the  "no  action" 
alternative . 

The  purpose  for  the  founding  of  Hotvela  and  their  split  from  Oraibi  was 
to  continue  a traditional  way  of  life,  following  the  original 
instructions  and  according  to  strict  guidelines  given  to  them  by  the 
Creator,  without  white  man's  influence. 


Of  great  concern  to  the  Hopi  elders  is  digging  activities  during  the 
December  moon.  Spirit  moon,  Kyamuya,  when  the  spirit  world  is  close  to 
the  ground  and  no  one  is  allowed  to  dig  at  all.  It  is  a time  of  respect 
for  the  non-living  and  the  spirit  world,  moon,  sun,  ants,  stars,  even 
for  the  non-living,  the  dead  who  have  already  gone  before.  Digging 
during  the  December  moon  demonstrates  a profound  disrespect  for  the  Hopi 
religion . 

The  elders  say  the  Sacred  Shrines  that  are  being  destroyed  and 
desecrated  are  built  on  prayers  with  prayer  feathers  planted  all  along 
the  pathways  according  to  strict  guidelines.  These  pathways  must  also 
be  protected  and  not  destroyed.  In  court  the  Assistant  U.S.  Attorney 
John  R.  Mayfield  admitted  that  they  did  a lot  of  damage  and  destroyed 
Sacred  Shrines  without  doing  anything  about  it.  Hopi  elders  follow 
these  pathways  for  their  entry  into  the  other  world.  They  are  concerned 
that  if  these  Sacred  Shrines  and  pathways  are  destroyed  and  desecrated, 
that  when  it  is  their  time  to  go,  they  will  not  be  able  to  find  their 
way  into  the  next  world. 

The  Hopi  elders  pray  that  the  regressive  Hopi  people  will  open  their 
eyes  and  their  hearts  and  see  what  they  are  doing  is  destroying  their 
own  people.  The  Hopi  elders  pray  that  all  parties  to  this  sewer 
construction  will  look  within  and  recognize  the  importance  of  holding 
strong  to  Creator's  law  for  the  continuation  of  their  religion  and 
traditional  way  of  life. 

"RE : Mt.  Graham  Action  Alert"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Ian  1996  13:46:52  -0800 
From:  amt@teleport.com  (Planet  Peace) 

Sub j : APACHE  SURVIVAL  COALITION  - MT  GRAHAM  ACTION  ALERT 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, alt . activism 

[For  this  and  other  related  information  concerning  Mt.  Graham  and  other 

Indigenous  issues,  check  out  Planet  Peace, 

http: //www. teleport . com/~amt /planet peace/  -Andrea] 

APACHE  SURVIVAL  COALITION  - ACTION  ALERT 

3 AN U ARY  7,  1996  (ACTION  IMPORTANT  UNTIL  JANUARY  30TH!) 

The  most  sacred  mountain  of  the  San  Carlos  Apache  is  about  to  be 
desecrated  for  a second  time  in  five  years!  The  decision  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  White  House.  Please  telephone  Leon  Panetta  and  fax  T.J.  Glauthier 
(he  makes  the  recommendations  on  riders).  The  Mt.  Graham  issue  has  been 
buried  and  slipped  through  with  all  the  chaos  in  Washington. 

LEON  PANETTA,  CHIEF  OF  STAFF Phone:  202-456-6797 

T.J.  GLAUTHIER,  Office  of  Management  and  Budget 

Fax:  202  - 395  - 4639 

Here's  what  you  can  say: 

- Stop  the  rider  on  Mt.  Graham  from  appearing  on  any  bill. 

- The  Apache  have  never  had  their  requests  reviewed  within  the  legal 
system  under  the  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act.  Give  the  Apaches  a 
chance  to,  at  least,  be  heard. 

- Show  respect  for  other  religions.  The  peaks  are  sacred  to  the  Western 
Apache.  Both  secular  government,  elders,  and  medicine  practioners  have 
requested  no  further  destruction  on  the  peaks. 

- Special  interest  "riders"  with  no  Congressional  hearings  in  not  a 
democratic  nor  fair  way  to  run  our  government.  This  rider  undermines  the 
American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act. 

- Every  major  Native  American  group,  every  major  environmental  group,  and 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  oppose  this  rider.  They  are  watching  the 


White  House  to  see  how  sensitive  it  really  is  to  Native  American  concerns. 
- This  is  an  issue  which  is  crucial  to  your  decision  to  vote  in  1996. 


Help  us  by  publicizing  the  Mt.  Graham  controversy  immediately.  We 
only  have  until  the  end  of  January.  We  must  be  heard  in  the  White  House 
where  the  decision  to  delete  or  not  delete  the  rider  will  be  made. 

CONTACT:  APACHE  SURVIVAL  COALITION 
Phone:  520  - 294  - 1863 
Fax:  As  above,  wait  for  tone 

Address:  P.0.  Box  1237,  San  Carlos,  Arizona  8555o 
Ola  Cassadore-Davis,  Chairperson 

BACKGROUND  To  The  Kolbe  Rider 

Very  Short  Background:  In  1989,  the  University  of  Arizona  spent  over  $1 
million  of  taxpayer  money  to  achieve  exemption  of  an  astronomical 
observatory  from  all  Federal  laws,  including  the  American  Indian  Religious 
Freedom  Act. 

Congress  authorized  the  exemption  if  the  observatory  restricted 
itself  to  particular  sites.  The  University  then  cut  part  of  the  forest  on 
Dzil  nchaa  si  an  (a  sacred  mountain  of  the  San  Carlos  Apahce)  and  the 
Vatican  and  a German  group  of  astronomers  built  two  telescopes.  Then,  the 
University  decided  to  move  the  third  telescope  called  the  "Columbus 
Project."  The  Ninth  Circuit  Court  ruled  that  relocation  required  new 
studies  to  review  the  new  impacts.  The  Kolbe  rider  wants  to  overrule  the 
Court  order.  The  Kolbe  rider  wants  Congress  to  authorize  cutting  the 
ancient  forest  without  following  any  Federal  regulations. 

Apaches  Never  Consulted:  In  1989,  the  first  rider  was  presented  to 
Congress  without  ever  mentioning  that  this  mountain  is  sacred  to  the  San 
Carlos  Apache.  The  Congressional  Committee  hearings  never  invited  and 
never  gave  the  opportunity  for  elders,  medicine  practitioners  or  secular 
tribal  officials  to  participate  in  the  discussion  of  the  rider. 

Subsequently,  in  frustration,  every  known  San  Carlos  religious  leader,  the 
Tribal  Council  and  every  established  Native  American  organization  have 
passed  resolutions  requesting  a stop  to  the  project. 

The  recent  Court  order  is  the  first  and  only  method  for  the  Apache  to 
participate  in  the  American  way  of  government.  The  Kolbe  rider  prevents 
their  participation  in  a discussion  of  the  American  Indian  Religious 
Freedom  Act  and  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  --  the  two  laws 
passed  by  Congress  to  protect  Native  Americans  and  their  Constitutional 
right  of  freedom  of  religion.  Every  major  Native  American  organization, 
many  tribal  councils,  the  European  Parliament,  and  over  50  astronomers 
have  opposed  this  project  until  the  Apaches  are  given  a chance  within  the 
legal  process.  The  rider  flagrantly  ignores  Apache  concerns. 

MORE  DETAILS 

1993:  Steward  Observatory  (University  of  Arizona)  discovers  that  the 
telescope  site  it  has  chosen  is  inferior  to  the  site  designated  by 
Congress.  Attempts  move.  US  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  says  that  to  move 
requires  a endangered  species  consultation  and  supplemental  environmental 
impact  statement.  University  does  not  want  to  risk  administrative  process. 
Applies  for  closer  site.  US  FWS  first  says  this  move  requires  studies, 
then  reverses  itself.  On  December  6,  1993  without  public  announcement,  UA 
cuts  250  trees. 

1994:  Mt.  Graham  Coalition  (includes  Apache  Survival  Coalition,  Scientists 
for  the  Preservation  of  Mt.  Graham  and  all  major  environmental  groups) 
sues.  Wins  in  Ninth  Circuit  Court.  Court  and  places  an  injunction  on 
project  until  proper  reviews  completed. 

1995:  University  tries  to  by-pass  Court  decision  by  asking  Congress  to 
exempt  move  from  all  federal  laws.  This  is  the  second  time  it  has  asked 
for  such  an  exemption.  In  1988,  it  achieved  an  exemption  for  the  first  two 
telescopes . 

November  1995:  Representative  3im  Kolbe  (AZ)  places  a "rider"  on  the  House 
Appropriations  Bill  to  exempt  telescope  from  all  laws.  No  hearings  are 


held.  Six  Apache  cultural  officers  for  six  tribes,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  Vice  Chairman  of  San  Carlos  Apache  Tribe  and  all 
conservation  and  environmental  groups  protest. 

January  1996:  House  to  decide  if  rider  remains  on  bill.  Calls  needed  to 
White  House  and  Appropriations  Committee  members. 

If  you  are  from  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Indiana,  Florida,  California, 

Kentucky,  New  Mexico,  Virginia,  Texas,  Nevada,  Arizona,  Alabama,  North 
Carolina,  Oklahoma,  Arkansas,  New  Jersey,  Massachusetts,  Washington, 

Oregon,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Maryland,  or  Colorado,  then  you  have  a 
Congressperson  on  the  House  Appropriations  Committee.  Please  call  or  fax! 
Express  your  feelings: 

--  "Riders"  attached  to  bills  without  hearings  is  not  a democratic 
way  to  legislate. 

--  The  Court  simply  asks  that  the  US  Forest  Service  and  Fish  and 
Wildlife  compare  alternatives  for  listed  species  and  cultural  values.  This 
is  the  normal  process  followed  by  all  citizens  wanting  land  use  changes  on 
public  lands. 

--  The  peaks  are  sacred  to  the  Western  Apache.  Both  secular 
government,  elders,  and  medicine  practioners  have  requested  no  further 
destruction  on  the  peaks. 

--  The  Apache  have  never  had  their  requests  reviewed  within  the  legal 
system  under  the  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act. 

--  The  Emerald  Peak  site  is  in  the  middle  of  the  best  habitat  of  the 
Mt.  Graham  red  squirrel  and  should  be  protected,  not  destroyed  without  due 
process.  It  is  the  southernmost  spruce/fir  fir  in  North  America. 

\Planet  Peace  http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/ 

Nothing  Real  Can  be  Threatened.  Nothing  Unreal  Exists. 

w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w 

"RE : Grants  Pass,  Oregon"  

Date:  Tue,  16  Jan  1996  08:08:47  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Grants  Pass,  Oregon 

Mailing  List:  IND-NET  <IND-NET%WSUVM1 . BITNET@cmsa . Berkeley . EDU> 

The  Grants  Pass,  Oregon  District  Attorney,  Tim  Thompson  has  declared  that, 
"The  most  important  thing  for  us  is  the  repatriation  of  the  remains  to 
the  Northern  Paiutes."  That  the  District  Attorney's  Office  of  Grants  Pass 
will  use  fines  and  jail  time  to  press  55  year  old  Jack  Harelson  to  either 
return  the  two  skulls  or  tell  where  and  who  has  them. 

Jack  Harelson  has  been  convicted  of  looting  the  Traditional  Burial  of 
two  small  Children  out  of  a cave  near  Elephant  Mountain  located  in  the 
Black  Rock  Desert  near  Winnemucca,  Nevada. 

Oregon  state  guidelines  could  provide  Harelson  with  a little  more  than 
a year  in  jail  despite  the  fact  that  the  crime  carries  a possible  23 
years  in  prison.  One  issue  that  Harelson  is  banking  on,  is  that  the 
three-year  statute  of  limitation  has  exceeded  this  issue  in  that  the 
cave  was  excavated  more  than  10  years  ago. 

Pam  Ralph,  Harelson' s ex-wife  provided  testimony  and  photographs  of 
the  dig  in  return  for  immunity.lt  was  discovered  that  every  chance 
Harelson  and  his  wife  could,  from  1980  through  1984,  they  went  to  the 
cave.  After  finally  unearthing  the  remains,  took  them  home,  stripped 
them  of  their  adornments  and  other  articles,  wrapped  the  remains  in 
garbage  bags  and  buried  them  in  the  garden  behind  their  home  and 
have  stated  that  any  number  of  people  could  have  dug  them  up  and  removed 
the  skulls. 

To  the  Traditional  Native  American  Indian  involved,  this  violation 
is  very  serious,  as  well  as  sensitive. 

The  fact  that  the  Two  Children's  Skulls  need  to  be  found  is  very 
important  in  order  for  the  Children  to  be  whole  before  any  repatriation 
is  to  be  completed. 


If  in  fact,  these  Skulls  have  been  tunned  over  to  a University  or  to 
an  archaeologist,  or  anthropologist,  anyone  having  such  information 
or  knows  of  an  incident  where  a person  or  party  has  received  two 
'Skulls"  that  may  appear  to  be  that  of  two  children,  needs  to  contact 
the  Grants  Pass,  Oregon  District  Attorney's  Office. (Currently  searching 
for  the  phone  number  and  or  address-anyone  knowing  this  info,  please 
post) 

Also,  letters  requesting  a stiff  sentence  for  lack  Harelson  need  to  be 
composed  immediately  and  sent  to  the  Governor  of  Oregon;  Attorney  General 
of  Oregon  and  to  the  Grants  Pass  District  Attorney's  Office. 

Again,  if  anyone  has  the  address  for  these  Offices,  please  post  as  soon 
as  possible.  Thank  you 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra . net 

- "RE:  Natives  Denied  Access"  

Date:  Mon,  15  lan  1996  19:36:33  -0800 
From:  amt@teleport.com  (PLANET  PEACE) 

Sub  j : Natives  Denied  Access  to  Traditional  Food  for  Ceremony 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

[The  following  message  is  posted  on  behalf  of  Marilyn  lames, 

(Sinixt(Arrow  Lakes)  Spokesperson)  --Andrea] 

From:  MlAMES@cariboo.bc.ca 
Date:  Mon,  15  lan  1996 

Hello  to  Cyberspacers, 

I just  got  back  from  a four  day  ceremonial  on  the  Colville  Reservation  in 
Washington  State.  The  Winter  dance  or  Chinook  dance  as  it  is  called... I 
am  blessed  to  be  able  to  participate  in  and  be  a part  of  such  a powerful 
ceremonial. . .double  blessed  that  my  children  are  all  interested  in  and 
participate  in  the  ceremonial  as  well.  The  ceremony  dictates  that  - 
traditional  foods  are  served  and  it  has  been  my  job  in  the  past  to  cook 
and  prepare  the  food  for  the  midnight  meal.  This  year,  although  I 
noticed  that  it  has  been  a couple  of  years  since  we  have  not  had  a root 
called  wild  potato  to  serve  at  the  dance.  I was  asked  this  year  if  I knew 
where  there  was  a patch  of  this  food.  I asked  what  the  problem  was  and 
why  they  could  not  get  access  to  their  usual  potato  patch  where  they  have 
dug  this  food  in  the  past.  The  reply  was  that  the  patch  where  they  have 
been  digging  this  root  for  many  many  years  was  purchased  by  a family  of 
hippie  types  in  the  Twisp  Washington  area.  A fence  was  erected  around 
their  patch,  so  they  found  the  owners  of  the  land  and  asked  for  access  to 
dig  the  root.  Once  this  elder  and  her  grandson  explained  that  they  wanted 
to  dig  organic  food  they  were  denied  access  to  the  land  to  get  this  root. 

I am  totally  pissed  off  and  needed  to  say  that  anyone  who  denies  access  to 
traditional  native  people  to  go  and  gather  their  traditional  food  sources 
are  even  more  ignorant  and  arrogantly  stupid  that  major  corporations. 
Traditional  use  of  these  foods  are  done  in  a sacred  manner  where  the  foods 
are  prayed  over  and  the  use  of  these  foods  insures  that  they  will  come 
back  year  after  year  for  the  utilization  by  all  peoples.  Denying  access 
only  insures  that  greed  will  prevail  and  that  the  general  population  will 
suffer. 

I am  now  on  a quest  to  find  out  these  peoples  names  which  I will  publish  as 
racist,  abusive  people  who  deny  native  people  their  right  to  gather  their 
foods.  The  fact  that  these  are  supposedly  "alternative"  lifestyle  people 
also  makes  me  angry... no  alternative  there  just  the  same  old  attitude  and 
behavior  that 

Indians  have  suffered  at  the  hands  of  white  people  since  the  beginning. 

That's  it  for  now. 


mjames 


\Planet  Peace  http://www.telepont.com/~amt/planetpeace/ 
Nothing  Real  Can  be  Threatened.  Nothing  Unreal  Exists. 

w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w 

"RE : Tobacco  Seed  Bank"  

Date:  Fri,  12  lan  1996  05:50:44  -0800  (PST) 

From:  jwinter@musca.unm.edu 
Sub j : tobacco  seed  bank 

Chautauqua  Newsletter<Ondamitag@aol . com> 


I have  a living  seed  bank  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico,  that  specializes 
in  traditional  Native  American  tobacco  varieties  --  i.e.,  types  of  tobacco 
raised  and  collected  by  Native  Americans,  for  use  in  rituals,  offerings, 
ceremonies,  and  other  traditional  contexts. 

If  you  are  a Native  American  and  you  would  like  the  seeds  of  your  tribe's 
tobacco  so  that  you  can  grow  it  for  religious  and  other  traditional  uses, 
then  contact  me,  and  I will  send  some  seeds  (and  leaves  if  I have  them)  at  no 
cost.  All  I ask  is  that  you  spread  the  word  about  the  seed  bank. 

Also,  if  you  seeds  of  one  or  more  traditional  Native  American  tobacco  types, 
please  send  me  some,  so  that  I can  add  them  to  the  bank.  I will  then  grow 
them,  save  the  fresh  seeds,  and  send  them  to  other  tribal  members,  upon 
request.  This  service  is  being  offered  to  any  Native  American,  as  long  as  he 
or  she  agrees  to  use  the  resulting  tobacco  for  traditional  purposes.  Remember 
--  tobacco  is  a powerful  plant  that  kills  when  it  is  not  used  properly. 

"RE;  Poem:  Respect"  

Date:  15  Dul  94  01:28:47  GMT 

From:  andrea@scicom.AlphaCDC.COM  (Andrea  Lord) 

Sub j : Respect 

Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc .women 

respect . . . 

how  to. . . 

allow 

spirit 

space 

. . .where 

dreams 

glide  into 

boundaries 

and  passing  through.. 

linking 
orbits 
that  sing 
and  celebrate 
another  of  our 
relations . . . 

"RE;  Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/01/13  20:11 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 


GE  Electronic  Mail 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Danuary  21-27 


IANUALI 

(Danuary) 

(Kaelo) 

21 

The  owl,  pueo,  protects  me  as  I walk  the  forest  at  night. 

22 

The  song  of  my  spirit  is  blessed  by  the  winds. 

23 

In  the  heart  of  the  mountain  burns  the  fire  of  new  life. 

24 

The  earth's  fire,  a wave's  caress,  the  never-ceasing  kiss  of  the  wind 
--  of  these  things  is  my  island  born. 

25 

The  morning  dew  baptizes  the  grass;  a thousand  glistening  beads  reflect  the 
rays  of  the  rising  sun. 

26 

I am  the  wild  spirit  that  greets  the  dawning  of  this  day. 

27 

I see  the  thread  of  mana  which  passes  from  me  to  all  those  I hold  dear 
--  we  are  family  --  we  are  ohana. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Dan  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

GE  Electronic  Mail 

From:  Michael  <idoy@crux3 . cit . Cornell . edu> 

Subject:  Doy  Harjo  at  Stanford 
Date:  Fri,  12  Dan  1996  18:44:30  -0500 
From:  Sahtu@aol.com 

I am  forwarding  the  following  message  originally  sent  by  Robert  Warrior. 
FORWARDED  MESSAGE  01/10/96  09:33 

From:  warrior@leland . Stanford . edu  (Robert  Allen  Warrior) 

Subject:  Doy  Harjo  at  Stanford  next  week 

Hello  everyone  and  Happy  New  Year! 

Doy  Harjo,  Muscogee  poet  and  jazz  musician,  will  be  on  campus  for 
several  events  next  week  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Stanford  Humanities 
Center,  including  a performance  with  her  band.  Poetic  Dustice. 

Doy  has  gained  recognition  as  one  of  the  best  poets  on  the  contemporary 
scene.  Drawing  on  material  from  the  real  lives  of  Indian  people.  Creek 
traditions  and  history,  the  struggle  to  love  and  be  human  in  a dehumanizing 
world,  and  the  landscapes  of  the  Southwest  where  she  has  made  her  home  for 
the  past  two  decades,  Doy  offers  a searing  voice  of  passion,  politics,  and 
hope. 

With  the  addition  of  the  tribal/reggae/ jazz  rhythms  of  her  band,  Doy 
Harjo  has  become  a premiere  performance  artist.  We  are  indeed  fortunate  to 
be  able  to  see  several  facets  of  Doy  Harjo' s work  and  art  during  her  week 
in  residence. 

TUESDAY,  Danuary  16,  7 p.m. 

Doy  Harjo  will  be  reading  her  poetry  in  the  common  room  at  Muwekma  (the 
Indian  dorm.  This  will  also  be  the  first  meeting  of  the  Muwekma  House 


Seminar  for  the  winter  quarter. 

THURSDAY,  Danuary  18,  4:30  p.m. 

Doy  Harjo  and  Robert  Warrior  will  discuss  the  topic  "American  Indian 
Literature  and  Tribal  Aesthetics"  at  the  Humanities  Center  Annex,  579 
Alvarado  Row. 

SATURDAY,  Danuary  20, 

6:00  p.m.  Potluck  at  Tressider  Student  Union 

8:00  p.m.  Performance  by  Doy  Harjo  and  Poetic  Dustice  in  the  Tressider 
Oak  Room. 

The  first  two  events  are  free  and  open  to  the  public.  The  performance  on 
Saturday  is  $5  general  admission  at  the  door. 


From:  berryj@Okway.okstate.edu  (Dohn  Berry) 

To:  Ind-Net@listproc.wsu.edu 

Subject:  Philbrook  exhibition  - Tulsa,  OK  1996 
To  all. 


"By  There  Works  You  Shall  Know  Them:  Native  American  Textiles  and 
the  Oklahoma  Experience",  the  first  major  exhibit  of  1996  at  the 
Philbrook  Museum  of  Art,  Tulsa,  OK. 

This  exhibit  was  seen  in  Washington,  D.C.  in  94-95' 

Containing  more  than  75  garments,  baskets,  bags,  moccasins,  to  name 
a few,  the  items  date  from  the  early  19th  century  to  the  present. 

They  were  selected  out  of  the  Philbrook' s collection  and  from  private 
collections . 

Representative  works  were  selected  from  10  tribes  in  OK:  Apache, 
Cherokee,  Creek,  Cheyenne,  Chippewa,  Chiricahua  Apache,  Kiowa, 
Kiowa-Apache,  Otoe-Missouri,  and  Potawatomi.  Information  about  the 
objects  use  and  cultural  context  was  provided  by  tribal  members. 

A finger-weaving  demonstration  will  be  given  at  the  Philbrook  on 
Saturday,  lan.  20th,  1996  from  2-4pm  by  E.  Sean  StandingBear , director 
of  the  Osage  Tribal  Museum  in  Pawhuska,  OK. 

Funding  from  the  Oklahoma  State  Arts  Council,  Phillips  Petroleum 
Foundation,  The  Dohn  Steele  Zink  Foundation,  The  Henry  Luce 
Foundation,  and  Koch  Industries. 


Dohn  Berry 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Danet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Andrea  Lord,  Doe  Quickie,  Cecilia  Rodriguez, 
Michael  Markarian(Press  Release),  Dr.  Who  via  Dames  Audlin,  Brooke  Craig, 
Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Orin  Langelle, 
Planet  Peace,  Dineh  Alliance,  Larry  Kibby,  Kat  Calls,  Marilyn  Dames, 

Tim  Wilkie(using  cbenedic@prairie . nodak. edu) , Lawrence  Otway,  Nora  Bunce 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

- ---  "RE:  Elem  Colony  Pomos:  EMERGENCY"  --- - 

Date:  13  Dan  1996  17:33:09  -0500 
From:  katcalls@aol.com  (KatCalls) 

Sub j : STATE  OF  EMERGENCY 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


The  following  DECLARATION  OF  A STATE  OF  EMERGENCY  was  received  from  the 


ELEM  INDIAN  COLONY  with  a request  to  post  it  on  the  Internet  for  all 
interested  Natives  and  non-Natives.  Assistance  is  requested  from 
individuals  and  organizations  who  are  concerned  about  Native  Sovereignty 
and  self-determination. 

"STATE  OF  EMERGENCY  DECLARED"  - lan  7,  1996 

Elem  Colony  Band  of  Pomos,  near  Clearlake  Oaks,  California,  do  hereby 
declare  a STATE  OF  EMERGENCY  due  to  the  recent  violence  of  shootings, 
vandalism,  and  houses  being  burned  on  the  Elem  Colony  Tribal  Land. 

Since  October,  1995,  no  health  services,  fire  department  services,  food 
assistance  services,  transportation  for  education  of  our  children,  and  no 
law  enforcement. 

Volunteers  of  all  skills  and  abilities  are  welcome  to  join  together  with 
our  residents  and  rebuild  our  destroyed  community  to  enhance  the 
betterment  of  our  children. 

The  Elem  Indian  Colony  residents  are  forced  to  take  whatever  precautions 
and  steps  to  create  a safe  environment  to  the  Elem  Community,  until 
professional  services  can  be  restored. 

Your  assistance  is  needed  for  food,  clothing,  medical  supplies,  legal 
assistance,  counseling,  large  trucks,  tools,  maintenance  supplies,  or  any 
cash  donations. 

We  welcome  all  agencies  to  provide  any  surplus  of  materials  to  rebuild  the 
Elem  Colony. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  Dim  Brown,  Delbert  Thomas  Dr., 
Bonnie  Moranda,  or  Cecil  Brown  at  707-998-3536,  998-1570,  or  998-1976. 

May  the  Good  Spirits  be  with  you. 

Tribal  Chairman, 

Thomas  L.  Brown 

KatCalls,  Giveaway  Songs  Productions 
PO  Box  1656,  Topanga,  CA  90290 

- — "RE:  Crisis  at  Belcourt"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Ian  1996  00:08:42  -0600 
From:  cbenedic@prairie.nodak.edu  (Cindy  B.) 

Sub j : Crisis  at  Belcourt  Reservation  (North  Dakota) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I've  been  asked  to  forward  this  press  release  as  a favor  since  the  media  is 
reporting  a different  view  of  events  than  are  currently  happening.  In  the 
interest  of  portraying  the  "both  sides"  of  this  crisis  at  the  Belcourt 
Reservation-Turtle  Mountain  Band  of  Chippewas,  located  in  northern  North 
Dakota  I have  done  so.  According  to  the  author  of  this  press  release,  the 
AP  wire  folks  and  local  newspapers  are  reporting  information  directed  from 
the  Tribal  government.  The  people  involved  in  this  crisis  desire  for  a more 
objective  view,  and  look  forward  to  truth  and  peace  in  this  new  year. 

Please  read  the  other  side  of  the  events  that  are  ongoing. 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

MAKWA-Contact  Andy  Laverdure  701-244-5028  or  Jolean  Peltier  701-477-6974 
January  9,  1996 

At  0800  January  8,  1996,  members  of  MAKWA  Group  and  band  members  entered  the 
Turtle  Mountain  Tribal  Offices  along  with  support  of  National  Native 
Americans  to  address  issues  such  as  recall  petitions,  separation  of  powers, 
due  process,  human  rights,  election  fraud,  civil  rights,  sovereign  immunity 
and  more. 

Upon  invitation  of  the  MAKWA  Group,  Mr.  Vernon  Belcourt,  representing 
Peacemakers  Inc . /American  Indian  Arbitration  Institute,  was  asked  to  guide 
them  and  the  Tribal  Chairperson  into  a dialogue  that  would  bring  about  a 
beginning  to  an  end  of  a long  endeavor. 

During  the  members'  wait  for  Mr.  Belcourt,  BIA  Police  began  to  arrive  in 
pairs.  Members  were  accused  of  loitering  by  Martin-Kekahbah  (Tribal 
Chairperson)  and  were  ordered  to  vacate  the  tribal  premises. 

Upon  his  arrival,  Mr.  Belcourt  went  into  an  enclosed  office  to  speak  to 
Twila  Martin-Kekahbah,  Tribal  Chairperson,  at  her  request.  After  completion 


of  hen  mediation  session  with  Mr.  Belcourt,  Martin-Kekahbah  declared  that 
she  did  not  need  mediation  and  if  ever  she  needed  arbitration,  she  would 
contact  Mr.  Belcourt.  She  also  stated  that  she  did  not  recognize  the 
Turtle  Mountain  People's  Manifesto  and  it  did  not  hold  any  weight.  BIA 
Police  and  tribal  police  were  in  and  around  the  building  throughout  the  day. 

At  approximately  3:15  PM,  BIA  Police  were  ordered  by  Martin-Kekahbah  to  have 
the  premises  vacated.  Tribal  police  were  located  in  the  offices  of  the 
Council.  At  that  point  according  to  witnesses,  Debbie  Keplin  assaulted 
Elizabeth  McDougall  then  others  joined  the  verbal  and  physical  assault, 
including  Chairwoman  Twila  Martin-Kekahbah.  During  the  altercation.  Council 
appointee  Debbie  "Chook"  Keplin  assaulted  her  with  a sharp  object,  leaving  a 
cut  on  her  face.  She  was  not  allowed  medical  attention  until  late  yesterday 
evening  and  was  seen  by  an  EMT-not  a physician.  Additionally,  Rose  Baker, 
who  has  stated  that  she  is  allergic  to  tear  gas,  was  denied  medical 
attention  until  this  morning  for  reactions  to  being  maced.  Rose  Baker  and 
others  were  gassed  first  when  the  police  entered  the  building.  They  then 
entered  the  janitor's  room  to  escape  the  gas.  The  police  then  shot  tear  gas 
under  the  door  of  the  janitor's  room.  The  occupants  of  the  room  had  to  climb 
to  the  roof  to  escape  this  second  gassing. 

BIA  Police  forced  their  way  into  the  building  by  smashing  windows  and  firing 
tear  gas.  Shots  were  also  heard  at  this  time.  A witness  observed  a BIA 
police  officer  shooting  the  door.  Bullets  passed  close  to  people  inside  the 
entrance.  This  action  by  the  BIA  Police  was  in  direct  conflict  with  the 
Grassrope  decision  which  states  that  BIA  cannot  get  involved  in  election 
disputes.  According  to  Elizabeth  McDougall,  Twila  Martin-Kekahbah  ordered 
BIA  police  to  arrest  her  and  shouted  that  repeatedly.  Accordingly  the 
officers  arrested  Elizabeth  McDougall. 

Andrew  Laverdure,  MAKWA  member,  Elizabeth  McDougall,  MAKWA  member;  Rose 
Marie  Baker,  Tribal  Elder;  Bob  Baker  band  member  and  three  other  observers 
from  other  nations,  including  Canada,  were  arrested.  Cash  bond  has  been  set 
for  $250  for  everyone  except  Elizabeth  McDougall  whose  cash  bond  has  been 
set  a $2,250. 

This  confrontation  will  not  prevent  the  efforts  of  the  MAKWA  Group  to  bring 
about  a peaceful  resolution  to  the  problems  at  hand. 

"RE : S.O.S.  Paugeesukq  Nation"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Han  1996  07:35:57  -0500 

From:  inobu@aol.com 

Sub j : S.O.S.  Paugeesukq  Nation 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I have  the  honor  of  addressing  you  as  a judge  of  the  tribal 
court  of  the  Golden  Hill  Paugeesukq  Tribal  Nation.  Though  the  tribe 
I serve  is  recognized  by  a Connecticut  state  statute  that  has  its 
roots  in  treaties  honored  since  the  seventeenth  century,  and  has 
been  updated  within  the  last  decade,  the  state  is  now  attempting  to 
commit  this  tribe  to  the  all  too  long  list  of  Indian  nations  that 
have  become  milestones  of  genocide,  part  of  America's  violent  and 
disgraceful  (though  not  sufficiently  disgraced)  past.  I address 
this  letter  to  people  of  conscience  and  courage  of  the  United 
States  who  I believe  love  justice  and  believe  that  good  government 
protects  all  in  this  country  equally. 

I am  writing  to  you  about  nothing  less  than  genocide  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut.  In  the  banality  of  evil  which  administers  the 
destruction  of  a community,  there  are  no  limits  to  the  extremity  of 
the  tactic  employed  by  the  persecutor,  other  than  the  level  of 
tolerance  of  wrongdoing  of  the  dominant  community.  Today,  the  State 
government  believes  that,  in  Connecticut,  there  is  not,  a tolerance 
for  unprovoked  violence  against  the  native  community.  However,  this 
government  believes  that  there  is  sufficient  dislike  of 
Connecticut's  natives,  to  allow  the  State  to  use  the  courts  as  a 
weapon  of  genocide.  At  present,  the  State  of  Connecticut  is 
opposing  every  action  of  the  Golden  Hill  Paugeesukq  Indians,  and 


litigating  on  so  many  fronts  that  the  destruction  of  the  community 
is  the  obvious  goal.  It  is  up  to  every  individual  to  inform  the 
government  that  the  level  of  acceptance  of  genocide  is  that  of 
total  rejection  of  genocide,  no  matter  what  the  tactic. 

That  this  is  an  intentional  goal  is  clear  from  the  factually 
contradictory  stands  taken  by  the  State.  The  only  pattern  to  the 
State's  stands  concerning  the  Paugeesukqs,  is  that  whatever  is 
harmful  to  the  tribe  is  good  for  the  State.  This  is  stated  as 
policy  in  a letter  to  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA),  wherein 
the  State  government  states  that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  Connecticut  to  oppose  the  Tribe's 
petition  for  Federal  Acknowledgement.  I believed,  perhaps  naively, 
that  with  the  end  of  statutory  apartheid  in  this  country,  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  civil  rights  movement,  that  the  majority  interest 
in  a state  could  not  be  allowed  to  disfranchise  the  minority,  by 
state  actions  and  policy. 

The  contradictory  policies  of  the  State  are  extraordinary.  In 
1993,  the  Paugeesukq  Tribal  Council  went  to  court,  to  withdraw  land 
claims  against  a large  portion  of  the  state.  These  claims  were  made 
by  an  individual  member  of  the  tribe,  against  the  interests  of  the 
tribe,  and  without  the  necessary  consultation  and  direction  of  the 
tribal  council  and  governors.  This  individual.  Quiet  Hawk,  had  been 
removed  from  office  as  one  of  several  chiefs.  He  retaliated  by 
"banishing"  one  of  the  other  chiefs,  Moonface  Bear.  The  State  filed 
papers  in  opposition  to  Quiet  Hawk's  land  claims,  using 
pronouncements  of  the  Tribal  Council  and  Chief  Moonface  Bear  as 
evidence,  purporting  that  the  actions  of  the  Council  and  Moonface 
Bear,  were  actions  of  the  Paugeesukq  Governing  body.  In  the  same 
year,  the  State  of  Connecticut  refused  to  enter  negotiations  for  a 
compact  on  the  selling  of  cigarettes  on  the  Tribal  reserve  at 
Colchester.  Under  the  direction  of  the  Tribal  Council,  mentioned 
above.  Chief  Moonface  Bear  and  the  Tribal  Governors  opened  a 
cigarette  shop.  In  response,  the  State  brought  criminal  charges 
against  Chief  Moonface  Bear,  as  an  individual,  claiming  that  he  was 
not  an  Indian  because  he  was  banished  by  "Chief"  Quiet  Hawk. 

Reality  was  inverted.  The  same  Attorney  General  who  stated  Quiet 
Hawk  was  an  individual  and  not  leadership  now  claims  he  is  the  sole 
leader  of  the  tribal  nation.  Further,  the  Attorney  General  states 
that  the  government  of  the  tribe,  endorsed  against  Quiet  Hawk  is  no 
longer  a government  in  the  eyes  of  the  State. 

Presently,  the  State  is  attempting  to  oppose  recognition  of 
the  tribe  by  the  federal  government,  although,  this  tribe  is 
specifically  recognized  in  Connecticut  law.  There  is  evidence  that 
the  State  has  encouraged  the  BIA  to  act  on  a petition  brought  by 
Quiet  Hawk,  without  approval  of  the  tribal  council.  At  the  same 
time,  the  State  has  ignored  a request  for  documents,  from  the  BIA, 
in  the  form  of  a Freedom  Of  Information  Act  request  (FOIA).  This 
FOIA  material  would  fill  gaps  in  a record,  which  the  BIA  states 
contains  no  negative  material,  but  rather  has  some  gaps,  which  this 
material  may  help  fill. 

The  tribe  is  now  seeking  to  bring  suit  to  stop  the  BIA  from 
acting  on  a petition  which  was  not  put  before  the  federal 
government  by  the  tribe.  This  is  being  done  because  Quiet  Hawk  has 
not  accounted  to  the  tribe  for  government  grant  money  to  research 
the  factual  claims  in  the  petition.  It  has  been  reported  to  the 
tribe  that  Quiet  Hawk  now  lives  in  a style  greatly  above  that  of 
any  other  tribal  member,  but  as  no  one  in  the  tribe  can  locate  him, 
it  is  not  possible  to  connect  this  reported  rise  in  standard  of 
living  to  the  grant  money.  However,  for  anyone  who  claims  to  be 
leadership  of  a community,  accountability  to  the  governed  and 
oversight  by  the  governed  is  necessary. 

The  tribe  fears  that  it  will  not  have  the  resources  to 
continue  this  suit  and  others,  as  the  State  of  Connecticut  is 
bringing  the  equivalent  of  "slap  suits"  in  opposing  tribal  actions. 
These  legal  actions  are  either  brought  by  the  State  or  by  the  tribe 


in  light  of  the  State's  refusal  to  enter  any  negotiations  with  the 
tribe.  It  is  the  right  of  an  encapsulated  people  to  be  able  to  use 
diplomacy  rather  than  litigation  to  receive  minimal  rights.  To 
date,  the  tribe  is  fighting  a costly  litigation  on  the  cigarette 
tax  criminal  case,  an  action  to  unfreeze  tribal  assets  (frozen  by 
a default  judgement  against  Quiet  Hawk's  debts,  after  no  service 
was  made  on  the  tribe,  and  the  tribe  was  unaware  of  the  pending 
litigation),  a land  claim  against  a portion  of  the  town  of 
Bridgeport  (which  the  tribe  is  willing  to  enter  negotiations  to 
remedy),  an  action  on  a writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  the  governor  to 
enter  negotiations  with  the  tribe,  and  we  are  told  that  the  state 
is  about  to  levy  taxes  on  the  small  quarter  acre  reserve  in 
Trumbull.  This  reserve  is  the  last  original  land,  occupied  by 
Paugeesukqs  for  thousands  of  years  before  the  recorded  histories  of 
the  people  who  now  seek  to  take  the  land  from  the  Paugeesukqs. 

I urge  you  to  take  a small  bit  of  time  from  your  life,  to  do 
what  no  generation  in  the  United  States  has  ever  done  before.  Stand 
between  the  juggernaut  that  has  destroyed  Indians  for  centuries  and 
the  community  to  be  destroyed.  Demand  that  the  state  government  of 
Connecticut  protect  the  rights  of  its  smallest  minority  with  the 
same  energy  that  it  protects  the  interests  of  the  majority  in  the 
state.  Each  of  us  owes  a better  history  for  our  children  to  inherit 
than  this  country  has  provided  in  the  past.  Please  be  the 
generation  that  ends  the  destruction  of  Indian  communities.  In  the 
name  of  the  dignity  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  I beg  you 
to  act,  to  write,  to  march,  to  stop  the  genocide. 

To  form  Golden  Hill  Paugeesukq  Defense  Committees 
Write  to 

Golden  Hill  Paugeesukq  Reserve 
95  Stanavage  Rd. 

Colchester  CT.  06457  - 4015 

Or  e.  mail  InOBU@AOL.COM 

Lawrence  Otway 
Tribal  Dudge 

Golden  Hill  Paugeesukq  Tribal  Nation 

"RE : Spritchul  Stuff"  

Date:  Thu,  11  lan  1996  04:22:21  -0600 
From:  jdc@onr.com  (Doe  Don  Chipps) 

Sub j : Spritchul  Stuff 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

--  [ From:  Doe  Don  Chipps  * EMC.Ver  #2.5.02  ] -- 
++++Moderation  Note++++ 

Hoe's  post  is  hard  hitting  and  inflamitory.  If  Doe 
had  addressed  any  one  poster  by  name,  I would  have  refused  to 
post  this  message.  Doe  has  a history  of  level  headed  posts 
and  Doe  speaks  with  a Native  voice.  Based  on  the  fact  that  Doe 
has  a history  of  a level  fair  and  open  participation  on  NatChat 
and  is  a Native  person,  I am  posting  Doe's  article.  On  a personal 
note  I think  he  is  right  on!,  but  as  moderator  I must  state  that 
it  is  a post  that  is  borderline  due  to  the  inflamitory  content. 
Regards, 

Day  Brummett 

Cecala  Ptehincalaska-Calf 
NativeNet  Moderation  Staff 
nnet@utw.com 


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Ya  know,  I keep  on  ignoring  this  thread,  hoping  it  will  go  away,  but  the 


longer  I ignore  it  the  more  some  HowdyDudey  idjut  keeps  posting  this  "Noble 
Redskin  Medicine  Man"  shit  and  I'm  about  to  puke  all  over  my  keyboard. 

Really,  how  about  all  you  "Running  Fawns",  and  "Trips  lightly  thru  the 
tulips"  and  what  ever  else  there  is  running  around  out  there  loose,  give  it 
a break  and  get  real  about  this  whole  thing  of  "a  true  medicine  would  never 
accept  money  for  his  services" 

Dust  how  in  the  hell  do  you  think  that  the  "noble  medicine  man"  feeds  his 
family?  Do  you  think  that  he  just  does  his  healing  part  time  and  the  rest 
of  the  time  he  has  a regular  job  or  something.  I swear  you  nuage  wannabees 
are  really  getting  to  me  with  this  one!! 

Even  in  the  old  days,  a person  who  went  for  a healing  was  expected  to  make  a 
"significant"  contribution,  just  out  of  respect  for  the  healer.  Then  he 
didn't  have  to  charge  because  people  knew  that  he  devoted  his  life  to 
healing  and  didn't  go  hunting  and  on  raids  and  things  that  the  everyday  man 
did.  The  only  way  he  had  to  survive  is  for  the  people  to  provide  for  him 
his  needs. 

This  nuage  crap  that  a "true  medicine  man  never  charges",  what  do  you  think 
he  does  for  a living?  Now  a days  when  dealing  with  nuagers  that  don't  have 
enough  sense  to  honor  the  healer  and  give  him  a "gift"  have  to  be  charged. 
Because  90%  of  them  think  like  these  crappy  posts  I've  been  reading  that  "Oh 
he  is  so  highly  evolved  he  just  breathes  the  air  and  converts  sunlight 

directly  into  food  for  his  astral  body"  Barf!!! Puke  !!  Damn,.... 

go  get  a Guru  or  something!  Leave  our  healers  alone  so  they  can  treat  the 
people  that  don't  have  to  be  charged.  The  ones  that  will  give  him  more  than 
he  would  ever  have  ever  ask  for  in  the  first  place.  He  never  asks  because 
he  doesn't  have  to.  People  know  enough  to  give  him  what  he  needs.  In  the 
old  days  it  was  a horse  or  two.  Or  blankets  or  hides  or  clothes  or  food. 

So  now,  how  about  it  all  you  really  neat  sounding  "real  Indian"  named  people. 
How  about  forking  over  a horse.  Or  in  the  absence  of  a horse  the  3 or  4 
hundred  dollars  that  a horse  would  have  cost.  Or  a couple  or  three  nice 
pendelton  blankets  at  2 hundred  bucks  a pop(each).  Or  two  buffalo  hides  at 
6 hundred  bucks  apiece.  Lets  do  it  like  the  "real  Indians"  did  it,  back  in 
the  old  days. 

You  want  your  ceremonies  for  free  and  you  want  your  healings  for  free  and 
you  want  your  teachings  for  free  because  the  "noble  indian"  is  supposed  to 
do  it  that  way  and  besides  you've  got  it  coming  right,  you're  on  a 
"spiritchul"  path  and  the  Great  Holy  Mysterious  One  and  the  Most  Bountiful 
Mother  will  provide  all  our  needs. 

Grow  up  and  get  real!  And  next  time  you  go  to  someone  for  a ceremony  or  a 
teaching  or  a healing,  bring  them  something  worthy  of  what  they  are  giving 
you.  And  don't  dishonor  them  by  somebody  having  to  remind  you  that  that  you 
are  expected  to  contribute.  You'll  go  to  a white  doctor  and  pay  him 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  treat  your  cancer,  and  you'll  die  anyway 
But  you  won't  gift  a healer  more  than  $50  or  $25  because  they  are 
supposed  to  do  it  for  free. 

My  brother  is  a healer  and  you  nuage  turkeys  expect  him  to  buy  a car  and  get 
his  own  gas  and  his  own  meals  and  travel  all  over  the  united  states  curing 
your  cancer  and  your  aids  and  then  in  your  great  benevolence  you  give  him 
some  tobacco  or  a necklace  that  you  made  that  was  revealed  to  you  in  a dream 
And  in  the  mean  time  he  goes  hungry  and  his  family  goes  hungry  and  after 
your  healing  you  go  back  into  your  three  bedroom  two  bath,  double  car  garage 
With  central  heat  and  air,  nuke  your  supper  in  your  microwave  oven  and 
watch  50  channels  of  cable  tv  on  your  big  screen  entertainment  system  and 
record  on  your  vers.  ARGGRRRRRR! ! ! 

You  nuage  pukes  make  me  sick!  And  then  you  come  on  here  and  talk  about  what 
a true  medicine  man  is  and  how  he  is  supposed  to  act  according  to  your 
standards.  You  wouldn't  know  a true  medicine  man  if  he  walked  up  and  kicked 
you  in  the  butt!  And  you  haven't  got  the  slightest  idea  of  the  proper  way 
to  honor  him. 

Don't  come  on  here  and  speak  of  such  things  because  you  haven't  a clue.  Go 
read  a book  on  crystals  or  auras  or  something  and  get  out  of  my  culture  and 
my  life.  I'm  sick  of  hearing  what  you  think  we  ought  to  be. 

Goodbye,  have  a nice  day,  peace  on  you  and  all  that  other  crap,  just  go  away 
please. 


Hecetu  Welo, 
Doe  Don  Chipps 


"RE : Non- recognized"  

Date:  Thu,  11  lan  1996  17:38:31  -0900 
From:  ftneb@aurora.alaska.edu  (BUNCE  NORA  E) 

Sub j : Non-recognized 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Amy,  do  Native  children  adopted  out  to  non-native  families,  growing  up 
with  no  knowledge  of  who  they  are  and  no  record  of  their  heritage,  not 
exist  for  you? 

I am  Noqua,  the  daughter  of  Noqua,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Sarah  Willis, 
a full  blood  CHEROKEE,  and  member  of  aniwaya. 

My  greatgrandmother  was  not  ashamed  of  her  nativeness-  she  just  wanted  to 
live  and  she  wanted  her  children  to  live.  In  her  day-  the  "good-old-boys" 
would  take  their  dogs  into  the  Mountains  for  a Coon/Injub  hunt.  The 
people  were  hunted  like  deer,  killed,  and  the  skin  stripped  from  their 
backs  for  the  making  of  hat  bands  and  belts.  The  women  were  raped,  the 
children  stolen  and  so  on.... my  Greatgrandmother  chose  to  survive  in  the 
way  she  knew  how... she  married  a white  man.  She  refused  to  register  the 
births  of  her  children  and  refused  to  teach  them  anything  of  the  native 

way-  they  were  raised  completely  in  the  white  world My 

Grandmother  Noqua,  decided  to  learn  all  she  could  of  the  CHEROKEE  and  did 
her  best  to  live  according  to  the  traditional  values-  it  wasn't 
difficult  as  she  was  isolated  on  a farm  in  the  wilderness  of  the 
Smokey  Mountains  and  as  close  to  the  land  as  any  one  could  get- 
she  raised  me  the  same  way.  I grew  up  knowing  how  to  raise  corn,  squash, 
beans  and  tobacco  (planted  7-4-4).  I spent  my  childhood  climbing  among  the 
branches  of  the  Cedar  trees  surrounding  our  home.  I know  of  their  sacredness 
and  power  on  an  intimate  level.  I grew  pu  knowing  the  cleansing  of  a morning 
bath  in  the  creek  with  water  touched  by  the  first  rays  of  morning  sun, 
and  the  power  of  prayers  and  closeness  with  Creator.  And  yet  i did  not 
know  that  these  things  were  the  traditions  of  the  Cherokee  people 
until  years  later  when  i had  opportunity  to  see  them  in  ceremony  on 
the  reservation.  My  identity  as  a Native  Cherokee  woman  comes  from  my 
intimacy  with  land  and  my  grandmother,  and  Creator. 

According  to  your  over  generalized  logic i am  just  another  white  face 

wannabe. 

do  na  da  go  hv  i 

Noqua,  daughter  of  Noqua,  daughter  of  Sarah  Willis,  a full  blood  aniwaya 
Tsalagi . 


yyy 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  INNU-L,  NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L 
listservers;  UUCP  & Genie  (General  Electric)  email; 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, hr . indigenous, be .general, 
can . general, nef . sigs . people. first -people, talk. environment, 
alt . save. the. earth, alt .org. earth -first 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http : //web . maxwell . syr . edu/nativeweb/ journals/nanews 

"We  can  be  aggressive  and  point  our  fingers  and  be  demanding.  Quite 
often  this  is  what  society  projects  us  to  be.  Or  we  can  be  cunning 
and  manipulative.  The  idea  of  what  it  takes  to  be  a good  business  and 
entrepreneur  is  so  opposite  to  what  it  takes  to  be  a good  human  being" 

Leonard  George,  Burrard 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


We  have  been  making  garden  plans,  even  with  heavy  frost  and  biting  winds 
greeting  us  on  our  daily  walk.  Soon  it  will  be  time  for  rebirth,  and  we 
must  be  prepared  to  take  part  in  this  celebration  of  life. 

So  it  is  with  all  things.  We  must  be  prepared  to  take  part  in  the  things 
given  us  by  Creator.  We  must  remember,  as  we  endure  times  of  pain,  that 
all  things  in  life  are  circles  and  circles  within  circles.  No  matter  how 
tragic  or  no  matter  how  wonderful  life  may  be  now,  we  will  move  on  into 
the  next  phase.  We  must  be  prepared  for  what  is  coming  and  leave  our 
lessons  from  where  we  have  been  for  those  who  follow. 

Look  at  your  seeds  and  your  seed  catalogues  as  you  prepare  for  the  coming 
spring.  Look  also  at  the  path  curving  before  you  and  prepare  for  this  next 
rebirth  of  spirit. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 
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- Letter  to  Parole  Comm,  for  Peltier  - 

- URGENT:  Urban  Indian  Health  Cuts 

- Redefining  Native  Politics 

- The  Great  Giveaway 

- Cherokee  Task  Force  Organized 

- Nuxalk  Trial  Attempt  Resumes 

- Innu  Ratify  Framework  Agreement 

- Crazy  Horse  Update 

- Poem:  Coyotes  on  the  Plains 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 


Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 
Return  Fort  Reno 

Skokomish  River  Watershed  Needs  Help 
Why  "Indians?" 

Haggling  Over  Basic  Issues 
Native  Hawaiian  Kills  Self 


RE:  Letter  to  Parole  Comm,  for  Peltier 


Date:  Sun,  21  Han  96  00:29:36  EST 

From:  R23SQ@VM1.CC.UAKR0N.EDU  (Doe  Quickie) 

Sub j : Dan  20  - Letter  to  Parole  Comm,  for  L.  Peltier 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, hr . indigenous 

I am  mailing  a copy  of  this  letter  to  the  Parole  Commission. 

I ask  that  you  please  sign  and  fax  or  mail  a copy  of  this 
letter  or  your  own  letter  of  support  to  the  Parole  Commission. 
Or  sign  this  and  e-mail  this  or  your  own  letter  of  support 
to  me,  and  I'll  print  it  and  mail  it  to  the  Parole  Commission. 
Or  (better),  do  both.  -Doe  Quickie 


United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd. 

Suite  420 

Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 
FAX:  (301)  492-6694 


Dear  Commissioner, 

I don't  know  you're  legal  background  - mine  is  limited  - but 
there  is  a legal  concept  called  "jus  tertii,"  or  the  rights  of  a 
third  party.  I am  writing  to  you  as  a third  party  with 
compelling  interest  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier. 


You  see,  the  terrible  blight  on  our  justice  system  which  Mr. 
Peltier  has  been  forced  to  live  with  affects  not  only  him,  but 
all  those  who  are  informed  about  his  case.  The  fact  that  this 
could  have  happened  and  is  being  maintained  to  this  day  - not  in 
a foreign  country  but  in  the  U.S.  - creates  a climate  of  fear  in 
which  we  all  must  live. 

I believe  we  all  have  a right,  an  implicit  civil  right,  to 
expect  justice  from  our  court  system.  Yet  this  expectation  is 
not  logically  plausible  as  long  as  so  blatant  an  injustice  is 
upheld.  While  this  is  the  case,  I am  forced  to  abandon  the 
assumption  that  the  system  is  fundamentally  sound. 

Your  obligation  to  justice  should  be  reason  enough  alone  to 
immediately  parole  Mr.  Peltier.  But  I hope  you  realize  that  you 
have  a further  responsibility  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
to  steer  us  away  from  this  climate  of  fear,  to  demonstrate  that 
justice,  even  if  long  overdue,  is  still  attainable. 

I urge  you  to  reject  the  past  corruption  of  others,  to  align 
yourself  with  the  ideals  of  the  U.S.  Constitution.  I urge  you  to 
strike  a blow  for  justice  by  immediately  paroling  Mr.  Leonard 
Peltier. 

Sincerely, 


"RE : URGENT:  Urban  Indian  Health  Cuts"  

Date:  21  Dan  1996  17:37:19  -0500 
From:  bgolding@aol.com  (BGOLDING) 

Sub j : URGENT:  Letter  re:  Urban  Indian  Health  Cuts 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  following  is  a letter  drafted  by  representatives  of  the  nation's  Urban 
Indian  Health  Centers,  during  a national  conference  held  in  Denver,  CO, 
Danuary  17-20,  1996.  The  letter  is  a proposed  response  to  Dr.  Trujillo, 
head  of  the  Indian  Health  Service,  who  asked  that  we  pick  one  of  three 
options  regarding  fiscal  year  1996  appropriations  for  Urban  Indian  Health. 

Letter  follows 

Dear  Mr.  Trujillo: 

On  behalf  of  more  than  one  million  urban  Indians  in  America,  we  are  asking 
you  to  carry  our  voice  to  Congress  and  speak  out  against  the  proposed  25% 
cut  for  the  Title  V Urban  Heath  Programs. 

Urban  Indians  have  the  lowest  health  care  status  than  any  other  ethnic 
group  in  America  - even  lower  than  on-reservation  Indians.  Presently,  78% 
of  our  health  needs  are  UNMET  by  the  current  funding  levels.  Now, 

Congress  is  asking  for  even  a greater  reduction  which  is  unfair.  No  other 
racial  minority  is  being  subjected  to  such  drastic  budgetary  actions.  The 
action  by  Congress  is  tantamount  to  "genocide"  by  legislation. 

In  this  respect,  we  must  reject  any  proposal  to  reduce  the  level  of 
funding  to  Urban  Indian  Health  Programs  beyond  the  FY-95  amount.  Rather, 
in  light  of  the  UNMET  NEED,  we  are  requesting  a 10%  increase  for  FY-96  and 
a 15%  increase  in  FY-97. 

If  cuts  in  IHS  need  to  be  made,  let  them  be  in  line  items  not  needed  for 
essential  health  services.  Urban  Health  Programs  should  be  treated  on  the 
same  equal  basis  as  Tribal  Programs  when  it  comes  to  funding.  If  Tribes 
are  funded  through  September  1996  with  no  cuts  then  neither  should  Urbans. 
We  are  Tribal  members  regardless  of  where  we  live. 

Urban  Indians: 

— Represent  more  than  65%  of  the  total  Indian  population. 

— Have  a greater  user  population  (144,000  with  more  than  744,000  visits 


in  1993)  than  most  IHS  service  areas. 

— Current  funding  only  serves  22%  of  the  need. 

Impacts : 

— Will  result  in  the  inhumane  loss  of  life  and  unnecessary  pain  and 
suffering  by  hundreds  of  urban  Indians. 

— The  general  health  care  status  of  urbans  will  reach  its  lowest  levels 
by  the  loss  of  jobs,  services,  etc. 

— Result  in  layoffs  and  subsequent  loss  of  qualified  professional  staff 

— It  will  cost  the  government  more  because  Urban  Indian  clients  will 
develop  more  acute  health  care  needs  and  put  an  additional  financial 
burden  on  the  IHS,  State,  County  and  local  governments  to  service  them 
elsewhere  or  through  som  other  health  provider  network. 

In  summary,  these  proposed  budget  cuts  WILL  NOT  SAVE  THE  GOVERNMENT  A 
SINGLE  DIME;  or  should  we  say,  "one  red  cent." 

The  redman  has  paid  enough  for  so  little.  The  U.S.  government  is 
committing  gross  negligence  and  violation  of  treaty  obligations  afforded 
to  all  American  Indians  whether  they  live  on  the  reservation  or  not. 
End  of  letter-- 

If  you  agree  that  cuts  to  Urban  Indian  Health  are  intolerable,  then  plea 
contact  your  local  representatives  to  voice  your  concerns.  On  Monday, 
January  22,  1996,  legislators  will  be  discussing  the  proposed  cuts  to 
these  programs.  Please  let  your  voice  be  heard! 

Posted  by  Brian  Golding,  Chairperson  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
Sacramento  Urban  Indian  Health  Project,  Inc.  (SUIHPI) 

2020  J Street 
Sacramento,  CA  95814 
(916)  441-0918  - voice 
(916)  441-1261  - FAX 
email  - bgolding@aol.com 
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[Editorial  note:  Sincere  thanks  to  Kim  for  granting  permission  for 
this  article  to  appear  in  this  newsletter] 

REDEFINING  NATIVE  POLITICS 

(c)  Kim  Goldberg,  1995 

Since  last  reviewing  B.C.  native  affairs  in  this  space 
(Aug-Sept  1995),  the  seemingly  random  spate  of  native 
blockades  over  land  rights  has  congealed  into  a coherent 
political  force  with  the  potential  to  reshape  the  land  claims 
process  in  this  province.  It  has  also  delineated  a growing 
rift  within  native  communities  as  well  as  the  non-native 
environmental  movement. 

It  is  called  the  traditional  sovereigntist  movement.  And 
its  adherents  maintain  that  no  current  government  holds 


jurisdiction  over  the  unceded  lands  of  the  original  human 
inhabitants,  and  no  Canadian  court  has  the  authority  to  rule 
on  native  land  disputes.  It's  a position  with  some  foundation 
in  white  colonial  law,  although  no  Canadian  judge  has  so  far 
been  willing  to  entertain  an  argument  based  on  the  esoteric 
ruling  dating  back  to  1704.  Nevertheless,  sovereigntists 
reject  the  authority  of  court  injunctions  barring  them  from 
their  ancestral  lands.  And  they  reject  the  authority  of  the 
B.C.  Treaty  Commission,  which  is  currently  negotiating  land 
claims  with  more  than  40  native  nations. 

The  sovereigntist  position  is  not  generally  shared  by  the 
elected  leadership  of  most  first  nations  in  B.C.  And  it  is 
those  individuals  who  are  primarily  involved  in  the  provincial 
government's  treaty  process.  The  split  between  hereditary  and 
elected  leadership  is  the  leading  edge  of  a much  deeper  divide 
separating  traditional,  earth-centered  natives  from  those  more 
fully  absorbed  into  the  capitalist  value  system,  and  whose 
economic  development  plans  can  best  be  met  through  the  current 
treaty  process. 

The  sovereigntist  movement  was  finally  identified  by  media 
when  Shuswap  natives  refused  to  leave  a ceremonial  Sundance 
site  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  B.C.,  last  summer.  But  even  then,  the 
full  significance  of  the  sovereigntist  movement  was  always 
diluted  by  descriptives  like  "radical  fringe,"  "renegade 
Indians"  or  just  plain  "thugs." 

At  the  end  of  the  four-week  siege  when  the  natives 
voluntarily  surrendered,  the  local  Cariboo  Tribal  Council 
issued  a press  release  echoing  the  media  chorus  by  dismissing 
the  sovereigntists  as  "quite  simply  a case  of  an  individual  or 
a small  group  deciding  to  squat  on  a piece  of  land..."  But 
actions  and  alliances  elsewhere  in  B.C.  suggest  the 
sovereigntist  position  is  supported  by  far  more  than  a handful 
of  "squatters." 

In  August,  around  the  outset  of  the  Gustafsen  siege,  eight 
native  nations  and  24  environmental  groups  signed  a 
declaration  supporting  "indigenous  sovereign  nations"  and 
opposing  the  B.C.  Treaty  Commission.  The  Duh-luh  Dids 
declaration,  named  for  the  island  in  Clayoquot  Sound  where  the 
groups  met,  also  rejected  the  B.C.  government's  kinder  gentler 
logging  procedures  for  Clayoquot  (which  have  not  ended 
clearcutting,  as  originally  announced)  and  demanded  "an 
immediate  end  to  commercial  logging  in  all  remaining  primary 
forests . " 

The  declaration  (which  was  drafted  after  native 
sovereigntists  asked  environmentalists  for  help)  divided  the 
environmental  movement.  Such  heavyweights  as  Greenpeace, 
Sierra  Club  and  Western  Canada  Wilderness  Committee  declined 
to  sign  on,  while  Friends  of  Clayoquot  Sound,  Rainforest 
Action  Network,  Earth  Island  Institute  and  other  notable  green 
groups  did.  In  their  attempts  to  build  native  alliances,  B.C. 
environmentalists  have  historically  dealt  with  elected  native 
leaders.  Some  groups  were  obviously  unprepared  to  renounce 
those  leaders  or  the  initiatives  of  the  NDP  government  with  a 
tight  provincial  election  so  near. 

But  the  trend  to  watch  is  the  growing  alliance  between 
native  sovereigntists  and  environmentalists,  with  non-violent 
direct  action  being  the  strategy  of  choice.  The  September  26 
police  raid  and  arrests  of  three  hereditary  chiefs  of  the 
Nuxalk  nation  plus  more  than  a dozen  non-native  members  of 
Forest  Action  Network  who  were  all  defending  a remote  stand  of 
rainforest  in  coastal  B.C.  may  well  be  the  shape  of  things  to 
come. 

Kim  Goldberg  is  the  British  Columbia  current  affairs 
columnist  for  Canadian  Dimension. 
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The  Great  Giveaway: 

A flawed  process  led  to  province's  approval 
of  northern  B.C.  mine 

(c)  Kim  Goldberg,  1996 

If  the  B.C.  government's  approval  last  month  of  the 
proposed  Huckleberry  copper  mine  in  northwestern  B.C.  is 
allowed  to  stand,  then  the  government's  new  Environmental 
Assessment  Act  should  be  renamed  the  Giveaway  to  Mining  Act. 

So  flawed  was  the  process  leading  to  the  mine's  approval 
that  the  Cheslatta  Carrier  Nation  has  petitioned  B.C.  Supreme 
Court  to  set  aside  the  decision,  citing  numerous  errors  and 
oversights . 

The  petition,  filed  by  Sierra  Legal  Defence  Fund's  staff 
lawyer  Karen  Wristen  on  behalf  of  the  Cheslatta,  claims  the 
province's  energy  minister  (Anne  Edwards),  environment 
minister  (Moe  Sihota)  and  government  staff  failed  to  abide  by 
the  requirements  of  the  Environmental  Assessment  Act  in 
accepting  the  mining  company's  incomplete  project  report  and 
subsequently  granting  the  project  approval  certificate. 

The  case,  which  Wristen  expects  will  be  heard  within  eight 
weeks,  is  significant  because  the  Huckleberry  project  was  the 
first  of  19  proposed  mining  developments  to  be  reviewed  under 
the  new  Act  proclaimed  last  June.  The  outcome  of  this 
petition  will  set  the  tone  for  all  future  environmental 
reviews . 

According  to  the  petition.  Huckleberry  Mines  Ltd.,  whose 
proposal  is  more  than  two  years  old,  has  still  not  "submitted 
cost  projections  for  long  term  monitoring  and  maintenance  of 
the  facility  after  closure...  conducted  fish  tissue  sampling 
to  determine  background  levels  of  mercury  and  other  metals... 
provided  modeling  of  long-term  pit  water  quality. . . or 
assessed  the  impact  on  humans  of  mine  discharge." 

Yet  all  of  this  information  is  required  by  the  project 
report  specifications. 

Nor  were  the  Cheslatta  allowed  to  fully  participate  in  the 
environmental  review  or  to  have  their  concerns  properly 
addressed,  states  the  petition,  despite  the  fact  that  the 
proposed  mine  is  located  on  traditional  Cheslatta  territory, 
which  obliges  the  government  to  involve  the  Cheslatta  in  the 
review  process  under  the  Environmental  Assessment  Act. 

And  herein  lies  the  real  tragedy  as  well  as  the  moral 
crime  behind  the  government's  approval  of  this  $137  million 
development . 


The  government's  failure  to  follow  its  own  law  when  faced 
with  the  wrath  and  $500,000  media  campaign  of  the  mining 
industry  (the  same  industry  that  led  the  charge  against  Dave 
Barrett's  New  Democrats  in  the  1975  provincial  election)  is 
truly  pitiful. 

But  this  government's  spinelessness  translates  to  a much 
uglier  quality  when  one  factors  in  the  55  years  of  continuous 
victimization  the  Cheslatta  have  suffered  at  the  hands  of 
mining  and  logging  companies  who  have  consistently  been  given 
free  rein  over  Cheslatta  territory. 

With  the  bones  of  their  ancestors  lying  at  the  bottom  of  a 
lake  thanks  to  Alcan's  Kemano  project,  with  their  original 
settlement  flooded  and  burned,  with  the  caribou  nearly 
eradicated  courtesy  of  large-scale  clearcut  logging,  and  with 
loss  of  wildlife  habitat  in  their  territory  continuing  daily, 
surely  the  Cheslatta  have  sacrificed  enough  already. 

"Our  resources  have  been  taken  from  our  territory  by 
industry,  and  all  of  our  people  are  suffering,"  Cheslatta 
Chief  Marvin  Charlie  said  when  contacted  for  this  column. 

"Some  of  our  people  are  living  in  condemned  homes  with  rats 
coming  through  holes  in  the  floor.  Our  health  care  is  poor. 

Our  employment  is  very  low. . . And  now  this  Huckleberry  mine  is 
threatening  our  territory." 

The  Cheslatta  are  tired  of  industry  extracting  everything 
from  Cheslatta  land,  returning  nothing  to  the  people  and 
destroying  evermore  wildlife  habitat  in  the  process,  says  Chief 
Charlie. 

The  Huckleberry  open  pit  copper  mine  is  slated  to  yield 
15,500  tonnes  of  ore  daily  for  17  years.  The  estimated  market 
value  of  the  mineral  resources  is  $1.3  billion. 

But  when  the  Vancouver  and  Japanese  companies  owning  the 
mine  finally  depart  Huckleberry  Mountain,  they  won't  be 
leaving  the  green  stuff  behind,  just  90  million  tonnes  of 
tailings  and  70  million  tonnes  of  waste  rock. 

Kim  Goldberg  is  a Nanaimo  Times  columnist. 

"RE : Cherokee  Task  Force  Organized"  

Date:  Sat,  20  Jan  1996  08:38:36  -0800 

From:  cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com 

Sub j : FYI — Cherokee  Task  Force  Organized 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 

The  following  press  release  was  received  by  the  Cherokee  Observer  on  January 
17,  1996.  Contact  person-Robin  Mayes  can  be  reached  at  918-456-5761. 

TAHLEQUAH,  OKLAHOMA-  Monday  afternoon,  January  15,  Barbara  Starr-Scott 
and  Nick  Lay,  tribal  councilmembers  from  District  5 and  8,  met  with  Cherokee 
community  representatives,  regarding  their  concerns  about  the  numerous 
"scandals"  surrounding  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

Later,  at  the  tribal  council  meeting,  those  Cherokees 
{including  traditionalists,  activists, elders,  lawyers  and  businessmen} 
expressed  concern  to  Principal  Chief  Joe  Byrd  over  the  many  irregularities 
such  as  bogus  loans,  bingo  profits  and  Mankiller's  parting  gifts  to  her 
closest  aides. 

"The  scandals  are  an  albatross  around  the  neck  of  this  administration" 
Chief  Byrd  was  told.  He  responded  to  the  packed  chamber  that  he  too  was 
concerned  and  agreed  something  needed  to  be  done. 

Joseph  Muskrat, lawyer  and  Cherokee  Nation  tribal  member,  told  Chief  Byrd 
that  a task  force  had  been  formed.  "We  must  let  the  leaders  govern  the 
Nation  and  move  us  forward.  Take  off  the  albatross  and  give  it  to  the  task 
force.  Let  them  investigate  the  wrongs.  Those  who  have  committed  crimes 
should  be  prosecuted;  those  who  have  committed  civil  wrongs  should  be  sued. 


and  those  who  have  been  wrongfully  accused  should  be  acquitted.  Then  we  will 
bury  the  albatross." 

Councilwoman  Barbara  Starr-Scott  said  that  "the  government  should  never 
do  what  it  will  not  allow  people  to  see.  A task  force  will  bring  the  facts 
into  the  open  for  all  the  people  to  see." 

"Cherokee  people  were  always  the  leaders  in  the  Indian  world"  added 
Cherokee  Elder  Paul  Thomas,  from  Pryor  Creek.  "These  scandals  are  making  us 
the  laughing  stock  of  Indian  Country." 

Brice  Downing,  Cherokee  Elder  of  Tulsa,  said,  "Mankiller  left  us  her 
albatross  and  spent  all  the  money.  I hear  the  Nation  is  broke.  We  came  here 
to  help." 

Cherokee  Traditionalist/Elder  less  Bluebird,  of  Sperry  said  "This  is  the 
right  course  to  follow  and  we  cannot  be  deflected."  His  wife  Mary 
interpreted  for  him  and  then  added,  "This  administration  cannot  be  known  as 
the  one  that  swept  everything  under  the  carpet." 

"Chief  Byrd,  this  is  not  your  albatross,"  Muskrat  said.  "The  wrongs 
were  committed  by  Mankiller  and  her  people,  not  by  you.  This  administration 
and  this  council  must  not  adopt  their  sins  as  its  own  and  become  a part  of 
them.  You  must  take  off  the  albatross  and  give  it  to  the  task  force  so  they 
can  bury  it,"  he  said.  "Then  you  can  move  forward  and  govern." 

Chief  Byrd  concluded  by  saying,  "Don't  wait  until  the  next  council 
meeting.  Bring  your  proposals  to  the  Executive  Committee  so  we  can  get 
started  on  them  right  away." 

Mary  and  lesse  Bluebird  went  up  to  Chief  Byrd  and  embraced  him.  "You 
can  do  it,  son,  you  can  do  it.  We're  counting  on  you,"  said  Mary. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
This  press  release  was  posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee 
newspaper: 

The  Cherokee  Observer 
P.0.  Box  1301 
lay,  OK.  74346-1301 
cwyob@mailhost .galstar.com 

"RE : Nuxalk  Trial  Attempt  Resumes"  

Date:  23  lan  1996  09:56:56  -0800 
From:  samuel@wimsey.com  (Stephen  Samuel) 

Sub j : Nuxalk  Native  trial  attempt  resumes 

Summary:  ludge  issues  warrants.  Government  acknowledges/ignores  native  rights 

Newsgroups : be . politics, soc . culture. native, alt . native 

lanuary  23,  1996  Nuxalk  Trial  resumes. 

The  attempted  trial  of  Nuxalk  natives  and  their  supporters  resumed  this 
week  as  lustice  Smith  issued  bench  warrants  for  the  22  defendants  who 
walked  out  of  the  courtroom  last  month.  The  22  defendants  including 
Hereditary  Nuxalk  chiefs,  elders  and  most  of  the  elected  band  council  were 
on  trial  for  violating  an  injunction  kicking  them  off  of  their  land. 

The  trial  got  off  to  a rocky  start  on  December  4/95  when  Madame  Dustice 
Saunders  removed  herself  from  the  trial.  Natives  and  friends  had  raised 
many  questions  about  her  (or  any  BC  Dudge)  sitting  in  on  the  trial  while 
maintaining  any  sort  of  semblance  of  independence  or  impartiality.  Ms. 
Saunders  had  issued  the  original  injunction  barring  the  natives  from 
protecting  a site  known  to  them  as  "Ista"  --  the  place  where  their 
Smayusta  (an  equivalent  to  our  bible)  says  that  the  first  Nuxalk  woman 
came  to  earth.  She  used  this  as  reason  to  step  down. 

lustice  Saunders  was  replaced  by  Dustice  Smith  who  refused  to  accept 
arguments  regarding  the  constitutionality  of  the  court  issuing  orders  for 
the  arrest  and  removal  of  natives,  and  their  supporters  from  unceded 
native  territory.  He  also  refused  to  step  down  as  prejudiced.  After 
evidencing  great  difficulty  with  a request  to  officially  acknowledge  that 
the  Nuxalk  people  before  him  were  human,  Dustice  Smith  ordered  the  trial 
to  continue.  Shortly  after  that  point,  the  defendants  and  observers 


quietly  walked  out  of  the  courtroom.  Dustice  Smith  adjourned  the  trial  in 
response . 

Chief  Qwatsinas  (whom  the  courts  call  Ed  Moody)  spoke  outside  the 
courtroom  --  but  inside  the  courthouse  of  the  inability  of  the  Canadian 
justice  system  to  give  native  people  a fair  and  impartial  trial. 

"Native  people  don't  fit  in  the  White  Man's  court.  Native  laws 
don't  fit  in  the  white  man's  court. ",  he  said  before  leading 
people  out  of  the  courthouse. 

Dustice  Smith,  after  a second  adjournment  --  where  he  threatened  to  issue 
bench  warrants  for  the  defendants  --  adjourned  the  trial  to  Danuary  15  -- 
when  he  threatened  again  to  issue  bench  warrants.  On  Danuary  15,  as 
International  attention  seemed  to  focus  on  the  trial  the  case  was  again 
delayed  to  this  Monday  (Dan.  22)  where  he  finally  issued  bench  warrants 
which  come  active  this  morning  (Dan.  23). 

Lawyer  Paul  Hundel  who  had  represented  most  of  the  defendants  (the 
Hereditary  chiefs  represented  themselves)  resigned. 


Note:  On  Danuary  9,  1996  the  BC  government  issued  a press  release 
acknowledging  that  the  Nuxalk  people  have  continuing  aboriginal  rights  to 
the  land  for  which  they  issued  destruction  (logging)  permits.  The 
government  also  admitted  that  the  Nuxalk  have  refused  to  even  TALK  ABOUT 
giving  up  their  title. 

Nonetheless,  the  BC  government,  somehow  claims  the  right  to  deny  them 
their  rights  to  the  land  until  such  time  as  they  can  force  the  Nuxalk 
people  to  give  it  up.  It  is  the  unwillingness  of  the  BC  and  Canadian 
government  to  respect  these  aboriginal  rights  which  appears  to  be  at  the 
center  of  this  fight. 

For  more  information,  you  can  contact  the  House  of  Smayusta  (The  Nuxalk 
traditional  government)  in  Bella  Coola  at  (604)  799-5376, 

{Fax=( 604) 799- 5707} 

Forest  Action  Network  which  is  representing  their  white  supporters  can  be 
reached  in  Bella  Coola  at  (604)  799-5800  {Fax=(604)  799-5830} 

In  Vancouver  (where  the  trial  is  based)  FAN  can  be  reached  at739-4782 

Stephen  Samuel  (604)876-0426  samuel@wimsey.com  http://www.wimsey.com/~samuel/ 

I finally  understood  that  the  derogatory  term  "Indian  giver"  referred,  not 
to  the  Indians  themselves,  but,  rather,  to  our  treatment  of  the  Indians. 

"RE : innu  Ratify  Framework  Agreement"  

Date:  Wed,  24  Dan  1996  11:17:05  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@Orion .YorkU.CA> 

Subject:  Innu  Ratify  Framework  Agreement 

Mailing  List:  INNU-L  <INNU-L@odie.ccs.yorku.ca> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  24  Danuary  1996 

INNU  RATIFY  FRAMEWORK  AGREEMENT 

(Sheshatshiu)  Innu  people  have  voted  to  ratify  the  Framework  Agreement  in  a 
referendum  conducted  in  Sheshatshiu  and  Utshimassit  (Davis  Inlet)  over  the 
past  two  days. 

Sixty  eight  percent  (68%)  of  the  eligible  voters  in  the  communities 
participated  in  the  referendum.  88%  of  the  participating  voters  were  in 
favour  of  the  proposed  agreement,  while  12%  were  opposed. 

"The  results  of  this  referendum  are  a clear  indication  that  Innu  people 
are  prepared  to  participate  in  good  faith  negotiations  with  Canada  and 
Newfoundland.  The  Framework  Agreement  represents  a major  step  in  this 
process.",  said  Daniel  Ashini,  Director  of  Innu  Rights  and  Environment. 

"Future  agreements  will  still  have  to  be  ratified  by  the  Innu  people,  and 
the  Innu  will  have  to  be  assured  that  their  rights  are  being  recognized  to 
continue  in  the  process." 

The  ratification  of  the  Framework  Agreement  means  that  the  Innu  Nation 
now  has  a mandate  from  the  Innu  people  to  enter  into  substantiative 
Agreement-in-Principle  (AIP)  negotiations  with  Canada  and  Newfoundland.  The 


Newfoundland  government  ratified  the  Framework  Agreement  late  last  year 
The  Agreement  now  goes  to  the  Federal  Cabinet  for  ratification  by  Canad 

"RE : Crazy  Horse  Update"  

Date:  Tue,  16  lan  1996  23:42:47  -0800  (PST) 

From:  rpgough@aol.com  (RPGough) 

(by  way  of  derrico@legal.umass.edu  (Peter  d'Errico)) 

Sub  j : CRAZY  HORSE  UPDATE:  MCLU  & LIQUOR 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

As  time  allows,  on  behalf  of  the  Estate  of  Tasunke  Witko, 
periodic  "Crazy  Horse  Updates"  will  be  posted  on  the  progress  in 
both  the  Tribal  Court  and  Minnesota  appeals  involving  the 
unwarranted  use  of  the  name  on  Hornell  & Heileman's  malt  liquor. 

We  have  appreciated  all  of  the  responses  and  notes  of  encouragement 
and  support.  Those  interested  in  directly  participating  in  these 
efforts  should  contact  the  Crazy  Horse  Defense  Project,  by 
telephone  at  612/870-9006  and  by  FAX:  715/425-7000. 

Papers  served  this  week  upon  the  Estate  of  Tasunke  Witko,  Seth 
H.  Big  Crow,  Sr.  Administrator/Intervenor  provide  particulars  of 
the  recent  challenge  of  the  Minnesota  decision  prohibiting  the 
false  and  misleading  use  of  the  name  of  Crazy  Horse  on  a malt 
liquor  label. 

+ + + + 

RE:  Hornell  Brewing  Co.,  Inc.,  et  al  v.  Minnesota 
Department  of  Public  Safety,  Liquor  Control 
O.A.H.  Docket  No.  3-2400-9058-2 

On  December  27,  1995,  the  Minnesota  Civil  Liberties  Union  (MCLU) 
[Randall  D.B.  Tigue,  Volunteer  Attorney,  MCLU,  2620  Nicollet 
Avenue,  Minneapolis,  MN  55408  (612/874-9903)  and  Kathleen  Milner, 

Legal  Counsel,  MCLU,  1021  West  Broadway,  Minneapolis,  MN  55411 
(612/522-3894)]  along  with  the  attorneys  for  Hornell  and  Heileman 
Brewing  companies  (Relators)  [Lawrence  I.  Fox,  Thomas  3.  Mavin,  and 
T.  Raymond  Williams,  1211  Avenue  of  the  Americas,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10036-8701]  as  co-counsel,  filed  a Petition  for  Writ  of  Certiorari 
in  the  Minnesota  Court  of  Appeals  against  the  Minnesota  Department 
of  Public  Safety,  Liquor  Control  Commission  (Respondent)  [leffery 
F.  Lebowski,  Assistant  Attorney  General,  Suite  500,  525  Park 
Street,  St.  Paul,  MN  55103-2106]  and  the  Estate  of  Tasunke  Witko, 

Seth  H.  Big  Crow,  Sr.,  Administrator  (Intervenor)  [Robert  P.W. 

Gough,  P.O.  Box  25,  Rosebud,  South  Dakota  57570  and  Kenneth  E. 

Tilsen,  Hamline  University  School  of  Law,  1536  Hewitt  Avenue,  St. 

Paul,  MN  55104-1284] . 

The  Statement  of  the  Case  of  the  Relator  provides  the  following 
description  of  claims,  defenses,  issues  litigated  and  result: 

The  present  action  was  an  administrative  action  to  revoke  the 
brand  registration  of  "Crazy  Horse  Malt  Liquor",  on  the  ground 
that  the  brand  label  stated  or  implied  in  a false  or 
misleading  manner  a connection  with  an  actual  living  or  dead 
American  Indian  Leader,  within  the  meaning  of  Minnesota 
Statutes  Section  340A. 11(d) [ sic] . The  department,  in  a 
contested  case  hearing  pursuant  to  the  Administrative 
Procedures  Act,  determined  that  the  label  did  so  falsely  state 
or  imply  a connection  with  a dead  American  Indian  Leader,  to- 
wit  "Crazy  Horse. " 

Issues  proposed  to  be  raised  on  appeal: 

a.  Is  Minnesota  Statutes  Section  340A. 311(d)  facially 
unconstitutional  and  unconstitutional  as  applied,  as  a 
violation  of  the  First  and  Fourteenth  Amendments  to  the  United 
States  Constitution,  and  Article  I,  Section  3 of  the  Minnesota 
Constitution? 

b.  Does  the  statute  in  question  deprive  Relators  of  equal 
protection  of  the  laws,  in  violation  of  the  Fourteenth 


Amendment  to  the  United  States  Constitution? 

+ + + + 

The  brand  label  is  considered  "commercial  speech"  which  has 
more  limited  constitutional  protections  under  the  1st  Amendment 
than  does  "political  speech."  Alcohol  is  a highly  regulated 
product,  and  under  the  21st  Amendment,  state  governments  have 
greater  regulatory  power  than  does  the  federal  government.  In  the 
context  of  commercial  speech,  the  government  may  be  permitted  to 
prohibit  misleading  speech  that  might  otherwise  be  protected.  See, 
Virginia  State  Bd.  of  Pharmacy  v.  Virginia  Citizens  Consumer 
Council,  Inc.,  425  U.S.  748,  771-772,  48  L.  Ed.  2d  346,  96  S.  Ct. 
1817  (1976). 

The  outcome  of  this  legal  challenge  will  determine  whether  the 
Minnesota  statute  is  constitutional.  If  the  law  is  upheld,  then  it 
could  serve  as  a model  for  similar  legislation  throughout  the 
country. 

Amicus  briefs  anyone?? 

"RE : Poem:  Coyotes  on  the  Plains"  

Date:  30  3ul  1994  18:07:09  -0500 

From:  turtle@aicap.s21.com  (Turtle  Heart) 

Sub j : Coyotes  on  the  Plains 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Coyote 

stands  there  below  the  mountains 
where  the  sun  shines  on  the  birds 
of  morning 

drinking  coffee,  his  feet  still  cold 

a basket  filled  with 
stone  points 

for  arrows  and  other  kinds  of  sticks 

is  set  to  a certain  red 

at  the  first  light  of  day 

rolling  into  sky 

his  breath  is  long  and  slow 

watching  the  turtle 

up  in  the  mountain 

there  in  that  rocky  castle 
i could  meet  him 
i could  sing  him 

I could  give  him  another  bowl  to  carry 
further  on  down  the  mountain 
I would  greet  him 

but  I go  the  other  way tobacco  indian 


Turtle  Heart  turtle@soft21.s21.com  (Ahnishinabeg) 
American  Indian  Computer  Art  Project  BBS  619-374-2100 
Land  of  Kaw-ii-su  ancestor:  Land  of  Light 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/01/19  21:08 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

GE  Electronic  Mail 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Danuary  28- February  3 


IANUALI 

(January) 

(Kaelo) 

28 

If  I feel  hunger  or  thirst,  the  land  will  provide;  if  my  spirit  is  troubled, 
the  wind  and  the  sea  will  comfort  me;  if  I am  afraid,  Pele  will  protect  me. 

29 

Each  morning  is  a celebration  of  beginnings. 

30 

The  stars,  na  hoku,  guide  me  at  night  --  they  show  me  the  way  to  my  destiny. 

31 

The  will  of  my  ancestral  spirit,  my  'aumakua,  speaks  in  all  that  I 
say  or  do. 


PEPELUALI 

(February) 

(Kau-lua) 

February  was  the  time  when  the  anae,  the  mullet,  spawned. 

1 

If  you  want  to  see  the  stars,  you  have  to  look  up! 

2 

In  the  first  golden  light  of  dawn,  nothing  is  impossible! 

3 

Music  is  the  key  to  the  inner  spirit. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Jan  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

GE  Electronic  Mail 

Chautauqua  Newsletter<Ondamitag@aol . com> 

Sub j : Chicago  Area  Event 

Just  received  this  from  the  College  of  DuPage,  Glen  Ellyn,  Illinois: 

The  College  of  DuPage,  in  Glen  Ellyn,  Illinois  has  designated  the  week  of 
January  29th  thru  Feb.  2nd  as  Native  American  Week,  in  celebration  of  Native 
Culture.  Starting  with  the  3rd  Annual  Friendship  Pow-Wow  on  January  13th, 
which  drew  over  2,000  people,  the  College  will  kick  off  the  week  with 
Keynote  Speakers,  Mshkolahnee-Manito  & Peatohah-Nape  Tamsah,  a Traditional 
Shawnee  couple  who  will  share  some  of  their  experiences,  as  Traditionals, 
in  keeping  their  culture-heritage  alive  and  continuing,  in  this  modern  time. 
Presentations  will  take  place  in  the  College  SRC  building.  Room  2800,  at 
2-4pm  & again  from  7-9pm,  Monday,  Jan.  29th. 

Additionally,  a Film  Festival  will  take  place  in  the  SRC  building,  Rm  #1024, 
with  a variety  of  Documentary  Films  being  shown.  These  will  be  held  from 
Monday  thru  Thursday,  12  noon-2pm  & 7-9pm.  Faculty  members  will  lead 
discussions  of  the  films  afterward.  The  Public  is  Invited. 

For  further  information  please  contact  the  College  of  DuPage  information 
office  thru  (708)  858-2800  and-or  (708)  942-3078. 


From:  b.zygo@mail.utexas.edu  (Brian  H.  Zygo) 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 
Subject:  Texas  A&M  Powwow 

Texas  A&M  University  Native  American  Student  Association 

& 

American  Indian  Science  & Engineering  Society 


4th  Annual  Pow  Wow 


February  9 - 10,  1996 
Louis  Pierce  Pavilion 
College  Station,  Texas 
Friday  Evening  (Feb.  9) 


Gourd  Dancing  7:00  - 8:30  pm 

Intertribal  Dancing  8:30  - 10:30  pm 

Saturday  (Feb.  10) 


Gourd  Dancing  2:00  - 5:00  pm 

Intertribal  Dancing  7:00  - 11:00  pm 

Head  Staff 


Head  Singer  --> 

Head  Gourd  Dancer  --> 
Head  Man  Dancer  --> 
Head  Lady  Dancer  --> 

MC  --> 

Arena  Director  --> 
Co-Hosted  by:  American 


Cliff  Queton 
Ernie  Kauahquo 
Lyndon  Alec 
Amber  Clark 
Alva  Roughface 
Gary  Cornett 
Indian  Veterans  of  North 


Gulf  Coast  Tia-Piah  Society 

TRADERS  BY  INVITATION  ONLY!!! 


Crowly,  Tx 
Hobart,  Ok 
Livingston,  Tx 
College  Station, 
San  Antonio,  Tx 
League  City,  Tx 
Texas 


Tx 


Directions:  College  Station  is  located  on  Highway  6 between  Houston  and 
Waco.  Take  Business  Hwy  6 (Texas  Avenue)  and  head  west  on 
George  Bush  Drive.  Louis  Pierce  Pavilion  will  be  on  George 
Bush  Drive,  on  the  South,  just  west  of  Wellborn. 

For  More  Information  Call: 

Dept,  of  Multicultural  Services  (409)  845-4551 
Richard  Burgess  (409)  589-2726 
Amber  Clark  (409)  779-8214 
As  Always  -->  No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Permitted 
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Chautauqua  Newsletter<Ondamitag@aol . com> 

Sub j : Waters  Family  Pow-wow 

Waters  Family  Pow-wow-  February  24,  1996 
Watonga  Multi-Purpose  Building,  Watonga  Oklahoma 
2:00  pm  Gourd  Dancing 
5:00  pm  Supper 
7:00  pm  Grand  Entry 
MC  Clinton  Youngbear 
Head  Man-  Lydell  White  Pume 
Head  Lady-  Mynoma  Davidson 
Head  Teen  Man-  Patrick  Sharp 
Head  Teen  lady-  Crystal  Mason 
Head  Little  Man-  Tristen  WhiteBuffalo 
Head  Little  Lady  - Anna  Helen  SpottedWolf 
Host  Northern  Drum  - River  Bottoms  Drs.  WY 
Host  Southern  Drum  - YellowDacket  OK 
Special  Tiny  Tot  contest 
Grass  Dance  Contest 
Special  Teen  Mens  Traditional 
For  more  information  contact 
Clinton  YoungBear  (405)  884-2417 
Waters  Family  (303)  388-8820 


From:  rshyatt@horizon.hit.net  (R  H) 
Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 
Subject:  Walnut  Valley  Intertribal  Pow-wow 
Date:  Wed,  10  Ian  1996  12:23:27  +0500 


Duly  5,6,&  7.1996  First  annual  Pow  - wow  in  Winfield  Ks.  $10,000  prize 


money  in  all  categories,  for  more  information  e-mail  me  your  Name  and 
address . 


April  13&14,  19996.  First  annual  Southwestern  & Native  American  Arts  and 
Craft  show.  Winfield  Ks.  For  more  details  e-mail  me  your  Name  and  address. 


From:  berryj@Okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

To:  Ind-Net@listproc.wsu.edUj  NetRez-L@listproc.wsu.edu 
Subject:  D-FW  area  Wordcraft  Conference(FWD) 

Original  Sender:  talley@netcom.com  (Pat  L Talley) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

"Words  With  Wings:  From  Print  to  Performance"  is  a Wordcrafters 
Conference  being  held  at  Mountain  View  College  in  DallaSj  Texas  on 
February  23-24j  1996. 

Several  workshops  will  be  conducted  as  part  of  this  conference  which  is 
targeted  toward  teacherSj  librarianSj  studentSj  community  workerSj  as 
well  as  the  general  public. 

The  workshops  and  presenters  are: 

Writing  and  illustrating  children's  books  - Murv  Jacobs  & Beatrice 
Flarrell 

Native  Women:  Voices  of  Traditions  & Power  - Dr  Rayna  Green  & Hoy 
Flar  jo 

Native  Screenwriting  - Robert  Conley 
Storytelling  & Tribal  Values  - Hoy  Harjo 

Writing  as  a Career  and  Getting  Published  - Dr.  Lee  FranciSj  Robert 
Conleyj  Hoy  Flarjo 

Wordweaving  the  Vision  - Beatrice  Harrell 

Fiction  & Poetry  by  Native  American  Women  - Rayna  Green  & Hoy  Harjo 
Washington  Internships  for  Native  Students  - Dr  Lee  Francis 
Where  Do  We  Go  From  Here?  - Robert  Conley 

Registration  deadline  is  by  close  of  business  on  2-14-96 
Registration  fees: 

$25  for  both  days  includes  ref reshmentSj  lunch  and  information  packet 
$10  per  session  (does  not  include  lunch) 

$10  for  lunch  only 

$10  for  college  students  with  ID 

$5  for  high  school  students  with  ID 

For  information  contact  Frank  McLemore  or  Glenda  at  214-296-9431j  Peggy 
Larney  at  214-565-5402. 

Send  registration  to: 

TAN/TCCOj  INC 
PO  Box  542231 
D/FWj  Texas  54354-2231 

TAN/TCCO  is  a non-profit  organization. 

Evening  activity  with  guests  will  be  on  Friday  February  23j  from  8:00  - 
10:30  p.m.  at  Sequoyah's  Book  and  Coffee  Housej  5930F  Royal  Lanej  DallaSj 
TX  and  is  open  to  the  general  public.  Book  signing  will  be  conducted 
also  at  this  time. 


Date:  Sunj  21  Ian  1996  19:13:33  -0500 
Chautauqua  Newsletter<Ondamitag@aol . com 

Western  Michigan  University  Pow-wow 

Western  Michigan  University  KalamazoOj  Michigan  - March  30th  and  31st. 
This  is  a contest  pow-wow.  Host  Drum  is  Chinodin  (Saultj  Ontario).  Call 
(616)  373-1466  for  more  info. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 


Janet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Doe  Quickie,  Brian  Golding(Urgent  request), 
Cecilia  Rodriguez,  Linda  & Marvin  Summerfield(Cherokee  Observer), 

Turtle  Heart(Healing  the  Sacred  Hoop  with  Song  Poems),  Kim  Goldberg, 

Mary  Sheldon,  Stephen  Samuel(Nuxalk  Press  Release),  Joseph  Thompson, 

Robert  P.  Gough  via  Peter  d'Errico,  Larry  Innes, 

John  Burrows(Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies) 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  — - 

Date:  Thu,  25  Jan  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

GE  Electronic  Mail 

Original  Sender:  lilikoi@cats.ucsc.edu  (Josette  Kehaulani  Kauanui) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

**CALL  FOR  SUBMISSIONS** 

THE  5TH  ANNUAL  WOMEN  OF  COLOR  FILM  AND  VIDEO  FESTIVAL 

University  of  California,  Santa  Cruz 
May  16-18  1996 

The  annual  UCSC  Women  of  Color  Film  and  Video  Festival  features 
film/video  screenings  and  conversations  with  independent  film  makers, 
videographers  and  visual  media  artists.  Over  the  past  four  years  this 
festival  has  drawn  diverse  audiences  and  has  been  a crucial  venue 
for  discussions  about  the  production  and  circulation  of  images  of  women 
of  color.  This  year  the  theme  of  the  festival  will  organize  itself  around 
visual  representations  of  "rupture";  rupture  of  identities  and 
subjectivities  as  well  as  the  (dis)ruption  of  dominant  paradigms  of  race, 
class,  gender,  and  sexuality.  Works  sought  include,  but  are  not  limited 
to,  those  dealing  with  threats  to  Affirmative  Action,  indigeneity, 
immigration,  resistance,  hybridity,  queer-ness,  despair,  desire, 
transgressions,  and  erotics. 

**SUBMISSION  GUIDELINES** 

1.  Only  1/2'  VHS  tapes  will  be  accepted  for  preview.  Although  reasonable 
care  will  be  taken  to  protect  submission  tapes  from  loss  or  damage, 
neither  Kresge  College  nor  UC  Santa  Cruz  assume  responsibility  for  tapes 
submitted  for  consideration. 

2.  Please  label  submission  tapes  (inside  and  out)  with  the  title  of  the 
work,  filmmaker's  name,  address,  phone  number  and  date  of  submission. 
Please  label  the  spine  of  all  tapes  submitted  with  the  name  and  length  of 
the  work. 

3.  Submissions  will  not  be  considered  unless  accompanied  by  information 
requested  below  for  entry. 

4.  Do  not  use  fiber-filled  envelopes  when  mailing. 

5.  Final  program  decisions  will  be  made  by  March  15,  1996. 

6.  Please  note,  there  is  no  entry  fee  for  the  festival,  however,  preview 
tapes  of  works  not  accepted  for  screening  in  the  festival  will  be 
returned  only  if  you  have  enclosed  a stamped,  self-addressed  envelope  for 
return . 

7.  You  certify  that  you  hold  all  necessary  rights  for  the  submission  of 
this/videotape  to  the  Festival. 

8.  You  certify  that  the  information  provided  on  the  submission  form  is 
true  and  correct. 

PLEASE  SEND  ALL  MATERIALS,  POSTMARKED  NO  LATER  THAN  **FEBRUARY  15,  1996** 
TO: 


Women  of  Color  Film  & Video  Festival 


Knesge  College-UCSC 
Activities  Office 
1156  High  Street 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95064  USA 
For  more  information: 
phone  408-427-3466 
email:  maylei@cats.ucs  — 

(continue  below  for  information  requested  for  entry  application) 
ENTRY  APPLICATION 

Title : 

Language: Subtitled? 

One  Sentence  Description  (or  longer  if  available) : 

Year  completed: Running  Time: 

Format  (1/2"  3/4"  16mm): 

Director : 

Producer : 

Writer: 

Principal  Cast: 

Screening  History: 

Contact  Person: 

Address : 

Phone : 

Fax: 

Return  Address: 

Please  submit  a complete  list  of  production  credits, 
a short  synopsis,  b&w  still  and  other  relevant  publicity 
materials  with  your  preview  cassette. 

I have  read  and  agreed  to  the  submission  guidelines  of 
the  5th  Annual  Women  of  Color  Film  and  Video  Festival 


Signature: 


Date : 


From:  native-l@gnosys . svle. ma . us 

Subject:  "A  Healing  Way"  symposium  (Bloomington,  Indiana,  9 February) 

Original  Sender:  sflynn@indiana.edu  (Sondra  Flynn) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

A HEALING  WAY 

Native  American  Symposium 

A Healing  Way  is  a Native  American  Symposium 
focused  on  discussing  the  healing  ways  of  the  Anishnaabe 
Ojibway  and  their  application  in  mental  health  and 
chemical  dependency  treatment  today.  This  Symposium 
is  for  Natives  and  Non-Natives,  Professionals  and 
Non-Professionals  alike. 

Speakers : 


Robert  Palmer,  M.D. 

Blackwolf  Hones,  M.S.,  C.A.S. 

Maryellen  Baker 
Bill  Satory 

Friday,  February  9,  1996 
9:00  am  to  4:30  pm 

Bloomington  Convention  Center 
302  South  College  Avenue 
Bloomington,  IN 
$25.00  (by  1/31/96  please) 

For  more  information  or 
Send  registration  to: 

A Flealing  Way  Symposium 
CPC  Valle  Vista 
Bedford  Counseling 
1108  5th  Street,  Suite  C 
Bedford,  IN  47421 
Attn:  Beth  York,  M.S. 
or  e-mail  me 
-Sondra  Flynn 

Trouble  no  man  about  his  religion, 
respect  his  views  and  demand 
he  respect  yours 


--Shawnee 


Original  Sender:  seidner@laurel.humboldt.edu  (seidner  cheryl) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Greetings  to  you  from  Wiyot  Country.  We  are  located  about  86  miles  south 
of  the  Oregon  border  on  the  coast  of  California.  We  are  approximately 
272  miles  north  of  San  Francisco. 

There  will  be  a candlelight  vigil  for  those  people  who  died  in  a 
massacre  in  I860,  136  years  ago.  The  massacre  took  place  in  the  early 
morning  of  February  26th.  The  small  village  was  asleep,  resting  after 
what  we  now  believe  was  a seven  day  event,  held  in  the  evening  called  the 
World  Renewal,  where  all  people  were  welcome.  It  was  the  start  of  our 
new  year.  The  village  was  called  Tuluwat  on  an  island  in  Flumboldt  Bay. 

The  island  today  is  called  Indian  Island. 

For  the  passed  for  years,  we  have  been  gathering  on  Woodley  Island 
because  of  the  restrictions  and  the  inability  to  get  folks  to  the  village 
site.  This  year  will  be  no  different. 

There  are  still  bad  feelings  between  the  Native  Americans  and  the 
non-Indians.  There  needs  to  be  a healing  in  this  community  and  others 
like  it,  where  there  has  been  similar  sadness.  Through  this  vigil  I 
believe  the  healing  process  can  begin.  This  will  be  our  fifth  gathering, 
with  each  year  comes  new  awareness  of  ourselves  and  those  around  us. 

At  the  vigil  there  will  be  a time  of  prayer  and  there  will  be  those  who 
come  and  share  their  songs  and  poetry.  The  Flumboldt  State  University 
Student  Drum  participates  as  our  anchor.  We  will  hold  the  vigil  rain 
or  moonlight  so  be  prepared. 

The  Indian  Island  Candlelight  Vigil: 

When : Saturday,  February  24,  1996 
Where :Woodley  Island,  Eureka,  California 
Time:6:00  p.m.  to  8:00  p.m.  pst 
Bring:A  candle 

Be  prepared  for  a cool  and/or  wet  evening 
Questions?  You  may  call 

Cheryl  Seidner  (707)  733-5572  after  6 p.m.  pst 
Marylee  Rohde  (707)  442-2762 

I hope  to  hear  from  you  or  better  yet  to  see  you  there,  cawoks,  cas 
"RE : Return  Fort  Reno"  


Date:  Sat,  20  Han  1996  08:33:53  0800 
From:  thompson@mind.net  (Hoseph  Thompson) 


Sub j : Return  Fort  Reno  (Oklahoma) 


Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Dear  Friends  of  the  Native  American  Community, 

The  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  seek  your  support  on  an 
issue  which  is  now  of  critical  importance  to  our  people.  We  are  seeking 
the  return  of  tribal  lands  which  were  taken  by  the  United  States 
government  in  1883.  These  lands  were  originally  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a military  fort  for  the  protection  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho 
people.  In  1908,  the  War  Department  declared  the  lands  surplus.  It  is 
our  contention  that  the  lands  should  have  reverted  back  to  the  Cheyenne 
and  Arapaho  Tribes  at  that  time.  Over  the  past  67  years,  we  have 
exhausted  all  of  the  judicial  and  legislative  remedies  available,  to  no 
avail.  We  now  seek  the  return  of  our  land  through  an  Executive  order 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho 
Tribes  of  Oklahoma  need  you  to  voice  your  support  at  this  critical 
juncture.  We  ask  that  you: 

1. )  Please  take  the  time  to  read  the  following  letter  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  William  Clinton,  from  the  Cheyenne  and 
Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma 

2. )  Send  a letter  or  e-mail  to  the  White  Flouse  expressing  your 
strong  support  for  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  in  our 
efforts  to  regain  possession  of  the  Fort  Reno  lands  through  an  Executive 
order.  (Details  on  how  and  what  to  send  to  the  White  House  will  be  found 
at  the  end  of  the  following  letter  to  the  President.) 

Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma 


January  16,  1996 

The  Honorable  William  J.  Clinton 
The  President  of  the  United  States 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20500 

Dear  Mr.  President, 

My  name  is  Franklin  Harrison.  I am  an  American  citizen.  I served  proudly 
with  the  U.  S.  Army  and  I am  a decorated  Vietnam  Veteran.  I am  also  a 
Native  American  of  the  Arapaho  Nation.  Since  my  honorable  discharge 
from  the  military  in  1970,  I have  dedicated  myself  to  helping  the 
Arapaho  people  rise  up  from  the  poverty  and  destitution  under  which  we 
have  suffered  for  over  a century.  As  a representative  of  the  Tribal 
Business  Committee  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma,  I 
wish  to  inform  you  of  my  intent  to  help  my  people  in  the  recovery  of  the 
lands  of  Ft.  Reno,  Oklahoma.  It  is  my  belief  that  the  very  survival  of 
the  Cheyenne  & Arapaho  Nations  is  dependent  upon  on  the  reclamation  and 
development  of  this  property.  Please  allow  me  a moment  to  give  you  a 
brief  historical  overview  of  the  Fort  Reno  lands  and  our  efforts  to 
regain  it. 

The  original  Cheyenne-Arapaho  reservation  of  Oklahoma  was  established  by 
an  Executive  order  signed  by  President  Ulysses  S.  Grant  on  August  10, 

1869.  On  Duly  17,  1883,  a total  of  9,493  acres,  located  within  the 
boundaries  of  this  reservation,  were  set  aside  through  an  Executive 
order  signed  by  President  Chester  A.  Arthur  for  the  Fort  Reno  Military 
Reservation.  The  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  found  the  idea  of  a 
military  fort  appealing,  as  it  would  offer  them  protection  from  harsh 
winters,  bands  of  renegade  Indians,  and  other  lawless  factions  of  the 
West.  For  many  years,  the  Tribes  camped  just  outside  the  Fort. 

The  Executive  order  which  established  Fort  Reno  contained  a provision 
which  had  been  recommended  to  President  Arthur  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  and  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  through  a letter 


from  the  Secretary  of  War,  Robert  T.  Lincoln  dated  Duly  17,  1883.  It 
states:  "That  whenever  any  portion  of  the  land  so  set  apart  may  be 
required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  Indian  purposes,  the  same 
shall  be  abandoned  by  the  military  upon  notice  to  that  effect  to  the 
Secretary  of  War."  The  military  abandoned  Fort  Reno  in  1908  turning  it 
over  to  the  Quartermaster  Corps.  It  is  the  contention  of  the 
Cheyenne-Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  that  the  Fort  Reno  lands  should  have 
reverted  back  to  tribal  ownership  at  that  time. 

The  Cheyenne-Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  have  made  several  attempts  to 
re-acquire  the  Fort  Reno  lands,  both  judicially  and  legislatively. 

Dudicial  action,  instigated  in  1929,  extended  over  more  than  ten  years 
and  was  subsequently  dropped,  yielding  no  results.  On  April  21,  1948, 
the  Fort  Reno  lands  were  declared  surplus  by  the  War  Department  and 
transferred  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  On  August  25,  1949, 
Congressman  Toby  Morris  of  Oklahoma  introduced  HR6114,  which  would  have 
returned  7,000  acres  of  the  Ft.  Reno  lands  back  to  the  tribes.  This  bill 
was  passed  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  bill  was  reported 
favorably  to  the  Senate  floor  on  August  4,  1950  but  was  never  brought  to 
a vote.  In  1952,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  created  an  Agricultural 
Experimental  Station  on  the  Ft.  Reno  lands.  The  Tribes  most  recent 
efforts  to  gain  sponsorship  for  the  enactment  of  Congressional 
legislation  to  transfer  the  Fort  Reno  lands  were  met  with  resistance  and 
opposition  from  the  Congressional  delegation  from  Oklahoma, 

Representative  Frank  Lucas  and  Senator  Don  Nickles,  who  continue  to 
appropriate  funds  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture ' s Experimental 
Station . 

Mr.  President,  my  people  face  terrible  hardships.  Every  day,  we  confront 
poverty,  hunger  and  high  unemployment.  And  even  more  terrible  is  the 
high  rate  of  teen  suicide.  The  current  tribal  land  base,  consisting  of 
10,405  non-contiguous  acres,  is  remotely  situated  and  not  conducive  to 
economic  development.  With  the  tribal  population  now  at  over  11,000,  we 
have  outgrown  this  land  base.  The  reclamation  and  development  of  the  Ft. 
Reno  property  presents  the  Cheyenne-  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  with  a 
critically  important  opportunity.  It  offers  us  the  chance  to  build 
economic,  political,  and  cultural  stability  within  our  tribes,  and  even 
more  importantly,  it  offers  us  the  chance  to  work  together,  to  rebuild 
our  pride  and  self-confidence,  to  establish  our  independence  and  to 
seize  our  future. 

The  Cheyenne-Arapaho  Tribes  have  produced  a comprehensive  conceptual 
prototype  of  land  use  development  which  offers  a creative  and 
economically  viable  plan  for  the  utilization  of  the  Fort  Reno  property. 

This  land  holds  great  potential  for  economic  development  in  the  form  of 
businesses  which  would  serve  the  Native  American  community  and  the  local 
non-Native  community.  Tribal  plans  for  the  land  also  include 
agricultural  development  which  would  provide  not  only  food  and 
employment,  but  a very  real  opportunity  to  work  hand  in  hand  with  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  in  a way  that  would  be  beneficial  both  to  the 
Agricultural  Experimental  Station  and  to  the  Tribes. 

Oklahoma's  Master  Plan  for  marketing  tourism  calls  for  the  promotion  of 
our  Western  Heritage  and  our  Native  American  Culture.  The  Fort  Reno 
lands  offer  a unique  opportunity  to  develop  this  type  of  tourism  as  well 
as  recreational  projects.  Recent  statistics  gathered  by  the  Oklahoma 
State  Tourism  Department  reflect  that  some  24  million  tourists  per  year 
travel  through  this  geographic  area,  along  Interstate  40,  which  runs 
through  the  Fort  Reno  land.  Pre-existing  off  ramps  are  ideally  situated 
for  taking  advantage  of  the  historical  value  of  Fort  Reno.  When  Fort 
Reno  is  restored,  it  will  be  the  largest  Indian  Cultural  Center  in 
Oklahoma  and  the  greatest  tourist  attraction  on  1-40.  Educational 
opportunities  include  the  planned  construction  of  a Native  American 
Museum  to  house  and  display  artifacts  which  are  to  be  returned  to  the 
tribes  under  an  agreement  with  both  the  Smithsonian  Institute  in 
Washington  D.  C.  and  the  Field  Museum  in  Chicago.  This  facility  would 
help  us  educate  the  public  and  teach  our  young  people  about  our  rich  and 
ancient  heritage. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  principles  which  you 


outlined  in  youn  "MEMORANDUM  FOR  THE  HEADS  OF  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENTS  AND 
AGENCIES"  of  April  29,  1994  concerning  "Government-to-Government 
Relations  with  Native  American  Tribal  Governments"  have  been  violated 
every  step  of  the  way  in  the  case  of  the  Fort  Reno  land  transfer.  The 
Cheyenne-Arapaho  Tribes  have  made  every  effort  to  surmount  every 
bureaucratic  requirement  with  which  we  have  been  confronted,  only  to  be 
continually  frustrated  in  our  efforts. 

We  ask  that  you: 

1. )  take  appropriate  steps  to  remove  all  bureaucratic  and  procedural 
impediments  to  working  directly  and  effectively  with  our  tribal 
government . 

2. )  initiate  a resolution  of  this  matter  through 
government-to-government  discussions  between  our  sovereign  nations  . 

3. )  initiate  a transfer  of  the  Fort  Reno  lands  in  trust  for  the 
Cheyenne-Arapaho  Tribes  by  way  of  Executive  order. 

It  has  been  the  unfortunate  history  of  the  United  States  government  to 
make  promises  to  the  American  Indian  Nations  through  treaties  or 
executive  orders  and  then,  when  it  is  inconvenient  to  follow  through,  to 
change  the  agreement  or  renege  all  together.  The  Native  American 
community  has  made  great  sacrifices  in  answering  this  country's  call  to 
arms.  We  have  shed  our  blood  and  given  our  lives  on  foreign  soil  only  to 
return  home  and  face  social  ostracism.  Through  many  generations  of 
economic  deprivation,  we  have  retained  our  humanity  and  our  spiritual 
integrity.  We  demand  the  rights  which  are  guaranteed  to  each  American 
citizen  under  the  U.  S.  Constitution.  We  expect  to  be  treated  with 
respect,  dignity,  and  equality.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  last  opportunity 
for  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  to  pursue  our  own 
economic  prosperity  and  independence  as  a sovereign  people.  We  ask  for 
your  assistance  in  the  Fort  Reno  land  transfer. 

Sincerely  Yours, 

Franklin  Harrison 

Representative  of  the 

Tribal  Business  Committee 

Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma 


Dear  Friends, 

The  letter  you  have  just  read  was  e-mailed  to  President  Clinton  on 
January  17,  1996.  What  follows  is  a letter  of  support  which  the  Cheyenne 
and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  now  ask  that  you  send  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  Every  single  letter  or  e-mail  message  that  goes  to 
the  White  House  will  be  counted.  It  is  critically  important  to  send  a 
large  volume  of  support  mail  to  the  White  House.  Please  send  the 
following  message  along  with  your  signature,  to  the  White  House. 

>>> > copy  and  paste  < <<< 


The  Honorable  William  D.  Clinton 
The  President  of  the  United  States 
The  White  House 
1600  PennsylvAnia  Avenue,  NW 
Washington  D.  C.  20500 

Dear  Mr.  President, 

I strongly  support  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  in  their 
efforts  to  regain  possession  of  the  Fort  Reno  lands  through  an  Executive 
order . 


Sincerely, 


(Place  your  name  here) 


>>> > copy  and  paste  < <<< 


HOW  TO  REGISTER  YOUR  SUPPORT 

To  e-mail  this  letter  of  support  to  the  President,  please  follow  these 
steps : 

1. )  Type  your  name  into  the  space  provided  in  the  above  letter  of 
support . 

2. )  "Copy"  and  "paste"  this  letter  of  support  into  your  e-mail  program 
as  a "new  message"  (Please  copy  only  the  material  between  the  dotted 
lines  above.  ) 

3. )  Add  any  additional  words  of  support  or  leave  as  is. 

4. )  "Copy"  and  "paste"  in  the  subject  "Return  Fort  Reno" 

5. )  "Copy"  and  "paste"  in  the  President's  e-mail  address  which  is: 

president@whitehouse.gov 

6. )  "Send"  the  message  to  the  President. 

7. )  "Forward"  a copy  of  this  entire  message  to  all  of  your  friends.  (Use 
the  "Forward"  function  in  your  e-mail  program.)  Be  sure  subject  heading 
reads,  "Return  Fort  Reno  (Forward)" 

8. )  You  can  also  mail  a copy  of  the  above  letter  of  support  to: 

The  Honorable  William  3.  Clinton 
The  President  of  the  United  States 
The  White  House 
1600  PennsylvAnia  Avenue,  NW 
Washington  D.  C.  20500 

My  Friends, 

We  have  an  opportunity  today,  to  test  the  power  of  the  internet  as  a 
tool  for  focusing  the  "Voice  of  the  People".  We  have  an  opportunity  to 
directly  shape  the  human  rights  policy  of  our  nation  through  democratic 
action.  Please  help  us  spread  this  message  far  and  wide.  Please  help  us 
in  our  appeal  to  the  heart  and  conscience  of  our  President. 

Letters  of  support  may  also  be  sent  directly  to  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho 
Tribes  by  mailing  to: 

Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma 
ATT:  Miss  Clara  Bushyhead 
P.  0.  Box  38 
Concho,  OK  73022 

Or  they  may  be  e-mailed  to: 

cheyarap@mind . net 

"RE : Skokomish  River  Watershed  Needs  Help"  

Date:  Sat,  20  Han  1996  12:41:10  -0800 

From:  jburrows@halcyon.com  (Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies) 

Sub j : The  Skokomish  River  Watershed  Needs  Your  Help! 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


3ANUARY  15,  1996 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL 
VICTOR  MARTINO  206-842-5386 


FROM:  GORDON  3 AMES,  CHAIRMAN,  SKOKOMISH  TRIBAL  COUNCIL 


DEAR  FRIENDS  OF  THE  SKOKOMISH  RIVER: 

THE  SKOKOMISH  RIVER  WATERSHED  NEEDS  YOUR  HELP! 

On  January  31  in  Hoodsport  and  February  1 in  Olympia,  the  Federal  Energy 
Regulatory  Commission  will  hold  public  meetings  on  the  City  of  Tacoma's 
proposal  to  continue  diverting  the  North  Fork  Skokomish  River  out  of  its 
watershed  for  another  30-50  years.  The  fate  of  the  watershed,  the  estuary, 
and  of  the  people  who  live  there,  all  hang  in  the  balance.  You  can  help  tip 
the  balance  and  convince  FERC  to  require  Tacoma  Public  Utilities  to  restore 
the  North  Fork  to  its  watershed  and  operate  its  Cushman  hydroelectric  project 
in  a responsible  way. 

THE  PROBLEM 

In  the  late  1920's  the  City  of  Tacoma  built  the  Cushman  hydroelectric 
project  on  the  North  Fork  Skokomish  River,  which  flows  into  the  southern  end 
of  Hood  Canal  on  the  Skokomish  Indian  Reservation.  The  City  misrepresented 
the  effect  the  Cushman  Project  would  have  on  the  environment  and  on  the 
Reservation.  It  got  a federal  license  only  to  flood  8.8  acres  of  federal 
land.  It  used  that  license  as  cover  to  build  two  dams,  reservoirs,  power 
houses,  diversion  works,  and  transmission  lines  --  these  project  works 
remain  unlicensed. 

The  City  diverted  the  entire  North  Fork  Skokomish  River  out  of  its 
watershed  to  a power  plant  on  Hood  Canal,  and  used  political  muscle  to  build 
the  Cushman  Project  without  fish  ladders  in  violation  of  state  law.  The 
largest  salmon  runs  in  Hood  Canal  were  virtually  wiped  out.  Wildlife  habitat 
was  destroyed,  and  the  biggest  estuary  and  delta  in  Hood  Canal  were  heavily 
impacted.  The  diversion  dried  up  the  North  Fork  and  reduced  the  ability  of 
the  main-stem  Skokomish  to  flush  sediment;  the  channel  filled  in;  overbank 
flooding  increased. 

For  nearly  70  years  the  Cushman  Project  has  wreaked  environmental,  social, 
and  economic  havoc  on  the  Tribe  and  the  general  public.  No  mitigation  has 
ever  been  required  by  FERC.  The  Tribe  estimates  the  damage  at  more  than  $2 
billion.  The  City  of  Tacoma,  meanwhile,  has  enjoyed  electrical  rates  that 
are  less  than  half  the  national  average,  and  about  15%  less  than  the 
Northwest  average.  In  addition,  the  City  has  reaped  windfall  net  revenues 
of  an  estimated  three-quarters  of  a billion  dollars  at  Tribal  and  general 
public  expense. 

THE  DRAFT  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENT  (DEIS) 

The  City's  license  to  flood  8.8  acres  of  federal  land  expired  in  1974.  It 
applied  to  license  the  dams,  powerhouses,  and  other  facilities,  and  to 
continue  to  divert  the  entire  North  Fork  out  of  its  watershed  for  another 
30-50  years.  In  the  intervening  21  years  FERC  has  allowed  the  Cushman  Project 
to  continue  without  requiring  any  measures  to  reduce  damage  to  the 
environment,  the  Tribe,  or  to  the  general  public.  On  December  15,  1995  FERC 
released  a Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  on  the  City's  application. 

The  DEIS  is  fatally  flawed. 

FERC  proposes  to  simply  "write  off"  nearly  70  years  of  unmitigated 
environmental,  social  and  economic  damage,  and  to  ignore  hundreds  of  millions 
of  dollars  in  windfall  excess  revenue  to  the  City.  The  DEIS  proposes 
relatively  small  changes  in  future  operations  of  the  outlaw  Cushman  Project, 
and  token  mitigation  for  the  enormous  damage  to  the  watershed  and  to  the 
people  who  live  there.  Instead  of  protecting  the  public  interest,  FERC  argues 
in  the  DEIS  it  would  cost  the  City  of  Tacoma  too  much  to  operate  the  Cushman 
Project  as  a normal  hydroelectric  project,  restore  the  North  Fork  to  its 
watershed,  and  mitigate  the  damage! 

WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP 

The  City  of  Tacoma,  regrettably,  is  not  satisfied  with  the  enormous  wealth 
it  has  extracted  from  the  Skokomish  River  watershed  at  Tribal  and  general 
pubic  expense  over  the  past  70  years. 

Tacoma  admits  it  could  not  get  away  with  building  the  Cushman  Project  today. 
But  the  City  insists  it  cannot  afford  to  substantially  restore  the  North  Fork 
to  its  watershed  and  operate  the  Cushman  Project  in  a socially  responsible 
way.  FERC  is  acting  more  like  the  City's  business  agent  than  an  agency 


charged  with  protecting  the  public  interest.  It  will  take  enormous  public 
pressure  to  persuade  FERC  to  do  the  right  thing.  A large  and  growing  number 
of  county,  state,  tribal  and  federal  agencies,  public  interest  organizations, 
religious  groups,  and  individuals  have  joined  in  calling  for  substantially 
restoring  the  North  Fork  to  its  watershed,  and  for  mitigating  the 
environmental  damage  caused  by  the  Cushman  Project. 

PUBLIC  MEETINGS  & WRITTEN  COMMENTS 

FERC  has  scheduled  public  meetings  at  which  FERC  staff  will  present  its 
major  findings  and  recommendations  in  the  DEIS.  Interested  parties  will  be 
given  up  to  five  minutes  to  comment  for  the  record.  Please  join  with  the 
Skokomish  Tribe  and  other  friends  of  the  Skokomish  River  in  speaking  up  for 
the  river,  for  the  well-being  of  the  people  who  live  in  its  watershed,  for 
socially  responsible  behavior  by  the  City  of  Tacoma,  and  for  FERC  to  protect 
the  public  from  irresponsible  hydroelectric  development. 

* JANUARY  31  (WEDNESDAY),  7 : 00-11 : 00PM, 

HOODSPORT  FIRE  HALL 

* FEBRUARY  1 (THURSDAY),  9 : 30AM-12 : 30PM, 

RAMADA  INN  GOVERNOR  HOUSE, 

621  SOUTH  CAPITOL  WAY,  OLYMPIA 

* FEBRUARY  1 (THURSDAY),  7:00-ll:00PM, 

RAMADA  INN  GOVERNOR  HOUSE, 

621  SOUTH  CAPITOL  WAY,  OLYMPIA 

Written  comments  on  the  DEIS  must  be  received  by  February  13, 

1996.  Mail  to: 

Lois  D.  Cashell,  Secretary 

Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission 

888  First  Street  N.E. 

Washington,  DC  20426 

Skokomish  Indian  Tribe,  Mason  County,  Washington  Department  of  Ecology, 
Washington  Department  of  Fish  & Wildlife,  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service, 
U.S.  Fish  & Wildlife  Service,  National  Park  Service,  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  U.  S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  Skokomish  Watershed 
Coalition,  American  Rivers,  Federation  of  Fly  Fishers,  Friends  of  the  Earth, 
Trout  Unlimited,  The  Mountaineers,  Olympic  Park  Associates,  Rivers  Council 
of  Washington,  Washington  Trout,  Hood  Canal  Environmental  Council,  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  Affiliated 
Tribes  of  Northwest  Indians,  Washington  Association  of  Churches,  Church 
Council  of  Greater  Seattle,  Support  for  Native  Sovereignty  ALL  CALL  FOR 
SUBSTANTIALLY  RESTORING  THE  NORTH  FORK  SKOKOMISH  RIVER  TO  ITS  WATERSHED. 
PLEASE  30IN  THEM! 

INFORMATION:  VICTOR  MARTINO  206-842-5386 
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
John  Burrows,  Executive  Director  jburrows@halcyon . com  <or> 

Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies  The  Quarto  Mundista  BBS 

http://www.halcyon.com/FWDP/cwisinfo.html  FidoNet  1:352/333  360-786-9629 
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"RE : Why  "Indians?"  " 

Date:  Tue,  23  Ian  1996  10:07:42  -0600 
From:  zzshem@acc.wuacc.edu  (sheldon  mary) 

Sub j : Why  "Indians?" 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Of  course,  the  reality  is  much  different.  Native  Americans  can  NOT  get 
employment  in  major  cities  near  (even  a three  hour  drive)  reservations 
because  of  racism.  I know  Native  Americans  who  can  get  a job  at  a three 
hour  drive  from  a rez  in  meat  packing  (yes,  you  can  imagine  the 
conditions- -and  they  live  in  crowded  conditions  after  work  and  return  to 
the  Rez  on  weekends  only)  but  not  in  sales,  police  work,  prison  work,  etc. 
(even  when  they  are  qualified  and  apply)  where  they 
have  contact  with  the  general  public  OR  where  they  have  contact  with 
their  own  people.  So,  in  a state  prison  and  federal  prison  we  have  ONE 


Native  American  worker  (NOT  from  the  Rez)  and  30%  + of  the  inmates 
are  Native  American.  Think  about  it!  WHITE  AMERICA  NEEDS  TO  GET  REAL! 

The  white  Americans  in  these  cities  are  quite  determined 
that  the  Rez  population  will  give  employment  to  white  social 
workers,  white  law  enforcement  personnel,  white  food  distributors  (for 
the  prison)  etc. 

and  there  are  not  changes  which  will  disrupt  the  pattern  of  racism. 

[And  I would  add  it's  naive  to  think  it's  an  accident  that  alcohol  and 
drugs  are  so  readily  available  on  the  Rez.] 

Check  out  Tim  Giago's  editorial  on  just  this  subject  this  week.  (Now 
Giago  is  good  at  illustrating  how  the  above  is  true,  week  after  week.  I 
like  the  paper  for  that.) 

Mary  Dog  Soldier 

"RE:  Haggling  Over  Basic  Issues"  - 

Date:  Mon,  22  Ian  1996  08:37:03  -0600 

From:  "CECILIA  RODRIGUEZ"  <moonlight@igc.apc.org> 

Sub j : Chiapas:  CCRI  Communique  1/20/96  - haggling  over  basic  demands 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

"They  haggled  with  us  on  fundamental  issues,"  stated  a communique 

Communique  from  the  Indigenous  Revolutionary  Clandestine  Committee-- 
General  Command  of  the  Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation 

San  Andres  Sacam  Ch'en  de  los  Pobres 

January  18,  1996 

To  the  people  of  Mexico: 

To  the  national  and  international  press: 

To  the  peoples  and  governments  of  the  world: 

Brothers  and  sisters: 

This  delegation  of  the  Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation,  present  in 
this  first  part  of  the  resolving  plenary  of  the  table  on  Indigenous  Rights 
and  Culture,  states  the  following: 

First.-  The  rising  up  in  arms  of  an  army  of  indigenous  was  necessary.  The 
war,  the  death,  the  suffering  of  our  companeros,  was  necessary  so  that 
today  the  federal  government  commits,  on  paper,  to  push  forward  the 
recognition  of  our  existence  and  our  rights. 

It  should  be  cause  for  national  shame  that  only  in  the  last  decade  of  the 
20th  century,  almost  200  years  after  our  country  was  born,  has  the 
government  begun  to  show  signs  of  recognizing  our  existence  and  our 
rights . 

The  recognition  of  our  right  to  free  determination,  to  our  autonomy,  to 
our  right  to  freely  associate,  to  apply,  in  our  own  spaces,  indigenous 
laws  regarding  the  concepts  of  people  and  territory;  our  right  to  a 
political  representation  nationally  and  at  the  states'  level,  and  certain 
basis  for  a judicial  pluralism. 

But  at  the  same  time  the  federal  government  has  haggled  with  us  over  a 
series  of  fundamental  demands. 

The  rising  up  in  arms  of  an  army  of  indigenous  people  was  necessary  in 
order  to  make  ourselves  heard  and  so  that  the  most  basic  demands  of  the 
indigenous  people  and  of  all  the  people  of  Mexico  open  up  even  slightly 
the  spaces  for  being  heard. 

Second.-  One  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  uprising  of  the  Zapatista  Army 
of  National  Liberation  has  been  the  oppression,  injustice  and 
marginalization  to  which  we  the  indigenous  peoples  of  Mexico  have  been 
submitted.  We  decided  to  take  up  arms  because  the  voices  of  our  peoples 
were  not  being  heard,  because  our  demands  were  not  being  addressed, 
because  the  law,  when  it  was  applied,  was  used  only  to  persecute  us  and 
repress  us  and  was  never  used  to  achieve  justice  for  us. 

We  rose  up  to  demand  a justice  that  did  not  simply  achieve  some  certain 


remedies,  but  rather  a justice  that  can  only  be  achieved  with  a profound 
transformation  of  political,  social  and  economic  relations. 

A transformation  that  could  not  be  limited  to  the  indigenous  people  nor  to 
Chiapas.  A transformation  that  has  to  include  the  entire  Mexican  society, 
all  of  its  structures,  all  of  its  forms  of  existing. 

We  are  absolutely  convinced  that  without  national  democracy,  without 
liberty  and  justice,  it  will  not  be  possible  that  we,  the  indigenous 
people,  occupy  the  place  that  belongs  to  us. 

Third.-  In  this  resolving  plenary  of  San  Andres  Sacam  Ch'en  we  did  not 
come  alone.  We  came  accompanied  by  the  intense  mobilization  of  the 
indigenous  peoples  in  many  forums,  community  assemblies,  meetings  at  the 
state  and  national  levels,  discussions  in  universities  and  in  the  press. 

We  came  with  the  force  of  the  National  Indigenous  Forum  convened  by  the 
EZLN  during  the  first  days  of  this  year.  With  the  force  of  more  than  500 
delegates  coming  from  178  indigenous  organizations,  members  of  32 
indigenous  peoples.  We  also  came  with  the  committed  support  from  our 
advisors,  honest  men  and  women  from  all  sectors  of  Mexican  society, 
indigenous  and  non-indigenous,  who  brought  here  the  best  of  themselves  and 
of  the  others  who  could  not  be  here,  determined  to  add  their  efforts  to 
ours.  We  came  with  this  force  and  even  with  all  of  this  they  haggled  with 
us  on  our  demands. 

Fourth.-  Now  we  are  going  to  the  consultation,  to  hear  the  word  of  our 
peoples  regarding  these  commitments  and  proposals,  but  we  say  this 
clearly:  words  and  commitments  that  are  proposed  as  serious  and  firm  will 
be  useless  if  the  harassment  of  our  peoples  and  other  peoples  in  other 
states  persists;  if  throughout  Chiapas  the  will  of  the  people  continues  to 
be  denied  and  the  post-electoral  conflicts,  against  all  reason  or  justice, 
are  prolonged;  and  if  public  forces  continue  to  be  used  to  remove  our 
indigenous  brothers  and  sisters  who  through  their  own  decision  and 
organization  seek  respect  for  the  will  of  the  majority. 

The  signs  of  reducing  tension  must  be  full  lighted  so  that  they  reflect 
that  the  government  is  determined  to  advance  along  the  paths  of  the 
dialogue.  The  signs,  with  actions,  must  be  fully  lit  so  that  they  allow 
the  realization  of  the  consultation  with  our  peoples.  The  government  has 
now  the  opportunity  to  continue  with  determination  to  open  new  paths,  new 
doors.  The  government  has  the  possibility  to  demonstrate  that  war  is  not 
the  road. 

Democracy! 

Liberty! 

Justice ! 

Indigenous  Revolutionary  Clandestine  Committee--General  Command  of  the 
Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation 
Mexico,  January  1996 

"RE : Native  Flawaiian  Kills  Self"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Jan  1996  19:47:56  -1000 
From:  monet@aloha.net  (sam  monet) 

Sub j : Native  Hawaiian  kills  self  over  U.S.  occupation 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

59  year  old.  Native  Hawaiian  Kahale  Smith,  took  his  own  life  today,  by 
dousing  himself  with  gasoline,  as  20  armed  officers  and  officials  of  the 
State  of  Hawai'i  and  the  Department  of  Hawaiian  Homes  Land  (DHHL)  attempted 
to  forcibly  evict  Mr.  Smith  from  his  family  home  at  Anahola,  on  the  Island 
of  Kaua'i.  Moments  before  Smith  and  his  home  went  up  in  flames,  the 
police  were  throwing  his  belongings  out  into  the  street. 

Political  activist  Smith  had  been  battling  with  DHHL,  the  State  of  Hawai'i 
and  United  States  Federal  government  over  native  Hawaiian  land  title  claims 
and  human  rights  violations  against  Native  Hawaiians.  Based  in  part  on 


revelations  at  United  States  Public  Law  103-150,  enacted  by  the  United 
States  Congress  in  1993;  Smith  and  many  native  Hawaiians  believe  that 
their  land  rights  and  title  are  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Hawai'i.  At  USPL  103-150,  the  United  States 
admitted  that  it  conspired  with  others  to  overthrow  the  government  of 
Hawai'i  in  1893,  in  an  "illegal"  act  of  war,  in  violation  of  treaty  and 
U.S.  Constitution. 

On  November  20,  1995,  Native  Hawaiian  tax  protestor  3ohn  Marshe  was 
acquitted  by  a U.S.  Federal  jury  in  Honolulu  (U.S. A.  v.  Marshe  C#94-00749) 
of  willful  failure  to  file,  and  willful  failure  to  pay  income  taxes,  for 
several  years.  Marshe  based  his  defense  on  a claim  to  "sovereignty";  ie. 
that  he  was  outside  U.S.  jurisdiction.  By  his  death,  Kahale  Smith  lost  his 
opportunity  to  make  a similar  defense  and  his  day  in  court. 

The  DHHL  has  recently  been  involved  in  the  "loss"  of  well  over  $120,000,000 
in  funds  and  property  it  has  administered  for  Native  Hawaiians.  These 
funds  are  still  not  yet  accounted  for. 

Smith  contended  that  the  continued  occupation  of  Hawaiian  lands  by  the 
United  States  was  in  violation  of  international  law.  In  addition.  Smith 
accused  the  U.S.  government,  the  State  and  the  DHHL  of  act  of  "genocide"  in 
violation  of  the  Geneva  Convention  and  United  Nations  Charter. 

Native  Hawaiian  groups  have  planned  protests  and  rallies  to  oust  DHHL 
administrator  Mr.  Kale  Watson  and  bring  an  end  to  "the  abuse  of  Native 
Hawaiians  by  agents  of  the  United  States". 

For  more  specific  information  see: 

Hawaii  Resource  Library: 

http: //hawaii- shopping. com. /~sammonet/hrlhome. html 

Sam  Monet 

P.0.  Box  309 

Haleiwa,  Hawai'i  96712 

Ph/Fax:  (808)  638-8934/  638-8018 

email:  monet@aloha.net 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  INNU-L,  NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L 
listservers;  Planet  Peace;  Chautauqua  Newsletter<Ondamitag@aol . com>; 
UUCP  & Genie  (General  Electric)  email; 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, alt . activism, alt .org. audubon, 
alt . save. the .earth, alt .org. sierra -club, soc . culture . native, sc i . anthropology 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http : //web . maxwell . syr . edu/nativeweb/ journals/nanews 

"What  hurts  Indians  most  is  our  costumes  are  considered  beautiful, 
but  it's  as  if  the  person  wearing  them  didn't  exist." 

Rigoberta  Menchu,  Quiche  Maya 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


We  are  entering  February,  the  time  of  the  short  moon.  Here  in 
Georgia  I will  erect  a house  to  attract  the  lead  scouts  for  the 
northward  migrating  Purple  Martins;  and  turn  under  the  protective 
mulch  on  my  garden. 

Festivals,  powwows  and  gatherings  are  starting  up  again  in  Florida 
and  will  also  soon  occur  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  Southeast 
woodlands . 

This  is  a time  to  reflect  on  lessons  learned  from  winter,  and  a 
time  to  look  ahead  to  the  renewal  of  life  another  Spring  will  bring. 

I thank  Creator  for  bringing  myself  and  those  I love  to  this  place; 
and  offer  prayers  for  those  who  were  not  so  fortunate. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Peltier  Rally  Feb  6th  - Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Mining  Threats  in  Montana  - Abenaki  Nation  Seeking  Investors 

- The  Acorns  Come  Back  - Innu  Call  For  Review 

- The  Vatican  vs.  The  Apaches  - Aboriginal  Elders  in  US  to  Protest 

- Nuxalk  Chiefs  Challenge  Jurisdiction  - Tobacco  Possession  Ordinance 

- Policing  on  Native  Reserves  - Non-recognized 

- PBI-NAP  Updates 

- Respect  and  Honor  Project 

- Enola  Hill,  Oregon 

- Global  Peace  Walk 

- Medicines 

- Poem:  Shadow's  Long  Song 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Peltier  Rally  Feb  6th"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Jan  1996  23:12:49  -0800  (PST) 

From:  American  Indian  Movement  <aimca@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Peltier  Rally  Feb  6th 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

February  6 rally  for  Leonard  Peltier  gains  momentum. 

In  San  Francisco  members  of  the  American  Indian  Movement,  Leonard  Peltier 
Support  Group,  Earth  First,  Food  Not  Bombs,  Emergency  Committee  to  stop 
the  War,  Pelican  Bay  Prison  Project,  Belfast  Brigade  and  more  have  joined 
forces  to  protest  the  continued  imprisonment  of  Leonard  Peltier. 

February  6th.  marks  20  years  since  the  U.S.  government  imprisoned  American 
Indian  Movement  Leader  Leonard  Peltier.  The  U.S.  Justice  Department  has 
admitted  that  they  don't  know  who  killed  the  two  FBI  agents  and  they  have 
proven  themselves  that  Leonard's  weapon  was  not  the  weapon  that  was  used 
to  kill  the  agents.  Why!  20  years  for  a crime  he  did  not  commit? 

WACO  and  RUBY  RIDGE  were  minor  operations  compared  to  the  war  against  the 
American  Indian  Movement,  Black  Panther  Party,  MLN.  Puerto  Rico,  MLN. 
Mexicano  and  white  opposition  groups  to  the  United  States  Government. 

Demand  Freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier 

Demand  a Senate  investigation  against  the  FBI  into  its  criminal  war 
against  the  American  Indian  Movement  and  other  Political  opposition  groups. 
Demand  Freedom  for  Mumia 
Demand  Food  not  bombs 


gars@genie.geis.com 
gars@netcom . com 
gars@igc.apc.org 


Join  us  and  demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier  on  February  6th,  1996  at 
the  U.S.  Federal  Building  455  Golden  Gate.  San  Francisco,  California. 

For  More  information  contact  (415)  552-1992  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee  Region  11  office. 

If  you  want  to  join  the  Nation  wide  effort  call  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee  (913)  842-5774 

"RE : Mining  Threats  in  Montana"  

From:  MoonCloud@aol.com 

Date:  Mon,  29  Jan  1996  09:23:13  -0500 

Sub j : Mining  Threats  in  Montana 

Chautauqua  Newsletter<Ondamitag@aol . com> 

Blackfoot  Gold  Mine  Update: 

Montana  regulating  agencies  and  the  mining  industry  are  periodically 
reminded  of  the  vigilance  and  perseverance  of  those  who  care  about  Montana's 
clean  waters. 

If  recent  public  scoping  meetings  on  the  Seven-Up  Pete  Joint  Venture's 
proposed  gold  mine-which  brought  out  hundreds  of  alarmed  folks  from 
up  and  down  the  Blackfoot  River  corridor-hasn ' t made  regulators  and  miners 
take  notice,  then,  certainly  a lawsuit  filed  by  the  Clark  Fork-Pend  Oreille 
Coalition,  the  Montana  Environmental  Information  Network,  and  Women's  Voices 
for  the  Earth  has. 

This  lawsuit  seems  to  have  halted  the  illegal  dumping  of  over  a 
million  gallons  a day  of  arsenic-rich  water  into  the  headwaters  of  the 
Blackfoot  River.  The  suit  challenged  a decision  by  Montana's  Department  of 
Environmental  Quality  (DEQ)  to  allow  the  Seven-Up  Pete  Joint  Venture  (SPJV) 
to  release  discharges  from  their  pit  dewatering  test  into  the  alluvial 
aquifers  of  the  upper  Blackfoot  and  Landers  Fork.  This  pumped  water  is  high 
in  arsenic,  manganese,  iron,  and  zinc.  So  high,  in  fact,  that  the  joint 
venture  needed  a groundwater  "mixing  zone"  (read,  "sacrifice  area")  nearly  a 
mile  long  to  dilute  the  pollutants  and  bring  SPJV's  discharge  into 
compliance  with  Montana  water  quality  standards-standards,  incidentally,  that 
were  dramatically  weakened  in  Montana's  1995  legislative  session. 

It  was  the  DEQ's  Hard  Rock  Bureau  that  let  all  this  happen.  And  they 
let  it  happen  without  issuing  a discharge  permit,  without  requiring  any 
treatment  of  the  water,  and  without  assessing  the  test's  impacts  on 
struggling  bull  and  west  slope  cutthroat  trout  populations  in  the  area. 

Some  specifics  on  the  lawsuit:  It  challenged  the  DEQ's  amendments  to 
SPJV's  exploration  license-amendments  which  gave  the  joint  venture  the 
go-ahead  on  discharging  arsenic-laced  water,  from  the  deep  bedrock  aquifer 
into  the  shallow  aquifers  that  sustain  the  Blackfoot  and  Landers  Fork.  And 
it  charged  that  DEQ's  actions  broke  several  laws,  among  them,  the  Water 
Quality  Act  and  Nondegradation  Policy,  the  Environmental  Policy  Act,  and  the 
Montana  Constitution.  Predictably,  the  joint  venture  intervened  in  the  suit, 
most  likely  to  defend  its  own  actions,  DEQ's  decisions,  and  the  changes  to 
Montana's  water  quality  laws  that  the  mining  industry  worked  so  hard  to  push 
through  last  session. 

After  a preliminary  hearing  in  early  October,  all  three  parties  began 
gearing  up  for  a preliminary  injunction  hearing  on  November  8.  If  granted, 
the  preliminary  injunction  would  have  halted  the  tests  until  these  legal 
issues  could  be  resolved.  But  the  case  never  got  that  far.  In  a 
suspicious-looking  twist  that  took  place  only  an  hour-and-a-half  before  the 
scheduled  injunction  hearing,  SPJV  shut  down  the  tests.  "A  coincidence,"  the 
joint  venture's  P.R.  man  Chuck  Rose  called  it.  "Winter  is  here  ...  and  it's 
just  getting  too  nasty  to  continue,"  he  explained.  This,  from  a mining 
partnership  that  wants  to  mine  in  Blackfoot  country  year-round,  come  rain, 
sleet,  or  shine.  It  could  be  that  the  prospect  of  legal  scrutiny  and  a 
constitutionality  test  of  the  new  mining-sympathetic  water  quality  laws  is 
what's  looking  too  nasty  for  SPJV. 

As  expected,  DEQ  filed  a motion  to  declare  the  lawsuit  moot.  The  state's 
thinking  is  that,  because  the  tests  have  been  discontinued,  the  legal 


issues  raised  in  the  lawsuit  are  no  longer  pertinent. 

By  our  thinking,  this  is  not  necessarily  so.  It  doesn't  matter  that 
the  tests  have  stopped.  What  does  matter  is  that  the  DEQ  allowed  SPIV  to 
pollute  high  quality  waters  without  treatment  or  a permit,  and  that  is 
illegal.  In  addition,  the  state  approved  this  water  quality  degradation 
without  properly  assessing  environmental  impacts  and  without  notifying  the 
public.  That  is  also  illegal.  Finally,  the  state  justified  its  actions  by 
citing  the  recently-adopted  exemptions  to  the  Montana  Water  Quality  Act  which 
were  passed  by  the  1995  state  legislature.  We  have  argued  that  these 
exemptions  are  clear  violations  of  the  state's  Nondegradation  Policy  and  the 
Montana  Constitution.  Because  none  of  these  issues  have  been  resolved,  it  is 
clear  that  the  case  is  not  moot.  But  the  judge  gets  to  make  that  call  and  is 
expected  to  do  so  in  January. 

Until  then,  folks  need  to  question  DEQ's  dedication  to  protecting  the 
Blackfoot  River.  The  mine  SPIV  is  proposing  is  huge.  Its  operational 
challenges  are  daunting.  Its  threats  to  water  quality  are  real.  The  DEQ 
needs  to  act  like  they  know  this  and  that  doesn't  mean  approving  pump  tests 
that  pollute  the  river.  Write  to  DEQ  Director  Marc  Simonich-Cogswell 
Building,  Helena,  MT  59620-0901,  406/44-2544-and  tell  him  what  you  expect 
out  of  his  department.  And  you  just  might  mention  that  the  Blackfoot  is 
more  precious  than  gold. 

"RE : The  Acorns  Come  Back"  

Date:  Fri,  26  Ian  1996  00:43:40  -0500 

From:  Taabe21@aol.com 

Sub j : The  Acorns  Come  Back 

Chautauqua  Newsletter<Ondamitag@aol . com> 

Indians  get  back  a revered  patch  of  Northern  California  the  government 
seized  under  a drug  law. 

Seized  by  the  government  from  an  alleged  marijuana  grower,  a remote  four-acre 
clearing  in  Northern  California  has  been  returned  to  an  Indian  tribe  that 
considers  it  the  spiritual  center  of  the  universe. 

For  centuries,  Karuk  Indians  have  used  the  site  above  a Klamath  River 
waterfall  for  an  annual  ceremony  "to  renew  the  world  and  ensure  the  salmon 
and  acorns  come  back,"  Alvis  Johnson,  tribe  chairman  said  Tuesday. 

"We're  very  excited,"  he  said.  "We  got  part  of  our  land  back." 

Johnson  spoke  after  Attorney  General  Janet  Reno  announced  an  agreement 
between  the  Justice  and  Interior  departments  to  return  the  land  to  the  tribe. 
The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  will  hold  the  Siskiyou  County  land  in  trust  for 
the  Karuk. 

The  federal  government  seized  the  land  July  27,  1993  from  Bradley 
Throgmorton,  owner  of  a fishing  lodge  and  cabins  built  in  the  1850' s on  the 
site  of  the  ancient  Karuk  village  Katimin. 

In  the  off  season,  Throgmorton  cultivated  marijuana  seedlings  for 
transplanting  later  in  the  adjacent  Klamath  National  Forest,  a Drug 
Enforcement  Administration  agent  who  was  among  officers  arresting  him  said  in 
an  affidavit. 

Facing  narcotics  and  other  charges,  Throgmorton  accepted  a plea  bargain  and 
pleaded  guilty  to  state  weapons  charges  filed  by  the  Siskiyou  County  district 
attorney. 

Because  California  has  no  civil  forfeiture  statute,  U.S.  prosecutors  used 
the  federal  forfeiture  law  and  seized  the  property  based  on  state  conviction. 

The  U.S.  attorney  offered  the  land  near  the  Oregon  border  for  sale.  The 
Karuk  lacked  the  money  to  buy  the  property.  Instead,  the  tribe  asked  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  for  it  under  a federal  policy  that  encourages 
transfer  of  forfeited  property  to  further  the  mission  of  federal  agencies. 

"I'm  very  excited  about  this  transfer,"  Reno  said.  "Land  once  used  by  a 
criminal  who  flaunted  the  law  will  be  returned  to  those  native  peoples  who 
hold  it  sacred.  This  agreement  benefits  not  only  the  Karuk  but  all  Indian 
peoples  in  the  Klamath  River  basin." 

The  fishing  lodge  burned  down  after  the  seizure.  Johnson  said  the  tribe 
plans  to  remove  some  outbuildings  and  fences  and  "restore  the  land  to  its 


original  state." 

Johnson  said  his  tribe  returned  to  the  site  to  live  and  for  religious 
ceremonies  year  after  year  - even  after  gold  miners  burned  the  Indian  village 
in  1852  and  other  whites  burned  it  again  in  1883.  In  the  1950' s,  the  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  sold  some  Indian  land  allotments  to  non-Indians,  one  of 
whom  built  the  Somes  Bar  Lodge,  a fishing  camp  and  resort. 

Johnson  said  ceremonial  dances  still  were  conducted  just  outside  the  lodge 
fence  for  many  years,  and  the  land  now  is  occupied  on  by  a medicine  man  who 
acts  as  tribal  caretaker  and  his  family. 

The  area  includes  a large  hole  for  the  kind  of  pit  house  in  which  the 
Karuks  traditionally  lived  and  a sweat  house  or  cedar-plank  sauna  used  to 
purify  the  medicine  man  before  ceremonies,  Johnson  said.  Hundreds  of  Karuk 
Indians  return  annually  from  throughout  California  for  the  summer  Brush 
Dance,  a healing  ceremony,  and  usually  in  September,  for  the  world  renewal 
dance . 

In  summarizing  the  tribe's  oraj  literature,  Johnson  told  the  government  of 
a colorful  cast  of  mythological  figures  that  explains  physical  features  of 
the  area  around  the  destroyed  Indian  village: 

"Katimin  was  the  home  of  powerful  Immortals  whose  warlike  activities  gave 
Katimin  and  its  surroundings  strong  medicines  against  enemies.  Besides  fierce 
Duck  Hawk  and  his  jealous  and  vengeful  wife.  Grizzly  Woman,  there  were  Scabby 
Old  Man  and  the  Savage  Winged  One  who  both  performed  heroic  deeds.  Less 
heroic  immortals  include  Turtle,  Coyote,  Skunk,  Meadow  Mouse,  the  Mice, 

Girls,  Nighthawk  Poorwill,  Mole,  Old  Widow  Mink  and  Pacific  Salmon." 

"RE : The  Vatican  vs.  The  Apaches"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Jan  1996  13:36:07  -0800 
From:  amt@teleport.com  (PLANET  PEACE) 

Sub j : Mt.  Graham  Sacred  Site-The  Vatican  vs.  The  Apaches 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, alt . activism 

[To  find  more  information  about  this  issue  and  others  regarding  Mt. Graham, 

visit  the  Apache  Survival  Coalition's  Home  Page  at, 

http: //www. teleport . com/~amt /planet pea ce/mt_graham/asc_act ion . html] 

Religious  Respect:  The  Vatican  vs.  The  Apaches 

The  shell  for  the  Vatican  telescope  on  Dzil  nchaa  si  an  is  complete.  It  is 
a small  (1.3  meter)  optical/infrared  telescope  that  could  not  be  built  in 
Italy  because  of  sky  pollution.  The  mirror  was  provided  free  by  the 
University  of  Arizona  Mirror  Lab  to  the  Vatican  in  exchange  for  viewing 
time.  Most  astronomers,  including  the  Vatican  observatory,  state  that  the 
telescope  could  be  located  on  another  mountain,  if  available. 

His  Holiness  John  Paul  II  has  previously  supported  native  American 
religion  and  culture  practices  (see  "Sacred  Mountain"  ): 

I encourage  you,  as  native  people  belonging  to  different  tribes  and 
nations  in  the  East,  South,  West  and  North,  to  preserve  and  keep  alive 
your  cultures,  your  languages,  the  values  and  customs  which  have  served 
you  well  in  the  past  and  which  provide  a solid  foundation  for  the 
future(Speech  in  Phoenix,  1987) 

But,  His  Holiness,  despite  repeated  letters  and  requests  for  an  audience 
by  representatives  of  the  Apache  Tribal  Council  and  Apache  Survival 
Coalition  (ASC),  has  refused  to  consider  Apache  requests  for  removal  of 
the  telescope  or  even  to  meet  with  the  ASC.  The  Tribal  Council  passed  four 
resolutions  requesting  a stop  to  the  project.  They  have  been  ignored  by 
the  Vatican.  In  1992,  the  Tribal  Council  sent  representatives  of  the  San 
Carlos  Apache  to  Rome  to  discuss  the  issue  with  His  Holiness.  Their 
meeting  was  blocked  by  the  Vatican  administration.  The  US  ambassador  to 
the  Vatican  has  not  made  any  effort  to  resolve  this  conflict  between  the 
Vatican  City  State,  the  taxpayer  funded  University  of  Arizona  and  its 
Mirror  Lab,  and  the  San  Carlos  Apache  Nation.  The  controversy  will 
escalate  during  the  visit  of  Pope  John  Paul  III  to  the  United  States  in 
August  1993. 


From  Galileo  to  ET 

The  Vatican  started  its  own  observatory  in  Rome  after  astronomers 
repeatedly  challenged  the  Church's  sacred  geography.  Both  Galileo  and 
Kepler  felt  the  brunt  of  the  Catholic  Inquisition  because  they  advocated  a 
new  cosmology  that  conflicted  with  the  Catholic  view  of  the  universe. 
Vatican  observatory  used  to  say  it  hoped  to  contact  God  or  His  works  in 
outer  space  before  new  conflicts  between  astronomers  and  the  Church  became 
difficult  to  resolve.  At  the  moment.  Father  George  Coyne,  the  director  of 
the  Vatican  Observatory  in  Tucson,  has  stated  the  Vatican  telescope  is 
needed  in  order  to  locate  extra-terrestrials  and,  should  they  be 
discovered,  question  them  about  Adam  and  Eve,  redemption  and  the  Fall,  and 
their  knowledge  of  the  Savior.  Should  they  suffer  from  Original  Sin,  the 
Church  would  convert  them.  The  Apache  (including  Apaches  who  are  also 
practicing  Catholics)  see  these  statements  as  a re-affirmation  by  the 
Church  of  continuing  cultural  conquest.  Weren't  they  once  considered 
"extra-terrestrials"  by  the  missionaries? 

Father  George  Coyne  has  been  most  outspoken: 

We  are  not  convinced .. .that  Mt.  Graham  possesses  a sacred  character.... 
Since  no  credible  argument  [for  sacrality]  has  been  presented,  the  Vatican 
Observatory  will  continue  construction.... 

He  stated  that  the  presence  of  material  artifacts,  shrines  or  the 
equivalent  of  church  foundations  is  required  proof.  He  has  not  accepted 
oral  tradition,  testimony  of  the  Apache  spiritual  leaders,  affidavits  from 
the  Anglo-European  anthropologists  who  speak  Apache  and  specialize  in 
Apache  culture  nor  even  fieldnotes  of  a famous  anthropologist  who  worked 
with  Apaches  in  the  1930s.  In  a paper  on  the  Apache,  Father  Coyne  called 
for  the  outright  suppression  of  the  kind  of  religious  practices  presented 
in  petitions  by  Apache  elders,  religious  practioners,  and  the  ASC. 

Father  Charles  Polzer,  Curator  of  Ethnohistory  at  the  University  of 
Arizona,  has  also  filed  an  affidavit  for  the  University  stating  he  knows 
of  no  evidence  to  demonstrate  the  sacredness  of  Mt.  Graham.  His  Assistant 
Curator  (who  is  also  of  Catholic  heritage)  and  every  academic  expert/ 
anthropologist  on  the  Western  Apache  have  filed  affidavits  or  public 
letters  in  strong  disagreement.  Father  Polzer  has  stated  that  he  believes 
the  Apache  struggle  to  save  Mt.  Graham  is  a Jewish  conspiracy  joined  by 
the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union.  (The  ACLU  says  it  has  no  involvement 
in  the  controversy . ) 

Franklin  Stanley,  Apache  medicine  man  and  spiritual  leader,  responds  in 

1992: 

"We  have  listened  to  you  tell  us  Mt.  Graham  is  not  sacred.  But  those  who 
say  they  do  not  know,  have  not  talked  to  the  spiritual  leaders  like 
myself.  ...Any  religious  person  knows  that  it  is  a sin  to  be  disrespectful 
of  another  religion.  So  maybe  most  people,  regardless  of  their  own 
religious  beliefs,  can  show  some  respect  for  our  religion.  Respect,  and 
the  rights  granted  us  by  certain  laws  are  what  we  ask  for.  For  us, 
religion  and  culture  are  not  separate.  I hope  you  can  understand  what  I 
say,  it  is  about  spiritual  things,  even  if  it  is  called  "culture,"  it  is 
the  same ...  Nowhere  else  in  the  world  stands  another  mountain  like  the 
mountain  you  are  trying  to  disturb.  On  this  mountain  is  a great  life 
giving  force. You  have  no  knowledge  of  the  place  you  are  about  to 
destroy. ..." 

Dr.  Keith  Basso,  University  of  New  Mexico  with  30  years  experience  in 
ethnographic  studies  of  Apache  groups  and  fluent  speaker  of  Apache 
responds : 

"...It  is  apparent  to  me,  beyond  a shadow  of  a doubt,  that  Mt.  Graham,  or 
Dzil  nchaa  si  an,  occupies  a place  of  enormous  importance  in  Apache 
religious  belief  and  practice. . .The  evidence  presented  here  establishes 
clearly  and  unequivocally  that  this  mountain  is  a sacred  site  of  profound 
importance  to  the  San  Carlos  Apache  people... Mt.  Graham  continues  to  be  a 
vital  part  of  the  people's  natural  and  moral  universe.  As  a cherished 
feature  of  their  original  homeland,  as  dwelling  place  of  the  supernatural 
ga'an,  as  home  to  forms  of  life  required  for  traditional  ceremonial 
activities,  as  object  of  personal  prayers,  and  finally  as  an  ancient 
burial  ground,  Mt.  Graham  stands  as  a critical  component  in  the  Apache  way 
of  life." 


\Planet  Peace  http://www.telepont.com/~amt/planetpeace/ 

Nothing  Real  Can  be  Threatened.  Nothing  Unreal  Exists. 
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Press  Release  NUXALK  NATION  UNDER  SIEGE  ! ! ! 

Statement  by  the  Nuxalk  Hereditary  Chiefs 

"First  of  all  the  Nuxalk  Nation  would  like  to  acknowledge  Tatau,  the 
Creator,  through  Manakays,  the  Great  Spirit,  for  all  that  he  has  provided 
since  the  beginning  of  time  and  still  does  today." 

The  Nuxalk  Hereditary  Chiefs  and  their  19  supporters  did  not  appear  in 
Court  today  (January  22,  1996)  because  they  challenge  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  BC  Supreme  Court  over  Nuxalk  territory.  The  BC  Supreme  Court  chose  to 
proceed  with  the  trial  in  absentia. 

Warrants  have  been  issued  for  their  arrest.  The  courts  are  proceeding 
under  the  assumption  that  INTERFOR  has  full  rights  to  steal  and  destroy 
Nuxalkmc  resources,  rather  than  addressing  the  underlying  fundamental 
issue  which  is  Nuxalk  jurisdiction  over  these  lands.  The  court  has  chosen 
to  criminalize  the  Nuxalkmc  under  the  pretext  of  disobeying  their 
injunction  so  as  to  legitimize  the  taking  of  the  trees  from  Nuxalk 
territory.  This  case  reveals  the  British  Columbia  Government's  assumption 
of  jurisdiction  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  no  treaty  has  ever  been  made 
with  the  Nuxalk  Nation.  THE  NUXALKMC  ARE  NOT  CRIMINALS!  They  are 
implementing  their  inherent  obligation  to  protect  their  land  for 
generations  to  come.  This  is  their  traditional  law.  These  inherent  rights 
have  never  been  ceded  or  extinguished.  All  domestic  avenues  have  been 
exhausted  because  the  Governments  of  BC  and  Canada  refuse  to  acknowledge 
Nuxalk  jurisdiction. 

1.  Assumed  Jurisdiction 

-denied  position  to  present  sovereignty/jurisdiction 

2.  Imposition  of  Foreign  Laws 
-detained  from  liberty 

3.  Use  of  Force  as  a State 
-removal  from  natural  territory 

4.  No  Recognition  as  a "Nation"  with  sovereign  powers  and  status 
-denied  by  federal  and  BC  governments  to  allow  negotiations  on  a 

Nation  to  Nation  basis. 

NUXALK  NATION 

1 Governed  by  "Natural  Law" 

-Nuxalkmc  are  protectors  of  the  land  and  all  its  resources 
-everything  flows  from  the  "Smayusta"  and  practiced  through  the 
"potlatch  system" 

-traditional  economy;  use  of  natural  resources 
-Live  according  to  Nuxalk  customary  laws 
-Apply  their  decisions  within  their  own  territory 
-Established  their  own  rules  of  conduct  in  dealing  with  disputes  & 
conflicts 


-Established  restorative  mechanisms 

-appointed  river  guardians,  mediators  and  peacemakers 

2 Religious  Foundation  of  Nuxalkmc  is  their  spirituality. 

Religion  and  law  are  one. 

-song,  dance,  stories  that  is  "Smayusta" 

3 Human  Beings 

a)  Cultural,  social,  political  and  economic  rights. 

-trade  agreements,  citizenship/immigration 

b)  Territorial  Rights  Language,  customs,  traditional  values 

All  Nuxalkmc  exist  by  the  "Supreme  Law  of  the  Land  therefore,  all  federal 
matters  should  be  done  on  a Nation  to  Nation  basis. 

FOREIGN  LAWS 

1 The  government  of  Canada  has  no  authority  to  pass  legislation  to  abolish 
traditional  government. 

The  Indian  Act  does  not  apply  to  the  Nuxalk  on  the  basis  that  their 
territory  is  unceded.  Nuxalk  Nation  retain  their  inherent  rights. 

a)  BC  supreme  court  has  no  jurisdiction  on  this  dispute 

b)  BC  government  & its  courts  cannot  define  the  Nuxalk  jurisdiction 
or  its  territories. 

The  judicial  system  cannot  use  a blanket  policy  to  define  Nuxalk  Sovereignty. 
MORALITY  OF  JURISDICTION 

The  BC's  Supreme  Court's  Christian/Heathen  distinction  is  still  regarded 
as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  Regardless  of  whether  the  Nuxalkmc  are 
considered  savages  or  not,  they  cannot  ethically  or  morally  be  denied 
territorial  rights  (dominion)  nor  their  existence  as  a whole  by  coercion 
or  force.  Moreover,  the  fallacy  of  being  regarded  as  more  or  less  than  a 
human  being  is  rendered  in-operative  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  non- 
Nuxalkmc  territorial  rights  over  Nuxalkmc  rights  of  dominion  nor  is  the 
use  of  force  justifiable  to  achieve  such  ends. 

TERRITORIAL  DESTRUCTION 

A)  Natural  Law  does  not  destroy  resources 

Example:  Namu  run  by  a large  fishing  corporation  abandoned  the  mid- 
coast causing  economic  ruin  and  massive  social  disruption  as  did  Ocean 
Falls  run  by  a large  logging  corporation. 

B)  Corporate  Law  today  cannot  economically  sustain  three  thousand  people 
without  destroying  resources  and  natural  life  (i.e.  wildlife)  and  thus 
destroys  a way  of  life  for  the  Nuxalkmc.  This  is  cultural  genocide  under 
International  Law  and  their  Covenants.  The  BC  government  is  bound  by  the 
International  Covenants  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights  and  the 
International  Bill  of  Human  Rights.  Canada  and  its'  provinces  are 
signatories  on  both  these  documents.  The  Nuxalkmc  are  a people  distinct 
from  others  therefore,  a Nation  with  absolute  and  exclusive  territorial 
integrity. 

For  the  future  of  our  children,  our  grandchildren  and  children  yet  to  be 
born .... 

Way ! 

Nuxalk  Strong  - Nuxalk  Forever! 

Hereditary  Chief  Nuximlayc 
(Lawrence  Pootlass) 

Hereditary  Chief  Qwatsinas 
(Edward  Moody) 

Hereditary  Chief  Slicxwliqw' 

(Charles  Nelson) 
signed  original  on  file 

I.G.  Gauvreau 
gauvreau@unixg . ubc . ca 
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PEACE  BRIGADES  INTERNATIONAL:  NORTH  AMERICA  PRODECT  1/96 
Dustice  and  First  Nations:  Policing  on  Native  Reserves 

The  encounter  between  Europeans  and  native  peoples  has  often  been 
called  a clash  of  two  cultures.  The  way  that  the  justice  system  works 
on  Native  reserves  is  one  example  of  this  clash.  A 1990  Task  Force  of 
the  Federal  Department  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  (DIAND)  reported 
that  on-reserve  crime  rates  were  approximately  four  times  the  national 
average;  on-reserve  violent  crime  rates  were  six  times  the  national 
average.  This  article  looks  at  increased  native  control  over 
on-reserve  policing  as  one  part  of  a solution  to  these  problems. 

Miskeegogamang  is  an  isolated  Ojibway  (Chippewa)  reserve  in 
northern  Ontario.  The  media  have  often  used  Miskeegogamang  as  an 
example  to  point  out  the  social  problems  facing  natives:  high  levels 
of  poverty,  alcoholism,  unemployment  and  crime. 

Tom  is  a former  economic  development  officer  for  his  reserve.  He 
has  asked  that  his  last  name  be  withheld  - many  times  in  the  past,  he 
says,  he  has  been  misquoted  or  misunderstood  by  journalists.  He  is 
also  tired  of  talking  about  the  problems  - he  wants  solutions,  one  of 
which  is  to  restructure  police  services. 

"Nothing  will  ever  change  until  native  people  on  reserves  get 
their  own  peacekeepers,  someone  they  can  identify  with,  not  these 
southern,  middle-class  cops.  When  you're  living  below  the  poverty 
line,  coming  from  another  culture  and  language,  it's  almost  impossible 
to  establish  some  kind  of  connection...  Having  our  own  peacekeepers 
will  save  money,  prevent  misunderstandings  and  stop  people  from 
getting  hurt,"  says  Tom. 

As  the  northernmost  outpost  of  Ontario,  the  Pickle  Lake  area 
north  of  Kenora  was  known  as  a "punishment  posting"  for  young 
constables  who  were  insubordinate  to  superiors  in  the  south.  Other 
officers  chose  to  go  north  to  avoid  the  chaos  of  life  in  the  cities. 
Few  stayed  longer  than  a few  years. 

"A  lot  of  OPP  [Ontario  Provincial  Police]  officers  brought  their 
negative  attitudes  and  bigotry  with  them.  Some  aren't  shy  about 
showing  their  prejudices  in  our  community,"  says  Tom. 

Paul  Trivett,  an  OPP  officer  in  the  First  Nations  Policing 
Section  agrees.  "The  OPP  haven't  put  in  the  best  people  in  the  north 
_young  officers  tend  to  be  put  there  or  choose  to  go  there  to  escape 
the  workload.  They  are  the  wrong  people,  there  for  the  wrong  reasons. 
They  don't  care  about  the  community's  well-being,  they  only  want  to 
distance  themselves  from  the  problem,"  says  Trivett. 

Incidents  of  police  brutality  in  Tom's  community  are  high.  There 
have  been  numerous  complaints  against  some  officers  on  charges  of 
harassment  and  use  of  excessive  force.  Because  police  don't  live  on 
the  reserve,  they  have  little  insight  into  the  daily  life  of  the 
community. 

Thirty  years  ago  the  RCMP  [Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police]  had 
jurisdiction  over  all  reserves  and  almost  all  communities  were  policed 
by  non-native  officers.  In  1972,  the  RCMP  withdrew  and  power  was 
transferred  to  the  OPP.  Under  the  new  system,  band  constables  were 
given  little  power  - they  could  carry  a gun,  wear  a uniform  but  had  to 
work  directly  under  the  OPP.  By  1985,  there  was  an  amendment  to  the 
police  act  which  recognized  native  constables  as  police  officers,  with 
the  same  responsibilities  as  any  municipal  constable. 

In  April,  1992,  the  (Provincial)  Solicitor  General's  office  took 


control  of  all  native  policing  matters,  both  on  and  off  the  reserve. 

The  Aboriginal  Policing  Directorate  was  created  to  help  communities 
establish  local  police  services. 

Differences  in  wealth  and  wellness  between  northern  and  southern 
communities  are  immense.  Paul  Trivett,  who  oversees  community 
initiatives,  training  and  staffing  for  the  OPP,  is  well  aware  of  these 
differences.  "In  the  north,  it  is  so  isolated,  police  only  come  when 
the  shit  hits  the  fan,  they  are  always  reacting  to  the  problem.  They 
fly  in,  kick  the  hell  out  of  the  problem,  and  leave.  This  way  is  never 
going  to  help  the  situation.  In  southern  Ontario,  the  communities  are 
fairly  healthy  and  there  is  a much  better  relationship  with  the 
police,  but  in  the  north  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  resource 
people,"  Trivett  says.  "As  you  go  further  north,  communities  aren't  as 
developed,  they  have  less  resources  and  less  money." 

Solutions  are  difficult  for  the  north;  what  works  well  in  one 
community  may  not  serve  as  a model  for  all  reserves.  Trivett  says  many 
people  look  elsewhere  to  see  what  services  are  working,  and  then  try 
to  force  people  into  that  same  program.  "What's  going  to  determine 
success  is  when  native  people  solve  their  own  problems,  when  they 
start  saying  there  is  a better  way  to  do  business  by  integrating  their 
culture  to  empower  the  whole  community."  Each  reserve  has  unique 
problems  and  unique  strengths;  each  will  have  to  find  unique  ways  of 
solving  the  problems. 

In  Canadian  law,  jails  exist  to  deter,  confine,  punish  and 
rehabilitate  the  criminal.  In  traditional  native  practice, 
rehabilitation  and  punishment  usually  took  place  through  banishment  or 
isolation . 

This  is  a vital  difference  between  police  and  the  Native 
Peacekeepers  that  perform  policing  in  many  native  communities. 

Peacekeepers  generally  keep  the  peace  by  requiring  more  community 
services  rather  than  using  jailing  or  fines.  Many  people  can't  afford 
fines,  and  end  up  going  to  jail  for  minor  incidents.  In  such  cases, 
jail  often  makes  the  problem  worse. 

A traditional  native  approach  to  solving  problems  would  be  to 
consult  with  elders.  Minor  misdemeanors  would  be  resolved  through 
community  circles,  where  all  parties  involved  would  sit  down  together 
to  discuss  the  problems  and  remedies  to  the  situation. 

"The  word  'police'  carries  some  very  bad  connotations,  because  of 
past  experiences,"  says  Tom,  "We  are  looking  for  a term  the  community 
will  feel  more  comfortable  with,  that  is  why  we  use  the  term  'peacekeeper'. 

Bill  Brant,  ex-chief  of  police  for  Akwesasne,  says  that  there  are 
strong  human  resources  available  in  the  south,  but  not  so  many  in  the 
north.  He  says  there  is  a need  for  more  experienced  native  police. 

Those  who  are  trained  now  are  inexperienced,  so  many  communities  still 
prefer  to  hire  more  experienced,  non-native  police.  The  tendency, 
especially  in  remote  communities,  is  for  non-natives  to  leave  very 
quickly  and  the  turnover  rate  is  extremely  high.  Brant  understands  why 
non-natives  don't  stay  around  very  long  - they  are  isolated,  far  from 
home,  and  outsiders  in  a community  with  a different  cultural  and 
linguistic  base  than  their  own. 

A system  of  native-run  policing  may  still  be  a distant  dream  in 
Tom's  community,  but  elsewhere  it  is  already  a reality.  The  Akwesasne 
reserve  has  had  independent  native  policing  for  the  past  23-24  years, 
and  the  current  force  has  about  23  Mohawk  constables.  Straddling  the 
borders  of  Quebec,  Ontario  and  New  York,  Akwesasne  may  well  be  the 
most  confusing  territory  in  the  country  to  police.  Police  must  have  a 
sound  knowledge  of  Mohawk  law,  as  well  as  provincial,  state  and 
federal  law.  They  must  also  work  closely  with  the  RCMP,  provincial 
and  US  police  forces. 

"Akwesasne  is  a very  unique  situation,"  says  A1  Bennett,  a 
Cornwall  RCMP  officer  who  acts  as  liaison  Akwesasne.  "The  setup 
creates  difficulties  for  everyone.  You  are  always  crossing  border 
lines."  Nevertheless,  Bennett  says  police  services  have  improved  since 
the  community  assumed  control.  The  RCMP  maintains  an  ongoing  presence 
on  the  reserve  to  assist  in  matters  such  as  drug  smuggling  across  the 


border,  but  the  on-reserve  police  have  the  power  to  deal  with 
virtually  all  criminal  activity. 

As  self-government  becomes  a reality  on  reserves,  each  will  be 
trying  to  find  unique  ways  of  governing  their  community.  There  are  no 
magic  formulas,  no  national  models  for  how  this  will  be  achieved. 
Communities  will  have  to  form  their  own  solutions,  according  to  their 
own  culture,  needs  and  problems. 

"The  ability  of  having  one's  own  police  force  comes  with  the 
ability  of  communities  to  handle  the  concept  of  self  government.  Each 
community  is  different.  Some  communities  can't  handle  that  yet, 
couldn't  assume  control  over  all  services.  This  control  is  geared 
towards  the  ability  of  communities  to  undertake  their  own 
governmental 

administration,"  says  Brant. 

In  the  meantime,  Tom  rests  his  hopes  on  an  autonomous  police 
force  for  Miskeegogamang,  one  where  constables  have  a good 
relationship  and  understanding  of  the  community. 

_ Tavia  Grant 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Founded  in  1981,  Peace  Brigades  International  is  a unique  NGO 
exploring  nonpartisan  approaches  to  peacemaking  and  support  for 
basic  human  rights.  Recognized  by  the  UN,  PBI  has  a successful 
record  in  a challenging  variety  of  conflicts.  Currently,  PBI 
supports  teams  of  international  volunteers  accompanying  activists 
threatened  with  political  violence  in  Guatemala,  Colombia,  Haiti, 

Sri  Lanka,  and  several  Native  communities  in  North  America. 

****  pbi/uSA  2642  College  Ave.,  Berkeley,  CA  94704  USA  **** 

Tel:  510-540-0749  Fax:  510-849-1247  Email:  pbiusa@igc.apc.org 
http : //www . igc . ape . org/ pbi/ index . html 
***  Peace  Brigades  International  (USA)  *** 

2642  College  Ave.  Berekely  CA  94704  USA 
TEL:  510-540-0749  FAX:  510-849-1247 
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"RE:  PBI-NAP  Updates"  

Date:  26  Dan  1996  11:36:34 

From:  Peace  Brigades  International  - USA  <pbiusa@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : PBI-NAP  Report  1/96 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 
PBI-NAP  Updates 

As  of  mid-December,  the  situation  at  Ipperwash  remains  unresolved 
[See  October  1995  bulletin] . The  Special  Investigations  Unit  looking 
into  the  shooting  of  Dudley  Moore  will  continue  their  work  into  the 
New  Year,  well  past  the  90  days  such  investigations  are  supposed  to 
last.  The  autopsy  report  has  not  been  released.  The  federal  minister 
of  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development,  Ronald  Irwin,  has  said  he 
will  only  negotiate  with  the  Kettle  Point  Band  Council  about  the 
return  of  the  land. 

In  Davis  Inlet,  the  community's  five  peacekeepers  have  been 
granted  Supernumerary  status  within  the  RCMP,  as  part  of  the  policing 
agreement  achieved  in  mid-1995.  The  official  swearing-in  ceremony  is 
to  take  place  Dan  10.  Meanwhile  cabinet  deliberations  about  the  move 
of  the  community  to  Sango  Bay  were  still  continuing  as  of  late 
December . 

A PBI-NAP  report  entitled  "Dustice  and  Healing  in  Sheshatshit  and 
Davis  Inlet"  is  available  for  $5  from  the  PBI-NAP  office.  This  report, 
an  overview  of  the  effect  of  the  justice  system  on  the  Innu  and  the 
alternatives  being  tried,  is  the  result  of  the  work  of  Anne  Harrison 
and  Muriel  Meric  in  Labrador  from  April  to  Dune  of  1995.  To  order, 
please  contact: 


PBI  North  America  Project 
27  Third  Ave. 

Ottawa,  Ontario  K1S  235 
CANADA 

Phone:  (613)  230-4123 

Fax:  (613)  231-4690 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Founded  in  1981,  Peace  Brigades  International  is  a unique  NGO 
exploring  nonpartisan  approaches  to  peacemaking  and  support  for 
basic  human  rights.  Recognized  by  the  UN,  PBI  has  a successful 
record  in  a challenging  variety  of  conflicts.  Currently,  PBI 
supports  teams  of  international  volunteers  accompanying  activists 
threatened  with  political  violence  in  Guatemala,  Colombia,  Flaiti, 

Sri  Lanka,  and  several  Native  communities  in  North  America. 

****  pbi/uSA  2642  College  Ave.,  Berkeley,  CA  94704  USA  **** 

Tel:  510-540-0749  Fax:  510-849-1247  Email:  pbiusa@igc.apc.org 
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"RE : Respect  and  Flonor  Project"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Ian  96  12:59:05  EST 

From:  gwelker@mail.lmi.org 

Sub j : Respect  and  Honor  Project 

UUCP  email 

Who  is  the  Respect  and  Honor  Project  about? 

Indigenous  peoples  around  the  world  have  lived  in  harmony  with  the  earth 
for  thousands  of  years.  Recently,  prophetic  warnings  speak  of  the  need  to 
"mend  the  sacred  hoop"  as  a number  of  crises  threaten  prospects  for 
quality  of  life  in  Native  American  culture.  Many  issues  are  similarly 
felt  in  the  world  community  as  people  of  all  colors  reach  out  to  the  pool 
of  ancient  wisdom  in  their  search  for  cross-cultural  solutions  to  a world 
out  of  balance. 

Wisdom  of  the  Elders,  Inc.,  a Native  American  non-profit  corporation  has 
developed  the  Respect  and  Honor  Project.  They  are  gathering  a team  of 
award-winning,  indigenous  producers,  filmmakers,  photographers,  writers 
and  educators  to  help  preserve  the  teachings  and  values  of  traditional 
elders.  This  wisdom  will  be  passed  on  through  a series  of  audio 
programming,  video  documentaries,  curriculum  and  workshop  materials,  and 
book  publications. 

What  does  the  Respect  and  Honor  Project  do? 

By  providing  educational  materials  anchored  to  a videotape  format,  the 
Respect  and  Honor  Project  will  provide  diversified  tools  for  schools, 
parent  education,  recovery  and  reformatory  programs  and  individuals.  The 
teachings  of  our  prized  elders  lays  the  foundation  for  recovery  from  many 
of  the  problems  which  have  plagued  Native  American  families  and 
communities  for  seven  generations.  Our  people  are  hungry  for  a more 
wholistic  way  of  life,  stronger  bonds  with  the  extended  family  and 
balance  with  the  world  of  nature.  Ancestral  ways  are  conceptually 
centered  around  honor  and  respect  for  the  individual,  family  and 
community,  and  the  ability  to  "listen  for  wisdom"  through  the  passing  on 
of  oral  traditions.  This  exposure  to  exemplary  role  models  will  help  our 
people  and  future  generations  develop  a healthier  self  concept,  balanced 
values  and  deepen  our  peoples'  understanding  and  respect  for  their  own 
culture. 

At  the  same  time,  this  project  is  expected  to  enrich  a broad  spectrum  of 
today's  culturally  diverse  world  community.  "The  values  that  Indians  hold 
dear  offer  something  to  the  rest  of  the  world  and  to  America,."  said 


Richard  West,  Museum  Director  for  the  National  Museum  of  the  American 
Indian.  "Indians  have  always  sought  a balance  with  the  environment  around 
them.  These  are  values  that  are  not  always  clearly  visible  in  our  Western 
Culture  today. " 

Increasingly,  people  of  all  faiths,  traditions  and  colors  - red,  brown, 
yellow,  black  and  white  - are  hungry  for  understanding  of  indigenous 
heritage  and  seek  more  meaning  in  life.  They  recognize  that  Native 
American  culture  has  the  perspective  to  help  them  live  in  balance  with  a 
fragile  ecosystem;  search  for  solutions  to  contemporary  deadly  diseases 
and  epidemics;  resolve  conflict  amidst  a threat  of  world  war;  and  overcome 
human  rights  and  economic  injustice  and  racism  among  humankind. 

Is  the  Respect  and  Honor  Project  important? 

Preservation  of  our  elders'  teachings  is  of  paramount  importance  during 
this  last  decade  of  the  Twentieth  Century.  Values  were  passed  along  orally 
from  generation  to  generation  and  represent  an  ancient  legacy  of 
knowledge  that  is  becoming  just  as  endangered  as  many  species  of  our 
fragile  ecosystem.  Many  of  our  elders  have  already  taken  important 
teachings  with  them  to  the  Spirit  World  without  having  the  opportunity  to 
pass  them  along.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  Wisdom  of  the  Elder's 
"Respect  and  Honor"  Project  make  this  call  to  you  for  help.  We  are 
looking  for  sponsors  and  supporters  for  the  Respect  and  Honor  Project.  We 
appeal  to  you  to  assist  us  as  a Founding  Sponsor,  Senior  Supporter  or 
Respect  and  Honor  Supporter  to  make  this  project  possible. 

If  you  would  like  to  know  more  about  our  project  please  call: 

Phone  number  - (503)  775-4014 
or  write  us  at: 

5518  S.E.  Flavel  Dr. 

Portland,  OR  97206 

Home  Page: 

http : //www. 3rdplanet . com/wj  stroud/home . html 

Ward  3ene  Stroud 

Born  in  1958  Ward  is  a native  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  having  lived  there 
all  his  life.  Although  flute  playing  is  his  primary  focus,  he  also  hand 
carves . 

Ward's  experience  in  music  comes  from  his  earliest  childhood  memories  of 
making  music  with  his  mother,  a full-blooded  Yaqui  Indian.  The  flute  is  an 
extension  of  his  spirit  voice,  from  that  special  place  where  his  heart 
speaks.  He  enjoys  performing  live  and  recording.  Ward  believes  that  music 
is  very  important,  and  that  it  has  a healing  quality  that  is  very  special. 

He  also  believes  it  nourishes  both  the  mind  and  spirit,  bringing  beauty 
to  the  world.  As  Ward  says-  "Music  is  the  kind  of  magic  that  all  people 
can  believe  in.  Sharing  this  music  with  others  is  a great  honor  and  joy!" 

"RE : Enola  Hill,  Oregon"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Han  1996  16:47:27  -0800 

From:  Loretta  Whitebread  <wbread@teleport . com> 

Sub j : Enola  Hill,  Oregon 

Newsgroups : alt . native, alt . org. audubon , alt . save. the. earth, 

alt . org. sierra -club, soc .culture . native, sci . anthropology 

Enola  Hill,  a sacred  site  recognized  as  such  my  local  Native  American 
tribes  as  well  as  by  other  local  individuals  and  groups,  is  slated  to  be 
clearcut  in  the  coming  months.  Enola  Hill  is  located  on  the  slopes  of 
Mt.  Hood.  Many  of  us  have  been  working  for  years  to  prevent  this. 

The  US  Forest  Service  is  planning  to  discuss  the  sale  (first  item  on  the 
agenda)  Thursday  evening,  Feb  1 @ 7:30pm.  This  would  be  a good  chance 
for  them  to  realize  that  we  intend  to  stop  them  from  logging  this  and  the 
other  sites  they're  discussing  that  evening:  Salmonberry  and  Still  Creek. 

If  you're  interested  in  making  a show  of  support .. email  me  for  carpool 
information,  or  show  up. 


Directions : 


Take  Highway  26  east  up  Mt.  Hood.  Go  through  Welches  to  Salmon  River. 

Turn  right  (south)  and  the  building  is  200  yards  on  the  left. 

I overheard  a lumber  company  representative  and  the  forest  service 
talking  and  they  were  saying:  "If  we  can  cut  Enola  Hill,  we  can  cut 
anywhere."  They  know  how  special  this  spot  is  to  people,  and  they  are 
not  only  greedy,  but  hoping  to  break  our  spirit.  Let's  not  let  them  do  it!! 

Enthusiastically, 

Loretta 


"RE : Global  Peace  Walk"  

Date:  Sat,  27  lan  1996  17:18:02  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna@rain.org> 

David  Williams  sent  me  this.  You  have  his  e-mail  address  here. 

- Forwarded  message  

Date:  Wed,  24  lan  1996  00:47:26  -0800  (PST) 

From:  David  Williams  <iesercsb@coyote. rain.org> 

Sub  j : NEXTWALK  info 

UUCP  email 

\NEXTWALK\  01-22-96  Spring  Schedule  for  1996  GLOBAL  PEACE  WALK 

To  bring  out  GLOBAL  PEACE  NOW  by  the  voice  of  all  humanity  as  One  Mind, 
in  support  of  the  call  by  Mahatma  Gandhi's  revered  teacher  (Guruji)  for  an 
American  Spiritual  Revolution  led  by  the  American  Indian  religious  and 
spiritual  people,  and  in  support  of  Western  Shoshone  spiritual  leader 
Corbin  Harney,  the  1996  Global  Peace  Walkers  will  be  joining  with  other 
spiritual  practitioners  for  a walk  with  the  Lenten  Desert  Experience  to  the 
Nevada  Nuclear  Test  Site  from  the  Las  Vegas  office  of  the  US  Department  of 
Energy  (2753  South  Highland),  on  March  31st  (Palm  Sunday)  after  a 9AM 
prayer  ceremony,  and  arriving  at  the  test  site  camp  on  April  6th  (Good 
Friday)  for  the  Spring  Gathering  of  Healing  Global  Wounds,  April  4-8,  1996, 
with  a caravan  en  route  to  Taos,  New  Mexico  for  the  April  22-27  Global 
Peace  Zone  Gathering  and  GLOBAL  PEACE  WALK  to  Santa  Fe.  Concurrent  with 
the  Nevada  walk  will  be  an  international  organizers'  Nuclear  Abolition 
Summit,  April  1-4  in  Las  Vegas.  Buddha's  birthday,  prayer  offered  April  8. 

This  project  was  initiated  last  year  by  the  United  Nations  50th  Anniversary 
GLOBAL  PEACE  WALK  '95  from  New  York  (January  15th  MLK  birthday)  to  San 
Francisco  (June  20th).  A book  containing  the  messages  and  many  letters  of 
support  from  this  walk  was  hand  delivered  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly  at  the  United  Nations  in  New  York  in  October  1995, 
witnessed  by  Corbin  Harney.  The  purpose  of  the  Global  Peace  Walk  is  to 
bring  out  Global  Peace  Now  as  a prayer  by  all  of  humanity  and  to  foster  the 
development  of  a Spiritual  United  Nations  to  affect  Global  Peace  Now  by 
establishing,  with  The  Peace  Pole  Ceremony,  Global  Peace  Zones  across  the 
country  and  around  the  world.  After  the  Earth  Day  1996  Peace  Pole  Ceremony 
in  Taos,  on  April  24th  the  Mayor  declared  Taos  the  first  GLOBAL  PEACE  ZONE 
pursuant  to  this  campaign,  and  upon  the  walk's  arrival  in  Santa  Fe,  the 
Mayor  there  declared  April  26th  Global  Peace  Walk  Day.  In  respect  of  this 
Rev.  Yamato  has  resolved  to  begin  an  annual  ceremony  of  commemoration  and 
to  further  the  development  of  a permanent  land  based  spiritual  community  in 
the  Taos  area  to  pursue  the  goals  of  the  Global  Peace  Walk.  Just  before 
our  October  delivery  to  the  United  Nations  we  got  a commitment  from 
Bethlehem's  Peace  Museum  organizers  involving  the  Mayor  of  Bethlehem  and 
Yassar  Arafat's  brother.  Dr.  Arafat,  offering  a site  at  this  Peace  Museum 
Park  (part  of  the  Bethlehem  2000  program)  for  our  construction  of  a 
permanent  Peace  Pole  there  to  help  unite  the  three  faiths  of  Jerusalem  in 
peace.  While  the  above  Nevada  events  are  under  way,  a delegation  will  be 
in  Israel  to  further  these  negotiations  and  we  may  possibly  obtain  an 
interactive  internet  video  link  from  Jerusalem  to  Nevada  for  this  occasion. 
The  success  of  these  events  depends  on  everyone  who  gets  this  message  to 
get  involved  immediately  and  help  in  any  way  they  can.  WELCOME  HOME. 

Rev.  Yamato  is  the  one  who  first  brought  the  interfaith  peace  pole  ceremony 


to  the  annual  Rainbow  Family  Gathering  in  1978.  He  has  worked  with  many 
native  American  spiritual  leaders  over  the  last  20  years  and  has  developed 
special  international  relationships  with  His  Holiness  the  Dalai  Lama. 

The  coordinator  of  the  Global  Peace  Walk,  David  Crockett  Williams  Dr.,  is  a 
personal  and  financial  agent,  chemical  physicist,  spiritual  practitioner  of 
Nichidatsu  Fujii  and  Sathya  Sai  Baba,  and  has  registered  as  an  independent 
1996  candidate  for  United  States  President  to  stop  nuclear  weapons  testing, 
free  Leonard  Peltier,  replace  fossil  fuel  and  nuclear  power  with  Free 
Energy  Technologies,  and  implement  the  recommercialization  of  hemp  for  the 
overall  majority  of  earth's  paper,  fiber,  food,  fuel,  medicines,  chemical 
feedstocks,  construction  materials,  to  save  the  ozone  layer  and  stop  global 
warming.  CALL  Yamato  415-626-9757,  Williams  805-822-3309,  Corbin  Harney  and 
the  Nuclear  Abolition  Summit  & Nuclear  Abolition  Day  of  Action  (April  8th) 
c/o  Shundahai  Network  202-588-0912,  Healing  Global  Wounds  408-338-0147, 

Taos  Gathering  and  Walk  organizer  Martha  Bourke  505-758-2071. 

Na  Mu  Myo  Ho  Ren  Ge  Kyo  — Unity  in  Diversity:  ALL  IS  ONE  — Om  Sai  Ram 

"RE : Medicines"  

Date:  Tue,  30  Han  1996  03:11:57  -0800  (PST) 

From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Sub j : Medicines 

UUCP  email 

Take  Two  Spider  Webs  and  Call  me  in  the  Morning 

Native  American  Medicine  men  were  considered  sacred. .. .They  held  magical 
powers  and  healed  by  working  with  the  spirits.. 

Many  times  the  Medicine  Man's  treatments  were  far  superior  than  that  of 
the  19th  century  Doctors .. .who  knew  little  to  nothing  about  disease 
processes.  Even  then,  wholistic  medicine  was  practiced  by  the  Medicine  Man 
who  would  seek  to  cure  the  whole  person... not  just  a single  body  part. 

Often  the  affected  person's  family  was  treated  as  well. 

The  Cherokee  believed  that  different  animals  caused  different  diseases 
on  one  as  punishment  for  his  practices  and  that  plants  healed  these 
diseases.  In  the  Carolinas  more  than  100  plants  were  (and  are)  used  for 
medicinal  purposes,  some  of  which  were  pharmacologically  curative. 

We  cured  fevers,  for  example,  by  the  use  of  willow  bark  which  contains 
salicin.  We  use  Yaupon  tea  (Ilex  vomitoris)  as  an  emetic  and  had  many  uses 
for  tobacco.  We  use  the  juice  of  chewed  tobacco  as  an  antiseptic  for  bites 
and  cuts. 

We  respected  the  plants  and  left  payment  (beads  or  tobacco  buried  next 
to  the  plant)  in  return  for  the  leaves  taken. 

We  used  foxglove  (digitalis)  for  heart  disease,  bread  mold  (penicillin) 
for  infection,  spider  webs  as  styptics,  pine  tar  for  eczema  and  heat  for 
arthritis  and  rheumatism. 

Recently  a study  showed  that  traditional  medicines  were  very  effective 
in  treatment  of  a variety  of  diseases  and  the  medical  community  is 
developing  a new  interest  in  learning  about  our  traditional  medicines. 

We  have  always  believed  that  each  disease  has  a cure.... that  there  is  a 
plant  given  to  us  for  healing  it.  In  this  day  of  cuts  in  health  care  by 
insurance  providers  and  the  development  of  the  superbugs ...  its  nice  to  know 
that  the  medical  community  is  beginning  to  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  perhaps 
we  weren't  all  merely  a bunch  of  ignorant  savages  after  all . . *smiles* . . . 

— "RE:  Shadow's  Long  Song"  

Date:  17  Dul  1994  19:41:46  -0500 

From:  turtle@aicap.s21.com  (Turtle  Heart) 

Sub j : Shadow's  Long  Song 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 


feathers  soar  into  the  winds 


like  songs 

the  singing  of  old  ones 
looking  for  a heart 
in  which  to  rest 

silent  morning 
where  the  day's  first  light 
comes  to  warm  the  stones 
carried  upon  the  belly 
of  a shadow's  long  song 

Turtle  Heart  turtle@soft21.s21.com  (Ahnishinabeg) 

American  Indian  Computer  Art  Project  BBS  619-374-2100 
Land  of  Kaw-ii-su  ancestor:  Land  of  Light 

- — "RE:  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/01/24  22:38 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

GE  Electronic  Mail 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  4-10 

PEPELUALI 

(February) 

(Kau-lua) 

4 

My  feet  walk  the  paths  where  kings  have  gone. 

5 

For  every  ending,  there  is  always  another  beginning. 

6 

We  were  not  the  first  in  this  land:  the  Gods,  ke  akua,  were 
here  before  us. 

7 

Before  you  throw  a stone,  pohaku,  ask  whose  spirit  dwells  in  it. 

8 

To  care  for  the  land  is  an  act  of  worship. 

9 

Our  seasons  are  the  cycles  of  the  moon,  mahina,  and  the  stars,  na  hoku 

10 

Ask  the  Gods  before  taking  from  the  land;  ask  not  to  take  from  Pele, 
for  what  is  hers  belongs  to  no  other. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

— "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  1 Feb  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

GE  Electronic  Mail 

From:  berryj@Okway.okstate.edu  (lohn  Berry) 

To:  Ind-Net@listproc.wsu.edu,  NetRez-L@listproc.wsu.edu 
Subject:  First  Americans  in  the  Arts  Award  Ceremony(FWD) 

Forward  Header  

Subject:  First  Americans  in  the  Arts  Award  Ceremony 
Author:  OoLaGiLi@aol.com  at  SMTP 
Date:  1/25/96  8:37  PM 


For  any  one  interested: 

The  Fourth  Annual  Award  Presentation  of  First  Americans  in  the  Arts 
honoring  Native  Americans  for  outstanding  achievements  in  the 
performing  arts  will  be  held  Saturday  February  24,  1996  at  the 
Beverly  Flilton  Flotel  in  Beverly  Hills,  California. 

For  further  information  contact  First  Americans  in  the  Arts 
PO  Box  17780  Beverly  Hills,  CA  90209-3780 
or  phone  310-278-3848. 


From:  Brent  Michael  Davids  <75522 . 3516@compuserve . com> 

To:  Gary  Smith/NA/Newsletter  <gars@netcom . com> 

Subject:  premiere 

PRESS  RELEASE  ~ PRESS  RELEASE  ~ PRESS  RELEASE  ~ PRESS  RELEASE 

TEMPE,  AZ  --  It's  not  often  that  a Native  American  is  featured  at  the 
prestigious  Kennedy  Center  in  Washington  DC,  but  Composer  Brent 
Michael  Davids  is  making  his  third  showing  there!  In  1992,  Davids 
performed  his  Moon  of  the  Falling  Leaves  with  the  famous  loffrey 
Ballet,  and  in  1995,  the  world-renown  Kronos  Quartet  opened  their 
concerts  with  his  Singing  Woods  for  enthusiastic  crowds.  Both 
groups  have  now  performed  these  works  in  dozens  of  major  cities 
around  the  world.  As  a result,  Davids  is  busy  working  on  his  third 
commission  for  the  Kronos  Quartet  to  be  premiered  later  this  year. 

This  time  around,  the  Kennedy  Center  will  be  featuring  Davids  new 
work  CANYON  SUNRISE  written  especially  for  the  National  Symphony 
Orchestra.  CANYON  SUNRISE  commemorates  the  65th  Anniversary  of  the 
National  Symphony  Orchestra  and  the  25th  Anniversary  of  the  Kennedy 
Center.  Composed  as  a fanfare  for  Native  America,  SUNRISE  is  a 
musical  celebration  for  both  the  ancient  and  contemporary  residents 
of  a southwestern  canyon.  From  night  crickets  to  morning  birds,  the 
music  portrays  the  glow  of  dawn  as  it  begins  to  shine  into  the  rocky 
crevasses . 

CANYON  SUNRISE  is  a carefully  crafted  composition  that  combines 
the  "song"  techniques  of  Native  Americans  with  the  "developmental" 
techniques  of  Western-European  music.  With  flutes  and  percussion 
instruments  spaced  into  three  separate  groups,  the  unusual  spatial 
arrangement  mimics  the  sound  of  echoes  in  a deep  canyon.  Brent 
Michael  Davids  is  widely  recognized  for  his  innovative  approaches  to 
composing  music  as  well  as  his  self -designed  instrument  creations. 
Brent  Michael  Davids  is  an  enrolled  member  of  the  Mohican  Nation. 

CANYON  SUNRISE  is  scheduled  for  1996  performances  on  February  22, 
23,  24  & 27,  at  the  Kennedy  Center.  Contact  Angie  Gutierrez  at  the 
National  Symphony  Orchestra  for  details:  202/416-8108. 


From:  Pablo  Bellon  <pablob@coopext.cahe.wsu.edu> 

To:  IND-NET  <IND-NET@listproc . wsu . edu> 

Subject:  Council  Fires  1996:  The  Roots  of  the  Circle  (Kansas) 

- Forwarded  message 

Date:  Sat,  20  Han  1996  14:55:47  -0600 

Original  Sender:  zzwils@acc.wuacc.edu  (wilson  mary) 

Kansas  Association  for  Native  American  Education  (KANAE) 
Presents  Council  Fires  1996:  The  Roots  of  the  Circle 
A National  Celebration  of  Teaching  Native  Students 
March  31  - April  2,  1996 

The  following  information  is  taken  from  the  Web  page  at: 
http : //ourworld . CompuServe . com/homepages/wilsons/KANAE . htm 

Kansas  Association  for  Native  American  Education 

(KANAE) 

Presents 

Council  Fires  1996: 

The  Roots  of  the  Circle 


A National  Celebration  of  Teaching  Native  Students 
When:  March  31-  April  2,  1996 

Where:  Wichita  Airport  Hilton  - Wichita,  Kansas 

Keynote  Speakers:  Dr.  Cornel  Pewewardy 

Cameron  University 
Dr.  Derry  Bread 
University  of  Oklahoma 
Dr.  Michael  Yellow  Bird 
University  of  Kansas 
Carol  Ann  Heart 
Technical  Assistance  Center 
Bismarck,  North  Dakota 

For  Additional  Information  contact: 

Sharon  McClane 
12484  126th  Road 
Hoyt,  Kansas  66440 
Phones : 

Daytime  (913)  966-2255 
Evenings/Weekends  (913)  986-6564 


Date:  Tue,  30  Dan  1996  08:43:03  -0500 
Subject:  21  Annual  Federal  Indian  Law  Conference 
From:  LitlThnder@aol.com 

Chautauqua  Newsletter<Ondamitag@aol . com> 

The  21st  Annual  Federal  Indian  Law  Conference  is  scheduled  for 
early  April  in  Albuquerque,  NM  at  the  Marriott.  Many  tribes  and 
firms  specializing  in  Indian  Law  will  be  there  recruiting  for 
interns  and  associates.  Also,  the  national  NALSA  chapter  (Native 
American  Law  Student's  Assoc.)  has  their  annual  meeting  during  this 
two  day  conference  every  year.  Literally  everyone  wanting  to 
practice  Indian  Law,  and  those  of  us  who  already  do,  will  be  there. 

It  will  be  the  most  efficient  way  for  you  to  recruit,  if  you  can 
post  with  the  placement  office  that  will  be  open  and  staffed  all  day 
both  days.  You  can  reach  the  Federal  Bar  Assoc,  at  this  address: 

1815  H.  Street  N.  W.,  Suite  408,  Washington,  D.C.,  200006-3697, 
(202)638-0252.  The  law  schools  that  offer  certificates  in  Indian  Law 
would  also  be  a good  place  for  you  to  post.  Tulsa  School  of  Law  was 
one  of  the  first  to  offer  a Native  Law  certificate  program.  The 
Universities  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  Arizona  particularly  also 
have  programs.  The  University  of  Kansas  is  a year  into  the  process 
of  building  their  program  under  the  auspice  of  the  former  AG  for  the 
Seneca  Nation,  and  the  University  of  Iowa  boasts  a strong  NALSA 
chapter  and  the  professor  who  literally  wrote  the  book  on  Indian  Law. 

I'm  sure  the  placement  offices  from  all  of  these  institutions 
would  be  more  than  happy  to  include  your  opportunity  on  their 
posting  boards.  The  University  of  Arizona  publishes  the  Native 
American  Employment  Advocate  which  lists  not  only  full  time 
employment  opportunities  but  also  scholarships,  fellowships,  and 
internships.  Your  opportunity  would  fit  nicely  there  too. 


Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 

From:  br975@FreeNet.Carleton.CA  (Dohn  S.  Brack) 

Subject:  Annual  General  Meeting  at  Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 

The  Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre  will  be  holding  its  annual 
general  meeting  at  its  new  address-12  Stirling  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Ont., 
Canada  on  Saturday,  Danuary  27,1996  starting  at  12:00  p.m.  E.S.T. 

Anyone  from  the  aboriginal  or  First  Nations  community  and/or  a 
member  of  the  Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre  is  encouraged  to 
attend . 

For  further  information,  please  call  the  Odawa  Native  Friend- 
ship Centre  at  (613)238-8591  or  visit  the  centre's  present 
location  at  396  MacLaren  Street  (just  west  of  Bank  St.)  in 
Ottawa,  Ontario. 


John  S.  Brack 

(br975@f reenet . carleton . ca) 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Danet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Doe  Quickie,  AIM(American  Indian  Movement), 
Turtle  Heart(Healing  the  Sacred  Hoop  with  Song  Poems),  MoonCloud, 

Gwethalyn  Gauvreau,  Peace  Brigades  International,  Loretta  Whitebread(Alert), 
Planet  Peace,  Terry(Taabe21) , David  Williams  via  Susanna  Shreeve, 

Karen  Hawkins,  Larry  Innes,  Robert  Bropho(Call  for  Unity),  Lyn  Dearborn 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  1 Feb  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

GE  Electronic  Mail 

Date:  28  Dan  1996  04:37:46  +0100 
From:  mdashner@cic.net  (Mike  Dashner) 

Subject:  U-MI,  Law  Day  & Pow  Wow 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

FYI,  some  worthy  events  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  end  of  March 


NATIVE  AMERICAN  LAW  DAY  FORUM 
Date:  Friday,  March  29th,  1:00-4:00  PM 

Location:  Hutchins  Hall,  University  of  Michigan  Law  School 
625  S.  State  St.,  University  of  Michigan, 

Ann  Arbor,  Michigan 

Sponsor:  Native  American  Law  Student  Association 

Reception:  Following  the  Forum 


1996  DANCE  FOR  MOTHER  EARTH,  ANN  ARBOR  POW  WOW 
Dates:  Fri,  March  29th,  Social  Dances  & Specials,  7:00  PM  Grand  Entry 
♦Darlene  Windy  Boy  Memorial*,  Women's  Traditional  Contest 
♦Friday,  Exhibition  and  Grand  Entry  points  only 
Sat,  March  30th,  All  Contests  Begin,  1:00  & 7:00  PM  Grand  Entries 
Sun,  March  31st,  Contest  Awards,  1:00  PM  Grand  Entry  Only 
♦Dancers  will  receive  points  for  all  Grand  Entries 

Trader  contact:  Shannon  Martin,  by  invitation  only 
(313)763-9044  or  (313)936-8073 

Drum  contact:  Andrew  Adams,  space  is  limited,  invitation  only 
(313)332-0293  or  (313)763-9044 
Location:  Crisler  Arena,  corner  of  Stadium  Blvd.  & Main  St. 

University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor  Michigan 
Motels:  Ask  for  pow  wow  rates 

Clarion  $60  (313)665-4444 
Comfort  $58  (313)973-6100 
Fairfield  $50  (313)995-5200 
Hampton  Inn-South  $65  (313)665-5000 
Holiday  Inn-North  Campus  $66 
(313)769-9800  or  (800)800-5560 


++  For  more  information  contact  ++ 

Ann  Arbor  Convention  & Visitors  Bureau 
(800)360-3363  or  (313)995-7281 


Michael  A.  Dashner,  Project  Director  Voice:  (313)  998-6103 

Great  Lakes  Regional  American  Indian  Network  Fax:  (313)  998-6105 

2901  Flubbard  Dr.,  Ann  Arbor,  MI  48105  E-mail:  mdashner@cic.net 

URL : http: //www. glrain . net /gl rain 

"Sorry,  but  my  karma  just  ran  over  your  dogma."  --Unknown 


From:  minkinak@anchor.engr.sgi.com  (Lyn  Dearborn) 

Subject:  Hawaiian  Band  to  Perform 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Coming  up  March  8-10,  1996,  the  umteenth  Sonoma  County  Folk  Festival, 
located  at  the  Luther  Burbank  Center  for  the  Arts,  50  Mark  West  Springs  Rd. 
Santa  Rosa,  CA. 

The  Schedule,  at  this  time  is  as  follows: 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  8,  7:30  PM: 

CA3UN  DANCE 

California  Acoustic  Cajun  Trio 
SATURDAY,  MARCH  9,  7:30  PM: 

Iris  Dement 
Onye 

Waterside 

**Kapalakiko  Hawaiian  Band 
Ramblin'  lack  Elliot 
SUNDAY,  MARCH  10,  **6:30**  PM 
Ferron 

Liz  Materson  & Sean  Blackburn 
Nightingale 

Hong  Wang  & Yang-Qin  Zhao 

**PLUS**  a full  schedule  of  daytime  events  on  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

(In  the  past  this  has  included  such  things  as:  lamming.  Song 
Writers  Workshops,  "Olde  timey"  banjo  techniques,  "Those  Darned 
Accordions",  Blues  workshop,  "Clogging",  Country  Line  Dancing  (as 
opposed  to  REAL  line  dancing  from  the  Balkan  countries),  various 
"how-to"  workshops,  mini-concerts  by  local  artists,  etc. 

TICKETS: 

Friday  Night  Dance:  $9 
Saturday  or  Sunday: 

Day  + Concert  $29  adults;  $15  Youth/Srs 
Daytime  only  $9  adults;  $5  Youth/Sr. 

Concert  only  $17  adults;  $13  Youth/Sr. 

3 Day  Combination  Passes:  $40  Adults;  $25  Youth/Sr. 

First  800  seats  sold  for  evening  concert  in  Theatre  are  reserved  seating. 
Children  6 and  under:  Free  all  day. 

Youths:  7-18  yrs.  Seniors:  55  & over  (YES!) 

Evening  Concerts  ASL  Interpreted. 

Tickets  can  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Luther  Burbank  Ctr  (Zip  code  is 
95403).  or  calling  the  Box  Office:  707/  546-3600;  or 
call  BASS:  707/  546-BASS  or  415/  762-BASS 


Co-produced  by  Luther  Burbank  Center  for  the  Arts  & Sonoma  Country  Folk 
Society.  Funded,  in  part,  by  the  Sonoma  County  Board  of  Supervisors. 
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"We  did  not  weave  the  web  of  life.  We  | Lyn  Dearborn 

are  merely  a strand  in  it.  Whatever  | Naturalist/Person 

we  do  to  the  web,  we  do  to  ourselves"  | Native  Basketry  Instruction 


--"Walk  gently  on  Mother  Earth"  --  | dearborn@anchor.engr.sgi.com 
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From:  drader@uga.cc.uga.edu  (Dean  Rader) 

Subject:  Re:  NativeNet:  reminder  on  postings  / Alberta  education  conference 


Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I will  be  doing  some  research  in  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  and  Colorado 
from  late  May  to  early  Duly,  and  I am  wondering  if  anyone  has  information 
on  conferences  (similar  to  the  one  where  Mr.  Trujillo  will  be  speaking) 
involving  Native  American  literature,  culture,  or  education  in  those  states 
within  that  time  frame. 

Feel  free  to  respond  to  me  directly  at:  drader@uga.cc.uga.edu. 

Thanks  very  much.  Best--dean  rader. 

<<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>><<>> 

Dean  Rader 

Assistant  Professor  of  English 
Texas  Lutheran  College 
Seguin,  TX  78155 
210/372-6077 
Rader_D@txlutheran . edu 


Comments  from  NativeNet  listowner,  Gary  Trujillo  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us) : 

I'd  just  like  to  encourage  anyone  having  information  about  any 
conferences  relating  to  Native  peoples  anywhere  at  any  time  to 
please  feel  free  to  post  it  to  the  NATIVE-L  mailing  list 
("native-l@gnosys.svle.ma.us") . Thanks. 

Regarding  the  conference  in  Alberta,  it  was  pointed  out  to  me  that  the 
announcement  I posted  did  not  include  the  dates.  It's  being  held  from 
Wednesday,  7 February  through  Friday  the  9th.  Included  at  the  end  of  the 
following  announcement  are  directions  for  getting  there  from  Edmonton: 


TREATY  6 EDUCATION  CONFERENCE  1996 
FIRST  NATIONS  EDUCATION:  MOVING  INTO  THE  21st  CENTURY 

Hosted  by 

SAMSON  CREE  NATION,  HOBBEMA,  Alberta 
in  conjunction  with  the 

Louis  Bull,  Ermineskin  and  Montana  Education  Authority 


THEMES 

Computer  Technology  in 
First  Nations  School 
Development  of  Culturally  Relevant 
Curriculum 

Colonization  and  Decolonization 
Classroom  Management  Strategies 
Curriculum  and  Healing  Pedagogies 
Drama  as  a Learning  Tool 
Development  of  Native  Libraries 
Community-Based  Education 
Science  & Math 

FEATURING  KEYNOTE  SPEAKERS 
Howard  Rainer  (Confirmed) 

National  Chief  Ovide  Mercredi  (Tentative) 

The  Honourable  Ethel  Blondin-Andrew  (Tentative) 

Dr.  David  Suzuki  (Tentative) 

Conference  Participants 

The  Conference  Participants  will  be  Aboriginal  leaders,  educators, 
students  and  community  members. 

Purpose  of  Conference 

to  explore  all  aspects  of  First  Nations  education 
to  provide  a forum  for  First  Nations  scholars  and  educators 
to  explore  the  integration  of  First  Nations  and  Alberta 
Education  curricula 


ACTIVITIES 

Banquet 

Round  Dance 
Fashion  Show 
Arts  & Craft  Sales 
Distributors'  Displays 
Entertainment 
Awards  Presentations 
Elder  Sessions 


REGISTRATION  FEES 
General:  $100.00 
Students:  50.00 
Day  Fee:  50.00 

Send  Certified  Cheques  or  Money  Orders  to: 

Samson  Cree  Nation  Education 
c/o  Yvonne  Buffalo 
Conference  Coordinator 
Box  658, 

HOBBEMA,  Alberta 
TOC  1N0 

Tel:  403-585-2211/2232  Fax:  403-585-3857 

Here  are  directions  to  Hobbema,  courtesy  of  Francis  Robert 
(sahtu@aol.com):  My  AAA  atlas  does  show  Hobbema.  It  is  straight 
south  of  Edmonton  about  halfway  to  Red  Deer. 

If  you  look  on  a map  there  is  a Highway  2 which  goes  from  Edmonton 
to  Red  Deer.  About  33  miles  south  of  central  Edmonton  is  the  town  of 
Leduc.  Dust  south  of  Leduc,  Highway  2A  splits  off  from  Highway  2 and 

runs  SE  for  about  35  miles  until  it  crosses  Highway  13  (which  runs 

east-west)  near  the  town  of  Wetaskiwin.  At  that  point  Highway  2A  is 
19  miles  east  of  Highway  2.  Highway  2A  then  runs  SW  for  50  miles 
until  it  rejoins  Highway  2 about  35  miles  north  of  Red  Deer. 

Hobbema  is  on  Highway  2A  about  20  miles  south  of  Wetaskiwin.  It  is  where 

Highway  611  (east-west)  intersects  Highway  2A. 

According  to  the  atlas  legend  2A  is  a secondary  multilane  divided 
highway,  2 is  a secondary  paved  undivided  highway,  and  611  is  a 
connecting  (lower  than  secondary)  paved  undivided  highway. 

So  I would  suggest  driving  south  on  Highway  2 all  the  way  to 
Highway  611  (about  85  miles  from  central  Edmonton)  then  going  east 
on  Highway  611  to  Highway  2A  (about  15  miles).  Hobbema  is  a few 
miles  south  on  2A  where  Highway  611  heads  east. 

All  "about"  and  other  inexact  figures  are  eyeball  estimates.  Good  luck. 

-Francis  Robert 

"RE : Abenaki  Nation  Seeking  Investors"  

Date:  26  Dan  1996  23:24:59  +0100 

From:  0007069815@mcimail.com  (Karen  Hawkins) 

Sub j : Abenaki  Nation  Seeking  Investors 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Abenaki  Nation  is  seeking  investors  for  an  economic 
development  project.  What  follows  is  a project  synopsis. 

If  you  are  interested  in  finding  out  more  about  this  project, 
please  contact  Mark  Mitchell,  executive  director  of  ASHAI  at: 

ASHAI 

PO  Box  276 
Swanton,  Vt.  05488 
802-868-7146 
fax:  868-5118 

email : mark.mitchell@doleta . sprint.com 
PRODECT  SYNOPSIS 

The  health  food  and  drink  market  is  rapidly  growing  and  diversifying. 
Consumers  are  also  showing  a great  interest  in  Native  American  culture. 

The  Abenaki  Nation  of  Vermont  is  in  a position  to  take  advantage  of  both 
of  these  trends  with  it  plans  to  develop  and  manufacture  a beverage.  It 
would  join  the  family  of  successful  Vermont  "specialty  foods",  a 
manufacturing  category  described  by  the  Vermont  Department  of  Agriculture, 
which  includes  Ben  & Derry's  Homemade. 

An  in-depth  planning  and  feasibility  study  on  the  proposed  product, 
which  includes  strategies  for  production  and  marketing  and  projections  for 


financial  need,  was  conducted  this  year,  and  the  results  were  very 
positive.  They  have  provided  a framework  under  which  the  Abenaki  would 
like  to  proceed  with  the  venture,  if  funding  can  be  secured.  The  largest 
concentration  of  the  Abenaki  population  is  in  Franklin  County  in  northern 
Vermont.  1990  census  data  shows  that  Vermont's  Native  Americans  make  up  a 
disproportionate  number  of  those  living  below  the  poverty  line,  receiving 
special  needs  school  funds,  and  not  completing  their  education.  The 
company  would  be  owned  by  the  community  as  a whole;  profits  that  are  not 
reinvested  in  the  business  would  be  directed  at  provision  of  community  and 
social  services  that  are  severely  lacking  at  present.  Strategies  for  the 
We  believe  that  this  is  a unique  opportunity  to  support  an  entire 
community  through  a venture  that  promises  to  be  self-sustaining,  and  will 
finally  allow  the  Abenaki  to  participate  economically  in  the  dominant 
culture. 

THE  PROPOSING  ORGANIZATION 

The  Abenaki  Self-Help  Association,  Inc.  (ASHAI)  is  headquartered  in 
Swanton,  Vermont.  Incorporated  in  1976  to  be  the  service  arm  of  the 
Abenaki  Nation,  the  agency  has  grown  into  a multi-service  center  that 
offers  programs  in  education,  employment,  drug  abuse,  youth,  housing,  and 
economic  development.  It  has  been  supported  through  the  years  by  federal, 
state  and  private  sources.  The  Abenaki  Development  Corporation  (ADC)  was 
started  in  1993  to  direct  economic  development  for  the  Abenaki  Nation. 
ASHAI  has  a 501c4  designation  because  it  makes  a small  profit  on  the  low- 
income  housing  program  it  administers;  ADC  has  a 501c3  designation,  and 
the  two  organizations  are  able  to  work  together  to  promote  the  self 
sufficiency  of  the  Abenaki  community. 

OUR  NEEDS 

Despite  the  recent  popularity  and  success  of  gaming  (gambling)  as  a path 
to  economic  development  for  many  "recognized"  tribes,  the  Abenaki 
community  has  repeatedly  indicated  no  interested  in  pursuing  it.  The 
Abenaki  Nation  has  sought  federal  recognition,  and  the  petition  is  being 
processed.  However,  various  state  agencies  and  local  organizations  have 
been  working  with  the  Governor's  Advisory  Commission  on  Native  American 
Affairs  towards  the  success  of  this  and  other  programs  in  the  Abenaki 
community,  in  the  common  interest  of  social  and  economic  health  of 
Franklin  County  and  the  state  as  a whole.  The  Abenaki  Nation  is  also 
excited  about  the  prospects  for  this  venture.  Apart  from  securing  funding, 
we  have  all  the  support  we  need.  The  Abenaki  Nation  is  seeking  funds  to 
cover  the  projected  startup  and  operating  costs  of  the  beverage  business. 
According  to  the  feasibility  study,  it  would  be  most  prudent  to 
concentrate  first  on  product  development  and  marketing,  and  building  a 
management  team.  The  funds  would  be  managed  by  the  Abenaki  Development 
Corporation,  and  the  Abenaki  Self-Help  Association  management  would  be 
responsible  for  selecting  a management  team,  but  once  the  funds  are 
secured,  the  beverage  company  will  incorporate  as  a separate  entity. 

CURRENT  INITIATIVES 

We  have  applied  to  foundations  for  startup  funding  and  we  are  also 
preparing  a proposal  for  the  Eagle  Staff  Fund,  a collaborative  that  helps 
Native  economic  development  initiatives. 

In  addition  to  funding  for  the  project  itself,  plans  are  being  made  to 
develop  the  expertise  and  human  capital  that  will  make  this  project 
sustainable  as  a community  venture.  We  are  exploring  possibilities  for 
capacity-building  with  other  Vermont  businesses  and  organizations  in  the 
areas  of  production,  distribution,  and  sales  and  marketing. 

"RE : innu  Call  For  Review"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Han  1996  11:11:37  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@Orion .YorkU.CA> 

Sub j : EMISH  ALERT:  Innu  Call  For  Single  Environmental  Review 


EMISH  ALERT  24  Hanuary  1996 


REGISTRATION  OF  ROAD,  AIRSTRIP  AND  OTHER  INFRASTRUCTURE  THREATENS  TO 

FRAGMENT  ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT  OF  VOISEY  BAY  PROHECT 

Innu  Nation  Calls  for  Single,  Comprehensive  Environmental  Review 


Voisey  Bay  Nickel  Company  has  registered  under  the  Newfoundland 
Environmental  Assessment  Act  to  build  a new  camp  facility,  12  kilometers  of 
two-lane  access  road,  a dock,  and  a 1250  meter  long  airstrip  at  Emish 
(Voisey' s Bay).  According  to  the  company,  this  infrastructure  is  intended 
to  support  advanced  exploration  activities  by  providing  improved  access  and 
accommodations  at  the  site.  The  company  is  seeking  permission  to  begin 
construction  in  May  of  1996. 

The  Innu  Nation  believes  that  the  company  is  attempting  to  fragment  the 
environmental  review  process  in  an  effort  to  meet  short-term  objectives  and 
to  avoid  the  expensive  delays  which  may  result  from  a full  environmental 
review.  By  registering  only  the  above  infrastructure,  Voisey' s Bay  Nickel 
Company  is  asking  the  Innu  and  Inuit,  governments  and  the  public  to  review 
and  comment  on  the  inf rastructure  outside  of  the  context  in  which  it  is 
being  built.  We  are  being  asked  to  review  only  a part  of  a major  project 
which  is  going  to  have  major  and  irreversible  effects  on  our  land,  rights 
and  way  of  life. 

The  goal  of  the  Innu  Nation  is  to  ensure  that  there  is  a single, 
comprehensive  environmental  review  of  the  whole  project:  all  of  the  parts 
of  what  may  eventually  be  a large  nickel  mine  on  Innu  and  Inuit  land.  By 
registering  the  project  in  small  parts,  the  company  is  failing  to  respect 
the  serious  concerns  of  the  Innu  about  the  effects  of  the  whole  project  on 
the  land,  the  wildlife  and  the  culture  that  has  sustained  us  for  thousands 
of  years. 

There  are  several  important  precedents  for  this  approach.  BHP's  proposed 
diamond  mine  in  the  Northwest  Territories  is  presently  undergoing  an 
environmental  assessment  under  guidelines  which  required  them  to  assess  not 
only  the  impacts  of  the  mine,  but  the  whole  project,  including  regional 
access  roads.  The  Cree  and  Inuit  in  Northern  Quebec  went  to  court  in  order 
to  stop  Hydro  Quebec  from  registering  the  roads  and  other  infrastructure 
required  for  the  Great  Whale  hydroelectric  project  separately  from  the  dams 
and  reservoirs.  They  argued  that  the  project  could  only  be  understood  and 
assessed  as  a whole,  and  Hydro  Quebec  ultimately  agreed. 

The  purpose  of  an  environmental  assessment  is  to  predict  and  evaluate  the 
impacts  of  a project  before  irreversible  decisions  are  made.  Roads  and 
airstrips  are  irreversible  decisions  with  real  impacts,  but  many  of  these 
impacts  can  only  be  appreciated  and  understood  in  the  context  of  the  mine 
they  are  intended  to  serve.  Without  an  opportunity  to  review  and  assess  the 
project  as  a whole,  it  is  impossible  to  make  responsible  decisions  about 
whether  or  not  it  should  proceed.  Without  a clear  picture  of  the  whole 
project,  it  is  possible  that  decisions  taken  today  will  have  to  be  changed 
later  as  other  considerations  are  taken  into  account,  which  will  result  in 
impacts  which  might  have  been  avoided  with  proper  planning  and  assessment. 
Fragmenting  the  project  into  parts  also  makes  it  likely  that  many  of  the 
direct,  indirect  and  cumulative  effects  of  the  project  will  be  overlooked 
during  subsequent  environmental  reviews.  The  Innu  and  Inuit  will  have  to 
live  with  the  consequences. 

The  Innu  Nation  believes  that  the  whole  project  must  be  the  subject  of  a 
single,  objective  comprehensive  panel  review  under  a joint 
federal-provincial  environmental  assessment  process  according  to  guidelines 
that  ensure  that  there  will  be  full  consideration  of  the  environmental  and 
cultural  impacts  of  the  Voisey  Bay  mine.  The  process  must  provide  for  a 
sound,  thorough  and  balanced  assessment  of  the  Voisey  Bay  project.  It  must 
also  provide  for  a full  and  open  consultation  with  the  Innu  and  Inuit  to 
ensure  that  their  concerns  are  fully  incorporated  into  the  guidelines.  The 
process  must  also  ensure  preservation  of  ecosystem  integrity,  the 
maintenance  of  biological  diversity,  and  respect  for  the  right  of  present 
and  future  generations  to  enjoy  the  sustainable  use  of  resources  and  the 
attainment  of  lasting  social  and  economic  benefits. 

Support  the  Innu  Nation's  call  for  a single,  comprehensive  environmental 
review  of  the  Voisey' s Bay  project  by: 

1)  Participating  in  the  public  review  of  the  registration  of  Voisey' s Bay 


Nickel  Company's  "Advanced  Exploration  Infrastructure"  under  the 
Newfoundland  Environmental  Assessment  Act.  Call  1-800-563-6181  or  (709) 
729-2562  and  ask  to  be  put  on  the  public  mailing  list.  Submit  your  comments 
to  the  Minister  of  the  Environment  before  16  February,  1996. 

2)  Writing  to  the  Newfoundland  Minister  of  the  Environment,  Mr.  Kevin 
Alyward,  and  the  Canadian  Minister  of  the  Environment,  Mr.  Sergio  Marchi, 
urging  them  to  support  a single,  objective  and  comprehensive  panel  review 
of  the  Voisey  Bay  project  through  a joint  federal-provincial  environmental 
assessment  process  with  provisions  for  direct  Innu  and  Inuit  participation. 


Hon.  Kevin  Aylward 
Minister  of  the  Environment 
Confederation  Building 
PO  Box  8700 

St.  Holin' s,  NF  A1B  436 
tel:  (709)  729-2574 
fax:  (709)  729-1930 


Hon.  Sergio  Marchi 
Minister  of  the  Environment 
Terrace  de  la  Chaudiere 
10  Wellington  St. 

Hull,  PQ  K1A  0H3 
tel:  (819)  997-1441 
fax:  (819)  953-3457 


3)  Calling,  writing  or  faxing  the  Voisey' s Bay  Nickel  Company,  Diamond 
Fields  Resources  and  Inco  to  express  your  concerns  over  the  fragmentation 
of  the  project. 


Mr.  Rick  Gill 
Executive  Vice-President 
Voisey' s Bay  Nickel  Co. 
Suite  940  Cabot  Place 
100  New  Gower  St. 

St.  Hohn's  NF  A1C  6K3 
tel:  (709)  758-8888 
fax:  (709)  758-8899 


Mr.  Cliff  Carson 
President 

Diamond  Field  Resources 
9th  Floor,  200  Burrard  St. 
Vancouver,  BC 
V7X  1T2 

tel:  (604)  682-2113 
fax:  (604)  682-2060 


Mr.  Michael  Sopko 

President  and  CEO 

Inco  Limited 

145  King  St.W,  Ste  1500 

Toronto,  ON 

MS4  4B7 

tel:  (416)  361-7511 
fax:  (416)  361-7782 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION: 

This  alert  and  additional  background  information  about  Innu  responses  to 
the  Voisey' s Bay  mineral  discovery  can  be  obtained  on  the  Innu  Nation  WWW 
site:  http : //www.web . apc.org/~innu 


RE:  Aboriginal  Elders  in  US  to  Protest 


Date:  Wed,  24  Han  1996  22:33:46  -0600 
From:  mktrecon@iinet.net.au 

Sub j : Australian  Aboriginal  Elders  in  US  to  protest  movie  deal 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


AUSTRALIAN  ABORIGINAL  ELDERS  IN  THE  US  TO  PROTEST  MOVIE  DEAL 


Australian  Aboriginal  Elders  are  travelling  to  the  United  States  on 
Hanuary  26  to  meet  with  film  makers  who  are  in  the  final  stages  of 
negotiations  for  a movie  based  on  the  best-selling  book  - 'Mutant 
Message' . 

"We  want  to  block  the  move  by  Hollywood  executives  at 
United  Artists  to  turn  Mario  Morgan's  lies  and  distortions  into  a major 
motion  picture",  says  Robert  Eggington,  an  Aboriginal  activist 
spearheading  the  trip. 

United  Artists  has  agreed  to  meet  with  the  Aboriginal  Elders  at  a high 
level  meeting  in  Los  Angeles.  Scriptwriter  Ann  Hamilton  Phelan,  who 
wrote  the  script  for  "Gorillas  in  the  Mist"  is  expected  to  attend. 

'Mutant  Message'  is  written  by  American  New  Age  author  Mario  Morgan.  It 
chronicles  an  alleged  four-month  "walkabout"  that  Morgan  alleges  she  took 
in  the  Australian  Outback  in  the  mid-1980's  with  an  obscure  tribe  of 
Aborigines . 

The  book  has  outraged  members  of  the  Aboriginal  community  for 
misrepresenting  sacred  religious  and  cultural  beliefs.  'Mutant  Message' 
appeared  on  the  US  best  seller  list  for  25  weeks. 

Morgan  continues  to  lecture  nationally  on  Aboriginal  culture,  saying  it 


can  teach  Westerners  about  "their  inner  selves". 

Eggington,  however  is  not  amused.  "Mario  Morgan  has  taken  away  the 
right  for  Aboriginal  people  to  tell  their  own  story  as  she  saturates  the 
American  market  with  a complete  fabrication." 

"As  Aboriginal  people,  we  have  the  right  to  ownership  of  our  heritage.  We 
are  the  custodians  of  the  oldest  living  culture  in  the  most  ancient  land 
mass  on  the  face  of  the  Earth." 

The  group  of  eight  elders  will  arrive  at  LAX  airport  on  January  26th. 

They  will  hold  a media  conference  at  the  Roosevelt  Hotel,  Hollywood  Blvd 
on  Tuesday,  lanuary  30th  at  11:00am. 

For  further  information,  please  contact: 

In  Australia:  Robert  Egginton,  Perth's  Dumbartung 

Aboriginal  Corporation 
Tel:  011  619  4514977 
In  the  US  Patricia  Friedel, 

Tel:  (415)  673-9102  Fax:  (415)  788-1119 


mktrecon@iinet.net.au  Perth  Australia 
http : //www. ii net . net . au /~mkt recon/ index. html 


TO  THE  11  INDIGENOUS  SPIRITUAL  ELDERS  OF  THE  WORLD 

who  have  met  together  in  1992  1993  1995 

at  Manu  Ariki  Marae,  Taumaranui,  Aotearoa  (New  Zealand) 

and  who  are  pledged  to  look  after  guide  and  teach  the  next  seven 

generations  of  our  youth  how  to  survive 

and  TO  ALL  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE  WHERE  YOU  ARE  AND  WHO  YOU  ARE 

It  is  hoped  by  me  as  the  12th  Spiritual  Elder,  of  Australia,  that  each  and 
every  one  of  you  will  receive  the  information  that  I will  be  in  America 
on  26.1.96  to  6.2.96. 

It  is  hoped  by  me  that  each  and  every  one  of  you  Spiritual  Elders  will  be 
able  to  support  in  whatever  way  you  can.  It  is  to  deal  with  our 
Indigenous  Ancient  Living  Culture  and  how  this  woman,  Mario  Morgan  of 
America,  a white  woman,  from  Kansas  City,  is  trying  to  destroy  it  through 
her  book  'Mutant  Message  Downunder'  and  through  her  lecture  tours  over 
the  United  States,  Europe  and  other  parts  of  the  World  and  now  through 
having  a film  made.  It  is  through  the  eruption  of  Mario  Morgan 
exploiting  our  Culture  and  our  Blackfella  Religion  and  our  Sense  of 
Belonging  that  our  Elders  and  People  Australia-wide  have  become  deeply 
concerned  with  this  issue.  Mario  Morgan  is  becoming  a rich  woman 
overnight  and  telling  lies  about  our  Beliefs  and  Culture.  Many 
Aboriginal  people  have  read  her  book  and  have  heard  tapes  of  her  speaking 
at  lecture  tours.  She  is  being  very  racist  saying  Aboriginal  people  have 
made  a decision  to  die  out.  Her  lecturing  makes  fun  of  us  the  Aboriginal 
People  and  our  Beliefs.  It  is  not  a laughing  matter. 

All  this  has  to  be  corrected  by  the  Indigenous  People  of  this  Land. 

There  have  been  meetings  over  the  last  year  throughout  the  Central  and 
Western  Desert,  South  Australia,  the  Kimberleys,  and  the  South  West 
coordinated  by  Dumbartung.  All  are  agreed  in  a united  voice  of  concern 
that  we  must  speak  in  America  concerning  Mario  Morgan's  book.  Not  one 
individual  or  group  knew  or  was  aware  of  Mario  Morgan's  claimed  presence 
in  their  areas. 

It  is  also  asked  by  me  and  my  community  of  Nyungah  people  living  on  our 
Sacred  Homegrounds  on  the  Dreaming  Track  of  the  Sacred  Belief  of  the 
Waugal  Rainbow  Serpent  in  the  Swan  Valley  Western  Australia,  to  the  11 
Spiritual  Elders  and  to  Indigenous  People  where  you  are  and  who  you  are, 
can  you  support? 

We  are  asking  for  world  indigenous  support  by  telegram,  letters,  faxes, 
making  statements,  by  contacting  the  Publishers  of  that  book.  Harper 
Collins  to  withdraw  it,  and  the  film  people  who  have  bought  the  rights. 
Uniter  Artists  to  stop,  and  American  T.V.  radio,  newspapers  and  Oprah 
Winfrey  who  put  Mario  Morgan  on  air. 

We  ask  the  First  People,  the  Native  Peoples  of  the  Americas  & the  World  to 


support  strongly  as  their  Ancestors  and  all  the  Ancestral  People  did 
supporting  one  another 

Togetherness  is  Strength 

Togetherness  is  Hope 

Robert  Bropho,  Nyungah  Elder  and  Spokesperson,  Swan  Valley  Western  Australia 

"RE : Tobacco  Possession  Ordinance"  

Date:  Wed,  24  lan  1996  18:29:57  -0800 

From:  minkinak@anchor.engr.sgi.com  (Lyn  Dearborn) 

Sub j : Tobacco  possession  ordinance- -advice? 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

One  thing  not  mentioned  in  Dim  Postemas  information  article  on  Fargo's 
newly  proposed  anti-tobacco  ordinance  for  minors....  While  I'm  all  in 
favor  of  any  community  enforcing  anti-smoking  laws  in  the  form  of 
minors  not  being  able  to  buy  or  sell  or  smoke  cigarettes,  it  does 
stand  the  very  good  chance  of  being  highly  discriminatory  against 
Native  American  youth  . . . since  we  seem  to  be  "crippled"  with  the  image  of 
being  one  of  the  highest  rates  of  smokers  of  any  ethnic  group  in  America. 

Maybe  you  could  suggest  they  change  the  law  to  read  cigarettes  and  cig. 
papers,  and  European-culture  pipes.  I've  yet  to  hear  of  a "native" 
tobacco  ceremony  involving  pipes  of  this  nature. 

Many  of  us,  however,  do  use  "tobacco"  --  as  purchased  in  loose/bulk  form, 
for  "ceremonial"  purposes,  or  for  our  own  spiritual  practices  --  like 
leaving  an  offering  when  cutting  wood  for  heating  our  homes,  or  leaving 
tobacco  as  an  offering  when  we  go  out  and  cut  willow,  or  dig  roots  for 
basketry.  Since  I detest  the  addictive  characteristics  of  smoking,  & the 
disgusting  smell  it  leaves  on  everything  & everyone,  I had  a really  hard 
time  leaving  offerings  of  tobacco  for  anything  --  since  it  seemed 
ridiculous  to  leave  something  I disliked  so  intensely  as  an  offering  for 
something  so  dear  to  me.  I used  to  leave  slow-release  fertilizer  in 
stead,  which  seemed  much  more  logical  to  me  --  especially  in  areas  where 
the  long  drought  years  had  taken  their  toll.  But  the  elders  convinced  me, 
without  too  much  effort  that  our  tradition  says  you  leave  tobacco,  that 
is  what  I should  be  doing.  Also,  as  it  was  pointed  out.  Cigarettes  contain 
noxious  chemicals  known  to  cause  serious  medical  problems  (salt  peter  being 
one  of  them  --  also  can  cause  impotence  ...Ha!).  Therefore,  offering 
tobacco  in  loose  form  is  an  honorable  tradition,  & not  the  white  man's 
poison . 

A couple  of  years  ago  the  Mariposa  Indian  Counsel  had  their  first  PowWow 
and  chose  to  call  it  the  "Keeping  Smoke  Sacred"  PowWow.  I would  strongly 
recommend  that  the  Native  community  of  Fargo  work  on  such  an  emphasis 
including  anti-smoking  education  to  save  their  kids  not  only  from  police 
harassment,  but  also  from  the  hideous  problems  that  smoking  causes..  My 
mother  died  3 years  ago  Sunday  from  COPD  (Chronic  Obstructive  Pulmonary 
Disease)  caused  by  smoking  for  50  years.  The  plaque  from  the  tobacco 
cut  down  on  the  oxygen  to  her  brain  which  caused  senility,  and  a loss  of 
"balance",  which  made  her  pretty  much  an  invalid.  A couple  of  months 
before  she  died  she  admitted  that  if  anyone  had  warned  her  that  her  ability 
to  be  able  to  sort  out  problems,  come  to  conclusions,  balance  her  checkbook, 
remember  to  take  medication,  remember  her  grandchildrens  names,  etc.,  she 
would  never  have  smoked  in  the  first  place.  But  what  distressed  her  even 
more  was  having  paramedics  come  into  her  house  and  pick  her  up  off  the 
floor  where  she  had  fallen  because  of  equilibrium  problems  (caused  by 
smoking),  and  housekeepers  having  to  help  her  with  washing  soiled  garments 
because  she  couldn't  get  out  of  her  bed.  Its  a tragic  end  --  much  less 
advertised  than  the  horrors  of  lung  cancer,  but  one  that  young  people  need 
to  be  made  aware  of.  Its  ALMOST  never  too  late  --  your  body  will  clean  out 
the  plaque  up  to  a certain  point...  like  as  long  as  you  are  really  active 
physically  --  after  that  its  just  one  deterioration  after  another...  And  for 
those  angry  anti-white  sentiments  --  why  copy  the  european  traditions  that 
harm  us  the  most,  if  you  hate  them  so  much.  Declare  your  independence,  get 


rid  of  your  "addictions"  today!  (Yeah,  o.k.,  I have  my  own  addictions  -- 
Pepsi  ...  but  I'm  working  on  it  since  it  triggers  tachycardia.) 

Niin  sa,  lyn 


\jAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjAjA|A|A| 


"We  did  not  weave  the  web  of  life.  We  | Lyn  Dearborn 

are  merely  a strand  in  it.  Whatever  | Naturalist/Person 

we  do  to  the  web,  we  do  to  ourselves"  | Native  Basketry  Instruction 
--"Walk  gently  on  Mother  Earth"  --  | dearborn@anchor.engr.sgi.com 
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"RE : Non-recognized"  

Date:  Tue,  23  Han  1996  22:57:52  -0600 
From:  nrhodes@mmc.mtmercy.edu  (Nancy  Rhodes) 

Sub j : Non-recognized 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Donna  Dean> 

I didn't  see  the  blood  quantum  of  1/4  in  the  Indian  Arts  and 
Crafts  Act  as  a criterion.  Could  you  point  out  what  section  that  is  in,  I 
would  appreciate  it.  And  I could  have  made  my  point  out  to  be  more  clear. 

In  the  art  community,  there  is  much  controversy  as  to  what  constitutes 
Indian  Art.  Is  it  the  Art  made  by  an  indian  artist  and  so  could  be  any 
type  of  art  work  that  relates  the  indian  artist's  experience  and  reality. 

Or  is  it  the  artwork  that  carries  the  stereotyped  art  promoted  as  Indian. 

And  is  the  artwork  of  one  non  native  who  grew  up  close  to  Native  communities 
and  inspired  by  their  experiences  exploitation  or  seen  as  a true 
expression  of  their  life's  experience.  A good  article  addressing  this  is 
in  the  winter  issue  of  the  magazine  _Indian  Artist_  (2nd  or  3rd  issue). 

But  the  point  I wished  to  make  was  Indians  need  to  be  allowed  the 
right  to  decide  for  themselves  what  constitutes  being  indian  and  not  the 
people  who  are  not.  I don't  want  to  have  someone  tell  me  what  I should  or 
shouldn't  be  like  since  I am  indian.  Especially  if  that  individual  is  non 
native.  Several  indian  artists  working  in  totally  contemporary  mediums 
have  had  people  say  that  indians  don't  do  art  work  that  way.  Say  what?! 

One  lady  was  told  indians  don't  throw  their  pots,  they  hand  build  them. 

She  replied  well  this  indian  does.  Indians  have  a history  of  adapting  and 
accepting  innovations  when  they  make  sense  to  include  them.  Look  at  the 
adoption  of  the  glass  beads  to  replace  porcupine  quills  in  the  work. 

There  are  many  examples  we  could  look  at  but  the  point  is  made. 

Nancy  Rhodes 


Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews04.006 
From:  gans@netcom.com  (Gary  Night  Owl) 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche<gars@netcom.com> 
Message-ID:  <wotanging-ikche04_006@netcom. com> 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NATCFIAT  & NATIVE-L  listservers; 
Newsgroups : alt . native , soc . culture. native , hr . indigenous , ape . indig. info 
Transcribed  snail-mail;  UUCP  & Genie  (General  Electric)  email; 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include j in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"The  battle  for  Indian  children  will  be  won  in  the  classroorrij  not  on 
the  streets  or  on  horses." 

"The  students  of  today  are  our  warriors  of  tomorrow." 

Eddie  BoXj  Southern  Ute  and  AISES  Elder 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  ConfederacieSj 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitutionj 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


In  Canada  and  in  the  United  States  a disproportionate  percentage  of 


prison  population  is  men  and  women  of  the  First  Nations.  Some  of  these 
people  are  poisoned  in  their  hearts  and  spirits.  They  committed  acts  of 
great  violence  and  are  paying  in  time  for  these  acts.  Native  People  are 
not  immune  from  the  bully  or  the  teen  gang.  There  are  also  a lot  of 
incarcerated  Native  Americans  who  are  victims  of  colliding  cultures. 

What  is  different  for  Native  People  is  that  any  time  you  get  more  than 
two  together  there  is  a community.  There  is  a oneness  and  giving. 

Some  of  our  adults  have  lost  touch  with  this  and  some  of  our  youth  are 
losing  touch  with  this  coming  together,  and  that  is  contributing  to  our 
numbers  in  the  iron  house. 

I ask  if  there  is  not  a greater  need  to  draw  these  broken  spirits  home, 
rather  than  shun  them  when  they  begin  to  drift  from  the  traditional  ways. 
For  it  is  only  in  the  traditional  ways  that  they  will  find  healing  instead 
of  payment  in  time  in  bitterness. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc . ape . org 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Letter  for  Leonard  Peltier 

- Warriors 

- Flelp  Ship  Computers  to  Blackfeet 

- Cherokee  Food  Bank 

- Cowlitz  Indian  Peoples  Coalition 

- North  American  Spirit  Lodge 

- A Little  Town 

- Dine'  Nation  Water  & Land  Rights 

- Hearst  and  Hemp 

- Radio  Show: Incident  at  Oglala  & AIM 

- Poem:  Solidarity  in  the  Night 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

-  "RE:  Letter  for  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Sun,  04  Feb  96  17:09:29  EST 

From:  R23SQ@VM1. CC.UAKRON.EDU  (Hoe  Quickie) 

Sub j : Feb.  5 - Letter  to  Parole  Comm,  for  L.  Peltier 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, hr . indigenous 

I am  mailing  a copy  of  this  letter  to  the  Parole  Commission. 

I ask  that  you  please  sign  and  fax  or  mail  a copy  of  this 
letter  or  your  own  letter  of  support  to  the  Parole  Commission. 
Or  sign  this  and  e-mail  it  or  your  own  letter  of  support 
to  me,  and  I'll  print  it  and  mail  it  to  the  Parole  Commission. 
-Doe  Quickie 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Pow  Wow  Vets  Dance 

- Native  Militancy 

- Protecting  the  ICWA 

- Peltier:  Collection  of  Letters 

to  the  Parole  Commission 

- A Tribal  College  Supports  Orfield 


United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd. 

Suite  420 

Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 

FAX:  (301)  492-6694 

Dear  Commissioner, 

When  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  extradited  Leonard 
Peltier  from  Canada  with  knowingly  perjured  affidavits,  when  they 


provided  the  prosecution  with  fabricated  evidence,  this  was  not 
only  an  attack  on  the  rights  of  Mr.  Peltier,  but  an  assault  on 
the  civil  liberties  of  us  all. 

When  Judge  Paul  Benson  sentenced  Mr.  Peltier  to  two 
consecutive  life  sentences,  he  not  only  sent  an  innocent  man  to  a 
federal  prison,  but  sentenced  all  of  us  to  live  in  an  unjust 
society. 

As  long  as  Leonard  Peltier  is  kept  in  prison,  those  with  the 
power  to  release  him  are  not  only  denying  him  his  long-overdue 
freedom,  but  are  supporting  an  abuse  of  power  that  threatens 
every  citizen  as  long  as  it  is  upheld. 

Because  Leonard  Peltier  should  never  have  been  imprisoned, 
because  all  of  society  - you  and  I included  - are  adversely 
affected  by  Mr.  Peltier's  continued  incarceration,  and  because  it 
is  your  moral,  legal,  and  ethical  responsibility,  I urge  you  to 
immediately  parole  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier. 

Sincerely, 


- — "RE:  Warriors"  

Date:  Tue,  30  Jan  1996  15:01:06  -0800  (PST) 
From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Sub j : Words  from  the  Heart 

UUCP  email 


Warriors 

An  Indian  warrior  is  a person  whose  Spirit  is  one  with  the 
Creator .. .whose  heart  belongs  to  the  People. .. .whose  life  is  a sacred  gift 
given  by  the  Ancestors ... .whose  mind  is  the  greatest  weapon  and  shield  in 
life's  battles. 

The  foremost  responsibility  of  an  Indian  warrior  is  to  be  true  to  one's 
self .. .to  the  People... and  to  the  Creator.  The  purpose  in  life  is  to 
ensure  the  survival  and  well  being  of  The  People.  An  Indian  Warrior 
transforms  knowledge  into  wisdom  and  therefore  understands  that  the 
greatest  enemy  in  life  is  one's  self.  S/He  must  overcome  weaknesses. 

A true  Warrior  will  sacrifice  His/Her  Heart  upon  the  altar  of  life  for 
the  survival  of  the  People.  S/He  may  be  wounded  or  killed  a thousand  times 
in  battle,  but  the  spirit  cannot  be  destroyed  for  the  spirit  of  a true 
warrior  is  eternal  as  the  stars. 

An  Indian  Warrior  lives  by  a code  of  honor. . .beyond  the  reach  of  most 
mortals.  An  Indian  Warrior  speaks  directly  to  the  Creator  and  Mother  Earth 
thru  sacred  prayer  and  ceremony,  giving  offerings  of  gratitude  and  respect. 

A true  Indian  Warrior  is  Proud... yet  humble,  with  a heart  full  of  love 
for  the  People. 

The  path  of  an  Indian  warrior  is  the  most  difficult  path  of  all  for  S/He 
will  know  pain  and  suffering  in  ways  no  one  else  ever  can.  The  pain  of 
life's  injustices  will  be  absorbed  into  the  whole  of  their  being. 

S/He  may  be  captured ...  imprisoned ...  and  taken  away  from  the  People,  but 
the  Spirit  lives  in  the  hearts  of  The  People. .. .for  S/He  is  one  of  The 
People  and  will  always  be  loved  an  respected  by  the  People. . .Unconditionally . 

S/He  will  be  forgiven  mistakes  by  the  Spirits  and  the  Holy  People 
because  S/He  has  forgiven  the  self  and  humbled  oneself  before  the  People. 

S/He  will  go  to  the  mountaintop  without  food  or  water  to  pray  to  the 
Spirits  of  the  land  and  cry  for  a vision.  This  sacred  vision  will  lead 
thru  the  darkest  hours  of  life.  It  shall  lead  to  the  light  of  the  Creator. 

An  Indian  warrior  must  always  believe  in  Him/Herself ...  in  the  Spirit 
helpers.. and  in  the  Indian  Way  of  Life. 

S/He  must  always  speak  and  live  the  truth  of  who... and  what... s/he  is 
when  standing  before  the  eyes  of  the  Creator. 

An  Indian  Warrior  is  not  afraid  of  Death... and  shall  NEVER  surrender  to 
the  Dark  Forces  of  Life  which  attempt  to  break  the  Spirit... for  the  Spirit 
cannot  be  broken... the  mind  cannot  be  defeated.. 


The  vision  of  life  is  that  of  the  Eagle... with  clarity  and  purpose  in 
being.  The  wings  are  strong  and  carry  the  spirit  to  the  highest  levels  of 
self-understanding  and  spiritual  growth  as  a human  being. 

(Sharing  with  an  Indian  Medicine  Man) 

Dream  World 

Among  my  People... the  Yaqui...we  call  the  night.. Tuka  Ania...the  Night 
World.... the  Vehicle  of  Dreams... 

I cannot  imagine  what  your  your  dreams  are  like  unless  you  describe  them 
to  me.  Dreams  reflect  that  which  we  hold  deep  within  our  minds... Have  you 
ever  looked  at  your  reflection  in  the  water?  You  see  your  face  so  clearly 
and  it  appears  as  reach  as  your  hand.  But... when  you  reach  to  touch 
it... it  is  only  water.  Yet,  in  the  reflection,  you  are  safe  from  any 
harm. ...  nothing  can  touch  you.  We  call  that  reflection .. .the  Dream  world. 

When  you  see  the  reflection  of  a forest  across  a large  lake... look 
closely.  You  can  see  that  the  forest  in  the  reflection  can  never  be 
burned... or  cut  down.  The  sky  in  the  reflection  is  clear... blue  and 
unpolluted.  A forest... a world  that  once  existed. 

Long  ago... a world  that  we  dream  will  exist  once  again. 

In  this  real  world  that  we  live  in  we  all  seek  a place  of  our  own... a 
place  we  belong  to.  We  can  find  this  place  in  our  dreams  or  we  can  look 
for  a reflection  on  a clear  lake  or  we  can  find  it  within  ourselves. 

Dreams  can  come  true... but  we  must  make  them  come  true... with  our  eyes  open. 

Alejeme 

Lessons  of  the  Red  Tail  Hawk 

"It  is  so  important  to  plant  the  seeds  of  truth... of  wisdom  and  of  pride 
in  who  we  are... Even  those  of  us  who  are  only  "breeds",  that  the  Creator 
only  put  ONE  race  on  Mother's  Back... That  is  the  Human  Race! 

There  are  many  who  feel  rage,  hate  and  detest  other  human  beings 
because  their  skin  is  a different  shade  than  their  own.  I have  been 
called  white/half-breed/Indian/Nigger  and  worse... Yet,  that  is  of  no 
concern  to  me  because  I hear,  see,  listen  and  learn  what  my  heart  and 
spirit  wants  me  to. 

If  it  is  the  design  of  Grandfather,  he  passes  back  to  wanblee  who 
carries  it  in  his  mighty  talons  to  Red  Tail  Hawk,  who  in  turn  brings  a 
message  to  me  in  his  many  different  circling  patterns  what  it  is  I am  to 
know... and  pass  on  to  others. 

I pass  on  the  wisdom  to  those  who  are  willing  to  listen  to  the 
medicines...  "Bones" 

Red  Heart 

Red  is  the  color  of  the  sun 
that  sets  in  the  West 
Red  as  our  children's  cheeks 
who  dance  joyfully 

around  the  sacred  fire 

red  as  the  sacred  Inya  Sa 
from  which  our  prayers 

rise  to  you.  Grandfather. 

If  our  Prayers  are  being  heard  in  this  fourth ....  and  final  world. 

A world  where  our  traditions. .. .our  beliefs... 
and  our  way  of  life 

are  being  sold  on  the  roadside 
like  meaningless  trinkets.... 

A world  where  our  beloved  elders  and  spiritual  leaders 
are  laughed  at  and  disrespected  by  our  young  ones. 

Can  you  hear  me  Grandfather? 

Have  pity  on  us  that  we  may  live 
and  continue  to  walk  the  path 

that  you  gave  us  in  the  beginning. 


As  we  see  this  beautiful  red  sun... 

as  it  sets  in  the  West 

Let  us  remember  Grandfather . . . . 

That  red  is  the  color  of  our  hearts.... 
our  lives .... 

And.... our  Sacred  Path....A'ho 
Carl  Norris  (Cherokee) 

Warriors  of  Spirit 

Freedom  of  religion  across  this  free  country  except  the  Native  First 
People.  The  governments  across  this  free  country  practice  religious 

bigotry  with  their  manipulations  and  deceit,  with  the  changing  of  laws  that 

are  to  protect  all.... but  the  Indian. 

Policy  and  procedure  runs  rampant  within  the  Indian  Nations ... .We  fight 
to  live  by  the  TRUE  laws  of  the  land... to  keep  a clean  spirit.. a strong  heart. 

Our  societies  are  not  all  on  the  res They  are  now  spread  all  across 

this  free  country In  Institutions,  prisons,  inner  cities,  chemical 

dependency  programs,  suburbs  and  countries.  Where  you  have  Native  First 
People. .. .you  have  a Village! 

Spirits  protect  spirits!  They  teach  and  watch  all  our  People... The 

"law"  to  the  First  People  is  our  way  of  life... to  protect  Earth  Mother... to 

protect  our  spiritual  connection  with  all  things... to  show  respect  and  pride. 

In  all  our  ancestors  struggles  to  retain  our  cultural  ways  of  life... we 
seek  to  teach  our  children's  children  to  come... so  they  will  know  what 
responsibilities  the  creator  has  placed  upon  the  Red  Children. .. .to  feel 
the  sunshine. . .to  talk  to  the  winds... to  stir  up  storms.... to  ease  the 
ongoing  destructions  created  by  lack  of  respect.... 

My  relations,  it  is  up  to  YOU  to  unite  and  heal  this  world,  when  all  has 
fallen  apart .... 

Learn  how  to  talk  to  the  Brothers  of  the  wild ...  Listen  to  the 
winds ...  Flelp  the  elders  and  learn  the  gifts  of  tradition... 

We.... The  First  People. . .were  bestowed  a gift.... It  does  not  come  easy. 
There  is  suffering.  Our  spiritual  connection  to  all  things  must  always 
come  FIRST  in  our  teachings.  All  brothers  and  sisters  across  this  so 
called  free  country ... .must  come  together!  Unite  in  Paper  and  ceremony! 

Share  our  gifts  and  pray  for  all  who  are  struggling  to  retain  our  ways  of  life 

Bushkinayoush  (Terry  Kemper) 

Coyote 

Every  morning  coyote  wakes  up  knowing  that  if  he  wants  to  live  he  has  to 
outrun  the  slowest  rabbit.  Every  morning  rabbit  wakes  up  knowing  that  he 
has  to  outrun  the  fastest  coyote  if  he  wants  to  continue  living.  So... no 
matter  who  we  are.. coyote,  or  rabbit,  we  better  be  running  when  our  feet 
hits  the  ground. 

We  are  born  into  this  world  to  follow  a path  and  to  follow  that  path 
with  heart.  We  were  NOT  born  to  follow  only  that  which  others  allow  or 
that  which  others  feels  is  good  enough  for  us.  So... accept  what  you  are 
given  with  a smile... Look  them  in  the  face.... as  coyote  looks  in  the  eyes 
of  rabbit... and  say.. "thank  you"... but  My  spirit ...  requires  more! 

Dreamwalker .... 

"I  am  touching  the  Earth  Mother  and  I know  that  thru  her  I will  always 
hear  the  winds... and  she  will  always  provide  for  our  People. . .With  that  in 
mind,  I am  in  need  of  nothing  more... other  than  the  strength  to  endure  the 
punishment  of  the  Oppressor....  Ixcuina 

Wado  to  the  Voices  of  Wisdom. ...  and  those  who  share  their  hearts  with 
all  of  us...Flear  well,  with  your  hearts.... 

"But  Grandmother ... .do  you  think  they'll  ever  listen  to  us? 

Someday. . .the  winds  shall  blow  hard  enough  that  they  must.." 

Brekah  and  her  Grandmother 

It  was  the  wind 
that  gave  them  life. 


It  is  the  wind 

that  comes  out  of  oun  mouths 
now  that  gives  us  life. 

When  this  ceases  to  blow... we  die. 

In  the  skin  at  the  tips  of  oun  fingers 
we  see  the  trail  of  the  wind, 
it  shows  us  the  wind  blew 
when  our  ancestors  were  created. 

The  Great  Honorable  Nation. .. .The  Navajo 

O'siyo  to  each  of  you... and  a personal  message  to  someone 

now. . . EarthBridge. . .You  walk  in  Honor... I have  sent  the  words  of  wisdom 

through  the  winds... Let  us  see  if  they  hear  them  now... Brooke 

"RE : Help  Ship  Computers  to  Blackfeet"  

Date:  29  January  1996 

From:  Bruce  Two  Bears  Face-in-Wind 

Sub j : Help  Ship  Computers  to  Blackfeet  Community  College 
Transcribed  snail-mail 
"Oki"  (Hello) 

Permit  me  to  introduce  myself.  My  name  is  Bruce  Two  Bears  Face-in-Wind. 

I am  1/4  Blackfeet  from  the  Montana  region.  My  people  were  located  there 
many  years  ago  by  the  Federal  Government.  They  are  a very  proud  group  of 
human  beings,  and  have  so  very  little.  Our  Community  College  is  small 
and  we  have  a difficult  time  sometimes,  because  we  do  not  get  money  like 
other  big  colleges  do. 

Night  Owl,  I have  learned  of  your  being  through  a person.  Medicine 
Hands,  who  met  you  at  a fall  gathering.  She  said  I should  contact  you, 
and  that  possibly,  through  your  newsletter,  you  would  be  able  to  help 
my  people. 

I apologize  for  not  writing  sooner,  this  situation,  trying  to  get  these 
big  graphic  computers  shipped  has  really  taken  its  toll  on  me.  I have 
sent  out  so  many  letters,  and  have  had  very  little  response.  It  would  be 
nice  if  people  would  just  write  back  and  say  they  are  not  interested,  but 
for  the  most  part  I don't  even  get  that. 

You  offering  to  help  leaves  a warm  feeling  in  my  heart,  and  if  we  can  get 
enough  funds  gathered  up  to  ship  these  computers,  I'm  sure  it  will  warm  the 
hearts  of  my  people  back  home. 

Let  me  give  you  the  particulars  on  these  units.  They  weigh  approximately 
650  pounds.  They  measure  5'6"  high,  4'6"  wide  and  3'6"  deep.  These 
computers  were  donated  by  a company  I used  to  work  for,  American  Electric 
Power  Service  Corporation;  and  the  software  was  donated  by  a company  called 
Bentley  Corporation.  I will  be  happy  to  provide  some  names  and  phone 
numbers  to  verify  this  information. 

I have  found  a moving  company  that  has  given  us  a discounted  rate  to  ship 
these  units.  The  cost  is  $1,525.00  to  ship  from  Columbus,  Ohio  to  Browning, 
Montana.  I have  set  up  an  non-profit  account  here  in  Columbus  with  the 
Fifth  Third  Bank.  The  person  I have  set  the  account  up  with  is  the  office 
manager,  Margaret  Lightfoot. 

If  any  person  is  interested  in  donating  any  money,  checks  should  be  made 
payable  to  The  Blackfeet  Community  College.  When  enough  funds  have  been 
raised,  the  bank  will  make  out  a cashiers  check  to  the  moving  company  and 
get  these  computers  shipped.  The  college  is  non-profit,  so  donations 
are  tax  deductible. 

All  of  my  blessings  to  you  and  your  people,  my  friend. 

Bruce  Two  Bears  Face-in-Wind 

Send  funds  (made  out  to  The  Blackfeet  Community  College)  to  the  following: 
Fifth  Third  Bank 

Attn:  Margaret  Lightfoot  If  everyone  could  just  send  $1.00  we  might 


1425  Worthington  Center  raise  enogh  money,  and  it  wouldn't  break 

Worthington,  OH  43085  anybody. 

Phone:  614-885-7412 

College  Contacts:  If  someone  needs  to  speak  to  me  directly: 

Blackfeet  Community  College  Bruce  Two  Bears  Face-in-Wind 

Box  819  3042  Cypress  Drive 

Browning,  Montana  59417  Newark,  Ohio  43055 

Administration  ph:  406-338-7755  Home  Phone: (after  8:30  Eastern) 

Business  manager:  Ike  HeavyRunner  614-745-5087 
President:  Carol  Murray 

Administrative  Assistant:  Lola  D.  Wippert 

POWER:  It  is  not  the  things  we  do  today  that  we  should  expect  to  be 
rewarded  for  today,  but  to  have  our  name  remembered  and  spoke 
of  in  a good  way  many  years  after  we  have  journeyed  to  the 
Spirit  World.  Bruce  Two  Bears  Face-in-Wind 

"RE : Cherokee  Food  Bank"  

Date:  Mon,  5 Feb  1996  10:10:30  -0600  (CST) 

From:  sestrapp@powersource. com  (Sue  Ellen  Strapp) 

Sub j : Cherokee  Food  Bank 

UUCP  email 

Thank  you  for  all  of  those  who  sent  along  a contribution  or  requested 
information  about  the  Cherokee  food  project  that  I am  preparing  to  send 
to  the  Cherokee  Food  Bank.  Dust  so  you  know  what  is  happening  with  this 
project,  our  friends  from  the  Net  and  members  of  the  Cherokee  Cultural 
Society  in  Houston  are  donating  either  fresh  vegetables  or  money  to  purchase 
the  vegetables. 

I am  purchasing  these  from  a fruit  stand  not  far  from  me  which  supports 
local  farmers,  cutting  and  dehydrating  the  produce  in  several  dehydrators  and 
will  send  it  along  to  the  tribe's  food  bank  as  I fill  up  a shipping  box. 

There  are  many  reasons  that  I am  doing  this.  One,  because  I felt  that  this 
was  something  that  would  allow  me  to  "walk  my  talk",  and  do  something  that 
would  contribute  to  the  people  of  my  tribe  who  needed  nourishment.  Two,  as  I 
prepare  the  vegetables,  I sing  and  pray  over  them  in  the  traditional  way. 
Dehydrated  vegetables  last  forever  and  are  more  nutritious  than  the  canned 
variety.  Three,  when  Deputy  Chief  Garland  Eagle  was  here  and  spoke  to  our 
Cherokee  Cultural  meeting,  he  mentioned  that  the  food  bank  had  this  need. 

When  I spoke  to  Sherrie  Perry,  head  of  Food  Distribution  Services  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation  to  make  arrangements  for  this  project,  she  was  thrilled. 

They  feed  over  10,000  people  a month!  All  of  the  food  comes  from  an  agency 
of  the  federal  government.  Two  semi-trucks  a day  deliver  the  food  to  the 
three  outlets.  One  of  the  outlets  is  a small  store  30  ft.  by  80  ft.  and  it 
feeds  6,500  people  a month.  The  other  ones  are  smaller. 

Many  of  the  Cherokees  are  elderly  and  not  able  to  get  into  town  where  the 
three  distribution  centers  are,  so  the  trucks  pull  up  at  certain  spots  and 
unload  the  food  off  the  back  of  the  truck.  Sherrie  said  that  it  was  really 
heart-breaking  to  see  her  relatives  standing  at  the  back  of  the  truck  in 
the  rain,  snow  or  heat  waiting  in  line.  In  most  of  the  places  in  the  rural 
areas,  the  driver  sets  out  the  allotment  in  a circle  and  the  people  come  and 
take  what  they  need. 

After  our  fresh  vegetables  have  been  dehydrated,  they  will  be  packaged  in 
vacuum  sealed  bags  and  sent  along  to  the  tribe.  Dehydrated  foods  have  more  of 
the  nutrients  in  them  than  processed  foods.  I have  apples,  strawberries, 
squash,  okra  and  tomatoes.  Sherrie  was  really  excited  about  the  whole  idea, 
and  will  be  approaching  the  council  shortly  to  explain  the  project. 

>From  our  end  here  in  Houston,  the  Cherokee  Cultural  Society  here  will  be 
involved  in  the  project  as  well.  We  hope  to  help  with  the  building  of  a food 
distribution  center  in  one  of  the  rural  areas  that  will  provide  jobs  for  the 
Cherokees  in  that  area,  and  will  have  a nutritionist  and  a nurse.  If  you  want 
to  participate  in  that  part  of  our  project,  write  to  dpscott@sageways.com. 


The  Cherokee  Cultural  Society  is  a non-profit  organization  and  can  issue  you 
a receipt  for  your  donation. 


TO  help: 

TO  help  with  the  Food  Project  or  the  Distribution  building  send  along  your 
check  made  out  to  the  Cherokee  Cultural  Society  and  note  which  project  you 
want  to  participate  in. 

My  US  Mail  address  is: 

SueEllen  Strapp 
2727  Lakefield  Way 
Sugar  Land,  TX  77479 
713-265-2944 

In  all  love  and  kindness,  thank  you. 

Sue  Ellen  Strapp 

Powersource  Gallery  - An  art  gallery  full  of  powerful  people,  places,  and 
objects  - 

http : //www . powersource . com/ powersource/ 

- — "RE:  Cowlitz  Indian  Peoples  Coalition"  

Date:  Wed,  31  3an  1996  22:48:21  GMT 

From:  davidb@spl.lib.wa.us  (David  Burlingame) 

Sub j : Cowlitz  Indian  Peoples  Coalition 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 
Howdy. . . 

The  Cowlitz  Indian  Tribe  held  a council  meeting  (27  3an.  1996),  at  which 
the  following  was  read  by  its  author,  Greg  L.  Grove. 

[There  is  much  conflict  and  turmoil  within  our  tribe,  compounded  by  the 
fact  that  we  are  under  active  consideration  by  BIA/BAR.  This  recognition 
process  has  been  used  as  an  excuse  and  a crutch  as  long  as  I've  been  aware, 
in  order  that  the  status  quo,  the  power  structure,  the  dissemination  of 
information,  remain  unchanged.  I have  taken  certain  projects  on  myself  in 
hopes  of  levelling  (sp?)  the  field,  so  that  the  tribal  members  who  elected 
the  council  are  ensured  access  to  that  council.] 

What  follows  is,  with  minor  grammatical  changes,  what  was  read  to  the 
council  on  27  January. . . 

[db] 

Klohawya  - Yah  Ta  Hai  - Greeting 

We  the  families  of  the  Cowlitz  Indian  peoples  have  endured  much  in  the 
last  170  Christian  years. 

We  were  as  many  as  20,000+,  when  the  greedy  ones'  diseased  blankets  and 
flus  came  to  us,  and  when  they  were  through  we  were  only  hundreds,  but  we 
endured . 

When  our  head  men  and  chiefs  were  shot  and  killed,  the  bluecoats 
pointed  to  our  brothers  from  over  the  hill.  We  knew  the  truth,  even  their 
own  admitted  the  deed  years  later,  and  still  we  endured. 

When  the  old  timers  and  elders  were  killed  and  the  younger  ones  taken  to 
different  reservations  and  forts,  we  endured. 

When  Isaac  Stevens  said,  "You  don't  belong  here.  We  will  run  our  Iron 
Horse  where  your  houses  sit.  Here's  some  blankets,  beads,  and  whiskey 
for  your  trouble;  sign  this  and  leave."  We  turned  our  backs,  went  home 
and  endured. 

When  the  bluecoats  took  our  guns  and  horses  and  said,  "Show  us  your 
trails  so  we  can  fight  your  brothers,  only  then  will  we  give  back  your 
homeland,"  w believed,  we  helped  --  and  we  were  deceived.  Yet,  we  endured. 

When  they  burned  our  longhouses,  built  fences,  divided  our  homeland  into 
farms,  cities,  freeways,  concrete,  and  asphalt,  they  said  "This  is  good," 
and  called  it  their  own.  We  endured. 

When  they  dammed  our  rivers,  drowned  our  burial  grounds,  poured  cement 
over  our  stories  on  the  rocks,  dug  up  our  gifts  and  our  bones,  killed  the 
fish  and  left  no  old  timers  of  our  cedar  people  to  talk  to,  again  our 


bellies  were  cut  open;  we  hurt,  still  we  endured. 

Now  days  when  we  talk  of  taking  care  of  our  burial  grounds,  our  food  and 
medicine  gathering  places,  our  homeland,  we  are  told  by  some  of  our  own 
people,  "We  don't  have  any  authority  over  these  things,  those  people  don't 
owe  us  anything,  and  we  should  be  glad  for  the  little  bit  they  give  us." 

BUT  TODAY,  WE  WILL  NO  LONGER  BE  SILENT.  THIS  IS  WHAT  WE  SAY: 

We  are  a gathering  of  Cowlitz  Indians,  and  our  families  and  friends 
from  many  places. 

We  are  the  Cowlitz  Indian  Peoples  Coalition. 

We  are  Cowlitz  who  have  decided  to  gather  again  in  the  same  spirit 
as  our  ancestors,  to  pray,  to  sing,  to  dance,  to  laugh,  to  eat,  to 
gift.  To  turn  our  faces  once  again  to  our  traditions  and  culture, 
and  our  inherent  rights  as  native  peoples.  To  invite  all  our  families 
to  come  home  again,  no  matter  what  reservation,  city,  town,  or 
land  they  live  in  or  on. 

We  believe  in  our  stewardship  and  authority  within  our  prairies, 
mountains,  rivers,  medicine/food  gathering  places,  burial  grounds, 
villages,  trails,  and  sacred  places,  and  All  Our  Relation,  whether 
winged,  four-legged,  swimming,  standing,  walking,  or  crawling 
within  and  around  our  homeland. 

Our  constitution  and  way  is  in  our  lands,  culture,  and  our 
ancestors,  and  we  are  a free  people. 

For  all  our  past,  present,  and  future  ones  to  come,  we  are  once 
again  turning  our  faces  toward  our  namesake:  Gatherers  and 
Keepers  of  the  Spirit  Medicine  - the  Cowlitz. 

For  information,  comments,  questions,  please  write: 

Cowlitz  Indian  Peoples  Coalition  (CIPC) 

P.0.  Box  215 
Bucoda,  WA  98530 

Contact  persons: 

Greg  LaDue  Grove 
Wendy  Kinswa 
Patricia  Donaldson 
or  email:  davidb@spl.lib.wa.us 

Feel  free  to  ask  me  any  questions  about  what  I or  we  are  doing... I have  many 
questions  of  my  own  which  will  undoubtedly  be  asking.  By  the  way,  I am  also 
on  the  council,  in  my  second  term. 

All  My  Relations  (db) 

- — "RE:  North  American  Spirit  Lodge"  

Date:  Sat,  3 Feb  1996  14:27:46  -0500 

From:  DAKKASWAN@aol.com 

Sub j : North  American  Spirit  Lodge 

UUCP  email 

Hello  everyone, 

Glenn  was  kind  enough  to  give  me  your  names.  He  suggested  that  you  might  be 
interested  in  the  North  American  Spirit  Lodge.  We  are  a new  group,  dedicated 
to  equal  rights  for  all  Native  Americans.  We  are  targeting  a specific  date 
to  bombard  the  whitehouse  with  email/snail  mail,  to  make  our  voices  and 
desires  heard.  Far  too  long,  has  the  government  been  content  with  their 
"divide  and  conquer"  attitude.  We  do  not  advocate  violence,  nor  will  we  turn 


away  anyone  of  any  background  who  wishes  to  help. 

Each  week,  I send  out  a letter  to  the  North  American  Spirit  Lodge  members, 
updating  them  on  what  is  happening  with  our  group.  We  have  sent  mail  to  the 
government  on  numerous  occasions,  the  most  recent  being  the  Fort  Reno  land 
issue  faced  by  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  in  Oklahoma.  While  we  are  a young 
group,  with  few  members  (about  50)  we  plan  to  continue  to  grow  and  the  more 
people  we  can  get  to  send  mail,  the  more  likely  are  our  voices  to  be  heard. 

Imagine  if  you  will,  the  president  receiving  mail  on  the  targeted  date  from 
100,000  concerned  NA's  and  their  supporters.  And  that  is  just  a fraction  of 
the  population! 

If  you  think  our  cause  is  worthy,  and  you  would  like  to  be  a part  of  it, 
please  email  me,  and  I will  put  you  on  our  mailing  list.  We  generally  meet 
in  a members  created  room  on  Sat.  night  at  9:00pm  cst,  called  The  Great 
Spirit.  I am  aware  that  most  of  you  cannot  attend  meetings  with  us  because 
you  are  on  different  networks.  However,  we  can  log  the  meetings  and  forward 
them  if  we  need  to.  If  at  anytime  you  have  suggestions  or  criticisms,  please 
email  me  and  let  me  know! 

I personally  would  love  to  have  you  on  my  mailing  list.  If  you  are  unsure, 
feel  free  to  contact  Glenn  Welker  at  gwelker@mail.lmi.org. 

Thanks  for  your  time  and  attention, 

Dakkaswan  <aka>  Mary 

PS.  Gary,  thanks  for  keeping  me  on  your  Wotanging  list! 

"RE : A Little  Town"  

Date:  Thu,  01  Feb  1996  19:41:41  CST 

From:  Cameron  I Probert  <charley@iastate.edu> 

Sub j : A Little  Town 

UUCP  email  [Editorial  Note:  Forwarded  from  Brooke  Craig,  reprinted 

with  permission  from  the  originating  author,  Cameron  Probert] 

Dear  Mater  Animi, 

I guess  I am  addressing  this  to  the  circle,  but  I find  it  most 
convenient  to  phrase  this  to  you.  I come  from  a little  town  called 
Merrimack,  in  a state  called  New  Hampshire.  From  a lower  middle  class 
white  family  that  lived  above  there  means.  Again  I am  not  anything 
special,  just  a simple  man.  I was  raised  to  believe  that  all  men,  and 
women,  no  matter  what  race,  creed,  or  color  should  be  judged  according  to 
the  honor  in  their  heart.  Not  the  honor  that  their  name  brings.  I thought 
this  of  all  people.  And  I thought  that  all  people  thought  it. 

Unfortunately  I was  wrong. 

I say  that  I come  from  a little  town  named  Merrimack.  Well  this 
little  town  is  very  Christian,  and  very  conservative.  To  these  people 
there  is  only  one  RIGHT  and  that  is  the  Christian  God.  To  these  people  it 
doesn't  matter  what  the  color  of  your  heart  is,  it  is  the  color  of  your 
skin  that  matters.  To  these  people  if  you  don't  follow  there  path,  see 
there  light  then  you  are  wrong,  and  evil.  These  are  sad  people.  I have 
spent  many  a night  crying  for  them. 

Well  I left  that  little  town  called  Merrimack,  and  came  to  another 
town  named  Ames  Iowa.  And  again  I was  accosted  by  a Christian  in  the 
street,  and  I told  him  that  I believed  that  there  were  no  absolutes.  And 
he  told  me  that  that  was  an  absolute.  I chuckled  then,  but  I was  sad.  I 
was  sad  inside  for  a man  that  wasn't  going  to  see  others  for  what  they 
were  inside.  I cried  for  him  as  I cried  for  the  people  in  my  little  town 
of  Merrimack.  And  I wonder...  I wonder  how  these  people  survive...  How 
they  live...  without  growing...  without  experiencing.,  without  seeing... 

They  sadden  me . . . 

And  so  now  I return  to  my  little  town  of  Merrimack,  knowing  that 
those  people  are  every  where...  espousing  there  truths...  but  never 
seeing...  never  hearing...  never  loving,  what  doesn't  agree  with  them... 

And  so  I cry. . . as  I cry  now. . . And  I hope  that  they  will  open  there  eyes 


one  day...  and  see  that  there  is  more  than  one  truth.,  more  than  one 
teacher...  and  maybe  maybe...  they  will  be  able  to  see  past  all  of  the 
makeup  of  skin  and  bones  and  religion  to  see  the  honor  that  rests  inside.. 
*deep  bow* 

Thank  you, 

Cameron  D.  Probert 

"RE:  PRESS  RELEASE:  Dine'  Nation  Water  & Land  Rights"  

Date:  31  Dan  1996  00:56:24  GMT 
From:  <100612. 2663@compu serve . com> 

Sub j : PRESS  RELEASE:  Dine'  Nation  water  & land  rights 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

For  immediate  attention 
For  immediate  release 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  TRADITIONAL  DINE'  LEADERS  COME  TO  LONDON 
TO  MEET  WITH  HANSON  CORPORATION  AND  PEABODY  EXECUTIVES. 

SUBDECT 

Native  American  land  and  water  rights  in  Big  Mountain,  Arizona, 
South-western  United  States:  preservation  of  Native  American 
ancestral  land  and  native  Dine'  culture. 

For  interviews  with  Native  American  Elders,  contact  Arlene  Hamilton 
c/o  0171  637  1804,  or  join  us  at  a press  conference  and  public  statement 
by  the  elders  at  approximately  14.15  on  Wednesday  31  Danuary  1996  at  the 
Barbican  Centre  after  the  Hanson  Corporation  shareholders'  meeting. 

PRESS  RELEASE 

For  the  next  two  days.  Leaders  from  the  Sovereign  Dine'  Nation  of  the 
South-western  United  States  are  meeting  with  Hanson  Corporation  and 
Peabody  Coal  Company  executives  to  hear  the  truth  about  future  plans  the 
Coal  Company  has  to  mine  coal  from  their  sacred,  ancestral  aboriginal  land. 
These  Traditional  Dine'  Elders  and  leaders,  Roberta  Blackgoat  and  Kee 
Watchman,  have  travelled  across  the  great  waters  to  represent  over  100 
Traditional  Dine'  families  whose  life  and  culture  are  currently  threatened 
by  the  mining  activities  that  take  place  from  two  to  twenty  miles  from 
their  homeland. 

For  the  past  two  years,  Hanson  Corporation/Peabody  Coal  Company 
executives  have  been  meeting  with  representatives  of  the  Sovereign  Dine' 
Nation.  These  long  term  peaceful  discussions  have  been  with  the  goal  of 
improving  the  living  conditions  of  the  families  of  Sovereign  Dine'  Nation 
and  relieving  the  suffering  that  continues  to  exist.  Some  of  the  immediate 
needs  of  the  people  are;  permanent  clean  drinking  water,  equal  access  to 
utilities,  road  improvement  and  long-term  preservation  of  Sovereign  Dine' 
Nation  land  and  culture. 

One  of  the  problems  these  Traditional  Dine'  Elders  continue  to  face  is 
the  lack  of  communication  between  Navajo  and  Hopi  tribe  officials  and 
Peabody  Coal  Company  executives.  Peabody  Coal  Company  has  denied  their 
responsibility  for  meeting  the  needs  of  the  td  people  living  in  the  impact 
area.  For  years  now,  money  given  to  Navajo  Tribal  officials,  which  amounts 
to  millions  of  dollars  annually,  has  not  been  used  to  decrease  the 
hardship  that  Dine'  Elders  and  their  families  are  living  under.  The  Navajo 
Tribal  Council  officials  have  continued  to  deny  the  Dine'  people  who  live 
on  their  ancestral  homeland  the  proper  representation  for  their  human 
rights  and  land  and  water  rights. 

For  many  years  these  Dine'  Elders  and  their  families  have  had  no  access 
to  clean  drinking  water  (they  have  to  drive  30-60  miles  to  carry  water  to 
their  homes)  and  no  electricity.  They  are  forced  to  drive  on  muddy,  rocky 
dirt  roads  that  are  often  extremely  hazardous  and  life  threatening  while 
the  roads  around  Peabody's  Black  Mesa  and  Kayenta  coal  mines  are  paved  and 
in  perfect  condition. 

The  Peabody  Coal  Company  executives  have  been  very  slow  in  keeping  the 


agreements  made  with  Dine'  Elders  in  London  at  Hanson  Corporation's  AGM 
two  years  ago  (1994).  Although  some  progress  has  been  made  between 
Hanson/Peabody  and  these  indigenous  people  to  provide  some  temporary 
relief  to  life  without  water,  still  no  permanent  water  resources  have  been 
acquired,  no  traditional  medicine  plants  have  been  replaced,  and  the 
Elders  and  their  families  are  still  left  with  no  communication  systems  in 
case  of  emergencies. 

At  this  time,  Peabody  Coal  Company  has  broken  agreements  with  local 
families  made  between  1950  and  1960  regarding  local  employment  and  the 
preservation  of  the  environment.  Instead  Peabody  Coal  Company  has  made 
"closed  door"  agreements  with  Navajo  and  Hopi  Tribal  Councils  and  with  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  Again,  millions  of  dollars  are  being  paid 
"behind  closed  doors",  disregarding  the  Traditional  Dine'  Elders  living  in 
or  close  to  mining  lease  areas.  These  same  Elders  continue  to  face  armed 
rangers  around  their  homes  on  a daily  basis. 

We  are  appealing  to  all  the  people  of  the  UK  who  are  concerned  about 
Native  American  rights  and  the  preservation  of  traditional  Native  American 
culture  and  aboriginal  land.  We  ask  you  to  please  show  your  support  for 
these  Native  American  Elders  by  joining  us  at  a press  conference  on 
Wednesday  31  January  1996  at  approximately  2.15pm  at  the  Barbican 
Convention  Centre.  The  Elders  will  be  making  a statement  to  the  public 
and  press  at  this  time,  following  the  Hanson  Corporation  AGM. 

The  elders  look  forward  to  greeting  the  people  of  the  UK  who  are 
concerned  for  the  protection  of  Native  American  life,  culture  and  land. 

This  international  diplomatic  trip  has  been  sponsored  by  John  Paul  Jones 
DeJoria,  CEO  of  Paul  Mitchell  Systems. 

For  further  information  or  appointments  with  the  Dine'  Elders  during 
their  stay  in  London,  please  contact  Arlene  Hamilton  or  Eddie  Shine  at 
0171  637  1804. 

Posted  by  William  Ross.  I also  have  the  text  of  some  personal  statements 
from  the  Dine'  Elders:  if  you  would  like  copies,  please  mail  me  at  the 
above  address. 

"RE : Hearst  and  Hemp"  

Date:  Sat  Feb  03,  1996  at  14:33  EST 
From:  Che.Dog@genie.geis.com 
Sub j : Hearst  and  Hemp 

GE  Electronic  Mail 

I don't  know  if  this  is  the  proper  place  to  put  this,  but  in  the  context  of 
returning  land  to  the  Indians,  I found  this  to  be  an  interesting  dichotomy, 
which,  to  me  amply  illustrates  the  insanity  of  our  government. 

A few  months  ago.  The  San  lose  Mercury  News  ran  a series  of  articles  on  hemp 
cultivation  and  how  it  came  to  be  illegal.  It  seems,  back  in  the  thirties,  a 
newspaper  magnate  by  the  name  of  William  Randolph  Hearst  acquired  timber 
rights  to  vast  acreages  of  public  lands,  which  he  intended  to  cut  down  and  use 
the  fiber  to  make  the  paper  for  his  newspapers.  A competing  product  at  the 
time  for  the  fiber  was  hemp,  commercially  grown  in  the  midwest,  which  was 
widely  used  for  rope,  clothing  and  paper  products.  In  fact,  hemp  is  quite 
superior  to  wood  for  these  purposes  with  the  additional  advantage  of  it's 
being  a rapidly  renewable  resource,  which  over  the  longer  term  is  much  cheaper 
than  wood  pulp,  unless  you  acquire  vast  amounts  of  trees  which  you  plan  on 
using  and  not  replacing. 

Therefore,  Mr.  Hearst,  lobbied  congress,  wrote  scathing  editorials,  bribed 
whomever  he  could  and  was  successful  in  getting  laws  written  to  abolish  the 
evil  narcotic  and  hemp  production  remains  illegal  to  this  day.  Thus,  by 
acquiring  the  timber  rights  of  lands  seized  from  Native  Americans,  he  was  able 
to  cut  down  the  trees,  make  his  paper,  and  sell  newspapers  which  resulted  in 
his  family  becoming  one  of  the  wealthiest  around.  His  greed  was  also 
instrumental  in  depriving  the  nation  of  a rich  source  of  renewable  fiber  in  the 
form  of  hemp,  of  which  the  varieties  grown  at  the  time,  contained  no  THC. 

Last  week,  the  Mercury  News  posted  a small  article  about  land  (4  acres)  that 
was  BEING  RETURNED  TO  THE  KAROK  TRIBE,  which  had  been  seized  by  the  Federal 


Government  in  Northern  California,  under  federal  seizure  laws,  because  the 
landowner  allegedly  had  started  hemp  seedlings  on  his  property  which  were 
later  transplanted  in  a national  forest.  (There  was  no  hearing,  court  order  or 
proof  of  this,  but  the  landowner  did  plead  guilty  to  a federal  firearms 
violation  where  a DEA  agent  offered  testimony  of  having  seen  the  hemp 
seedlings.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  California  seizure  laws  would  not 
have  allowed  this  seizure  of  property  without  a court  order),  lanet  Reno 
stated  how  "excited"  she  was,  to  be  able  to  punish  lawbreakers  and  return  the 
use  of  the  land  to  the  original  and  rightful  owners,  the  Karok  tribe  (held  for 
them  in  trust  by  the  government,  in  this  case) . 

My  comment.  Is  this  tacit  acknowledgement  by  the  Attorney  General  that  the 
land  should  never  have  been  seized  from  the  tribe  in  the  first  place?  And,  if 
so,  shouldn't  the  government  replace  the  trees  taken  from  the  land?  Of  course, 
in  the  case  of  this  land,  the  trees  were  probably  2000  year  old  redwoods  which 
would  difficult  to  replace. 

"RE : Radio  Show: Incident  at  Oglala  & AIM"  

Date:  Wed,  31  Ian  1996  20:39:24  GMT 

From:  schmeebl@unixpop.utcc.utk.edu  (mike  knapp) 

Sub  j : radio  show-incident  at  Oglala  and  Amer.  Indian  Movement 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

Greetings!  Presently  our  production  team  is  in  the  process  of  putting 
together  a 1.5  hour  radio  show  about  the  incident  at  Oglala  and  the 
american  indian  movement.  This  will  be  presented  on  wutk  850am  on  a 
show  entitled  "for  the  sake  of  argument".  Unfortunately,  the  person 
who  was  to  be  on  the  show  has  cancelled  so  this  request  is  to  anybody 
who  is/was  involved  in  any  way  with  both  AIM  and  the  incident  in  1973. 

Of  course,  Norman  Zigrossi,  now  the  Inspector  General  (IG)  of  the 
Tennessee  Valley  Authority  (TVA),  has  not  returned  phone  calls  to 
participate.  By  the  way,  TVA's  police,  under  control  of  the  IG's 
office  now  has  power  of  federal  marshall. 

The  format  for  the  show  is  talk  with  a session  of  @ 20-30  min.  for 
call  in.  It  is  possible  to  have  a phone  interview  with  anyone 
interested.  We  simply  desire  those  who  are  interested  and 
knowledgeable  in  the  subject.  We're  trying  very  hard  to  provide 
alternative  news  analysis  and  information  not  found  in  the  mainstream 
media.  If  interested  please  return  e-mail.  The  show  is  at  Eastern 
Stnd.  806-930am  on  Sunday  morning,  feb  4.  Thank  you  and  good  luck!  MK 

"RE;  Poem:  Solidarity  in  the  Night"  

Date:  Sun,  4 Feb  1996  18:09:27  -0500 
From:  MARI10M@aol.com 
Subject:  Translations  of  poem 

UUCP  email  [Editorial  Note:  Please  direct  all  responses  and 

translations  to  MARI10M@aol.com] 


Hi  Gary, 

I was  directed  to  you  via  lulia  White. 

I am  an  Eastern  Cherokee  author/poet  (living  in  NC)  and  am  in  the  process 
now  of  finishing  a new  manuscript  of  poetry. 

One  of  the  poems  "Solidarity  In  The  Night"  I am  having  translated  into  as 
many  native  languages  as  possible.  I have  Eastern  and  Western  Cherokee, 
Saponi,  Choctaw,  Catawba,  and  Creek  (Muskogee),  with  promises  of  Comanche, 
Crow,  and  Chickasaw,  and  Obijwe. 

Please  tell  translators  to  send  info  about  themselves  along  with 
translations  so  that  I may  give  proper  credit  in  my  book.  SPIRIT  VOICES  OF 
BONES  should  be  available  in  early  1997. 

Marilo  Moore 
marijom@aol . com 


SOLIDARITY  IN  THE  NIGHT 


This  was  the  night 
all  the  people  sang  together. 

This  was  the  night 
all  the  people  dreamed  together. 

This  was  the  night 
all  the  people  danced  together. 

This  was  the  night 
all  the  people  prayed  together. 

This  was  the  night  all  the  people  began  to  heal. 

Marilo  Moore 

C1996 


"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/01/31  23:02 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

GE  Electronic  Mail 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  11-17 

PEPELUALI 

(February) 

(Kau-lua) 

11 

To  a place  of  worship,  a heiau,  always  bring  a gift  of  stone. 

12 

The  wind  has  learned  the  secrets  of  the  ages. 

13 

Mano',  the  shark  god,  guides  me  to  a safe  harbor. 

14 

Abundant  are  the  fruits  of  this  land. 

15 

If  you  would  find  the  perfect  place  of  your  dreams,  moe'uhane, 
look  within. 

16 

In  our  children  lie  the  blessings  of  our  heritage. 

17 

When  entering  the  secret  valley,  knock  three  times,  . . . 
and  see  who  answers! 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  8 Feb  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

GE  Electronic  Mail 

From:  rbeaul5961@aol.com  (RBeaul5961) 

Sub j : LPDC  SUPPORT  GROUP  - ALBANY  NY  ACTION 


Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 


A demonstration  to  bring  attention  to  the  20th  anniversary  of  Leonard 
Peltier's  capture  in  Canada  will  take  place  at  the  Albany  NY  Federal 
Bldg.,  Clinton  and  N.  Pearl  Sts  on  2/6/96  from  10am  to  5-6pm.  Flyers  and  a 
petition  will  be  distributed.  Activists/supporters  in  the  area  are  urged 
to  join  us. 

Ruby  Beaulieu  (rbeaul5961@aol.com)  for  Sean  Connery,  President,  LPDC 
Support  Group,  Albany  NY. 


From:  Dan  Rockwell  Iron  <rockwell@lamar.ColoState.EDU> 

Sub j : AISES  Region  3 Conference  - NEW  DATES!! 

AISES  Region  3 Conference 

Colorado  State  University  - Fort  Collins,  Colorado 
April  18-21,  1996 
"Balance....  Key  to  the  Future" 

The  Colorado  State  University  Chapter  of  AISES  has  once  again  accepted  the 
honor  and  challenge  of  hosting  the  Region  3 Conference.  Preliminary  plans 
were  to  have  the  conference  from  February  21-24,  1996.  It  has  now  been 
rescheduled  to  April  18-20,  1996. 

ATTENTION  ALL  REGION  3 CHAPTERS  (AZ,  CO,  NM  & UT) : 

+ All  the  Chapters  in  this  region  should  have  received  conference 

information  in  Danuary.  If  you  haven't  received  it,  please  let  us  know. 

+ Please  note  the  NEW  dates  and  plan  to  join  us  in  Fort  Collins  in 
April . 

+ The  agenda  will  follow  closely  to  that  which  has  already  been  sent  out. 

A final  agenda,  plus  lodging  information,  will  be  posted  and  sent  to 
each  chapter  as  soon  as  possible. 

+ Registration  fees  will  remain  the  same  (as  listed  in  packet). 

+ We  would  like  to  be  able  to  reach  more  of  the  chapters  by  e-mail.  If 
you  have  an  e-mail  address,  please  let  us  know  immediately.  Send  a note 
to  your  regional  representative,  Chris  Carlson,  at  the  address: 
chris@lily.aerc . colostate . edu 

+ MORE  conference  information  is  forthcoming!  We  want  this  to  be  a 
very  educational  and  worthwhile  experience  for  all  of  you! 

Pow-wow 

The  Northern  Colorado  Intertribal  Pow-wow  Association  (NCIPA)  will  be  hosting 
their  Fourth  Annual  Contest  pow-wow  in  Fort  Collins  from  April  20-21.  The 
first  grand  entry  will  be  at  1:00  on  Saturday  (20th)  --  after  the  conference 
is  adjourned.  NCIPA  and  AISES-CSU  extend  a very  warm  invitation  to  all 
conference  attendees  to  stay  and  enjoy  this  celebration.  For  pow-wow  info, 
please  call  (970)  491-7403  or  204-1662.  (Pow-wow  info  has  been  posted  to  the 
list.) 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  Chris  (see  above)  or  Dan  Iron  (Co- 
advisor) at  (970)  491-7403  OR  at  e-mail  address:  jiron@vines.colostate.edu 


From:  Gerald  W Shirley  <gerald@U. Arizona. EDU> 

Sub j : Wildcat  Pow  Wow 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Tribal  People  United  invites  you  to  their  3rd  Annual  Wildcat  Pow  Wow. 
The  Pow  Wow  will  be  held  March  2-3,  1996  at  the  University  of  Arizona 
football  stadium. 

HEADSTAFF:  Master  of  Ceremonies  --  Sammy  Tonekei  White,  Kiowa 

Scottsdale,  AZ 


Arena  Director 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Host  Northern  Drum 
Host  Southern  Drum 

HOST  HOTEL: 

THE  PLAZA  HOTEL 
1900  E.  Speedway 
Tucson,  AZ 

1-800-654-3010  (AZ  only) 

1-800-843-8052  (nation) 

Deadline  is  February  7,  1996.  However  the  deadline  may  be 
extended.  Mention  "Wildcat  Pow  Wow" 

ARTS  & CRAFTS: 

Call  Bertha  Benally  @ (520)  626-4240 

For  more  information  please  call  at  (520)  626-4240.  FAX  # (520)  621-9880  or 
call  Geneva  Dohn  and  Erick  Dohnson  § (520)  292-8802. 


From:  Ondamitag@aol.com 

Date:  Thu,  1 Feb  1996  11:51:21  -0500 

Chautauqua  Newsletter 

Sub j : Traditional  Indian  Medicine  Conference, 

Lawton  Oklahoma,  April  15-19,  1996 

This  Award  Winning  Program  is  the  recipient  of  the  Catholic  Health 
Association  of  the  United  states  1986  Achievement  Citation 
Faculty: 

The  conference  and  faculty  of  Traditional  Indian  Medicine  Practitioners 
and  staff  are  under  the  direction  of  Edgar  Monetathchi,  Dr.,  Comanche 
Medicine  Man  and  Harvard  graduate.  The  ancient  philosophy  and  concepts 
of  Traditional  Indian  Medicine  that  he  shares  with  thousands  of  people, 
has  been  a source  to  facilitate  healing  and  balance  in  their  personal 
and  professional  lives.  He  is  a medicine  person  who  acknowledges  that  it  is 
now  time  to  share  this  spiritual  philosophy  of  a way  of  living  preserved  for 
thousands  of  years,  with  those  who  are  seeking  a way  for  expanded  spiritual 
awareness . 

Concept : 

The  philosophy  and  concepts  of  Traditional  Indian  Medicine  as  offered 
in  this  ceremonial  seminar  process  has  proven  to  be  a spingboard  for 
expanded  spiritual  awareness  for  thousands  of  people.  A spiritual 
foundation  for  self  growth,  development,  and  maturity  is  embraced  by 
those  who  have  been  searching  to  fill  a void  in  their  lives.  This  process 
of  expanded  spiritual  awareness  is  offered  in  a universal  form  and  is 
not  reflective  of  a religion,  but  a philosophy  of  living  to  incorporate 
into  our  daily  lives,  moment  by  moment.  It  facilitates  understanding  of 
ones  own  spiritual  growth  and  the  barriers  that  inhibit  expanding 
spiritual  consciousness.  By  understanding  these  barriers,  they  can  work 
to  remove  them.  They  can  then  integrate  the  healing  they  seek  into 
their  lives.  Participants  by  their  own  admissions  have  experienced 
change,  growth,  satisfaction,  healing,  and  fulfillment  within  themselves. 
These  spiritual  aspects  are  utilized  first  for  self  and  how  to  apply 
them  for  our  own  lives  and  well  being  - satisfaction  and  esteem  of  self. 
Then,  they  become  the  focus  and  foundation  for  service.  Spiritual 
awareness  develops  and  expands  our  understanding  of  service  and  acceptance 


Lee  Williams,  Navajo 
Tempe,  AZ 

Tahlee  Redbird,  Kiowa/Sauk&Fox 
Carnegie,  Oklahoma 
Theresa  Dim,  Navajo 
Brimhall,  NM 

Gary  Koshiway,  Ote/Sauk&Fox 
Kearns  Canyon,  AZ 
Star  Blanket  Duniors 
Balcarres,  Saskatchewan  CANADA 
Rose  Hill 
Pawnee,  Oklahoma 


of  services  true  intention.  Through  this  process,  participants  are  able  to 
commit  themselves  in  service  with  high  degrees  of  satisfaction  and 
gratification.  Over  6,000  participants  from  all  50  states,  12  foreign 
countries,  different  cultures,  and  religions  have  found  the  freedom  to 
release  confusion,  guilt,  frustration,  and  anger  through  their  expanded 
spiritual  awareness.  The  development  and  growth  that  takes  place  leads  to  a 
maturity  of  commitment  of  service  based  in  the  hearts  of  the  servers.  The 
true  essence.  Service  is  Love  and  Love  is  Service  is  able  to  thrive  and  grow. 

Spirituality  holds  the  keys  for  the  direction  of  our  future  - PERSONALLY  AND 
PROFESSIONALLY. 

TRADITIONAL  INDIAN  MEDICINE  offers  for  all  people  A Universal  Spiritual 
Process:  Create,  Expand,  Maintain  Spiritual  Balance  in  Service  April  15-19, 
1996,  Lawton,  Oklahoma 

What  can  we  learn  to  enhance  our  lives  - personally  and  professionally?  A 
ceremonial  process  of  in-depth  didactic  and  experiential  learning  directed  by 
a Traditional  Indian  Medicine  practitioner . How  the  Traditional  Indian 
Medicine  philosophy  of  Wholeness,  Wellness,  Health  and  Healing  can  assist 
each  of  us  daily.  The  Seven  Sacred  Aspects  that  are  the  foundation  for 
service.  How  all  aspects  of  dis-ease  and  dis-stress  can  be  opportunities  for 
expanded  spiritual  conciousness . Keys  for  self  actualization  through  an 
expanded  spiritual  consciousness. 

Agenda  Agenda  will  include  philosophy  and  concepts  of  Traditional  Indian 
Medicine  and  Rainbow  Way  Meditation  as  given  to  you  by  Traditional  Indian 
Medicine  practitioners. 

The  philosophy  and  concepts  of  Traditional  Indian  Medicine,  a way  of 
living,  offers  individuals  a way  to  enhance  their  personal  and  professional 
lives.  The  seminar  structure  reflects  this  way  of  living  in  all  aspects.  The 
seminar  is  administered  as  a Medicine  Ceremony,  with  all  sessions  starting  on 
time.  When  attending,  we  ask  your  respect  for  the  ceremony  by  not  being  tardy 
to  sessions.  Due  to  the  amount  of  information  disseminated,  long  days  and 
evenings  are  a necessity.  Registration  begins  on  april  15  at  7:00  A.M  until 
the  morning  program  which  opens  the  seminar  at  9:00  A.M.  Day  sessions  are 
generally  9 A.M.  - 5 P.M.,  and  evening  sessions  are  7 P.M.  Complete 
participation,  in  all  aspects,  is  required  so  that  each  participant  has  the 
opportunity  to  fully  experience  a process  of  growth. 

The  Program  of  ceremonial  songs  and  dances  will  be  the  April  18  evening 
session,  and  traditional  Indian  dress  is  welcome. 

The  agendas  will  be  distributed  on  site  when  registration  opens. 

Seminar  site  & lodging  Howard  Johnson  Hotel  * 1125  East  Gore  * Lawton, 
Oklahoma  73501  Please  call  800-359-0020  and  state  T.I.M.  Seminar  dates  to 
receive  $41  rate,  single  or  double  ocupancy. 

Tuition  In  order  for  future  seminars  to  occur  after  April  1996,  this 
attendance  nees  to  be  such  that  the  revenue  generated  will  provide  for  a 
succeeding  seminar. 

POSTMARKED  BY  MARCH  30TH:  $550 

Registration  accepted  only  for  total  seminar  attendance. 

Registrations  not  postmarked  by  March  30th  must  be  presented  April  15th  at 
the  Seminar  Registration  Table. 

Meals  are  not  included  in  fees.  Please  complete  registration  form,  enclose 
fee  and  mail.  If  seminar  capacity  full,  total  refund  given.  There  will  be  no 
refunds  after  first  day  attendance.  No  exceptions.  Print  the  following  and 
send  by  postoffice  mail 

Registration 

Name 


Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

Home  Telephone 

Work 

Telephone 

Employer 

Position 

Please  complete: 

Tribe 

School  (if  fulltime 


student) 

PAYMENT  ENCLOSED:  Full  Amount:  $. 


Half  Now: 

$ 

Total  balance  due 
on  on  before  April 
15,  1996 

Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  White  Buffalo  Research,  Development,  and 
Training.  Mail  to: 

White  Buffalo  Reasearch,  Development  and  Training  Post  Office  Box  90895, 
Tucson,  Arizona  85752-0895 

Questions:  Call  Becky  Monetathchi  at  520-744-7255  4h4A  AThis  Award  Winning 
Program  is  the  recipient  of  the  Catholic  Health  Association  of  the  United 
states  1986  Achievement  Citation 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

lanet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Toe  Quickie,  Sue  Ellen  Strapp,  Che  Dog, 
Marilo  Moore,  Bruce  Two  Bears  Face-in-Wind,  Brooke  Craig,  David  Burlingame, 
Dakkaswan  (Mary),  Cameron  J Probert,  Mike  Knapp(General  Call), 

Feather  Eaglerock,  Marie  Fouche,  Rick  Myers(Forward  Request) 


Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE- L or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


'RE:  Pow  Wow  Vets  Dance" 


Date:  Thu,  1 Feb  1996  17:18:16  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Pow  Wow  vets  dance 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[Editorial  Note:  As  a member  of  a Warrior  Society,  I 
can  tell  you  all  Grandmother  Feather  Eaglerock  says 
is  also  true  here  in  North  Georgia/Northeast  Alabama] 

blkwolf@sos.net  (Donna  M.  Dean)  writes: 

> Well,  I guess  I have  to  expose  my  ignorance  in  the  minefield  of  flaming 

> about  people  like  me.  But  I need  to  know  once  and  for  all.  I'm  mixed 

> blood,  non-enrolled,  100%  service-connected  disabled  veteran  of  18  years 

> Navy  service,  somewhat  crippled,  often  must  use  a cane,  and  so  "dancing" 

> is  not  always  of  the  most  graceful.  I am  also  female.  Is  it  appropriate 

O'siyo  Donna, 

Here  on  the  Leech  Lake  Rez  and  other  pow  wows  and  traditional  gatherings 
that  we  have  attended  from  coast  to  coast,  women  veterans  join  in  the 
veterans  honor  song,  even  when  not  in  regalia.  No  one  asks  to  see  their 
enrollment  numbers,  and  many  times  a good  announcer  remembers  to  invite  all 
veterans,  mothers  of  veterans,  and  family  members  of  vets  to  join  in  the 
honoring,  Indian  and  non-Indian,  to  honor  their  family  members  who  have 
served  in  the  military.  We  also  have  women  veterans  who  carry  flags  in  the 
grand  entry  on  this  rez. 

Many  times  my  husband  Bernard,  a Korean  War  Vet,  talks  at  pow  wows  about 
the  mothers  of  vets  and  that  we  remember  the  sacrifice  that  they  make.  And 
he  talks  about  our  indian  woman  veterans  who  belong  in  that  circle  also. 


Often  young  people  are  asked  to  dance  for  a veteran  who  can  no  longer 
dance.  During  the  veterans  honor  song  I dance  along  side  my  husband,  I 
also  dance  for  my  father,  my  brother  and  my  uncles  who  have  passed  on. 

At  the  Veterans  Day  Pow  Wow  here  at  Leech  Lake,  my  husband  had  an  honor 
dance,  special,  for  two  P.O.W.'s  from  this  Rez.  One  died  in  a P.O.W.  camp 
and  was  honored  by  a cousin  who  danced  for  the  family.  The  other  was  a WWII 
vet  in  a wheelchair  and  was  pushed  around  the  arena  for  all  veterans 
honoring  dances,  by  a young  family  member. 

We  have  been  to  many  Pow  Wows  where  all  Veterans,  Indian  and  non-Indian  are 
asked  to  come  out  to  dance.  Many  times  these  non-Indian  Vets  have  never 
been  honored  for  their  military  service,  especially  Viet  Nam  Vets.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  song  the  non-Indian  dancers  are  clearly  self-conscious 
about  their  feet  and  their  steps,  but  there  is  a point  in  the  Circle  when 
they  realize  that  they  are  being  honored,  and  tears  well  up  in  their  eyes, 
and  they  hold  their  heads  erect  and  dance  for  those  they  left  behind. 

Feather  Eaglerock 

Leech  Lake  Rez  (a  sovereign  Anishinabe  Nation  surrounded  by  the  State  of 
Minnesota) — and  buried  under  many  feet  of  snow  right  now:) 

English  is  a foreign  language!  Reclaim  your  language.  Reclaim  your 
heritage  and  send  it  to  the  future  with  your  grandchildren  as  your  gift  to 
their  grandchildren. 


di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 

"RE : Native  Militancy"  

Date:  Fri,  2 Feb  1996  10:12:02  -0500 
From:  bbrigham@icis.on.ca 
Sub j : Native  Militancy 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

A Question  that  has  been  put  forward  --  What  are  the  roots  of  this  new 
militancy  and  what  is  its  potential  for  bringing  about  real  social  change 
for  Canada's  Native  peoples? 

I am  Anishnabe  from  Bkewjenong.  I live  on  unceded  territory,  meaning 
that  my  people  have  never  ceded  or  surrendered  our  land  to  either  the 
American  or  Canadian  government.  But  because  we  are  surrounded  by  these 
foreign  governments,  there  are  many  unresolved  issues  around  land  claims, 
jurisdiction,  etc.  which  continue  to  plaque  our  communities  and  our  people. 
For  example,  we  have  been  conducting  "border  crossings"  in  the  past  few 
years  to  assert  our  freedom  to  cross  the  Can/US  border.  We  base  this  on  a 
treaty  right  (The  Treaty  of  St.  Anne's  Island)  as  well  as  the  fact  that 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent  which  ended  the  War  of  1812,  reaffirmed  the  notion  set 
out  by  the  lay  Treaty  of  1790  that  the  border  was  not  supposed  to  affect 
our  people  in  any  way.  Even  today,  our  people  live  in  our  original 
homelands  which  today  happen  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  US  and  Canada. 
The  United  States  has  to  honour  our  freedom  to  enter  the  US  because  they 
were  parties  to  the  lay  Treaty  and  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  but  Canada 
continues  to  insist  they  are  not  bound  by  agreements  made  by  Great  Britain, 
before  the  British  colonies  joined  to  break  away.  Rooted  in  the  past, 
this  sort  of  thing  continues  to  impact  us  today.  For  example,  there  is  a 
Canadian  Customs  port  located  on  our  Island. 

We  are  always  being  harassed  when  we  cross  the  river  and  come  back  home. 

When  I was  a child,  I can  remember  a customs  officer  threatening  to  make 
my  mother  walk  home  in  bare  feet  because  he  thought  she  bought  a new  pair 
of  shoes  in  the  U.S.  and  wearing  them  in  order  to  not  pay  duty.  Well  I 
for  one,  on  principle  refuse  to  comply  with  customs.  I never  have  and 
never  will  submit  to  paying  duty  on  anything  I purchase.  When  we  schedule 
organized  crossings,  customs  looks  the  other  way,  but  when  we  are  by 
ourselves,  they  try  to  intimidate  us.  We  just  finally  got  to  the  point 
where  we  decided  that  the  government  is  not  going  to  give  us  anything.  If 
we  believe  we  have  the  right  to  pass  freely,  we  have  to  back  it  up  by 


action.  If  we  believe  we  have  rights,  then  we  must  act  accordingly.  This 
kind  of  thinking  is  going  on  all  across  the  continent.  When  for  years, 
negotiations,  royal  commissions,  task  forces,  and  joint  consultations  have 
failed  to  remedy  our  outstanding  grievances  in  meaningful  ways,  then  I 
think  some  of  our  people  get  to  the  point  where  it  feels  like  the  only  way 
to  get  results  is  to  take  action.  I live  not  too  far  from  Ipperwash  and  I 
do  know  some  of  the  background  to  what  happened  there.  I personally  know 
some  of  the  people  involved  including  Bernard  George,  one  of  the 
individuals  who  got  beaten  up  by  the  cops  and  thrown  in  jail.  I was  also 
one  of  the  people  who  attended  the  burial  of  Dudley  George.  My  husband 
assisted  with  the  burial.  The  situation  at  Ipperwash  is  not  some  new  thing 
that  suddenly  erupted.  It  is  only  one  of  countless  disputes  that  has  been 
festering  for  years.  What  would  it  feel  like  to  you  if  your  entire 
community  was  relocated  and  your  land  was  taken  under  the  War  Measures  Act 
and  promised  that  it  would  be  returned  to  you  when  it  was  no  longer  needed 
for  defense  purposes?  Well  that  happened  50  years  ago  and  it  is  only  now 
that  that  the  Stony  Point  First  Nation  people  have  a real  hope  of  "going 
home".  However  complicated,  the  internal  issues  are,  the  fact  remains 
that  had  action  not  been  taken,  the  people  involved  would  not  be  home.  And 
how  many  lifetimes  would  it  take  for  the  memory  to  be  gone?  The 
government  wants  us  to  forget  who  we  are  and  what  they  took  from  us.  And 
if  we  take  a stand  for  our  rights,  will  they  shoot  us  too?  Our  young 
people  are  getting  impatient.  The  days  are  long  gone  when  we  will  roll 
over  and  pretend  that  all  is  well  and  buy  into  the  government  plot  to 
assimilate  us,  make  us  citizens  and  deny  us  our  rights  as  members  of  our 
own  nations.  Their  strategy  is  to  treat  these  kinds  of  "incidents"  as  law 

and  order"  issues  - not  aboriginal  and  treaty  rights  and  land  claims 

issues.  We  figured  that  out  a long  time  ago.  When  your  back  is  up 

against  the  wall  and  you  have  nowhere  to  go  and  it  feels  like  you  have  to 

justify  your  existence,  what  options  do  you  have?"  It  is  my  hope  that  100 
years  from  now  when  I have  passed  on  to  the  spirit  world,  that  Kitche 
Manitou  will  allow  me  to  return  in  spirit. 

What  I hope  to  see  are  Ojibwa,  Odawa,  Potawatomie,  Ongwe-Hungwe, 

Siksika,  Odam,  and  so  on  still  living  as  distinct,  free  peoples  in  our  own 
homelands,  speaking  our  own  languages  and  practicing  our  own  traditions  and 
lifestyles . 

In  short,  living  and  walking  freely  upon  grandmother  earth.  Is  that  so 
much  to  hope  for?  I think  not  and  so  do  many  of  our  people.  The 
difference  between  the  younger  generation  of  today  and  previous  ones  is 
that  we  no  longer  say  "yes"  to  what  officials  and  bureaucrats  tell  us.  We 
have  learned  to  say  "no".  Ovid  Mercredi,  to  the  government  of  Canada,  is 
the  one  person  that  the  government  wants  to  talk  to  about  any  of  our 
issues.  It's  the  old  "take  me  to  your  leader"  syndrome.  His  political 
clout  comes  and  goes  and  even  he  realizes  that.  The  problem  is  that  there 
is  no  mechanism  in  either  country  equipped  to  negotiate  new  treaties, 
settle  past  claims  and  make  new  alliances.  There  are  some  nations  that  do 
not  want  simple  "land  for  money"  settlements.  If  you  were  to  figure  out 
in  dollar  terms  what  the  lease  payment  would  come  to  for  Turtle  Island,  I 
don't  believe  they  could  print  enough  - yet  when  have  any  our  nations 
received  our  fair  piece  of  the  pie?  I could  go  on  but  I will  stop  for  now. 
I am  fairly  new  to  this  method  of  communication  but  I felt  I wanted  to 
respond . 


"RE : Protecting  the  ICWA"  - 

Date:  Thu,  1 Feb  1996  16:09:35  -0700 
From:  fouche@rmii.com  (Marie  Fouche) 

Sub j : Protecting  the  ICWA 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Hi  Everyone, 


I've  been  trying  to  figure  out  exactly  how  to  write  this  for  the  past  few 
weeks,  because  this  has  become  a very  emotional  issue  for  me... I'm  writing 


to  all  of  you  to  ask  for  support,  for  time  to  send  an  e-mail  message  to  the 
below  addresses  I've  included  every  day  if  you  feel  so  inclined  regarding 
the  protection  of  the  ICWA.  The  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  (ICWA)  was  passed 
into  law  by  Congress  in  November  of  1978.  The  purpose  of  this  law  was  to 
give  First  Nations  control  over  the  welfare  of  their  children.  Before  the 
law  was  passed,  literally  thousands  of  Native  American  children  were 
adopted  off  the  reservations  into  non-native  families  without  any 
considerations  to  the  ramifications  these  adoptions  could  have.  Several  of 
these  children  found  good  homes,  but  many  others  landed  within  families 
that  didn't  care  for  them,  that  abused  these  little  ones.  Many  clinical 
studies  have  been  performed  with  regards  to  the  psychological  impacts  of 
these  adoptions,  and  because  of  these  clinical  studies,  Canada  put  a 
temporary  stop  to  any  further  adoptions  of  Canadian  Indian  children.  Many 
times  these  children  were  raised  by  families  that  simply  didn't  understand 
the  need  of  their  adopted  child  to  know  and  learn  about  their  heritage. 

Many  times  the  adoption  agencies  purposely  hid  the  fact  that  the  child 
being  adopted  was  Native  American.  Many  times  families  adopted  children 
with  little  or  no  information  regarding  the  Tribe  the  child  came  from.  Many 
times  these  families  thought  that  they  were  saving  the  souls  of  these 
children  from  a certain  damnation,  and  through  their  help,  their  spirits 
would  find  their  way  to  heaven.  Their  intentions  might  have  been  good,  but 
were  misguided.  Through  my  research  I have  found  that  many  of  the  Native 
Americans  in  prison  were  adopted  off  the  rez.  Many  times  these  children 
were  taken  from  their  families  by  social  workers  who  were  trained  to 
undermine  the  self-esteem  of  the  new  mother.  Other  times  children  were 
taken  from  their  homes  without  the  parents'  consent.  The  ICWA  was  enacted 
to  put  a stop  to  all  of  this. 

Presently,  a number  of  high-profile  cases  are  challenging  the  ICWA  and 
what  being  "Indian"  means.  Two  major  cases  were  lost  recently,  and  I was 
involved  with  one  of  these  cases.  This  case  involved  Casey  who  was  adopted 
by  the  Swenson's  immediately  after  birth  without  the  Lakota  father's 
knowledge  or  consent.  The  Swenson's  did  not  notify  the  father  that  he  even 
had  a son  for  four  months.  During  the  case  the  Idaho  Supreme  Court  held  in 
the  case  of  Casey  that  a witness  needs  no  special  knowledge  of  Indian  life 
where  a professional  person  has  substantial  education  and  experience  and 
testifies  on  matters  not  implicating  cultural  bias.  Under  this  standard  the 
court  confirmed  as  "expert"  a non-Indian  witness  who  admitted  to  no 
knowledge  of  Indians  or  genetics  yet  who  testified  that  Indians  are 
genetically  inferior  to  whites.  We  lost  the  case,  and  there  is  no  chance  of 
appeal.  To  say  that  this  has  broken  all  of  hearts  is  putting  it  mildly. 

Recently,  Karen  and  Rick  Adams  lost  their  bid  to  return  their  twin  Porno 
Indian  granddaughters.  Why?  Because  the  biological  father  couldn't  prove  to 
the  courts  satisfaction  that  he  was  "Indian"  enough.  The  court  created  a 
list  of  things  Indians  who  live  off  of  the  rez  must  now  meet.  The  criteria 
goes  something  like  this ...  involvement  in  your  Tribe's  politics, 
involvement  with  your  Tribe's  religious  ceremonies,  read  Indian  newspapers, 

etc This  is  the  new  slogan  of  adoption  attorneys  across  the  country 

and  now  many  of  our  lawmakers,  many  of  our  representatives.  If  you  don't 
live  on  the  reservation,  then  you  might  not  be  considered  Indian  by  the 
courts.  The  Adams  case  is  being  appealed  to  the  California  Supreme  Court. 

The  Rosts  are  the  ones  who  adopted  the  Porno  Indian  twin  girls,  and  their 
representative.  Congresswoman  Pryce,  has  introduced  amendments  to  the  ICWA 
to  the  Subcommittee  of  Native  American  and  Insular  Affairs  to  weaken  the 
Indian  Child  Welfare  Act.  Her  proposed  amendments  to  the  ICWA  would  support 
what  adoption  attorneys  are  saying... if  you  don't  live  on  the  rez,  are  not 
an  enrolled  member  of  your  tribe,  then  you  might  not  be  considered  "Indian" 
enough . 

Currently,  there  is  a case  going  on  in  Georgia  (the  details  are  on  my  WEB 
page. .. http : //rainbow. rmii . com/~fouche)  in  which  the  couple  who  is  trying 
to  adopt  a child  is  claiming  that  the  entire  ICWA  is  unconstitutional. 

I'm  trying  to  start  a letter  writing  campaign  by  e-mail  to  protest  the 
adoption  of  these  amendments  to  the  ICWA.  I want  to  flood  the  offices  of 
these  people  with  protests  of  the  adoption  of  these  amendments,  at  least 
that's  my  hope.  First  Nations  do  not  support  these  changes  whatsoever. . .1 
have  spoken  with  many  people  from  different  Nations,  and  I have  heard  over 


and  oven  how  this  is  not  supported  by  their  communities.  So,  I've  been  asked 
to  initiate  this. 

By  tomorrow  I should  have  Congresswoman  Pryce's  proposed  amendments  loaded 
onto  my  homepage  if  you  are  interested  in  reading  this.  My  address  is 
http://rainbow.rmii.com/~fouche.  I also  have  the  entire  ICWA  on  my  page  if 
you  are  interested  in  reading  what  the  Act  actually  says. 

Congresswoman  Pryce's  e-mail  address  is:  prycel5@hr.house.gov.  I've  written 
to  Congresswoman  Pryce  several  times,  but  the  only  message  I get  from  her 
office  is  that  she  won't  respond  to  e-mail  coming  from  any  other  state  than 
Ohio.  If  anyone  from  Ohio  writes  to  her,  could  you  let  me  know  what  she 
says?  Her  phone  number  is  202-225-3121 

Senator  Glenn,  who  is  sponsoring  these  amendments,  does  not  have  a personal 
e-mail  address,  but  he  is  on  the  Aging  Committee,  and  their  e-mail  address 
is:  mailbox@aging.senate.gov 

The  Subcommittee  of  Native  American  and  Insular  Affairs  falls  under  the 
Resource  Committee  now.  The  members  of  this  committee  are: 

Don  Young  from  Alaska 

Wayne  Gilchrest  of  Maryland 

Walter  B.  Hones,  Hr.  of  North  Carolina 

Richard  (Doc)  Hastings  of  Washington 

Hack  Metcalf  of  Washington 

Hames  B.  Longley,  Hr.  of  Maine 

Eni  F.  H.  Faleomavaega  of  America  Samoa 

Dale  E.  Kilder  of  Michigan 

Pat  Williams  of  Montana 

Tim  Hohnson  of  South  Dakota 

Carlos  A.  Romero-Barcelo  of  Puerto  Rico 

Robert  A.  Underwood  of  Guam. 

None  of  these  guys  have  e-mail  addresses,  but  they  can  be  reached  at 
RESOURCE@HR.HOUSE.GOV. 

The  address  for  the  Subcommittee  on  Native  American  and  Insular  Affairs  is 
Room  1522  Longworth  House  Office  Building 
Washington,  D.C.  20515 
The  phone  number  is  202-226-7393 

The  e-mail  that  you  send  does  not  have  to  be  long  whatsoever. .. .1  point  out 
in  mine  that  is  not  their  right  or  position  to  determine  what  being 
"Indian"  is,  because  this  is  extremely  individual  to  each  an  every 
person .. .that ' s these  amendments  were  not  initiated  by  the  Native  American 
community,  and  therefore  should  not  be  considered.  Also,  I state  that  if 
they  are  to  continue  with  any  further  movement  on  these  amendments,  they 
should  travel  to  all  First  Nations  and  speak  with  the  elders,  listen  to 
what  they  have  to  say,  and  give  them  an  equal  voice  in  this. 

I'm  sorry  that  this  is  so  long,  but  if  you  have  any  further  questions, 
please  feel  free  to  e-mail  me  directly  at  fouche@rmii.com. 

Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  read  this. 

In  Lak'ech  Yelir, 

Marie  Fouche  - fouche@rmii.com 

http://rainbow.rmii.com/~fouche.  If  that  doesn't  work,  please  try 
http://www.rmii.com/~fouche  - The  Lost  Bird  Page  discusses  the  contentious 
issue  of  American  Indian  adoptions. 

"RE : Peltier:  Collection  of  letters  to  Parole  Commission"  

Date:  Wed,  31  Han  1996  17:41:13  -0600 
From:  r2jsq@vml.cc.uakron.edu 

Sub j : Peltier:  Collection  of  letters  to  Parole  Commission 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[Editorial  note:  Space  prevented  including  all  of  Hoe's 
letters.  I pray  you  will  find  one  worthy  of  sending  or 
one  that  gives  you  the  strength  to  write  and  send  a 


letter  of  your  own.] 


Here  are  several  of  the  letters  that  I have  written  to  the  U.S. 

Parole  Commission.  Feel  free  to  attach  your  name  and  address 
and 

+ send  or  fax  them 

+ e-mail  them  to  me  to  print  and  mail 

or  feel  free  to  take  whatever  ideas  or  words  you  like  out  of  them 
to  use  in  your  own  letters  to  the  Parole  Commission  or  President 
supporting  Leonard  Peltier's  release. 

-Doe  Quickie 

United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd.,  Suite  420 
Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 

FAX:  (301)  492-6694 

Dear  Commissioner, 

I am  writing  to  urge  you  to  parole  Leonard  Peltier  as  soon 
as  humanly  possible.  Never  has  a case  of  government  misconduct 
been  so  thoroughly  documented  yet  this  misconduct  at  the  same 
time  been  so  thoroughly  ignored.  The  actions  of  the  government  - 
the  FBI  in  particular  - on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  the  1972- 
1976  period  make  L.A.  Detective  Mark  Fuhrman  look  like  a boy 
scout  earning  his  citizenship  badge. 

Examples  of  the  government  misconduct  cited  above  (but  far 
from  a comprehensive  list)  include: 

* Leonard  Peltier  was  extradited  from  Canada  based  on  a 
perjured  affidavit  which  had  been  coerced  by  FBI 
agents . 

* The  judge  barred  most  of  the  overwhelming  amount  of 
evidence  in  Peltier's  defense. 

* The  judge  allowed  FBI  agents  to  perjure  themselves  by 
giving  statements  that  contradicted  their  own  written 
reports  and  their  own  testimony  at  the  earlier  trial  of 
two  other  men  who  were  acquitted. 

* An  FBI  agent  testified  about  key  ballistics  evidence 
while  his  own  memos  - suppressed  until  well  after 
Peltier's  conviction  - showed  his  testimony  to  be 
untrue. 

Leonard  Peltier  was  sentenced  to  two  consecutive  life 
sentences,  without  ever  having  a fair  trial.  Despite  FBI 
documents  demonstrating  that  the  original  evidence  against  him 
was  falsified,  he  has  been  denied  all  appeals.  The  prosecutor 
has  admitted  in  court  on  several  occasions  that  he  does  not  know 
who  shot  the  agents.  Yet  Leonard  Peltier  remains  in  prison. 

Leonard  Peltier  has  widespread  support  from  around  the 
world:  over  25  million  people  have  signed  petitions  for  his 
release:  he  has  the  support  of  over  50  members  of  the  US 
Congress,  50  members  of  the  Canadian  Parliament,  Amnesty 
International,  the  National  Association  of  Christians  and  lews. 

Bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  Nelson 
Mandela.  Also,  the  Canadian  Justice  Ministry  is  currently 
investigating  the  circumstances  of  Peltier's  extradition. 

I urge  and  beseech  you  to  immediately  remove  this  blight  on 
justice  in  the  U.S.  by  releasing  Leonard  Peltier. 

Thank  you  for  your  time.  I pray  you'll  make  a choice  for  justice 
rather  than  support  prejudice,  racism,  and  abuse  of  power. 

Sincerely, 


United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd.,  Suite  420 


Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 

FAX:  (301)  492-6694 

Dear  Commissioner, 

We  recently  began  a new  year,  traditionally  a time  of 
renewal.  I urge  you  to  do  your  part  in  renewing  justice  in  the 
United  States  by  paroling  Leonard  Peltier. 

Mr.  Peltier  has  been  wrongfully  imprisoned  for  nearly  twenty 
years.  He  is  known  internationally  as  an  American  political 
prisoner.  The  Soviet  Union  freed  Andrei  Sakarov  years  ago;  South 
Africa  freed  Nelson  Mandela.  But  Leonard  Peltier  remains 
imprisoned  - while  there  is  no  legitimate  reason  for  this  to  be 
the  case. 

If  you  do  not  believe  that  Leonard  Peltier  should  be 
immediately  freed,  then  I can  say  with  the  utmost  confidence  that 
you  simply  do  not  know  his  case  very  well.  Look  into  it  and  make 
an  informed  decision,  and  you  will  know  that  you  if  you  wish  to 
do  what  is  right  for  Leonard  Peltier,  for  American  society,  and 
for  yourself,  you  must  free  Leonard  Peltier. 

Sincerely, 


United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd.,  Suite  420 
Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 

FAX:  (301)  492-6694 

Dear  Commissioner, 

I start  this  appeal  for  Leonard  Peltier's  parole  with  a 
quote  from  the  late  Reverend  Doctor  Martin  Luther  King,  jr.  - 
"Injustice  anywhere  is  a threat  to  justice  everywhere."  Think 
about  this  for  a moment  - injustice  to  even  one  man  is  an  offense 
against  us  all,  a peril  to  each  of  us. 

Dr.  King  wrote  this  truism  in  a letter  from  a Birmingham 
jail;  he  was  being  imprisoned  for  standing  up  for  his  legal, 
constitutional,  civil  rights.  Leonard  Peltier  was  also  jailed 
for  standing  up  for  the  rights  of  himself  and  his  people.  But 
his  incarceration  was  orchestrated  in  a much  more  insidious 
fashion  - he  was  framed  for  an  act  which  the  preponderance  of 
evidence  shows  that  he  did  not  commit,  and  was  tried  in  a manner 
that  guaranteed  his  conviction,  justice  be  damned. 

I ask  you  to  consider  Dr.  King's  words  when  you  make  your 
decision  to  parole  Leonard  Peltier,  and  consider  who  he  was, 
where  he  was,  and  why  he  was  there  at  the  time  that  he  said  them. 
I urge  you  to  fulfill  your  legal  and  moral  obligation  to  free 
Leonard  Peltier. 

Sincerely, 


United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd.,  Suite  420 
Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 

Dear  Commissioner, 

Had  anyone  come  to  me  several  years  back  and  told  me  of  a 
"government  conspiracy"  against  Leonard  Peltier,  against  the 
American  Indian  Movement,  or  against  civil  rights  leaders  I 
surely  would  have  thought  that  person  to  be  delusional  or 
suffering  from  some  type  of  paranoid  disorder.  I would  not  have 
thought  it  possible  that  agencies  of  our  own  federal  government 
would  be  involved  in  any  such  activities  outside  of  the  movies. 

I wish  that  were  true  today  and  represented  the  political 


reality  of  this  country,  but  I've  seen  much  too  much  since  then 
to  harbor  or  maintain  such  naivete.  There  is  an  overwhelming 
amount  of  evidence  that  Leonard  Peltier  did  not  and  could  not 
have  had  a fair  trial;  that  the  judge,  prosecutor,  and  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation  acted  in  collusion  to  insure  his 
conviction,  often  acting  well  outside  of  their  legal  parameters; 
that  the  FBI  was  involved  - as  evidenced  by  its  own  internal 
documents  - in  a war  of  repression  against  individuals  and  groups 
calling  out  for  reform. 

I understand  reluctance  to  see  any  government  agencies  as 
anything  other  than  "the  good  guys,"  making  anything  they 
attacked  the  "bad  guys."  But  - again  by  its  own  internal 
documents  - the  "bad  guys"  that  the  FBI  battled  to  "neutralize" 
included  Dane  Fonda;  Reverend  Martin  Luther  King,  jr.;  and 
student  protesters,  among  a myriad  of  others.  The  pursuit  of 
civil  rights  should  never  have  made  anyone  a target  of  the 
government . 

But  this  is  precisely  what  made  Mr.  Peltier  a target  of  the 
FBI,  and  what  directly  brought  about  his  conviction.  In  the 
words  of  Dudge  Fred  Nichol,  after  presiding  over  the  Wounded  Knee 
Leadership  Trial,  "...  the  FBI  [was]  determined  to  get  the  AIM 
movement  and  completely  destroy  it"  (quoted  in  NY  Times,  Sept. 

17,  1974). 

This  injustice  cannot  be  reversed  - Mr.  Peltier  has  spent 
nearly  twenty  years  of  his  life  in  federal  prisons.  But  it  must 
be  addressed  an  mitigated  to  the  greatest  extent  it  can  be  - and 
this  means  freeing  Mr.  Peltier  at  the  earliest  possible  time.  I 
urge  you  to  make  a move  for  justice  rather  than  bring  the  stain 
of  corruption  onto  yourself.  I beseech  you  to  parole  Leonard 
Peltier. 

Sincerely, 


United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd.,  Suite  420 
Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 

FAX:  (301)  492-6694 

Dear  Commissioner, 

The  bulk  of  this  letter  comprises  only  of  two  quotations 
from  the  Boston  College  Law  Review  article  "Guilty  Until  Proven 
Innocent:  Leonard  Peltier  and  the  Sublegal  System"  (Duly  1993). 

I hope  they  will  provide  serious  "food  for  thought"  as  ponder  the 
decision  to  free  Leonard  Peltier. 

Imprisonment,  such  as  in  the  case  of  Leonard  Pelter, 
resulting  from  perjured  or  concealed  testimony  knowingly 
used  of  withheld  by  state  authorities,  is  inconsistent  with 
the  rudimentary  demands  of  justice  and  constitutes  a 
deprivation  of  rights  guaranteed  by  the  federal  Constitution 
[p.  930]. 

The  extradition,  prosecution,  and  affirmations  of  conviction 
of  Leonard  Peltier  demonstrate  not  only  the  fundamental 
injustice  possible  in  our  legal  system,  but  also  the  failure 
of  the  Bagley  standard  to  correct  those  faults.  Due  to 
stringent  standards  and  the  ease  with  which  crucial  evidence 
may  be  concealed,  Leonard  Peltier  has  become  one  of  the 
victims  of  a sublegal  system,  where  citizens  are 
functionally  guilty  until  proven  innocent.  A judicial 
system  that  affirms  a conviction  obtained  through  the  most 
questionable  of  means,  while  the  affirming  judge  feels 
compelled  to  ask  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
pardon  the  convicted,  is  a system  that  has  failed  in  its 
quest  for  justice  [p.  934-935]. 


It  is  now  up  to  the  Parole  Commission  to  mitigate  this 
failure  of  the  system  in  its  quest  for  justice.  I urge  you  to 
make  the  only  legally,  morally,  and  ethically  correct  choice  in 
this  matter  - side  with  justice  and  parole  Leonard  Peltier. 

Sincerely, 


United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd.,  Suite  420 
Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 

Dear  Commissioner, 

Leonard  Peltier  has  widespread  support  from  around  the 
world:  over  25  million  people  have  signed  petitions  for  his 
release;  he  has  the  support  of  over  50  members  of  the  US 
Congress,  50  members  of  the  Canadian  Parliament,  Amnesty 
International,  the  National  Association  of  Christians  and  lews. 
Bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  Nelson 
Mandela;  and  the  Canadian  Justice  Ministry  is  currently 
investigating  the  circumstances  of  Peltier's  extradition. 

I bring  this  up  to  point  out  that  Mr.  Peltier's  is  an 
extraordinary  case;  if  justice  were  being  served  by  Mr.  Peltier's 
incarceration,  it  would  not  be  possible  for  this  type  of  support 
for  his  freedom  to  have  emerged. 

I join  these  millions  of  people  who  have  called  for  freedom 
for  Mr.  Peltier  by  urging  you  to  parole  him  immediately. 

Sincerely, 


United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd.,  Suite  420 
Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 

FAX:  (301)  492-6694 

Dear  Commissioner, 

Millions  of  people  have  called  for  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier's  release  from 
imprisonment.  You  may  ask  yourself  "Why  should  Mr.  Peltier  be  freed?"  Were 
you  to  ask  me,  this  is  how  I would  answer  that  question,  without 
hesitation . . 

Because  he  is  innocent.  The  overwhelming  evidence  of  Mr.  Peltier's  case 
shows  that  he  should  never  have  been  imprisoned  in  the  first  place. 

Because  this  is  an  extraordinary  case.  Nearly  every  inmate  claims 
innocence,  but  how  many  have  passed  through  your  office  that  have  had 
millions  of  people  petition  for  their  freedom,  that  have  members  of  the  U.S. 
Congress  and  several  foreign  parliament's  calling  out  for  their  release. 

Mr.  Peltier's  is  an  extraordinary  case,  and  warrants  extraordinary  action. 

It  warrants  his  immediate  release. 

Because  people  such  as  Mr.  Peltier  are  needed  in  our  society.  Fie  is 
engaging  in  helping  people  even  from  the  confines  of  a prison  cell. 

Because  justice  should  be  served.  This  is  fundamental  to  our  nation,  and 
our  world.  You  would  not  be  taking  part  in  the  judicial  system  without 
endorsing  a belief  in  justice. 

To  reject  the  corruption  that  put  Mr.  Peltier  behind  bars.  If  you 
knowingly  keep  an  innocent  man  imprisoned  while  having  the  power  to  release 
him,  you  nourish  and  become  a part  of  that  depravity. 

Because  it  is  damaging  to  you  and  to  us  all  for  this  taint  on  our  system 
and  our  world  to  persevere.  In  the  words  of  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr., 
"Injustice  anywhere  is  a threat  to  justice  everywhere."  Mr.  Peltier's 
wrongful  imprisonment  affects  us  all,  hurts  us  all. 

Because  the  U.S.  holds  itself  as  a world  leader  for  human  rights.  The 
United  States  of  America  is  not  supposed  to  have  political  prisoners.  But 
this  is  exactly  what  the  facts  of  Mr.  Peltier's  situation  bear  out.  It  is 
hypocritical  in  the  extreme  to  demand  the  release  of  other  countries' 


political  prisoners  while  holding  one's  own. 

For  these  reasons,  you  must  parole  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier  immediately.  I 
pray  you  will  do  so. 

Sincerely, 


United  States  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd.,  Suite  420 
Chevy  Chase,  MD.  20815 

Dear  Commissioner, 

Although  the  format  of  the  following  letter  may  be  unorthodox,  it's 
message  is  striking,  even  for  a long-time  supporter  of  Mr.  Peltier's  such  as 
myself.  Please  read  the  quotations  presented  below,  and  consider  their 
sources . 

TOP  TEN  REASONS  LEONARD  PELTIER  SHOULD  BE  FREED, 

IN  THE  WORDS  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT... 

10.  "The  United  States  government  must  share  in  the  responsibility  for  the 
Dune  26  firefight...  It  appeared  that  the  FBI  was  equally  to  blame  for 
the  shootout ..." 

- Gerald  Heaney,  Senior  Dudge  in  the  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals, 
in  a letter  supporting  clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

9.  "We  can't  prove  who  shot  those  agents...  Aiding  and  abetting  whoever  did 
the  final  shooting.  Perhaps  aiding  and  abetting  himself.  And  hopefully 
the  jury  would  believe  that  in  effect  he  had  done  it  all.  But  aiding 
and  abetting  nevertheless." 

-Prosecutor  Lynn  Crooks  in  Court  of  Appeals,  October  15,  1985. 

8.  "But  can't  you  see...  that  what  happened  happened  in  such  a way  that  it 
gives  some  credence  to  the  claim...  that  the  United  States  is  willing  to 
resort  to  any  tactic  in  order  to  bring  somebody  back  to  the  United 
States  from  Canada.  And  if  they  are  willing  to  do  that,  they  must  be 
willing  to  fabricate  evidence  as  well." 

-Dudge  Donald  Ross,  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  referring  to  the 
coerced  and  perjured  affidavits  used  to  extradite  Leonard  Peltier  from 
Canada.  Transcript  of  the  proceedings  (oral  arguments)  in  US  v.  Peltier, 
CR  C77-3003  "Motion  to  Vacate  Dudgement  and  for  a New  Trial,"  at  7326-7. 
7.  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  teletype  dated  October  2,  1975, 

indicating  that  (FBI  ballistics  expert)  Evan  Hodge  had  performed  a 
firing  pin  test  on  the  Wichita  AR-15  (claimed  by  the  government  to  have 
been  Leonard  Peltier's)  immediately  after  he  received  it  and  compared  it 
to  the  cartridges  found  at  the  scene.  Contrary  to  his  trial  testimony 
that  the  test  was  inconclusive,  this  memo  conclusively  stated  that  the 
rifle  contained  "a  different  firing  pin"  from  the  weapon  used  in  the 
firefight.  This  exculpatory  evidence  was  withheld  from  the  defense,  and 
only  discovered  years  after  the  trial  with  the  release  of  documents  via 
the  Freedom  of  Information  Act. 

6.  "There  are  only  two  alternatives...  to  the  government's  contention  that 
the  .223  casing  was  ejected  into  the  trunk  of  Coler's  car  when  the 
Wichita  AR-15  was  fired  at  the  agents.  One  alternative  is  that  the  .223 
casing  was  planted  in  the  trunk  of  Coler's  car  either  before  its 
discovery  by  the  investigating  agents  or  by  the  agents  who  reported  the 
discovery.  The  other  alternative  is  that  a non-matching  casing  was 
originally  found  in  the  trunk  and  sent  to  the  FBI  laboratory,  only  to  be 
replaced  by  a matching  casing  when  the  importance  of  a match  to  the 
Wichita  AR-15  became  evident." 

- Dudges  of  the  Appeals  panel.  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals, 
"Appeal  from  the  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  District  of  North  Dakota," 
op.  cit.,  p.  16. 

The  Court  recognized  that  key  evidence  against  Leonard  Peltier  could 
only  have  been  fabricated,  but  went  on  to  say  "We  recognize  that  there 
is  evidence  in  this  record  of  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  some  FBI 
agents,  but  we  are  reluctant  to  impute  even  further  improprieties  to 
them. " 


5. 


The  jury  agreed  with  the  defense  contention  that  an  atmosphere  of  fear 
and  violence  exists  on  the  reservation,  and  that  the  defendants  arguably 
could  have  been  shooting  in  self-defense.  While  it  was  shown  that  the 
defendants  [Dino  Butler  and  Bob  Robideau]  were  firing  guns  in  the 
direction  of  the  agents,  it  was  held  that  this  was  not  excessive  in  the 
heat  of  passion." 

-Jury  Foreman  Robert  Bolin,  after  the  acquittal  of  Butler  and 
Robideau  for  their  roles  in  the  firefight. 

4.  Leonard  Peltier  was  targeted  for  "neutralization"  by  the  FBI  years 
before  the  firefight;  in  1972  two  off-duty  Milwaukee  police  officers 
beat  Peltier  and  then  had  him  charged  with  attempted  murder.  This 
occurred  after  one  of  the  officers  had  shown  a picture  of  Peltier  to  his 
girlfriend  and  boasted  of  "catching  a big  one  for  the  FBI."  (U.S.  v. 
Peltier,  CR  77-3003-1,  U.S.  Court  for  the  District  of  North  Dakota, 
November,  1990,  p.  12). 

Both  incidents  were  entirely  consistent  with  the  FBI's  COINTEL 
program,  which  targeted  any  individuals  or  groups  with  political  voices. 
3.  "...[L]ittle  has  been  done  to  solve  numerous  murders  on  the  reservation, 
but  when  two  white  men  are  killed  'troops'  are  brought  in  from  all  over 
the  country  at  a cost  of  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars." 

- Civil  Rights  Commission  Chairman  Arthur  3.  Flemming  on  the  reaction 
to  the  FBI  agents'  deaths  in  (his  words  again),  "an  extreme  over- 
reaction which  takes  on  aspects  of  a vendetta... a full  scale  military 
type  invasion"  of  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation. 

2.  "...  the  FBI  [was]  determined  to  get  the  AIM  movement  and  completely 

destroy  it . " 

-Judge  Fred  Nichol,  after  presiding  over  the  "Wounded  Knee  Leadership 
Trial,"  quoted  in  NY  Times,  Sept.  17,  1974. 

1.  "We  don't  know  who  shot  those  agents" 

- Prosecutor  Lynn  Crooks  in  Court  of  Appeals,  Nov.  9,  1992,  p.  12  of 
oral  arguments  transcript. 

I urge  you  to  eradicate  the  continuance  of  this  longstanding  injustice 
rather  than  embrace  and  support  the  corruption  from  which  it  grew.  I urge 
you  to  free  Leonard  Peltier  as  soon  as  humanly  possible. 

Sincerely, 


"RE : A Tribal  College  Supports  Orfield"  

Date:  Tue,  6 Feb  1996  16:00:23  CST 

From:  rmyers@asab.fdl . cc .mn . us  (Rick  Myers) 

Sub j : A Tribal  College  Supports  Myron  Orfield 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

-Please  Forward 

To  whom  it  may  concern: 

On  Tuesday  February  6,  1996,  the  FDL/TCC  Student  Senate  will  leave  the 
ever-growing  Fond  du  Lac  Tribal  & Community  College  (Cloquet,  MN)  to  make 
its  way  to  Minnesota's  Capitol  to  support  Rep.  Myron  Orfield  (DFL)  in  his 
fight  to  pass  his  tuition  relief  bill  to  be  officially  introduced  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  of  Represenatives  on  Wednesday  February  7,  1996. 

Also,  at  this  time  the  FDL/TCC  Student  Senate  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  lobby  Rep.  Henry  Kalis  (DFL),  who  strongly  opposes  for  their  college  to 
receive  a bond  for  expansion  into  housing. 

In  less  than  half  a decade,  this  college  has  expanded  and  helped  Cloquet, 
MN,  grow.  The  economy  in  this  small  town  has  risen  and  these  results  are 
not  known  to  Rep.  Henry  Kalis,  so  action  must  be  taken  now,  because 
without  this  bond  we  can't  expand  and  give  the  oppurtunity  to  future 
students  to  come. 

Please,  if  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns,  do  not  hesitate  to  direct 
them  towards  me  or  call  Jack  Briggs,  FDL/TCC  President,  at  (218)  879-0800. 


Cordially, 

Mr.  Rick  R.  Myers 

FDL/TCC  Student  Senate  Tribal  Affairs  Liaison 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Chiapas-L,  ROOTS-L,  NATCFIAT  & NATIVE-L 
list servers;  WebSite:  http: / /www. web stories . com/indian/ interv.html 
Newsgroups : ape . indig. info , alt . native, soc . culture. native, alt . lawyers, 
alt. activism. death-penalty, alt . peace;  Chautauqua  Newsletter; 

UUCP  & Genie  (General  Electric)  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http : //web . maxwell . syr . edu/nativeweb/ journals/nanews 

"Congress  has  had  quite  a time  with  the  Budget.  There's  things  out 
there  that  you  had  no  idea  existed.  Take,  for  example  the  Dept,  of 
Justice,  it  costs  of  Billions  of  dollars.  In  fact.  Justice  is  about 
the  cheapest  thing  we  got  on  our  list.  Maybe  that's  why  we  don't  get 
any  more  of  it . " 

"I'm  in  favor  of  paying  more  for  Justice  and  naming  some  of  the  people 
that  ought  to  have  what's  coming  to  'em." 

Will  Rogers,  Cherokee 


+_  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe,  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  j 
| of  the  Republic  \ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

In  my  mind  I see  a picture  of  a board  meeting  of  land  developers 
taking  place  in  a tall  building  in  Portland,  Oregon.  They  are  lamenting 
the  work  stoppage  imposed  by  the  floods,  and  wondering  what  they 
should  do  next. 

If  this  scene  is  actually  occurring,  as  I suspect  it  is,  I have  a modest 
suggestion . 

Forget  your  $700  per  weekend  workshops  on  disaster  recovery.  Lay  down 
that  fine  grained  notebook  you  were  given. 

Listen  to  your  Mother. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 
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"RE : Following  The  Sunbow"  

Date:  Sat,  10  Feb  1996  00:24:40  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna@rain .org> 

- Forward  of  email  by  Liz  Dominguez 
Sub j : Following  The  Sunbow 

UUCP  email 

Often  we  ponder  the  idea  of  world  peace,  yet  we  find  that  in  trying  to 
bring  this  unfathomed  task  to  a reality  can  overwhelm  us  with  masses  of 
responsibility.  In  turn  we  give  up,  or  maybe  never  even  contemplate 
attempting  to  bring  unity  amongst  ourselves.  Speaking  for  myself,  I have 
always  found  this  a difficult  procedure  although  challenging  it  may,  I am 
compelled  to  trudge  the  road  of  conflict. 

Two  months  ago  I was  told  by  one  of  my  elders  of  a group  of  Native 
brothers  and  sisters  that  were  on  a eight  month  trek  on  foot  across  The 
United  States  to  represent  peace  and  unity  amongst  us  as  the  Keepers  of 
the  Western  Gate,  original  inhabitants  of  Turtle  Island,  also  known  as 
the  The  Chumash  Indians.  This  group's  leader  is  known  as  "Chief  William 
Commanda"  of  the  Algonquin  Nation,  carrier  of  the  Wampum  Belts.  William 


gars@genie.geis.com 
gars@netcom . com 
gars@igc.apc.org 


had  a vision  of  which  he  was  told  to  bring  sacred  medicine  to  the  land 
of  the  keepers  of  the  western  gate  and  bury  it  there.  In  doing  this 
would  bring  peace  and  harmony  amongst  us. 

On  Dune  23,  1995  the  group  of  nearly  fifty  set  out  on  foot  to  begin 
their  journey.  There  in  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts  is  where  they  took  their 
first  step.  The  group  actually  walked  this  long  distance,  encountering 
many  difficult  obstacles  along  the  way.  The  group  maintained  self- 
sufficiency  throughout  all  phases  of  their  journey. 

They  relied  on  donations  of  food  to  keep  theirselves  nourished,  they 
slept  at  public  parks  and  campsites,  sometimes  even  on  the  side  of  the 
road  in  which  they  traveled  on.  They  maintained  an  average  of  walking 
thirty  miles  a day,  only  stopping  long  enough  to  eat  and  sleep.  They 
encountered  many  hardships  such  as  rough  weather  conditions.  Unwelcomed 
were  they  amongst  some  people  who  could  not  comprehend  any  one  in  their 
right  mind  walking  across  the  nation  in  hopes  of  bringing  together  the 
human  race  as  a one  and  equal  entity. 

Determined  and  untouchable  were  the  spirits  of  these  peacemakers,  they 
continued  forward  never  doubting  the  power  of  the  Creator  and  his  ability 
to  protect  those  whom  seek  peace  unconditionally.  Their  focus  of 
determination  was  to  make  sure  that  the  sacred  medicine  was  safely 
delivered  and  buried  on  Chumash  Land,  a place  and  people  most  of  the 
walkers  had  never  known  of,  but  still  proceeded  ahead. 

The  group  arrived  here  in  Santa  Barbara  in  the  last  week  of  Danuary  1996, 
tired  and  filthy  from  not  having  adequate  hygiene  facilities  available  to 
them  along  the  way.  Enthralled  with  joy  and  humble  pride,  for  they  had 
just  accomplished  a feat  that  is  unheard  of  in  todays  society.  Immediate 
I filled  with  the  same  emotions,  for  like  these  people  I too  walk  the 
same  path,  as  in  that  I too  would  do  anything  to  bring  peace  amongst  my 
people,  but  only  in  a way  that  could  be  honored  such  as  they  had  done. 

Quickly  word  got  around  that  this  group  of  non-Chumash  were  here  wanting 
to  bury  medicine  in  our  sacred  land.  Point  Conception.  We  believe  that 
when  we  die  our  spirit  must  pass  through  the  Western  Gate  which  sits  at 
Point  Conception,  if  we  don't  our  souls  will  walk  endlessly  upon  Mother 
Earth  for  eternity. 

Since  no  representative  of  this  group  had  arrived  ahead  to  ask 
permission  as  had  been  planned,  a radical  group  of  Chumash  began  to  form, 
accusing  the  group  of  wanting  to  close  our  Western  Gate  by  burying  their 
medicine  upon  it.  The  young  radicals  threatened  the  group.  The  Chumash 
are  of  peaceful  people  and  this  radical  group  was  not  representing  us  in 
the  right  way.  It  was  then  that  I knew  I must  find  this  group  that 
trudged  across  the  Nation  to  see  us,  in  hopes  that  I could  assure  them 
that  in  fact  we  are  peaceful  people  and  this  radical  group  could  be 
convinced  to  halt  their  plan  of  action  if  the  right  words  were  said. 

An  elder  from  my  tribe  and  I found  the  lonely  group  out  at  a campground 
located  in  Ojai.  It  was  late  at  night  when  we  arrived.  A man  stood  post 
at  the  entrance  to  the  camp,  for  they  feared  for  their  lives.  We  told 
the  man  who  we  were  and  that  we  come  in  peace  and  want  to  welcome  the 
group  to  our  land.  He  then  lead  us  to  the  campfire  in  which  they  huddled 
close  to  one  another  trying  to  keep  warm.  After  introductions  of 
ourselves  and  our  reasons  for  coming,  their  dissolutioned  faces  lit  up 
with  a renewal  of  faith  for  all  was  not  in  vain!  They  scampered  quickly 
to  make  their  guests  comfortable.  They  gave  us  the  blankets  off  their 
backs  to  assure  that  we  were  warm.  The  woman  scurried  off  to  make  hot 
coffee  for  us. 

Never  in  my  lifetime  have  I ever  felt  so  accepted  and  appreciated  for 
simply  caring  in  the  way  that  I have  been  taught.  We  sat  around  the 
campfire  for  two  hours  that  night  sharing  stories,  exchanging  our 
traditions,  ultimately  embracing  in  hopes  of  peace.  I then  made  a choice 
to  stand  behind  these  people  100%,  for  I too  wanted  my  people  to  unite. 

My  battle  seemed  impossible  to  most  people,  but  not  to  me,  for  I know 
that  Creator  would  protect  me  and  these  people  if  I went  about  it  the 
right  way. 

I got  together  with  a fellow  tribesman  of  mine  who  had  located  a 
campsite  in  the  mountains  in  which  these  people  could  retreat  while  we  as 
a group  of  three  locals  tried  to  bring  the  radical  group  to  their  senses. 


The  next  morning  I escorted  the  caravan  of  fifteen  cars  up  to  the  secluded 
camp.  I felt  as  though  I truly  was  doing  something  that  Creator  would 
approve  of.  We  got  to  camp  safely,  everyone  felt  better,  but  there  was 
still  the  young  radicals  out  there  that  had  to  be  dealt  with  and  it  was  a 
matter  of  time  before  they  would  find  the  camp.  I went  home  and  sang  our 
sacred  songs  to  the  four  directions.  I gave  a tobacco  offering  and 
prayer  to  Creator  and  thanked  him  for  all  that  he  has  given  me  and  I 
asked  him  for  only  one  thing,  to  be  able  to  make  right  of  this  situation. 

I began  my  mission  by  conferring  more  with  my  elder  and  fellow  tribesmen 
about  this  matter.  I asked  a lot  of  questions  from  people  directly 
involved  in  this  only  to  find  I was  pretty  much  on  a solo  mission.  My 
elder  did  what  she  could  by  attending  a meeting  that  the  radicals  had 
formed  amongst  theirselves  and  to  their  surprise  found  that  all  bands  of 
Chumash  had  a common  interest  in  that  they  attended  the  meeting  also. 

This  was  a miracle  in  itself  for  never  had  the  different  bands  gathered 
in  the  same  place  to  discuss  any  type  of  matter  as  a whole  Nation.  Also 
present  a this  meeting  was  Chief  William  Commanda  himself!  accompanied 
by  his  daughter  Princess  Evelyn.  Unnoticed  was  the  greatness  of  this 
historical  event  by  the  radical  group,  but  yet  seen  only  as  more  of  a 
threat . 

For  the  next  few  days  I spent  time  with  the  peaceful  groups  and  their 
Chief.  I learned  more  and  still  more  about  their  goals  and  was  even  more 
convinced  and  determined  to  continue  to  make  peace  with  my  defiant 
brothers.  There  is  not  anyone  who  would  stand  up  to  them,  for  they  are 
loud  in  mouth,  but  not  in  word.  To  me  that  was  a door  that  stared  me  in 
the  face  saying  "Open!  For  you  shall  walk  in  peace  together."  I picked 
the  phone  up  and  called  the  leader  of  the  radical  group.  I explained  to 
him  the  sorrow  I felt  in  my  heart,  for  that  our  people  were  separate  and 
in  order  for  us  to  be  a strong  Nation  we  must  put  yesterday  to  sleep  and 
wake  up  today.  He  finally  could  see  the  light  and  agreed  to  call  off  his 
men  and  assured  me  that  no  harm  would  come  to  these  peacemakers.  "Let 
them  walk  home  in  peace  as  the  way  they  came,"  he  said. 

I went  to  the  campground  where  I met  with  the  Chief  and  his  group.  I 
told  them  the  good  news  and  their  faces  lit  up  brighter  then  I had  ever 
seen!  For  they  were  saved!  We  celebrated  into  the  night,  singing, 
dancing  and  playing  games.  The  next  day  the  headman  of  the  walkers  came 
to  me  and  told  me  of  how  while  on  their  journey  they  had  stopped  in 
Virginia.  There  he  met  a spiritual  man  that  he  sweated  with.  After  they 
were  through  sweating  the  spiritual  man  told  the  headman  that  when  he  got 
to  his  destination  he  would  meet  someone  very  special  there  and  he  would 
know  who  this  person  would  be  when  he  met  him/her,  and  when  he  found  that 
person  to  give  this  sacred  drum,  for  that  person  will  have  earned  it. 

This  sacred  drum  was  given  to  me!  I am  deeply  honored.  I have 
struggled  in  life  trying  to  find  happiness  and  peace  within  myself,  always 
taking  the  wrong  path.  Until  two  years  ago  when  I chose  to  walk  the  Red 
Road,  my  destination?  peace.  I feel  I have  truly  begun  my  journey  with 
having  had  been  chosen  by  the  Creator  to  do  what  I have  done  in  the  last 
week.  Imagine  what  could  be  accomplished  if  we  all  apply  ourselves  in 
the  same  positive  manner.  I am  surely  going  to  share  what  I have  learned 
with  everyone  I meet,  regardless  of  what  color  their  skin  is. 

The  peaceful  group  is  now  on  their  way  back  to  their  homes.  We  bid  them 
farewell  by  holding  a ceremony  to  also  complete  the  vision  of  Chief 
William.  As  the  drummer  slowly  beat  the  drum  one  by  one  they  drove  in 
the  direction  from  which  they  came,  to  not  be  forgotten,  but  to  always 
remember  the  message  that  they  carried  from  so  far  away  and  to  keep  it 
burning  in  our  hearts  as  also  does  the  flame  of  the  Sacred  Fire  continue 
to  light  our  way.  For  the  task  of  obtaining  peace  is  not  so  hard  after 


Liz  Dominguez 

Daughter  of  Tribal  Chairman  of  the  Santa  Ynez  Indian  Reservation 

Date:  Mon,  12  Feb  1996  14:54:12  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna@rain .org> 


Liz  did  not  point  out  the  obvious:  They  did  bury  their  medicine  (not 
mentioning  where),  and  they  held  a wonderful  closing  ceremony  at  SB's  East 
Beach.  Liz  and  Grandfather's  daughter  dipped  the  belt  in  the  waves  after 
the  ceremony  and  laid  it  by  the  drums. 

About  40-55  native  and  non-native  adults  and  children  participated. 
Susanna 


"RE : Peltier:  The  FBI  Files"  

Date:  Fri,  9 Feb  96  16:49:23  GMT 
From:  lpdc@idir.net  (Lisa  Faruolo) 

Sub j : New  From  LEONARD  PELTIER 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, alt . activism. death -penalty, 
alt . lawyers, alt . peace 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  is  proud  to  make  available: 

THE  FBI  FILES. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  case  Leonard  Peltier  the  documentation  from  the 
FBI  that  shows  Peltier's  innocence  is  now  available  to  the  public.  Through 
the  Freedom  of  Information  Act  (FOIA)  lawsuit  in  1981  the  FBI  released 
thousands  of  their  reports  in  the  investigation  of  the  "Resmurs" 

(reservation  murders)  case.  In  this  comprehensive  and  professionally  bound 
booklet  of  over  100  pages  the  FBI's  own  documents  are  examined  and  exposed 
for  the  illegal  tactics  they  have  used  against  the  American  Indian  Movement 
and  Leonard  Peltier.  Along  with  the  compilation  of  the  FIOA  documents  is  an 
important  case  study  of  what  led  up  to  the  shoot-out  on  Dune  26,  1975, 
various  letters  of  support  from  invaluable  political  sources,  samples  of 
submissions  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  the  Parole  Commission,  a statement 
from  Leonard  Peltier,  and  most  importantly  what  YOU  can  do  to  help  free 
Leonard  Peltier. 

Please  contribute  to  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  and  help  educate 
the  masses  by  placing  your  order. 

"THE  FBI  FILES"  are  $5.00  plus  $2.00  shipping  (per  booklet).  Orders  of 
over  10  are  $3.00  per  booklet. 

We  accept  checks,  money  orders.  Visa  and  Master  Card 
(please  include  phone  # and  exp.  date). 

Send  to: 

LPDC,  P.0.  Box  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044,  (P)  913-842-5774  (F)  913-842-5796 

- "RE:  Emergency:  Paha  Sapa  (Black  Hills)"  

Date:  Fri,  9 Feb  1996  09:10:50  -0800 
From:  Wanbli  Sapa  <icabu@ix.netcom.com> 

Sub j : *EMERGENCY*  HELP  REQUESTED 

UUCP  email 

Hau  Mitakolapi  (hello  my  friends) ! 

My  elders  have  made  an  urgent  request  of  the  highest  priority,  and  I am 
asking  you  for  your  assistance.  Apparently  there  is  legislation  being 
drafted  within  the  Department  of  Interior  that  will  release  Docket  74a 
monies  to  several  bands  of  Dakota  and  Lakota.  These  monies  were  authorized 
as  "payment"  to  my  people  for  the  U.S.  Government's  theft  of  the  Black  Hills 
from  us.  We  rejected  these  monies  at  the  time  they  were  offered  because  we 
want  the  Black  Hills  back,  not  bribery  money  to  accept  their  theft.  The 
monies  have  been  left  in  an  interest-bearing  account  by  the  U.S.  Government 
since  then.  Periodically,  the  U.S.  Government  tries  again  to  get  us  to 
accept  this  bribe,  and  apparently  this  current  effort  is  the  latest  attempt. 

When  my  elders  contacted  me  last  night  with  this,  they  indicated  that  this 
was  a "proposed  bill  in  the  Department  of  Interior".  This  morning, 
searching,  I have  found  no  bill  with  the  words  "Docket  74a"  or  "Black  Hills" 
in  it  via  Thomas,  various  Web  search  engines  in  their  government  sections. 


or  in  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

I NEED  YOUR  IMMEDIATE  HELP!!!!  Can  you  please  help  me  track  this  down?  We 
cannot  let  the  U.S.  Government  succeed  in  its  current  attempt  just  because 
we  cannot  find  the  bill/resolution  or  whatever  it  is.  I am  hoping  that  some 
of  you  are  more  sophisticated  in  your  knowledge  of  how  to  find  such 
information  and  that  your  help  will  result  in  a copy  of  this  material. 

TIME  IS  CRITICAL.  MY  ELDERS  MUST  HAVE  THIS  INFORMATION  IMMEDIATELY  SO  THAT 
THEY  CAN  TAKE  STEPS  TO  STOP  THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  FROM  CLEARING  ITS  CONSCIENCE 
FOR  THE  THEFT  BY  PAYING  US  OFF. 

Wopilatichelo  tanka  (a  great  deal  of  sacred  thanks)! 

Mitakuye  Oyasin  (All  Are  My  Relations) ! 

Wanbli  Sapa  (Black  Eagle) 

One  Earth,  One  Life  Endeavors 
icabu@ix . net com . com 

| ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | ><  | 

Appalled  by  the  denigrating  poverty  of  my  people,  who  live  on  a richly 
endowed  land,  distressed  by  their  political  marginalization  and  economic 
strangulation,  angered  by  the  devastation  of  their  land,  their  ultimate 
heritage,  anxious  to  preserve  their  right  to  life,  and  to  a decent  living, 
and  determined  to  usher  to  this  country  as  a whole  a fair  and  just 
democratic  system  which  protects  everyone  and  every  ethnic  group  and  gives 
us  all  a valid  claim  to  human  civilization,  I have  devoted  my  intellectual 
and  material  resources,  my  very  life,  to  a cause  in  which  I have  total 
belief  and  from  which  I cannot  be  blackmailed  or  intimidated. 

-Ken  Saro-Wiwa,  executed  Nov.  10,  1995,  by  Nigerian  Government. 

| x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | x | 

http: //www. sover . net/~jsd/WKmasscre . html 
Wounded  Knee  Home  Page  (compliments  of  First  Nations/First  People  Homepage) 

"RE : Urgent:  Prarie  Island"  

Date:  Fri,  9 Feb  1996  09:34:38  -0500 

From:  Ondamitag@aol.com 

Sub j : Press  Release  - Prairie  Island 

UUCP  email 

Subject:  IEN  URGENT  PRESS  RELEASE  - PRAIRIE  ISLAND 

THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  IS  BEING  POSTED  AT  THE  REQUEST  OF: 

THE  INDIGENOUS  ENVIRONMENTAL  NETWORK 
Indigenous  Environmental  Network 
P.O.  485 

Bemidji,  MN.  56601 
ph:  1-218-751-4967 
fax:1-218-751-0561 
ien@igc . ape .org 
PRESS  RELEASE  - URGENT 

Contact:  3udy  Fairbanks,  Indigenous  Environmental  Network. 

(218)  751-4967  - voice 
(218)  751-0561  - fax 

Date:  February  6,  1996 

NATIONAL  INDIAN  ENVIRONMENTAL  GROUP  CHARGES  NSP  WITH  ENVIRONMENTAL  RACISM 
AND  AGITATING  DISUNITY  AMONG  TRIBAL  MEMBERS  ABD  ENVIRONMENTALISTS 

Bemidji,  MN  - "The  proposal,  made  by  Northern  States  Power  Utility 
Company,  in  relation  to  the  Mdewakanton  Dakota  community  of  Prairie  Island 
is  an  unethical,  immoral  and  blatant  act  of  environmental  racism,"  says  Tom 
Goldtooth,  National  Coordinator  of  the  Indigenous  Environmental  Network,  a 
national  Indian  environmental  organization.  NSP's  racist  policy  of  siting 
their  facilities  in  people  of  color  communities  is  consistent  with  it's 
action  in  the  predominately  Af rican-American  community  of  Homer,  Louisiana, 


where  NSP  is  pushing  a uranium  enrichment  processing  plant  to  be  built, 
despite  community  opposition. 

For  over  22  years  the  Prairie  Island  community  have  been  exposed  to 
radioactivity  from  the  NSP  reactors  that  produce  radioactive  waste.  "It 
has  impacted  the  animal  life,  the  fish,  and  the  birds.  It  is  only  logical 
to  understand  that  the  air,  the  water  and  the  people  must  also  be 
contaminated,"  said  Doseph  Campbell,  a Prairie  Island  community  member. 

"NSP  has  a 

responsibility  to  compensate  the  Dakota  people  without  any  strings  or 
continued  nuclear  power  production.  NSP  is  attempting  to  cloak  their 
agenda  of  continued  plant  operation  despite  the  will  of  the  people,  under 
the  guise  of  compensation,"  Goldtooth  said.  "NSP  is  agitating  disunity 
between  tribal  membership,  tribal  and  environmental  alliances,  while 
simultaneously  presenting  a public  facade  of  concern  and  justice.  We  are 
not  confused  by  this  smokescreen,"  said  Campbell. 

Native  people  from  throughout  North  American  have  been 
disproportionately  on  the  front  lines  of  nuclear  contamination  from  mining, 
to  processing,  to  testing,  to  human  experimentation,  and  to  storage  of 
nuclear  waste.  "It's  an  act  of  genocidal,  terracidal,  and  biocidal 
corporate  maniacs  that  put  financial  "profit"  before  respect  for  sacred 
life,"  said  Nilak  Butler,  Greenpeace  Indigenous  Nuclear  Free  Future 
Campaign  worker. 

Numerous  tribal  nations  and  communities  have  said  no  to  the  nuclear 
power  industry  such  as  the  Western  Shoshone  of  Nevada,  the  Inupiat  of 
Point  Hope  Alaska,  the  Sac  and  Fox  of  Oklahoma  and  the  Ojibwe  tribes  of 
Minnesota.  Dust  a couple  of  years  ago,  the  community  members  of  Prairie 
Island  voted  through  tribal  referendum  their  opposition  to  the  continued 
production  and  storage  of  nuclear  waste  next  to  their  reservation.  "It  was 
premature  for  NSP  to  bring  the  proposal  before  the  Minnesota  legislature 
before  the  tribal  community  members  of  Prairie  Island  have  even  had  a 
chance  to  review  the  proposal  and  decide  for  ourselves  whether  we  support 
it  or  not,"  said  Bill  Owen,  another  Prairie  Island  member  who  opposes  the 
NSP  proposal. 

"The  Indigenous  Environmental  Network,  its  national  council  membership 
and  alliances  stand  in  support  with  the  Prairie  Island  community  members 
for  their  natural  right  to  clean  air,  clean  water,  clean  food,  and  to  live 
a healthy  way  of  life.  We  understand  that  nuclear  waste  is  a threat  to  to 
their  continued  survival  and  their  future  generation.  We  support  their 
just  cause  of  compensation  for  the  grievous  damages  and  contamination  at 
the  hands  of  NSP,  but  with  no  strings,"  said  Goldtooth.  "NSP  is  trying  to 
checkmate  our  tribal  leaders  under  threats  of  survival  to  agree  with 
compensation  deals  with  strings  attached  that  would  allow  NSP  to  expand 
their  storage  space  of  radioactive  waste.  What  about  the  people  that 
decide  to  stay  and  not  relocate.  This  deal  is  a death  warrant  against  the 
Dakota  people."  said  Owen. 

"The  Minnesota  legislature  must  uphold  its  responsibility  to  the  health 
and  well  being  of  all  their  constituents  and  say  no  NSP's  proposal,"  said 
Campbell . 


"RE:  Peltier:  San  Francisco"  

Date:  Fri,  9 Feb  1996  09:34:38  -0500 

From:  American  Indian  Movement  --  aimca@igc.apc.org 

Sub j : Peltier:  San  Francisco 

Chautauqua  Newsletter<Ondamitag@aol . com> 

(rally  report)  In  San  Francisco,  the  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  led  a 
demonstration  of  over  100  people  in  front  of  the  U.S.  Federal  Building  to 
protest  the  20  Years  of  imprisonment  of  Native  American  Leader  Leonard 
Peltier. 

The  Demonstration  turned  out  to  be  an  international  affair  with  delegates 
from  France,  Switzerland,  Australia  and  from  numerous  organizations.  The 
American  Indian  Movement  of  California  (Autonomous  Chapters)  attended  with 
many  members,  staff  and  drum  Singing  the  Leonard  Peltier  Honor  Song  and  the 


AIM  song  to  honor  our  Brother  Leonard  Peltier. 

Among  the  Speakers  and  organizations  who  spoke  were. 

Bobby  Castillo,  International  Spokesperson,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee. 

Sylviane  Raffray,  France  Libert  (Danielle  Mitterrand  Foundation) FRANCE . 
Nathalie  Chenaux,  ASNA(Association  de  Soutien  aux  Nations  Amrindiennes) 
SWITZERLAND. 

Robert  Eggengton  Dumbaartung  Aboriginal  Corporation  AUSTRALIA. 

Peter  Urban,  Irish  Republican  Socialist  Committee  IRELAND 

Adam  Villogomez,  American  Indian  Movement 

Luis  Talamentez  Pelican  Bay  Prison  Project 

Judy  Greenspan,  California  Coalition  for  Women  in  Prison 

Dorsey  Nunn,  Prisoners  with  Children  Coalition 

Felix  Shaffer,  Prairie  Fire  Organization 

Keith  McHenery,  Food  Not  bombs 

Karen  Picket,  Earth  First 

Judith  McCullough,  Workers  World  Party 

"RE : Anniversary  of  Resistance"  

Date:  Sun,  11  Feb  1996  19:02:14  +0000 
From:  moonlight@igc.apc.org 

Sub j : CCRI  message  on  anniversary  of  resistance  and  offensive 

Mailing  List:  Chiapas-L  (chiapas-l@profmexis.dgsca.unam.mx) 

Communique  from  the  Indigenous  Revolutionary  Clandestine  Committee 
--General  Command  of  the  Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation 

To  the  people  of  Mexico: 

To  the  peoples  and  Governments  of  the  world: 

To  the  national  and  international  press: 

Brothers  and  sisters: 

Democracy! 

Liberty! 

Justice ! 

>From  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast 

One  year  after  the  betrayal  of  the  Supreme  Government  against  the  will 
for  a just  and  dignified  peace  of  the  EZLN,  the  Indigenous  Revolutionary 
Clandestine  Committee- -General  Command  of  the  Zapatista  Army  of  National 
Liberation  declares  the  following: 

FIRST.-  On  February  9 and  10th  the  political  prisoners  accused  of  being 
Zapatistas  complete  one  year  of  incarceration.  The  war-bound  will  of  the 
bad  government  of  Zedillo  keeps  these  Mexican  citizens,  men  and  women,  as 
hostages.  Like  a modern  terrorist,  the  Mexican  government  uses  innocent 
people  to  obtain  advantages  over  its  opposition. 

SECOND.-  On  February  10th  we  remember  the  beginning  of  the  military 
occupation  and  eviction  of  hundreds  of  indigenous  families  in  Chiapas, 
expelled  from  their  homes  and  their  lands;  indigenous  men,  women,  children 
and  elderly  who  were  forced  to  live,  since  then,  in  the  mountains.  While 
their  communities  were  used  as  parking  for  armored  vehicles,  their  homes 
as  prostitution  centers  and  their  cornfields  and  coffee  fields  were 
plundered  by  orders  of  the  military  chiefs  of  the  various  garrisons. 

THIRD.-  The  imprisoned  citizens  accused  of  being  Zapatistas  and  the 
indigenous  people  of  the  communities  of  Chiapas  are  threatened  by  the 
government's  weapons  to  negotiate  with  advantages  which  neither  the 
military  occupation,  nor  the  obscurity  of  the  government's  delegation  in 
the  table  in  San  Andres,  have  been  able  to  achieve.  The  government 
continues  to  push  forward  judicial  procedures  that  are  full  of 
irregularities  and  the  federal  Army  is  advancing,  taking  new  positions  in 
the  Lacandon  jungle. 

Adding  this  to  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  repression  against  the 


democratic  struggle  of  the  people  of  Tabasco,  the  militarization  of  the 
states  of  Guerrero,  Oaxaca,  Hidalgo  and  Veracruz,  the  continued  appearance 
of  repressive  "commandos"  in  the  larger  cities,  especially  in  the  Federal 
District,  and  the  close  relationship  between  the  drug  traffickers  and  high 
level  politicians,  creates  now  a scenario  of  fascism  in  action.  The 
government  has  abandoned  the  intent  to  dialogue  as  a method  of  solution 
for  the  conflicts.  The  use  of  the  repressive  forces  is  constant,  and  the 
federal  soldiers  are  now  confronting  the  people  of  Mexico  and  not  just  in 
Chiapas.  The  government's  war  against  the  people  is  beginning  to  extend 
itself  across  the  nation. 

FOURTH.-  On  February  10th,  1996,  the  first  anniversary  of  the  expulsion 
of  the  indigenous  people  from  Guadalupe  Tepeyac  and  of  the  Zapatista 
political  prisoners,  the  communities  of  the  Lacandon  jungle  will  conduct  a 
civil  and  peaceful  march  from  the  old  Guadalupe  Tepeyac  to  La  Realidad. 

The  march  will  begin  in  the  morning  and  culminate  with  a cultural  festival 
in  the  Aguascalientes  in  La  Realidad  in  the  afternoon  of  February  10th. 

For  the  freedom  of  the  political  prisoners  and  the  end  of  the  military 
harassment,  the  indigenous  people  of  Chiapas  call  on  the  people  of  Mexico 
to  demonstrate. 

FIFTH.-  Between  the  prisoners  accused  of  being  Zapatistas  and  the 
indigenous  brutally  forced  into  exile  there  are  underground  bridges. 
Despite  the  arbitrariness  of  the  powerful  who  destroy  trusts  and  trample 
on  dignities,  the  bridge  of  hope  unites  the  prisoners  of  concrete  with  the 
prisoners  of  the  jungle.  For  the  bridge  of  hope,  for  the  liberty  that  the 
prisoners  of  the  city  and  of  the  country  deserve,  for  dignity,  we  call 
upon  the  people  of  Mexico  to  mobilize. 

Without  liberty  justice  is  a lie  and  democracy  is  a farce. 

Translated  by  Julia  Sanchez,  M.P.  National  Center  for  Democracy, 

Liberty  and  Justice 

"RE : Notice:  Upper  Nicola  Indian  Band"  

From:  pmanuel@awinc.com  (Phillip  Manuel) 

Sub j : Political  Notice  from  Upper  Nicola  Indian  Band 
Date:  7 Feb  1996  18:38:27  GMT 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 
Political  Notice 

To  all  interested  or  have  followed  the  Douglas  Lake  Dispute,  there  has 
been  some  new  developments  in  the  political  arena  of  Upper  Nicola  Band. 

First,  the  agreement  has  been  signed  with  both  the  provincial  and 
federal  governments.  This  agreement  will  be  available  for  your  review  on 
my  personal  homepage  which  I provide  the  URL  at  the  end  of  this  notice. 

Second,  Elections  for  Council  of  Upper  Nicola  took  place  on  November 
20th  and  we  have  new  council  in  place.  The  Chief  position  was  won  by  the 
previous  Council  --  Scotty  (Fred)  Holmes.  But  as  of  yesterday,  February 
6,  1996,  Scotty  has  resigned  from  this  position. 

The  reason  being  several  of  the  new  council  have  grave  differences  of 
opinion  on  how  politics  should  be  run  at  Upper  Nicola  and  Scotty  felt  that 
it  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the  Band  that  he  resign. 

For  your  information,  I am  one  of  these  new  Council  members  and  I have 
been  mandated  by  the  membership  to  get  in  order  our  internal  band  affairs. 
This  means  directly  working  with  staff  and  members  in  working  out  the 
indifferences  that  do  exist  within  the  political  inf rastructure  of  Upper 
Nicola . 

If  any  other  political  leader  is  on  the  NET,  your  comments  or 
suggestions  to  this  matter  would  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the  Council  of 
Upper  Nicola  Band.  If  you  wish  further  detail,  please  email  me  at 
pmanuel@vbcs.awinc.com  and  I will  direct  those  queries  to  the  Council  and 
will  reply  to  you. 

If  you  haven't  seen  the  homepage  that  I've  created,  to  promote  First 
Nations  in  the  Nicola  Valley  (British  Columbia),  you  can  find  it  at: 


http : //www. awinc . com/users/ pmanuel . 

I will  be  in  the  next  two  months  updating  the  page  with  Council's  input 
and  in  the  update  will  be  the  conclusion  of  the  Douglas  Lake  Dispute. 

Sincerely, 

Phillip  Manuel 

Upper  Nicola  Indian  Band 

Council  Member 

"RE : Dance  Well"  

Date:  Thu,  1 Feb  1996  16:26:45  -0800  (PST) 

From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Subj : Dance  Well . . . 

UUCP  email 

O' siyo. . .Today  I received  a letter  from  a young  boy... I wish  to  share  it 
with  you... and  perhaps  in  his  words  and  those  that  I also  send  to 
you.. you  might  feel  the  power... as  I felt  today... of  a Dreamer.. 

Dear  Brooke . . . 

The  brightness  of  the  day  which  has  given  me  the  opportunity  to  write 
you  this  amicable  words  of  mine... Flow  is  your  conditions?  I hope  by  the 
Lord  everything  is  going  on  the  right  way  for  you. 

Brooke.. my  name  is  Alexander  Ogyiri.  I am  but  a boy... and  I attend 
the  Eion  Complex  School.  I always  feel  comfortable  when  reading  your 
stories.  I want  you  to  know.. I am  a dreamer... I believe  in  this  peace  for 
the  world  you  speak  of.  My  heart  hears  your  words. 

Alexander  Ogyiri 
PO  Box  10766 
Accra  North  Ghana 
West  Africa 

"Look  as  they  rise. .rise. . . 

Over  the  line  where  sky  meets  the  earth ...  Pleiades ! 

Lo!  They  ascending,  come  to  guide  us. 

Leading  us  safely,  keeping  us  one... 

Pleiades, 

Teaching  us  to  be... like  you ...  United . " 

Traditional  Pawnee  Song. . . . 

We  humans  must  come  again  to  a moral  comprehension  of  the  earth  and  air. 
We  must  live  according  to  the  principle  of  a land  ethic.  The  alternative 
is... we  shall  not  live  at  all. 

"The  old  people  came  literally  to  love  the  soil  and  they  sat  or  reclined 
on  the  ground  with  a feeling  of  being  close  to  a Mothering  power.  It  was 
good  for  the  skin  to  touch  the  earth... and  the  old  people  liked  to  remove 
their  moccasins  and  walk  with  bare  feet  on  the  sacred  earth.  Their  tipis 
were  built  upon  the  earth  and  their  altars  were  made  of  earth.  The  birds 
that  flew  in  the  air  came  to  rest  upon  the  earth  and  it  was  the  final 
abiding  place  of  all  things  that  lived  and  grew.  The  soil  was  soothing, 
strengthening,  cleansing  and  healing. 

That  is  why  the  old  Indian  still  sits  upon  the  earth  instead  of  propping 
himself  up  away  from  its  life-giving  forces.  For  him,  to  sit  or  lie  upon 
the  ground  is  to  be  able  to  think  more  deeply  and  feel  more  keenly." 

Chief  Luther  Standing  Bear... Of  the  Flonorable  Nation  the  Lakota..l933 

"In  the  Western  Shoshone  way  a long  time  ago  when  your  Mother  got  old, 
you  didn't  throw  her  away;  you  brought  her  into  your  home  and  took  care  of 
her.  This  is  the  way  we  are  supposed  to  take  care  of  the  Earth,  too.  The 
same  way  we  should  take  care  of  our  Mothers.  Its  basically  just  common 
sense . " 

Carrie  Dann  Flonorable  Nation  of  the  Shoshone. .. .1933 

Non  Native  people  have  a tendency  to  want  to  fix  everything.  Sometimes 
things  don't  need  to  be  fixed.  If  you  let  nature  take  care  of  itself  and 
heal  itself  you  will  notice  that  it  will  do  just  that.  We  as  human  beings 


are  part  of  the  earth  and  a part  of  nature.  Allow  nature  to  heal... and  it 
will  happen. 

The  smarter  a man  is... the  more  he  needs  Creator  to  protect  him  from 
thinking  he  knows  everything. 

Sovereignty  is  all  things  that  grow  into  ever  spreading  circles ...  and 
always  begins  with  the  individual.  If  a person  goes  out... helps  his 
Brother/Sister,  then  they  are  sovereign. .. .To  be  responsible  for  our 
Brothers ...  our  Sisters .. .our  Mother  Earth... and  to  forget  our  own  selfish 
needs... THAT  is  sovereignty.... 

We  must  realize  that  it  is  not  a privilege  GIVEN  to  us  by  someone... it 
is  a RIGHT... a responsibility  we  carry  in  our  hearts ... .What  we  choose  to 
do  with  it  is  our  own  individual  choice... We  can  plant  the  sacred  seeds.. or 
toss  them  away... it  is  up  to  us  to  decide.  Survive. .or  perish.... 

What  we  of  First  Nations  Fight  to  the  Death  for  is  the  PRIVILEGE  for  ALL 
Nations ...  all  Religions  to  believe  from  their  own  hearts... For  Earl,  the 
lay  minister .. .for  Gilbert  and  Ron,  in  their  Jewish  laws... for  Angel  and 
Rani  their  Goddesses ....  for  Francine,  her  Protestant ...  for  Anna.. the 
B'hai...For  Tufani..the  black  muslims  in  our  circle... for  the  Universalists 
here... for  the  Catholics  here. .for  all ...  all ... .What  we  fight  for  is 
Sovereign  RIGHTS... for  the  Cheyenne  to  hold  lodge  at  Bear  Butte... for  the 
Sioux  to  hold  the  Sun  Dance.. for  the  Ghost  Dance  to  be  danced... for  all 
Nations  to  hold  sacred  their  belief s ...  but  more  importantly  to  practice 
them  without  interference. 

From  all  wind  directions  comes  the  ONE  common  theme  that  unites  us 
all. . . .The  Dream. . . . 

I have  sent  you  the  seven  sacred  kernels  of  corn. .. .Hundreds  of  you 
asked  and  received  them.... Each  will  plant  them  in  the  sacred  soil  of  your 
beloved  nations  with  the  Dream  that  there  will  be  one  world.. one  peace. .one 
People.  THAT  is  the  Dream.... The  symbolism  of  what  you  share  is  making 
history ...  changing  the  world.... one  kernel  at  a time... Watch  it  grow  tall 
in  honor. 

Does  it  matter  what  words  we  speak  at  each  individual's  ceremony?  Does 
it  matter  the  ritual  we  observe?  We  are  all  different ...  but  all  the 
same... for  the  ceremony  is  to  hold  sacred  our  belief  in  Creator.  THAT 
unites  us.  It  does  not  matter  if  the  words  are  spoken  in  Lakota,  Cheyenne, 
Cherokee,  Comanche,  Spanish,  French,  English,  German,  Ghana  dialects, 
Catawba,  Mohawk,  Yankton,  Arapaho,  Apache,  Hopi,  Navajo, ...  all ...  all  speak 

their  sovereign  language  to  one  purpose to  unite... call  together ...  all 

in  peace  and  healing. 

The  first  peace  is  that  which  comes  within  the  souls  of  men  when  they 
realize  their  relationship,  their  oneness,  with  the  universe  and  all  its 
Powers... and  when  they  realize  that  at  the  center  of  the  Universe  dwells 
Creator  and  that  this  center  is  really  everywhere ...  it  is  within  each  of 
us.  This  is  the  REAL  Peace... and  the  others  are  but  reflections  of  this. 

The  second  place  is  that  which  is  between  two  individuals ...  and  the 
third  is  that  which  is  made  between  two  nations.  But  above  ALL... you 
should  understand  that  there  can  never  be  peace  between  nations  until  there 
is  FIRST  known  that  true  peace  which,  as  I have  often  said.... is  within  the 
souls  of  man."  Black  Elk  of  the  Honorable  Oglala  Lakota.... 

Everything  is  connected  for  purpose. .. spiritual  and  political .. because 
when  the  Creator . .whomever  you  believe  Creator  to  be,  made  this  world... he 
touched  the  world  all  together  and  it  automatically  became  spiritual. 

I think  tonight  of  a small  boy  in  West  Africa  who  believes  the  Dream 
of  One  world... one  peace  and  remember  these  words: 

From  an  Address  Delivered  to  the  United  Nations: 

"Power  is  not  manifested  in  the  human  being.  True  power  is  in  the 
Creator.  If  we  continue  to  ignore  the  message  by  which  we  exist  and  we 
continue  to  destroy  the  source  of  our  lives  then  our  children  will 
suffer.... I must  warn  you  that  the  Creator  made  us  all  equal  with  one 
another.  And  not  only  human  beings.. but  ALL  life  is  equal.  The  equality 
of  our  life  is  what  you  must  understand  and  the  principles  by  which  you 
must  continue  on  behalf  of  the  future  of  this  world.  Economics  and 
technology  may  assist  you... but  they  will  also  DESTROY  you  if  you  do  not 
use  the  principles  of  equality.  Profit  and  loss  will  mean  nothing  to  your 
future  generations. 


I do  not  see  a delegation  for  the  four  footed.  I see  no  seat  for  the 
eagles.  We  forget  and  we  consider  ourselves  superior,  but  we  are  after 
all.. a mere  part  of  the  Creation ... .We  stand,  between  the  mountain  and  the 
ant ...  somewhere  and  there  only,  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  Creation. 

The  elements .. and  the  animals ...  and  the  birds... they  live  in  a state  of 
grace.  They  are  absolute. . .they  can  do  not  wrong.  It  is  only  we,  the  two 
leggeds  that  can  do  this.  And... when  we  do  this  to  our  brothers .. .to  our 
own  brothers .. .then  we  do  the  worse  in  the  eyes  of  the  Creator...." 

Oren  Lyons.. of  the  Great  Onondaga 

Believe  the  Dream 

"I  don't  know  if  I can  speak  the  right  words  tonight. . .What  if  I miss 
the  dance  steps... what  if  I forget  what  I should  do?" 

" Dance  your  heart... Hear  the  drumbeat  of  your  heart.. You  will  not  make  a 
mistake. . .dance  your  heart.... the  music  is  there... hear  it." 

Spirit  Dancer  and  Her  Grandmother . . . . 

Hold  hands. .and. . .Dance  well  together.... 

"RE : Interview:  Xochitlmilco  Santos"  

Date:  Sun,  11  Feb  1996  23:24:14  +0000 

From:  webmaster@webstories.com 

Sub j : Interview:  Xochitlmilco  Santos 

WebSite  http: //www. webstories . com/indian/ interv.html 
Net  Article, 

AN  INTERVIEW  WITH  XOCHITLMILCO  SANTOS,  MAYAN/WHITE  MOUNTAIN  APACHE 
by  Linda  Brookover 

XOCHITLMILCO  SANTOS  is  an  activist, formerly  preschool  teacher  and  single 
mother.  The  Iron  Circle  Nation  was  formed  as  an  adjunct  of  a drug 
prevention  and  rehabilitation  program  for  Native  Americans.  They  are 
creating  their  own  "curriculum"  in  finding  ways  to  rehabilitate  by 
recovering  their  Native  American  identity,  this  gives  their  cultural 
events  great  importance. 

"The  people  are  going  to  struggle,  the  people  or  going  to  fight.  We  do 
not  believe  that  we  should  take  another's  life  although  by  any  means 
necessary,  we  are  going  to  continue  fighting.  It's  not  because  we  don't 
want  the  Euro-Americans  here,  its  not  that  we  own  the  land;  we  can't  own 
the  land,  it's  not  ours  to  own.  Regardless  of  how  many  taxes  you  pay  on  a 
house,  it  is  not  yours.  You  can't  stop  an  ant  from  walking  across  the 
border  or  an  eagle  from  going  across  the  ocean  and  you  cannot  do  that  to 
a human  being." 

"So  our  fight  is  going  to  continue  for  future  generations.  It's  for  our 
children  The  land  needs  to  be  there  for  there  for  them  or  they're  not 
going  to  survive,  and  its  not  only  going  to  be  them  who  won't  survive, 
it's  going  to  be  all  children  that  won't  survive.  It's  been  so  segregated, 
you're  this  and  this  is  mine  and  that's  yours,  that  it  has  forced  us  to 
say  "our  future  generation"  because  if  they  don't  eat,  then  your  children 
won't  eat  either.  They  may  eat  maybe  a year  longer  than  mine,  but 
eventually  they  will  run  out  of  land.  What  are  they  going  to  do  when  they 
run  out  of  land?" 

If  you  do  not  have  access  to  the  web  and  would  like  a copy  of  this 
interview  please  send  me  a note. 

Laura 

webmaster@webstories . com  http : //www .webstories . com/ 

Exciting  adventures  and  interesting  people  await  your  discovery  at  oneWorld, 
a free  journal  dedicated  to  the  exploration  of  remote  wildernesses  and 
cultures,  and  the  conservation  of  our  environment. 

"RE;  Sacred  Hoop"  - 


Date:  Thu,  8 Feb  1996  01:28:15  -0800 


From:  joeline@westworld.com  (joeline@village.ios.com) 

Sub j : Sacred  Hoop 

Mailing  List:  ROOTS-L  cindian- roots@rmgate . pop . indiana . edu> 

Okay  I did  a brief  posting  to  ROOTS-L  when  this  question  came  up  before 
but  perhaps  a different  sort  of  explanation  is  due  to  the  indian-roots 
list . 

First  ! Please  understand  that  while  I am  a traditional .. (religion) . . 
Native  American  my  definition  and  explanation  is  not  going  to  be  exactly 
the  same  as  every  other .. .tribal  differences ...  and  differences  of  practice 
do  exist  among  us. 

The  Sacred  Hoop  is  a SYMBOL... a way  to  visualize  a very  complex  yet 
simple  concept.  This  concept  underlies  a form  of  thinking  that  is  foreign 
to  most  modern  Americans  (even  a lot  of  us  Injuns  :-).  It  is  sometimes 
necessary  to  work  hard  at  setting  aside  modern  cultural  adaptations  to 
encompass  it. 

The  Sacred  Hoop  represents  the  "Circle  of  Life"  I like  to  call  it 
"interconnectedness"...  remember,  a hoop  or  circle  has  no  beginning  and  no 
end.. when  you  reach  the  end  you  are  at  the  beginning. .. just  as  the  seasons 
evolve  from  Spring  to  summer  to  fall  to  winter  to  spring  , so  our  lives 
evolve  with  the  seasons.  From  conception,  to  youth  to  middle  age  to  old 
age  . . .We  do  not  know  from  whence  we  come  at  conception,  nor  do  we  know 
exactly  whence  we  go  at  death.. but  it  is  most  likely  the  same  place,  thus 
completing  the  circle. 

For  some  Native  Americans  it  also  represents  the  "Hoop  of  the  Nation" 
the  interconnectedness  of  each  member  of  the  tribe  to  every  other  member 
of  the  tribe.  By  modern  extension  this  can  also  mean  the  same 
relationship  between  races,  religions,  countries,  etc. 

Another  form  of  this  is  our  interconnectedness  to  the  earth  we  live  on., 
like  any  circle  if  you  touch  a part  of  the  edge  you  effect  every  other 
part  of  the  circle.  Holding  to  a belief  that  everyTHING  (as  opposed  to 
person)  has  a spirit  of  some  sort  this  can  be  extended  to  say  that 
everything  you  do  effects  everyTHING  on  the  spiritual  plane  as  well  as  the 
physical.  Thus,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  consider  well  each  thing  we  do 
as  we  are  the  beginning  AND  the  end  of  the  circle.  In  other  words  it 
comes  around  "full  circle"  and  back  to  us,  sometimes  over  and  over.  Let 
me  use  the  example  of  air  pollution  (not  to  be  ecological  but  for  clarity) 
What  we  put  into  our  atmosphere,  we  must  breathe.. but  it  does  not  stop 
there.  Later  it  washes  out  of  the  air  and  into  our  water  supply.. and  we 
drink  it.  The  fish  and  animals  must  also  breathe  and  drink  it.  It  goes 
into  our  soil  where  our  food  plants  take  it  up  and  we  eat  it.  Thus  by 
breathing,  eating,  and  drinking  we  have  gone  around  the  circle  of  our 
action  not  once,  but  THREE  times... and  the  cycle  is  as  inexorable  as  the 
turning  of  the  seasons  or  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun. 

For  our  native  american  ancestors  this  was  a natural  way  of  thinking. . 
circular  rather  than  the  customary  Linear  style  of  thinking  that  was 
predominant  in  most  of  the  early  white  settlers  who  arrived  here.  The 
responsibilities  conveyed  by  the  concept  of  the  Sacred  Hoop  are  enormous. 
If  the  cycle  is  disturbed  all  LIFE  is  disturbed  in  some  way. 

This  concept  underlies  all  of  Native  American  religion  and  culture.  The 
HOOP  is  SACRED  because  it  represents  the  entirety  of  survival .. both 
physical  and  spiritual.  The  representations  of  the  HOOP  which  are  found 
in  the  art  and  crafts  of  the  Native  American  are  SACRED  SYMBOLS  of  LIFE 
itself. 

There  are  legends  among  various  tribes  relating  to  the  SACRED  HOOP. 

Most  of  them  are  warnings  against  breaking  the  hoop.. and  the  consequences 
of  such  a break.  Several  Native  American  spiritual  leaders  through  the 
"indian  wars"  saw  such  a break  and  warned  that  it  would  have  dire 
consequences  for  "The  People"  Those  of  us  who  continue  to  carry  on  the  old 
beliefs  try  always  to  heal  the  nicks  and  cracks  that  appear  in  the  Sacred 
Hoop,  so  that  it  will  not  break. 

I could  go  on  for  days  with  examples ...  and  this  has  gone  on  far  too  long 
as  it  is... but  the  concept  of  the  Sacred  Hoop  is  far  more  than  a bit  of 
Native  American  religion ...  it  is  a fundamental  foundation  to  a way  of  life 


I hope  this  has  helped, 
loeline 


- — "RE:  WINS  Internships"  

Date:  Wed,  7 Feb  1996  17:49:21  GMT 

From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : WINS  Internships  - in  Washington  D.C. 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

Washington  Internships  for  Native  Students:  through  American  U. 

WINS  is  an  8 week  long  leaning  experience  for  future  Native  Leaders 
from  throughout  Indian  Country.  WINS  has  been  designed  by  Native 
professionals  to  provide  productive  learning  opportunities  for  AI/NA 
students  committed  to  contributing  from  their  respective  sovereign 
Native  nation/tribal  communities. 

WINS  is  open  to  Native  Alaskan/American  Indian  sophomores,  juniors, 
seniors,  and  graduate  students  currently  attending  college/university 
who  are  in  good  academic  standing. 

WINS  is  comprised  of  four  components:  Academic  course  work.  Action 
Research,  Workplace  Internship,  and  Cultural/Social  Activities.  These 
components  are  interwoven  to  ensure  that  traditional  Native  practices 
and  values  are  emphasized. 

WINS  Professional  Staff: 

Dr.  Lee  Francis  (Laguna  Pueblo)  Director 
Ms.  Maria  Dadgar  (Piscataway  Conoy) 

Ms.  Dottie  Tiger  (Sac  & Fox/Yuchi) 

Mr.  Paul  M.  Kinville  (Sault  Ste.  Marie  Chippewa) 

For  more  Information  call  (202)885-2033,  Deadline  has  been  extended 
due  to  Gov't  shutdown  and  recent  weather  on  East  Coast. 


I know  Dottie  Tiger  some,  and  have  met  Maria;  their 
presence  speaks  well  of  this  program.  Best  to  all,  lohn  Berry 

"RE : FundRaiser:  First  Nations  Softdrinks"  

Date:  Mon,  12  Feb  1996  17:22:48  GMT 

From:  br975@FreeNet.Carleton.CA  (lohn  S.  Brack) 

Subject:  First  Nations  softdrinks  for  sale  to  help  Odawa  Pow  Wow 

Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 

The  Odawa  Pow  Wow  committee  is  asking  for  your  help  in  raising 
money  for  the  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow  by  selling  cases  of  First 
Nations  Cola  (available  in  5 flavours). 

Through  special  arrangements  made  possible  by  the  Apikan  Trading 
Company,  the  Odawa  Pow  Wow  Committee  has  been  able  to  secure 
First  Nations  Cola. 

Background : 

First  Nations  Beverage  Company  is  Aboriginal  owned  and  operates 
out  of  Winnipeg,  Manitoba.  It  is  owned  by  Alfred  Lea  and  Mike 
Birch . 

The  soft  drinks  is  available  in  five  flavours:  Diet  cola.  Cola, 
Orange,  Grape  and  Lemon-lime. 

Six  hundred  cases  have  been  made  available  for  this  fundraiser. 

The  flavours  we  have  the  most  of  are  Diet  Cola,  Orange,  and  Cola. 
Diet  Cola  is  very  popular.  It  has  a label  which  announces  that 
the  company  is  Aboriginally  owned  and  operates  with  no  government 


funding. 

The  goal  of  this  fundraising  campaign  is  to  sell  600  cases  by 
Friday,  March  1,  1996.  Feel  free  to  spread  the  word! 

If  anyone  is  interested  in  purchasing  a case  or  more,  please 
call  Trina  at  (613)238-8591  at  the  Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 
or  leave  a message  at  this  e-mail  address  and  arrange  it  to  pur- 
chase it  from  me. 

Thank  you/Meegwetch ! 

(davidb@ftn . net) 
or 

Dohn  S.  Brack 

(br975@f reenet . carleton . ca) 

— "RE:  Compact  Histories"  

Date:  Fri,  9 Feb  1996  11:10:34  -0500 
From:  jsd@dickshovel.com  (Iordan  S.  Dill) 

Sub j : Compact  Histories 

UUCP  email 

O' siyo  Gary. . . 

Dust  wanted  to  mention  that  three  First  Nations  Histories  have  been 
posted  to  my  First  Nations  site...url  noted  below: 

Tsalagi 

Mahican 

Catawba 

These  histories  are  part  of  a larger  work  and  they've  been  made 
available  at  the  site  so  they  can  be  critiqued  as  "works  in  progress." 

Readers  are  encouraged  to  comment  on  history 
specifics/style/tone/whatever  so  as  to  provide  the  author  with  reactions. 

Nvwhtohiyada . . . 

First  Nations/First  People  Issues 
http : //www. pobox. com/~jsd/first nations . html 
http : //www. pobox. com/~jsd 

(Sites  are  enhanced  for  viewing  with  Netscape  2.0.) 

- "RE:  Poem:  Taos  Prayer  for  the  Elders"  

Date:  Wed,  31  Ian  96  13:27:01  EST 
From:  gwelker@mail.lmi.org 
Sub j : Poem  for  the  Elders 

UUCP  email 

0,  our  elders, 

this  is  the  name  bestowed  on  me, 
when  I was  presented  to  you  at  dawn, 
four  days  after  birth. 

0,  our  elders, 

you  who  have  never  become  mortal  beings, 
who  have  no  reason  to  worry 

no  reason  to  be  lonely, 
no  reason  to  weep, 
no  reason  to  be  sad, 

1,  a child  of  darkness, 

come  forth  on  this  dawn  to  feed  you, 
with  the  sacred  cornmeal  of  tradition, 
and  to  offer  you  this. 


my  humble  morning  prayer. 


May  you,  our  elders, 

keep  meadows  and  mountains  alive, 

with  grass  and  with  game. 

And  may  I continue 

to  be  accepted  and  loved. 

May  I catch  up  with  that 
for  which  we  always  seek: 

long  life  and  abundance. 

Taos  Prayer 


"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/02/09  23:55 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub  j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

GE  Electronic  Mail 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  18-24 

PEPELUALI 

(February) 

(Kau-lua) 

18 

My  hopes  are  cast,  like  stars,  upon  the  sky. 

19 

I am  a keiki  o ka  aina,  a true  child  of  the  land! 

20 

My  hope  lies  in  the  future;  my  strength  lies  in  the  past;  my  survival  lies 
in  the  joining  of  the  two. 

21 

Look  into  the  eyes  of  a stranger,  ...  and  find  a friend. 

22 

Trust  in  the  lessons  of  our  heritage. 

23 

A dream  is  a wild  bird  upon  the  wind! 

24 

See  the  world  through  the  eyes  of  a child. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

— "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Feb  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

GE  Electronic  Mail 

From:  nap@hugsel.harvard.edu 

Subject:  women  of  color  conference  (Harvard,  24-25  Feb) 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

Forging  Forward:  Women  of  Color  in  the  Law 
A Conference  at  Harvard  Law  School 


February  24-25,  1996,  Austin  Hall,  Cambridge,  MA. 

As  a forum  for  the  discussion  and  exploration  of  scholarly  efforts, 
community  action,  and  legal  initiatives  undertaken  by  African-American, 

Asian,  Latina,  and  Native  American  women  across  the  country,  it  is  our  hope 
that  the  Conference  will  produce  a clearer  understanding  of  the  current 
positions  and  concerns  of  women  of  color  collectively  and  as  members  of 
distinct  racial  and  ethnic  groups.  Above  all,  we  hope  that  the  Conference 
will  lay  the  foundation  for  our  collective  advancement  within  the  legal 
profession  and  in  society  itself  through  the  development  of  cross  cultural 
strategies  and  allies. 

To  speak  on  panels  including:  Sustainable  Growth  and  Environmental  Justice, 
Welfare  Reform:  Rethinking  the  Debate,  Women  of  Color  and  Health, 

Opportunity,  Politics  and  Women  of  Color,  and  Women  of  Color  and  Legal 
Academe,  the  following  Native  women  lawyers  and  advocates  have  been 
invited;  most  are  tentatively  confirmed: 

+ JoAnn  Chase,  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  Washington,  DC 
+ Ada  Deer,  Assistant  Secretary,  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  DC 

+ Lucille  Echohawk, Welfare  Reform,  Aurora,  CO 
+ Lorie  Graham,  Harvard  Native  American  Program,  Cambridge,  MA 
+ Melody  McCoy,  Native  American  Rights  Fund,  Boulder,  CO 

+ Barbara  Namias,  North  American  Indian  Center  of  Boston,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
+ Jonny  Bear  Cub  Stiffarm,  National  Center  for  the  Courts,  Denver,  CO 
+ Trisha  Tingle,  U.S.  Department  of  Justice,  Civil  Rights  Division  , 

Voting  Rights  Section,  Washington,  DC 
+ Jeanne  Whiteing,  Whiteing  and  Thompson,  Boulder,  CO 

To  register  (reduced  rates  before  February  12,  1996)  or  for  more 
information,  please  telephone  (617)  522-8966.  To  register  by  mail,  please 
send  your  name,  address,  telephone  number,  and  a check  in  the  amount  of  the 
registration  fee  to: 

Women  of  Color  Collective 
Harvard  Law  School 
1536  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 


Registration  fees: 

Faculty  $40 
Practitioners  $40 
Legal  Services  Staff  $20 
Low-income  community  member  $10 
Student  $10 


Please  add  $10  if  you  would  like  to  join  in  the  luncheon  provided  Saturday. 

All  registrations  received  after  February  12  will  be  subject  to  a 50%  late  fee. 


Written  12:43  PM  Feb  9,  1996  by  berryj@okway . okstate . edu 
in  igc : indig. info  */ 

"Oklahoma  State  U.  - Spring  Contest" 

OKLAHOMA  STATE  U.,  STILLWATER,  OK 
SPRING  CONTEST  POWWOW 
March  23,  1996 

Contest  in:  Men's  Fancy,  Traditional,  Grass  and  Straight  Categories. 

Women's  Cloth,  Buckskin,  and  Fancy  Shawl  Categories 
Colvin  Center  Annex  - OSU  Campus 

(Hall  of  Fame  to  Cleveland  St.,  go  South  1 block  to  Farm  St.,  2 
blocks  to  the  west). 


MC: 

Headsinger : 

Head  Man  Dancer: 
Head  Lady  Dancer: 
Arena  Director: 
Co-Host : 

Gourd  Dance  2:00pm 
Supper  5:30pm 

Grand  Entry  7:00pm 


Ron  Harris 
Mike  Whitecloud 
Ralph  Haymond 
Angela  Thurman 
George  Alexander 
Osage  Gourd  Clan 


Stroud,  OK 
El  Reno,  OK 
Pawnee,  OK 
Shawnee,  OK 
Ponca  City,  OK 
Pawhuska,  OK 


Arts  and  Crafts  Welcome,  $25.00  Set-up  Charge 


Drum  Contest  $300.00  (one  place) 

Sponsored  by  OSU  Native  American  Student  Assoc. 


From:  Meyna@ix.netcom.com  (Dulia  White  ) 
Subject:  Pow  Wow  Info 


Posted  for  Brad  Two  Bears,  Echota  Cherokee: 

The  Vasquez  Rocks  1st  Annual  Traditional  Inter-Tribal  Pow  Wow  is  set  for 
Dune  1 & 2,  1996. 


Dan  Tom  - Paiute/Pomo 
Big  Heart  Singers;  Wild  Horse  Singers 
Eddie  Dancinghawk  - Apache/Sioux 
Tina  Calderon  - Shoshone 
The  Aztec  Dancers 
Vasquez  Rocks  is  located  off  Hghwy.  14,  between  Canyon  Country  and 
Lancaster,  CA  --  Aqua  Dulce  exit. 

Interested  vendors,  dancers  and  singers  should  contact  Brad  at  (818) 
761-4474  as  quickly  as  possible. 


Host  & MC: 

Host  Drums: 

Head  Man  Dancer: 

Head  Woman  Dancer: 
Special  Guest  Dancers: 


From:  b.zygo@mail.utexas.edu  (Brian  H.  Zygo) 

Subject:  Baylor  Pow-Wow 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Baylor  University  Native  American  Student  Association 
Second  Annual  Benefit  Pow-Wow 
"Spirit  of  the  Earth" 

Saturday,  March  23,  1996 

Ferrell  Special  Events  Center 

Baylor  University  Campus,  Waco,  Texas 


Gourd  Dancing:  5:00pm 
Grand  Entry:  7:00pm 

Master  of  Ceremonies: 

Head  Man  Dancer: 

Head  Lady  Dancer: 

Head  Gourd  Dancer: 

Host  Singer: 

Invited  Singer: 

Arena  Director: 

For  More  Information, 
Department  of  Student  Activities 
Keith  Bullock  (817)  755-3930 


Frank  Tongekeamha  (Kiowa)  Dallas,  Tx 
Lyndon  Alec  (Alabama-Coushatta)  Livingston,  Tx 
Yolanda  Poncho  (Alabama-Coushatta)  Livgstn,  Tx 
Dack  Battise,  Sr  (Alabama-Coushatta)  Livgstn,  Tx 
Norman  Nanui  (Comanche)  Lawton,  Ok 
Laverne  Littlecalf  (Cheyenne)  El  Reno,  Ok 
Carlos  Bullock  (Alabama-Coushatta)  Cleveland,  Tx 
Contact : 

(817)  755-2371 


Directions : 

If  you're  coming  into  Waco  on  1-35,  take  the  University  Parks  Exit  and 
head  East.  The  Ferrell  Center  is  several  blocks  down  and  will  be  the 
big  dome  building  on  the  left. 

If  you're  coming  from  Houston  or  College  Station  on  Highway  6,  when  it 
hits  Waco  you'll  see  an  exit  for  Highway  6 & Loop  360,  don't  take  that 
take  the  next  exit,  or  what  can  be  best  described  as  a left  lane  exit. 
The  Ferrell  Center  will  be  up  on  your  right. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Danet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Doe  Quickie,  AIM(American  Indian  Movement), 
Glenn  Welker,  Liz  Dominguez  via  Susanna  Shreeve,  Dohn  Berry,  Phillip  Manuel, 
Lisa  Faruolo(Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee),  Brooke  Craig,  Sam  Monet, 
Linda  Brookover  via  webmaster,  Dohn  S.  Brack,  Dordan  S.  Dill,  Dan  Umstead, 
Indigenous  Revolutionary  Clandestine  Committee,  Doeline  R.  Webber 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

— "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Feb  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

GE  Electronic  Mail 


Subject:  Walk  for  the  Earth  --  Florida,  Feb  24  - Apr  13 

To:  Multiple  recipients  of  list  NATIVE-L  < NATIVE - L@TAMVM1 . TAMU . EDU> 

Original  Sender:  eschutz@igc.apc.org  (Eric  Schutz) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

WALK  FOR  THE  EARTH:  A JOURNEY  FOR  FUTURE  GENERATIONS 
February  24  - April  13,  Everglades  to  Tallahassee 

A 725-mile  walk  to  call  attention  to  Florida's  threatened  ecosystems. 
Sponsored  by  the  Florida  Coalition  for  Peace  and  Justice  (FCPJ) 

The  purpose  of  the  walk  is  to  focus  attention  on  threats  to  Florida's 
natural  environment  brought  about  by  corporate  greed,  rampant  growth, 
public  ignorance,  political  ineffectiveness,  and  ever  increasing 
population  density. 

The  walk  begins  Feb.  24  on  Hwy.  41  in  the  Everglades,  traditional 
home  of  the  Seminole  people  and  the  ultimate  water  source  for  the 
state.  It  will  be  led  by  Bobby  C.  Billy,  Spiritual  Leader  of  the 
Independent  Traditional  Seminole  Nation. 

Itinerary : 

Everglades,  Miami,  West  Palm,  west  around  Lake  Okeechobee, 

Orlando,  Ocala  National  Forest,  Gainesville,  Perry,  Madison, 

Tallahassee . 

Rally: 

Saturday,  April  13,  from  3-6  p.m.  a rally  on  the  steps  of  the  old 
Capital . 

Legislative  action: 

Monday,  April  15,  visit  State  representatives  with  demands  for  an 
end  to  the  pollution,  contamination,  unrestrained  development,  and 
corporate  control. 

For  more  information: 

E-mail:  danh@oo.com  latu@worldramp.net 
Look  for  Web  for  the  Earth,  a web  site  with  information  on  Florida's 
environment  and  on  the  walk  as  it  happens.  Coming  to  a server  near  us. 

I will  post  more  details  soon.  Cheers  - Eric  Schutz 


Subject:  R.E.T.A.I.N.  Conference  Announce. 

Original  Sender:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry)uu 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  1996  R.E.T.A.I.N.  Conference  - Retention  in  Education  for  Today's 
American  Indian  Nations  will  be  held  at  the  U.  of  AZ,  Tucson,  AZ  on 
April  20-23,  1996 

VISION:  To  inspire  unity  of  action  between  American  Indian  tribal 
nations  and  higher  education  institutions  in  addressing  retention 
issues  related  to  academic  success  of  Native  American  college 
students . 

GOAL:  To  provide  for  the  exchange  of  ideas  and  methods  through 
interactive  forums  w/  higher  education  retention  researchers, 
practitioners,  planners;  tribal  higher  education  personnel  and  tribal 
leaders;  and  American  Indian  students  on  retention  strategies  related 
to  Native  American  students  in  higher  education. 


CALL  for  PAPERS:  Preference  given  to  researchers  who  have  written 
papers  which  address  retention  strategies  that  affect  Native  American 
college  students.  Selected  presenters , Panels  - group  discussion. 

TARGET  AUDIENCE:  Higher  Education  Administrators , Retention 
Researchers,  Practitioners  and  Planners,  Tribal  Higher  Education, 
Tribal  Officials,  and  American  Indian  college  students. 

Paper  submission  deadline  - March  15,  1996. 

Notice  of  Selection  - March  29,  1996 
Preregistration  Due  - April  1,  1996 
To  submit  papers:  Contact  Dr.  G.  Bruce  Meyers,  Assist.  Dean  of 
Students,  Native  American  Affairs  - Nugent  #203,  U.  of  AZ,  Tucson,  AZ 
85721  (520)621-3835,  FAX  (520)621-9880 
e-mail:  gmeyers@u. arizona.edu 

FOR  ATTENDEES:  Contact  Dulia  Mason  (520)621-3835  or 
e-mail  to:  3mason@ccit.arizona.edu 


FEES:  Preregistration  before  April  1,  1996  $195.00 

Registration  after  April  1,  1996  $225.00 

Students  $125.00 

One  Day  $ 75.00 


Submitted  to  the  NET  by  3ohn  Berry 


Subject:  AISES  symposium  at  UND  (18-19  April) 

Original  Sender:  cbenedic@prairie . nodak. edu  (Cindy  B.) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  IS  MARCH  31,  1996 

FIRST  NATIONS  RESEARCH  SYMPOSIUM 

sponsored  by  AMERICAN  INDIAN  SCIENCE  AND  ENGINEERING  SOCIETY 
AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  NORTH  DAKOTA 

APRIL  18  AND  19,  1996 

This  symposium  will  provide  an  opportunity  for  Native  students  at  the 
high  school,  junior  college  and  university  level  to  participate  in 
presenting  their  work  through  a poster  board  session  or  oral  presentation. 

It  is  our  goal  to  encourage  science  research  in  the  various  disciplines.  We 
acknowledge  the  social  sciences  in  this  symposium  and  invite  students  to 
display  their  projects.  Our  AISES  chapter  hopes  to  create  an  atmosphere  for 
potential  students  with  research  interests  to  come  and  observe  the  works  of 
others  and  become  acquainted  with  successful  research  endeavors.  By 
fostering  research  careers  it  is  our  hope  that  we  can  learn  from  one  another 
and  create  a networking  between  students  with  similar  interests.  It's  a 
wonderful  opportunity  to  bring  together  people  that  have  a desire  to  ask 
questions  about  science  and  seek  answers. 

There  will  be  also  be  a Pow  Wow  sponsored  by  the  University  of  North 
Dakota  Indian  Association  on  April  20th,  1996.  We  hope  you  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  participate  in  the  activities  planned  during  that  time. 

The  following  is  the  registration  form  for  the  Symposium.  I've 
attached  an  itinerary  of  the  symposium.  If  there  are  any  questions  or 
concerns,  please  feel  free  to  email  those  questions,  or  to  write  me  at  the 
address  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  page. 

REGISTRATION  FORM 
AISES-UND  CHAPTER 
FIRST  NATIONS  RESEARCH  SYMPOSIUM 
APRIL  18, 19TH,  1996 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

SCHOOL  AND  SCHOOL  ADDRESS: 


TEACHER/PROFESSOR  ASSISTING  WITH  PR03ECTS : 


TRIBAL  AFFILIATION: AISES  HIGH  SCHOOL  CHAPTER:  Y/N 

DISCIPLINE  OF  STUDY:  BIOLOGY_  CHEMISTRY_  EARTH  SCIENCE_  MATH_  SOCIOLOGY_ 
COMPUTER  SCIENCE_  PSYCHOLOGY_  NURSING_  MEDICINE_  ENGINEERING_ 

OTHER 

WILL  YOU  BE  PRESENTING:  POSTER 

ORAL ( a limited  number  of  speaking  time 

is  available) 

+++++++++++++++ABSTRACT  DEADLINE  IS  MARCH  31 , 1996+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
ACCOMMODATIONS  ARE  AVAILABLE  AT  THE  DORMS  AND  LOCAL  HOTELS.  PLEASE  REGISTER 
BY  MARCH  20,  1996  SO  THAT  WE  CAN  HELP  YOU  WITH  THE  LODGING  ARRANGEMENTS. 

*** REGISTRATION  INCLUDES  MEALS  **** 

REGISTRATION  FEES:  $10.00  HIGH  SCHOOL  STUDENT 

$20.00  3UNIOR/UNIVERSITY  STUDENT 
$30.00  GRADUATE  STUDENTS/PROFESSIONAL 
GROUP  RATES  ARE  AVAILABLE 

>>>>>>>>>>>>  AFTER  FEBRUARY  1,  1996  THE  REGISTRATION  FEES  WILL  BE<<<<<<<<< 

$20.00  HIGH  SCHOOL  STUDENT 
$40.00  3UNIOR/UNIVERSITY  STUDENT 
$60.00  GRADUATE  STUDENTS/PROFESSIONAL 


SYMPOSIUM  FORMAT 


APRIL  18,  1996 

12:00-l:00pm 

WELCOME.  AISES  MEMBERS  INTRODUCTION. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  EVENTS 

1:00-1:20  pm 

INMED  (Indian  in  to  Medicine)  Coordinator  speaker 

1:20-1:40  pm 

MARC/AH' 30'GUN  (Minority  Access  to  Research  Careers) 
Coordinator 

1:40-2:00  pm 

Howard  Hughes  Scholarship  Coordinator 

2:00-3:00  pm 

Dr.  Patrick  Weaselhead:  Vision  for  Change 

3:00-3:20  pm 

Break 

3:20-3:40  pm 

RAIN  (Retention  of  American  Indians  in  Nursing)  Coordinator 

3:40-4:00  pm 

TRIO  Programs  Coordinator 

4:00-5:00  pm 

Social  hour 

5:00-6:00  pm 

Transportation  to  dinner 

6:00-8:00  pm 

Dinner  (pot  luck) 

8:00-12:00  am 

Dance  for  students 

8:00-12:00  am 

INMED  Art  Auction 

April  19th,  1996 

8:00-9:00  am 

Breakfast  (continental) 

9:00-11:00  am 

Poster  Session  I 

9:00-10:00  am 

Speaker  I 

9:00-3:00  pm 

Career  Fair 

10:00-12:00  pm 

Oral  Presentations 

10:00-11:00  am 

Speaker  II 

12:00-1:00  pm 

Lunch 

1:00-2:00  pm 

Speaker  III  Dr.  David  Potter,  Harvard  Medical  School 

2:00-3:45  pm 

Poster  Session  II 

2:00-3:00  pm 

Speaker  IV 

3:00-4:00  pm 

Speaker  V 

4:00-5:45  pm 

Banquet/Awards 

For  further  information  or  questions  please  contact: 
Cynthia  Benedict  or  Tim  Wilkie 
PO  Box  12916 
Grand  Forks,  ND  58203 
701-746-5883  or  701-775-8051 


Date:  Tue,  13  Feb  1996  14:49:45  -0500 

Subject:  Sacred  Run  -Walk  for  Water 


Original  Sender:  brokenma@umdnj.edu  (MaryAnne  BrokenNose) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

PICT 

At  the  behest  of  the  circle  of  Elders,  in  preparation  for  the  1997 
INTERNATIONAL  SACRED  RUN  in  England-Ireland-Scotland;  PICT  is  sponsoring 
the  4th  ANNUAL  WALK  FOR  WATER  in  alliance  with  the  SACRED  RUN 
FOUNDATION'S  "RUN  OF  THE  ANCESTORS"  500  mile  relay,  Cincinnati  to  Atlanta 
link  run. 

Founded  by  Denis  3.  Banks  in  1978  the  SACRED  RUN  has  travelled 
48,180  miles  carrying  the  message  of  the  sacredness  of  all  life  and  the 
need  to  maintain  the  delicate  balance  between  humankind  and  our  Mother 
the  Earth.  As  co-ordinator,  P.I.C.T.  (Preserve  Indigenous  Culture  and 
Tradition)  is  arranging  the  travel  and  accommodations  for  the  Sacred  Run  in 
Scotland  in  1997  and  is  inviting  all  interested  parties  and  organizations 
to  attend  our  walk  in  the  Pine  Barrens  of  New  Dersey. 

loin  our  ceremony  and  share  our  concerns  as  address  the  current 
problems  of  local  and  global  water  degradation  and  the  multitudinous 
threats  to  all  through  the  continued  use  of  nuclear  power.  This  year  PICT 
was  asked  bye  F.O.E.  (Friends  of  the  Earth)  Scotland  to  inform  and  unite 
the  American  people  in  opposition  to  the  proposal  to  send  up  to  14,000 
highly  enriched  uranium  spent  fuel  rods  of  U.S.  origin  to  the  Dounreay 
Nuclear  Facility  in  Scotland  for  processing. 

The  people  of  Scotland  have  not  been  consulted  on  this  issue.  The 
transportation  of  nuclear  waste  across  Europe  is  an  unnecessary  risk  to 
people  living  along  the  route.  The  safety  standards  for  the  waste 
containers  is  inadequate  and  there  is  no  need  to  have  this  material 
reprocessed.  Vast  quantities  of  nuclear  materials  there  will  increase 
radioactive  emissions  from  the  site. 

Scotland  welcomes  the  Sacred  Run  in  1997  with  open  arms,  hearts 
and  homes.  Ancient  tribal  routes  will  be  made  available  to  the 
participants.  We  at  P.I.C.T.  are  impelled  and  obligated  to  help  our 
Scottish  brothers  and  sisters  stop  this  nuclear  madness  and  call  their 
plight  to  the  worlds  attention.  As  a long  oppressed  people  with  no  voice 
in  their  own  land  we  see  an  obvious  relationship  of  the  Scottish  people 
to  our  native  brothers  and  sister  here  on  Turtle  Island. 

Please  call  908  477-4071  1 or  914  591-5962  for  information  on 
these  events,  loin  our  ceremony  on  March  30th  at  9am  at  the  crossroads  of 
Rte  70  and  Rte  72  on  the  4 Mile  Circle  in  the  Pine  Barrens  of  New  lersey. 
Please  let  us  know  if  your  coming  so  we  have  an  idea  of  how  many  people 
will  be  there. 

PICT 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

I have  sent  the  above  message  on  behalf  of  PICT.  I will  try  to 
forward  any  e-mail  messages  sent  to  me  regarding  this  but  please 
understand  that  I do  not  check  my  mail  everyday  and  it  may  take  some  time 
to  get  back  to  you.  If  anyone  knows  of  any  other  listservs  where  I can 
post  this  message.  I am  especially  interested  in  environmental  or  native 
groups.  We  are  also  interested  in  hearing  from  student  organizations.  Thanks. 


Date:  Tue,  13  Feb  1996  15:33:15  +0000 

Subject:  National  Health  Rally  and  Day  of  Drumming 

Original  Sender:  powless@ibm.net 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

This  is  to  advise  a national  day  of  drumming  and  national  rally 
to  be  held  February  16,  1996  and  February  23,  1996  respectively. 

These  events  are  being  held  to  protest  Canadian  governments  cuts 
to  health  benefits  and  rights  of  the  First  Nations  citizens  in  Canada. 
The  February  16,  1996  Day  of  Drumming  is  a national  call  to  action 
seeking  participation  across  Canada  with  drumming  to  continue 
from  1:00  pm  until  3:00  pm  Ottawa,  Ontario  time. 

The  National  Rally  (protest)  is  scheduled  for  Friday  February  23,1996 
in  Ottawa  at  Parliament  Hill  which  will  also  include  a press 
conference.  All  participants  are  asked  to  assemble  at  the 
Citadelle  Hotel  on  Lyon  Street  in  Ottawa  at  10:00  am. 


Following  the  rally  participants  are  asked  to  re-assemble  at 
the  Citadelle  for  a discussion  of  future  actions  to  be  taken. 
For  Information  contact  Chiefs  of  Ontario  at  416  972  0212. 


Date:  Tue,  13  Feb  1996  21:00:07  -0500 

Subject:  EDCAW  National  Symposium 

Original  Sender:  carmel@glen-net . ca  (Carmel  Vivier) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Please  post  this  announcement  or  pass  on  this  message  to  appropriate  places. 
Economic  Development  for  Canadian  Aboriginal  Women  (EDCAW)  announces  its 
upcoming  National  Symposium: 

"Forging  New  Linkages" 

Aboriginal  Women  and  Business 

March  19-21,  1996 

Delta  Chelsea  Inn,  Toronto,  Canada 

WORKSHOP  SESSIONS: 

Structure  of  Business 
Business  Planning 
Financing 

Selling  Products  or  Services 
Networking 

REGISTRATION  FEE: 

$20.00  (Twenty  dollars) 

TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS: 

Canadian  Airlines  International  and  Pash  Travel  are  the  official  airline  and 
travel  agency.  Please  call  the  following  toll  free  numbers: 

1-800-883-0941  Pash  Travel 
or 

1-800-665-5554  Canadian  Conventionair 

Please  refer  to  Convention  number  CUTN  #M3029  EDCAW  when  making  reservations 
For  more  information  please  call  (613)  563-0994  or  1-800-754-4082  or  e-mail 
us  at:  edcaw@ottawa.net 

<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>* 

Carmel  Vivier 
Saw-Whet  Communications 

http: //www. saw -whet . ca /Saw -Whet /index. html 
e-mail:  carmel@saw-whet . ca 

Coordinator/WebMaster  NativeWeb  Electronic  Store 
http : //web . maxwell . syr . edu/nativeweb 

<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>* 

"RE : Paugesukq  Nation  Threatened"  

Date:  Sun,  11  Feb  1996  15:52:28  -0500 
From:  inobu@aol.com 

Sub j : Paugesukq  Nation  threatened  in  Connecticut 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Golden  Hill  Paugeesukq  Tribal  Nation  in  Connecticut  is 
threatened  with  genocide  by  the  State  legislature.  The  State  has 
been  involved  in  a battle  against  this  community  for  the  past 
several  years,  including  a four  month  long  siege  of  the  reservation 
at  Colchester  over  a dispute  arising  out  of  cigarette  taxes.  Now, 
the  State  is  putting  forward  a bill  to  remove  state  recognition 
from  the  Nation.  This  comes  at  a time  when  the  State,  opposing  the 
tribe's  petition  for  federal  acknowledgement,  is  withholding  vital 
documents  concerning  the  three  hundred  and  seventy  five  year 
unbroken  history  of  state  to  state  relationships  with  the  tribe. 

The  BIA  is  violating  the  guidelines  set  out  in  the  Code  of  Federal 


Regulations,  in  ruling  on  a petition,  not  certified  by  the  tribe, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  destroying  this  tribal  nation.  The  tribe 
has  not  certified  the  petition  for  the  reason  that  the  documents 
are  not  complete  without  the  state  records  that  have  been  withheld. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  people  organize  to  stop  the 
removal  of  recognition  from  this  people  which  will  no  doubt  end 
with  the  removal  of  reservation  lands.  THIS  IS  THE  GENERATION  THAT 
MUST  SAY  NOT  ONE  MORE  INCH  OF  NATIVE  LAND!  Please  form  Golden  Hill 
Paugeesukq  Defense  Committees. 

Phone  - email  or  call  about  how  you  can  help 

To  form  Golden  Hill  Paugeesukq  Defense  Committees,  write  to: 

Golden  Hill  Paugeesukq  Reserve 
95  Stanavage  Rd. 

Colchester  CT.  06457  - 4015 

Phone  860  537  0390  Or  e.  mail  InOBU@AOL.COM 

"RE:  Pooly  Cooper/Oneida  History" 

Date:  Wed,  7 Feb  1996  14:56:45  +0000 

From:  umstead@oneida-nation.org  (Dan  Umstead) 

Sub j : Pooly  Cooper-Oneida  History 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

CHIEF  ROCKWELL'S  POLLY  COOPER  - an  Exhibit 
Shako:wi  Cultural  Center,  February,  1996 

The  Polly  Cooper  Shawl  is  one  of  the  greatest  relics  of  the  Oneida 
People.  Linked  to  it  is  the  story  of  George  Washington's  sick  and 
starving  army  wintering  at  Valley  Forge  in  1777-78.  The  suffering  was 
relieved  by  an  Oneida  gift  of  corn  organized  by  Chief  Skenandoah.  An 
Oneida  woman,  Polly  Cooper,  stayed  to  help  the  soldiers  and  to  teach 
them  how  to  prepare  the  nutritional  and  medicinal  food.  Refusing  to  take 
money  in  payment.  Cooper  did  accept  this  shawl  in  token  of 
Washington's  gratitude. 

This  story  is  at  the  heart  of  Oneida  oral  tradition  passed  down 
through  the  generations.  It  expresses  the  unswerving  friendship  and 
timely  aid  offered  by  the  Oneidas  in  the  most  perilous  hour  of  the  United 
States . 

It  also  symbolizes  the  relationship  between  the  Oneidas  and  the 
United  States.  In  times  past,  any  agreement  of  the  Haudenosaunee 
(Iroquois)  was  accompanied  by  a gift;  usually  it  was  wampum  but  it 
might  be  an  animal  skin  or  textile  also.  The  gift  was  tied  to  the  words  of 
the  message  and  the  object  underlined  the  truth  and  importance  of  the 
words.  So  it  is  with  the  shawl.  As  memorial  to  the  American 
acknowledgement  of  Oneida  help  and  sacrifice,  the  Polly  Cooper  Shawl 
testifies  to  a pact  of  the  Revolutionary  War  in  the  traditional 
Haudenosaunee  way. 

The  Shawl  is  also  an  icon  of  neglected  and  little  known  history. 

> From  non-Native  documentary  sources  it  is  clear  that  the  Oneidas 
contributed  greatly  to  the  birth  of  the  American  nation.  Oneidas  played  a 
key  role  in  the  most  important  American  victory  of  the  war,  the  repulse  of 
British  invasions  at  Fort  Stanwix  and  Saratoga  in  1777.  They  certainly 
aided  Washington's  army  at  Valley  Forge.  Later,  they  fought  beside  New 
York  soldiers  in  several  battles  of  the  Mohawk  Valley.  The  sacrifices 
they  made  in  the  American  cause  of  liberty  were  enormous.  They  lost 
the  lives  of  perhaps  a third  or  more  of  their  people.  After  losing  their 
homes,  they  lived  as  refugees  for  four  years  enduring  hunger,  smallpox, 
and  lack  of  adequate  clothing  and  shelter  (see  endnote). 

To  date,  non-Native  written  sources  neither  confirm  nor  deny  the 
Polly  Cooper  story.  However,  we  do  know  that  an  Oneida  woman  called 
Polly  Cooper  by  English  speakers  was  alive  during  the  Revolution  and  did 


serve  again  as  a cook  in  the  American  cause  during  the  War  of  1812. 

We  also  know  that  the  tradition  of  Polly  Cooper  is  very  old  locally 
and  goes  back  to  those  with  living  memory  of  those  times.  William 
Honyost  Rockwell  (1870-1960),  an  important  Oneida  leader  earlier  in  this 
century,  heard  the  story  of  his  ancestor  Polly  Cooper  when  he  was  a 
small  child.  Chief  Rockwell  knew  the  tradition  of  Skenandoah,  corn,  and 
Valley  Forge  but  he  emphasized  parts  of  the  story  which  held  the  richest 
meaning  for  him.  He  stressed  Cooper's  bravery  and  selflessness  in  a 
righteous  cause.  Above  all,  he  understood  it  as  a parable  for  the 
traditional  matriarchal  wisdom  of  his  people. 

Chief  Rockwell  wrote  about  his  ancestor  Polly  Cooper  several 
times  between  the  1930s  and  1950s.  The  following  account  has  been 
compiled  from  his  two  longest  passages  on  the  subject.  The 
unpublished  Rockwell  Papers  are  owned  by  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation. 

George  Washington  is  called  the  father  of  this  country;  an  Indian 
woman  of  the  Oneida  Nation  should  be  called  the  mother  of  this  country. 

Her  name  was  Polly  Cooper.  She  cooked  for  George  Washington  and  his 
staff  of  officers  when  they  were  located  in  Philadelphia.  Polly  Cooper  would 
not  accept  cash  payment  for  her  part  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Isn't  that 
just  like  what  a mother  does  for  her  children? 

So  the  wives  of  the  officers  invited  Polly  Cooper  to  take  a walk 
downtown  with  them.  As  they  were  looking  in  the  store  windows,  Polly  saw 
a black  shawl  on  display  that  she  thought  was  the  best  article.  When  the 
women  returned  to  their  homes,  they  told  their  husbands  what  Polly  saw 
that  she  liked  so  well.  Money  was  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the 
purpose  of  the  shawl,  and  it  was  given  to  Polly  Cooper  for  her  services  as  a 
cook  for  the  officers  of  the  Continental  Army.  The  shawl  is  still  owned  by 
members  of  the  Oneida  Nation,  descendants  of  Polly  Cooper. 

When  I was  a boy,  I used  to  hear  my  people  talk  about  Polly 
Cooper's  bravery,  about  how  she  cooked  and  carried  water  to  the  soldiers. 
Whenever  she  had  a chance  between  the  hours  of  cooking  duty,  Polly 
would  roll  up  her  sleeves  and  take  two  pails  of  water,  one  container  in  each 
hand,  and  go  into  the  battlefield.  She  would  give  water  to  quench  the  dry 
throats  of  the  soldiers  on  either  side  and  she  walked  on  both  sides  of  the 
firing  line  without  fear  of  harm.  Polly  Cooper  gave  water  to  the  enemy 
soldiers  as  well  as  to  the  men  in  the  colonial  army  because  she  believed  the 
war  was  not  over  water  or  food.  She  knew  that,  when  the  war  was  over, 
people  would  continue  to  have  all  the  water  and  food  they  needed  no 
matter  which  side  won.  Polly  knew  the  war  was  about  freedom  in  thought, 
to  develop  principles  for  the  good  of  all  living  and  the  coming  generations. 

Polly  Cooper's  thoughts  were  that  all  men,  no  matter  what  country 
they  were  fighting  for,  they  all  had  mothers.  And  the  mothers  didn't  send 
their  sons  out  to  kill  other  mothers'  sons.  All  the  old  Indian  people  I heard 
talk  50  years,  60  years,  and  70  years  ago  favored  the  mothers'  right  to 
govern  people.  Mothers  carried  the  child  before  it  was  born.  They  nursed 
and  cared  for  it  in  every  way  so  that  the  infant  knew  the  hands  that  held  it 
were  a dependable  love. 

Before  the  Europeans  came  into  the  country,  the  Iroquois  women 
were  the  heads  of  domestic  affairs.  Since  they  took  upon  themselves  the 
responsibilities  of  the  home,  it  was  therefore  very  natural  they  should  have 
the  right  to  govern  home  affairs.  I support  the  good  judgment  of  my  Iroquois 
ancestors  who  yielded  to  womanhood  for  love  and  a peaceful  government 
(William  Rockwell). 

Endnote:  The  government  of  the  United  States  acknowledged  the 

contributions  of  the  Oneidas  in  the  Revolution  as  well  as  the  severity  of 
their  sacrifices. 

1777:  "We  have  experienced  your  love,  strong  as  the  oak,  and  your  fidelity, 
unchangeable  as  truth.  You  have  kept  fast  hold  of  the  ancient  covenant 
chain,  and  preserved  it  free  from  rust  and  decay,  and  bright  as  silver.  Like 
brave  men,  for  glory  you  despised  danger;  you  stood  forth  in  the  cause  of 
your  friends  and  ventured  your  lives  in  our  battles.  While  the  sun  and  moon 
continue  to  give  light  to  the  world,  we  shall  love  and  respect  you  (lournals 
9:996)." 

1784:  "The  immovable  firmness  with  which  you  have  preserved  your  faith 
to  Congress  and  attached  yourselves  to  the  fortunes  of  America  has  justly 


raised  your  glory  among  nations.  It  is  a glory  that  will  last  as  long  as  any 
memory  of  these  times  shall  remain.  Congress  has  not  forgot  your  fidelity 
and  attachment  (Campisi  1988:58)." 

1794:  The  Oneidas  "adhered  faithfully  to  the  United  States,  and  assisted 
them  with  their  warriors;  and  in  consequence  of  this  adherence  and 
assistance,"  the  Oneidas  "at  an  unfortunate  period  of  the  war,  were  driven 
from  their  homes,  and  their  houses  were  burnt  and  their  property  destroyed 
(Kappler  2:37) . " 
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A photograph  of  the  Polly  Cooper  Shawl  is  available  on  the  Oneida  Indian 
Nation  Home  page  at  http://one-web.org/oneida/  Follow  the  link  to  "Little 
Known  Historical  Facts" 
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"RE : Cornell  Job  Announcement"  

Date:  Thu,  8 Feb  1996  10:27:46  -0600 
From:  mwilson@csd.uwm.edu  (Michael) 

Sub j : Cornell  Job  Announcement 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

INSTRUCTOR  POSITION  AVAILABLE 

Cornell  University's  American  Indian  Program  is  seeking  to  hire  an 
instructor  in  American  Indian  Studies  for  an  academic  year  appointment, 
effective  August  20,  1996.  Responsibilities  include  teaching  two 
lower-division  classes  and  one  upper-division  seminar,  and  an  active 
research  program  which  may  relate  to  the  dissertation.  Teaching  and 
research  must  be  on  Native  American  Studies  topics,  but  can  be  either 
interdisciplinary  or  focused  on  a single  disciplinary  perspective. 

Candidates  should  have  completed  the  Ph.D.  by  July  1st,  1996,  and  must 
submit  the  following:  a C.V.,  descriptions  of  proposed  courses  to  be 
taught,  a brief  statement  outlining  research  project,  three  letters  of 
recommendation,  and  a writing  sample  of  no  more  than  twenty  pages.  Salary 
is  commensurate  with  qualifications  and  experience.  Apply  by  writing  to 
Jane  Mt.  Pleasant,  American  Indian  Program,  300  Caldwell  Hall,  Cornell 
University,  Ithaca,  NY  14853;  or  call  (607)  255-6587,  if  you  have  any 
questions.  Deadline  for  application:  March  1,  1996. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Sandra  Cook 

American  Indian  Program 


300  Caldwell  Hall 
Phone:  255-5991 
Fax:  255-6246 
++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"RE : Terrorist:  John  Miranda"  

Date:  12  Feb  1996  15:59:37  +0100 
From:  monet@aloha.net  (sam  monet) 

Sub j : "terrorist"  3ohn  Miranda/a  broad  view 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

February  7,  1996 

Sand  Island,  O'ahu,  Hawai ' i . . . . 28  year  old,  part  Hawaiian,  3ohn  Miranda 
was  killed  by  local  police  in  a hail  of  gunfire,  ending  an  ordeal  that 
riveted  the  otherwise  industrious  downtown  Honolulu  business  community  on 
the  issue  of  racial  discrimination  in  the  workplace.  As  television  cameras 
showed  Miranda  falling  to  the  pavement  dying,  swat  team  police  officers,  who 
had  surrounded  the  Seal  Masters  of  Hawai 'i  building  on  Sand  Island  Access 
Road  where  Miranda  worked  as  a laborer  fired  three  more  bullets  into  his 
bullet  riddled  body.  Though  not  directly  related,  this  incident  follows  on 
the  heels  of  native  Hawaiian  activist  and  sovereignty  protestor  Kahale  Smith's 
suicide  on  Kaua'i  two  weeks  ago.  Many  native  Hawaiian  sovereignty  groups 
have  not  yet  commented  on  this  latest  incident  involving  a Hawaiian  man, 
who  has  been  called  a "terrorist"  by  his  former  employer. 

Miranda,  who  once  spent  2 days  in  a Honolulu  jail  for  driving  without  a 
license,  accused  his  former  employer  of  being  bias  against  Hawaiians, 
promoting  a Canadian  co-worker  who  had  been  with  the  company  for  only  short 
time,  ahead  of  him  and  other  local  employees.  Miranda's  employer  denies 
the  claim. 

In  defense  of  Miranda's  "criminal"  record,  an  attorney  in  Hawai 'i  was 
recently  involved  in  a traffic  accident  where  alcohol  might  have  been  a 
factor.  The  case  made  the  news  because  it  was  alleged  that  the  haole 
attorney  did  not  have  a drivers  license  or  auto  insurance.  The  State  of 
Hawai 'i  did  not  prosecute  the  case,  leaving  the  attorney  with  an 
unblemished  record.  All  too  often,  native  Hawaiians  go  to  jail  for  crimes 
that  their  non  native  counterparts  suffer  very  little  for. 

The  Miranda  incident  reminds  this  author,  who  was  in  Beirut,  Lebanon  in  the 
early  1970' s at  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war,  of  similar  "terrorist"  acts 
sometimes  reported  in  the  west.  Palestinian  refugees,  in  defense  of  world 
outrage  at  such  acts  committed  by  desperate  people,  accused  former  Israeli 
Prime  Minister  Begin  of  being  a "terrorist"  in  British  "occupied"  Jerusalem 
30  years  earlier.  Apparently,  Mr.  Begin  set  off  a bomb  in  a hotel  full  of 
foreign  tourists,  killing  several  of  the  non  Israeli  visitors  to  Palestine, 
bringing  to  the  attention  of  the  world,  the  plight  of  his  people  long 
dispossessed.  Begin  was  called  a hero  by  his  people. 

While  being  denounced  by  the  news  as  another  "stress"  related  incident  in 
the  workplace,  Miranda  was  clearly  on  a suicide  mission.  He  demanded  a 
$20,000  ransom  be  thrown  into  the  air  for  others  like  him,  out  of  work  and 
out  of  hope,  to  retrieve.  Miranda  vowed  not  to  "go  back  to  jail"  where 
overcrowding  has  prompted  the  State  of  Hawai 'i  to  send  "surplus"  local 
prisoners  out  of  state  to  Texas  to  serve  their  sentences.  Most  of  the 
surplus  prisoners  were  part  Hawaiian. 

In  thinking  about  what  to  write  about  this  incident,  I spent  the  day 
talking  to  people  within  the  local  community  seldom  heard.  At  a service 
station  in  Waianae,  a rural  community  on  west  O'ahu,  men  talked  of 
barricading  the  only  highway  in  and  out  of  the  predominantly  Hawaiian  area 
in  support  of  Miranda  and  to  protest  the  plight  of  native  Hawaiians.  At 
the  Waialua  health  club,  a 61  year  old  Filipino  man  talked  about  the 
closing  of  the  local  sugar  company,  putting  him  and  his  neighbors  out  of 
work,  venting  outrage  at  his  white  employer  who  continues  to  live  in 
grandeur.  The  lifelong  former  sugar  company  employee  was  taking  a position 
sympathetic  to  part  Filipino  Miranda.  A car  full  of  young,  local  surfers 


parked  at  Chun's  reef  painted  "go  John"  on  their  rear  window. 

In  general,  the  white  community  is  unsympathetic  to  Miranda,  thanking  god 
that  he  was  killed.  It  has  been  reported  that  one  day  after  the  incident, 
Miranda's  Canadian  supervisor  has  received  several  telephone  death  threats. 

While  certainly  not  condoning  wanton  acts  of  violence,  it  should  be  noted 
that  frustration  is  all  to  often  manifested  by  violent  behavior,  usually  in 
a domestic  setting,  against  innocent  spouse  or  children.  Often,  people 
are  advised  to  identify  the  source  of  their  frustration  and  take  direct, 
positive  action  to  eliminate  the  frustration  at  its  point  of  origin, 
whenever  possible  or  to  simply  ignore  the  problem.  Miranda's  action  was, 
however  inappropriate,  focused  at  what  he  apparently  perceived  to  be  the 
immediate  source  of  his  frustration  and  anger.  He  apparently,  did  not 
count  to  ten. 

The  State  of  Hawaii's  economy  is  on  the  verge  of  economic  collapse. 
Corruption  and  graft  by  at  all  levels  of  government  has  contributed  to  the 
financial  woes  that  contributed  to  the  "downsizing"  at  Miranda's  place  of 
employment.  Miranda  knew  that  if  he  survived  this  act  of  violence,  he 
would  be  sent  far  away  (Texas),  a fate  worst  than  death,  suffered  by  native 
Americans  on  the  U.S.  continent  in  the  1800' s. 

The  Chinese  general  Sun  Tzu  (500  B.C)  once  counseled  his  monarch  that  it 
is  not  wise  to  give  an  enemy  no  means  of  retreat,  saying  that  a desperate 
foe  is  extremely  dangerous  and  will  fight  to  the  death.  John  Miranda  will 
not  be  the  last  patho/socio/economic  suicide  in  paradise,  clearly  another 
act  of  desperation  in  our  Hawaiian  homeland. 

Sam  Monet 

P.0.  Box  309 

Haleiwa,  Hawai'i  96712 

Ph/Fax:  (808)  638-8934/  638-8018 

email:  monet@aloha.net 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  MCLR-L,  NativeWeb,  Uptowne,  INNU-L, 
NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L  listservers;  Chautauqua  Newsletter;  Planet  Peace; 
Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc . culture . native, alt . activism,  alt.org. earth-first 
First  Nations  Survival  Support  Network;  UUCP  & Genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"Our  cause  is  as  a child's  cause,  in  comparison  with  the  power  of  the 
white  man,  unless  we  can  stop  quarreling  among  ourselves  and  unite 
our  energies  for  the  common  good." 

Chief  Spotted  Tail,  Brule  Teton  Sioux 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


This  issue  begins  with  two  strong  articles  about  being  human  beings,  and 
how  some  place  greater  or  lesser  value  on  the  quality  of  one  human  being  or 
group  of  human  beings. 

Creator  makes  no  such  judgements.  He  looks  at  the  heart  of  a human  being; 
and,  traditionally,  so  did  our  ancestors.  Is  it  not  time  to  honor  this  way 
of  thinking,  or  is  this  another  tradition  that  will  be  lost  to  the  pressures 
of  assimilation  or  blood  quantum? 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Bridging  Worlds  of  Misunderstanding 

- Reverse  Assimilation 

- Necessary  Illusion 

- Crow  Nation  Alert 

- Why  Onesided 

- Prayers 

- Grave  Desecration  In  Tennessee 

- ICWA  Appeal  to  Supreme  Court 

- Muzzle  Request 

- Native  Leaders  on  Quebec 

- Sacred  Instructions 

- Review:  The  Rez 

- Poem:  Dreaming  Into  the  Ground 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

-  — "RE:  Bridging  Worlds  of  Misunderstanding"  

Date:  15  FEB  96  08:43AM 

From:  "KING,30HN"  <john . king@draco . dhs . state . tx. us> 

Subject:  ARTICLE  ABOUT  KICKAPU 

UUCP  email  [Editorial  Note:  Sincere  thanks  to  John  for  the  forward 

and  to  Roberto  for  granting  redistribution  of  his  article. 
We  too  have  seen  the  shame  imposed  on  our  beautiful  copper 
ladies  by  those  who  would  have  them  assimilate.] 

O'Siyo  Gary! 

The  following  was  forwarded  to  me  by  a friend  who  is  on  the  Latino-net, 
and  I think  it  should  be  shared.  I personally  have  observed  the  self- 
loathing  that  many  of  our  sisters  have  about  their  skin  color,  or  their 
hair  and  eye  color. 

Walking  together, 

John  King 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Adopted  Kids 

- More  on  Adopted  Kids 

- Casino  Help  Anyone? 

- AIM/FBI  Papers  Research 

- Mt.Hood  Sun  Dance  Grounds 

- Urgent:  Gustafson  Lake 

- Fort  Reno  Update 

- Cowlitz  Project 


LATINO  SPECTRUM  To:  Multiple  recipients  of  list  MCLR-L 

<MCLR-L@msu .edu> 

This  message  is  posted  as  a service  to  MCLR  subscribers. 

From:  XXXRoberto@aol.com  Message- ID: 
<960208211023_316750237@mail06 . mail . aol . com> 


Chronicle  Features,  San  Francisco  RELEASE  DATE:  On  or  After 
February  9,  1996  LATINO  SPECTRUM  by  Roberto  Rodriguez  & Patrisia 


Gonzales  Bridging  Worlds  of  Misunderstanding 

Our  Uncle  Doe  remembers  how  Mama  Mencha  dried  tobacco  along  a 
river,  raising  her  hands  to  pray  to  grandfather  sun. 

Mama  Mencha,  our  great-great  grandmother,  was  Kikapu  Indian.  U.S. 
history  books  say  the  Kikapua  (as  they  are  known  in  their  own 
language)  were  first  sighted  by  the  "white  man"  in  the  Great  Lakes 
region . 

Mama  Mencha  crossed  south  at  "the  pass  of  the  eagle"  (now  Eagle 
Pass),  giving  us  roots  in  two  countries.  She  settled  in 
Nacimiento,  Mexico,  when  our  people  were  pushed  into  Mexico  from 
the  United  States  while  fleeing  Indian  wars.  Our  uncle,  or  "Tio 
Chema,"  as  we  call  him,  remembers  her  stories  about  seeing  Santa 
Anna  ride  by  on  his  horse.  The  Kikapu  (as  they  are  known  in 
Mexico)  were  given  land  by  the  Mexican  government  and  unrestricted 
passage  between  the  two  countries. 

Mama  Mencha  died  at  age  115  in  1937.  She's  buried  without  a marker 
in  a private  family  cemetery  in  Waco,  Texas. 

Tio  Chema,  who  looks  like  the  Indian  head  on  an  old  nickel  and 
likes  to  go  to  the  powwows  in  Oklahoma,  is  a keeper  of  family 
stories.  We  are  also  Comanche  from  one  of  our  mother's  side  of  the 
family,  but  those  stories  have  been  lost.  A people  without  stories 
is  a people  without  memory  or  history.  Sometimes  all  that  remains 
of  a people's  history  are  names  on  birth  certificates,  sepia 
photographs  and  stone  inscriptions  that  are  later  misinterpreted  by 
archaeologists . 

Often  we  have  wondered,  when  do  Indians  cease  being  Indians--when 
do  they  lose  their  memory,  their  tongue? 

In  the  '40s,  as  the  animals  they  had  hunted  for  sustenance  were 
killed  off  in  Mexico,  the  Kikapua  (which  loosely  translates  as  "the 
people  who  keep  moving")  were  forced  to  follow  the  migrant  stream 
into  the  United  States.  They  camped  under  a bridge  in  Eagle  Pass, 
Texas,  and  became  known  as  "the  bridge  people." 

Our  relatives,  however,  disliked  the  nickname.  "We  are  not  bridge 
people.  We  are  not  cardboard  people,"  they'd  say,  referring  to  the 
cardboard  homes  that  some  migrants  lived  in. 

But  the  moniker  has  new  meaning  for  us  nowadays,  as  we  find 
ourselves  bridging  nations  at  indigenous  summits.  At  conferences, 
we  are  often  asked  to  translate  for  Spanish-speaking  southern 
indigenous  nations  and  English-speaking  North  American  Indians. 

As  writers,  we  are  also  translators  of  cultures,  within  the  Latino 
communities,  between  native  people  and  mestizos,  and  between  Latino 
communities  and  our  mainstream  readers.  At  other  times,  we  bring 
to  our  readers  knowledge  from  ethnic  scholars  that  might  otherwise 
remain  locked  in  ivory  towers.  We  often  say  we  are  "bridge  people" 
who  help  to  bridge  wide  cultural  gulfs  of  misunderstanding. 

We  remember  being  on  a bus  in  Mexico  City  when  a fair-haired  mother 
screamed  at  her  child,  who  was  slow  to  board,  "Don't  be  an  Indian." 

We  recall  how  an  instructor  friend  of  ours  participating  in  the 
mother-daughter  program  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  told  the  girls  they  were 
all  beautiful.  When  one  girl  asked,  "Even  if  you  look  like  an 
Indian,  Miss?"  the  instructor  replied,  "Especially  if  you  look  like 
an  Indian." 

It  reminds  us  of  our  own  childhoods,  of  thinking  we  were  ugly 
because  we  were  dark  and  Indian,  washing  our  skin  furiously,  hoping 
we  would  wash  our  color  away.  A friend  of  ours  remembers  going  to 
bed  at  night  and  praying  she  would  wake  up  blond.  Another  friend 
says  that's  why  some  Latinas  dress  with  garish  clothes,  makeup  and 
baubles--to  cover  up  the  Indian. 

We  see  Chicanos  and  Latinos  as  people  from  four  directions  because 
most  of  us  are  a mixture  of  Indian,  European,  African  and  Asian. 

This  mixture,  however  historically  has  generally  been  viewed  by 
both  Spaniards  and  indigenous  people  as  contaminated  blood. 

During  the  debate  over  the  Columbus  Quincentennial  in  1992,  left 
out  of  the  discussion  were  the  vast  heirs--or  rather--the  product 
of  the  conquest  of  the  Americas,  the  mestizos.  We  concluded  then 


that  the  Americas  will  heal  its  racial  wounds  when  mestizos  not 
only  stopped  hating  Indians,  but  stopped  hating  themselves.  Part 
of  the  healing  requires  that  we  all  start  to  view  mestizos  as  one 
group,  with  multiple  identities,  cultures  and  histories,  albeit 
begotten  of  war  and  conquest. 

Perhaps  a better  term  for  mestizos  is  bridge  people  who,  because  of 
their  unique  experience  of  coming  to  terms  with  the  conflict  that 
created  their  culture,  can  be  bridges  over  the  walls  of  prejudice. 

On  the  tree  of  humanity,  there  are  many  leaves  and  flowers,  but  to 
paraphrase  Cuban  patriot  lose  Marti,  our  trunk  will  always  be 
indigenous . 

(Copyright  Chronicle  Features,  1996) 

+ Latino  Spectrum  is  a nationally  syndicated  column,  distributed  by 
Chronicle  Features.  Rodriguez/Gonzales  can  be  reached  at  (915) 

593-2387,  P.0.  Box  370394,  El  Paso,  Texas  79937  or  at 
XXXROBERTO@AOL.COM  or  PATRISIAX@AOL.COM 

+ Readers  are  encouraged  to  call  or  write  their  local  editors  and 
encourage  them  to  carry  the  Latino  Spectrum  column. 

"RE : Reverse  Assimilation"  

Date:  Tue,  13  Feb  1996  17:54:40  -0800  (PST) 

From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Sub j : Assimilation 

UUCP  email 

Gary... can  you  put  the  words  up? 

Reverse  Assimilation 

O' siyo. . . . 

I keep  hearing  the  words... the  arguments. . .the  anger ...  about  a subject 
which  continues  to  plague  First  Nations ...  and  so,  tonight,  in  the  shadow  of 
the  Smokey  Spirit  Mountains ...  I speak  my  heart... and  hope  that  you  might 
learn  of  this... and  perhaps ...  move  on  to  speak  of  it  to  others... 

Several  Decades  ago... when  the  failure  to  exterminate  we  of  First 
Nations  failed... the  second  plan.. or  as  one  of  my  young  students  might  put 
it.. Plan  "B"  was  formulated ....  and  it  was  called .. .Assimilation .. .the  idea 
to  blend  us  into  the  Dominant  culture. . .thus, 
eliminating. . .or. . .exterminating  us  by  a legal  means... 

I have  always  fought  Assimilation ...  and  fought  strongly  for  First 
Nations  Sovereignty. .. .but  have  never  spoken  before  of  my  reasons.  Perhaps 
tonight  it  it  time  then  to  speak  my  heart  to  you. 

First... Know  that  there  are  many  in  this  circle... who  are  of  different 
beliefs. . .different  colors. . .different  nations ...  countries ...  but  all... all 
have  the  same  dream... to  live  together  in  peace  upon  a Earth  which  will 
support  us  only  if  we  love  her... and  heal  her... and  put  our  own  selfish 
self  interests  behind.  All  of  us  in  this  circle. . .care  of  each 
other... most  not  having  a idea  of  what  the  others  "look"  like... nor  what 
nationality ...  and  it  merely  is  not  important  to  us...Flold  onto  that  thought 
as  I try  and  struggle  to  speak  to  you.... 

I was  born  Indian when  it  was  not  popular  to  be  an  Indian ...  Before 

Dances  With  Wolves  moved  our  First  Nations  into  the  public  heart... I 
remember  walking  down  a street  and  people  moving  over  to  the  other  sidewalk 
when  I passed... at  the  age  of  5.... I remember  when  we  were  hungry.... of  a 
time  when  we  had  nothing. . .nothing. .but  the  love  of  each  other  to  sustain 
us... and  we  would  laugh... oh,  how  we  would  laugh... for  we  had  the  freedom 
unknown  to  so  many. . .the  gift  of  seeing  the  beauty  in  life... and  though 
poor... I remember  swimming  in  our  creek  on  our  land  with  my 
cousins .. laughing  and  fearlessly  accepting  their  dare  to  fall  from  the  rope 
we  had  hung  on  the  tree  there.  Love. .. remember  this  word... for  it  is  all 
that  has  held  we  of  First  Nations  together  for  so  very  long... so  very  long. 

We  have  always  used  the  phrase. .Mother  Earth... long  before  it  was  a 
popular  term... we  have  LIVED  that  term.  We  have  believed  we  are  the 


caretaker  of  Mother.. and  that  all  fruitful  things  are  born  from  her... as 
from  a real  woman... she  is  sacred... the  lifegiver . . . . 

In  this  belief .. .we  never  believed  any  one  could  own  her.  We  rejected 
the  concept  of  Individual  ownership ...  and  the  one  common  theme  among  First 
Nations  is  Communal  sharing  of  the  land... and  in  that... the  individual 
responsibility  of  caring  for  it  for  the  good  of  the  whole  Nations.... 

We  take  that  very  seriously 

lerry  Mander  put  it  very  well  I think. ...  about  the  differences ....  and 
why  we  can  never  be  assimilated.... 

ECONOMICS 


Technological  Peoples 
Concept  of  private  property  a 
basic  value,  includes  resources, 
land,  ability  to  buy  and  sell  and 
inheritance.  State  Ownership. 
Corporate  Ownership  predominates. 

Goods  produced  for  sale... not  for 
personal  use. 

Currency  System. .abstract  value 

Competition .. production  for 
private  gain.  Reward  according  to 
task/wages . 

Nature  viewed  as  "resource" 


POLITICS 

Hierarchical  political  forums 


Decisions  generally  made  by 
executive  power,  majority  rule, 
or  dictatorship. 

Laws  are  codified,  written. 
Adversarial  process. 
Anthropocentrism  forms  basis  of 
law.  Criminal  cases  judged  by 
strangers . 


Concept  of  "State 


Native  Peoples 

No  private  ownership  of  resources 
such  as  land,  water,  minerals  or 
plant  life.  NO  concept  of 
selling  land.  No  inheritance. 


Goods  produced  for  use  value 


Barter  system .. concrete  value 

Cooperative,  collective 
production . 


Nature  viewed  as  "being"; 
humans  seen  as  part  of  nature. 


Mostly  Non  hierarchical , "chiefs 
have  no  coercive  power. 

Decisions  usually  based  on 
consensus  process  involving 
the  whole  tribe. 

Laws  transmitted  orally.  No 
adversarial  process.  Laws 
interpreted  for  individual 
cases.  "Natural  Law'  used  as 
basis.  Criminal  cases  settled 
by  peers  KNOWN  to  "criminal". 

Identity  as  "Nation" 


SOCIOCULTURAL  and  DEMOGRAPHIC 


Large  scale  societies ...  most  have 
high  population  density 


Lineage  mostly  patrilineal 


Nuclear  two  or  one  parent 
families;  also  "singles" 


Revere  the  Young  things 

History  written  in  books, 
portrayed  in  TV  documdramas 


Small  scale  societies .. all 
people  acquainted;  low 
population  density 

Lineage  mostly  Matrilineal, 
Family  property  rights  run 
through  the  female. 

Extended  Families,  generations 
Sometimes  many  families  live 
together. 

Revere  the  Old  things 

History  transmitted  in  oral 
traditions,  carried  through 
memory. 


RELATION  to  ENVIRONMENT 


Humans  viewed  as  superior  life 
form;  Earth  Viewed  as  "dead" 


ARCHITECTURE 

Space  designed  for  separation  and 
privacy 

Hand  edged  forms;  earth  covered 
with  concrete 


Entire  world  viewed  as  alive: 
plants,  animals,  people,  rocks. 
Humans  NOT  superior,  but  equal 
part  of  web  of  life.  Reciprocal 
relationship  with  non  human  life. 


Space  designed  for  communal 
activity. 

Soft  forms;  earth  not  paved 


Construction  designed  to  survive  Construction  designed  to 

individual  human  life.  eventually  dissolve  back  into 

the  land;  materials  biodegradable 
in  one  lifetime. 


RELIGION  and  PHILOSOPHY 

Separation  of  spirituality  from  rest  Spirituality  integrated  with  all 

of  life  in  most  Western  Cultures;  aspects  of  daily  life, 

church  and  state  separated;  materialism 
is  dominant  philosophy  in  Western 
Countries . 


Either  monotheistic  concept  of 
single,  male  god,  or  atheistic 


Polytheistic  concepts  based  on 
nature,  male  and  female  forces, 
animalism. 


Futuristic/linear  concept  of 
time;  de-emphasis  of  past. 

The  dead  are  regarded  as  gone. 

Individuals  gain  most  information 
from  media,  schools,  authority 
figures  outside  their  immediate 
community  or  experience 

Time  measures  by  machines; 
schedules  dictate  when  to  do 
things . 

Saving  and  acquiring 
Humans  viewed  as  above  nature 


Integration  of  past  and  present. 

The  dead  are  regarded  as  present. 

Individuals  gain  information 
from  personal  experiences. 

Time  measured  according  to 
observance  of  nature;  time  to  do 
something  is  when  time  is  right. 

Sharing  and  giving. 

Humans  within  nature 


So... you  see... the  struggle  we  have  to  survive  within  the  technological 
dominant  society ... .where  land  is  viewed  as  "dead"... we  see  is  as  bursting 
with  life.... To  not  be  as  one  with  the  land  is  incomprehensible  to  the 
People.  We  are  as  one  with  the  land.... 

Now.. they  introduce  bills  to  take  back  our  lands  from  us... which  to  us 
is  to  take  away  our  very  lives... our  hearts. . .And,  I say  to  you  this 
thing... we  shall  never  give  them  up... never.  You  might  as  well  ask  for  me 
to  stab  my  own  heart  as  to  ask  me  to  give  up  an  inch  of  the  ground  my 
Grandmother  is  buried  in.  I will  NEVER. . .never. .. .do  this.  Nor. .will  any 
traditional  member  of  First  Nations. 

Many  years  ago... we  used  to  dance. .. sing. .. as  a innocent  people.. as 
children  will  do.  We  never  believed .. .that  those  who  came  to  us  in 
Peace.. who  gave  us  their  words  on  the  written  paper  would  NEVER  keep  their 
promises.  We  did  not  know  the  concept  of  lying.  It  was  unheard  of  among 
our  People.  I remember  my  Grandmother  saying  to  me.. "A  Man's  word  is  his 
Sacred  Oath.. his  Promise  forever..."  We  were  stunned... as  they  began  to 
annihilate  us. .. .massacre  us  in  our  sleeps. .. .without  weapons  to  protect 


ourselves.  I still... to  this  day... cannot  accept  this... I struggle  with 
it... I dream  of  it.. I think  of  it  so  many  times... and  I have  never , never 
understood  it... none  of  it. 

We,  of  First  Nations  believe. . .three  things ...  That  all  land,  water  and 
forest  belongs  to  all ....  private  ownership  is  unthinkable.  All  tribal 
decisions  are  made  by  the  consensus  of  all  members  of  the  tribe  and  we  view 
our  leaders  as  more  like  teachers .. .than  politicians... 

No  one  is  "Higher"  than  another ....  all  people  are  to  be  treated  as 
alike.. the  same... the  same  laws.... and  when  one  is  hungry... you  feed 
them... when  one  is  cold... you  shelter  them... when  one  is  sick.. you  heal 
them.  THAT  is  what  we  believe. 

And  so. .. .now. . .they  introduce  legal  ways  to  exterminate  us.... to  take 
back  our  lands.... our  hearts.... to  kill  us  again... and  I say  to  you... I 
shall  never  give  up  another  inch. . .never. . .For  we  of  First  Nations  are  a 
poor  people... but  have  Honor... and  they  will  have  to  kill  each  one  of  us 
before  we  shall  ever  submit  to  the  death  of  our  ways. 

I wonder  then... if  we  have  been  thinking  backwards  in  this  country  of 
ours... if  perhaps  the  Dominant  Technological  Country  should  assimilate 
itself  into  our  ways... for  I am  spoken  to  so  often... so  often... by  many  who 
come  and  say  I want  to  find  my  home... I want  to  go  home.... I do  not  find 
happiness  here... and  I open  my  arms  to  them  and  say... come  home.. come  home 
to  us... Heal  with  us... eat  with  us... dance  with  us... come  home. 

I say  to  you.... Peace  of  heart  cannot  be  bought  with  a Visa  Card... and 
my  Brothers  the  Cree  have  warned  you.... "Only  when  the  last  tree  has 
died... and  the  last  river  has  been  poisoned ...  and  the  last  fish  has  been 
caught .. .will  we  realize... we  cannot  eat  money." 

Someone  recently  told  me . . . "Brooke,  your  people  cannot  win.  They  simply 
cannot  win.  You'll  probably  do  something  stupid  like  go  out  and  get 
yourself  shot  when  the  holdout  comes.  Its  stupid  to  do  that.  What  would 
you  prove?" 

I thought  of  that... saw  past  their  words.. into  their  heart  and  knew  they 
loved  me  and  feared  for  me... and  in  that  I answered .. .these  words... 

"Of  course  we  will  never  "win"  a battle  of  technology ...  and  of  course 
the  tanks... the  bullets  will  cut  us  down  as  they  did  at  Wounded  Knee... of 
course  we  know  this  thing.  But,  my  Cheyenne  Brother  serve  notice  to 
reclaim  their  lands  of  Ft.  Reno  in  Oklahoma. . .My  Shawnee  Brothers  serve 
notice  they  shall  not  give  up  another  foot  of  their  sacred  lands... My 
brothers  the  Sioux  will  not  SELL  the  Black  Hills... my  Navaho  Brothers  will 
not  give  up  their  lands... and  on.. and  on... Yes,  they  will  take  them 
back. .of  course  they  shall... but  only  after  our  blood  has  nourished  the 
land  in  a last  attempt  to  save  it  to  grow  on  for  our  children ...  and  their 
children ...  and  shed  it  gladly  we  shall.... 

For  there  is  a thing  that  has  not  been  taught  in  this  generation .. .that 
has  been  forgotten  by  many... and  that  thing  is  Honor... My  Sioux  Brothers 
yell  out.. "IT  is  a good  day  to  die."  Yes... it  is. 

When  a Nation  of  People  is  lied  to... when  promises  are  not  kept... then 
Honor  is  destroyed ....  destroyed ....  and  if  a country  cannot  live  in  Honor 
then  what  good  is  it? 

Our  National  Parks  are  now  being  sold  off  to  foreign  interests .. .where 
are  the  People  to  stop  this  dishonor?  Our  homes  are  being  taken  from 
us... where  are  the  voices  in  protest?  First  Nations  protests ...  alone  if 
need  be... but  they  shall  stand  and  plant  their  staffs  deeply  and  refuse  to 
move... and  I say  to  you  this  thing... I am  a mere  woman... I am  fearful  of 
the  tanks... I do  not  wish  to  see  the  bullets  sent  to  my  heart... but  I know 
Honor... and  I will  stand  with  my  Brothers  and  Sisters,  holding  them  tightly 
to  me  as  we  fall... and  if  the  People  of  this  country  do  not  realize. . .that 
there  is  little  time  left  to  save  our  Mother.. then  my  heart  weeps  for  their 
ignorance. 

We  have  sat... for  500  years... in  patient  hearts .. .waiting  for  honor  to 
be  restored ...  for  promises  to  be  kept... and  we  still  wait ....  Perhaps  we 
should  ask  the  Dominant  Culture  to  come  "Assimilate"  with  our  Nations... to 
walk  in  Honor... to  share  our  lands... in  honor... and  lifegiving. . .Maybe  no 
one  has  simply  thought  of  this  thing. 

Gentle  winds  to  your  life  journey  tonight .. .Dance  on... in 
HONOR . . . dance  on ....  a ' ho 


"RE : Necessary  Illusion"  

Date:  Sat,  10  Feb  1996  22:16:50  -0700 

From:  "Leo  T.  Chavez,  Dr."  <cchavez@ucsub . Colorado. EDU> 

Sub j : The  Necessary  Illusion 

Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 

The  following  script  is  about  race  not  about  the  political  gender  issue. 

A Native  American  woman  has  uncovered  the  parts  of  the  necessary  illusion. 
Today's  Planned  Parenthood  was  created  by  racist  intentions.  Its  founder, 
Margaret  Sanger,  said,  "Stop  bringing  to  birth  children  who's  inheritance 
cannot  be  one  of  health  or  intelligence  due  to  the  "colored"  peril." 

I have  always  wondered  why  there  were  never  any  effective  programs  that 
were  implemented  to  improve  ethnic  minorities'  economic  conditions.  See, 
this  is  the  American  mentality  of  "relieve  the  symptoms  and  don't  cure  the 
problem".  Dr.  A.C.  Ross  has  mention  similar  issue,  i.e.:  federal  reserve 
system  and  the  welfare  programs,  that  what  it  comes  down  to  is  same 
substance  different  method.  Be  leery,  but  ask  how  can  I be  helped  so  I 
can  have  a decent  standard  of  living.  This  is  not  an  argument  about 
Pro-Choice  and  Pro-Life,  but  because  that  is  the  the  necessary  illusion. 
Remember  when  those  who  are  talking  about  taxes,  welfare,  military,  crime, 
abortion,  school  prayers  and  the  environment;  what  they  are  really  talking 
about  is  race.  You  kill  a culture,  you  kill  a people.  Learn  the  lesson  from 
Iktomi,  we  need  to  trick  the  trickster (s) . MITAKUYE  OYASIN... 


Leo  T.  Chavez,  Dr. 

"Why  do  people  not  want  to  shake  the  hands  of  those  who  cook  their  meals? 
-Dr.  Phil  Deloria 

"I  am  haunted  by  waters."  -Norman  Maclean 

"Why  so  much  land?"  -Geronimo 

"RE;  Crow  Nation  Alert"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Feb  1996  20:26:30  GMT 

From:  andrea@scicom.alphacdc.com  (Andrea  Lord) 

Sub j : CROW  NATION  - ALERT 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, alt . activism 

The  following  bulletin  is  being  posted  at  the  request  of: 

Arlo  Dawes,  Executive  Assistant,  Crow  National  Branch  Office, 

INDIAN  NATIONS  ALERT  ! 

ABORIGINAL  HUNTING  RIGHTS  THREATENED  ! ! 

On  December  1995,  the  10th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  for  the 
United  States,  Denver,  Colorado,  issued  a decision  against  the  Crow 
Tribe  of  the  Crow  Nation  on  a hunting  case,  which  tested  the 
aboriginal  hunting  rights  of  the  Crow  Tribe  guaranteed  in  the  Fort 
Laramie  Treaty  of  1868.  The  case  is  Crow  Tribe  of  Indians  and  Thomas  L. 
Ten  Bear  vs.  Chuck  Regis,  a/k/a  the  Thomas  Ten  Bear  Case.  The  10th 
Circuit  Court  based  its  decision  on  a controversial  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
decision  in  Ward  vs.  Race  Horse,  1896. 

Thomas  L.  Ten  Bear,  a Crow  tribal  member,  was  cited  by  Chuck 
Regis,  a game  warden  employed  by  the  State  of  Wyoming  Fish  and  Game 
Department,  for  killing  an  elk  on  federal  lands  within  the  Big  Horn 
National  Forest  without  a State  of  Wyoming  hunting  license.  As  part 
of  his  unsuccessful  defense.  Ten  Bear  argued  that  he  had  an  unrestricted 
aboriginal  right  to  hunt  in  the  Big  Horn  National  Forest  (a  federal 
enclave),  as  "unoccupied  lands  of  the  United  States"  under  Article  4 


of  the  Treaty  with  the  Crows,  1868. 

Arlo  Dawes,  Executive  Assistant  to  Clara  Nomee,  Chairperson, 

Crow  Nation,  stated  that  the  Ward  vs.  Race  Horse  decision  of  1896 
has  been  repudiated  and  has  been  criticized  by  courts  over  the  years. 

"The  decision  by  the  10th  Circuit  Court  is  like  reaffirming  the  Dred 
Scott  vs.  Sandford  Case,  which  involved  the  Black  American,"  stated 
Dawes.  The  Crow  Tribe  is  filing  an  appeal  in  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  in  March. 

Because  of  the  different  mitigating  factors  between  the  Ten 
Bear  and  the  Ward  vs.  Race  Horse  decisions.  Crow  Tribal  leaders  and 
tribal  attorneys  stated  that  the  merits  itself  would  likely  warrant 
the  Supreme  Court  to  hear  the  case. 

In  an  unprecedented  feat  in  the  history  of  the  Northern  Great 
Plains,  the  Crow  Indians  and  the  Sioux  Indians,  once  deadly  enemies, 
are  in  discussions  to  put  animosities  aside  to  ally  with  one  another 
to  stand  up  for  a common  cause.  A medicine  peace  pipe  ceremony  between 
the  tribes  is  tentatively  planned  at  the  Crow  Nation  on  Dune  25,  1996. 

Indian  leaders  throughout  the  United  States  are  urged  to  write 
to  President  Bill  Clinton,  Bruce  Babbitt,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and 
lanet  Reno,  Attorney  General,  Department  of  Dustice  to: 

1.  urge  the  United  States  to  intervene  on  behalf  of  the 
Crow  Tribe,  and 

2.  urge  President  Clinton,  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  and 
Attorney  General  lanet  Reno  to  make  recommendations 
to  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  to  hear  the 

Ten  Bear  Case. 

President  Bill  Clinton 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave, 

Washington,  DC  20500 

email:  clinton@whitehouse.gov  or  president@whitehouse.gov 

Attorney  General  lanet  Reno 
Dept,  of  lustice, 

10th  & Constitution  NW, 

Washington  DC  20530 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt 
1849  C Street,  N.W. 

Main  Interior  Bldg.,  Rm.  6151 
Washington,  D.C.  20240 

THIS  IS  A RED  ALERT! ! ! !THIS  IS  A RED  ALERT! ! ! !THIS  IS  A RED  ALERT! ! ! ! 

For  Further  Information  contact: 

Arlo  Dawes, 

Executive  Assistant, 

Crow  National  Branch  Office, 

2024  3rd  Avenue  North, 

Billings,  MT,  59101 

Phone:  406-248-5820 
Fax:  406-248-3341 

"RE : why  Onesided"  - 

Date:  15  Feb  96  08:34:00 

From:  Frosty.Deere@igloo.magicnet.com  (Frosty  Deere) 

Sub j : Why  is  it  things  are  onesided  ? 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Ask  any  native  person  living  any  place  in  the  world  and  you  will  hear 
the  same  thing  over  and  over.  " Why  are  Whitemans'  laws  always  right  and  we 
are  always  wrong  ?" 

Every  Treaty  ever  written  has  been  broken  or  for  some  unknown  reason 


the  native  people  mis-understand  what  they  signed. 

Enter  a courtroom  and  you  walk  away  feeling  that  you  are  trying  to 
steal  your  own  lands  or  some  right. 

Enter  the  courtroom  and  learn  that  one  man  can  remove  the  rights  of  a 
whole  nation. 

Enter  a courtroom  and  learn  that  you  have  lost  the  right  to  fish, 
hunt  and  live  as  a native  person  on  what  you  think  is  your  land. 

What  has  all  to  do  with  anything  ? 

Well  it  has  to  do  with  the  separation  of  Quebec  from  Canada. 

At  the  present  time  both  governments  as  talking  out  of  the  side  of 
there  mouths  and  many  of  the  things  seem  to  be  slipping  out  like  butter  on  a 
hot  knife. 

First  it  was  Ron  Irwin,  pointing  out  that  Canada  had  a right  to 
protect  the  natives  if  they  wanted  to  remain  joined  to  Canada.  He  raised 
the  question,  would  Quebec  use  the  police  if  they  said  "No"  to  separation. 

Quebec  shot  back  with  they  would  send  in  the  police. 

All  this  leads  us  to  one  fact,  they  are  once  again  screwing  with  the 
lives  of  native  people  for  there  own  gain.  So  as  there  war  of  words  are 
slung  back  and  forth  we  sit  in  the  middle  and  have  to  live  with  there  crap. 
The  only  thing  is  we  are  not  sitting  on  our  butts  watching  this. 

So  what  is  new  ? 

Well  now  ex-premier  Bourassa,  comes  out  of  the  woodwork  and  makes  the 
claim  that  the  Cree  gave  up  there  rights  to  the  land  20  years  ago.  I would 
like  to  see  where  its  written  that  they  gave  up  the  land  to  Quebec  ? I have 
the  whole  document  and  can  not  find  it  anyplace  and  would  like  some  to  point 
it  out  to  me. 

Anyway,  since  then  Derry  Peltier  is  very  happy  that  Ron  Irwin,  has 
stated  that  he  will  support  natives. 

Next  we  have  Bernard  Landry  you  claims  that  Chretien,  has  lost 
control  and  that  Irwin  is  acting  like  a drunken  sailor. 

This  is  followed  by  Bouchard  that  Irwin  is  an  imbecile  and  a perfect 

idiot . 

Then  now  we  have  Brassard  saying  Irwin  is  irresponsible  and  ignorant. 
That  he  is  an  arsonist  who  is  fighting  fires  every-where  is  dangerous  and  he 
is  an  ignoramus  who  is  uttering  nonsense. 

Irwin  predicted  bloodshed  if  force  is  used  on  natives  from  leaving 

Quebec . 

But  the  bottom  line  is  that  no  Native  Nation  is  Quebecois. 

...  via  DeltaMail  v2.20  for  SL  (#216378) 

- — "RE:  Prayers"  

Date:  Fri,  16  Feb  1996  11:57:19  -0800  (PST) 

From:  nisqlibr@orcalink.com  (Nisqually  Library) 

Sub j : Prayers 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

With  goodness  to  all  concerns  many  of  the  people  have  suffered  great  losses 
because  of  the  floods  surrounding  the  Mt.  Rainier,  the  cleansing  of  the  earth 
has  begun  the  earthquake  I believe  will  soon  follow  Through  the  prayers  of 
the  power  of  the  good  mind  we  as  Indian  people  must  never  forget  who  we  are 
pray  for  our  relatives  who  reach  high  to  the  creator  the  sacred  cedar  tree 
pray  the  loggers  leave  them  alone  many  songs  are  still  inside  of  them  many 
were  used  to  bury  our  dead.  The  murders  of  the  cedars  must  stop,  vision 
quest  sites  must  be  preserved  all  living  thing  have  spirits  all  life  must  be 
protected  or  we  will  all  suffer....  our  fish  along  the  Nisqually  river  lay 
dead  along  ditches  the  eagle  have  no  fish  to  eat. . .Development  conquer  and 
destroy  is  all  I have  seen  our  earth  mother  is  crying  to  her  people  for  we 
are  the  original  caretakers  of  the  turtle  island ....  remember  your  songs  and 
ceremonies ...  use  your  medicines  in  a good  way  for  all  the  Native  people  and 
protection  of  our  earth.. 


Ska-Da-Wa 


I can  be  reached  at  nisqlibr@orcalink.com 


"RE ; Grave  Desecration  In  Tennessee"  

Date:  12  Feb  1996  21:46:59  -0500 
From:  talleagle@aol.com  (Tall  Eagle) 

Sub j : Grave  Desecration  In  TENNESSEE 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Please,  my  people  and  friends  of  my  people,  help  us  out.  It  will  only 
take  a fax. 

We  have  an  issue  here  in  Middle  Tennessee  that  is  disturbing  and  will 
affect  all  indigenous  peoples  in  the  near  future.  The  State  of  Tennessee, 
the  City  of  Nashville,  and  a Private  Corporation  (The  Flouston  Oilers)  are 
making  plans  to  build  a football  stadium  on  what  is  known  to  be  Native 
American  burial  sites. 

The  second  part  of  the  controversy,  and  possibly  more  damaging,  is  the 
proposed  relocation  of  all  existing  businesses  in  that  area  to  a site 
known  as  Cockrell  Bend,  a well  known,  and  already  proven  Mississippian 
burial  site.  IF  you  wish  to  assist  us  in  our  endeavors  to  stop  this 
transgression  against  our  people,  please  either  write  or  fax  to  Mayor  Phil 
Bredeson,  mayor  of  Nashville.,  address  follows: 

Mayor  Phil  Bredeson 

107  Metropolitan  Courthouse 

Nashville,  Tennessee  37201 

Phone  615-862-8000 
FAX  615-862-6040 

Please  flood  his  mailbox  and  run  his  fax  out  of  paper..  This  is  only  the 
beginning.  We  will  be  begging  for  more  help  in  the  future...  get  ready. 

Thank  you  very  much.  Tall  Eagle 

— "RE:  ICWA  Appeal  to  Supreme  Court"  

Date:  15  Feb  1996  05:53:03  GMT 
From:  icwalaw@maroon.tc.umn.edu 
Sub j : ICWA  appeal  to  US  Sup  Ct 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

On  Monday,  Feb.  12,  the  ICWA  Law  Center  filed  an  appeal  in  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  of  a decision  of  the  Louisiana  Supreme  Court 
upholding  the  adoption  of  a Cheyenne  River  Sioux  baby  into  a white  home 
because  the  child  was  not  being  removed  from  an  "existing  Indian  family." 
The  lower  LA  appeals  court  ruled  that  since  (1)  the  mother  (a  full  blood) 
had  only  gone  to  two  pow  wows  in  the  last  year,  (2)  the  baby  had  never 
lived  in  an  Indian  home  (she  was  placed  for  adoption  in  a white  home  at 
birth),  and  (3)  the  mother  moved  off  the  reservation  at  the  age  of  seven, 
the  child  would  not  be  returned  to  an  "existing  Indian  family"  if  returned 
to  the  mother.  The  appeals  court  ruled  that  the  mother  had  not 
demonstrated  "substantive  tribal  contacts."  Even  the  trial  court  rejected 
the  stupid  existing  indian  family  doctrine,  yet  the  appeals  court  twisted 
the  facts  to  fit  the  doctrine  (as  idiotic)  as  it  is,  which  only  goes  to 
show  how  slippery  the  doctrine  is. 

To  be  safe,  we  tell  our  clients  to  eat  lots  of  fry  bread  and  go  to  at 
least  three  pow  wows  a year  if  they  want  the  ICWA  to  apply  to  their  kids. 
Be  a "real"  Indian  in  the  opinion  of  the  learned  state  court  judges. 

Now  this  mother's  only  hope  is  that  the  US  Supreme  Court  will  accept 
review  of  the  case  and  reverse  the  appeals  court  decision.  At  least  six 
states  have  adopted  the  "existing  Indian  family  "doctrine,  and  four  have 
rejected  it,  and  a few  others  have  opinions  going  both  ways.  We  are  asking 
the  Supreme  Court  to  resolve  this  conflict  once  and  for  all. 


We'll  keep  you  all  posted. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Mark  Fiddler,  Esq. 

Executive  Director 
Indian  Child  Welfare  Law  Center 
1433  East  Franklin  Avenue  18A 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  55404 
612-879-9165  (voice) 

612-879-0323  (fax) 
icwalaw@maroon .tc . umn . edu 

- "RE:  Muzzle  Request"  

Date:  Wed  Feb  14,  1996  at  18:08  EST 
From:  Brave  Star  (a.horovitch@genie.com) 

Sub j : Muzzle  Request 

Genie  email 

Minister  of  Indian  affairs  for  Canada  made  another  provocative  statement  on 
exiting  a cabinet  meeting  today.  Ron  Irwin  said  that  Indians  lands  are  not 
part  of  Quebec  Crown  Land.  This  follows  a bitter  comment  by  Mr.  Bouchard 
(Premier  of  Quebec)yesterday  asking  the  Prime  Minister  to  "muzzle"  the 
minister  of  Indian  Affairs  . The  muzzle  request  came  after  a comment  that  an 
attempt  to  keep  natives  part  of  a separate  Quebec  could  lead  to  violence. 

The  possibility  of  violence  in  Quebec  is  certainly  being  brought  out  into  the 
open  more  today.  The  popular  CBC  radio  noon  call  in  show  discussed  the 
question  of  whether  the  possibility  of  violence  in  quebec  should  be  discussed. 
Very  mixed  response  from  the  audience.  Spokesperson  for  the  Parti  Quebecois 
said  Quebec  is  very  law  abiding  ( forgot  OKA  1990, . forgot  the  mail  box 
bombings  and  the  killing  of  a government  minister  in  the  fight  for  separatism 
in  the  1970's).  It  is  dangerous  he  said,  to  discuss  such  things.  It  is 
inconceivable  that  a part  of  Quebec  could  be  broken  off  from  Quebec  as  a 
whole.  (He  didn't  see  that  many  of  us  feel  the  same  about  Canada). 

Brave  Star 


"RE : Native  Leaders  on  Quebec"  

Date:  Sun  Feb  18,  1996  at  20:35  EST 
From:  Brave  Star  (a.horovitch@genie.com) 

Sub j : Native  Leaders  on  Quebec 

Genie  email 

Quebec  Native  Leaders  repeated  recently  their  stand  of  rejection  on  the 
issue  of  territorial  integrity  of  a separate  Quebec.  Mohawk  Chief  Billy 
Two  Rivers  says  that  " Quebec  can't  do  what  they  want  to  do  without  our 
consent.".  The  statement  was  given  in  response  to  David  Cliche  who  said 
that  Quebec's  territorial  integrity  will  be  recognized  by  Canada,  the  US 
and  some  South  american  countries.  Billy  Two  rivers  said"  The  next  step  is 
to  distribute  this  declaration  to  the  widest  possible  audience  both 
nationally  and  internationally.  We  want  to  make  it  clear  and  leave  no 
doubt  about  our  position  on  Quebec  territorial  integrity.  We  own  this  land 
and  we  will  not  be  forcibly  included  in  a separate  Quebec".  The 
declaration  was  passed  by  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  of  quebec  and 
Labrador . 

In  part  it  reads: 

"We  the  Chiefs  and  representatives  of  the  first  Nations  of  Quebec  and 
Labrador  declare:  For  thousands  of  years  we  have  governed  ourselves  and  our 
lands  and  resources  as  distinct  people's  and  Nations.... 

The  integrity  of  our  societies,  lands,  territories  and  waters  is 
fundamental  right  that  must  not  be  adversely  affected  by  unilateral 
changes  to  the  constitutional  and  political  landscape  around  us:... 

We  assert  our  rights  to  be  full  and  equal  participants  in  any  process 
that  may  effect  us  and  will  not  accept  any  policies  or  practices  by 


governments,  be  they  federal  or  provincial,  that  purport  to  determine  our 
status  and  rights  in  our  absence; 

We  respect  the  right  of  Quebec  to  hold  a consultative  referendum  on 
their  future  but  declare  that  our  Peoples  and  territories  will  not  be 
bound  or  otherwise  affected  by  its  outcome." 

Brave  Star 

"RE : Sacred  Instructions"  

Date:  Sun,  4 Feb  1996  09:08:35  -0500 
From:  Ondamitag@aol.com 
Sub j : Sacred  Instructions 

Chautauqua  Newsletter<Ondamitag@aol . com> 

Sacred  Instructions  to  Native  People 

by  Spiritual  Elder  William  Commanda  and  Frank  Decontie 

The  Sacred  Instructions  given  by  the  Creator  to  Native  people  at  the  time  of 
Creation  were  as  follows: 

A.  To  Take  Care  of  Mother  Earth  and  the  other  3 colors  of  Man 

B.  To  Respect  this  Mother  Earth  and  Creation 

C.  To  Flonour  All  life,  and  to  support  that  Flonour. 

D.  To  be  Grateful  from  the  heart  for  All  life.  It  is  through  life  that  there 
is  Survival.  Thank  the  Creator  at  All  times  for  All  life. 

E.  To  Love  and  express  that  love. 

F.  To  be  Humble.  Humility  is  the  gift  of  wisdom  and  understanding 

G.  Kindness.  To  be  Kind  with  one-self  and  with  others. 

H.  Sharing.  The  Sharing  of  feelings  and  personal  concerns  and  commitments. 

I.  Honesty.  To  be  Honest  with  one-self  and  with  others. 

To  be  Responsible  for  these  Sacred  Instructions  and  to  be  a living 
demonstration  of  these  Instructions  to  other  Nations. 

- — "RE:  Review:  The  Rez"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Feb  1996  00:57:00  +0000 

From:  kristine  donahue  <n9510986@gonzo . cc .wwu . edu> 

Sub j : Review:  The  Rez 

Mailing  List:  UpTowne  Online  Services  <uptowne@yak. nstn . ns . ca> 

THE  REZ  SERIES  SYNOPSIS: 

THE  REZ  is  based  on  characters  first  introduced  to  international 
audiences  by  W.P.  Kinsella's  acclaimed  collection  of  short  stories 
Dance  Me  Outside.  They  became  further  entrenched  in  our  hearts  by 
Bruce  McDonald's  witty,  award-winning  theatrical  feature  of  the  same 
name.  THE  REZ  continues  our  romp  though  the  lives  of  Silas,  Frank  and 
Sadie,  three  smart  and  lippy  First  Nations  teenagers. 

THE  REZ  is  neither  a sitcom,  although  offbeat  and  funny,  nor  a 
political  tract,  although  often  provoking.  The  half-hour  prime  time 
series  is  a swift,  sweet  sequence  of  tales  the  19-year-old  Silas  Crow 
tells  of  his  life,  his  friends,  his  family,  and  the  world  of  the 
Kidiabanesee  Reserve. 

THE  EPISODES: 

#1  DRESSED  LIKE  A FISH 

When  Frank  and  Silas'  beloved  employer  Don  Nanibush  drops  dead  from  a 
heart  attack,  the  boys  are  grief  stricken  and  out  of  a job  at  the 
marina.  At  Don's  wake,  while  contemplating  their  inevitable  move  to 
the  dread  city,  they  are  astounded  when  his  long-forgotten  wife 
Eleanor  arrives  from  somewhere  deep  in  the  wilds  of  Las  Vegas.  She  is 
taking  over,  and  she's  going  to  run  the  place  on  her  own,  thank  you 
very  much.  "This  gal's  used  to  being  on  her  own  hook." 

To  lift  their  flagging  spirits  the  boys  begin  to  discuss  their  own 


funerals.  Frank  quickly  realizes  that  his  is  going  to  be  so  good  he 
doesn't  want  to  miss  it.  So  while  the  pre-emptory  Eleanor  manages  to 
seriously  annoy  all  the  regulars  at  the  marina,  the  boys  throw 
themselves  full  swing  into  planning  a funeral  for  Frank. 

#2  GOLF  AND  POLITICS 

While  Sadie  is  researching  the  history  of  the  reserve  she  discovers  an 
old  and  unresolved  conflict.  It  seems  the  true  boundary  of  their  land 
extends  another  three  acres,  straight  through  Eleanor's  property, 
bisecting  the  bar/marina  where  the  boys  work.  Sadie  promptly  organizes 
a boycott  and  insists  that  Silas  and  Frank  quit  their  jobs. 

Oddly  enough,  the  boys,  in  addition  to  loving  their  paycheques,  feel  a 
perverse  sense  of  loyalty  to  Eleanor,  even  if  she  is  a terminally 
abusive  lush.  And  Sadie  finds  herself  in  direct  conflict  with  Chief 
Tom  who  has  organized  a golf  tournament  and  feels  her  boycott  will 
dismantle  this  all-important  public  relations  gesture.  Unfortunately 
Sadie's  in  too  deep  to  get  out  quickly.  Silas  sets  it  up  and  Sadie  and 
Eleanor  go  toe  to  toe. 

#3  A LITTLE  REVEALING 

Distant  cousin  Betty  Reen  is  getting  married,  and  Sadie,  Lucy  and  Mad 
Etta  have  taken  up  the  challenge  of  throwing  her  a stag  party.  Shocked 
to  discover  that  a male  stripper  will  cost  them  over  $300  plus 
expenses,  they  decide  that  Silas  will  do  it.  They'll  pay  $50. 

Silas  is  somewhat  stunned  but  game.  After  all,  fifty  bucks  is  fifty 
bucks.  Frank  on  the  other  hand,  is  both  hurt  at  not  being  asked,  and 
rather  unsupportive . "Don't  pop  a woody."  On  the  night  of  the  stag,  a 
brawl  has  broken  out  between  Betty  Reen's  sisters  and  the  sisters  of 
her  intended.  In  fact,  a couple  of  ladies  have  stashed  bricks  in  their 
handbags.  Silas  spots  this  and  after  smiling  briefly,  faints.  There's 
nothing  to  be  done.  Frank  will  have  to  go  on.  It's  a matter  of  life 
and  death. 

#4  THE  LONGHOUSE 

When  Lucy,  Frank's  usual  squeeze  abruptly  announces  that  she's  leaving 
the  reserve  and  heading  for  the  city  with  bad  girl  Marni  Green,  Frank 
decides  he  must  stop  her.  Mad  Etta  tells  the  boys  of  an  African  tribe 
who  lock  their  children  in  a "sort  of  a longhouse"  whenever  they 
appear  to  be  making  too  hasty  a decision.  The  boys  then  decide  to  set 
up  an  appropriate  shack. 

After  being  incarcerated  for  all  of  two  seconds,  Lucy  bursts  though 
the  door  to  tell  Frank,  "If  I want  to  walk  away  from  here,  there's  no 
way  you're  going  to  stop  me."  He  knows.  So  she  decides  to  stay  in  the 
"longhouse."  They'll  talk,  it'll  be  good  for  him.  This  was  not  the  plan. 

#5  THE  LARK 

While  on  a trip  into  town,  Silas'  mentally  challenged  little  brother 
Joseph  manages  to  get  a bit  out  of  control,  and  unfortunately  comes  to 
the  attention  of  some  well-meaning  social  workers.  After  attempting  to 
hide  him  at  various  places  around  the  reserve,  even  leaving  him 
briefly  with  Eleanor,  Joseph  is  eventually  discovered  and  shipped 
unceremoniously  to  a group  home  in  Parry  Sound. 

At  the  urging  of  Silas'  mother,  the  boys  and  Sadie  decide  they'll  do 
whatever  it  takes  to  get  him  back.  In  the  words  of  Frank:  "Balaclavas 
over  our  heads,  guns  if  we  have  to,  and  we  just  drag  him  out  of  there." 

#6  DIRTY  GIRLS,  KILL!,  KILL! 

When  Sadie  discovers  that  Frank  has  hired  a team  of  women  to  wrestle 
in  tapioca  pudding  as  a fund-raiser  for  the  reserve's  boys  and  girls 
club  she  flips  out.  It  seems  the  boys  in  holding  on  to  their  youth  and 
callow  ways  are  making  her  feel  like  "an  old  bag".  She's  no  longer  in 
on  the  joke,  she's  always  the  heavy.  It  hurts. 

When  Silas'  sister  Illianna  arrives  with  her  husband  McVey  in  tow,  and 
their  relationship  promptly  explodes  for  similar  reasons,  war  breaks 
out.  It's  the  boys  against  the  women. 


Internet:  donr@uptowne.com  (Donr) 

This  message  was  processed  by  NetXpress  from  Merlin  Systems  Inc. 


RE:  Poem:  Dreaming  Into  the  Ground 


Date:  Wed,  13  Dul  94  06:23:35  GMT 
From:  turtle@aicap.s21.com  (Turtle  Heart) 

Sub  j : dreaming  into  the  ground 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Coming  onto  the  golden  belly 

of  this  mother  the  earth 

where  the  winds  talk 

and  the  stones  cast  no  shadows 

i was  dreaming 

my  face  in  the  ground 

belly  to  belly 

i wept  into  the  earth 

a dreaming 

but  when  it  was  there 

it  was  a singing 

my  mouth  as  wide 

as  the  heart  of  the  earth 

into  the  ground  I was  dreaming 

all  dressed  in  hair 

Tobacco  Indian 

Turtle  Heart  turtle@soft21.s21.com  (Ahnishinabeg) 

American  Indian  Computer  Art  Project  BBS  619-374-2100 
Land  of  Kaw-ii-su  ancestor:  Land  of  Light 

— "RE:  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/02/17  17:28 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

Genie  Electronic  Mail 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  25-March  2 

PEPELUALI 

(February) 

(Kau-lua) 

25 

Love  is  a gift  that  grows  only  with  the  giving. 

26 

What  is  once  found  is  never  truly  lost. 

27 

I return  to  the  earth  to  find  the  place  of  my  beginnings. 

28 

Within  me  lie  the  wellsprings  of  my  own  renewal. 

29 

My  heart  sees  what  the  eye  cannot. 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

March  was  the  season  when  the  malolo,  the  flying  fish,  swarmed  in  the  ocean. 

1 

Everywhere  I look,  I see  beauty. 

2 

Listen  if  you  would  hear  the  music  of  the  land. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 


Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  22  Feb  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

Genie  email 

Sender:  mosa@netcoml2.netcom.com 

Red  Drum  Woman  Society  Singers 
Hosts 

The  Gathering  of  Heartbeats  Drum  Feast 
April  6 & 7,  1996  - Powderhorn  Park 
Minneapolis  MN 

Contact:  Red  Drum  Woman  Society  Singers 
612-227-3949  or  612-722-1746 
Fax:  612-721-8442 

Minneapolis  - The  Gathering  of  the  Heartbeats  Drum  Feast  will  be 
held  on  April  6 & 7,  1996  at  the  Powderhorn  Park  Community  Center 
from  8:00  a.m.  - 10:00  p.m.  on  Saturday,  and  1:00  - 4:00  p.m.  on 
Sunday.  The  gathering  is  hosted  by  the  Red  Drum  Woman  Society 
Singers,  formerly  known  as  Wikoskalaka  - Young  Ladies  Drum  Group, 
and  co-sponsored  by  the  Powderhorn  Park  Neighborhood  Association. 
Female,  male  and  mixed  drum  groups,  and  dancers  are  invited  to 
participate  in  this  weekend  of  traditional  Native  American 
drumming,  dancing,  and  honoring  ceremonies  for  drum  groups  and 
community  leaders.  The  event  is  open  to  the  public  and  a feast  will 
be  held  Saturday  night  at  5:00  p.m.  The  feast  is  free  and  open  to 
all. 

The  Red  Drum  Woman  Society  Singers  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  have 
come  together  over  the  past  three  years  to  learn  the  sacred 
teachings  of  the  Drum.  These  teaching  involve  what  it  means  to  be 
the  seventh  generation,  the  heartbeat  of  the  indigenous  peoples  of 
this  land.  Their  songs  are  a message  to  young  people  across  the 
northern  hemisphere. 

The  women  of  the  Red  Drum  Woman  Society  Singers  are  descended  from 
many  Native  American  nations.  The  group  was  formed  in  1993  when 
several  young  women  had  dreams  of  being  singers  at  a traditional 
Native  American  Drum.  They  are  perpetuating  the  custom  of  Native 
American  Dream  Societies,  believing  that  dreams  hold  the  key  and 
the  power  to  reveal  peoples'  paths  and  purpose  in  this  life. 

The  Red  Drum  Woman  Society  Singers  sing  to  keep  the  Native  American 
culture  alive,  to  instill  a sense  of  pride  and  identity  for  young 
people.  The  group  stands  as  a model  for  the  children,  creating  a 
sense  of  identity  and  belonging,  to  follow  the  path  of  the  Drum  in 
place  of  drugs,  alcohol  or  other  forms  of  self-destruction.  The 
purpose  and  intent  of  the  Drum  Society  is  to  mentor  young  women  in 
their  development  of  leadership  and  community  responsibility 
through  respect  for  elders,  decision  making,  connectedness  to  the 
family  and  the  community.  Native  traditional  awareness,  women's 
cultural  awareness,  and  being  drug  and  alcohol-free. 

Activities,  in  addition  to  traditional  Native  American  drumming, 
singing  and  dancing,  will  include  a Native  American  arts  and  crafts 
sale,  cultural  exchange  workshops,  and  children's  activities.  The 
gathering  is  intended  to  honor  women  and  the  Drum,  and  to  celebrate 
the  right  of  all  indigenous  nations  to  freedom,  language  and  the 
practice  of  spirituality. 

Drum  groups  and  dancers  may  register  to  participate  between  4:00 
and  9:00  p.m.  on  Friday,  April  5,  and  on  Saturday  from  8:00  a.m.  to 
12:00  p.m.  The  first  four  Drum  groups  registered  will  be  paid  and 


day  money  will  be  available  for  dancers.  No  phone  registrations 
please. 

This  event  is  drug  and  alcohol  free  and  smoking  will  not  be 
permitted  in  the  Community  Center  building. 
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"When  we  walk  upon  Mother  Earth,  we  always  plant  our  feet  carefully 
because  we  know  the  faces  of  our  future  generations  are  looking 
up  at  us  from  beneath  the  ground.  We  never  forget  them." 

-Oren  Lyons,  Onondaga  Nation 
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Michele  Lord  LoomWork  mosa@netcom.com 
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From:  Erick  C Johnson  <erickj@CS. Arizona. EDU> 

Subject:  WILDCAT  POW  WOW  in  Tucson,  Arizona 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Tribal  People  United  presents  "The  Third  Annual"  University  of  Arizona 
WILDCAT  POW  WOW  March  2-3,  1996.  Arizona  Stadium,  Tucson,  Arizona. 


HEADSTAFF- 

MASTER  OF  CEREMONIES: 
ARENA  DIRECTOR: 

HEAD  GOURD  DANCER: 
HEAD  MAN  DANCER: 

HEAD  WOMAN  DANCER: 

HOST  NORTHERN  DRUM: 
HOST  SOUTHERN  DRUM: 


Sammy  Tonekei  White 
Lee  Williams 
Gary  Koshiway 
Tahlee  Redbird 
Theresa  Dim 

Star  Blanket  Juniors 
Rose  Hill 


Scottsdale,  Arizona 
Tempe,  Arizona 
Kearns  Canyon,  Arizona 
Carnegie,  Oklahoma 
Brimhall,  New  Mexico 

Balcarres,  Saskatchewan 
Pawnee,  Oklahoma 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  please  respond  or  call  (520)292-8802  for  Gina  or 
Erick,  (520)626-4240  TPU  POW  WOW  HOTLINE. 


n-n— //-//- 

Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Janet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Brooke  Craig,  Andrea  Lord,  Frosty  Deere, 

Leo  T.  Chavez,  ]r.,  Roberto  Rodriguez  & Patrisia  Gonzales  via  John  King, 
Nisqually  Library,  Turtle  Heart  (Healing  the  Sacred  Hoop  with  Song  Poems), 
Tall  Eagle,  Planet  Peace,  Brave  Star,  Mark  Fiddler,  Kristine  Donahue, 

William  Commanda  and  Frank  Decontie  via  Ondamitagos,  Lee  Flier,  Larry  Innes, 
Mary  Dog  Soldier,  David  Burlingame,  David  Goyette,  Joseph  Thompson 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Feb  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

Genie  email 

Original  Sender:  ishgooda@tdi.net  (Jeff  & Linda) 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


American  Indian  Services  of  Detroit  will  be  sponsoring  an  exhibition 
dance  to  benefit  their  First  American  Youth  Program 


WHAT:  CREATOR'S  CHOICE  : Ants  and  Crafts  Exhibition 

WHEN:  Saturday,  May  11,  1996 

11:00AM  - 6:00PM 

WHERE:  Arthur  Lesow  Community  Center 

120  Eastchester 
Monroe,  Michigan 

ADMISSION:  18  and  under  free 

55  and  older  free 

All  others  $1.00 

Vendors  Contact  Linda  at  (313)  243-5695  or 
e-mail  ishgooda@tdi.net 
OR 

Ken  at  (313)388-4100 

(authentic  crafts  only  no  imports  or  rip  offs) 

space  is  limited 

DIRECTIONS:  EXIT  1-75  at  # 13  (Front  St.)  west  on  Front  to  First  St. 

Right  on  First  ST.  2 blocks  (past  railroad  tracks) 
Left  on  Eastchester  tan  brick  building  on  the  right 


Original  Sender:  20676mkb@msu.edu  (Mary .Ojibway) 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Lansing  North  American  Indian  Center  at  1235  Center  Street  in  Lansing, 
Michigan  is  sponsoring  an  "Anonymous  Chef"  dinner  auction  with  meals 
provided  by  any  man  who  has  a penchant  for  cooking,  female  company 
or  both!  Thursday,  February  29th  at  6:30  p.m.  a group  of  hungry 
Aanishnaabekwewag  will  be  waiting  for  the  men  to  bring  in  their 
offerings.  Who  brought  what  will  be  a closely  guarded  secret  until 
the  bidding  has  ended.  Only  the  meal  will  be  described  then  the 
bidding  will  open.  The  highest  bidder  wins  both  the  dinner  and  the 
company  of  the  cook  while  she  enjoys  it!  It's  going  to  be  a great  evening. 
Please  come  with  all  of  your  friends  to  help  us  make  this  old 
fashioned  social  even  better.  This  is  a fundraiser  to  benefit  the 
Center  and  its  programs  so  please  come  out  and  lend  your  support. 

And  gentlemen,  if  you  can't  cook  a piece  of  toast,  you're  not 
alone.  Stop  by  Kentucky  Fried  Chicken  if  you  have  to  but  don't  miss 
what  promises  to  be  a wonderful  evening.  Call  the  Center  at 
(517)  487-5409  if  you  have  any  further  questions.  See  you  on  the  29th! 

(Please  forward  to  anyone  who  might  be  interested  in  attending,  thanks.) 

— "RE:  Adopted  Kids"  

Date:  Fri,  16  Feb  1996  12:13:01  -0600 
From:  lflier@mindspring.com  (Lee  Flier) 

Sub j : Adopted  Kids 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I find  it  interesting  that  most  of  the  discussion  regarding  non-Native 
adoption  of  Native  children  is  centered  around  the  welfare  of  the 
individual  adopted  child.  While  some  valid  points  have  been  raised,  I feel 
that  any  child's  response  to  his  or  her  environment  is  a very  individual, 
idiosyncratic  thing  which  is  very  much  dependent  on  the  child's  basic 
disposition  and  personal  inclinations. 

However,  there  is  still  something  very  wrong  with  the  "strongarm" 
adoption  tactics  which  ICWA  was  designed  to  protect  against,  and  the 
problems  are  much  bigger  than  any  individual  child. 

For  every  Native  child  adopted  into  a non-Native  family, 

1)  there  is  one  less  person  who  will  be  able  to  care  for  the  elders  of 
his/her  people. 


2)  there  is  one  less  person  who  can  keep  his/her  people's  language  and 
traditions  alive. 

3)  there  is  one  less  person  who  might  be  able  to  speak  for  his/her 
people's  land,  and  preserve  it. 

In  short,  every  adoption  is  one  more  nail  in  the  coffin  of  an  entire 
nation  and  culture.  Of  course,  an  individual  can  make  the  choice  to  re- 
claim the  Native  heritage,  but  it's  much  more  difficult  later  in  life, 
especially  without  knowing  one's  family  and  considering  they  may  well  be 
labeled  outsiders  or  "wannabees"  by  their  own  people. 

Several  years  ago,  I met  a 20-year-old  Lakota  man  who  made  quite  an 
impression  on  me.  He  had  grown  up  at  Rosebud  reservation,  endured  the 
poverty  and  hardship  of  this  life,  and  had  at  his  young  age  already 
succumbed  to  alcoholism  and  recovered  from  it. 

The  part  of  this  young  man's  story  that  really  struck  me  was  that  he 
told  me  he  had  received  numerous  offers  from  the  BIA  to  "better  himself"; 
they  offered  him  scholarships,  money,  a car,  all  sorts  of  enticements  to 
get  him  to  leave  the  reservation.  This  would  seem  to  be  the  equivalent  of 
an  "adoption"  of  a different  sort,  with  the  added  sinister  undertone  of 
playing  into  a teenager's  vulnerability  by  pointing  out  the  hardship  and 
hopelessness  of  his  current  situation. 

I thought  my  heart  would  burst  when  this  man  (for  he  is  indeed  a man) 
finished  his  story:  "Every  time  I heard  these  things  from  the  BIA  I told 
them:  But  if  we  young  people  leave,  who  will  care  for  the  elders?  Who 
will  raise  the  children  and  teach  them  the  right  ways?  Who  will  make  sure 
this  land  is  still  here  for  the  people  and  for  the  other  creatures  who 
live  here?  Yes,  my  life  here  is  hard,  but  my  life  means  nothing  compared 
to  the  life  of  my  people.  If  the  people  die,  my  life  will  have  meant 
nothing  anyway." 

The  idea  of  cultural  life  vs.  individual  life  is  a choice  that  is  never 
in  question  for  the  average  European  or  Euro-American;  the  individual's 
welfare  is  always  considered  more  important.  But  that's  only  a current 
luxury  because  there  is  in  the  psyche  of  the  this  culture  absolutely  no 
threat  to  the  survival  of  the  culture  itself. 

Recently,  P.D.  lames  wrote  a novel  entitled  "The  Children  of  Men"  in 
which  in  one  year,  not  far  in  the  future,  every  woman  on  Earth  suddenly 
stops  having  babies.  The  book  depicts  how  individuals  begin  to  behave 
when,  25  years  after  the  last  baby  was  born,  they  realize  there  will  be  no 
future  generations  to  carry  on  the  larger  life  of  mankind.  Far  from 
adopting  a "live  for  today"  attitude  as  might  be  expected  by  many,  the 
book  paints  a probably  far  more  accurate  picture:  people  simply  lose,  as 
♦individuals*,  their  motivation  to  live  or  accomplish  anything. 

For  many  cultures  around  the  world,  this  book  is  not  a work  of  fiction. 
Women  are  sterilized  without  their  permission,  babies  die  or  are  born  with 
birth  defects  due  to  improper  medical  care,  malnutrition  and  toxic 
substances  being  dumped  in  their  homelands,  and  many  of  the  healthy 
surviving  babies  are  adopted  away  or  coerced  later  in  life  into  leaving 
their  families  for  a "better"  life. 

By  the  way,  I do  not  mean  to  imply  in  any  of  this  that  Native  people  who 
live  in  cities  or  attend  school  away  from  the  rez  are  contributing  to  this 
cultural  death.  Some  probably  are,  but  so  are  a lot  of  those  who  stay  on 
the  rez.  The  point  I make  here  is  about  continuity  between  generations, 
about  giving  individuals  a CHOICE,  a chance,  to  work  for  cultural  survival. 
The  choice  will  be  difficult  no  matter  what,  and  some  individuals  will  not 
be  up  to  the  task,  but  a tough  choice  is  infinitely  better  than  none  at 
all. 

= Lee  = 


"RE : More  on  Adopted  Kids"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Feb  1996  08:56:41  -0600 
From:  zzshem@acc.wuacc.edu  (sheldon  mary) 
Sub j : Adopted  Kids 


Mailing  List: 


NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle. ma .us) 


On  this  subject,  I must  say  I am  shocked  that  state  count  systems  are 
actually  ruling  that  urban  Native  American  people  are  not  Native  American 
so  their  children  can  be  placed  in  white  foster  care  or  white  adoptive 
homes  if  they  do  not  a)  read  tribal  newspapers,  b)  vote  in  tribal 
elections,  and/or  c)  practice  traditional  spiritual  ways.  What  does  this 
mean?  Only  a few  years  ago  children  were  removed  and  placed  in  boarding 
schools  and  white  homes  because  their  parents  practiced  spiritual  ways, 
spoke  their  language,  etc.!  As  a result,  I know  some  elders  and  their 
adult  children  who  still  practice  traditional  spiritual  ways  in  secret 
because  of  a fear  of  mainstream  political  and  social  (child  welfare) 
organizations.  So  now  white  mainstream  America  has  found  it  convenient  to 
change  the  rules  to  better  get  their  hands  on  Native  American  children  in 
1996?  This  is  an  obvious  effort  at  continued  forced  assimilation  of 
Native  Americans,  with  the  final  goal  being  control  of  the  indigenous-held 
land  and  its  resources.  White  Americans  who  participate  in  this  new 
maneuver  should  be  reminded  that  they  are  dupes  in  the  200+  year  effort  to 
destroy  Native  America.  If  they  want  to  help  Native  American  children 
(and  babies,  as  mentioned),  they  should  find  ways  to  help  employ  the 
adults,  improve  educational  systems  for  the  children,  improve  health 
systems,  and  end  racism  in  their  own  communities- -starting  in  their  school 
and  criminal  justice  systems. 

Another  example  of  lethal  racism:  I hope  these  state  decisions  are 
appealed!  (By  the  way,  how  many  white  children  are  presently  being  placed 
with  Native  American  families  if  their  white  parents  don't  read  their 
ethnic  newspapers,  vote  in  elections,  and  attend  church?) 

Mary  Dog  Soldier 

"RE : Casino  Help  Anyone?"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Feb  1996  13:24:00  -0500 

From:  frosty.deere@igloo.magicnet.com  (FROSTY  DEERE) 

Sub j : Casino  Help  Anyone? 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

She:kon  kwe  kwe, 

I am  working  with  a community  Casino  Group  in  Kahnawake  Canada. 

I have  gone  to  a few  Casino's  but  I need  information  about  Native 
owned  business  that  supply  the  casino. 

What  we  saw  in  our  visits  were  business  within  the  casino  but  they 
were  not  privately  owned  by  the  native  community  members  of  the 
band/tri be/ nation . 

If  we  were  to  build  a casino  in  this  area  we  want  as  many  of  the 
present  business  people  and  new  business  people  to  have  the  choice  of 
doing  so. 

What  I am  looking  for  is  any  possible  list  of  supporting  business 
owned  by  natives  peoples  that  are  directly  and  in-directly  that  supply  the 
casino. 

We  are  trying  to  gather  a list  vs  the  number  of  business  that  are 
non-native  suppliers. 

In  speaking  to  one  casino,  I have  been  told  that  the  private 
business  that  comes  for  the  tribal  members  were,  flowers,  sand  and  gravel, 
policing,  and  some  construction  equipment. 

When  speaking  with  our  group  we  feel  this  is  not  enough  and  that  we 
should  be  not  only  building  a casino  but  assisting  members  with  the  skill 
of  ower/operator  in  side. 

Meaning  that  members  of  the  band  should  be  running  the  gift  shops, 
fast  food,  travel,  clothing  and  any  number  of  business. 

In  supporting  the  casino  with  cleaning  equipment,  heating  and  air, 
hardware,  construction,  labour,  and  supply  the  private  business  with 
services . 

We  feel  that  working  within  the  casino  and  being  owers  of  these 
will  increase  the  idea  that  this  is  not  just  a free  handout  of  money. 

That  everyone  has  the  choice  to  work  in  the  casino  or  run  a business  that 


they  own.  Private  ownership  is  what  is  supported  here. 

So  if  you  no  someone  that  lives  or  works  in  an  tribal  casino  and 
can  get  me  a listing  of  businesses  that  not  run  by  the  casino  or  its 
management , I would  like  to  here  from  you. 

If  you  happen  to  work  at  a small  to  medium  casino  and  would  like  to 
send  me  information  about  its  operation  you  can  do  that  also. 

My  address  is 
Ronald  Frosty  Deere 
Box  821 

Kahnawake  Quebec  Canada 
:0L-1BO 

Treasurer  Kahnawake  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Member  of  Kahnawake  Peoples  Casino  Group. 

FIDO  address  1:167/502 

Internet  frosty ' deere@igloo . magic net . com 

"RE : AIM/FBI  Papers  Research"  

Date:  10:44  PM  Feb  7,  1996 

From:  sfuwki@scfn. thpl.lib.fi. us 

Sub j : AIM/FBI  papers  research  project 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

February  5,  1996 

Greetings, 

We  are  a non  profit  organization  formed  to  search  for  information 
and  provide  the  public  with  information  they  need  to  make 
decisions.  One  of  our  projects  is  the  publication  of  Red  Sticks 
Press,  a national  American  Indian  newspaper.  We  are  researching 
the  recently  declassified  FBI  records  on  the  American  Indian 
Movement  in  the  1970s.  Included  is  a preliminary  index  of 
declassified  records. 

[ I have  removed  the  index,  feeling  that  it  is  too  long  to  send  out 
in  an  article  on  the  NATIVE-L  list.  Please  get  in  touch  with  David 
at  the  address  given  above  to  obtain  a copy.  --Gary  *] 

* Gary  Trujillo,  Native-L  Admin 

We  hope  to  find  evidence  of  government  misconduct.  Researching  is 
needed  to  connect  the  dots,  so  to  speak,  without  taking  a side. 

The  FBI  records,  combined  with  personal  experiences  may  lead  us 
into  areas  unrevealed  so  far.  Personal  records  from  government 
agencies  may  contain  information  not  contained  in  public 
documents.  If  you  have  any  records  we  could  use  to  cross 
reference  with  what  we  have,  we  would  appreciate  getting  a copy. 

If  you  do  not  have  any,  you  can  file  a Freedom  Of  Information  Act 
request,  and  we  can  assist  you  in  that  process. 

The  FBI  records  consist  of  18000  pages.  The  FBI  charges  10  cents 
a page  for  copies.  Funds  are  needed  to  finish  the  research. 

Documents  obtained  now  may  be  introduced  into  evidence  during  the 
current  Senate  hearing  on  ATF/FBI  misconduct  in  Waco  and  Ruby 
Ridge,  Idaho.  Any  monetary  donations  would  be  greatly 
appreciated.  In  return,  if  we  find  your  record  we  can  get  you  a 
copy,  within  reason-  a volume  or  so. 

If  enough  funds  are  raised  we  hope  to  publish  the  results  in  Red 
Sticks  Press.  Grants  are  being  written  to  provide  for  a 
repository  for  the  papers  and  to  create  an  electronic  database 
so  they  will  be  available  to  everyone  by  computer. 

The  information  contained  within  these  records  will  prove 
invaluable  to  organizing  efforts  and  seeking  justice  for  Native 
people.  On  11/27/73  a memo  was  sent  to  the  CIA  recommending 
further  COINTELPRO  activities,  on  12/4/73  a memo  was  sent 


reminding  them  that  the  use  of  COINTELPRO  activities  was  ordered 
ended  in  a 4/28/71  memo.  Of  course  this  has  nothing  to  do  with 
national  security.  Fascinating  stuff. 

In  solidarity,  David  Goyette  Co-Director 

Compiled  by  Minnie  Two  Shoes  & Paul  Demain 

For  more  information  contact: 

First  Nations  Resource  Network 
PO  Box  59 

St  Petersburg,  FI  33731 
813-821-6604 
813-821-8804  fax 
sfuwki@scfn.thpl . lib . f 1 . us 

Report  on  March,  1995  DC  Trip 

INDEX  NOTE:  Still  in  Draft  Form  5/20/95 

Stack  I,  Volume  1,  62-116878 

AIM  dismissed  as  plaintiff  in  Lawsuit  against  Richard  Field. 

Volume  2,  70-0-3045 

Milwaukee  Coast  Guard  Station  occupation 
Volume  3,  157-28091 

Milwaukee  Chapters 
Wisconsin  AIM 
Neopit  Chapter 
LCO  Chapter 
Hayward  Chapter 
Mike  Tribble 
Monte  Diamond 
Elmer  Gouge 
Dim  White 
Rick  Baker 
Richard  Wolf 

November  8,1973  memo  from  Clarence  Kelly  requesting  information 
on  Directors  of  each  AiM  Chapter  in  country. 

[ The  rest  of  the  index  - nearly  six  hundred  lines  - have  been  removed.  ] 

"RE : Mt.Hood  Sun  Dance  Grounds"  

Date:  Fri,  16  Feb  1996  08:56:28  -0800 
From:  amt@teleport.com  (PLANET  PEACE) 

Sub j : Forest  Service  Revokes  Permit  on  Mt.Hood  Sun  Dance  Grounds 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[Posted  on  behalf  of  the  First  Nations  Survival  Support  Network] 

First  Nations  Survival  Support  Network 
P.O.  Box  42608,  Portland,  OR  97242 
PH:  503/635-0460 

Thursday,  February  15,  1996 

United  States  Federal  Government, 

National  Forest  Service 
vs . 

ANPO,  Native  American  Cultural  Organization  and  Encampment, 
and  the  Sacred  Sun  Dance  Ceremonial  Grounds 

Located  in  the  Tygh  band's  traditional  homelands  (also  known  as  Mt. 
Hood  National  Forest),  there  is  a land  based  encampment  for  Intertribal 
Native  people  to  provide  for  the  preservation  of  these  cultures. 
Permission  and  prayers  from  the  traditional  Elders  of  the  Tygh  band  (Warm 


Springs)  were  given  to  Devere  Eastman  aka  "Brave  Buffalo"  and  ANPO  for 
this  encampment  and  the  Intertribal  ceremonies  to  be  held  on  their 
homelands.  A permit  from  the  Mt.  Hood  National  Forest  was  acquired  in 
1982. 

In  1973,  following  Wounded  Knee,  ANPO  and  the  first  encampment  was 
established  with  the  instruction  and  guidance  of  Frank  Fools  Crow, 

Honorary  Chief  and  Medicine  Man  of  the  Lakota  people,  and  his  adopted  son 
Devere  Eastman. 

In  1982  permission  and  guidance  was  given  by  Frank  Fools  Crow  to 
Devere  Eastman  to  bring  the  sacred  Sun  Dance  Ceremony  to  the  west. 
Permission  and  prayers  were  given  by  the  Tygh  Elders. 

ANPO  camp  has  been  open  to  five  hundred  to  seven  hundred  Indigenous 
people  yearly,  three  seasons  out  of  the  year  since  1982,  providing  ongoing 
activities  and  the  Sun  Dance  Ceremony.  There  are  many  many  families 
involved  who  have  grown  up  and  whose  children  have  grown  up  knowing  these 
sacred  campgrounds  as  their  own.  Many  Native  people  have  sacrificed 
through  ceremonies  for  the  health  of  the  earth,  the  people,  and  all  of 
creation . 

In  1985  Devere  Eastman  resigned,  asking  the  people  to  oversee  ANPO, 
the  camp,  and  the  Sun  Dance.  Devere  Eastman  "Brave  Buffalo"  died  in 
1987.  Since  then,  the  regional  and  national  foresters  have  increasingly 
put  pressure  on  the  camp,  the  organization,  and  the  people  in  forms  of 
restrictions,  limitations,  and  harassments.  ANPO,  family,  and  friends 
have  always  met  these  requirements,  under  the  gun  of  suspension  and  strict 
time-lines . 

Now  the  regional  and  national  forester  have  REVOKED  the  permit  to  the 
lease  on  the  land,  literally  because  of  an  abandoned  truck  and  a fire  tool 
bus  were  not  removed  from  camp  before  winter  set  in. 

The  revocation  followed  on  the  heels  of  ANPO's  request  through  the 
freedom  of  information  act  for  the  "archaeological  findings"  from  the 
desecrating  digs  done  by  the  US  Govt,  in  1995.  Approximately  sixteen 
holes,  4'  x 4'  x 4',  throughout  camp  and  on  the  Sun  Dance  grounds  were 
made. 

Now  we  are  facing  the  US  Govt,  again,  and  this  is  our  peoples'  land. 
We  are  filing  for  an  appeals  hearing  on  March  13,  1996.  We  ask  for  your 
support,  see  information  below. 

We  will  be  having  a support  network  meeting  Saturday  March  9,  1996  at 
5 PM  at  the  Greenpeace  office,  26th  & SE  Ankeny,  to  establish  letter 
writing  campaign  and  phone  trees  of  support. 

In  Spirit,  First  Nations  Survival  Support  Network 

ACTION  NEEDED! 

CALL  FOR  THE  REINSTATEMENT  OF  ANPO  NATIVE  AMERICAN  CULTURAL  ENCAMPMENT 
Special  Use  Permit,  User  # 4217  (Record  # 70,  region  06,  Barlow  01,  Wasco 
County  Oregon)  with  the  Mt.  Hood  National  Forest  Service,  Dept,  of 
Agriculture . 

WRITE/CALL/FAX: 

John  Lowe,  Regional  Forester 

USDA  Forest  Service,  ATTN:  1570  Appeals,  P.0.  Box  3623,  Portland,  OR 
97208-3623 

PH:  503/326-3625,  FAX:  503/326-7577 

National  Forest  Service,  Dept,  of  Agriculture 
ATTN:  1570  Appeals,  Auditors  Building,  201  14th  Street,  SW  at  Independent 
Ave.  SW,  Washington,  DC  20250 
PH:  202/205-1065,  FAX:  202/205-0885 

Christina  Raaendondo/Roberta  Moltzen,  Forest  Supervisors 
2955  NW  Division  St.,  Gresham,  OR  97030 
PH:  503/666-0700,  FAX:  503/666-0641 
Rep.  Elizabeth  Furse 

2701  NW  Vaughn  #860,  Portland,  OR  97210 
PH:  503/326-2901,  FAX:  503/326-5066 
Senator  Ron  Wyden 

259  Russell  Building,  Washington,  DC  20510 


PH:  202/224-5244,  503/231-2300 
Senator  Mark  Hatfield 

Special  District  Center,  727  Center  St.  NE,  Salem,  OR  97301 
PH:  503/326-3386,  FAX:  202/224-0276 

\Planet  Peace  http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/ 

Nothing  Real  Can  be  Threatened.  Nothing  Unreal  Exists. 

w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w 

"RE : Urgent:  Gustafson  Lake"  

Date:  Sat,  17  Feb  1996  20:55:25  GMT 
From:  inobu@aol.com 
Sub j : Gustafson  Lake 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Please  excuse  any  errors  in  this.  I was  faxed  the  following,  and  I scanned  it 
- so  the  format  may  be  difficult.  Some  words  may  have  been  destroyed  as 
well...  Best  regards  to  all  - Larry 

URGENT 

Legal  Aid  Desperately  Needed  for  Canadian  Indians  of  British  Columbia 

For  attempting  to  defend  their  land  against  illegal  encroachment.  Native 
Canadian  "Defenders  of  the  land"  at  Ts'peten  (Gustafson  LAke)  were  besieged 
by  the  RCMP.  They  are  now  being  prosecuted  in  a Provincial  court  which  does 
not  have  the  jurisdictional  right  to  do  so.  The  government  is  denying  legal 
aid  to  the  Defenders,  Two  of  the  Defenders  still  remain  in  prison,  and  many 
others  face  charges.  Trial  date  will  be  set  March  8th,  and  will  probably 
end  up  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

Behind  the  conflict;  rule  of  law  denied.  The  natives  of  British 
Columbia  know  that  in  accordance  with  international  law,  with  specific 
reference  to  the  British  Royal  Proclamation  Act  of  1763,  they  are  the  true 
land  holders  of  all  unceded  territory  (the  vast  Hunting  Grounds)  in  British 
Columbia, 

The  1763  Act  stipulates  that  non-Indians  may,  purchase  native  land 
through  the  crown  to  which  natives  can  choose  whether  or  not  to  cede  land. 

All  disputes  between  native  and  nonnative  must  be  settled  by  a third  party, 
which  does  not  include  the  Canadian  government.  Nonnatives  are  allowed  onto 
the  Hunting  Grounds  only  if  the  native  people  want  them  there.  Rule  of  Law 
became  Rule  by  Man  when  British  Columbia  ignored  the  Proclamation  Act.  They 
introduced  the  Indian  Act,  a subtle  form  of  genocide. 

Source  of  current  crisis:  the  summer  1995  siege.  During  the  late 
summer  sundance,  traditional  members  of  the  Shuswap  nation  found  their 
sacred  CAMP  grounds  overrun  by  a Montana  rancher's  cattle.  The  sundancers 
erected  fences  to  guard  the  grounds.  Armed  cowboys  rode  in  to  rough  them 
up.  The  normally  peaceful  Indians  surprised  them  by  fighting  back. 

The  cowboys  called  the  RCMP,  who  responded  by  surrounding  the  camp 
grounds  and  shooting  into  it.  Natives  from  across  Canada  along  with  one 
young  white  woman  managed  to  get  into  the  camp  to  support  the  Shuswap. 

At  one  point,  Shuswap  leader  William  Ignace,  55-years  old,  was  chased 
by  an  armored  personnel  carrier.  While  running,  he  managed  to  fire  back  and 
hit  the  vehicle.  No  one  was  hurt.  After  the  Defenders  surrendered  to  the 
vastly  superior  force,  Mr.  Ignam  was  accused  of  attempted  murder  and  remains 
imprisoned  since  October  '95  with  his  son.  Both  are  denied  bail. 

CURRENT  : the  pre-trial  hearings  are  held  at  New  Westminister  in  a very 
racist  community.  The  Defenders  will  attempt  a change  of  venue.  They  will 
also  attempt  to  enter  arguments  based  upon  the  jurisdictional  issue.  At 
this  point,  Justice  Dohm  has  indicated  that  this  argument  will  not  be 
entertained  at  the  actual  trial  in  his  courtroom. 

RAMSEY  CLARK  will  come  as  observer  and  advisor  to  the  legal  team.  He 
has  said  to  Dacajeweiah,  one  of  the  Defenders  leaders,  that  he  will  do  all 
he  can  to  help. 


Current  Needs:  American  Lawyers  familiar  with  international  jurisdictional 
and/or  native  issues  to  act  as  co-counsel  to  the  three  lawyers  currently  on 
board.  Researchers  with  similar  knowledge. 

Please  Call:  Indian  leader  Dacajeweiah,  or  "Doc/'  in  Hinton,  Alberta, 
403-865-1784  § phone.  Or  "Ann"  in  Hinton,  Alberta,  403-865-7549.  Or  the 
Canadian  Alliance  in  Support  of  Native  People,  "CASNP"  at  416-  972-1573,  Fax 
= 416-972-6232.  Tell  them  you  want  to  work  in  support  of  the  Defenders  of 
the  Land  in  British  Columbia. 

Indians  under  Increasing  attack.  Since  NAFRA.  Indians  have  been 
fighting  stepped-up,  violent  attacks  on  their  sovereignty  in  Canada,  Mexico 
and  the  USA.  They  have  fought  back  in  places  such  as  Chiapas,  Connecticut, 
New  Mexico  and  all  Canadian  provinces.  Governments  respond  to  resisters, 
such  as  Defenders  of  the  Land,  with  brutish  tactics  that  recall  the  1973 
siege  at  Wounded  Knee,  South  Dakota. 

Indians,  "the  canary  in  the  coal  mine."  In  the  words  of  Martin 
Niemoller,  Concentration  camp  survivor:  'They  arrested  the  trade  unionists, 
but  I did  nothing  because  I was  not  one.  Then  they  arrested  the  lews,  and 
again  I did  nothing  because  I was  not  Jewish.  At  last  they  came  and  arrested 
me,  but  by  then  it  was  too  late." 

If  we  act  now,  it's  not  too  late  for  us. 

"RE : Fort  Reno  Update"  

Date:  Tue,  20  Feb  1996  10:32:12  -0800 
From:  cheyarap@mind.net  (Joseph  Thompson) 

Sub j : Fort  Reno  Update 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Dear  Friends, 

It  is  important  that  President  Clinton  be  continuously  reminded  of  the  Fort 
Reno  situation.  Please  take  a moment  to  respond.  It  will  make  a difference. 

The  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  seek  your  support  on  an  issue 
which  is  now  of  critical  importance  to  our  people.  We  are  seeking  the 
return  of  tribal  lands  which  were  taken  by  the  United  States  government  in 
1883  through  an  Executive  order  from  President  Ulysses  S.  Grant.  These 
lands  were  originally  taken  for  the  purpose  of  building  a military  fort  for 
the  protection  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  people.  In  1908,  the  War 
Department  declared  the  lands  surplus.  It  is  our  contention  that  the  lands 
should  have  reverted  back  to  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  at  that  time. 
Over  the  past  67  years,  we  have  exhausted  all  of  the  judicial  and 
legislative  remedies  available,  to  no  avail.  We  now  seek  the  return  of  our 
land  through  an  Executive  order  from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  need  you  to  voice  your  support 
at  this  critical  juncture  by  e-mailing  the  following  message  to  the  White 
House  (Please  Cc  to  cheyarap@mind.net): 

Copy  and  Paste  the  Following 


The  Honorable  William  J.  Clinton 
The  President  of  the  United  States 
The  White  House 
1600  PennsylvAnia  Avenue,  NW 
Washington  D.  C.  20500 

Dear  Mr.  President, 

I strongly  support  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  in  their 
efforts  to  regain  possession  of  the  Fort  Reno  lands  through  an  Executive 
order . 

Sincerely, 


(Place  your  name  here) 


HOW  TO  REGISTER  YOUR  SUPPORT 


End  Copy  and  Paste 


To  e-mail  this  letter  of  support  to  the  President,  please  follow  these  steps: 

1. )  Type  your  name  into  the  space  provided  in  the  above  letter  of  support. 

2. )  "Copy"  and  "paste"  this  letter  of  support  into  your  e-mail  program  as  a 
"new  message"  (Please  copy  only  the  material  between  the  dotted  lines  above.) 

3. )  Add  any  additional  words  of  support  or  leave  as  is. 

4. )  Write  in  the  subject  "Return  Fort  Reno" 

5. )  Write  in  the  President's  e-mail  address  which  is: 

president@whitehouse.gov 

6. )  Please  include  the  following  e-mail  address  as  a "Cc".  This  will  help 
us  gauge  the  volume  of  support  letters  going  to  the  White  House. 

cheyarap@mind . net 

7. )  "Send"  the  message  to  the  President. 

My  Friends, 

We  have  an  opportunity  today,  to  test  the  power  of  the  internet  as  a tool 
for  focusing  the  "Voice  of  the  People".  We  have  an  opportunity  to  directly 
shape  the  human  rights  policy  of  our  nation  through  democratic  action. 

Please  help  us  in  our  appeal  to  the  heart  and  conscience  of  the  President. 

If  you  would  like  more  background  information  on  the  Cheyenne  Arapaho/Fort 
Reno  Petition,  visit  the  "First  Nations/First  People  Issues"  Website  at: 

http: //www. sover . net /~jsd /first nations . html 

Joseph  Thompson,  thompson@mind.net 

"RE : Cowlitz  Project"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Feb  1996  11:34:25  -0800 
From:  davidb@spl.lib.wa.us  (David  Burlingame) 

Sub  j : 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Got  an  interesting  fax  today,  though  I'd  share... and  ask  a favor. 

"COMING  SOON  TO  TOLEDO! 

"An  organization  called  Second  Chance  is  proposing  to  develop  a 48-bed, 
medium-security,  residential  JUVENILE  OFFENDER  BASIC  TRAINING  CAMP  at  St. 
Mary's  Center.  This  beautiful  facility  has  served  our  community  well, 
most  recently  housing  the  elementary  and  middle  schools  during  their 
remodel . " 

blahblahblah . . . 

What  is  most  interesting  is  this:  My  uncle  (my  Mom's  uncle),  an  elder 
with  the  Cowlitz  Tribe,  remembers  this  site  well.  It  seems  that  many 
years  ago,  when  smallpox  was  busy  wreaking  havoc  upon  my  people,  the 
Catholic  church  would  not  allow  burial  with  the  "normal"  bodies.  Instead, 
they  were  buried  nearby,  on  the  same  land.  The  headstones  have  since  been 
removed,  and  memories  are  not  as  sharp  as  before  (although  I'm  sure  they 
have  records  in  their  basement).  The  plans  for  this  facility  call  for  new 
construction,  probably  where  our  Grandfathers  rest. 

This  project  is  backed  mostly  by  private  parties,  although  I know  of 
two:  the  Washington  Department  of  Social  and  Health  Services,  and  Ramtha 
channeler  J.Z.  Knight,  who  lives  in  nearby  Yelm. 

What  to  do? 

Public  hearings,  slated  for  13  & 15  Feb.,  are  too  close  at  hand  to  do 


much  about.  However,  there  is  an  advisory  board  that  will  meet  quarterly 
to  discuss  issues,  make  recommendations,  etc.,  so  there  is  an  opportunity 
to  make  one's  voice  heard. 

I do  not  need  to  tell  you  good  people  how  important  it  is  to  hold 
builders  and  developers  responsible  for  their  undertakings.  I have  no 
illusions  about  being  able  to  actually  halt  construction,  but  I do  believe 
we  can  locate  the  gravesites  and  prohibit  the  development  of  same. 
Question:  is  this  feasible  under  NAGPRA? 

Favor:  I need  input.  Anyone  with  ANY  insight  re:  how  to  proceed  (my 
Cowlitz  brothers  are  attending  those  meetings  (I'm  85  miles  away),  so 
we'll  draw  attention  on  that  front).  Also,  if  anyone  with  the  time  could, 
email  me,  or  write  directly  to  the  addresses  listed  below  (and  I'll  snail 
them  myself),  so  that  these  people  will  see  they  must  be  accountable  for 
their  actions.  Any  help  is  greatly  appreciated. 

I'm  typing  all  this  in  a hurry,  so  that  I can  still  catch  the  last  bus 
home,  but  I hope  it  makes  some  sort  of  sense... 

ADDRESSES: 

developers : 

Second  Chance 

Angela  Rinaldo,  Director  of  Development 

Security  Building 

P.0.  Box  10220 

Olympia,  WA  98502 

(206)  443-8002 

(360)  754-4568 

owners  of  St.  Mary's: 

Sisters  of  St.  Francis  of  Penance  and  Christian  Charity 

Attn:  Sr.  Michele  Mangan 

P.0.  Box  1028 

Redwood  City,  CA  94064 

Most  Reverend  Thomas  3.  Murphy 
Archdiocese  of  Seattle 
910  Marion  Street 
Seattle,  WA  98104 

18th  Legislative  District  (senate_18@leg.wa.gov) 

Sen.  Joseph  Zarelli 

401A  Legislative  Building 

Olympia,  WA  98540 

(360)  786-7634  FAX(360)  786-7520 

Rep.  Betty  Sue  Morris 

338  O'Brien  Building 

Olympia,  WA  98504-0600 

(360)  786-7850  FAX(360)  786-7317 

Rep.  John  Pennington 
Olympia,  WA  98504-0600 
(360)  786-7812 

Lewis  County  Commissioners: 

Richard  Graham  (206)  740-1283 
Glen  Aldrich  740-1286 
Carl  Hemenway  740-1288 

Sample  Letter: 

Dear : 


The  Cowlitz  Indian  Tribe  and  its  people  should  need  no  introduction  to 


you.  They  have  been  a pant  of  this  region  since  before  the  coming  of 
settlers,  and  in  fact  were  instrumental  to  the  survival  of  the  newcomers. 
When  the  Cowlitz  met  their  first  white  man,  a Plomondon,  they  welcomed  him 
with  open  arms,  and  in  doing  so,  help  ensure  the  survival  of  the  newly 
arrived . 

You  should  also  be  aware  of  an  important  part  of  the  history  of  the 
Cowlitz  People.  Like  many  tribes,  the  Cowlitz  fell  prey  to  diseases 
against  which  they  had  no  protection,  diseases  from  across  the  oceans; 
smallpox,  most  notably.  The  Cowlitz  lost  as  much  as  eighty  percent  of  its 
people  --  entire  families,  entire  villages,  an  entire  region  had  been 
robbed  of  its  original  inhabitants. 

Some  who  fell,  as  you  also  may  know,  were  buried  at  St.  Mary's  Center. 
The  bodies  were  not  allowed  in  the  cemetery  proper,  however;  instead  they 
were  interred  elsewhere  on  the  property.  Sadly,  the  headstones  have  since 
been  removed,  and  the  only  records  are  believed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  property. 

A relatively  recent  act,  the  Native  Artifact  and  Grave  Repatriation  Act, 
NAGPRA,  has  taken  effect.  It  states  that  any  owner  of  any  collection  of 
Indian  artifacts  must  make  every  available  effort  to  return  that 
collection,  those  artifacts  to  the  tribe  from  whence  they  originated.  It 
also  has  specific  guidelines  for  dealing  with  the  graves  of  aboriginals. 

It  is  believed  that  neither  the  developers  nor  the  owners  of  St.  Mary's 
have  taken  any  action  that  the  law,  and  common  sense,  deem  necessary. 
Please  look  into  this  matter,  and  belay  any  further  development  until  the 
graves  of  Cowlitz  past  can  be  located  and  protected.  No  one  wants  their 
ancestors  violated  in  the  name  of  progress.  You  can  make  sure  it  doesn't 
happen  to  the  Cowlitz. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  cooperation. 

+Please  modify  this  letter  as  you  see  fit,  as  it  helps  to  get  as  many 
different  versions  of  the  same  message  across  as  possible 
+LET  ME  KNOW  IF  THERE'S  SOMETHING  THAT  COULD  BE  BETTER  SAID 
+1  realize  I may  have  taken  liberty  with  the  definition  of  NAGPRA. 

Notify  me,  please,  of  what  I can  or  need  to  correct. 

Thank  you. 

All  My  Relations 

dAVe  Burlingame 

Cowlitz  Indian  Tribe 

Cowlitz  Indian  Peoples  Coalition 


Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews04.009 
From:  gans@netcom.com  (Gary  Night  Owl) 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche<gars@netcom.com> 
Message-ID:  <wotanging-ikche04_009@netcom. com> 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NativeLit-L,  Chiapas-L,  INNU-L,  NATCHAT 
& NATIVE-L  listservers;  Native  Forest  Network;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, 
soc . culture . native;  UUCP  & Genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"The  true  Indian  sets  no  price  upon  either  his  property  or  his  labor. 

His  generosity  is  limited  only  by  his  strength  and  ability.  He  regards 
it  as  an  honor  to  be  selected  for  difficult  or  dangerous  service  and 
would  think  it  shameful  to  ask  for  any  reward,  saying  rather:  "Let  the 
person  I serve  express  his  thanks  according  to  his  own  bringing  up  and 
his  sense  of  honor." 

Charles  Alexander  Eastman  (Ohiyesa),  Santee  Sioux 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


We  are  human  beings,  and  all  human  beings  are  a mixed  bag  of  learned 
and  given  traits.  We  owe  much  of  who  we  are  and  how  we  walk  to  our 
ancestors.  Their  blood  is  ours.  Their  genetic  remembrance  is  ours. 

These  gifts  most  of  us  are  grateful  for,  and  it  is  a good  thing  because 
they  are  things  we  have  no  choice  but  to  accept,  and  work  to  make  better 
and  stronger  so  the  next  generation  will  have  much  to  give  thanks  for. 

We  are  also  carrying  around  seeds  of  truth  and  lies  we  gather  in  our 
own  walk.  These  we  do  have  a choice  about,  and  depending  on  what  we  accept 
and  reject  we  are  a better  person  for  them  - or  worse.  There  are  a lot 
of  lies.  There  are  a lot  of  lessons  in  greed  and  tricks  to  hurt  others. 
Some  of  these  are  taught  in  schools.  Some  are  taught  in  life.  All  will 
draw  us  away  from  who  we  are. 

Before  a lesson  is  taken  we  should  examine  what  it  does  to  each  of  us 
as  a human  being.  Remember  well  what  some  of  the  ways  that  are  not 
traditional  do  to  society  and  to  individuals  in  it,  and  be  careful  what 
is  kept  to  carry  within. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 
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Quantum  and  Other  Stuff 


"RE : Mt.  Flood/Another  View" 

Date:  Sat  Feb  24,  1996  at  09:51  EST 
From:  Dim  Casto  (j.casto@genie.com) 
Sub  j : Mt.  Flood/Another  View 

Genie  email 


I talked  briefly  with  someone  who  is  very  familiar  with  Indian  legal 
affairs  about  the  article  that  appeared  in  the  latest  Wotanging  Ikche 
Volume  4 Issue  8 about  the  Sun  Dance  grounds  on  Mt.  Flood.  It  seems  that 
there  is  another  side  to  this  story. 

The  two  vehicles  are  literally  abandoned  "junkers".  The  encampment  official 
were  asked  to  remove  them.  The  article  implies  that  requests  by  the  Forest 
Service  were  always  complied  with  in  a timely  manner.  Apparently,  in  this 
case,  the  request  to  remove  the  vehicles  was  ignored. 

As  for  the  sixteen  "desecrating  digs",  I am  still  checking,  but  it  would  be 
FIIGFI LY  unusual  for  the  Forest  Service  to  do  any  "desecrating"  digging.  They 
_will_  do  site  _survey_  digs,  but  the  reports  on  those  are  generally  public 
information  and  would  not  require  someone  to  "threaten"  invocation  of  the 
FOIA. 


BTW,  these  site  surveys  _are_  required  by  federal  law  to  _protect_  areas, 
not  to  desecrate  them.  Any  proposed  development  (including  any  proposal  by 
this  encampment  to  do  something  like  dig  another  hole  for  an  outhouse) 
requires  these  surveys.  Personally,  if  I was  a member  of  _any_  organization 
that  was  NOT  familiar  with  the  area,  I would  _want_  to  know  what  was  where. 
Normally,  the  Forest  Service  would  only  do  the  digging  _with_  the  consensus 
of  the  nearest  tribe,  in  this  case,  the  Tenino  (aka  Warm  Springs)  not 
necessarily  those  (who  seem  to  be  "outsiders")  simply  occupying  the  land. 

This  is  particularly  important  if  _anything_  significant  is  found.  It  is 
Forest  Service  regulations. 

I found  it  disturbing  that  the  article  implied  desecration  when  it  states 
early  in  the  article  that  the  organization  running  the  encampment  doesn't  KNOW 
what  was  found  and  that  is  why  they  are  invoking  the  FOIA.  Also,  the  digging 
was  done  in  1995.  Dust  how  quickly  do  they  think  these  reports  can  be  made 
available?  Also,  if  the  digging  was  done  in  the  middle  of  the  camp,  didn't 
they  _know_  what  was  or  was  not  being  found? 

The  individual  I spoke  with  also  _implied_  (or  at  least  that's  how  I 
interpreted  the  remarks)  that  since  Devere  Eastman  turned  over  leadership  in 
the  organization  in  1985  and  died  in  1987,  the  organization  has  gone  downhill 
and  isn't  being  run  in  the  same  manner  as  when  he  was  alive. 

I find  it  interesting  that  this  organization  is  apparently  Lakota 
tradition  in  the  area  of  the  Tenino  Indians  (aka  the  Warm  Springs,  Tygh  Band). 
The  article  is  unclear  as  to  who  is  leading  this  organization  now.  Lakota?  The 
Tygh  Band?  Certainly  the  sundance  is  not  traditional  to  any  tribe  in  this 
area.  I would  really  be  interested  in  what  the  leaders  of  the  Confederated 
Tribes  of  the  Warm  Springs  have  to  say  about  this.  Perhaps  they  might  say 
that  the  current  organization  _has_  violated  the  essence  of  proper 
stewardship  of  the  land  and  that  the  Forest  Service  permit  _should_  be 
revoked.  It  wouldn't  be  much  for  the  Warm  Springs  to  allow  the  encampment  to 
move  to  the  Warm  Springs  reservation  if  they  wanted  the  encampment  on  their 
land.  In  fact,  it  is  pretty  difficult  to  find  a spot  in  the  Mount  Flood 
National  Forest  within  the  boundaries  of  Wasco  County  and  NOT  be  on  the 
reservation  anyway.  I don't  know  the  precise  location  of  this  encampment. 

DimC  (who  wishes  he  knew  someone  from  the  Warm  Springs  reservation  and 

doesn't  like  _anyone_  messing  up  "THE"  Mountain  with  junk  vehicles) 

"RE : New  Mexico  Casino  Update"  

Date:  Sun  Feb  18,  1996  at  22:51  EST 
From:  David  Flint  (fw.david@genie.com) 

Sub j : New  Mexico  Casino  Update 

Genie  email 

Since  gaming  on  the  reservations  is  a hot  topic  here  right  now,  I was 
browsing  and  see  some  information  on  the  past  events  here  uptopic  and 
thought  some  updates  might  be  of  interest. 

This  information  is  based  on  news  accounts,  I'm  not  a gambler  and  the  one 
time  I went  to  one  of  these  establishments  was  back  when  they  offered  Bingo 
rather  than  casino  games.  The  smoke-filled  atmosphere  was  more  than  I could 
deal  with.  This  isn't  a knock  against  them  in  particular.  I avoid  most  any 
establishment  with  similar  conditions. 

U.S.  Attorney  Dohn  Kelly  had  notified  the  tribes  that  if  they  didn't  agree 
to  cease  the  illegal  portions  of  their  gaming  by  Dan.  15,  he  would  file  an 
action  to  confiscate  all  the  equipment  used  (primarily  video  slot-like 
machines.)  The  tribes  filed  a counter  suit  and  continued  threats  by  some  to 
close  roads  that  pass  through  reservations,  possibly  including  1-25.  In 
closed-door  negotiations  Kelly  agreed  to  forgo  filing  against  the  casinos 
and  most  of  the  tribes  agreed  they  would  close  the  casinos  within  15  days 
if  the  federal  courts  ruled  the  gaming  was  illegal,  and  that  they  would  not 
block  any  highways.  A district  judge  expects  to  hold  hearings  in  Duly.  Kelly 
expected  that  a forfeiture  action  would  require  about  the  same  amount  of 
time. 

The  New  Mexico  Legislature  just  completed  a 30  day  session.  Governor  Gary 
Dohnson  had  encouraged  them  to  pass  legislation  allowing  gaming  for  fraternal 


and  charitable  organizations  (they  lost  this  revenue  raising  methods  with  the 
court  rulings),  and  to  then  ratify  the  compacts  he  had  passed  with  the  tribes. 
There  was  such  heavy  lobbying  and  differing  opinions  on  the  subject  that  at 
one  point  one  session  degenerated  into  pandemonium.  Governor  John  announced 
that  there  would  not  be  a special  session  called  unless  there  was  an 
overwhelming  consensus  on  what  is  to  be  done,  at  some  future  date.  That 
doesn't  seem  likely  to  happen. 

So  class  III  gaming  remains  illegal,  despite  apparent  public  support  for 
ratifying  the  compacts.  It  seems  to  be  up  to  the  federal  courts. 

David  Flint-Albuquerque,New  Mexico. 

- — "RE:  Wasichu's  Continuing  Gall"  

Date:  Fri,  23  Feb  1996  16:02:05  -0500 
From:  Uwasa  Wahya  <jsd@dickshovel.com> 

Sub j : Wasichu's  Continuing  Gall 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 
O' siyo. . . 

Indulge  me,  just  a bit. 

Gall ...  impudence,  effrontery,  rudeness,  cheek,  boldness, 
discourtesy,  insolence,  impertinence. . .enough,  you  get  the  drift. 

"There  was  war  between  the  buffalo  and  the  white  man.  The 
white  man  built  forts  in  the  Kiowa  country,  and  the  woolly-headed 
buffalo  soldiers  [the  Ninth  and  Tenth  Calvaries,  made  up  of  black 
troops]  shot  the  buffalo  as  fast  as  they  could,  but  the  buffalo  kept 
coming  on,  coming  on,  even  into  the  post  cemetery  at  Fort  Sill. 

Soldiers  were  not  enough  to  hold  them  back. 

"Then  the  white  men  hired  hunters  to  do  nothing  but  kill  the 
buffalo.  Up  and  down  the  plains  those  men  ranged,  shooting  sometimes 
as  many  as  a hundred  buffalo  a day.  Behind  them  came  the  skinners 
and  with  their  wagons.  They  piled  the  hides  and  bones  into  the 
wagons  until  they  were  full,  and  then  took  their  loads  to  the  new 
railroad  stations  that  were  being  built,  to  be  shipped  east  to  the 
market.  Sometime  there  would  be  a pile  of  bone  as  high  as  a man, 
stretching  a mile  along  the  railroad  track. 

"The  buffalo  saw  that  their  day  was  over..." 

Old  Lady  Florse,  Kiowa 

This  is  old  news  to  most  and  is  not  dredged  up  now  by  me  so 
as  to  "beat  a dead  horse."  What  prompts  the  reiteration  is  discovery 
today  of  Wasichu's  latest  political  prompt  marinated  in  gall... the 
"United  States  Buffalo  Nickel  Act  of  1995,"  proposed  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  on  May  15,  1995.  If  you'd  like  a copy,  just  say 
so.  . . 

First  we  had  the  February  6,  1995  Flouse  of  Representatives 
ridiculous  proposal  to  establish  a Wounded  Knee  National  Tribal  Park 
so  as  to  allow  a shallow  atonement  for 

"those  who  were  so  tragically  slain  at  Wounded  Knee  which 
could  inform  the  American  public  of  the  historic  significance  of  the 
events  at  Wounded  Knee  and  accurately  portray  the  heroic  and 
courageous  campaign  waged  by  the  Sioux  people  to  preserve  and 
protect  their  lands  and  their  way  of  life  during  this  period..." 

That  no  thought  of  rescinding  the  twenty  medals  of  dis-Flonor  awarded 
the  valiant  massacring  boys  in  blue  has  occurred  to  any  in  the 
Colonizing  Force  is  an  oversight  of  no  consequence  to  Wasichu.  If 
you  need  a frame  of  reference  here,  go  to  the  Wounded  Knee  Flome  Page 
at  <http : //www . sover . net/~j  sd/WKmasscre . html> . 

And,  now,  we  have  the  dear  old  Buffalo  Nickel  Act  concocted 
to  commemorate  "Native  American  history  and  culture."  This  is 
awesome!  Unbelievable!  Beyond  belief! 

"...The  whites  saw  what  was  happening. .. In  destroying  the 
buffalo  herds,  the  hide  hunters  were  wiping  out  the  Indian's  food 


supply.  To  avoid  starvation,  the  bands  would  have  to  go  onto  the 
reservations  and  accept  government-issued  rations.  The  government 
and  the  army  gave  encouragement  to  the  hide  hunters.  "They  have 
done... more  to  settle  the  vexed  Indian  question  than  the  entire 
regular  , ' General  Sheridan  told  a joint  session  of  the  Texas 
legislature.  'They  are  destroying  the  Indian's  commissary ...  For  the 
sake  of  a lasting  peace,  let  them  kill,  skin  and  sell  until  the 
buffaloes  are  exterminated.'" 

500  Nations,  An  Illustrated  History 

1,000,000  5-cent  coins,  90  percent  silver,  10  percent 
copper ... "depicting  on  the  obverse  side  a profile  of  a Native 
American,  and  on  the  reverse  side  a buffalo." 

And  the  proceeds?  Wherefore  to  go?  To  be  turned-over  to  the 
First  Nations  as  compensation  for  the  $434.5  million  slashed  from 
the  1996  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  budget?  Oh,  no...  Rather  the 
proceeds  will  go  to  the  National  Park  Service  Maintenance  and  Upkeep 
Fund.  And,  the  proceeds  "shall  not  be  considered  a basis  for  offset 
of  appropriations  which  would  otherwise  be  made  to  the  National  Park 
Service."  How  about  that  for  having  your  cake  and  eating  it  too? 

And  some  more  old  news: 

"...Native  Americans  must  sacrifice  like  other  Americans." 

"The  Indians  are  taking  it  in  the  neck." 

"To  give  more  to  the  BIA  would  bluntly,  have  required  us  to 
give  less  to  the  national  parks  and  cultural  institutions  which  are 
our  national  heritage  for  everyone." 

..."a  third  of  the  country's  2 million  Native  Americans  live 
below  the  poverty  line.  On  the  reservations,  where  per  capita 
incomes  averages  $4,500.  half  of  all  children  under  age  six  live 
below  the  line;  1 out  of  every  5 Indian  homes  lacks  both  a telephone 
and  an  indoor  toilet." 

"...the  government  spends  $2,600  a year  for  the  average 
American's  health,  but  the  average  for  Indians  is  only  $1,300." 

"With  only  1,500  units  for  the  reservation's  [Pine  Ridge] 

26,000  people,  tribal  officials  estimate  that  an  average  of  17 
people  are  crammed  into  each  dwelling." 

"1,800  families  have  been  officially  designated  as  'in  need 
of  housing. ' Yet  the  only  money  available  for  building  is  $285,000 
derived  from  federal  Tribal  Priority  Allocation  accounts,  which 
probably  will  not  even  stretch  to  cover  this  year's  700  requests  for 
weatherproofing. " 

When  will  it  end? 

Nvwhtohiyada . . . 

First  Nations/First  People  Issues 
http : //www. pobox. com/~jsd/fi rst nation s . html 
http://www.pobox.com/~jsd 

(Sites  are  enhanced  for  viewing  with  Netscape  2.0.) 

"RE : Fort  Reno  Update"  

Date:  Thu,  22  Feb  1996  23:56:48  -0500 

From:  DAKKASWAN@aol.com 

Sub j : Fort  Reno  (the  short  version) 

UUCP  email 
Haleto  Moma, 

Okay  gang,  here  we  go  again!  We  are  going  to  send  mail  to  the  white  house 
again  on  Ft.  Reno.  I ask  that  everyone  send  the  mail  on  March  1,  1996. 

I contacted  the  Cheyenne-Arapaho  email  address,  and  let  them  know  about  us, 
and  that  we  are  supporting  them.  I received  an  answer  from  a gentleman  named 
Joseph  Thompson,  who  informed  me  that  the  tribes  are  not  on  line,  but  for  the 


time  being  he  is  handling  email  for  them.  He  has  become  friends  with  Alton 
and  Frank  Harrison.  Frank  is  the  man  who  wrote  the  letter  to  the  president 
that  was  forwarded  to  us  in  the  original,  Joseph  sent  me  a shortened  version 
of  the  original,  and  I give  it  to  you  here.  He  asked  that  we  send  cc's  to 
him  of  all  the  letters  we  write  on  Ft.  Reno.  So,  please  do  that  for  him!  I 
hope  that  each  and  everyone  of  you  will  be  emailing  letters  on  March  1. 

loseph  also  told  me  that  the  unemployment  rate  for  the  reservation  there  is 
70%.  That  is  really  awful,  so  lets  really  push  on  this  one.  I plan  to  send 
at  least  3 or  4 emails  that  day!  Please  title  each  one  you  send  "Ft.  Reno." 

Thanks  Gang!  And  lets  keep  up  the  good  work! 

Peace,  Mary 


Forwarded  message: 

From:  cheyarap@mind.net  (loseph  Thompson) 

To:  DAKKASWAN@aol.com 

Date:  96-02-21  21:23:43  EST 

Dear  Friends  of  the  Native  American  Community, 

The  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  seek  your  support  on  an  issue 
which  is  now  of  critical  importance  to  our  people.  We  are  seeking  the 
return  of  tribal  lands  which  were  taken  by  the  United  States  government  in 
1883  through  an  Executive  order  from  President  Ulysses  S.  Grant.  These 
lands  were  originally  taken  for  the  purpose  of  building  a military  fort  for 
the  protection  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  people.  In  1908,  the  War 
Department  declared  the  lands  surplus.  It  is  our  contention  that  the  lands 
should  have  reverted  back  to  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  at  that  time. 
Over  the  past  67  years,  we  have  exhausted  all  of  the  judicial  and 
legislative  remedies  available,  to  no  avail.  We  now  seek  the  return  of  our 
land  through  an  Executive  order  from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  need  you  to  voice  your  support 
at  this  critical  juncture  by  e-mailing  the  following  message  to  the  White 
House : 

Copy  and  Paste  the  Following 


The  Honorable  William  3.  Clinton 
The  President  of  the  United  States 
The  White  House 
1600  PennsylvAnia  Avenue,  NW 
Washington  D.  C.  20500 

Dear  Mr.  President, 

I strongly  support  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  in  their 
efforts  to  regain  possession  of  the  Fort  Reno  lands  through  an  Executive 
order . 

Sincerely, 

(Place  your  name  here) 


End  Copy  and  Paste 

HOW  TO  REGISTER  YOUR  SUPPORT 

To  e-mail  this  letter  of  support  to  the  President,  please  follow  these  steps: 

1. )  Type  your  name  into  the  space  provided  in  the  above  letter  of  support. 

2. )  "Copy"  and  "paste"  this  letter  of  support  into  your  e-mail  program  as  a 

"new  message"  (Please  copy  only  the  material  between  the  dotted  lines 
above.  ) 

3. )  Add  any  additional  words  of  support  or  leave  as  is. 

4. )  Write  in  the  subject  "Return  Fort  Reno" 

5. )  Write  in  the  President's  e-mail  address  which  is: 


president@whitehouse.gov 

6. )  Please  include  the  following  e-mail  address  as  a "Cc".  This  will  help 
us  gauge  the  volume  of  support  letters  going  to  the  White  House. 

cheyarap@mind . net 

7. )  "Send"  the  message  to  the  President. 

My  Friends, 

We  have  an  opportunity  today,  to  test  the  power  of  the  internet  as  a tool 
for  focusing  the  "Voice  of  the  People".  We  have  an  opportunity  to  directly 
shape  the  human  rights  policy  of  our  nation  through  democratic  action. 

Please  help  us  in  our  appeal  to  the  heart  and  conscience  of  our  President. 

If  you  would  like  more  background  information  on  the  Cheyenne  Arapaho/Fort 
Reno  Petition,  visit  the  "First  Nations/First  People  Issues"  Website  at: 

http: //www. sover.net/~jsd/firstnations . html 
Doseph  Thompson (thompson@mind . net) 

"RE : Warm  Springs  Flood  Damage"  

Date:  Sat  Feb  24,  1996  at  09:51  EST 
From:  Dim  Casto  (j.casto@genie.com) 

Sub j : Warm  Springs  Flood  Damage 

Genie  email 

BIG  article  (with  colored  photo  and  map)  about  the  flood  damage  on  the  Warm 
Springs  Reservation.  Total  estimates  so  far:  $14.3  million.  The  Village  (with 
the  hot  springs,  baths,  etc.)  at  the  Kah-Nee-Ta  Resort  was  hit  hard  and  the 
resort  was  closed  for  about  two  weeks.  The  18  hole  golf  course  is  a 14  hole 
golf  course  for  awhile.  There  was  no  damage  to  the  Lodge,  RV  and  teepee  (sic) 
areas.  The  total  at  the  Resort  was  $10  million  (of  the  $14.3  million). 

The  other  $4.3  million  was  to  roads,  bridges,  lumber  mill,  homes,  etc.  The 
largest  portion  of  that  was  $500  thousand  in  damage  to  the  lumber  mill. 

There  was  only  $6,892  damage  to  the  Museum  (parking  area  and  pumps). 

$72,150  damage  to  seven  homes.  So  the  major  damage  was  to  businesses,  not 
personal  property. 

The  tribe  is  very  upbeat.  Dust  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  general  attitude 
(and  why  I say  that  if  we  hear  little  or  nothing  about  the  Oregon  Indians  it 
is  NOT  a "racial  thing"),  I'm  going  to  quote  from  the  article: 

"People  are  optimistic  and  pulling  together  really  good  here,"  said  Bobby 
Brunoe,  a tribal  official  designated  as  public  spokesman  on  the  flooding.  "The 
entire  community  has  responded  real  well,  and  so  did  Central  Oregon,  too. 

We've  had  a lot  of  help  offered." 

As  for  the  damage  to  the  resort,  insurance  apparently  will  cover  most  of  it 
with  federal  assistance  expected  to  help  cover  the  rest. 

In  the  meantime  (with  damage  to  the  main  hot  pools  at  the  Village),  the  big 
pool  at  the  lodge  has  been  cranked  up  to  96  degrees.  The  casino  is  operating, 
but  on  shorter  hours  until  all  the  road  repairs  are  complete.  Thousands  of 
dollars  in  business  were  lost  but  there  were  several  conferences  booked  to 
lessen  the  blow  to  the  local  economy. 

Another  quote  from  the  article:  "We  have  much  to  be  thankful  for,"  Brunoe 
said.  "No  one  here  was  hurt  or  killed." 

Information  in  the  above  post  came  from  an  article  in  "The  Oregonian" 
(Portland,  Oregon)  for  February  23,  1996. 

DimC 


"RE:  Innu  Review  of  Voisey  Bay  Inf rastructure 

Date:  Mon,  19  Feb  1996  21:35:19  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@Orion .YorkU.CA> 

Sub j : Innu  Nation  Review  of  Voisey' s Bay  Inf rastructure 


Mailing  List: 


Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  19  February  1996 

INNU  NATION  REVIEW  OF  INFRASTRUCTURE  RE1ECTS  PIECEMEAL  APPROACH 
SINGLE  COMPREHENSIVE  REVIEW  OF  VOISEY'S  BAY  PR03ECT  REQUIRED 

SHESHATSHIU  - The  Innu  Nation's  review  of  the  "Advanced  Exploration 
Inf rastructure"  registered  by  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  under  the 
Newfoundland  Environmental  Assessment  Act  clearly  identifies  the  need  for 
a single , comprehensive  environmental  review  of  the  entire  Voisey's  Bay 
Project.  In  comments  filed  on  Friday  with  the  federal  and  provincial 
Ministers  of  the  Environment  and  the  Minister  of  Fisheries  and  Oceans,  the 
Innu  Nation  rejected  the  piecemeal  approach  being  pursued  by  the  company 
and  called  for  a temporary  moratorium  on  further  mineral  development  until 
Innu  and  Inuit  land  rights  are  resolved  and  a full  environmental  review  of 
the  Project  is  complete. 

In  their  submission,  the  Innu  Nation  argued  that  the  company  has 
misrepresented  the  purpose  of  the  proposed  road,  dock  and  airstrip.  "These 
things  are  not  required  for  "advanced  exploration"  at  all",  stated  Daniel 
Ashini,  Director  of  Innu  Rights  and  Environment.  "The  company  knows  that 
they  have  a mine.  They  know  how  much  ore  is  in  the  ovoid,  and  they  know  how 
they  are  going  to  mine  it,  at  least  for  the  first  12  years.  Nobody  needs 
any  further  proof  that  there  is  a mine  there.  What  needs  to  happen  now  is 
a freeze  on  further  development  of  the  site  until  our  land  rights  are 
settled.  During  that  time,  there  needs  to  be  a joint  federal-provincial 
environmental  assessment  of  the  Project  so  that  we  can  start  to  assess  the 
impacts  of  not  only  the  inf rastructure,  but  the  mine,  mill  and  tailings 
disposal  options  before  they  start  to  put  in  roads  that  they  might  have  to 
rip  up  and  redo  later." 

"The  pace  of  this  project  is  being  determined  by  the  company",  continued 
Ashini,  "and  it  is  moving  too  fast  for  the  people  who  it  is  affecting  most. 

We  don't  believe  that  the  company  has  enough  baseline  data  or  has  a clear 
enough  picture  of  how  the  whole  project  will  proceed  to  ensure  that  fish 
and  wildlife  will  not  be  negatively  affected  by  the  proposed 
inf rastructure . In  fact,  we  believe  that  the  proposed  road  and  airstrip 
will  result  in  significant  harm  to  fish  and  fish  habitat,  and  because  of 
this,  we  argue  that  this  proposal  should  trigger  the  Canadian  Environmental 
Assessment  Act." 

"It  is  clear  to  us  that  the  proposed  infrastructure  was  designed  to  get  the 
mine  off  the  ground  as  soon  as  possible  with  as  little  interference  from 
government  as  possible.  For  instance,  their  proposed  airstrip  is  shorter 
than  what  they  will  need  for  the  mine,  but  because  of  the  impacts  that  the 
larger  airstrip  will  have  on  fish  habitat,  they  made  it  a bit  smaller  in  an 
attempt  to  avoid  triggering  the  federal  process.  We  reject  this  approach, 
and  we  call  on  the  Ministers  to  do  the  same." 

"Government  has  a clear  responsibility  here.  It  cannot  just  sit  on  its 
hands  and  let  the  company  decide  what  is  going  to  be  assessed  and  how  it  is 
going  to  proceed.  For  our  part,  the  Innu  Nation  is  prepared  through  the 
courts  or  by  other  means  to  make  sure  that  the  proposed  infrastructure  is 
properly  assessed  as  part  of  a single  project." 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.apc.org/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.O.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  es051322@orion . yorku . ca  fax:  (709)  497-8396 

"RE : ALERT!  Lubicon  Lake"  

Date:  Sat,  24  Feb  1996  07:33:44  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Native  Forest  Network-ENA  <nfnena@igc.apc.org> 

Sub j : ALERT!  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation 


Newsgroups:  alt. native 


From:  Native  Forest  Network-ENA  <nfnena@igc.apc.org> 

"I  hope  people  will  understand  we're  trying  to  survive  from  day 
to  day  and  need  all  the  help  we  can  get  from  the  general  public. 

It's  a battle  against  time.  We  realize  that  and  the  other  side  knows 
that . " 

- Bernard  Ominiyak,  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  Chief 
GRAction  #1/96  Cultural  and  Environmental  Destruction  / Canada 
February  29,  1996 

Global  Response  Quick  ResponseNetwork  members  are  asked  to  write  letters 
to  help  stop  the  destruction  of  an  indigenous  culture  and  the  exploitation 
of  its  natural  resources  by  multinational  corporations. 

For  more  than  60  years  the  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  has  been  struggling 
for  official  recognition  of  its  aboriginal  land  rights  in  northern  Alberta, 
Canada.  Because  of  the  remoteness  of  their  lands  the  Lubicon  never  signed 
away  or  lost  their  lands  in  war  and  were  able,  until  1979,  to  peacefully 
pursue  their  traditional  hunting  and  trapping  way  of  life. 

In  1979  an  all-weather  road  was  built  into  Lubicon  territory.  Massive  oil 
and  gas  reserves  had  been  discovered  in  the  area  and,  armed  with  provincial 
government  leases,  major  oil  companies  moved  onto  Lubicon  homelands,  drilling 
more  than  400  oil-wells  within  a fifteen-mile  radius  of  the  Lubicon  community. 
Industrial  development  devastated  Lubicon  society  and  its  subsistence  economy. 
Moose,  the  staple  of  the  Lubicon 's  diet,  fled  the  area,  along  with  most  of  the 
smaller  animals  which  formed  the  basis  of  the  trapping  trade.  Alcoholism, 
birth  defects,  suicides,  a tuberculosis  epidemic  and  other  medical  problems 
have  since  been  experienced  by  the  Lubicon.  Meanwhile  the  gas  and  oil 
companies  realized  more  than  $8  billion  in  revenues  from  their  operations  on 
Lubicon  land.  The  Lubicon  have  received  no  royalties  from  the  oil  and  gas 
operations . 

Daishowa,  a Japanese-based  multinational  paper  manufacturer  was  granted 
leases  in  1989  to  clear-cut  almost  the  entire  traditional  Lubicon  territory. 
Despite  objections  from  the  Lubicon,  Daishowa  and  its  subsidiaries  began 
logging  operations  in  1990.  In  1991  Lubicon  supporters  began  a nationwide 
consumer  boycott  of  businesses  carrying  Daishowa  paper  products.  Daishowa 
responded  with  legal  action,  seeking  and  obtaining  an  injunction  to  stop  the 
boycott.  Daishowa  remains  poised  to  begin  clear-cutting  the  rich  stands  of 
easily  accessible  hardwoods  on  Lubicon  lands. 

In  yet  another  challenge  to  the  Lubicon  and  their  environment,  Unocal,  a 
United  States-based  oil  and  gas  corporation,  has  built  a sour  gas  processing 
plant  within  three  miles  of  a proposed  Lubicon  reserve.  The  sour  gas  plant 
processes  hydrogen  sulfide  and  sulfur  dioxide,  chemicals  associated  with 
cancer  and  respiratory  and  skin  disease.  The  Lubicon  have  asked  that  Unocal 
relocate  its  plant  away  from  the  reserve.  Unocal  has  refused  and  the  plant 
continues  to  operate  directly  upwind  of  the  reserve  site. 

Requested  Action  - letters/phone/fax  to: 

{}  lean  Chretien  / Canadian  Prime  Minister 

-Remind  Mr.  Chretien  that,  while  $8  billion  in  oil  and  gas  revenues 
have  been  extracted  from  Lubicon  lands,  the  Lubicon  live  in  poverty; 

-Express  concern  that  since  the  arrival  of  industrial  development  on 

their  lands  the  Lubicon 's  traditional  way  of  life  has  been  plagued 

with  alcoholism,  suicides,  still-births,  birth  defects  and  tuberculosis; 

-Demand  that  the  Canadian  government  negotiate  fairly  with  the 

Lubicon  Nation  to  ensure  that  its  legitimate  land  rights  are 

guaranteed; 

and, 

-Stress  that,  until  the  Lubicon  have  achieved  a fair  settlement  of 
their  land  rights,  multinational  companies  such  as  Unocal  and 
Daishowa  must  immediately  cease  their  exploitation  of  the  Lubicon 's 
natural  resources. 

Background:  * Canadian  Courts  and  the  Lubicon:  Public  pressure 
resulting  from  the  consumer  boycott  has  forced  Daishowa  to  cancel 


its  planned  logging  on  Lubicon  lands  since  1991.  Daishowa  claims 
that  the  boycott  has  cost  it  $5  million  (Canadian  dollars.)  Early  in 
1996  a Canadian  court  ruled  that  the  boycott,  because  it  was  "causing 
economic  harm"  to  the  corporation,  was  illegal.  Lubicon  supporters 
are  now  forbidden  to  peacefully  picket  stores  that  carry  Daishowa 
products.  In  prior  decisions  Canadian  courts  have  dismissed  suits  by 
the  Lubicon  that  challenged  the  right  of  the  Province  of  Alberta  and 
the  Canadian  government  to  offer  oil,  gas,  and  timber  leases  on 
Lubicon  homelands. 

Economic  destruction  of  the  Lubicon:  The  Lubicon  report  that 
before  1979  the  moose  harvest  averaged  200  per  year.  The  current 
harvest  is  less  than  20  per  year.  During  the  same  time  period  the 
annual  income  per  trapper  from  trapping  has  dropped  from  $5,000 
to  under  $400.  Canada's  Supreme  Court  has  ruled  that  aboriginal 
rights  are  based  on  a people's  ability  to  pursue  their  traditional 
livelihoods.  Given  that  the  oil,  gas,  and  timber  industries  are 
encouraged  to  invade  and  develop  on  Lubicon  lands,  the  Lubicon  feel 
that  both  the  Alberta  and  Ottawa  governments  are  intentionally 
driving  the  Lubicon  to  become  dependent  on  welfare. 

Addresses:  Global  Response  Quick  Response  Network  members  are 
asked  to  send  faxes/letters  to  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada.  Please 
send  a copy  of  your  letter  to  the  Global  Response  office.  We  have 
been  asked  to  forward  copies  of  your  letters  to  the  Lubicon  Nation 
and  to  the  United  Nations  Human  Rights  Committee.  We  have  also 
been  asked  to  provide  you  with  addresses  for  the  Canadian  offices  of 
both  Daishowa  and  Unocal.  Please  send  copies  of  your  letters  to  the 
Daishowa  and  Unocal  official  whose  addresses  are  listed  below.  A 
one-page  airmail  letter  from  the  United  States  to  Canada  costs  46 
cents . 


lean  Chretien 

Prime  Minister  of  Canada 

Langevin  Block 

80  Wellington  St.  2nd  Floor 
Ottawa,  ON  K1A  0A6 
CANADA 

Fax:  613  957-5556  (Dear  Prime  Minister) 


copies  to: 

Tom  Cochran 

Director/Corporate  Development 
Daishowa  Forest  Products  Ltd. 
161  Bay  St  Suite  2110 
Toronto,  ON  M5D  2S1 
CANADA 

Fax:  416  862-7514 


copies  to: 

Fritz  Perschon  Dr. 
President 

Unocal  Canada  Ltd. 

150  6th  Ave  SW  Box  999 
Calgary,  AB  T2P  2K6 
CANADA 

Fax:  403  268-0153 


This  Global  Response  Action  was  issued  in  support  of  and  with 
information  provided  by  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation,  3536  106  St. 
Edmonton  AB  T6D  1A4,  Canada  and  The  Friends  of  the  Lubicon, 

485  Ridelle  Ave,  Toronto  ON,  M6B  1K6,  Canada 

Thank  you  for  you  prompt  attention  to  this  action. 

We  have  no  e-mail  addresses  for  these  official. 


Information  transferred  via: 

NATIVE  FOREST  NETWORK 

Eastern  North  American  Resource  Center 

POB  57 

Burlington,  VT  05402  USA 
(802)863-0571 
(802)863-2532  Fax 
email:  nfnena@igc.apc.org 

"RE : Zapatista  Art  Project" 


From:  "Julia  Sanchez"  <moonlight@igc . ape . org> 

Date:  Thu,  22  Feb  1996  00:36:06  +0000 
Sub j : Zapatista  Art  Project 

Mailing  List:  Chiapas-L  (chiapas-l@profmexis.dgsca.unam.mx) 

PLEASE  FORWARD  WHEREVER  APPROPRIATE!  THANKS! 

1 January  1996 

Dear  Friends, 

As  we  pass  into  the  New  Year,  many  North  Americans  are  also 
entering  a third  year  of  support  work  for  the  Zapatista  Army  of 
National  Liberation  (EZLN)  and  the  indigenous  people  of 
Chiapas,  Mexico.  Due  to  the  success  of  The  Bank  Dob  Poster 
Project  with  the  Vermont  Coalition  of  the  50  Years  Is  Enough 
Campaign,  a new  collective  of  artists  and  activists  are  embarking 
on  a project  in  support  of  the  struggles  in  Chiapas  and  around 
the  world. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a call  to  artists  (in  English  and  Spanish) 
for  this  new  project,  "Resistant  Strains/Cepas  Resistentes . " Phase 

I of  the  project  is  a poster  series  due  for  release  on  Cinco  de 
Mayo,  1996.  It  is  described  more  fully  in  the  artists  call.  Phase 

II  will  be  a high-quality  tabloid  (roughly  70%  visual,  30% 
textual)  incorporating  artistic  thought  on  resistance  struggles 
throughout  the  world.  This  piece  will  be  distributed  prior  to  the 
November  elections,  and  is  intended  in  part  as  an  antidote  to  that 
model  of  political  participation.  The  tabloid  is  likely  to  include 
work  on  the  execution  of  Ken  Saro-Wiwa  and  the  battle  against 
Shell  Oil,  human  rights  violations  at  the  Freeport/McMoran  gold 
mine  in  Indonesia,  activism  against  the  Sardar  Sarovar  Dam  in 
India,  union  organizing  against  NAFTA  and  GATT  in  the  United 
States  and  social  unrest  in  France. 

We  hope  you  will  pass  on  the  enclosed  information  to  artists  and 
designers  in  your  networks.  We  are  particularly  interested  in 
speaking  to  persons  with  expertise  or  contacts  for  fundraising.  If 
you  would  like  more  information,  feel  free  to  contact  us: 

David  Thorne 
Box  153b 

Glover,  VT  05839  USA 
(802)  525-8853 

e-mail:  baseline@igc.apc.org 
Sincerely, 

Cheryl  Brown  cmbrown@igc.apc.org 

Graciela  Monteagudo 

Christopher  Myott  wb50years@igc.apc.org 

David  Thorne  baseline@igc.apc.org 

Karen  Topper  vters4nica@igc.apc.org 

Resistant  Strains  / Cepas  Resistentes 

January  1,  1996 

Call  to  artists:  Zapatista  Poster  Series 

January  1,  1996  marks  the  second  anniversary  of  the  Zapatista 
uprising  in  Chiapas,  Mexico  and  the  start  of  a third  visible  year 
of  EZLN  (Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation)  resistance.  A 
small  group  of  artists  and  activists  working  with  Vermont 
Chiapas  Action  Network  and  the  Vermont  Coalition  of  50  Years 
Is  Enough  is  coordinating  a year-long  project  called  "Resistant 
Strains,"  the  first  phase  of  which  is  a series  of  10  posters 
focusing  on  the  Zapatista  response  to  ongoing  economic 
oppression,  political  exclusion,  and  genocide  in  Mexico.  We 
would  like  you  to  submit  a design  proposal  for  this  poster  series 


by  February  16,  1996.  The  intent  of  the  posters  is  to  provide  an 
aggressive  and  informative  visual  expression  of  solidarity  with 
the  Zapatistas  in  the  context  of  a mainstream  media  wash  of  the 
Mexican  dictatorships'  continued  occupation  of  Chiapas,  and  of 
the  U.S.  government,  corporate,  and  institutional  underwriting 
that  helps  make  this  occupation  possible.  The  posters  will 
examine  the  implications  and  inspirations  of  the  Zapatista 
rebellion,  and  stress  the  necessity  of  such  resistances  in  light  of 
economic  globalization,  conservative  political  climates,  and 
bogus  notions  of  democratic  participation.  We  will  select  10 
poster  designs  from  the  proposal  submissions  and  oversee 
production,  printing,  and  distribution  in  time  for  Cinco  de  Mayo, 
1996.  Posters  will  be  distributed  through  activist  organizations, 
community  groups,  and  independent  bookstores  and  galleries, 
and  are  intended  to  be  used  for  activism,  education,  postering, 
and  exhibition.  Artists  will  receive  $100  if  their  proposal  is 
selected  for  production,  as  well  as  30  copies  of  their  poster  and 
3 of  the  complete  sets  of  10. 

Guidelines  for  Submissions 

Non-"English-Only"  works  are  encouraged.  Collaborative  works 
are  also  encouraged,  particularly  collaborations  between  artists 
and  community  or  activist  groups  organizing  around  the  EZLN, 

U.S.  policy  in  Mexico,  migrant  workers,  NAFTA,  and  other 
relevant  issues.  Proposals  should  include  a clearly  written 
description  of  visual  and  textual  elements,  a short  statement  on 
what  the  piece  is  about,  a scale  or  actual  size  mock-up  (drawing, 

B&W  laser  print,  etc.),  and  contact  information.  If  you  send  any 
items  you  need  returned,  please  enclose  a SASE. 

Proposals  should  be  sent  to:  David  Thorne,  Box  153b,  Glover, 

VT  05839.  (802-525-8853;  call  to  arrange  fax  or  modem 
transmission) 

THE  DEADLINE  FOR  PROPOSALS  IS  FEBRUARY  16,  1996. 

Some  Things  to  Keep  in  Mind 

The  posters  will  be  printed  in  two  colors  (black  and  PMS  color, 
or  two  PMS  colors)  on  an  uncoated  19x25  inch  press  sheet. 

Final  trim  size  is  18x24  inches.  Please  note  that  we  will  use  two 
inches  across  the  bottom  of  each  poster  for  purposes  of  text 
translations  and  incorporation  of  project  information  identifying 
each  poster  as  part  of  the  set.  The  actual  live  area  is  18x22 
inches.  Artwork  can  bleed  on  all  sides. 

Central  Themes 

Works  should  address  any  of  the  following  issues: 

- U.S.  role  in  funding,  arming,  training  of  Mexican  military.  - 
Human  rights  issues  in  the  occupied  zones  and  beyond;  parallels 
with  violence  occurring  to  U.S.  communities  (genocide,  racist 
violence,  hired  guns  [guardia  blanca,  cops,  etc.]). 

- Legacies  of  indigenous  resistance  to  U.S.  imperialism,  in 
Mexico  and  the  U.S. 

- Women  in  the  Zapatista  movement. 

- Relevance  of  the  Zapatista  rejection  of  neo-liberal  economic 
policies  (NAFTA,  GATT,  structural  adjustment)  to  ruling  class 
concerns  about  the  peso  crisis  (threat  of  domino  effect, 
immigrant  "invasions,"  etc.),  and  to  the  current  economic 
restructuring  in  U.S.  ("Contract  on  America"). 

- Role  of  institutional  (World  Bank,  IMF,  USAID)  and  corporate 
(oil,  agribusiness)  interests  in  Mexican  politics  and  in  the 
Chiapas  region;  environmental  destruction  in  the  Lacandon 
rainforest . 

- Characteristics  of  democracy  and  dictatorship. 

- Zapatista  politics  and  strategies  (non-vanguardism,  anti-statism, 
use  of  the  consulta,  formation  of  the  Zapatista  Front  of  National 
Liberation,  etc.);  successes  and  failures  in  the  context  of  politica 
and  media  systems  which  assert  the  irrelevance  of  resistance. 

(Note:  this  is  not  intended  as  an  exhaustive  list  of  topics  but  as 


an  indication  of  some  of  the  things  we've  been  talking  about  in 
formulating  this  project.  Any  and  all  proposals  are  welcome.) 

We  believe  it  is  important  to  continue  to  support  the  EZLN  and 
the  struggle  for  democracy,  liberty,  and  justice  in  Mexico,  and  to 
draw  inspiration  from  the  Zapatistas  for  similar  struggles  elsewhere, 
particularly  in  the  U.S.,  where  political  participation  is  diluted 
into  electoral  submission.  This  poster  series  will  link  the 
Zapatista  uprising  to  other  lines  of  resistance  which  actively 
refuse  present  conditions  of  democracy  and  seek  to  expand  the 
possibilities  for  meaningful  political  action.  If  you  have 
questions  or  would  like  more  information,  please  call  David  at 
the  number  above.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 

"RE : Tobacco  Seed  Bank"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Feb  1996  19:47:11  -0700  (MST) 

From:  joseph  c winter  <jwinter@unm. edu> 

Sub j : Tobacco  Seed  Bank 

UUCP  email 

Gary:  I subscribe  to  AISENET,  so  I just  received  your  most  recent 
newsletter.  Then  I pulled  up  NativeWeb,  and  found  the  earlier  one,  with 
the  announcement  of  the  tobacco  seed  bank. 

Thanks  to  this  announcement  and  others  like  it,  we  are  receiving  almost 
daily  requests,  and  have  added  on  a tobacco  education  program,  aimed  at 
Native  American  youth  who  use  (or  may  want  to  use)  commercial  tobacco 
products.  The  intent  is  to  help  them  stop,  and  prevent  others  from 
starting,  by  teaching  them  the  real  story  about  tobacco,  how  it  was 
created  by  and  for  Native  Americans,  how  it  was  stolen  and  is  now  being 
sold  back  in  a poisoned  form,  how  it  can  be  used  carefully  in  traditional 
contexts,  and  so  on. 

The  overall  program  is  now  called  the  Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco 
Seed  Bank  and  Education  Program,  which  you  might  already  know,  if  we  sent 
you  the  info  with  your  seeds.  Anything  you  can  do  to  get  the  word  out  about 
our  seed  bank  and  tobacco  education  programs  would  be  appreciated.  So  far 
we  have  two  education  sessions  scheduled  - a week  long  series  of  classroom 
presentations  at  the  Tyendinaga  Mohawk  Reserve  in  Ontario,  in  March,  and  a 
week-long  tobacco  "camp"  among  the  Yurok  and  Karok  on  the  Klamath  River  in 
northern  California,  in  Duly.  The  latter  will  include  the  participation  of 
tribal  elders,  local  biology  teachers,  students,  and  anyone  else  who  is 
interested,  and  will  focus  on  finding  and  recognizing  wild  tobacco,  stories 
about  it,  appropriate  ceremonies  using  it,  education  about  avoiding  the 
abuse  of  it  (and  of  commercial  tobacco),  and  so  on. 

- — "RE:  New  Cherokee  Table  for  Freeware  Font"  

Date:  19  Feb  1996  04:17:03  GMT 
From:  jolo@ece.cmu.edu 

Sub j : New  Cherokee  Table  for  Freeware  Font 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 
Osiyo  friends! 

I would  like  to  announce  an  incremental  update  to  my  Cherokee  Freeware 
Font,  vl.03,  and  a new  web  page  designed  to  help  people  get  more  acquainted 
with  the  font  and  the  syllabary. 

Version  1.03  fixes  a width  problem  with  the  character  "we"  and  returns 
it  to  the  greater  than  key  (>)  where  it  belongs.  This  problem  only 
affected  the  Adobe  Type  1 version  of  the  font,  so  if  you  are  using  the 
TrueType  version,  there's  no  need  for  you  to  download  the  update. 

You  can  access  the  font  at: 


http://joyce.eng.yale.edu/~jolo/Cherokee.html 


Note  the  capitalization  of  "Cherokee.html".  Or,  ftp  to  joyce.eng.yale.edu, 
and  look  in  the  /pub/Cherokee  directory.  Full  download  instructions  are 
available  on  the  web  page. 

Also,  I have  set  up  a brand  new  web  page  which  contains  the  Cherokee 
syllabary  in  tabular  format,  along  with  their  associated  keys  in  my  font. 
This  is  great  for  printing  out  and  keeping  by  your  computer  as  a quick 
reference  sheet.  It  also  contains  a pronunciation  guide,  for  those  new 
to  the  language.  Point  WebExplorer,  Mosaic,  Lynx,  Netscape,  or  other 
web  browser  to: 

http://joyce.eng.yale.edu/~jolo/CherTabl.html 

Note  the  capitalization  of  "CherTabl.html". 

I hope  that  this  helps  out  those  of  you  out  there  who  continue  to 
download  and  use  my  font.  Thank  you  all  for  your  kind  emails  and 
continued  support. 

Once  again,  if  someone  could  copy  this  posting  to  NATCHAT,  I'd 
greatly  appreciate  it  (since  I do  not  have  access  to  it  at  this  time.) 

Wado,  Joseph  LoCicero 

- loseph  LoCicero,  IV  | Grey  is  not  the  color  I expected 

- jolo@ece.cmu.edu  | On  someone  who's  so  often  touched  by  grace 

- Think  smarter,  not  harder  | The  eyes  that  hold  the  promise  of  perfection 

- Team  OS/2  Use  Warp!  | Will  find  the  flaw  that  no  one  can  erase... 

"RE : Poem:  The  Lost  Warrior"  

Date:  Thu,  22  Feb  1996  19:09:21  -0700 

From:  pduran@wsu.edu  (Phil  Duran  509/335-0445) 

Sub j : The  Lost  Warrior 

UUCP  email 

Dear  sisters  and  brothers: 

The  Lost  Warrior 

(c)1996  by  Phil  Duran  [Permission  granted  for  redistribution 

in  Wotanging  Ikche/Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya. 
Wado  Phil!  gary] 

in  the  warmth  of  home  they  called  him  "Pito" 
short  for  Felipito,  the  affectionate  form  of 
Felipe,  the  name  of  a colonizer 
for  his  Indian  name  was  lost 
after  the  Pueblo  Revolt  of  1680 

he  was  conceived  in  the  womb 

of  a loving  mother 

in  his  ancestral  land 

but  poverty  drove  them  away 

and  he  was  born  on  the  day  of  arrival 

after  a hard  three-day  journey 

in  another  land 

still  far  from  Mom's  father 

who  died  without  her  presence 

and  in  that  strange  land 

on  the  first  day  of  public  school 

his  name  was  changed  to  English 

by  English-speaking  schools 

where  other  languages  were  forbidden 


and  in  that  strange  land 


urbanized  dark-skinned  people  like  him 

could  use  the  public  swimming  pools 

only  on  Wednesdays 

when  the  dirty  water  was  drained 

and  clean  water  filled  the  pool  again 

for  use  by  whites 

but  one  day  the  family  returned 

to  the  land  of  the  ancestors 

where  he  learned  white  man's  ways  well 

but  was  ashamed  of  his  dark  skin 

as  he  was  taught  that 

all  of  America's  heros  were  white 

and  he  played  "cowboys  and  Indians" 

never  wanting  to  be  the  Indian 

then  fifty  years  later 

a Tribal  cousin  finds  him  and  says 

her  father  was  a full-blood 

but  didn't  tell  his  daughters 

for  it  was  hard  to  be  Indian 

in  those  days  when  they  were  growing  up 

she  says  "come  home,  Primo/cousin" 
your  mother  should  be  enrolled 
for  you  are  Indians  like  us 
and  I am  now  learning  our  language 

so  he  studies  day  and  night 

to  learn  everything  he  can  about 

the  ugly  and  neglected  side  of  American  history 

and  is  traumatized,  sometimes  wanting  to  die 

because  of  the  lies  in  the  first  chapter  of  his  life 

he  now  tries  to  re-write  the  other  chapters 
but  oh  how  hard 

to  fit  new  knowledge  into  old  paradigms 
to  forgive  the  many  betrayals 
to  hear  the  voices  in  Indian  Country: 

"you're  not  Indian" 

and  now  be  judged  by  his  own  kin 

after  being  excluded  by  others  all  his  life 

despite  many  college  degrees 

yes,  there  is  still  pain  on  both  sides 
of  the  frontier 

a frontier  that  never  vanished, 

the  pain  of  exclusion  and  the  pain  of  inclusion, 

both  are  right  and  both  are  wrong, 

but  oh  what  a feeling 

to  hear  healing  voices 

to  be  accepted  for  who  he  is: 

a warrior  once  lost,  finally  coming  home 

after  finding  the  path  again 

he  wants  to  be  a good  warrior 

as  his  spirit  endures 

and  is  fighting  hard,  real  hard 

and  is  praying  hard,  real  hard 

for  the  rights  of  all  his  relatives 

he  wants  to  sing  his  last  song 

some  day,  among  his  people 

as  he  follows  the  Great  Spirit 

all  the  way  to  the  end  of  a hard  journey 


in  the  cycle  of  life 

to  "that  place  that  Indians  talk  about" 
will  he  succeed? 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/02/23  23:05 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

Genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  3-9 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

3 

Imitate  nature  in  your  art. 

4 

Give  one  blessing  for  every  two  you  receive. 

5 

Never  refuse  a gift  of  the  land. 

6 

Heed  well  the  voice  of  your  heart. 

7 

Give  to  the  land  more  than  you  take. 

8 

The  song  of  the  sea  is  neverending. 

9 

On  any  great  journey,  be  guided  by  the  stars,  na  hoku. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Feb  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

Genie  email 

From:  desouza@wg53.eglin.af.mil 

Eglin  Air  Force  Base  has  allowed  our  organization,  the  Thunderbird 
Intertribal  Council,  to  organize  and  host  a Pow  Wow  for  the  past  8 
years.  This  year  will  be  our  ninth  year  of  sharing  Native  culture 
with  the  community.  Our  Pow  Wow  is  only  a moderate  size,  and  we  like 
it  that  way  for  several  reasons.  #1,  our  Pow  Wow  is  called 
Thunderbird  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  I emphasize  "traditional."  We  do 
not  charge  admission  to  celebrate  Native  American  ways.  We  do  not 
even  charge  our  dancers  a registration  fee  to  dance.  In  fact,  we  pay 
them  from  a draw  pot  that  we  have  from  the  fund-raising  we  have 
worked  at  all  year.  We  are  not  about  making  money  or  making  a name 
for  our  Pow  Wow.  My  purpose  in  advertising  on  the  net  is  to  get  the 
word  out  into  the  Southeastern  U.S.  that  the  Pow  Wow  at  Eglin 
welcomes  those  people  who  want  to  come  celebrate  our  ways  with 
drumming,  singing,  and  dance!  We  want  to  attract  those  people  who 
want  to  experience  the  healing  medicine  of  the  heart-beat  of  the 
drum,  who  want  to  make  life-long  friends,  who  care  about  keeping 
traditions  alive  for  future  generations.  We  have  plenty  of  vendors 


who  are  interested  from  all  over,  but  I am  hoping  to  connect  with 
the  real  "grass-roots"  people  in  Florida,  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Tennessee,  etc.,  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  Pow  Wow  here.  The 
following  information  is  what  I would  like  to  have  posted: 

Thunderbird  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
October  25-27,  1996 

Children's  Day  Activities,  24-25  October 
Eglin  Air  Force  Base  Florida 

Host  Drum:  Blazing  Saddles  from  Duluth  MN 

M.C.:  Chief ie  Roy  from  Cherokee  NC 

Traders  by  invitation  only.  (Limited  to  40  vendors) 

For  more  information,  call  Glenn  Farmer  at  904-678-7714 
or  Debra  DeSouza  at  904-654-1535.  Or  write: 

Thunderbird  Intertribal  Council 
P.0.  Box  1387 

Eglin  Air  Force  Base,  FL  32542 

Come  help  us  keep  our  traditions  alive!  All  are  welcome. 

No  admission  charge.  No  drugs  or  alcohol. 


From:  Dean_Kelley@nps.gov  (Dean  Kelley) 

Sub j : NAGPRA  Course--  Washington,  DC 

The  University  of  Nevada  offers  a program  of  continuing  education 
short  courses  in  cultural  resource  management.  This  program  is 
conducted  in  cooperation  with  the  Advisory  Council  on  Historic 
Preservation  and  the  National  Park  Service. 

Coming  up  this  spring: 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  GRAVES  PROTECTION  AND  REPATRIATION  ACT: 

IMPLICATIONS  AND  PRACTICAL  APPLICATION. 

One  graduate  credit  is  available. 

Dates:  April  14  - 16,  1996 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
May  2 - 4,  1996 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 
Time:  9am  - 4:30  pm 

9am  - noon  on  the  last  day 

From  the  brochure:  The  Native  American  Graves  Protection 
and  Repatriation  Act  (NAGPRA)  statute  has  brought  to  light 
the  long-burning  question  of  ownership  of  Native  American 
human  remains  and  cultural  items.  The  impact  of  the  law 
reaches  federal  and  land  managers,  tribal  and  museum 
officials,  as  well  as  any  agency  that  holds  a collection  and 
receives  federal  funds.  The  time  limits  imposed  for 
compliance  with  summary  lists  and  inventory  deadlines  create 
an  immediate  need  for  working  knowledge  of  the  law.  There 
are  numerous  issues  and  questions  being  raised  as  to  how  to 
apply  the  law,  what  items  are  covered,  and  the  process  of 
compliance . 

This  course  is  designed  to  help  those  affected  by  the  law  to 
comply  in  a timely  and  meaningful  manner.  The  instructors 
will  discuss  practical  methods  of  compiling  summaries  and 
inventories  and  communicating  with  claimants.  They  will 
also  discuss  the  regulations  and  the  decisions  of  the  NAGPRA 
Review  Committee  and  look  at  the  future  ramifications  of 
decisions  and  any  court  actions.  The  course  will  consist  of 
lectures,  case  studies,  and  participant  involvement  in 
discussions . 


Instructors:  The  Honorable  Sherry  Hutt 

Superior  Court  ludge  in  Maricopa  County,  AZ 

former  US  Attorney  prosecuting  ARPA  cases 

co-author  of  Archaeological  Resource  Protection  (1992) 

C.  Timothy  McKeown 
NAGPRA  Program  Leader 
National  Park  Service 

Cost:  $375 

Please  call  The  University  of  Nevada,  Reno  Dept,  of 
Continuing  Education  at  (800)  233-8928  to  register  or  for 
further  information. 


From:  stz@garlic.com  (Steven  T.  Zwaska) 

Subject:  12th  Annual  American  Indian  & World  Cultures  Festival 

San  Duan  Intertribal  American  Indian  Council  is  pleased  to  announce: 
12th  Annual  American  Indian  & World  Cultures  Festival 
Historic  Mission  San  Duan  Bautista  - San  Duan  Bautista,  California 
May  4 & 5,  10:00  AM  - 6:00  PM 
Mission  Lot  on  Second  Street 

(See  our  WEB  page  at  http://www.garlic.com/~stz/native2.htm) 

Call  for  Vendors: 

North  & South  American  Indian,  Western,  Wildlife,  Americana,  & Global 
Cultures  Artists, 

Authors,  Dance,  Groups,  Singers,  Story  Tellers  and  Special  Guests, 
Ethnic  Fashions  and  Foods. 

HONORED  GUEST:  Medicine  Song  Woman,  Bernice  Torrez. 

FOR  KID'S  SAKE:  Bluebird's  Children  Handprint  Teepee  Dance. 

FOR  FAMILY:  Xipe  Totec  Aztec  Dancer's  Cinco  De  Mayo  Honoring  & World 
Peace  Friendship  Dance. 

Admission  $3-  Kids  under  12  free.  Advance  Tickets  - Seniors  - Group 
Rates  are  $2.00  each  and  may  be 
purchased  through  May  1 @ Reyna's 

Free  Parking.  No  alcohol  or  drugs  allowed  on  premises. 

Sponsors  & Volunteers: 

Please  contact  Sonne  Reyna  at  Reyna's  Gallerias 
311  Third  Street,  P.O.  Box  1388 
San  Duan  Bautista,  CA  95045 
(408)  623-2379 

Co-Sponsor:  San  Duan  American  Indian  Council  & One  Earth  One  People 
Peace  Vision  Foundation 


Sub j : Pow-Wows  upcoming 

From:  john.farrington@psl-online.com  (John  Farrington) 

Support  your  people!  Here  are  some  upcoming  Texas  & Louisiana 
pow-wows  for  your  calendar: 


Feb.  24,  1996:  American  Indian  Veterans  Society  Benefit  Pow-Wow 

Kidd  Springs  Recreation  Center 
711  Canty,  Dallas,  TX 

From  Houston  take  Interstate  45  north,  exit  to  Hwy  287 
just  south  of  Dallas,  take  287  west  to  Interstate  35E, 
then  35E  north  to  Dallas  exit  12,  then  turn  left  under 
35E  & go  to  Tyler  St,  then  right  on  Tyler  3 blocks 
across  Davis  St.,  turn  right  on  Canty.  The  complex  is 


on  the  left. 


Head  Singer:  Roland  Tsatoke  (Huntinghorse) , Kiowa 
Gourd  dancing  6 - 8:30  PM,  processional  at  8:30  PM, 
Inter-tribal  dancing  at  9 PM. 

Please  bring  your  own  chairs. 

For  info  call  Frank  Tongkeamha,  214-333-3908 
POB  4387,  Dallas,  TX  75208. 


Feb.  24,  1996:  Texas  Kiowa  Tia-Piah  Society  Benefit  Pow-Wow, 
at  the  Crowley  High  School  gym,  705  W.  Main, 
Crowley,  TX  (about  10  miles  south  of  Ft.  Worth). 

Head  Singer:  George  Tahbone,  Sr. 

Gourd  dancing  2:30  - 5 PM,  6:30  - 8 PM. 

War  dancing  8-11  PM. 

For  info  call  Cliff  Queton  817-297-3438,  or 

Hilton  Queton  817-263-6131,  or  George  Tahbone  405-347-2115. 


Mar.  2,  1996:  Alabama-Coushatta  Benefit  Pow-Wow, 

at  the  Indian  Village  Gym  on  the  A/C  Reservation. 
Go  90  miles  north  of  Houston  TX  on  Hwy  59  to 
Livingston,  then  16  miles  east  on  Hwy  190. 

Head  Singer:  Obrey  Alec,  Alabama-Coushatta. 

Pot-luck  supper  at  5:30  PM. 

Gourd  dancing  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  at  7:45  PM. 

For  info  call  Sharon  Miller  or  Bryan  Williams  at  409-563-4391. 
Next  benefit  Pow-Wows:  April  6,  May  4,  May  18  (mini). 

28th  Annual  Pow-Wow  May  31  & Dune  1 1996. 


Mar.  2,  1996:  Benefit  Pow-Wow  for  the  Dallas  Indian  United 
Methodist  Church,  at  the  Elmwood  United 
Methodist  Church  gym,  1315  Berkeley  Ave., 
Dallas,  TX. 

Head  Singer:  Dohnny  Lee  Kimble. 

For  info  call  Eve  Williams  at  214-262-1651,  or 
Lance  Carney  at  214-262-3292. 


Mar.  9,  1996:  Intertribal  Council  Of  Houston  Pow-Wow 

at  Saint  Mary's  Seminary 
9845  Memorial  Drive,  Houston,  TX 
(West  side  of  town,  outside  of  Loop  610.) 

Host  Drum:  White  Wind.  Drums  welcomed. 

Please  bring  a covered  dish  to  the  pot  luck  supper  at  5 PM. 
Gourd  dancing  begins  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  at  8 PM. 

For  info  call  713-920-1251  (please  do  not  call  St.  Mary's). 


Mar.  16,  1996:  Texas  Gulf  Coast  Tia-Piah  Benefit  Dance 
at  St.  Pius  V Catholic  Church  Gym 
824  S.  Main,  Pasadena,  TX 
(10  miles  SE  of  Houston  on  Hwy  225). 

Open  drum. 

Head  Singer:  Billy  Badoka,  Caddo. 

Members  business  meeting  at  4 PM. 

Pot  Luck  dinner  at  5 PM,  please  bring  a covered  dish. 
Gourd  dancing  begins  at  7 PM,  Grand  Entry  at  8:30  PM. 
For  info  call  Ron  Reel  at  409-532-5406. 


March  16  & 17,  1996:  McNeese  State  University  Pow-Wow, 

on  campus.  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana 

Drums:  Rose  Hill  (Stroud,  OK),  Little  Hawk  (Elton,  LA). 


Grand  Entry  Parade  at  11  AM  from  the  parking  lot  of  the  corner  of 
Sale  and  Common  streets  on  the  campus,  followed  by  dance 
competitions . 

Other  events:  crafts,  food, lectures,  storytelling  discussions,  and 
exhibits,  from  Feb  24  to  Mar.  29. 

For  info  call  Mary  Richardson,  McNeese  State  University  Pow-Wow, 
318-475-5123,  or  Barry  Langley,  318-738-5226. 

For  RV/camper  hookups  ($6/night)  call  318-478-9010. 


March  23,  1996:  Southern  Cherokee  Intertribal  Benefit  Pow-Wow, 

at  Albert  Sallas  County  Park  Arena,  New  Caney,  TX. 

Go  25  miles  north  of  Houston  on  Hwy  59  to  New  Caney  exit 
Hwy  1485,  make  a u-turn  under  59,  go  south  1 mile  on  feeder 
to  McClesky  Rd,  turn  right  and  go  1 mile  to  the  end  of  the 
road,  park  is  on  the  right.  Covered  pavilion/arena,  free 
parking  & admission. 

Head  Singer:  Obrey  Alec. 

Drum:  A/C  Woodland  Singers. 

Arts  & Crafts  Show  opens  1 PM. 

Bring  a covered  dish  dinner  at  5 PM. 

Gourd  dancing  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  at  8 PM. 

For  info  call  Dan  Crosby  713-354-1163,  Bill  Busby  713-429-9991,  or 

Derry  Ann  De  Leon  713-477-1570. 

Bring  your  lawn  chairs. 


Mar.  23,  1996:  The  Native  American  Students  Association  Pow-Wow, 
at  Baylor  University,  Waco,  TX  (75  miles  south  of 
Dallas/Fort  Worth  on  Interstate  35). 

Details  unknown  at  present.  For  info  contact  Baylor  at  817-755-1813 
and  ask  for  the  N.A.  Student  Assoc.,  or  email  Brian  H.  Zygo  at 
b . zygo@mail . utexas . edu 


April  12-13:  City  of  Plano  Pow-wow,  at  the  Convention  Center, 
Plano,  TX  (15  miles  north  of  Dallas  on  Hwy  75) . 

Sponsored  by  the  City  of  Plano,  with  $8000  in  prizes. 

Details  unknown  at  present. 

For  info  call  Larry  Sampson  at  713-550-2604  (Houston). 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Danet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Dim  Casto,  Joseph  Thompson  (via  Dakkaswan), 
David  Flint,  Phil  Duran,  Uwasa  Wahya,  Joseph  C.  Winter,  Joseph  LoCicero, 
Michael  Wilson,  Larry  Innes,  A. I. M. (American  Indian  Movement), 

Feather  Eaglerock,  Lea  Ann(Press  Release),  Shawn  Bluejacket, 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  — - 

Date:  Thu,  29  Feb  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 


Genie  email 


Sub j : Native  youth  killed  (Sioux  City,  Iowa  - 3/95) 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Notice  from  The  Militant  Labor  Forum 
Native  American  youth  killed  by  Sioux  City  Cops 

Kimberly  Frazier,  a young  Native  American,  was  slain  by  Sioux  City,  Iowa 
police  in  March  of  last  year  within  moments  after  they  arrived  at  her  home 
to  intervene  in  an  alleged  conflict  there.  The  cops  claim  that  they  shot 
her  when  she  lunged  at  them  with  a knife;  eyewitnesses  say  Kimberly 
displayed  it  when  asked  to  do  so  from  a distance  by  the  police,  while 
never  offering  resistance. 

Protests  forced  an  investigation,  but  the  FBI  refused  to  call  any  of  the 
eyewitnesses,  and  cleared  the  cops  of  wrongdoing.  But  Kimberly's  family 
and  opponents  of  police  violence  continue  to  struggle.  They  and  Twin 
Cities  supporters  will  report  on  developments  over  the  last  year  and  the 
current  stage  of  the  fight  in  Sioux  City. 

Public  forum  to  be  held  7:30  PM  on  Saturday,  February  24th  at  the 
Pathfinder  Bookstore,  2490  University  Ave.,  St  Paul  612/644-6325 

Speakers:  Louisa  Fraizer,  mother  of  Kimberly  and  eyewitness  to  the 
shooting.  Frank  LaMere,  Sioux  City  protest  leader  and  Winnebago  Indian 
leader.  Chris  Spotted  Eagle,  Twin  Cities  filmmaker  and  human  rights 
activist.  Representative  American  Indian  Movement  and  others. 

feather  eaglerock 

leech  lake  rez  (a  sovereign  anishinabe  nation  surrounded  by  the  state  of 
minnesota) 

english  is  a foreign  language!  reclaim  your  language,  reclaim  your 
heritage  and  send  it  to  the  future  with  your  grandchildren  as  your  gift  to 
their  grandchildren. 

di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 


From:  native-l@GNOSYS.SVLE.MA.US 

Sub j : Schedule  for  the  1996  Unity  Ride 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

WORLD  PEACE  AND  PRAYER  DAY  - GLOBAL  HEALING:  3UNE  21ST,  1996 
and 

Unity  Ride  '96 

Unity  Ride  '96  will  start  at  Wahpeton  Dakota  Reservation,  Prince 
Albert,  Saskatchewan,  Canada  on  May  3rd,  1996  for  ceremonies. 

The  ride  ends  on  June  21st,  1996  at  Grey  Buffalo  Horn  Butte  (PTE  SAN 
HE  PA  HA),  Devil's  Tower,  Wyoming,  U.S.A. 

First  of  all  we  would  like  to  welcome  all  riders.  Everyone  is 
welcome  to  join  us  in  a very  spiritual  journey. 

These  rides  began  with  the  Chief  Sitting  Bull  - Chief  Bigfoot 
Memorial  Rides  held  on  December  15th  through  December  29,  1986  - 
1987  - 1988  - 1989  and  the  WIPING  OF  TEARS/MENDING  THE  SACRED  HOOP 
RIDE  in  1990.  These  rides  were  foretold  through  visions  and  dreams 
of  several  Lakota/Dakota/Nakota  Men  who  dreamed  that  the  mending  of 
the  Sacred  Hoop  of  the  Lakota/Dakota/Nakota  Nations  was  at  hand  and 
it  was  time  to  prepare  the  Sacred  Seventh  Generation  for  their  part 
in  fulfilling  the  Prophecies  of  the  Medicine  People  of  the  past.  A 
Wopila  Ride  was  held  in  1992  to  thank  the  spirits  for  giving  safe 
passage  for  the  Sitting  Bull  - Bigfoot  Riders  when  they  rode  the 
Sacred  Spirit  Trails  from  the  site  of  the  Sitting  Bull's  murder  to 
the  site  of  the  massacre  at  Wounded  Knee.  The  Sacred  Hoop  of  the 
Lakota/Dakota/Nakota  was  broken  at  the  time  of  the  massacre  on 
December  29,  1890.  The  prophecies  of  the  Elders  was  that  it  would 
take  seven  (7)  generations  before  that  Sacred  Hoop  would  be  mended 


and  that  time  is  near.  Our  children  and  grandchildren  will  be  a 
part  of  that  Seventh  Generation.  We  must  ride/run  to  show  them  the 
way  to  spirituality  and  sobriety  for  the  future  of  our  nations. 

The  Sitting  Bull-Bigfoot  riders  completed  their  sacred  rides  with 
the  Wopila  Ride  held  in  December  of  1992.  At  that  time  members  of  the 
Seventh  Generation  of  the  Lakota/Dakota/Nakota  were  given  the  vision  to 
ride  into  Canada  to  meet  their  relatives  who  have  been  living  there  for 
the  past  hundred  years  or  more.  The  purpose  of  this  ride  was  to 
fulfill  the  prophecies  of  the  Elders  and  to  reunite  the 
Lakota/Dakota/Nakota  Nations.  These  spiritual  rides  became  known  as 
the  "Unity  Rides". 

The  first  "Unity  Ride"  started  in  1993  at  the  Medicine  Rock 
located  on  the  Standing  Rock  Sioux  Reservation  in  North  Dakota  and 
proceeded  north  four  hundred  miles  to  the  Birdtail  Dakota  Reserve  in 
Manitoba,  Canada.  This  spiritual  ride  was  the  first  time  in  over  a 
hundred  years  that  Lakota/Dakota/Nakota  rode  united  into  Canada 
since  the  return  of  Chief  Sitting  Bull  in  1881. 

The  second  "Unity  Ride"  in  1994  started  at  the  Rosebud  Sioux 
Reservation  in  South  Dakota  and  proceeded  north  eight  hundred  miles 
to  the  Pheasant  Rump  Nakota  Reserve  in  Saskatchewan,  Canada.  Riders 
from  the  Lakota/Dakota/Nakota  were  joined  by  riders  from  the 
Mandan/Hidatsa/Arikara  and  Chippewa/Ojibway  Nations.  This  was  the 
first  time  in  hundreds  of  years  that  these  nations  have  united  and 
rode  together  as  foretold  through  dreams/prophecies. 

The  third  "Unity  Ride"  in  1995  started  at  Pheasant  Rump  Nakota 
and  ended  approximately  450  miles  later  at  Wahpeton  Dakota 
Reservation  in  Prince  Albert,  Saskatchewan.  The  riders  camped  on  15 
different  First  Nations  Reservations  during  this  ride.  The  tribes 
united  were  Nakota,  Ojibway,  Cree,  Dakota  with  sweats  and  other 
ceremonies  held  throughout. 

The  schedule  for  the  1996  "Unity  Ride"  is  attached  — The  entire 
ride  will  be  held  in  the  province  of  Saskatchewan,  Canada,  Montana 
and  ending  in  Wyoming,  U.S.A.  (Grey  Buffalo  Horn  Butte,  Devil's  Tower). 

These  spiritual  rides  are  being  done  to  prepare  the  nations  for 
the  1996  "Unity  Ride"  to  start  at  the  Wahpeton  Dakota  Reserve  near 
Prince  Albert,  Saskatchewan,  Canada  and  proceed  south  through  Chief 
Sitting  Bull's  camp  site  at  Wood  Mountain,  Saskatchewan  south 
through  Montana  to  the  site  of  Big  Horn  Medicine  Wheel  and  east  to 
the  Sacred  Grey  Buffalo  Horn  Butte  (Devil's  Tower).  A gathering  of 
Nations  is  planned  at  this  site  on  Dune  21,  1996  to  set  a direction 
for  the  Seventh  Generations  and  to  fulfill  the  prophecies  of  the  Elders. 

Having  the  greatest  respect  for  this  spiritual  ride  and  feeling 
honoured  to  participate  in  the  prayers  and  ceremonies  the  Elders 
will  be  holding  along  the  way.  We  are  ABSOLUTELY  FORBIDDING  any 
alcohol,  drugs  or  firearms.  Each  day  on  this  spiritual  journey  is 
filled  with  prayers  and  songs,  and  should  be  thought  of  as  a 
ceremony  in  itself.  All  along  this  journey  we  are  going  to  be 
riding  through  Sacred  sites,  old  camp  sites,  etc.,  so  keep  your 
thoughts  good  ones,  and  be  aware  that  the  person  riding  next  to  you 
may  be  in  Prayer. 

The  road  may  be  hard  at  times  but  keep  an  open  mind  and  good 
heart.  Try  to  sacrifice  without  complaint  and  remember  that  humor 
is  contagious. 

MITAKUYE  OYASIN 

--Everyone  must  have  their  own  Horse 
For  More  Information  or  Donations  Towards  The  1996  Unity  Ride  - 
Dune  21st  World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day,  Please  Contact: 

Bonnie  Freeman :McMaster  University 

Indigenous  Studies 

Chester  New  Hall  228/A 

Hamilton,  Ontario  L8S  4K1 

(905)  525  -9140  ext.  27426 

or 


Gladys  Looking  Horse:Box  687 
Eagle  Butte,  South  Dakota  57625 
(605)964-8439 


Sub  j : The  Woodland  Pow  Wow 

From:  nlclarkl@aol.com 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Greetings  and  best  wishes  to  all  NATCHAT  Subscribers.  I would  like 
to  provide  information  about  The  Woodland  Pow  Wow,  which  will  occur 
on  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  May  17,  18,  and  19,  1996.  This 
will  be  a very  special  concert  and  pow  wow,  because  it  is  the  first 
event  taking  place  as  a part  of  the  new  Prophetstown  Native  American 
Cultural  Center  near  Lafayette,  Indiana.  Located  on  the  original 
site  of  Prophetstown,  Native  People  and  others  will  build  a great 
center  to  honor  the  thousands  of  years  the  ancestors  have  lived 
on  Turtle  Island  near  the  Great  Lakes. 

This  is  the  place  where  The  Prophet,  Tecumseh  and  followers  from 
13  tribes  tried  valiantly  to  prevent  further  European  settlement 
north  of  the  Wabash  River.  This  ended  with  the  Battle  of  Tippecanoe 
in  1811.  However,  today's  Indian  People  are  again  gathering  at 
Prophetstown  to  remember  honor  and  enjoy  their  traditions.  This  pow 
wow  will  be  the  first  of  many  events  in  years  to  come  and  you  are 
welcome.  The  following  will  describe  the  events  and  those  helping: 

May  17  - 7:30pm  - Flute  Concert  and  Storytelling  by  R.  Carlos  Nakai  - 
Tippecanoe 

Amphitheater  Park,  on  St.  Hwy.  43,  one  mile  south  of  Interstate 
65  and  the  Brookston/Battle  Ground  Exit.  There  are  1,500  seats 
in  this  beautiful  new,  professionally  designed  amphitheater.  Seats 
are  $10  for  adults,  $8.00  for  seniors  and  under  12  free.  There 
are  no  reserved  seats  but  advance  tickets  will  be  sold  at  Lafayette 
Savings  Bank's  three  locations  in  Lafayette,  Indiana.  If  rained  out, 
the  concert  will  be  rescheduled  for  Saturday  evening  at  the 
same  time. 

May  18  - 9:00am  - The  First  Annual  Woodland  Pow  Wow  will  be  held  on 
the  beautiful  grounds  of  the  Tippecanoe  Amphitheater  Park. 

The  pow  wow  grounds  will  be  located  just  in  front  of  the 
amphitheater.  There  is  primitive  camping  available  at  no  cost,  but  no 
RV's  or  trailers.  There  is  paved  parking  for  500  cars. 

9:00am  - Dancer  Registration.  Native  American  Dancers  Only. 

Mr.  Paul  Syrette,  Ojibwa,  will  handle  registration  from 
9am  to  12noon. 

10:00am  - Grounds  and  vendors  will  open  to  the  public.  There 
will  be  a $3  charge  for  adults,  $1  for  seniors  and  under  12 
free.  Prophetstown  will  observe  the  1991  Native  American  Arts  and 
Crafts  Act,  and  will  allow  Native  American  Vendors  only.  If  you 
wish  to  be  a vendor  please  call  Mr.  Clarence  Syrette  at  616-684-5606 
or  Nick  Clark  at  317-423-4617. 

12:00pm  - Pow  Wow  Grand  Entry  - Native  American  Dancers  Only 
The  Head  Staff  is  as  follows: 

Mr.  Frank  Bush,  Potawatomi,  Head  Veteran  Dancer; 

Mr.  Eddie  Benton  Banai,  Ojibwa,  Master  of  Ceremonies; 

George  and  Sid  Martin,  Ojibwa,  Head  Dancers; 

White  Thunder  Drum,  Potawatomi,  Host  Drum;  The  Shawnee 
Singers,  Bartlesville,  Oklahoma;  the  Northern  Miami  Singers, 

Indiana  and  Illinois; 

Clarence  Syrette,  Ojibwa,  Pow  Wow  Chairman; 

and  Greg  Ballew,  Potawatomi,  Arena  Director.  We  are 

greatly  honored  by  the  participation  of  these  respected  elders  and 

participants . 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  Pow  Wow  Committee,  that  this  pow  wow  be  a 


gathering  of  Great  Lakes  People,  who  will  come  together  to  remember 
their  ancestors  and  their  traditions  and  to  let  the  public  visiting 
the  pow  wow  know  that  the  Indian  People  of  the  Great  Lakes  are  alive 
and  well,  and  that  they  remember  and  honor  their  traditions.  We 
will  be  honored  and  glad  to  have  you  with  us  for  a weekend  of  the 
best  music,  singing,  dancing,  friendship,  food,  arts  and  crafts. 

For  more  information,  call  Clarence  Syrette  at  616-684-5606  or  Nick 
Clark  at  Prophetstown  State  Park  Foundation,  Lafayette,  317-243-4617. 

We  thank  the  Creator  for  giving  us  the  opportunity  to  hold  this  event 
and  to  meet  and  greet  old  and  new  friends.  Aho! 

Message  2 — 

An  addition  to  the  previous  message  concerning  the  Woodland  Pow  Wow,  the 
Sunday,  May  18,  1996  Woodland  Pow  Wow  Schedule  will  be  as  follows: 

Sunday,  May  18  - Grounds  open  at  10:00am 

Message  3 — 

An  addition  to  the  previous  e-mail  concerning  the  Woodland  Pow  Wow  at 
Tippecanoe  Amphitheater  Park  near  Lafayette,  Indiana:  The  Sunday,  May  19, 

1996  schedule  will  be  as  follows: 

Sunday,  May  19  - 10:00am  - Pow  Wow  Grounds  open  to  the  public. 

Vendors  will  be  Open. 

12:00pm  - Grand  Entry  - Native  American  Dancers  Only 
5:00pm  - Pow  Wow  Ends  - Grounds  Close  to  Public 
Throughout  the  weekend,  the  Ke-Shook-Co-To-Qua  Miami  Living  Historical 
Village  will  be  set  up  near  the  Pow  Wow  grounds.  The  group  is  a part  of  the 
Miami  Indians  of  Indiana  and  was  invited  to  go  to  Washington  for  the  1995 
Native  American  Earth  Day  Celebration  at  the  U.  S.  Capitol.  They  were  the 
only  Great  Lakes  group  invited.  Included  are  grass  mat  wigwams,  where 
visitors  learn  about  the  way  the  Miami  lived  at  the  beginning  of  the  1800s. 

The  village  is  included  in  the  price  of  admission. 

- — "RE:  Assault  on  the  Rez"  

Date:  Sun,  4 Feb  1996  22:06:24  -0800 

From:  aimca@igc.apc.org  (American  Indian  Movement) 

Sub j : assault  on  the  rez 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

ELM  INDIAN  COLONY 
P.O.  Boxl968 

Clearlake  Oaks,  Ca.  95423 
707-998-3931  or  998-4750 

Elem  Indian  Colony  Band  of  Pomos  near  Clearlake  Oaks,  California  do  hereby 
declare  a state  of  emergency,  due  to  the  recent  violence  of  shootings, 
vandalism  and  houses  being  burned  on  the  Elem  Indian  Colony  tribal  land. 

Since  October  of  1995,  no  health  services,  fire  department  services,  food 
assistance  services,  transportation  for  education  of  our  school  children  and 
no  law  enforcement  protection. 

Elem  Indian  Colony  residents  are  requesting  your  emergency  assistance  to 
restore  human  rights  and  needs  to  the  parents  and  children  residing  at  Elem 
Indian  Colony. 

Volunteers  of  all  skills  and  abilities  are  needed  and  welcome  to  join 
together  with  our  residents  and  rebuild  our  destroyed  community  to  enhance 
the  betterment  of  our  children. 

The  Elem  Indian  Colony  residents  are  forced  to  take  whatever  precautions  and 
steps  to  create  a safe  environment  to  the  Elem  community,  until  professional 
services  can  be  restored. 

Your  assistance  is  needed  with  food,  clothing,  medical  supplies,  legal 
assistance,  counseling,  large  trucks,  tools,  maintenance  supplies  or  any 
cash  donations. 


We  welcome  all  agencies  to  provide  any  surplus  or  materials  to  re-build  Elem 
Indian  Colony. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  Dim  Brown,  Delbert  Thomas,  Dr., 
Bonnie  Moranda,  or  Cecil  Brown  at  707-998-3536,  707-998-1570,  or 
707-998-1976. 

LEGAL  DEFENSE  FUND  30HN  LEONARD  SANCHEZ 

On  behalf  of  the  Traditional  leaders  and  Tribal  Community  members  of  the 
Elem  Indian  Colony  near  the  town  of  Clearlake  Oaks,  in  the  county  of  Lake  in 
Northern  California.  We  are  in  dire  need  of  your  support  and  financial 
assistance  to  help  defend  John  Leonard  Sanchez,  a Native  American  brother 
who  has  been  unjustly  and  falsely  accused,  arrested  and  denied  proper 
medical  attention  by  the  Lake  County  Sheriff's  Department.  Most  appalling 
was  that  John's  civil  rights  have  been  violated  and  the  Sovereignty  of  the 
tribe  denied.  The  Sheriff's  Department  SWAT  team  illegally  detained  the 
entire  Indian  community  to  arrest  one  man.  They  also  denied  personal 
liberty  of  each  Indian  parent  from  leaving  the  reservation  to  pick  up  their 
children  from  the  Konocti  School  bus  a mile  outside  of  the  reservation. 

Mr.  Sanchez  is  in  immediate  need  of  funds  to  assist  with  his  legal  defense 
and  provide  him  adequate  medical  care,  as  he  is  suffering  from  injuries  that 
occurred  when  an  unmarked  vehicle  rammed  into  his  car,  who  were  later 
identified  as  an  undercover  Law  Enforcement  vehicle  driven  by  a Drug 
Enforcement  Agent,  his  partner,  who  are  from  San  Francisco  with  only  one 
Lake  County  Sheriff  officer,  who  were  reported  to  be  checking  on 
barricades  on  the  Elem  Indian  Colony  Porno  Reservation.  Mr.  Sanchez's  bail 
was  first  set  at  one  million  dollars,  then  reduced  to  two  hundred  fifty 
thousand  dollars  or  10%  which  equals  to  $25,000.  On  January  26,  1996  his 
attorney  Mr.  Dan  Lipmenson  (707-644-4004)  who  has  agreed  to  take  the  case 
pro-bono,  will  ask  for  a further  reduction  in  the  bail.  However  we  are  in 
need  of  funds  to  pay  for  John's  bail,  court  expenses,  investigators,  and 
medical  services.  We  have  seven  witnesses  that  will  attest  that  John  did 
not  have  a gun  or  any  weapon. 

Mr.  Sanchez  is  charged  with  four  counts  under  the  California  Penal  Code,  in 
layman's  terms,  basically  state  that  he  was: 

1.  Brandishing  a firearm.  2.  Threatening  the  life  of  officers. 

3.  Committing  an  assault  on  the  officers,  4.  Willfully  and  unlawfully 
threatening  to  commit  a crime  which  would  result  in  death  and  great  bodily 
injury. 

ARREST  BACKGROUND 

Mr.  Sanchez  has  seven  witnesses  from  two  households  that  will  attest  to 
the  fact  and  truth  that  he  did  not  have  any  gun  or  weapon.  In  fact  the  third 
vehicle  whose  occupants  displayed  weapons  only  after  the  three  unidentified 
persons  displayed  their  weapons,  were  never  positively  identified  or 
arrested  by  the  Sheriff's  department.  The  officers  have  resorted  to 
outright  lies  to  protect  their  officers  unlawful  actions  and  display  of 
aggression  toward  the  Elem  residents  as  they  have  fabricated  a story  that 
placed  a gun  in  John's  hands  and  threatened  to  arrest  any  witnesses  that 
would  come  forward  to  verify  John's  innocence,  they  want  to  make  an  example 
of  John.  The  truth  is  that  they  over  reacted  and  harassed  the  tribe  with 
aggressive  behavior  and  placed  themselves  above  the  law  as  they  ran  the 
tribal  stop  sign,  and  would  not  stop  for  community  members,  committed  a hit 
and  run  on  John's  car  and  left  the  scene  of  an  accident  with  an  injured 
person . 

Sheriff  Mitchell  seems  to  be  orchestrating  a campaign  to  discredit  the 
remaining  people  of  Elem  reservation  in  order  to  create  and  project  a one 
sided  view  that  every  man,  woman,  and  child  are  armed  and  dangerous 
renegades,  and  that  it  is  such  a volatile  and  lawless  atmosphere  on  the 
reservation,  that  all  citizens  and  public  agencies  should  stay  away.  He 
has  spearheaded  a County  social  and  economic  embargo  that  has  segregated  and 
denied  the  tribe  basic  civil  rights  and  public  services  because  of  their 
race.  Until  Sheriff  Mitchell  feels  it  is  100%  safe  on  the  Elem  reservation. 


no  services  will  be  reinstated. 


Services  currently  denied  to  the  tribe: 

A.  After  25  years  of  service  the  Konocti  Unified  School  District  will  not 
provide  school  bus  services  to  our  children  on  the  reservation.  B.  911 
Ambulance  will  only  meet  us  one  mile  away  on  the  highway;  we  must  drive  our 
injured  people  to  them.  C.  Local  Fire  Protection  will  no  longer  provide 
services  without  police  protection.  D.  Sheriff's  Department  will  not 
provide  services  without  a SWAT  team  for  backup.  E.  The  sheriff  does  not 
recognize  the  tribe  as  a Sovereign  Nation. 

The  sheriff's  department  officers  have  endangered  the  departments  oath  and 
integrity  by  fabrication  of  the  story  to  protect  their  unlawful  actions  on 
the  reservation  and  the  continued  racial  remarks  to  non-Indians  like,  "It  is 
little  Bosnia",  and  statements  like,  "The  state  of  California,  the  County  of 
Lake,  and  the  Sheriff's  Department  does  not  recognize  the  tribe's 
sovereignty"  It  appears  that  the  department  has  placed  themselves  above  the 
powers  of  the  United  States  Congress. 

Historical  Background  Elem  Conflict 

The  Elem  Tribe/Southeastern  Porno  of  Clearlake,  a Sovereign  Nation,  in 
October,  1995,  erupted  into  civil  war,  and  was  propelled  into  the  national 
media  limelight  that  projected  only  a narrow  view  of  the  conflict  to  be 
blamed  on  greed  over  control  of  Indian  gaming  proceeds  that  played  directly 
into  the  hands  of  the  State  of  California  campaign  to  control  Indian  gaming 
or  destroy  it  completely  by  using  Elem  as  the  worst  example. 

The  Elem  Tribe  was  the  first  to  establish  a Casino  in  Lake  County  and  the 
smallest  of  the  Casinos  in  the  state,  and  was  the  only  100%  operated  and 
controlled  by  the  tribe.  There  were  many  accusations  and  rumors  within  a 
few  minority  members  of  the  tribe  about  the  distribution  of  revenues  the 
minority  who  lost  support  by  its  members  due  to  their  greed,  envy,  and  out 
of  control,  dysfunctional  behaviors,  resulting  from  generations  of 
acculturation's,  assimilation  state  of  hopelessness  brought  on  by  alcohol 
and  drug  abuse. 

These  non-traditional  adults  have  controlled  their  immediate  family  members 
through  generations  of  co-dependency,  allowing  dysfunctional  relationships 
and  violent,  abusive  behaviors  within  their  immediate  families,  unwilling  to 
take  responsibilities  and  in  complete  denial.  This  unhealthy  behavior  was 
escalated  to  attack  their  Traditional  extended  family  members,  and  posed  a 
direct  threat  to  the  health  and  safety  of  the  tribal  elders,  children,  and 
families  of  the  tribe.  The  BIA  has  been  a major  problem  due  to  its  lack  of 
support  and  recognition  of  Indian  self-determination  and  Sovereignty  of  the 
tribe.  The  BIA  has  only  continued  to  provide  excuses  and  has  not  allowed 
the  tribe  to  conduct  business  affairs  and  elections  as  prescribed  and 
mandated  by  the  Elem  tribal  constitution. 

For  more  information  and  assistance,  please  call  (707)  998-3536 
or  (707)  998-1976  or  write  to 
3im  Brown 
P.0.  Box  610, 

Clearlake  Oaks,  Ca.,  95423 

"RE : Abenaki  Band  Searches  for  Families" 

Date:  Sun,  25  Feb  1996  23:53:58  -0800 

From:  leaann@mail.wsu.edu 

Sub j : Abenaki  band  searches  for  families 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

ABENAKI  BAND  SEARCHES  FOR  FAMILIES 

News  Release  from-Alnobak  News 
To:  All  News  Services 


From:  Cowasuck  Band-Pennacook/Abenaki  People 
COWASS  North  America,  Inc. 

P.0.  Box  554  Franklin,  MA  02038-0554 

Contact:Paul  or  Linda  Pouliot-Telephone  (508)528-7629 

ABENAKI  BAND  SEARCHES  FOR  FAMILIES 

Franklin,  Massachusetts-  The  Cowasuck  Band  of  the  Pennacook/Abenaki 
People  are  an  organized  tribe  representing  Indian  peoples  in  New  England; 
specifically  Abenaki,  Pennacook,  Cowasuck,  and  related  groups.  The  Band 
is  actively  pursuing  recognition  as  a Native  American  government  through 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Since  membership  enrollment  remains  open  at  this  time,  the  Band  is 
seeking  baseline  families  (not  individuals)  to  be  recognized  as  members 
of  the  Band.  Due  to  the  fact  that  there  were  numerous  tribal  names  given 
to  our  People  through  history,  the  Band  will  respond  to  all  legitimate 
inquiries . 

We  are  currently  working  on  cultural  projects  to  bring  back  the 
traditions  and  language  of  our  people.  We  have  established  a network  of 
self-help  social  and  cultural  services  for  Native  Americans  including  a 
regional  food  pantry.  Our  Band  is  not  pursuing  casino  gambling. 

If  you  think  that  you  are  of  Native  American  descent  as  stated  above  and 
your  family  records  and  oral  traditions  support  your  beliefs,  please 
contact  the  Band  at  the  following  address  for  more  information. 

Cowasuck  Band-Pennacook/Abenaki  People 

Family  Research  Project 

P.0.  Box  554 

Franklin,  MA  02038-0554 

Telephone:  (508)  528-7629 

This  is  a public  service  story  to  be  used  freely  by  all  news.  Native 
American,  governmental,  and  public  information  organizations.  For 
additional  details  please  contact  the  above  address.  The  Alnobak  News  is 
an  international  news  publication  published  by  COWASS  North  America,  Inc. 
a non-profit  social/cultural  services  company  of  the  Cowasuck  Band- 
Pennacook/Abenaki  People. 

"RE : Adopted  Kids"  

Date:  Sat,  17  Feb  1996  19:24:51  -0800 
From:  bluell@wtp.net  (Shawn  Bluejacket) 

Sub j : adopted  kids 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

In  order  for  native  people  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  ICWA  and  our 
cultures,  we  need  to  encourage  one  another  to  adopt  native  children  who  are 
desperate  for  homes.  A few  years  ago  my  husband  and  I checked  into  adoption 
of  a special  needs  (older)  child. Since  I am  Indian,  we  decided  to  look  into 
the  possibility  of  adopting  an  Indian  child  and  sad  to  say  there  are  more 
Indian  kids  out  there  than  there  are  homes  available .Many  of  these  kids 
came  from  neglected  or  abused  homes  where  parental  rights  had  been 
terminated  and  most  of  the  stories  were  tragic  and  you  knew  these  "lost 
birds"  would  fall  through  the  cracks  of  an  uncaring  system. (one  that 
prefers  to  keep  them  institutionalized  rather  than  adopted  into  good  homes) 
We  have  not  yet  adopted  a child  into  our  home  but  it  is  our  belief  that 
being  a parent  involves  more  than  just  biology. 

It  is  my  hope  and  prayer  that  these  children  will  be  adopted  into  loving 
homes  where  preferably  at  least  one  adoptive  parent  is  Native  American.  As 
Indian  people  all  of  us  must  take  on  the  responsibility  to  care  about  and 
for  our  children  and  teach  them  about  their  heritage.  We  must  remember  the 
teachings  of  our  wolf  brothers  and  sisters  where  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
an  orphan  in  their  society  instead  the  entire  pack  rears  the  young. 


Shawn  Bluejacket 


"RE ; More  Adopted  Kids"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Feb  1996  02:18:53  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : adopted  kids 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

O' siyo, 

I wish  to  take  issue  with  the  use  of  the  term  'dysfunctional  Native 
American  family'  --  dysfunctional  means  abnormal  or  impaired.  It  is  just 
a new  way  of  calling  Indian  people  heathen  pagan  savages. 

The  'dysfunctions'  of  our  families  are  the  symptoms  of  post  traumatic 
stress  disorder.  Generational  p.t.s.d.  caused  by  the  American  holocaust  and 
by  federal  policies  that  have  been  and  are  still  being  implemented  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  destroying  our  extended  family  structures/circles. 

Much  of  the  alcoholism  in  Indian  country  began  when  the  children  as  young 
sometimes  as  3 years  old,  were  removed  from  the  families  and  sent  away  to 
residential  schools.  These  children  were  not  allowed  to  visit  their 
families  for  three  to  five  years.  Many  many  children  died  in  those 
schools,  of  diseases  and  of  broken  hearts.  Alcohol  deadened  the  pain  of 
the  loss  of  the  little  ones. 

Please  do  not  refer  to  us  as  dysfunctional. 

We  are  families  and  we  are  nations  in  various  stages  of  healing  from  the 
holocaust,  coping  with  the  legacy  of  colonization:  the  imperialism  and 
the  ethnic  cleansing  of  America. 

Wa  Do 

Feather  Eaglerock 

Leech  Lake  Rez  (a  sovereign  Anishinabe  Nation  surrounded  by  the  state  of 
Minnesota) 

English  is  a foreign  language!  Reclaim  your  language.  Reclaim  your 
heritage  and  send  it  to  the  future  with  your  grandchildren  as  your  gift  to 
their  grandchildren. 


di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 

- "RE:  Native  Blood  Quantum  and  Other  Stuff"  

Date:  Tue,  20  Feb  1996  15:34:53  -0500 
From:  summits50@aol.com 

Sub j : Native  blood  quantum  and  other  stuff 
Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

My  comment  about  how  does  someone  at  a powwow  automatically  assume  a 
dancer  is  white  was  based  on  my  experiences  at  powwows  throughout  New 
England. . .dancers  from  other  parts  of  the  US  often  make  sneering  jibes 
("buncha  wannabes  here"  and  that  sort  of  thing)  when  they  come  to  this  region 
and  see  people  of  mixed  heritage  in  the  circle.  Sometimes  the  jibes  are 
flat-out  racial  slurs. 

I understand  why  some,  especially  in  the  West,  would  see  an  Indian  here 
and  call  them  a wannabe.  I go  to  powwows  out  there  and  see  people  who  are 
fortunate  to  have  the  choice  of  being  traditional  or  not.  But  I also  know 
that  tribes  here  were  practically  annihilated  200  years  before  the  Lakota 
even  saw  a white  man,  200  years  before  Crazy  Horse  was  even  born,  200  years 
before  Geronimo  fought  to  save  the  Apache. 

That  invasion  began  here  in  the  1600s,  before  the  Mayflower.  I can  tell 
you  that  one  tribe,  the  Mashantucket  Pequots,  numbered  about  15,000  before 
whites  came  here  --  and  numbered  500  or  so  just  30  years  later. 

Those  who  survived  here  were  forced  to  slave  on  whaling  ships,  to  serve  as 


domestics  in  white  households,  or  sent  to  live  with  tribes  that  were  formerly 
their  enemies.  Other  tribes  in  the  northeast  had  it  even  worse,  as  the 
English  king  offered  bounties  for  their  scalps  be  they  man,  woman  or  child. 
Later,  as  the  Colonial  and  then  the  US  & state  governments  were  established, 
laws  were  passed  that  specifically  prohibited  Indians  from  conducting  any 
economic  business  on  their  reservations,  from  selling,  buying  or  even  owning 
land,  from  building  houses  on  the  reservations  without  state  approval  and 
proof  of  adequate  financing,  things  like  that. 

Until  relatively  recently  the  states  would  routinely  send  indigent  people 
to  live  on  the  reservations . "Stick  'em  in  prison  or  stick  'em  with  the 
Indians" ...  many  of  these  were  people  of  African  heritage.  Intermixing 
naturally  occurred  between  two  peoples  suffering  oppression,  poverty  and 
despair,  and  living  together  on  small  plots  of  land  "outcast"  from  the 
dominant  society.  This  is  not  something  to  be  ashamed  of. 

So,  too,  did  intermingling  occur  off  the  reservation,  as  Indians  forced  to 
find  jobs  and  housing  to  survive  were  not  "allowed"  to  do  so  on  their  own 
homeland.  I'm  not  talking  about  trying  to  hide  one's  identity,  I'm  talking 
about  not  starving  to  death.  It's  not  shameful  to  want  to  live.  You  can't 
preserve  your  culture  if  you're  dead.  The  people  here  tried  to  maintain  their 
self-sufficiency,  by  hunting  and  fishing,  raising  crops  and  livestock,  and 
heating  their  homes  with  wood  felled  on  their  own  land.  But  that  proved 
impossible,  because  surrounding  white  farmers  would  burn  their  crops,  deplete 
all  the  game,  physically  harm  anyone  trying  to  fish  off  the  reservation. 

These  farmers  would  graze  their  own  livestock  on  tribal  land  with  impunity. 
Despite  many, many  complaints  to  the  state  government,  nothing  was  done  to  put 
a stop  to  this. 

Add  to  all  this  the  consistent  theft  of  tribal  land  under  the  "overseer" 
system,  people  appointed  by  the  state  to  "manage  tribal  affairs,"  and  the 
pattern  is  clearly  one  of  cultural  genocide.  The  overseers  (most  of  them, 
anyway)  systematically  sold  tribal  land  without  the  tribe's  knowledge  or 
consent,  often  pocketing  the  proceeds  to  boot.  Here  in  Connecticut  it  is  no 
coincidence  that  Indian  affairs  were  supervised  by  the  state's  welfare 
department  and,  later,  the  Parks  department  - - according  to  state  law,  as 
soon  as  a reservation  was  left  unoccupied  the  state  could  take  it  for 
development  as  a park. 

Under  these  circumstances  I think  it  is  amazing  and  admirable  that  any 
culture  has  survived  at  all.  But  it  has.  People  are  coming  back  here  from 
cities  and  suburbs  across  America  to  rediscover  their  heritage  and  it  is  not 
their  fault,  nor  even  the  fault  of  their  ancestors,  that  they  were  not  born 
and  raised  on  a reservation  or  among  a community  of  Native  people.  They  are 
thankful,  though,  that  there  was  always  a handful  of  stubborn  fighters  who 
held  on  to  the  land,  so  they  had  something  to  come  home  to. 

Dust  35  years  ago  a teacher  in  a local  school  told  her  class  that  the 
Mashantucket  Pequots  were  "extinct."  She  said  this  to  a girl  who  lived  on  the 
reservation  with  her  grandmother,  who  would  soon  get  on  a school  bus  and  go 
home  to  the  reservation  about  2 1/2  miles  away.  This  is  the  sort  of  thing 
people  here  have  fought  against  --  everybody  telling  you  you're  dead. 

It's  not  an  easy  thing  to  do,  either,  to  come  back  to  a community  of  which 
you  know  little.  Some  have  given  up  good  jobs,  interrupted  their  educations, 
left  friends  and  relatives,  to  come  back  here  and  join  in  rebuilding  a 
nation.  I don't  know  anyone  who  plays  with  crystals  or  holds  pretend  sun 
dances  or  walks  around  with  feathered  war  bonnets.  I don't  know  anyone  who 
wears  plastic  fringe  who  isn't  sneered  at.  There  are  plenty  of  real 
"wannabes"  and  "princesses"  around  --  everywhere  --  and  they  are  recognized 
as  such.  But,  I would  hope  you  too  take  the  trouble  to  talk  to  "white"  or 
"black"  people  at  powwows,  about  their  lives,  and  then  decide  whether  the 
term  "wannabe"  applies. 

The  chief  of  a nearby  tribe  has  light  hair,  skin  and  blue  eyes.  The  former 
chief  of  another  nearby  tribe  was  blond  and  blue-eyed.  Leaders  of  other 
tribes  around  here  could  easily  be  mistaken  for  African  Americans  by  casual 
onlookers.  These  are  the  same  people  called  "wannabes"  and  worse,  yet  they 
have  all  struggled  hard  for  their  people's  survival  and  fought  for  their 
sovereign  rights.  They  are  not  doing  this  to  get  rich,  to  be  P.C,  or  because 
they're  posers.  They're  doing  it  because  their  ancestors  did  it  for  almost 


four  centuries  and  it's  the  right,  the  only  thing  to  do. 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw-L,  NATIVEHISTORY-L,  NATCHAT 
& NATIVE-L  listservers;  Newsgroups:  hr . indigenous,  alt. native  & 
soc. culture. native;  UUCP  & Genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include j in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"I  understand  and  appreciate  the  gravity  with  which  Elders  sayj  'Know 
your  heritage  and  traditionSj  for  without  these  you  do  not  exist  as  a 
personj  a human  being.  Know  who  you  arej  and  love  who  you  are. ' 

Without  that  knowledge  and  lovej  there  is  no  existencej  literally. 

That  is  why  Indian  people  will  fight  to  the  death  for  belief  in  Native 
culture  and  its  traditionSj  including  the  use  of  their  languages  as 
much  as  possible." 

Simon  D . OrtiZj  poet  and  storyteller  Acoma  Pueblo 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  ConfederacieSj 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitutionj 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


Are  you  part  of  a teaching  circle?  Are  you  sharing  some  of  the  wisdom 
and  knowledge  you  have  gained  during  your  walk? 

If  you  are,  thank  you.  Your  teachings  will  carry  on  long  after  you 
have  cast  aside  your  Earthly  robes  and  the  People  will  be  better  for  the 
gift  you  give  today. 

If  you  are  not,  ask  yourself  why  not.  Is  it  because  you  feel  you  have 
little  to  give?  Let  me  share  a wisdom  passed  to  me  by  an  elder  at  a time 
I felt  I had  nothing  to  offer  in  the  way  of  a teaching.  He  told  me,  "You 
do  not  know  what  knowledge  others  carry.  The  one  small  piece  you  believe 
too  small  to  matter  may  be  the  one  piece  some  other  human  being  needs  to 
complete  a lesson.  You  have  no  right  to  keep  that  piece  to  yourself, 
denying  others  its  truth.  Knowledge,  like  any  gift,  has  no  value  if  it  is 
hidden  from  others.  One  of  our  Sacred  Instructions  is  to  pass  on  to  others 
the  knowledge,  wisdom  and  understanding  that  has  been  passed  on  to  us." 

Help,  not  just  our  youth  and  not  just  those  who  were  lost  and  are  now 
coming  home;  but  all  our  People.  Teach. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 
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"RE : Peltier  Parole  Update 

Date:  Mon,  4 Mar  96  22:10:48  GMT 
From:  lpdc@idir.net  (Lisa  Faruolo) 

Sub j : Peltier  Parole  Update 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Following  Leonard  Peltier's  December  11th  parole  hearing,  we  were 
encouraged  enormously  by  the  parole  officer's  concern  about  the  government's 
apparent  change  of  theory.  He  stated  that  it  was  evident  that  the  government 
did  not  know  who  killed  their  FBI  agents  nor  what  part  Leonard  Peltier 
played,  if  any.  At  most,  it  appeared  that  Peltier  was  an  aider  and  abetter 
at  a great  distance.  This  would  result  in  a recalculation  of  parole  guidelines. 

Yet  we  have  heard  nothing  from  the  Parole  Commission.  This  leads  us  to 
believe  that  they  may  be  trying  to  circumvent  a favorable  decision  by 
working  through  their  legal  department  in  an  attempt  to  find  a loophole  and 
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call  for  a rehearing.  That  is  why  the  time  now  is  CRITICAL  that  we  demand 
JUSTICE  by  faxing  and  phoning  the  Parole  Commission.  Fax  numbers  are 
301-492-6694,  301-492-5525,  301-492-5307  and  phone  number  301-492-5952. 

— "RE:  Barriere  Lake  Action  Alert"  

Date:  Tue,  05  Mar  1996  17:57:20  -0400 
From:  webmaster@maill.treaty7.org  (webmaster) 

Sub j : Barriere  Lake  Action  Alert 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 
Algonquin  Residents  Call  for  Urgent  Support 

(Rapid  Lake,  Quebec/March  4,  1996)  The  Algonquins  of  Barriere  Lake, 
resident  on  the  Rapid  lake  Reserve,  located  in  Western  Quebec  are  calling 
for  urgent  support  from  First  Nations  and  other  Supporters  to  help  them 
protect  their  traditional  government  and  way  of  life. 

On  January  23,  1996  the  federal  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs,  Ron  Irwin, 
recognized  a dissident  group  of  non-residents  as  the  "legitimate  Council 
of  Barriere  Lake".  This  puppet  regime  is  located  150  km  away  from  the 
Rapid  Lake  Reserve  in  the  town  of  Maniwaki,  Quebec.  The  Minister  of 
Indian  Affairs  also  appointed  a "third  party  manager"  to  take  control  of 
the  Barriere  Lake  Administration  and  act  under  the  direction  of  the 
dissident  group  which  Irwin  has  imposed. 

The  Algonquins  of  Barriere  Lake  operate  under  custom  not  the  Indian  Act 
elective  system.  In  1980  Chief  Matchewan  was  selected  in  accordance  with 
custom  and  continues  to  have  the  support  of  the  vast  majority  of 
residents  of  the  Rapid  Lake  Reserve. 

In  1995,  a disident  group  comprised  mainly  of  non-residents  was  coached 
by  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  to  develop  a petition  to  replace 
Chief  Matchewan' s Council  with  one  of  their  own.  The  dissidents 
collected  signatures  on  this  so  called  "electoral  petition"  over  a four 
month  period  from  individuals  including  many  that  have  never  set  foot  on 
the  Rapid  Lake  Reserve,  some  of  the  signatures  are  from  individuals  in 
New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  as  far  away  as  California. 

This  was  done  in  complete  violation  of  the  customs  of  the  Algonquins  of 
Barriere  Lake,  which  involves  extensive  community  discussions  and 
consultations  in  community  meetings.  The  role  of  the  community  in  these 
meetings  is  to  guide  the  leadership  and  seek  consensus  on  directions  for 
the  community.  An  Elder  and  former  Chief,  Flarry  Wawatie,has  stated  the 
"position  of  Chief  and  Councillor  is  based  on  connection  to  and  knowledge 
of  the  land,  hereditary  entitlement  and  community  support.  Our  customary 
system  of  government  is  not  based  on  regular  elections.  However,  a 
Chief's  or  Councillor's  performance  is  reviewable". 

The  results  of  Irwin's  actions  have  been  chaos,  the  residents  of  the 
Rapid  Lake  Reserve  have  refused  to  recognize  Irwin's  Band  Council  (IBC), 
and  have  refused  to  accept  any  services  from  this  puppet  regime. 
Consequently,  since  January  23,  1996  all  services  have  been  interrupted 
in  Rapid  Lake,  including  all  administration,  employment,  education, 
medical  transportation,  child  protection,  etc. 

The  residents  have  stated  that  they  will  never  let  Ron  Irwin  tell  them 
who  their  leaders  should  be  and  the  IBC  will  not  be  accepted  at  all  in 
the  community. 

The  residents  are  prepared  to  resist  peacefully  but  firmly  any  and  all 
attempts  by  the  federal  government  and  their  puppet  regime  to  take  over 
the  Rapid  Lake  Reserve.  The  residents  have  established  a checkpoint  on 
the  only  road  leading  into  the  Rapid  Lake  Reserve. 

Irwin's  decision  appears  to  be  directed  toward  undermining  the  Trilateral 
Agreement  signed  on  August  22,  1991.  After  years  of  peaceful  protests 
and  blockades.  Chief  Jean  Maurice  Matchewan  signed  a Trilateral  Agreement 
with  the  Government  of  Canada  and  Quebec  to  establish  an  interim 
protection  regime  to  harmonize  forestry  activities  with  the  traditional 
activities  of  the  Algonquins  of  Barriere  Lake,  and  develop  an  integrated 
Resource  Management  Plan  for  Forests  and  wildlife  covering  10,000  kms  of 


their  traditional  lands.  This  Agreement  is  intended  to  ensure  the 
continuation  of  the  Algonquins  way  of  life. 

The  Algonquins  of  Barriere  Lake  were  preparing  for  negotiations  over  the 
implementation  of  the  integrated  Resource  Management  Plan  developed  under 
the  Trilateral  Agreement  when  Irwin  made  his  move  to  depose  the  custom 
Council  of  Barriere  Lake. 

Forestry  companies  are  taking  approximately  $66  million  annually  from  the 
Trilateral  Agreement  Territory,  and  since  the  dissident  group  was 
recognized  by  Irwin,  forestry  companies  are  ignoring  the  Trilateral 
Agreement . 

It  should  be  noted  that  until  February  14,  1996  the  dissident  group  was 
using  a lawyer  who  also  represents  "Domtar  Inc.",  a logging  company  which 
has  one  of  the  largest  Timber  Contracts  within  the  Trilateral  Agreement 
Territory.  Since  this  conflict  was  made  public  the  dissident  group  has 
changed  law  firms.  The  dissidents  are  now  using  a big  Law  Firm  in 
Ottawa,  "Nelligan,  Power". 

The  federal  government  and  their  puppets  are  using  all  sorts  of 
malicious  judicial  tactics  against  the  residents  of  the  Rapid  Lake 
Reserve,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  police  will  be  used  at  any  time  now 
to  take  over  the  community  by  force.  Ron  Irwin  is  using  all  means  at  his 
disposal  to  impose  his  colonial  rule  over  the  First  nation  against  their 
will . 

The  residents  of  Rapid  Lake  are  calling  on  all  First  Nations  and 
Supporters  to  help  stop  Irwin  and  his  puppets  from  violating  the 
Algonquins'  aboriginal  rights  and  hijacking  the  Trilateral  Agreement 
negotiations.  They  request  that  whatever  First  Nations  and  Supporters 
can  do  would  be  appreciated  since  the  residents  are  literally  under  siege 
and  in  a crisis. 

To  contact  the  residents  of  Rapid  lake  telephone:  (819)  824-1711  or  (819) 
824-1734. 

Contact  loel  Demay:  (819)  827-2499 

Residents  Move  to  Protect  Custom  Chief  and  Council 

(Rapid  Lake,  Quebec/March  4,  1996)  The  residents  of  the  Rapid  Lake 
Reserve  have  moved  to  protect  their  custom  Chief  Dean  Maurice  Matchewan, 
Councillor  Dean  Paul  Ratt  and  Administrator,  Michel  Thusky  from  being 
targeted  by  the  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs,  Ron  Irwin,  and  his  puppet 
regime,  the  dissident  Interim  Band  Council,  in  an  escalating  campaign  of 
legal  harassment  and  intimidation  in  the  courts. 

Since  December  9,  1995,  the  Interim  Band  Council  and  the  Minister  of 
Indian  Affairs  have  initiated  multiple  proceedings  in  the  Federal  Court 
of  Canada,  the  Quebec  Superior  Court  and  the  Ontario  Courts  for 
injunctions,  restraining  orders  and  judicial  writs  against  Chief 
Matchewan  and  his  supporters. 

The  Algonquins  anticipated  that  the  next  move  in  the  federal  strategy  of 
legal  intimidation  would  be  a contempt  order  to  try  and  throw  Matchewan' s 
Council  in  jail.  Therefore  the  residents  of  Rapid  Lake  Reserve  decided 
over  the  weekend  to  ask  Chief  Matchewan,  Dean  Paul  Ratt  and  Michel  Thusky 
to  leave  the  Reserve  temporarily. 

The  residents  want  Matchewan 's  Council  to  stay  out  of  the  current 
conflict  with  the  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs,  Ron  Irwin,  for  their  own 
protection.  The  residents  of  Rapid  Lake  have  vowed  that  they  will  never 
accept  Ron  Irwin  telling  them  who  their  leaders  are  and  will  continue  to 
stop  the  dissident  group  from  coming  into  or  trying  to  govern  their 
community. 

The  residents  are  prepared  to  resist  peacefully  but  firmly  any  attempts 
by  the  federal  government  and  their  puppet  regime  of  dissidents  to  take 
over  the  Rapid  Lake  Reserve. 

Chief  Dean  Maurice  Matchewan,  Dean  Paul  Ratt  and  Michel  Thusky  left  the 
Rapid  Lake  Reserve  effective  Sunday  March  3,  1996. 

The  residents  of  the  community  can  be  reached  at  (819)  824-1711 

Or  contact  Doel  Demay:  (819)  827-2499 


RE:  Revive  Wampum  Belts 


Date:  Fri,  1 Man  1996  18:14:24  GMT 

From:  abl55@FreeNet.Carleton.CA  (Martin  F.  Dunn) 

Sub j : "Revive"  Wampum  Belts 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

The  following  message  is  being  posted  by  me  on  behalf  of  the  WAMPUMPEAG 
PRODECT.  I have  volunteered  to  work  with  this  project  but  any  further 
communication  should  be  made  with  Claude  Aubin  (address  and  phone  at  end 
of  message)  who,  as  yet,  is  not  available  on  line.  If  long-distance 
charges  are  a problem,  I would  be  willing  to  receive  e-mail  related  to 
the  project  and  fax-forward  it  to  him.  I have  also  volunteered  to 
retrieve  and  forward  any  posting  as  a result  of  this  message. 

WAMPUMPEAG  is  a group  of  volunteers  from  Canada  and  the  United  States 
who  have  been  devoted  for  the  last  seven  years  to  help  revive  the  uses  of 
the  Wampum  Belts  to  keep  them  alive  in  special  ceremonies. 

WAMPUMPEAG  wants  to  help  Wabenaki  people  explain  the  spiritual  and 
scientific  knowledge  of  the  Wampum  Belts  which  are  known  to  contain 
advanced  and  refined  knowledge  of  spiritual  sciences  which  are  practiced 
by  many  Wabanaki  Elders  and  Ceremonialists . 

WAMPUMPEAG  is  a project  dedicated  to  the  location  of  old  original  Wampum 
Belts  and  pictures  of  them  which  are  scattered  around  the  world;  and  to 
string  "new"  belts  as  exact  copies  of  the  original  ones  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  spiritual  and  cultural  revival. 

WAMPUMPEAG  is  pleased  to  announce  that  members  of  the  group  have  been 
searching  and  have  located  hundreds  of  Wampum  Belts  with  the  help  of 
museum  curators  and  interested  Native  and  non-Native  individuals  in 
Canada,  the  United  States,  and  around  the  world. 

WAMPUMPEAG  knows  how  appropriate  it  would  be  to  repatriate  all  of  these 
Wampum  Belts  to  their  original  owners.  Unfortunately,  as  reality  would 
have  it,  we  do  not  hold  any  of  these  Wampum  Belts.  They  were  sold  to 
collectors  of  Native  artifacts  and  to  museums  by  Wabenaki  people  who  no 
longer  knew  their  uses,  and  because  of  government  policies  banning  our 
ceremonies  and  confiscating  our  ceremonial  objects.  So  many  Wampum  Belts 
have  already  been  lost  or  destroyed  through  time.  Ironically,  many  have 
survived  because  the  belts  were  collected  by  banks  who  mistakenly  thought 
they  were  a form  of  money. 

WAMPUMPEAG  is  stringing  copies  of  Wampum  Belts  for  special  transfer 
ceremonies  in  order  to  activate  the  new  Wampum  Belts  from  those  old  ones 
which  are  resting  in  museums  and  no  longer  available  to  the  people,  or 
are  no  longer  in  use  because  they  are  too  fragile  to  be  handled.  We  have 
not  stopped  reproducing  or  using  our  pipes  in  our  ceremonies  just  because 
so  many  of  them  have  been  deposited  in  museums,  and  we  should  not  stop 
using  our  Wampum  Belts. 

WAMPUMPEAG  is  in  the  process  of  publishing  a resource  book  called 
"Spiritual  Science  of  the  Wampum  Belts."  this  book  will  help  people  to 
better  understand  the  spiritual  uses  of  the  Wampum  Belts  before  the 
coming  of  the  Europeans,  and  of  their  uses  as  a reminder  of  treaties. 

The  cost  of  the  book,  when  it  is  published  in  Dune,  will  be  $5.00  and  $2. 
.00  for  postage  and  handling. 

WAMPUMPEAG  is  always  on  the  lookout  for  volunteer  researchers  willing 
to  help  in  the  location  of  Wampum  Belts  and  to  assist  in  the  publishing 
of  an  upcoming  catalogue  of  Wampum  Belts  with  colour  pictures. 

We  are  looking  for  volunteer  Artisans  to  string  copies  of  Wampum  Belts. 
We  are  looking  for  people  to  help  us  by  distributing  this  resource  book. 

We  are  looking  for  donations  or  grants  from  government,  private  sector, 
or  individual  sponsors.  With  a single  Canadian  or  American  nickel,  you 
will  help  purchase  one  of  the  5,000,000  shell  beads  we  needs  to  string 
the  new  Wampum  Belts.  You  can  send  your  donation  or  pre-order  your  book 
from: 

WAMPUMPEAG  PRODECT  Phone  or  Fax 

c/o  Claude  Aubin  1-819-684-4617 


1309  Grande  Allee 
Aylmer,  Quebec 
Canada 
39H  5C9 

<===============================================================> 

Martin  F.  Dunn  Aboriginal  Rights  Consulting 

abl55@freenet . carleton . ca  from  an  Aboriginal  Perspective 

<===============================================================> 


"RE : NA  Prisoner's  Rights"  

Date:  Wed,  28  Feb  1996  07:00:41  -0800  (PST) 

From:  pat@mtl.mit.edu  (Patricia  E.  Varley) 

Sub j : NA  Prisoner's  Rights 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Alex  Montana  is  a Native  American  who  has  long  hair  but  has  had  to  pay 
a price  for  it... and  for  wanting  to  practice  his  traditional  religion  for 
the  past  nine  years  in  the  Texas  Department  of  Criminal  Justice  - 
Institutional  Division. 

"When  I first  came  in,  they  had  to  hold  me  down  and  cut  it  - don't  ask 
what  it  must  have  looked  like  after  they  got  through,  me  steady  struggling 
in  the  barber  chair  as  they  held  me  down.  I haven't  cut  it  since  then  - 
been  through  all  kinds  of  hell  behind  it,  too.  Six  back-to-back  solitary 
confinements,  months,  on  top  of  months,  of  property,  commissary,  and  cell 
restriction . " 

Alex  has  filed  suit  against  the  TDC3-ID  to  allow  him  to  keep  his  long  hair 
and  practice  his  religious  beliefs.  Alex  hopes  to  set  a legal  precedent  in 
Texas  to  allow  imprisoned  American  Indians  the  right  to  practice  their 
traditional  religions,  a suit  he  hopes  will  ultimately  establish  a policy 
whereby  Native  American  prisoners  would  be  allowed  to  possess  and  carry 
their  own  medicine  pouch,  prayer  pipe,  feathers  and  tobacco,  to  have 
access  to  a sweat  lodge  and  medicine  man,  and,  be  granted  an  exemption  to 
the  prison's  grooming  code. 

David  Nunnelee,  a department  spokesman  in  Huntsville  has  stated  that:  "Our 
overriding  policy  in  allowing  religious  freedom  is  safety  ."  He  declined 
to  comment  further  because  Alex's  case  is  under  litigation.  Prison 
officials  have  told  Alex,  verbally  and  through  letters,  that  the 
department's  policy  allows  "as  much  religious  liberty  as  possible"  in 
keeping  with  security  and  safety  measures.  Prison  officials  fear  that 
weapons  or  sharp  objects  could  be  concealed  inside  the  medicine  pouch,  and 
that  long  hair  could  pose  a safety  hazard  because  it  could  get  caught  in 
machinery.  TDCJ-ID  offers  religious  facilities,  activities,  and  religious 
objects  (rosaries,  Bibles,  Korans)  for  other  religions,  but  has  so  far 
refused  this  request  for  Native  Americans. 

Alex  has  gained  some  headway  in  his  battle  with  the  state  prison  system. 
Early  last  year,  the  TDCD-ID  finally  acknowledged  "the  Native  American 
religion"  as  a legitimate  faith,  but  refused  to  budge  from  its  position  of 
allowing  religious  facilities,  medicine  man,  objects,  and  exemption  from 
the  grooming  code.  Complicating  the  issue  further  for  prison  officials  is 
understanding  the  diversity  of  beliefs  among  the  more  than  500  American 
Indian  tribes.  What  is  appropriate  for  a Comanche  is  not  for  a Lakota,  or 
a Hopi.  Prison  officials  lump  Native  Americans  into  one  homogeneous  group. 

The  Native  American  Rights  Fund  in  Boulder,  Colorado  estimates  that  more 
than  7,000  American  Indians  are  incarcerated  in  23  states  with  significant 
Indian  populations.  According  to  Walter  Echo-Hawk,  executive  director  of 
the  organization,  more  than  40  lawsuits  have  been  filed  by  Native  American 
prisoners  since  1972.  He  said  many  of  them  file  for  rights  to  wear 
traditional  hair  styles  for  religious  reasons,  access  to  Indian  spiritual 
leaders,  possession  of  sacred  objects  and  access  to  sweat  lodges  for 
worship. 

"Traditional  Indian  religions  are  critical  to  cultural  survival  of  tribes 
because  it  is  the  glue  that  holds  native  communities  together,"  said  Mr. 
Echo-Hawk.  "It's  even  more  so  for  native  prisoners  because  it  gives  them 


the  renewed  self-identity  and  pride  to  return  to  the  mainstream  as 
contributing  members  of  society." 

In  1993  the  US  Congress  passed  the  Religious  Freedom  Restoration  Act  , 
which  requires  that  a state  must  show  a "compelling  interest"  while 
employing  the  "least  restrictive"  means  possible  before  they  can  infringe 
upon  the  religious  rights  of  an  individual.  Since  the  passage  of  RFRA, 
several  Indian  prisoners  in  other  states  have  successfully  challenged 
prison  regulations  that  previously  infringed  upon  their  religious  rights. 

Alex  believes  the  court  will  uphold  his  rights  to  practice  his  traditional 
religious  beliefs.  Bringing  his  suit  without  a lawyers'  guidance,  relying 
on  legal  references  in  the  prison  library  instead,  Alex  continues  his 
legal  battle  with  the  state  prison  system. 

"If  I was  just  doing  this  for  myself,  I would  take  what  they  have  offered 
me  and  drop  it.  But  I have  to  continue  on  with  the  lawsuit  to  get  some 
kind  of  legal  binding  policy  on  it.  If  I don't,  what's  going  to  happen  to 
other  skins  (Indians)  who  want  to  practice  their  traditional  religious 
beliefs?" 

If  you  would  like  more  information,  please  contact: 


Patricia  Varley 
75  Lawn  Ave. 
Quincy,  MA  02169 
USA 

Patricia  Varley 


Alex  Montana 
TDC3-ID  #448568 
HC  67,  Box  115 
Kenedy,  Texas 
USA 


RE:  Oklahoma  Fuel  Tax  Issue(s) 


Date:  Fri,  1 Mar  1996  08:41:16  -0600 
From:  Dohn  Berry  <berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 
Sub j : Oklahoma  Fuel  Tax  Issue(s) 

UUCP  email 


To  all. 


Oklahoma  Tries  Again  for  Tax  on  Indian  Fuel  Sales 
by  John  Berry 

The  Oklahoma  state  Senate  recently  passed  an  alternative  method  of 
taxing  fuel  sold  by  Indian  owned  businesses  44-1.  The  bill  is  now  in 
the  House-Senate  committee.  The  bill  moves  collection  of  State  taxes, 
of  16  cents  on  gasoline  and  13  cents  on  diesel,  from  the  pump  to  the 
refinery.  The  bill  makes  it  a felony,  for  violation,  by  Indians 
alone . 

It  is  expected  that  this  issue  will  again  head  into  the  courts  all 
the  way  to  the  Supreme  Court,  which  ruled  in  the  tribes  favor,  over 
collection  of  fuel  taxes  by  the  State,  from  Indian  owned  stations,  at 
the  pump. 

Senator  Kelly  Haney,  Democrat-Seminole,  said,  "the  native  people  in 
Oklahoma  are  not  here  by  choice,  but  by  force."  Regarding  treaty 
issues  about  land,  he  said,  "as  long  as  the  water  flows...",  adding,  " 
I think  there  must  be  some  language  that  says  or  30  days  whichever 
comes  first." 

Senator  Gene  Stipe,  Democrat-McAlester,  said,  "Can  the  Oklahoma 
Legislature  overrule  a treaty  of  the  United  States?",  "The 
Constitution  says  a treaty  is  the  law  of  the  land,  exceeding  an  act  of 
Congress . " 

Apparently,  the  State  Legislature  thinks  that  this  is  possible, 
with  this  continuing  effort  at  fuel  taxes  on  Indian  sold  fuels.  It 
does  not  appear  that  they  take  seriously  such  issues  as:  What  happens 
if  the  Indian  Nations  build  their  own  refinery(s),  or  legally 
challenge  other  taxes,  like  gross  production  oil  well  taxes. 

Some  conflicts  over  geographical  area  jurisdiction  are  expected,  by 
tribes  which  live  in  close  proximity  to  one  another.  Several  of  the 


tribes  have  proposed  and  favor  revenue-sharing  compacts  with  the  State 
over  a new  tax  code(s).  This  type  of  compromise  has  been  ignored  by 
the  State  Legislature,  so  far. 

It  would  appear  from  here,  that  they  had  better  come  to  the  table 
in  good  faith,  or  seek  other  non-Indian  venues  for  raising  funds. 


submitted  to  the  NET  by  3ohn  Berry,  OSU 

"RE : Wal-Mart  Opposes  Mohicans"  

Date:  96-03-01  12:53:14  EST 

From:  winchd@rpi.edu  (Debra  3.  Winchell) 

Sub j : Wal-Mart  Opposes  Mohicans 

Mailing  List:  NATIVEHISTORY-L@cornell.edu 

WAL-MART  PLANS  TO  BUILD  ON  ANCIENT  MOHICAN  SITE 

Walmart  wants  to  build  a store  on  an  undisturbed  Mohican  site  called  Leeds 
Flats  dating  back  5,000  years  in  the  Town  of  Leeds  in  New  York  State.  They 
do  not  want  to  permit  a thorough  archaeological  dig,  which  would  give  the 
Mohicans  invaluable  information  on  their  history  and  culture,  much  of  which 
has  been  lost  since  the  coming  of  the  Europeans.  The  remains  of  a child 
have  also  been  found  at  the  site.  Wal-Mart  advertises  itself  as  being 
family-oriented,  yet  they  want  to  stop  Native  Americans,  who  are  typically 
very  family-oriented,  from  learning  more  about  their  families.  After  tribal 
members  visited  the  site  and  staged  a protest  rally  garnering  much  press 
coverage  December  1995,  the  Mohican  tribe  agreed  to  join  the  Greene  County 
group  It's  Not  Easy  Being  Greene  in  a lawsuit  against  the  Town  of  Leeds, 
claiming  it  illegally  approved  the  environmental  impact  statement  when  it 
was  not  complete  and  rezoning  the  historic  area.  It  is  well-known  that 
Leeds  Flats  was  the  site  of  a Mohican  village  and  also  a flood  plain.  No 
plans  were  submitted  for  dealing  with  the  flood  plain.  It  flooded  to  30 
feet  one  time  this  winter.  This  sacred  site  must  be  preserved.  Please  join 
me  in  sending  e-mail  protests  to  the  Letters  to  the  President  at 
letters@wal-mart.com  or  write  letters  to  the  people  listed  below.  They  only 
have  an  option  to  buy  the  property.  If  we  pour  on  the  pressure,  maybe  they 
will  pull  out. 

Key  People  at  Wal-Mart 

S.  Robson  Walton,  Chairman 
Donald  G.  Soderquist,  VC  and  COO 
David  D.  Blass,  President  and  CEO 

William  R.  Fields,  President  and  CEO,  Wal-Mart  Stores  Division 

3oseph  S.  Hardin,  EVP,  COO,  Wal-Mart  Stores  Division 

lohn  B.  Menzer,  EVP  and  CFO 

Nicholas  3.  White,  EVP  Supercenter  Division 

Headquarters  Address:  Bentonville,  AR  72716 
Phone:  501-273-4000 
Fax:  501-273-8650 

Debra  Winchell,  Melrose,  NY,  winchd@rpi.edu 

This  is  solely  my  opinion,  but  I hope  not  for  long. 

"RE:  First  Nations'  Court  of  3ustice" 

Date:  6 Mar  1996  02:40:20  GMT 
From:  <76031j767@compuserve.com> 

Sub j : First  Nations'  International  Court  of  3ustice 
Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 


On  April  2,3,4,1996  the  First  Nations'  International  Court  of  3ustice 


will  convene  its  first  sitting  in  Ottawa,  Canada.  The  Court  is  an 
initiative  of  the  First  Nations  of  Canada,  and  was  authorized  by 
resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  which  accepted  the  Chiefs  of 
Ontario  offer  to  undertake  the  formation  of  this  institution.  This 
institution  is  operates  under  Convention,  and  will  be  presided  over  by 
judges  from  First  Nations  across  North  America  and  throughout  the  world. 
They  will  be  assisted  by  a Committee  of  Elders.  The  Court's  registrar  is 
presently  situated  in  Ottawa. 

The  formation  of  this  institution  of  justice  by  First  Nations  follows 
years  of  struggle  in  colonial  court  systems.  In  Canada,  as  in  other  areas 
throughout  the  world,  the  rights  indigenous  people  are  paid  lip  service 
and  given  only  minimum  consideration.  Courts  and  the  legal  system  does 
not  appreciate  the  concepts  upon  which  First  Nations  base  their 
relationship  with  the  settler  governments.  Consequently,  neither  domestic 
nor  international  law  includes  First  Nation  perspectives.  The  First 
Nations'  International  Court  of  lustice  will  offer  the  general  legal 
community  an  opportunity  to  incorporate  the  laws  of  First  Nations  into 
their  legal  studies  and  jurisprudence. 

The  FNIC3  is  financed  completely  by  donations  from  First  nations  and 
their  supporters.  The  first  sitting  is  being  organized  by  a committee  of 
volunteers  and  employees  loaned  from  organizations  and  business.  It  is 
hoped  that  through  fund-raising  efforts  a self-sustaining  fund  will  be 
established  to  support  the  basic  operation  of  the  Court  for  this  and 
future  sittings. 

The  first  sitting,  which  will  be  an  indictment  by  the  First  Nations  of 
Turtle  Island  against  Canada,  will  be  public.  International  observers  and 
press,  both  First  Nation  and  other  are  invited.  Special  rates  for  hotel 
and  airfare  are  available  through  Pash  Travel  at  1-800-567-6555  or  (613) 
850-7129. 

Inquiries  about  getting  involved  in  fund-raising  or  to  make  a financial 
contribution  call  1-800-461-9495  or  (416)591-6995. 

For  more  information  of  the  First  Nations  International  Court  of  lustice 
or  to  volunteer  contact: 

The  Chiefs  of  Ontario 
22  College  St.,  2nd  Floor 

Toronto,  ON,  M5G  1K2  (416)  972-0212  (Sylvia  Thompson,  Coordinator) 

Fax  (416)  972-0217 

or  Carolann  M.  Brewer  (613)  232-6384 

Legal  Liaison  e-mail  to  76031, 767@compuserve. com 

or  Richard  C.  Powless  (613)  733-7915 

Media  Coordinator  e-mail  to  rpowless@magi.com 

"RE:  Response  to  Assault  on  the  Rez"  - — 

Date:  Wed,  28  Feb  1996  18:03:56  GMT 
From:  acohen@sonic.net  (Tony  Cohen) 

Sub j : Response  to  Assault  on  the  Rez 

Newsgroups : hr . indigenous, soc . culture. native, alt . native 

Original  Subject:  AIM  posting  re:  Elem  Indian  Colony 

On  February  21,  1996,  a message  was  posted  to  NATIVE-L  regarding  Elem 
Indian  Colony  in  northern  California.  Although  the  message  was  "signed"  by 
one  3im  Brown,  the  "original  sender"  was  identified  as  American  Indian 
Movement,  "aimca@igc.apc.org"  The  status  of  AIM's  involvement  remains 
unclear,  and  is  of  great  concern  to  us. 

As  readers  of  NATIVE-L  probably  know,  a controversy  has  been  raging 
on  many  levels  at  Elem.  The  tribal  government,  acting  through  its  elected 
Executive  Committee,  as  directed  by  the  Tribe's  General  Council,  sued 
Tribal  Chair  Thomas  Brown  and  others  seeking  to  force  them  to  return 
financial  control  of  the  Tribe  to  its  Secretary-Treasurer  pursuant  to  the 


Tribe's  constitution  and  bylaws,  and  to  render  an  accounting  of  their  two 
years  of  illegal  financial  control  of  the  Tribe's  casino.  Use  of  the 
litigation  process  was  a last  resort  after  Brown  refused  to  comply  with  a 
General  Council  resolution. 

In  a December  15,  1995  order  denying  defendants'  motion  to  dismiss, 
the  United  States  District  Court  specifically  found  that: 

"...  this  litigation  was  properly  authorized  by  the  tribe."  Page  8. 

"...  [T]he  Tribe  is  not  asking  a court  to  mediate  an  internal 
dispute,  but  rather,  to  enforce  its  resolution  of  that  dispute  over 
property  held  pursuant  to  IGRA."  Page  11. 

"...  because  the  proceeds  from  gaming  operations  are  conferred  and 
protected  by  a federal  statute,  IGRA,  these  causes  of  action  arise  under 
federal  law  and  jurisdiction  is  proper  ..."  Page  12. 

"Plaintiff  [Tribe]  alleges  that  Brown  unlawfully  received,  retained 
and  disbursed  money  and  other  things  of  value  which  belong  to  the  Tribe; 
actions  clearly  outside  the  scope  of  Brown's  authority  and  contrary  to  the 
constitution."  Page  13. 

"Plaintiff  [Tribe]  has  exercised  its  regulatory  authority  over  a 
gaming  establishment  within  its  jurisdiction  and  initiated  a judicial 
action  seeking  to  compel  compliance  of  its  exercise  of  regulatory 
authority."  Page  15. 

Refusing  to  dismiss  the  case,  as  had  been  requested  by  defendants, 
the  Court  scheduled  a hearing  for  March  1,  1996  for  the  setting  of  a trial 
date.  The  Tribe  has  requested  an  August  trial  date. 

In  Dune  of  1995,  the  Executive  Committee  had  seized  control  of  50 
boxes  of  casino  records.  Later,  the  Executive  Committee  turned  those 
records  over  to  a federal  grand  jury  pursuant  to  subpoena.  Recently,  it 
authorized  the  turnover  of  the  records  to  the  Interior  Department's 
Inspector  General  for  a complete  audit,  as  required  by  the  National  Indian 
Gaming  Commission  as  a prerequisite  to  the  NIGC's  lifting  of  its  closure 
order  against  the  casino. 

Our  democratically  authorized  efforts  to  enforce  tribal  law  against 
the  Tribal  Chair  and  his  supporters  have  resulted  in: 

1)  The  exile  of  about  60  Executive  Committee  supporters  and  their 
families  from  the  reservation  after  a week  of  gunfire  which  injured  9 
people.  None  of  them  have  been  able  to  return  since  October  13,  1995. 

2)  The  forced  relocation  of  these  tribal  members  ranging  from  infants 
to  elders,  for  their  safety,  to  a naval  hospital  over  one  hundred  miles 
away  for  two  and  a half  months. 

3)  The  destruction  by  arson  of  many  of  our  homes  in  our  absence. 

4)  A drive-by  shooting  with  a shotgun  and  a fully  automatic  assault 
weapon  at  the  off-reservation  home  of  the  Tribe's  Secretary-Treasurer  at 
around  11:00  p.m.  while  men,  women  and  children  who  were  staying  there 
after  their  departure  from  the  naval  hospital  slept.  Although  bullets 
penetrated  the  house,  fortunately  no  one  was  injured. 

This  terrorism  was  in  response  to  the  Executive  Committee's  use  of 
the  legal  process  to  protect  tribal  sovereignty  from  rampant  despotism  and 
criminal  conduct,  which  had  been  enforced  by  goon  squads  reminiscent  of 
the  Dick  Wilson  days  at  Pine  Ridge.  It  was  the  direct  cause  of  the  cutoff 
of  local  community  services  complained  of  by  Dim  Brown.  The  fire 
department  refused  to  respond  to  the  arson  fires  because  they  had  been 
shot  at.  The  Sheriff's  department  won't  enter  the  reservation  without 
adequate  personnel  because  on  several  occasions  they  have  been  pinned  down 
by  gunfire,  or  held  at  gunpoint.  To  their  credit,  they  have  never 
responded  with  deadly  force,  despite  severe  provocation. 

Let  the  despots  and  criminal  elements  say  what  they  may  on  the 
Internet.  The  court  will  determine  the  truth  and  vindicate  tribal 
sovereignty.  The  more-traditional-than-thou  claims  of  these  same  people 
will,  of  course,  be  decided  in  other  ways. 

BUT  --  WHAT  ROLE  DOES  AIM  PLAY  HERE?  When  Dennis  Banks  and 
California  AIM  director  Carole  Standing  Elk  were  asked  at  last  Saturday's 
AIM  Pow  Wow  at  Concord,  California  what  they  knew  about  the  Dim  Brown 
e-mail  being  sent  by  AIM,  they  said  they  knew  nothing.  We  have  received 
no  response  to  our  e-mail  inquiry  to  "aimca@igc.apc.org" 

Does  AIM  support  the  exile  under  fire  of  people  seeking  to  use  the 


counts  to  stop  blatant  violation  of  a tribe's  constitution  after  the 
Chairman  has  disregarded  the  Tribe's  own  highest  authority,  its  General 
Council? 

Does  use  of  the  legal  system  and  cooperation  with  federal  authorities 
to  stop  theft  and  embezzlement  of  tribal  funds  and  corruption  of  tribal 
elections  make  cooperating  tribal  officials  and  their  friends  and  families 
"enemies  of  the  Indian  people"  such  that  AIM  will  support  arson  and 
drive-by  shootings? 

Is  AIM  bringing  outsiders  into  the  community  from  as  far  away  as 
Oregon  and  Oklahoma  to  assist  in  the  terrorism? 

Is  AIM  confusing  these  criminal  elements  with  movement  heroes  like 
Leonard  Peltier,  and  using  fund  raisers  intended  for  Leonard  to  ask  for 
donations  for  bail  for  common  criminals? 

We  hope  AIM  promptly  and  clearly  disassociates  itself  from  Dim 
Brown's  posting,  and  clears  up  the  rumors  of  its  involvement  at  Elem. 

During  one  of  the  worst  times  at  Elem,  Dennis  Banks  generously  and 
selflessly  gave  of  himself  to  attempt  to  bring  the  people  of  Elem  together 
to  smoke  the  pipe,  and  to  pray,  and  to  talk  of  peace.  We  hope  that  his 
neutrality  and  his  spirituality  reflects  AIM's  only  role  at  Elem.  The 
recent  events  have  made  us  seriously  fear  otherwise. 

Mable  Fourkiller 

Vice  Chair,  Executive  Committee 

Elem  Indian  Colony 

Tony  Cohen 

Tribal  Attorney 

"RE : Announcing:  S.O.S.  Committee"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Feb  1996  22:48:00  GMT 

From:  ron . burling@weecabn . cts . com  (Ron  Burling) 

Sub  j : ANNOUNCING! 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Posted  at  the  request  of  the  Save  Our  Sovereignty  Committee  of  Sault 
Ste.  Marie,  Michigan... 

Phone  : (906)635-7033 
Fax  : (906)635-7007 

Aineen, 

This  letter  is  both  an  introduction,  as  well  as  a request.  The 
introduction  is  to  a new  organization  in  its  formative  stage.  It  is  the 
hope  of  everyone  currently  involved,  that  a great  benefit  to  Indigenous 
people,  as  well  as  the  community,  can  be  gained  by  the  creation  of  this 
organization.  We  would  appreciate  your  comments  and  of  course,  any  support 
you  may  be  able  to  give.  Thank  you  for  your  time. 

A Brief  History 

A project  was  initiated  by  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Tribe  of  Chippewa 
Indians  to  fight  the  legislation  designed  to  tax  Native  Gaming  and  reduce 
government  support  of  Native  Programs.  A great  deal  of  this  undertaking  was 
carried  out  by  a young,  enthusiastic  staff  of  office  workers,  artists,  and 
management.  Various  departments  and  employees  came  together  with  volunteer 
within  the  area  communities  for  a few  whirlwind  weeks  of  serious  campaigning. 
This  culminated  the  formation  of  the  " Save  Our  Sovereignty  Committee  " 
(S.O.S.)  and  the  Rally  and  a walk  for  Peace  which  was  created  and  sponsored. 

Although  the  efforts  of  the  campaign  including  the  successful  Rally 
seemed  to  pay  off,  most  of  the  members  knew  this  was  only  the  beginning  of 
what  could  be  accomplished.  With  this  in  mind  we  have  the  following  proposal 
to  make: 

Our  goal  is  to  create  a nonprofit,  multicultural,  international 
organization . 

This  organization  will  be  chartered  and  supported  by  the  people.  It  will 
be  developed  with  the  goal  of  bringing  all  people  and  all  Nations  together 


for  the  purpose  of  education  about,  and  defense  of,  the  sovereignty  and 
identity  of  Indigenous  peoples. 


Mission  Statement 

Our  mission  is  to  represent  Aboriginal  people  and  their  rights  to  self- 
government,  cultural  integrity,  religious  freedom,  trust  land,  and  other 
sovereign  issues.  This  representation  would  take  place  on  all  national, 
regional,  and  local  fronts.  We  will  educate  the  public  and  raise  government 
awareness  of  the  rights  and  concerns  of  all  first  peoples  by  using  various 
media.  It  is  our  hope  that  this  movement  will  grow  to  become  a strong  voice. 
This  voice  will  help  unify  all  Peoples,  all  Nations,  and  all  Tribes.  This 
vision  will  make  the  goals  of  this  committee  and  those  it  represents 
obtainable  reality. 

We  believe  this  mission  will  benefit  all  people  and  the  environment. 

To  accomplish  these  goals  we  will: 

a)  Work  with  other  groups  with  similar  motivations. 

b)  Utilize  these  contacts  to  create  an  information  network  to  gather  and 
disseminate  political,  cultural,  and  spiritual  information  of  interest  to 
Indigenous  people  and  their  supporters. 

c)  Encourage  the  creation  of  local  chapters  throughout  communities.  With 
the  hope  that  the  creation  of  such  chapters  will  enhance  the  solidarity  of 
Indigenous  people. 

To  carry  out  these  ideas  we  will  need  support  from  all  interested  people  and 
tribes.  We  will  need  such  things  as: 

Independent  office  space  for  various  area  chapters. 

Office  equipment  (computer(s),  fax,  phones,  desks,  etc.) 

Help  with  operations  costs(  electricity,  phones,  etc.) 

Access  for  fund  raising  (booths  at  Pow-Wows,  gatherings,  newsletter  ad,  etc.) 

Enclosed  please  find  some  of  our  items  which  have  been  created  for  the  Rally. 
These  items  may  be  used  for  fund-raising  endeavors. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Ron  Burling 

ron . burling@weecabn . cts . com 
Anishinabe 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  Tribe  of  Chippewa  Indians 
Mackinac  Band  of  Chippewa 
Crane  Clan 

"RE : Unity  Ride  96"  

Date:  Wed,  28  Feb  1996  08:30:24  -0700 

From:  Charles  Cambridge  <ccambrid@carbon . cudenver . edu> 

Sub j : Unity  Ride  96 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

Could  you  please  relay  the  following  information  to  interested  individuals. 
UNITY  RIDE  96 

Unity  Ride  96,  will  start  on  May  3,  1996,  from  Wahpeton  Dakota  Reserve 
near  Prince  Albert,  Saskatchewan,  Canada.  The  purpose  of  this  ride  is  to 
unite  people  throughout  Canada,  the  United  States,  and  the  World,  and  to 
pray  for  World  Peace.  The  Ride  will  continue  south  through  Chief  Sitting 
Bull's  original  campsite  at  Wood  Mountain,  Saskatchewan,  to  the  Bighorn 
Medicine  Wheel  site  in  Wyoming,  then  east  to  Grey  Buffalo  Horn  Butte  (Pte 
San  He  PaHa) (Devils ' Tower  in  Wyoming).  Riders  will  arrive  at  Grey 
Buffalo  Horn  Butte  on  Dune  20.  The  following  day,  we  will  hold  a World 
Day  of  Peace  Prayer  on  the  summer  solstice.  People,  who  cannot 
participate  in  the  Unity  Ride,  are  asked  to  pray  at  their  Sacred  Sites  at 
sunrise  on  Dune  21. 

The  Chief  Sitting  Bull  and  Chief  Bigfoot  Memorial  Rides  along  with  the 
WIPING  OF  TEAR/MENDING  THE  SACRED  HOOP  RIDE  were  spiritual  rides  that 


began  in  1986.  These  rides  were  foretold  through  visions  and  dreams  of 
several  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  men.  The  dreams  foretold  the  mending 
of  the  Sacred  Hoop  of  the  Dakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  Nations.  It  is  time 
to  prepare  the  Sacred  Seventh  Generation  in  fulfilling  the  Prophecies  of 
the  Medicine  People  of  the  Past.  A Wopila  Ride  was  held  in  1992  to  thank 
the  spirits  for  giving  safe  passage  for  the  Sitting  Bull  and  Bigfoot 
Riders.  The  Sacred  Hoop  of  the  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  was  broken  at 
the  time  of  the  Wounded  Knee  massacre  on  December  29,  1890.  The  prophecy 
of  the  Elders  was  that  it  would  take  seven  generations  before  the  sacred 
hoop  could  be  mended.  The  time  is  near.  We  must  ride  to  show  the  way 
to  spirituality  and  sobriety  for  the  future  of  our  nations. 

In  preparation,  three  Canadian  and  American  Unity  Rides  occurred  in  1993 
1994  and  1995.  Members  of  the  Seventh  Generation  of  the  Lakota,  Dakota 
and  Nakota  were  given  the  vision  to  ride  into  Canada  to  meet  their 
relatives  who  have  been  living  there  for  more  than  a hundred  years.  The 
purpose  of  the  rides,  was  to  fulfill  the  prophecies  of  the  elders  to 
reunite  the  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  Nations.  Unity  Ride  93  started  at 
the  Medicine  Rock  in  the  Standing  Rock  Sioux  Reservation,  North  Dakota 
and  proceeded  four  hundred  miles  to  the  Birdtail  Dakota  Reserve  in 
Manitoba,  Canada.  This  was  the  first  time  in  more  than  a hundred  years 
that  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  rode  united  since  Chief  Sitting  Bull  in 
1881.  Unity  Ride  94  started  on  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Reservation,  South 
Dakota  and  proceeded  eight  hundred  miles  to  the  Pheasant  Rump  Nakota 
Reserve  in  Saskatchewan,  Canada.  Riders  from  the  Lakota,  Dakota  and 
Nakota  were  joined  by  riders  from  the  Mandan,  Hidatsa,  Arikara,  Chippewa 
and  Ojibway  Nations.  Unity  Ride  95  started  at  Pheasant  Rump  Nakota 
Reserve  and  ended  450  miles  later  on  the  Wahpeton  Dakota  Reserve  in 
Prince  Albert,  Saskatchewan.  The  riders  camped  on  15  different  First 
Nation  Reservations  during  this  ride. 

Participants  of  the  Unity  Ride  96  are  asked  to  be  sincere  in  their  heart 
and  prayers.  This  is  a spiritual  journey  through  sacred  lands  and 
sites.  Unity  Ride  96  will  begin  on  May  3 and  will  end  on  Dune  21.  There 
will  be  a total  of  fifty  days  on  the  trail.  The  road  may  be  hard  at 
times  so  keep  an  open  eye,  a good  heart,  sacrifice  without  complaint,  and 
always  remember  that  humor  is  contagious.  Mitakuye  Oyasin 

To  make  Unity  Ride  96  a reality,  donations  of  money  and  goods  are  needed 
as  soon  as  possible.  Logistical  and  monetary  help  is  needed  immediately 
for  advanced  planning.  Donations  of  food,  equipment,  horse  feed, 
logistical  help,  transportation  for  the  support  crew  and  livestock,  and 
money  will  be  greatly  appreciated  and  should  be  sent  to  the  address 
listed  below. 

Beatrice  Looking  Horse 
P.0.  Box  143 
Eagle  Butte,  SD  57625 
(605)964-7229 

Any  donations  could  be  tax  deductible  if  channeled  through  Kimochi, 
Incorporated.  Kimochi,  Incorporated  of  Colorado  is  a 501(c)(3)  nonprofit 
corporation.  Kimochi  will  use  donations  for  supportive  activities  for 
the  Unity  Ride  96.  Individuals  who  are  willing  to  volunteer,  please  sent 
personal  information  to  Kimochi.  Donations  may  be  sent  to  the  address 
listed  below. 

Kimochi,  Incorporated 
P.0.  Box  316 
Boulder,  CO  80306 
(303)494-9542 

Within  a week,  further  information  will  be  able  at: 
http: //carbon . cudenver . edu/~ccamb rid/ index. html 

"RE : Returning  Walkers  Need  Help"  


Date:  5 Mar  1996 


From:  Gary  Night  Owl  (gars@netcom.com) 
Sub j : Returning  Walkers  Need  Help 


Telecomm 
O' siyo! 

I received  a phone  call  Saturday  from  Doe  Soto,  one  of  the  original 
core  group  of  walkers  who  journeyed  from  Ocean  to  Ocean  in  Grandfather 
Commanda's  Sunbow  Walk.  He  and  the  walkers  who  are  with  him  are 
heading  home,  but  have  run  out  of  funds  and  very  much  need  _any_ 
financial  help  possible. 

They  were  in  Baltimore;  and  left  there  Monday  in  route  home.  Some  are 
going  to  Quebec,  the  others  to  Niagara  Falls;  and  are  doing  fund  raising 
talks  as  they  travel. 

The  group  consists  of  Doe,  Ineke  and  Dulia  Soto,  Charlotte  Kitchen, 

Ned  Pashene,  Byron  Young,  and  Carlos  Saltzmann. 

Doe's  address  is  ...  Doe  Soto 

508  15th  Street 
Niagara  falls,  NY  14301 
phone  716-284-1060 

Again,  they  need  financial  assistance,  and  your  prayers. 

Wado!  gary  (Night  Owl) 

"RE : Book  Review:  Enduring  Harvests"  

Date:  Sat,  2 Mar  1996  20:07:49  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Rio  Lara-Bellon  <larabell@coopext . cahe .wsu . edu> 

Sub j : New  Book  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  NATFOOD-L  <natfood-l@listproc . wsu . edu> 

Thanks  for  the  book  announcement,  Raymond.  I took  the  liberty  of  posting 
your  notice  to  the  entire  list.  BTW,  have  you  tried  any  of  the  recipes?  The 
grilled  halibut  with  raspberry- juniper  sauce  sounds  delicious. 

-Rio- 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Sun,  03  Mar  96  18:18:41  PST 

From:  Raymond  Hustad  <rph006@rhyzome.com> 

I recently  picked  up  a new  book  here  in  Vancouver  for  $C21.95  (I  think  it's 

$14.95  in  the  US). 

ENDURING  HARVESTS 

Native  American  Foods  and  Festivals  for  Every  Season 
:E.  Barrie  Kavasch  (1995) 

:The  Globe  Pequot  Press,  Box  833,  Old  Saybrook,  Connecticut  06475 
: ISBN  1-56440-737-3 
: TX  715.K205  1995 
: 641 . 59 ' 297-dc20 

It  includes  a selected  bibliography  of  other  cookbooks,  culture,  field 
guides  and  a source  directory  of  Native  foods. 

An  excerpt  from  the  Introduction: 

Enduring  Harvests  celebrates  the  eclectic  pageantry  of  our  original  Native 
cuisines  with  all  of  their  modern  complements  and  enthusiasms.  Beginning 
with  the  harvest  season  in  September,  it  proceeds  month  by  month  throughout 
the  year,  exploring  Native  American  events  and  foods,  people  and  prayers, 
within  their  changing  seasonal  flow  and  visiting  various  tribes  and 
regional  landmarks  all  through  Indian  Country.  Following  the  success  of  my 
first  book.  Native  Harvests:  Recipes  and  Botanicals  of  the  American 
Indian,  which  was  published  almost  two  decades  ago.  Enduring  Harvests 


continues  to  expand  the  vital,  delicious  realms  of  Native  cuisines  through 
glimpses  of  regional,  seasonal  Native  celebrations. 

There  are  many  types  of  Native  American  festival  foods  that  lend  themselves 
well  to  being  prepared  in  massive  amounts  to  feed  huge  crowds.  There  are 
countless  other  older,  more  traditional  Native  celebration  foods  that  feed 
families  and  friends  at  home.  Still  others  spring  from  specific  tribal 
economies  and  are  not  often  available  in  robust  amounts  sufficient  to  feed 
very  large  numbers.  Enduring  Harvests  draws  respectfully  from  each  of 
these  sources  - and  more  - to  share  150  recipes  and  profile  75  major  events 
throughout  Indian  Country,  from  the  Peruvian  Andes,  across  North  America, 
to  the  Arctic  Circle,  moving  through  Native  moon  times  and  seasons  and 
often  following  the  legendary  "Powwow  Highway." 

For  March  (they  are  listed  by  month),  the  recipe  listings  are  as  follows: 
(each  section  also  includes  many  stories,  histories  and  cultural  sidebars) 

172/  Northwest  Coast  Potlatches 

Grilled  Halibut  Steaks  with  Raspberry-Duniper  Sauce 
Alaskan  Salmon  Cakes 
Shooks'  Pickled  Ice  Fish 

181/  The  Return  of  the  Buzzards 

Buzzard's  Breath  Four-Alarm  Revenge  Chili 

184/  Maple  Sugaring  Festivals 
Cranberry-Maple  Ice 
Maple-Ginger  Tea 

Raspberry  Flapjacks  with  Hot  Maple  Syrup 
Aztec  Chocolate  Nut  Fudge 
Maple  Nut  Cream  Fudge 
Sugared  Cranberries  and  Nuts 

"RE : Poem:  Native  American  Prayer"  

Date:  21  Feb  1996  16:34:10  GMT 

From:  whteagle4@aol.com 

Sub j : Native  American  Prayer 

UUCP  email 

I thought  I would  send  another  NA  prayer. 

Do  not  despise  the  breath  of  your  Fathers, 

But  draw  it  into  your  body. 

That  our  roads  may  reach  to  where  the 
Life-giving  road  of  our  Sun  Father  comes  out. 

That,  clasping  one  another  tight. 

Holding  one  another  fast. 

We  may  finish  our  roads  together; 

That  this  may  be,  I add  to  your  breath  now. 

To  this  end: 

May  my  Father  bless  you  with  life; 

May  your  road  reach  to  Dawn  Lake, 

May  your  road  be  fulfulled. 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/03/01  23:19 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

Genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  10-16 


MALAKI 


(March) 

(Nana) 

10 

Learn  of  the  world  around  you,  and  in  the  learning,  . . . find  yourself. 

11 

Honor  the  memory  of  your  ancestors,  your  kupuna. 

12 

Every  life  is  precious;  every  spirit  unique  and  irreplaceable. 

13 

A Journey  of  the  spirit  is  never  truly  finished  --  its  paths  continually 
unfold  before  us. 

14 

A life  well  spent  is  like  the  banyan  tree  --  anchored  to  the  land  by 
many  roots. 

15 

The  rain  is  a blessing  of  renewal  upon  the  earth. 

16 

Arise,  oh  Sun,  and  warm  the  land  with  your  passage! 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  7 Mar  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

Genie  email 

From:  b.zygo@mail.utexas.edu  (Brian  H.  Zygo) 

Baylor  University  Native  American  Student  Association 
Second  Annual  Benefit  Pow-Wow  - "Spirit  of  the  Earth" 

Saturday,  March  23,  1996 

Ferrell  Special  Events  Center 

Baylor  University  Campus,  Waco,  Texas 

Gourd  Dancing:  5:00pm 
Grand  Entry:  7:00pm 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Frank  Tongekeamha  (Kiowa)  Dallas,  Tx 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Lyndon  Alec  (Alabama-Coushatta)  Livingston,  Tx 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  Yolanda  Poncho  (Alabama-Coushatta)  Livgstn,  Tx 

Head  Gourd  Dancer:  Jack  Battise,  Sr  (Alabama-Coushatta)  Livgstn,  Tx 

Host  Singer:  Norman  Nanui  (Comanche)  Lawton,  Ok 

Invited  Singer:  Laverne  Littlecalf  (Cheyenne)  El  Reno,  Ok 

Arena  Director:  Carlos  Bullock  (Alabama-Coushatta)  Cleveland,  Tx 

For  More  Information,  Contact: 

Department  of  Student  Activities  (817)  755-2371 
Keith  Bullock  (817)  755-3930 

Directions : 

If  you're  coming  into  Waco  on  1-35,  take  the  University  Parks  Exit  and 
head  East.  The  Ferrell  Center  is  several  blocks  down  and  will  be  the 
big  dome  building  on  the  left. 

If  you're  coming  from  Houston  or  College  Station  on  Highway  6,  when  it 
hits  Waco  you'll  see  an  exit  for  Highway  6 & Loop  360,  don't  take  that 
take  the  next  exit,  or  what  can  be  best  described  as  a left  lane  exit. 

The  Ferrell  Center  will  be  up  on  your  right. 


From:  TODonoghue@aol.com 

Racial-Religious-EthnoNationalist  Violence  Studies  <revs@csf. Colorado. edu> 

Lee  College,  Baytown,  (30mins.  from  Houston)  Texas,  is  hosting  a 
Symposium  on  War  Crimes,  April  18,19,20  (Thurs, Fri,Sat) , 1996. 

Thursday  evening  a viewing  of  "Judgement  at  Nuremburg"  & discussion; 

Friday  two  Presentations  (one  each  on  German  and  Japanese  War  Crimes 
Trails)  followed  by  panel  discussions;  Saturday  two  presentations 
(one  on  Serbia,  Croatia,  Rwanda;  and  one  dealing  with  Ethical 
Implications  associated  with  these  War  Crimes.  Email  me  if  you 
have  any  questions,  queries.  Tim  O'Donoghue. 


Sub j : Pow-Wows  upcoming 

From:  john.farrington@psl-online.com  (John  Farrington) 

April  26-27,  1996:  Texas  Gulf  Coast  Tia  Piah  Annual  Pow-Wow, 
at  Albert  Sallas  County  Park  Arena,  New  Caney,  TX. 

Go  25  miles  north  of  Houston  on  Hwy  59  to  New  Caney  exit 
Hwy  1485,  make  a u-turn  under  59,  go  south  1 mile  on  feeder 
to  McClesky  Rd,  turn  right  and  go  1 mile  to  the  end  of  the 
road,  park  is  on  the  right.  Covered  pavilion/arena,  free 
parking  & admission. 

Dancers  from  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Louisiana,  and  other  regions. 

Friday:  dancing  begins  at  7 PM. 

Saturday:  Gourd  dancing  2-5  PM,  7 PM. 

Dinner  break:  5-7  PM. 

Traders  by  invitation  only  - call  Dale  Adams  713-475-0221  or 
Grant  Gaumer  713-448-8435. 

Camping  for  out-of-towners  (electrical  hook-ups  only,  no  fires). 

For  more  info  call  Mrs.  Linda  Venzke  at  409-948-9048. 

Bring  your  own  lawn  chairs. 


May  17-19,  1996:  Tunica-Biloxi  Pow-Wow,  Marksville,  Louisiana. 

Sponsored  by  Tunica-Biloxi  Indians  of  LA  & Grand  Casino  Avoyelles. 
Registration  May  17,  12  noon,  to  May  18,  12  noon. 

Contestant  categories:  age  18+,  11-17,  10  & under: 

Traditional,  Straight,  Grass,  Fancy,  Buckskin,  Jingle. 

Prizes  $75-$600. 

Friday  May  17:  Grand  Entry  at  7 PM. 

Saturday  May  18:  Grand  Entry  at  1 & 6 PM. 

Sunday  May  19:  Grand  Entry  at  12  noon. 

For  info  800-272-9767,  ask  for  Pat  or  Barbara; 

800-946-1946,  ask  for  Sharon,  ext  2042,  or  John,  ext  2030, 
or  ask  operator  for  general  pow-wow  information. 

R/V  & hotel  info:  800-946-1946,  ext  1985. 


From:  Joe.Student@asu.edu  (Information  Technology) 

Sub j : 1996  ASU  Spring  POWWOW!  AHO! 

Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 

The  ASU  Powwow  Committee, 

ASU  Office  of  the  President  & Vice-President  for  Student  Affairs, 
ASU  Cultural  Diversity  Committee,  & Sun  Valley  Nation  Singers 
present 

The  Tenth  Annual 

ARIZONA  STATE  UNIVERSITY 

Spring  Competition 

POWWOW 

April  19-21  1996 

Tempe,  Arizona 

ASU  Band  Practice  Field/6th  St.  & Rural  Rd. 


Friday,  April  19 
5:00  pm  - Gourd  Dance 


7:00  pm  - Grand  Entry! 

Saturday,  April  20 
11:00  am  - Gourd  Dance 
1:00  pm  - Grand  Entry 
5:00  pm  - Gourd  Dance 
7:00  pm  - Grand  Entry 
Sunday,  April  21 
10:00  am  - Gourd  Dance 
1:00  pm  - Grand  Entry 
6:00  pm  - Closing  Song 

Host  Northern  Drums:  Little  Island  Cree  (Little  Island  Lake, 
Saskatchewan,  Canada);  & The  Boyz  (U.S.) 

Host  Southern  Drum:  Cozad  Singers  (Anadarko,  Oklahoma) 

Arena  Director:  Randy  Medicine  Bear  (Sioux,  Rosebud,  South  Dakota) 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Sammy  Tonekei  White  (Kiowa,  Scottsdale,  Arizona) 

CONTEST  CATEGORIES: 

Mens'  (18-49  yrs.):  Northern  Traditional 

Southern  Straight 
Northern  Fancy 
Southern  Fancy 
Grass  Dance 

Womens'  (18-49  yrs.):  Northern  Traditional-Buckskin 

Southern  Traditional-Buckskin 
North.  & South.  Traditional-Cloth 
Fancy  Shawl 
Dingle  Dress 

Teen  Boys'  (13-17  yrs.):  Northern  Traditional 

Southern  Straight 
Fancy  Dance 
Grass  Dance 

Dunior  Boys'  (7-12  yrs.):  North.  & South.  Traditional 
Fancy  Dance 
Grass  Dance 

Teen  Girls'  (13-17  yrs.):  Northern  Traditional 
Southern  Traditional 
Fancy  Shawl 
Dingle  Dress 

Dunior  Girls'  (7-12  yrs.):  North.  & South.  Traditional 
Fancy  Shawl 
Dingle  Dress 

Tiny  Tots'  (6  yrs.  & under) 

Golden  Age  (50  yrs.  & older) 

Drum  Contest:  All  drums  invited.  Bring  own  PA  system  and  chairs. 

ARTS  & CRAFTS  SPACES  AVAILABLE: 

- Native/Indigenous  American  Artists  Only  (Proof  of  Enrollment  Req'd.) 

- Fee  for  12'  X 12'  booth  space: 

$ 125.00  - Before  March  22,  1996 
$ 150.00  - After  March  22,  1996 
ADMISSION: 

- Adults:  $ 4.00  - Students:  $ 2.00  - 3-Day  Pass:  $ 8.00 

HOST  HOTELS: 

Rio  Salado  Suites:  602/423-7300 
Travelodge  Motel:  602/968-7871 
FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Mr.  Lee  Williams:  602/965-5224 
or 

ASU  Powwow  Committee 
P.0.  Box  248 

Tempe,  Arizona  85280-0248 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

lanet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Lisa  Faruolo,  White  Eagle,  Martin  F.  Dunn, 
Patricia  E.  Varley,  lohn  Berry,  Debra  1.  Winchell,  Charles  Cambridge, 

Tony  Cohen,  Ron  Burling,  Andrea(Planet  Peace),  lohn  S.  Brack,  Dan  Umstead, 
lames  Derringer,  Valice  Raffi,  Linda  M.  Welch,  Sharon  Steinberg,  Daniel  Hart, 
Mary  lane  Cedar-Face 


Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE- L or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 


Date:  Thu,  7 Mar  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  lanet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 
Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

Genie  email 


Original  Sender:  sahtu@aol.com 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


25th  Annual  Stanford  Powwow 
May  10,  11,  and  12,  1996 
Eucalyptus  Grove 

(The  Powwow  has  been  moved  to  the  WEST  side  of  Stanford  stadium.) 


HEAD  STAFF 
NORTHERN  DRUM 
Mandaree  Singers 
New  Town  ND 
Mandan,  Hidatsa 
Arikara 


SOUTHERN  DRUM 
Cozad  Singers 
Anadarko  OK 
Kiowa 


CANADIAN  DRUM 
Whitefish  luniors 
Debden  SK 

Big  River  Cree  Nation 


MASTERS  OF  CEREMONIES 


Wallace  Coffey 
Lawton  OK 
Comanche 
HEAD  1UDGE 
Lance  Kelley 
Norman  OK 
Creek,  Shoshone 
DANCE  CATEGORIES 


Dale  Old  Horn 
Crow  Agency  MT 
Crow 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER 
Damon  Polk 
Winterhaven  CA 
Quechan,  Apache 


ARENA  DIRECTOR 
Kenny  Merrick,  Sr. 
New  Town  ND 
Sioux 

HEAD  WOMAN  DANCER 
Sheila  McCabe 
Parker  AZ 
Navajo,  Sioux 


Men  & Teen  Boys:  N.  Traditional,  Straight,  Grass,  Fancy 
Women  & Teen  Girls:  N.  Trad.,  S.  Trad.,  lingle.  Fancy 
GRAND  ENTRY 


Grand  Entry  Point  System 
Fri.  7pm;  Sat.  1pm  & 7pm;  Sun.  1pm 
Gourd  Dancing  1 hour  before  Grand  Entry 
CONTEST  PRIZE  MONEY 


Men  & Women  Categories 

lst-$500  & lacket 

2nd-$400 

3rd-$300 

4th-$200 

5th-$100 

STANFORD  POWWOW  5K  FUN  RUN 
Registration:  Sat.  7am 
Race:  Sat.  8am 


Drum  Contest 

All  Drums  Welcome 

lst-$1000 

2nd-  $750 

3rd-  $500 

4th-  $250 


A CELEBRATION  OF  INDIAN  SOBRIETY 
Absolutely  No  Alcohol,  Drugs,  or  Weapons 
BOOTHS:  Booth  applications  were  due  3an.  31,  1996.  To  be  added  to  the  booth 


mailing  list  for  the  1997  Stanford  Powwow  send  your  name  and  address  to  the 
Stanford  Powwow  Committee  at  SAIO's  address. 

THE  STANFORD  POWWOW  IS  SPONSORED  BY: 

Stanford  American  Indian  Organization 
P.O.  Box  2990 
Stanford  CA  94309-2990 
(415)  725-6947 

http: //www-leland/group/ saio/ 


Date:  Tue,  5 Mar  1996  11:26:10  -0500 

Subject:  AIS  / Detroit  Benefit  Exhibition  Dance 

Original  Sender:  ishgooda@tdi.net  (Ishgooda) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

American  Indian  Services  of  Detroit  will  be  sponsoring  an  exhibition  dance 
to  benefit  their  First  American  Youth  Program 

WHAT:  CREATOR'S  CHOICE  : Arts  and  Crafts  Exhibition 

WHEN:  Saturday,  May  11,  1996 

11:00AM  - 6 : 00PM=7F 
WHERE:  Arthur  Lesow  Community  Center 
120  Eastchester 
Monroe,  Michigan 
ADMISSION:  18  and  under  free 
55  and  older  free 
All  others  $1.00 
APPLICATION  FOR  VENDOR  SPACE 

1)  Please  send  information  on  previous  pow  wows  at  which  you  have  vendored 

2)  Tribal  affiliation  (if  any) 

3)  What  items  do  you  plan  to  vendor  (general) 

Vendors  Contact  Linda  at  (313)  243-5695  (or  e-mail  ishgooda@tdi.net) 
or 

Ken  at  (313)  388-4100 
(authentic  crafts  only  no  imports  or  ripoffs) 

space  is  limited 

DIRECTIONS:  EXIT  1-75  at  # 13  (Front  St.)  west  on  Front  to  First  St. 

Right  on  First  St.  2 blocks  (past  railroad  tracks) 

Left  on  Eastchester  - tan  brick  building  on  the  right 

- — "RE:  Nez  Perce  Heritage  May  Be  Lost"  — 

Date:  Fri,  1 Mar  1996  12:58:04  -0800 
From:  amt@teleport.com 

Sub j : Nez  Perce  Heritage  May  Be  Lost  to  Ohio 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[This  following  message  is  posted  on  behalf  of  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe  and  the 
SpaldingAllen  Collection  Fund.  -Andrea] 

NEZ  PERCE  HERITAGE  MAY  BE  LOST  TO  OHIO 

How  would  you  feel  if  the  Smithsonian  collection  of  American 
historical  artifacts  were  kept  in  Peking,  China?  Or  worse,  what  if  it  was 
being  offered  to  the  highest  bidder?  The  Nez  Perce  Tribe  in  Idaho  is 
wrestling  with  just  such  dilemmas.  Here  is  a story  of  historic 
proportions,  filled  with  irony,  sadness,  opportunity  and  hope. 

A truly  unique  collection  of  extraordinary  Nez  Perce  cultural 
materials  has  safely  found  its  way  through  over  150  years  of  history.  It 
has  traveled  across  mountains,  two  oceans  and  even  the  Erie  Canal.  But  it 
seems  to  keep  going  the  wrong  way.  After  being  reunited  140  years  later 
with  the  descendants  of  their  original  crafters,  the  collection  may  be 
recalled  permanently  to,  of  all  places,  Ohio.  Only  a massive  effort  at 
fundraising  between  now  and  Dune  1st  will  keep  this  cultural  heritage  at 


home  where  it  belongs. 

The  history  behind  this  plight  is  rich  with  linkages  to  the  Oregon 
Trail,  Lewis  and  Clark  and  the  opening  of  the  west. 

In  1836,  missionaries  Marcus  Whitman,  Henry  Spalding  and  their  wives 
became  the  first  pioneers  to  cross  the  "Oregon  Trail"  with  a wagon.  The 
Spaldings  went  on  to  establish  a mission  along  Idaho's  "Clear  Water"  River 
among  the  Nez  Perce.  It  was  the  Nez  Perce  who  saved  the  Lewis  & Clark 
expedition  from  starvation  in  1805.  Over  the  next  several  years.  Reverend 
Spalding  bartered  many  Nez  Perce  articles  of  clothing,  tools  and  other 
items.  These  items  were  sent  via  an  extraordinary  route  to  a friend  in 
Ohio,  Dudley  Allen. 

Mr.  Allen  was  a collector  of  Native  American  "curiosities"  as  well  as 
an  important  provider  of  supplies  to  the  mission.  Spalding's 
correspondence  with  Allen,  including  references  to  acquired  artifacts, 
offers  colorful  insight  into  the  hardships  and  clash  of  cultures  he 
experienced  at  the  mission. 

Over  the  years,  Mr.  Allen's  Nez  Perce  curiosities  languished  in 
obscurity,  practically  unknown  and  forgotten  to  the  world.  After  his 
death,  his  family  donated  them  to  Oberlin  College.  In  1969,  the  National 
Park  Service  learned  of  the  Collection  and  asked  that  it  be  sent  back  to 
Idaho  for  display  at  the  Nez  Perce  National  Historical  Park. 

But  the  items  apparently  had  been  misplaced.  "If  and/or  when  I do 
find  them,  you  are  welcome  to  the  collection,"  wrote  Mark  Papworth,  a 
sociology  professor  in  charge  of  Oberlin' s historical  collection.  It 
wasn't  found  and  the  request  and  offer  were  largely  forgotten. 

In  1978,  the  Collection  was  rediscovered  at  the  Ohio  Historical 
Society  in  Columbus.  The  Society  had  actually  obtained  it  through  a 
permanent  loan  agreement  back  in  1942.  Over  those  thirty  six  years,  the 
twenty  piece  Collection  had  never  once  been  put  on  display. 

In  1979,  some  140  years  after  they  were  removed,  most  of  the 
Collection  returned  to  Nez  Perce  Country  through  a renewable  one  year  loan 
agreement  between  OHS  and  the  National  Park  Service.  Their  homecoming  was 
a time  of  great  celebration  for  the  Tribe. 

The  19  pieces  sent  to  Idaho  included  decorated  clothing,  a woman's 
saddle,  other  horse  tack  and  moccasins.  The  twentieth  piece,  a cradle 
board,  remains  in  Ohio.  The  Nez  Perce  National  Historical  Park's  visitor 
center  display  area  was  essentially  built  to  house  the  rediscovered 
materials.  Park  Service  specialists  called  the  collection  among  the 
oldest  historical  Plateau  Indian  objects  remaining  in  the  United  States. 

The  annual  loan  was  extended  until  1992.  At  that  time,  OHS  asked 
that  the  Collection  be  sent  back  to  Ohio  for  "inspection  and  any  needed 
restoration, " an  activity  which  the  National  Park  Service  was  entirely 
capable  of  conducting.  For  the  next  two  years,  the  Tribe  tried  to 
negotiate  a variety  f terms  under  which  the  Collection  could  remain  in 
Idaho  permanently.  While  willing  to  provide  short  term  extensions  of  the 
load,  OHS  was  unreceptive  to  anything  short  of  an  outright  "market  rate" 
purchase . 

At  the  same  time,  an  OHS  representative  specifically  stated  that  the 
Collection  could  be  sold  to  another  buyer,  even  a private  collector.  "If 
someone  made  us  an  offer,  the  board  would  consider  it,"  Maggie  Sanese,  the 
organization's  communications  director,  told  a Seattle  Newspaper.  This 
position  caused  great  concern  for  Tribal  leaders.  Clearly,  if  the 
Collection  left  Idaho  again,  there  was  every  possibility  that  it  would 
never  return. 

Finally,  in  early  1995,  the  Ohioans  insisted  that  the  heritage  items 
be  returned  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Nez  Perce  efforts  to  negotiate  a deal 
continued,  though  with  no  positive  result.  In  late  November,  a Tribal 
farewell  ceremony  was  held  at  the  Park's  visitor  center.  After  the 
emotional  event,  the  Collection  was  removed  from  display  for  last  minute 
research  and  packing. 

Meanwhile,  Nez  Perce  leaders,  with  support  from  Idaho  Governor  Phil 
Batt,  continued  negotiations.  In  early  December,  with  practically  no  time 
left,  a deal  was  struck.  OHS  would  sell  the  Nez  Perce  Cultural  materials 
to  the  Tribe  for  their  independently  appraised  value  of  $608,100.00, 
provided  that  payment  was  received  by  Dune  1,  1996. 


The  agreement  led  to  two  immediate  responses  back  in  Idaho.  First 
was  the  tremendous  relief  among  the  Tribe  and  its  supporters  that  a means 
had  been  found  to  keep  the  Collection.  Second  was  concern  about  the  need 
for  an  extraordinary  fundraising  effort. 

Concern  is  a very  reasonable  response.  However,  there  is  clearly 
hope  of  collecting  the  money.  As  this  drama  unfolded  in  the  press,  people 
from  all  over  the  country  (and  as  far  away  as  Germany)  wrote  to  express 
their  support  for  the  Tribe's  effort.  After  the  deal  with  OHS  was 
announced,  donations  came  pouring  into  tribal  headquarters  in  Lapwai, 
Idaho.  Even  before  a formal  request  for  help  was  announced,  the  Tribe 
received  over  $25,000.00  from  literally  hundreds  of  people  outside  Idaho. 

A broad  based  fundraising  program  is  now  underway.  Concerts, 
auctions  of  donated  art  work,  poster  sales  and  many  other  activities  have 
been  organized.  Grassroots  efforts  of  other  communities  are  creating  a 
variety  of  fundraising  events.  A group  of  Boise  fourth  graders  (200 
miles  to  the  south)  have  even  joined  in.  They  have  written  every  other 
fourth  grader  in  the  state  requesting  help  in  raising  the  money. 

So  far,  no  major  donors  have  stepped  forward  to  assist  the  tribe. 

Fund  raising  coordinator  Tom  Hudson  is  optimistic  however.  "Wherever 
people  have  heard  of  our  challenge,  they  have  given  graciously,"  he 
notes.  "Our  story  touches  people  and  the  press  has  been  eager  to  report 
it.  People  in  a position  to  help  us  will  know  this  is  a unique 
opportunity,  a rare  privilege,  to  give  to  a cause  that  will  benefit  many 
generations . 

Kevin  Peters,  a Nez  Perce  artist  and  staff  member  at  the  Nez  Perce 
National  Historical  Park,  added,  "This  isn't  a story  about  museum 
artifacts.  It  is  about  preserving  our  heritage,  art  and  craftsmanship. 
Anyone  who  has  seen  the  Collection  knows  how  priceless  it  is,  both  to  our 
Tribal  members  and  to  all  people  of  this  country.  I also  believe  that  the 
cross  cultural  partnerships  being  forged  on  behalf  of  the  Collection  are 
an  unexpected  legacy  of  which  our  ancestors  would  be  proud." 

If  the  Nez  Perce  are  unable  to  raise  the  funds  by  lune,  the 
Collection  will  leave  its  home  for  a second  time  to  Ohio.  The  pieces  will 
once  again  become  a group  of  "curiosities."  Tribal  elder  Rick  Ellenwood 
expressed,  "There  would  be  a trail  of  tears  to  Ohio."  He  and  a growing 
partnership  of  Americans  are  determined  to  see  that  the  Collection  has 
come  home  to  stay. 

People,  organizations  and  businesses  who  would  like  to  support  the 
Nez  Perce  Tribe's  fundraising  effort  may  make  tax  deductible 
contributions  to  "The  SpaldingAllen  Collection  Fund"  c/o  Key  Bank,  P.0. 

Box  1208,  Lewiston,  Idaho  83501.  For  further  information,  please  contact 
Tom  Hudson,  Collection  representative,  at  (208)  8832890. 

\Planet  Peace  http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/ 

Nothing  Real  Can  be  Threatened.  Nothing  Unreal  Exists. 

w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w 

"RE : Victim  Impact  Statement"  

Date:  Sat,  2 Mar  1996  16:52:32  GMT 

From:  br975@freenet . carleton . ca  (John  S.  Brack) 

Sub j : Victim  Impact  Statement  for  Teddy  Bellingham 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

VICTIM  IMPACT  STATEMENT 

One  who  wonders  how  we,  in  the  Native  community,  are  affected  by  the 
death  of  our  young  brother,  Teddy  Bellingham,  wonders  as  well  at  the 
providence  that  unites  a family.  We  are  in  pain,  we  feel  the  hurt  felt  by 
Caroline  and  Greg  Bellingham.  The  sense  of  loss,  a relative  has  been 
taken  from  us.  We  feel  a sense  of  guilt,  if  only  we  had  been  there  to 
protect  him.  We  were  too  late  to  save  Teddy.  So  we  come  here  today  to 
save  others  like  him,  to  give  assurance  of  affection  to  our  youth,  as 


brothers  and  sisters. 

Teddy  Bellingham  was  the  true  victim  in  this  senseless  tragedy.  He  had 
the  bad  luck  to  cross  paths  with  a big  man  with  a killing  rage  and  died 
because  of  it.  God  did  not  build  the  human  body  to  absorb  4-5  hours  of 
almost  continuous  blows.  Teddy's  body  gave  in  to  death  as  would  the  body 
of  your  loved  one  if  put  through  a similar  ordeal.  Steve  Allen  beat  Teddy 
Bellingham  to  death  and  then  placed  him  in  a shallow  grave.  Teddy's 
artistic  talent,  his  good  nature,  his  chance  to  be  a husband,  a father  and 
a grandfather,  were  buried  with  him. 

Crowfoot,  a chief  who  lived  over  150  years  ago,  said  about  life,  "Life 
is  the  breath  of  a buffalo  in  the  winter  time,  it  is  the  flash  of  a 
firefly  in  the  night,  it  is  that  shadow  which  races  across  the  grass  and 
loses  itself  in  the  sunlight".  Like  that  flash  of  a firefly,  Teddy  was 
only  here  for  an  instant  before  Steve  Allen  decided  to  take  on  the  role  of 
judge,  jury,  and  executioner.  Now  he  is  gone.  The  light  that  was  Teddy 
Bellingham  has  not  been  quenched,  it  flickers  yet,  shielded  from  the  wind 
by  the  Ottawa  Native  Concerns  Committee  and  Teddy's  extended  family.  The 
light  will  glow  'till  there  is  just  closure  for  Teddy's  family. 

We  can  say  without  shame  that  we  shed  tears  upon  hearing  testimony  of 
how  our  brother  died.  We  never  broke  the  path  of  peace  we  have  chosen, 
nor  do  we  intend  to.  But  tell  us,  you  who  maintain  justice  in  Ontario, 
what  will  we  tell  our  children  if  a severe  and  just  sentence  is  not  passed 
here  today?  Tell  us,  for  we  will  be  at  a loss  for  words.  The  youth, 
native  and  non-native  must  be  made  to  feel  protected  in  this  great 
province,  from  men  like  Steve  Allen. 

The  story  of  Teddy  Bellingham,  the  Chippewa  boy  from  Ontario  will  be 
told  and  retold  many  times  in  the  years  to  come.  Our  prayer  is  that  when 
we  tell  his  story,  we  can  say  in  the  end,  there  was  justice. 

The  Ottawa  Native  Concerns  Committee 
Teddy's  Extended  Family 

- Albert  Dumont 
February  1996 

John  S.  Brack<br975@freenet . carleton . ca>  (613)526-2482 

"RE : Prayers  for  Wilma  Mankiller"  

Date:  Fri,  1 Mar  1996  11:26:16  EST 

From:  dartmouth.edu !linda.m.welch@ra  (Linda  M.  Welch) 

Sub j : Prayers  for  Wilma  Mankiller 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Hello  Friends  at  natchat:  Perhaps  many  of  you  have  learned  by  now  that 
Wilma  Mankiller  (former  Chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation)  has  been  admitted  to 
a hospital  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  she  is  undergoing  treatment  for 
lymphoma.  Her  disease  was  discovered  only  recently.  Lymphoma  is  a type 
of  cancer  that  develops  in  the  lymphatic  system,  which  is  part  of  the 
immune  system.  As  lymphoma  progresses,  the  body  is  less  able  to  fight 
infection.  Wilma  has  been  with  us  at  Dartmouth  as  a Montgomery  Fellow  for 
the  Winter  Term. 

Wilma  had  been  fighting  a severe  case  of  pneumonia  since  she  arrived  in 
New  Hampshire,  but  this  did  not  seem  to  slow  her  down.  She  tried  to  give 
us  all  --  so  much  of  herself  --  with  her  lecturing  and  joining  in  on 
academic  functions  on  campus. 

Many  of  us  have  gotten  to  know  Wilma  Mankiller  very  well  over  the  course 
of  the  last  couple  of  months.  We  have  discovered  that  it  is  no  wonder  why 
she  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  and  loved  women  in  America  today. 

We,  at  Dartmouth,  are  very  sad  with  the  news,  but  we  also  know  how 
upbeat  and  hopeful  Wilma,  herself  is  at  the  present  time.  The  lymphoma  is 
localized  and  she  will  be  undergoing  a very  heavy  course  of  treatment  to 
fight  it  and  stop  it's  progression.  She  told  the  AP  on  Feb.  29th  that 
she  was  "in  a good  frame  of  mind,  I feel  strong  spiritually,  and  I am 
going  to  be  optimistic." 


We  send  out  this  message  in  hopes  that  all  of  us  can  offer  our  prayers 
and  good  wishes  for  her  recovery.  Wilma  believes  strongly  in  the  power  of 
prayer.  Send  your  good  thoughts  her  way...  And  as  Wilma  would  say,  "Be 
of  Good  Mind." 

Thanks  so  much. 

Linda  M.  Welch,  Academic  Assistant,  Dartmouth  College  Native  American  Studies 
Program. 


"RE : Walmart  Construction  at  Leeds  Flats"  

Date:  Mon,  4 Mar  1996  18:10:09  +0000 
From:  valice@sna.com  (Valice  Raffi) 

Sub j : Walmart  Construction  at  Leeds  Flats 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Regarding  the  proposed  Wal-Mart  at  Leeds  Flat:  there  was  a very 
informative  article  in  the  Providence  Journal-Bulletin,  written  by  Froma 
Harrop  (I  don't  know  when  the  original  article  was  published.  It  ran  in 
the  Sacramento  Bee,  Sunday  March  3,  1996) . 

Quoted  from  the  article: 

"...few  people  are  aware  that  Wal-Mart  employs  an  elite  unit  assigned  to 
locate  sites  of  great  importance.  ...They  look  for  special  situations  - 
land  that  has  historical  or  cultural  significance."... 

..."Wal-Mart  has  demonstrated  a special  flair  for  finding  sites  sacred  to 
American  Indians.  One,  in  Paso  Robles,  Calif.,  contained  the  remains  of  an 
ancient  Chumash  village  and  burial  grounds.  In  an  act  of  great 
beneficence,  the  discount  chain  preserved  a 1 1/2-acre  knoll.  The  sacred 
spot  above  the  Salinas  River  is  easy  to  find  because  it  is  encircled  by  a 
mall  parking  lot." 

I urge  you  to  write  (letters@walmart.com)  this  company  that  professes  to 
have  "American  Values"  at  heart.  Note:  Wal-Mart  does  not  only  choose  sites 
of  NA  significance,  they  are  looking  for  ANY  historical  significance,  and 
are  ready  to  destroy  it. 

Valice  Raffi 

Note:  according  to  the  article,  most  of  the  time  Wal-Mart  "wins"  against 
the  community.  Two  places  where  they  have  lost  the  battle  have  been  Bath, 

ME  and  Greenfield,  Mass.  Might  be  a good  idea  to  contact  those  communities 
& find  out  how  they  did  it. 

"RE;  Effect  of  Laws  on  American  Indians"  

Date:  Tue,  27  Feb  1996  17:07:05  EST 

From:  jcdem@sage.cc.purdue.edu  (James  Derringer) 

Sub j : Effect  of  Laws  on  American  Indians 

Mailing  List:  NATCFIAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Boz'o  My  Friends  on  NatChat, 

Les  Tate  wrote  some  interesting  things  that  made  me  think  of  how  it 
applies  to  other  things  concerning  Natives  as  well...  so  here  we  go 
again.  I think  this  may  be  an  old  topic  but  just  because  its  been 
around  awhile  doesn't  mean  it  can't  get  you  going  again. 

> Briefly,  you  must  submit  a completed  application  form  to  the  Department 

> of  Interior  which  provides  basic  information  (name,  address,  etc),  as 

> well  as  certification  from  the  BIA  that  you  are  "Indian"  (this  usually 

> requires  only  your  BIA  card  info)  and  a certification  (usually  by  a 

> signature  on  a form  the  government  provides)  from  a duly  authorized 

> official  of  the  Native  American  religious  group  that  you  are  authorized 

> to  participate  in  bona  fide  tribal  religious  ceremonies  (defined  as 


> ceremonial  and/or  cultural  activities). 

So,  who  is  and  who  is  not  Native  American?  If  your  ancestors  cowered 
down  and  gave  in  to  the  U.S.  Government  then  you  are  Indian.  Your  family 
name  is  on  someones  rolls  somewhere.  Big  deal.  If  you  do  not  know  in  your 
heart  that  you  are  Indian  then  you  don't  deserve  be  called  Indian  to 
begin  with. 

Our  Elders  teach  us  that  this  black/white/red/yellow  man  crap  is 
just  that.  We  are  all  one.  As  an  Elder  told  us  once. .. "bring  me  a black 
man,  a white  man,  a red  man  and  an  asian.  You  all  turn  your  backs  I will 
cut  one  of  these  men,  then  you  come  up  and  look  at  the  blood  on  this 
table  and  you  tell  me  which  mans  blood  do  you  see?" 

Every  once  in  awhile  you  will  see  a Pow-wow  where  only  "Natives"  are 
allowed  to  take  part.  Who  gets  to  define  if  you  are  Native  or  not?  The 
government  who  sanctions  tribal  rolls?  The  same  government  who  tried  to 
kill  off  all  of  our  ancestors?  The  same  government  whose  advantage  it  is 
to  keep  the  rolls  as  small  as  possible  so  as  not  to  have  to  pay  out  any 
more  money  than  they  have  to  in  the  agreements  they  made  when  they  stole 
all  the  land?  And  how  about  the  drum?  If  you  are  refused  permission  to 
dance  to  the  drum  are  you  being  denied  your  religion?  You  bet  you  are. 

My  Great  Grandfather  was  asked  to  sign  up  on  the  rolls.  He  refused. 

He  knew  that  the  government  would  try  and  find  ways  of  having  us  do  to 
ourselves  what  the  white  mans  army  couldn't.  His  reply  was  always  the  same: 

"I  refuse  to  be  branded  like  the  white  man's  cattle" 

The  Whiteman's  laws  can  only  work  against  you  if  you  allow  them  to, 
if  you  follow  them.  If  enough  "Indians"  follow  all  the  Whiteman's  laws 
then  there  will  be  no  more  Indians. . .only  red  white  men. 

I know  of  several  people  who  are  trying  to  get  onto  "the  rolls"  Why 
their  people  will  not  have  them  I am  really  not  sure,  but  I know  where  I 
stand.  I will  not  be  branded.  And  I will  continue  to  see  who  is  red  in 
their  heart  and  who  is  red  according  to  government  rules  & regulations. 

Somedays  it  is  harder  to  mend  the  sacred  hoop  than  others. 

Keep  The  Faith, 

Dim  Derringer 

Added  note  to  the  article  where  I was  speaking  about  not  being  allowed  to 
honor  the  drum  if  you  do  not  have  an  I.D  card.... I recently  learned  that 
there  are  several  Natives  in  the  area  where  this  one  Pow-wow  is  to  be  held 
that  are  refusing  to  go  because  of  that  very  thing.  What  makes  that  any 
different  is  that  all  of  them  have  the  so  called  "card".  Something  else  I 
found  interesting  about  that  Pow-wow  is  that  there  are  Elders  and  spiritual 
leaders  that  are  going  to  be  there  who  have  talked  about  the  prophesies,  and 
the  7 fires,  and  healing  the  sacred  circle/hoop,  yet  they  still  plan  to  be 
there  and  take  part.  I keep  telling  myself  that  perhaps  they  do  not  know  of 

such  rules  and  if  they  did  they  would  respectfully  decline.  peace. 

Keep  The  Faith 
Dim 

"RE : Oneida  Nation  Officers  Recognized"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Feb  1996  13:54:03  +0000 
From:  umstead@oneida-nation.org  (Dan  Umstead) 

Sub j : Oneida  Nation  officers  recognized  for  life-saving  efforts 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

February  26,  1996  For  Immediate  Release 

Oneida  Nation  Officers  Recognized  for  Life-Saving  Efforts 

Please  visit  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation  Police  Home  page  at  - 

http : / /one - web. or g/oneida/po lie e/o in -police. html 

ONEIDA  INDIAN  NATION  TERRITORY,  via  Oneida,  NY  --  During 
the  past  year,  four  members  of  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation  Police  and 
Enterprise  Security  departments  saved  two  lives  on  Oneida  Nation 


lands.  Recently,  these  individuals  were  recognized  for  their  heroic 
efforts  with  the  first-ever  "Commissioner's  Commendation  Award" 
during  the  first  annual  Oneida  Nation  Public  Safety  Awards 
Ceremony  last  week  at  Turning  Stone  Casino.  Nearly  200  people 
attended  the  event. 

Nation  Police  Officers  Thomas  Collins  and  Bill  Pendock,  both  of 
Syracuse,  along  with  Enterprise  Security  Officers  Dale  Minckler,  of 
Vernon,  and  Anthony  Morrock,  of  Utica,  were  honored  for  their 
outstanding  performance  of  duty. 

The  award  was  presented  by  Public  Safety  Commissioner  Arthur 
Pierce,  on  behalf  of  the  Oneida  Nation.  Pierce  said  the  award  is 
presented  to  Nation  law  enforcement  and  security  officers  in 
recognition  of  extraordinary  performance  of  duty  or  exceptional 
contribution  to  the  Oneida  Nation.  "The  award  recognizes  those 
individuals  who  have  clearly  distinguished  themselves  as  Nation 
Police  or  Enterprise  Security  officers,"  Pierce  said. 

Last  November,  while  working  at  Turning  Stone  Casino,  Nation 
Police  Officer  Thomas  Collins  responded  to  the  scene  of  an 
unconscious  patron.  After  determining  that  the  patron's  heart  and 
breathing  were  both  stopped.  Officer  Collins  immediately  performed 
cardiopulmonary  resuscitation.  Moments  later  he  was  joined  by 
Enterprise  Security  officers  Anthony  Morrock  and  Dale  Minckler. 

After  several  feverish  attempts,  they  restored  the  patron's  pulse  and 
kept  her  alive  until  a rescue  squad  arrived.  Hospital  authorities  later 
confirmed  that  the  woman  suffered  a massive  heart  attack  and  only 
survived  because  of  the  officers'  lifesaving  efforts. 

During  a routine  patrol  in  December,  Nation  Police  Officer  Bill 
Pendock  was  informed  by  police  dispatch  that  a man,  who  was  highly 
intoxicated  and  armed  with  a loaded  shotgun,  was  heading  to  a 
location  around  the  Oneida  area  supposedly  to  commit  suicide.  A 
short  time  later  Officer  Pendock  monitored  a radio  transmission  that 
indicated  a New  York  State  Trooper  was  pursuing  the  subject's 
vehicle.  Officer  Pendock  joined  the  pursuit  which  ended  on  the 
Nation  Land.  Risking  their  own  lives.  Officer  Pendock  and  the 
trooper  persuaded  the  man  to  drop  his  weapon  and  surrender.  "These 
situations  demonstrate  that  even  though  the  establishment  of  a 
sovereign  police  force  was  not  an  easy  decision  for  the  Nation  to 
make,  it  was  the  right  one,"  Nation  Representative  Ray  Halbritter 
said.  "As  Oneida  Members,  we  now  have  a level  of  security  that  in 
the  past  were  never  able  to  enjoy,"  the  Nation  Representative 
explained.  "We  are  doing  the  right  thing  by  preserving  the  safety  of 
our  Members,  resources,  visitors  to  our  lands,  and  the  future  of  the 
seventh  generation  to  come,"  Halbritter  added. 

The  Oneida  Indian  Nation  Police  may  be  reached  at 

o in -police@oneida- nation . org 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Daniel  Umstead  The  Oneida  Indian  Nation 

Internet  Coordinator  "A  Sovereign  Nation 

Oneida  Indian  Nation  in 

http://one-web.org/oneida/  Cyber-space! " 

315-361-6300  http://one-web.org/oneida/ 

"RE : Responsibility  and  Honor"  

Date:  Fri,  23  Feb  1996  11:10:00  PST 
From:  ssteinberg@rc . com  (Steinberg,  Sharon) 

Sub j : Responsibility  and  Honor 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I have  been  thinking  a lot  this  week  about  Feather  Eaglerock's  very 
wise  words  about  responsibility,  honor,  ancestors,  and  non-native  people 
wanting  to  be  taught.  As  a teacher,  I think  there's  a big  difference 
between  wanting  to  be  taught  and  wanting  to  learn  --  wanting  to  be  taught 
sounds  like  a passive  activity,  as  if  wanting  and  demanding  that  someone 


else  do  all  the  work.  But  wanting  to  learn  means  listening  quietly,  asking 
few  but  carefully  worded  questions,  and  not  being  quick  to  anger  or  to 
pass  judgment,  or  to  demand  anything,  just  to  listen  and  be  sensitive  to 
the  teacher,  not  as  a repository  of  knowledge  like  a book,  but  as  a human 
being  with  feelings  and  with  history. 

In  these  past  days,  my  thoughts  of  responsibility  run  to  my  own 
ancestors'  teachings.  They  taught  that  if  just  one  person  is  suffering, 
it  is  as  if  the  whole  of  humanity  is  suffering,  and  it's  everyone's 
responsibility  and  privilege  to  reach  out,  right  wrongs,  put  your  name  on 
the  line,  and  open  up  your  mouth  if  you  see  injustice.  If  non-natives  are 
sometimes  in  a better  position  to  right  those  wrongs  than  native  people 
who  have  been  victims  of  an  oppressive  political  system  in  power,  then  it 
is  the  responsibility  of  those  non-native  people  to  get  in  the  trenches 
and  work  toward  peace  and  justice. 

Skin  color  is  just  an  outward  thing  --  it's  what's  in  the  heart  that 
knows  when  to  take  responsibility,  that  knows  what's  right  and  what's 
wrong,  and  who  doesn't  stop  to  say,  "It  wasn't  me."  That's  just  a waste 
of  time. 

I submit  that  we  are  privileged  to  have  this  open  channel  to  one 
another,  and  I for  one  move  that  we  grieve  together  and  lead  the  way  in 
our  small,  cyberspace  way,  towards  recovery  from  this  holocaust. 

My  respect  and  blessings  to  you  all  -- 

Mitakuye  Oyasin  and  Shalom,  Sharon 

PS:  Feather  Eaglerock,  I'm  glad  you're  grandma-ing  us!  Yours  is  the  kind 
of  clear-sighted  wisdom  that  this  human  race  needs.  :) 

"RE:  Native  Voices  Films"  

Date:  Wed,  28  Feb  1996  12:52:24  -0700 

From:  hart@sesame.kusm.montana.edu  (Daniel  Flart) 

Sub j : Ideas  for  course? 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I thought  that  you  might  be  interested  in  the  following  Native  produced 
films  which,  unlike  many  which  you  had  mentioned  in  your  list,  speak  from 
a native  perspective. 

The  Native  Voices  Workshop  at  Montana  Public  TV,  a group  which  supports 
films  by  and  about  Native  Americans,  has  the  following  award  winning 
Native  American  produced  films  available: 

"Warrior  Chiefs  in  a New  Age"-  by  Dean  Curtis  Bear  Claw,  a portrait  of 
Chiefs  Plenty  Coups  and  Medicine  Crow,  seminal  leaders  of  the  Crow 
nation . 

"Transitions:  Destruction  of  a Mother  Tongue"-  by  Darrell  Kipp  and  Doe 
Fisher,  concerns  attempt  to  destroy  and  preserve  the  Blackfeet  language. 

"The  Place  of  the  Falling  Waters"-  by  Roy  Bigcrane  and  Thompson  Smith, is 
the  most  complete  history  of  an  American  Indian  reservation  ever  produced 
--  the  Flathead  Indian  Reservation  in  Montana. 

"Ernie  Pepion  and  the  Art  of  Healing"-  by  Terry  Macy,  an  engaging 
portrait  illustrating  the  will  of  a physically  challenged  Blackfeet  artist. 

"Without  Reservations:  Notes  on  Racism  in  Montana"-  Looks  at  racism 
against  Native  American  in  three  stories  --  through  the  eyes  of  an  Indian 
teacher,  a native  police  officer,  and  a cross-cultural  couple. 

"White  Shamans  and  Plastic  Medicine  Men"  - by  Terry  Macy  and 
Daniel  Hart,  explores  the  commercialization  of  Native  Spiritual  practices. 

Native  Voices  films  have  been  screened  at: 

American  Indian  Film  Festival,  Vienna  Film  Festival,  the  Sundance  Film 
Festival,  Lincoln  Center,  the  Smithsonian,  and  the  National  Gallery  of 
Art,  and  have  numerous  awards  at  these,  and  other  venues. 

For  information  about  these  films,  contact: 

Native  Voices  Public  Television 
VCB  222  Montana  State  University 
Bozeman,  MT  59717 
phone  - (406)  994-6218 


fax  - (406)  994-6545 

e-mail  hart@sesame. kusm. montan a . edu 
"RE : Garden  Seed  Available" 


Date:  26  Feb  1996  03:42:11  +0100 

From:  cedarface@wpo.sosc.osshe.edu  (Mary  lane  Cedar-Face) 
Sub j : Garden  Seed  Available  to  Native  People 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


Four  Eagles  Garden  Seeds  in  Ashland  OR  has  surplus  organic 
garden  seed  for  sustainable  organic  farms.  It  is  available  for  the  cost  of 
shipping  and  handling.  DO  NOT  reply  to  me  by  email.  I am  passing  this 
message  on  for  Devon  who  wishes  to  make  this  offer  known  to  Native 
people  and  organizations.  The  seed  varieties  are  listed  below.  Contact 
Devon  at  Four  Eagles  Garden  directly  by  mail  or  phone: 

Four  Eagles  Garden  Seeds 


P.O.  Box  1332 
Ashland j OR  97532 

541-488-4440  * (Asterisk)  = fresh  stock  from  Four  Eagles  Garden 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


Corn : 

Bodacious  SE 
Golden  lubilee 
Flookers  Sweet 
Seneca  Sweet  FI 
Seneca  Starshine  FI 
Sugar  Dots  Bicolor 
Sugar  Buns  SE 

Artichokes* 


Pole  Beans: 

Cascade  Giant 
Kentucky  Blue 
Kentucky  Wonder 
Romano  Musica 

Peas  - Shelling: 
Alderman 
Olympia 
Dwarf  pioneer 


Cucumbers : 

Amira  - MidEast 
Lemon 

Marketmore  Slicer 

Eggplant:  Dusky 

Peppers : 

Anaheim 
Banana 
Cayenne 
Green  Bell 
lalopeno 
Surefire  FI 

Summer  Squash: 

Gem 

Tipo  Zuchini 


Beet : 

Red  Ace 

Lutz  Greenleaf 

Burdock:  Coho* 

Carrot 

Amstrong 

Danvers 

Nantes 

Leeks:  Varna* 

Onion 

Lisbon 

Longday 

Rutabaga 


Winter  Squash: 

Acorn 

Delicata* 

Sugarloaf 
Sugar  pumpkin 
Regular  pumpkin 

Cabbage: 

Green 

Danish 

Celery:  Brilliante  FI 


Turnip:  Purple  Top 

Tomatoes : 

Cherry  - Sweetie 
Early 

Early  Cascade 
Oregon  Spring 

Mid 

Celebrity 
Fantastic 
Gold  Delight 
Lisa  King 
Taxi 


Chard:  Red  Chard 

Lettuce: 

Buttercrunch 

Valmaine-Romaine 

Spinach : 

Bloomsdale 
Olympia 
Tyee  FI 

Bush  Beans: 

Purple  Pod 
Scarlet  Bees 

Dry  Beans: 

Speckled  Bay 
Dragon  Tongue 


Late  Storage 
Gold  Treasu 
Long  Keeper 
Sauce 
Chico 
Monix 
Oroma 
Tomatilla 

Herbs : 

Anise  hyssop 
Basil : 

Cinnamon 

Globe 

Lemon 

Small 

Thai* 

Chervil 

Dill 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu-LjNAT  LIT,NATCHAT  & 

NATIVE-L  listservers;  AISESnet;  UUCP  & Genie  email; 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info , ape . indig. Canada , soc . culture. native , alt . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include j in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"The  title  of  the  Cherokee  People  to  their  lands  is  the  most  ancientj 
purej  and  absolute  known  to  man;  its  date  is  beyond  the  reach  of  human 
record;  its  validity  confirmed  by  possession  and  enjoyment  antecedent 
to  all  pretense  of  claim  by  any  portion  of  the  human  race." 

"The  free  consent  of  the  Cherokee  People  is  indispensable  to  a valid 
transfer  of  the  Cherokee  title.  The  Cherokee  people  have  neither  by 
themselves  nor  their  representatives  given  such  consent.  It  follows 
that  the  original  title  and  ownership  of  said  lands  still  rests  in  the 
Cherokee  Nationj  unimpaired  and  absolute.  The  Cherokee  people  have 
existed  ass  a distinct  national  community  for  a period  extending  into 
antiquity  beyond  the  dates  and  memory  of  man.  These  attributes  have 
never  been  relinquished  by  the  Cherokee  Peoplej  and  cannot  be  dissolved 
by  expulsion  of  the  Nation  from  its  own  territory  by  the  power  of  the 
United  States  Government." 

Resolution  Adopted  by  the  Last  Cherokee  Council  Meetingj  October  1838 
(Shortly  thereafter  the  Removal  we  call  the  Trail  of  Tears  was  ordered 
by  President  lacksonj  whose  life  had  been  saved  by  Chief  lunaluskaj 
and  in  spite  of  a ruling  by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  in  Favor 
of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  Aho!) 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 


| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe,  | 
j to  the  democratic  principles  | 
j of  the  Republic  ! 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  [ 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  j 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Recent  budget  cuts  and  court  decisions  indicate  the  "Indian  Question" 
is  still  being  dealt  with  in  the  only  way  the  dominant  society  seems  to 
understand  - denial  and  oppression. 

Many  things  have  been  taken  from  the  First  Nations  and  the  First 
People  without  it  being  granted.  Considering  this  and  the  opening  comment 
above,  I would  very  much  like  to  see  the  dominant  society  take  one  more 
thing,  and  keep  it,  and  use  it Honor. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 
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- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

— "RE:  Timbisha  Kicked  Out"  - 

Date:  Mon,  11  Mar  1996  17:45:36  -0500 
From:  RPaton2@aol.com 
Sub j : Timbisha  Kicked  Out  of  Death  Valley  National  Park 

UUCP  email 

Secretary  Babbitt  Promises  To  Throw  The  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  Off  Its 
Ancestral  Homeland  In  Death  Valley 

For  Immediate  Release 

Monday,  March  11,  1996 

Contact:  Richard  F.  Boland,  Chief  Spokesperson  (619)  786-2374 

Death  Valley,  California(Thursday,  March  7,  at  a meeting  in  Death  Valley, 
California,  federal  officials  from  the  National  Park  Service  and  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  told  leaders  of  the  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  that 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Sunbow5  Walk  Completion  Ceremony 

- Cleveland  AIM/Chief  Wahoo 

- High  Arctic  Exiles 

- Natives  Against  New  York  Taxation 

- NMAI 

- Request  for  School  Children 

- Tobacco  Seeds 


their  boss.  Secretary  of  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt,  has  decided  to  throw  the 
Tribe  off  the  last  remnant  of  its  traditional  homelands  in  Death  Valley. 
The  Secretary  will  force  the  Tribe  to  give  up  the  tiny  40  acre  camp  in 
Death  Valley  it  was  relocated  to  when  President  Hoover  took  the  Tribe's 
land  away  in  1933  to  establish  the  Death  Valley  National  Monument. 

Pauline  Esteves,  Acting  Tribal  Chairperson  and  tribal  elder,  observed 
that  this  latest  action  by  the  federal  government  is  just  one  more  attempt 
at  ethnic  cleansing.  Since  1933,  the  National  Park  Service  has  done 
everything  in  its  power  to  deny  the  Tribe  is  historical  claims,  pretend  we 
do  not  exist,  and  to  get  us  out  of  the  Park.  While  only  about  fifty  of 
our  members  managed  to  maintain  a continuing  presence  in  the  Valley  on 
this  water  starved,  sand  blown  40  acre  parcel,  the  Park  Service  has 
treated  us  like  dirt.  Over  the  years,  this  arrogant  agency  has  controlled 
our  every  movement,  cut  off  our  power,  severed  access  to  our  sacred  sites, 
fined  us  for  engaging  in  our  traditional  practices,  and  bulldozed  our 
homes  when  our  people  vacated  them  to  return  to  traditional  summer  camps. i 

According  to  Richard  Boland,  Tribal  Administrator  and  Chief  Spokesman 
for  the  Timbisha  Shoshone  Land  Restoration  Committee,  the  Tribe  reacted  in 
disbelief  to  the  news  delivered  by  the  federal  officials.  The  Tribe  had 
been  hopeful  its  sixty-three  year  old  grievance  would  be  finally  redressed 
with  the  passing  of  the  California  Desert  Protection  Act.  This  Act, 
passed  in  October  1994,  largely  because  of  strong  support  from  California 
Senator  Dianne  Feinstein  and  environmentalists,  added  some  3 million  acres 
of  desert  land  to  the  National  Monument  and  made  the  whole  area  into  a 
National  Park.  But  of  particular  interest  to  the  Tribe,  the  Act  included 
a provision  instructing  the  Secretary  of  Interior,  while  implementing  this 
huge  land  transfer,  to  conduct  a study  of  the  Tribe  is  aboriginal  homeland 
with  the  purpose  of  identifying  lands  suitable  for  a reservation  for  the 
Timbisha  people. 

Congress  explicitly  instructed  the  Secretary  of  Interior  to  prepare  this 
study  in  consultation  with  the  Tribe. i 

In  the  words  of  Tribal  Chairperson  Esteves:  Finally  the  secret  is  out. 
And  once  again  the  federal  government  did  it  to  us  rather  than  with  us. 

It  was  on  long  eleven-month  charade. i Those  pasty-faced  bureaucrats  knew 
from  the  beginning  that  they  would  not  restore  ancestral  lands  to  us. 

They  sat  there  through  presentation  after  presentation  by  the  Tribe, 
fooling  us  into  believing  that  there  could  be  a sincere  dialogue  between 
the  federal  government  and  its  constituents.  We  spent  over  a hundred 
thousand  dollars,  hiring  the  best  anthropologists,  historians,  lawyers  and 
economic  consultants,  gathering  data,  establishing  the  suitability  of 
segments  of  our  traditional  homelands  proposed  to  be  taken  into  trust.  We 
made  countless  proposals.  We  got  nothing  of  substance  back,  no  effort  on 
their  part  to  even  meet  us  part  way.  Instead  of  a dialogue  and  a 
respectful  exchange  of  ideas,  we  were  stonewalled.  Instead  of  a 
commitment  to  right  an  old  wrong,  to  fulfill  the  government's  trust 
responsibility  to  this  nation's  first  people,  this  Democratic 
Administration  has  used  its  enormous  power  to  clobber  us.  And  to  add 
insult  to  injury,  this  Administration  used  the  Desert  Protection  Act,  to 
legitimatize  the  government's  decades  long  racist  policy  to  get  Indians 
out  of  National  Parks.  This  liberal  Act  has  been  used  by  the  Clinton 
Administration  as  the  'final  solution'  to  its  Indian  problem  in  Death 
Valley. 

The  forced  removal  of  the  Tribe  from  its  homelands  in  Death  Valley  will 
extend  the  lie  that  the  Park  Service  has  perpetuated  ever  since  it  stole 
the  land  and  created  the  myth  that  there  were  no  Indians  living  in  the 
area.  This  is  not  only  unfair  to  the  Tribe  but  it  continues  to  corrupt  the 
Park's  mandate  to  truly  share  this  national  treasure  with  the  American 
public.  There  are  over  a million  tourists  who  visit  Death  Valley  each  year 
both  lured  by  the  areas  stark  beauty  and  its  unique  history.  An 
essential  part  of  the  regions  legacy  has  been  the  Timbisha  Shoshone 
people  who  have  been  an  integral  part  of  the  desert  for  thousands  of  years 

The  lands  are  replete  with  historical  encampments,  hunting  trails,  burial 
grounds,  hidden  springs  and  archaeological  sites  that  have  powerful 
traditional  and  spiritual  significance. 

Instead  of  the  Valley  just  perpetrating  Death  as  the  National  Park 


Service  would  have  visitors  believe  today,  the  arid  land  and  natural 
resources  have  sustained  a resilient  and  creative  desert  people  and  a rich 
Native  American  culture  for  thousands  of  years.  Until  the  Tribe  was  cut- 
off from  its  land  in  1933,  it  had  been  an  integral  part  of  the  ecological 
equation--cultivating  mesquite,  pine  nuts  and  other  indigenous  plant  life 
for  food,  developing  and  preserving  springs  for  their  own  use  and  to 
protect  and  enhance  the  wildlife,  and  selectively  burning  underbrush  to 
prevent  forest  fires  in  the  mountains.  The  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  holds 
the  secret  to  surviving  one  of  the  most  awesome  deserts  in  the  world  and 
the  public  most  assuredly  would  love  to  learn  the  knowledge  and  wisdom 
directly  from  the  people  who  possess  it.  Until  now  the  National  Park 
Service  has  kept  all  this  a closely  guarded  secret  lest  the  truth  of  its 
land  theft  also  has  to  be  revealed. 

We  will  not  take  this  lying  down.  We  still  have  faith  in  the  American 
people  and  in  the  democratic  system  of  government.  If  our  government  can 
stand  up  for  justice  in  Bosnia,  it  should  be  able  to  do  the  right  thing  in 
Death  Valley.  We  welcome  your  support.  Write  to  us  c/o:  Timbisha 
Shoshone  Tribe,  PO  Box  206,  Death  Valley,  California  92328. 

- "RE:  Adopt  a Grandparent  Program"  

Date:  Tue,  12  Mar  1996  18:51:15  GMT 

From:  agpmlc@aol.com 

Sub j : Adopt  a Grandparent  Program 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

NOTES  FROM  THE  REZ  AND  OTHER  PLACES  3/12/96 

ADOPT  A GRANDPARENT  PROGRAM 

Our  WINTER  ELDERS  GIFT  DRIVE  A SUCCESS 

$23,472.00  worth  of  toys,  clothing,  sewing  supplies,  food,  school  supplies, 
craft  materials  and  $ 9,571.00  worth  of  food,  electricity,  propane  and  wood 
gift  certificates  ( from  November  1995  thru  February  1996)  were  gifted  to 
elders  and  their  families  on  Pine  Ridge, 

all  coming  from  the  likes  of  you  folks  out  there  in  real  world  and  cyber 
space !!!... 

STUDENTS  FROM  LITTLE  WOUND  SCHOOL  GOING  TO  WASHINGTON 

On  March  18th,  four  young  students  will  be  traveling  to  Washington  DC.  to  be 
part  of  a non  partisan  government  studies  program. 

Ted  Standing  Soldier,  Eldridge  Grinnell,  Jennifer  Takes  War  Bonnett  and 
Shannon  Puckett  have  been  invited  by  the  Close  Up  foundation  to  take  part  in 
a series  of  government  studies  seminars,  and  tours  of  Washington  and 
surrounding  areas.  ALL  FOUR  OF  THESE  STUDENTS  NEED  MONETARY  HELP,  raveling 
money,  for  hotel  accommodations,  meals,  and  transportation  in  Washington  DC. 
Contributions  can  go  directly  to: 

Mr.  Silas  Blaine,  Teacher  and  coordinator  Washington  trip 

Little  Wound  High  School 

Box  500 

Kyle  SD  57752 

605-455-2461 

All  contributions 

for  the  Students  trip  must  be  received  by  March  18th. 

SEED  PROGRAM:  Looking  for  Native  People  to  grow  out  seed  stock. 

Every  Spring  AGP  conducts  a seed  search  for  gardeners  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation.  Many  elders  create  gardens  each  year  and  we  try  to  provide  them 
with  as  many  seeds  as  we  can  get.  This  year  we  have  written  to  Native  Seeds, 
Native  Seeds  Search,  Seeds  of  Change  and  Four  Eagles  Garden  Seeds  and  hope  to 
receive  some  of  their  95  surplus  seeds  to  plant  in  this  gardening  season. 

The  best  seeds  to  plant  on  the  Rez  are  all  root  crops,  squash,  zucchini, 
onions  and  potatoes.  If  you  know  of  other  seed  companies  in  your  area  who 
have  a surplus  of  seeds  from  95  please  let  us  know. 

NEWSLETTER  LOOKING  FOR  STORIES: 

Our  Spring  newsletter  is  coming  right  up,  AGP  is  looking  for  any  folks  out 
there  who  are  members,  and  have  a story  to  relate  about  the  interaction  that 
they  have  had  with  their  adopted  elders  . If  you  have  a few  paragraphs. 


and/on  pictures  you  can  send  along  to  us  please  do  so.  WE'D  BE  HAPPY  TO 
CONSIDER  YOUR  STORY  FOR  THE  NEWSLETTER.  Newsletter  deadline:  April  15,  1996 
ADVERTISING  IN  THE  NEWSLETTER 

We  are  opening  up  the  pages  in  Mountain  Light,  our  Spring  Newsletter  for 
supporting  advertisers,  there  are  display  ads  ranging  from  the  size  of  a 
business  card  to  1/4,  1/2  and  full  page  ads.  Ranging  in  price  from  $50.00  to 
$500.00.  This  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  businesses  and  organizations 
with  related  interests,  products,  and  social  concerns  to  communicate  with  the 
circle  of  AGP  participants,  and  show  your  support  for  our  program.  The  next 
issue  will  reach  aprox.  10,000  people  by  mail,  and  many  more  on  WWW  and  the 
internet . 

Newsletter  deadline:  April  15,  1996  Call,  email  or  fax  for  Advertising 
rates  and  info.  505-776-8474  fx-505-776-8050  email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

AGP  BREAKFASTS  A HIT! 

There  have  been  these  interesting  gatherings  held  in  different  areas 
including  Taos,  Denver  and  Washington  DC  and  who  knows  where  next. 

The  gatherings  have  been  lively  with  Music  from  local  musicians,  great 
Waffles  and  breakfast  yum  yums,  updates  on  AGPs  progress,  and  extensive 
conversations,  especially  with  "Ducky"  our  resident  12  yr.  old  green  wing 
Macaw. 

Two  sure  dates  are:  Sunday  March  10th  at  Mountain  Light  B&B  in  Arroyo  Hondo 
NM,  and  Sunday  April  21st,  At  The  Tewa  Kitchen  in  Conjunction  with  the  Taos 
Talking  Picture  Show  , a Benefit  for  AGP  and  Oo-Oonah  Art  Center,  host  of  the 
Native  American  Film  Festival  in  Taos  NM. 

MANY  PEOPLE  HAVE  ASKED  "HOW  CAN  I HELP  WITH  VOLUNTEER  WORK  IN  MY  AREA?" 

Well,  were  learning  as  we  go  along,  here  are  some  ideas: 

+ Have  an  AGP  Benefit  Breakfast  in  your  area, 

+ Put  AGP's  brochures  and  info  in  shops  and  places  that  there  might  be  people 
interested  in  the  project, 

+ Share  a newsletter  advertising  kit  with  businesses  or  groups  that  might 
sponsor  an  ad  in  MountainLight  our  upcoming  spring  newsletter. 

+ AGP  needs  more  members,  the  membership  funds  goes  towards  the  general 
operations  of  the  project,  and  helps  to  support  all  the  behind  the  scenes 
activities  that  it  takes  to  coordinate  people  and  resources  from  all  over  the 
country. . 

contact  our  office  if  you  are  interested  in  any  of  the  above.. 

10HN  SIERS  WORKS  WITH  ELDERS  IN  THE  CITY.  In  Rapid  City,  SD,  there  is  a 
community  of  Lakota  People  that  are  in  need  of  a helping  hand... They  have  a 
carpenter  in  need  of  materials,  to  fix  the  roof  of  an  elder  and  his  family. 

He  also  needs  a coat  and  they  all  need  warm  clothing  and  sweaters,  new  flat 
sheets  and  cotton  fabric  pieces  for  the  traditional  Quilters.  all  can  be 
sent  to  : 

Deloris  Alien;  Community  Coordinator 
2430  GnuGnuska*  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701.  ... 

(*  GnuGnuska  means  grasshopper  in  Lakota) 

For  cash  contributions  for  roofing  materials  etc.,  contact: 

AGP  Box  241  Taos  NM  87571 

Attn: Red  Owl  Memorial  Elders  Emergency  Fund. 

AGP  ON  WWWEB  AT  SOUL  ZONE 

This  year  AGP  has  been  offered  a free  space  on  the  World  Wide  Web.  The  site 
is  called  Soul  Zone  which  promotes  artists,  educators  and  humanitarian 
assistance  organizations.  Soul  Zone  is  in  the  process  of  creating  their  site 
and  we  expect  them  to  be  online  by  May.  We  will  send  out  the  address  once  it 
is  created.  This  site  will  offer  insight  into  the  program,  information 
updates,  how  you  can  volunteer,  and  will  also  offer  AGP  products  for  sale  for 
fundraising. 

I wish  everyone  the  best  in  this  coming  Spring  Season  of  Earth  Turning,  Seed 
planting  and  Songs  on  the  wind.... 

G.R. 


"RE : Boss  Indian  Around"  

Date:  6:00  PM  Mar  9,  1996 

From:  cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com  in  igc 


Sub j : Boss  Indian  Around-March  Commentates 


Newsgroups : ape . indig. info , soc . culture . native , alt . native 

The  following  commentary  written  by  Cherokee  Nation  Tribal  Member  Art 
Nave  was  published  in  the  March  issue  of  The  Cherokee  Observer. 

[Thanks  for  granting  permission  through  Marvin  Summerfield  for  redistribution 
in  Wotanging  Ikche/Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  - gary] 

BOSS  INDIANS  AROUND 

Every  Indian  Citizen  knows  that  BIA  stands  for  Boss  Indians  Around. 

At  worst,  the  BIA  is  no  different  than  the  old  reservation  Indian 
agent  who  stole  beef  for  personal  gain  and  starved  the  Indians!  At  best, 
they  are  an  outmoded  bureaucracy,  inept,  dictatorial,  and  with  little  or 
no  regard  for  Tribal  or  individuals  right  or  welfare. 

Latest  reports  indicate  that  the  BIA  cannot  account  for  $2.4 
BILLION  dollars  in  tribal  trust  funds,  or  $1  of  every  $7  they  have 
handled  in  the  last  twenty  years.  In  the  private  sector  someone  would  go 
to  prison  for  these  actions,  but  somewhere  deep  in  our  white  government's 
psyche  they  believe  that  stealing  from  Indians  is  acceptable,  the 
American  way,  if  you  will.  We  Cherokee  recently  felt  the  results  of  BIA 
ineptitude  throughout  the  misapplication  of  our  request  for  surplus  land  at 
Ft.  Chafee,  Arkansas. 

I believe  that  BIA  should  be  segmented  into  small  staffs  of 
superintendents  and  support  personnel  and  assigned  to  each  individual 
tribe.  These  small  staffs  would  be  accountable  to  the  Tribal  governments 
and  could  be  removed  for  non-performance. 

It  is  past  time  that  the  BIA  be  made  accountable  to  the  people  they 
feed  off  of  and  are  supposed  to  serve. 

++++++++++++++++ 

Posted  courtesy  of:  The  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER 

"RE : Emergency  Peltier  Update"  

Date:  Fri,  8 Mar  96  01:55:14  GMT 
From:  lpdc@idir.net  (Lisa  Faruolo) 

Sub j : EMERGENCY  PELTIER  UPDATE 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

MARCH  7,  1996 

An  authoritative  source  today  confirmed  previous  informal  information  to 
Peltier's  Defense  Committee  that  the  parole  hearing  officer  who  conducted 
the  hearing  on  December  11,  1995,  HAS  made  a positive  recommendation  to  the 
National  Parole  Commission  for  the  parole  release  of  Leonard  Peltier  without 
further  delay. 

This  recommendation  was  based  on  the  failure  of  the  government  to  present 
evidence  that  Leonard  Peltier  was  the  person  who  killed  the  two  FBI  agents 
at  close  range. 

A Final  decision  from  the  National  Commission  was  expected  in  January.  Then 
the  unusual  delay  in  its  decision  of  over  two  and  a half  months  has  caused 
GREAT  concern  from  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  and  his  supporters. 

It  is  feared  that  the  Parole  Commission  may  conceal  the  positive  parole 
recommendation  made  by  the  parole  hearing  officer  and  attempt  to  deny 
Leonard  Peltier  parole. 

PLEASE  help  us  to  ensure  that  justice  is  done  on  behalf  of  Leonard  Peltier. 
You  can  do  this  by  requesting  the  public  release  of  the  parole  hearing 
officer's  recommendation  for  parole  and  demanding  the  approval  of  that 
recommendation  by  the  National  Commission  and  the  immediate  parole  release 
of  Leonard  Peltier. 

Contact  the  United  Stated  Parole  Commission  at: 

Phone:  301-492-5922  or  301-492-5821 

Fax:  301-492-6694,  301-492-5525,  301-492-5307 


Thank  you! 


"RE : Freedom  Run  for  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Sun,  10  Mar  1996  01:47:52  -0800 
From:  Wicincala  <Wicincala@europeonline.com> 

Sub j : Freedom  Run  for  Leonard  Peltier  and  all  Indigenous  Peoples 
-please  spread  the  word 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

U.N.  Decade  for  Indigenous  Peoples  1995  - 2004 

FREEDOM  RUN  1996  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER  & ALL  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES 

We  invite  you  to  join  the  FREEDOM  RUN  '96  as  an  action  in  support  of  the 
American  Indian  Political  Prisoner  Leonard  Peltier  and  the  struggles  of 
Indigenous  Peoples  world-wide.  This  Run  includes  issues  on  human  rights, 
the  fight  against  racism  and  colonialism,  the  anti-nuclear  campaign, 
protection  of  the  natural  environment,  connection  to  the  land,  and 
respect  of  cultural  and  religious  differences. 

PARIS  - LILLE  - AACHEN  - KOELN  - BONN  - FRANKFURT  - HEIDELBERG  - 
STRASBOURG  - FREIBURG  - KONSTANZ  - ZUEERICH  - BERN  - LAUSANNE  - GENEVE 


Leonard  "Gwarth-ee-lass"  Peltier,  a symbol  of  Indigenous  Resistance 

Peltier  has  been  imprisoned  for  20  years  in  the  USA.  He  was  found  guilty 
of  murder  of  two  FBI  Agents,  even  though  the  courts  have  never  been  able 
to  prove  his  guilt  of  this  crime.  It  has  been  proven  before  the  courts 
that  the  FBI  had  intentionally  fabricated  evidence,  coerced  witnesses  and 
withheld  essential  material  supporting  Peltier's  innocence  in  order  to 
get  Peltier  sentenced. 

Peltier's  case  is  one  of  many  in  which  governments  try  to  destroy  civil 
rights  movements  by  arresting  their  leaders.  AIM  had  held  an  occupation  at 
the  village  of  Wounded  Knee,  South  Dakota  in  1973  to  fight  against  the 
exploitation  of  coal  and  uranium  in  the  sacred  Black  Hills  of  the  Lakota 
Nation.  They  were  also  defending  themselves  against  the  oppressive  puppet 
tribal  government  that  was  at  the  time  "persecuting"  AIM-members  and 
traditional  Lakota  who  were  demanding  the  right  to  self-determination  from 
the  U.S.  government.  For  this  activism  to  gain  civil  rights  for  American 
Indians,  Peltier,  like  many  other  members  of  AIM,  or  organizations  such 
as  the  Black  Panther  Party  were  targeted  by  the  Counter  Intelligence 
Program  of  the  FBI. 

Today,  Peltier  is  still  an  active  member  of  AIM  out  of  his  cell.  He  has 
exhausted  all  judicial  avenues  to  get  a new  and  fair  trial.  The  only 
chance  for  his  freedom  is  the  granting  of  executive  clemency  by  the  U.S. 
president.  Millions  of  people,  parliamentarians  in  the  U.S.,  France, 
Germany,  Italy,  Holland,  Belgium,  the  European  Parliament  and  Nobel  Prize 
Winners,  Nelson  Mandela,  Rigoberta  Menchu,  the  Dalai  Lama  and  many  more 
have  demanded  executive  clemency  for  Peltier.  Yet  he  is  not  free.  With 
this  RUN  we  want  to  gain  more  support  for  his  freedom  and  raise  awareness 
with  his  case  to  the  struggles  of  Indigenous  Peoples  who  face  persecution, 
murder  and  imprisonment  for  their  resistance  against  colonizing 
governments  and  their  ongoing  struggle  to  survive. 

Indigenous  Peoples'  Struggles 

Indigenous  Peoples  are  the  first  inhabitants  of  the  land  that  they 
traditionally  live  on.  They  have  maintained  their  cultures  and  ties  to 
this  lands  since  times  immemorial.  World-wide,  indigenous  people  have 
been  victims  of  physical  and  cultural  genocide,  and  exploitation  by 
intruding  "discoverers"  or  expanding  populations  and  their  governments. 

But  despite  centuries  of  extermination,  over  300  million  indigenous  people 
live  today  on  all  five  continents.  Governments  deny  indigenous  peoples 
the  right  to  their  land,  and  control  over  their  resources,  the  right  to 
self-determination  and  the  right  to  exercise  their  culture  and  religion 
freely.  In  order  to  secure  internationally  recognized  rights,  indigenous 
peoples  are  actively  fighting  within  the  United  Nations.  The  UN  have 


called  out  the  DECADE  FOR  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES:  1995  - 2004  to  promote  the 
recognition  of  Indigenous  Peoples.  As  a section  under  the  theme  of  the  UN- 
Decade,  this  RUN  is  organized  to  provide  a platform  to  inform  and 
confront  European  governments  and  corporations  who  are  implicit  in  the 
destruction  of  indigenous  people's  lands  with  the  demands  of  indigenous 
peoples.  Only  through  sustained  political  pressure  and  public  awareness 
will  governments  be  forced  to  uphold  the  rights  of  indigenous  peoples. 

For  this,  support  from  the  public  and  smaller  political  entities  such  as 
city-councils  is  helpful.  Yet  it  is  also  the  aim  of  this  RUN  to  address 
the  European  Parliament  in  Brussels  and  the  United  Nations  in  Geneva. 
Representatives  from  all  indigenous  peoples  are  welcome  to  join  this  RUN 
to  inform  their  situations  and  present  their  demands  to  political 
representatives  in  Europe.  These  presentations  can  cover  issues  such  as 
human  rights  violations  as  for  example  in  Central  America  in  Chiapas  or 
Guatemala;  destruction  of  traditional  lands  as  for  instance  of  Ogoni- 
land  in  Nigeria  or  the  Black  Hills  of  the  Lakota;  resistance  against 
nuclear  testing  and  uranium  mining  as  in  cases  such  as  the  Maohi  in  Tahiti, 
the  Western  Shoshoni  in  Nevada,  or  the  Cree  of  Saskatchewan;  desecration 
of  religious  sites  like  Mount  Graham  of  the  Apaches  or  sites  of 
Aborigines  in  Australia;  and  the  struggle  for  self-determination  as  for 
example  of  the  people  of  West  Papua  or  the  Mohawk  in  Canada,  etc.  As  a 
result  of  these  meetings  we  hope  to  have  gathered  a comprehensive 
collection  of  signatures  and  statements  of  support  by  the  visited  city- 
councils.  This  collection  will  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  Human 
Rights  Commission  of  the  UN  and  to  the  Chairperson  of  the  UN  Working 
Group  on  Indigenous  Peoples  in  Geneva  at  the  end  of  the  RUN.  Organizations 
and  individuals  supporting  indigenous  peoples'  demands  are  invited  to 
help  organize  this  event. 

The  RUN 

Traditionally  the  Run  was  used  by  indigenous  peoples  to  bring  messages 
from  village  to  village.  The  Run  was  considered  sacred  and  in  North 
America  the  staff  with  eagle  feathers  was  there  to  protect  the  messengers 
and  to  remind  them  of  their  purpose.  There  will  always  be  a spiritual 
leader  and  elder  in  charge  of  the  RUN.  At  the  start  and  the  end  of  the 
RUN  a ceremony  will  be  held  and  each  day  will  be  concluded  with 
traditional  songs  and  drumming.  This  RUN  us  organized  to  introduce  the 
political  demands  of  Indigenous  Peoples  to  the  political  representatives 
in  Europe  and  to  inform  the  people  of  the  European  communities.  While  a 
group  of  runners  covers  the  distance  from  city  to  city,  parallely, 
delegations  of  indigenous  representatives  will  travel  by  bus  and  meet  with 
the  city  councils  and  hold  public  events.  The  delegations  will  present 
their  political  demands  to  the  politicians  at  each  city  and  ask  for 
support  and  the  recognition  of  the  specific  struggles  and  for  support  of 
Leonard  Peltier's  freedom.  Each  evening  the  runners  and  the  delegates  will 
meet  again  and  stay  in  the  scheduled  cities.  Together  public  events  will 
be  held.  Local  support  groups  in  the  cities  will  arrange  sleeping 
accommodations  and  food.  Everybody  is  welcome  to  join  this  RUN.  It  will 
begin  Dune  16  in  Paris  and  finish  Duly  20  in  Geneva.  There  will  be  also 
link-runs,  from  countries  that  are  not  on  the  main  route,  which  will  join 
the  FREEDOM  RUN.  One  will  start  in  Bretagne,  another  in  Poland  which  will 
cross  Slovakia,  Austria,  Czech  Republic  and  Germany,  and  a third  one  from 
Italy  to  Geneva. 

How  You  Can  Participate 

You  can  participate  in  this  RUN  as  a Runner,  as  well  as  a participant  who 
accompanies  the  RUN  or  helps  as  a driver,  translator,  sponsor,  doctor, 
nurse,  musician,  artist  or  local  coordinator.  If  you  can  volunteer  to 
offer  your  services  and/or  your  vehicles  and  if  your  organization, 
company,  or  tribe  would  like  to  assist  this  RUN  by  sponsoring  a Runner, 
please  contact  our  offices  in  your  area.  Everybody  is  welcome  to 
participate  in  this  RUN.  We  also  welcome  non-runners  to  become  part  of 
this  event.  You  must  be  self-sufficient  and  provide  for  your  own 
transportation.  Locally  we  are  looking  for  additional  people  who  can  help 
to  mark  the  roads  for  the  runners,  organize  lodging,  food,  public  events 
and  media  coverage.  Everybody  is  asked  to  help  in  spreading  the  word 
about  this  event  and  contacting  human  rights  and  environmental 


organizations  in  your  area.  We  are  looking  for  a lot  of  support  to  make 
this  International  RUN  successful. 

If  you  want  to  participate  please  ask  for  a REGISTRATION  FORM  at  our 
offices.  NO  DRUGS  AND  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED  ON  THE  RUN! 

For  more  information: 

European  Office:  Indigenous  Office:  Local  Office: 

Nitassian-CSIA  AIM-California/LPSG  AKIN-KOELN/LPSG- Cologne 
Sylvain  Duez-Alessandrini  c/o  Bobby  Castillo  c/o  Spinella 

75229  Paris  Cedex  05  3145  Geary  Blvd  #517  Lindlaustrasse  18 

Phone:  01-43566998  San  Francisco,  California  94118  53842 

Troisdorf /Germany 


e-mail : 

hdoreau@aw.sgi.com  Phone 

: (415) -386-4373  Phone/Fax: 

02241-402093 

e-mail : 

aimca@igc . ape . org 

e-mail:  Fungirl869@aol.com 

TENTATIVE  SCHEDULE: 

Date 

Day 

Route  appr.  km 

comments 

Dune 

14. -16. 

Fr-Sun 

France 

Paris  arrival/opening 

20. 

Thu 

Paris-Amiens  139 

21. 

Fri 

Amiens-Lille  118 

22. 

Sat 

Lille-Bruxelles  121 

23.-24. 

So -Mo 

Belgique 

Bruxelles 

meet  European  Pari. 

25. 

Tue 

Bruxelles -Aachen 

140 

26. 

Wed . 

Deutschland 

Aac hen -Koeln- Bonn 

70+30  arrival  at  US  Embassy 

27. 

Thu 

Bonn  meet  ( 

German  Pari. 

28. 

Fr 

Bonn-Luxembourg  170 

29. 

Sat 

Luxembourg 

Luxembourg 

30. 

Sun 

Luxembourg- Frankfurt 

240 

Duly 

1. 

Mo 

Frankfurt -Heidelberg 

90  meet  link  RUN  from  the 

east 

2.-3. 

Tue 

Heidelberg 

meet  politicians  in  Stuttgart 

4. 

Thu 

Heidelberg- Strasbourg 

130 

5.-6. 

Fr-Sat 

France 

Strasbourg 

join  international  lawyers 

meeting 

7. 

Sun 

Strasbourg- Freiburg 

90 

8. 

Mo 

Deutschland 

Freiburg 

9. 

Tue 

Freiburg -Konstanz 

120 

10. 

Wed 

Konstanz 

11. 

Thu 

Schweiz 

Konstanz-Zuerich 

60 

12. 

Fri 

Zuerich 

13. 

Sat 

Znrich-Basel  80 

14. 

Sun 

Basel 

15. 

Mo 

Basel-Mulhouse  40 

16. 

Tue 

France 

Mulhouse 

17. 

Wed 

Mu 1 house -Belfort 

45 

18. 

Thu 

Belfort-Bern  130 

19. 

Fri 

Schweiz 

Bern 

20. 

Sat 

Bern-Fribourg  35 

21. 

Sun 

Fribourg 

22. 

Mo 

Fribourg-Lausanne 

70 

23. 

Tue 

Lausannne 

24. 

Wed 

Lausanne-Geneve  66 

total  1984 


RE:  Councilman  Indicted 


Date:  Sun,  10  Mar  1996  08:36:09  LOCAL 

From:  cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com  (cherokee  observer) 

Sub j : FYI--Councilman  indicted  for  Cherokee  Historical  Society 
Past  Problems 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Tahlequah  Times  Journal  weekly  newspaper- -Sat-3-09-96  story  written  by 
staff  writer  Connie  Webb-Cherokee  Nation  member 

[Thanks  for  granting  permission  through  Marvin  Summerfield  for  redistribut 
in  Wotanging  Ikche/Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  - gary] 

A confidential  1994  report  on  the  Cherokee  Nation  Historical  Society 
paints  a picture  of  MISMANAGEMENT  AND  MISCONDUCT  by  a former  director,  a 
Cherokee  Nation  tribal  councilman,  which  resulted  in  a loss  of  grants  to 
the  organization  and  could  initiate  a federal  investigation. 

The  report  also  questions  transactions  by  two  members  of  the  CNHS  board 
of  trustees  who  made  tax  deductible  contributions  to  the  Society  which 
were  worth  considerably  less  than  their  purported  value. 

Other  information  contained  in  the  report  indicates  some  people 
connected  with  members  of  the  board  may  have  used  their  association  for 
personal  gain. 

From  Feb.  1993  until  Dec.  1994,  TROY  WAYNE  POTEETE  was  the  executive 
director  of  the  CNHS.  He  was  appointed  to  the  position  by  ROSS  SWIMMER, 
the  former  board  of  trustees  chairman,  even  though  he  had  no  prior 
experience  in  managing  a museum. 

When  POTEETE  resigned  his  post,  LEE  FLEMING,  the  TRIBAL  REGISTRAR,  was 
appointed  as  interim  director  until  a permanent  director,  Fleming  sent  a 
memo  to  then  Principal  Chief  Wilma  Mankiller,  advising  her  of  what  he  had 
discovered  at  the  CNHS. 

"I  believe  that  it  is  imperative  that  some  of  our  communication  and 
documentation  be  kept  confidential,  because  I firmly  believe  that  the 
Society  may  be  investigated  due  to  lack  of  compliance  in  some  of  our 
federal  funding,"  stated  Fleming  in  the  memo  to  Mankiller  dated  Dec.  7, 
1994. 

Fleming  stated  that  due  to  POTEETE 'S  LACK  OF  KNOWLEDGE  and  SKILLS  in 
fund  raising  and  the  non-profit  sector,  he  had  allowed  certain  funding 
sources  of  the  CNHS  to  come  into  Jeopardy.... 

"The  State  Arts  Council  of  Oklahoma  canceled  three  grants  (including  one 
which  was  funded  for  three  years),"  stated  Fleming.  "Had  he  allowed 
information  to  flow  directly  to  the  Development  Director  and  the 
accounting  office,  a segmentation  of  responsibility  would  have  been  in 
place.  In  fact,  he  did  not  effectively  utilize  any  human  resource 
available  to  him . " 

A memorandum  was  sent  to  Poteete  regarding  a National  Archives  Grant 
formalizing  prior  concerns  regarding  the  grant  application  budget.  A 
letter  from  Daniel  A.  Stokes,  Program  Officer,  NHPRC,  was  received 
questioning  the  CNHS's  eligibility  for  the  grant  under  Commission 
guidelines,  which  later  reduced  the  organization's  grant  funding  by 
approximately  50  percent. 

The  report  states  Poteete  issued  a memo  to  George  Bearpaw  regarding  the 
NHPRC  Archives  Grant  indicating  back-dating  the  letter  to  set-up 
reimbursement  for  the  CNHS  on  this  grant.  Attached  to  the  memo  were 
back-dated  correspondence,  dishonestly  indicating  the  letter  was 
initiated  by  Bearpaw,  who  was  the  Executive  Director  of  Tribal  Operations 
for  the  Cherokee  Nation  at  that  time. 

According  to  the  report,  Poteete 's  disregard  for  the  board  directives 
and  policy  embarrassed  the  CNHS  before  Federal  and  Oklahoma  Historical 
Records  Advisory  Boards. 

Poteete  allowed  an  accumulation  of  debt  to  accrue  in  the  amount  of 
approximately  $200,000,  with  almost  100  vendors  demanding  immediate  full 


payment,  stated  Fleming.  "I  nearly  fell  over  when  I requested  an 
accounts  payable  listing  from  bookkeeping,  and  wondered  why  some  of  the 
board  of  trustees  did  not  observe  this  way  before  it  got  out  of  hand,"  he 
stated . 

"Additionally  receipts  will  show  he  [Poteete]  permitted  non-management- 
level  employees  to  'charge'  purchases  around  the  community,  including 
prison  trustees,  friends,  and  temporary  personnel. 

"He  made  purchases,  approved  his  own  expenses,  and  signed  all  the  checks, 
forbidding  the  accounting  department  to  have  any  input  into  the  judicious 
use  of  funds,"  stated  Fleming.  "He  removed  invoices  from  the  Society  and 
did  not  return  them.  To  date,  an  accurate  financial  statement  cannot  be 
obtained  without  these  invoices." 

Fleming  said  that  prompted  him  to  request  the  executive  support  unit  do 
an  internal  audit  of  the  CNHS  for  the  time  period  Poteete  was  executive 
director.  But  the  tribal  executive  directors  "felt  that  the  Society's 
board  of  trustees  should  approve  of  the  audit  first,"  Fleming  stated. 

"Let  me  now  document  that  I intend  to  see  this  achieved  (a  clear 
definition  between  the  old  and  the  new  before  a new  executive  director 
comes  on  board)  to  ensure  my  own  professional  reputation,"  stated  Fleming. 

"It's  time  to  come  clean  or,  at  least,  to  set  the  record  straight." 

According  to  Fleming,  despite  board  policies,  Poteete  made  decisions 
"which  were  contrary  to  the  governing  body  of  the  Society.  And  in  fact, 
refused  to  implement  or  acknowledge  and  adhere  to  regulatory  procedures 
put  forth  by  the  board,  contractors,  grantors,  the  state  and  the  IRS  (the 
latter  in  matters  concerning  deductible  contributions,  labor  laws,  taxes 
and  safety)." 

The  report  said  that  lames  Leake,  a board  trustee,  made  a contribution 
of  display  cases  to  the  Society,  which  Poteet  valued  at  $17,100  and  gave 
Leake  a receipt  to  that  effect.  "There  was  no  accompanying  independent 
valuation,"  the  report  stated.  A letter  drafted  by  development  committee 
chair  William  Flint,  stated  the  receipt  was  invalid  and  an  independent 
appraisal  "must  be  in  the  offices  of  the  Society  within  45  days."  Leake 
did  not  respond,  the  report  states,  and  the  cases,  which  were  delivered 
to  the  Cherokee  Nation,  were  being  stored  at  a warehouse. 

Hinkley  cautioned  the  board  of  trustees  to  obtain  a current  appraisal  on 
the  collection.  When  that  was  accomplished,  it  was  discovered  the 
original  appraisal  provided  to  Rucker  the  the  seller  of  the  collection 
was  "grossly  over-valued,"  according  to  the  report. 

Some  of  the  dolls  were  not  Kachina's,  some  had  the  wrong  artist  on  them, 
the  wrong  dimensions,  etc. 

The  executive  board  was  told  of  the  situation  and  cautioned  to  be  more 
"thorough,"  concerning  appraisals  of  donations  to  the  CNHS. 

Other  allegations  made  against  Poteete  in  the  report  include  he 
allegedly  spent  the  CNHS  non-profit  money  on  cartons  of  cigarettes,  large 
quantities  of  intoxicating  substances,  i.e. -liquid  cough  medications  and 
cold  remedies  for  prison  trustees,  clothing,  food,  shoes,  tape  players 
and  sporting  equipment. 

"...the  receipts  have  disappeared  from  the  Historical  Society  accounting 
office,  taken  by  Troy  Poteete  (but  can  be  reconstructed) . " stated  the 
report . 

Fleming  stated  in  his  memo  to  Mankiller,  "He  [Poteete}  harassed 
individuals  on  the  staff,  and  did  not  clearly  communicate  with  his  coard. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  he  is  still  advising  current  employees  and  other 
Tribal  Council  members,  to  undermine  the  positive  efforts  that  I have 
been  trying  to  implement." 

Fleming  stated  he  had  spoken  with  Poteete  and  "he  clearly  has  a vengeance 
for  Carol  Hinkley  and  remarked  that  'as  long  as  she  is  there,  the  Society 
will  never  succeed.  I am  not  the  problem,  she  is." 

"He  [Poteete]  is  the  problem  and  needs  professional  help,"  Fleming  told 
Mankiller.  "I  have  no  time  to  put  up  with  his  hurt  ego,  his  antics  to 
jeopardize  the  employment  of  the  current  staff,  undermining  a major 
appropriation  from  the  Cherokee  Nation  because  of  a personal  vendetta  he 
has  with  Carol." 

The  Tribal  Council  temporarily  withheld  an  annual  $100,000  donation  to 
the  CNHS  during  its  budget  appropriation  in  1994.  An  inside  source  said 


Poteete  convinced  some  members  of  the  Tribal  Council  to  withhold  the 
contribution  by  telling  them  Hinkley  was  discriminating  against  Cherokee 
employees  at  CNHS. 

During  an  interview  with  [Ross  0.]  Swimmer  in  Feb.  1995,  the  former 
chairman  of  the  CNHS  board  of  trustees  said  the  confidential  report  had 
been  presented  to  the  board  members. 

"I  have  found  nothing  that  particularly  substantiates  anything  Mr. 
Poteete  is  accused  of,"  Swimmer  said.  He  went  on  to  say  he  though  the 
document  was  based  on  hearsay  and  the  allegations  were  nothing  more  than 
gossip.  "None  of  these  accusations  have  been  documented  to  my 
understanding. " 

However,  according  to  the  report,  the  accusations  were  backed  up  with 
documentation  which  was  provided  to  Swimmer  and  the  board  of  trustees  in 
Dec.  1994,  prior  to  Poteete' s resignation. 

According  to  an  inside  source,  Poteete  was  given  the  position  with  the 
CNHS  because  Mankiller  pressured  Swimmer  to  hire  him,  without  regard  to 
Poteete' s lack  of  experience  and  training  in  managing  an  organization 
dedicated  to  preserving  and  promoting  the  culture  of  the  Cherokee  people. 
And  when  it  become  a liability  because  his  actions  were  drawing  attention 
to  questionable  practices  at  the  CNHS,  he  resigned. 

"Wilma,  I point  these  areas  out  because  they  have  a direct  impact  on  the 
current  condition  of  the  Society,"  stated  Fleming.  CNHS  owed  about  $200, 
000  in  unpaid  bills  under  Poteete  when  it  had  been  debt-free  prior  to  his 
appointment,  the  amphitheater  was  falling  into  ruin  as  was  the  Indian 
village  and  the  museum  needed  serious  attention. 

Fleming's  report  to  Mankiller  remained  confidential  until  it  was 
recently  leaked  to  the  press. 

Posted  courtesy  of:  THE  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER-Your  only  independent  Cherokee 
newspaper. 


"RE : Goose  Bay  'Subs  for  Bases'"  

Date:  Tue,  12  Mar  1996  17:11:31  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@Orion .YorkU.CA> 

Sub j : GOOSE  BAY  'SUBS  FOR  BASES'  DEAL  WITH  UK  - LATEST 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

GOOSE  BAY  'SUBS  FOR  BASES'  DEAL  WITH  UK  - LATEST 

Failure  of  the  Canadian  Defence  Minister  to  announce  his  government's 
rejection  of  the  'subs  for  bases'  deal  with  the  UK  in  a major  speech  last 
week  has  been  interpreted  by  two  Canadian  defence  analysts  as  meaning  that 
the  project  is  "not  yet  dead". 

Under  the  proposal,  Britain  would  provide  Canada  with  four  Upholder 
class  submarines  in  exchange  for  free  British  access  to  training 
facilities  at  Goose  Bay  and  at  Suffield,  Alberta. 

The  two  analysts,  quoted  in  lane's  Defence  Weekly,  argue  that  the 
defence  budget  speech  would  have  been  "an  ideal  time  to  announce  a 
rejection  of  the  proposal"  since  "it  would  have  given  taxpayers  an  example 
of  government  restraint";  failure  to  announce  it  is  there-fore  an 
indication  that  it  may  still  be  under  negotiation. 

However,  this  analysis  may  be  faulty  since: 

1.  The  deal  was  set  up  precisely  to  obtain  better 
value  for  money  for  both  sides.  Rejection  could 
therefore  be  seen  as  throwing  away  an  opportunity 
for  a good  deal. 

2.  The  UK  is  about  to  offer  the  four  Upholder  class 
submarines  to  South  Africa  as  part  of  an  offer  to 
build  four  new  corvettes  in  the  UK. 

Failure  to  agree  on  a subs  for  bases  deal  would  mean  continued  cost 
pressures  on  RAF  training  activity  at  Goose  Bay,  increasing  the  likelihood 
of  the  UK  moving  its  Goose  Bay  operations  to  the  USA  in  the  longer  term. 

"RE;  Lubicon  Peoples'  Daishowa  Boycott"  


Date:  Mon,  26  Feb  1996  18:10:27  GMT 
From : lubicon@f reenet . edmonton . ab . ca 
Sub  j : Lubicon  peoples'  Daishowa  boycott 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. Canada, soc . culture. native, alt . native 
Canada's  Future  Forest  Alliance 

Box  329,  New  Denver,  British  Columbia,  Canada  V0G  1S0 

Phone  (604)  358-2333,  FAX:  (604)  358-7950,  e-mail:  vws@web.net 

MEDIA  RELEASE  February  23,  1996 

Environmental  Groups  take  Lubicon  Boycott  Issue  to  the  International 
Community 

A coalition  of  environmental  groups  from  Canada  and  the  United  States 
have  vowed  to  carry  on  the  struggle  of  the  Daishowa  boycott  on  an 
international  level. 

A recent  decision  by  the  Ontario  Divisional  Court  has  ruled  that  the 
Friends  of  the  Lubicon  boycott  against  Daishowa  is  illegal.  The  court  has 
granted  Daishowa  Inc.  an  interlocutory  injunction,  forcing  a temporary 
halt  to  the  boycott  until  Daishowa 's  case  seeking  a permanent  injunction 
can  be  heard. 

The  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  began  a consumer  boycott  in  1991  in  order  to 
help  the  Lubicon  Cree  people  prevent  clearcutting  on  their  lands.  A 
Forest  Management  Agreement  (FMA)  completely  blanketing  all  10,0000  square 
kilometres  of  Lubicon  territory  is  held  by  Daishowa  Marubeni 
International's  subsidiary  of  the  3apanese-owned  Daishowa  multi-national 
logging  company. 

"Consumers  have  a right  to  know  that  the  products  they  are  purchasing 
are  coming  from  clearcut  logging  and  forest  destruction,"  stated  Colleen 
McCrory,  Chairperson  of  the  Valhalla  Wilderness  Society.  Clearcut  logging 
and  road  building  will  cause  widespread  destruction  to  Lubicon  lands. 
Daishowa 's  new  1,000  metric  ton/day  pulp  mill  will  need  vast  forested 
areas  of  the  Lubicon's  traditional  territory  which  will  clearcut  11,000 
trees  each  day  or  approximately  4 million  trees  each  year." 

The  Lubicon  people  have  already  been  suffering  severe  hardship  as  a 
result  of  the  environmental  damage  inflicted  upon  their  lands  by  the  oil 
and  gas  industry. 

Daishowa  Director  of  Corporate  Development,  Tom  Cochrane  was  quoted  in 
the  Toronto  Varsity  News  on  February  8th,  1996  as  saying  "the  Friends  of 
the  Lubicon  think  the  livelihood  of  a hundred  families  is  worth 
sacrificing  for  giving  some  Indians  some  land  rights." 

"We  are  shocked  by  this  blatantly  racist  remark  by  a Daishowa 
representative,"  said  Grey  lones.  Executive  Director  of  Western  Canada 
Wilderness  Committee  in  Edmonton.  "This  kind  of  racist  speech  does  not 
belong  in  Canada." 

The  Ontario  Divisional  Court  ruling  must  be  appealed  in  the  highest 
court  in  Canada  as  it  jeopardizes  the  very  foundation  of  the  Canadian 
people's  basic  democratic  right  to  freedom  of  expression.  "It  is  a sad 
day  when  Canadians  cannot  tell  their  fellow  citizens  not  to  buy  certain 
products  from  companies  which  are  causing  environmental  damage  and  human 
suffering.  In  Canada,  there  are  no  laws  against  clearcutting  and  forest 
destruction,  but  if  you  dare  to  speak  out  against  these  injustices,  you 
can't  even  depend  on  the  courts  to  protect  your  democratic  rights,"  said 
McCrory. 

"Environmental  groups  in  Canada  and  the  United  States  will  take  this 
issue  to  the  international  community  in  support  of  the  Lubicon  people  and 
the  boycott  of  Daishowa.  We  will  be  asking  groups  in  the  United  States  to 
help  the  Lubicon.  There  is  already  a well  organized  boycott  of  Mitsubishi 
across  the  US,"  state  Chris  Genovali,  of  the  U.S.  Pacific  Environment  & 
Resources  Centre. 

Genovali  said,  "PERC  is  interested  in  protecting  the  boreal  forest 
worldwide.  We  thought  Canada  was  a very  democratic  country,  but  after 
seeing  first  hand  the  hardship  of  the  Lubicon  and  then  hearing  of  this 
court  ruling,  we  are  very  concerned.  We  will  be  watching  this  issue  very 


closely. " 

For  more  information  call: 

Colleen  McCrory/Valhalla  Wilderness  Society  (604-358-2333) 

New  Denver , B.C. 

Grey  3ones/Western  Canada  Wilderness  Committee  (403-433-5323) 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

Chris  Genovali/Pacific  Environment  & Resources  Centre  (604-388-9292) 

San  Francisco,  Calif.  USA 

[ The  area  code  for  San  Francisco  is  415  - perhaps  the  number  above  is 
incorrect,  since  604  is  a B.C.  area  code.  --Gary  ] 

"RE : Internships"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Mar  1996  18:04:30  -0700 

From:  McAfee  Chuck  <cmcafee@spot . Colorado . EDU> 

Sub j : Internships 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

NOTICE  REGARDING  SUMMER  INTERNSHIPS 

Last  week  we  mailed  an  announcement  of  the  1996  AISES  Student  Summer  Work 
Experience  Program  to  all  student  members,  chapter  advisors,  and  others. 

An  application  form  was  included  in  the  mailing. 

Please  help  us  get  the  word  out.  If  you  are  interested  in  a position, 
take  time  now  to  complete  your  application  and  get  it  back  to  us  at 
AISES.  The  selection  process  will  begin  as  soon  as  we  have  applicants,  so 
it  is  to  your  distinct  advantage  to  apply  early. 

We  expect  positions  in  the  Department  of  Commerce  (including  National 
Weather  Service),  the  Department  of  Energy,  and  possibly  the  Department 
of  Transportation. 

Last  year's  program,  our  first  year  in  this,  was  a great  success.  I am 
pleased  that  we  can  offer  it  to  you  again,  and  look  forward  to 
participation  from  even  more  AISES  students. 

Regards, 

Chuck  McAfee 
AISES 

Deputy  Director 

"RE;  silko's  Birthday"  

Date:  96-03-05  09:12:39  PST 
From:zzshem@acc. wuacc.edu  (sheldon  mary) 

Sub j : Silko's  Birthday 

Today  is  Leslie  Marmon  Silko's  birthday,  and  I thought  we  might  remember 
her  and  all  she  has  shared  about  the  the  wonder  of  stories  within  us. 

"He  would  go  back  there  now,  where  she  had  shown  him  the  plant.  He  would 
gather  the  seeds  for  her  and  plant  them  with  great  care  in  places  near 
sandy  hills.  The  rainwater  would  seep  down  gently  and  the  delicate 
membranes  would  not  be  crushed  or  broken  before  the  emergence  of  tiny 
fingers,  roots,  and  leaves  pressing  out  in  all  directions.  The  plants 
would  grow  there  like  the  story,  strong  and  translucent  as  the  stars." 
--Ceremony 
Mary  Dog  Soldier 

"RE;  Thought:  Wars!"  

Date:  Fri,  8 Mar  1996  10:45:11  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Linda  Ross  <lross@ccs . carleton . ca> 

Sub j : Wars! 


UUCP  email 


I found  this  little  excerpt  for  a paper  and  thought  you  might  like  to 
read  it.  I am  using  this  to  show  that  indigenous  peoples  had/have  a 
radically  different  perspective  of  war  and  killing  and  subsequent  solutions. 
The  paper  is  about  justice  systems. 

"Was  it  an  awful  war?" 

"It  was  a terrible  war." 

"Were  there  many  people  killed?" 

"One  man  was  killed." 

"What  did  you  do?" 

"We  decided  that  those  of  us  who  had  done  the  killing  should  never  meet 
again  because  we  were  not  fit  to  meet  one  another!" 

ikkinaa'  pssi 

LM 

Source  is: 

The  Gaia  Atlas  of  First  Peoples:  A Future  For  the  Indigenous  World 
BY:  Uulian  Burger 

(New  York:  Doubleday/Anchor  Books,  1990) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Mar  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

Genie  email 

From:  mccoyd@sjen.org 
Subject:  Flomestead  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

14th  Annual  Flomestead  Pow  Wow 
Indian  Education  Scholarship  Benefit 
March  16,  1996 

Sponsored  by:  The  Title  V Indian  Education  Programs  of 
Fremont  Union  High  School  District 
Milpitas  Unified  School  District 

Santa  Clara  Unified/Sunnyvale  Elementary  School  Districts 
Flomestead  High  School  Gym 
21370  Flomestead  Road 
Cupertino,  CA 
All  Drums  Invited 
Gourd  Dancing  6:00  p.m. 

Grand  Entry  7:00  p.m. 

MC:  TBA 

Arena  Director:  TBA 
Genni  and  Lundy  Mitchell  Memorial 
^Prizes  *Raffles  *Food  Basket  *Arts  and  Crafts  *50-50  Cards 
Food  Booths:  Indian  Tacos,  Fry  Bread,  Nachos,  Soft  Drinks,  Candy 
No  Smoking  on  Campus 
No  Alcohol  or  Drugs  Allowed 


From:  prindle@uconnvm.uconn.edu 

Subject:  5th  Annual  Light  the  Lodge  Pow  Wow,  UConn 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 

5th  Annual  Light  the  Lodge  Pow  Wow 
Date:  Saturday,  March  30 
Time:  10  am  - 5 pm 
Place:  ROTC  Flanger,  Fllllside  Road 


University  of  Connecticut 


Storrs,  CT 

Admission:  Adults 

$1.00 

Children 

.50 

Seniors 

.50 

Students 

w/ID  .50 

An  open  Drum  and  Red  Heart  Drum  will  provide  music  for  dancing. 

All  dancers  in  regalia  are  welcome  and  allowed  free  admission.  The 
Pow  Wow  is  produced  by  the  Native  American  Cultural  Society  at  the 
University  of  Connecticut , Storrs.  There  will  be  a full  house  of 
vendors  with  traditional  Native  American  craft  items  and  foods. 
Throughout  the  day  there  will  be  ethno-technology  demonstrations, 
craft  activities,  and  'tipi  talks'.  Performances  by  a storyteller,  a 
flute  player  and  an  Iroquois  social  dance  leader.  Including  'south  of 
the  border'  music,  and  Native  video  performances. 

For  more  information  about  the  Light  the  Lodge  Pow  Wow,  contact 
Shelley  Smith  at  <SMS93003@UCONNVM.UCONN. EDU>. 


From:  jamontes@csupomona.edu 

Subject:  So.  Cal  Pow  Wow 

Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 

HEALING  THE  EARTH  POW-WOW 

1st  Annual:  Cal  Poly  Pomona,  3801  W.  Temple  Avenue,  Pomona 
Ca,  91748. 

Directions:  Take  the  60  fwy  east  from  LA  or  west  from  Riverside 
to  the  57  north  and  exit  Temple  Avenue  make  a left, 
head  west,  turn  right  on  South  Campus  Drive  then 
left  on  Kellog  drive;  enter  parking  lot  on  your 
immediate  left. 

If  from  the  10  fwy  head  east  from  Pasadena  or  west 
from  San  Bernardino  and  exit  Kellog  Drive(near  the 
the  57m  fwy  conjunction);  head  south  follow  the 
turn  and  enter  the  parking  lot  that  is  south  of 
where  the  grazing  horses  are.  You  are  there. 

Information:  All  drums  and  dancers  welcome!!!  Vendor  space 
is  still  available.  If  you  are  a vendor,  head 
on  down  and  we'll  deal  on  the  spot.  NO  ALCOHOL 
OR  DRUGS  ALLOWED.  NO  SALE  OF  SAGE,  CEDAR, 
SWEETGRASS,  TOBACCO  OR  CEREMONIAL  ITEMS  PERMITTED. 

Date  & Time:  Saturday  March  9,  1996  1 p.m.  to  11  p.m. 

Sunday  March  10,  1996  1 p.m.  to  6 p.m. 


Master  of  Ceremonies:  Orville  Little  Owl  (Hunkpapa  Lakota,  Mandan) 
Spiritual  Leader:  Emo  Motchman  (Hidatsa,  Mandan) 

Arena  Director:  Falomoe  Steffany  (Iroquois,  Samoan) 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Jessy  Standing  Bear  (Ponca) 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  Darice  Sampson  (Seneca) 

Head  Boy  Dancer:  Steve  Calderon  (Shoshone,  Mexica) 

Head  Girl  Dancer:  Jessica  Calderon  (Shoshone,  Mexica) 

Host  Northern  Drum:  Bear  Springs  (Arizona) 

Aztec  Dancers:  Xipe-Totec 

FREE  - FREE  PARKING  - PUBLIC  WELCOME 
Sponsored  by  the  American  Indian  Student  Association  and 

the  Cesar  E.  Chavez  Center  For  Higher  Education. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  for  me  to  allow  the  expression  of  my 
opinions.  It  seemed  for  a time  that  this  was  heavy  work  but  when 
I consider  the  struggles  and  hard  work  and  sometimes  the  absence 
of  recognition  from  the  traditional  indigenous  peoples  of  this  earth 
I am  ashamed  to  say  I faced  opposition  and  strife.  By  means  of  this 
Newsgroup,  I say  to  myself  now.  When  I think  of  a struggle,  I think 
of  the  two(?)  Sundancers  who  were  shot  up  in  Canada.  That  was  a 
hardship.  When  the  land  was  pulled  from  under  the  feet  of  the 
Lubicon  peoples  in  the  Northern  Territory,  that  was  a struggle.  The 


Maya  peoples  did  not  have  recognition  did  not  have  official  sponsor- 
ship when  they  were  buried  in  mass  graves  in  Guatemala.  There  still 
digging  them  up.  My  cousins  who  were  cut  up  in  the  Miskito  struggle 
during  the  Sandinista  reign  will  NEVER  BE  RECOGNIZED.  Personal 
friends  of  the  family,  Quechua-Inca  people  that  were  massacred  in 
front  of  their  village  in  the  Andes  Mountains  in  the  name  of  Communism 
did  not  have  sponsorship  did  not  have  recognition  DID  NOT  HAVE  A VOICE. 
A Big  Mountain  brother  who  came  over  last  year  talked  about  sometimes 
we  don't  have  water  sometimes  the  electricity  gets  shut  off,  "What 
about  human  rights???  The  struggle  for  human  rights, 
that  is  Native  Resistance!!!" 

Thank  You  Again,  loel  Montes  (Matagalpa-Men  of  the  hills) 


Sender:  triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu 
From:  Sahtu@aol.com 

STANFORD  INDIAN  GAMING  CONFERENCE 
April  20,  21,  1996  Stanford  University 

Registration  information  and  a DRAFT  agenda  follows.  A conference  brochure 
and  additional  conference  and  lodging  information  will  be  available  shortly. 

If  you  would  like  information  on  the  conference  send  your: 

Name 

Company/Tribe 

Address 

Phone 

Fax 

E-Mail  Address 

to  <marissa@leland . Stanford .edu>  or  Stanford  Indian  Gaming  Conference 

c/o  American  Indian  Program 

P.O.  Box  2990 

Stanford,  CA  94309 

Phone  (415)  725-6944 

Fax  (415)  725-6900 


REGISTRATION 

The  registration  fee  for  the  gaming  conference  is  $200  per  person  before 
March  15  and  $250  for  those  registering  after  March  15.  Full-time  student 
registration  (with  proof  of  student  status)  is  $95.  This  includes  admission 
to  all  conference  events,  conference  materials  and  meals.  Should  you  wish  to 
register  early  to  reserve  attendance,  you  may  send  a check  or  money  order 
(payable  to  Stanford  University)  to: 

Stanford  Indian  Gaming  Conference 
c/o  American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  Program 
P.O.  Box  2990 
Stanford,  CA  94309 
Please  include  your: 

Name 

Company/Tribe 

Address 

Phone 

Fax 

E-Mail  Address 


HOTEL  RESERVATIONS 

Some  block  reservations  have  been  made  for  the  nights  of  April  19  and  20, 
1996  at  the  following  hotels.  If  you  wish  to  claim  any  of  them  for  yourself 
or  your  party,  you  must  call  and  confirm  the  number  and  type  of  rooms,  etc. 
with  the  hotel.  A credit  card  number  will  be  required  for  confirmation. 

A list  of  other  hotels  in  the  Stanford  area  is  available.  Please  contact 
the  conference  organizers  for  a copy. 

It  is  advised  that  you  make  your  reservations  before  April  as  a great 
number  of  events  are  held  at  Stanford  during  this  season. 

Some  area  hotels  have  a limited  number  of  rooms  available  at  government 
rates  lower  than  the  weekend  rate.  Inquire  when  making  reservations. 


Holiday  Inn  Palo  Alto  (800)  874-3516 
625  El  Camino  Real 
Palo  Alto,  CA  94301 

- 60  rooms  blocked 

- approximately  $100/night 
Menlo  Park  Inn  (800)  327-1315 
1315  El  Camino  Real 

Menlo  Park,  CA 

- 20  rooms  blocked 

- $72/$77  single/double 

- CONFIRM  BY  END  OF  MARCH 

Best  Western  Creekside  Inn  (800)  49CREEK  [492-7335] 
3400  El  Camino  Real 
Palo  Alto,  CA  94306 

- 40  rooms  blocked 

- $80-$90/night 

- limited  shuttle  service  (5  person  capacity) 

- 15  singles  queen,  15  singles  king,  10  doubles 

- CONFIRM  BY  APRIL  10  (Conference  Code:  CR0000) 


The  California  Nevada  Indian  Gaming  Association  will  hold  its  April  meeting 
on  Friday,  April  19th  in  conjunction  with  the  Conference.  Contact  M.  Louise 
Walters,  Association  Executive,  at  (916)  448-8706  for  additional  information 


DRAFT  AGENDA 

Saturday,  April  20,  1996 

8:00  - Noon  Registration 

9:00  - 10:00  am  General  Assembly,  Welcome 
10:00  - 11:30  am 

Session:  National  Legal  Issues  in  Indian  Gaming. 

Discussion  of  IGRA,  implication  of  current  House  and  Senate  Bills, 
the  Seminole  v.  Florida  decision  and  11th  Amendment  issues. 

11:30  - 1:00  pm  Luncheon 

1:00  - 2:30  pm 

Session  1:  The  Future  of  Indian  Gaming  in  New  Mexico. 

Discussion  of  the  current  conflict  between  New  Mexico  tribes  and  the  state 
government  about  the  validity  of  gaming  compacts  and  the  legality  of  Indian 
casinos  within  the  state. 

Session  2:  Public  Relations  - Educating  the  Public  About  Indian  Gaming. 
Increasing  tribes'  lobbying  power,  investing  in  surrounding  non-Indian 
communities,  and  examining  casino  policies  toward  customers  can  affect  publi 
perception . 

2:30  - 3:00  pm  Coffee  Break 

3:00  - 4:30  pm 

Session  1:  Law  and  Order,  Regulatory  Issues,  Tribal  Courts. 

Tribal  Code  development,  enforcement  problems,  cooperation  with  state  and 
local  enforcement  agencies,  and  amendments  to  the  Title  31  Bank  Secrecy  Act 
that  would  allow  sting  operations  on  Indian  casinos. 

Session  2:  Public  Law  280  States. 

5:00  - 7:00  pm  Dinner 


Sunday,  April  21,  1996 

9:00  - 10:00  am  Continental  Breakfast 
10:00  - 11:30  am 

Session  1:  Gaming  as  a Means  to  an  End  - Tribal  Sovereignty. 

Challenging  stereotypes  of  Indians  as  people  without  business  expertise, 
justifications  as  to  why  different  tribes  may  or  may  not  choose  to  operate 
casinos,  such  as  the  potential  for  increased  economic  self-sufficiency  and 
religious  beliefs. 

Session  2:  Ongoing  Budget  Issues. 

Examining  where  tribes  are  in  the  legislative  process,  and  implications  of 
current  trends  in  federal  govt  towards  shrinking  government,  streamlining, 
cutting  the  budget  and  services.  Impact  of  continuing  resolution  (vs. 
appropriation)  budgets  on  tribes  and  the  pressure  that  this  puts  on  gaming 
operations . 


11:30  am  - Noon  Coffee  Break 
Noon  - 1:30  pm 

Session  l:Planning  for  the  future. 

Discussing  the  need  for  tribes  to  expand  their  economic  bases  and  make 
long-term  investments  both  on  and  off  the  reservation. 

1:30  - 3:00  pm  Luncheon 

3:00  - 4:30  pm 

Session:  Taking  Land  Into  Trust. 

City  of  Oacoma  v.  U.S.  Discussing  whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has 
the  authority  to  take  land  into  trust  since  the  1934  Indian  Reorganization 
Act,  or  whether  that  is  a congressional  power  that  cannot  be  delegated 
4:30  - 6:00  pm  Closing  Dinner 


INVITED  PANELISTS 

Bob  Anderson,  US  Department  of  Justice 

Manley  Begay,  JFK  School  of  Government,  Harvard  University 

Steve  Heeley,  Majority  Staff  Director,  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 

Rick  Hill,  Chairman,  National  Indian  Gaming  Association 

Sharon  House,  Tribal  Attorney,  Oneida 

Gay  Kingman,  National  Indian  Gaming  Association 

Patrice  Kunesh,  Attorney,  Mashatucket  Pequot  Tribe 

Tracy  LeBeau,  Council  of  Energy  Resource  Tribes 

Michael  Lombardi,  General  Manager,  Chumash  Casino,  Santa  Ynez,  CA 

Chris  McNeil,  Attorney,  Mashantucket  Pequot  Tribe,  D.C.  office 

Joe  Meyers,  Director,  Indian  Justice  Center 

Harold  Monteau,  Chairman,  National  Indian  Gaming  Commission 

Ann  Noto,  Junior  Partner,  Sonosky  Chambers  Sachse  & Endreson 

Anthony  Pico,  Viejas  Band  of  Kumeyaay  Indians 

Frank  Redner,  General  Manager,  Firefly  Creek  Casino,  MN 

Dan  Tucker,  California/Nevada  Indian  Gaming  Association 

for  more  information,  call: 

Nick  Cornelia  (408)  522-2238 
Gwen  Steirer  (408)  746-3841 

Sponsors  not  responsible  for  damage  or  loss  of  articles 


From  aisesnet_general@umt.umt.edu  Mon  Mar  11  16:42:48  1996 
Sender : aisesnet_general@umt .umt.edu 

Original  Sender:  pduran@wsu.edu  (Phil  Duran) 

Subject:  AISES  Region  I Conference 

AISES-WSU  now  has  a home  page  (http://www.wsu. edu : 8080/~duranp/aises . html) 
which  points  to  the  Region  I Conference  agenda  and  other  information. 

This  is  an  important  reminder  to  register  NOW  for  the  Region  I Conference. 

We  have  an  exciting  set  of  events  scheduled,  including  workshops,  tours, 
traditional  dinner,  and  the  pow-wow  at  the  end  of  the  conference. 

AISES  Region  I Conference 
Washington  State  University 
Pullman,  Washington 
March  29-30,  1996 

"Native  Perspectives  for  a Changing  World" 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  REGISTRATION  ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
DEADLINE:  March  11  to  reserve  dorm  room 

If  you're  late,  let  us  know  right  away  that 
you're  coming  (see  phone  # below). 

Fee:  $75 

$50  if  you're  not  staying  in  the  dorm 

For  information  and 

and  registration : Conferences  and  Institutes 

208  Van  Doren  Hall 
Washington  State  University 


Pullman,  WA  99164-5222 


(800)942-4978  fax:(509)335-0945 

wsuconf(3wsu . edu 

NOTE  TO  WSU  FACULTY,  STAFF,  and  STUDENTS: 

You  are  welcome  to  attend  some  of  the  workshops  without  registering,  but 
please  give  seating  priority  to  those  with  badges  who  have  registered  and 
paid.  If  you  do  not  register  for  the  conference  but  want  to  attend  the 
dinner,  please  donate  $25  at  the  registration  desk.  We  will  not  collect 
money  or  tickets  at  the  dinner. 

REGISTRATION  DEADLINE: 

To  reserve  a dorm  room  (two  nights),  you  need  to  register  by  March  11. 

After  this  date,  remaining  dorm  rooms  will  be  released  to  the  University 
for  other  guests. 

TRADITIONAL  DINNER: 

We  are  excited  about  plans  for  the  traditional  dinner  on  Friday  evening, 
led  by  the  Umatilla  women  who  have  agreed  to  lead  a seven-drums  ceremony. 

They  are  being  supported  by  the  Native  Women  of  the  Palouse.  We  are  not 
advertising  or  selling  tickets  for  the  dinner.  The  cost  of  all  meals, 
including  the  dinner,  is  included  in  the  registration  fee.  No 
banquet/dinner  tickets  will  be  issued. 

SOCIAL  EVENTS: 

Friday  night  events  to  choose  from  after  the  dinner  include  a planetarium 
show  and  a Talking  Circle  facilitated  Umatilla  elder  Elizabeth  lones  who 
will  share  traditional  knowledge  and  inspirational  messages. 

TOURS: 

Several  concurrent  tours  will  be  available  to  choose  from  on  Saturday  morning. 


From:  GailWild  <gwildl9@idt.vivid.net> 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 
Subject:  SE  pow  wow  schedule 
March  15-17-17 

Savannah,  GA 

Native  American  Cultural  Exchange  Festival  and  Pow  wow 
March  29-30 

Summerville,  SC 

6th  Annual  Edisto  Indian  Festival 
Info:  1-803-871-2126 
March  29-30-31 

Tallahassee,  FL 

4th  Annual  Tallahassee  Pow  wow. 

Tom  Brown  Park 
Info:  1-912-377-2784 
April  12-13-14 
Dalton,  GA 

2nd  Annual  American  Indian  Pow  wow  and  Festival 
North  Georgia  Fairgrounds 
NO  Competition 

Info:  1-706-277-5358  or  1-706-935-2013 
Hollister,  NC 

30th  Annual  HaliwaSaponi  Pow  wow 

Competition 

Info:  1-919-586-4017 

Hickory,  NC 

Salute  to  the  Woodlands  Nations 
NO  Competition 
Info:  1-770-735-6275 
April  13-14 

Childersburg,  AL 

21st  Annual  Indian  Dance  and  Crafts  Festival 
DeSoto  Caverns 
Info:  1-205-735-6275 
April  26-27-28 

Alexander,  AL 


Lone  Eagle's  Legacy  at  Wind  Creek  State  Park 

Cherokee  Trust 

Competition 

Info:  1-334-541-2505 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

lanet  Smith,  Mary  Dog  Soldier  , Linda  Manyguns,  Marvin  and  Linda  Summerfield, 
Gayle  Russell,  R.  Paton,  Lisa  Faruolo,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 
Chuck  McAfee,  David  Williams,  A.  I.  M.,  lack  Hicks,  David  Goyette, 

Sandy  Sunderland,  Bernard  and  Feather  Rock,  Lawrence  A.  Shorty 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Mar  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

Genie  email 


Subject:  7th  Annual  U.of  Maryland  Pow  Wow 

Original  Sender:  war2@dcez.com  (William  Reeves  II) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Terrapin  Society-Native  American  Student  Union  will  Host  the 

7th  Annual  U.  of  Maryland  Spring  Pow  Wow 

April  13-14,  1996 

Preinkert  Field  House 

College  Park,  Maryland 

Head  Staff: 

HOST  DRUM--Mandaree  Singers,  Lead  Singer  Sidrick  "Mister"  Baker,  Hidatsa-Cree 
Ft.  Berthold  Reservation 
New  Town,  North  Dakota 

M.C. Bob  Tennequer,  Comanche-Laguna  Pueblo 

Arlington,  Virginia 

A.D. Clayton  Old  Elk,  Crow 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 
Head  Dancers: 

3oe  White  Eagle,  Ho-Chunk 
Baraboo,  Wisconsin 
Toni  Fitzpatrick,  Kiowa-Crow 
Falls  Church,  Virginia 
Color  Guard: 

D.C.  Metro  VEVITA 

Color  Sargeant,  Max  Little,  Seminole 
THIS  IS  A TRADITIONAL  GATHERING!!!  No  Dance  Competition! 

Saturday  Evening  Meal  for  Head  Staff,  Singers  and  Dancers 
Grand  Entries:  1PM  and  6PM  on  Saturday 
1PM  on  Sunday 

Doors  Open  to  the  Public  @ 10  AM 

No  Drugs,  Alcohol  or  Attitudes  will  be  permitted!!!! 

THIS  EVENT  WILL  BENEFIT  THE  TERRAPIN  SOCIETY  NATIVE  AMERICAN  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND. 
Booth  Space  is  still  available.  The  fee  for  the  weekend  is  $125  and  we  will 
have  a limit  of  25-30  for  the  weekend. 


Additional  Pow  Wow  Information: 

Will  Reeves(Mandan-Hidatsa)  at  (301)  977-7663 
E-Mail — war2@dcez.com  (Home) 

wreeves@ihs.ssw.dhhs.gov  (work) 
William  A.  Reeves  II 
(Home)war2@dcez . com 
(Work)wreeves@ihs . ssw. dhhs . gov 


Date:  Tue,  12  Mar  1996  20:33:38  -0600 
Subject:  Trail  of  Tears  Symposium 

Original  Sender:  ltate@hiwaay.net  (Les  Tate) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Trail  of  Tears  Symposium  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Inaugural 
Meeting  of  the  Trail  of  Tears  Association  at  the  Riverfront  Hilton  Inn  in 
North  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  on  April  17-18,  1996. 

The  following  is  a synopsis  of  the  schedule.  (To  save  space,  I am  using  ToT 
as  abbreviation  for  Trail  of  Tears) 


Tuesday 

April 

16 

6:30pm 

Early  Bird  Reception 

Wednesday 

April 

17 

8:30am 

ToT  Association  Plenary  Session 

9:30am 

Introduction  to  the  Trail  of  Tears 

10:15am 

ToT  Assn  State  Caucus  Meetings 

11:45am 

Keynote  Luncheon 

1:00pm 

Welcome  and  Introduction 

1:15pm 

Early  Indian  Settlement  to  Governmental 

Policy  Focusing  on  Dacksonian  policy 

2:15pm 

The  Cherokee  Removal 

3:15pm 

The  Creek  Removal 

4:00pm 

The  Choctaw  Removal 

6:00pm 

Reception 

7 : 00pm 

ToT  Assn  Benefit  Dinner  ($50/person) 

Thursday 

April 

18 

8:30am 

ToT  Assn  Plenary  Session  (gen'l  business) 

10:00am 

Notable  Trail  Sites  in  Arkansas 

11:00am 

New  Research  - New  Findings:  Recent  ToT  Research 

12:00 

Luncheon 

1:30pm 

Panel  Discussion  (symposium  speakers) 

Registration  deadline  is  March  22:  after  this  date  add  $5/person  late 
fee. Non-member  registration,  $50/personj  Members,  $30/person.  Make  checks 
payable  to  Trail  of  Tears  Association.  Mail  name,  address,  etc.  (and  check) 
to  Trail  of  Tears  Symposium,  American  Indian  Center  of  Arkansas,  1100  N. 
University,  Suite  133,  Little  Rock,  AR  72207-6344.  Vendors  and  display  space 
available  at  $50/unit.  Call  AICA  at  (501)  666-9032  for  details. 

"RE : Sunbow5  Walk  Completion  Ceremony"  

Date:  Sat,  3 Feb  1996  13:34:09  -0800 
From:  iesercsb@rain .org  (David  Williams) 

Sub j : Sunbow5  Walk  for  the  Earth 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[SUNB0W5 ] 02-03-96 

Yesterday  morning  the  Sunbow5  Walk  for  The  Earth  held  its  public  completion 
ceremony,  per  originally  scheduled  date,  at  the  water  on  East  Beach  in 
Santa  Barbara  with  60-70  participants  including  the  remaining  walkers  who 
then  left  caravaning  eastward.  This  public  ceremony  was  preceded  by  over  a 
week  of  meetings  and  ceremonies  at  closed  camps  with  the  local  native 
people  and  many  who  had  come  to  town  for  this  occasion.  This  was  a major 
spiritual  happening  in  Santa  Barbara  with  little  public  interaction  due  to 
the  intensity  of  the  times  reflected  in  the  elder  William  Commanda's 
message  about  the  Seven  Fires  Wampum  Belt  Prophecy  Message  which  directs 


all  people  to  take  immediate  spiritual  action  (this  year  may  be  in  time, 
next  year  may  be  too  late),  in  response  to  the  cry  of  the  earth,  to  avert 
total  destruction:  Treat  one  another  and  all  life  with  deep  respect,  love, 
and  forgiveness;  put  not  faith  in  money  or  majority  rule  political  process, 
rather  in  a unanimity  of  agreement  which  will  replace  the  money  system; 

Unite  all  the  "races"  of  humanity  as  the  one  human  race. 

"RE : Cleveland  AIM/Chief  Wahoo"  

Date:  Sun,  10  Mar  1996  20:52:15  -0500 
From:  philncleve@aol.com 

Sub j : Cleveland  AIM  plans  demontrations  against  "Chief  Wahoo" 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

As  another  baseball  season  approaches,  the  Cleveland  Chapter  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement  has  scheduled  a series  of  demonstrations  to  protest  the  use 
of  "Chief  Wahoo"  by  the  Cleveland  professional  baseball  club. The  right  to 
hold  these  demonstrations  on  stadium  property  was  won  in  a federal  lawsuit 
last  year.  The  demonstrations  will  be  held  at  the  East  9th  Street  entrance 
to  Dacobs  Field  in  downtown  Cleveland  on  the  following  dates  and  times: 

April  1,  7,  20,  21  at  11:30  a.m. 

May  1,  18,  23  at  5:30  p.m. 

May  19  at  11:30  a.m. 

Dune  8,  9,  22,  23  at  11:30  a.m. 

Duly  6,7,20,21  at  11:30  a.m. 

August  3,4,18,25  at  11:30  a.m. 

September  demonstrations  have  yet  to  be  scheduled.  For  more  information 
contact : 

Cleveland  AIM 
2012  W.  25th  St. 

Room  515 

Cleveland,  OH  44113 
216-641-8684 

"RE:  High  Arctic  Exiles"  

Date:  Sun,  10  Mar  1996  12:30:40  -0500 
From:  jhicks@nunavut . ca  (Dack  Hicks) 

Sub j : High  Arctic  Exiles  2:  Bitterness  over  lack  of  apology 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Further  to  my  post  of  yesterday  regarding  a possible  settlement  between 
the  High  Arctic  Exiles  and  the  Government  of  Canada: 

Yesterday's  (March  9,  1996)  Globe  and  Mail  ran  a very  short  article  which 
said  that  "Indian  Affairs  Minister  Ron  Irwin  said  in  an  interview  yesterday 
that  nothing  is  final  and  the  matter  has  not  gone  to  cabinet." 

The  following  is  the  text  of  an  article  which  ran  in  yesterday's  (March  9, 
1996)  Ottawa  Citizen. 

Dack  Hicks 


[accompanying  the  article  is: 

1)  a photograph  of  Gordon  Robertson  (former  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council  -- 
senior  bureaucratic  in  the  federal  government),  with  the  quote:  "I  don't 
think  for  a minute  that  they  suffered  any  real  hardship.  I am  completely 
baffled  by  the  compensation.  The  reasons  for  the  move  was  to  improve  the 
lot  of  these  people  and  I think  they  were  better  off." 

2)  a map  showing  the  route  taken  by  the  ship  which  carried  the  High  Arctic 
Exiles  from  Inukjuak  to  Craig  Harbour  and  Resolute  Bay,  and 

3)  a basic  chronology  of  events: 

1953  --  Fifty  Inuit  are  relocated  2,000  kilometres  via  icebreakers  from 
Port  Harrison  (Inukjuak)  and  Pond  Inlet  to  Craig  Harbour  and 


Resolute  bay  in  the  High  Arctic. 

1955  --  Thirty-six  more  Inuit  are  moved  from  Inukjuak. 

1969  --  Over  the  next  16  years,  six  families  move  back  to  Inukjuak. 

1977  --  Report  for  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  states  the  move  was  partly 
made  to  occupy  the  Far  North.  It  observes  "no  doubt  sovereignty  was 
of  concern  to  some. 

1989  --  Makivic  (sic)  Corporation,  the  Inuit  development  corporation  in 

Quebec,  requests  $10  milklion  in  compensation  for  original  19 
relocated  families. 

1990  --  House  of  Commons  committee's  unanimous  report  recommends  apology  to 

Inuit  and  consideration  of  compensation.  Government  rejects  it. 

1994  --  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples  recommends  government 

apologize  and  compensate  Inuit  for  relocation. 

1995  --  Inuit  families  request  $28-million  compensation  package  and  apology 

from  government.] 

BITTERNESS  OVER  LACK  OF  APOLOGY  HAUNTS  INUIT  DEAL 
by  lack  Aubry,  Citizen  aboriginal  affairs  writer 
Iqaluit,  N.W.T. 

What's  done  is  done,  what's  gone  is  gone 
We  must  put  the  past  behind 
And  set  a course  for  better  times 
When  freedom's  lost  nobody  ever  wins 
I can't  wait  until  my  ship  comes  in 

-'Kajusita'  ('My  Ship  Comes  in') 
by  the  Inuit  singing  duo  'Tudjaat' 

The  healing  lyrics  written  by  a descendant  of  the  High  Arctic  exiles  show 
that  reconciliation  between  the  Inuit  and  federal  government  may  be 
possible . 

But  a $10-million  tentative  settlement  reached  here  this  week  with  the 
Inuit  has  left  bitterness  on  both  sides.  Some  of  the  exiles,  a name  they 
gave  given  themselves,  are  vowing  to  continue  their  fight  for  an  apology 
from  the  government  despite  the  agreement. 

And  Gordon  Robertson,  a former  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council  who  was  deputy 
minister  of  the  department  that  masterminded  the  moves,  says  he  is  baffled 
by  the  compensation  package  being  given  to  the  Inuit. 

Eighty-six  Inuit  were  relocated  in  1953  and  1955  from  Inukjuak  in  northern 
Quebec  over  a distance  of  2,000  kilometres  to  Resolute  Bay  and  Craig 
Harbour  in  the  High  Arctic. 

The  negotiated  settlement  features  a $10-million  compensation  package  --  an 
$8  million  trust  fund  for  the  exiles'  families  and  $2-million  in  direct 
cash  --  and  a reconciliation  statement.  The  statement  does  not  include  an 
apology,  but  rather  recognition  of  the  Inuit 's  contribution  to  Canada's  Far 
North  and  the  "pain,  suffering  and  hardship"  they  faced  in  the  first  years 
of  the  move  due  to  poor  planning  by  the  government. 

The  17  Inuit  families,  who  were  split  up  on  the  icebreaker  into  the  two 
communities,  say  they  were  dumped  on  the  shore  of  the  communities  without 
housing  and  were  forced  to  scrounge  for  food  at  the  military  base  while 
adjusting  to  dark  winters.  They  also  say  the  government  broke  its  promise 
to  return  them  to  Quebec  on  request  while  they  adjusted  to  the  dark  winters 
of  the  Arctic. 

The  75  Inuit  assembled  for  the  week-long  meeting  signed  the  settlement, 
but  said  they  were  accepting  the  deal  without  an  apology  only  for  the  elders 
before  they  die. 

In  a telephone  interview  from  his  home  in  Rockcliffe,  Robertson  said  he  is 
gratified  that  the  settlement  has  no  apology  and  it  specifies  the  former 
government  officials  involved  in  the  move  were  acting  with  honorable 
intentions . 

"I'm  pleased  to  see  that.  That  means  they  have  vindicated  the  RCMP  and  the 
government  officials." 

But  he  said  Canadians  should  be  asking  themselves  why  the  Inuit  are 
receiving  the  compensation,  especially  when  the  country  is  in  such 
financial  difficulty. 

"I  don't  think  for  a minute  that  they  suffered  any  real  hardship.  I am 


completely  baffled  by  the  compensation.  The  reasons  for  the  move  was  to 
improve  the  lot  of  these  people  and  I think  they  were  better  off , " said 
Robertson . 

He  said  Resolute  Bay  and  Grise  Fiord  where  the  Inuit  were  settled  are 
considered  the  two  most  prosperous  settlements  in  the  Far  North. 

The  absence  of  an  apology  contradicts  the  recommendation  of  three  different 
bodies  that  issued  reports  this  decade  recommending  one.  A House  of  Commons 
committee,  the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Commission  and  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Aboriginal  Peoples  also  recommended  compensation. 

Indian  Affairs  Minister  Ron  Irwin  declined  to  comment  on  the  tentative 
settlement,  which  he  is  expected  to  sign  in  Inukjuak  by  the  end  of  the 
month.  But  a spokesman  in  his  office  said  Irwin  is  still  committed  to 
seeking  reconciliation. 

Inuit  leader  John  Amagoalik,  one  of  the  exiles,  credited  Irwin  for  pushing 
the  matter  and  getting  it  through  cabinet,  despite  the  objections  of  the 
former  bureaucrats. 

Markoosie  Patsauq,  54,  said  the  compensation  means  little  to  him  without 
the  apology.  He  said  he  will  use  his  $23,000  share  of  the  direct 
compensation  on  a new  snowmobile,  hunting  equipment  and  fishing  nets. 

A welfare  agent  in  Resolute  Bay,  he  says  he  has  "lots  of  customers"  in  the 
community.  Now  the  father  of  eight  children  Patsauq  was  relocated  in  1953 
with  his  family  even  though  he  had  tuberculosis  a few  months  earlier.  He 
said  he  spent  three  years  in  a hospital  in  the  south  apart  from  his  family 
when  he  was  finally  diagnosed. 

Emily  Dederick,  a descendant  of  an  exile  family,  now  lives  in  Ottawa  and 
says  she  plans  to  protest  on  Parliament  Hill  until  the  government 
apologizes . 

Madeline  Allakariallak,  along  with  cousin  Pheobe  Atagotaaluk,  has  formed 
'Tudjaat'  --  'land  of  gravel'  in  Inuktitut  --  a throat-singing  duo  named 
after  Resolute  Bay.  With  the  help  of  Inuit  singer  Susan  Aglukark,  the  duo 
recently  landed  a record  contract  with  Sony  and  have  released  a CD  with 
songs  about  the  north  and  the  relocation. 

Allakariallak,  who  is  the  grand-daughter  of  an  exile,  said  it  is  "weird  and 
confusing"  that  the  government  is  providing  compensation  without  an 
apology. 

"It  is  like  they  are  trying  to  buy  our  silence  from  us,"  she  said. 

But  Allakariallak  also  feels  that  the  tentative  settlement,  even  if  not 
perfect,  will  allow  the  exiles  to  turn  the  page  and  move  on. 

"Maybe  it  is  time  that  it  rests  and  we  put  the  pain  to  sleep." 

"RE : Natives  Against  New  York  Taxation"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Mar  1996  23:23:39  -0500 

From:  sfuwki@scfn. thpl.lib.fi. us  (David  Goyette) 

Sub j : Native  people  unite  against  New  York  taxation 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

FIRST  NATIONS  BUSINESS  LEAGUE 

IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  FEBRUARY  24,  1996 
CONTACT:  ROSS  L.  30HN,  SR. 

(718)  0342300  (Radisson  Hotel  - February  24th) 

(716)  5324449  (Home-  February  25th) 

(716)  549-0090  (Native  Business  Association) 

NATIVE  PEOPLE  UNITE  AGAINST  NEW  YORK  TAXATION 

Buffalo,  New  York  (February  24,  1996)  --Native  people  have  formed  the 
First  Nations  Business  League  to  defend  the  sovereignty  of  Indian  Nations 
and  Territories  in  the  face  of  New  York  State's  recent  taxation 
regulations . 

The  group  will  begin  meeting  weekly  with  the  next  meeting  scheduled  on 
Saturday,  March  2,  1996,  hosted  by  this  Unkechaugs  on  Long  Island. 

The  historic  two-day  symposium  drew  more  than  200  participants  from 
tribes  including  Seneca,  Mohawk,  Dio  Wan  Do  Onondaga  Nation  of  People, 


Oneida,  Cayuga,  Tuscarora,  Unkechaug,  and  Shinnecock.  Independent  business 
people  and  tribal  representatives  attended.  Robert  Perry,  a Chickasaw  from 
Oklahoma,  also  participated. 

Among  organizations  represented  are  the  Native  Business  Association, 
Seneca  Nation  Tribal  Council/Task  Force,  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribe,  Mohawk 
Anti-Tax  Steering  Committee,  Ganiengeh  Territory,  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  Unkechaug  Businesses,  Iroquois  Business  Association, 

Shinnecock  Outpost  Retail  Businesses,  Akwesasne  Mohawk  Council,  Akwesasne 
Petroleum  Cooperative,  Mohawk  Chamber  of  Commerce  Akwesasne,  Kanienkehaka 
Warrior  Society,  (Akwesasne,  Kahnawake  and  Ganiengeh  Territories, 

Concerned  Citizens  of  Tonawanda,  and  Onondaga  Nation  Die  Wan  Do  Territory. 

Ross  L.  John,  Sr.,  a Seneca  from  the  Cattaraugus  Territory,  Chairman  of 
the  Native  Business  Association,  which  sponsored  the  symposium,  said,  "We 
speak  in  one  equal  voice  when  we  say  that  we  will  not  be  treated  as  other 
than  sovereign  nations." 

New  York  State  Tax  Commissioner,  Michael  Urbach  on  February  20,  1996 
adopted  regulations  regarding  the  collection  of  taxes  from  sales  to  non- 
Native  Americans  on  Indian  territories,  which  will  be  implemented  within 
120  days. 

Participants  pointed  to  President  Clinton's  April,  1994  remarks:  "In 
every  relationship  between  our  people,  our  first  principle  must  be  to 
respect  your  right  to  remain  who  you  are,  and  to  live  the  way  you  wish  to 
live...  I reaffirm  our  commitment  to  self-determination  for  tribal 
governments . " 

Kakwirakeron , a Mohawk,  said:,  "We  have  come  to  the  point  where  we  have 
learned  our  lessons  from  mistakes  we  have  made  in  the  past.  We  have  never 
relinquished  our  sovereignty  nor  given  any  foreign  government  authority  to 
tax  our  Nations.  We  will  continue  to  be  sovereign  forever. 

Our  people  have  lived  side  by  side  for  seven  generations  with  the 
formalized  union  called  the  United  States  of  America  and  have  never 
submitted  to  their  jurisdiction,"  he  continued. 

"We  are  not  going  to  be  the  generation  that  will  sign  a taxing  compact 
with  the  State  of  New  York." 

The  gathering  called  upon  Governor  George  E.  Pataki  to  rescind  the  Tax 
Commissioner's  decision. 

The  First  Nations  Business  League  encouraged  consumers  to  write  to 
Governor  Pataki  about  the  negative  economic  impact  the  New  York  State  tax 
regulations  would  cause  them. 

Full  Statement  Adopted  Follows  on  Next  Page. 

At  a meeting  of  the  First  Nations  Business  League  on  February  23,  1996, 
the  following  was  adopted  as  the  statement  of  the  meeting: 

The  Federal  Government  of  the  United  States  (and  other  states)  do  not 
have  the  authority  to  impose  taxation  upon  any  other  sovereign  nation  in 
the  world.  They  cannot  legally  nor  constitutionally  impose  taxation  upon  a 
foreign  government  without  that  nation's  expressed  consent. 

The  Iroquois  Confederacy  and  the  individual  nations  of  the  Confederacy 
and  the  Algonquin  Nations  have  never  relinquished  our  sovereignty.  We  have 
never  consented  to  give  any  foreign  nation  the  authority  to  tax  our  people. 

The  United  States  and  New  York  State  have  been  in  existence  for  220 
years.  Canada  has  been  in  existence  for  only  129  years.  In  all  of  that 
time,  the  Iroquois  Confederacy,  the  individual  nations  and  other  sister 
nations  have  never  given  those  foreign  nations  the  authority  to  tax  our 
nations . 

Whether  our  governments  have  been  at  their  greatest  strength  nor  at 
their  weakest  point,  no  government  body  has  ever  signed  any  document,  nor 
given  any  expressed  consent  to  authorize  any  foreign  government  to  tax  us. 

We,  the  present  generation,  enjoy  our  tax  free  benefits  because  of  the 
wisdom  and  strength  of  our  forefathers.  We  have  an  obligation  to  the 
unborn  generation  that  they  will  continue  to  enjoy  those  same  benefits. 

It  is  up  to  us,  the  present  living  generation,  to  ensure  that  no  present 
government  official  or  officials,  of  any  Band  Council,  Tribal  Council, 
Nation  Council  or  Confederacy  Council  or  any  other  person  or  persons 
claiming  to  be  an  official  give  any  foreign  government  the  authority  to 
tax  us.  To  do  so  would  invite  extreme  shame  upon  our  generation  by  all  the 
unborn  generations  to  come. 


Our  Nations  will  always  meet  and  discuss  with  any  other  sovereign  any 
matter  of  mutual  interest.  But  any  such  discussion  must  be  only  a 
sovereign  to  sovereign  utilizing  appropriate  diplomatic  channels  utilizing 
acceptable  inter-nation  protocol. 

NATIVE  ORGANIZATION  ADOPTS  MISSION  STATEMENT 

lamesville,  New  York  --  (March  10,  1996)  --  The  First  Nations  Business 

League  adopted  a mission  statement  that  reaffirms  solidarity  on  the 
issue  of  sovereignty,  during  a weekend  conference  in  lamesvilie,  near 
Syracuse,  New  York. 

The  First  Nations  Business  League  is  a coalition  of  independent 
native  businessmen  and  women  and  participants  from  Indian  Nations  and 
Territories,  The  organization  was  established  to  defend  the  sovereignty 
of  Native  Nations,  especially  in  the  face  of  taxation  regulations  recently 
adopted  by  New  York  State. 

First  Nations  Business  League  delegates  are  meeting  weekly,  with  the 
next  session  scheduled  for  Saturday,  March  16,  1996,  on  the  Oneida 
Territory . 

The  mission  statement  follows  on  Page  Two. 

Further  information: 

Ross  L.  John,  Sr.,  Chairman,  Seneca  Territories  (716)  549-0090 
Harry  WalLace,  Unkechaug  Territory  (516)  281-4143 
Philip  Tarbell,  Mohawk  Territory  (515)  358-3044 

First  Nations  Business  League 
MISSION  STATEMENT 

The  mission  of  the  First  Nations  Business  League  is  to  express  the 
sovereignty  position  of  the  original  nations  on  this  part  of  Mother  Earth, 
and  to  promote,  defend,  and  exercise  our  sovereign  right  to  conduct  trade 
and  commerce. 

This  expression  of  sovereignty  by  the  First  Nations  Business  League  is 
consistent  with  the  universal  definition  of  sovereignty  accepted  by  the 
United  Nations  and  the  international  Community. 

We  have  valid  treaties  with  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Those  nations 
continually  violate  virtually  all  articles  of  those  treaties  and 
principles  of  Sovereignty  as  defined  by  the  international  community. 

The  First  Nations  Business  League  is  actively  working  to  unify  the 
original  nations  in  the  common  struggle  to  protect  the  inherent  powers  of 
our  people  to  assert  our  sovereignty. 

Currently,  both  Canada  and  the  United  States  are  attempting  to  impose 
illegal  tax  collecting  schemes  on  the  First  Nations  and  their  people.  To 
accomplish  this,  they  are  threatening  to  use  military  force  to  crush  any 
resistance. 

The  First  Nations  Business  League,  in  consultation  with  the  people, 
leaders,  and  legal  counsel  are  working  to  develop  the  necessary  strategies 
to  resist  this  unlawful  imposition  on  our  sovereignty. 

David  Goyette 
Co-director 

First  Nations  Resource  Network,  Inc/Red  Sticks  Press 
PO  Box  59 

St  Petersburg,  FI  33731 

813-821-6604 

813-821-8804  fax/bbs 

sfuwki@scfn.thpl . lib . f 1 . us 

90:3603/264 

1:3603/390 


"RE ; NMAI"  

Date:  Wed,  6 Mar  1996  15:17:26  -0500 
From:  wasicuwin@aol.com 
Sub j : NMAI 


Mailing  List: 


NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle. ma .us) 


NMAI,  recently  mentioned  in  a post  about  magazines  is  the  Smithsonian's 
National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian.  The  only  branch  open  at  the  moment 
is  the  one  at  Battery  Park  in  the  Old  Customs  House  in  Manhattan.  The  main 
division,  scheduled  to  be  built  on  the  last  vacant  spot  on  the  mall  in 
Wahington  D.C.  is  running  into  financial  problems.  Although  the  fundraising 
efforts  from  donations  and  memberships  are  right  on  schedule,  the  U.S. 
government  is  threatening  to  renege  on  it's  promised  contribution.  (Imagine 
that!  the  government  lying  to  the  Indians!!!) 

The  famous,  or  perhaps  infamous  (some  items  should  be  repatriated)  Heye 
collection  was  taken  over  by  the  Smithsonian.  All  items  are  essentially  in 
storage  and  unavailable  to  the  public.  The  NMAI  has  a very  artsy/craftsy 
exhibit  which  although  beautiful,  has  little  substance  to  anyone  trying  to 
learn  about  any  specific  tribe  or  any  cultural  information  prior  to  the  1990s. 

In  1994,  during  my  first  visit  to  the  museum,  I was  upset  when  I walked 
into  the  two  gift  shops.  Most  distressing  was  a blatantly  displayed  book  by 
William  Fenton  entitled  The  False  Faces  of  the  Iroquois.  The  cover  of  the 
book  had  a large  photo  of  a False  Face  mask.  The  Haudenosaunee  council  had 
previously  issued  an  official  written  proclamation  clearly  stating  that 
Iroquois  Medicine  Masks  are  not  to  be  in  the  hands  of  non-Iroquois,  that  they 
are  not  to  be  displayed,  photographed,  drawn,  and  that  those  in  possession  of 
institutions  should  immediately  be  repatriated.  A second  concern  of  mine 
that  day  was  the  availability  for  sale  of  a video  entitled  "The  Great  Indian 
Wars  1840-1890'  produced  by  Dan  Dalton  Productions  which  claimed  to  be 
re-creations  of  famous  battles.  Having  this  video  in  my  personal  collection 
of  the  good,  the  bad,  and  the  ugly,  I know  that  it  contains,  not 
re-creations,  but  clips  from  all  the  old  films  of  the  40s  and  50s  which  would 
only  serve  to  reinforce  stereotypes  and  distort  history.  I immediately  sent 
a letter  off  to  Rick  West  about  these  two  major  issues  and  several  minor 
concerns.  He  responded,  explaining  that  the  Smithsonian  controls  the  gift 
shops  and  that  he  was  forwarding  my  letter  to  them.  Having  spoken  to  Rick  on 
previous  social  occasions,  I have  no  doubt  he  recognized  the  validity  of  my 
complaint 

During  two  subsequent  visits,  the  offensive  items  were  not  in  the  gift 
shops,  however  just  this  past  Sunday  I,  again,  found  the  book  blatantly 
displayed  in  direct  violation  of  Haudenosaunee  wishes  and  the  same  video, 
again,  on  sale.  Another  letter  has,  of  course,  gone  off  to  people  in  charge, 
but  this  time  I've  sent  carbon  copies  to  some  key  people  I know  among  the 
Haudenosaunee. 

It  is  nice  to  know  that  the  Smithsonian  is  employing  NAtive  people  at  the 
museum  but  when  they  continue  to  retain  human  remains  and  spiritual  items  and 
when  they  continue  to  totally  ignore  the  beliefs  of  the  people  they  proclaim 
to  honor,  it  is  time  for  them  to  be  deluged  with  letters  of  complaint.  If 
any  of  you  visit  the  museum  and  see  either  of  these  items  or  anything  else 
that  you  deem  inappropriate  or  offensive,  please  write  and  let  them  know. 

As  for  the  new  museum  scheduled  for  D.C.,  perhaps  we  should  write  congress 
and  insist  that  it  is  time  the  government  kept  a promise  to  our  native 
populations . 

Sken:nen  kenhak,  Sandy 

"RE : Request  for  School  Children"  

Date:  Fri,  8 Mar  1996  11:18:23  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Request  from  Rock  Family  at  Leech  Lake  Rez 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

O' siyo. 

Our  local  public  elementary  school  now  has  access  to  the  internet. 

We  are  very  excited  about  to  prospect  of  our  students  _and_  the  teachers 
being  able  to  learn  about  the  First  Nations  and  the  original  people  of  this 
land  from  Indian  people  themselves. 

We  are  asking  for  individuals  from  this  mailing  list  to  send  greetings  to 


the  students  and  teachers  at  the  Cass  Lake-Bena  School  District  to  inspire 
them  to  use  and  develop  this  tool  of  education  to  gain  greater 
understanding  of  the  many  First  Nations  and  the  true  history  and 
contemporary  lives  of  Indian  People. 

We  hope  that  you  will  send  them  greetings,  with  a little  bit  of  your  own 
personal  history  and  heritage. 

the  e-mail  address  is:  0115cbel@InfoMNs.K12.mn.us 

Mii  Gwetch  and  Wa  do  : ) 

Bernard  and  Feather  Rock 

Grandparents  of  Cass  Lake-Bena  School  District  students 
Leech  Lake  Reservation  in  northern  Minnesota 

- — "RE:  Tobacco  Seeds"  

Date:  Fri,  19  Ian  1996  11:05:36  -0700 

From:  lshorty@unm.edu  (lawrence  anthony  shorty) 

Sub j : tobacco  seeds  wanted  for  seed  bank 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I am  a Navajo-Choctaw  who  is  helping  to  develop  a seed  bank  for  Native 
American  tobacco  (Nicotiana)  varieties  and  am  looking  for  additional 
seeds.  I developed  a living  seed  bank  here  at  the  University  of  New 
Mexico  that  specializes  in  traditional  Native  American  tobacco  varieties 
--  that  is,  types  raised  or  collected  by  specific  tribes  for  traditional 
uses  (prayers,  offerings,  ceremonies,  etc). 

If  you  are  a Native  American  and  you  need  some  seeds  of  your  tribe's  (or 
of  a nearby  tribe,  if  I don't  have  your's)  to  grow  for  traditional 
purposes,  then  contact  me  at  my  email  address.  In  some  instances  I also 
have  dried  leaves.  Please  spread  the  word  about  the  bank.  Equally 
important,  if  you  already  have  seeds,  please  send  me  some,  so  that  I can 
add  them  to  the  bank,  grow  them,  and  harvest  fresh  seeds  for  other 
members  of  your  tribe.  So  far  I only  have  about  50  tribes  represented. 

These  services  are  being  offered  at  no  cost,  as  long  as  you  agree  to  use 
the  resulting  tobacco  only  for  traditional  purposes,  and  not  for  everyday 
smoking.  Remember,  tobacco  is  an  extremely  powerful,  sacred,  and 
dangerous  plant.  If  you  use  it  improperly,  it  will  kill  you. 

Lawrence  A.  Shorty 
424  Yale  S.E.  #4 
Albuquerque,  N.M.  87106 
(505)  254-8503 
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Message-ID:  <wotanging-ikche04_012@netcom. com> 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw-LjNATCHAT  & 

NATIVE-L  listservers;  AISESnet;  UUCP  & Genie  email; 
gopher : //gopher . igc . ape . org/0. /or gs /urban hab/ . RPE/10; 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. Canada, soc . culture. native , alt . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include j in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"The  white  people  never  cared  for  land  or  deer  or  bear.  When  we  Indians 
kill  meatj  we  eat  it  all  up.  When  we  dig  rootSj  we  make  little  holes. 
When  we  built  housej  we  make  little  holes.  When  we  burn  grass  for 
grasshoppersj  we  don't  ruin  things.  We  shake  down  acorns  and  pinenuts. 

We  don't  chop  down  trees.  We  use  only  dead  wood.  But  the  white  people 
plow  up  the  groundj  pull  down  the  treeSj  kill  everything.  The  tree  saySj 
'Don't.  I am  sore.  Don't  hurt  me.'  But  they  chop  it  down  and  cut  it 
up.  The  spirit  of  the  land  hates  them.  They  blast  out  trees  and  stir  up 
its  depth.  They  saw  up  the  trees.  That  hurts  them.  The  Indians  never 
hurt  anythingj  but  the  white  people  destroy  all.  They  blast  rocks  and 
scatter  them  on  the  ground.  The  rocks  sayj  'Don't.  You  are  hurting 
me.'  But  the  white  people  pay  no  attention.  When  the  Indians  use  rockSj 
they  take  little  round  ones  for  cooking." 

"How  can  the  Spirit  of  the  Earth  like  the  white  man?" 

"Everywhere  the  white  man  has  touched  itj  it  is  sore." 

Old  Holy  womanj  Wintu 


+-  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

i i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej  | 
j to  the  democratic  principles  ! 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 


[ of  the  Republic 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
i Choctaw  Confederacies, 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United 
| States  Constitution, 

[ so  that  my  forefathers 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ 


ional  Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  drum  sang  strongly,  the  dancers  moved  about  the  Circle,  children 
laughed  and  ran  among  the  spectators.  It  was  a good  gathering.  The 
People  had  answered  the  call  of  the  drum,  and  joy  was  all  about. 

Then  a dancer  stopped.  Two  warriors  stood  above  the  fallen  feather  as 
the  Commander  of  the  Warrior  Society  and  an  Elder  came  to  the  place  where 
this  warrior  had  fallen.  They  held  a prayer  and  offered  tobacco,  and 
carried  it  on  a fan  of  warriors  from  the  dance  arena.  The  dancer  was 
counseled  in  a quite,  but  stern  manner.  With  head  bowed  he  removed  the 
hawk  feather  from  his  dance  wand  and  gave  it  to  an  Elder,  an  admission  he 
had  failed  to  honor  the  trust  he  had  been  given  to  carry  this  warrior. 

Feathers  of  raptors  represent  warriors,  and  we  do  not  shoot  our  wounded. 
We  do  not  abandon  our  fallen  warriors. 

Lands  Sacred  to  the  People  are  being  stolen  and  pillaged  by  those  who 
have  no  respect  for  the  lands  they  steal.  The  Vatican,  a world  symbol 
of  religious  belief,  is  among  these;  commissioning  a telescope  on  Mt. 
Graham. 

We  must  not  silently  watch  as  lands  entrusted  to  our  keep  are  taken. 

We  do  not  shoot  our  wounded.  We  do  not  betray  our  trusts. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 
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A news  release  just  received  from  San  Carlos: 

Apache  Survival  Coalition 

P.0.  Box  1237 

San  Carlos,  AZ  85550 

News  Release:  March  17,  1996 

President  Clinton  to  break  promise:  will  deny  Apache  religious  rights 

Apache  veterans  shocked:  "Another  betrayal!" 

Many  Apaches  have  died  fighting  for  the  United  States.  Most  recently,  the 
first  casualty  of  the  Persian  Gulf  war  was  a San  Carlos  Apache.  Apaches 
have  not  only  fought  in  combat  for  the  United  States,  we  were  part  of  the 
famous  "code-talkers"  in  World  War  II. 

At  the  funeral  wake  this  month  of  decorated  World  War  II  veteran,  Ms.  lanie 
Ferreira,  concerns  about  the  continuing  disrespectful  treatment  of  Indian 
people  were  again  expressed.  Ms.  Ferreira  was  one  of  the  founding  members 
of  the  Apache  Survival  Coalition.  She  was  dedicated  to  the  survival  of 
traditional  Apache  religion  and  culture.  She  was  most  upset  by  the 
disrespect  shown  to  Apache  military  veterans  by  the  United  States  in  its 
failure  to  protect  our  religious  rights.  "Another  betrayal!"  she  would  say. 

On  April  29,  1994,  at  the  White  Flouse,  President  Clinton  promised  Indian 
leaders : 

"I  promise  to  continue  my  efforts  to  protect  your  right  to  fully  exercise 
your  religion  as  you  wish... No  agenda  for  religious  freedom  will  be  complete 
until  traditional  Native  American  religious  practices  have  received  the 
protections  that  they  deserve..." 

U.S.  Forest  Service  officials  admit  that  they  have  known  of  the  central 
sacred  importance  of  Mt.  Graham  to  the  Apache  since  the  earliest  planning 
stages  of  the  proposed  telescope  project.  President  Clinton  has  the 
petition  from  nearly  every  one  of  our  traditional  spiritual  leaders  which  says 
"We  the  undersigned  spiritual  leaders  of  the  Apache  people  acknowledge  the 
central  sacred  importance  of  dzil  nchaa  si  an  (Mt.  Graham)  to  the 
traditional  religious  practice  of  the  Apache.  We  oppose  the  Mt.  Graham 
telescope  project  because  it  will  interfere  with  the  ability  of  the 
traditional  Apache  to  practice  their  religion." 

All  U.S.  partners,  except  the  University  of  Arizona,  have  withdrawn  from 
the  telescope  project.  Only  mostly  foreign  astronomers  from  Germany,  Italy, 
and  the  Vatican  remain.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the  new  Congress  would 
chose  to  help  foreigners  over  Indians,  it  has  been  consistently  hostile 
towards  Indian  sacred  site  issues  everywhere.  We  are  surprised,  however, 
that  in  spite  of  his  promises,  the  Forest  Service  admissions,  and  the 
statements  of  our  spiritual  leaders.  President  Clinton  now  apparently 
doesn't  care  either. 

Says  ASC  Chairperson  Ola  Cassadore  Davis, 

"We  are  shocked.  By  lying  to  us,  by  building  the  Mt.  Graham  telescopes. 
President  Clinton  does  what  generations  of  killing  and  forced  separations 
could  not  do... bury  the  Apache  forever." 

For  information  call:ASC  San  Carlos  Office,  (520)  475  2543 
President  Clinton,  (202)  456  1111 

Accompanying  the  News  Release,  is  a letter  to  the  editor  from  Indian  Country 
Today,  dated  March  11,  1996: 

Apache  veteran  watches  UA  destroy  tribal  holy  place 
To  the  editor: 

I am  a member  of  the  San  Carlos  Apache  Tribe  and  proud  to  be  the  Sargeant 
[sic]  At  Arms  of  our  Veterans  Organization  for  our  San  Carlos  Apache  people. 

We  Apaches  fought  Germany  and  Italy  in  World  War  II.  We  Apaches  do  not  have 
grudges  or  animosity  toward  those  we  fought. 

But  today  the  German  and  Italian  governments  and  Rep.  3im  Kolbe,  R-Ariz., 
are  making  war  on  us  Apache.  They  now  demand  a telescope  on  top  of  a sacred 
Apache  place,  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  or  Mt.  Graham.  It  starts  four  miles  from  our 


present  reservation  boundary,  but  for  centuries  it  has  been  an  Apache  holy 
place . 

Rep.  Kolbe  inserted  a last-minute  rider  exempting  the  telescope  from  all 
U.S.  religious  and  cultural  protection  laws.  Almost  every  Republican  in 
Congress  voted  for  it.  Almost  every  Democrat  voted  against  it. 

All  North  American  universities  over  the  past  nine  years  have  quit  or 
rejected  this  University  of  Arizona  scandal  because  of  its  poor  visibility 
or  because  they  heard  our  pleas.  So  far  this  university  can  only  get  two 
foreign  countries,  Germany  and  Italy,  to  finance  this  desecration. 

We  pray  that  the  families  and  friends  of  the  Germans  and  Italians  we  fought 
will  hear  our  plea  and  ask  their  governments  to  show  respect  for  our 
beliefs.  We  pray  that  Arizonans  will  replace  insensitive  people  like  Rep. 
Kolbe . 

Kenneth  Bread 
San  Carlos,  Ariz. 

"RE : Attack  on  Native  American  Lands  and  Peoples"  

Date:  Fri,  15  Mar  1996  11:42:58  -0800  (PST) 

From:  "Patricia  3.  Cummings"  <pcummings> 

Sub j : Attack  on  Native  American  Lands  and  Peoples 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

The  only  legal  protection  for  sacred  sites,  religious  landmarks 
and  traditional  cultural  properties  that  exists  in  the  United 
States  is  under  a sneak  attack.  The  radical  property  rights 
interests  have  quietly  introduced  a bill  in  Congress  that  would 
end  historic  protection  for  all  traditional  native  places  and 
sacred  sites.  H . R . 563  would  amend  the  Flistoric  Preservation  Act 
to  specifically  exclude  any  natural  landscape  that  has  not  been 
"modified"  or  does  not  have  artifacts.  This  means  that  if  a lake, 
mountain,  river,  tree  or  any  place  that  has  meaning  but  that  does 
not  have  discoverable  physical  evidence  of  human  modification,  it 
will  not  be  protected.  This  includes  Mt.  Graham,  for  instance, 
and  many  sites  in  the  western  United  States  that  are  largely  used 
for  ceremonial  purposes  or  for  gathering  and  other  non-modifying 
activities,  and  it  is  intended  to  discriminate  against  traditional 
land  based  religions.  But  it  could  even  include  battlefields  and>other 
"historic"  sites  that  may  not  meet  the  criteria  of  artifacts 
as  defined  by  western  anthropologists. 

The  law  specifically  targets  Mt.  Shasta,  California,  declaring 
that  it  can  not  be  protected  under  any  designation  of  the  National 
Flistoric  Preservation  Act.  The  bill  is  sponsored  by  Congressman 
Herger  who  has  launched  an  all  out  attack  on  efforts  to  protect 
Mt.  Shasta,  a mountain  continuously  used  for  thousands  of  years  by 
many  Northern  California  tribes,  as  well  as  recently  by  western 
religious  groups  . This  law  is  an  example  of  a few  powerful 
interests  privately  legislating  their  own  agenda  and  seeking 
exemptions  from  laws  already  passed  and  well  respected  by  the 
American  public. 

Please  call,  fax  and  write  to  your  U.S.  representative  about  H.R. 

563,  the  Herger  bill,  and  tell  them  to  keep  the  National  Historic 
Preservation  Act  (16  U.S.C.  470)  in  tact  and  to  vote  against  the 
Herger  amendments.  Hearings  will  be  held  in  the  House  Resources 
Committee  in  April. 

Please  distribute  this  message  widely.  For  further  information 
contact:  The  Cultural  Conservancy,  P.0.  Box  72086  Davis, 

California  95617  Phone  916-759-2285,  Fax  916-759-2268  or 
pcummings@igc . apc.org 

"RE;  Timbisha  Removal  Urgent  Action"  


Date:  Wed,  13  Mar  1996  18:06:11  -0500 


From:  RPaton2@aol.com 

Sub j : Timbisha  Removal  Urgent  Action 

UUCP  email 

Secretary  Babbitt  Promises  To  Throw  The  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  Off  Its 
Ancestral  Homeland  In  Death  Valley 
For  Immediate  Release 
Monday,  March  11,  1996 

Contact:  Richard  F.  Boland,  Chief  Spokesperson,  (619)  786-2374 

Death  Valley,  California(Thursday,  March  7,  at  a meeting  in  Death  Valley, 
California,  federal  officials  from  the  National  Park  Service  and  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  told  leaders  of  the  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  that 
their  boss.  Secretary  of  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt,  has  decided  to  throw  the 
Tribe  off  the  last  remnant  of  its  traditional  homelands  in  Death  Valley. 

The  Secretary  will  force  the  Tribe  to  give  up  the  tiny  40  acre  camp  in 
Death  Valley  it  was  relocated  to  when  President  Hoover  took  the  Tribe's 
land  away  in  1933  to  establish  the  Death  Valley  National  Monument. 

Pauline  Esteves,  Acting  Tribal  Chairperson  and  tribal  elder,  observed 
that  this  latest  action  by  the  federal  government  is  just  one  more  attempt 
at  "ethnic  cleansing".  Since  1933,  the  National  Park  Service  has  done 
everything  in  its  power  to  deny  the  Tribe's  historical  claims,  pretend  we 
do  not  exist,  and  to  get  us  out  of  the  Park.  While  only  about  fifty  of 
our  members  managed  to  maintain  a continuing  presence  in  the  Valley  on 
this  water  starved,  sand  blown  40  acre  parcel,  the  Park  Service  has 
treated  us  like  dirt.  Over  the  years,  this  arrogant  agency  has  controlled 
our  every  movement,  cut  off  our  power,  severed  access  to  our  sacred  sites, 
fined  us  for  engaging  in  our  traditional  practices,  and  bulldozed  our 
homes  when  our  people  vacated  them  to  return  to  traditional  summer  camps. 

According  to  Richard  Boland,  Tribal  Administrator  and  Chief  Spokesman 
for  the  Timbisha  Shoshone  Land  Restoration  Committee,  the  Tribe  reacted  in 
disbelief  to  the  news  delivered  by  the  federal  officials.  The  Tribe  had 
been  hopeful  its  sixty-three  year  old  grievance  would  be  finally  redressed 
with  the  passing  of  the  California  Desert  Protection  Act.  This  Act, 
passed  in  October  1994,  largely  because  of  strong  support  from  California 
Senator  Dianne  Feinstein  and  environmentalists,  added  some  3 million  acres 
of  desert  land  to  the  National  Monument  and  made  the  whole  area  into  a 
National  Park.  But  of  particular  interest  to  the  Tribe,  the  Act  included 
a provision  instructing  the  Secretary  of  Interior,  while  implementing  this 
huge  land  transfer,  to  conduct  a study  of  the  Tribe's  aboriginal  homelands 
with  the  purpose  of  identifying  "lands  suitable  for  a reservation"  for  the 
Timbisha  people.  Congress  explicitly  instructed  the  Secretary  of  Interior 
to  prepare  this  study  in  consultation  with  the  Tribe. 

In  the  words  of  Tribal  Chairperson  Esteves:  Finally  the  secret  is  out. 

And  once  again  the  federal  government  did  it  to  us  rather  than  with  us. 

It  was  on  long  eleven-month  charade.  Those  pasty-faced  bureaucrats  knew 
from  the  beginning  that  they  would  not  restore  ancestral  lands  to  us. 

They  sat  there  through  presentation  after  presentation  by  the  Tribe, 
fooling  us  into  believing  that  there  could  be  a sincere  dialogue  between 
the  federal  government  and  its  constituents.  We  spent  over  a hundred 
thousand  dollars,  hiring  the  best  anthropologists,  historians,  lawyers  and 
economic  consultants,  gathering  data,  establishing  the  "suitability"  of 
segments  of  our  traditional  homelands  proposed  to  be  taken  into  trust.  We 
made  countless  proposals.  We  got  nothing  of  substance  back,  no  effort  on 
their  part  to  even  meet  us  part  way.  Instead  of  a dialogue  and  a 
respectful  exchange  of  ideas,  we  were  stonewalled.  Instead  of  a 
commitment  to  right  an  old  wrong,  to  fulfill  the  government's  trust 
responsibility  to  this  nation's  first  people,  this  Democratic 
Administration  has  used  its  enormous  power  to  clobber  us. 

And  to  add  insult  to  injury,  this  Administration  used  the  Desert 
Protection  Act,  to  legitimatize  the  government's  decades  long  racist 
policy  to  get  Indians  out  of  National  Parks.  This  liberal  Act  has  been 
used  by  the  Clinton  Administration  as  the  'final  solution'  to  its  Indian 
problem  in  Death  Valley. 

The  forced  removal  of  the  Tribe  from  its  homelands  in  Death  Valley  will 


extend  the  lie  that  the  Park  Service  has  perpetuated  ever  since  it  stole 
the  land  and  created  the  myth  that  there  were  no  Indians  living  in  the 
area.  This  is  not  only  unfair  to  the  Tribe  but  it  continues  to  corrupt  the 
Park's  mandate  to  truly  share  this  national  treasure  with  the  American 
public.  There  are  over  a million  tourists  who  visit  Death  Valley  each  year 
both  lured  by  the  area's  stark  beauty  and  its  unique  history.  An 
essential  part  of  the  region's  legacy  has  been  the  Timbisha  Shoshone 
people  who  have  been  an  integral  part  of  the  desert  for  thousands  of  years. 

The  lands  are  replete  with  historical  encampments,  hunting  trails,  burial 
grounds,  hidden  springs  and  archaeological  sites  that  have  powerful 
traditional  and  spiritual  significance. 

Instead  of  the  Valley  just  perpetrating  "Death"  as  the  National  Park 
Service  would  have  visitors  believe  today,  the  arid  land  and  natural 
resources  have  sustained  a resilient  and  creative  desert  people  and  a rich 
Native  American  culture  for  thousands  of  years.  Until  the  Tribe  was  cut- 
off from  its  land  in  1933,  it  had  been  an  integral  part  of  the  ecological 
equation--cultivating  mesquite,  pine  nuts  and  other  indigenous  plant  life 
for  food,  developing  and  preserving  springs  for  their  own  use  and  to 
protect  and  enhance  the  wildlife,  and  selectively  burning  underbrush  to 
prevent  forest  fires  in  the  mountains.  The  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  holds 
the  secret  to  surviving  one  of  the  most  awesome  deserts  in  the  world  and 
the  public  most  assuredly  would  love  to  learn  the  knowledge  and  wisdom 
directly  from  the  people  who  possess  it.  Until  now  the  National  Park 
Service  has  kept  all  this  a closely  guarded  secret  lest  the  truth  of  its 
land  theft  also  has  to  be  revealed. 

We  will  not  take  this  lying  down.  We  still  have  faith  in  the  American 
people  and  in  the  democratic  system  of  government.  If  our  government  can 
stand  up  for  justice  in  Bosnia,  it  should  be  able  to  do  the  right  thing  in 
Death  Valley.  We  welcome  your  support.  Write  to  us  c/o:  Timbisha 
Shoshone  Tribe,  PO  Box  206,  Death  Valley,  California  92328. 

Contact:  Richard  F.  Boland,  Chief  Spokesperson,  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe 
PO  Box  206 

Death  Valley,  CA  92328 
(619)  786-2374 

12  March  1996 

In  an  earlier  transmittal,  we  sent  you  a March  11,  1996,  Press  Release 
regarding  Secretary  Babbitt's  decision  to  evict  the  Timbisha  Shoshone 
Tribe  from  its  aboriginal  homeland  in  Death  Valley  National  Park. 

During  1994  many  of  you  supported  the  Tribe  when  we  fought  to  have  our 
amendment  added  to  the  Desert  Protection  Act  and  our  efforts  were 
successful.  Now,  however,  the  Secretary  of  Interior  has  chosen  to  ignore 
his  trust  responsibility  to  the  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  and  is  using  the 
Desert  Protection  Act  as  an  instrument  to  bludgeon  the  Timbisha  people. 

In  addition  to  the  National  Park  Service's  desire  to  remove  from  Death 
Valley  National  Park,  what  they  consider  an  "eye-sore",  we  also  have 
reason  to  believe  that  this  latest  action  may  have  some  bearing  on  the 
Tribe's  active  opposition  to  an  open  pit  cyanide  heap  leach  gold  mine 
proposed  for  the  middle  of  the  Tribe's  aboriginal  territory. 

In  the  gold  mine  case,  the  Tribe  has  challenged  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  and  Inyo  County  on  their  failure  to  adequately  consult  with  the 
Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  in  the  permitting  process.  The  Tribe  is  currently 
in  litigation  and  threatens  to  change  the  status  quo. 

We  need  your  support.  Please  contact  your  Congressional  representatives , 
Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt,  and  the  following  Congressional  committees  and 
demand  that  the  Department  of  the  Interior  upholds  their  trust 
responsibility  by  working  with  the  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  on  a 
government-to-government  level  to  restore  a portion  of  the  Tribe's 
aboriginal  territory  in  Death  Valley  National  Park. 

Please  fax  or  mail  copies  of  your  letters  of  support  to  us.  If  you 
would  like  additional  information,  please  contact  us  at  (619)  786-2374. 

We  appreciate  your  help.  Thank  you. 


Bruce  Babbitt 

The  Honorable  Ralph  Regula 
Chair,  Interior  Appropriations 
United  States  House  of  Representatives 
Rayburn  House  Office  Building,  Room  2309 
Washington,  DC  20515 
(202)  225-3876 
(202)  225-3598  Fax 

The  Honorable  lames  V.  Hansen 
Chair,  National  Parks,  Forests  and  Lands 
United  States  House  of  Representatives 
Rayburn  House  Office  Building,  Room  2466 
Washington,  DC  20515 
(202)  225-0453 
(202)  226-2301  Fax 

The  Honorable  Elton  Gallegly 
Chair,  Native  American  & Insular  Affairs 
United  States  House  of  Representatives 
Rayburn  House  Office  Building,  Room  2441 
Washington,  DC  20515 
The  Honorable  Ben  Nighthorse-Campbell(202)  225-5811 
Chair,  Parks,  Historic  Preservation  (202)  225-7110  Fax 

and  Recreation 

United  States  Senate  Leon  Panetta,  Chief  of  Staff 

Russel  Office  Building,  Room  380  The  White  House 
Washington,  DC  20510  1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  NW 

(202)  224-5852  Washington,  DC  20500 

(202)  228-0302  Fax  (202)  456-6797 

To:  Tribal  Governments  and  Interested  Individuals/Organizations 
Re:  URGENT  Request  for  Letters  of  Support  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  Land 
Restoration  Study,  PL  103-433,  Section  705b  (California  Desert  Protection 
Act  of  1994) 

SAMPLE  TRIBAL  LETTER 

The  Tribe  fully  supports  the  restoration  of  the  Timbisha 

Shoshone  Tribe's  aboriginal  homelands  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Death 
Valley  National  Park  and  in  the  Panamint  Mountains  and  Valley.  These  are 
the  Timbisha  people's  sacred  ancestral  homelands  and  must  be  taken  into 
trust  by  the  federal  government  to  preserve  and  protect  the  Timbisha 
Shoshone  culture. 

The  Tribe  condemns  the  decision  of  Secretary  Babbitt,  the 

National  Park  Service,  and  the  Department  of  Interior  officials  to  remove 
the  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  from  its  ancestral  homelands  within  the  Death 
Valley  National  Park,  and  condemns  the  Department's  failure  to  protect  the 
Tribe's  ancestral  lands  in  the  Panamint  Mountains  and  Valley  from 
destruction  by  open  pit  cyanide  gold  mining  operations. 

These  adverse  actions  by  the  Department  of  Interior  amount  to  a breach 
of  the  Department's  trust  responsibility  to  the  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe 
and  is  further  evidence  of  the  failure  of  the  Department  to  follow  the 
President's  directive  that  government  agencies  must  directly  and  actively 
consult  with  Indian  Tribes  on  a sovereign  government-to-government  level. 

The  sovereignty  of  all  Indian  tribes  and  Indian  people  in  this  Nation  is 
threatened  by  this  direct  attack  upon  the  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe. 

We  urge  you  to  request  that  the  Department  of  Interior  reconsider  their 
actions  immediately  and  begin  a government-to-government  negotiation 
process  with  the  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  to  restore,  preserve  and  protect 
the  Tribe's  land  and  culture. 

Sincerely, 

cc:  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe 


Secretary  of  Interior 
1849  C Street,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20240 
(202)  208-7351 
(202)  208-6956  Fax 

The  Honorable  John  McCain 

Chair,  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 

United  States  Senate 

Russel  Office  Building,  Room  241 

Washington,  DC  20510 

(202)  224-2235 

(202)  224-5429  Fax 

The  Honorable  Slade  Gorton 
Chair,  Interior  Appropriations 
United  States  Senate 
Hart  Office  Building,  Room  730 
(202)  224-3441 
(202)  228-0542  Fax 


RE:  Wolf  Watershed  Educational  Project 


Date:  Sun,  17  Mar  1996  23:24:07  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Alice  McCombs  <amccombs@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Wolf  Watershed  Educational  Project 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 
Wolf  Watershed  Educational  Project 

INVITATION  TO  PEOPLE  EVERYWHERE  WHO  WANT  TO  STOP  UNSAFE  MINING: 

Come  to  Wisconsin  this  Spring  to  Help  Prevent  Metallic  Sulfide  Mining 
Upriver  Speaking  Tour  on  Crandon  Mine  Begins  April  22: 

Statewide  Gathering  to  Oppose  Exxon  in  Rhinelander  on  May  4 

Press  Conferences  in  Green  Bay  and  Madison  on  March  25,  the  anniversary 

of  the  Exxon  Valdez 

Toll-free  Hotline:  1-800-445-8615 

The  Exxon  mine  controversy  in  Wisconsin  is  heating  up  again.  This  time, 
it  is  mine  opponents  who  are  going  on  the  offensive.  The  Wolf  Watershed 
Educational  Project  has  announced  a speaking  tour  and  gathering  to 
bring  the  issue  of  Exxon's  proposed  Crandon  mine  to  the  public  that 
would  be  directly  affected  by  the  mine--either  environmentally, 
economically,  or  culturally.  The  project  is  a joint  effort  of 
grassroots  environmental  groups,  sportsmens'  groups,  and  Native 
American  nations,  particularly  along  the  Wolf-Fox  and  Wisconsin  Rivers. 
Two  speaking  tours  will  simultaneously  go  up  the  two  waterways, 
starting  on  April  22  (Earth  Day)  in  Green  Bay  and  Madison,  stopping  in 
at  least  20  other  communities  along  the  way.  They  will  meet  in 
Rhinelander--the  headquarters  of  Exxon/Rio  Algom's  Crandon  Mining 
Company.  --  culminating  in  a large,  statewide  gathering  on  Saturday, 

May  4 (the  opening  of  the  angling  season) . 

The  May  4 Gathering  will  be  at  12  noon  at  Hat  Rapids  on  the  Wisconsin 
River,  where  Crandon  Mining  Co.  proposes  to  dump  wastewater  piped  from 
the  mine.  (To  get  to  the  site,  take  Highway  8 west  of  Rhinelander,  go 
south  on  Highway  17  to  Hat  Rapids  Road  and  take  a right).  A public 
picnic  will  follow  at  Pioneer  Part,  at  Business  8 and  County  G (no 
alcohol  or  glass  containers  please) . Organizers  declined  to  give  an 
estimate  on  the  numbers  expected. 

The  12-day  Upriver  Speaking  Tour  will  involve  speakers  with  a 
well-informed  background  on  the  sulfide  mining  issue.  There  will  be  an 
event  (free  and  open  to  the  public)  in  each  of  the  towns  along  the  two 
rivers,  with  one  representative  each  from  environmental,  sport  fishing, 
and  Native  American  groups  speaking  and  taking  questions.  Some  speakers 
will  also  address  other  audiences  and  classes.  The  project  will  bring 
information  to  people  from  many  different  walks  of  life--including 
sport  fishing  groups,  chambers  of  commerce,  students  and  teachers, 
media,  public  officials,  media,  canoeists/kayakers/rafters,  tourists 
and  tourism  businesses.  Native  American  communities,  social  clubs, 
health  care  workers,  real  estate  dealers,  resort  and  cottage  owners, 
and  environmental  and  conservation  groups. 

Along  the  Wolf-Fox  waterway,  the  tour  will  stop  in  Green  Bay, 
Appleton/Menasha , Oshkosh,  Fremont,  New  London,  Shiocton,  Shawano, 
Keshena/Bowler , White  Lake,  Antigo,  Mole  Lake,  and  Crandon.  The 
Wisconsin  River  tour  will  stop  in  Madison,  Sauk  City,  Portage, 

Wisconsin  Dells,  Stevens  Point,  Wisconsin  Rapids,  Wausau,  Tomahawk, 
Merrill,  and  Rhinelander.  (Call  the  toll-free  hotline  for  information, 
posters,  or  ride  information). 

"The  Exxon  mine  is  not  simply  another  environmental  issue,"  said  George 
Rock  of  the  Wolf  River  Watershed  Alliance  in  Langlade  County,  "This  new 
movement  wants  to  protect  our  local  environment,  our  local 
tourism-based  economy,  and  our  local  rural  cultures  from  control  by  an 
outside  corporation.  It  includes  people  who  wouldn't  identify 
themselves  as  environmentalists,  but  who  don't  like  being  told  they 
have  to  let  in  Exxon.  Local  opposition  to  Exxon  has  mushroomed  recently 


around  Crandon,  Rhinelander,  and  other  towns,  and  this  gathering  will 
bring  that  into  full  view." 

Organizers  say  that  the  goal  of  the  project  is  to  reach  as  large  and  as 
broad  an  audience  as  possible.  "If  there  was  ever  a single  issue  to 
unite  the  people  of  Northern  Wisconsin,  it  is  the  threat  of  mining  by 
the  world's  second-largest  corporation, " said  Menominee  mining  director 
Kenneth  Fish.  "The  mining  issue  has  brought  together  different 
communities  of  people- -particularly  Native  Americans  and  sport  fishermen 
who  have  been  at  odds  over  resource  issues,  but  who  nevertheless  agree 
that  the  resources  should  be  protected."  The  project  is  dedicated  to 
the  memory  of  Menominee  environmental  leader  Hilary  Waukau,  Sr. 

Alice  McCombs  of  the  Watershed  Information  & News  Service  (WINS)  in 
Shawano  described  the  proposed  mine  as  "the  largest  toxic  waste  dump  in 
state  history,  at  a size  of  about  340  football  fields."  McCombs  stated, 
"We've  learned  from  experience  that  the  county,  state  or  federal 
governments  are  not  going  to  ride  in  and  save  our  communities.  Only  by 
organizing  ourselves  can  we  protect  our  children's  future  from  another 
Exxon  Valdez." 

Press  Conferences  in  Green  Bay  and  Madison: 

Monday,  March  25,  (Exxon  Valdez  anniversary),  11am 

Green  Bay:  City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  Room  203,  100  N.  Jefferson,  11am 
Madison:  Assembly  Parlor  at  the  State  Capitol,  11  am. 

The  Wolf  Watershed  Educational  Project  will  hold  a joint  press 
conference  on  Monday,  March  25  (the  7th  anniversary  of  the  Exxon  Valdez 
oil  spill  in  Alaska)  in  Green  Bay  and  Madison,  where  the  Upriver 
Speaking  Tour  will  kick  off  on  Earth  Day.  Spokespeople  will  answer 
questions  pertaining  to  the  project,  and  the  status  of  the  proposed 
Crandon  mine.  In  addition,  Rhinelander-area  media  with  questions  about 
the  May  4 Hat  Rapids  gathering  can  contact  Wally  Cooper  at  715-369-0528. 

PLEASE  COPY  & DISTRIBUTE  THIS  INFORMATION.  THANKS! 

- "RE:  Fort  Reno  Update"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Mar  1996  10:31:50  -0800  (PST) 

From:  cheyarap@mind.net  (Joseph  Thompson) 

Sub j : Fort  Reno  Update  (Fwd) 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Dear  Friends  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma, 

I want  to  thank  those  of  you  who  have  responded  to  the  call  for  support 
for  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  in  their  quest  to  regain 
possession  of  the  Fort  Reno  lands.  Hundreds  of  responses  have  arrived  at  my 
computer  and  each  one  has  been  forwarded  by  mail  to  the  C&A  Tribes  in 
Oklahoma . 

These  letters  of  support  from  the  international  internet  community  have 
had  a powerful  impact  on  the  Tribes  in  reaffirming  their  resolve  and 
commitment  to  reclaim  the  Fort  Reno  lands.  Many  of  these  letters  have  been 
shared  with  the  entire  Tribal  membership  through  their  publication  in  the 
Cheyenne-Arapaho  Bulletin. 

I have  been  in  contact  with  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  and  it 
appears  that  the  internet  petition  is  having  some  impact  in  Washington  D. 

C.  as  well.  A downsizing  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture ' s , Experimental 
Station  at  Fort  Reno  has  begun.  This  would  be  the  necessary  first  step  in 
declaring  the  lands  surplus  and  returning  them  to  the  Tribes.  This  action, 
however,  has  caused  an  increase  in  resistance  to  the  Fort  Reno  transfer 
from  the  United  States  Congressional  delegation  from  Oklahoma.  U.  S. 

Senator  Nickols  and  U.  S.  Representative  Lucas  have  raised  the  level  of 
their  opposition  to  the  return  of  Fort  Reno  by  renewing  Congressional 
funding  for  the  DOA  Experimental  Station.  Congressman  Lucas  and  Oklahoma 
Governor  Keating  have  shown  where  their  true  sympathies  lie  by  publicly 


supporting  the  proposed  construction  of  a monument  to  George  Custer  at  the 
Washita  Battlefield  historic  site  in  western  Oklahoma.  On  November  27, 
1868,  the  Washita  Battlefield  was  the  site  of  the  massacre  of  Cheyenne 
women,  children  and  men. 

The  stage  is  set  for  a behind  the  scenes  political  "tug  of  war"  over  the 
Fort  Reno  lands.  It  now  becomes  more  important  than  ever  for  us  to  let 
President  Clinton  know  that  it  is  time  to  "Return  Fort  Reno"  to  the 
Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma.  The  President  can  make  this  a 
reality  with  a signature  on  an  executive  order.  These  letters  are  having 
an  impact  in  Washington  and  they  will  ultimately  tip  the  balance  in  favor 
of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes.  I ask  you  all,  once  again,  to  send 
your  letters  of  support  to  the  White  Flouse.  Please  do  it  today.  It  will 
make  a difference. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph  Thompson 

p.  s.  I am  sending  the  Fort  Reno  form  letter  in  a separate  e-mail  for  your 
convenience.  Please  remember  to  sign  it  and  Cc  to  <cheyarap@mind . net> . 

Please  Copy  and  Paste  the  Following 


The  Honorable  William  J.  Clinton 
The  President  of  the  United  States 
The  White  House 
1600  PennsylvAnia  Avenue,  NW 
Washington  D.  C.  20500 

Dear  Mr.  President, 

I strongly  support  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  in  their 
efforts  to  regain  possession  of  the  Fort  Reno  lands  through  an  Executive 
order . 

Sincerely, 

(Place  your  name  here) 


End  Copy  and  Paste 

HOW  TO  REGISTER  YOUR  SUPPORT 

To  e-mail  this  letter  of  support  to  the  President,  please  follow  these  steps 

1. )  Type  your  name  into  the  space  provided  in  the  above  letter  of  support. 

2. )  "Copy"  and  "paste"  this  letter  of  support  into  your  e-mail  program  as  a 

"new  message"  (Please  copy  only  the  material  between  the  dotted  lines 
above.  ) 

3. )  Add  any  additional  words  of  support  or  leave  as  is. 

4. )  Write  in  the  subject  "Return  Fort  Reno" 

5. )  Write  in  the  President's  e-mail  address  which  is: 

president@whitehouse.gov 

6. )  Please  include  the  following  e-mail  address  as  a "Cc".  This  will  help 

us  gauge  the  volume  of  support  letters  going  to  the  White  House. 
cheyarap@mind . net 

7. )  "Send"  the  message  to  the  President. 

If  you  would  like  more  background  information  on  the  Cheyenne  Arapaho/Fort 
Reno  Petition,  visit  the  "First  Nations/First  People  Issues"  Website  at: 
http: //www. sover.net/~jsd/firstnations . html 

Joseph  Thompson 
thompson@mind . net 

"RE : Washita  Massacre"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Mar  1996  23:36:02  -0800 
From:  thompson@mind.net  (Joseph  Thompson) 

Sub j : Washita  Massacre 


Newsgroups:  alt. native 


This  is  an  open  letter  to  President  Clinton 


Dear  Mr  President, 

It  is  important  that  you  understand  the  motives  of  the  Oklahoma 
politicians  who  are  resisting  the  transfer  of  the  Fort  Reno  Lands  to  the 
Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes.  Two  years  ago,  the  DOA  Experimental  Station 
at  Fort  Reno,  Oklahoma  was  scheduled  for  closure  due  to  federal  budget 
cutbacks.  This  most  likely  would  have  resulted  in  a federal  declaration  of 
the  Fort  Reno  lands  as  surplus  and  their  ultimate  return  to  the  Tribes. 

Oklahoma  politicians  (Senator  Nickols,  Representative  Lucas  and  Governor 
Keating)  were  instrumental  in  re-establishing  congressional  funding  for 
the  Station  at  Ft.  Reno.  These  politicians  have  now  publicly  demonstrated 
their  strong  anti-Indian  bias.  A western  Oklahoma  citizens  group  under  the 
leadership  of  U.  S.  Representative  Frank  Lucas  met  recently  to  discuss 
development  plans  at  the  Washita  historic  site.  (In  November  of  1868,  Gen. 
George  A.  Custer  led  an  early  morning  raid  on  a sleeping  Cheyenne  encampment 
resulting  in  the  massacre  of  hundreds  of  women  and  children.)  Tribal 
officials  from  the  Cheyenne  Tribe  asked  to  be  present  at  this  meeting  due  to 
the  sensitivity  of  the  Cheyenne  people  to  this  solemn  site.  The  elected 
officials  from  the  Cheyenne  Tribe  were  refused  an  invitation.  At  this 
meeting,  it  was  subsequently  decided  that  a monument  would  be  constructed 
to  honor  Gen.  G.  A.  Custer.  Governor  Keating  has  publicly  praised  U.  S.  Rep. 
Lucas  in  this  callous  affront  to  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  people.  By  lending 
their  support  to  the  construction  of  this  monument  to  General  George  A. 
Custer  at  the  Washita  Massacre  site  in  Western  Oklahoma,  these  politicians 
have  demonstrated  their  utter  disregard  for  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribe 
and  for  all  Native  Americans. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  important  that  you  understand  that  these  Oklahoma 
politicians  are  the  very  same  ones  who  continue  to  resist  the  return  of 
the  Fort  Reno  lands  to  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  people.  You  must  now 
follow  through  on  this  countries  113  year  old  promise  to  return  the  Fort 
Reno  lands  to  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph  Thompson 
Ashland,  Oregon  97520 

- — "RE:  High  Arctic  Exiles"  

Date:  Fri,  15  Mar  1996  15:56:12  -0800 
From:  jhicks@nunavut . ca  (Jack  Flicks) 

Sub j : High  Arctic  Exiles 

UUCP  email 
Hi  Gary, 

The  Consulting  Editor  of  the  Nunatsiaq  News  says  that  he  would  be  delighted 
if  you  were  to  include  the  following  editorial  and/or  articles  in  Kanoheda 
Aniyvwiya  --  all  he  asks  is  a plug  for  their  website,  which  can  be  found  at 
http://www.nunanet.com/~nunat 
Cheers,  Jack 

Today's  issue  of  Nunatsiaq  News  --  the  spunky  weekly  newspaper  published 
here  in  Iqaluit  --  contains  an  editorial  and  two  stories  on  last  week's 
acceptance  by  the  High  Arctic  Exiles  of  a compensation  agreement  with  the 
federal  government.  Today's  Ottawa  Citizen  carried  two  letters  to  the 
editor  on  the  subject,  and  the  Calgary  Herald  carried  another. 

For  those  of  you  curious  about  the  author  of  the  second  letter  to  the 
editor,  'Tungoyuq'  is  Inuvialuit  name  of  Mary  Carpenter  --  the  only  Inuit 
member  of  the  small  but  persistent  group  of  people  (mainly  former 
bureaucrats  involved  in  the  planning  and  implementation  of  the  relocation) 


who  claim  that  the  Exiles  are  a bunch  of  liars  who  never  suffered  any 
hardship  as  a result  of  the  relocation... 

Have  a good  weekend,  everyone, 
lack  Hicks 


EDITORIAL:  More  bitter  than  sweet 

Historical  events  sometimes  have  a way  of  blowing  up  in  our  faces,  like 
unexploded  bombs  left  over  from  a bygone  war. 

Something  like  that  has  happened  to  those  federal  government  officials  who 
planned  and  executed  the  movement  of  17  Inuit  families  from  Inukjuak  and 
Pond  Inlet  to  Resolute  Bay  and  Grise  Fiord  in  the  1950s. 

In  the  early  1950s,  when  they  ruled  over  Canada's  Inuit  like  Olympian  gods 
they  could  not  have  known  then  how  history  --  and  the  Inuit  --  would  judge 
them. 

They  could  not  have  known  that  the  children  of  those  relocatees  would  grow 
to  adulthood  and  insist  that  their  version  of  history  be  told  in  their 
words . 

Most,  like  former  NWT  Commissioner  Gordon  Robertson,  still  cannot  accept 
the  truth  of  the  history  told  by  people  with  names  like  Patsauq,  Amagoalik, 
Nungaq,  Salluviniq,  Iqaluk  and  Flaherty. 

And  largely  for  that  reason,  the  High  Arctic  exiles  gathered  in  Iqaluit 
last  week  held  their  noses  and  agreed  to  sign  a deal  they  know  is  not 
enough . 

They  know  they  were  used  to  assert  Canadian  sovereignty  in  the  High  Arctic 
and  they  know  they  were  used  as  human  guinea  pigs  to  test  the  theories  of 
men  who  thought  they  could  move  human  beings  around  on  a map  like  so  many 
pieces  on  a chess  board. 

They  know  they  were  brushed  aside,  lied  to,  and  even  accused  of  being  liar 
themselves . 

And  they  know  that  it's  Ottawa's  loyalty  to  its  former  civil  servants  that 
is  preventing  Ottawa  from  apologizing. 

That's  unfortunate,  for  Canada,  and  for  the  exiles  who  Canada  wronged. 
After  so  many  years,  the  High  Arctic  exiles  deserve  a sweet  victory,  not  a 
bitter  one. 

But  in  order  that  their  surviving  elders  may  benefit  from  the  $10  million 
that  Ottawa  is  willing  to  pay,  in  the  end  they  agreed  to  a stale  pile  of 
lawyers'  weasel-words . 

Here's  one  example: 

"[I]n  part  because  of  government  planning  and  implementation  of  the 
relocations,  the  High  Arctic  Relocatees  encountered  hardship,  suffering  and 
loss  in  the  initial  years  of  these  relocations..." 

And  here's  another: 

"[T]he  High  Arctic  Relocatees  and  Makivik  Corporation  hereby  recognize  and 
acknowledge  that  in  planning  the  relocation  to  the  High  Arctic  the 
government  officials  of  the  time  were  acting  with  honourable  intentions  in 
what  was  perceived  to  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Inuit  at  that  time." 

There  are  two  other  words  whose  absence  from  the  agreement  is  loud  and 
glaring,  two  words  that  non-Inuit  Canadians  need  to  hear  as  badly  as  the 
exiled  Inuit  need  to  hear  them,  two  words  that  are  always  a prelude  to 
genuine  reconciliation:  "We're  sorry." 

When  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Ron  Irwin  travels  to  Inukjuaq  to  sign  the 
deal  later  this  month,  maybe  he  can  whisper  quietly  what  Ottawa  can't  say 
out  loud.  IB 


EXILES  DENIED  APOLOGY 

The  surviving  High  Arctic  exiles  are  signing  a $10  million  compensation 
agreement  with  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Ron  Irwin  later  this  month  --  but 
they're  still  waiting  for  an  apology, 
by  DIM  BELL  Nunatsiaq  News 

After  more  than  a decade  of  pleading,  weeping  and  testifying,  it  came  down 
to  a few  pieces  of  paper,  a set  of  carefully-crafted  lawyer-words,  and  $10 
million  in  cash. 

And  for  the  sake  of  the  elders  who  will  soon  pass  to  the  other  side,  they 


signed . 

But  even  now,  Canada  will  not  apologize  for  what  17  Inuit  families  from 
Inukjuak  and  Pond  Inlet  endured  in  the  1950s,  after  Canadian  officials 
moved  them  to  Resolute  Bay  and  Grise  Fiord. 

"For  many  of  us,  it's  pretty  hard  to  accept  without  an  apology,"  Markoosie 
Patsauq,  who  now  lives  in  Inukjuak,  said  this  week  of  a compensation  deal 
worked  out  over  the  past  year  by  northern  Quebec's  Makivik  Corporation  and 
the  federal  government. 

After  debate,  exiles  signed 

Patsauq,  along  with  about  70  other  High  Arctic  exiles,  gathered  together  in 
the  second  floor  gymnasium  of  Iqaluit's  Ukiivik  residence  last  week  to  look 
at  that  deal. 

There  they  listened  to  Makivik  President  Zebedee  Nungak,  Makivik  lawyer  Sam 
Silverstone,  and  DIAND  bureaucrats  lohn  Berg  and  Sheila  Meldrum. 

They  also  received  independent  legal  advice  from  Ottawa  lawyer  Sally 
Gomery,  whose  fees  will  be  paid  by  the  federal  government.  And  after 
searching  their  souls,  every  one  of  them  signed. 

"We  feel  that  this  may  be  the  best  solution  to  the  problem  that  has  been 
hanging  around  our  neck  for  40  years,"  Patsauq  said.  "So  for  the  sake  of 
the  old  people,  we  want  to  see  something  done.  Personally,  I feel  that  if  I 
was  not  thinking  about  the  elders  that  we  have,  I would  not  have  accepted 
the  offer." 

Survived  harsh  conditions 

Along  with  his  parents,  Allie  and  Edith,  and  his  brother  lohn  Amagoalik, 
Patsauq  was  hustled  by  RCMP  officers  onto  the  federal  government  ship  C.D. 
Howe  and  left  to  fend  for  themselves  on  the  gravel  shores  of  Resolute  Bay 
in  August  of  1953. 

Their  tents,  their  clothes,  their  food  and  even  their  knowledge  of  the  High 
Arctic  environment  were  inadequate. 

In  an  article  published  three  years  ago  in  Nunatsiaq  News,  Patsauq  said  he 
suffered  so  badly  from  tuberculosis  he  coughed  blood  into  a bucket  nearly 
every  morning  during  his  family's  first  terrible  winter  in  Resolute  Bay. 

"When  we  visited  Resolute  Bay  a couple  of  years  ago,  I couldn't  believe 
that  they  survived  up  there,"  says  Markoosie  Patsauq 's  son,  Aibiellie. 

But  survive  they  did,  long  enough  to  conduct  a decade-long  campaign  that 
led  to  last  week's  agreement. 

"If  we  were  to  reject  this  deal  and  wait  for  a better  one  to  come  along, 
those  people  are  not  going  to  be  around  and  we're  not  prepared  to 
contemplate  that  right  now."  --  lohn  Amagoalik 

Still  seeking  apology 

Markoosie  Patsauq 's  brother,  lohn  Amagoalik,  who  for  years  has  been  in  the 
forefront  of  the  fight  for  compensation,  also  says  he  and  his  fellow  exiles 
are  accepting  the  agreement  for  the  sake  of  their  elders. 

"If  we  were  to  reject  this  deal  and  wait  for  a better  one  to  come  along, 
those  people  are  not  going  to  be  around  and  we're  not  prepared  to 
contemplate  that  right  now,"  Amagoalik  said  this  week  from  Ottawa. 

But  Amagoalik  said  nearly  all  the  exiles  still  demand  an  apology.  "I  think 
there  was  pretty  much  unanimous  agreement  that  the  absence  of  an  apology  is 
a real  slap  in  the  face  for  us  and  everyone  agreed  that  everyone  wants  to 
continue  to  pursue  an  apology,"  Amagoalik  said. 

A silent  apology 

But  Patsauq  also  said  the  $10  million  in  compensation  money  that  Ottawa  is 
offering  could  be  interpreted  as  a kind  of  "silent  apology." 

"We  also  know  that  the  federal  government  does  not  give  $10  million  away 
for  nothing,"  Patsauq  said.  "So  a good  gesture  like  that  is  also  hard  to 
refuse  after  so  many  years  of  negotiations  and  disappointments  and  so  on. 

So  for  the  sake  of  the  old  people  who  are  the  originals  --  and  I'm  not  that 
young  myself  anymore  --  it's  time  to  start  the  healing  process." 

But  Patsauq  said  that  without  an  apology,  it's  still  hard  to  find  the 
feeling  of  emotional  closure. 

"For  me  personally,  it's  still  painful.  The  pain  will  always  be  there. 


thinking  about  what  my  parents  went  through  and  what  some  of  us  had  to  go 
through  for  so  many  years  of  disappointments  and  things  like  that." 


War  of  words  continues 

And  Amagoalik  said  it  was  not  an  easy  decision  for  he  and  the  other  exiles 
gathered  in  Iqaluit  last  week. 

"It  was  very  difficult  for  quite  a number  of  people.  It  was  very  difficult, 
especially  for  the  second  generation.  They  found  that  the  lack  of  an 
apology  was  very  disturbing  and  they  really  had  to  struggle  to  make  a 
decision . " 

Meanwhile,  the  bitter  war  of  words  between  the  exiles  and  those  who  don't 
believe  them  continues. 

"Personally,  I feel  that  if  I was  not  thinking  about  the  elders  that  we 
have,  I would  not  have  accepted  the  offer."  --  Markoosie  Patsauq,  an  exile 
now  living  in  Inukjuak 

Amagoalik  lashed  out  this  week  at  Gordon  Robertson,  a former  Commissioner 
of  the  Northwest  Territories  who  told  the  Ottawa  Citizen  last  week  that  he 
doesn't  believe  the  exiled  Inuit  should  get  an  apology. 

"I  don't  think  for  a minute  that  they  suffered  any  real  hardship.  I am 
completely  baffled  by  the  compensation,"  Robertson  is  quoted  as  saying. 

"Many  of  us  are  quite  upset  at  Gordon  Robertson,"  Amagoalik  said.  "I  can't 
understand  why  he  would  say  that." 

And  Amagoalik  said  the  words  in  the  agreement  that  say  the  government 
officials  who  carried  out  the  relocation  "were  acting  with  honourable 
intentions"  was  "very  hard  to  swallow." 

Who  will  get  money? 

As  for  what  the  exiles  will  do  with  the  compensation  money,  Patsauq  said 
it  will  take  "several  meetings"  until  that  is  worked  out.  "We  don't  want  to 
start  the  future  plans  until  we  actually  get  the  compensation." 


WHAT  ARE  THE  EXILES  SIGNING? 
by  DIM  BELL  Nunatsiaq  News 

The  deal  between  Canada  and  the  High  Arctic  exiles  isn't  official  until 
certain  things  happen. 

Here's  what  each  exile  over  the  age  of  18  is  asked  to  do  in  the  document 
they're  being  asked  to  sign: 

+ Agree  that  the  Makivik  Corporation  has  the  mandate  --  or  power  of 
attorney  --  to  represent  them  and  sign  the  deal  on  their  behalf; 

+ Agree  that  the  deal  is  satisfactory  and  "adequately  finalizes  the 
reconciliation  between  myself  and  Canada;" 

+ Agree  that  they  received  "independent  legal  advice"  explaining  the 
agreement; 

+ Agree  not  to  make  any  more  legal  claims  against  the  Canadian  government; 

+ Agree  that  the  terms  of  the  High  Arctic  Relocatees  Trust  have  been 
explained  to  them. 

Here's  what  Zebedee  Nungak,  the  president  of  the  Makivik  Corporation,  must 
still  do. 

+ Sign  a piece  of  paper  that  releases  the  federal  government  and  all 
federal  government  employees,  past  and  present,  from  any  further 
obligations  towards  the  exiles,  and  which  promises  that  the  exiles  will  not 
launch  any  lawsuits  of  any  kind  against  Canada; 

+ Sign  a legal  agreement  with  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Ron  Irwin  at  the 
Makivik  Corporation's  annual  general  meeting  in  Inukjuak  March  25-29.  Part 
of  that  agreement  says  "government  officials  of  the  time  were  acting  with 
honourable  intentions  in  what  was  perceived  to  be  the  best  interests  of  the 
Inuit  at  that  time." 

Awaiting  compensation  money 

Technically,  there  will  be  no  official  agreement  until  all  the  exiles  have 
signed  the  paper  that  gives  power  of  attorney  to  the  Makivik  Corporation. 

As  of  our  press-time  this  week,  attempts  were  being  made  to  explain  the 
agreement  to  exiles  who  couldn't  make  to  the  Iqaluit  meeting. 

Within  45  days  of  the  agreement  being  executed,  Ottawa  must  pay  $10  million 
into  a high  arctic  relocatees  compensation  fund. 


Of  that,  $2  million  will  be  divided  up  among  the  surviving  original  exiles 
or  surviving  descendants  of  original  exiles. 

"My  mom's  going  to  get  her  money  soon,"  said  one  teenager,  who's  mother  is 
a former  exile.  "Then  next  year  I get  some.  I'm  going  to  buy  a ski-doo." 

As  well,  the  exiles  are  agreeing  that  Ottawa  will  no  longer  pay  for  housing 
for  families  returning  to  Inukjuak,  twice-yearly  family  visits  between  the 
High  Arctic  and  Inukjuak,  and  transportation  costs  for  relocations  back  to 
Inukjuak. 

Northern  Quebec's  Makivik  Corporation  and  officials  from  the  Department  of 
Indian  Affairs  worked  out  the  deal  in  a set  of  negotiations  that  began  in 
the  fall  of  1994. 

In  an  interview  at  the  time  with  Nunatsiaq  News,  Irwin  hinted  that  although 
Ottawa  was  willing  to  offer  money,  an  apology  was  unlikely. 

Nothing  official  yet 

As  for  the  Makivik  Corporation,  their  officials,  including  president 
Zebedee  Nungak,  aren't  even  admitting  that  there's  a deal. 

"I  don't  think  we'll  be  commenting  on  it  this  week,"  said  Stephen  Hendrie, 
a Makivik  Corporation  public  affairs  officer. 

When  asked  why  Makivik's  officials  aren't  commenting,  Hendrie  said,  "you'll 
find  out  when  we  tell  you." 

John  Berg,  a DIAND  official  who  attended  last  week's  meeting  in  Iqaluit, 
said  Ottawa  isn't  ready  to  comment  on  the  deal  either. 

"We're  not  commenting,  because  we  don't  have  an  agreement  yet,"  Berg  said. 

Berg  said  the  deal  won't  be  considered  official  until  all  the  exiles  have 
signed . 


"RE : AIM  Call  for  Peltier"  

Date:  Mon,  18  Mar  1996  10:20:54  -0800  (PST) 

From:  American  Indian  Movement  <aimca@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : AIM  call  for  peltier 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT  CALLS  FOR  A DEMONSTRATION  TO  FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER 

March  20,  1996  6:30  a.m.  U.S.  Federal  Bldg.  450  Golden  Gate 

The  American  Indian  Movement  has  joined  forces  with  Earth  First, 

Food  not  Bombs,  and  many  other  groups  in  the  Bay  Area  to  call 
a day  of  action  and  Civil  Disobedience  to  force  the  United  States 
Government  to  Free  Imprisoned  leader  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement  Leonard  Peltier. 

ARRESTS:  Many  of  the  demonstrators  have  pledged  to  allow 
themselves  to  be  arrested  in  Civil  Disobedience  actions  in  various 
parts  of  San  Francisco.  We  can  not  allow  business  as  usual  when  the 
government  continues  to  incarcerate  Leonard  Peltier,  who  is  innocent 
of  any  wrong  doing.  We  the  members  of  the  American  Indian 
Movement  maintains  that  it  is  and  has  been  the  Federal  Government 
who  has  violated  the  law  in  it  broken  treaties,  land  thefts,  murder, 
destruction  of  mother  earth,  and  for  holding  political  prisoners  and 
prisoners  of  war  in  the  United  States. 

Leonard  Peltier  was  convicted  in  the  deaths  of  two  FBI  agents  who 
were  provoking  and  assaulting  a camp  of  members  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement  on  Dune  26,  1975.  Peltier  and  his  associates  were 
there  because  of  the  extreme  rash  of  murders  and  assassination  of 
members  of  AIM  and  supporters  in  two  years  at  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation  in  South  Dakota.  The  deaths  were  being  supervised  by 
Tribal  Chairman  and  Death  Squad  leader  Dick  Wilson.  Dick  Wilson  and  his 
band  of  Goons  were  all  armed  and  trained  by  the  FBI.  Because  the  FBI  was 
trying  to  smash  any  opposition  to  its  policies  of  lies  and  deceit  they 
declared  war  on  the  American  Indian  Movement  on  April  24,  1975.  The  FBI 
and  Department  of  Justice  tripled  the  amount  of  law  enforcement  on  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation  just  prior  to  the  shoot-out. 

Since  the  government  has  imprisoned  Leonard  Peltier,  they  have 


tried  to  assassinate  him,  transferred  him  around  the  country, 
tortured,  denied  him  proper  medical  attention. 


WE  DEMAND:  THE  FREEDOM  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER 
WE  DEMAND:  THE  FREEDOM  OF  ALL  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES 
WE  DEMAND:  THE  FREEDOM  OF  ALL  POLITICAL  PRISONERS/POW 

FREE  THE  PEOPLE!  FREE  THE  LAND! 

IOIN  THE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT  OF  CALIFORNIA  AND 
ALL  THOSE  WHO  SEEK  FREEDOM  IN  THIS  ACTION! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
GOVERNMENT  ADMITS  GUILT! !!!!!!!!! 

"We  don't  know  who  shot  those  agents" 

- Prosecutor  Lynn  Crooks  in  Court  of  Appeals,  Nov.  9,  1992,  p.  12 
of  oral  arguments  transcript. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"The  FBI  (was)  determined  to  get  the  AIM  movement  and 
completely  destroy  it." 

Judge  Fred  Nichol,  after  presiding  over  the  "Wounded  Knee 
Leadership  Trial,"  quoted  in  NY  Times,  Sept.  17,  1974 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"The  United  States  government  must  share  in  the  responsibility  for 
the  June  26  firefight..  It  appeared  that  the  FBI  was  equally  to  blame 
for  the  shoot-out." 

Gerald  Heaney,  Senior  Judge  in  the  Eight  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals, 
in  a letter  supporting  clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ACT  NOW,  20  YEARS  IS  ENOUGH 

For  More  Information:  American  Indian  Movement  (415)  386  4373 
or  Earth  First  (510)  848  8724 
AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT  (CALIFORNIA) 

3145  GEARY  BLVD.  #517 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIF  94118 

PH-  (415)  386  4373 

FAX  (415)  386  4547 

E MAIL  aimca@igc.apc.org 

AIM  (North  Coast)  (707)  869  2446 

AIM  (Sacramento  area)  (916)647  9849 

"RE : International  Court  of  Justice"  

Date:  Wed,  13  Mar  1996  05:05:11  GMT 

From:  sfuwki@scfn. thpl.lib.fi. us  (David  Goyette) 

Sub j : International  Court  of  Justice  - first  sitting  (2-4  April  1996) 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. Canada, soc . culture. native, alt . native 

Date:  April  2,3  & 4,  1996 

Location:  Radisson  Hotel 
100  Kent  Street 
Ottawa,  Ontario 
KIP  5R7 

Telephone:  (613)  238-1122 
FAX:  (613)  783-4229 

The  first  sitting  of  the  court  will  be  held  in  the  ballroom  of  the  hotel. 
The  sessions  are  open  to  the  public  and  everyone  is  welcome  to  attend. 

Rooms  have  been  blocked  off  at  the  Radisson  Hotel  at  the  rate  of  $73.00 
single  or  double. 

Travel  arrangements : 

Pash  Travel  is  the  official  travel  agency  for  the  First  Nations 
International  Court  of  Justice.  Special  convention  rates  have 
been  arranged  with  Canadian  Airlines,  American  Airlines  and  Air 
Canada . 

Please  call: 


Pash  Travel  at  1-800-665-5554  or 

Canadian  Conventionair  directly  -1-800-665-5554  and 
refer  to  MJ10245,  or 

Air  Canada  Conventions  -1-800-361-7585  and 
refer  to  CV961148 

For  further  information  on  the  Court,  please  contact: 

Chiefs  of  Ontario,  22  College  Street  2nd  floor,  Toronto  Ontario.  M5G  1K2 
Telephone-  1-416-972-0212  FAX  - 1-416-972-0217 

FIRST  NATIONS  INTERNATIONAL  COURT  OF  JUSTICE 
22  College  Street  2nd  Floor,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5G  1K2 
Phone:  (416)972-0212 
FAX:  (416)972-40217 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 

National  Launch  of  the  First  Nations  International  Court  of  Justice 

Toronto,  Ontario  A reception  launching  the  First  Nations  International 
Court  of  Justice  will  be  held  Thursday,  February  22,  1996  at  6 pm  in  the 
"Penthouse"  of  the  Radisson  Hotel,  100  Kent  St.  Ottawa.  Media  are  invited 
to  attend  the  reception  which  will  include  a brief  program  to  introduce  the 
Court  and  its  procedures.  This  reception  will  launch  a series  of  events 
nationwide  leading  up  to  the  sitting  of  the  First  Nations  International 
Court  of  Justice  to  be  held  in  Ottawa,  April  2,  3,  and  4.  1996 

Fundamental  to  the  well  being  and  prosperity  of  this  country,  is  the 
recognition  of  the  rights  of  the  First  Nation  Peoples  of  this  land.  The 
continual  Crown  breaches  of  international  law  and  constitutionally  protected 
treaty  and  Aboriginal  rights  experienced  by  all  Aboriginal  groups  in  Canada, 
has  led  to  a unique  show  of  support  for  this  International  Tribunal. 

Mr.  Gordon  Peters,  Ontario  Regional  Chief  and  chair  of  the  First  Nations 
International  Court  of  Justice  stated  "we  can  no  longer  wait  for  other 
governments  to  protect  and  implement  our  rights.  Their  agenda  is  to  reduce 
us  to  municipal  governments.  It  is  time  we  acted  to  put  back  into  place  our 
aboriginal,  treaty  and  inherent  rights  and  relationships". 

The  First  Nations  International  Court  of  Justice  represents  the 
continuation  of  a long  battle  for  First  Nations  to  give  full  expression  to 
the  Treaties  and  implement  our  Aboriginal,  Treaty  and  inherent  rights  which 
have  never  been  relinquished.  It  is  a tangle  demonstration  of  the  exercise 
of  our  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Gordon  B.  Peters,  Ontario  Regional  Chief  Tel:  (416)  972-0212 

Andrea  Chrisjohn,  Executive  Director,  Chiefs  of  Ontario  Fax:  (416)  972-9217 

Sylvia  Thompson,  Chiefs  of  Ontario 

FNICJ  Registrar,  c/o  University  of  Ottawa,  Faculty  of  Law,  57  Louis  Pasteur, 
Ottawa,  ON,  KIN  6N5  PHONE:  613-562-5800  ext  3314  FAX  613-562-5124 

David  Goyette 
Co-director 

First  Nations  Resource  Network,  Inc/Red  Sticks  Press 
PO  Box  59 

St  Petersburg,  FI  33731 

813-821-6604 

813-821-8804  fax 

sfuwki@scfn.thpl . lib . f 1 . us 

90:3603/264 

1:3603/390 


"RE : He  Who  Holds  the  Pen"  

Date:  Fri,  15  Mar  96  16:59:26  EST 

From:  gwelker@mail.lmi.org 

Sub j : He  who  holds  the  pen  controls  history 


Source:  gopher : //gopher. igc . ape .org/0. /or gs/ urban hab/ . RPE/10 


How  else  can  we  explain  the  white-washed  versions  of  what  passes  as  truth 
in  this  country?  From  the  historical  lies  taught  to  school  children  to 
the  false  images  projected  by  mainstream  media  to  the  tomahawk-chopping 
stereotypes  absorbed  and  perpetuated  by  the  masses,  the  truth  about  Native 
peoples  and  our  history  has  been  colorblind  and  culture-blind  for  far  too 
long. 

After  years  of  repressive  struggles,  we  are  finally  seeing  the  voices  of 
Native  peoples  emerge  to  shed  much-needed  light  on  the  dark  past  of 
America's  history. 

The  journeys  of  Native  people  through  the  last  500  years  have  been 
painful  and  much  has  been  lost  since  the  invasions.  Whole  nations  of  our 
relations  were  wiped  out  in  the  holocaust  with  no  survivors  to  carry  on 
their  distinct  cultures.  The  list  of  nations  lost  that  appears  in  this 
issue  was  researched  by  the  Morning  Star  Foundation  with  the 
acknowledgement  that  it  is  only  a partial  list  of  those  no  longer  with  us, 
except  in  spirit. 

We  remember  and  mourn  for  them  in  1992,  and  we  learn  from  them  as  well. 

A memory  cannot  hold  her  child  or  protect  his  family. 

The  price  of  survival  was  and  continues  to  be  very  high  for  Native 
Nations.  Many  of  us  are  descendants  of  prisoners  of  war,  living  on  small 
islands  of  what  was  once  our  homelands.  We  must  continually  fight  for 
water  and  land  rights,  for  religious  freedom,  for  equitable  treatment  in 
the  courts,  and  for  dignity  as  a people.  In  our  homeland,  we  now  have 
the  highest  rate  of  infant  mortality,  the  highest  rates  of  teen  suicide, 
of  alcoholism,  of  unemployment,  and  poverty.  These  conditions  were 
caused  by  the  unjust  and  inhumane  treatment  Native  people  have  had  to 
endure  for  500  years.  If  anything,  we  are  survivors.  Our  spiritual  ties 
to  our  Mother,  the  Earth,  have  kept  us  strong  in  times  of  great  hardship. 

The  words  of  our  grandmothers  and  grandfathers  have  taught  us  respect 
for  the  web  of  life  and  the  interdependence  of  all  things  in  the  universe. 

The  stories  passed  down  through  the  oral  tradition  remind  us  that  we  are 
all  connected. 

At  this  turning  point  in  history,  the  elders  remind  us  that  the  paths  we 
choose  today  are  critical  to  sustaining  the  Native  Nations  of  tomorrow.  We 
all  bear  the  responsibility  of  making  choices  that  will  affect  the 
generations  to  come. 

As  we  look  toward  the  next  500  years,  we  can  be  encouraged  by  the 
increasing  number  of  strong  Native  voices  that  are  surfacing  from  the 
pervasive  oppression  of  the  past  to  help  enlighten  our  journeys. 

In  this  issue  of  RPE,  we  have  collected  the  insightful  words  of  some  of 
Native  America's  most  clear  and  articulate  thinkers  --  writers  whose 
words  educate,  anger  and  inspire  us. 

Their  words  help  to  bring  clarity  and  vision  to  some  of  the  critical 
issues  facing  today's  Native  Nations. 

As  you  will  see,  it  is  long  past  time  for  Native  people  to  hold  the  pen. 
Valerie  Taliman,  Guest  Editor 
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No  Nuclear  Waste  on  Indian  Lands,  an  IEN  Resolution 9 

The  Western  Shoshone: 

Following  Earth  Mother's  Instructions,  by  Doe  Sanchez 10 

Declaration  of  Quito 12 

The  Off -Again,  On-Again  Garbage  Dump,  by  Marina  Ortega 13 

Partial  listing  of  those  Native  Nations  that  did  not 

survive  the  invasion,  1492-1992 14 


Struggles  Unite  Native  Peoples:  An  Interview  with  Chief  Tayac, 


by  Phil  Tajitsu  Nash 16 

Healing  Global  Wounds,  by  Valerie  Taliman 18 


RESOURCES: 

Oren  R.  Lyons,  John  C.  Mohawk,  Vine  Deloria,  Dr.  and  others. 

Exiled  in  the  Land  of  the  Free:  Democracy,  Indian  Nations  and  the  U.S. 
Constitution,  1992.  Available  from  Clear  Light  Publishers,  823  Don  Diego, 
Santa  Fe,  NM  87501.  505/989-9590. 

Three  excellent  publication  are  available  from  the  American  Indian 
Program,  Cornell  University,  300  Caldwell  Hall,  Ithaca,  NY  14583. 

The  Indian  Roots  of  American  Democracy,  an  examination  of  the 
Iroquois'  influence  on  the  development  of  American  democracy.  Special 
Constitution  Bicentennial  Edition,  1988. 

- View  From  the  Shore,  American  Indian  perspectives  on  the 
Quincentenary,  Columbus  Quincentenary  Edition,  1990. 

Northeast  Indian  Quarterly,  a magazine  dedicated  to  the 
proposition  that  "there  exists  an  American  Indian  World."  The  quarterly 
seeks  to  promote  a better  understanding  of  Native  communities. 

Soldiers  Falling  Into  Camp,  written  by  Native  authors  and 

historians  who  documented  the  Crow  and  Lakota  oral  traditions  of  the  Battle  of 
Little  Big  Horn.  Published  in  1992  by  Affiliated  Writers  of  America,  PO  Box 
343,  Encampment,  WY  82325. 

Andrew  Maier,  "Beating  the  MRS."  A step-by-step  how-to  manual  on 
stopping  Monitored  Retrievable  Storage  nuclear  waste  sites  in  your  community 
or  reservation.  Mountaineer  Policy  Institute,  264  High  St,  Morgantown,  WV 
26505.  304-296-8611. 

Stop  Radiating  Native  Lands:  End  500  Years  of  Injustice,  Healing 
Global  Wounds  Participants  Handbook  published  by  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation 
and  the  Global  Anti-Nuclear  Alliance.  An  excellent  and  informative  resource 
on  nuclear  waste  and  Indian  lands.  Healing  Global  Wounds,  Box  4082,  Las 
Vegas,  NV  89127.  702/386-8696. 

Rethinking  Columbus,  a special  issue  of  Rethinking  Schools 
focusing  on  education,  offers  96  pages  of  resources  and  teaching  ideas  for 
kindergarten  through  college.  Available  for  $6  from  1001  E.  Keefe  Avenue, 
Milwaukee,  WI  53212;  414/964-9646. 

Indigenous  Environmental  Perspectives:  A North  America  Primer.  A 
discussion  and  series  of  case  studies  of  North  American  Indigenous 
environmental  issues.  56  pp.  Available  for  $6  from  the  Indigenous  Womens 
Network,  PO  Box  174,  Lake  Elmo,  MN  5 5042;  612/777-3629. 

Bradley  Angel,  The  Toxic  Threat  to  Indian  Lands:  A Greenpeace 

Report  (1991).  Details  the  toxic  assault  on  Native  America.  Available  from 

Greenpeace,  139  Townsend,  San  Francisco,  CA  94109. 

Periodicals 

Indigenous  Woman,  a publication  of  the  Indigenous  Women's  Network. 

Comes  with  $15  voting  membership  or  $25  supporting  membership  in  the  IWN. 

Write  IWN,  PO  Box  174,  Lake  Elmo,  MN  55042;  612/777-3629. 

News  from  Indian  Country,  a twice-monthly  newspaper  of  national 
Indian  news.  $24/year.  Route  2,  Box  2900-A,  Hayward,  WI  54843. 

715/634-5226. 

Native  Peoples,  a quarterly  dedicated  to  the  sensitive  portrayal 
of  the  arts  and  lifeways  of  native  peoples  of  the  Americas.  $18/year.  Order 
from  Media  Concepts  Group,  P.0.  Box  36820,  Phoenix,  AZ  85067-  6820; 
602/252-2236. 


NACE  News  from  the  Grassroots,  published  by  Native  Americans  for  a 
Clean  Environment.  $6/year.  NACE,  PO  Box  1671,  Tahlequah,  OK  74465. 


South  and  Meso  American  Indian  Information  Center  Newsletter, 
brings  extensive  news  of  indigenous  struggles  in  Central  and  South  America. 
Published  2-4  times/year,  $15  from  SAIIC,  PO  Box  28703,  Oakland,  CA  94604; 
510/834-4263. 

California  Indian  Basketweavers  Association  Newsletter,  monitors 
environmental  issues  that  touch  on  basket  weaving,  such  as  herbicide  use  in 
forestry.  16894  China  Flats  Road,  Nevada  City,  CA  95959. 

Native  American  News,  a publication  of  the  Citizen  Alert  Native 
American  Program.  Major  focus  on  nuclear  issues.  PO  Box  5391,  Reno, 

NV  89513;  702/827-4200. 

Groups 

Indigenous  Environmental  Network.  A national  coalition  of 

Indigenous  groups  that  provides  support  and  expertise  in  local  struggles. 

IEN,  19  Ellicott  Boulevard,  Tonawonda,  NY  14150.  Midwest  Region, 

PO  Box  485,  Bemidji,  MN  56601. 

Native  Americans  for  a Clean  Environment.  Provides  technical 

assistance  and  support  in  Native  environmental  struggles  nationwide.  NACE,  PO 

Box  1671,  Tahlequah,  OK  74465;  918/458-4322. 

California  Indians  for  Cultural  and  Environmental  Protection. 

Provide  technical  assistance  in  local  struggles  throughout  Southern  Calif, 
and  the  Southwest.  PO  Box  324,  Warner  Springs,  CA  92086;  619/782-3703. 

Alaska  Indigenous  Council  for  the  Environment.  An  organization  of 
grassroots  indigenous  people  who  are  concerned  about  protecting  Alaska  Native 
environment.  Alaska  ICE,  PO  Box  100454,  Anchorage,  AK  99510. 

Seventh  Generation  Fund.  A national  Native  American  intermediate 
grant  making  foundation  dedicated  to  maintaining  and  promoting  the  uniqueness 
of  Native  people  and  nations.  P.0.  Box  2550,  McKinleyville,  CA  95521; 
707/839-1178. 

International  Indian  Treaty  Council.  Advocates  for  treaty  rights 
before  the  United  Nations  and  other  international  tribunals.  710  Clayton 
Street  #1,  San  Francisco,  CA  94117. 


Race,  Poverty  & the  Environment  | 

c/o  Earth  Island  Institute  j Phone:  415-788-3666 

Urban  Flabitat  Program  | FAX:  415-788-7324 

300  Broadway,  Suite  28  | E-mail:  earthisland@igc.apc.org  San 

Francisco,  CA  94133-3312  | 


"RE : Poem:  They  Come  to  Us"  

Date:  17  Mar  96  03:58:23  EST 

From:  Brave  Wind  <103651. 3511@compuserve.com> 

Sub j : They  Come  to  Us 

UUCP  email 

THEY  COME  TO  US 

The  heart  seeks  that  which  was  lost 
from  generations  long  ago 
It's  the  prayer  of  our  Ancestors 
that  makes  that  fire  grow 


If  we  listen  very  carefully 
to  what  is  being  said 
we  will  hear  their  spirits 
say  that  they  are  not  dead 

They  come  to  us  in  visions 
they  come  to  us  in  dreams 
We  need  to  learn  to  listen 
as  their  wisdom  flows  in  streams 

Once  we  find  the  path 
that  leads  us  on  our  way 
we  will  begin  our  journey 
and  our  Centeredness  will  stay 

Each  day  our  eyes  will  open 
in  the  Spirit  we  will  see 
what  lies  ahead  to  help  us 
to  see  that  we  are  free 

We  are  a Native  Peoples 
Keepers  of  the  Earth 
we  have  just  experienced 
a spiritual  rebirth 

Each  part  of  life  begins 
to  have  more  meaning  than  we  knew 
our  spirits  have  awakened 
we  now  see  what  is  true 

We  feel  the  heart  of  Mother  Earth 
as  the  Drum  beats  in  a Sacred  Way 
We  feel  One  with  All  Creation 
and  we  have  learned  to  pray 

Not  as  those  who  beg  and  ask  for  favors 
as  those  who  do  not  understand 
We  pray  to  help  Our  People 
and  the  Creatures  of  this  land 

Brave  Wind 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/03/13  21:55 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

Genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  24-30 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

24 

The  creative  source  is  also  the  source  of  life. 

25 

Each  of  us  must  aspire  to  the  heights  of  our  own  abilities. 

26 

Our  spirits  are  reborn  in  the  land. 

27 

What  benefits  the  Earth,  Ke  Au  Nei,  benefits  all  life. 

28 


Find  the  good  in  every  aspect  of  life. 

29 

The  wind  bides  for  a spell  in  this  place,  then  it  seeks  other  lands 
to  explore. 

30 

Stone  remains  when  all  else  passes  away. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

- "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  21  Mar  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

Genie  email 

From:  Art  Coulson  <72650. 3712@CompuServe.C0M> 

Subject:  Native  Voices  event,  Rochester,  NY 
Newsgroups : soc . culture . native , alt . native 

Native  Voices 

Symposia  on  Contemporary  Native  American  Issues 
March  29-20,  Rochester,  N.Y.  All  events  free  and  open  to  public 
Friday,  March  29-8  p.m.,  Dewey  Flail,  University  of  Rochester 
Keynote:  Alfonso  Ortiz  (San  Juan  Pueblo),  Univ.  of  New  Mexico 
Saturday,  March  30  - 9:30  a.m.  to  5 p.m.  - Eisenhart  Auditorium, 
Rochester  Museum  & Science  Center 
Potluck  and  Social  - Benefits  Freeman  Johnson  Scholarship  Fund 
Eisenhart  Auditorium,  5-10  p.m.  Emcee:  G.  Peter  Jemison  (Cattaraugus 
Seneca) 

For  information:  Susan  Applegate  Krouse  (Western  Cherokee) 
716-586-2525,  Ext.  630;  Paul  Goldblatt,  716-475-7433;  Yvonne 
Bilinski  (Navajo)  716-275-3157;  or  E-mail  totsuhwa@aol.com 


From:  John  Berry  <berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Subject:  OSU  Native  Awareness  Week 

Oklahoma  State  University 
Native  American  Awareness  Week 
Schedule  of  Events 
Spring  1996 

Potluck  Dinner  Celebrating  Family  and  Friends 
6:00  pm  Stillwater  Community  Center 
8th  and  Duck,  Stillwater,  OK 
Competition  Pow-Wow 
Colvin  Annex 
Ron  Harris  - Stroud,OK 
Mike  Whitecloud  - El  Reno, OK 
Ralph  Haymond  - Pawnee, OK 
Angela  Thurman  - Shawnee, OK 
George  Alexander  - Ponca  City, OK 
Osage  Gourd  Clan  - Pawhuska,OK 


Friday  22  March 


Saturday  23  March 

Master  of  Ceremonies 
Headsinger 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Arena  Director 
CoHost 

Gourd  Dance  2:00pm 

Supper  5:30 

Grand  Entry  7:00pm 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 


lanet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Robin  Silver,  Patricia  Cummings,  Brave  Wind, 
Richard  F.  Boland(via  R.  Paton),  Alice  McCombs,  Joseph  Thompson, 

AIM  (California),  David  Goyette,  Glenn  Welker,  Andrea/Planet  Peace, 

Flarold  P.  Koehler,  Stephen  Kishewitsch,  Nicholas  Wilson, 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCFIAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  21  Mar  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

Genie  email 


Original  Sender:  ltate@hiwaay.net  (Les  Tate) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Trail  of  Tears  Symposium  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
Inaugural  Meeting  of  the  Trail  of  Tears  Association  at  the  Riverfront 
Flilton  Inn  in  North  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  on  April  17-18,  1996. 

The  following  is  a synopsis  of  the  schedule.  (To  save  space,  I 
am  using  ToT  as  abbreviation  for  Trail  of  Tears) 


Tuesday 

April 

16 

6:30pm 

Early  Bird  Reception 

Wednesday 

April 

17 

8:30am 

ToT  Association  Plenary  Session 

9:30am 

Introduction  to  the  Trail  of  Tears 

10:15am 

ToT  Assn  State  Caucus  Meetings 

11:45am 

Keynote  Luncheon 

1:00pm 

Welcome  and  Introduction 

1:15pm 

Early  Indian  Settlement  to  Governmental 

Policy  Focusing  on  Jacksonian  policy 

2:15pm 

The  Cherokee  Removal 

3:15pm 

The  Creek  Removal 

4:00pm 

The  Choctaw  Removal 

6:00pm 

Reception 

7 : 00pm 

ToT  Assn  Benefit  Dinner  ($50/person) 

Thursday 

April 

18 

8:30am 

ToT  Assn  Plenary  Session  (gen'l  business) 

10:00am 

Notable  Trail  Sites  in  Arkansas 

11:00am 

New  Research  - New  Findings:  Recent  ToT  Research 

12:00 

Luncheon 

1:30pm 

Panel  Discussion  (symposium  speakers) 

Registration  deadline  is  March  22:  after  this  date  add  $5/person  late 
fee.  Non-member  registration,  $50/person;  Members,  $30/person.  Make  checks 
payable  to  Trail  of  Tears  Association.  Mail  name,  address,  etc.  (and  check) 
to  Trail  of  Tears  Symposium,  American  Indian  Center  of  Arkansas,  1100  N. 
University,  Suite  133,  Little  Rock,  AR  72207-6344.  Vendors  and  display  space 
available  at  $50/unit.  Call  AICA  at  (501)  666-9032  for  details. 


Original  Sender:  john.farrington@psl-online.com  (John  Farrington) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

For  your  pow-wow  calendar,  here  is  an  updated  TX-NM-LA  list. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  admission  is  free  to  all  except  the 
Gathering  Of  Nations  Pow-Wow  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 

3/23/96:  Southern  Cherokee  Tribe  Intertribal  Benefit  Pow-Wow, 

at  Albert  Sallas  County  Park  Arena,  New  Caney  TX. 

Bill  Busby,  713-429-9991,  or  Jerry  Ann  DeLeon,  713-477-1570. 
Smokes  Of  Spring  Pow-Wow,  American  Indian  Science  & 


3/30/96: 


Engineering  Society  NNMCC  (N.  New  Mexico  Community 
College,  505-751-0447,  E-mail  to  jabeyta@nnm . cc . nm . us 
or  danbegay@nnm.cc.nm.us 

4/6/96:  Alabama-Coushatta  Benefit  Pow-Wow,  at  the  A/C  Gym. 

Drum:  not  listed,  probably  the  A/C  Woodland  Singers 

Bring  a covered  dish  supper  at  5:30  PM 

Gourd  dancing  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  at  7:45  PM. 

For  information  call  Sharon  Miller  or  Bryan  Williams, 
409-563-4391. 

4/12-13/96:  2nd  Annual  Native  People's  Of  Texas  Festival  And 
Championship  Dance  Contest,  in  association  with  the 
American  Indian  Veterans  Society,  at  the  Pow-Wow 
Pavilion/Collector's  Mall,  East  15th  St.,  Plano,  TX. 

Dancing  starts  Friday  at  6 PM,  Saturday  at  1 PM. 

For  information  call  Frank  Tongkeamha  after  6 PM, 

214-333-3908,  or  Doris  Lieber,  214-422-4794. 

4/13/96:  Intertribal  Council  Of  Houston  Benefit  Pow-Wow,  at 

St.  Mary's  Seminary  Gym,  9845  Memorial  Drive,  Houston. 

Gourd  dancing  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  at  7:30  PM 
For  info  call  713-920-1251  (please  do  not  call  St.  Mary's) 
4/26-27/96:  Texas  Gulf  Coast  Tiah-Piah  Annual  Pow-Wow,  at 
Albert  Sallas  County  Park,  New  Caney,  TX. 

Gourd  dancing  at  7 PM  Friday,  2 PM  and  7 PM  Saturday 
Supper  break  5-7  PM  Saturday 

For  information  call  Mrs.  Linda  Venzke,  409-948-9048 
4/25-27/96:  Gathering  Of  Nations  Pow-Wow,  Miss  Indian  World  Contest, 

Univ.  of  New  Mexico  Campus  at  Albuquerque,  NM 
For  information,  call  voice:  505-836-2810, 
fax:  505-839-0475. 

Internet  page:  http://www.atiin.com/gathering.of.nations 

5/4/96:  Alabama-Coushatta  Benefit  Pow-Wow,  at  the  A/C  Gym 

5/17-19/96:  Tunica-Biloxi  Of  Louisiana  Pow-Wow,  at  Marksville  LA 
Registration  17th  12  noon  to  18th  12  noon. 

For  information  call  Pat  or  Barbara,  800-272-9767,  or 
Sharon,  800-946-1946,  X-2042,  or  Hohn,  X-2030. 

5/18-19/96:  Choctaw-Apache  Tribe  of  Ebarb  Louisiana  3rd  Annual  Pow-Wow 
Call  Tribal  Office  to  verify  location  and  times,  as 
they  are  not  listed. 

Info:  (318)  645-2588  (Tribal  office) 

5/18/96:  Alabama-Coushatta  Mini  Pow-Wow,  on  the  A/C  Res. 

5/31/96  to  6/1/96:  Alabama-Coushatta  28th  Annual  Pow-Wow, 

on  the  A/C  Reservation  Livingston,  TX. 

"RE : Mt.  Graham  URGENT  Appeal"  

Date:  Fri,  15  Mar  1996  14:49:48  -0800 
From:  amt@teleport.com  (Planet  Peace) 

Sub j : Mt.  Graham  URGENT  Appeal  to  Our  Supporters 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ Visit  the  Apache  Survival  Coalition's  Home  Page  at 

http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/  for  background  info  on  the  Mt. 
Graham  issue  and  other  issues  concerning  indigenous  peoples.  ] 

PLEASE  POST/CIRCULATE  THIS  MESSAGE 

Apache  Survival  Coalition 

PO  Box  1237,  San  Carlos,  Arizona  85550 

Tel/Fax:  602-475-2543 

Friday,  March  15,  1996 

To  Our  Supporters  & Friends: 

This  note  is  an  urgent  appeal  to  our  supporters.  We  are  calling  on 
President  Clinton  to  inform  Congress  and  the  news  media  in  writing  that  he 


will  veto  any  anti-environmental  and  anti-cultural  riders  and  any 
provisions  reducing  the  rights  of  citizens  to  participate  or  challenge 
government  decisions. 

Specifically,  we  are  asking  him  to  veto  any  appropriations  bill  or  any 
continuing  resolution  that  contains  the  Mt.  Graham  rider.  The  Mt.  Graham 
rider  is  Section  335  of  the  Interior  Appropriations  Bill. 

A short  note  might  say: 

"Dear  President  Clinton:  Please  veto  all  bills  with  any  anti-environment 
and  anti-cultural  riders,  especially  bills  containing  the  Mt.  Graham  rider 
which  is  offensive  to  Native  American  and  undermines  environmental 
protection  and  due  process." 

Please  send  at  once  by  fax  to:  202-456-2461.  Mail  may  be  too  slow,  but  if 
you  have  no  fax,  send  to:  White  House,  Washington,  D.C.,  20500. 

Sincerely, 

Ola  Cassadore-Davis 
ASC  Chairperson 

\Planet  Peace  http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/ 

Nothing  Real  Can  be  Threatened.  Nothing  Unreal  Exists. 

w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w 

"RE : Stoney  Point  Pinery  Park"  

Date:  Mon,  18  Mar  1996  08:04:47  -0600 

From:  hkoehler@web.apc.org 

Sub j : Stoney  Point  Pinery  Park  Urgent  Act 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

STONEY  POINT  PINERY  URGENT  ACTION 

Mar  11,  1996 

VISITING  THE  PINERY  PROVINCIAL  PARK? 

We  hope  you  enjoy  our  traditional  hunting  area.  We  are  always  willing  to 
share  the  earth  with  all  creation.  Are  you  aware  that  this  is  the  Stoney 
Point  Aazhoodena  homeland  territory?  One  day  we  will  again  be  the  managers 
and  stewards  of  this  park.  It  is  part  of  the  unceded  territory  set  aside  by 
the  treaty  of  1827.  Another  part  of  our  territory  was  taken  under  the  War 
Measures  Act  in  1942  with  the  promise  that  this  territory  would  be  returned 
at  the  end  of  World  War  II.  This  was  to  be  done  53  years  ago.  We  wish  to 
hold  the  government  to  their  promises.  We  feel  that  since  you  are  aware  of 
the  beauty  of  this  land,  you  will  also  be  interested  in  the  history  of  it. 

POINTS  TO  PONDER 

The  Pinery  Provincial  Park  is  situated  on  unceded  Stoney  Point  Aazhoodena 
Territory  that  was  set  aside  by  treaty. 

In  1942  when  the  War  Measures  Act  was  invoked  the  Stoney  point  people  were 
stripped  of  all  human  rights  and  it  was  against  the  Canadian  laws  for  them 
to  even  come  together  to  protest.  Their  affairs  were  administered  by  the 
Indian  agent. 

While  you  are  enjoying  this  beautiful  land,  remember  that  it  is  the 
traditional  hunting  grounds  of  the  Stoney  point  people,  their  source  of  food 
and  livelihood.  This  camping  enjoyment  comes  at  the  expense  of  Stoney  point 
homes  and  lives. 

CONCERNED? 

Write,  phone  or  fax  the  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  (MNR),  Mike  Harris, 
the  Solicitor  General,  the  Attorney  General,  Ron  Irwin,  David  Collenette, 
Ralph  Brant,  your  MP  and  MPP  requesting  that  the  rights  of  the  Stoney  Point 
people  be  honoured  and  respected  and  urging  them  to  promote  a peaceful 
resolution  of  the  Stoney  Point  restoration. 

Ask  them  to  honour  the  1827  Treaty.  Ask  them  to  honour  the  promise  to 
restore  the  Stoney  Point  community  at  the  end  of  World  War  II. 

Request  that  there  be  no  more  bloodshed. 


Ask  who  killed  Dudley  George  and  why? 

We  hope  you  enjoy  your  spiritual  renewal  at  the  Pinery  Provincial  Park  in 
Aazhoodena  Territory  giving  thanks  to  Gzhe-Mnidoo,  the  Creator,  for  this 
beautiful  resource  and  when  it  is  transferred  back  into  Stoney  Point 
Aazhoodena  hands,  we  hope  you  will  continue  to  do  so. 

Gehi-miigwetch ! The  Aazhoodenaang  Enjibaajig  - The  Stoney  Point  People. 

ADDRESSES 

Ron  Irwin,  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs,  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa  ON  K1A 
0H4  Fax:  (819)953-4941  Tel:  (819)997-0380 

Mike  Harris,  Premier  of  Ontario,  Legislative  Building,  Rm  281,  Queen's  Park, 
Toronto  ON  M7A  1A1  Fax:  (416)325-3745  Tel:  (416)325-1941 

Robert  Runciman,  Solicitor  General  of  Ontario,  175  Bloor  St.  E.  #400  North 
Tower,  Toronto  ON  M4W  3R8  Fax:  (416)326-5085  Tel:  (416)326-5075 

Charles  Harnick,  Attorney  General  of  Ontario,  720  Bay  ST..  FI.  11,  Toronto 
ON  M5G  2K1  Fax  (416)326-4016  Tel:  (416)326-4000 

Chris  Hodgson,  Minister  of  Natural  Resources,  900  Bay  St..  Rm  Ml-73 
Toronto  ON  M7A  2C1  Fax  (416)314-1593  Tel  (416)314-2000 

David  Collenette,  minister  of  national  Defence,  101  Col.  By  Drive,  Ottawa  ON 
K1A  0K2  Fax:  (613)995-8189  Tel  (613)992-4581 

Ralph  Brant,  Chief  Negotiator,  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs,  10  Wellington, 
Hull  PQ  K1A  0H4,  Fax:  (819)953-9406  Tel  (819)994-7544 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION: 

Marcia  Simon,  Stoney  Point,  (519)786-4052 
Glen  George,  Stoney  Point 

Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  the  Native  Peoples,  Toronto 
(416)972-1573 

// ----// 

Posted  by:  Harold  P.  Koehler,  43  Napoleon  Drive,  London  ON  N5V  4A8 
(519)453-5452,  Fax  453-3676  E-mail  hkoehler@execulink.com 

"RE:  Greetings  to  Sisters  in  Prison"  — 

Date:  Wed,  13  Mar  1996  11:28:26  -0500 

From:  stevek@web.apc.org  (Stephen  Kishewitsch) 

Sub j : send  greetings  to  sisters  in  prison  for  women 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Prison  for  Women  in  Kingston,  Ontario,  Canada's  largest  lockup  for 
women,  has  a disproportionate  population  of  Native  women  in  particular  (no 
news  there).  It's  known  for  not  being  a particularly  enlightened  place. 

Last  year  a disturbance  took  place  in  which  a number  of  women  were  strip- 
searched  by  male  guards,  shacked  and  left  with  nothing  to  wear. 

Wanda  Whitebird,  who  regularly  visits  the  sisters  in  the  prison,  will 
be  giving  a talk  this  Thursday  evening,  March  14  in  Toronto.  If  anyone  has 
greetings  to  send  to  the  sisters  in  the  prison,  please  post  them  to  me, 
stevek@web.apc.org  by  Thursday  evening  and  i will  pass  them  on  to  Wanda. 
Letters  are  about  the  only  thing  likely  to  make  it  past  the  prison  gates, 
but  they  will  give  comfort  and  support  to  the  sisters. 

There  will  also  be  a social  at  the  Prison  for  Women,  April  20,  for  any 
who  wish  to  attend.  You  get  to  meet  the  sisters  (in  a locked  gymnasium). 
Anyone  interested  will  need  to  get  security  clearance,  which  takes  10  days, 
plus  mailing  time.  You  can  write  the  prison  for  the  forms  (CPIC,  Canadian 
Personal  Information  something)  or  other  info,  PO  Box  515,  Kingston, 

Ontario,  K7L  4W7,  or  call  Pat  Tate  in  the  Kingston  Friendship  Centre,  (613) 
548-1500. 

(If  you're  in  Toronto,  Wanda's  talk  will  be  at  7:00  PM,  Thursday  March 


14,  First  Nations  House,  563  Spadina  Ave,  top  floor.) 

Meegwetch . 

Steve  Kishewitsch 

— "RE:  Round  Valley  Murder  Case  Update"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Mar  1996  14:40:03  -0800 
From:  nwilson@mcn.org  (Nicholas  Wilson) 

Sub  j : Round  Valley  murder  case  update 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Round  Valley  Murder  Case  Update 

Change  of  Venue  Sought  for  Bear  Lincoln  Trial 

Newspaper  Editor  Defies  Subpoena 

by  Nicholas  Wilson 
March  16,  1996 

UKIAH,  CA  A change-of -venue  motion  has  been  filed  in  the  murder  case 
of  Eugene  "Bear"  Lincoln,  the  Wailacki  Indian  man  charged  in  the  killing 
of  a deputy  sheriff  on  the  Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation.  In  a 
separate  development,  a newspaper  editor  refused  to  provide  the 
prosecution  with  the  original  of  a letter  to  the  editor  from  the 
defendant . 

Lincoln's  court-appointed  attorney  Philip  Delong  says  he's  not  likely  to 
get  a fair  and  impartial  trial  in  Mendocino  County.  A preliminary  report 
from  a jury  expert  concluded  that  pretrial  publicity  was  "extremely 
high"  and  prejudicial,  with  142  newspaper  articles  in  just  the  first  90 
days  following  the  shootings  on  April  14,  1995. 

The  defense  cited  a new  poll  showing  that  92.7  percent  of  the  county 
residents  polled  recognized  the  case,  and  that  45.4  percent  of  them 
believe  Lincoln  is  "definitely"  or  "probably"  guilty.  The  venue  motion 
cited  bias  and  prejudice  against  Native  Americans  in  Mendocino  County, 
where  they  make  up  only  4%  of  the  1990  census  population  of  80,345, 
while  84%  are  White,  10%  Hispanic,  and  1%  Black. 

The  prosecution  revealed  in  February  it  is  seeking  the  death  penalty 
against  Lincoln.  He  is  charged  with  first  degree  murder  of  Deputy 
Sheriff  George  "Bob"  Davis,  with  special  allegations  of  killing  a law 
enforcement  officer  and  lying  in  wait.  He  is  also  charged  with  second 
degree  murder  of  his  friend  Leonard  "Acorn"  Peters,  who  was  killed  by 
deputy  Davis  minutes  before  Davis  was  shot.  The  prosecution  alleges  that 
Lincoln  fired  the  first  shot,  setting  off  a gun  battle  in  which  first 
Peters,  then  Davis  died. 

Lincoln  has  said  that  he  and  Peters  were  ambushed  in  the  dark  on  rural 
Little  Valley  Road,  and  that  Peters  was  killed  in  front  of  him  for  no 
reason  and  with  no  warning.  Lincoln's  lead  defense  attorney,  3.  Tony 
Serna,  has  said  that  the  defense  will  be  based  primarily  on  self- 
defense.  Deputies  were  staked  out  just  off  the  winding  mountain  road 
watching  for  a suspect  in  another  killing  on  the  reservation  earlier  the 
same  evening. 

A massive  manhunt  for  Lincoln  resulted  in  a lawsuit  alleging  police 
misconduct  and  civil  rights  violations  against  reservation  residents. 
Lincoln  avoided  capture  for  four  months  despite  a $100,000  reward  and 
coverage  on  TV's  America's  Most  Wanted  program  before  turning  himself 
over  to  authorities  at  Serra's  San  Francisco  law  office  August  16,  1995. 

THE  LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR 

At  a March  15  court  hearing  on  the  case,  Anderson  Valley  Advertiser 
editor  and  publisher  Bruce  Anderson  fought  a prosecution  subpoena 
demanding  he  produce  the  original  letter  to  the  editor  from  Lincoln,  and 
the  envelope  that  contained  it.  Anderson  appeared  without  the  letter, 
but  with  an  attorney,  who  invoked  the  California  Reporters  Shield  Law. 
Anderson  declared  in  an  editorial  two  days  before  the  hearing:  "I  have 
the  letter  and  I have  the  envelope.  The  DA  is  not  getting  them."  He 


vowed  to  go  to  jail  rather  than  produce  the  letter. 

Deputy  District  Attorney  Aaron  Williams  told  the  judge  that  he  wanted  a 
handwriting  expert  to  establish  that  it  really  was  written  by  Lincoln  so 
it  can  be  used  as  evidence  against  him.  Williams  feels  the  letter  is 
incriminating,  placing  Lincoln  at  the  scene  of  the  shootings.  He  said  it 
also  could  be  used  to  attack  Lincoln's  credibility  because  of  statements 
made  in  the  letter.  Lincoln  wrote  that  he  and  Peters  were  ambushed,  and 
that  it  sounded  like  five  or  six  M-16s  firing  simultaneously.  Referring 
to  Peters,  Lincoln  wrote:  "He  broke  no  laws,  he  had  no  warrants  for  his 
arrest,  there  was  no  roadblock,  no  lights,  no  warning,  only  darkness, 
and  then  a blaze  of  gunfire." 

Anderson's  attorney,  Carl  Shapiro,  cited  the  shield  law's  clear 
protection  against  newspersons  being  forced  to  produce  information  which 
has  not  been  published.  On  that  basis  the  judge  quashed  the  subpoena  as 
to  the  envelope.  Shapiro  then  argued  that  case  law  provides  a number  of 
hurdles  that  must  be  met  before  a newsperson  can  be  forced  to  produce 
information.  The  first  test  is  that  the  information  must  be  so  vital 
that  the  outcome  of  the  case  would  be  changed  without  it.  The 
prosecution  already  has  an  earlier  letter  Lincoln  wrote  to  his 
girlfriend  that  places  him  at  the  scene  and  contains  many  of  the  same 
allegations.  A second  test  is  that  the  information  can  be  had  in  no 
other  way.  Shapiro  pointed  out  that  the  letter  was  published,  and  that 
a copy  can  be  used  as  evidence  when  the  original  can  not  be  had  after 
reasonable  effort. 

Shapiro's  main  argument  was  that  the  letter  to  the  editor  is  the  last 
bastion  of  the  freedom  of  speech  constitutionally  guaranteed  by  the  U.S. 
and  California  constitutions.  He  called  it  "as  vital  a part  of  free 
speech  as  exists  in  our  culture  today."  If  the  editor  is  forced  to 
produce  the  letter,  other  writers  would  lose  confidence  in  the  paper  as 
a safe  place  to  write  their  opinion,  chilling  free  expression. 

Dudge  lames  Luther  delayed  a decision  in  the  matter  until  March  22,  when 
the  next  hearings  in  the  case  are  scheduled.  The  change  of  venue  motion 
may  be  heard  as  soon  as  April  3,  but  may  be  delayed  due  to  scheduling 
conflicts.  The  complete  letter  to  the  editor  follows. 

LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR 
Anderson  Valley  Advertiser 
lanuary  17,  1995 

Editor, 

On  the  night  of  April  14,  1995,  on  top  of  "Little  Valley  Ridge"  is  a 
night  I'll  never  forget.  It  was  a night  that  I lost  one  of  my  best 
friends,  Leonard  Acorn  Peters. 

He  was  a man  who  was  respectful  of  everyone,  he  was  very  easy  to  get 
along  with.  He  was  a non-violent  man,  well-loved  and  respected  among  the 
Indian  community  on  the  "Round  Valley  Reservation."  He  loved  the  hills 
in  Hull's  Valley  where  he  lived  with  his  wife,  Cyndi  and  his  children. 

He  was  happy  living  the  simple  life  with  the  family  he  loved  very  much. 

April  14th  was  a dark  dark  night,  it  was  very  hard  to  see  anything.  On 
top  of  Little  Valley  Ridge  the  Mendocino  County  Sheriff's  Department 
laid  in  wait,  and  ambushed  and  murdered  our  brother  Acorn.  He  broke  no 
laws,  he  had  no  warrants  for  his  arrest,  there  was  no  roadblock,  no 
lights,  no  warning,  only  darkness,  and  then  a blaze  of  gunfire.  Acorn 
died  quickly,  I believe  he  was  dead  before  he  hit  the  ground.  The  M-16s 
were  still  going  off  even  after  he  was  down,  there  sounded  like  five  or 
six  weapons  going  off  all  at  the  same  time. 

I believe  that  the  Sheriff's  Department  was  only  interested  in  getting  a 
body  count.  I believe  it  was  their  plan  to  kill  as  many  Indians  as  they 
could . 

After  the  shooting  was  over  and  it  was  still  very  dark,  no  one  could  see 
20  feet  in  front  of  themselves.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  police  fired 
approximately  200  to  250  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  there  was  definitely 
more  than  just  one  M-16. 

We  the  native  people  on  the  "Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation"  are  a 


sovereign  nation,  or  at  least  on  paper  anyway.  What  the  Mendocino  County 
Sheriff's  Department  did  on  the  night  of  April  14th,  to  any  other 
sovereign  nation  would  be  considered  an  act  of  war! 

"Shoot  to  Kill,"  Bear  Lincoln  was  the  order  of  the  day.  Don't  give  him 
no  chances;  blow  him  away,  guilty  or  innocent,  he  must  die.  So  "shoot  to 
kill,"  was  the  order  of  the  day  in  Mendocino  County,  with  a $100,000 
bounty  for  my  scalp,  just  to  make  the  hunt  more  interesting. 

So  I must  send  a warning  to  all  my  Indian  brothers  to  be  wise  and  be 
strong,  because  your  lives  are  in  danger  in  northern  California. 
Especially  in  Mendocino  County,  Sheriff  Tuso  has  declared  war  on  the 
whole  Indian  population.  They  could  not  catch  me  in  the  hills  and 
execute  me  like  they  wanted.  But  they  will  settle  for  someone  else  for 
now,  they  still  want  their  revenge,  and  they  still  want  their  body  count 
of  Indians! 

Signed:  Pissed  off,  but  still  a "Peaceful  Organic  Vegetable  Farmer" 

Bear  Lincoln 
Ukiah 


- — "RE:  Clash  of  Values"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Mar  1996  13:38:44  EST 
From:  gwelker@mail.lmi.org 
Sub j : A Clash  of  Values 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Flere  are  some  observations  on  this  subject.  Perhaps  they  are  true.  Glenn 


A Clash  of  Values 

AMERICAN  INDIAN  (AI)  vs.  ANGLO  AMERICAN  (AA) 

Slower,  softer  speech  (AI) 

Louder,  faster  speech  (AA) 

Avoids  speaker/listener  with  little  or  no  eye  contact  (AI) 
Addresses  listener  directly  often  by  name  (AA) 

Interjects  less  (AI) 

Interrupts  frequently  (AA) 

Less  "encouraging  signs"  (nodding  of  head,  "uh  huh"  etc.)  (AI) 
Much  verbal  encouragement  (AA) 

Delayed  response  to  auditory  message  (AI) 

Immediate  response  to  auditory  message  (AA) 

Nonverbal  communication  prized  (AI) 

Verbal  skills  highly  prized  (AA) 

Cooperation  (AI) 

Competition  (AA) 

Group  needs  most  important  (AI) 

Personal  goals  most  important  (AA) 

Flarmony  with  nature  (AI) 

Power  and  control  of  nature  (AA) 

Control  self,  not  others  (AI) 

Control  of  self  and  others  (AA) 


Sharing,  keep  only  enough  to  satisfy  present  needs  (AI) 
Material  things  important  collected  and  respected  (AA) 


Participates  only  when  certain  of  ability  (AI) 
Trial  and  error  (AA) 

Privacy  and  noninterference  (AI) 

Need  to  control  all  situations  (AA) 

Physical  punishment  rare  (AI) 

Physical  punishment  accepted  (AA) 

Patient,  allows  others  to  go  first  (AI) 
Aggressive  and  competitive  (AA) 

Broken  English  accepted  (AI) 

Command  of  the  English  language  respected.  (AA) 
http: //www. indians . org/welker/values . htm 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  TRIBALLAW,  ARM-THE-SPIRIT, 

& NATIVE-L  listservers;  AISESnet;  UUCP  & Genie  email; 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info , be .general , soc . culture . native , alt . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include j in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"Go  into  the  Black  HillSj  the  hills  given  to  the  IndianSj  foreverj  in 
the  1868  treaty.  As  if  the  white  men  could  give  away  something  that 
never  belonged  to  them." 

Faith  Spotted  Eaglej  Yankton  Dakota 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  ConfederacieSj 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitutionj 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


Much  of  this  issue  is  devoted  to  Leonard  Peltier  and  the  Parole 


Commission's  denial  of  parole.  This  denial  came  in  spite  of  parole  being 
recommended.  This  denial  came  in  spite  of  several  admissions  by  government 
officials  that  Leonard  had  been  tried  with  false  testimony,  that  the 
government  had  failed  to  prove  he  had  committed  the  crime  he  has  been 
imprisoned  over  twenty  years  for,  and  in  spite  of  the  fact  his  behaviour 
has  been  exemplary. 

The  only  path  left  for  Leonard  Peltier's  release  is  Presidential 
pardon.  I pray  in  this  time  of  Presidential  election  campaigning  and 
political  upheaval  the  President  of  the  United  States  will  not  prove 
to  be  as  cowardly  as  his  contemporaries  in  the  justice  department. 

I pray  our  people  will  make  it  known  this  is  not  a thing  we  can  accept. 

I believe  we  have  come  to  a place  where  we  must  make  it  politically 
expedient  to  the  President  to  release  our  brother. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Peltier  Denied  Parole  - Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- ATS:  Leonard  Peltier  Denied  Parole  - Keweenaw  Bay 

- Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier  - Traditional  Hopi  Sinom  Face  Extinction 

- Get-Well  Cards  for  Peltier  - Lubicon:  Environmental  Destruction 

- Leonard,  Hope,  our  People  - Tlahtokan  Aztlan  Meeting 

- Destruction  of  Creek  Mounds 

- Legal  Victory 

- Western  Shoshone  Tribes 

- Nuxalkm  and  Supporters  Taken  Hostage 

- Comanche  History ...  revised 

- Poem:  Soul 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Peltier  Denied  Parole"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Mar  96  18:15:56  GMT 
From:  lpdc@idir.net  (Lisa  Faruolo) 

Sub j : Peltier  Denied  Parole 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

On  the  morning  of  3/20/96  at  approximately  12:00  noon  Leonard  Peltier  phoned 
the  LPDC  headquarters  to  read  the  letter  he  received  from  the  United  States 
Parole  Commission  denying  his  bid  for  parole.  The  letter  stated  that  the 
attending  parole  officer  overstepped  his  bounds  during  the  interim  hearing 
and  that  the  interim  hearing  should  have  dealt  solely  with  any  new 
developments  within  the  two  years  since  Leonard's  initial  hearing.  They  also 
stated  that  they  still  believed  that  he  was  culpable,  despite  the 
government's  concessions  during  the  hearing  on  December  11th.  LPDC  will  post 
the  letter  in  full  later  in  the  day.  PLease  voice  your  outrage!  Call  the 
Parole  Commission  at  301-492-5952,  fax  301-492-6694 

"RE;  ATS:  Leonard  Peltier  Denied  Parole"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Mar  96  03:38:25  -0800 
From:  Arm  The  Spirit  <ats@etext.org> 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier  Denied  Parole 

Mailing  List:  Arm  The  Spirit  <ats-l@burn . ucsd . edu> 


Parole  Denied  To  Leonard  Peltier  - March  20,  1996 


The  following  is  the  text  of  the  United  States  Parole  Commission's 
letter  of  denial  to  Leonard  Peltier: 

Leonard  Peltier: 

No  change  in  continuing  to  a fifteen  year  reconsideration  hearing, 
December  2008.  Reasons:  The  December  1995  hearing  led  to  a 
re-examination  by  the  hearing  examiner  of  the  issues  beyond  the 
normal  scope  of  an  interim  hearing,  including  the  previous  findings 
made  by  the  Commission  that  you  participated  in  the  execution  of 
two  FBI  agents.  The  limited  purpose  of  an  interim  hearing  under  28 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations  2.4  is  to  determine  whether 
circumstances  that  have  changed  since  the  last  hearing  warrant  a 
different  decision. 

The  Commission  declines  to  reopen  your  case  to  re-examine  your  role 
in  the  offense  since  there  are  no  significant  changes  regarding 
information  on  this  issue  from  the  information  presented  at  your  last 
parole  consideration.  You  have  not  given  a factual,  specific  account 
of  your  actions  at  the  time  of  the  offense  that  is  consistent  with  the 
jury's  verdict  of  guilt.  Considering  either  theory  of  your  participation 
in  the  crimes  outlined  by  the  government  at  the  trial,  the  Commission 
therefore  has  no  reasonable  basis  to  find  an  explanation  of  the  facts 
concerning  the  agents'  execution  other  than  the  version  presented  by 
the  government.  See  28  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  S2.19C.  The 
government  has  not  changed  its  position  that  circumstantial  evidence 
presented  at  your  trial  established  your  complicity  in  the  executions 
of  the  agents.  Their  circumstantial  evidence  described  in  several  of 
the  decisions  of  the  Eighth  Circuit  rejecting  your  appeals  supports  the 
previous  findings  that  you  participated  in  the  executions.  A full 
consideration  of  your  case  will  not  be  appropriate  until  your  15  year 
reconsideration  hearing.  Appeal  Procedures:  The  above  decision  is 
not  appealable. 
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The  above  decision  is  a clear  and  blatant  example  of  a complete 
disregard  for  justice.  The  USPC  states  in  this  decision  that  regardless 
of  the  information  brought  back  to  them  from  the  Parole  Officer 
presiding  at  the  December  11th  hearing,  and  despite  the  favorable 
recommendation  that  officer  made  following  the  government's  distinct 
concessions  that  no  direct  evidence  exists  against  Peltier  nor  do  they 
have  a clue  as  to  who  was  culpable  in  the  deaths  of  their  agents,  that 
it  is  more  convenient  to  keep  an  innocent  man  in  prison  than  to  deal 
with  the  controversy  and  impropriety  that  may  erupt  regarding  this 
case.  They  even  go  as  far  as  stating  that  Leonard  has  never  given  a 
factual  account  "consistent  with  the  jury's  verdict  of  guilt".  How  can 
an  innocent  man  give  a factual  account  of  guilt  when  he  is  not 
responsible?!?  Rather  than  face  the  FACTS  of  Peltier's  outrageous 
incarceration,  the  USPC  would  rather  scold  its  own  employee  for 
overstepping  his  bounds  where  they  should  commend  him  for  his 
social  conscience.  Still  a mystery:  The  Parole  Officer  who  made  the 
favorable  recommendation  has  since  lost  his  position  within  the 
USPC. 

VOICE  YOUR  OUTRAGE 

United  States  Parole  Commission--Phone  (301)492-5952, 

(301)492-5821,  Fax  them  at  (301)492-6694,  (301)492-5307, 

(301)492-6516,  (301)492-5525,  Fax  3anet  Reno  at  (202)514-4371, 
(202)514-4507,  phone  (202)514-2001,  (202)514-4195,  Deputy  AG 
3amie  Gorelick  fax  at  (202)514-0467,  (202)514-4699,  phone 
(202)514-2101,  Call  the  White  House  Chief  of  Staff 
fax(202)456-2883.  Legal  Counsel  to  President  fax  (202)456  1647, 

White  House  Comment  Line  at  (202)456-1111  and  Contact  your 


elected  officials. 

PLEASE  DON'T  SIT  BY  WHILE  DUSTICE  IS  BURIED!  ACT  NOW! 

To  keep  better  informed  on  this  case  and  other  important  issues  regarding 
Native  rights,  prison  reform,  indigenous  events, 

and  political  prisoners.  Subscribe  to  the  LPDC  newsletter  by  sending  $12.00 
for  a one  year  subscription  (6  issues)  to: 

LPDC,  Box  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044. 

++++  stop  the  execution  of  Mumia  Abu-Damal  ++++ 

++++  if  you  agree  copy  these  lines  to  your  sig  ++++ 

++++  see  http://www.xs4all.nl/~tank/spg-l/sigaction.htm  ++++ 
+++===+++===+++===+++===+++===+++===+++===+++===+++===+++===+++== 

Arm  The  Spirit  is  an  autonomist/anti-imperialist  collective  based 
in  Toronto,  Canada.  Our  focus  includes  a wide  variety  of 
material,  including  political  prisoners,  national  liberation 
struggles,  armed  communist  resistance,  anti-fascism,  the  fight 
against  patriarchy,  and  more.  We  regularly  publish  our  writings, 
research,  and  translation  materials  in  our  magazine  and  bulletins 
called  Arm  The  Spirit.  For  more  information,  contact: 

Arm  The  Spirit 
P.O.  Box  6326,  Stn . A 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M5W  1P7  Canada 

E-mail:  ats@etext.org 

WWW:  http://burn.ucsd.edu/~ats 

FTP:  ftp.etext.org  -->  /pub/Politics/Arm. The. Spirit 

"RE : statement  of  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Sat,  23  Mar  96  04:03:00  UTC  0000 
From:  a.horovitch@genie.com  (Brave  Star) 

Sub  j : Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier 

Genie  email 

"STATEMENT  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER  3/20/96 
Greetings  My  friends  and  Supporters, 

I want  to  take  the  time  this  day  to  thank  you  for  your 
diligence,  dedication  and  support  and  also  to  extend  my  wish  for 
peace  and  justice.  Over  two  decades  have  passed  without  resolution 
of  the  events  that  led  up  to  and  transpired  on  Dune  26th,  1975.  My 
heart  still  aches  for  the  families  who  lost  loved  ones,  of  your 
lives  quashed  prematurely.  When  you  pray  today,  please  include 
these  families. 

No  one  had  to  die  on  Dune  26th.  I will  remember  that  day 
always  as  a tragedy.  Three  young  men,  three  lives  that  held 
promise,  were  extinguished  from  the  world  because  of  the  terrifying 
and  narcissistic  power  vested  in  the  FBI  by  the  United  States 
government.  For  years  the  struggle  in  Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota 
escalated  in  seriousness  as  the  FBI  intervened,  armed  and  trained 
cruel  men,  GOONs  with  sophisticated  weapons.  It  escalated  as  the 
FBI  turned  it's  back  on  traditional  people  as  they  were  murdered 
and  assaulted,  as  their  houses  were  burned  to  the  ground  and  their 
children  and  grandparents  abused. 

We  were  asked  by  the  Tribal  elders  to  go  to  Pine  Ridge  and 
help  these  frightened  people  in  such  desperate  need  of  assistance. 

We  did  not  ask  to  be  assaulted  or  murdered.  We  did  not  want  to  meet 
violence.  We  simply  wanted  to  be  there  for  our  People. 

Twenty  years  later  I remain  incarcerated  despite  the 
government's  concessions  that  no  direct  evidence  exists  against  me 
to  prove  I am  guilty  of  anything  other  than  being  on  Pine  Ridge  in 
1975.  I am  n prison  because  I believe  that  we  must  stand  up  for 
those  less  fortunate,  that  our  voices  should  be  heard  for  the 


voiceless.  I remain  behind  bars  because  I represent  500  plus  years 
of  repression  and  I am  locked  away  because  the  FBI  and  US 
government  would  rather  cage  an  innocent  man  who  meant  something  to 
the  Movement  than  pursue  anyone  else. 

Today  you  make  a sacrifice  to  call  attention  to  me.  I cannot 
thank  you  enough  for  your  good  will  and  courage.  Please  remember 
my  call  to  peace  and  justice.  We  must  be  better  than  violence.  We 
must  be  better  than  them. 

May  the  Creator  keep  you  safe. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse, 

Leonard  Peltier 

Brave  Star 


"RE : Get-Well  Cards  for  Peltier"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Mar  96  09:39:41  GMT 
From:  jonto@falcon.cc.ukans.edu  (jonto) 

Sub j : Request  for  Get-Well  Cards  for  Peltier 

Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 
Hello  everyone. 

Leonard  is  doing  much  better.  He  has  had  surgery  on  his  knee  which  is  doing 
fine,  and  as  of  yesterday  he  is  no  longer  taking  pain  medication  for  his 
jaw.  In  the  beginning  he  was  being  "put  under"  in  order  to  do  rehab  on  his 
jaw.  This  would  have  been  extremely  painful  without  anesthetic,  but  it  only 
lasted  a week  and  now  things  are  looking  good  as  far  as  that  goes.  He 
probably  won't  have  to  have  any  more  surgery  if  the  jaw  continues  to  improve 
as  it  has. 

Letters  and  cards  of  encouragement  would  be  very  nice  though.  No  one  likes 
to  be  laid  up  in  the  hospital,  especially  when  they  can't  have  many 
visitors.  Leonard  is  no  exception.  His  address  is: 

89637-132 

Springfield  Medical  Facility 

1900  W Sunshine 

Box  4000 

Springfield  MO  65808 

Don't  expect  and  immediate  reply,  though.  He  is  a bit  behind  after  being 
laid  up  for  so  long.  But  he  does  read  all  mail  as  it  comes  in,  and  would 
very  much  like  to  hear  from  you. 

-Todd  Hiatt,  LPSG/KU 

"RE;  Leonard,  Hope,  our  People"  

Date:  Mon,  25  Mar  1996  14:41:08  -0600  (CST) 

From:  freedom@prairienet .org  (Freedom  Heart  Rising) 

Sub j : Leonard,  Hope,  our  People 

I understand  why  there  are  those  who  do  not  believe  that  Leonard  will  ever 
be  granted  freedom.  I understand  those  who  have  no  faith  in  the  lustice 
System.  I certainly  have  no  faith  in  it,  myself.  I see  so  many  innocent 
people  being  imprisoned  because  they  are  minorities;  because  they  are  poor; 
because  the  blame  needed  to  be  put  somewhere.  This  happens  to  the  poor  and 
impoverished  in  people  of  all  colours. 

I _must_  believe  that  there  is  hope  for  Leonard  being  freed!  THEY  WANT  ME 
TO  GIVE  UP  HOPE!!!  I cannot  do  the  work  I do,  if  I do  not  believe  it  will 
ever  touch  anyone,  or  do  any  good.  I sit  here  listening  to  "Songs  for 
Leonard  Peltier",  and  I feel  the  need  to  speak  of  the  others. 

Anna  Mae  Aquash,  who  was  murdered  after  Leonard  was  imprisoned.  The  FBI 
cut  off  this  woman's  hands,  and  sent  them  to  Washington,  supposedly  for 
identification,  even  though  the  FBI  agent  who  said  he  would  see  her  dead 
within  the  year  was  present,  and  knew  damn  well  who  she  was.  They  said  she 
froze  to  death.  They  threw  her  body  in  a unmarked  grave,  and  threw  her 
hands  in  as  well.  And  when  her  People  found  out  about  this,  they  had  her 


body  exhumed.  The  FBI  said  cause  of  death  was  that  she  froze  to  death. 

When  her  body  was  exhumed,  it  was  found  that  she  had  been  shot  in  the  back 
of  the  head,  execution-style.  The  FBI  did  not  see  this?  Every  time  I think 
of  this,  I weep  in  anger,  and  grief.  And  I want  to  scream,  at  the  things 
they  have  done  and  continue  to  do  to  our  brothers  and  sisters.  Anna  Mae 
Aquash.  Count  one... 

John  Trudell,  co-founder  of  AIM.  Fie  burned  an  American  Flag.  FHi s family 
was  murdered  for  this  act.  His  mother-in-law,  his  wife,  and  his  three 
children  were  burned  to  death,  when  the  house  they  were  in  was  burned  to  the 
ground.  Fie  says  "it  was  an  act  of  war."  I agree.  Count  6 more  - including 
Trudell,  who  though  very  much  alive  today,  has  suffered  greatly. 

Doe  Stuntz:  he  was  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  on  the  day  that  the  two  FBI  agents 
were  shot.  His  murder  was  not  even  investigated.  Fie  was  an  Indian.  That 
says  it  all.  Count  one  more. 

Wesley  Bad  Fleart  Bull:  was  stabbed  to  death  by  a white  man  who  said  " I'm 
going  to  kill  me  an  Indian".  Wesley's  mother  was  seized  and  beaten  on  the 
courthouse  steps  by  men  policemen  who  said  she  was  "yelling  obscenities." 

Count  two  more. 

Raymond  Yellow  Thunder,  who  was  severely  beaten  by  two  white  men,  for  "the 
fun  of  it",  and  was  then  stripped  from  the  waist  down,  and  paraded  before  a 
patriotic  gathering  at  an  American  Legion  dance  in  Gordon,  Nebraska.  Fie  was 
then  thrown  into  the  trunk  of  the  white  men's  car.  They  rode  around  town 
for  45  minutes  before  dropping  his  body  at  the  Laundromat.  Fie  staggered  to 
the  jail,  and  slept  the  night  there.  The  next  morning,  he  returned  to  the 
used  car  lot  where  he  lived,  and  he  died  there.  Alone.  Count  one  more... 

Elsie  Flood:  Beaten  to  death.  Count,  count,  count... 

Buddy  Lamont:  Shot  during  the  Siege  of  Wounded  Knee  in  1973.  Death  not 
investigated,  not  accounted  for.  Indian. 

I can  write  pages  of  names ...  names  of  Indian  people  killed,  tortured, 
beaten,  slaughtered,  day  in  and  day  out,  all  over  this  land.  I WILL  NOT 
FORGET!!!  Count  hundreds,  count  thousands.  Count,  count,  count. 

++++++ 

People  forget  that  there  was  a war  going  on  on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation. 

By  the  time  the  Traditionalists  asked  AIM  to  come  and  protect  their  people, 
there  had  been  _so_  many  of  them  killed  - and  none  of  the  deaths  were  ever 
investigated.  The  people  on  that  rez  were  being  threatened,  and  they  were 
terrified.  It  was  war.  There  were  deaths.  Those  who  were  there  that  day, 
fired  their  weapons  after  they  had  been  fired  upon.  IT  WAS  A WAR!!!  It 
seems  that  if  the  white  man  does  not  declare  it,  it  is  not  a war.  Well,  the 
Indian  Wars  are  never  over,  because  we  are  never  protected  or  treated  as 
equal.  Leonard  is  not  guilty.  So  many  of  us  know  and  believe  that. 

But  there  is  so  much  work  to  do.  And  if  I give  up  hope,  then  I cannot  work 
effectively  for  my  People  - for  all  people.  As  long  as  there  is  life,  there 
is  hope.  Leonard  has  not  given  up,  and  we  should  not  either.  Fie  is  behind 
bars-  we  who  are  out  here  have  to  fight  for  his  freedom.  And  if  we  are  to 
do  that,  then  we  have  to  believe  we  are  fighting  for  something  that  is 
possible.  That  because  we  do  not  give  up,  will  not  give  up,  will  not  let 
all  of  those  deaths  have  been  in  vain,  and  all  the  years  of  Leonard's  life 
that  have  been  taken  from  him  be  for  nothing  - nothing  - that  we  will  succeed. 

For  all  those  who  have  died,  been  shamed,  been  tortured ...  for  Anna  Mae,  for 
Wesley  Bad  Fleart  Bull,  for  Buddy  Lamont,  for  John  Trudell  and  family,  for 
Elsie  Flood,  for  Doe  Stuntz,  for  the  hundreds  that  were  murdered...  for 
those  who  are  suffering  and  dying  every  day. . . 

...for  Leonard  - we  must  _not_  give  up  hope.  And  we  must  keep  fighting  for 
what  is  right  not  only  for  our  People,  but  for  people  everywhere. 

Thanks  for  listening. 

Nvwhtohiyada : (peace): 

Freedom  Fleart  Rising 


Freedom  Fleart  Rising 
Tsalagi  (Cherokee) 

Free-lance  writer;  Freedom/LPSG 
f reedom@prairienet . org 


"The  greatest  revolution  of  our  generation  is  the  discovery  that  human  beings, 
by  changing  the  inner  attitudes  of  their  minds,  can  change  the  outer  aspects 
of  their  lives . " 

--William  lames-- 

"RE : Destruction  of  Creek  Mounds"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Mar  1996  05:27:54  GMT 

From:  edjakubo@garnet.acns.fsu.edu  (Eric  lakubowski) 

Sub j : Destruction  of  Creek  Mounds,  Macon  Georgia 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. Canada, soc . culture. native, alt . native 

I am  posting  this  for  a friend.  Follow-ups  can  be  addressed  to  him.  Fie 
has  given  permission  to  copy,  distribute,  and  post  the  following  message  in 
any  lawful  public  place.  Thanks  for  your  attention 
Eric  lakubowski,  Ph.D. 


MVSKOKE  CITIZENS  & CONCERNED  INDIVIDUALS 

One  of  the  best  preserved  historic  and  cultural  sites  of  our  people's  times 
in  Georgia  and  Alabama  is  the  Ocmulgee  National  Monument  in  Macon,  Georgia. 

It  consists  of  the  Ocmulgee  Mounds,  associated  with  our  Big  Spring  Tribal 
Town,  and  a site  called  the  Lamar  Mounds,  about  two  miles  south.  The 
smaller  Lamar  Mounds  site  is  about  five  hundred  years  older  than  the 
Ocmulgee  Mounds,  which  were  occupied  some  five  hundred  to  one  thousand 
years  ago.  The  Ocmulgee/Lamar  site  is  open  year  round  and  special  permits 
to  hike  back  to  the  Lamar  site  are  available  to  any  Muscogee  Indian  who 
requests  one  at  the  Museum  office.  Permits  are  required  to  prevent 
grave-robbing. 

The  large  and  beautiful  Ocmulgee  Mounds  have  been  turned  into  a National 
monument  and  preserved  as  a national  historic  and  cultural  site.  The  small 
Lamar  Mounds  are  preserved  but  not  developed  for  tourists.  Access  to  the 
Lamar  Mounds  is  by  trail  from  the  south  end  of  the  Ocmulgee  Mounds  site. 

The  Museum  has  been  visited  by  many  Muscogee  elders  in  recent  years  as 
several  communities  have  sponsored  bus  trips  to  the  old  lands  in  the 
southeast.  Several  elders  have  gotten  permits  to  take  the  trail  to  the 
Lamar  mounds.  The  Museum  is  also  visited  by  hundreds  of  college  students 
and  thousands  of  public  school  students  each  year. 

The  nearby  mounds  include  a rare  double-platform  mound  built  onto  the  side 
of  a hill,  a mound  built  over  a corn-field  so  freshly  harvested,  which  the 
rows  of  plantings  were  found  during  excavations  for  the  base  of  the  mound, 
and  rarest  of  all,  the  earth  sheltered  meeting  house  (of  the  several 
discovered  in  the  Southeast,  this  is  the  only  one  which  has  been  restored). 

About  five  years  ago,  a proposal  was  made  to  build  an  interstate  highway 
through  these  sites  by  the  Georgia  Department  of  Transportation.  Reason 
being,  this  was  the  shortest  connection  to  the  highways  running  east  and 
west  out  of  Macon  Georgia.  HOWEVER,  BYPASSES  HAVE  ALREADY  BEEN  BUILT  TO 
CONNECT  THESE  ROADS! 

Four  years  ago,  the  Muscogee  Creek  National  Council,  in  a rare  unanimous 
vote,  approved  a resolution  opposing  the  construction  of  the  interstate 
because  of  the  possible  destruction  of  archaeological  evidence  in  the  area 
between  the  two  sites.  In  1995,  the  National  Council  again  voted 
unanimously  to  approve  a similar,  longer  resolution  condemning  the 
installation  of  the  interstate  highway. 

Currently,  a private  developer  and  a Georgia  County  Commissioner  have 
contacted  our  Nation  Council  through  former  Creek  Nation  chief  Claude  Cox. 
They  appeared  before  our  National  Council  and  asked  for  these  resolutions 
to  be  repealed.  OUR  TRIBAL  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  OFFICER  WAS  NOT  PERMITTED 
TO  SPEAK  AT  THAT  MEETING. 

Last  week  (week  of  March  9,  1996),  fourteen  members  of  the  National  Council 
went  to  Macon  Georgia,  as  guests  of  the  private  developer.  While  Council 
members  were  there,  they  met  with  the  Georgia  Department  of  Transportation 
and  the  Federal  Highway  Administration.  HOWEVER,  NO  ONE  MET  WITH  THE  STAFF 
OF  THE  OCMULGEE  NATIONAL  MONUMENT  WHO  HAVE  CUSTODY  AND  GUARDIANSHIP  OF 
THESE  ANCIENT  SITES! 


Soon,  there  will  be  several  National  Council  members  who  want  to  repeal  the 
earlier  resolutions  citing  the  resolutions  make  Creek  Nation  look  bad  and 
the  Georgia  County  Commissioner,  the  Georgia  Department  of  Transportation 
and  the  Federal  Highway  Administration  are  going  to  do  what  they  want  to  do 
regardless  of  Creek  Nation's  resolutions.  THEY  ARE  VERY  WRONG!!!! 

The  FINAL  decision  as  to  whether  this  site  is  of  cultural  and  historic 
significance  is  up  to  the  Creek  Nation  National  Council.  The  decision  has 
been  made  again  and  again  by  a unanimous  vote... NO  CONSTRUCTION  THROUGH  THE 
LAMAR  MOUNDS  OR  ANY  MOUNDS  AT  OCMULGEE ! ! ! ! In  fact,  our  traditional 
National  Council  and  Chiefs  tried  to  preserve  this  site  by  a Treaty  in 
1806,  keeping  these  very  lands  while  the  other  lands  east  of  the  Ocmulgee 
River  were  given  up. 

Some  Representatives  have  already  stated  the  land  is  just  a swamp.  Others 
say  there  was  no  ceremonial  grounds  there,  so  it's  not  significant. 

HOWEVER,  that  swamp  has  already  give  up  small  pieces  of  evidence  about  the 
500  years  that  separate  the  two  sites.  Until  the  ENTIRE  relationship 
between  the  sites  is  understood,  NO  EVIDENCE  SHOULD  BE  THROWN  AWAY  OR 
COVERED  FOREVER! 

Someday,  you  or  one  of  your  descendants  will  visit  these  sites  with  a child 
in  order  to  show  them  the  marvelous  and  amazing  work  of  their  ancestors,  to 
talk  with  them  about  centuries  and  changes  to  explain  things  you  were 
taught  to  believe  and  to  repeat  stories  handed  down  to  you.  TAKING  THAT 
WALK,  TALKING  ABOUT  THINGS  WHICH  MAKE  YOU  AND  ALL  OF  US  VERY  SPECIAL,  AND 
SHARING  WITH  A MUSCOGEE  CHILD.  WILL  THAT  CONVERSATION  TAKE  PLACE  WHILE 
WALKING  BENEATH  AN  INTERSTATE  HIGHWAY  BRIDGE? 

Only  our  National  Council  can  undo  the  work  of  other  councils  of  a year 
ago,  four  years  ago,  and  190  years  ago.  Only  you  can  give  voice  to  the 
need  of  our  people  now  and  in  the  future  to  visit  this  special  place  that 
show  the  greatness  of  our  past. 

This  decision  will  set  a precedent  for  other  sites  just  as  special. 

Opposing  the  construction  of  the  interstate  bridge  in  Macon  is  the  first 
site  which  has  been  reviewed  by  the  National  Council  and  in  specific  format 
and  language  designed  to  meet  federal  criteria,  been  designated  as 
CULTURALLY  SIGNIFICANT  and  therefore  REQUIRING  federal  protection.  In  this 
process,  no  one  may  speak  for  us.  Our  Tribal  government  alone  can  decide 
if  the  Ocmulgee/Lamar  sites  deserve  this  protection. 

Although  there  are  thousands  of  other  sites  which  deserve  tribal 
protection,  and  I hope  they  all  receive  it  someday  soon,  Ocmulgee/Lamar  is 
the  first  site  to  gain  full  tribal  protection.  SHALL  OCMULGEE/LAMAR  ALSO 
BE  THE  FIRST  SITE  TO  LOSE  TRIBAL  PROTECTION? 

I fear  a great  injustice  is  about  to  be  done.  Please  join  with  me  and 
discuss  this  with  a Representative  or  drop  a letter  or  postcard  to: 

Creek  Nation  National  Council 
P.O.  Box  580 
Okmulgee,  OK  74447 

Thank  you. 

Robert  Trepp 

Muscogee  Indian  #12047 

Locv  Poka  Town,  Beaver  Clan 

Rt  2 Box  203 

Beggs,  OK  74421 

1-800-333-4433 


Eric  lakubowski,  PhD  edjakubo@garnet.acns.fsu.edu 

70244 . 2027@compuserve . com 

Website- -http: //garnet . acns .fsu . edu/~edjakubo/ index, html 
Disclaimer- -FSU  and  I don't  speak  for  or  represent  one  another. 

Complaints  can  be  addressed  to  gatekeeper@hell.org 


— "RE:  Legal  Victory"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Mar  1996  22:56:28  -0700 
From:  sky@indirect.com  (Sky  Crosby) 
Sub j : Legal  victory 


UUCP  email 


DINEH  ALLIANCE  March  18,  1996 
NEWS  RELEASE 

"To  all  other  individuals  and  support  groups/NETS,  we  need  to  have  the 
eyes  of  the  world  upon  us  at  this  time.  We  are  needed  of  FAX  ATTACKS, 
letters  to  the  editor,  letters  to  your  Senators,  Representatives, 
Congressmen/women,  and  NETWORKS.  Also,  write  to  the  key  individuals, 
governments  (departments/agencies)  listed  at  the  bottom  of  this  update. 
This  request  is  of  the  utmost  urgency!" 

Dineh  Alliance  is  pleased  to  announce  a victory  in  the  case  of  the 
Kayenta  mine  permit  renewal  appeal;  a special  thanks  to  Administrative 
Law  ludge  Ramon  M.  Child,  who  saw  the  merits  of  our  case  on  Monday, 

March  11,  1996.  Of  course,  we  expect  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company 
(PWCC)  to  appeal  this  decision  so  your  continued  support  to  the  Dineh 
Alliance  Legal  Fund  in  care  of  our  fiscal  agent:  Don't  Waste  Arizona, 

Inc.  6205  S.  12th  Street  Phoenix,  AZ  85040,  is  greatly  needed  and 
sincerely  appreciated,  (memo:  "Legal  Fund"). 

DINEH  ALLIANCE  VICTORY:  DOCKET  NO'S.  DV  95-3-PR  AND  DV  95-4-PR,  MARCH 
11,1996 

"By  reason  of  the  commonality  of  issues,  law  and  remedies  sought",  the 
two  cases  were  "consolidated  for  purpose  of  decision  and  will  remain  so 
consolidated  for  all  purposes  unless  severed  by  Order  duly  issued 
herein.  43  CFR  4.113." 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  CASE 

The  matters  came  on  for  hearing  at  Flagstaff,  Arizona  on  a hearing 
calendar  on  August  22,  1995  and  were  heard  separately  at  that  place 
during  the  course  of  that  week;  a special  Saturday  session  (8/26/95)  was 
ordered  to  accommodate  the  lengthy  testimony. 

THE  ISSUES 

The  issues  that  were  determined  were: 

A.  Was  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company  (PWCC)  required  to  obtain  written 
consents  to  mine  from  petitioners  as  a condition  precedent  to  renewal  of 
the  permit? 

B.  Was  there  a pattern  of  willful  violation  of  mining  regulations  such 
as  to  bar  renewal  of  the  permit? 

C.  Were  there  such  violations  of  the  Surface  Mining  Control  and 
Reclamation  Act  of  1977  (SMCRA)  as  to  bar  renewal  of  the  permit? 

D.  Had  PWCC  sufficiently  complied  with  the  terms  and  requirements  of 
prior  permit  AZ-0001C  to  warrant  renewal  thereof? 

E.  Was  there  such  a failure  of  Special  Condition  1 of  permit  AZ-0001C  as 
to  warrant  denial  of  renewal  of  said  permit? 

F.  Was  OSM's  failure  to  make  a supplemental  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act  (NEPA)  review  of  environmental  effects  of  PWCC's  subject 
mining  fatal  to  renewal? 

G.  Was  OSM  required  to  make  written  findings  as  to  issues  B,  C,  or  D as 
a condition  precedent  to  renewal  of  permit  number  AZ-0001C? 

THE  FACTS 

Peabody's  predecessors  in  interest  obtained  coal  leases  from  the  Navajo 
and  the  Hopi  tribe  in  1964  and  1966.  The  leases  cover  a large  coal 
deposit  in  the  western  part  of  the  Navajo  reservation  known  as  Black 
Mesa.  PWCC  began  surface  coal  mining  operations  on  Black  Mesa  in  1972 
in  two  separate  coal  mining  operations  known  as  the  Black  Mesa  Mine  and 
the  Kayenta  Mine. 

The  Kayenta  Mine  produces  approximately  7.5  million  tons  of  coal  each 
year,  resulting  in  approx.  $45  million  in  royalties  paid  by  PWCC  to  the 
Navajo  Nation  annually. 

On  August  3,  1977,  Congress  enacted  the  Surface  Mining  Control  and 
Reclamation  Act  of  1977,  Public  Law  No.  95-87  Stat.  445,  codified  as 
amended  at  30  U.S.C.  s 1300  (c)  (1988). 

These  standards  largely  constitute  what  is  known  as  the  "interim 
program"  and  were  implemented  by  regulations  set  out  at  30  CFR  Parts  710 
and  715.  Under  this  regulatory  scheme,  an  operator  such  as  Peabody 


could  continue  mining  under  existing  permits,  as  long  it  complied  with 
the  performance  standards  in  the  "interim  program." 

Congress  also  enacted  performance  standards  for  Indian  lands  for  what 
would  later  become  known  as  the  "permanent  program."  these  standards  are 
set  out  in  section  710  (d)  of  SMCRA,  30  U.S.C.  s 1300  (d).  OSM 
promulgated  final  regulations  to  implement  this  program  for  Indian  lands 
in  1984.  30  CFR  Part  750.  A permittee  under  the  "interim  program"  could 
continue  mining,  provided  that  the  permittee  complied  with  applicable 
performance  standards  and  submitted  an  acceptable  permit  application  for 
the  permanent  program. 

PWCC  applied  to  renew  Kayenta  Mine  Permit  AZ-0001C  on  March  3,  1995. 
That  permit  expired  in  five  years  from  the  date  it  was  granted  unless 
renewed  pursuant  to  application  by  the  operator.  See  section  506  (b) 
and  (d)  of  SMCRA,  30  U.S.C.  s 1256  (b)  and  (d)  (1988). 

Because  there  were  objections  to  the  renewal  OSM  was  required  to  pursue 
the  procedures  called  for  at  section  513  of  SMCRA,  30  U.S.C.  s 1263 
(1988),  and  held  a public  hearing  on  Dune  10,  1995  where,  among  other 
protestors  and  supporters  of  renewal  of  the  permit,  the  petitioners 
appeared  and  voiced  their  objections  to  the  renewal  of  the  mining 
permit . 

Thereafter,  on  Duly  6,  1995,  OSM  issued  permit  AZ-0001D,  its  renewal  of 
the  former  permit  AZ-0001C. 

"The  Navajo  Nation  with  head  offices  in  Window  Rock,  Arizona,  near  the 
New  Mexico  State  line  shares  very  little  of  the  $45,000,000.00  annual 
royalty  from  the  mine,  or  benefit  therefrom,  with  the  members  of  the 
Navajo  Nation  who  reside  in  the  proximity  of  the  mine.  Thus,  while  the 
Navajo  Nation  benefits  from  the  proceeds  of  the  mining,  the  unhappy  fact 
is  that  its  members  who  live  near  the  mine  suffer  from  the  effects  of 
that  same  mining." 

"The  suffering  is  illustrated  by  the  numerous  and  frequent  complaints 
raised  by  the  petitioners  herein  the  effect  that  mining  by  Peabody  has 
(1)  caused  ground  water  to  dry  up,  (2)  caused  remaining  ground  water  to 
become  polluted  causing  the  death  of  sheep,  (3)  caused  the  air  breathed 
by  them  and  their  animals  to  become  polluted  and  dirty  with  coal  dust  to 
the  health  detriment  of  themselves  and  their  animals,  and  (4)  blasting 
pursued  by  Peabody  in  mining  operation,  in  addition  to  disturbing  the 
peace  and  tranquility,  has  caused  broken  glass  and  windows,  objects  to 
fall  from  shelves,  cracks  to  develop  and  appear  in  their  dwellings  and 
buildings  and  their  very  persons  to  be  dislodged  from  furniture  they  may 
be  occupying  at  the  time  of  the  blast." 

"To  these  oft  reported  complaints  OSM's  response  has  been  that 
petitioners  have  produced  no  scientific  data,  ergo  the  complaints  are  not 
supported  by  scientific  evidence  and  are  justifiably  discounted. 

Indeed,  OSM  has  gone  so  far  as  to  make  an  award  to  its  team  of 
government  employees  who  investigated  a claim  and  made  a finding  that 
the  Native  Americans,  petitioners  herein,  had  produced  no  scientific 
evidence  to  support  their  claims.  OSM's  response  in  investigating 
petitioners'  blasting  complaints,  in  part,  is  to  say  that  petitioners' 
buildings  are  of  native  design  and  construction.  OSM  also  permits 
Peabody  to  follow  mining  methods  which  undercut  the  surface,  and  which 
must  eventually,  after  reclamation,  cause  sinkholes  to  appear." 

"Thus,  notwithstanding  OSM  is  a bureau  within  the  United  States 
Department  of  the  Interior,  the  Secretary  of  which  is  the  legal  trustee 
and  has  trust  responsibilities  to  the  Native  American  tribes  and  their 
members,  OSM  appears  to  view  its  responsibilities  to  be  one  of 
arms-length  dealing  with  the  Indian  while  protecting  the  interests  of 
the  mine  operator." 

PWCC  and  OSM  assure  the  petitioners  there  is  no  cause  for  concern 
regarding  the  use  of  the  (Navajo)  N-aquifer;it  is  also  the  claim  of 
PWCC,  accepted  by  OSM,  that  by  reason  of  the  depth  of  the  aquifer  and 
the  geology  of  the  area,  water  removed  from  the  aquifer  has  no  affect  on 
presence  or  lack  of  it  of  water  on  the  ground  surface.  However,  a study 
published  by  Ron  Morgan,  Water  Rights  Hydrologist,  in  Dune  1993,  causes 
one  to  "seriously  question  such  assurances." 

FINDING  OF  FACTS 


1.  Factual  findings  set  forth  elsewhere  in  this  Decision  are  here 
incorporated  by  reference  as  though  again  specifically  restated  at  this 
point . 

2.  Petitioner  "K"  resides  within  the  Kayenta  Mine  permit  area.  She  was 
born  there,  owns  her  house  and  her  family  has  lived  and  grazed  livestock 
there  for  generations. 

3.  Petitioner  "K"  has  never  given  consent  for  Peabody  to  mine  coal  in 
the  permit  area  nor  within  300  feet  of  her  dwelling. 

4.  The  renewal  permit  number  AZ-0001D  permits  mining  of  coal  within  300 
feet  and  indeed  right  through  the  ground  beneath  Petitioner  "K's" 
dwelling. 

5.  Neither  Peabody's  original  permit  application  for  operation  of  the 
Kayenta  Mine,  nor  the  application  for  renewal  of  permit  number  AZ-0001C 
contain  written  consents  from  petitioners  to  surface  mine. 

6.  Between  March  1993,  and  October  1993,  Peabody  mined  over  four  sites 
containing  11  human  remains,  and  completely  destroyed  four  midden  sites. 

7.  Peabody  knew  or  should  have  known  that  there  was  a high  probability 
that  the  disturbed  sites  would  contain  burials. 

8.  OSM  considered  the  sites  listed  in  Appendix  F of  the  Peabody 
submission  to  be  highly  likely  to  contain  human  remains. 

9.  OSM  failed  to  review  all  of  the  information  available  to  it, 
specifically  the  information  provided  in  the  NAGPRA  Report  that  Peabody 
had  mined  over  four  sites  containing  11  burials  and  destroyed  four 
midden  sites,  in  its  review  of  Peabody's  application  for  renewal. 

10.  Special  Condition  1,  as  modified  by  the  settlement  agreement, 
required  OSM  to  review  the  condition  at  the  end  of  the  five  year  term  of 
Permit  AZ-0001C,  which  was  Duly  6,  1995.  OSM  was  likewise  required  to 
determine  whether  any  permit  revisions  are  necessary  to  further 
structure  or  clarify  the  process.  OSM  did  not  fulfill  these  obligations 
as  part  of  its  review  of  Peabody's  permit  renewal  application. 

11.  As  of  the  date  of  renewal,  no  sacred  or  ceremonial  site  committees 
had  been  established  by  the  tribes  as  required  under  Special  Condition 

1.  OSM  knew  that  the  condition  had  not  been  implemented  in  these 
respects . 

12.  Special  Condition  1 was  not  meeting  what  OSM  claims  was  its 
intended  purpose  to  foster  communication  concerning  sacred,  burial  and 
ceremonial  sites. 

13.  OSM  had  before  it  when  it  acted  on  the  renewal,  but  did  not  discuss 
it  in  its  decision,  evidence  that  Special  Conditions  3 and  4 have  not 
achieved  their  intended  purpose  of  protecting  prehistoric  burials.  If 
mining  continues  without  further  investigation,  up  to  an  additional  100 
such  burials  will  be  disturbed. 

14.  OSM  "categorically  excluded"  Peabody's  permit  renewal  application 
from  NEPA  review,  thus  failing  to  consider  its  environmental  effects. 

15.  OSM  failed  to  make  findings: 

(a)  whether  Peabody  was  in  compliance  with  the  existing  standard  permit 
conditions  for  the  Kayenta  Mine  which  incorporate  the  environmental 
protection  standards  of  the  SMCRA  statute  and  regulations,  or 

(b)  whether  Peabody  was  in  compliance  with  the  air  and  water 
environmental  protections  of  SMCRA  at  the  Kayenta  Mine. 

16.  Peabody  mining  activity  at  the  Kayenta  Mine  has  caused  diminution 
of  water  quantity  at  the  ground  surface  level. 

17.  Peabody  mining  activities  at  the  Kayenta  Mine  have  caused  adverse 
effects  to  water  quality  and  the  pollution  thereof. 

(a)  Black  grit  is  observed  when  water  is  poured  from  a container  or 
allowed  to  puddle. 

(b)  Water  containers  must  be  covered  to  prevent  coal  dust  from 
contaminating  the  water  therein. 

(c)  Sheep  have  died  from  drinking  the  water. 

(d)  Surface  water  is  discolored  and  coal  can  be  seen  on  the  surface. 

(e)  Oily  contamination  of  the  water  is  visible. 

(f)  Livestock  is  dying  from  contamination. 

(g)  Sheep  and  goats  have  died  within  four  hours  of  drinking  water  from 
Moenkopi  Wash. 

(h)  Contaminants  found  in  water  at  Wide  Ruins  by  OSM. 


(i)  U.S. Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  notes  potential  water 
pollution . 

18.  Peabody  mining  operations  at  the  Kayenta  Mine  have  caused  blasting 
damage  to  petitioners. 

19.  Peabody  mining  operations  at  the  Kayenta  Mine  have  caused  air 
pollution  to  the  health  detriment  of  petitioners  and  their  animals. 

CONCLUSIONS  OF  LAW 

1.  The  Hearings  Division  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  has 
jurisdiction  of  the  parties  and  of  the  subject  matter  of  these 
proceedings . 

2.  Conclusions  of  Law  set  forth  elsewhere  in  this  decision  are  here 
incorporated  by  reference  as  though  again  specifically  restated  at  this 
point . 

3.  Indian  land,  even  though  held  in  trust  by  the  Federal  Government  for 
the  benefit  of  the  tribe  and  its  members,  is  nonetheless  private  land 
and  does  not  thereby  become  public  land. 

4.  Petitioner  "K"  and  other  similarly  situated  petitioners  are  "surface 
owners"  for  purposes  of  the  owner  consent  requirement  of  section  510  (b) 
(6)  of  SMCRA. 

5.  Peabody  was  required  by  law  to  submit  the  written  consent  of 
Petitioner  "K"  and  other  similarly  situated  petitioners  to  surface  mine 
and  to  do  so  in  its  permit  application  or  in  application  for  the  renewal 
thereof. 

6.  Peabody  was  required  by  law  to  submit  with  its  permit  application  or 
renewal  application  the  written  consent  of  Petitioner  "K"  and  other 
similarly  situated  petitioners  to  mine  within  300  feet  of  their 
dwelling. 

7.  Permit  number  AZ-0001C  was  not  a valid  permit,  because  it  was  issued 
absent  supplying  with  the  application  therefor  written  consents  from 
surface  owners  or  owners  of  occupied  dwellings  within  300  feet  of 
proposed  mining  activities. 

8.  OSM  was  without  jurisdiction  to  grant  renewal  permit  number  AZ-0001D 
absent  written  consent  of  Petitioner  "K"  and  other  similarly  situated 
petitioners  as  surface  owners  and  owners  of  occupied  dwellings  within 
300  feet  of  proposed  mining  operations. 

9.  Peabody's  actions  referred  to  in  paragraphs  6 through  9 of  the 
Findings  of  Fact,  herein,  should  have  viewed  by  OSM  as  willful. 

Whereupon,  OSM  should  have  issued  a preliminary  finding  to  that  effect 
and  deferred  action  on  Peabody's  permit  renewal  application  until  the 
issue  was  resolved  pursuant  to  the  procedures  outlined  in  43  CFR  s 
4.1350  et  seq. 

10.  OSM's  failure  to  review  Special  Condition  1 breaches  the  Settlement 
Agreement  pertaining  thereto  and  invalidates  the  permit  renewal. 

11.  Applications  for  surface  mining  permit  renewal  are  not 
"categorically  excluded"  from  NEPA  simply  because  they  are  renewals 
rather  than  original  applications.  OSM  erred  in  so  constituting  the  law. 

12.  PEABODY'S  MINING  ACTIVITY  HAS  VIOLATED  SMCRA. 

ORDER 

Mining  Permit  Number  AZ-0001D  is  hereby  vacated  and  set  aside  and  the 
application  therefor  is  DENIED! 

NEWS  RELEASE  MARCH  19,  1996 

The  recent  ruling  by  Administrative  Law  Judge  Ramon  M.  Child,  handed 
down  on  Monday,  March  11,  1996,  is  hailed  as  a landmark  decision  for  the 
residents  of  Black  Mesa,  Arizona,  who  are  represented  by  Dineh  Alliance, 
a party  to  the  official  proceedings.  Dineh  Alliance  filed  an  appeal  on 
the  Kayenta  mine  permit  renewal  in  Duly,  1995;  the  U.S.  Office  of 
Surface  Mining  (OSM)  and  Peabody  western  coal  Company  (PWCC)  are  named  in 
the  appeal,  brought  about  because  of  PWCC's  current  outstanding 
violations  on  both  of  it's  Black  Mesa  mine  sites.  Non-compliance  of 
permit  requirements  will  result  in  a request  for  a temporary  restraining 
order . 

At  issue  is  the  possible  shutdown  of  PWCC's  Kayenta  mine  site  operation 
and  the  serious  negative  impacts  that  will  follow.  Dineh  Alliance  has 
proposed  a collaborative  effort  to  establish  a Solar  Energy  Conversion 
Plant  on  Black  Mesa  that  will  bring  long-lasting  economic  strength  and 


other  perpetual  benefits  to  our  Navajo  Nation,  as  well  as  long  overdue 
environmental  justice. 

Also  at  issue  is  the  fraudulent  on-going  "mediation"  and  the  continued 
forced  relocation  of  Dineh  residents  living  on  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Land 
(HPL)  under  the  guise  of  the  "Accommodation  Agreement"  (Agreement),  the 
latest  lease  proposal.  The  "Agreement-In-Principle" , the  Agreements 
predecessor,  has  been  rejected  by  the  Navajo  Tribal  Council  (NTC)  in 
December  1994. 

Dineh  Alliance  is  calling  for  a special  session  of  the  NTC  before  the 
regular  spring  session  to  address  these  and  other  concerns  before  the 
people;  the  Navajo  Nation  (and  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council)  must  now 
recognize  and  acknowledge  the  residents  of  Black  Mesa--those  affected  by 
the  mine  sites  and  those  on  HPL. 

A demonstration  calling  for  this  and  for  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
(BIA)  and  the  U.S.OSM  to  fulfill  their  trust  responsibility  to  the 
residents  of  Black  Mesa  is  scheduled  for  Friday,  March  22,  1996,  at  the 
BIA  SW  Area  Office  located  at  Third  and  Hill  streets  in  Gallup,  New 
Mexico,  beginning  at  11  AM  to  3 PM. 

A press  conference  will  be  held  at  1:00  PM  at  the  same  address.  Thank 
you . 

INCLUDE  IN  YOUR  LETTERS/FAXES/E-MAIL/PHONE  CALLS/SMOKE  SIGNALS: 

+ The  illegal  and  immoral  land  grab  that  is  behind  the  coal  issue  is 
also  behind  the  forced  relocation  of  traditional  Dineh  people  who  have 
lived  on  Black  Mesa  all  their  lives;  the  latest  lease  proposal,  the 
"Accommodation  Agreement"  (Agreement),  is  fraudulent  for  every  option 
available  to  the  Dineh  people  leaves  them  with  no  recourse  or  due 
process  and  gives  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  (HTC)  the  legal  means  to  sue 
for  eviction. 

+ The  forced  relocation,  continued  harassment,  and  intimidation  of 
Dineh  residents  on  Hopi  Partitioned  Land  (HPL)  must  end.  Public  Law 
93-531  (The  Relocation  Act  of  1974)  must  be  amended  and  the  Dineh 
people  on  HPL  must  be  given  a permanent  solution,  not  a 25,  50,  or  75 
year  lease  agreement. 

+ Attorney  Lee  Phillips  DOES  NOT  represent  the  people  of  Black  Mesa! 

His  campaign  to  obtain  the  required  signatures  of  75  percent  of  the 
people  on  HPL  is  marked  by  deceit.  Many  elders  who  do  not  speak  or 
understand  the  English  language  were  tricked  into  signing  the  Agreement 
by  Phillips  and  his  associates.  He  must  be  removed  from  the 
negotiations  immediately. 

+ The  scheduled  Senate  Hearings  on  the  "final  draft"  of  the  Agreement  is 
going  to  held  in  Washington,  D.C.  on  March  28,  1996;  this  is 
UNACCEPTABLE!  How  can  the  people  ever  hope  to  have  meaningful  input  and 
participation  in  the  "mediation"  process .. .the  meeting  must  be  postponed 
or  moved  to  the  southwest,  either  on  Big  Mountain  or  in  Phoenix,  AZ. 

+ When  Navajo  Nation  President  Albert  Hale  met  with  U.S.  President  Bill 
Clinton,  Senator  John  McCain, (Chr . , Senate  Select  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs),  and  members  of  Congress,  they  all  stated  there  would  be  "no 
forced  evictions". 

+ The  religious  concerns  regarding  water,  burial,  sacred  sites,  and 
other  issues  are  not  resolved. 

+ Request  an  Ethnographic  Study  on  HPL--under  the  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act,  Section  106,  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act,  and  the 
Endangered  Species  Act.  The  Hopi  Tribal  Council  must  avoid  imminent 
harm,  desecration,  and  destruction  of  Dineh  Traditional  Cultural 
Properties  (TCP) . 

+ The  coal  issue  is  directly  linked  to  the  relocation  effort;  the  Navajo 
Nation  must  take  notice  of  the  plight  of  its  own  people  on  Black  Mesa, 

AZ,  and  hear  their  call  for  a "special  session"  of  the  Navajo  Tribal 
Council  (NTC)  before  or  after  the  regular  spring  session.  The  NTC  must 
also  reject  the  Agreement  as  it  did  the  Agreement-In-Principle. 

++KEY  TARGETS  FOR  YOUR  LETTER  WRITING  CAMPAIGNS ...  THANK  YOUM++ 

+ U.S.  President  Bill  Clinton  + U.S.  Attorney  General  Danet  Reno 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave,  NW  (Do!  Attorney  Katherine  Hazard) 

Washington,  D.C.  20500  U.S.  Department  of  Dustice 

**(202)456-1414,  6266  Constitution  Ave.  and  10th  Street  NW 


Washington,  D.C.  20530 
**(202)514-2001 

+ The  Honorable  Dave  Lombardi  United  States  Magistrate  Dudge 
United  States  District  Court,  9th  Circuit  Court 
501  W.  Broadway,  Suite  1770  San  Diego,  CA  92010 
+ Navajo  Nation  President  Albert  Hale 
P.0.  Box  3000 


Window  Rock,  AZ  86515 
**(520)871-6352 

+ Hopi  Tribal  Chairman  Ferrell  Secakuku 
P.0.  Box  123 
Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039 
**(520)734-2441,  6648(FAX) 


+ Ray  Russell,  Director 

The  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Commission 
c/o  P.0.  Drawer  2010 
Window  Rock,  AZ  86515 
**(520)871-6441 


+ The  Honorable  Senator  3ohn  McCain 

Chair,  Senate  Select  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 

United  States  Senate 

Washington,  D.C.  20510 

**  Phoenix  District  Office:  (602)952-2410 

**  D.C.  Office:  (202)224-2235 

"In  beauty  it  will  be  finished... 


RE:  Western  Shoshone  Tribes 


Date:  Mon,  25  Mar  1996  19:21:21  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Alan  Mandell  <mandell@thecity.sfsu.edu> 

Sub j : Western  Shoshone  Tribes 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Dust  an  update  from  what  is  happening  in  my  backyard.  <al> 

FOR  RELEASE  TO  THE  PRESS: 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

FROM  THE  BATTLE  MOUNTAIN  BAND  COUNCIL  OF  THE  TE-MOAK  TRIBE  OF  WESTERN 

SHOSHONE 


Gelford  Dim,  Chairman  of  the  Battle  Mountain  Band  Council  of  the  Te-Moak 
Tribe  of  Western  Shoshone,  announces  that  the  Council  is  prepared  to  sue 
both  Lander  County  and  the  federal  government  to  protect  the  rights  of 
Tribal  members  to  exercise  their  religion  in  the  Rock  Creek,  area.  The 
Rock  Creek  area  is  part  of  a larger  site  that  is  known  as  the  Tosawihi 
homelands.  This  area  contains  hundreds  of  important  religious,  cultural, 
and  burial  sites  that  have  been  used  for  thousands  of  years  by  the 
Tosawihi  people,  also  known  as  the  White  Knife  people.  Descendants  of 
the  Tosawihi  are  members  of  the  Battle  Mountain  Band  and  continue  the 
traditions  and  religious  practices  of  their  ancestors  in  the  very  same 
locations  within  the  Rock  Creek  area. 

Although,  Lander  County  is  intent  on  destroying  the  Rock  Creek  area. 
Chairman  Dim  believes  that  "legal  action  can  save  destruction  of  Rock 
Creek"  and  he  vows  that  "the  Council  intends  to  intervene  legally  at 
every  step  of  the  process  that  the  County  and  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Interior  must  follow  before  the  dam  can  be  built." 

Lander  County  has  applied  for  a permit  to  build  a dam  and  create  a 
reservoir  from  the  US  Dept,  of  Interior,  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
(BLM) . BLM  has  caretaker  responsibilities  over  the  land  where 
the  dam  and  reservoir  is  proposed. 

In  addition  to  legal  action.  Chairman  Dim  said  that  the  Council  has 
requested  the  United  Nations  to  designate  the  Tosawihi  homelands  area  as 
a World  Heritage  Site.  Felix  Ike,  Chairman  of  the  Te-Moak  Tribal  Council 
reported  that  he  and  his  Council  support  this  request.  Chairman  Dim 
also  said  that  he  will  assist  the  Battle  Mountain  Band  Council  in  their 
quest  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  Tosawihi  homelands.  Davis 
Gonzales,  the  Te-Moak  Tribal  Administrator  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Inter-Tribal  Council  of  Nevada  issued  a reminder  that  President  Clinton, 
by  Executive  Order,  requires  federal  agencies  such  as  the  BLM  to  work 
with  Indian  Nations  on  a government  to  government  relationship.  As  yet. 


BLM  has  not  conducted  the  required  consultation  with  the  Battle  Mountain 
Band  Council  or  any  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Tribes  involved  in  this  case. 

The  Battle  Mountain  Band  Council  is  represented  by  Nevada  Legal  Services 
in  Carson  City.  Carol  Yeatman  is  the  attorney  handling  the  case.  Ms. 
Yeatman  is  the  Senior  Attorney  in  the  Indian  law  program  of  Nevada 
Legal  Services.  She  received  a J.D.  from  Northwestern  School  of  Law,  a 
law  school  with  an  environmental  program  ranked  number  one  in  the 
country.  Ms.  Yeatman  received  environmental  law  certification  from 
this  program  after  working  in  the  environmental  field  for  15  years.  Ms. 
Yeatman  said  that  she  believes  that  the  Tosawihi  homelands  will  be 
preserved  but  only  after  very  lengthy  and  expensive  legal  actions.  Ms. 
Yeatman  said  that  instead  of  spending  the  money  on  attorneys  fighting 
over  the  many  legal  issues  involved,  the  County  residents  would  be  better 
served  if  the  Lander  County  Commission  spent  their  money  on 
something  tangible  the  residents  could  actually  use. 

"RE : Nuxalkm  and  Supporters  Taken  Hostage"  

Date:  Sat,  23  Mar  1996  11:49:26  -0800 
From:  Stephen  Samuel  <samuel@wimsey.com> 

Sub j : Nuxalkm  and  Supporters  Taken  Hostage 

Newsgroups : be . general , alt . native 

Starting  with  Early  morning  Raids  Thursday,  March  21,  the  RCMP  arrested 
14  Ista  demonstrators,  including  3 Non-native  FAN  supporters. 

The  raids  all  appear  to  have  taken  place  on  Nuxalk  territory  in  and  arou 
Bella-Coola . 


The  following  was  taken  from  the  verbal  reading  of  a press  release  on  the 
matter: 


The  RCMP  raids  which  started  at  6:30am,  Today  (March  21/96)  continued 
throughout  the  morning.  They  resulted  in  14  people  being  detained. 
Included  11  Nuxalkm  and  3 fan  activists  being  taken  captive.  All  people 
being  sought  were  under  colonial  arrest  warrants  and  were  arrested  on 
Nuxalk  territory. 

8 people  under  that  same  colonial  warrant  have  eluded  police. 

The  people  that  have  been  detained,  appeared  in  Colonial  (BC  Supreme) 
court  Thursday  at  4:30pm  and  will  be  detained  until  April  29. 

There  will  also  be  one  appearance  on  March  29,  --  a pro-forma  appearance. 

Of  the  3 hereditary  chiefs,  only  the  elder  chief  Nuximlayc  (Lawrence 
Pootlass),  has  been  arrested,  the  other  chiefs  --  Qwatsinas  (Edward 
Moody)  and  Slicxwliqw'  (Charles  Nelson)  are  still  free. 


This  is  an  NON-official  release  by  Stephen  Samuel  (876-0426) 

For  up-to-date  information  call  The  Nuxalk  Nation  Government 
House  of  Smayusta  Tel:  (604)  799-5376 

PO  Box  8,  Bella  Coola  B.C.  Fax:  (604)  799-5707 

V0T  1C0 

For  Online  Info,  try:  Forest  Action  Network  (fan@alternatives.com) 

And  on  the  thirteenth,  a beautiful,  burning-hot  day  in  October 
[1943],  I was  myself  arrested. 

At  six  in  the  morning  --  that  hour  so  beloved  of  all  secret  police 
officials  --  I heard  the  bell  ringing  rather  loudly,  and  saw  below 
our  Seebruck  Gendarme,  a good  soul,  who  explained  apologetically 
that  he  had  come  in  performance  of  what  was  for  him  the  unpleasant 
assignment  of  conveying  me  to  the  Army  jail  at  Traunstein. 

--  Fritz  Reck-Malleczewen  (1884-1945),  "Diary  of  a Man  in  Despair" 

Stephen  Samuel  email:  samuel@wimsey.com 

Phone:  +1  (604)876-0426  WWW:  http://vanbc.wimsey.com/~samuel 

"...And  I am,  naturally  a bone-deep  believer  in  NAZIism.  Yes,  Reck,  I know 


abou  the  terrible  mistakes  that  were  made.  There  are  places  where  the  dry 
rot  reaches  right  down  into  the  ground.  But  I know  that  these  mistakes  are 
not  fatal."  --  NAZI  pilot.  Sept.  1939 

- "RE:  Comanche  History ...  revised"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Mar  1996  14:27:10  -0500 
From:  jsd@dickshovel.com  (Iordan  S.  Dill) 

Sub j : Comanche  History ...  revised 


UUCP  email 

O'siyo,  Gary...  Can  you  pass  the  word  re  the  following?: 

Am  inviting  all  to  visit  the  following  web  site: 

http : //www. pobox. com/~jsd/ComancheOne . html 
so  as  to  review  and  comment  on  a Comanche  History  presently  in  progress. 

Many  of  you  may  have  noticed  that  this  history  of  the  Comanche  was 
withdrawn  for  several  weeks  in  February/March,  1996.  During  that  time  it 
underwent  a substantial  revision  with  the  help  of  Dr.  Thomas  Kavanagh, 
Curator  of  Collections  of  the  William  Hammond  Mathers  Museum  at  Indiana 
University. 

Dr.  Kavanagh,  an  anthropologist,  ethnohistorian,  and  long-time 
member  of  the  Comanche  Tedapukunu  (Comanche  Little  Pony  Society),  has  spent 
many  years  of  painstaking  research  into  Comanche  history  and  addressed  many 
problem  areas  in  Comanche  culture  and  history.  During  the  current  rewrite, 
he  graciously  provided  both  his  time  and  insights,  and  to  say  we  are 
grateful  for  this  would  be  an  understatement. 

Dr.  Kavanagh 's  new  book  from  the  University  of  Nebraska  Press, 
Comanche  Political  History,  1706-1875:  An  Ethnohistorical  Perspective 
should  become  a classic  and  is  a "must-read"  for  anyone  seriously  wishing 
to  learn  more  about  the  native  peoples  of  the  Great  Plains.  He  has  other 
materials  related  to  the  Comanches  and  other  Great  Plains  peoples  on  his 
web  pages: 

http : //bronze. ucs . indiana . edu/~tkavanag/ home. html 
Comments  from  all  concerning  the  Comanche  and  the  other  Histories 
available  at  this  site  (http://www.pobox.com/~jsd/Compacts.html)  (Catawba, 
Mahican,  Cherokee,  Narragansett)  would  be  appreciated. 

Nvwhtohiyada . . . 

Wounded  Knee  Home  Page 
http : //www. pobox. com/~jsd/WKmasscre . html 
First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues 
http://www.pobox.com/~jsd/firstnations . html 
Main  Page 

http://www.pobox.com/~jsd/www.html 
"RE : Poem:  Soul"  — 

From:  Lightbear@aol . com( Lightbear/Christiana  V.L.  Christie) 

Date:  Wed  Mar  20  20:56:27  1996  ] 

Sub j : Soul 

SOUL 

My  soul  travels  through  time  and  space, 
but  it  always  comes  back  to  me. 

It  is  never  too  far  away  to  come  back  and  comfort  me, 
even  when  I've  cut  it  off  without  so  much  as  a letter. 

My  soul  loves  me  when  I don't. 

It  comforts  me  when  I can't. 

It  nourishes  me  when  I won't. 

My  soul  believes  in  all  of  my  being,  there  is  Spirit. 


My  soul  works  in  ways  I can't  begin  to  understand. 

It  travels  in  realms  I think  I dream  about. 

It  inhabits  the  universe  and  beyond  for  purposes  I can  only 
guess  at. 

My  soul  knows  what  I think  I don't  know. 

And  is  patient  until  I will  listen  to  what  it  knows. 

It  loves  me  enough  to  wait,  if  it  must,  until  I think  I have  the  time. 

It  has  all  of  eternity  to  work  with. 

Lightbear/Christiana  V.L.  Christie 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/03/20  22:21 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub  j : Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

Genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  31-April  6 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

31 

Build  to  preserve,  not  to  destroy. 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

April  was  the  last  of  the  6 months  in  the  Hoo-ilo,  or  Winter,  period  of 
ancient  times,  which  ran  from  November  through  April. 

1 

The  earth's  magic  is  a gift  of  wonder. 

2 

Never  abandon  your  dreams. 

3 

Memories  dwell  within  the  soul. 

4 

Return  to  the  places  of  childhood  --  there  is  your  cycle  renewed. 

5 

Happiness  and  fulfillment  are  found  only  in  our  own  hearts. 

6 

Age  cannot  hinder  the  joyful  spirit. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  28  Mar  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

Genie  email 

From:  Dan  Rockwell  Iron  <rockwell@lamar.ColoState.EDU> 

Sub j : Region  III  Conference--more  info 
AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09.uthscsa.edu> 

American  Indian  Science  and  Engineering  Society 
AISES  Region  III  Conference 


Colorado  State  University 
Fort  Collins,  Colorado 
April  18-21,  1996 
"BALANCE KEY  TO  THE  FUTURE" 

We  as  Native  people  must  constantly  strive  to  maintain  a balance: 
a balance  between  our  culture,  as  the  first  peoples  of  this  land, 
and  one  of  integrated  technology  in  today's  society.  How  do  we  as 
Natives  live  in  balance  in  both  worlds?  How  do  we  maintain  our 
cultural/tribal  identities  and  yet  survive  in  the  dominant 
society? 


The  AISES-CSU  student  chapter  extends  an  invitation  to  all  Region  III  AISES 
members  to  participate  in  this  upcoming  conference.  We  are  still  working  hard 
to  provide  you  an  enjoyable  and  educational  gathering. 

CALL  FOR  PRESENTERS 

We  are  still  soliciting  technical  papers  for  presentation  at  the  Conference. 
Presenters  may  be  Elders,  community  members,  undergraduate,  graduate,  or 
professionals.  Total  time  for  each  presentation,  including  questions,  will 
be  50  minutes. 

Please  send  abstracts  or  workshop  ideas  for  review  to: 

Ron  Hall  (970)  491-8653  rchall@vines.colostate.edu 

Debra  Reed  (970)  491-1332  dreed@ceao.sacc.colostate.edu 

The  deadline  for  submissions  is  April  8,  1996.  The  text  should  be  no  more 
than  200  words  and  contain  the  following  information: 

* Author(s)  & Bio  * Mailing  Address 

* Organization  or  School  * E-mail  Address 

* Audio-visual  equipment  required  * Phone  Number 

REGISTRATION 

The  registration  fees  are  as  follows: 

Professional $100 

Chapter  Advisor  50 

College  Students 35 

Non-Members/Spouses  50 

Please  submit  your  registration  forms  by  April  3,  1996.  Checks  or  money 
orders  should  be  made  payable  to: 

CSU  AISES 


Box  713,  Lory  Student  Center 
Colorado  State  University 
Fort  Collins,  CO  80523 
Registration  will  include: 

Thursday  brunch 
Thursday  dinner 
Friday  continental  breakfast 
Friday  banquet 

Saturday  continental  breakfast 
2612  S College  Ave 
Fort  Collins,  CO  80525 
(970)  226-2600 

POW-WOW 


The  4th  Annual  Northern  Colorado  Intertribal  Contest  Pow-wow  will  begin  with 
Gourd  Dancing  at  10:00  a.m.  on  Saturday,  April  20,  followed  by  Grand  Entry  at 
1:00  p.m.  The  powwow  concludes  on  Sunday,  April  21. 

CODE  OF  ETHICS 

! ! THE  ENTIRE  CONFERENCE  WILL  ABIDE  BY  THE  AISES  CODE  OF  ETHICS  !! 


From:  Dudy_M._Gobert@skc.edu  (Dudy  M.  Gobert) 

Sub j : Graduate  School  Prep  Program 
AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09.uthscsa.edu> 

THINKING  OF  GRAD  SCHOOL?  IMPORTANT  INFO  INCLUDED  BELOW  ! ! PLEASE  READ  AND 
PASS  ON. 

GROW  (GRADUATE  RESEARCH  OPPORTUNITY  WORKSHOP) 

Intensive  Graduate  School  Prep  Program 
workshop:  DUNE  9 - 29,  1996 

This  program  provides  an  opportunity  for  Native  American  Undergraduates 


studying  Science,  Math,  Engineering  and  Technology  to  explore  and  prepare  for 

Graduate  School 

PRE- REGISTRATION  REQUIRED 

LIMITED  ENROLLMENT 

ROOM  AND  BOARD  PROVIDED 

$25.00  HOLDING  FEE,  RETURNED  UPON  ARRIVAL 
CONTACT: 

1AYMEE  BICK,  COORDINATOR 
SALISH  KOOTENAI  COLLEGE 

All  Nations  Alliance  for  Minority  Participation 

P.O.  BOX  117 

PABLO,  MT  59855 

(406)  675-4800  ext.  241 

(406)675-4801  FAX 

E-MAIL:  zetra_wheeler@skc.edu 

DEADLINE  FOR  PRE-REGISTRATION:  APRIL  19,  1996. 


From:  jhassell@edcc.ctc.edu  (lay  Hassell) 

Sub j : Pow  Wow:  Lynnwood,  Washington  (10-11  May  1996) 


I would  like  to  advertise  our  Pow  Wow  as  follows: 
By  State-  Washington 


Month : 

Date: 

PowWow  event: 

City: 

Phone  #: 


May 

2nd  weekend 

Sponsored  by  Indian  Heritage  School  & Hosted  by  Edmonds 
Community  College  : Annual  Pow  Wow 
Lynnwood 
(206)  640-1538 


May  10-11  (Fri  7-12pm,Sat  12-5  & 7-12pm) 

Annual  Pow  Wow  event-  Indian  Heritage  School  & 

Edmonds  Community  College  Pow  Wow 


From:  Art  Coulson  <72650. 3712@CompuServe.COM> 

Sub j : Native  Voices  event,  Rochester,  NY 

Native  Voices 

Symposia  on  Contemporary  Native  American  Issues 
March  29-20,  Rochester,  N.Y. 

All  events  free  and  open  to  public 
Friday,  March  29-8  p.m..  Room  1-101,  Dewey  Hall, 

University  of  Rochester 

Keynote  Address:  Dr.  Alfonso  Ortiz  (San  3uan  Pueblo),  noted  author 
and  anthropology  professor.  University  of  New  Mexico 
Saturday,  March  30  - 9:30  a.m.  to  5 p.m.  Eisenhart  Auditorium, 

Rochester  Museum  & Science  Center,  East  Avenue,  Rochester,  N.Y. 

*Legal  and  Economic  Issues  Understanding  Native  History  *The 
Collegiate  Experience  for  Native  Americans  *Perspectives  on  Healing 
Speakers  will  include: 

Harold  Monteau  (Chippewa-Cree) , Director,  U.S.  Indian  Gaming  Commission 
lane  Mt.  Pleasant  (Tuscarora),  Director,  American  Indian  Program,  Cornell 
Francis  Frazier  (Cheyenne  River  Lakota),  FNP,  Cattaraugus  Health  Clinic 
Edward  Starr  (Eastern  Cherokee),  Assistant  Professor,  University  at 
Buffalo 


From:  br975@FreeNet.Carleton.CA  (John  S.  Brack) 

Sub j : 20th  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow  (May  24-26,  1996) 

"Honouring  First  Nations  Circle" 

Friday,  May  24  to  Sunday,  May  26,  1996 
At  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada 

Everyone  Welcome  - come  and  have  a great  time! 

Feel  free  to  spread  the  word! 

Host  Drum:Stoney  Park  Singers  (1993-94  World  Champions) 
Honourary  Drum:  Red  Shadow  Singers 
Hanisha  Singers 


Lake  of  the  Woods  Singers 
Hoop  Dancer:  Gordie  Odjig 
Head  Female  Dancer:  Karen  Olsen 
Head  Male  Dancer:  Alvin  Copenace 
Master  of  Ceremonies:  Peter  White,  Clarence  White 
Honourary  Guests:  Gordon  Tootoosis  (North  of  60) 

Elders:  Robin  Greene,  Kathleen  Greene,  Lillian  Pitawanakwat, 
Alex  Skead,  Marie  Peters,  Angus  Pontiac 
Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow  location: 

Ottawa-Nepean  Tent  & Trailer  Park 
411  Corkstown  Road 
Nepean,  Ontario,  Canada 
Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow  Rain-out  location: 

50  Cedarview  Road 
Nepean,  Ontario,  Canada 

For  information  call:  Doug  Comegan  (613)728-0537 
Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 
396  MacLaren  Street 
Ottawa  K2P  0M8 

Office  Hours:  Mon.-  Fri.,  9:00  am  to  5:00  pm  E.S.T. 

Tel. : (613)238-8591  Fax:(613)238-6106 
May  24-26: (613)828-7428 

No  Drugs  No  Alcohol  No  Drugs 


-//--/ /-//-/ /-//-/ /--//-/ I--/I-I /--//-/ /--//-/ /--/ /-//--/ /-H- 

Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

3anet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Lisa  Faruolo  (LPDC),  Brave  Star,  Iordan  Dill, 
Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Lightbear/Christiana  V.L.  Christie,  Todd  Hiatt(LPSG/KU) 
Robert  Trepp(via  Eric  Dakubowski),  Todd  Hiatt,  Sky  Crosby,  Alan  Mandell, 
Stephen  Samuel,  Glenn  Welker,  3ohn  Hascall,  Tamera  Crites  Shanker (Release) , 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  28  Mar  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

Genie  email 

Sub j : Native  American  Men's  Gathering  (Colorado,  31  May  - 2 Dune  1996) 

From:  whtbison@usa.net  (Richard  Simonelli) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

White  Bison  is  facilitating  a large  Gathering  of  Native  Men  to  take  place 
in  Colorado  on  May  31,  Dune  1 and  2,  1996.  Would  it  be  possible  for  you  to 
announce  the  Gathering  on  NativeNet.  Attached  is  an  announcement.  White 
Bison  has  a new  web  site  at  <http://www.usa.net/~whtbison>  Our  e mail  is 
<whtbison@usa . net>  Thanks  very  much  for  your  help. 


February  21,1996 

Indian  Men's  Gathering 

White  Bison,  a non-profit  American  Indian  organization,  invites  Indian 
men  to  attend  A Gathering  of  Native  American  Men.  The  Gathering  will  be 
held  in  the  Pike  National  Forest  in  the  Rocky  Mountains,  just  60  miles 
west  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado  on  May  31,  Dune  1 and  2 of  1996. 

This  gathering  is  about  healing  Indian  Men  and  supporting  them  in  their 


efforts  to  once  again  walk  the  Red  Road.  Elders  from  several  nations  will 
be  performing  ceremonies  to  honor  our  Veterans  and  welcome  them  back  in  a 
traditional  way.  The  Elders  will  be  talking  to  us  about  our  role  as  Indian 
men.  The  Elders  will  give  us  seven  philosophies  or  teachings  which  will 
help  us  to  rebuild  our  families  and  communities.  Indian  men  will  be  asked 
to  join  in  a commitment  to  live  by  these  philosophies.  Women,  children  or 
families  of  participating  Indian  men  are  invited  to  attend  in  support  of 
the  men. 

Here's  an  opportunity  to  share  ceremonies  and  exchange  ideas  so  we  can 
strengthen  the  cultural  growth  of  our  Indian  children. 

Come  prepared  to  camp  and  cook  out  for  three  days.  Registration  for  the 
Gathering  costs  $10  per  person.  The  Native  men's  gathering  is  proudly 
alcohol  and  drug  free.  Register  early  to  reserve  a campsite.  For  more 
information  contact: 

White  Bison,  Inc 

6755  Earl  Drive,  Suite  108 

Colorado  Springs,  CO  80918 

Phone:  (719)  548-1000 

See  you  in  Colorado  in  Dune. 


Sub j : Powwow  in  Plano,  TX,  April  12-13  [via  LSMTP  - see  www.lsoft.com] 
From:  mendina@utdallas.edu  (Tony  A.T.  Mendina) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Announcing:  The  Second  Annual 
Native  Peoples  of  Texas  Festival  and  Dance  Contest 
in  Association  with  the  American  Indian  Veterans  Society 
Friday  and  Saturday,  April  12  and  13,  1996 
Pow  Wow  Pavilion,  Collector's  Antique  Mall,  East  15th  St., 

Plano,  TX 

$8,000  in  prize  money  to  be  awarded  to  places  1,2  and  3. 


Native  Peoples  of  Texas  and  the  American  Indian  Veterans  Society  of 
North  Texas  are  dedicating  this  dance  to  all  our  troops  serving  in 
Bosnia  and  all  other  active  military  service  personnel.  May  they 
always  remain  out  of  harm's  way  through  their  belief  in  God,  Duty, 
and  Honor.  We  want  them  to  know  that  our  country  loves  them,  "Lest  We 
Forget . " 

We  are  looking  forward  to  a wonderful  time  to  be  had  by  both  the 
audience  and  the  participants 


The  Basics- 
Divisions: 

Registration : 
Dudging: 

Drums : 

Admission : 


Tiny  Tots,  Children,  lunior.  Senior, 

Golden  Age 

3:00  PM  Friday  through  3:00  PM  Saturday 

Point  System;  Points  given  for  both  Grand  Entries, 

Friday  and  Saturday  Evenings 

Northern  and  Southern  drums  appointed  by  the 

Society 

Free;  please  bring  your  lawn  chairs! 


NO  alcoholic  beverages  or  drugs  will  be  permitted! 
Not  responsible  for  lost  or  stolen  items! 


Information  Contacts- 
Powwow  Director: 

Frank  "Kiowa  3im"  Tongekeamha 
After  6 PM:  (214)  333-3908 
Location  and  Vendor  Coordinator: 
Doris  Lieber 
Days:  (214)  422-4794 
Hotel/Motel  Coordinator: 

Sue  Hitzemann 

After  6 PM:  (214)  422-9930 


From:  jfarr@hal-pc . org  (John  Farrington) 
Sub j : Gathering  Of  Nations  Pow-Wow 


Schedule  for  the  1996  Gathering  Of  Nations  Pow-Wow, 

Albuquerque  NM,  on  the  University  of  New  Mexico  campus. 

This  information  (see  copyright  notice  at  end)  extracted 
from  the  Gathering  Of  Nations  Internet  page  at: 

http: //www. atiin . com/gat her ing. of . nations 
and  re-posted  with  permission. 

For  information  write:  The  Gathering  Of  Nations  Pow-Wow, 

P.0.  Box  75102 
Albuquerque,  NM  87194 

or  call  (voice)  505-836-2810,  (fax)  505-839-0475. 

"RE : Keweenaw  Bay"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Mar  1996  22:23:03  -0500 
From:  jhascall@up.net  (3ohn  Hascall) 

Sub j : Re:  Letter  From  Father  John  Hascall  re  Keweenaw  Bay  (Michigan) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Original  Subject:  Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  - Facts 
Ahneen  Brothers  and  Sisters, 

I am  writing  in  response  to  the  falsehoods  written  by  Joseph  P.  O'Leary 
and  posted  by  wbeaver@great-lakes.net  on  Tuesday,  March  05,  1996. 

Before  I begin,  I would  like  to  introduce  myself  and  Fight  For  Dustice 
(FF3).  My  Indian  name  is  Gwai'a  kosse  inini  (stands  tall  for  the  people) 
and  my  birth  name  is  Jerry  Lee  Curtis.  I am  an  Ojibwa  full  blood  of  the 
Lake  Superior  Band  of  Chippewa  and  was  born  and  raised  here  within  the 
Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  (KBIC).  In  early  1994,  some  questionable 
actions  of  the  Tribal  Council  were  brought  to  my  attention.  I began  to 
research  these  matters  and  found  some  very  intriguing  things.  The  deeper  I 
dug,  the  more  I would  find.  Soon  thereafter,  people  were  asking  questions  of 
the  council,  questions  to  this  day  that  remain  unanswered.  Sometime  in 
1994,  O'Leary  and  Dakota  started  to  push  a gaming  corporation,  a corporation 
that  would  find  itself  on  the  Dec.  94  KBIC  election  ballot.  I protested 
diligently  against  such  a corporation.  Furthermore,  I challenged  members  of 
the  council  on  numerous  occasions  to  publicly  debate  this  issue  and  defend 
their  positions  on  it.  Guess  what?  They  declined  each  and  every  time. 

They  told  the  people  to  vote  on  it,  and  if  passed,  they  would  then  explain 
to  the  voters  what  it  was  they  were  voting  on.  As  the  election  drew  nearer, 
I was  approached  by  a great  number  of  members  of  the  community  to  run  for 
office  in  the  upcoming  election.  I decided  to  run.  If  the  people  had  that 
much  confidence  in  me  to  represent  them,  why  not?  I was  voted  in,  along 
with  three  incumbents,  and  the  corporation  was  voted  down.  Much  to  the 
dismay  of  the  electorate,  Dakota  and  O'Leary  decided  to  disallow  the 
election,  for  reasons  I will  disclose  in  detail  in  the  near  future.  FFJ  was 
in  the  making. 

At  the  start,  FFJ  consisted  only  of  tribal  members  and  their  families. 
This  soon  changed  however,  as  word  spread  throughout  the  surrounding 
communities  and  Indian  Country  of  the  injustices  that  were  being  committed 
against  tribal  members  by  a bogus,  unprincipled  Tribal  Council,  led  by  Fred 
Dakota  and  his  Attorney,  Joseph  P.  O'Leary.  I will  address  these  events  in 
greater  detail  at  a later  date.  At  this  time,  I will  address  only  one 
issue:  The  role  of  Prof.  Laurie  Whitt,  the  subject  of  unfounded  accusations 
by  Attorney  Joseph  P.  O'Leary.  Your  time,  attention  and  support,  past  and 
present,  is  greatly  appreciated  by  all  in  our  continued  struggle  here  at 
KBIC. 

Dr.  Laurie  Anne  Whitt  is  an  associate  professor  of  philosophy  at 
Michigan  Technological  University  (MTU)  and  the  spouse  of  Attorney  Alan 
Clarke.  Mr.  Clarke  is  one  of  a team  of  lawyers  that  has  come  to  the  aid  of 
FFJ.  Dr.  Whitt,  having  become  aware  of  the  injustices  committed  against 
members  of  this  community,  has  lent  untiring,  compassionate  assistance  to 


our  cause. 

For  this  assistance  Dr.  Whitt  deserves  commendation  from  persons  of 
conscience,  not  the  abuse  she  has  received  from  Attorney  O'Leary.  O'Leary 
appraises  Mr.  Clarke  and  Dr.  Whitt  by  his  own  standards.  While  he  claims  to 
be  in  the  "trenches"  of  Indian  Country,  his  trench  is  a $70,000.00  a year 
silk-lined  trench.  For  this  money  he  produces  both  abuse  of  persons  of 
conscience,  and  the  embarrassing,  bloated  praise  for  his  boss  that  you  have 
seen  in  this  forum.  At  $70,000.00  a year  it  is  understandable  that  O'Leary 
has  no  conception  of  people  that  are  willing  to  donate  their  time,  skills 
and  energy  for  the  sake  of  social  justice  and  human  rights.  Yet,  that  is 
the  fact:  Mr.  Clarke  and  Dr.  Whitt  have  neither  accepted,  nor  asked  for  any 
compensation  for  their  assistance,  professional  or  personal.  Unlike 
O'Leary,  Mr.  Clarke  and  Dr.  Whitt  receive  nothing  in  the  sense  of  financial 
compensation  for  their  time  and  energy  spent  in  helping  FFD.  Donations 
received  by  FFD  are  not  applied  toward  Mr.  Clarke's  or  Dr.  Whitt's 
expenses.  They  are  applied  towards  church  bills,  i.e.,  heating,  electric, 
phone,  fax  and  copying  paper,  toner  etc.  All  donations  are  used  to  help 
defray  expenses  incurred  by  those  of  us  granted  sanctuary  by  the  church. 

The  gratitude  shared  by  FF1  and  their  supporters  towards  the  church,  Fr. 

John  and  the  parishioners  for  granting  sanctuary,  cannot  be  expressed 
enough.  This  same  gratitude  is  extended  to  Bishop  lames  Garland,  Marquette 
Diocese,  for  his  full  support  of  Fr.  lohn  Hascall's  efforts  in  these  most 
difficult  of  times.  May  the  Creator  guide  and  protect  each  and  everyone  of 
you . 

Dr.  Whitt  is  no  stranger  to  human  suffering  and  injustice.  From  August 
15  - 31  of  1995,  Dr.  Whitt  and  Mr.  Clarke  were  serving  as  International 
Human  Rights  Observers  for  the  "Consulta  Nacional  por  la  Paz  y la 
Democracia"  in  Mexico  City,  Mexico.  The  date  of  the  takeover  was  August  21, 
1995.  Note  the  dates.  Dr.  Whitt  and  Mr.  Clarke  were  in  Mexico  at  the  time 
of  the  takeover.  Furthermore,  they  had  no  prior  knowledge  of  the  takeover, 
nor  did  they  become  involved  with  FF1  until  the  end  of  the  first  week  of 
October  1995. 

We  hope  the  foregoing  provides  you  with  sufficient  perspective  to 
appraise  Attorney  O'Leary's  credibility  in  the  matter  of  his 
bought-and-paid-for  abuse  of  Dr.  Whitt  and  praise  for  Fred  Dakota. 

This  message  was  written  and  posted  by  Fight  For  lustice.  The  views 
expressed  herein  are  those  of  the  undersigned,  and  are  not  necessarily 
those  of  the  Catholic  Church  and/or  Fr.  lohn  Hascall.  Megwetch  (thank  you). 

Signed, 

Gwai'a  kosse  inini/lerry  Lee  Curtis,  Nibi-quay/Doreen  Baron,  Wah-da-Kay/Alan 
White-Six  Nations  Cultural  Observer,  Wabinimiki/Colin  Van,  Alice  Curtis, 
lanice  Shalifoe,  lanice  Halverson,  Miskwi-Adanaqout/Paul  Halverson,  Rooster 
O'Rouke,  Kenneth  Bressette,  Donald  Carlson,  Ralph  Bressette,  Donna 
Bressette,  Rita  Cloud,  Delores  Gonzalez,  Cindy  Loonsfoot,  George  Madosh, 

Linda  Rabitaille  and  Myrtle  Tolonen  (Ga-win-de-o ' quay)  Spirit  Woman 

"RE : Traditional  Hopi  Sinom  Face  Extinction"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Mar  1996  14:26:44  -0500 
From:  shomrona@aol.com 

Sub j : traditional  Hopi  Sinom  face  extinction  (Arizona) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

TRADITIONAL  HOPI  SINOM  ARE  FACE  EXTINCTION 

HOTVELA,  Arizona- -The  traditional  Hopi  Sinom  village  of  Hotvela,  located  on 
Third  Mesa  on  the  Hopi  Reservation,  is  under  assault.  Hopi  traditionalists 
are  battling  the  imposition  of  unwanted  development  and  modernization  in 
their  village.  These  unwanted  developments  and  modernizations  are  being 
funded  by  U.S.  federal  funds. 

At  issue  are  the  current  construction  and  digging  of  a sewer  line  and 
wastewater  lagoon  and  proposed  housing  projects.  The  sewer  project,  which  is 


currently  underway,  has  generated  intense  controversy.  Digging  and 
construction  are  desecrating  sacred  areas  and  shrines.  The  sewer  pipeline 
interferes  with  the  path  the  Creator  uses  to  travel  through  Mother  Earth. 

The  disruptive  effects  of  this  sewer  project  are  prophetic  of  the  Day  of 
Purification  foretold  in  Hopi  prophecies.  Standing  at  the  western  base  of 
Third  Mesa,  the  sewer  pipes  can  be  seen  protruding  underneath  the 
petroglyphs  that  mark  the  path  of  the  Creator. 

The  Village  of  Hotvela  was  founded  in  1906  by  the  Mongwis  (traditional 
Village  Elders)  to  be  a traditional  and  sovereign  village  for  those  people 
who  follow  the  ancient  Hopi  traditions.  This  aboriginal  jurisdiction 
originates  in  the  Covenant  made  many  centuries  earlier  at  Oraibi  with 
Maasaw--Creator  and  Caretaker  of  this  world--and  is  evidenced  by  the  stone 
tablets  the  Creator  gave  directly  to  the  Hopi.  Hotvela  is  a place  of  refuge 
for  members  of  this  original  Hopi  Covenant. 

The  founding  of  Hotvela  came  as  a result  of  the  persecution  and  eviction  of 
the  traditionalists  from  their  original  Village  of  Oraibi,  both  by  the 
progressive  faction  of  Hopis  who  embraced  the  white  man's  way  of  life  and  the 
U.S.  government.  According  to  Chief  Dan  Evehema,  who  is  now  105  years  old 
and  one  of  the  founding  members  of  Hotvela,  "Hotvela  is  the  last  holy 
consecrated,  undisturbed  traditional  Native  American  shrine  to  the  Creator." 
Hopi  prophecy  states,  according  to  Chief  Dan  Evehema,  that,  "this  sacred 
shrine  must  keep  its  spiritual  pathways  open." 

Chief  Dan  Evehema  lives  and  works,  where  he  has  for  the  last  90  years,  on  his 
small  farm  in  Hotvela.  He  is  properly  called  "Grandfather . " He  is  the 
spiritual  head  of  his  clan  and  village,  among  the  highest  of  the  clan 
Fathers,  and  principal  spokesman  for  the  Elderly  Elders  who  are  the  Keepers 
of  the  Great  Covenant  made  with  the  Creator  around  1120  A.D. 

The  Covenant  made  between  the  Hopi  Sinom  and  the  Creator  entrusted  the  Hopi 
Sinom  as  the  keepers  and  protectors  of  Mother  Earth,  not  only  for  the  Hopi 
but  for  all  of  mankind.  Consequently,  Hopi  Sinom  traditionalists  are 
generally  opposed  to  modernization  and  the  constant  encroachment  of  dominant 
white  society.  Hotvela  is  the  last  remaining  Hopi  village  with  an  almost 
complete  cycle  of  Hopi  religious  ceremonies- -which  has  been  diminished  in 
other  villages  as  a result  of  assimilation.  The  unwanted  improvements, 
including  the  sewer  project,  that  are  currently  being  forced  upon  this 
Village  sound  the  death  knell  to  the  traditional  Hopi  way  of  life. 

Traditional  aboriginal  sovereignty,  the  denial  of  most  modern  amenities,  and 
complete  faith  in  the  Creator's  ability  to  care  for  His  people,  are  the 
central  tenets  of  the  Hopi  faith  and  spiritual  way  of  life. 

The  Hopi  Sinom  are  challenging  the  modernizations  in  federal  court.  In  a 
statement  to  the  federal  district  court  for  the  District  of  Arizona,  Chief 
Dan  Evehema  stated,  "Our  Hopi  Elders  were  willing  and  embraced  the  way  set 
out  by  the  Creator.  The  People  of  Hotvela  are  the  last  of  the  Hopi  Sinom  to 
follow  these  traditions  of  our  Elders.  We  pray  for  balance  on  earth,  to  live 
in  peace  and  leave  a beautiful  world  to  the  children  yet  to  come.  As  a 
member  of  the  Men's  Society  Grandfathers,  who  have  been  charged  to  pray  for 
the  people  and  all  life  on  earth  never  forgetting  anything  or  any  one  in  our 
ceremonials,  our  prayers  are  to  have  a good  happy  life  and  plenty  of  soft 
gentle  rain  for  abundant  crops.  We,  the  Elders  and  traditionalists  of  this 
village,  want  to  keep  Hotvela  in  the  same  way  we  found  it,  in  the  way  that 
the  Creator  instructed." 

Because  of  the  controversy  surrounding  this  sewer  project,  the  traditional 
Hopi  Sinom  are  also  embroiled  in  an  insidious  internal  battle.  A progressive 
faction  of  Hopis,  led  by  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  and  allegedly  speaking  on 
behalf  of  the  autonomous  Village  of  Hotvela,  sought  federal  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  (EPA)  dollars  to  fund  the  sewer  project.  The  federal  funds 
were  granted,  and  Indian  Health  Services  (IHS)  was  designated  the  lead 
agency.  The  traditionalists  made  every  attempt  to  thwart  the  efforts  of 
these  progressives.  They  wrote  letters  to  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council.  They 
reminded  the  Council  that  the  various  villages  of  the  Hopi  people  are 
historically  autonomous  and  that  the  Council  does  not  represent  their 
interests.  Moreover,  the  traditionalists  requested,  on  numerous  occasions, 
that  the  progressives  meet  and  speak  with  the  traditional  elders  of  Hotvela 
before  going  forward  with  these  projects,  a request  that  was  never  heeded. 

When  the  digging  and  construction  of  the  sewer  project  began,  and  the  first 


prayer  feathers  were  dug  up  and  discarded  by  IHS  workers,  the  traditional 
Hopi  Sinom  sought  assistance  outside  of  Third  Mesa.  On  November  28,  1995, 

The  Hopi  Sinom  filed  a lawsuit  in  federal  district  court  against  IHS,  EPA, 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA),  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  and  the  Hotvilla 
Board  of  Directors.  The  complaint  alleged  that  the  named  defendants  violated 
the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA)  and  the  Administrative 
Procedures  Act  (APA)  by  reviewing,  approving,  funding,  contracting  for,  and 
beginning  digging  and  construction  of  the  wastewater  treatment  lagoon  and 
sewer  line  for  the  Village  of  Hotvela  without  preparing  an  environmental 
impact  statement,  as  required  by  NEPA. 

IHS  was  the  lead  agency  in  implementing  the  NEPA  process  to  review  the 
impacts  of  the  construction  of  the  sewer  projects  five  acre,  facultative  pond 
and  the  installation  of  approximately  one  and  one-half  sewer  outfall  pipeline 
in  and  around  the  fields,  ruins,  religious  shrines,  and  homes  of  the  Hopi 
people.  The  sewer  project  was  funded  by  an  EPA  Clean  Water  Act  Grant  for 
$759,500. 

The  traditionalists  sought  a temporary  restraining  order  in  district  court, 
which  was  denied.  The  district  court,  although  acknowledging  the  ongoing 
disruption  and  desecration  of  religiously  significant  areas  in  Hotvela,  based 
its  decision,  in  part,  on  its  belief  that  a sewer  must  be  a good  thing--no 
matter  what  the  consequences.  The  Hopi  Sinom  appealed  this  decision  to  the 
Ninth  Circuit  and  are  currently  awaiting  a ruling  by  that  court. 

The  Hopi  Sinom  are  being  represented,  on  a pro  bono  basis  by  Phoenix 
attorneys  Howard  M.  Shanker  and  Tamera  Crites  Shanker  in  this  matter.  A 
Traditional  Hopi  Legal  Defense  Fund  has  been  set  up  to  accept  donations  to 
help  defray  costs  of  this  litigation.  The  Fund  is  being  administered  under 
the  the  non-profit  umbrella  organization.  Don't  Waste  Arizona. 

Supporters  of  the  traditional  Hopi  Sinom  have  been  continually  threatened 
and  harassed.  One  Hopi  woman  who  has  provided  technical  support  to  the 
traditionalists  has  received  death  threats  against  herself  and  her  children, 
as  well  as  threats  against  her  home  and  truck,  because  of  her  support  and 
belief  in  preserving  the  Hopi  traditionalist  way  of  life.  The  attorneys  who 
have  spear-headed  the  litigation  on  behalf  of  the  traditionalists  have  also 
received  similar  threats. 

Other  impacts  have  also  been  felt  by  the  people  of  Hotvela.  According  to 
Emery  Holmes,  Hopi  Sinom  medicine  man,  "there  has  been  an  increase  in 
illnesses  such  as  strokes,  not  related  to  sanitary  practices,  since  the 
digging  and  desecration  has  begun.  These  illnesses  are  a direct  result  of 
the  desecration  of  religiously  significant  sites.  Mother  Earth,  and  the 
installation  of  the  sewer  line  and  wastewater  lagoon." 

According  to  attorney  Tamera  Crites  Shanker,  "the  narrow  legal  battles  that 
are  being  fought  in  court  right  now  do  not  address  the  greater  issues  at 
stake.  The  Hopi  Sinom  are  facing  cultural  genocide  at  the  hands  of  the 
progessives  and  the  U.S.  federal  government.  The  traditional  Hopi  Sinom  are 
facing  extinction.  The  ramifications  of  such  destruction,  according  to  Hopi 
prophecy,  will  be  global." 

According  to  Chief  Dan  Evehema,  "Once  Hotvela  is  forced  to  assimilate  to  the 
wishes  of  outside  government  entities,  by  the  acceptance  of  these  unwanted 
conveniences,  the  Hopi  way  will  have  no  home  and  will  disappear  forever." 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Tamera  Crites  Shanker,  c/o  Law  Offices  of  Howard  M.  Shanker,  141  E.  Palm  Ln, 
Suite  201,  Phoenix,  AZ  85004,  (602)252-6504 

"RE:  Lubicon:  Environmental  Destruction"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Mar  1996  08:34:50  MET 

From:  h440t4@starl.boku.ac.at  (Schwarzbauer  Peter) 

Sub j : Canada  - Environmental  Destruction 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

GRAction  (GLOBAL  RESPONSE  NETWORK)  #1/96  Cultural  and  Environmental 
Destruction/Canada  February  29,  1996 


I hope  people  will  understand  we're  trying  to  survive  from  day  to 


day  and  need  all  the  help  we  can  get  from  the  general  public.  It's 
a battle  against  time.  We  realize  that  and  the  other  side  knows 
that . " 

- Bernard  Ominiyak,  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  Chief 

Global  Response  Quick  Response  Network  members  are  asked  to 
write  letters  to  help  stop  the  destruction  of  an  indigenous  culture 
and  the  exploitation  of  its  natural  resources  by  multinational 
corporations . 

For  more  than  60  years  the  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  has  been 
struggling  for  official  recognition  of  its  aboriginal  land  rights 
in  northern  Alberta , Canada.  Because  of  the  remoteness  of  their 
lands  the  Lubicon  never  signed  away  or  lost  their  lands  in  war  and 
were  able,  until  1979,  to  peacefully  pursue  their  traditional 
hunting  and  trapping  way  of  life. 

In  1979  an  all-weather  road  was  built  into  Lubicon  territory. 
Massive  oil  and  gas  reserves  had  been  discovered  in  the  area  and, 
armed  with  provincial  government  leases,  major  oil  companies  moved 
onto  Lubicon  homelands,  drilling  more  than  400  oil-wells  within  a 
fifteen-mile  radius  of  the  Lubicon  community.  Industrial 
development  devastated  Lubicon  society  and  its  subsistence  economy. 
Moose,  the  staple  of  the  Lubicon' s diet,  fled  the  area,  along  with 
most  of  the  smaller  animals  which  formed  the  basis  of  the  trapping 
trade.  Alcoholism,  birth  defects,  suicides,  a tuberculosis 
epidemic  and  other  medical  problems  were  experienced  by  the 
Lubicon.  Meanwhile  the  gas  and  oil  companies  realized  more  than  $8 
billion  in  revenues  from  their  operations  on  Lubicon  land.  The 
Lubicon  have  received  no  royalties  from  the  oil  and  gas  operations. 

Daishowa,  a Japanese-based  multinational  paper  manufacturer 
was  granted  leases  in  1988  to  clear-cut  almost  the  entire 
traditional  Lubicon  territory.  Despite  objections  from  the 
Lubicon,  Daishowa  and  its  subsidiaries  began  logging  operations  in 
1990.  In  1991  Lubicon  supporters  began  a nationwide  consumer 
boycott  of  businesses  carrying  Daishowa  paper  products.  Daishowa 
responded  with  legal  action,  seeking  and  obtaining  an  injunction  to 
stop  the  boycott.  Daishowa  remains  poised  to  begin  clear-cutting 
the  rich  stands  of  easily  accessible  hardwoods  on  Lubicon  lands. 

In  yet  another  challenge  to  the  Lubicon  and  their  environment, 
Unocal,  a United  States-based  oil  and  gas  corporation,  has  built  a 
sour  gas  processing  plant  within  three  miles  of  a proposed  Lubicon 
reserve.  The  sour  gas  plant  processes  hydrogen  sulfide  and  sulfur 
dioxide,  chemicals  associated  with  cancer  and  respiratory  and  skin 
disease.  The  Lubicon  have  asked  that  Unocal  relocate  its  plant 
away  from  the  reserve.  Unocal  has  refused  and  the  plant  continues 
to  operate  directly  upwind  of  the  reserve  site. 

Requested  Action  - letters/phone/fax  to: 
lean  Chretien/Canadian  Prime  Minister 

-Remind  Mr.  Chretien  that,  while  $8  billion  in  oil  and  gas  revenues 
have  been  extracted  from  Lubicon  lands,  the  Lubicon  live  in 
poverty; 

-Express  concern  that  since  the  arrival  of  industrial  development 
on  their  lands  the  Lubicon 's  traditional  way  of  life  has  been 
plagued  with  alcoholism,  suicides,  still-births,  birth  defects  and 
tuberculosis; 

-Demand  that  the  Canadian  government  negotiate  fairly  with  the 
Lubicon  Nation  to  ensure  that  its  legitimate  land  rights  are 
guaranteed;  and, 

-Stress  that,  until  the  Lubicon  have  achieved  a fair  settlement  of 
their  land  rights,  multinational  companies  such  as  Unocal  and 
Daishowa  must  immediately  cease  their  exploitation  of  the  Lubicon 's 
natural  resources. 


RE:  Tlahtokan  Aztlan  Meeting 


Date:  Mon,  11  Mar  1996  16:45:07  EST 
From:  gwelker@mail.lmi.org 
Sub  j : 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

"There  is  a place  that  the  Spirit  of  Truth  has  prepared  so  that  it  shall  be 
from  there  from  which  will  be  born  the  Liberation  of  the  Indigenous  Peoples 
It  is  called  AZTLAN,  which  means  Paradise  and  it  is  where  the  Spirit  of 
Truth  lives." 

Coronel  Rafael  Guerrero,  Division  del  Norte. 

With  these  words,  the  Yaqui  Elder  Rafael  Guerrero  foresaw  the  re-emergencing 
our  generation  of  the  prophecy  and  the  path  to  the  destiny  of  Aztlan.  Now, 
though  the  Coronel  has  gone  on  to  the  spirit  world  (he  achieved  his  rank 
under  Francisco  Villa  in  the  Mexican  Revolution),  the  work  of  uniting  the 
indigenous  nations  of  Itzachilatlan  - the  great  Turtle  Island  of  the  Western 
hemisphere,  has  advanced  dramatically  over  the  past  few  years.  In  1990,  In 
Quito,  Ecuador,  we  participated  in  the  First  Continental  Encounter  of 
Indigenous  Nations  and  Organizations,  hosted  by  the  native  nations  of 
Twantinsuyo  in  the  Andes.  In  1993,  the  second  continental  Encounter  took 
place  in  Temoaya,  Mexico  among  the  Otomi.  Invoking  the  Spirit  of  the  Eagle 
and  the  Condor,  a continental  indigenous  alliance  of  organizations  and 
nations  has  begun  to  emerge.  CONIC  - the  Council  of  Indigenous  Nations  and 
Organizations  of  the  Continent  has  projected  our  next  gathering  among  the 
Maya  of  Guatemala  for  later  this  year.  Within  the  organizational  framework 
of  CONIC,  the  Indigenous  Peoples  Alliance  has  been  charged  with  establishing 
the  Continental  Alliance  within  the  northern  territories  of  the  continent. 

A call  goes  out  for  a reunion  of  the  Indigenous  Nations  of  Aztlan  to  convene 
in  Izkalotlan,  Aztlan  (phoenix,  arizona).  This  gathering  will  focus  on  our 
relationship  with  the  indigenous  autonomous  regions  of  Mexico  and  the 
continent.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  our  indigenous  autonomy,  as 
the  genesis  of  all  rights  and  obligations,  be  recognized  as  the  foundation 
self-determination  of  the  indigenous  peoples.  There  will  be  attending 
representatives  of  the  General  Council  of  the  indigenous  autonomous  regions 
of  Chicapas,  Mexico.  A representative  of  the  Mohawk  nation  of  Kahnawake  will 
also  be  in  attendance.  We  will  be  discussing  the  relations  of  indigenous 
peoples  alliance  and  the  council  of  indigenous  nations  and  organizations  of 
the  continent,  indigenous  free  trade,  and  other  matters  vital  to  maintain  of 
autonomy  as  native  nations. 

For  more  information  contact  TONATIERRA  at  (602)  254-5230. 

tttt  zzzz  ii  nn  nn  tttt  zzzz  uu  uu  nn  nn  ii  tt  z ii  n n n tt  z u 
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"la  piel  del  jaguar 
ya  adornaba  el  suelo,  y 
hoy  es  noble 
armadura  de  mi  * 

pueblo,  como  ferroz  guerreros 
defendiendo  la  tierra,  zapata 
vive  y sigue  en  pie  de  guerra" 

"transgresores  de  la  ley,">> 
tijuana  no>>>>>>>>>>>> 

, / 


Source:  jose  <AZ3AM@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU> 
MCLR  List  "Research . Latino" 


Comments  from  NativeNet  listowner,  Gary  Trujillo  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us) : 

I have  written  to  Glenn  Welker,  who  posted  this  article,  asking  for  the 
address  and  subscription  instructions  of  the  listserver  that  handles 
the  MCLR  list  and  have  not  gotten  a response  after  several  days.  I 
suggest,  though,  that  he  or  lose  (see  above)  are  the  best  sources  of 
that  information. 


Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews04.014 
From:  gans@netcom.com  (Gary  Night  Owl) 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche<gars@netcom.com> 
Message-ID:  <wotanging-ikche04_014@netcom. com> 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu  Peoples ' , NATCHAT,  MINN-IND, 
NAT-WORK  & NATIVE- L listservers;  UUCP  & Genie  email; 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, be . genera 1 , soc . culture. native , alt . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"Beholdj  my  friendSj  the  spring  is  come;  the  earth  has  gladly 

received  the  embraces  of  the  sunj  and  we  shall  soon  see  the  results 
of  their  love!  Every  seed  is  awakenedj  and  all  animal  life.  It  is 
through  this  mysterious  power  that  we  too  have  our  beingj  and  we 
therefore  yield  to  our  neighborSj  even  to  our  animal  neighborSj  the 
same  right  as  ourselves  to  inhabit  this  vast  land." 

Chief  Sitting  Bull,  Unkpapa  Sioux 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  ConfederacieSj 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitutionj 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


It  is  spring.  Despite  a late,  hard,  killing  frost  here  in  the  south, 
sweet  grass,  sage  and  many  herbs  we  have  been  gifted  with  are  making 
their  appearances.  This  gladdens  my  heart,  and  gives  me  hope  for  many 
other  promises  we  have  been  given. 

Even  now,  the  gatherings  we  have  attended  this  season  have  a stronger, 
healing  spirit.  A real  effort  is  being  made  to  bring  more  of  our  lost 
ones  back  into  the  Circle. 

Do  what  you  can  to  make  the  dream  happen.  Believe  in  and  pray  for  the 
People.  Look  for  reasons  to  rejoice  in  our  way.  It  is  spring. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Vision  for  First  Nations  Video 

- Peltier  Clemency  Campaign 

- Wilma  Mankiller 

- Innu  Supporters'  Trial 

- Wal-Mart  to  Build  on  Mohican  Site 

- Stop  the  Monument  to  Custer 

- Ft.  Reno  Update 

- Cherokee  Nation  Industries 

- Nez  Perce  Call  for  Assistance 

- ALC  Decision  and  Private  Land 

- Ethnic  Cleansing 

- Presidential  Awards 

- Review:  White  Buffalo  Calf 

- Poem:  Eyez 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Vision  for  First  Nations  Video"  

Date:  Wed,  03  Apr  1996  07:07:56  EST 

From:  BTRU93A@prodigy.com  (MS  BROOKIE  M CRAIG) 

Sub j : Vision  for  First  Nations  Video 

UUCP  email 

Many  winds  ago  our  People  lived  upon  Mother  Earth  in  harmony  and 
balance.  We  were  a simple  People  who  believed  in  sharing  with  those  who 
came  to  us  and  joyfully  we  did  this  thing.  Each  Nation  had  their  individual 
beliefs,  rituals  and  unique  qualities  but  connected  with  all  other  nations 
to  form  what  we  now  call... First  Nations. 

Not  so  very  long  ago,  the  invaders  came... and  as  innocent  children,  we 
welcomed  them  , for  we  believed  they  came  to  learn  of  our  ways  and  in 
peace.  Sadly... we  were  wrong. 

Through  the  last  Five  Flundred  Years  we  have  been  slowly 
exterminated. . .first  through  massacres,  diseases  we  had  no  immunity  to 
fight  off,  and  deliberate  acts  of  violence.  Now... it  is  a legal 
extermination.  But,  the  very  worse  of  all  was  that  we  lost  many  of  our 
individual  cultural  identities  and  in  that  we  lost  our  spirits.  ..  .our 
hopes... our  dreams... and  our  hearts.  And  the  word  was 
called. . .assimilation. 

Looking  back  in  my  life,  I see  how  we  have  not  given  up  the  fight... we 
struggle  on  as  our  People  will  do  because  we  have  always  believed  in  a 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Are  They  Laughing 

- Dineh  Youth  Resistance  Protests 

- Medals  of  Dishonor 

- Klamath  Protest  Timber  Sale 

- ICWA  Amendment 

- Racism  on  Yale  Campus 


Dream ... .that  someday  we  shall  all  join  hearts  and  walk  our  road  together. 
The  Ghost  Dancers  believed  it... our  sacred  leaders  believed  it... I believe 
it  with  all  my  heart.  But,  to  do  this  thing  we  must  find  out  roots... go 
back  in  our  past ...  search  the  ways  given  to  us  to  survive  and  share  them 
with  all  who  also  wish  to  heal... not  only  themselves ...  but  all  who  live  on 
the  breast  of  Mother. 

We  must  go  back. . .to  go  forward ...  and  when  we  stumble  on  our  Journey  and 
a hand  is  given  to  us  so  that  we  might  rise  again  we  must  not  look  at  the 
color  of  that  hand... but  take  it  in  gratitude. 

Several  of  us,  who  are  Dreamers,  believe  we  have  been  given  a sacred 
Vision  to  help  this  healing.  With  little  money... but  with  great 
hearts... we  embark  now  upon  a Journey  to  go  back  to  the  roots... to  find  our 
old  ways  so  we  might  have  a future  for  our  children  and  to  heal  scarred 
hearts  who  no  longer  believe  the  dreams. 

We  begin  this  Journey  now. . .to  film  the  Nations. . .for  a series  we  have 
named,  "First  Nations."  We  travel  this  week  to  Carlisle  Indian  School 
where  a small  9 year  old  little  girl,  of  mixed  heritage... a tiny  little 
Dreamer,  who  believes. . .will  take  my  hand  and  walk  those  grounds  with  me 
and  hear  the  story  of  children  who  were  kidnapped  from  us... forced  to  wear 
military  uniforms .. .trained  as  domestic  servants  for  white  families ...  and 
who,  like  tiny  birds  taken  from  their  nests ...  often  died. 

Then... we  go  to  the  Catawba  Nation... to  film  this  proud  people  who  are 
forced  to  live  on  one  square  mile  of  reservation.  A Nation  of  People  who 
were  Master  Potters .. .where  only  7 live  now.  A Nation  of  People  who  must 
trespass  to  get  the  clay  for  their  works  of  sacred  love. 

We  go  to  the  Sundance  for  the  Children ...  of  the  Yaqui  Nation.  I was 
told  the  story  of  last  year's  Sundance  honoring  the  children  which  I would 
share  with  you.  It  was  held  right  after  Easter  and  many  candles  had  been 
lit  on  the  graves  there,  as  the  graveyard  is  next  to  the  sundance  grounds. 
The  children  are  buried  in  a separate  section  there.  Twenty  minutes  before 
the  Sundance  was  over,  a strong  whirlwind  came,  knocking  over  everything 
and  blew  out  all  of  the  candles ...  except ...  not  a single  candle  on  the 
children's  graves  went  out. 

They  realized  it  was  acknowledgment  that  they  had  danced  in  honor... 

We  want  to  travel  to  the  Lumbee  Nation... to  tell  of  a people  who  have 
lost  their  identity,  who  recently  told  me... "We  struggle  so  hard  to  find 
out  who  we  are." 

We  shall  go  to  the  Nez  Perce  Nation .. .where  a courageous  woman  named 
Valarie  Dunn  spends  her  own  money  to  defend  her  tribal  rights  of 
sovereignty  against  the  state  of  Idaho.  Where  the  tribal  historian,  A1 
Slickapoo  told  me  the  story  of  Chief  Joseph  who  was  buried  in  exile. . .never 
to  come  home. 

We  shall  walk  the  sacred  grounds  of  Wounded  Knee  while  my  friend  shows 
us  the  ravines  and  they  tell  the  story  of  dreamers  whose  dreams  were 
silenced  before  they  were  lived. 

Sand  Creek. . .Washita. . .countless  places  whose  sacred  grounds  were  soaked 
with  the  blood  of  those  whose  voices  must  be  heard  so  we  might  learn  never 
again  to  allow  this  thing  to  happen. 

We  want  to  go  to  speak  with  the  elders  of  many  nations .. .walk  their 
sacred  grounds  as  they  tell  you  their  history. . .their  dreams... who  share 
with  you  the  many  messages  you  have  not  heard  and  in  the  sharing  of  that 
they  will  preserve  their  People. 

The  response  to  my  requests  to  film  has  been  astounding  to  me.  We  have 
been  told  over  and  over. . "Come. .Come. . " And  so... we  shall  come... 

We  will  tell  the  stories  of  those  who  love  us... whose  skins,  as  many  of 
ours  also  are,  are  not  dark... but  whose  spirits  are  of  light... as  they 
fight  for  the  survival  of  First  Nations. 

We  wish  to  allow  the  stories  to  be  told  for  all  hearts  to  hear... and  we 
know  this  will  not  be  a commercial  slickly  produced  documentary 
series... but  shall  be  one  from  the  hearts  of  the  People... and  that  is  how 
it  should  be  told... from  the  heart. 

I ask  all  People  to  pray  for  this  Journey .. .for  the  messages  to  be  told 
in  the  winds... and  for  the  hearts  of  the  People  to  be  united  again  as  we 
sit  around  the  fires  and  share  our  prayers  for  One  World... One  People... for 
we  Believe  the  Dream Galunky'ti 'yu  Miaheyyun  (Sacred  total  universe) 


cherokee@wolfenet . com 

"RE ; Peltier  Clemency  Campaign"  

Date:  Mon,  1 Apr  1996  14:23:09  -0600  (CST) 

From:  freedom@prairienet .org  (Freedom  Heart  Rising) 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier  Clemency  Campaign:  Take  Action! 

UUCP  email 

O'siyo:  With  the  recent  events,  re:  Leonard  being  denied  Parole  yet  AGAIN, 
we  are  intensifying,  more  than  ever  before,  the  Clemency  Campaign!  PLEASE 
PARTICIPATE!!!  Do  not  think  others  will  do  your  part.  We  _each_  have  to  do 
our  own  part.  You  are  needed.  Leonard  needs  all  of  your  letters  sent,  to 
support  the  Clemency  Campaign.  As  I sit  typing  this,  with  the  sun  streaming 
through  my  windows,  Leonard  remains  locked  up!  Alone.  No  family,  no 
friends  to  talk  to  each  day,  to  hear  their  voices,  to  touch  them,  to  see 
their  smiles.  He  has  been  separated  from  his  loved  ones  for  over  20  years! 

I know  that  you  write  and  phone  on  his  behalf  and  I thank  you  for  caring  to 
do  this.  PLEASE  continue  to.  We  really  cannot  stop,  until  he  is  free. 

Freedom:  we  take  this  word  for  granted,  I think.  I hear  it  every  day  of  my 
life... my  name.  Freedom.  Even  though  for  the  Indian  People,  none  of  us  is 
ever  really  free,  until  we  are  _all_  free,  we  are  not  all  behind  bars,  either 
Please  think  of  Leonard  today.  Really  think  about  the  last  20  years  of  you 
own  life,  and  of  all  the  things  you  have  done  in  that  time.  He  has  been 
denied  those  things.  It  makes  me  heartsick  to  think  of  that. 

Thank  you: 

Freedom  Heart  Rising 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Please  write,  phone,  fax: 

President  Clinton 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
Washington,  DC  20500 
(202)  456-2461 

Email-  (President@Whitehouse.gov) 

Be  sure  you  put  Leonard's  name  in  the  header  of  email 
+++++++ 

Attorney  General  Janet  Reno 
Dept,  of  Justice 
10th  and  Constitution 
Washington,  DC  20530 
(202)  514-2001 
Fax:  (202)  514-4371 
+++++++ 

Honorable  Jamie  S.  Gorelick 
Deputy  Attorney  General 
10th  and  Constitution  NW 
Washington,  DC  20530 
(202)  514-2101 
Fax:  (202)  514-4699 
+++++++ 

U.S.  Pardon  Attorney 
Margaret  Colgate  Love 
500  First  Street  NW 
7th  Floor 

Washington,  DC  20530 
+++++++ 

And  write  to  Leonard:  He  likes  and  needs  to  hear  from  y'all: 

You  can  write,  send  softcover  books,  photographs  (excluding  Polaroids)  and 
Postal  Money  Orders  (he  needs  the  money  for  phone  calls,  stamps,  paper, 
etc.)  to: 


Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132 
Springfield  Medical  Facility 
1900  W.  Sunshine 
P.0.  Box  4000 
Springfield,  MO  65808 

Once  again,  my  thanks! 

-FHR- 


Freedom  Heart  Rising 
Tsalagi  (Cherokee) 

Free-lance  writer;  Freedom/LPSG 
f reedom@prairienet . org 

"...in  the  absence  of  love,  there's  nothing  worth  fighting  for." 

Elijah  Wood,  (13  years  old),  when  speaking  of  the  message  of  the  movie 

he  is  in,  "The  War" 

"RE : Wilma  Mankiller"  

Date:  Mon,  1 Apr  1996  10:47:10  CST 

From:  "dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu"  <dborn@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU> 

Sub j : Fwd : WILMA  MANKILLER 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

Forwarded  message  begins  here  

— Forwarded  Bulletin  from  Linda.M.Welch@Dartmouth.EDU  (Linda  M.  Welch), 
Topic:  Native  American  Studies  Program  — 

Students,  Colleagues,  Friends: 

This  message  is  sent  to  provide  you  with  an  update  on  the  condition  of  our 
friend  and  colleague,  Wilma  Mankiller.  Wilma  is  still  at  the  Deaconess 
Hospital  in  Boston  undergoing  chemotherapy  treatment  for  lymphoma.  She  will 
be  in  Boston  for  the  next  month,  probably.  She  is  in  good  spirits  and  is 
positive  about  her  prognosis.  Her  husband,  Charlie  Soap,  who  is  a Cherokee 
medicine  man,  is  with  her  most  of  the  time.  Wilma  wanted  me  to  extend  her 
thanks  to  you  all  for  your  prayers  and  good  wishes.  She  thoroughly  enjoyed 
her  stay  with  us  at  Dartmouth  and  wished  it  could  have  been  longer.  The 
warm  reception  she  received  from  all  of  us,  especially  the  NADs,  will  always 
hold  pleasant  memories  for  her.  She  wants  you  all  to  know  she  will  be  back 
to  visit  campus  as  soon  as  she  feels  strong  enough. 

If  you  would  like  to  send  Wilma  a get  well  card,  please  do  so.  She 
appreciates  all  the  cards  and  well  wishes.  The  address  is: 

Wilma  Mankiller 

New  England  Deaconess  Hospital 

185  Pilgrim  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02215-5399 
Thanks . 

Linda  Welch  in  NAS 

( o o ) 

O00 (_)  OOo 

A man  never  discloses  his  own  character  so 
clearly  as  when  he  describes  another's, 
lean  Paul  Richter 


David  0.  Born 
Professor 

Division  of  Health  Ecology 
15-136  Moos  Tower 
University  of  Minnesota 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55455 
612  - 624-2556  or  625-9438  Voice 
e:mail  dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu 


Also:  Chair 

Department  of  American  Indian  Studies 
102  Scott  Hall 


612  - 626-2654  Fax 


"RE : innu  Supporters'  Trial"  

Date:  Thu,  28  Mar  1996  08:08:18  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@Orion .YorkU.CA> 

Sub j : Innu  supporters'  trial 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

« INNU  TO  SPEAK  AT  >> 

<<  UPCOMING  EVENT  >> 

<<  IN  TORONTO  >> 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

MOTHER  EARTH  IS  ANGRY!  INNU  AND  SUPPORTERS  SPEAK  OUT  AGAINST  THE 
CONTINUING  THEFT  PLUNDER  AND  POLLUTION  OF  INNU  LAND 

Date  and  Location:  Tuesday,  April  2 

7:30  pm 

Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Toronto 
(west  of  Eaton  Centre,  between  Dundas  & Queen) 
Speakers  and  Performers: 

-->  Peter  Penashue,  Sheshatshit,  President  of  Innu  Nation 

-->  Elizabeth  Penashue,  Sheshatshit 

-->  Posawawakek  First  Nations  Women's  Singers 

-->  Mel  Watkins,  Economist 

-->  John  Olthuis,  Legal  Counsel  for  the  Innu  Nation 
-->  The  Raging  Grannies 

-->  Lorraine  Land  (Citizens  for  Public  Dustice) 

and  Nancy  Sinclair  (Voice  of  Women  for  Peace), 
defendants  in  the  April  3 trial  of  Innu  supporters  in  Toronto 
>>>>>>>>>  ADMISSION  BY  DONATION  <<<<<<<<<< 

For  more  information  contact  ICIE  § 531-5101 
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For  Immediate  Release 
March  26,  1996 

INNU  AND  SUPPORTERS  BACK  IN  COURTS 

FOR  PEACEFUL  PROTEST 

Toronto:  Innu  supporters  appear  in  court  here,  again,  on  April  3 to  argue 
that  they  peacefully  occupied  the  Dutch  and  British  consulates  in  November 
to  prevent  those  countries  from  illegally  trespassing  on  Innu  lands  in 
Labrador . 

The  defendants  in  the  trial  will  be  arguing  that  Innu  have  never  ceded 
their  lands  to  any  government,  Canadian  or  European,  and  that  the  countries 
who  continue  destructive  low  level  military  flights  over  Innu  territories 
are  trespassing.  The  Innu  have  made  it  clear  that  the  continuing  export  of 
military  training  to  Innu  lands,  without  their  approval,  is  a clear 
violation  of  their  Aboriginal  rights  and  has  had  an  extremely  harmful 
impact  on  their  people,  on  wildlife,  and  on  the  land. 

Elizabeth  Penashue  and  Peter  Penashue,  representatives  of  the  Innu  Nation, 
will  be  testifying  at  the  trial  in  support  of  the  defendants  in  the  case. 

"It  is  pure  hypocrisy  for  European  countries  to  export  their  flights  to 
Innu  land  when  they  don't  allow  them  at  home.  We  care  about  our  land  as 
much  as  they  care  about  theirs,  but  somehow  we  don't  seem  to  count,"  says 
Peter  Penashue,  Innu  Nation  President. 

In  November,  ten  Innu  supporters  initiated  a peaceful  occupation  of  the 
British  and  Dutch  consulates  in  Toronto  to  protest  those  countries' 
continued  illegal  trespassing  on  Innu  lands  with  their  low-level  military 


flight  training.  The  Innu  supporters  were  arrested  for  trespassing,  and 
appear  in  court  on  April  3 (Courtroom  N,  Old  City  Hall  courthouse,  9:00 
am) . 

"Ultimately,  the  Dutch,  British,  and  other  NATO  governments  have  to  decide 
if  they  will  deliberately  participate  in  the  annihilation  of  the  Innu's 
life  and  land,  or  not.  We  see  this  as  a fundamental  human  rights  question," 
says  Lorraine  Land,  one  of  the  Innu  supporters  who  was  arrested. 

In  November,  a number  of  Innu,  including  Innu  Nation  President  Peter 
Penashue,  served  prison  time  in  lieu  of  fines  after  being  convicted  last 
year  on  charges  arising  from  their  occupation  of  Dutch  F-18's  during  a 
runway  protest  at  the  Goose  Bay  military  base  on  September  8,  1993.  The 
occupation  coincided  with  the  visit  of  the  Dutch  Minister  of  Defence. 

For  more  information,  please  contact:  or 

Lorraine  Land,  Citizens  for  Public  Dustice  Penote  Michel 

Telephone  (416)  979-2443  days  Innu  Nation  Office 

Telephone  (416)  461-5642  evening  Telephone:  (709)  497-8398 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
THE  INTERNATIONAL  CAMPAIGN  FOR  THE  INNU  AND  THE  EARTH  (ICIE)  represents 
over  200  endorsing  and  supporting  organizations  in  23  countries.  ICIE's 
official  co-sponsors  are:  The  Innu  Nation,  ACT  for  Disarmament  (Canada), 
Campaign  for  Nuclear  Disarmament  (UK),  Canadian  Voice  of  Women  for  Peace, 
Montreal  Centre  des  Resources  sur  la  Non-Violence,  Citizens  for  Public 
Dustice,  Council  of  Canadians,  Toronto  Development  Education  Centre, 
Greenpeace  Canada,  Helping  Activists  Network  During  Strife  (Guelph),  Innu 
Support  Group  (Netherlands),  International  Peace  Bureau  (Switzerland), 
National  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women,  Oakville  Community  Centre 
for  Peace,  Ecology  and  Human  Rights,  Project  Ploughshares,  Society  for 
Threatened  Peoples  (Germany),  and  others. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"RE : Wal-Mart  to  Build  on  Mohican  Site"  

Date:  29  Mar  1996  18:19:29  GMT 
From:  nldd@msg.ti.com  (LeAnne) 

Sub j : Wal-Mart  planning  to  build  on  ancient  Mohican  site,  Leeds,  NY 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Posted  at  request  of  Debra  Winchell.... 

From:  "Debra  3.  Winchell"  <winchd@rpi . edu> 

To:  nldd@mimi 
Subject:  Re:  Wal-Mart 

LeAnne, 

I got  a fax  today  with  newspaper  articles  saying  Wal-Mart  is  building 
on  George  Washington's  boyhood  home  (where  the  cherry  tree  was),  a 
Chumash  village,  a 9000  year  old  site  in  Maine,  and  Leeds  Flats.  Soon 
as  I get  more  information,  I'm  going  to  try  to  get  newspeople  to 
investigate . 

I couldn't  post  to  rec. culture. native  I guess  I don't  have  access  to  it 
here.  Could  you  please  post  the  article  for  me?  I have  a better  one 
I'm  attaching.  Can  you  handle  it? 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  interest  and  support. 

Debbie  Winchell,  winchd@rpi.edu 

ANCIENT  MOHICAN  SITE  ENDANGERED  BY  WAL-MART 

Wal-Mart  wants  to  build  a store  on  an  undisturbed  Mohican  site  called 
Leeds  Flat  dating  back  over  1,000  years  in  the  Town  of  Leeds  in  New  York 
State.  They  do  not  want  to  permit  a thorough  archaeological  dig,  which 
would  give  the  Mohicans  (federally  recognized  as  the  Stockbridge-Munsee 
Band  of  Mohican  Indians)  invaluable  information  on  their  history  and 
culture,  much  of  which  has  been  lost  since  the  coming  of  the  Europeans. 

The  remains  of  a child  have  been  found  at  the  site.  This  site  would  also 


provide  information  on  the  first  years  of  European-native  contact  in  the 
area,  one  of  the  first  developed  along  the  eastern  seaboard.  Wal-Mart 
advertises  itself  as  being  family-oriented,  yet  they  want  to  stop  Native 
Americans  from  learning  more  about  their  families. 

After  being  informed  of  the  site  late  in  the  process,  tribal  members 
visited  the  site  and  staged  a protest  rally  garnering  much  press  coverage 
in  December  1995.  The  Mohican  Nation  then  agreed  to  join  the  Greene 
County  group  It's  Not  Easy  Being  Greene  in  a lawsuit  against  the  Town  of 
Leeds,  claiming  it  illegally  approved  the  environmental  impact  statement 
when  it  was  not  complete  and  rezoning  the  historic  area.  It  is  well-known 
that  Leeds  Flats  was  also  a flood  plain,  and  no  plans  were  submitted  for 
dealing  with  it.  It  flooded  to  3 feet  this  winter. 

This  unique  historical  site  must  be  preserved.  European-American 
capitalists  must  stop  taking  from  Native  Americans.  Wal-Mart  is  anti- 
-family,  anti-Native  American,  anti-history. 

WE  MUST  ACT  NOW! 

TWO  WAYS  WE  CAN  FIGHT: 

WRITE  WAL-MART 

loin  us  in  protesting  Wal-Mart 's  actions  by  sending  e-mail  protests  to 
the  Letters  to  the  President  at  letters@wal-mart.com  or  letters  to  the 
people  listed  below.  They  only  have  an  option  to  buy  the  property.  If  we 
apply  pressure,  maybe  they  will  pull  out. 

Key  People  at  Wal-Mart 
S.  Robson  Walton,  Chairman 
Donald  G.  Soderquist,  VC  and  COO 
David  D.  Blass,  President  and  CEO 

William  R.  Fields,  President  and  CEO,  Wal-Mart  Stores  Division 
Joseph  S.  Hardin,  EVP,  COO,  Wal-Mart  Stores  Division 
John  B.  Menzer,  EVP  and  CFO 
Nicholas  J.  White,  EVP  Supercenter  Division 
Headquarters  Address: 

Bentonville,  AR  72716 
Phone:  501-273-4000 
Fax:  501-273-8650 

WRITE 

THE  U.S.  ARMY  CORP  OF  ENGINEERS 
The  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  must  rule  on  the  historic 
significance  of  this  site  and  it  has  not  yet  issued  a permit  for 
the  project,  awaiting  the  outcome  of  further  archaeological 
research  and  compliance  with  Section  106  of  the  National  Historic 
Preservation  Act.  However,  I have  it  on  excellent  authority  that 
there  is  no  one  on  the  committee  qualified  to  rule  on  the  site. 

Please  write  to: 

Colonel  Gary  Thomas 
District  Engineer 

U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  - NY  District 

26  Federal  Plaza 

New  York,  New  York  10278 

explaining  you  are  and  ask  for  information  regarding  the  status 
of  the  permit  review.  Close  by  saying  that  you  have  heard  that 
although  the  Corps  has  archaeologists  on  staff,  they  are  not 
involved  in  the  review  of  this  permit.  Urge  them  to  use 
qualified  personnel  when  doing  Section  106  compliance,  especially 
when  sites  of  such  significance  are  involved  and  the  situation  is 
so  politically  charged. 

**Please  post  elsewhere  and  forward  to  interested  persons.** 

**Thank  you  very  much  for  your  support.** 

Debra  Winchell,  Mohican  descent,  Melrose,  NY 
http: //www. rpi.edu/~winchd/mohicans . html 

The  opinions  expressed  are  solely  my  own. 


LeAnne  Davis 


e-mail:  nldd@msg.ti.com 


Configuration  Management 
Texas  Instruments 
214-952-5386 

Disclaimer:  My  opinions  are  not  TI ' s except  by  coincidence! 

"RE : stop  the  Monument  to  Custer"  

Date:  Fri,  29  Mar  1996  06:29:17  GMT 
From:  thompson@mind.net  (loseph  Thompson) 

Sub j : ALERT!  Stop  the  Monument  to  Custer  at  Washita 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info , soc . culture . native , alt . native 

! ! ! ALERT ! ! ! Help  Us  Stop  the  Monument  to  Custer  at  Washita! 

Dear  Friends, 

An  e-mail  campaign  is  now  under  way. 

Please  lend  your  support  to  help: 

STOP  THE  MONUMENT  TO  CUSTER  AT  WASHITA 

On  November  27,  1868,  General  Custer  led  his  army  on  a pre-dawn  raid  on  a 
peaceful  Cheyenne  encampment  on  the  Washita  which  resulted  in  the  massacre 
of  hundreds  of  Cheyenne  women,  children  and  men. 

Governor  Frank  Keating  and  U.  S.  Representative  Frank  Lucas  initiated  a 
meeting  of  a western  Oklahoma  citizens  group  to  discuss  how  to  spend 
$250,000  which  has  been  set  aside  in  the  Fiscal  Year  1997  Oklahoma  budget 
for  the  Washita  Historic  Battlefield.  Because  of  the  special  significance 
of  the  Washita  site  to  the  Cheyenne  Tribe,  Tribal  officials  sought  to  be 
included  in  the  meeting.  After  much  stonewalling  by  the  Oklahoma 
politicians,  the  Tribe  was  finally  informed  that  they  would  not  be  invited 
to  the  meeting. 

The  Elk  City  newspaper  subsequently  reported  on  this  meeting,  stating  that 
the  Oklahoma  citizens  group  wanted  to  declare  the  Washita  site  as  a Custer 
National  Battlefield  Site.  It  was  discussed  that  George  Custer  would  be  the 
drawing  card,  not  the  Indians  slain,  and  the  monument  should  be  in  his 
name. 

Please  forward  this  entire  message  far  and  wide. 

Please  e-mail  the  following  message  to  Oklahoma  Governor  Keating  and  to  U. 
S.  Senator  Don  Nickles.  (Note:  Rep.  Lucas'  has  no  public  e-mail  address) 
Please  include  a Cc  to: 

cheyarap@mind . net 
Copy  and  Paste  the  Following 


To:  Oklahoma  Governor  Frank  Keating 
To:  U.  S.  Senator  Don  Nickles 
To:  U.  S.  Rep.  Frank  Lucas 

Dear  Sirs, 

The  proposed  construction  of  a monument  to  General  George  A.  Custer  at  the 
Washita  Historic  Site  is  a desecration  of  this  solemn  place  and  an  affront 
to  the  entire  Native  American  community. 

A state  which  takes  pride  in  proclaiming  itself  "Native  America"  has  the 
power  to  lead  the  way  to  a national  reconciliation  with  the  Native  American 
community.  This  proposed  action  will  only  serve  to  further  the  divisions. 
Please  rescind  this  action,  immediately  and  publicly. 

Sincerely, 

<Your  name  here> 


End  Copy  and  Paste 

HOW  TO  REGISTER  YOUR  SUPPORT 

To  e-mail  this  letter  of  support  to  Keating  and  Lucas,  please  follow  these 


steps : 

1. )  Type  your  name  into  the  space  provided  in  the  above  letter  of  support. 

2. )  "Copy"  and  "paste"  this  letter  of  support  into  your  e-mail  program  as  a 
"new  message"  (Please  copy  only  the  material  between  the  dotted  lines 
above.  ) 

3. )  Add  any  additional  words  of  support  or  leave  as  is. 

4. )  Write  in  the  subject  "Return  Fort  Reno" 

5. )  Write  in  Governor  Keating's  e-mail  address  which  is: 

Frank. A. Keating@mhsl.oklaosf . state. ok. us 

6. )  Write  in  U.  S.  Senator  Nickles'  e-mail  address  which  is: 

nickles@rpc . senate . gov 

7. )  Please  include  the  following  e-mail  address  as  a "Cc".  This  will  help 
us  gauge  the  volume  of  support  letters  going  out. 

cheyarap@mind . net 

7.)  "Send"  the  message. 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  supporting  this  important  cause. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph  Thompson 
thompson@mind . net 

"RE : Ft.  Reno  Update"  

Date:  Sun,  31  Mar  1996  23:10:41  -0500 
From:  DAKKASWAN@aol.com 
Sub j : Ft.  Reno  update 

UUCP  email 

Haleto  Moma, 

I spoke  with  Franklin  Flarrison  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  tribes  this 
morning.  He  has  informed  me  that  the  governor  of  Oklahoma,  along  with  one 
congressman  and  one  senator  have  moved  the  Durant  Water  Project  from  Durant, 
to  Ft.  Reno.  This  should  take  place  by  May. 

Please  do  not  be  discouraged  by  this  news.  I think  it  could  be  that  the 
Oklahoma  government  is  beginning  to  perceive  that  it  is  entirely  possible  for 
the  President  to  give  that  land  back  to  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  people.  I 
think  that  if  they  felt  secure  that  this  would  not  happen,  they  would  leave 
things  as  they  have  been.  But  somehow,  they  are  beginning  to  be  afraid.  I 
could  be  wrong.  I may  be  wrong.  This  is  simply  one  of  my  ideas. 

It  could  be  that  they  are  making  their  position  toward  Native  Americans 
blatantly  obvious,  by  making  this  move.  I think  they  have  already  done  that 
due  to  Washita.  What  they  do  not  realize  is  that  Native  Americans  are  the 
fastest  growing  race  in  the  United  States  today.  They  are  jeopardizing  their 
own  political  futures  by  what  they  are  attempting  to  do  in  Oklahoma. 

I urge  each  and  every  one  of  you  to  continue  to  bombard  the  President,  asking 
that  Ft.  Reno  be  returned  to  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho.  Please  do  not  send 
any  mail  to  the  state  government  of  Oklahoma  on  Ft.  Reno.  This  is  a federal 
government  issue.  I would  also  ask  that  you  take  the  time  this  week  to  send 
snail  mail  to  the  Attorney  General,  Janet  Reno.  The  address  is: 

Attorney  General  Janet  Reno 
Department  of  Justice 
10th  and  Constitution  NW 
Washington,  DC  20530 

Another  letter  to  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Bruce  Babbitt,  would  be  helpful. 
That  address  is: 

Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Bruce  Babbitt 
1849  C Street  NW 

Main  Interior  Building,  Room  6151 


Washington,  DC  20240 


And  please  remember  to  send  cc ' s of  your  email  to  the  president  to 
cheyarap@mind . net 

They  are  making  up  packets  of  our  email  to  forward  to  Babbitt,  and  D.  Reno. 
Believe  me,  we  are  making  an  impact,  and  we  should  continue  to  do  so! 

Thank  you  so  much  for  all  your  cooperation.  The  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  people 
of  Oklahoma  wanted  us  to  know  that  they  really  appreciate  all  of  our  effort 
on  their  behalf.  Please  do  not  give  up  now. 

Peace ! 

Mary 


"RE : Cherokee  Nation  Industries"  

From:  cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com  (cherokee  observer) 

Sub j : Cherokee  Nation  Industries- -88  Employees  Cut 
Date:  Wed,  27  Mar  1996  14:55:15  LOCAL 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Monday-March  25,  1996 

Excerpts  from  a press  conference  called  by  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma's 
Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd 

"I  have  asked  you  here  today  as  member  of  the  press  who  I work  closely 
with  to  discuss  an  issue  that  affects  all  of  us.  Early  this  morning  at 

Cherokee  Nation  Industries  88  employees  were  placed  on  lay-off  status 

I am  unable  to  account  for  the  management  practices  that  CNI  had  in  the 
past.  I am  however  accountable  for  actions  taken  during  my  term.  I feel 
that  the  day  of  reckoning  is  upon  us,  and  the  lay-off  situation  has 
become  inevitable.  Management  agonized  over  this  decision,  but  realized 
that  this  action  was  necessary  for  the  betterment  of  the  company." 

Tuesday-March  26,  1996 

Facts  from  Statement  released  to  press  by  Chief  Byrd 
CNI  has  had  a negative  cash  flow  since  1992. 

During  the  last  four  years  CNI  has  lost  more  that  $2.4  billion. 

Quote  from  Delaware  County  Dournal-March  27,  1996 

Byrd  said  he  was  angry  about  the  mismanagement  under  [Former 
Chief  Ross  0.]  Swimmer,  who  also  served  as  President  of  the  company.  "It 

was  very  difficult  for  us  to  lay  off  these  people I just  don't 

understand  how  anyone  in  the  position  they  {management}  were  in  could 
make  the  decisions  they  did  which  did  not  consider  the  workers." 

Quote  from  Tulsa  World-March  27,  1996. 

Byrd  said  the  company  lost  more  that  $2.4  million  mainly  due  to 
unnecessary  inventory  purchases  and  inflated  management  salaries  under 
former  Cherokee  Chief  Ross  Swimmer,  who  resigned  in  November  as  CNI's 
president  and  chief  executive  officer. 

"I  think  that  the  nature  of  the  business  at  CNI  is  feast  or  famine.... 
I don't  understand  why  the  chief  {Byrd}  want  to  try  to  lay  blame  on 
somebody  who  hasn't  even  been  there  for  six  months,"  said  Swimmer. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Posting  brought  to  you  courtesy  of: 

THE  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER 

P.O.  Box  1301 

Day,  OK.  74346-1301 

e-mail : cwyob@mailhost .galstar.com 

Read  the  rest  of  the  story  in  the  April  1996  issue.  Snail-mail 
Subscriptions  rates(within  USA)  are  only  $12.50  per  year. 

"RE;  (\iez  Perce  Call  for  Assistance"  


Date:  Mon,  1 Apr  1996  21:08:49  GMT 
From:  benmarra@halcyon . com  (Ben  Marra) 

Sub j : Nez  Perce  call  for  assistance 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

Nez  Perce  Tribe  Seeks  To  Reclaim  Their  Past 

Dune  1st  Deadline  for  Protecting  Collection  Approaches 

After  150  years  of  separation  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe  is  poised  to  retrieve  a 
unique  collection  of  its  people's  artifacts.  This  collection  includes  both 
the  oldest  and  most  extraordinary  historic  representatives  of  Plateau  Indian 
culture  in  existence. 

BUT  THERE  IS  A CATCH! 

The  collection  is  owned  by  the  Ohio  Historical  Society.  After  loaning  the 
collection  to  the  Nez  Perce  for  years,  OHS  recently  demanded  its  return.  In 
a last  ditch  effort  to  save  the  collection,  the  Tribe  entered  into  an 
agreement  to  purchase  it  at  the  appraised  value  of  $608,100.  However,  funds 
must  be  raised  by  Dune  1st,  1996,  or  the  collection  will  be  returned  to 
Ohio,  possibly  for  sale  to  other  parties.  Without  prompt  action,  this 
opportunity  and  the  collection  itself  may  be  lost  forever. 

We  are  calling  upon  all  people  who  are  touched  by  our  situation  to  join 
the  Heritage  Quest  Alliance  in  its  fund-raising  efforts.  There  are  many  ways 
you  can  help.  Artists  and  art  collectors  are  particularly  asked  to 
participate  in  a first-of-its  kind  art  auction  on  the  Internet, 
http : //www. uidaho. edu/nezperce 

People,  organizations,  and  businesses  who  would  like  to  support  the  Tribe's 
fund-raising  effort  should  contact: 

"Spalding-Alien  Collection  Fund" 
c/o  Key  Bank,  P.0.  Box  1208 
Lewiston,  Idaho  83501 

or  Tom  Hudson,  Nez  Perce  Heritage  Quest  Alliance 
(208)  883-2890 
or 

thudson@moscow.com 

Linda  Peterson 
Ben  Marra  Studios 
Seattle,  WA 


"RE : ALC  Decision  and  Private  Land"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Apr  1996  00:39:52  -0700 
From:  sky@indirect.com  (Sky  Crosby) 

Sub j : ALC  Decision  and  Private  Land 

UUCP  email 

NEWS  RELEASE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  March  30,  1996 

Please  contact  Marsha  Montesersky  / Leroy  Teeasyatoh  cellular  520-691-6199, 
c/o  sky@indirect.com 

Dineh  (Navajo)  residents  living  on  Hopi  Partition  Land  (HPL)  vie  Dudge 
Child's  March  11,  1996  decision  to  revoke  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company's 
(PWCC)  Kayenta  mine  permit  application  as  a landmark  decision  critical  of 
PWCC,  the  Office  of  Surface  Mining  (OSM)  and  the  Navajo  Nation.  In  the 
decision  Dudge  Child  states:  " the  Indian  land,  even  though  held  in  trust 
by  the  Federal  Government  for  the  benefit  of  the  tribe  and  its  members, 
is  nonetheless  private  land".  Much  of  the  land  thereby  protected  in 
Peabody's  lease  hold  is  on  HPL. 

This  federal  decision  empowers  HPL  residents  as  private  property  owners 
no  longer  subject  to  the  threats  of  forced  relocation,  livestock 
confiscations,  no  housing  improvements  and  no  home  construction.  As 


private  property  owners,  HPL  residents  are  now  free  to  remain  on  their 
aboriginal  land,  rebuild  their  homes  and  protect  their  land  for  future 
generations  and  are  no  longer  subject  to  Hopi  Tribal  Council  jurisdiction. 

HPL  residents  view  Sovereignty  as  resting  with  the  individual  family  and 
not  with  the  Navajo  Nation  or  the  Hopi  Tribe.  During  the  Administrative 
Law  Court  proceedings  Judge  Child  stated:  "If  there  was  no  coal  mine 
would  there  be  a land  dispute?  I think  not!"  The  Navajo  Nation  and  the 
Hopi  tribe  sold  out  their  tribal  members'  rights  when  they  negotiated 
leases  with  PWCC  for  short  term  monetary  profits  obtained  by  coal  mining 
without  their  consent,  allowed  relocation  of  lease  hold  residents,  allowed 
surface  and  ground  water  resources  to  become  contaminated,  livestock  and 
air  to  become  poisoned  and  allowed  desecration  of  sacred  sites  and  burial 
sites . 

Leroy  Teeasyatoh,  relocation  resister  and  refugee  states:  "I  stand  in 
solidarity  with  Religious  loyalty  of  traditional  people.  We  inherited  our 
Religious  territory  from  the  Holy  peoples.  We  live  according  to  sacred 
guidelines  and  live  a Religious  lifestyle.  I cannot  be  loyal  to  any 
adopted  system  by  the  Navajo  tribal  government.  Public  law  93-531,  the 
relocation  Act  requiring  10,000  traditional  Dineh  to  be  forcibly 
relocated  from  their  homes  and  the  court  ordered  Mediation  arising  from 
the  Manybeads  lawsuit  filed  by  HPL  residents  for  Religious  freedom  were 
conducted  without  the  input  of  the  religious  leaders.  Congress  should 
consult  with  Religious  leaders  before  laws  are  created  so  that  the  laws 
are  blessed  in  a positive  way.  Only  the  Religious  leaders  have 
Jurisdiction . " 

The  proposed  agreement  would  have  allowed  full  Hopi  Tribal  Council 
jurisdiction,  making  Dineh  residents  on  HPL  subject  to  Hopi  laws  affecting 
their  ability  to  practice  Freedom  of  Religion,  requiring  permits  to 
conduct  religious  ceremonies,  and  does  not  allow  burial  of  the  dead.  And 
while  payment  of  rent  and  exorbitant  grazing  fees  are  demanded  by  the 
Navajo  Nation  to  the  Hopi  Tribe,  HPL  residents  are  denied  any  voice  in 
Hopi  laws  created  and  enforced  that  effects  their  ability  to  survive, 
practice  their  religion  and  protect  the  land  for  future  generations.  HPL 
residents  as  private  property  owners  will  not  accept  taxation  without 
representation  any  more  than  did  people  during  the  Boston  Tea  Party. 

"RE : Ethnic  Cleansing"  

Date:  Mon,  01  Apr  1996  16:33:27  +0000 
From:  CHARLES  KAMINS  <reader@community.net> 

Sub j : Ethnic  Cleansing?  We  have  it  here  too! 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 
Ethnic  Cleansing?  We  have  it  here  too! 

"...the  real  aim  of  [the  Dawes  Act]  is  to  get  at  the  Indians'  land  and 
open  it  up  for  resettlement." 

Senator  Henry  M.  Teller,  1881 

The  United  States  Government  has  been  trying  unsuccessfully  to  register 
Native  American  Indians  for  over  a hundred  years.  The  infamous  Dawes  Act 
of  1887  was  the  first  such  effort  on  a large-scale.  The  purported  aim  of 
the  Act  was  to  protect  Indian  property  rights  during  the  Oklahoma  Land 
Rush.  By  registering,  Indians  were  told,  they  would  be  allotted  160 
acres  of  land  per  family  in  advance  of  the  Land  Rush  and  thus  be 
restituted  for  100  years  of  genocide  against  them. 

The  purpose  of  the  Dawes  Act,  ostensibly  to  protect  Indian  welfare,  was 
viewed  with  suspicion  by  many  Indians  hurt  by  government's  clumsy 
relocation  efforts  of  the  past.  Indians  who  had  refused  to  submit  to 
previous  relocations  refused  to  register  on  the  Dawes  Rolls  for  fear 
that  they  would  be  caught  and  punished. 

To  get  on  the  Dawes  Rolls,  Native  Americans  had  to  "anglicize"  their 
names.  Rolling  Thunder  thus  became  Ron  Thomas  and  so  forth.  This  bit  of 
"melting  pot"  chicanery  allowed  agents  of  the  government,  sent  to  the 
frontier  to  administer  the  Act,  to  slip  the  names  of  their  relatives  and 


friends  onto  the  Dawes  Rolls  and  thus  reap  millions  of  acres  of  land  for 
their  friends  and  cronies. 

The  abuses  of  the  Dawes  Act  were  revealed  and  set  forth  in  the  Miriam 
Report  of  1928.  A 'Group  of  100'  Native  Americans  and  prominent  citizens 
were  charged  by  Congress  to  look  into  widespread  allegations  of 
corruption  and  abuse  of  the  Dawes  Act.  The  800  page  report  documented 
massive  fraud  and  misappropriation  by  the  very  government  agents  sent  to 
administer  the  Act.  It  was  found  in  one  state  alone  that  Indian  held 
land,  which  totaled  138  million  acres  in  1887  at  the  time  the  Dawes  Act 
was  signed  into  law,  had  been  reduced  to  47  million  acres  of  land  by 
1934  when  the  Act  was  repealed. 

The  Miriam  Report  led  to  the  repeal  of  the  Dawes  Act  although  repeal 
did  not  mean  that  land  obtained  thru  fraud  was  restored.  The  Indian 
Reorganization  Act  of  1934,  written  specifically  to  indemnify  Native 
Americans  for  the  abuses  of  the  Dawes  Act  simply  "grandfathered  in"  the 
existing  deeds  and  that  was  that. 

As  compensation,  Indians  were  to  benefit  from  a credit  fund  designed  to 
encourage  small  businesses  and  self-sufficiency.  The  government  stepped 
up  efforts  to  recruit  Natives  into  posts  in  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  set  up  an  Indian  Court  system  to  deal  with  non-federal  crimes, 
and  established  a mechanism  for  Indians  to  pool  their  land,  purchase  new 
parcels  and  own  land  as  a corporate  entity. 

By  1954,  it  had  become  clear  that  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act  of  1934 
was  failing.  Implementation  of  the  Act  was  plagued  by  the  same 
incompetence  and  corruption  created  by  the  Dawes  Act. 

Ethnic  Cleansing 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  in  1954,  therefore,  initiated  the  ominous 
sounding  "Termination  and  Relocation"  phase  of  the  Reorganization  Act. 
Funding  for  the  programs  of  the  IRA  of  1934  was  abruptly  cut  off  causing 
thousands  of  bankruptcies  and  painful  dislocation  among  the  tribes.  In 
addition,  this  new  law  removed  government  recognition  of  61  tribes 
leaving  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Native  Americans  unqualified  for 
government  assistance.  Whether  this  was  an  administrative  convenience  or 
a design  to  eliminate  pesky  tribal  property  claims,  the  net  result  was 
yet  another  arbitrary  appropriation  of  property  inflicted  on  Native 
Americans,  many  of  whom  are  fighting  in  the  courts  to  this  day  to  get 
their  rights  back. 

On  February  20  President  Clinton  took  a call  on  World  News  Tonight  from 
a young  Lumbee  Indian  girl  who  asked  the  President  why  she  was  still 
being  denied  her  heritage.  The  President  and  Peter  Jennings  both  looked 
dumb  struck.  Both  confessed  to  being  unaware  of  the  problem  and  the 
President  promised  to  "look  into  it." 

The  Lumbee  are  a tribe  of  over  40,000  Indians  located  in  North  Carolina 
who  were  "erased"  by  the  Termination  and  Relocation  Act  of  1954.  "Sorry, 
the  government  says  you  no  longer  exist  but.  Have  a Nice  Day!" 

The  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act  of  1990 

"Legislators  consistently  vote  on  legislation  without  understanding  what 
is  in  it,  especially  when  the  final  vote  is  taken." 

Senator  H.L.  Richardson, 'What  Makes  You  Think  We  Read  The  Bills?' 

It  is  not  commonly  known  that  it  was  only  in  1924  that  the  U.S. 

Congress  generously  extended  citizenship  to  all  Native  American  Indians, 
a privilege,  they  had  never  enjoyed  up  until  that  point. 

The  Orwellian  absurdity  of  government  handling  of  Indian  affairs  has 
now  reached  a new  height. 

Public  Law  101-644,  the  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act  of  1990,  was  passed 
on  the  hectic  last  day  of  the  congressional  session,  a Saturday  and 
signed  by  President  Bush  on  November  29,  1990.  The  purpose  of  the  law, 
in  addition  to  attempting  to  rectify  the  mess  created  by  100  years  of 
incompetent  legislation,  was  to  protect  Native  American  craftsmen  and 
women  from  the  flood  of  counterfeit  Native  American  arts  & crafts  from 
Taiwan  and  beyond. 

This  perfectly  plausible  objective  was  expanded  beyond  the  realm  of 
jewelry  and  other  native  crafts  to  include  all  art  produced  by  those  who 


are  centifiably  Indian.  Under  the  1990  Act,  Indian  Artisans  may  not  use 
the  words  "Native  American  Artisan"  to  sell  crafts  they  produce  unless 
they  are  certified  as  genuine  Indians  by  the  Federal  Government.  The 
language  of  the  1990  Act  defines  an  Indian  as  "any  individual  who  is  a 
member  of  an  Indian  tribe  or  is  certified  as  an  Indian  artisan  by  an 
Indian  tribe."  Sounds  harmless  enough  doesn't  it? 

The  problems  begin  in  the  certification  process.  It's  not  enough  that 
you  were  born  to  Indian  parents.  Nor  is  it  enough  for  a Native  American 
to  trace  his  lineage  back  to  the  time  of  Christ.  First  of  all,  the 
applicant  must  be  able  to  prove  he  was  born  in  a tribe  that  is 
officially  recognized  by  the  U.S.  Government.  As  I mentioned  above,  the 
1954  Termination  and  Relocation  Act  of  1954  arbitrarily  erased  61 
tribes.  Secondly,  an  applicant  must  prove  he  or  she  was  born  to 
officially  recognized  Indian  parents.  This  also  sounds  simple  enough,  on 
the  surface.  The  problem  is  that  many  Native  Americans  cannot  obtain  the 
necessary  documents  thanks  to  relocations  going  back  to  the  early  1800s, 
the  confusion  created  by  the  Dawes  Act,  the  compounded  confusion  created 
by  the  Termination  and  Relocation  Act,  and  the  prevailing  3rd  world 
conditions  existing  in  the  majority  of  tribal  homelands. 

The  real  effect  of  the  law 

The  point  is,  many  genuine  Indian  artists  cannot  obtain  certification 
under  the  Act.  Their  ancestral  tribes  may  have  been  dissolved  long  ago. 

No  authority  remains  by  which  they  can  obtain  certification  even  if  they 
wanted  to.  Thousands  of  Kickapoos,  Potawatamis,  Cheyennes,  Sioux, 
Arapahos,  Blackfeet,  Lumbees  and  others  have  been  legislated  out  of 
artistic  existence.  Thousands  of  Indian  families  whose  livelihoods 
depend  on  selling  arts  and  crafts  have  just  had  those  livelihoods 
arbitrarily  confiscated,  courtesy  of  the  U.S.  Government. 

Indian  artisans  who  defy  the  new  law  risk  fines  of  up  to  $1,000,000, 
and  up  to  15  years  in  prison.  Corporations  or  groups  who  defy  the  new 
regulations  face  up  to  $5,000,000  in  fines. 

Indian  artisans  are  already  being  turned  away  from  art  competitions  and 
trade  meets.  Deanne  Walker  Rorex  is  a well  known  Oklahoma  artist  whose 
work  has  won  all  kinds  of  regional  awards.  She  is  descended  from 
Cherokee  sculptor  Willard  Stone  whose  sculptures  are  displayed  in  the 
Oklahoma  Hall  of  Fame.  Ms  Rorex  was  recently  barred  from  participating 
in  the  major  American  Indian  Heritage  competition  at  the  Philbrook 
Museum  in  Tulsa.  She  refuses  to  register  because  of  the  principle  of  the 
matter.  The  law  implies  that  her  family,  relatives  and  ancestors  were 
all  frauds. 

Apartheid  in  America 

There  is  another  element  of  this  whole  business  that  many  Indian 
artisans  find  intolerable  and  that  is  registering  themselves  based  on 
their  ethnic  heritage.  The  process  smells  too  much  of  the  bad  old  days 
in  the  South  when  the  census  counted  mulattoes,  quadroons  and  octoroons 
and  doled  out  rights  based  on  quantities  of  blood.  Even  the  CDIB  cards 
(Certification  of  Degree  of  Indian  Blood)  bear  an  eerie  resemblance  to 
the  pass-books  used  to  control  non-whites  in  South  Africa. 

Indians  are  fed  up  with  being  registered,  un-registered , 
administratively  erased  and  so  on  by  an  incompetent  and  often  corrupt 
bureaucracy.  The  very  idea  smacks  of  ethnic  cleansing  and  divides  Native 
Americans,  certified  vs.  non-certified , against  each  other. 

Civil  Disobedience,  a responsibility  as  an  American  Citizen 

Numerous  non-registered  Native  Americans  are  deliberately  defying  this 
latest  piece  of  legislation  by  continuing  to  practice  their  ancestral 
arts.  They  are  not  doing  this  as  American  Indians  but  as  American 
Citizens  exercising  their  painfully  earned  constitutional  rights.  They 
are  acting  as  American  Citizens,  not  just  Indians. 

That  the  Indian  Arts  & Crafts  Act  of  1990  should  be  repealed  goes 
without  saying.  An  arts  and  crafts  act  should  protect  Native  American 
Crafts,  not  disenfranchise  ethnic  individuals  from  their  heritage. 

Sky  Walkinstik  Man-alone  / skyflute@aol.com 


Charles  Kamins  / reader@community.net 
Napa,  California 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  the  International  Journal  on  World  Peace. 

"RE:  Presidential  Awards"  

Date:  Mon,  1 Apr  1996  18:11:49  CST 
From:  Daniel  Minchew  <Minchew@ACT.ORG> 

Sub j : Presidential  Awards  for  Excellence  in  Science,  Math,  et  al 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

Some  members  of  this  list  may  wish  to  honor  an  outstanding  teacher  or 
program  by  making  a nomination  for  the  PRESIDENTIAL  AWARD  for  EXCELLENCE 
in  SCIENCE,  MATHEMATICS,  and  ENGINEERING  MENTORING. 

The  White  House  has  established  the  Presidential  Awards  for  Excellence 
in  Science,  Mathematics,  and  Engineering  Mentoring.  The  Program  seeks  to 
identify  outstanding  mentoring  efforts  or  programs  designed  to  enhance  the 
participation  of  groups  under  represented  in  science,  mathematics,  and 
engineering,  including  minorities,  women,  and  persons  with  disabilities. 

A grant  in  the  amount  of  $10,000  will  accompany  the  award  along  with  a 
commemorative  Presidential  certificate.  Each  awardee  will  be  invited  to 
Washington,  DC,  for  an  awards  ceremony  and  will  be  honored  at  a White 
House  ceremony  in  May  1996. 

INDIVIDUAL  awardees  must  have  demonstrated  outstanding  and  sustained 
mentoring  and  effective  guidance  to  a significant  number  of  students  at 
the  K-12,  undergraduate,  or  graduate  education  level;  INSTITUTIONAL  or 
ORGANIZATIONAL  awardees  will  have  programming  that  has  enabled  a 
substantial  number  of  students  under  represented  in  science,  mathematics, 
and  engineering  to  successfully  pursue  and  complete  the  relevant  degree  or 
enhancement  programs.  Nominees  must  have  mentored  for  at  least  five  years. 

To  get  the  nomination  package,  send  an  e-mail  to 

stisinfo@nsf.gov 

and  in  the  body  of  the  message  enter 

get  nsf9679.txt 

You  will  receive  the  package  (about  7000  bytes)  by  auto-reply. 

DEADLINE  for  making  nominations:  Monday,  April  15,  1996. 


This  grant  is  not  an  ACT  program;  however,  ACT  is  supportive  of 
all  efforts  to  honor  outstanding  teachers  and  programs  that  are 
mentoring  students  in  Science,  Mathematics,  and  Engineering. 


Daniel 


Daniel  Minchew  minchew@act.org 

Director 

ACT  * American  College  Testing  202  223-2318  - Telephone 

One  Dupont  Circle,  NW,  # 340 

Washington,  DC  20036-1170  202  293-2223  - Fax 

"RE : Review:  White  Buffalo  Calf"  

Path:  netcom. comimosa 

From:  mosa@netcom.com  (Michele  Lord) 

Sub j : New  Children's  Book/White  Buffalo  Calf 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Fwd  From:  "David  Yarrow"  <dyarrow@igc.apc.org> 

Organization:  Turtle  EyeLand 


Big  Mama  Buffalo  and  the  Gift  of  the  Great  Mystery 


This  charming  new  book  about  the  demise  and  return  of  the  American 
Buffalo,  or  Bison,  takes  you  on  a historic  journey  into  the  past  to  offer 
a mysterious  gift  of  hope  for  the  beautiful  future  of  life  on  Earth. 

written  by  Sandy  Maine:  mother,  writer,  founder  of  SunFeather  Herbal 
Soap  Company,  co-founder  of  Mountain  Tree  Community  School,  Potsdam,  NY. 

watercolors  by  Ray  Whalen:  artist  and  co-owner  of  Main  Street  Sign  & 
Frame,  Potsdam,  NY. 

This  treasury  of  words  and  watercolors  was  inspired  by  Miracle  --  the 
white  buffalo  calf  born  near  Danesville,  Wisconsin  on  August  8,  1994  -- 
featured  in  a heartwarming  cover  watercolor. 

This  tribute  to  the  Bison  is  a high  quality  reproduction  presented  as 
a children's  storybook  of  "the  buffalo  nation  and  the  two  legged,  red- 
faced people"  seen  through  the  mind  of  Big  Mama  Buffalo  on  Healy  Farm  in 
Canton,  NY. 

Adults,  too,  are  touched  by  the  tale  and  awed  by  the  illustrations. 
Simple,  elegant  text  complemented  by  brilliant,  full  page  watercolors 
capture  the  earthy,  mystic  spirit  of  the  past  and  promise  of  the  American 
Bison . 

available  from: 

Mountain  Tree  Community  School 
362  Outer  Main  Street,  Potsdam,  NY  13676 
315-265-0621 
Retail:  $9.95  each 
Wholesale:  $5.00  each  (minimum  12) 

Shipping:  $3.00 
send  check  to  MTCS 

Proceeds  from  sales  benefit 
Mountain  Tree  Community  School 
a non-profit  society  dedicated  to  development 
and  education  of  sustainable  lifeways,  offering 
classes  from  kindergarten  through  eighth  grade. 


Library  of  Congress  Card  Catalog  No.  9581486 
ISBN  0-964-9620-0-4 


for  a green  and  peaceful  planet  for  the  Seventh  Generation 
David  Yarrow  at  Turtle  EyeLand 
c/o  Broeckx,  P.0.  Box  6034,  Albany,  NY  12206 
dyarrow@igc . ape . org  518-426-0563 

Eve,  the  earthworm  sez:  "If  yer  not  forest,  yer  against  us. 


"RE:  Poem:  Eyez 


Date:  Fri,  15  Mar  96  18:04  PST 

From:  turtle@aicap.s21.com  (Turtle  Heart) 

Sub j : eyez 


Newsgroups:  alt. native 


through  a ring  of  smoke 
i passed  a feather 
i knew  i should  sing  it 
sing  it  that  cross  the  sky  song 
touching  the  tip  of  my  eye 
i could  see  where  the 
wind  had  carried  that  one 
that  one  crossing  the  sky 
in  a ring  of  smoke 

(Ring  of  Smoke  #1) 

(c)Copyright  1995,AICAP 

Turtle  Heart.  Ahnishinabeg  Artist,  turtle@aicap.s21.com 
http://aicap.s21.com 


American  Indian  Computer  Art  Project  (AICAP)  619-374-2208 
PO  Box  111,  Johannesburg  California  93528-0111 
Land  of  Kaw-ii-Su  Ancestor.  Land  of  Light. 

- — "RE:  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/03/28  21:58 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

Genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  7-13 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

7 

Alone,  we  are  restored;  with  others,  we  are  fulfilled. 

8 

This  land  is  the  gathering  place  of  the  winds. 

9 

Time  lays  no  claim  upon  the  earth's  spell  of  wonder. 

10 

Earth's  seasons  are  like  the  tides  of  the  sea,  ke  kai,  -- 
timeless  and  everlasting. 

11 

When  man  has  come  and  gone,  the  land  will  remain. 

12 

Pele  makes  the  land  which  is  shaped  by  the  ocean. 

13 

If  you  want  to  hear  the  secret  voice  of  the  wind,  ka  makani, 
you  must  first  learn  to  listen. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Apr  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

Genie  email 

From:  mproctl@umbc.edu  (Wise  Eagle) 

Sub j : University  of  Maryland  College  Park  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 


Terrapin  Society 

Native  American  Student  Union  and 
Indigenous  Americans  Student,  Alumni,  Faculty,  Staff  Association 

presents 

7th  Annual  University  of  Maryland 
Spring  Pow  Wow 
April  13-14,  1996 
Preinkert  Field  House 
College  Park,  Maryland 

Host  Drum:  Mandaree  Singers 
Lead  Singers:  Sidrick  "Mister"  Baker 
Mandan,  Hidatsa  & Arikara  Nation 
New  Town,  North  Dakota 


Master  of  Ceremonies:  Bob  Tenequer, 
Comanche-Pueblo,  Arlington,  Virginia 
Arena  Director:  Clayton  Old  Elk,  Crow 
Crow  Agency,  Montana 
Head  Dancers:  Doe  White  Eagle,  Ho-Chunk 
Baraboo,  Wisconsin 
Toni  Fitzpatrick,  Kiowa-Crow 
Falls  Church,  Virginia 
Kenji  Konishi,  Comanche-Choctaw 
Germantown,  Maryland 
Dustine  Hill,  Lakota 
Falls  Church,  Virginia 


From:  apayment@lakers.lssu.edu 

Subject:  LSSU  NATIVE  STUDIES  CONF.  ITINERARY 

5th  Biennial  International 
Lake  Superior  State  University 
NATIVE  AMERICAN  STUDIES  CONFERENCE 
Friday,  Saturday  - April  12  & 13 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Michigan 

Call  (906)  635-2185  or  (800)  682-4800  ext.  2185  to  Register 

KEYNOTES: 

4/12  @ 8:00  am  Eddie  Benton-Banai : "Conference  Opening" 

4/12  @ 7:30  pm  John  Mohawk:  "Indian  Sovereignty  & Economic  Dev." 

4/12  @ 12:45  pm  Rick  St.  Germaine:  "Creating  Sacred  Places  for  Indian 

Children" 

4/13  @ 12:15  pm  George  Cornell:  "Images  of  American  Indians  In  Written 

Form" 

4/13  @ 6:30  pm  *****  pow  wow  *****  [See  More  Below] 

6:30-10:00  POW  WOW 

10:00  ONEIDA  COMEDIAN  CHARLIE  HILL 

Vegas  Kewadin  Casinos 
Regular  Rate  (receive  journal)  $85 
Graduate  Students/Community  Rate  (no  journal)  $40 
Students  (not  LSSU)  $40 
LSSU  Students  (with  meals)  $20 
LSSU  Students  (without  meals)  $20 
Variable  Rates  Arranged  for  Select  Sessions. 

Air  Travel:  Call  Passageways  Carlson  Travel  Network  at  (800)  632-9521. 
Vegas  Kewadin  Casinos  Programming 

Casino  Shuttlebus  to  and  from  hotel  to  conference  site  and  casino 
(gratis) 

Free  Casino  Packets  worth  up  to  $30  redeemable  at  casino  (gratis) 

Modest  Fee  to  see  Oneida  Comedian  Charlie  Hill  on  Friday  and  Saturday  night 
Call  (800)  682-4800  ext.  2185  or  (906)  635-2223  or  (906)  635-2112  for 
more  information  and  to  register. 


From:  Gayle  Swanson  <vikey@vnet . net> 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Open  to  the  Public 

5th  Annual  Metrolina  Native  American  Association 
POW  WOW 
May  4th  & 5th,  1996 

at  2601-A  East  7th  Street  (Old  Fireman's  Hall) 

Native  American  Dance  Competition 
Native  American  Arts  & Crafts 
Authentic  Native  American  Foods 
Grand  Entry  at  Noon  on  Saturday  (May  4th) 

For  additional  information,  please  call  1-704-331-4818 
For  information  about  the  Metrolina  Native  American  Association, 
http: //www. charweb. org/neighbors/na/na -metro. htm 
PS..  I don't  have  final  information  on  the  Head  Man  and  Head  Lady,  or  the 
Drum.  As  soon  as  I have  that,  I will  update  this  information,  and  set  up 


a web  page  for  the  Pow  Wow  itself.  When  I was  at  the  MNAI  this  morning, 
this  hadn't  been  finalized. 

Gayle 


From  The  Spike  (probably  the  best  offline  sources  of  east-coast  Powwow 
information)  1-908-654-0074  for  subscription/ad  rate  information 


April  12-13 
Info: 


Sault  Ste.  Marie,  MI  - Native  American  Studies  Conference. 
Keynote  speakers:  Ward  Churchill  and  John  Mohawk. 
800-682-4800  ext  2185  or  e-mail  apayment@lakers.llsu.edu 


April  12-14  Steele,  AL  - 1st  Native  American  Festival. 

Info:  205-570-0002 


April  12-14  Dalton,  GA  - 2nd  Annual  American  Indian  Powwow  and  Festiva 
Info:  706-377-5358 


April  12-14  Hollister,  NC  - 30th  Annual  Haliwa-Saponi  Powwow 

Info:  939-586-4017 


April  12-14  Hickory,  NC  - Salute  to  the  Woodlands  Nations 
Info:  R.T.E.  at  770-735-6275 


April  13 
Info: 


New  York,  NY  - Unity  Powwow  at  the  American  Indian 
Community  House. 

212-598-0100  ex  224 


April  13-14  Mt.  Pleasant,  MI  - CMU  Saginaw/Chippewa  Powwow. 

Info:  517-774-2508 


April  13-14 
Info: 


Childersburg,  AL  - 21st  Annual  Indian  Dance  and  Crafts 
Festival . 

205-378-7252 


-//  — / /-//-/ /-//-/ /-//-//  — //-//  — //-//  — II-//  — //-//  — //-//- 

Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Janet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Debra  Winchell  via  LeAnne  Davis, 

Brooke  Craig,  Sky  Crosby,  Mary (DAKKASWAN) , Freedom  Heart  Rising, 

Turtle  Heart(Healing  the  Sacred  Hoop  with  Song  Poems),  Les  Tate, 

David  Yarrow  via  Michele  Lord,  Joseph  Thompson,  Linda  Welch  via  David  Born 
Marvin  and  Linda  Summerfield,  Linda  Peterson,  Charles  Kamins,  Frosty  Deere 
Shane  Jimerfield,  Erik  Vanlennep,  Mark  D.  Fiddler,  Marilyn  Phelps 

/--//--/ /--//--//--//--/ /--//--/ /--//--/ /--//--/ /-//-//-//- 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Apr  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

Genie  email 

Original  Sender:  ishgooda@tdi.net  (Ishgooda) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

American  Indian  Services  of  Detroit  will  be  sponsoring  an  exhibition 
dance  to  benefit  their  First  American  Youth  Program 


WHAT:  CREATOR'S  CHOICE  : Ants  and  Crafts  Exhibition 

WHEN:  Saturday,  May  11,  1996  - 11:00AM  - 6:00PM 

WHERE:  Arthur  Lesow  Community  Center 

120  Eastchester 
Monroe,  Michigan 
ADMISSION:  18  and  under  free 
55  and  older  free 
All  others  $1.00 
APPLICATION  FOR  VENDOR  SPACE 

1)  Please  send  information  on  previous  pow  wows  at  which  you  have 
vended 

2) Tribal  affiliation  (if  any) 

3) What  items  do  you  plan  to  vendor  (general) 

Vendors  Contact  Linda  at  (313)  243-5695  or 

e-mail  ishgooda@tdi.net  OR 
Ken  at  (313)388-4100 

(authentic  crafts  only  no  imports  or  ripoffs)  space  is  limited 
DIRECTIONS:  EXIT  1-75  at  # 13  (Front  St.)  west  on  Front  to  First  St. 

Right  on  First  ST.  2 blocks  (past  railroad  tracks) 
Left  on  Eastchester  tan  brick  building  on  the  right 
«« {{{{}}}} 

Maori  saying  "The  trees,  speaking  one  to  the  other  said'  Watch  out  for  the 
axe  handle,  he  is  one  of  us,  you  know.'" 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 


Original  Sender:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Stillwater  Parent  Committee  for  Indian  Education 
Presents  a Cultural  Event 
The  Ninth  Annual  Benefit 
SPRING  DANCE 

Saturday,  April  13,  1996 
Stillwater  High  School  Gym 
N.  Boomer  Rd. 

Stillwater,  Oklahoma 
Health  Fair,  Gourd  Dance:  2:00pm 
Traditional  Dinner:  5:30pm 
Gourd  Dance:  6:30pm 

War  Dance:  7:30pm 

Head  Singer:  3oe  Moore 

Head  Man  Dancer:  3eff  Goodfox 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  Melissa  Hall 

Youth  Honor  Dancers:  Clark  Pepper,  Regan  McDonald 

MC:  Ted  Bravescout 

Arena  Director:  Tim  Fields 

Gourd  Clan:  Kickapoo  Gourd  Clan 

SPECIAL  HIGHLIGHTS: 

Teenage  Dance  Contest,  ages  14-17,  boys  and  girls. 

Door  Prizes,  Health  Fair 

All  youth  groups,  Indian  clubs,  students  and  interested  community 
members  are  invited  to  join  us. 

Native  American  Artist  and  Craftsman  are  invited.  A $5  donation  and 
an  item  requested,  call  to  reserve  your  space. 

For  information  call  Dorna  Harjo,  Coordinator,  Indian  Education 
Program.  (405)743-6300. 

Proceeds  to  benefit  the  Stillwater  Indian  Education  Programs. 
EVERYONE  WELCOME! ! ! 

"RE : Are  They  Laughing"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Mar  1996  11:25:24  -0500 

From:  frosty.deere@igloo.magicnet.com  (FROSTY  DEERE) 


Sub j : Are  they  laughing? 


Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

She:kon  kwe  kwe.  ALL. 

I have  been  reading  this  echo  for,  I don't  know  how  long. 

I was  sitting  here  today  and  was  going  over  many  messages  and  I 

wonder  if  they  are  not  laughing  as  us.  You  do  I mean  ? I mean  the  BIA, 

DIAND,  city,  state,  national  governments  and  single  employee  of  any  of  them 

Here  we  are  each  one  of  us  living  our  lives  and  always  debating 

things  like,  blood,  skin,  land,  rights,  treaties,  war,  names,  and  anything 

else. 

When  will  we  wake  up? 

When  will  we  do  the  right  thing? 

I mean  when  are  each  of  us,  each  clan,  each  band,  each  tribe,  each 
nation  and  each  confederacy  stop  debating  about  who  and  what  we  are  and  get 
down  to  being  what  we  know  we  are? 

Is  it  not  time  to  stop  the  laughing  and  get  them  to  open  there  eyes 
and  to  give  us  what  belongs  to  us  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land  ? 

Is  it  not  time  for  the  debate  over  who  we  are,  blood,  rights, 
citizenship,  membership,  lists,  treaties,  what  names  we  are  called,  who  is 
and  who  is  not  come  to  stop  ? 

Is  it  not  time  that  all  clans,  bands,  tribes,  longhouse,  councils, 
nations  come  together  as  one  strong  force  of  people  and  stand  together? 

Come  together  and  make  the  world  see  the  truth  about  what  has  been 
taken,  stolen,  and  broken?  The  time  has  come  to  stop  talking  about  what 
they  are  laughing  at,  and  take  charge  of  not  just  a few  of  us  but  all  of  us 
We  all  support  some  group  defending  our  rights  but  all  we  do  is  give 
then  lip  service. 

It  is  time  we  awake  up  the  world  as  a UNITED  PEOPLE  and  open  the 
books,  files  and  get  what  belongs  to  all  of  us  back  in  some  manner.  Be  it 
money,  land,  or  respect  that  we  deserve  as  a PEOPLE. 

Let's  do  some  damn  thing  to  stop  the  laughing  by  them  as  we  sit  and 
fight  among  ourselves  over  what  is  and  what  is  not  the  truth  about 
ourselves.  Let's  stop  the  talk  and  walk  the  walk.  If  we  are  NATIONS,  then 
let's  act  as  NATIONS. 

Let  us  trade  as  NATIONS  and  get  other  nations  to  trade  with  us,  we 
have  that  right. 

We  have  the  right  not  to  collect  or  pay  tax  to  other  nations.  But  we 
do  not  enforce  our  rights.  It's  time  we  did  this. 

Sken:nen  Kowa 

"RE : Dineh  Youth  Resistance  Protests"  

Date:  26  Mar  1996  22:36:32  +0100 

From:  sjimerfield@igc.apc.org  (shane  jimerfield) 

Sub j : Dineh  Youth  Resistance  protests  "accommodation  agreement" 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

please  respond  to  the  people  who  wrote  this,  they  have  no  email,  you  will 
have  to  call  them,  please  do. 

DINEH  YOUTH  RESISTANCE  POB  210  HOTEVILIA,  AZ  86030 
For  Media  Advisory: 

For  Immediate  Release:  March  23,  1996 

For  More  Information  Please  Contact:  Lisa  Tso  (520)  774-3645 

"ACCOMMODATION  AGREEMENT"  SAID  TO  BE  CULTURAL  GENOCIDE 
ETHNIC  CLEANSING  IN  ARIZONA 

On  March  28  The  Senate  will  review  the  "Accommodation  Agreement" 
concerning  the  "Navajo  - Hopi  Land  Dispute."  Word  of  the  hearing  was 
given  to  the  families  residing  in  the  "disputed  lands"  on  March  18,  only 
ten  days  prior  to  the  date  set;  therefore  most  of  the  people  affected  by 


the  "Agreement"  are  unable  to  attend  these  hearings.  One  Dineh  (Navajo) 
elder,  and  resistor,  Mae  Tso,  will  be  able  to  be  in  attendance;  she  is 
directly  affected  by  the  agreement  and  is  the  only  one  of  the  250  families 
able  to  go  to  voice  her  opposition. 

The  "Accommodation  Agreement"  is  set  to  be  the  end  solution  to  the 
"Manybeads"  first  amendment  law  suit,  and  the  twenty-two  year  resistance 
to  forced  relocation  by  the  families  in  concern.  However  the  majority  of 
the  families  do  not  agree  with  it;  "The  'Agreement'  is  forced  relocation, 
whether  we  sign,  or  refuse,  the  end  result  is  forced  relocation.  This  is 
the  first  time  in  history  that  we  are  aware  of  one  Native  American  tribe 
being  authorized  by  the  United  states  Government  to  forcibly  relocate 
another.  This  'Agreement'  is  authorized  ethnic  cleansing,  cultural 
genocide,"  stated  the  Tso  family  of  Mosquito  springs. 

PLEASE  REFER  TO  FOLLOWING  LETTER. 

begin 

To  Whom  it  may  Concern:  March  20,  1996 

We  are  residents  of  the  land  currently  titled  "Hopi  Partition  Land,"  we 
know  it  as  Mosquito  Springs.  We  art  Dineh  (Navajo),  we  were  born  on  this 
land,  and  have  spent  our  whole  lives  here,  as  our  ancestors  have  done 
before  us.  Seventeen  Generations  of  our  family  can  be  easily  documented  as 
residing  on  this  very  land  we  at  discussing;  we  believe  out  ties  to  this 
land  go  back  even  much  further.  Our  ancestral  homeland,  the  only  home  we 
have  ever  known,  and  where  we  currently  reside,  was  given  to  the  Hopi 
tribe  in  1974  by  PL  93-531,  this  is  why  it  is  called  "Hopi  Partition  Land. 
" The  "Navajo  - Hopi  Land  Dispute"  has  stemmed  out  of  this,  as  well  as  a 
100  year  old  treaty  which  deemed  our  land  as  "Doint  Use  Area." 

This  is  a letter  in  response,  and  in  opposition  to  the  "Accommodation 
Agreement"  concerning  the  "Navajo  - Hopi  Land  Dispute."  The  current  date 
set  for  The  Senate  Hearing  to  review  the  Accommodation  Agreement  and  Hopi/ 
U.S.  Agreement  is  March  28,1996.  We  would  like  to  be  there  to  meet  with 
Congress  in  person  to  discuss  this  issue  and  a possible  permanent  solution 
However  the  date  of  this  hearing  was  not  released  to  us  until  March  18, 
1996,  two  days  ago,  merely  10  days  before  the  hearing.  As  you  can  imagine, 
we  live  a modest,  traditional  lifestyle,  and  are  completely  unable  to 
manage  a trip  to  Washington,  D.C.,  especially  with  only  ten  days  notice. 
However  we  are  encouraged  that  this  letter  will  reach  you,  and  we  thank 
you  in  advance  for  your  attention. 

We,  the  people  directly  affected  by  this  unjust  "Agreement,"  are  making 
our  response  to  it.  The  "Agreement"  is  forced  relocation,  whether  we  sign, 
or  refuse,  the  end  result  is  forced  relocation.  This  is  the  first  time  in 
history  that  we  are  aware  of  one  Native  American  tribe  being  authorized  by 
the  United  States  Government  to  forcibly  relocate  another.  The  "Agreement" 
is  authorized  ethnic  cleansing,  cultural  genocide. 

We  would  like  a permanent  solution,  a lease  is  not  acceptable  to  us.  We 
do  not  want  to  leave  this  for  our  future  generations  to  have  to  deal  with. 
Frankly,  we  will  not  give  up,  or  lose,  our  ancestral  homeland  now,  nor  in 
seventy-five  years.  A better  solution  would  be  to  properly  assess  who 
lives  where,  and  uses  what  land,  and  use  that  information  to  deal  with 
this  appropriately.  An  example  of  an  appropriate  decision  would  be  the 
repeal  of  PL  93-531,  the  1974  law  which  redefined  our  ancestral  homeland 
and  gave  it  to  the  Hopi  tribe,  hence  this  "land  dispute."  We  have  not  ever 
abandoned  our  land,  not  even  a century  ago,  back  in  the  time  of  Kit  Carson 
and  what  is  known  as  the  "Long  Walk,"  nor  did  we  abandon  it  when  the  1974 
law  was  passed,  nor  will  we  abandon  it  now  or  in  the  future. 

If  we  were  to  agree  to  this  lease,  we  would  not  even  be  allowed  to  go 
away  to  school,  due  to  the  provision  that  if  you  leave  for  two  years  you 
automatically  lose  your  home  site.  Not  to  mention  the  provision 
restricting  us  from  any  sort  of  self  - employment.  We  at  restricted  by  the 
lease,  due  to  these  provisions,  and  the  meager  amount  of  livestock  they 
allow  us  in  the  lease,  to  becoming  solely  dependent  on  welfare. 

Three  acres  is  too  small  for  a family  living  traditionally  on  this  sort 
of  terrain,  we  need  room  for  our  outhouses,  corrals,  sweat  lodge  space  etc 
. . Our  religion  law,  and  the  land,  which  is  one  in  the  same,  force  us  to 
be  semi-  migratory,  we  can  not  be  expected  to  survive  "fenced  in."  For 


example.  Our  religion  requires  us  to  move  from  an  area  if  it  has  been 
struck  by  lightning,  or  there  has  been  a death,  or  in  order  to  not 
over  graze  an  area,  or  to  look  for  watersheds  for  our  gardens.  The  lease 
directly  impedes  our  religious  law.  The  farming  area  is  to  small,  the 
watersheds  are  different  from  year  to  year,  if  you  use  one  area  year  after 
year  it  becomes  useless  and  infertile,  it  becomes  a desert.  Why  do  we  have 
to  designate  our  land  to  particular  uses?  Sometimes  we  need  to  put  out 
cattle  in  the  cornfields,  this  is  a part  of  our  lifestyle,  sometimes  there 
is  drought  and  we  have  to  move  our  animals  to  different  areas,  we  need  to 
have  access  to  a lot  of  area  to  continue  our  traditional  life  ways. 

The  annual  reallocation  of  permits  is  a hassle,  we  live  isolated  in  a 
remote  area,  and  are  lacking  in  transportation.  It  is  too  easy  to  lose  a 
permit,  and  there's  too  many  permits,  for  every  little  thing.  Why  do  we 
have  to  report  our  ceremonies,  and  run  around  and  get  permits  for  them? 
Religion  and  politics  should  not  mix,  it  is  abusive  to  our  religion.  We 
don't  want  the  stress  of  wondering  if  our  ceremony  and  all  its  aspects 
will  be  allowed?  Does  any  other  religion  in  the  United  States  have  to  get 
their  ceremonial  aspects  approved?  Imagine  if  the  Catholics  had  to  get 
permit  for  each  communion. 

The  termination  provisions  written  into  the  "Agreement"  are  completely 
unreasonable,  and  there  is  no  protection  for  us  from  any  maliciousness 
from  the  Hopi  tribe.  The  Hopi  tribe  has  worked  diligently  and  maliciously 
for  the  last  twenty-two  years  to  force  us  off  of  our  land.  We  do  not  trust 
being  left  into  their  hands,  for  them  to  decide  our  future  and  make  the 
laws  as  they  see  fit.  It  is  even  written  into  the  "Agreement"  that  the 
Navajo  Nation  can  not  provide  us  with  legal  counsel.  We  are  intentionally 
being  left  unable  to  obtain  a lawyer,  purposely  left  unable  to  defend 
ourselves.  We  are  humble  people,  how  are  we  to  pay  for  legal  counsel,  to 
defend  ourselves  against  their  unjust  decisions?  Are  we  supposed  to  barter 
for  a lawyer  with  our  meager  amount  of  sheep?  The  Hopi  Rangers  could  label 
anything  we  do  as  "malicious  mischief,"  three  violations  could  be 
accumulated  easily  by  anybody.  Having  to  live  under  these  rules  and 
regulations  is  unconstitutional  and  frankly  frightening. 

We  don't  want  to  be  under  Hopi  law,  or  mixed  jurisdiction.  An  example 
of  what  has  occurred  due  to  the  current  mixed  jurisdiction  is  when  a 
relative  of  ours  died  in  his  home  two  years  ago.  We  went  to  the  Hopi  tribe, 

who  told  us  they  did  not  have  jurisdiction,  then  we  went  to  the  Navajo, 

who  also  told  us  they  did  not  have  jurisdiction.  We  finally  had  to  haul 

our  deceased  relative  in  the  back  of  our  own  pickup  truck  to  the  Tuba  City 

Morgue,  and  by  that  time  he  was  all  swelled  up.  We  want  to  be  under  one 
law,  our  law,  Navajo  Law,  not  a confusing  tangle  of  who  to  go  to  and  for 
what . 

What  is  this  Hopi  Comprehensive  Land  Use  plan?  We  don't  want  any 
destruction  on  our  homeland!!  We  do  not  trust  the  Hopi's  to  take  good  care 
of  our  land,  we  suspect  their  only  real  interest  in  it,  and  why  they  are 
putting  so  much  time  and  effort  into  this  "dispute,"  is  really  for  the 
rich  coal  and  mineral  deposits  underneath  our  land.  We  don't  want  any 
mining  on  our  land,  that  would  be  desecrating  our  church,  comparable  to 
the  bombing  of  a church  in  Bethlehem  for  the  Dudeo  - Christian  Religions. 

We  do  not  want  Lee  Phillips  as  the  individual  who  receives  notice  of 
government  fencing  and  construction  etc.  on  our  land.  He  does  not 
represent  us,  we  have  no  trust  that  he  will  relay  these  messages  to  us, 
let  alone  do  something  about  tern.  Look  at  the  predicament  he's  put  us  in 
by  agreeing  to  this  agreement  "on  our  behalf."  We  do  not  trust  his  legal 
counsel,  and  he's  stated  publicly  that  he's  tired  of  this  case,  and  would 
like  to  move  on.  His  heart  is  not  in  this,  he  is  not  looking  out  for  our 
best  interests.  We  want  the  information  of  what  is  planned  for  our  land  to 

come  to  us,  and  we  want  a direct  say  in  it. 

The  lease  itself  is  setup  to  expire  on  its  own  terms  if  the  Navajo 
Nation  does  not  keep  up  timely,  and  the  very  expensive  payments  to  the 

Hopi  Tribe.  Why  does  the  Navajo  Nation  have  to  pay  the  Hopi  Tribe  to  allow 

people  to  live  on  their  own  ancestral  land?  Why  do  we,  the  traditional 
Dineh  families,  as  well  as  the  Navajo  Nation,  have  to  pay  for  the  mistakes 
of  arbitrarily,  and  falsely  drawn  lines.  We  have  paid  with  twenty-two 
years  of  suffering  and  untold  hardships;  for  example  we  have  been  living 


for  years  in  sub-standard  housing  with  fifteen  people  to  one  small  two 
room  house,  due  to  the  Bennett  Freeze.  Another  good  example  is  that  we 
have  our  food,  as  well  as  our  only  sources  of  income,  our  livestock, 
impounded,  stolen,  from  us  by  the  Hopi  tribe  on  a regular  basis.  Haven't 
we  paid  enough  already?  We  are,  again,  being  denied  our  own  culture,  our 
own  religion,  our  own  life  ways.  We  would  finally  appreciate  some  justice. 

To  sign  the  "Accommodation  Agreement"  would  be  to  sign  away  our 
individual  rights  and  our  religion.  It  is  forced  relocation;  it  is 
cultural  genocide,  it  is  ethnic  cleansing.  We  beg  of  you  to  stop  it  and 
its  repercussions  right  now. 

Thank  you  and  Sincerely, 

Calvin  Tso,  Esperanza  Tso,  Francis  Tso,  Duanita  Tso,  Rachel  Tso, 

Timothy  Tso 

PO  Box  210  Hotevilla,  Arizona  86030 

"RE : Medals  of  Dishonor"  

Date:  Tue,  26  Mar  1996  23:22:15  -0600 
From:  ltate@hiwaay.net  (Les  Tate) 

Sub j : Medals  of  Dishonor 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

We  occasionally  see  postings  mentioning  the  medals  of  dishonor  given  to 
a few  white  soldiers  who  participated  in  the  Massacre  at  Wounded  Knee. 

The  Code  of  Federal  Regulation  reveals  there  were  many  more  medals  of 
dishonor  than  that.  I thought  you  should  know. 

Les  Tate 


32  CFR  Sec.  578.29 
Title  32 
Subtitle  A 
CHAPTER  V 
SUBCHAPTER  F 
PART  578 

Sec.  578.29  Indian  Campaign  Medal. 

(a)  Description.  The  medal  of  bronze  is  1 1/4  inches  in  diameter.  On  the 
obverse  is  a mounted  Indian  facing  sinister,  wearing  a war  bonnet,  and 
carrying  a spear  in  his  right  hand.  Above  the  horseman  are  the  words 
'Indian  Wars,'  and  below,  on  either  side  of  a buffalo  skull,  the  circle  is 
completed  by  arrowheads,  conventionally  arranged.  On  the  reverse  is  a 
trophy,  composed  of  an  eagle  perched  on  a cannon  supported  by  crossed 
flags,  rifles,  an  Indian  shield,  spear,  and  quiver  of  arrows,  a Cuban 
machete,  and  a Sulu  kriss.  Below  the  trophy  are  the  words  'For  Service.' 
The  whole  is  surrounded  by  a circle  composed  of  the  words  'United  States 
Army'  in  the  upper  half  and  thirteen  stars  in  the  lower  half.  The  medal 

is  suspended  by  a ring  from  a silk  moire  ribbon  1 3/8  inches  in  length  and 
1 3/8  inches  in  width  composed  of  a red  stripe  ( 1/4  inch),  black  stripe  ( 
3/16  inch),  red  band  ( 1/2  inch),  black  stripe  ( 3/16  inch),  and  red 
stripe  ( 1/4  inch) . 

Established  by  WD  General  Orders  12,  1907. 

(b)  Requirements.  Service  in  any  of  the  following  campaigns: 

(1)  Southern  Oregon,  Idaho,  northern  California,  and  Nevada 
between  1865  and  1868. 

(2)  Against  the  Comanches  and  confederate  tribes  in  Kansas, 

Colorado,  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Indian  Territory  between  1867  and 
1875. 

(3)  Modoc  War  between  1872  and  1873. 

(4)  Against  the  Apaches  in  Arizona  in  1873. 

(5)  Against  the  Northern  Cheyennes  and  Sioux  between  1876  and 
1877. 

(6)  Nez  Perce  War  in  1877. 

(7)  Bannock  War  in  1878. 

(8)  Against  the  Northern  Cheyennes  between  1878  and  1879. 


(9)  Against  the  Sheep-Eaters,  Piautes,  and  Bannocks  between  Dune 
and  October,  1879. 

(10)  Against  the  Utes  in  Colorado  and  Utah  between  September  1879 
and  November  1880. 

(11)  Against  the  Apaches  in  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  between  1885 
and  1886. 

(12)  Against  the  Sioux  in  South  Dakota  between  November  1890  and 
January  1891. 

(13)  Against  hostile  Indians  in  any  other  action  in  which  United 
States  troops  were  killed  or  wounded  between  1865  and  1891. 

(13  FR  6798,  Nov.  19,  1948) 

"RE : Klamath  Protest  Timber  Sale"  

Date:  Mon,  25  Mar  1996  12:07:46  EST 

From:  erik.vanlennep@dartmouth.edu  (Erik  Vanlennep) 

Sub j : Klamath  protest  timber  sale  treaty  violations 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

— Forwarded  Message  from  mw@wheel.dcn.davis.ca.us  — 

IN  TH E COURTS  --  If  U.S.  Laws  Don't  Apply,  Maybe  Treaty  Obligations? 

Claiming  their  treaty  rights  are  being  violated,  Oregon's 
Klamath  tribes  on  have  filed  a lawsuit  in  U.S.  District  Court  in 
Portland  seeking  to  block  eight  timber  sales  revived  under  the 
lawless  logging  rider.  The  Winema  Forest  was  the  tribes' 
reservation  before  they  lost  their  tribal  status  and  it  was 
deeded  back  to  the  federal  government. 

Flowever,  an  1864  treaty  let  the  tribes  retain  hunting  and 
fishing  rights  on  the  land,  making  them  perhaps  some  of  the  few 
citizens  who  can  still  have  say  under  the  logging  without  laws 
rider.  Their  suit  charges  that  in  awarding  the  sales,  the  U.S. 

Forest  Service  disregarded  treaty  rights  designed  to  protect 
hunting  and  fishing  grounds. 

The  sales  were  originally  offered  from  1991  and  1992  and 
were  blocked  by  lawsuits  and  administrative  appeals.  But  they 
have  been  reoffered  as  "salvage"  sales,  even  though  the  sales 
total  more  than  34  million  board  feet  of  *GREEN*  timber.  But  the 
Portland  Oregonian  reports  that  Winema  National  Forest  Supervisor 
Bob  Castaneda  said  the  sales  will  not  cause  long-term  damage  to 
wildlife  habitat. 

"RE;  ICWA  Amendment"  

Date:  Mon,  1 Apr  1996  17:30:53  -0600 

From:  icwalaw@maroon.tc.umn.edu  (Mark  D.  Fiddler) 

Sub j : ICWA  amendment 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Indian  Child  Welfare  Law  Center  Memo  to  Indian  Country 

Our  office  recently  came  across  the  following  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  (thanks  to  our  friends  at  the  law  firm  of  Dorsey 
and  Whitney).  THIS  IS  A NEW  AMENDMENT  that  was  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  March  22,  1996.  This  amendment  totally  removes 
voluntary  adoptive  placements  from  the  scope  of  the  ICWA. 

Under  this  bill,  called  the  "Voluntary  Adoption  Project  Act",  H.R.  3156, 
the  ICWA  would  not  apply  to  any  voluntary  adoptive  placements  of  Indian 
children.  Parental  consent  to  placement  would  be  irrevocable  under  the 
ICWA,  jurisdiction  would  not  be  governed  by  the  ICWA,  consents  would  not 
need  to  be  certified  by  a court,  and  the  placement  preferences  would  not 
apply.  In  sum,  the  ICWA  would  not  apply  at  all  to  an  Indian  adoption 
proceedings  once  a parent  signs  a written  consent  under  state  law. 

I would  urge  you  to  read  this  amendment  and  contact  your  Congressional 


Representative.  The  bill  has  been  referred  to  the  House  Resources 
Committee,  and  it  will  also  likely  be  heard  in  the  Native  American  and 
Insular  Affairs  Sub-Committee. 

As  of  today's  date,  a companion  bill  has  not  been  introduced  in  the  U.S. 
Senate.  For  those  of  you  with  web  access,  info  on  this  bill  is  available 
on  the  on  "THOMAS:  Legislative  Information  on  the  Internet" 
(http://thomas.loc.gov).  Then  go  to  the  bill  search  engine  and  type  in 
H.R.  3156. 

+++++++++++++++++ 

Mark  D.  Fiddler,  Esq. 

Executive  Director 
Indian  Child  Welfare  Law  Center 
1433  East  Franklin  Ave.  18A 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  55404 
tel:  612-879-9165 
fax:  612-879-0323 
icwalaw@maroon .tc . umn . edu 

"RE : Racism  on  Yale  Campus"  

Date:  Tue,  2 Apr  1996  18:23:56  -0500 
From:  marilyn.phelps@yale.edu  (ikwe) 

Sub j : Acts  of  Ignorance  and  Racism  on  Yale  campus 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I wanted  people  in  the  Native  Community  to  know  what  has  happened  at  Yale 
because  the  Lacrosse  team  and  the  POwers  that  Be  are  determined  to  keep 
this  inside  of  Yale  and  un-controversial . Please  write  to  me  personally 
regarding  comments  about  the  incident,  suggestions,  etc,  because  I am  not 
subscribed  to  NatChat.  Thanks  --  Marilyn  Phelps,  Co-Chair  of  the 
Association  of  Native  Americans  at  Yale 

marilyn . phelps@yale . edu 
++++++ 

PLEASE  READ  THIS  VERY  IMPORTANT  NEWS::: 

On  Saturday  night  after  the  dinner,  the  Yale  Women's  Lacrosse 
team  had  its  "Initiation."  Their  "Initiation"  consisted  of  dressing  up 
in  Native  Headdresses,  "War  paint,"  and  imitation  Buckskin  clothing  while 
screaming  and  whooping  down  Lynwood  Street.  This  group  of  20  lacrosse 
players  circled  the  area  and  passed  down  the  street  again.  Each  time 
they  passed,  they  were  begged  to  rethink  their  actions  but  no  woman 
stopped.  One  woman  said  to  her  teammates:  "this  is  wrong,  they're  right, 
this  is  wrong,"  but  kept  walking,  another  woman  of  the  group  wiped  her 
War  paint  off  but  refused  to  leave  the  team  or  disclose  their  identity. 

This  is  especially  despicable  because  it  happened  during  the  week 
of  Action  for  Equality  and  Affirmative  Action.  This  is  a time  for  those 
of  us  who  are  affected  by  and  oppose  racism  to  join  together  in 
solidarity  against  these  acts  of  racism  and  ignorance.  The  Yale  Womens' 
Lacrosse  Team's  Captain  has  refused  to  issue  a public  apology,  stating 
that  this  incident  is  a private  matter.  To  people  of  color,  this  is  not 
a private  matter.  Please  join  us  and  ask  all  your  friends  that  are 
people  of  CONSCIENCE  to  join  us  in  a walk  to  show  our  opposition  to  these 
racist  acts. 

This  Solidarity  Walk  will  be  held  TODAY,  MONDAY,  APRIL  1 at 
10:30pm  (the  same  time  that  the  Women's  Lacrosse  Team  had  their  March). 

We  will  meet  at  the  women's  table  at  10:30pm.  The  walk  should  only  last 
about  20  minutes,  so  we  need  everyone  and  their  friends  to  show  up  at  the 
Women's  Table  and  make  a show  of  our  solidarity. 


Thanks,  Ananda  & Marilyn 


Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews04.015 
From:  gans@netcom.com  (Gary  Night  Owl) 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche<gars@netcom.com> 
Message-ID:  <wotanging-ikche04_015@netcom. com> 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NATCHAT,  MINN-IND,  NATIVE- Lj  AISESNet  & 
NATIVELIT  listservers;  Transcribed  snail  mail;  UUCP  & Genie  email; 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include j in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"There  is  no  'better'  or  'worse'  only  different.  That  difference  has  to 
be  respected  whether  it's  skin  colorj  way  of  lifej  or  ideas.  The  Chumash 
have  a story  about  this.  It  begins  with  a worm  who  is  eaten  by  a bird. 
The  bird  is  eaten  by  a cat  whose  self  satisfaction  is  disrupted  by  a mean 
looking  dog." 

"After  devouring  the  catj  the  dog  is  killed  by  a grizzly  bear  who 
congratulates  himself  for  being  the  strongest  of  all.  About  that  time 
comes  a man  who  kills  the  bear  and  climbs  a mountain  to  proclaim  his 
ultimate  superiority.  He  ran  so  hard  up  the  mountain  that  he  died  at  the 
top.  Before  long  the  worm  crawled  out  ot  his  body." 

Kote  Kotahj  Chumash 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

i ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  | 

[ of  the  Republic  | 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  ConfederacieSj  j 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitutionj  j 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


[ so  that  my  forefathers  j 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

There  continues  to  be  a great  deal  of  discussion  about  blood  quantum, 
status  and  non-status,  mixed-blood  and  full-blood. 

I am  not  going  to  tell  anyone  how  to  believe,  but  I am  going  to  ask 
who  is  served  by  such  divisiveness?  I believe  we  all  know  in  our  hearts 
who  is  served  and  who  is  damaged. 

I will  tell  all  to  consider  what  you  ask  if  you  are  among  those  who 
condemn  others  for  one  of  the  above  reasons,  then  ask  them  to  support 
you  when  you  find  your  rights  abridged.  Someone  you  have  already 
welcomed  into  your  Circle  will  be  far  more  interested  in  helping  protect 
that  same  Circle. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 
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"RE : Running  for  Peace  and  Dignity"  

Date:  Mon,  8 Apr  1996  22:18:42  -0400 

From:  XXXRoberto@aol.com 

Sub j : Running  for  Peace  and  Dignity 

UUCP  email 

LATINO  SPECTRUM  by  Roberto  Rodriguez  & Patrisia  Gonzales 

As  runners  from  throughout  the  Americas  entered  the  holy  city  of 
Teotihuacan  Mexico,  we  stood  at  the  base  of  the  Pyramid  of  the  Sun  and 
exchanged  rings.  And  for  a moment,  our  world  stood  still. 

We  were  there  on  Oct.  11,  1992  to  celebrate  both  our  own  union  as  a 
couple  and  the  500th  anniversary  of  the  last  day  before  Europeans  arrived 
in  the  Americas.  The  runners,  some  of  whom  had  begun  the  "Peace  and 
Dignity"  spiritual  journey  from  South  America,  and  others  in  Alaska,  had 
finally  arrived.  Indian  prophecy  had  been  fulfilled:  the  eagle  and  the 
condor,  the  symbol  of  North  and  South  America,  had  united  in  the  ancient 
MesoAmerican  city. 

The  prayer  run  throughout  the  Americas  was  spiritual,  yet  it  was  also 
political.  The  very  presence  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  indigenous 
peoples  from  throughout  the  Americas,  including  hundreds  of  Chicanos,  made 
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the  event  political.  People  did  not  come  to  speak  of  the  past;  they  came 
to  speak  of  now.  The  gathering  was  not  about  Columbus,  but  about  seeking 
peace  and  dignity  in  lands  that  gave  us  neither.  They  came  to  honor  the 
elders,  the  medicine  people,  the  children  and  the  future  generations  and 
to  share  the  spiritual  ceremonies  of  the  different  peoples. 

Together  we  shared  an  indigenous  consciousness  that  had  been  discouraged 
eve  since  the  building  of  the  first  missions,  ever  since  the  first 
boarding  schools,  where  Indian  children  were  sent  to  be  "Christianized" 
and  "Americanized." 

"In  1992,  we  made  a commitment  to  make  the  run  to  Teotihuacan  every  four 
years,"  says  Gustavo  Gutierrez,  an  elder  from  Mesa,  Ariz.,  and  coordinator 
of  the  Peace  and  Dignity  event.  The  purpose  was  to  help  heal  the  world, 
and  th  world  is  still  in  need  of  healing,  he  says.  Thus,  the  run  will  be 
repeated  this  year. 

As  before,  its  goal  is  to  bring  to  light  the  current  political  plight  of 
the  original  peoples  of  the  Americas.  Since  1992,  in  addition  to  the 
Chiapas  rebellion,  there  have  been  intense  struggles  regarding  Indian 
rights  and  sovereignty  throughout  the  hemisphere,  particularly  in  southern 
Mexico,  Canada,  Guatemala  and  Ecuador. 

In  1992,  the  runners  collected  the  ceremonial  wooden  staffs  of  43  Indian 
nations,  sacred  feathered  walking  sticks  that  represent  authority  and 
symbolically  contain  the  prayers  of  many  peoples.  Alfonso  Perez  carried 
one  of  the  principal  staffs.  He  took  part  in  the  run  through  North 
America  across  the  desert,  sometimes  covering  50  miles  a day.  There,  the 
runners  traversed  sacred  places  of  resistance,  such  as  Wounded  Knee,  South 
Dakota.  In  Minnesota,  a child  runner  was  hit  by  a car;  miraculously 
unscratched,  he  later  continued. 

In  small  Mexican  villages,  the  participants  were  greeted  by  hundreds  of 
children  and  blessed  by  elders.  In  some  places  they  saw  how  the  land  has 
been  desecrated;  they  saw  poisoned,  and  in  some  cases,  dry  rivers.  They 
noticed  that  the  deer  that  had  once  roamed  in  large  numbers  were  now 
scarce. 

A year  later,  on  the  eve  of  the  Chiapas  insurrection,  we  found  ourselves 
in  Temoaya,  Mexico,  at  an  intercontinental  indigenous  spiritual  gathering, 
in  a circle  in  front  of  a great  sacred  fire.  There,  we  saw  many  of  the 
same  runners,  including  Perez,  who  had  been  chosen  as  a caretaker  of  the 
staffs . 

Then,  two  months  later,  he  was  arrested  in  Michoacan,  Mexico,  for  the 
possession  of  peyote,  which  he  was  taking  to  ceremonies  with  the  Huichol 
Indians.  Perez,  who  practices  the  Lakota  spiritual  tradition,  was  accused 
o possessing  and  trafficking  in  drugs  that  are  only  authorized  for 
indigenous  religious  ceremonies. 

The  Mexican  government  ruled  that  the  Mexican-born  Perez,  who  was  a 
resident  of  Laredo,  Texas,  was  not  Indian.  So,  despite  his  racial 
background  and  spiritual  beliefs,  the  government  did  not  consider  him 
indigenous  and  thus,  not  allowed  to  possess  peyote.  Eventually,  the 
government  reversed  its  decision.  However,  it  did  not  release  Perez  until 
last  month,  after  he  had  spent  two  years  behind  bars.  "A  lot  of  things 
contributed  to  his  release,  says  Gutierrez,  "but  it  was  mainly  faith." 

The  irony  of  his  imprisonment  is  that  the  very  thing  he  was  arrested  for 
he  was  allowed  to  do  in  prison--perform  spiritual  healing  ceremonies. 

Dorinda  Moreno,  an  elder  from  northern  California,  who  was  at  Teotihucan 
in  1992  and  who  worked  diligently  for  Perez's  release,  says  that  the 
government's  reversal  of  its  decision  on  his  identity  reaffirms  the  belief 
o most  indigenous  people  that  it  is  people  themselves  who  determine  their 
own  identity,  not  governments. 

Today,  Perez  remains  in  Mexico,  organizing  tributary  Peace  and  Dignity 
runs  that  will  enter  Teotihuacan  on  Oct.  12  this  year.  His  victory  in 
court  has  given  him  high  visibility  at  a time  when  it  is  courageous  to  be 
highly  visible  in  Mexico.  "He  will  put  the  run  on  the  front  pages,"  says 
Moreno. 

When  runners  arrive  in  Teotihucan,  their  prayers  will  be  for  the  future 
generations  and  for  the  healing  of  the  earth's  four  sacred  colors--red, 
black,  yellow  and  white--which  represent  all  the  peoples  of  the  world. 

"So  that  we  all  live  in  harmony,"  says  Gutierrez.  "That's  the  commitment. 


(Copyright  Chronicle  Features,  1996) 

+ Latino  Spectrum  is  a nationally  syndicated  column,  distributed  by  Chronicle 
Features.  Rodriguez/Gonzales  can  be  reached  at  (915)  593-2387,  P.0.  Box 
370394,  El  Paso,  Texas  79937  or  at  XXXROBERTO@AOL.COM  or  PATRISIAX@AOL.COM 
+ For  Information  regarding  the  Peace  and  Dignity  Journeys,  call  602-966-772 
or  602-254-5320 

"RE : Summary:  First  Nations  Court"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Apr  96  13:00:00  UTC  0000 

From:  lross@ccs . carleton . ca 

Sub  j : Summary:  First  Nations  Court 

UUCP  email 

Status:  R 

Night  Owl:  You  requested  some  general  information  on  the  court.  I'll 
give  you  a summary  of  everything  to  date  and  if  you  have  any  questions 
feel  free.  We  are  in  the  last  day  today. 

The  following  information  comes  directly  from  the  package  of  material  I 
was  given  as  a volunteer. 

FIRST  NATIONS  INTERNATIONAL  COURT 

Seven  Indigenous  judges  from  the  four  directions  including  Canada,  USA, 

New  Zealand  and  Australia  will  hear  testimony  on  the  indictments  filed 
against  Canada  September  1995  for  its  violation  of  international  human 
rights,  treaty  and  aboriginal  rights. 

Canada  (Ca)  is  charged  with  unlawfully  interfering  with  the  internal  affairs 
of  sovereign  First  Nations  (FN),  unlawfully  imposing  its  laws  on  FN 
peoples  and  territories,  and  unlawful  seizure  of  FN  lands  and  resources 
and  tax  revenues. 

The  FN  International  Court  of  Justice  is  an  expression  of  our  sovereignty 
and  jurisdiction. 

A second  sitting  in  the  fall  will  allow  the  Canadian  Government  to 
respond  to  the  allegations  and  evidence  which  has  been  brought  to  the 
court  by  the  witnesses. 

The  establishment  of  the  FN  International  Court  of  Justice  is  based  on 
our  right  to  self-determination.  The  sovereignty  of  FN  has  never  been 
surrendered  or  relinquished  to  any  other  nation  or  power.  Treaties  of 
co-existence  with  settler  nations  were  entered  into  protected  the 
sovereignty  of  the  FN. 

Ca,  has  recognized  and  affirmed  these  treaties  in  its  constitution  and 
their  courts  have  confirmed  that  they  are  legally  enforceable. 

The  FN  Court  will  operate  consistent  with  the  traditions  and  cultural 
values  of  the  FN. 

There  are  three  stages  to  this  session: 

1)  Preliminary 

- introduce  the  court,  the  judges  and  other  participants. 

- the  judges  will  be  sworn  in 

- the  prosecutor  will  present  its  case,  supported  by  preliminary  evidence 
that  will  be  presented  by  the  several  witnesses 

- the  judges  will  then  adjourn  the  court  and  call  for  evidence. 

2)  second  stage 

- the  judges  will  receive  evidence  through  written,  oral  and  video-taped 
submissions . 

3)  Full  Flearing 

- Judges  will  hear  arguments  from  both  sides  over  a period  of  4-5  days 
and  present  their  summary  findings. 

-the  final  decisions  and  written  reasons  will  be  released  at  a later  date. 
Seizing  the  Agenda 

What  happened  to  our  nations?  Flow  did  the  relationship  between  FN  and 
the  Crown  become  so  unbalanced  that  we  are  dominated  by  these  governments 
in  our  own  homelands?  External  gov.  have  taken  us  farther  and  farther 


from  our  connection  to  the  land.  The  continuity  of  our  nation  to  nation 
relationship  has  been  severed  by  governments  who  have  attempted  to 
dis-empower  us  by  framing  our  rights  as  subordinate  to  their 
jurisdiction  and  have  attempted  to  domesticate  our  treaties. 

Today  many  of  our  FN  peoples  think  they  can  only  resolve  our  issues 
through  negotiations  with  Ca  consent  or  through  the  Ca  court  system. 
Somewhere  in  Ca,  everyday  the  rights  aboriginal  peoples  are  being 
violated  every  day  and  the  rights  of  FN  gov.,  the  Fn  citizens  are 
being  violated  by  the  imposition  of  Ca.  laws. 

Although  most  of  Nations  have  treaty  relationships  with  the  Crown, 
recognized  in  Ca,  constitution,  enforcement  agencies  continue  their 
assault  on  our  peoples.  As  a consequence  FN  are  being  dragged  into  the  Ca 
court  systems  to  defend  ourselves  for  carrying  on  traditions  which  are 
thousands  of  years  old.  We  have  to  ask  ourselves  and  Ca.  where  did  the 
Crown  get  the  authority  or  right  to  even  include  us  in  section  91(24)  of 
the  BNA  Act? 

Who  are  we? 

Across  the  continent  many  different  nations  exist,  each  has  their  own 
spirituality,  territory,  language  and  culture.  Despite  these  fundamental 
differences  however,  we  share  many  similarities,  particularly  in  terms 
of  how  we  view  our  original  relationship  with  Ca.  For  example, 
when  Euro,  settlers  arrived  on  our  lands,  we  acted  in  accordance  and 
agreed  to  live  with  each  other  in  peace  and  friendship. 

We  acknowledged  each  other  as  sov.  nations  and  many  nations  entered  into 
agreements  or  treaties  with  the  Europeans  in  order  to  establish  and 
define  our  relationship  more  clearly.  It  is  important  to  remember 
however,  that  none  of  our  treaties  stated  that  we  are  relinquishing  or 
diminishing  or  extinguishing  our  inherent  rights  to  govern  ourselves  and 
our  futures. 

Our  original  nation  to  nation  relationships  have  never  been  repealed, 
abandoned  or  forgotten.  All  parties  to  the  treaties,  with  the  Creator  as 
witness,  continue  to  exist. 

The  full  extent  of  the  treaties  continues  to  today.  Any  assertions  by  Ca. 
to  the  court  that  state  otherwise  can  only  be  based  upon  a systemic 
process  of  false  and  racist  assumptions.  We  need  to  remind  ourselves  of 
this  fact  and  state  it  clearly  whenever  Ca  attempts  to  block  FN  in  the 
implementation  of  our  inherent  rights. 

WE  ALREADY  POSSESS  FULL  POWERS  AND  CONTROL  OVER  OURSELVES,  OUR  LANDS  AND 
OUR  RESOURCES  - IT  IS  TIME  THAT  WE  TOOK  ACTION  TO  ENSURE  THAT  THIS 
REALITY  IS  REFLECTED  IN  OUR  COMMUNITIES. 

Political  - Legal  Collusion 

Over  time  FN  have  come  to  learn  that  there  are  weaknesses  in  our 
treaties,  that  there  was  no  process  provided  to  update  or  renew  the 
relationship  in  contemporary  terms.  Instead  Ca  manipulated  their  legal 
system  to  interpret  the  treaty  relationship  to  their  sole  benefit  and  to 
place  in  their  domestic  legislation  such  as  the  Indian  Act.  These 
external  legal  systems  were  used  to  validate  the  theft  of  our  lands  based 
on  case-precedent.  Since  the  earliest  decisions  of  the  British  courts 
dealing  with  our  rights  FN  were  not  present  to  defend  ourselves  or  our 
rights.  In  fact  until  1951,  it  was  illegal  under  Ca  law  for  Indians  to 
hire  lawyers  to  defend  their  land  rights  issues  and  conflicts. 

As  well  at  this  same  early  time  this  system  of  common  law  revived  an 
outdated  concept  which  is  known  as  a "usufructuary"  right  This  concept  is 
a mere  "right  to  take  the  fruit  of  the  land"  but  to  does  not  allow 
ownership  of  the  land.  This  doctrine  has  been  the  basis  of  their  wholesale 
seizure  of  our  lands.  Case  precedent  has  also  condoned  doctrines  of 
discovery,  cession,  and  extinguishment.  The  federal  positions  are  based 
on  these  outdated  and  erroneous  concepts. 

We  must  acknowledge  the  federal  government  has  no  intention  of  honouring 
its  treaty  obligations  or  living  up  to  the  relationship  recognized  by  the 
treaties.  Meanwhile  the  court  system  continues  to  grind  out  decisions 
which  are  still  consistent  with  their  earliest  views. 

Yet,  Ca  has  not  explained  or  justified  their  assertion  of  jurisdiction 
over  us  or  shown  us  how  they  legitimate  title  over  our  lands  and  sov. 
over  our  people.  Our  peoples  know  that  they  can  never  do  this.  We 


continue  to  resist  Ca.  domination  and  interference  over  FN  people  and 
territories . 

Failure  of  the  Court  System: 

The  court  have  continually  and  consistently  denied  our  rights  or 
recognized  them  in  watered  down  version. 

Ca  courts  cannot  by  their  very  nature  ever  begin  to  comprehend  FN 
concepts  of  law  or  justice.  They  are  based  on  their  own  cultures. 


So  far  we  have  heard  the  witnesses  speak  from  the  east  the  south  and  from 
the  west,  we  are  hearing  the  witness  from  the  north  today. 

The  process  was  designed  to  reflect  our  beliefs.  This  resulted  in  four 
witnesses  being  called  to  the  stand  to  speak  from  their  direction  to  the 
court  and  to  respond  to  the  indictment  against  Canada.  I will  give 
relatively  full  notes  on  the  first  witness.  As  I said  I will  have 
transcripts  and  will  make  them  available  ASAP. 

FIRST  WITNESS:  (East)  Oren  Lyons:  Faith  Keeper  Community 

Fie  said  that  the  laws  of  the  longhouse  still  exist  and  are  practised.  Fie 
said  that  there  are  natural  laws  which  are  a collective  history  by  the 
people  and  take  a long  time  to  form.  Fie  says  it  is  the  women's 
responsibility  to  teach  our  histories. 

The  laws  are  natural  and  cannot  be  changed  or  given  away.  The  difference 
between  our  rules  and  the  white  mans'  rules  are  that  they  can  change  their 
laws  or  write  them  for  their  own  benefit,  they  can  even  break  them. 

Ours  are  the  natural  laws,  they  cannot  be 

given  away,  they  cannot  be  broken  and  they  can  not  be  given  up.  It  is 
impossible  that  we  could  have  given  up  our  law  as  it  comes  from  the 
Creator. 

Fundamental  Principles  inform  our  law,  that  is  respect. 

This  has  been  the  underlying  principle  on  which  our  (the  east)  laws  have 
been  formed. 

The  words  before  all  words  were  of  thanksgiving  to  mother  earth  for  her 
medicines.  We  must  respect  the  water,  and  everything  in  the  water. 

We  must  respect  the  birds,  and  all  things  that  fly. 

We  must  respect  the  Thundering  Voices  of  the  Grandfathers  for  bringing 
the  rain.  We  must  respect  our  Brother  the  Sun  for  his  light  and  for 
bringing  forth  the  seeds.  Seeds  are  our  law. 

Stars  are  important,  as  we  all  know  the  importance  of  dew. 

The  spiritual  voices  of  the  indigenous  peoples  all  around  the  earth  have 
common  values,  they  also  have  the  same  problems. 

Democracy,  freedom  and  jurisdiction,  had  been  given  by  the  Creator.  These 
laws  come  from  the  ultimate  jurisdiction.  (There  was  a question  from  the 
panel  of  judges  here  about  what  jurisdiction  their  laws  had) 

In  Canada  it  has  been  parted  with  jurisdiction  continually,  ie.  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada  and  on  and  on... 

Says  the  old  way  is  really  the  only  way. 

Creator  gave  aboriginal  people  the  right  of  existence.  That  we  can  exist 
in  which  ever  way  we  like,  their  is  ultimate  jurisdiction. 

The  second  great  law,  is  based  on  consent.  The  whole  process  is  based  on 
concenus  and  consent  of  the  people.  Empowerment,  comes  from  consensus. 

All  indigenous  peoples  around  the  world  operate  from  a process  of  consensus. 
This  common  to  all  indigenous  people,  each  has  their  own  process  but  it 
is  fundamentally  democratic. 

We  have  the  great  ceremonies  to  celebrate,  these  are  specific  to 
location,  these  were  always  inclusive  and  included  all  people.  This 
continued  past  the  arrival  of  Colombus. 

This  is  very  different  than  the  European  ways  where  only  one  person  was 
free,  the  king. 

When  the  Catholic  priests  came  they  called  us  heathens.  The  International 
laws  that  were  developed  decided  that  since  we  were  without  their 
religion  and  because  we  were  free  we  were  without  laws.  They  decided 
then  that  the  land  was  vacant.  Terra  Nullus  and  this  gave  them  the  right 
to  take  our  lands. 

The  decree  of  Terra  Nullus  was  given  by  the  Church. 

In  1763  the  Royal  Proclamation  gave  aboriginal  people  some  recognition. 


1784  and  1789  the  treaties  written  in  the  states  were  recognized. 

This  treaty  was  the  Two  Row  Wampum,  the  grandfather  of  all  treaties.  The 
problem  is  that  the  treat  was  understood  differently  by  both  people. 

There  are  three  beads  between  the  boats  representing  people  from  each 

nation,  these  three  beads  separate  the  nations.  They  (Europeans)  were  to  gov.  their 

people  in  their  boat  and  vice  versa. 

There  was  weak  interest  in  maintaining  the  laws. 

Elders  warned  that  there  are  four  things  that  can  destroy  the  people, 
strong  drink,  the  bible,  fiddle  and  gambling. 

The  laws  of  the  white  people  proceeded  to  disengage  the  people  from  their 
land.  This  a violation  of  the  Two  Row  Wampum. 

Teachings  taught  that  the  people  must  be  together  fro  strength.  If  you 
hold  up  a stick  it  can  be  snapped  but  if  you  hold  up  several  together  you 
cannot  break  it.  Strength  is  in  unity.  We  have  other  responsibilities  to 
took  out  after.  When  we  speak  about  what  is  right  we  are  not  speaking 
from  an  interest  in  what  we  might  gain  but  we  speak  fro  seven  generations. 

The  real  laws  were  always  relegated  to  the  cultural  perspective  of  seven 
generations.  This  is  not  a phrase  and  requires  compassion. 

Group  rights  are  indigenous,  and  require  that  the  group  thinks  as  a 
group,  while  non-native  people  thin  of  human  or  their  own  rights  as 
individuals . 

Short  Questions  and  Answers: 

Did  aboriginal  people  have  authority  to  write  treaties? 

Aboriginal  people  had  the  right  to  make 
treaties  with  whom  ever  they  wished. 

Was  it  possible  to  give  away,  or  change  the  laws? 

There  was  a process  which  was  ingrained.  It  was  not 
written  down  as  it  was  different  for  each  matter. 

For  instance,  there  was  no  law  about  not  stealing. 

It  was  known,  yet  if  someone  stole  food  when 
they  were  hungry  then  that  was  alright. 

People's  word,  were  their  law. 

Do  the  laws  still  exist? 

Yes,  and  when  the  elders  were  asked  how  this  has  been  so 
with  the  Euro.  gov.  they  said  it  is  because  we 
have  good  leaders. 

Once  a decision  is  made  by  this  court  can  the  Haudenosaunee  (sp)  (H) 
ratify  it? 

The  procedure  would  be  to  bring  to  the  council. 

The  nations  clans  would  discuss  it  then  if  it  was 
acceptable  then  it  would  passed  to  the  second  branch 
If  it  was  big  problem  it  would  have  to  be  ratified  by 
the  people. 

How  are  chiefs  appointed? 

The  women  choose.  It  is  a matrilineal  (SP)  society. 

How  have  you  been  Affected  by  the  DIAND? 

They  imposed  and  elective  system  of  government  which 
is  a direct  violation  of  our  treaty. 

What  are  your  territorial  boundaries? 

We  respect  the  contemporary  boundaries. 

Who's  laws  exist  on  territories? 

We  respect  the  laws  of  the  territory? 

Does  any  other  law  apply? 

Not  under  (H)  law. 

What  do  you  think  about  treaty  making  authority? 

This  is  the  law  of  the  colonizer.  Sovereignty  (sov.)  was 
only  recognized  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  away. 

What  is  your  opinion  of  sov.? 

First  Nations  (FN)  would  never  and  could  not  give  up  sov. 

Sov.  not  compromised  at  all. 

How  does  your  law  continue? 

Within  the  (H)  creation  stories  is  the  continuance  of  our  laws. 

We  hold  our  ceremonies,  we  maintain  our  values.  Respect  sharing 
honesty. 

Have  you  noticed  other  peoples  continuing  there  practices? 


Yes.  I have  always  admired  the  Pueblos'  for  the  continuing 
farming  practises  and  how  much  is  still  there. 

You  say  an  example  of  law  is  respect,  how  has  this  law  been  abrogated  by 
the  European's. 

That's  easy,  the  boarding  schools  are  one  example. 

We  were  stopped  from  speaking  our  languages. 

The  Euro  impact  on  Aboriginal  people  has  been  a weakening  what  is  an  example 
The  impact  of  technology,  video's,  radio,  etc... 

Is  there  anything  in  the  teachings  that  says  that  extinguishment  of  right 
could  occur? 

Cannot  change  the  principles  or  the  laws. 

Do  you  have  jurisdiction? 

I give  and  example  that  our  jurisdiction  was  recognized. 

Red  Cloud  demanded  that  every  fort  be  burned  before  he  would 
discuss  treaty.  They  were  burned. 

Can  you  give  an  example  of  the  gov.,  denying  the  treaties. 

There  is  fraud  where  the  treaties  are  concerned  and 
the  true  meanings  that  is  why  this  court  is  needed. 


The  witnesses  from  all  four  directions  spoke  of  the  problems  which  have 
occurred.  The  south  spoke  of  the  atrocities  which  are  occurring  today  in 
Mexico,  the  west  where  no  treaties  exist  talked  of  the  wholesale  rape  of 
the  lands,  the  North  talked  of  the  plundering  and  poisoning  of  the  lands 
when  mining  operations  rip  the  earth  apart. 


Ward  Churchill  took  the  stand  and  showed  the  impact  of  alienation  from 
the  lands  he  talked  of  the  genocide  the  fact  that  human  loss  of 
aboriginal  people  by  the  Europeans  is  ten  times  more  devastating  then  the 
holocaust.  Our  numbers  have  been  decimated  to  extents  farther  and  more 
serious  then  any  other  people  in  world  history. 


ikkinaa'  pssi 
LM 
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Sub j : Rough  Surface's  family  at  the  University... 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml.spcs.umn.edu> 

It  wasn't  the  labored  conscience  of  lames  E.  Stroh  that  brought  South 
Dakota  investigators  to  Eagle  River,  Wisconsin,  to  hear  his  confession. 

They  came  to  the  crass  little  town,  where  during  the  height  of  the 
tourist  season,  the  children  from  Minneapolis  and  Chicago  come  to  buy 
plastic  tomahawks,  feather  headdresses  and  Indian  dolls  in  plastic 
papooses  from  the  stores  that  line  the  main  street,  because  after  Stroh 's 
marriage  got  messy,  his  divorce  got  worse.  During  one  of  his  fights  with 
his  wife,  Stroh 's  mother-in-law  decided  she  could  no  longer  stand  to  keep 
the  dark  secret  that  he  is  a rapist  and  accomplice  to  murder.  She  called 
the  police  and  set  in  motion  the  events  that  revived  a long-dead  murder 
case. 

After  his  secret  became  known  to  authorities,  Stroh  confessed  that  15 
years  ago  he  raped  and  helped  Nicholas  A.  Scherr  murder  Candace  Rough 
Surface,  a young  Lakota  woman  from  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation.  In 
exchange  for  Stroh 's  further  cooperation  and  testimony  against  Scherr,  the 
South  Dakota  authorities  dropped  the  rape  charges  and  plan  to  ask  for  a 
conviction  of  manslaughter.  As  it  now  stands  the  30-year-old  Stroh  faces 
no  more  than  25  years  in  prison.  Scherr  continues  to  insist  on  his 
innocence  and  is  not  taking  questions  from  reporters.  If  convicted  on  all 
counts,  he  could  face  life  in  prison  or  the  death  penalty.  The  first  day 
of  court  in  the  15-year-old  murder  case  is  scheduled  for  May  6 in  Selby, 
South  Dakota. 

The  family  and  friends  of  Candace  Rough  Surface  are  not  idly  waiting  for 


the  trial  to  begin.  Instead,  Candace's  71-year-old  mother  Alberta  and  many 
of  her  cousins  are  actively  pursuing  justice  for  the  slain  woman.  On 
Monday,  the  family  brought  their  story  to  the  Minnesota  Women's  Center  on 
the  University  of  Minnesota's  East  Bank  campus.  For  them,  justice  will  not 
begin  for  the  Lakota  people  of  South  Dakota  unless  both  men  are  sent  to 
prison  for  life. 

Faith  Iron  Cloud,  a niece  to  Alberta  and  co-organizer  of  the  lustice  for 
Candi  committee,  said  to  this  day  the  South  Dakota  authorities  don't  take 
the  murder  seriously.  She  said  her  family  had  to  learn  of  Stroh's 
confession  and  the  indictments  against  Scherr  from  the  newspaper  and  not 
the  investigators,  as  they  would  have  preferred. 

"It  just  floored  the  entire  family,"  Iron  Cloud  said.  "In  the  State  of 
South  Dakota,  Indian  people  don't  get  fair  and  equal  justice.  That's  why 
were  going  from  town  to  town,  state  to  state  to  draw  awareness  to  the  fact 
that  we've  lost  one  of  our  own  and  all  we  want  is  . . . justice." 

Candi 's  mother  Alberta  Rough  Surface  has  chosen  not  to  attend  the  trial, 
because  she  doesn't  want  to  again  hear  the  gruesome  details  of  her 
daughter's  murder.  But  she  did  attended  a ceremonial  ride  last  Dec.  15, 
timed  to  mark  the  anniversary  of  the  death  of  Sitting  Bull,  another  Lakota 
buried  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

Iron  Cloud  said  the  ride  was  timed  to  coincide  with  the  holy  man's  death 
because  he  is  a victim  whose  murderers  never  met  justice  for  his  death. 
Alberta  will  also  ride  again  in  May  to  the  courthouse,  along  with  members 
of  many  other  Indian  nations  and  the  governor  of  Nebraska,  who  according 
to  Iron  Cloud  asked  that  a horse  be  found  for  him  to  ride  in  the 
procession.  They  plan  to  hold  ceremonies  near  the  courthouse. 

Committee  members  say  they  have  commitments  from  the  Oglala  Sioux  tribe, 
the  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  tribe,  the  Crow  Creek  Sioux  tribe.  Lower  Brule, 
the  three  affiliated  Tribes  of  Fort  Berthold,  Bellcourt  Chippewa,  and  Fort 
Totten  Sioux  tribe  to  attend  an  encampment,  scheduled  to  begin  on  May  3 on 
Standing  Rock.  Organizers  plan  to  move  the  camp  off  the  reservation  on  May 
6 so  that  the  trial  can  be  more  closely  monitored. 

According  to  Stroh's  version  of  events,  Candi  Rough  Surface  left  a party, 
which  was  in  the  trailer  home  of  ranch  hand  Steve  Sheldon,  with  he  and 
Scherr  in  a pick-up  truck.  Stroh  said  that  Rough  Surface  began  threatening 
Scherr  and  hitting  Stroh.  Fie  said  Scherr  drove  into  a nearby  pasture  and 
stopped  the  truck.  Then,  Stroh  said,  Scherr  dragged  her  outside  and  began 
beating  her.  Stroh  said  he  an  Scherr  both  raped  Candace  before  they  shot 
her  repeatedly  with  a small-caliber  weapon.  Then  to  prevent  blood  evidence 
from  getting  on  the  truck,  Stroh  said  they  chained  Rough  Surface  behind  it 
and  dragged  her  through  a farm  field  to  the  Missouri  River,  where  they 
dumped  her  body  in  shallow  water  on  the  east  bank. 

Iron  Cloud  said  of  the  field  where  Candi  was  killed:  "It's  a lonely, 
lonely  desolate  place  north  of  Mobridge  on  a hilltop  overlooking  the 
Missouri  River." 

Nearly  ten  months  later,  the  same  ranch  hand  who  hosted  the  party  where 
Candace  was  last  seen  discovered  her  decomposing  remains  and  alerted  the 
police.  After  that.  Iron  Cloud  maintains  that  Walworth  County  authorities 
bungled  the  investigation  because  they  weren't  motivated  to  solve  the 
murder. 

And  Walworth  County  Sheriff  lames  Spiry  has  admitted  Scherr 's  name  came 
up  early  in  investigation  because  he  was  at  Sheldon's  party.  But  the 
sheriff  said  they  never  followed  up  on  Scherr  after  they  got  sidetracked 
by  a rumor  that  Mike  Left  Fland,  a Lakota  man,  may  have  killed  Rough 
Surface. 

"We  don't  think  this  investigation  would  have  been  let  go  had  it  been  a 
white  person  killed  and  brutalized  in  this  way,"  Iron  Cloud  said.  "Sheriff 
Spivey  was  friendly  enough,  but  to  him  it  was  no  big  deal.  It  was  just 
another  Indian.  It  was  like  he  was  talking  about  something  other  than  a 
human  being  that  had  been  killed  there." 

So  beginning  on  May  6,  the  fate  of  the  two  accused  men  and  Candi 's 
family  will  rest  in  the  hands  of  what  will  likely  be  an  all-white  jury, 
drawn  from  drivers  licensed  in  Walworth  County.  And  Iron  Cloud  hopes  to 
have  the  eyes  of  America  focused  on  the  courthouse  in  Selby  South  Dakota. 
"We're  calling  on  the  highest  power  available  to  mankind,  and  that's  our 


creator,  to  gain  us  our  justice,"  she  said. 

"She  died  like  an  animal.  And  we're  not  going  to  stand  for  this  second- 
class  treatment  any  longer.  By  bringing  people  to  our  encampment  to  pray 
with  us  and  socialize  with  us  and  sing  with  us  and  eat  with  us  and  come 
with  us  to  that  trial  hopefully  by  the  hundreds  we  feel  Candi  will  get  her 
justice.  And  with  that  will  start  justice  for  all  Lakota  people  in  South 
Dakota . " 

-Aaron  Osterby  is  mostly  of  Finnish  heritage  and  lived  for  several  years  in 
both  North  and  South  Dakota. 

Donations  to  the  Dustice  for  Candi  Committee  can  be  sent  to  Germaine  Demery, 
Box  164  McLaughlin  SD,  57642 

The  family  will  be  in  town  until  at  least  the  22nd.  They  will  be  speaking: 
(forgive  the  shorthand) 

4-10  4:30  Weyerhauser  Chp.  Mac. 

4-12  Noon,  U of  M St.P  StCent. 

4-14  6-10  p.m.  New  Riverside  Cafe 

4-22  7 p.m.  Day  of  Remembrance  call  331-3552  or  5-6512  FMI . 317  17th  Ave.  SE. 

If  this  is  worthy,  please  circulate  it  freely. . . Aaron  Osterby,  PioneerPlanet 
Weekend  Editor  --  the  Online  service  of  the  Pioneer  Press 
osterby@pioneerplanet.infi.net  --  http://www.pioneerplanet.com 
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Sub j : Sacred  Fire  Challenged 

Genie  email 

O'siyo  Night  Owl 

We  hold  Inipi  Ceremony  on  private  property  every  month  on  the  full  moon  and 
today  we  held  one.  During  the  ceremony  it  was  interrupted  by  a neighbor  who 
was  supposedly  concerned  because  of  the  Sacred  Fire.  We  assured  this 
neighbor  that  there  was  no  problem  and  he  left.  After  leaving  he  called  the 
police  department  and  they  came  to  investigate  the  matter.  We  were  told  at 
that  time  that  we  could  not  have  a Sacred  Fire  without  a fire  permit.  We 
were  told  in  November  of  last  year,  by  the  Fire  Chief  that  the  rules  for 
fire  permits  are  very  strict.  These  are  a few. 

1)  No  one  shall  have  a fire  without  a permit  granted  by  the  fire  chief  on 
the  day  of  the  fire. 

2)  The  fire  chief  can  and  will  refuse  or  revoke  a fire  permit  if  he  feels 
the  conditions  are  not  adequate. 

3)  No  one,  even  with  a permit,  may  have  a fire  before  5:00  pm. 

4)  There  may  be  times  when  no  fire  permits  will  be  granted  for  long  periods. 
I have  serious  concerns  with  these  rules.  In  No.  1 it  is  not  always 

possible  for  us  to  contact  a person  from  the  fire  department  on  the  day  we 
intend  to  have  a ceremony.  There  have  been  times  we  began  as  early  as  5:00 
am.  It  is  our  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  the  95th  Congress  that  no  one  has 
the  legal  right  to  refuse  or  revoke  our  right  to  practice  our  religion 
anywhere  and  at  anytime  without  interference  or  intrusion.  In  rule  no.  3 my 
concern  is  as  I stated  before,  most  of  our  ceremonies  are  run  through  the 
day,  not  at  night. 

These  ceremonies  have  been  in  effect  for  over  20,000  years  and  we  at  the 
Bear  Council  do  not  intend  to  change  the  way  they  are  done  at  this  time.  We 
have  had  these  problems  for  many  years  and  do  not  intend  to  continue  having 
them  and  we  will  not  change  the  way  ceremonies  are  kept  because  they  do  not 
conform  with  the  fire  codes  of  my  town. 

We  need  letters  written  defending  our  right  to  hold  ceremonies  and  letting 
the  powers  that  be  know  that  we  will  continue  to  do  so.  We  have  agreed  that 
we  would  sign  a written  document  stating  our  commitment  to  maintaining 
safety  precautions  if  this  would  appease  the  fire  chief.  They  are  not 


willing  to  do  this. 

We  were  warned  today  by  the  police  department  "not  to  get  caught  doing  this 
again"  and  they  were  told  we  would  not  stop. 

We  would  like  to  find  a peaceful  resolution  to  this  fragile  situation  as  we 
will  not  tolerate  ceremonies  being  disrupted  or  interrupted  again.  This 
commitment  made  by  us  could  lead  to  some  of  us  being  hurt,  I am  sure  you 
remember  what  we  went  through  at  Hawkfeather  and  people  shooting  at  us 
during  the  Inipi  ceremony  at  the  Fall  gathering  and  we  would  like  to  avoid  a 
similar  situation.  Anyone  willing  to  help,  please  send  your  concerns  to 

Van  Macleod 

Commissioner  for  Dept  of  Cultural  Affairs 
State  Library 
20  Park  Street 
Concord,  N.H.  03301 

Chief  Whittle 

Hinsdale  Police  Department 
Hinsdale,  N.H.  03451 

Thank  you  for  any  help  you  can  give  us  at  this  time. 

Walks  Softly 

"RE : Wal-Mart  & Native  Nations"  

Date:  Sat,  6 Apr  1996  07:48:34  -0500 

From:  DEANDFS@aol.com 

Sub j : Wal-Mart  & Native  Nations 

UUCP  email 

To  Whomever  is  Concerned: 

The  Wal-Mart  Stores,  for  all  of  their  advertising  of  the  family-oriented 
stores  as  being  so  pro-American,  have  decided  to  build  on  Native  American 
burial  grounds  in  Cherokee  County,  Georgia!  Please,  for  not  only  those  of  us 
with  Cherokee  blood,  but  for  any  of  us  who  know  and  understand  the  injustices 
that  have  been  done  to  ALL  of  the  Native  American  nations  for  over  five 
hundred  years,  help  us  with  this  campaign.  You  can  write  to  Carl  Crowe  (of 
Wal-Mart' s)  at  701  South  Walton  Boulevard,  Bentonville,  Arkansas  72716,  or 
call  him  at  (701)  273-4000  and  ask  for  "Construction".  Let  him  know  that  such 
desecration  of  our  ancestors  has  gone  on  for  FAR  TOO  LONG  and  WILL  NOT  BE 
TOLERATED!  (And,  for  complete  irony  --  "Crowe"  is  an  Indian  name!) 

If  you  don't  care  or  can't  afford  the  phone  call  or  postage,  PLEASE  PASS 
THIS  ON.  If  you  care  and  want  to  help,  please  make  copies  and  send  them  to 
your  family  and  friends. 

Thank  you  very  much  and  take  care! 

Charlotte  Colley, 

5898  Tiffany  Place, 

West  Palm  Beach,  Florida  33417. 

"RE;  Ohio  Inmate  Crisis"  

Date:  Feb  17,  1996 

From:  Gentle  Winds,  Hokshichankiya  Farm 
Sub j : Ohio  Inmate  Crisis 

Transcribed  snail  mail 

The  state  of  Ohio  has  deemed  it  necessary  for  inmates  to  prove  their  racial 
heritage  to  worship  God! 

Those  who  desire  to  follow  the  Good  Red  Road,  the  Native  American  spiritual 
path,  must  present  proof  of  their  Indian  ancestry.  There  are  many  of  us  of 
mixed  blood  who  wish  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  our  ancestors.  The  prison 


system  in  the  State  of  Ohio  requires  a birth  certificate  stating  that  your 
race  is  Indian,  a B.I.A.  card  or  a tribal  membership  card  which  includes 
picture  ID,  roll  number,  tribe,  clan,  name,  and  appropriate  signatures.  Many 
of  our  people  have  none  of  the  above,  and  are  therefore  denied  their  first 
amendment  rights  to  the  Freedom  of  Religion. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  set  forth  certain  inexorable  rights: 
the  right  to  life  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  --  Freedom  of  speech, 
press,  assembly  and  freedom  of  Religion.  How  many  people  have  died  over  the 
last  200  years  to  see  that  this  Constitution  remains  valid? 

And  the  State  of  Ohio  has  the  authority  to  override  this?  Granted, 
if  our  brothers  and  sisters  are  doing  time  in  the  Iron  houses,  there  was 
some  crime  committed.  But  it  is  REHABILITATION  and  corrections.  How 
can  they  ever  hope  to  rehabilitate  anyone  if  they  refuse  to  let  them  pray. 

You  don't  have  to  have  a card  or  a picture  ID  to  be  a Catholic,  Methodist, 
Baptist  or  even  a Muslim.  You  don't  have  to  have  a card  to  prove  you  are 
Italian  or  Irish.  Why  are  our  people  any  different?  My  brothers  and  sisters 
are  denied  their  sage,  their  sweetgrass,  their  pipes,  their  medicine  bags; 
and,  yes,  even  their  hair. 

Please  help  put  a stop  to  this  Religious  oppression.  Write  to  your 
congressman,  your  senator,  write  to  the  President  of  the  United  States! 

Make  our  voices  heard!  We  are  no  less  human  because  we  pray  in  a different 
manner. 

I am  quite  sure  that  Ohio  is  not  the  only  state  guilty  of  the  atrocities. 

It  is  simply  one  we  are  aware  of. 

May  you  always  walk  in  Peace  and  Beauty!  Gentle  Winds 

"RE : Saving  Our  Tongues"  

Date:  Fri,  5 Apr  1996  16:22:34  -0700 
From:  Lu  Ella  Terry  <snowy@selway.umt.edu> 

Sub j : Saving  Our  Tongues 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 

[Copyright  1996:  The  University  of  Montana-Missoula,  Montanan  Magazine 
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Culture 

Saving  Our  Tongues 
Preserving  Indian  Languages 
by  Peter  Stark 

Tony  Mattina  wishes  we'd  pay  as  much  attention  to  saving  Native  American 
languages  as  we  do  to  preserving  plant  and  animal  species  like  the 
spotted  owl.  "These  languages  deserve  special  attention,"  he  said.  "They 
were  here  long  before  Europeans.  They  are  the  native  languages,  period. 

We  should  preserve  them  as  special  treasures.  Once  a language  is  extinct, 
it's  just  words  on  paper,  just  like  a stuffed  animal  in  a museum." 

Mattina,  a native  of  Italy  and  linguistics  professor  at  The  University 
of  Montana-Missoula,  brings  this  passion  to  his  work  to  preserve 
Okanagan.  Stephen  Greymorning  and  Victor  Montejo,  two  UM  assistant 
professors  of  anthropology  and  Native  American  studies,  likewise  work  to 
preserve  the  Arapaho  and  Mayan  languages.  Their  efforts  are  part  of  a 
growing  awareness  of  the  cultural  value  of  American  Indian  languages  and 
the  growing  fear  that,  unless  they  are  taught  to  younger  generations, 
many  of  these  languages  will  soon  die. 

"Language  and  culture  cannot  be  separated,"  says  Montejo,  a Mayan  Indian 
from  Guatemala.  "If  the  culture  is  not  expressed  through  the  language, 
then  the  culture  ceases  to  exist." 

Many  of  the  strategies  for  reviving  American  Indian  languages  center  on 
teaching  it  to  schoolchildren,  but  it's  here  also  that  some  of  the 
biggest  obstacles  lie.  "The  explanation  given  by  school  officials  for  not 


letting  the  language  in  the  classroom  is  that  there  are  not  written 
materials,  there  are  no  certified  teachers,"  Mattina  says. 

Mattina  has  addressed  those  issues  in  his  work  with  Okanagan.  Mattina 
came  to  the  language  circuitously.  He  discovered  a love  for  linguistics 
at  Drury  College.  Later,  influenced  by  M.  Dale  Kinkade,  his  mentor  at  the 
University  of  Kansas  graduate  school  and  a scholar  of  the  Salish  family 
of  languages  of  the  Northwest,  Mattina  began  studying  Okanagan.  One  of 
the  twenty-two  Salish  languages,  it  is  now  spoken  by  less  than  half  the 
10,000  Okanagan  people,  whose  traditional  lands  include  the  area  north 
of  Spokane  and  part  of  southern  British  Columbia. 

Mattina  has  written  numerous  scholarly  articles  about  Okanagan,  but  in 
recent  years  he  has  shifted  his  focus  to  ensure  that  the  language  doesn't 
die.  "Instead  of  sticking  with  linguistics  for  linguists,  I reached  less 
for  the  scholarly  and  more  towards  the  lay  person,  to  get  these  materials 
out,"  he  says. 

Working  with  the  En'owkin  Centre  in  Penticton,  B.C.,  he  trained  teachers 
in  the  language  and  developed  grammar  primers,  coloring  books,  videos  and 
other  teaching  aids.  But  Mattina  admits  progress  has  been  very  slow 
because  it  is  difficult  to  teach  using  written  materials  when  the  entire 
Okanagan  tradition  is  an  oral  one. 

"The  best  way  to  learn  it  is  to  speak  it,  be  immersed  in  it,  but  that's 
difficult,"  he  says. 

In  response,  he  has  designed  interactive  computer  games  and  lessons  to 
introduce  schoolchildren  to  Okanagan.  On  his  computer  screen,  Mattina 
clicks  his  mouse  on  a program  that  teaches  children  what  to  call  their 
various  relatives  in  Okanagan.  There  are  more  than  fifty  basic  words  for 
kin.  Stick  figures  and  a kinship  diagram  of  a family  flash  up  and  a 
woman's  voice  on  a small  speaker  beside  the  computer  explains  in 
Okanagan : 

"This  is  my  (paternal  uncle)." 

"I  am  his  niece." 

"He  is  my  father's  brother  (or  cousin)." 

Another  game  throws  colored  pictures  of  wild  animals  on  the  screen  and 
the  student  must  match  the  correct  Okanagan  word  to  the  picture. 

Such  as:  bald  eagle,  grizzly,  lynx.  (Note:  The  Okanagan  words  are 
displayed  in  the  International  Phonetic  Association  alphabet  in  the 
printed  version  of  this  published  article.) 

Though  they  may  look  like  alphabet  soup  to  the  unaccustomed  eye,  the 
letters  belong  to  the  International  Phonetic  Association  alphabet,  which 
is  used  to  commit  to  writing  many  languages  that  have  no  alphabet  of 
their  own.  According  to  Mattina,  the  IPA  alphabet  is  a more  logical 
system  of  representation  than  English  orthography.  The  IPA  alphabet 
assigns  only  one  symbol  to  describe  one  particular  sound,  where  English 
often  assigns  many  letter  combinations.  Thus,  for  the  sound  "sh"  in 
English,  we  use  martian,  pension,  patrician,  sugar,  mission,  chevy, 
fascism  and  shoe,  while  the  IPA  alphabet,  or  Okanagan,  uses  only  one 
letter  symbol  (an  "s"  with  a curved  line  over  it). 

Mattina,  who  has  compiled  a dictionary  of  Okanagan,  says  the  work  of 

committing  an  oral  language  to  a written  one  is  no  great  linguistic 

trick.  The  more  difficult  problem  is  to  convince  people  to  learn  the 
language  and  to  speak  it,  to  keep  it  alive,  to  prevent  it  from  becoming, 
as  he  puts  it,  simply  "words  on  a page." 

"What  I'd  really  like  to  see  is  the  elders  paid  for  their  knowledge  so 
they'd  be  invited  to  the  centers  to  talk  to  the  kids,"  Mattina  says  when 

asked  what  more  needs  to  be  done.  "Until  now  they've  been  shy,  partly 

because  many  don't  have  a formal  education.  I'd  like  to  see  the  elders 
rewarded  for  knowing  their  language,  just  the  opposite  of  the  way  it  used 
to  be,  when  they  were  punished  for  using  it." 

"People  have  no  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  loss  of  these  languages," 
says  Stephen  Greymorning,  a Southern  Arapaho.  "It's  like  a beast  that 
can't  be  stopped.  A global  culture  is  emerging  that  grabs  at  youth  and 
aligns  them  to  it.  It's  beamed  in  on  satellite  dishes,  on  the  Internet, 
on  television,  and  distracts  from  the  native  language  of  the  home." 

Greymorning  mentions  the  example  of  the  Navajo,  where  the  children  know 


their  native  language,  yet  when  the  adults  address  them  in  it,  they  often 
respond  in  English. 

Greymorning  took  yet  another  approach  to  bring  American  Indian  language 
to  children.  Inspired  by  his  young  daughter's  attraction  to  Disney  films, 
he  assembled  a team  to  translate  the  classic  animated  film,  "Bambi",  into 
Arapaho.  He  recruited  and  coached  residents  of  Wyoming's  Wind  River 
Reservation  to  speak  the  parts,  convinced  the  Walt  Disney  Company  to 
produce  the  translation  as  a home  video  and  distributed  2,000  cassettes 
to  the  Arapaho  Nation.  He  is  currently  working  on  translations  of  the 
animated  films  "The  Little  Fox"  and  "Willie  the  Sparrow". 

"If  you  want  the  language  to  survive,  it  has  to  be  everywhere  that 
English  is,"  he  says.  "It  has  to  infiltrate  every  medium  --  music,  books, 
television,  even  the  street  signs  on  the  reservation.  Every  time  they 
turn  around,  the  kids  should  bump  into  the  language.  That  was  part  of  the 
strategy  behind  these  videos." 

Greymorning  cites  the  success  the  Hawaiians  have  had  since  the  mid-1980s 
in  reviving  their  language  through  "immersion  schools"  based  on  those 
developed  by  the  Maori  in  New  Zealand.  Young  children  who  speak  English 
at  home  begin  preschool  in  which  only  Hawaiian  is  spoken.  The  immersion 
schools  continue  throughout  kindergarten . Students  begin  to  learn  English 
reading  and  writing  in  the  fifth  grade,  but  teachers  still  use  the 
Hawaiian  language  as  the  medium  of  instruction.  The  earliest  group  of 
students  bilingual  in  Hawaiian  and  English  is  now  in  about  the  10th 
grade.  Greymorning  says,  and  the  Hawaiians  now  plan  to  build  an  immersion 
college. 

"Anything  short  of  immersion,  and  the  children  will  revert  back  to 
English,"  says  Greymorning,  who  has  started  preschool  and  kindergarten 
classes  in  Arapaho  on  the  Wind  River  Reservation.  "The  Hawaiians  have 
taken  their  language,  and  put  it  everywhere." 

Another  success  story  has  been  the  sudden  and  surprising  revival  of  the 
Mayan  languages  in  recent  years,  after  centuries  of  suppression  by 
Guatemala's  ruling  class  of  Spanish  descent.  Traditionally,  Mayans 
recorded  their  history  and  legends  in  books  and  stone  carvings  using  an 
elaborate  system  of  hieroglyphics.  In  the  wake  of  the  Spanish  Conquest 
of  the  early  1500s,  Diego  de  Landa,  the  bishop  of  Yucatan,  ordered  the 
library  of  Mayan  books  burned  because  he  believed  it  "contained  the  works 
of  the  Devil,"  Montejo  says.  The  written  Mayan  language  essentially 
disappeared,  although  the  Mayan  Indians  who  make  up  the  majority  of  the 
Guatemalan  population  continued  to  use  the  twenty-one  spoken  languages. 

In  the  1980s,  the  Mayan  people  themselves  came  under  violent  attack  by 
a Guatemalan  government  and  army  intent  on  rooting  out  what  it  believed 
were  guerrillas  and  communists  in  the  upland  villages.  The  soldiers 
destroyed  communities  and  killed  thousands  of  people,  Montejo  says. 

At  the  same  time,  Mayan  intellectuals  established  the  Academy  for  Mayan 
Languages,  which  has  taught  schoolchildren  to  write  in  their  native 
tongues  and  has  standardized  the  written  versions  of  the  Mayan  languages. 
It  has  been  cited  by  the  United  Nations  as  a model  for  indigenous  groups 
whose  languages  are  threatened. 

"When  you're  under  great  stress,  you  go  back  to  your  roots  to  make  your 
life  more  meaningful  within  the  context  of  your  culture,"  says  Montejo, 
drawing  a parallel  to  the  Ghost  Dance  revival  of  North  American  Indian 
culture  on  the  Great  Plains  during  the  late  19th  century.  "There  was 
terrible  violence,  and  everybody  responded  by  working  to  ensure  the 
survival  of  the  Mayan  culture." 

Montejo  witnessed  that  violence  firsthand  when  in  1982  soldiers  took  him 
at  gunpoint  from  the  classroom  where  he  was  teaching.  After  torturing  him 
for  a night,  they  released  him  because  he  was  a schoolteacher.  But 
Montejo' s brother,  also  a teacher,  was  shot  and  killed  by  drunken 
soldiers  in  the  village  plaza. 

Montejo  escaped  his  country  soon  after  when  he  received  an  invitation 
from  an  American  writer  to  visit  the  United  States.  He  has  worked  and 
studied  here  since,  in  1993  receiving  a doctorate  in  anthropology  at  the 
University  of  Connecticut.  He  assumed  his  teaching  post  at  UM  in  fall 
1995,  bringing  his  wife,  Mercedes,  and  their  children  to  Missoula. 

In  order  to  help  ensure  the  survival  of  Mayan  culture,  he  has  written 


books  on  Mayan  myth  and  legend  and  a book  of  poetry.  He  has  also  worked 
with  the  Academy  for  Mayan  Languages  on  the  definitive  dictionary  for  his 
native  Jakaltek,  also  called  Popti',  which  translates  into  English  as 
"the  language  of  power." 

In  Montana,  eleven  languages  are  spoken  by  American  Indians.  They  range 
from  languages  still  spoken  by  only  a few  elders  to  Crow,  which  is  very 
much  alive.  Widely  spoken  by  adults  and  children  alike,  the  Crow  language 
is  still,  significantly,  serving  as  the  language  of  ceremony  and 
politics . 

Efforts  to  keep  American  Indian  languages  alive  in  Montana  are  taking 
place  at  Salish-Kootenai  College  in  Pablo,  at  Blackfeet  Community  College 
and  the  Piegan  Institute  in  Browning,  on  the  Crow  Reservation,  and 
elsewhere. 

Around  400  people  have  taken  the  native  language  classes  through  Salish- 
Kootenai  College,  says  Joyce  Silverthorne,  director  of  bilingual 
education.  The  course  offerings  have  included  Salish,  Kootenai,  Cree, 
Northern  Cheyenne  and  Assiniboine.  At  the  elementary  and  high  school 
levels,  Arlee  School  offers  Salish  classes  and  Two  Eagle  River  School 
offers  both  Salish  and  Kootenai  classes.  Silverthorne  estimates  that 
about  one  percent  of  tribal  members  are  fluent  in  the  native  languages. 

Pikanii,  spoken  by  the  Blackfeet,  is  in  "extremely  critical  condition" 
and  may  be  lost,  says  John  Murray,  acting  chair  of  Blackfeet  Studies  at 
Blackfeet  Community  College.  The  demand  to  learn  the  language  has  grown 
so  much  the  college  has  had  to  hire  speakers  from  Canadian  bands  to  meet 
the  need  for  teachers,  he  says.  The  program  continues  to  look  for 
resources  to  hire  more. 

The  college  offers  nine  different  levels  of  the  language,  supported  by 
teachings  in  Blackfeet  philosophy,  myth  and  ceremony.  Without  these  other 
teachings,  the  language  is  "just  a set  of  symbols,"  Murray  says.  "We 
could  just  as  well  learn  Spanish  or  French." 

As  part  of  their  continuing  effort  to  revive  the  American  Indian 
languages  in  Montana,  the  tribes  recently  asked  the  Board  of  Education 
to  approve  a certification  system  for  teachers  of  the  languages.  On 
November  30,  1995,  the  board  unanimously  approved  the  creation  of  a 
special  license  for  those  who  teach  Indian  language  in  reservation 
schools . 

This  Class  7 certificate,  which  will  be  in  place  by  May  15,  1996,  does 
not  require  the  teacher  of  an  Indian  language  to  have  a four-year  college 
degree.  Tribes  hope  this  will  help  them  overcome  the  difficulties  they 
have  had  getting  native-language  instructors  into  public  schools. 

It  will  also  put  "tribal  language  on  an  equal  footing  with  other 
languages  taught  in  school,"  says  Kevin  Howlett,  education  director  of 
the  Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes.  In  order  to  preserve  Indian 
languages  that  are  in  serious  danger  of  extinction,  he  added,  "we  want 
to  ensure  that  our  children,  or  any  children  who  participate  in  the 
language  classes,  have  access  to  the  very  best  instructors . " 

"RE : Blue  Jacket  & Blood  Quantum"  

Date:  Mon,  8 Apr  1996  16:38:04  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  rickr@VFL.Paramax.COM 

Sub j : Blue  Jacket  & Blood  Quantum 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  < NATIVE LIT- L@cornell . edu> 

With  all  due  respect  for  your  study  of  the  history  of  blood  quanta.... 

It  is  amazing  to  me  that  we  persist  in  acknowledging  any  importance  of 
blood  quanta.  I keep  thinking  about  people  like  Wehyahpihehrsehnwah  which 
was  "Blue  Jacket's"  name  in  Shawnee.  He  certainly  has  to  be  counted  as  one 
of  the  greatest  Shawnee  war  chiefs.  No  Shawnee,  including  the  incomparable 
Tecumseh,  thought  of  him  as  anything  other  than  Shawnee.  Yet  his  blood 
quantum  was  zero,  when  he  was  taken  in  6-5-1771  and  gave  up  his  birth  name 
which  was  Marmaduke  van  Swearingen. 

Because  "Blue  Jacket"  was  adopted  into  an  appropriate  part  of  the  nation, 
he  was  able  to  become  chief  of  his  band  and  principal  war  chief  of  all  the 


Shawnee  nation. 

In  those  days  the  Nations  did  not  allow  the  folks  in  Washington  decide  who 
was  in  the  tribe  and  who  was  not.  It  was  decided  by  the  tribe  and  each  person. 
A Shawnee  was  a Shawnee  because  his/her  heart  said  so  and  the  other  Shawnees 
could  accept  that.  That  is  the  way  it  should  be.  That  is  the  way  it  will 
be  one  day  again, 
rickr 


"RE : Huron  Cemetery  Threatened"  

Date:  4 Apr  1996  22:31:53  GMT 
From:  DZE  <denglish@sfo . com> 

Sub j : Huron  Indian  Cemetery  threatened  by  CA$INO 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 
Indian  Burial  Site  $acred  Land 

The  latest  attempt  at  development  of  Huron  Indian  Cemetery  was  by  the 
Wyandotte  Tribe  of  Oklahoma.  They  now  intend  for  the  BIA  to  change  the 
status  of  the  land  next  to  the  cemetery  into  trust  and  then  build  a 
casino  next  to  the  cemetery. 

Two  years  ago  they  threatened  to  dig  up  the  graves  and  move  them  to 
Oklahoma  and  build  a casino  in  their  place. 

Please  help  us  keep  our  cemetery  the  sacred  site  that  it  is. 

In  addition  to  the  latest  proposal  of  a casino,  commercial  interests 
have  used  the  Federally  recognized  status  of  the  Wyandotte  Tribe  of 
Oklahoma  to  try  to  turn  our  sacred  burial  ground,  protected  by  the  Treaty 
of  1855  as  a burying  ground,  into  a parking  lot  and  a department  store 
site. 

The  battle  to  defend  Huron  Indian  Cemetery  from  commercial  development 
has  been  ongoing  for  the  past  130  years.  The  Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas 
has  always  and  will  always  defend  the  Huron  Indian  Cemetery  from  any 
threats  and  desecration.  The  Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas  is  dedicated  to 
the  PRESERVATION,  RESTORATION  and  MAINTENANCE  of  the  Huron  Indian 
Cemetery  in  Kansas  City  Kansas. 

The  cemetery  was  established  in  1843  and  is  held  in  trust  for  the  WYANDOT 
PEOPLE  (not  one  tribal  branch  or  band!!!). 

Please  send  us  your  opinions  on  this  matter. 

Please  write  your  public  officials  to  protest  this  misuse  of  indian  law 
and  desecration  of  our  sacred  land. 

I don't  like  my  family's  graves  being  used  as  some  bargaining  chip  for  a 
casino  development.  It  seems  extremely  disrespectful  and  I am  embarrassed 
to  have  to  be  public  with  this  matter. 

I am  however  in  good  company  in  opposing  this  plan,  and  any  other  misuse 
of  our  burial  land. 

In  the  early  1900 's  my  cousin  Lyda  became  the  first  indian  woman  lawyer 
to  be  heard  in  the  Supreme  Court  in  defense  of  the  Huron  Indian  Cemetery. 

It  has  not  always  been  popular  to  defend  our  gravesites,  but  we  always 
have  and  we  always  will. 

thank  you 
Niaweh 

Darren  English  Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas 

Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas 

P.0.  Box  171755 

Kansas  City  Ks  66117-0755 

"RE;  Native  American  Studies"  


Date:  Sat,  6 Apr  1996  11:16:01  -0700 
From:  sowy@selway.umt.edu  (Lu  Ella  Terry) 
Sub j : BA  - Native  American  Studies 


Mailing  List: 


AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 


March  28-29,  1996 

Approval  of  Proposal  to  Offer  a Bachelor  of  Arts  Degree  with  a Major  in 
Native  American  Studies:  The  University  of  Montana-Missoula 

THAT:  The  Board  of  Regents  of  Higher  Education  authorizes  The  University 
of  Montana-Missoula  to  offer  a Bachelor  of  Arts  Degree  with  a major  in 
Native  American  Studies. 

EXPLANATION:  The  Native  American  Studies  Program  was  founded  at  The 
University  of  Montana-Missoula  in  1970.  In  1984  The  Program  began 
offering  a minor  in  Native  American  Studies.  The  Bachelor  of  Arts  Degree 
with  a major  in  Native  American  Studies  will  provide  the  first  degree 
program  in  Montana,  a State  with  seven  distinct  Indian  communities 
representing  about  six  percent  of  the  population.  The  Native  American 
Studies  baccalaureate  program  is  designed  to  engage  the  student  in  a 
broad  liberal  arts  experience  in  tribal  and  Native  American  cultures, 
history,  literature,  philosophy,  and  government.  Students  complete  30 
credits  in  the  interdisciplinary  core  curriculum  in  Native  American 
Studies  and  nine  additional  credits  in  anthropology,  history,  or 
sociology.  Regionally,  only  the  University  of  Minnesota-Twin  Cities  and 
Duluth,  the  University  of  North  Dakota,  and  Montana  State  University- 
Northern  have  majors  or  concentrations  with  a major  in  Native  American 
Studies.  The  Bachelor  of  Arts  with  a major  in  Native  American  Studies 
will  provide  a strong  contribution  to  the  academic  excellence  of  higher 
education  in  the  State  of  Montana. 

"RE : Poem:  Juniper's  Embrace"  

From:  Lightbear@aol . com( Lightbear/Christiana  V.L.  Christie) 

Date:  Wed  Mar  20  20:56:27  1996  ] 

Sub j : Wotanging  Ikche/Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya 


THE  JUNIPER ' S EMBRACE 
Love  - 

nothing  exists  without  it. 

It's  the  core,  the  glue  of  the  universe. 

If  something  exists,  it  has  perforce  been  touched  and 
nurtured  by  love.  It  may  not  look  like  what  was  expected, 
but  love  has  been  there  and  still  is. 

Love  is  the  branches  of  the  juniper  that  reach  down  to 
touch  the  grasses  and  the  earth.  The  branch  is  embraced 
by  the  grass  and  the  soil  and  returns  the  embrace.  It  is  a 
natural  exchange  - because  they  are  there;  they  exist.  In 
all  things  that  touch  each  other,  however  briefly,  there  is 
love,  the  glue  that  ties  all  together  and  makes  all  exist. 

It  is  no  accident  that  something  touches  everything. 

Nothing  exists  that  is  not  touched  by  a least  one  other  thing, 
gluing  it  to  the  universe  with  love. 

My  foot  embraces  the  earth  and  the  embrace  is  returned. 

Lightbear/Christiana  V.L.  Christie 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/04/06  13:54 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 


Genie  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  14-20 

APE  LILA 
(April) 

(Welo) 

14 

In  your  time  upon  this  earth,  remember  to  walk  with  dignity. 

15 

Whale  song  calls  me  in  my  dreams. 

16 

The  luminescence  of  the  ocean  at  night  glows  like  Pele's  fire  upon  the  sands. 

17 

The  land  is  perpetuated  in  life. 

18 

Whisper  to  the  wind  your  secret  longings. 

19 

The  blossoms  of  the  shower  tree  form  a golden  lace  upon  the  green  grass. 

20 

Cherish  the  fragile  beauty  of  nature  --  it  is  ours  to  borrow,  not  to  keep. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

- "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Apr  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

Genie  email 

From:  cit@interlog.com  (Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre) 

Sub j : Toronto  International  SkyDome  Pow  Wow/Festival 

The  Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre  will  be  at  the  SkyDome  International 
Pow  Wow/Festival.  We  thought  you  may  like  to  see  a little  about  the  event 
Date:  May  18  & 19,  1996 

Place:  Toronto  SkyDome  (home  of  the  Toronto  Blue  lays) 

Time:  10:30  am  each  day 
Contact  for  more  information: 

Ron  Robert 
10  Woodway  Trail 
Brantford,  Ontario 
N3R  5Z6 

Tel:  (519)  751-0040 
Fax:  (519)  751-2790 


From:  Bob  Parker  <BParker93@gnn . com> 

Subject:  8th  Annual  Night  for  Night  Walker 

It  is  time  once  again  for  the  8th  Annual  Night  for  Night  Walker 
Sculpture  and  Crafts  show,  April  26  - 28,  1996  at  the  University 
Park  Holiday  Inn,  426  West  Prospect,  Fort  Collins,  Colorado.  WE 
would  be  greatly  honored  if  you  planned  to  participate  with  us  in 
this  culturally  diverse  celebration  of  Native  American  Heritage. 

This  year  our  format  has  changed.  The  Night  For  Night  Walker  show 
will  focus  on  three  dimensional  art  only  and  traditional  Native 
American  crafts.  This  year  we  will  not  be  taking  any  paintings  for 
display  as  we  want  to  encourage  all  artists  who  specialize  in  2 
dimensional  work  to  enter  our  first  of  its  kind  national  juried  art 
show  this  fall.  (For  more  information  on  the  fall  show,  visit  the 


Night  Walker  Home  Page  at  http://users.aol.com/fvinfo/nw/). 

The  Night  for  Night  Walker  Show  remains  to  be  our  most  significant 
fundraiser  as  we  not  only  provide  a show  that  appeals  to  a broad 
segment  of  the  population,  but  we  are  also  able  to  impact  the  lives 
of  many  Native  students  who  come  from  reservations  to  bring  their 
artwork  for  display.  This  show  allows  some  of  these  children  to 
venture  off  the  reservation  for  the  first  time  in  their  life.  The 
opportunity  to  participate  in  the  show  is  an  uplifting  and 
educational  experience  that  gives  them  a chance  to  explore  and 
expand  their  horizons. 

Night  Walker  Enterprises,  Inc.  is  a non-profit,  all  volunteer 
organization  serving  the  needs  of  children  and  families  on  Native 
American  Reservations.  Since  1986,  we  have  worked  with  twenty-five 
reservations  in  ten  states.  Approximately  5 million  pounds  of 
clothing  and  over  250,000  individual  children's  Christmas  gifts  have 
been  delivered,  as  well  as  medical  supplies,  household  goods  and 
other  necessities. 

We  hope  that  many  of  our  artist  patrons  can  participate  in  this 
year's  show.  However,  whether  you  can  participate  or  not  we  would 
like  to  encourage  you  to  assist  us  by  donating  crafts  or  three 
dimensional  art  to  our  show  this  year.  The  sale  of  these  precious 
goods  help  us  to  provide  more  of  life's  necessities  to  those 
reservations  in  dire  need. 

For  more  information  on  the  arts  and  crafts  show  in  general  and, 
more  significantly,  how  you  can  participate  as  an  exhibitor,  visit 
the  Night  Walker  Home  Page  at  http://users.aol.com/fvinfo/nw,  and 
choose  the  link  for  A Night  For  Night  Walker.  Please  note  that  any 
items  shipped  for  donation  or  exhibition  must  be  received  by  April 
23,  at  144  North  College  Avenue,  Fort  Collins,  Colorado  80524. 
Reservations  for  exhibit  space  must  be  made  no  later  than  Friday, 
April  19th  as  space  is  limited  this  year. 

Don't  forget  to  join  us  for  the  Artists  Reception,  Friday  evening, 
April  26th  from  6:00  pm  to  9:00  pm.  This  is  a great  opportunity  to 
invite  your  friends,  colleagues  and  family  to  view  the  wonderful 
demonstrations,  beautiful  art  and  craft  works  and  help  us  to  help 
those  in  need.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  and  enjoy  your 
unique  contribution  to  this  exciting  art  event. 

Sincerely, 

Lewis  Trujillo,  Executive  Director 

Night  Walker  Enterprises,  Inc. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

lanet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Roberto  Rodriguez  & Patrisia  Gonzales, 

Linda  Manyguns,  Aaron  Osterby,  Lorraine  Milo,  Rick  Rudolph,  Nicholas  Wilson, 
Gentle  Winds,  Charlotte  Colley  via  Laura  Carrol  via  Distant  Eagle, 

Lu  Ella  Terry,  Darren  English,  Lightbear/Christiana  V.L.  Christie, 
Pablo/Lonesome  Wolf,  Frosty  Deere 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  — - 

Date:  Thu,  11  Apr  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  lanet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 


Genie  email 


Original  Sender:  john.farrington@psl-online.com  (John  Farrington) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Apr  26-27:  Texas  Gulf  Coast  Tiah-Piah  Annual  Pow-Wow, 

at  Albert  Sallas  County  Park  Arena,  New  Caney  TX. 

Go  25  miles  north  on  Hwy  59  from  the  Loop  610  intersection  on 
Houston's  north  side  to  the  New  Caney  exit,  u-turn  left  under  59, 
go  south  on  the  feeder  1 mile  to  McCleskey  Rd,  go  right  1 mile  on 
McCleskey  to  the  park.  Covered  arena,  free  admission  and  parking. 
Dancers  from  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Louisiana  and  other  regions. 

Friday  Apr.  26:  Gourd  dancing  begins  at  7 PM 

Saturday  Apr.  27:  Gourd  dancing  2 - 5 PM 
Supper  break  5 - 7 PM 
Gourd  dancing  resumes  7 PM 
For  information  call  Grant  Gaumer  at  713-448-8435. 

Traders  by  invitation  only  - call  Dale  Adams,  713-475-0221. 

or  Grant  Gaumer,  713-448-8435. 


Original  Sender:  john.farrington@psl-online.com  (lohn  Farrington) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

May  3 & 4:  Texas  Kiowa  Tiah-Piah  Society  Annual  Pow  Wow, 

Crowley  TX,  about  10  miles  south  of  Fort  Worth. 

Located  1/2  mile  southwest  of  Crowley  on  State  Hwy  1157: 
take  Crowley  exit  off  US  Interstate-35W,  then  take  FM  1187 
west  through  Crowley  until  you  go  about  1/2  mile  past  the 
middle  school.  Look  for  Pow-Wow  signs  on  the  right  hand  side 
of  the  road.  Turn  right  and  follow  signs  to  the  Pow-Wow.  In 
case  of  rain,  the  dance  will  be  at  the  Crowley  High  School  Gym. 

Friday  May  3rd:  Gourd  dancing  6:30  - 7:30  PM, 

War  dancing  8-11  PM. 

Saturday  May  4th:  Gourd  dancing  2:30  - 5:00  PM,  6:30  - 7:30  PM, 

War  Dancing  8:00  - 11:00  PM 

All  Dancers,  Singers,  Arts  & Crafts,  and  General  Public  are  invited. 

Arts  & Crafts  must  register  in  advance. 

For  information  contact  Cliff  Queton  817-297-3438,  or 

Hilton  Queton  817-263-6131,  or  George  Tahbone  405-347-2115. 


Original  Sender:  cedarface@wpo.sosc.osshe.edu  (Mary  lane  Cedar-Face) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Southern  Oregon  State  College 
Native  American  Month  - April  1996 

April  11,  Noon  Gordon  Betties  (Klamath  Tribes) 

SU  RRR,  free  "Klamath  Cultural  History" 

April  13,  Noon  ANNUAL  SPRING  POWWOW! 

McNeal  Hall,  free  Grand  Entries  1PM  & 6:30PM 

April  14,  8PM  Carlos  Nakai,  Acclaimed  Navaho  Flutist 

Music  Recital  Hall  Benefit  Concert 

April  15,  Noon  Inez  Talanantez 

SU  RRR,  free  Guest  Lecturer 

April  16,  11-2  Story  Telling!  by  Brent  Florendo  (Wasco 

SU  RRR,  free  Warm  Springs)  & Art  Exhibition 

April  26  & 27,  8PM  Naa  Kahidi  Theater 

Music  Recital  Hall  Native  Alaskan  Dramatic  Anthology 

Every  Tuesday,  7PM  Native  American  Film  Festival 

SU  330,  free  Weekly  Feature  Presentations 

Sponsored  by  SOSC  Native  American  Student  Union 

541-552-6463  for  information 


Original  Sender:  drexler@ksuvm.ksu.edu  (Clyde  Henderson) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Native  American  Student  Body  at  KSU  extends  an  invitation  to  all 


to  join  us  in  the  month-long  celebration  of  events. 

Native  American  Heritage  Month  at  Kansas  State  University 

APRIL  1996 

"Uniting  our  Nations  through  education" 

APRIL  11 

10-11  a.m.,  K-State  Union,  Room  208 

Dr.  Harald  Prins,  Department  of  Sociology,  Anthropology  and  Social  Work, 
Kansas  State  University. 

Lecture  entitled  "The  Condor  and  the  Eagle:  native  rights  issues  in  the 
Americas . " 

APRIL  14 

4-7  p.m.,  ECM  Building  (1021  Denison)  Indian  Taco  Dinner 
APRIL  17 

12-1  p.m.,  K-State  Union,  Union  Station. 

Flute  Performance  by  Robert  Hyatt,  Title  V Regional  Rep. 

Of  Kansas  for  Native  Americans  and  Education,  Educator, 
Traditional  Flute  Artist,  and  Dancer. 

2-3  p.m.,  K-State  Union,  Room  207 
Lecture  by  Robert  Hyatt 

APRIL  20  - 7TH  ANNUAL  K-STATE  POWWOW  - Ahearn  Field  House, 

1 p.m.  to  10  p.m.,  FREE  ADMISSION 
Grand  Entry  at  1 p.m.  and  7 p.m. 

All  drums  and  vendors  welcomed. 

For  more  info.,  please  call  Travis  at  913/587-9754,  Clyde  at  913/532-7453 
(work)  or  E-mail:  drexler@ksuvm.ksu.edu. 

APRIL  22 

10-11  a.m.,  K-State  Union,  Room  206 

Bea  Peters,  Director  of  the  Native  American  Center  at  Lake  Superior  State 
University,  Sault  St.  Marie,  Michigan. 

Lecture  entitled:  "Problems  dealing  with  university  aspects  from  the  Native 
American  perspective." 

2-5  p.m.,  K-State  Union,  Room  206 
Bea  Peters 

Women's  talking  circle 
APRIL  23 

10-11  a.m.,  K-State  Union,  Council  Chambers 
Bea  Peters 

Native  Story  telling 
APRIL  26 

10-11  a.m.,  K-State  Union,  Room  208 

Dr.  Karen  Baird-Olsen,  Department  of  Sociology,  Anthropology  and  Social 
Work,  Kansas  State  University. 

Lecture  entitled:  "Contemporary  issues  facing  the  modern  American  Indian 
woman  in  education  today." 

Sponsored  by  the  Native  American  Student  Body,  American  Ethnic  Studies 
Program;  Office  of  Multicultural  Affairs  and  Office  of  Multicultural 
Student  Organizations. 


Original  Sender:  oglesby@pc2.pc.maricopa.edu  (Oglesby) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Maricopa  Community  College  District  and  Phoenix  College  Native 
American  Student  Association  are  sponsoring: 

MCCD  Honoring  Ceremony/Spring  Competition  Pow  Wow 
Phoenix  College 
May  4,  1996 

For  Information  - (602)  285-7392  ask  for  NASA 
You  may  also  send  e-mail  to: 

William  Oglesby  NASA  President 


Original  Sender:  cedarface@wpo.sosc.osshe.edu  (Mary  lane  Cedar-Face) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


SOSC  4th  Annual  Spring  Powwow  1996 

"Standing  Behind  Our  Students:  Promoting  Native  Americans 


in  Higher  Education" 

Sponsored  by  SOSC  Native  American  Student  Union 
Saturday,  April  13,  1996 

McNeal  Gymnasium,  Southern  Oregon  State  College,  Ashland,  OR 
Grand  Entries  - 1 PM  & 6:30  PM. 

All  singers  and  dancers  welcome. 

Call  541-552-6463  for  information 
NO  DRUGS  OR  ALCOHOL 


Original  Sender:  travisj@mail.ca2.so-net.or.jp  (Travis  Johnson) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

To  anyone  who  is  interested: 

We  are  in  the  beginning  stages  of  starting  a long  over-due  Native  American 
Intertribal  Club  for  the  many  Native  Americans  who  are  stationed  overseas 
here  in  Japan. 

What  we  are  wanting  to  do  is  bring  dancers  and  speakers  over  here  to  Japan 
for  a week  or  so.  We  are  in  the  beginning  stages  of  planning,  and  are 
looking  for  any  dancers  and  speakers  who  would  be  willing  to  come  over  here 
to  Japan  for  a large  Powwow.  We  will  be  opening  the  post  on  one  day,  so 
there  will  be  a few  thousand  people  here  then.  Is  there  anyone  who  can 
e-mail  me  back  about  information?  To  date,  we  are  approved  to  provide 
airfare,  lodging  and  meals.  There  will  probably  be  more,  if  any  are 
interested  in  coming  over  or  know  of  any  one  who  is,  please  e-mail  me  at 
<travisj@mail .ca2.so-net.or.jp>. 

Thank  you,  Anni  Johnson 

"RE : Update:  Round  Valley  Murder  Case"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Apr  1996  18:24:15  -0800 
From:  nwilson@mcn.org  (Nicholas  Wilson) 

Sub j : Round  Valley  murder  case  update 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

ROUND  VALLEY  MURDER  CASE  UPDATE 

(includes  the  March  16,  1996  update  plus  new  information) 

Prosecution  Seeks  Death  Penalty  Against  Bear  Lincoln 

Defense  Charges  Prosecution  Racial  Bias  Against  Indians 

Gag  Order  Limits  Statements  to  Press 

Defense  Seeks  Change  of  Venue 

Editor  Defies  Subpoena;  Ordered  to  Jail 

by  Nicholas  Wilson  April  3,  1996 

Prosecutors  announced  they  are  seeking  the  death  penalty  against  Eugene 
"Bear"  Lincoln,  the  Wailaki  Indian  man  accused  of  killing  a Mendocino 
deputy  sheriff  on  the  Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation  April  14,  1995. 

The  defense  charged  prosecutors  with  racial  bias  and  filed  change  of 
venue  motion  in  the  case.  The  judge  issued  a gag  order  limiting  attorney 
statements  to  the  media  and  ordered  a newspaper  editor  jailed  for 
refusing  to  turn  over  to  the  prosecution  a letter  to  the  editor  from 
Lincoln . 

An  intense  manhunt  for  Lincoln  on  the  remote  reservation  last  spring 
resulted  in  a lawsuit  alleging  police  misconduct  and  civil  rights 
violations  against  Native  Americans.  Lincoln  avoided  capture  for  four 
months  despite  a $100,000  reward  and  coverage  on  the  America's  Most 
Wanted  TV  program.  He  turned  himself  over  to  authorities  at  attorney  J. 

Tony  Serna' s San  Francisco  law  office  last  August. 

DEATH  PENALTY  SOUGHT 

The  prosecution  announced  in  February  it  will  seek  the  death  penalty. 
Lincoln  is  charged  with  first  degree  murder  of  Mendocino  Deputy  Sheriff 
George  "Bob"  Davis,  with  special  allegations  of  killing  a police  officer 
and  lying  in  wait.  He  is  also  charged  with  second  degree  murder  of  his 


friend  Leonard  "Acorn"  Peters,  who  was  killed  by  deputy  Davis  minutes 
before  Davis  was  shot.  The  prosecution  says  it  was  Lincoln  who  fired  the 
first  shot,  setting  off  a gun  battle  in  which  first  Peters,  then  Davis 
died.  Initial  statements  by  the  prosecution's  star  witness.  Deputy 
Sheriff  Dennis  Miller,  were  that  Peters  fired  the  first  shot,  and  that 
Miller  was  not  even  aware  that  there  might  be  another  person  present 
until  after  Peters  had  been  killed.  The  two  deputies  were  parked  on  a 
fire  trail  just  off  a winding  mountain  road  watching  for  a suspect  in 
another  killing  a few  hours  earlier. 

Lincoln  says  that  he  and  Peters  were  ambushed  in  the  dark  while  walking 
on  rural  Little  Valley  Road,  and  that  Peters  was  killed  right  in  front 
of  him  for  no  reason  and  with  no  warning.  Lincoln's  lead  defense 
attorney,  D.  Tony  Serna,  says  that  the  defense  will  be  primarily  one  of 
self  defense.  The  defense  has  filed  a motion  alleging  racial 
discrimination  in  the  seeking  of  the  death  penalty,  citing  a 
disproportionate  number  of  cases  in  the  past  two  decades  in  which 
Mendocino  County  prosecutors  have  sought  the  death  penalty  against 
Native  Americans  accused  of  killing  Whites.  In  cases  of  Whites  accused 
of  killing  Native  Americans,  the  death  penalty  was  never  sought.  A 
defense  motion  for  discovery  of  evidence  from  the  prosecution  about 
charging  practices  will  be  heard  May  8. 

GAG  ORDER 

On  March  20,  the  judge  granted  a prosecution  request  for  a gag  order 
limiting  statements  to  the  media  by  both  prosecution  and  defense.  The 
order  prohibits  making  statements  which  a reasonable  person  would 
believe  might  prejudice  potential  jurors.  (A  dictionary  definition  of 
prejudice  is  1)  an  unfavorable  opinion  formed  beforehand  or  without 
knowledge;  2)  hatred  or  dislike  directed  against  a racial,  religious,  or 
national  group.) 

The  gag  order  is  based  on  a new  California  State  Bar  rule  passed  in 
reaction  to  the  0.  I.  Simpson  case,  but  is  stricter.  The  judge  said  he 
was  leaving  so-called  "safe  harbor"  provisions  (allowing  attorneys  to 
make  statements  countering  recent  bad  publicity  from  the  other  side) 
because  he  considered  them  too  vague  to  allow  enforcement. 

The  order  requires  the  attorneys  to  get  prior  permission  from  the  judge 
before  making  a potentially  prejudicial  statement  to  the  media. 

Attorneys  must  direct  their  staffs,  including  investigators,  paralegals, 
secretaries,  and  police  officers  not  to  talk  to  reporters  about  the 
case. 

The  justification  for  the  order  is  to  avoid  prejudicing  the  pool  of 
potential  jurors,  making  it  impossible  to  provide  a fair  trial  in  the 
county.  In  giving  the  background  for  his  order  the  judge  wrote:  "Rather 
than  an  obvious  need  to  protect  their  client  from  prejudicial  pretrial 
publicity,  it  appears  that  defendant's  attorneys  are  motivated  by  a 
desire  to  add  to  that  publicity  to  win  a change  of  venue...." 

The  judge  noted  that  in  early  March,  the  defense  had  polled  468  county 
residents  about  the  case.  He  said  several  of  the  questions  contained 
highly  prejudicial  and  inflammatory  information  about  the  defendant  that 
would  not  be  admissible  in  the  guilt  phase  of  the  trial,  and  would 
possibly  trigger  a successful  change  of  venue  if  they  had  been  asked  in 
a poll  by  the  prosecution.  Both  of  these  questions  had  to  do  with 
Lincoln's  past  criminal  record,  in  particular  whether  the  person  being 
polled  had  heard  that  Lincoln  had  been  convicted  of  beating  a two  year 
old  child  to  death  (as  was  incorrectly  reported  in  the  Ukiah  Daily 
Journal) . 

In  fact,  Lincoln  pleaded  guilty  in  the  late  '70s  to  beating  the  child 
(who  did  not  die),  and  served  a prison  sentence  for  it.  This  was 
reported  in  the  press  soon  after  the  shootings.  Mendocino  County  Sheriff 
Dim  Tuso  went  on  America's  Most  Wanted,  calling  Lincoln  "a  convicted 
felon  who  should  be  considered  armed  and  dangerous." 

However,  Lincoln  family  sources  say  that  Lincoln  did  not  beat  the  child, 
but  took  the  rap  for  it  to  protect  the  child's  mother,  his  girlfriend, 
because  she  was  emotionally  and  mentally  disturbed.  Her  children  were 
later  taken  from  her  by  the  courts  in  another  state  for  abusing  them. 


the  sources  said. 


CHANGE  OF  VENUE 

Lincoln  is  not  likely  to  get  a fair  and  impartial  trial  in  Mendocino 
County,  Lincoln's  court  appointed  attorney  Philip  Delong  said  in  papers 
supporting  the  change  of  venue  motion.  A preliminary  report  from  a jury 
expert  found  that  pretrial  publicity  was  "extremely  high"  and 
prejudicial,  with  142  newspaper  articles  in  just  the  first  90  days 
following  the  shootings  on  April  14,  1995.  The  venue  motion  cited  a 
recent  survey  showing  that  92.7  percent  of  Mendocino  County  residents 
polled  recognized  the  case,  and  that  45.4  percent  of  them  believe 
Lincoln  is  "definitely"  or  "probably"  guilty.  The  papers  alleged  bias 
and  prejudice  against  Native  Americans  in  Mendocino  County,  where  they 
make  up  only  4 percent  of  the  population  of  80,345,  while  84  percent  are 
White,  10  percent  Hispanic,  and  1 percent  Black.  Judge  lames  Luther 
ordered  the  supporting  documents  sealed  to  prevent  their  release  to  the 
media.  A hearing  on  the  venue  motion  will  be  on  May  8. 

EDITOR  DEFIES  SUBPOENA 

At  a March  15  court  hearing  on  the  case,  Anderson  Valley  Advertiser 
editor  Bruce  Anderson  fought  a prosecution  subpoena  to  produce  the 
original  of  a letter  to  the  editor  from  Lincoln,  and  the  envelope  that 
contained  it.  Anderson  appeared  without  the  letter,  but  with  an 
attorney,  who  invoked  the  California  Reporter's  Shield  Law.  Anderson 
declared  in  an  editorial  two  days  before  the  hearing:  "I  have  the  letter 
and  I have  the  envelope.  The  DA  is  not  getting  them."  He  vowed  to  go  to 
jail  rather  than  produce  the  letter. 

Deputy  District  Attorney  Aaron  Williams  told  Judge  Luther  he  wanted  the 
letter  examined  by  a handwriting  expert  to  establish  that  it  really  was 
written  by  Lincoln  so  it  can  be  used  as  evidence  against  him.  Williams 
considers  the  letter  incriminating,  placing  Lincoln  at  the  scene  of  the 
shootings.  He  said  it  also  could  be  used  to  attack  Lincoln's  credibility 
because  of  statements  made  in  the  letter.  Lincoln  wrote  that  he  and 
Peters  were  ambushed,  and  that  it  sounded  like  five  or  six  M-16s  firing 
simultaneously.  Referring  to  Peters,  Lincoln  wrote:  "He  broke  no  laws, 
he  had  no  warrants  for  his  arrest,  there  was  no  roadblock,  no  lights,  no 
warning,  only  darkness,  and  then  a blaze  of  gunfire."  [link  to  letter] 

Anderson's  attorney,  Carl  Shapiro,  cited  the  shield  law's  clear 
protection  against  newspersons  being  forced  to  produce  information  which 
has  not  been  published.  On  that  basis  the  judge  ruled  Anderson  did  not 
have  to  produce  the  envelope.  Shapiro  said  case  law  provides  a number  of 
hurdles  that  must  be  met  before  a newsperson  can  be  forced  to  produce 
information  protected  by  the  shield  law.  The  first  test  is  that  the 
information  must  be  so  vital  that  the  outcome  of  the  case  would  be 
changed  without  it.  The  prosecution  already  has  an  earlier  letter 
Lincoln  wrote  to  his  girlfriend  that  places  him  at  the  scene  and 
contains  many  of  the  same  allegations.  A second  test  is  that  the 
information  can  be  had  in  no  other  way.  Shapiro  pointed  out  that  the 
letter  was  published,  and  that  a copy  can  be  admitted  as  evidence  when 
the  original  can  not  be  had  after  reasonable  effort. 

Shapiro's  main  argument  was  that  the  letter  to  the  editor  is  the  last 
bastion  of  the  freedom  of  speech  constitutionally  guaranteed  by  the  U.S. 
and  California  constitutions.  He  called  it  "as  vital  a part  of  free 
speech  as  exists  in  our  culture  today."  If  the  editor  is  forced  to 
produce  the  letter,  other  writers  would  lose  confidence  in  the  paper  as 
a safe  place  to  write  their  opinion,  chilling  free  expression. 

Judge  Luther  said  the  shield  law  does  not  protect  the  letter  because  it 
was  published  in  the  paper.  Shapiro  countered  that  only  a copy  of  the 
letter  was  published,  not  the  handwriting;  that  the  published  version 
may  have  been  edited,  and  that  the  unpublished  information  must  be 
protected  unless  there  was  a showing  that  it  was  vitally  needed.  However 
the  judge  failed  to  make  a distinction  between  the  words  of  the  letter, 
which  were  published,  and  those  aspects  of  it  which  were  not  published. 

He  ruled  that  Anderson  must  obey  the  subpoena  and  produce  the  letter. 

When  Anderson  still  refused  to  give  up  the  original  letter,  the  judge 


found  him  in  contempt  of  count  and  ordered  him  jailed  until  he  produces 
the  letter.  Anderson  has  until  April  22  to  produce  the  letter,  file  an 
appeal  or  go  to  jail.  Shapiro  said  he  will  appeal  to  a higher  court. 

District  Attorney  Susan  Massini  (who  just  lost  an  election  bid  to  fill 
Judge  Luther's  position  when  he  retires  at  the  end  of  the  year)  was  in 
court  for  the  Anderson  hearing,  sitting  in  for  Deputy  D.  A.  Aaron 
Williams,  the  lead  prosecutor  in  the  Lincoln  case.  Williams  was 
reportedly  in  a Redwood  City  courtroom  watching  Lincoln's  lead  attorney 
Tony  Serra  argue  another  murder  case. 


INTERVIEW  WITH  BRUCE  ANDERSON 

In  an  interview  outside  the  courthouse,  the  outspoken  editor  freely 
commented  on  the  letter-to-the-editor  matter  and  the  Lincoln  murder  case 
in  general. 

"I'm  not  looking  forward  to  jail.  It  complicates  my  life  enormously.  I 
have  three  dependent  people  at  home,  including  my  80  year  old  mother. 

But  this  is  where  you  have  to  draw  the  line.  If  the  government  can  just 
rummage  through  my  files,  people  will  cease  communicating  with  my  paper, 
and  with  papers,  period.  I think  it's  a very  important  issue,  and  I 
think  the  appeals  court  will  recognize  that." 

"That  letter  is  not  relevant  to  this  case.  It's  a statement  from  Bear 
Lincoln  about  those  events,  but  they're  very  vague.  It  does  not 
incriminate  him  in  any  way,  and  if  the  D.A.  is  depending  on  that  letter 
to  convict  Bear  Lincoln  --  to  kill  him,  really,  which  is  what  Mendocino 
County  wants  to  do  --  they  really  don't  have  a case.  I think  it's 
evidence  of  the  weakness  of  their  case." 

Asked  whether  he  thought  Lincoln  could  get  a fair  trial  in  the  county, 
Anderson  responded:  "I  think  there  is  a built  in  bias  against  a whole 
variety  of  people,  and  certainly  against  Native  Americans.  The 
paramilitary  invasion  of  Round  Valley  (after  the  shootings)  certainly 
established  that.  They  would  certainly  not  have  tried  that  in  Deerwood 
(an  affluent  Ukiah  neighborhood),  but  they  felt  free  to  do  it  in  Covelo. 
There's  bias  aplenty  in  this  county." 


LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR 
Anderson  Valley  Advertiser 
January  17,  1995 

Editor, 

On  the  night  of  April  14,  1995,  on  top  of  "Little  Valley  Ridge"  is  a 
night  I'll  never  forget.  It  was  a night  that  I lost  one  of  my  best 
friends,  Leonard  Acorn  Peters. 

He  was  a man  who  was  respectful  of  everyone,  he  was  very  easy  to  get 
along  with.  He  was  a non-violent  man,  well-loved  and  respected  among  the 
Indian  community  on  the  "Round  Valley  Reservation."  He  loved  the  hills 
in  Hull's  Valley  where  he  lived  with  his  wife,  Cyndi  and  his  children. 

He  was  happy  living  the  simple  life  with  the  family  he  loved  very  much. 

April  14th  was  a dark  dark  night,  it  was  very  hard  to  see  anything.  On 
top  of  Little  Valley  Ridge  the  Mendocino  County  Sheriff's  Department 
laid  in  wait,  and  ambushed  and  murdered  our  brother  Acorn.  He  broke  no 
laws,  he  had  no  warrants  for  his  arrest,  there  was  no  roadblock,  no 
lights,  no  warning,  only  darkness,  and  then  a blaze  of  gunfire.  Acorn 
died  quickly,  I believe  he  was  dead  before  he  hit  the  ground.  The  M-16s 
were  still  going  off  even  after  he  was  down,  there  sounded  like  five  or 
six  weapons  going  off  all  at  the  same  time. 

I believe  that  the  Sheriff's  Department  was  only  interested  in  getting  a 
body  count.  I believe  it  was  their  plan  to  kill  as  many  Indians  as  they 
could . 

After  the  shooting  was  over  and  it  was  still  very  dark,  no  one  could  see 
20  feet  in  front  of  themselves.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  police  fired 
approximately  200  to  250  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  there  was  definitely 
more  than  just  one  M-16. 

We  the  native  people  on  the  "Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation"  are  a 
sovereign  nation,  or  at  least  on  paper  anyway.  What  the  Mendocino  County 
Sheriff's  Department  did  on  the  night  of  April  14th,  to  any  other 


sovereign  nation  would  be  considered  an  act  of  war! 

"Shoot  to  Kill,"  Bear  Lincoln  was  the  order  of  the  day.  Don't  give  him 
no  chances;  blow  him  away,  guilty  or  innocent,  he  must  die.  So  "shoot  to 
kill,"  was  the  order  of  the  day  in  Mendocino  County,  with  a $100,000 
bounty  for  my  scalp,  just  to  make  the  hunt  more  interesting. 

So  I must  send  a warning  to  all  my  Indian  brothers  to  be  wise  and  be 
strong,  because  your  lives  are  in  danger  in  northern  California. 
Especially  in  Mendocino  County,  Sheriff  Tuso  has  declared  war  on  the 
whole  Indian  population.  They  could  not  catch  me  in  the  hills  and 
execute  me  like  they  wanted.  But  they  will  settle  for  someone  else  for 
now,  they  still  want  their  revenge,  and  they  still  want  their  body  count 
of  Indians! 

Signed : 

Pissed  off,  but  still  a "Peaceful  Organic  Vegetable  Farmer" 

Bear  Lincoln 
Ukiah 


A different  version  of  this  article  appeared  in  the  Albion  Monitor,  a 
progressive  twice  monthly  electronic  newspaper  on  the  World  Wide  Web.  If 
you  have  WWW  access,  see  the  Sept.  2,  1996,  issue  of  the  Albion  Monitor 
for  comprehensive  background  on  the  Round  Valley  Case  at: 
http://www.monitor.net/monitor/9-2-95/rv.html 
(or  leave  off  all  after  "monitor/"  for  the  current  issue) 

For  an  extensive  archive  of  articles  and  internet  dispatches  about  the 
Round  Valley  case,  check  out  the  PlanetPeace  web  page  at: 
http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/ 

"RE : Need  to  Get  This  Off  My  Chest"  

Date:  Sun,  7 Apr  1996  23:14:37  -0500 

From:  frosty.deere@igloo.magicnet.com  (FROSTY  DEERE) 

Sub j : Need  to  Get  This  Off  My  Chest 

Mailing  List:  NATCFIAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I think  this  will  cause  some  feathers  to  fly  but  after  reading  this 
and  a few  other  Native  areas  and  some  E-mail,  I have  to  get  this  off  my 
chest.  Please  post  any  place  if  you  like. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WE  ARE  PEOPLE  TOO  ! 

We  native  people  are  humans  and  would  like  to  be  treated  as  such. 

We  are  people  not  to  be  used  as  a hobby  or  to  be  confused  as  a coin 
or  a painting  you  show  off  to  others  as  a prize  or  a museum  piece. 

We  are  a culture,  one  that  we  are  trying  to  keep  among  our  people 
and  regain  before  the  will  of  the  government  comes  true  and  we  are  no  more. 

We  are  a living  language  that  has  been  crushed  and  almost  lost  off 
the  face  of  Mother  Earth  but  still  its  alive. 

We  are  a history  that  has  beauty,  love  and  war,  but  much  of  it  is 
fiction  as  written  by  those  not  of  our  kind. 

We  are  not  patients  that  you  need  to  probe  deep  into  our  hearts 
in  search  of  whats  missing  in  your  lives. 

We  are  not  here  to  give  you  life,  we  are  trying  to  save  ours  that 
many  have  work  hard  to  destroy. 

We  have  a spirituality  which  has  no  HELL  or  HEAVEN,  and  yet  you 
demand  to  learn  about  it,  but  we  will  go  HELL  if  do  not  accept  yours. 

We  have  customs  that  we  want  to  keep  because  they  make  us  happy  and 
we  are  not  willing  to  change  them  so  people  can  become  sad  with  tears. 

We  are  many  things  and  its  time  that  people  leave  us  to  be  what  the 
Creator  put  us  here  for. 

Meaning  we  are  not  to  be  studied  or  looked  at  as  a hobby  so  people 
can  search  to  full  fill  their  religious,  or  philosophical  needs. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Why  did  I say  these  things  ? When  I get  E-mail  asking  me  for  a 
Indian  name  for  a persons  dog,  or  someone  that  claims  to  be  native  but  has 


never  set  foot  or  wants  to  be  near  a native,  but  asks  can  you  give  me  a 
Mohawk  name.  Or  then  we  have  how  do  you  say  this,  I want  to  use  it  as  name. 

Anyone  that  knows  anything  knows  we  don't  just  give  out  names  or  make 
them  up. 

Or  I see  things  like  "I  am  in  school  doing  a paper  on  the  life  and 
times  of  Indian  and  can  you  help  me.  When  I refuse,  one  should  see  the 
messages . 

We  don't  go  digging,  probing  and  thrusting  in  to  anyone's  lives.  Why  do 
people  have  to  do  this  to  our  people? 

Walk  into  any  museum,  they  seem  to  think  they  can  preserve  us  and 
even  hold  much  of  our  culture  from  us.  Its  as  if  we  can  not  be  trusted  to 
protect  what  is  ours. 

Look  at  our  graves  and  watch  as  they  remove  the  bones  of  our  people. 

No  care  about  what  we  think,  only  what  they  think  and  care  about  is  what 
matters . 

Sorry  but  I just  had  to  say  this  and  it  can  be  crossed  over  anyplace 
anyone  see  fit  or  just  removed  like  everything  else  we  have  ever  done  or 
said . 

Sken:nen  Peace 

"RE : Abenaki  Unity  Meeting"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Apr  1996  08:07:33  -0500 
From:  pablo@abenaki.tribal.org 
Sub j : Abenaki  Unity  Meeting 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

In  an  effort  to  help  mend  the  sacred  hoop,  the  Southern  New  England  Counci 
of  the  National  Federation  of  the  Republic  of  the  Sovereign  Abenaki  Nation 
held  a meeting  of  the  Congress  of  the  Councils  of  the  Federated  Tribes  of 
the  Sovereign  Abenaki  Nation  and  a unity  meeting  for  all  interested  peoples. 

The  meeting,  held  March  30th  in  South  Attleboro,  Massachusetts,  attracted 
over  300  people  from  all  the  New  England  States,  New  York,  North  Carolina, 
Maryland,  Florida  and  Odanak,  Canada. 

A Unity  March  was  held,  a Sacred  Circle  and  Council  Fire,  Welcoming  and 
Flonoring  songs,  several  addresses  and  a potluck.  Following  the  Meal  the 
group  was  addressed  by  Steven  McFadden,  author  of  many  books  of  native 
wisdom  and  thought  and  participant  in  the  Sunbow  5 walk  for  peace  and  unity. 

McFadden  went  into  detail  regarding  the  prophecies  of  the  elders  and  the 
Seven  Fires  Prophecy  in  particular.  Fie  explained  the  need  to  unify  now  as  a 
people  and  with  all  peoples  to  save  the  planet  and  the  future. 

Chief  Looking  Glass  was  host. 

Pablo 

Lonesome  Wolf 

Cowasuck  Band  of  the  Abenaki 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu  Peoples ' , NATCHAT,  MINN-IND, 
TRIBALLAW  & NATIVE-L  listservers;  UUCP  & Genie  email; 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. health, soc . culture . native , alt . native , rec . arts . books , 
alt . books . reviews , alt . native , soc .culture . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"Wej  the  members  of  the  Indian  Tribes  of  the  United  States  of  America 
invoking  the  divine  guidance  of  Almighty  God  in  order  to  secure  to 
ourselves  --  The  Indians  of  the  United  States  and  the  Natives  of 
Alaska  --  and  our  descendants  the  rights  and  benefits  to  which  we  are 
entitled  under  the  laws  of  the  United  StateSj  and  the  several  states 
thereofj  to  enlighten  the  public  toward  the  better  understanding  of 
the  Indian  peoplej  to,  preserve  rights  under  Indian  treaties  or 
agreements  with  the  United  States;  to  promote  the  common  welfare  of 
the  American  Indian  and  to  foster  the  loyalty  and  allegiance  of  American 
Indians  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States  do  establish  this  organization 
and  adopt  the  following  Constitution  and  By-laws." 

Preamble  to  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  Constitution  (1944) 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  ConfederacieSj 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 


[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  | Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 

j States  Constitution,  | Nations, 

j so  that  my  forefathers  \ 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

+-  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Let  us  for  a moment  consider  something. 

In  1832  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  ruled  for  the  Cherokee 
Nation  that  their  lands  were  theirs  by  right  of  discovery,  and  could  not  be 
removed.  President  Andrew  lackson  refused  to  honor  this  landmark  decree, 
and  took  the  matter  to  congress  even  as  Georgia  held  an  illegal  lottery 
for  the  Cherokee  lands.  The  Indian  Removal  Act  passed  by  one  (1)  vote. 

This  Act,  though  never  challenged,  was  in  fact,  unconstitutional. 

This  means  that  any  other  lands  of  any  Nation  removed  under  the  Indian 
Removal  Act  were  done  so  unconstitutionally,  by  prior  decree. 

What  if. . . The  People  filed  a class  action  suit  for  return  of  lands 
unlawfully  removed? 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 
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"RE : Words  of  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Apr  1996  13:23:12  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  freedom@prairienet .org  (Freedom  Heart  Rising) 

Sub j : Words  of  Leonard  Peltier!!! 

UUCP  email 

O'siyo,  friends.  Following  is  the  letter  from  Leonard,  from  the  new  issue 
of  "In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse",  the  LPDC  newsletter.  I always  love  to 
read  _his_  words ! 

++++++++ 

Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier: 

Greetings,  my  friends, 

I cannot  express  to  you  the  anxiety  and  frustration  I have  been  dealing 
with,  first  with  the  sudden  transfer,  then  with  the  surgery,  and  now  as  we 
wait  for  a decision  from  the  United  States  Parole  Commission.  I extend  my 
deepest  gratitude  to  everyone  who  sent  postal  money  orders,  soft  cover 
books,  cards  and  letters.  Your  generous  and  compassionate  thoughts  are 
truly  helping  me  to  recover. 


I am  proud  of  everyone  who  took  part  in  the  February  6th  Day  of  Action. 

It  was  not  easy  to  take  time  from  work,  and  brave  the  cold  winds  blowing  in 
so  many  places.  My  heart  goes  out  to  everyone  for  that  wonderful  sacrifice. 

It  keeps  me  strong,  knowing  that  on  the  outside,  beyond  these  terrible 
walls,  stand  so  many  good  people.  In  prison,  I often  meet  those  whose  faith 
in  humankind  has  been  defeated,  mutilated  beyond  recognition.  I thank  the 
Creator  every  day  that  my  support  system  is  so  strong,  vibrant,  courageous, 
and  caring. 

We  must  reach  out  to  those  who  are  standing  so  alone,  whether  they  be  young 
or  old,  regardless  of  race  or  religion.  Here  at  the  medical  facility  I see 
sick  and  lonely  men,  desperate  to  hear  from  friends  or  family.  I am  sorry 
for  them.  It  makes  me  wonder  about  kids  in  foster  care,  and  elders  in 
nursing  homes. 

It's  so  easy  to  make  someone's  day  a little  brighter.  For  example,  on  the 
cover  of  this  newsletter  are  several  very  happy  children.  They  are  happy 
because  kind-hearted  people  decided  to  sponsor  them  for  Christmas.  In  all, 
we  had  nearly  fifty  children  in  the  Christmas  program,  which  I am  hoping  to 
start  year-round.  Why  make  these  beautiful  kids  happy  only  one  day  a year? 
For  those  interested  in  becoming  a bigger  part  of  childrens'  lives,  please 
contact  Lisa  at  the  LPDC  and  she  will  place  you  on  a list  of  individuals 
interested  in  getting  such  a program  started. 

Remember,  this  is  an  election  year,  and  while  I am  deeply  and  consistently 
touched  with  this  ceaseless  call  for  my  freedom,  also  use  this  opportunity 
to  voice  our  shared  concerns  about  prison  rights,  judicial  inequities,  human 
rights,  and  hardship  for  children  and  elders  living  on  our  reservations  and 
in  our  inner  cities.  These  are  the  issues  that  should  concern  our 
leadership;  not  whether  a same-sex  couple  should  marry!  I am  appalled  by 
some  of  the  rhetoric  and  mudslinging. 

Do  they  expect  us  to  care  about  the  private  lives  of  individuals,  where  we 
have  no  business,  or  about  kids  having  kids  and  dropping  out  of  school?  Or 
grandparents  freezing  in  their  apartments?  Or  babies  born  to  single 
mothers,  their  father's  denying  their  responsibilities?  Or  the  blatantly 
disproportionate  number  of  minorities  in  prisons? 

Please,  my  friends,  be  loud,  be  heard! 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse, 

Leonard  Peltier 
++++++++ 

To  contact  Leonard: 

You  can  write,  send  softcover  books,  photographs  (excluding  Polaroids) 
and  Postal  Money  Orders  (he  needs  the  money  for  phone  calls,  stamps,  paper, 
etc.)  to: 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132 
Springfield  Medical  Facility 
1900  W.  Sunshine 
P.0.  Box  4000 
Springfield,  MO  65808 
++++++ 

To  contact  the  LPDC: 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

P.0.  Box  583 

Lawrence,  Kansas  66044 

USA 

1-913-842-5774 

+++++ 

Please  continue  calls  to  the  White  House  Comment  Line  at  202-456-1111  (hit  0 
for  an  operator  to  avoid  the  survey)  to  urge  Executive  Clemency. 

Also,  President  email  address:  make  sure  you  put  the  name  "Peltier",  in  the 
subject  heading: 
clinton@whitehouse.gov 
++++++ 

Many  thanks ! 

Freedom  Heart  Rising 
Freedom/LPSG 


"RE : lames  Bay  Project:  25th  Anniversary"  

Date:  Tue,  9 Apr  1996  22:34:40  -0400 

From:  Cree(3world . std . com  (MA  Save  lames  Bay  Foundation) 

Sub j : Twenty-Fifth  Anniversary  of  the  lames  Bay  Project 

UUCP  email 

Dear  People  - 

We  are  circulating  this  message  to  remind  Hydro-Quebec  that  we  have  not 
forgotten  their  actions  of  the  last  twenty-five  years.  Since  we  are 
posting  to  a number  of  lists.  Websites  and  individuals,  please  excuse  any 
repetitions  but  feel  free  to  extend  the  message  if  you  are  moved  to  do  so. 
Thanks  for  your  support  in  this  effort. 

Massachusetts  Save  lames  Bay  Foundation 


Twenty-Fifth  Anniversary  of  the  Announcement  of  the  Hydro-Quebec 
lames  Bay  Projects  April  30,  1996 

On  the  occasion  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  announcement  of  the 
destruction  of  large  sections  of  northern  Quebec  by  Hydro-Quebec,  Quebec's 
state-owned  and  regulated  utility,  the  Massachusetts  Save  lames  Bay 
Foundation  asks  all  concerned  citizens  to  aid  in  the  continuing 
struggle  for  survival  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Crees  (of  Quebec)  by 
emailing  your  support  to  <Cree@world . std . com> . 

Since  the  inaugural  announcement  in  April  of  1971,  Hydro-Quebec  has  been 
developing  massive  hydro-electric  projects  along  many  rivers  in  the  lames 
and  Hudson  Bay  region  of  northern  Quebec.  These  projects  have  extensive 
ecological  and  socioeconomic  impacts  on  the  bioregion  and  its  inhabitants, 
including  the  nearly  18,000  indigenous  peoples  (Cree  and  Inuit)  who  have 
lived  in  the  area  for  over  5,000  years.  A significant  portion  of  the 
electricity  produced  by  this  project  is  sold  to  New  York  and  New  England. 

lames  Bay  I,  the  first  phase  of  the  proposed  projects,  has  already: 

+ flooded  4,000  square  miles  of  forest,  tundra  and  taiga  (an  area  equal  to 
half  the  size  of  New  Hampshire) 

+ released  vast  quantities  of  greenhouse  gases  from  drowned  peat  beds, 
wetlands  and  forests  into  the  atmosphere 

+ converted  naturally-occurring  inorganic  mercury  to  highly  toxic  and 
rapidly  bioaccumulating  methyl  mercury,  resulting  in  the  poisoning  of  the 
aquatic  food  chain  and,  in  turn,  the  native  peoples 
+ adversely  impacted  the  habitat  of  many  species  of  migratory  birds, 
beluga  whales,  caribou,  wolverines,  and  the  other  species  who  inhabit  this 
fragile  ecosystem 

+ threatens  to  destroy  what  is  left  of  the  traditional  indigenous  cultures 
whose  identity  and  way  of  life  are  inextricably  tied  to  the  land 

There  has  never  been  an  environmental  review  for  the  lames  Bay  project. 

In  November  1994,  the  next  phase  of  development  was  postponed 
indefinitely  by  the  Quebec  government,  although  the  project  could  be 
reinstated  at  any  time.  Recently,  Quebec  Premier  Lucien  Bouchard 
announced  in  March  95  that  the  Quebec  government  would  study  building  dam 
on  the  Eastmain  River,  reviving  part  of  the  lames  Bay  project.  The 
factors  which  complicate  the  postponement  include:  (1)  the  political 
climate  of  uncertainty  in  Quebec  as  the  province  grapples  with  the  issue  of 
formal  separation  from  Canada,  and  (2)  the  coming  deregulation  of  the 
electric  utility  industry  in  New  England  and  New  York  which  could  lead  to 
increased  demand  for  electricity  from  lames  Bay. 

Massachusetts  ratepayers  spend  over  $70  million  annually  for  electricity 
from  the  lames  Bay  hydro-projects  (approximately  2.45  billion 
kilowatt-hours,  5.4%  of  its  annual  state-wide  demand).  Cheaper  in-state 
alternatives  exist[add  comma  after  exist]  including  energy  efficiency 
programs  that  experts  estimate  could  save  5 to  10  billion  kilowatt-hours 
per  year. 

loin  Massachusetts  Save  lames  Bay  Foundation  in  sending  a message  of 


support  to  the  indigenous  peoples  of  Quebec  to  recognize  their  twenty-five 
year  struggle  to  protect  their  lands  and  way  of  life.  If  you  are  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts  on  Saturday,  April  27,  please  sign  the  Twenty-Fifth 
Anniversary  Banner  at  Boston's  Earth  Day  Concert  at  the  Hatch  Shell, 

Storrow  Drive  at  the  lames  Bay  booth.  If  you  can't  join  us  there,  please 
set  up  a banner  and  booth  at  your  own  local  Earth  Day  event  or  send  us  your 
message  via  email  at  <Cree@world . std . com> . All  messages  will  be  sent  to 
the  Cree  and  Inuit  Nations  to  show  that  people  around  the  world  support 
their  struggle  to  preserve  their  cultures  and  ways  of  life. 

For  more  information: 

MA  Save  lames  Bay  Foundation 
75  Bailey  Street 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
USA 

1-617-265-6263 
Cree@world . std . com 

"RE : Huron  Indian  Cemetery"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Apr  1996  18:25:03  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "D.Z.  English"  <denglish@sfo. com> 

Sub j : Huron  Indian  Cemetery 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

I appologise  for  having  to  bring  this  up  again.  I wish  I didn't  have  to 
air  our  tribal  laundry  in  public  like  this,  but  I really  don't  have  much 
recourse  at  this  point.  I have  received  word  from  the  BIA  that  a decision 
will  be  made  within  the  next  week  whether  or  not  they  will  put  the  land  next 
to  the  Huron  Indian  Cemetery  into  trust. 

I have  put  together  a web  site  with  as  much  information  as  I could  find, 
including  a BIA  ruling  in  the  case  of 

Wyandotte  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  v.  Muskogee  Area  Director  BIA 

Could  someone  please  take  a look  at  it  and  let  me  know  what  this  decision 
means? 

I understand  people  are  on  all  sides  of  this  gambling  issue,  but  should  I 
take  the  silence  I'm  receiving  about  this  issue  to  mean  that  people  condone 
this  kind  of  maneuvering  to  use  a cemetery  for  a casino?  It  seems  to  me  I 
read  somewhere  that  Indian  burial  sites  were  sacred.  Maybe  they're  only 
sacred  until  they've  got  a price  tag,  or  does  the  price  tag  make  it  all  the 
more  sacred? 

Whatever  your  position  about  gambling,  please  write  to  Bruce  Babbitt  and  Ada 
Deer  and  ask  them  to  please  NOT  put  the  land  next  to  the  Huron  Indian 
Cemetery  into  trust  for  a Casino. 

The  Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas,  a state  recognized  indian  nation  (formerly 
known  as  "absentee"  or  "citizen"  Wyandots)  has  for  the  past  130  years 
defended  the  Huron  Indian  Cemetery  from  desecration,  sale  and  commercial 
development  by  the  Wyandotte  Tribe  of  Oklahoma.  We  have  continued  to  use 
the  Huron  Indian  Cemetery  as  a burial  ground  reserved  for  the  Wyandot  people 
as  stipulated  in  the  Treaty  of  1855  and  are  the  direct  lineal  descendants  of 
those  buried  in  the  Huron  Indian  Cemetery.  Further  documentation  about  the 
attempts  at  sale  and  our  efforts  to  preserve  the  cemetery  can  be  found  on 
the  internet  at  http://www.sfo.com/~denglish/huron  cemetery 

The  Wyandotte  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  announced  recently  that  approval  has  been 
given  by  the  BIA  to  transfer  the  status  of  the  property  located  next  to  the 
Huron  Indian  Cemetery  to  trust  status  for  the  purpose  of  building  a casino.  A 
preliminary  opinion  in  favor  the  Wyandottes  of  Oklahoma's  proposal  has  been 
made  by  the  solicitor's  office.  I am  told  by  the  BIA  that  this  matter  is 
currently  under  review  in  their  offices  and  that  a decision  will  be  rendered 
in  two  weeks. 

We  have  received  indication  from  not  only  members  of  the  Wyandot  Nation  of 
Kansas,  but  from  people  nationwide  that  there  is  a very  strong  opposition  to 
the  establishment  of  any  commercial  or  gaming  venture  which  might  encroach 
upon  the  sanctity  of  Huron  Cemetery,  the  hallowed  burial  place  of  our  ancestors. 


We  believe  that  the  cemetery,  held  in  trust  by  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  for  the  use  of  the  Wyandot  Nation  as  a burial  ground,  belongs  to 
the  Wyandot  Nation.  At  a minimum,  we  are  joint  owners  with  our  cousins  of 
the  Wyandotte  Tribe  of  Oklahoma.  However,  since  we  have  continued  to  use 
the  cemetery  both  to  bury  our  loved  ones  and  to  continually  show  respect,  we 
believe  that  we  have  a superior  claim  in  equity. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  concern  in  this  matter. 

Darren  English 

Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas  Cultural  Coordinator 
denglish@sfo.com  http://www.sfo.com/~denglish/huron  cemetery 

www.sfo.com/~denglish/huron  cemetery  Information  about  the  attempt  to 

build  a casino  on  Huron  Indian  Cemetery 
www.sfo.com/~denglish/quindaro  Quindaro  Town  History  Site 

www.sfo.com/~denglish/relations  Jesuit  Relations 

"RE : Big  Mountain  Update"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Apr  1996  20:41:21  GMT 
From:  mosa@netcom.com  (Michele  Lord) 

Sub j : Big  Mountain  Update  -Part  1 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Statement  to  the  Public  on  Behalf  of  the  Traditional  Dine'h  Elders  of  the 
Disputed  Lands  on  the  Former  Joint  Use  Area 

Recognizing  our  religious  obligation  to  steward  the  sacred  ancestral 
land  on  which  we  currently  reside,  the  Traditional  Dine'h  will  not  sign 
the  "Accommodation  Agreement"  in  its  present  state.  Our  allegiance  is 
vested  in  the  land  and  our  Creator  and  we  will  not  compromise  our 
religious  freedoms  in  order  to  facilitate  a politically  expeditious 
agreement . 

The  U.S.  government  and  the  Navajo  Tribal  Council  have  sought  to  keep  us 
and  the  public  out  of  the  settlement  process  and  now  expect  us  to  condone 
a completely  unacceptable  agreement.  We  will  seek  new  legal  counsel  and 
continue  to  pursue  our  religious  freedoms  and  human  rights. 

Our  families  have  suffered  20  years  of  poverty  and  harassment  at  the 
hands  of  the  U.S.  government.  Even  amidst  the  five  years  of  mediation,  the 
BIA  has  continued  to  impound  our  livestock  and  intimidate  Elders  in  an 
effort  to  relocate  us.  Our  health,  family  life,  and  culture  have  suffered 
irreparable  damage. 

The  current  agreement  provides  us  with  no  security  from  future  eviction 
and  provides  us  with  no  means  by  which  we  can  economically  sustain 
ourselves.  Our  families  will  not  be  able  to  afford  to  live  as  full  time 
residents  on  the  land  and  therefore  we  will  not  be  able  to  pass  this 
sacred  land  on  to  our  future  generations.  This  agreement  violates  every 
principle  of  our  religion,  culture  and  sovereignty. 

This  settlement  does  not  address  the  needs  of  thousands  of  refugees  who 
have  already  been  relocated.  We  cannot  dismiss  their  concerns  and  those  of 
family  members  and  part  time  residents  who  will  have  no  rights  under  the 
proposed  agreement. 

Representatives  of  the  Navajo  Nation  and  our  former  attorney,  Lee  Brooke 
Phillips,  have  counseled  us  to  sign  leases  with  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  as 
the  only  way  we  can  avoid  eviction.  We  have  been  warned  to  expect  violence 
from  U.S.  Marshalls  if  we  do  not  sign  this  agreement  by  December  of  1996. 

The  U.S.  government  is  threatening  to  cut-off  relocation  benefits  after 
years,  adding  further  duress  as  we  are  being  asked  to  consider  this 
settlement.  This  settlement  is  a product  of  a United  States  Department  of 
Justice  policy  designed  to  pit  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  against  each  other  in 
an  attempt  to  escape  their  own  responsibility  to  the  Indian  people  of  both 
tribes . 

We  will  not  accept  an  agreement  without  protection  from  eviction  and 
freedom  to  sustain  ourselves  through  our  traditional  lifestyle.  We  are 
undeniably  attached  to  our  sacred  homelands  and  will  not  compromise  our 
obligation  to  continue  to  steward  this  land  so  that  we  can  pass  it  and  our 


culture  on  to  our  future  generations. 


Statement  to  the  Public  on  Behalf  of  the  Traditional  Dine'h  Elders  of 
the  Disputed  Lands  on  the  Former  Joint  Use  Area 

Recognizing  our  religious  obligation  to  steward  the  sacred  ancestral 
land  on  which  we  currently  reside,  the  Traditional  Dine'h  will  not  sign 
the  "Accommodation  Agreement"  in  its  present  state.  Our  allegiance  is 
vested  in  the  land  and  our  Creator  and  we  will  not  compromise  our 
religious  freedoms  in  order  to  facilitate  a politically  expeditious 
agreement . 

The  U.S.  government  and  the  Navajo  Tribal  Council  have  sought  to  keep  us 
and  the  public  out  of  the  settlement  process  and  now  expect  us  to  condone 
a completely  unacceptable  agreement.  We  will  seek  new  legal  counsel  and 
continue  to  pursue  our  religious  freedoms  and  human  rights. 

Our  families  have  suffered  20  years  of  poverty  and  harassment  at  the 
hands  of  the  U.S.  government.  Even  amidst  the  five  years  of  mediation,  the 
BIA  has  continued  to  impound  our  livestock  and  intimidate  Elders  in  an 
effort  to  relocate  us.  Our  health,  family  life,  and  culture  have  suffered 
irreparable  damage. 

The  current  agreement  provides  us  with  no  security  from  future  eviction 
and  provides  us  with  no  means  by  which  we  can  economically  sustain 
ourselves.  Our  families  will  not  be  able  to  afford  to  live  as  full  time 
residents  on  the  land  and  therefore  we  will  not  be  able  to  pass  this 
sacred  land  on  to  our  future  generations.  This  agreement  violates  every 
principle  of  our  religion,  culture  and  sovereignty. 

This  settlement  does  not  address  the  needs  of  thousands  of  refugees  who 
have  already  been  relocated.  We  cannot  dismiss  their  concerns  and  those  of 
family  members  and  part  time  residents  who  will  have  no  rights  under  the 
proposed  agreement. 

Representatives  of  the  Navajo  Nation  and  our  former  attorney,  Lee  Brooke 
Phillips,  have  counseled  us  to  sign  leases  with  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  as 
the  only  way  we  can  avoid  eviction.  We  have  been  warned  to  expect  violence 
from  U.S.  Marshalls  if  we  do  not  sign  this  agreement  by  December  of  1996. 

The  U.S.  government  is  threatening  to  cut-off  relocation  benefits  after 
years,  adding  further  duress  as  we  are  being  asked  to  consider  this 
settlement.  This  settlement  is  a product  of  a United  States  Department  of 
Justice  policy  designed  to  pit  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  against  each  other  in 
an  attempt  to  escape  their  own  responsibility  to  the  Indian  people  of  both 
tribes . 

We  will  not  accept  an  agreement  without  protection  from  eviction  and 
freedom  to  sustain  ourselves  through  our  traditional  lifestyle.  We  are 
undeniably  attached  to  our  sacred  homelands  and  will  not  compromise  our 
obligation  to  continue  to  steward  this  land  so  that  we  can  pass  it  and  our 
culture  on  to  our  future  generations. 


Lee  Brooke  Phillips 
Attorney  at  Law 
224  East  Birch 
Flagstaff  AZ  86001 
Tel:  520-779-1580 
Fax:  520-779-2909 

March  18,  1996 

PROCESS  FOR  PRESENTING  PROPOSED  ACCOMMODATION  AGREEMENT  TO  NAVAJO  FAMILIES 
AND  THEIR  DECISION  TO  ACCEPT  OR  REJECT  THE  AGREEMENT 

1.  Accommodation  Agreement  (A.G.)  approved  by  family 
representatives.  (Nov.  1995) 

2.  Various  documents  put  together  into  one  document  with  one  cover 
sheet.  (Jan  1996) 

3.  Update  meetings  with  family  representatives  and  HPL 
communities.  (Feb.  1996) 

4.  Mapping  of  HPL  homesites.  (Jan.,  Feb.  & Mar.  1996) 

5.  Mediation  meeting  with  David  Lombardi.  (March  14,  1996) 

6.  Update  meeting  with  family  representatives.  (March  18,  1996) 


7.  Update  meetings  with  HPL  communities.  (March  19  & 20,  1996) 

8.  Senate  Hearing  to  review  A.  G.  and  Hopi/U.S.  Agreement.  (March  28,  1996) 

9.  Educational  meetings  with  HPL  communities.  (April,  May  1996) 

10.  Written  notice  to  all  full-time  residents  on  HPL  about  proposed 
A.G . (Dune,  Duly  1996) 

11.  Families  who  wish  to  stay  on  HPL  can  begin  to  sign  A.G.  (Dune  1996) 

12.  Families  who  oppose  A.G.  can  file  written  objections  with  the  Federal 
Court  and  request  a hearing  on  their  objections.  (Dune,  Duly  1996) 

13.  Families  who  sign  A.G.  will  work  with  Navajo  Nation  to  set  up  new 
grazing  program  and  begin  new  construction  of  homes,  etc.  (Dune,  Duly,  Aug. 
1996) 

14.  Federal  Court  hearing  on  objections  to  proposed  A.G.  Court  will 
either  approve  or  reject  proposed  A.G. 

15.  Court  will  issue  its  decision  either  accepting  or  rejecting  the 
proposed  A.G.  (August,  Sept.  1996) 

16.  Families  will  continue  to  consider  the  proposed  A.G.  (Sept., 

Oct.,  Nov.  1996) 

17.  Final  deadline  to  sign  A.G.  (Dec.  1996) 

18.  Families  who  accept  and  sign  Agreement  have  three  (3)  years  to 
live  with  Agreement  and  remain  eligible  for  relocation  assistance. 

19.  Families  who  reject  the  Agreement  will  be  subject  to  eviction 
once  relocation  homes  are  built  for  them  on  New  Lands. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

+ If  you  have  come  here  to  help  me, 

Michele  Lord  + you  are  wasting  your  time 

LoomWork  + But  if  you  have  come  because 

http://www.ratical.com/  + your  liberation  is  bound  up  with  mine, 

mosa@netcom.com  + then  let  us  work  together. 

Aboriginal  Woman 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"RE : NA  Prisoners  at  the  Stillwater  State"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Apr  1996  10:58:52  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@MAROON.TC.UMN. EDU> 

Sub j : Indian  prisoners 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

Are  your  spiritual  and  religious  beliefs  a sacred  right  (rite)  to  practice? 
The  Circle  newspaper  April  1996  issue  did  a cover  story.  Native  Rites,  by 
Mark  Anthony  Rolo.  "Native  American  Prisoners  at  the  Stillwater  State 
Correctional  Facility  say  their  spiritual  rights  are  being  locked  out.  They 
are  taking  the  prison  system  to  court  to  get  those  rights  back."  The  Indian 
American  Folklore  Group  filed  a class  action  federal  lawsuit  against  the 
Minnesota  State  Corrections  Department,  last  fall.  Attorney,  Dordan  Kushner, 
is  representing  IAFG. 

Audrey  Dackson,  an  elder  of  the  White  Earth  reservation,  has  started  a 
raffle  to  help  pay  legal  costs.  Tickets  are  six  for  $5  or  $1  each.  Some  of 
the  prizes  are  beadwork,  wildrice,  paintings,  posters,  and  more.  Make  checks 
payable  to  the  Indian  American  Folklore  Group  (IAFG)  and  mail  them  with  a 
SASE  to  Kathy  Zachery,  529  South  7th  St.,  Sexton  Bldg.,  #636,  Mpls,  MN  55115. 
IAFG  is  a 501(c)3  organization  and  contributions  are  tax  deductible. 

Drawings  will  be  held  at  the  American  Indian  Student  Association  Pow  Wow, 
UofM,  May  11  & 12  and  at  the  Powderhorn  Park  Pow  Wow,  May  18  & 19,  in 
Minneapolis.  FFI  call  Zachery  612/288-0545  daytime. 

PS:  See  cover  story.  Cracking  Down,  April  3,  1996  City  Pages,  by  Dennifer 
Vogel.  "Rising  repression  means  escalating  tensions  at  Oak  Park  Heights,  the 
state's  only  maximum-security  prison."  Is  there  a similar  environment  at 
Stillwater. 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu 
Voi:  612/377-4212 
Fax:  612/377-7020 


RE:  Cree  Win  Hunting  Rights 


Date:  Sat,  6 Apr  96  23:37:00  UTC  0000 
From:  Brave  Star  <a . horovitch@genie . com> 

Sub j : Cree  Win  Hunting  Rights 

UUCP  email 

According  to  an  article  in  the  Southam  Chain  of  newspapers  on  Apr.  4 the 
Supreme  court  of  Canada  has  upheld  the  right  of  Northern  Prairie  Crees  to 
hunt  on  private  land  that  isn't  settled  or  being  used  for  commercial 
purposes.  The  decision  though  flowing  from  Alberta  cases,  could  apply  to 
aboriginal  across  the  Prairies  with  treaties  similar  to  the  one  signed  by 
the  Crees. 

The  matter  began  with  the  prosecution  of  three  Indians  under  provincial 
wildlife  laws  for  hunting  out  of  season  or  without  a license.  All  three 
men  were  convicted  in  the  provincial  court  and  their  subsequent  appeals 
failed . 

An  1899  treaty,  involving  vast  land  tracts  in  what  is  now  northern 
Alberta,  northeaster  BC  and  part  of  the  Northwest  territories  extended 
hunting,  fishing  and  trapping  rights  to  Indians.  It  said  the  right  would 
not  apply  on  land  taken  up  for  settlement,  mining,  lumbering,  trading  or 
other  purposes. 

The  high  court  said  the  right  to  hunt  should  be  decided  on  a case  by 
case  basis.  "If  the  lands  are  occupied  , put  to  visible  use  which  is 
incompatible  with  hunting,  Indians  will  not  have  a right  to  access." 

The  high  court  said  reasonable  licensing  regulations  aimed  at  ensuring 
safety  do  not  infringe  aboriginal  treaty  rights  to  hunt  for  food.  But  the 
portion  of  the  law  that  sets  out  hunting  seasons  does  infringe  those 
rights,  which  say  no  limits  can  be  imposed  on  when  the  band  members  hunt. 

Although  this  was  not  a complete  victory  for  native  hunting  rights,  it 
is  a good  step  in  the  right  direction. 

Brave  Star 

- — "RE:  Good  Medicine"  

Date:  3:21  PM  Apr  5,  1996 
From:  snowy@selway.umt.edu 
Sub j : Good  Medicine 

Newsgroup:  ape. indig. health 

[Copyright  1996:  The  University  of  Montana-Missoula,  Montanan  Magazine 
January  1996;  and  is  posted  with  permission.]  May  reprint  with 
permission.  Direct  any  inquiries  to:  davidpur@selway.umt.edu 
or  snowy@selway.umt.edu 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Culture  Good  Medicine 

Combining  Modern  Medicine  and  Native  Healing 
by  Marga  Lincoln 

"When  I first  learned  I had  cancer,  it  was  just  absolutely  devastating," 
says  Jerry  Slater,  vice  president  of  academic  affairs  at  Salish-Kootenai 
College  and  an  enrolled  tribal  member.  Diagnosed  with  bone  cancer  in  July 
1994,  Slater  was  told  by  doctors  that  the  disease  would  run  its  course. 
Slater,  who  describes  himself  as  a "fix-it"  type  of  person,  was  suddenly 
faced  with  "something  that  couldn't  be  fixed." 

"Immediately  I went  into  a deep  depression,"  he  recalls.  "I  could  wake 
up  and  it  was  like  something  black  was  sitting  on  my  chest  and  face, 
almost  smothering  me." 

His  brother-in-law,  a Blackfeet  medicine  man,  approached  Slater  and 
offered  to  help.  Slater  accepted  because  he  "had  nothing  to  lose."  He  had 
not  sought  out  a native  healer  on  his  own,  he  says,  because  he  was  not 
raised  practicing  tribal  traditions.  "I'm  thankful  I found  this  way, 
otherwise  I would  have  been  treating  this  one  little  part  of  me,"  he  says. 


Like  an  increasing  number  of  American  Indians  and  non-Indians,  Slater 
decided  to  use  both  a doctor  and  a native  healer  to  treat  his  bone 
cancer.  He  regularly  consulted  with  a cancer  specialist  and  received  six 
chemotherapy  treatments.  With  his  native  healer,  he  took  part  in  five 
healing  ceremonies  that  involved  medicine  bundles,  prayer,  song  and 
sweats.  "Together  they  seem  quite  powerful,"  Slater  says  of  the  combined 
medical  practices.  "That's  why  I am  working  with  both." 

Modern  allopathic  medicine  focuses  on  the  physical  aspects  of  illness  or 
injury.  Using  research-based  treatments,  physicians  approach  medical 
conditions  by  treating  symptoms.  While  native  healing  varies  by  tribe, 
it  generally  treats  illness  as  a disruption  of  the  mind,  body  and  spirit. 
Healing  seeks  to  restore  balance  and  harmony,  whether  the  problem  is 
physical,  emotional  or  spiritual. 

As  soon  as  Slater  began  working  with  a healer,  his  depression  began  to 
lift.  "I  just  seemed  to  relax,  to  calm  down.  I developed  a different 
attitude  about  myself,"  he  says.  He  changed  to  a healthier  diet  and  began 
to  exercise  regularly.  "I  began  to  take  better  care  of  myself.  If  you 
truly  respect  yourself,  it's  much  easier  to  take  care  of  yourself." 

Slater  also  developed  a different  attitude  about  his  illness.  He  has 
learned  to  be  thankful  for  what  he  has.  "Everything  that  happens,  there's 
a reason,"  he  says.  "I  had  to  re-examine  my  life  and  relationships.  My 
family  and  health  became  a higher  priority  for  me  than  work.  There's 
almost  a gift  within  the  illness.  My  life  is  so  much  richer  now.  My  life 
is  this  particular  day." 

He  gestures  out  his  office  window  to  the  Mission  Mountains,  lit  with  a 
golden  autumn  light.  "I  think  of  the  phenomenal  beauty  of  this  world. 

There  are  cycles  of  life  that  are  deep  and  profound.  I am  just  a part  of 
the  rhythm  and  cycle.  I am  finding  that  place  of  harmony." 

If  modern  medicine  treated  a person's  spirit  as  well  as  the  body.  Slater 
believes  it  could  reduce  a patient's  anxiety  and  fear.  Slater  found 
native  healing  eased  his  fears  and  helped  him  become  more  involved  in  his 
own  treatment.  "You're  told  by  Western  medicine  there's  nothing  you  can 
do.  There's  mechanical  intervention,"  he  says.  "In  Native  American 
medicine,  you  have  to  participate.  If  you  don't  do  anything,  nothing's 
going  to  happen . " 

Doctors  are  kept  too  busy  staying  abreast  of  the  latest  medical 
developments  to  explore  alternative  types  of  healing,  he  says.  "In  the 
Western  way  of  medicine,  they  try  to  hard  to  be  honest,"  he  says. 

"They're  very  careful  not  to  deceive  you.  What  they  don't  understand  is 
they  don't  give  you  enough  hope  - the  kinds  of  things  you  need.  They're 
cold  and  factual.  Their  vision  of  us  is  too  narrow." 

Native  Healing  and  Hospitals 

Bonnie  Craig,  director  of  UM  Native  American  Studies,  reached  the  same 
conclusion  during  treatment  of  ovarian  cancer.  Her  experiences  as  a 
Blackfeet  Indian  in  a Seattle  hospital  were  the  impetus  for  a conference 
on  American  Indian  health  care  issues  that  was  held  at  UM  in  April  1995. 
The  conference  featured  American  Indian  physicians  and  practitioners  who 
find  traditional  healing  complements  their  medical  practice. 

"When  I was  diagnosed  with  cancer,  I felt  schizophrenic,"  Craig  says.  "I 
felt  pulled  to  my  personal  roots,  yet  part  of  me  was  pulled  to  modern 
technology.  I made  a personal  choice  to  bring  together  doctors,  nurses 
and  tribal  healers."  Fear  was  at  the  root  of  her  decision  to  use  both 
modern  medicine  and  traditional  healing,  she  says.  "I  needed  a foot  in 
both  worlds  in  order  to  feel  comfortable." 

Unlike  modern  medicine,  native  healing  treats  the  mind,  body  and  the 
spirit,  Craig  says.  "It  places  you  in  the  middle  of  your  family  or  your 
tribal  members,  who  surround  you  and  give  you  their  support  and  their 
love.  There's  a continuum  of  prayer  that  goes  on  constantly." 

In  the  course  of  her  treatment,  Craig  took  part  in  numerous  healing 
ceremonies.  She  also  had  a hysterectomy,  follow-up  surgery,  taxol 
treatments  and  high-dose  chemotherapy.  The  chemotherapy  took  an 
incredible  physical  toll.  "A  couple  of  times  I felt  near  death,"  she 
says . 

Craig's  hospital  experiences  varied  widely.  One  of  her  specialists  took 


an  interest  in  getting  to  know  her  and  learning  about  her  cultural 
practices.  He  urged  her  to  treat  her  cancer  like  a boxing  match,  to 
strike  the  first  blow  and  always  get  back  up. 

This  was  in  sharp  contrast  to  a later  trip  Craig  made  to  the  same 
hospital.  Each  day  a team  of  a dozen  specialists  entered  Craig's  room  to 
examine  her.  There  was  no  conversation.  "They  didn't  know  who  I am," 

Craig  says.  "They  were  not  relating  to  me  as  a person."  At  one  point  she 
became  so  frustrated  that  she  stopped  them  as  they  were  leaving.  "There 
is  more  to  healing  than  just  putting  medicine  in  a body,"  she  told  them. 
"You  are  not  treating  my  mind.  You  are  not  allowing  my  spirit  to  heal." 

The  hospital  also  interfered  with  her  praying,  Craig  says.  "My  prayer 
involves  smudging"  - burning  sweetgrasses  to  ground  her  spirit  and 
communicate  with  the  Creator.  "The  fire  marshal  was  called  in.  I was 
pointedly  asked  "do  not  do  this.'  I couldn't  rely  on  who  I am  as  a spirit 
person . " 

Combining  Traditions 

A Mohawk  physician  who  spoke  at  the  April  conference  says,  "people  really 
fall  back  on  their  traditional  ways,  particularly  in  times  of  stress." 

Dr.  Theresa  Maresca  works  with  traditional  healers  to  help  her  patients 
and  honors  such  patient  requests  as  allowing  an  Indian  grandmother  to 
witness  the  birth  of  her  grandson  so  she  could  greet  him  with  a gifting 
ceremony. 

Maresca  suggests  that  medical  professionals  learn  to  greet  Indian 
patients  in  their  native  language  and  make  their  medical  offices  more 
welcoming.  Receptionists  need  to  be  understanding  about  appointment 
times,  she  says,  because  many  Indians  on  reservations  lack  reliable 
transportation.  She  also  advises  medical  professionals  to  look  at  the 
pictures  and  messages  on  waiting  room  walls  and  ask  themselves,  "What's 
there  that  greets  people  and  says  this  is  a place  of  healing?" 

It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  translate  Western  medical  terminology  into 
native  languages,  Maresca  says.  One  of  her  older  patients  laughed 
heartily  when  the  radiologist  told  him  about  a diagnosis  in  his  native 
tongue.  When  asked,  he  replied  that  he  had  just  been  told,  "You  have  a 
large  lightning  bolt  coming  out  of  your  face." 

"The  Indian  Health  Service  is  long  overdue  in  utilizing  traditional 
medicine  people,"  says  Gordon  Belcourt,  who  organized  UM's  American 
Indian  health  care  conference.  "In  the  past,  the  Indian  Health  Service 
has  excluded  traditional  medicine." 

Traditional  healers  provide  invaluable  counsel  and  support  to  people  who 
are  sick,  says  Belcourt,  a former  executive  director  of  National  Indian 
Health  and  a tribal  health  director  on  the  Blackfeet  Reservation.  "I've 
seen  people  with  heart  problems,  cancer  and  tremendous  mental  problems 
have  miraculous  recoveries,"  he  says.  "Medicine  people  also  help  those 
who  are  dying.  They  come  in  and  clean  your  body,  and  sing,  and  pray  with 
you,  encouraging  you  to  leave  without  fighting." 

Currently  there  are  several  crises  facing  traditional  healing.  One  is 
that  medicine  bundles  used  in  healing  ceremonies  are  locked  in  museums. 

For  example,  Belcourt  says,  a Blackfeet  beaver  bundle  that  has  tremendous 
power  to  help  alcoholics  and  drug  addicts  is  locked  in  an  Canadian  museum 
vault.  If  it  is  not  returned  soon,  he  fears  that  the  elders  who  know  how 
to  use  the  bundle  will  be  gone. 

"Medicine  bundles  are  living  entities  with  powers  from  the  Creator," 
Belcourt  says.  "They  need  to  be  cared  for  like  a baby.  There  are  songs 
and  rituals  that  are  done  to  care  for  the  bundle  properly  and  preserve 
its  powers." 

Another  problem  is  that  native  language  and  ceremonies  are  dying  with 
tribal  elders.  In  the  Blackfeet  tribe,  there  were  300  elders  in  1968; 
today  there  are  sixty-five.  Merle  Yellow  Kidney,  a Blackfeet  medicine 
lodge  keeper  and  a drug  abuse  counselor  for  the  Salish  and  Kootenai 
Tribes,  says  native  language  is  the  root  of  all  ceremonies.  He  is 
saddened  that  some  of  those  who  lead  ceremonies  are  not  fluent  in 
Blackfeet.  "When  you  call  an  eagle,  it  has  to  be  called  by  the  correct 
name,"  he  says.  "There  are  seven  different  eagles.  You  can't  just  say 
eagle . " 


Yellow  Kidney  knows  that  the  Western-trained  mind  may  be  skeptical  of 
traditional  healing.  That's  not  his  concern.  "Spiritually,  to  make 
everything  all  right,  we  have  to  stop  being  what  everyone  else  wants  us 
to  be,"  he  says. 

Healers  do  not  claim  to  be  able  to  cure  every  illness  every  time,  he 
says,  nor  do  they  boast  of  their  power.  "I  observe  the  spirit  world.  As 
much  as  they  allow,  I am  a guest  there,"  Yellow  Kidney  says.  "If  I am  in 
luck,  they  will  come  to  me  in  a sweat  lodge.  They'll  tell  me  this  person 
needs  this  root.  We  manipulate  the  plants  and  the  spirit  of  the  other 
side.  If  everything  is  right,  it  will  work." 

To  heal  the  body  and  heal  the  spirit,  many  Indians  are  combining  the 
power  of  both  medical  traditions.  "I  wouldn't  be  here  without  one  or  the 
other,"  Craig  says.  "I'm  here  because  of  the  choices  I've  made  to 
survive. " 

While  one  practice  offers  the  latest  scientific  knowledge  and  technology, 
the  other  provides  strength  and  solace.  "Traditional  healers  never  say,  'We 
can't  help  you,'"  says  Craig.  "There's  endless  hope  till  the  last  breath." 

"RE : Reviews:  Books  by  and  About  NAs"  

Date:  3 Apr  1996  23:47:53  GMT 

From:  brock@ucsub. Colorado. EDU  (Steve  Brock) 

Sub j : Short  reviews  of  books  by  and  about  Native  Americans 

Newsgroups : rec . arts . books, alt . books . reviews, alt . native, soc . culture . native 

Here  are  several  short  reviews  of  new  and  recent  books  by  and  about  Native 
Americans.  All  reviews  are  written  by  Steve  Brock: 

SACRED  WATER  and  LAGUNA  WOMAN  by  Leslie  Marmon  Silko.  Flood  Plain  Press, 
8000  West  Camino  Del  Cerro,  Tucson,  AZ  85745,  FAX:  (520)  743-9572. 
Illustrated.  "Sacred  Water"  is  88  pp.,  $12.00  paper,  0-9636554-4-21  and 
"Laguna  Woman"  is  48  pp.,  $12.00  paper,  0-9636554-4-22. 

These  two  well-received  books  of  poetry,  photography,  and  narratives  are 
now  available  in  second  editions,  offset  printed  with  Silko' s photographs 
and  drawings  reproduced  on  a copy  machine  ("so  they  won't  get  in  the  way 
of  the  words,"  she  says).  The  run  of  each  is  limited  to  2,500  copies. 

Grade  for  each:  A.  Also  available:  limited  editions  of  "Sacred  Water," 
hand-sewn  and  glued  by  Silko  (I  bet  Gus  helps  her)  and  bound  in  hand-made 
paper  created  by  Stephen  Watson  in  Albuquerque.  The  Blue  Corn  edition 
(with  bits  of  blue  corn  in  the  paper)  is  $35.00  plus  $3.00  shipping,  and 
the  Volcanic  Ash  edition  (with  volcanic  ash  from  Albuquerque  volcanoes), 
is  $100.00  plus  $3.00  shipping.  Blue  Corn  is  limited  to  750  copies  and 
Volcanic  Ash  is  limited  to  250  copies.  Both  versions  are  numbered  and 
signed  by  the  author  and  make  grand  gifts.  Flood  Plain  Press  is  owned  by 
Silko.  Grade  for  both:  A+. 

TALES  FROM  THE  DENA:  INDIAN  STORIES  FROM  THE  TANANA,  KOYUKUK,  AND  YUKON 
RIVERS,  edited  by  Frederica  de  Laguna,  illustrated  by  Dale  DeArmond. 
University  of  Washington  Press,  P.0.  Box  50096,  Seattle,  WA  98145-5096, 

(800)  441-4115,  (206)  543-3932  FAX.  Illustrated,  index,  commentary,  list 
of  sources,  maps.  372  pp.,  $29.95  cloth.  0-295-97429-X 

The  forty-one  stories  in  this  volume  were  collected  by  de  Laguna  from 
Alaska's  Yukon  Valley  in  1935  as  part  of  a small  archaeological 
reconnaissance.  Meant  to  entertain  as  well  as  instruct,  the  stories,  many 
of  a time  long-ago  when  animals  and  humans  could  communicate  (and 
occasionally  trade  shapes),  are  accompanied  by  73  woodcuts  by  DeArmond,  as 
well  as  (a  bit  too  much)  commentary  on  their  cultural  and  religious  use  by 
Alaska  Natives.  Grade:  A- . 

THE  GIFT  OF  THE  SACRED  PIPE,  edited  and  illustrated  by  Vera  Louise 
Drysdale.  University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  1005  Asp  Ave.,  Norman,  OK  73019, 
(800)  627-7377,  (405)  325-5000  FAX.  Illustrated,  index.  118  pp.,  $29.95 
paper.  0-8061-2311-7 

Based  on  the  seven  rites  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  as  related  by  Black  Elk, 


Drysdale  has  added  luminous  and  inspiring  illustrations  (8  color  paintings 
and  28  charcoal  drawings),  that  add  an  extra  dimension  to  the  story  of 
White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  and  her  gift  of  spiritual  power.  Grade:  A. 

PATHS  TO  CENTRAL  AMERICAN  PREHISTORY,  edited  by  Frederick  W.  Lange. 
University  Press  of  Colorado,  Box  849,  Niwot,  CO  80544,  (303)  530-5337, 

FAX:  (303)  530-5306.  Illustrated,  index,  references,  notes,  maps.  399  pp. 
$45.00  cloth.  0-87081-402-8 

These  are  the  collected  papers  of  the  conference  "Paths  Through  Central 
American  Prehistory,"  which  Lange  and  Doris  Z.  Stone  organized  in  1991, 
exploring  topics  such  as  ceramic  varieties,  stemmed  and  notched  points, 
investigations  of  the  Tivives  mangrove  and  Lake  Managua  regions,  and 
isotopes  of  human  bones.  The  volume  contributes  needed  information  on 
areas  in  which  even  rudimentary  information  is  lacking.  Grade:  B+. 

BEYOND  THE  FOUR  CORNERS  OF  THE  WORLD:  A NAVAJO  WOMAN'S  JOURNEY  by  Emily 
Benedek.  Alfred  A.  Knopf,  201  E.  50th  St.,  N.Y.,  NY  10022,  (800)  638- 
6460,  FAX:  (212)  572-2593.  Illustrated,  notes,  two  appendices.  363  pp., 
$25.00  cloth.  0-679-42143-2 

Benedek  relates  the  story  of  Ella  Bedonie,  who  was  adopted  into  a Mormon 
family  as  a child  but  returned  to  the  Navajo  way  of  life  to  live  with  her 
extended  family  after  she  grew  up.  While  the  book  is  a well-written 
portrayal  of  a strong  young  woman  caught  between  cultures  (when  she 
discovers  that  she  has  breast  cancer,  Ella  undergoes  chemotherapy  as  well 
as  traditional  Navajo  healing  ceremonies),  the  author  goes  over  much  of 
the  same  ground  as  that  of  her  previous  book:  "The  Wind  Won't  Know  Me:  A 
History  of  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute."  Grade:  B. 

THE  SPIRAL  OF  MEMORY:  INTERVIEWS  by  Hoy  Harjo,  edited  by  Laura  Coltelli. 
University  of  Michigan  Press,  839  Greene  Street,  Ann  Arbor,  MI  48106-1104, 
(313)  764-4388,  FAX:  (313)  936-0456.  On  the  WWW  the  University  of 
Michigan  Press  home  page  is  at  http://www.press.umich.edu,  and  their  e- 
mail  address  for  orders  is  etrager@umich.edu.  142  pp.,  $39.50  cloth  (0- 
472-09581-1),  $13.95  paper  (0-472-06581-5). 

This  volume  in  the  acclaimed  "Poets  On  Poetry"  series  contains  eleven 
interviews  of  Harjo  by  Joseph  Bruchac,  Bill  Moyers,  Helen  Jaskoski,  Carol 
H.  Grimes,  Donelle  R.  Ruwe,  and  others,  examining  such  themes  as  the  oral 
tradition,  writing  as  a means  of  survival,  the  healing  capacity  of 
language,  the  multiple  messages  of  Harjo' s much-praised  poem,  "She  Had 
Some  Horses,"  and  the  constant  claiming  of  self.  Coltelli 's  editing  makes 
Harjo 's  distinct  experiences  and  perceptions  abundantly  clear.  Perfect 
for  undergraduate  classes  in  poetry  and  Native  American  literature. 

Grade:  A- . 

HISTORIC  CONTACT:  INDIAN  PEOPLE  AND  COLONISTS  IN  TODAY'S  NORTHEASTERN 
UNITED  STATES  IN  THE  SIXTEENTH  THROUGH  EIGHTEENTH  CENTURIES  by  Robert  S. 
Grumet.  University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  1005  Asp  Ave.,  Norman,  OK  73019, 
(800)  627-7377,  (405)  325-5000  FAX.  Illustrated,  index,  bibliography, 
maps.  544  pp.,  $47.50  cloth.  0-8061-2700-7 

Part  of  a National  Historic  Landmark  Theme  Study  on  historic  contact, 
"Historic  Contact"  concentrates  on  thirty-four  subregions  called  "Indian 
Countries,"  focusing  on  sites  of  intercultural  contact.  The  result  is  an 
authoritative  reference  that  will  guide  archaeological  preservation 
efforts  in  the  years  to  come.  Grade:  A. 

PRAYER  TO  THE  GREAT  MYSTERY:  THE  UNCOLLECTED  WRITINGS  AND  PHOTOGRA-PHY  OF 
EDWARD  S.  CURTIS,  edited  by  Gerald  Hausman  and  Bob  Kapoun.  St.  Martin's 
Press,  175  Fifth  Ave,  N.Y.,  NY  10010,  (800)  221-7945,  FAX:  (212)  420-9314. 
Illustrated,  index,  selected  bibliography,  notes,  maps,  two  appendices, 
chronology.  258  pp.,  $27.50  cloth.  0-312-13591-2 

Published  to  coincide  with  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  launch  of 
Curtis's  photographic  career,  Kapoun  and  Hausman  have  extracted 
photographs  and  text  (primarily  myths  and  stories)  from  his  rare  20-volume 
"The  North  American  Indian,"  along  with  many  other  photographs  (from  the 
Library  of  Congress)  never  before  published.  This  is  an  exceptional  and 


elegant  offering.  Grade:  A. 


TRADING  POST  GUIDEBOOK:  WHERE  TO  FIND  THE  TRADING  POSTS,  GALLERIES, 
AUCTIONS,  ARTISTS,  AND  MUSEUMS  OF  THE  FOUR  CORNERS  REGION  by  Patrick 
Eddington  and  Susan  Makov.  Northland  Publishing,  P.O.  Box  1389,  Flagstaff 
AZ  86002-1389,  (800)  346-3257,  (800)  257-9082  FAX.  Northland  also  has  a 
line  of  southwestern  design  T-shirts  and  other  gifts.  Illustrated  (260 
total,  115  in  color),  index,  references,  glossary,  maps.  264  pp.,  $17.95 
cloth.  0-87358-612-3 

Modern  and  archival  photographs  decorate  this  celebration  of  one  of  the 
few  positive  effects  of  railroads  on  Native  Americans.  Eddington  and 
Makov  provide  a rich  mixture  of  information,  not  just  about  where  to  find 
Indian  arts  and  crafts  (both  on  and  off  the  reservation),  but  also  lists 
of  specialties,  background  information  on  the  artists,  and  proper 
etiquette,  though  there  is  no  mention  of  where  to  get  the  magnificent 
pottery  of  Dextra  Nampeyo.  Required  reading  for  collectors  and  anyone 
traveling  to  the  Southwest.  Grade:  A- . 

IN  SEARCH  OF  THE  OLD  ONES:  EXPLORING  THE  ANASAZI  WORLD  OF  THE  SOUTHWEST  by 
David  Roberts.  Simon  and  Schuster,  1230  Avenue  of  the  Americas,  N.Y.,  NY 
10020,  (800)  223-2336,  FAX:  (212)  698-7007.  Illustrated,  index,  selected 
bibliography,  chronology,  glossary,  map.  271  pp.,  $24.00  cloth.  0-684- 
81078-6 

Roberts  furnishes  a historical  guide  to  the  Anasazi  cliff  dwellings  and 
ruins  in  the  southwestern  United  States  and  speculates  on  why  the  ancient 
people  apparently  fled  the  area,  leaving  many  sites  in  pristine  condition, 
leaning  toward  the  spread  of  the  Pueblo  Katchina  faith,  into  which  the 
Anasazi  may  have  been  integrated.  Also  investigated  is  the  ethics  of 
taking  artifacts,  and  Roberts  walks  the  tightrope  between  archaeologists 
advocating  removal  and  those  in  favor  of  creating  outdoor  museums.  I say 
"Leave  'Em  There!"  An  enthusiastic  and  adventure-filled  presentation, 
perfect  for  preparing  a trip  to  the  region;  definitely  not  a substitute. 
Grade:  B+. 

THE  RETURN  OF  CULTURAL  TREASURES,  SECOND  EDITION,  by  Heannette  Greenfield. 
Cambridge  University  Press,  40  W.  20th  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10011-4211, 
(800)  872-7423,  FAX:  (212)  691-3239.  Illustrated,  index,  select 
bibliography,  notes,  maps.  373  pp.,  $80.00  cloth  (0-521-47170-2),  $29.95 
paper  (0-521-47746-8). 

"It  is  not  seemly  nor  of  good  report 
That  thieves  at  home  must  hang,  but  he  that  puts 
Into  his  overgorged  and  bloated  purse 
The  wealth  of  Indian  nations,  escapes" 

--  William  Cowper 

Around  the  world,  the  looting  of  cultural  treasures  continues,  but  in 
this  second  edition  of  the  1989  original  investigation  of  repatriation 
efforts,  Greenfield  sees  a renewed  reappraisal  of  the  rights  of  indigenous 
peoples.  Of  interest  to  those  in  the  U.S.  are  the  reburial  of  Indian 
remains  in  18  states,  the  return  of  artifacts  to  tribes  by  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  and  the  Passage  of  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and 
Repatriation  Act  of  1990  (NAGPRA;  the  Smithsonian  and  funerary  artifacts 
are  exempt  from  this  law).  Though  she  sees  a clear  trend  in  cultural 
return,  Greenfield,  an  anthropologist,  unsuccessfully  tries  to  produce 
balance  in  a lopsided  controversy  driven  by  greed  and  oppression.  Grade:  B 

THE  WIND  IS  MY  MOTHER:  THE  LIFE  AND  TEACHINGS  OF  A NATIVE  AMERICAN  SHAMAN 
by  Bear  Heart  with  Molly  Larkin.  Clarkson  Potter  Publish-ers,  201  E. 

50th  St.,  N.Y.,  NY  10022,  (800)  638-6460,  (212)  572-2593  FAX.  272  pp., 
$24.00  cloth.  0-517-70283-5 

Bear  Heart  Williams,  a Muskogee  Creek,  relates  the  ceremonies  that  made 
him  a shaman  and  dispenses  grandfatherly  advice  on  living  a life  of 
prosperity.  The  legends  he  tells  are  age-old  and  his  defense  of  the 
Native  American  Church  is  commendable,  but  he  crosses  the  line  into 
questionable  territory  when  providing  confidential  information  on  the 
Sacred  Pipe  Ceremony,  and  others,  that  I don't  believe  should  be  in  the 


hands  of  the  uninitiated.  Grade:  B- . 


ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  WOLF  AND  THE  FIRST  PEOPLES,  essays  by  Joseph  Marshall  III. 

Red  Crane  Books,  2008  Rosina  St.,  Suite  B,  Santa  Fe,  NM  87505,  (800)  922- 
3392,  (505)  989-7476  FAX.  253  pp.,  $13.95  paper.  1-878610-45-7 

Marshall's  eleven  essays  explore  Native  American  history  and  culture, 
provide  meaningful  commentary  on  contemporary  issues,  and  search  for  the 
hidden  purposes  of  everyday  events.  Whether  starring  in  a movie  (becoming 
a member  of  the  cinema  tribe),  explaining  why  not  all  Indians  dance,  or 
providing  a personal  interpretation  of  history,  Marshall's  words 
accommodate  many  levels  of  meaning  and  should  be  read  with  care.  This  is 
Marshall's  first  book  of  nonfiction,  he  has  also  written  "Winter  of  the 
Holy  Iron."  Grade:  A. 

ON  SECOND  THOUGHT:  A COMPILATION  by  Maurice  Kenny.  University  of  Oklahoma 
Press,  1005  Asp  Ave.,  Norman,  OK  73019,  (800)  627-7377,  (405)  325-5000  FAX. 
283  pp.,  $24.95  cloth.  0-8061-2766-X 
With  a short  autobiography  as  an  introduction,  this  collection  of  poetry, 
essays,  criticism,  and  short  fiction  (most  are  excerpted  from  previous 
works)  is  Kenny  at  his  best  - a gleaming  reflection  that  spans  physical 
and  psychological  expanses  from  the  canyons  of  Navajoland  to  the  canyons 
of  New  York  City.  Highly  recommended  for  classes  in  Native  American 
literature.  Grade:  A. 

Short  Mentions: 

BUFFALO  WOMAN  by  Dorothy  M.  Johnson.  University  of  Nebraska  Press/Bison 
Books,  901  N.  17th  St.,  Lincoln,  NE  68588-0520,  (800)  755-1105,  FAX:  (402) 
472-6214.  The  University  of  Nebraska  Press  WWW  home  page  is  at  http://www. 
unl.edu/up/home.htm,  and  their  email  address  is  press@unlinfo.unl.edu. 

254  pp.,  $10.00  paper.  0-8032-7583-8.  A fact-based  story  of  strength 
and  tragedy  as  a young  Oglala  Sioux  woman  struggles  to  survive  during  the 
Indian  wars  of  the  mid-1800s.  Originally  published  in  1977.  Grade:  B+. 

CADDO  INDIANS:  WHERE  WE  COME  FROM  by  Cecile  Elkins  Carter.  University  of 
Oklahoma  Press,  1005  Asp  Ave.,  Norman,  OK  73019,  (800)  627-7377,  (405) 
325-5000  FAX.  Illustrated,  index,  bibliogra-phy,  notes,  maps.  432  pp., 
$38.95  cloth.  0-8061-2747-3.  A history  of  the  Caddo  Indians  (of  the 
Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  and  Oklahoma  area),  based  on  oral  and  written 
histories  and  anthropological  studies.  Grade:  A- . 

TALES  OF  THE  BARK  LODGES  by  Bertrand  N.  0.  Walker  (Hen-Toh).  University 
Press  of  Mississippi,  3825  Ridgewood  Road,  Jackson,  MI  39211-6492,  (601) 
982-6205,  FAX:  (601)  982-6217.  Illustrated.  160  pp.,  $35.00  cloth  (0- 
87805-794-3),  $14.95  paper  (0-87805-795-1).  A reprint  of  twelve  Wyandot 
animal  stories,  originally  published  in  1919.  Written  in  a regional 
dialect  and  perfect  for  reading  aloud.  Grade:  A- . 

CORTES  AND  THE  DOWNFALL  OF  THE  AZTEC  EMPIRE  by  John  Manchip  White.  Carrol 
and  Graf,  260  Fifth  Avenue,  N.Y.,  NY  10001  (212)  889-8772,  FAX:  (212)  545- 
7909.  Illustrated,  index,  bibliography,  maps.  352  pp.,  $12.95  paper.  0- 
7867-0271-0.  White's  chronicle  of  Cortes's  decimation  of  the  Aztec 
culture  in  the  16th  century.  A reprint  of  the  1971  edition  with  no  new 
material.  Of  minor  importance.  Grade:  B. 

WARRIORS:  WARFARE  AND  THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  by  Norman  Bancroft-Hunt . 
Salamander/Random  House  Publishing,  201  E.  50th  St.,  N.Y.,  NY  10022, 

(800)  638-6460,  (212)  572-2593  FAX.  Illustrated,  index,  bibliography, 
references,  pp.,  $17.00  cloth.  0-679-871  A detailed  analysis  of  Indian 
warfare  (both  pre-and  post-contact)  accompanied  by  George  Catlin's 
paintings  and  many  photographs  of  costumes  and  weapons.  Recommended  for 
both  homes  and  libraries.  Grade:  A- . 

ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  ANCIENT  MESOAMERICA  by  Margaret  Bunson  and  Stephen  M. 
Bunson.  Facts  on  File,  Inc.,  460  Park  Avenue  South,  N.Y.,  NY  10016,  (800) 


322-8755,  FAX:  (212)  213-4578.  Illustrated,  index,  bibliography, 
chronology,  glossary.  336  pp.,  $40.00  cloth.  0-8160-2402-2.  An  A to  Z 
guide  to  the  general  area  of  Mexico  and  Central  America  from  11,000  B.C. 
through  the  Spanish  Conquest.  Recommended  for  libraries,  but  only  in 
conjunction  with  an  atlas,  as  this  volume  has  no  maps.  Grade:  B. 
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"RE : Poem:  Demolition  Derby"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Apr  1996  02:48:12  +0000 

From:  zmakdoom@kootenay.awinc.com  (Zahid  Makhdoom) 

Sub j : "Demolition  Derby" 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Here  is  one  of  my  poems  for  the  "reading  pleasure"  of  friends  on  the 
natchat.  Thank  you  for  being  there. 


Demolition  Derby 

Here  0 Painter  take  this  painting  back 

and  put  a DIA  shack  in  place  of  that  tipi 

make  the  land  around  res  bare 

(By  the  way,  those  clouds  in  the  background 

look  like  smoke  billowing  from  a pulp  mill....) 

The  woman  in  the  corner 

who  is  18  and  a mom  of  two. . 

its  okay  if  you'll  put  a wedding  dress  on  her 

and  give  her  kids  a father 

(it  looks  so  "mainstream,"  isn't  it?) 

but 

don't  forget  her  black  eye 
and  those 

broken  friendship  bracelets  on  her  wrist 
that  I have  become  so  used  to  seeing. 

And  can  you  make  my  nephew  a FAS  child? 

That  smile  on  my  niece's  lips  is  really  cute 

broaden  it  enough  to 

make  your  painting  giggle! 

Ah  the  darkness  around  her 
the  shadows  creeping 

and  vociferously  slurping  her  childhood.. 

Darkness 
whispers 
tip  toes 
treaties 
caresses 
smacks 

The  dreaded  beast 
I wish  I can  shoot  the  bastard 
Darkness 


The  guy  in  torn  blue  jeans  is  my  Dad 


stuff  in  his  pocket 
a SA  cheque  and 

five  Loonies  he  received  as  Treaty  payment... 

Put  a Stetson  and  a toothless  grin  on  him 
He  is  our  proud  Res  Rodeo  King... 

My  mom,  tanning  moosehide 

Put  a Green  Peace  button  on  her  torn  lapel! 

Be  sure  to  show  rosary  around  her  neck. 

Fill  some  fear  of  god  and  fear  of  dad  in  her  eyes... 

And  in  the  backyard  of  my  mind 
and  the  yard  of  my  shack 
park  some  rusted  old  cars 
delicious  dreams 

That  I've  so  painstakingly  amassed 

(the  three  in  the  far  corner  were  bought  by  dad) 

Like  my  father  I too  am  hoping... 

That  one  day 

I'll  ease  collective  idleness  of  these  rusted  cars! 

I'll  Put  one  of  them  together 

Paint  a number  on  its  hood  and  sides 

Cash  my  SA  cheque  at  Montana's  eatery 

and  Enter  a Demolition  Derby 

Zahid  Makhdoom 

(October  19,  1989  (SMoberley  Lake) 

Peace  and  Love 
Zahid  Makhdoom 

email  : zmakdoom@kootenay.awinc.com 
phone  work:  (604)  489-2464 

home:  (604)  489-5476  voice/fax 

cell:  (604)  489-8981 

fax:  (604)  489-5760 

"self-determination  is  a primary  human  right ...  subjugation  of  people  in 
the  hands  of  other  people  is  an  act  of  war  crime..." 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/04/10  00:48 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

Genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  21-27 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

21 

Sail  the  ocean  by  moonlight,  and  you  may  find  the  secret  island  of  the 
ancients . 

22 

To  know  true  power,  capture  the  wind  in  your  sails  and  journey  to  the 
place  which  no  one  has  ever  seen  before. 

23 

Three  things  sustain  life  --  food,  hope,  and  an  abiding  sense  of  wonder. 

24 

Give  me  the  beauty  of  nature  to  restore  my  spirit,  where  the  morning  dew 
glistens  in  the  sunlight,  and  the  wind  is  the  only  sound  that  I hear. 

25 

A wave  upon  the  sand  takes  only  a little  of  the  land  and  gives  the 


blessings  of  the  sea  in  return. 

26 

The  family,  ohana,  goes  on  from  generation  to  generation: 

the  seeds  of  tradition  we  plant  bear  fruit  in  a thousand  different  ways. 

27 

Morning  sunlight  flees  --  how  brief  my  contemplation  of  life's  mysteries. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

- "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Apr  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  lanet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

From:  AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09 . uthscsa . edu> 

From:  cedarface@wpo.sosc.osshe.edu  (Mary  lane  Cedar-Face) 

Sub j : Native  American  Month  programs  at  SOSC,  Ashland,  OR 
Southern  Oregon  State  College 
Native  American  Month  - April  1996 

April  26  & 27,  8PM  Naa  Kahidi  Theater 

Music  Recital  Hall  Native  Alaskan  Dramatic  Anthology 

Every  Tuesday,  7PM  Native  American  Film  Festival 

SU  330,  free  Weekly  Feature  Presentations 

Sponsored  by  SOSC  Native  American  Student  Union 
541-552-6463  for  information 


From:  feather  eaglerock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET. COM> 

Sub j : warroad  pow  wow 

To:  Multiple  recipients  of  list  MINN-IND  <MINN-IND@vml. spcs . umn .edu> 

WARROAD  "KAH-BAY-KAH-NONG" 

3rd  Annual  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Warroad  Minnesota 
lune  1,2,  1996 
emcees 
Vince  Beyl 
Alan  Manitowabe 
arena  director 
A1  "Wishy"  Thunder 
Host  Drum 

Whitefish  Bay  Singers 
Friday  May  31 — Camp  Day 

Sat.  lune  1 Grand  Entry  1 pm;  Feast  5:30  pm;  Grand  Entry  7 pm 

Sun.  lune  2 Grand  Entry  1 pm,  Robert  KaKay  Geesick  Grass  Dance  Special; 

Feast  5:50  pm;  Grand  Entry  7 pm 
24  Hour  Security 
NO  ALCOHOL  OR  DRUGS 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

lanet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Massachusetts  Save  lames  Bay  Foundation, 
Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Darren  English,  Michele  Lord,  Chris  Spotted  Eagle, 
Brave  Star,  Lu  Ella  Terry,  Steve  Brock,  Zahid  Makhdoom,  Feather  Eaglerock, 
Accion  Zapatista  de  Austin,  Larry  Innes, 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

— "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Apr  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Original  Sender:  khunt@hawaii.edu  (Ken  Hunt) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  InterTribal  Council  of  Hawai'i  is  pleased  to  announce 
The  Third  Annual  Powwow 

May  18-19,  1996  at  Kapi'olani  Park-Waikiki 
Headman  Dancer  Head  Woman  Dancer 

Ben  Lovejoy  Della  Lovejoy 

Emcee  Host  Drums 

Shawn  Arnold  Bear  Springs  and 

First  Nation 

Special  Guest:  Chief  Oliver  Red  Cloud  of  the  Oglala  Nation 
Frybread  Booth  and  American  Indian  Arts  & Crafts  Booths 
All  Drums  and  Dancers  Welcome 

For  more  information  on  Vendors  Booths  or  Travel-Hotel  arrangements 
Intertribal  Council  of  Hawai'i  Inc. 

1541  S.  Beretania  St.,  Suite  303 
Honolulu,  Hawai'i  96826 
808-947-3306 
Mary  and  Carol  Travel 
1541  S.  Beretania  St.,  Suite  302 
Honolulu,  Hawai'i  96826 
808-941-5033 
fax  808-951-5019 


Original  Sender:  drfl@axe.humboldt.edu  (HSU  Native  American  Studies  Homepage) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Siyo, 

Dust  wanted  to  pass  this  message  along  to  everyone. 

Brian  Gill 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Sat,  06  Apr  1996  12:19:42  -0700 
Sub j : HSU  POW  WOW 

Original  Sender:  La  Nina  <nmh2@axe.humboldt.edu> 

This  is  a reminder  that  there  is  a pow  wow  at: 

HUMBOLDT  STATE  UNIVERSITY 

6TH  ANNUAL  POW  WOW  & SOCIAL  GATHERING 

April  20-21,  1996 

HOST  DRUM:  Cathedral  Lakes 

HEAD  STAFF: 

Master  of  Ceremonies  - David  Brown  Eagle,  Spokane  Tribe  of  Indians 

Arena  Director  - Art  Martinez,  Chumash 

Head  Man  Dancer  - Monte  Williams,  Shoshone 

Head  Woman  Dancer  - Rosanne  Abrahamson,  Shoshone-Bannock 

Head  Teen  Boy  - Russell  Boham,  Little  Shell  Band  of  Chippewa 

Head  Teen  Girl  - Willow  Abrahamson,  Shoshone-Bannock 

Location:  Areata  CA  at  Humboldt  State  University 

Forbes  Complex,  West  Gym 

Saturday,  Grand  Entry  12noon  (competition) 

Sunday,  Grand  Entry  11  am  (competition) 


ALL  DRUMS  WELCOME 

CRAFT  BOOTH  SPACE  AVAILABLE 

For  more  information,  call  the  HSU  Pow  Wow  Committee  @ 707-826-4994 


Original  Sender:  n9510986@gonzo.cc.wwu.edu  (kristine  donahue) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Western  Washington  University  Powwow  in  Bellingham,  Wa  will  be  held 
April  20  & 21.  For  further  information:  (360)  650-7273. 

"RE : Reading  Materials  Needed"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Apr  1996  13:55:20  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : reading  materials  needed  for  Native  women's  shelter 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  women  of  nations'  eagles 's  nest  shelter  from  domestic  violence  needs 
culturally  sensitive  and  relevant  reading  materials  for  their  shelter 
library.  Residents  come  from  many  different  native  tribes  - many  are 
second  and  third  generation  victims  of  federal  relocation  policies,  who 
are  seeking  information  about  their  people. 

Women  of  Nations 

P.O.  Box  40309 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota  55404 

612-222-5830 

612-222-1207  (fax) 

wa  do 

di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 
feather  eaglerock,  leech  lake  rez 

— "RE:  Marcos'  Speech  to  Encuentro" 

Date:  Mon,  8 Apr  1996  17:06:42  -0500 

From:  hmcleave@eco.utexas.edu  (Harry  M.  Cleaver) 

Sub j : EZLN  Communique  (To  Continental  Encounter)  Apr  6 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

This  posting  has  been  forwarded  to  you  as  a service  of 
Accion  Zapatista  de  Austin. 

From:  Malicia  <malicia@phillyiww. org> 

To : hmcleave@mundo . eco . utexas . edu 
Subject:  Marcos'  Speech  to  Encuentro 

La  Jornada,  April  6,  1996 

MESSAGE  OF  THE  EZLN  DURING  THE  INAUGURATION  CEREMONY  OF  THE  AMERICAN 
PREPARATORY  MEETING  FOR  THE  INTERCONTINENTAL  ENCOUNTER  FOR  HUMANITY  AND 
AGAINST  NEOLIBERALISM  THE  REALITY,  America.  April  4th,  1996 

A journalist  and  video  producer  who  had  covered  the  Zapatista  rebellion 
since  January  of  1994,  Javier  Elorriaga  Berdegue,  came  to  see  me  one  day 
as  a volunteer  seeking  a political  and  peaceful  solution  to  the  conflict. 

I listened  to  him.  He  gave  me  all  the  arguments  in  favor  of  peace  and 
those  against  the  war.  At  that  time  he  seemed  to  be  one  of  those  men  who 
believes  in  what  he  says,  one  of  those  who  is  accountable  to  his  ideas.  I 
told  him  we  would  lose  nothing  by  trying.  On  September  16,  1994,  the 
anniversary  of  Mexican  independence,  he  arrived  with  the  first  of  many 
letters  from  Mister  Ernesto  Zedillo  Ponce  de  Leon.  After  the  1st  of 
December  of  1994,  Javier  came  and  went  with  messages  from  then  Governance 
Secretary,  Esteban  Moctezuma  Barragan.  His  role  as  a messenger  of  peace 
went  on  for  6 months.  The  last  time  I saw  him  was  on  February  8th  of  1995. 


I told  him  I saw  no  sign  of  any  willingness  to  dialogue  on  behalf  of  the 
government.  He  insisted  on  seeking  a new  encounter  for  peace.  As  he  was 
leaving  the  Lacandon  Dungle  during  the  morning  of  February  9th,  1995, 
lavier  Elorriaga  was  detained  and  accused  of  "terrorism".  The  government 
began  an  offensive  against  the  indigenous  communities  of  the  Lacandon 
lungle  and  it  detained  dozens  of  Mexicans  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  It  accused  them  of  "terrorism"  and  exhibited  as  proof  a 
"terrible"  arsenal:  paper  bombs  and  some  old  guns.  While  the  government 
congratulated  itself  in  the  press  because  they  had  supposedly  recuperated 
the  "sovereignty  of  the  nation",  in  the  Lacandon  lungle  Swiss  airplanes 
bombed  the  surrounding  communities.  North  American  helicopters  machine 
gunned  the  mountains,  French  tanks  of  war  occupied  the  houses  of  the 
indigenous  people  who  fled  to  the  jungle,  Spanish  policemen  interrogated 
the  suspects,  and  the  North  american  military  advisors  reviewed  with  great 
care  an  artifact  that  perhaps  had  a dangerous  military  intention.  The 
artifact  traveled  all  the  way  to  the  Pentagon  and  was  examined  with  the 
best  and  most  modern  military  technology.  After  a few  days,  the  experts 
handed  over  their  report  to  Washington  and  from  there  it  was  turned  over 
to  the  offices  of  the  Mexican  military,  the  political  police  and  the 
Presidential  residence.  The  report  said  that  everything  seemed  to  indicate 
that  the  artifact  in  question,  had  been  snatched  from  the  forces  of  the 
transgressors  of  the  law,  it  had  all  the  appearance  of.. a toy  car  made  of 
plastic  and  metal.  The  report  said  that  they  had  also  found  a tiny 
inscription  made  with  a black  pen  which  said:  "This  car  belongs  to 
Heriberto. . " 

420  days  have  passed  since  then.  Mister  Zedillo  sits  in  the  presidential 
chair,  Heriberto  lives  in  the  mountains,  the  army  lives  in  Heriberto' s 
house,  and  lavier  Elorriaga  and  another  17  Mexicans  are  still  in  jail 
accused  of  "terrorism".  One  of  the  17,  loel  Martinez  has  developed 
respiratory  problems  caused  by  the  torture  to  which  he  was  subjected.  His 
serious  condition  has  sent  him  to  the  hospital.  Now  they  have  chains  on 
his  hands  and  feet,  as  though  he  were  a rabid  animal,  as  though  dignity 
could  be  chained. 

Today  420  days  after  the  facts  have  defined  the  true  terrorist,  we  want 
to  dedicate  the  following  words.  Vale. 

To  lavier  Elorriaga  Berdegu  and,  through  him,  to  all  the  prisoners 
accused  of  being  Zapatistas.  In  the  definition  of  your  future.  Much  more 
is  defined  than  can  be  contained  by  your  jailers. 

Through  my  voice  speaks  the  voice  of  the  Zapatista  Army  of  National 
Liberation . 

Brothers  and  sisters  of  America: 

Welcome  to  THE  REALITY.  We  extend  special  thanks  to  the  men,  women 
children  and  elderly  of  THE  REALITY,  because  it  is  they  who  have  given  us 
permission  and  have  supported  us  in  order  to  hold  this  preparatory  meeting 
in  their  community.  I want  to  ask  all  who  are  present,  to  salute  our 
indigenous  brothers  and  sisters  of  THE  REALITY. 

Welcome  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Canadian  delegation,  of  the 
delegation  from  the  United  States  of  America,  Mexico,  Guatemala,  Costa 
Rica,  Venezuela,  Puerto  Rico,  Ecuador,  Brazil,  Peru,  Chile,  Uruguay  and 
Argentina.  Welcome  to  the  observers  who  attend  from  France,  Germany  and 
Spain . 

Welcome  to  the  Mexican  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Organizing  Commission. 
Our  acknowledgement  and  salute  for  the  effort  which  today  is  realized. 

We  want  to  thank  all  of  you  who  have  accepted  our  invitation  to  this 
preparatory  meeting  for  your  effort  in  traveling  from  your  countries  to 
the  Lacandon  lungle. 

Headquarters  of  the  transgressors  of  the  law  and  dignified  corner  of 
America,  the  Lacandon  lungle  has  been  visited  by  different  representatives 
of  the  governments  of  your  countries.  The  bombing  planes,  and  artillery 
helicopters,  war  tanks,  surveillance  satellites,  military  advisors,  and 
agents,  some  secret  and  some  not  so  secret  of  all  the  spy  agencies  of 
various  countries  have  visited  us.  All  of  these  visitors  had  a common 
goal;  assassination  and  theft.  Different  governments  of  the  world  have 
allied  themselves  with  the  Mexican  government  in  order  to  combat  us.  The 


most  modern  and  sophisticated  technology  of  war  is  launched  against 
weapons  of  wood,  torn  feet  and  the  ancestral  thought  of  the  Zapatistas  who 
declare  without  shame  or  fear  that  the  place  of  knowledge,  the  source  of 
the  word  and  the  truth  is  in  the  heart.  Modern  death  versus  ancestral  life 
Neoliberalism  against  neozapatismo.  Why  do  they  fear  us?  Why  so  much  death 
for  those  so  small  and  so  few?  Because  we  have  challenged  them,  and  the 
worst  thing  about  a challenge  is  that  it  tends  to  become  an  example. 

On  April  3,  1911,  those  citizens  of  America  with  the  names  of  Ricardo 
and  Enrique  Flores  Magon  wrote:  "Brothers  and  sisters,  think  well, 
continue  to  advance  and  to  labor,  without  losing  time,  else  your  help  may 
be  too  late.  Try  to  understand  the  danger  which  we  have  had  to  confront 
from  all  the  governments  of  the  world,  those  who  see  in  this  Mexican 
movement  the  appearance  of  a social  revolution,  the  only  thing  feared  by 
the  powerful  of  the  world." 

Today,  85  years  later,  history  repeats  itself.  Death  which  once  visited 
us  dressed  only  as  sickness  and  misery,  now  appears  to  us  dressed  in  an 
olive-green  uniform,  decked  out  in  lead  and  war  machinery.  All  of  these 
things  announce  destruction.  A true  multinational  force  pursues  us  and 
tries  to  destroy  our  example.  The  powerful  of  the  world  are  disturbed  by 
our  existence  and  they  honor  us  with  their  threat.  They  accurately 
perceive  the  Zapatista  challenge  as  a global  challenge.  We  never  thought 
this  possible,  much  less  did  we  seek  it.  But  since  we  have  been  placed  in 
this  role,  we  will  be  as  disturbing  as  possible  as  long  as  it  is  possible. 

A global  system  has  made  the  crime  called  government  in  Mexico  possible. 
A national  system  makes  it  possible  for  crime  to  rule  in  Chiapas.  Fighting 
in  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast  we  fight  for  Mexico,  for 
humanity  and  against  neoliberalism.  That  is  why  the  global  Power 
persecutes  us,  that  is  why  they  jail  us,  assassinate  us  and  want  to 
destroy  us. 

After  the  visit  of  these  precursors  of  death,  it  is  an  honor  for  us  to 
receive  a visit  from  all  of  you,  those  who  struggle  for  life,  those  who 
struggle  for  humanity  in  the  American  continent. 

We  are  sure  that  your  trip  to  THE  REALITY  has  not  been  easy.  THE  REALITY 
has  never  been  easy,  but  it's  worth  arriving  here.  The  trip  to  REALITY  is 
a journey  to  pain,  but  also  to  hope. 

Diverse  thoughts  arising  from  the  different  nations  of  America  are  found 
today  in  THE  REALITY.  You  find  yourself  gathered  here  today,  not  because 
of  your  nationality  or  your  color,  your  gender,  your  culture  or  your 
language.  Only  one  thing  has  gathered  you  here  today,  the  struggle,  the 
struggle  for  humanity  and  against  neoliberalism. 

80  years  ago  in  1916,  General  Emiliano  Zapata  dreamed  that  life  and  the 
thought  could  be  free  if  a new  reality  could  be  constructed.  The  Power 
dreamed  then  of  its  destruction. 

Today,  on  the  desks  of  the  great  generals  of  Mexico  and  the  United 
States,  there  are  different  plans,  complicated  military  operations,  77 
varieties  of  murder  plots,  one  for  each  year  which  has  passed  since  the 
assassination  of  Emiliano  Zapata.  And  all  these  plans  have  the  objective 
of  destruction  of  REALITY. 

Why?  Because  they  have  discovered  that  human  beings  live  in  REALITY,  in 
other  words  dignity  and  the  Power  cannot  tolerate  continued  life. 

This  is  the  enemy  which  confronts  us,  which  persecutes  us,  which 
assassinates  us,  which  jails  us,  which  rapes  us,  which  humiliates  us.  A 
Power  which  seeks  the  absurd  destruction  of  REALITY. 

This  is  what  they  propose ...  They,  those  in  whom  the  Power  concentrates 
crime  and  wealth,  and  converts  them  into  Siamese  twins  in  order  to  procure 
the  latter  with  the  former.  Those  who  monopolize  tomorrow  in  the  Power  and 
declare  it  exclusive  of  all  those  who  do  not  become  accomplices  or  victims 
Those  who  forget,  that  when  Power  accumulates  power  it  also  accumulates 
fear. 

They  want  to  destroy  REALITY  because  in  THE  REALITY  today  there  are 
human  beings  and  the  mere  existence  of  human  beings  is  a challenge  which 
may  become  an  example. 

We,  those  who  feed  our  hearts  and  our  word  with  the  bitter  bread  of  hope 
We,  those  who  see  in  the  past  a lesson  and  not  a nuisance,  those  who  turn 
to  yesterday  in  order  to  learn  and  not  to  regret.  We,  those  who  see  a 


future  as  something  constructed  on  today,  those  who  aspire  to  a tomorrow 
with  everyone.  We,  those  who  balance  fear  against  shame,  prudence  with 
valor,  and  indifference  with  memory.  We,  those  human  beings  who  exist  and 
thus  challenge  the  Power.  We  who  want  to  transform  REALITY,  convert  it 
into  something  better,  something  new,  something  good. 

This  is  the  nature  of  THE  DISPUTE  FOR  REALITY.  On  one  side  are  those  who 
would  destroy  it,  and  on  the  other  are  those  who  would  construct  it. 

They  fight  for  the  absurdity  of  denial  through  amnesia,  destruction  and 
death . 

We  fight  for  the  absurdity  of  constructing  the  new  through  the  strength 
of  history,  creativity  and  life. 

This  is  the  dilemma  which  we  come  to  ponder  and  begin  to  decide,  the 
dilemma  of  REALITY.  This  is  the  fundamental  and  definitive  theme  for 
humanity  and  against  neoliberalism.  THE  REALITY:  the  dilemma  of  its 
transformation  or  its  destruction. 

In  order  to  resolve  this  dilemma  we  must  confront  a powerful  enemy,  the 
Power  which  comes  dressed  as  Neoliberalism.  Its  crimes  go  beyond  borders, 
they  represent  the  globalization  of  hopelessness.  Neoliberalism  offers  a 
new  global  doctrine;  surrender  and  indifference  as  the  only  forms  of 
inclusion,  death  and  amnesia  as  the  only  future  for  the  excluded,  e.g., 
for  the  majority. 

Stupidity  and  arrogance  are  made  governments  in  the  nations  of  the  world. 
Crime  and  impunity  exist  as  the  primordial  law.  Theft  and  corruption  are 
the  major  industry.  Assassination  is  the  fountain  of  legitimacy.  The  lie 
is  the  supreme  god.  Prison  and  a tomb  are  for  those  who  refuse  to  be 
accomplices.  The  international  of  death.  The  war  for  eternity.  This  is 
neoliberalism. 

But  its  power  is  also  derived  from  our  shortcomings.  To  the  vacuum  of 
alternative  proposals  from  us,  they  offer  the  continuity  of  the  nightmare. 

We  must  go  beyond  the  laments  and  propose  new  paths. 

We  did  not  invite  you  so  you  could  add  up  your  complaints.  We  did  not 
call  you  here  to  give  voice  to  our  misfortune.  We  did  not  call  you  here  to 
give  a new  dimension  to  our  nightmare. 

We  called  you  here  in  order  to  multiply  aspirations.  We  called  you  here 
to  subtract  penalties.  We  called  you  here  to  give  a continental  dimension 
to  hope. 

May  the  grotesque  and  terrible  image  of  the  enemy  which  confronts  us, 
not  dim  the  mirror  we  need  in  order  to  see  our  own  path.  May 
procrastination  and  whim  not  hide  from  us  the  daily  crime  of  a global 
system  which  pulverizes  history,  nations  and  individuals. 

May  we  not  offer  a different  nightmare  of  a different  species.  May  the 
location  of  the  ever-more  political  geometry  which  multiplies  mainstreams 
and  extremes  to  infinity,  not  represent  impunity  for  errors  or  solace  for 
the  dogmas  of  our  thoughts. 

We  are  not  gathered  here  today  in  order  to  change  the  world.  We  are  here 
today  with  a more  modest  proposal.  The  one  which  proposes  to  make  a new 
world. 

We. 

Today. 

Here. 

In  America. 

Continent  of  legends,  America  is  a piece  of  land  which  has  appointments 
with  all  the  races  of  the  world. 

People  without  land,  in  other  words,  people  without  a home,  the 
immigrant  in  America  dreams  he  can  work  and  live  in  peace  and  dignity  on 
any  floor,  regardless  of  the  border  above  or  below.  The  immigrant  does  not 
find  work  or  life  in  American  lands,  only  war  and  humiliation  is  found  in 
those  lands  for  those  who  steal  nothing  and  give  everything.  The  immigrant 
of  American  is  a stranger  of  America.  He  becomes  one,  not  just  when  he 
crosses  an  international  border  and  enters  a xenophobic  nightmare,  but 
upon  trespassing,  if  only  momentarily,  one  of  those  multiple  borders  of 
culture,  politics,  races,  religions,  sexualities  which  pulverize  the  skies 
of  America  and  make  it  so  that  collective  thought  does  not  include  more 
than  one.  The  immigrant  of  America  is  a solitary  figure  made  up  of 


millions  searching.  The  immigrant  of  America  is  the  eternal  struggle,  the 
legend . . . 

Among  many,  this  legend  becomes  a ballad  and  survives  the  lack  of  books, 
press,  television  and  radio.  The  ballad  of  Gregorio  Cortez,  persecuted  by 
the  "rinches"(Texas  Rangers)  but  never  captured,  is  the  legend  of  history 
persecuted  by  abandonment,  history  forever  escaping  and  made  collective 
memory.  The  legend  arrives  in  THE  REALITY  and  represents  there  all  the 
immigrants  who  have  ever  ventured  onto  American  lands  and  attempted  to 
become  part  of  a new  culture  without  losing  its  own. 

Like  the  legend,  the  Powerful  persecutes  the  immigrants  because  they 
continue  to  be  what  they  are,  because  they  attempt  to  construct  something 
new  but  different,  something  which  does  not  destroy  the  past  or  the 
present  and  which  can  have  a secure  place  in  North  american  future,  a 
future  of  dignity,  a future  which  does  not  have  the  bars  of  a jail  or  the 
stone  of  a tomb  on  the  horizon.  Like  the  ballad  of  Gregorio  Cortez,  the 
American  immigrant  escapes  forever  and  continues  to  construct  the 
collective  memory  which  the  Power  insists  upon  destroying  in  all  America 
especially  in . . . 

A country  which  synthesizes  like  no  other  the  great  contradictions  which 
compress  the  American  continent.  A nation  built  by  the  labor  of  immigrants 
from  all  over  the  world,  the  United  States  of  America  rises  up  as  a symbol 
of  power  and  modernity.  The  arrogance  of  the  Power  and  its  foreign  policy 
which  prefers  to  keep  its  headquarters  in  the  lands  of  North  America,  has 
won  global  contempt  and  this,  in  turn,  often  contaminates  the  noble  people 
of  North  America.  But  the  arrogance  of  the  Power  is  possible  only  at  a 
high  cost  for  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  America.  This  is  so  not 
only  for  the  so-called  Latino,  African,  Asian  and  indigenous  minorities, 
but  is  so  as  well  for  those  who  are  white,  a crisis  elevated  to  a global 
economic  system,  neoliberalism  collects  a high  quota  of  pain  in  the  lands 
north  of  the  Rio  Bravo.  In  the  United  States  5.7%  of  its  economically 
active  population  is  unemployed,  while  in  Canada  the  rate  is  9.5% 
according  to  statistics  of  the  Organization  for  Cooperation  and  Economic 
Development . 

The  people  of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  complex  amalgam  of 
British,  Irish,  Spanish,  Mexican,  European,  African,  Asian,  Latin  American 
and  Indigenous  is  American  always.  The  people  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  the  people  who  are  forgotten  when  the  time  for  solidarity  arrives, 
the  people  who  are  remembered  when  the  time  for  grievances  arrives.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  people  who,  in  spite  of  their 
government,  know  how  to  turn  their  gaze  downward  and  find  there,  not  a 
victim,  but  a brother. 

Not  as  victims,  or  as  taskmasters,  but  as  what  we  are,  as  brothers  we 
salute  today  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  America,  who  are 
represented  here  with  dignity  in  THE  REALITY. 

Brothers  and  Sisters  of  America; 

Here,  today,  in  THE  REALITY,  we  must  give  a place  to  memory,  to  history, 
to  that  mirror  which  reminds  us  of  what  we  were,  which  demonstrates  to  us 
what  we  are  and  which  promises  us  what  we  can  be... 

Today,  30  years  ago,  in  1966,  after  having  been  nowhere,  a man  prepared 
memory  and  hope  so  that  life  could  return  to  America.  Ramon  was  his  name 
of  war  at  that  time.  In  one  of  the  many  corners  of  THE  REALITY  of  America, 
this  man  remembered  and  in  his  memories  renewed  those  of  all  men  and  women 
who  lived  and  died  for  the  life  of  America.  His  name  and  his  memory  were 
buried  by  the  gravediggers  of  history.  For  some  his  first  name  was  Ernesto 
and  his  last  name  was  Guevara  de  la  Serna.  For  us  his  name  was  CHE. 

In  Punto  del  Este  he  denounces  the  politics  of  the  Power  which,  from  the 
offices  of  the  World  Bank,  proposes  the  construction  of  latrines  as  a 
solution  to  the  grave  conditions  of  misery  lived  by  the  countries  of 
America.  Even  then  the  poverty  of  America  had  developed  in  the  same 
proportion  as  its  wealth  had  been  pillaged  by  the  rich  of  forever.  The 
"latrine-ocracy"  has  evolved  only  by  name.  In  one  of  the  countries  of 
America  it  took  on  the  paradoxical  name  of  "Solidarity".  Nevertheless,  in 
spite  of  the  nominal  reflections,  the  basic  functions  of  "latrine-ocracy" 
remains  the  same:  today,  like  yesterday,  the  poor  can  still  remain  at  the 


bottom  of  the  latrine,  and  the  rich  can  sit  on  it. 

His  criticism  of  the  forms  in  which  Power  is  exercised  did  not  translate 
into  the  justification  of  his  own  shortcomings  as  he  had  taken  it  or  in  an 
apology  for  having  taken  it.  Criticizing  forms  which  apply  the  same  logic 
to  any  exertion  of  power  which  is  merely  cosmetized  with  a new  name,  he 
wrote  in  1964:  "I  do  not  pretend  to  have  finished  this  theme  much  less  to 
have  established  a papal  amen  in  regards  to  these  and  other  contradictions 
Unfortunately,  in  the  eyes  of  the  majority  of  our  peoples  and  in  my  own, 
there  are  more  apologies  for  the  ways  in  which  power  is  exerted  than 
scientific  analyses  of  these  ways." 

Citizen  of  the  world,  Che  remembers  what  we  have  known  since  Spartacus 
and  which  we  sometimes  forget:  humanity  finds  in  the  struggle  against 
injustice  a step  which  elevates  it,  which  makes  it  better,  which  converts 
it  into  something  more  human. 

Some  time  afterward,  memory  and  hope  took  his  hand  in  order  to  write  his 
farewell  letter:  "One  day  we  spent  asking  everyone  who  should  be  notified 
in  case  of  death  and  the  real  possibility  of  that  fact  hit  all  of  us. 

Later  we  knew  it  was  true,  that  in  a revolution  there  is  victory  or  death 
(if  the  revolution  is  real).  (...)  Other  lands  of  the  earth  claim  the  sum 
of  my  modest  efforts"  So  Che  continued  his  path. 

In  his  farewells  instead  of  saying  "see  you  soon,"  Che  would  sign  off 
with  "Forever  Until  Victory"  as  though  this  were  the  same  as  "see  you 
later . " 

30  years  later,  during  one  of  those  dawns  in  which  the  moon  recovers 
pieces  of  light  which  it  grabs  from  the  monthly  bite  of  time  and  a comet 
disguised  as  a light  carries  out  a useless  vigil  at  the  beginning  of  the 
night,  I have  looked  for  some  text  upon  which  to  base  the  inauguration 
words  of  this  meeting. 

I have  looked  through  the  works  of  Pablo  Neruda  and  lulio  Cortazar,  Walt 
Whitman  and  3uan  Rulfo.  But  it  was  pointless.  Once  and  again  the  image  of 
Che  dreaming  in  the  school  of  La  Higuera  reclaimed  its  place  in  my  hands. 
From  Bolivia  the  half-closed  eyes  and  the  ironic  smile  which  spoke  of  what 
was  and  promised  what  would  be  arrived. 

Have  I said  "dreaming"?  Should  I have  said  "dead"?  For  some  he  died,  for 
others  he  slept.  Who  was  wrong? 

30  years  ago  Che  prepared  the  transformation  of  the  American  REALITY  and 
the  Power  prepared  its  destruction.  29  years  ago,  the  Power  told  us  that 
history  had  ended  in  the  canyon  of  El  Yuro.  They  said  the  possibility  of  a 
different  REALITY,  a better  one,  had  been  destroyed,  they  said  that 
rebellion  had  ended. 

Has  it  ended? 

A quick  review  of  the  press  of  these  days  can  help  us  to  respond: 

In  the  last  days  of  March  different  demonstrations  against  the  actual 
political  economy  of  privatization  which  rule  in  all  the  continent  are 
reported.  Neoliberalism  encounters  resistance  ad  rebellion.  There  are 
millions  who  do  not  seem  to  know  that  history  and  with  it,  rebellion  has 
ended . 

On  the  28th  of  March  the  international  news  agencies  of  AFP  (France 
Presse),  DPA  (Deutsche  Presse  Agentur,  Alemania),  EFE  (Spanish  news 
agency),  and  ANSA  , informed  us  that  in  La  Paz,  Cochabamba  and  Santa  Cruz 
in  Bolivia,  thousands  of  people  had  demonstrated  in  demand  of  salary 
increases  and  against  the  project  of  privatization  of  the  Fiscal  Oil 
Deposits  of  Bolivia.  In  Cochabamba  the  police  detained  250  hunger  strikers 
the  majority  of  them  elderly,  who  protested  for  the  same  reason.  Old 
rebels.  Long  live  America! 

That  same  day,  but  in  Paraguay,  the  workers  began  a general  strike  in 
demand  of  a salary  increase  of  31%  and  called  for  a referendum  about 
privatization.  The  democratization  of  decisions  opposes  the  imposition  of 
economic  measures ...  and  measures  which  impact  education  as  well...  In 
these  days  more  than  5000  Brazilian  students  suffer  repression  by  the 
police  when  they  protest  the  educational  policies  of  president  Fernando 
Henrique  Cardoso. 

In  Chile,  thousands  of  farmers  blocked  the  highways  of  the  southern  part 
of  the  country,  protesting  their  imminent  entry  into  the  Southern  Common 


European  Market  (Mercosur),  an  event  which  would  mean  the  unemployment  of 
more  than  800,000  farmers.  The  severe  economic  adjustment  which  approaches 
in  Venezuela,  now  motivates  a populist  "housewives"  movement  and  a growing 
social  discontent.  Economic  globalization,  that  modern  crime  finds 
resistance  among  the  clients  to  whom  it  sells  death. 

Hundreds  of  ambulatory  salespeople  confront  the  Peruvian  police  when 
they  attempt  to  expel  them  from  the  historic  center  of  Lima.  More  than  20 
people  were  wounded.  In  order  not  to  become  criminals  some  of  the  poor  of 
America  make  a stab  at  mini-micro-business.  It  is  futile,  for 
neoliberalism  all  income  which  does  not  come  from  theft  and  displacement 
is  "illegal".  In  America,  the  innocent  fill  the  jails  and  the  guilty,  the 
seats  of  government. 

Anti-riot  police  forces  repressed  thousands  of  Costa  Ricans  in  the  city 
of  Santa  Ana  against  the  establishment  of  a garbage  dump.  More  than  a 
thousand  tons  of  the  daily  garbage  of  neoliberalism  are  dumped  upon  the 
people  of  Costa  Rica,  but  they  will  not  continue  to  do  so  without 
consequences . 

The  womb  of  America  protests  as  well.  At  the  same  time  as  a sales  tax 
was  announced,  a tremor  of  5.7  on  the  Richter  scale  shook  the  city  of 
Quito,  Ecuador. 

All  this  in  a mere  two  days.  30  years  later.  Has  rebellion  come  to  an 
end? 

30  years  ago  Che  dreamed  and  repeated  the  dream  of  a transformative 
reality,  a new  one,  a better  one.  The  dream  of  rebellion.  That  dream 
traverses  time  and  the  mountains  and  is  repeated  anew,  the  same  but 
different,  in  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast.  The  dream  which 
gathers  us  today  is  a rupture  and  a continuation  of  the  dream  of  Che 
Guevara,  as  well  as  the  dream  which  was  a rupture  and  a continuation  of 
that  other  sleepless  dreamer  named  Simon  Boliver  and  Manuelita  Saenz.  In 
1826,  Simon  Bolivar  and  Manuelita  Saenz  dreamt  the  desire  of  a united 
America.  The  history  sold  by  the  Power  teaches  us  that  the  fertile 
insomnia  which  liberated  Colombia,  Venezuela,  Ecuador,  Peru  and  Bolivia 
was  truncated  by  the  borders  which  fragmented  the  Bolivian  dream.  Was  it 
truncated?  In  1826,  Bolivar  convened  the  first  hemispheric  conference  of 
America,  The  Congress  of  Panama.  Today  170  years  later  in  the  American 
REALITY,  the  postponed  dream  of  Bolivar  is  renewed. 

Crystal  and  mirror,  the  dream  of  a better  America  comes  to  rest  in  the 
best  place  for  dreaming,  in  THE  REALITY. 

And  the  intellectual  authors  of  delirium  who  convene  us,  the  lunatics 
who  dared  to  dream  this  desire  before  us  were  : Manuelita  Saenz,  Simon 
Bolivar,  Ricardo  and  Enrique  Flores  Magon,  Emiliano  Zapata  and  Ernesto  CHE 
Guevara . 

180  years,  85  years,  80  years,  30  years  later,  we  are  and  we  are  not  the 
same. 

We  are  the  end,  the  continuation  and  the  beginning. 

We  are  the  mirror  which  is  a crystal  which  is  a mirror  which  is  a 
crystal . 

We  are  rebellion. 

We  are  the  stubborn  history  which  is  repeated  in  order  not  to  repeat 
itself,  the  looking  back  in  order  to  walk  forward 

We  are  the  maximum  challenge  to  neoliberalism,  the  most  beautiful 
absurdity,  the  most  irreverent  delirium,  the  most  humane  insanity. 

We  are  human  beings  making  what  should  be  made  in  REALITY,  in  other 
words  dreaming. 

It  occurs  to  me  now  that  the  most  important  thing  to  be  dreamt  in  THE 
REALITY  is  to  know  that  what  ends,  is  what  continues,  and  above  all  what 
begins . . . 

180  years  after  the  sleeplessness  of  Bolivar  and  Manuelita  Saenz,  85 
years  after  the  prophesy  of  the  Flores  Magon,  80  years  after  the  dream  of 
Emiliano  Zapata,  30  years  after  the  dream  of  Che  dreaming  the 
sleeplessness  of  all  honest  and  true  Americans,  today  the  4th  of  April  of 
1996  in  the  American  REALITY,  in  the  name  of  the  Zapatista  Army  of 
National  Liberation  I formally  declare  and  inaugurate  the  preparatory 
American  meeting  for  the  Intercontinental  Encounter  for  Humanity  and 
Against  Neoliberalism,  time  now  being  10:33  p.m.  southeastern  time. 


Brothers  and  sisters  of  America; 

The  great  global  power  has  not  yet  found  the  weapon  capable  of  destroying 
dreams.  As  long  as  it  does  not  find  it,  we  will  continue  to  dream,  in 
other  words,  we  will  continue  to  triumph... 

Welcome,  brothers  and  sisters  of  America.  Here  in  THE  REALITY  we  end,  we 
continue,  we  begin.. the  dream.  And  this  is  our  dream.. 

FOR  ALL  THE  AMERICAS! 

Democracy! 

Liberty! 
lustice ! 

>From  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast, 

Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos 
The  American  REALITY,  April  of  1996 

— "RE:  Children  Day  of  Prayer"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Apr  1996  22:23:38  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : NICWA  protecting  our  children  day  of  prayer 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Source:  National  Indian  Child  Welfare  Association  Quarterly  Newsletter 

National  Day  of  Prayer  Called  For 

National  Day  of  Prayer  for  Protecting  Our  Children  is  being  set  aside  for 
Sunday,  April  21st.  Sponsored  by  the  National  Indian  child  Welfare 
Association,  this  day  is  receiving  recognition  as  a time  for  people  from 
all  tribes  to  focus  on  ways  to  protect  Indian  children. 

Through  prayers,  songs,  dance,  sweats,  and  local  ceremonies,  tribes  are 
being  encouraged  to  take  time  to  petition  our  Creator  for  wisdom  and 
protection  in  raising  our  children. 

The  day  was  conceived  by  Don  Mulligan,  of  NICWA' s Board  of  directors,  as 
a traditional  way  that  native  peoples  prepared  themselves  against  threats 
and  crisis.  The  unifying  spirit  of  these  traditional  ceremonies  would  be 
protection  against  the  Multiethnic  Placement  Act  of  1994,  victory  over 
bills  that  negatively  impact  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act.  (i.e.,  HR  1448 
and  S 764)  and  success  of  all  Indian  Families  For  Kids  Initiatives  all 
across  the  country,"  Mulligan  said. 

On  April  22nd,  at  the  opening  session  of  the  14th  annual  "Protecting  Our 
children  conference"  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  there  will  be  a special 
ceremony  and  prayer.  Tribal  councils  have  been  encouraged  to  adopt  a 
resolution  making  the  third  Sunday  of  April  a day  of  prayer  for  protection 
our  children,  and  using  the  day  for  special  ceremonies  or  activities,  such 
as  prayer,  singing,  dancing,  and  sweats.  A resolution  has  been  circulated 
to  tribes  by  NICWA  for  their  councils  to  consider  and  adopt.  Following  is 
the  resolution  advanced  to  the  tribes: 

Protecting  Our  Children  Day  of  Prayer  Proclamation 

WHEREAS,  Children  are  our  most  valued  resource;  and 

WHEREAS,  our  children  have  a right  to  be  raised  in  an  environment  that 
nurtures  them  and  helps  them  grow  up  safe,  healthy  and  spiritually  strong; 
and 

WHEREAS,  our  children  have  a right  to  be  free  of  physical  or  mental  abuse, 
neglect,  sexual  abuse,  or  the  damaging  affect  of  substance  abuse;  and 
WHEREAS,  raising  our  children  is  a parental,  extended  family,  community, 
and  tribal  responsibility;  and 

WHEREAS, child  abuse  and  neglect  escalates  each  year  and  is  a violation  of 
Creator's  design  in  placing  children  in  our  care;  and 

WHEREAS,  certain  federal,  state,  and  local  laws,  regulations  and  practices 
serve  as  contrary  influences  on  our  family,  community  and  tribe's  ability 
to  properly  care  for  our  children,  now 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  -(Tribe)-  declares  the  third  Sunday  of  April,  1996, 


and  the  third  Sunday  of  April  each  succeeding  years,  as  a Day  of  Prayer  for 
Protecting  Our  Children. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  a special  focus  will  be  placed  on  that  day 
with  appropriate  ceremonies  and  activities,  such  as  prayers,  singing, 
dancing  and  sweats,  to  invoke  Creator's  wisdom  and  protection  for  our 
people  in  raising  our  children. 

Feather  Eaglerock,  Leech  Lake  Rez 

English  is  a foreign  language.  Reclaim  the  language  of  your  People  and 
send  it  to  the  future  as  your  gift  to  your  grandchildren's  grandchildren, 
di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 
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INNU  SUPPORTERS  CLEARED  OF  CHARGES: 

LEGAL  DOORS  NOW  OPEN  TO  FURTHER  CIVIL  DISOBEDIENCE,  SAY  PROTESTORS 

TORONTO:  Nine  Innu  supporters  who  were  charged  with  trespassing  during 

a peaceful  protest  have  been  ruled  innocent  in  a court  decision  which 
declares  that  extreme  actions  are  justified  in  order  to  prevent  further 
destruction  to  the  Innu  by  low-level  military  flights  over  their  lands. 

"I  am  prepared  to  hold  that  the  defendants  broke  the  letter  of  the  law  by 
non-compliance  to  prevent  a greater  evil,  that  is,  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  the  Innu  people  and  their  basic  human  rights,"  said  Justice 
of  the  Peace  Robert  Phillips,  in  making  his  ruling  yesterday. 

After  years  of  lobbying  and  campaigning  through  conventional  channels,  Innu 
supporters  staged  a dramatic  civil  disobedience  action  at  the  British  and 
Dutch  consulates  in  November  in  an  effort  to  dissuade  NATO  countries  from 
renewing  an  agreement  that  would  allow,  over  the  next  10  years,  up  to 
18,000  military  flights  annually  over  Innu  lands.  The  new  Multinational 
Memorandum  of  Understanding  (MMOU),  the  agreement  between  Canada  and  NATO 
partners  to  continue  the  flights,  was  signed  with  little  fanfare  at  the  end 
of  February  1996. 

Over  three  days  of  moving  testimony  before  a full  to  overflowing  court, 
evidence  was  given  of  the  environmental  destruction  caused  by  low-level 
military  flight  training  over  Innu  lands  in  Labrador,  and  of  the  cultural 
assimilation  and  systemic  discrimination  faced  by  the  Innu  and  their  fierce 
resistance  to  cultural  genocide. 

Innu  witnesses  at  the  trial  testified  to  the  grave  threat  caused  to  their 
communities'  health,  culture,  and  land  by  the  low-level  flights  as  well  as 
by  the  more  recent  development  of  the  proposed  Voisey's  Bay  nickel  mine  on 
their  traditional  territories.  After  hearing  evidence  from  the  nine 
defendants  as  well  as  numerous  experts  witnesses,  including  Innu  Nation 
President  Peter  Penashue,  former  Member  of  Parliament  Dan  Heap,  economist 
Mel  Watkins,  legal  expert  John  Olthuis  and  others,  the  presiding  Justice  of 
the  Peace  ruled  that  the  November  civil  disobedience  action  was  justified 
given  the  grave  and  immediate  threat  to  the  Innu. 

Defense  lawyer  Peter  Rosenthal  said  that  the  decision  clears  the  way  for 
similar  protests,  an  assessment  affirmed  by  defendant  Carolyn  Langdon,  who 
maintains,  "This  is  a very  important  ruling  for  the  Innu,  but  also  for  the 
many  of  us  who  work  for  justice.  Here  is  a positive  ruling  that  others  can 
use  in  their  defense,  for  example,  when  resisting  in  this  way  to  the  Harris 


government  in  Ontario  and  its  policies  which  critically  harm  vulnerable 
people. " 

Defendant  Lorraine  Land,  also  one  of  the  nine  acquitted  by  the  judge,  says 
"I  am  ecstatic  about  this  decision.  We  intend  to  ask  the  Canadian  and  NATO 
governments  what  they  will  do,  now  that  the  courts  have  ruled  that  the  risk 
these  flights  cause  to  the  Innu  is  imminent  and  Canadians  are  justified  in 
taking  extreme  steps  such  as  civil  disobedience  in  order  to  stop  them." 

For  more  information  contact: 

Carolyn  Langdon 
Tel:  (416)  531-5101 

or 

Peter  Penashue,  President  of  the  Innu  Nation 
Tel:  (709)  497-8398 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L  listservers;  UUCP  & 
Genie  email;  Newsgroups:  ape . indig. info,  soc . culture . native, alt . native, 
alt. activism  & alt. prisons 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include j in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"Yet  hear  mej  friends!  we  have  now  to  deal  with  another  peoplej  small  and 
feeble  when  our  forefathers  first  met  with  therrij  but  now  great  and 
overbearing.  Strangely  enoughj  they  have  a mind  to  till  the  soilj  and 
the  love  of  possessions  is  a disease  in  them.  These  people  have  made 
many  rules  that  the  rich  may  breakj  but  the  poor  may  not!  They  have  a 
religion  in  which  the  poor  worshipj  but  the  rich  will  not!  They  even 
take  tithes  of  the  poor  and  weak  to  support  the  rich  and  those  who  rule. 
They  claim  this  mother  of  ourSj  the  Earthj  for  their  own  usej  and  fence 
their  neighbors  away  from  herj  and  deface  her  with  their  buildings  and 
their  refuse.  They  compel  her  to  produce  out  of  seasonj  and  when  sterile 
she  is  made  to  take  medicine  in  order  to  produce  again.  All  this  is 
sacrilege. " 

"This  nation  is  like  a spring  freshet;  it  overruns  its  banks  and  destroys 
all  who  are  in  its  path.  We  cannot  dwell  side  by  side.  Only  seven  years 
ago  we  made  a treaty  by  which  we  were  assured  that  the  buffalo  country 
should  be  left  to  us  forever.  Now  they  threaten  to  take  that  from  us 
also.  My  brotherSj  shall  we  submit?  or  shall  we  say  to  them:  'First  kill 
mej  before  you  can  take  possession  of  my  fatherland!'" 

Chief  Sitting  Bullj  Unkpapa  Sioux 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 


| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe,  | 
j to  the  democratic  principles  | 
j of  the  Republic  ! 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  [ 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  j 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Alone  I am  but  one  and  my  voice  is  small.  But  I am  not  alone.  I am 
in  the  company  of  Creator,  who  takes  pity  on  me  and  grants  me  the  Circle 
of  many  who  share  my  Prayers  and  seek  much  the  same  vision. 

Alone  I am  but  one  and  my  vision  reaches  only  to  the  next  hill.  But  I 
am  not  alone.  My  voice  reaches  others  beyond  the  hill  and  they  speak  to 
me  of  the  things  they  see.  Together  we  see  far,  and  when  our  vision  still 
is  too  short  Creator  enters  our  hearts  and  shows  us  what  lies  beyond. 

This  is  the  way.  We  can  never  be  alone  as  long  as  we  trust  the  gifts 
we  were  granted,  and  remember  there  is  but  one,  true,  great  power.  When 
the  last  light  is  dimmed  Creator's  light  will  shine  still  and  show  His 
children  the  way. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 
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Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 


- Do  Savages  Have  Souls? 

- Boycott  Request 

- Chinook  to  get  Apology  from  Church  - 

- 3im  Thunder's  Quest 

- Norma  lean  Croy  Update 

- Haudenosaunee  Sacred  Masks 

- Book:  After  Wounded  Knee 

- Gas  Tax  on  OK  Tribes 

- Poem:  Spirit 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 
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-  — "RE:  Do  Savages  Have  Souls?" 

Date:  Thu,  18  Apr  1996  12:11:28  -0700 
From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Sub j : Do  Savages  Have  Souls? 
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Cowlitz  Indians/St .Mary ' s 
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Do  Savages  have  Souls 

"When  the  hearts  of  the  women  lay  on  the  ground  the  Nations  shall  Perish. 
Honorable  Cheyenne  Nation... 

+stands  at  the  councilfire  and  asked  permission  to  speak... it  is  granted. 
Approaches  the  fire  with  tobacco  and  sage  offerings,  walks  backwards 
counterclockwise  around  the  fire  in  humbled  remembrance  of  all  the 


betrayals  of  First  Nations* 

I come  before  this  circle  and  council  today  with  a heart  full  of 
messages  and  ask  your  forgiveness  as  this  humble  Tsalagi  Woman  speaks  of 
many  things  which  she  has  been  told  during  this  journey. 

Yesterday ....  I walked  upon  sacred  grounds.  I walked  among  the  graves  of 
hundreds  of  my  People. . .your  People... our  First  Nations  People  from  many 
tribes... our  own.... and  many  now  forgotten  and  extinct.  I walked  acres  and 
acres  among  piled  rocks  left  there  by  loved  ones  who  buried  their  hearts 
with  those  who  left  them. 

I climbed  ravines ...  sometimes  almost  hand  over  foot... had  clothing  torn 
by  bushes ...  stumbled ...  and  with  joyous  heart  walked  into.... the  Valley  of 
The  Children. 

Yesterday. .. .three  Tsalagi  Women  of  heart .. .defied  court  orders... and 
walked  among  our  People  in  honor.  Yesterday  three  Cherokee  Women  walked 
among  the  Ancestors  and  filmed .. .with  love... our  People's  story... 

We  had  spoken,  the  other  two  women  of  honor  and  myself . .about  the  risks 
involved  should  be  film.... and  each  of  us  agreed  it  did  not  matter ... .That 
this  story  had  to  be  seen ... .told ....  and  it  is  with  this  purpose  that  I 
come  to  you  today  and  ask  you  to  hear  my  heart. 

I.... of  the  Tsalagi  Nation  ask  you  to  go  back  in  the  past  to  understand 
the  future. . . 

Our  Beloved  Woman,  Nancy  Ward,  who  believed  in  the  goodness  of  others, in 
the  1700's  saw  starving  soldiers  and  took  them  Cherokee  Cattle  to  keep  them 
alive.  Four  days  later  the  soldiers  attacked  and  burned  our  holy  Capital. 
Nancy  was  taken  prisoner  and  kept  in  Virginia  for  19  months.  She  returned, 
never  to  see  her  loved  town  again... and  her  spirit  was  never  of  the  same 
light. 

On  May  24,  1838,  our  People,  who  lived  in  harmony  and  peace  were  taken 
at  gunpoint,  rounded  up  as  cattle  and  herded  into  stockades  in 
Georgia ...  Pens  so  small  that  small  children  had  to  sleep  on  top  of  their 
parents.. No  sanitary  conditions ...  not  enough  food ... .Hundreds  died  of 
dysentery,  typhus  and  tetanus.  This ...  despite  that  we  had  won  the  right  to 
keep  our  lands  in  the  US  Supreme  Court... 

Our  lands  were  taken... and  given  away  in  a lottery. . .we  lost 
everything. . .everything. 

In  the  1890 's  the  Cheyenne  and  Sioux  People  were  attacked  in  their 
sleeps  and  massacred  despite  the  fact  they  had  committed  no  crime  more 
heinous  than  dancing  their  Ghost  Dance  Religion. 

I remember  a few  years  back... when  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority  won 
the  right  to  flood  our  sacred  lands  for  their  dams.  We  begged  in  court  to 
be  allowed  to  dig  up  our  Ancestors  and  move  them.  We  had  no  money  for 
shovels  and  picks.  We  literally  dug  them  up  with  our  bare  hands.  When  our 
attorney  went  to  court  to  beg  for  more  time  so  we  could  dig  up  our  people 
with  our  hands  the  Judge  said  it  was  not  his  problem  and  denied  it.  Our 
attorney  stood  tall  and  proud... and  said,  "Years  ago  we  were  given  a 
prophecy. .and  we  did  not  understand  it  then... but  we  do  now.  We  were  told 
that  our  dead  would  look  upon  Creators  face  through  a sea  of  glass."  NOW 
we  understand  it... FLOOD  IT!  FLOOD  IT!  Go  ahead  NOW  and  help  the  prophecy 
be  fulfilled!  FLOOD  IT!!!"I  was  always  proud  of  the  fire  of  those  words. 

I remember  a friends  story  of  how,  in  the  1920 's,  her  family,  who  lived 
in  a small  log  cabin  in  the  Smokey  Mountain  was  served  notice  by  Federal 
Marshals  to  vacate. . .that  they  no  longer  owned  the  family  home  that  their 
family  had  lived  in  for  generations.  They  came  back  three  times.... on  the 
third  time  the  federal  marshals  burned  it  to  the  ground  and  with  it  all 
their  clothing,  food  and  belongings.  Mr.  Shaw  lost  4 of  his  children  that 
first  winter ....  his  wife  the  next  winter  for  they  had  no  place  to  go. 

Six  months  ago  a 104  year  old  Navaho  Grandmother  was  displaced  and 
forced  from  the  only  home  she  had  ever  known.... the  only  floor  she  had  ever 
slept  on.  This  is  now... not  in  the  1830' s. 

As  we  speak  bills  are  trying  to  be  introduced  to  have  original  allotment 
homes  revert  back  to  the  U.S.  Government  once  the  original  allottee  is 
dead.. which  all  are  of  course.  This  is  NOW... not  the  1830's.... 

We  have  been  pushed ... .further  and  further. . .and  now... I have  seen  the 
worse  of  mankind... I see  our  dead  for  sale. 

I walked  on  that  sacred  land.... and  saw  where  the  logging  company  had 


bulldozed  into  oblivion,  forever  any  signs  of  sacred  medicine 

men. . .warriors. . .elders. . .babies. . .mothers. . .fathers. . .1  walked  in  stunned 

disbelief  at  the  carnage... I kneeled  down  on  that  ground ...  spreading  sage 

and  tobacco  and  crying... My  heart  could  not  believe  this  thing.  I looked 

up  at  my  two  sisters  who  were  staring  in  shock.  We  looked  up... two  sacred 

hawks  circled  us  overhead ...  silent  guardians  of  this  place... we  filmed 

them. 

I saw  the  Warriors  wall .. .thousands  of  years  old... and  the  graves  of  the 
warriors  next  to  it  where  they  had  fallen  in  keeping  vigilance  to  protect 
that  land... and  I saw  plastic  milk  cartons ....  discarded  papers... and 
vandalized  graves. 

My  Sister  told  me  they  had  done  everything  they  could  to  save  it.... She 
has  given  20%  of  her  own  grocery  money,  literally  going  without  food,  to 
pay  legal  bills  to  fight  in  the  court.  The  Dudge  told  them  to  PROVE  they 
were  related  to  those  buried  there.  PROVE  IT!  HOW  can  we  PROVE  IT?  OF 
COURSE  WE  ARE!  A Archaeologist  hired  by  the  Logging  Company  said  that  this 
was  a grave.. but  those  others  were  not... yet  all  were  exactly  the  same  as 
we  walked  it.  I could  not  understand I could  not. 

She  said  they  begged  to  be  able  to  at  least  close  the  graves... and  were 
forbidden  by  court  order  to  do  so. 

I followed  in  silence  as  we  filmed  the  scene  of  destruction ...  and  she 
stopped  and  pointed  to  the  sacred  Medicine  Man's  grave  who  protected  the 
valley  of  the  Children.  From  the  center  of  it  grew.. as  if  from  his 
heart... a giant  tree... and  as  I walked  up... we  saw  the  bones  there... just 
laying  there  on  top  of  the  ground... and  my  heart  sank. 

She  showed  me  the  altar. .thousands  of  years  old  ...no  one  around  anymore 
to  do  ceremony  on  it... so  Creator  felled  a sacred  cedar  tree  which  landed 
exactly  in  the  middle  of  the  altar... as  perpetual  timeless  sacred 
offering. .. and  we  filmed  it. 

We  walked  around  the  ravines... as  I stepped  through  the  hundreds  of 
graves... and  came... into  the  Valley  of  The  Children. . .She  pointed  out  a 
felled  giant  tree. . .pulled  up  by  its  roots... as  if  by  some  unseen  power, 
angry  at  the  destruction  of  this  sacred  place. 

And  then.... I walked  around  the  corner... and  I saw  it... the  thing  which 
broke  our  hearts... A tiny  baby's  grave. .. .open. . .four  of  them... where 
vandals  had  dug  into  them. ...  stolen  the  bones  and  artifacts ...  and 
again... she  reminded  me... we  could  not  close  them  legally. 

She  told  me  the  true  story  of  a young  child  who  appeared  there  one 
day... and  there  are  many  stories  of  this  happening  to  those  who  walk  those 
grounds. . .The  child  approached  a visitor  and  asked,  "What  happened  to  the 
man  who  planted  selu  (corn)?"  The  man  who  owned  that  particular  tract  of 
land  was  cherokee  who  would  only  plant  corn  on  that  section  out  of  respect 
for  the  dead  there and  who  had  died. 

We  filmed.... in  defiance ...  all  of  it.  All  of  it... to  show  you  the 
cruelty  of  man... I wanted  you  to  see  it.... to  understand  that  we  are  still 
today. . .dishonored. 

I spoke  to  a 95  year  old  woman,  Omi  Bradford,  who  every  other  week,  of 
her  whole  life  has  gone  to  that  sacred  place  and  tried  to  tend  the  graves. 
She  is  too  feeble  to  go  anymore  and  I was  glad  for  this  thing... for  she 
asked  me  point  blank  a question  that  broke  my  heart  to  answer ... "Tell  me, 
they  have  not  built  a road  through  there  have  they?  I am  so  afraid  they 
are  going  to  do  that."  I got  down  on  one  knee  before  her... my  Sisters 
silent... as  I had  to  tell  her,  "Grandmother .. .they  have  taken  bulldozers  in 
there... and  yes... they  have  torn  up  the  land  and  made  a logging  road  in 
there  now."  She  looked  into  my  eyes  in  disbelief ....  shaking  her  head... her 
eyes  which  had  seen  many  things. . .filling  with  tears.  She  could  not  speak 
and  I knew  she  was  remembering  almost  a decade  of  her  caretaking. . .which 
was  done... for  nothing. 

And  so.... we  Three  walked  out ...  silently ...  for  what  was  there  to  say?  I 
asked  one  of  my  Sisters  who  had  been  fighting  for  years  to  save  this  land 
with  her  grocery  money... What  can  we  do?  What  can  we  do? 

She  said .... "They  want  7 Million  Dollars  for  this  property.  I spoke 
with  the  Governor  of  Georgia's  wife.... He  offered  $1.5  million  to  the 
Georgia  State  Senator  who  owns  this  and  plans  to  put  a housing  addition  on 
it.  The  Senator  turned  it  down.. He  is  asking  three  times  what  it  is 


worth . " 

I am  struck  by  the  thought. .. .they  are  holding  our  dead  ancestors 
hostage  for  ransom. 

As  we  begin  to  leave.... she  asks  me.... "Do  you  want  to  go  with  me 
tonight  to  Chattanooga?  I just  got  a call  about  a fresh  grave  desecration 
of  our  People  there."  I tell  her  yes... and  we  agree  to  meet. 

Later... I go  to  her  home ...  something  has  come  up  that  she  cannot  make 
the  trip  tonight  to  Chattanooga ....  and  I see  how  tired... how  sick  she 

is. .. how  she  has  given  everything  and  collapsed  once  from  physical 
exhaustion.  I tell  her  I worry  for  her... She  replies,  "I  have  given  my 
heart  for  the  People... I am  prepared  to  give  my  Spirit." 

And  then.... I am  given  the  sacred  trust  of  telling  another  story.... and 
this  story  is  so  overwhelming  that  I hesitated  to  share  it  with  you... and 
do  so  only  to  let  you  know  that  there  are  two  others  in  this  circle... who 
know  it... and  since  we  are  filming  it.... I will  reveal  it  to  you... 

The  Hopi  Sacred  ones  called  for  the  6 sacred  stones  to  be  brought  to 
them... They  retreated  to  prayer  and  to  read  the  stones ...  emerged ...  refused 
to  say  what  they  had  seen... and  stated.. "The  seventh  stone  is  not  here.." 

For  those  of  you  who  do  not  know  of  our  prophecy. .there  are  seven  stones 
to  be  read  to  tell  of  what  is  going  to  happen  to  the  world. 

Last  night .... *offers  prayers  here*... the  stone  was  unwrapped  and  I saw 

it.  I was  allowed  to  film  it... and  have  photos  of  it.  It  came  from  a 
secret  location .. .On  that  location  is  exactly  what  our  Cherokee  Prophecy's 
have  given... a healing  spring.. a altar . .thousands  of  years  old... and  on  the 
rock  was  written  a message... we  knew  what  it  said ... "Warrior  (Guardian)  of 
the  Sacred  Fire."  We  believe  it  to  be  the  7th  stone. 

Now.. what  I am  about  to  tell  you  will  take  much  faith  on  your  part... The 
pictures  I have  in  my  possession  show  a progression  of  red  light... a fire 
like  light  coming  from  that  stone... You  can  see  it  getting  redder...and 
more  powerful  in  the  sequence  of  pictures.  One  of  the  medicine  men  who 
came  and  saw  it... said  it  had  sacred  power.  I breathed  on  that  stone... I 
looked  at  it  inches  from  me... felt  it's  power.. and  I say  to  you  that  in  my 
entire  life  I have  never  seen  or  known  anything  as  sacred. 

The  location  has  been  kept  secret  for  untold  years... no  one  has  seen  it 
before... and  the  cairns  and  monoliths  there  are  incredibly  powerful  and 
sacred.  It  is  joyous  that  it  has  remained  undiscovered .. .for  it  too  would 
have  been  vandalized  and  destroyed. 

The  stone  is  kept  guarded  safely  but  I asked  and  received  permission  for 
Michael,  who  is  coming  to  see  me  in  Dune,  from  England  to  view  it  and 
inspect  it.  The  pictures  will  be  scanned  and  put  up  on  the  homepage  in  the 
next  few  days  for  I received  permission  to  do  that.  What  you  will  see  then 
will  move  your  heart.... 

We  sat  and  spoke  our  hearts  last  night.... and  they  cried... as  we  felt  it 
hopeless  to  raise  7 million  dollars  to  rescue  the  ancestors.  I told 
them... There  is  no  other  choice. . .none. . .They  told  me  that  the  land  where 
the  sacred  spring  is  on  is  only  $56,000. . .and  I thought.. it  might  as  well 
be  7 million. . .for  the  number  of  that  money  struck  me  immediately. . .7. . .for 
the  7 clans. 

They  told  me  the  story  of  the  White  religious  leaders  dilemma  during  the 
imprisonment  of  our  people  during  the  roundup  before  the  forced  March  to 
Oklahoma .. .As  our  People  were  dying... in  droves... the  religious  leaders  of 
the  dominant  culture  could  not  decide  whether  to  pray  over  our  dead  or  not 
and  one  said,  "Does  a Savage  Have  a Soul?"  I could  not  speak.... 

We  hugged  out  Goodbyes ...  and  I promised  to  return  next  week  as  they  gave 
me  all  the  original  documents  and  affidavits  and  some  video  tape  to  study 
at  home.  I started  towards  Arizona... as  I had  wished  to  film  the  Yaqui 
Nation's  Sundance  for  the  Children. 

It  was  late... about  3 AM  when  I pulled  into  the  first  rest  stop  across  the 
Alabama  Border  to  rest  for  a hour... and  as  I slept ...  suddenly  I was 
awakened ...  by  the  sound  of  a child  crying.  Another  thing  I hesitate  to 
tell  you.  I raised  up.. no  children  were  around. . .Dawn  was  breaking. ...  I 
had  this  profound  sense  of  sadness... of  loss  as  I remembered 

yesterday so... I stepped  out  of  my  car  as  the  dawn  came.. and  knelt 

on  the  Alabama  soil.. and  did  the  Morning  Ceremony  and  offered  Tobacco... as 
I felt  tourists  there  were  probably  staring  in  disbelief. 


I asked... What  do  you  wish  me  to  do?  What?  And  I knew... I had  to  turn 
around ...  come  back... and  write  this  story  to  you. . .so. . .sighs. . I drove  400 
miles  back. . .to  NC  to  a computer  to  write  it.  And  each  mile  of  the  way  my 
heart  thought... of  the  children.... 

So... I stand  before  this  council ...  and  I now  speak  my  heart's  purpose  to 
you.. and  I give  you  the  messages  of  what  I have  learned  from  this  Journey 
yesterday. 

I speak  first  to  the  Warriors  Societies. . .of  First  Nations... I ask  you 
this... You  have  been  sworn  by  blood  to  protect  the  Old  ones... the 
babies... the  women... and  I stood  by  your  sacred  Society's  Warrior's  wall 
there.. and  saw  the  graves  of  your  Brothers  who  fell  protecting  that 
land... and  I ask  you... Does  not  your  blood  oath  also  bind  you  to  protect 
those  of  our  People  who  have  gone  South?  Does  your  heart  not  also  say  to 

you  that  you  cannot  allow  them  to  be  stolen? 

To  the  Teachers. . .Have  you  taught  your  students  the  truth  of  our  being 
sold  as  slaves?  Of  our  being  kidnapped?  Of  our  people's  bodies  being 
stolen  and  kidnapped  even  in  Death?  Do  you  tell  them  that  we  are  even  now 
being  held  for  a ransom? 

To  the  Medicine  People... You  know  of  the  prophecies .. .You  know  our 
laws... Do  you  not  see  that  our  sacred  oath  to  protect  our  lands  are  being 

violated?  Do  you  sit  there  and  your  heart  not  speak  from  Spirit  to  do 

something  about  this  thing? 

To  the  Gentle  People  of  All  Nations... Do  you  not  see  the  tragedy  of 
these  acts?  Are  we  so  calloused ...  so  desensitized  that  it  does  not  matter 
to  us  anymore?  Do  you  not  understand  that  today  it  is  us .. .tomorrow  it  is 
your  culture?  Would  you  not  take  our  hand  and  help  us  fight  this  thing?  It 
is  against  human  rights... not  just  indian  rights... not  just  the  Indian 
First  Nations  People. . .all. .ALL  people.... 

To  my  First  Nations  Brothers  and  Sisters .. .Your  hearts  are  on  the 
ground .. .your  do  not  see  a cause  in  your  life  to  fight  for... You 
exist ...  merely  exist... You  have  no  fire  in  your  hearts  anymore. .You  do  not 
do  the  old  dances... You  do  not  observe  the  Traditions. . .Why?  Why?  Have  you 
so  assimilated  you  have  forgotten  you  are  of  a Honorable  People?  You  are 
of  FIRST  NATIONS!  I say  to  you... this  humble  Tsalagi  Woman  say... Stand  up! 
Bring  your  HEARTS  UP!!!  Remember  the  words  of  Crazy  Horse.. FIGHT  ON!  FIGHT 
ON!  Do  not... do  NOT  please  allow  our  many  tribes  of  People  to  be  bound  to 
this  earth  because  of  this  desecration .. .We  need  help.... 

To  the  hundreds  of  college  students  who  talk  to  me  in  isca...I  say  to 
you  that  you  have  told  me... most  all  of  you  there  is  nothing  to  believe  in 
anymore.  You  do  not  see  honor  anymore.. nor  pride  of  a People.  I say  to 
you... Stand  for  this.. Stand  for  this  honor!  Plant  your  staff  deeply  on 
this  battlefield  to  save  these  thousands  of  graves... but  more  than 
that... to  make.. MAKE  promises  be  kept... to  make  them  Honor  their  Promises. 

Too  long  we  have  stepped  further  and  further  into  the  darkness ...  until 
we  have  been  so  blinded  we  cannot  see  the  way  anymore.  We  must  take  a 
stand... and  say. .NO  MORE!  NO  MORE!! 

I do  not  know  how.... I do  not  know  which  way  we  can  do  this  thing.. but  I 
say  to  you  that  I cannot  stand  silent  in  the  darkness  anymore  and  watch 
babies  taken  from  graves... a people  dishonored ....  I cannot.  Each  heart 
must  speak  for  itself... but  I know  three  Cherokee  Women  who  are  determined 
not  to  allow  another  bulldozer  tear  up  one  more  grave... 

I know  your  hearts  are  generous ...  but  do  NOT  send  me  money  please... do 
not... I know  others  want  to  help... but  this  is  not  the  way. . .We  must  do 
what  is  necessary  and  I would  wish  you  to  contribute  to  the  fund  to  buy 
that  land.  Some  might  think  there  is  no  way  we  could  raise  $7  million.  I 
only  know  that  we  must  try.  To  save  the  land ...  Preservationists  of  Native 
American  Sites , Inc.  must  be  contacted.  5551  Prince  Phillip  Way  Stone 
Mountain  Georgia  30087 

To  those  of  you  who  write  to  me  about  this ...  please  cc  a copy  to  Gary 
Night  Owl  at  gars@netcom.com  I will  be  traveling  filming  a lot... and  Gary 
of  the  Warrior  Society,  my  friend... and  will  help  answer  as  will  his  wife 
Janet . 

For  those  of  you  who  wish  to  fight  this  thing. . .to  ask  other  questions 
please  know  it  may  take  a little  time  but  we  will  answer  your  questions. 

As  I leave  the  fire... I leave  with  you  this  thought ... "Do  Savages  have 


souls? 


Bnekah:  (age  6)  But. . .Grandmother. . .why  did  the  people  hug  the  trees  as 
they  were  being  forced  off  their  lands? 

Grandmother:  The  soldiers  didn't  understand  we  were  saying  goodbye  to  our 
loved  ones. 

Brekah:  But. .but. .why  didn't  they  just  run  off?  Why  did  they  stay  on  that 
march  on  the  Trail  of  Tears? 

Grandmother:  Because  each  night.. they  would  run  the  old  ones  around  the 
fires  until  they  fell  from  exhaustion.  They  knew  the  younger  ones  would 
not  leave  the  old  ones  there. 

Brekah:  And  they  dig  up  our  dead  ancestors  why?  Why  do  they  say  they  want 
to  study  them? 

Grandmother:  Perhaps,  Brekah,  because  they  didn't  learn  the  lessons  well 
enough  in  the  past. 

Brekah:  *looks  up*  Then  they  will  repeat  them? 

Grandmother:  *nods*  Then  it  shall  be  repeated... 

Brekah:  *softly*  I think  Creator  will  have  something  to  say  about  that  myself. 
Grandmother:  So  do  I.... so  do  I.... 

+Backs  7 steps  from  the  fire... one  for  each  of  the  sacred  clans. + 

Thank  you  for  hearing  my  heart.... 

"RE : Boycott  Request"  

Date:  Fri,  19  Apr  1996  04:34:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Sub j : Boycott  Request 

UUCP  email 

The  name  of  the  Georgia  State  Senator  (who  has  US  Senatorial  aspirations) 
who  owns  the  land  our  ancestors  are  buried  on  is: 

Sen.  Clinton  M.  Day 

4725  Peachtree  Corners  Circle 

Suite  300 

Norcross,  GA  30092 
404  446-1500 

Fie  owns  Days  Inn  Motel  Chains.  I urge  everyone  to  put  this  information 
out  on  your  various  forums. . .mail  lists... and  encourage  people  to  also  do 
so.  This  man  is  asking  a ransom  for  our  people... Fie  is  refusing  to  allow 
us  to  close  their  graves  or  do  ceremony  over  them.  Please  boycott  all  Days 
Inns  in  protest  of  the  greed  of  the  owner  who  refuses  to  respect  our 
People. 

I put  out  a call  request  to  all  First  Nations  People.. and  to  all  People 
who  are  of  good  heart... to  wear  a circle  of  red  and  black  ribbons .. .tied 
in  a circle  to  represent  the  sacred  hoop/the  red  nations/and  mourning  for 
our  dead  who  are  being  desecrated.  Please  pin  this  over  your  heart... in 
support  until  our  ancestors  are  allowed  to  be  reburied  in  honor... and  the 
desecration  stops.  Please  forward  this  information  about  the  circle 
ribbon. .which  shows  unity  around  Mother  Earth... to  all  you  know. 

I believe  by  showing  we  will  no  longer  tolerate  dishonor. .desecration 
of  ANY  graves  where  bodies  resting  in  the  breast  of  Mother  Earth... that  we 
shall  help  heal  all  nations.  Wado.... 

"RE;  Chinook  to  get  Apology  from  Church"  

Date:  6:14  AM  Apr  20  1996 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet . com 

Sub j : Chinook  to  get  Apology  from  Church 

Newsgroup:  ape . indig. info 


Came  across  this  short  article  in  the  Native  American  Press/Ojibwe  News: 


Christian  Group  Plans  Apology  to  Chinook  Tribe  Hammond,  Oregon 

A Christian  group  plans  to  apologize  to  the  Chinook  Indians  for  a broken 
treaty  in  hopes  that  God  will  be  pleased  enough  to  restore  the  economy  in 
northwest  Oregon.  "I  know  this  may  all  sound  crazy  to  you,  but  we  believe 
in  the  Bible,"  said  the  Rev.  Chris  Schauermann,  pastor  of  Philadelphia 
Church  in  Hammond.  Schauermann  cites  the  story  of  King  David:  After  years 
of  famine.  King  David  turned  to  God  and  asked  why,  and  was  told  his 
ancestors  had  broken  a treaty  by  warring  against  another  community.  The 
U.S.  government  signed  a 1857  treaty  with  the  Chinooks,  but  today  does  not 
recognize  the  Chinooks  as  an  American  Indian  Tribe.  Without  that 
recognition,  the  tribe  has  no  land  claims  or  fishing  and  gambling  rights, 
and  does  not  receive  federal  money.  Schauermann  and  his  congregation 
believe  that  various  economic  troubles  in  the  area  may  be  God's  way  of 
hinting  that  an  apology  is  needed.  The  congregation  will  formally  ask  the 
Chinook  tribe  for  forgiveness  during  a ceremony  May  25  on  the  Clatsop 
County  Courthouse  steps  in  Astoria.  "We  are  just  going  to  apologize  for 
what  happened  to  them  and  ask  for  their  forgiveness,"  Schauermann  said. 

The  Church  group  also  will  offer  its  support  of  the  Chinook's  bid  for 
federal  recognition  and  request  $3  million  in  restitution.  Schauermann 
said  a similar  ceremony  between  American  Indian  tribes  in  Palm  Springs, 
Calif.,  ended  a high  violent  crime  rate  that  he  says  was  the  result  of  a 
massacre  by  one  tribe  against  the  other.  "That  was  a crime  of  violence. 

Our  crime  is  a crime  of  economics.  We  stole  something  that  doesn't  belong 
to  us." 

Feather  Eaglerock,  Leech  Lake  Rez 

English  is  a foreign  language.  Reclaim  the  language  of  your  People  and 
send  it  to  the  future  as  your  gift  to  your  grandchildren's  grandchildren . 
di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 

— "RE:  Dim  Thunder's  Quest"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Apr  1996  21:10:24  GMT 

From:  sicc@sasknet . sk. ca  (Sask.  Indian  Cultural  Centre) 

Sub j : Run  for  Freedom--Jim  Thunder's  Quest 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

In  1988,  Dim  Thunder  ran  on  foot  from  Edmonton,  Alberta  to  New  York  City. 
The  purpose  of  his  mission  was  to  request  the  return  of  a sacred  bundle  from 
a museum.  Although  the  run  was  completed  his  first  campaign  to  retrieve  the 
bundle  was  unsuccessful.  His  run  was  documented  in  all  the  major  newspapers 
in  1988-89.  Dim  Thunder  is  going  to  run  again 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

During  the  entire  course  of  his  run  he  will  carry  an  American  flag  to 
honour  the  native  veterans,  many  of  whom  served  in  the  great  wars  of  this 
century.  That  flag  will  be  carried  from  the  Battle  River  to  the  Atlantic 
Ocean . 

The  tentative  schedule  runs  from  January  4th,  1997  to  May  27th  1997.  His 
route  is:  North  Battleford,  Saskatoon,  Regina,  Bismarck,  Minneapolis, 
Chicago,  Cleveland,  and  New  York.  After  meeting  with  the  Museum  in  New 
York,  he  will  run  to  Washington,  DC,  to  present  the  flag  to  the  American 
President . 

Volunteers  are  needed  to  organize  public  support,  rallies,  banquets,  press 
conferences,  radio  and  television  interviews,  and  speaking  engagements. 

Those  who  have  experience  in  public  relations,  management,  diplomacy,  and 
fund  raising  are  invited  to  apply.  Also  sales  representatives,  and  several 
drivers  are  needed. 

If  you  enjoy  travel,  challenge,  adventure,  and  meeting  people,  this  might 
be  for  you.  Start  off  by  sending  an  email  message  to  this  address.  It 
will  be  forwarded  to  me. 

Jim  Thunder 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
PS  from  Jim  Bruce 

Jim  Thunder  dropped  by  several  weeks  ago  to  announce  his  intended  run.  He 


showed  me  some  wonderful  clippings  and  articles  documenting  it.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  Dim  can  accomplish  such  a feat--the  proof  is  history. 

The  SICC  is  not  in  any  way  directly  involved,  although  I must  personally 
say  I am  impressed  with  the  vision  of  this  man  and  his  integrity. 

I know  he  is  planning  to  set  up  a non-profit  society,  and  gather  a 
responsible  board  of  directors  to  administer  funds.  Nothing  is  in  place 
at  this  time. 

All  email  sent  to  this  address  will  be  forwarded  to  Dim  Thunder. 

"RE : Norma  lean  Croy  Update"  

From:  amt@teleport.com  (Planet  Peace) 

Sub j : Norma  lean  Croy  Defense  Committee's  Update  & Petition 
Date:  Fri,  19  Apr  1996  20:21:28  -0700 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, alt . activism, alt . prisons 

Norma  lean  Croy  Defense  Committee's  lanuary/April  Update  & Petition 
[For  more  info,  please  check  out  the  NICDC's  homepage  at 
http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/norma/  --  Andrea] 

April,  1996  Update: 

1. Bad  News:  Parole  board  denied  Norma  a release  date  - told  to  return 
in  1 year. 

2.  Good  News:  Federal  court  granted  our  motion  for  an  evidentiary  hearing  - 
to  be  set  sometime  in  summer! 

The  following  letter  outlines  how  you  can  help.  There  is  also  a petition 
(see  below)  which  you  can  print  out  and  return  to  the  Norma  lean  Croy 
Defense  Committee. 


Norma  lean  Croy  Defense  Committee 
Pier  5 

San  Francisco,  CA  94111 
lanuary,  1996 

Dear  Friends: 

It's  been  a long  time  since  there  has  been  anything  new  to  tell  you  about 
Norma  lean's  fight  for  freedom  that  she  should  never  have  lost  so  many 
years  ago. 

As  some  of  you  know,  the  case  has  been  in  the  federal  district  court  for 
quite  some  time.  There  has  been  many  back  and  forths  between  Norma  lean's 
lawyers  and  the  California  Attorney  General's  office.  It  is  now  up  to  the 
judge,  who  has  taken  the  motion  for  an  evidentiary  hearing  (a  hearing  to 
decide  if  there's  enough  evidence  to  grant  a new  trial)  under  submission 
(he's  thinking  about  it).  We  are  hoping  for  a decision  soon.  We  are  pretty 
confident  that  Norma  lean  will  be  granted  a hearing,  and  ultimately  a new 
trial,  if  not  outright  freedom. 

We  are  very  appreciative  of  your  constant  support  and  encouragement  over 
the  years.  The  letters  of  concern  and  outrage,  the  petitions,  the  money, 
the  letters  to  the  parole  board  have  all  been  greatly  appreciated.  The 
more  of  us  who  they  know  are  paying  attention,  the  more  pressure  on  them 
to  do  something  to  reverse  the  outrageous  injustice  that  was  done  to  Norma 
lean  seventeen  years  ago. 

The  fight  is  not  over  until  Norma  lean  is  out  of  prison,  so  we  continue  to 
need  your  support  in  the  following  ways: 

1. The  video  "Shasta  Woman"  is  again  available.  We  ask  for  a 
contribution  of  at  least  $15.00  for  the  video.  If  $15.00  is  more  than  you 
can  do  and  you  want  the  video  to  get  the  word  out  and/or  fundraising,  just 
let  us  know. 

2.  Getting  the  word  out  through  articles,  TV,  radio  shows,  etc.,  is 
always  welcome.  We  ask  that  you  clear  information  with  the  defense 
committee  before  putting  it  out.  We  have  received  already-printed  articles 
with  misinformation,  so  we  prefer  to  check  things  out  before  they  go 
public.  Thanks! 


3.  Money.  We  can  always  use  donation  to  support  the  work  we  are  doing  and 
to  send  Norma  money  for  commissary  in  prison  and  for  quarterly  packages. 

4.  Norma  lean  is  scheduled  to  go  before  the  parole  board,  again! 

Letters  addressed  to  the  parole  board  but  mailed  to  the  defense  committee 
would  be  much  appreciated.  At  the  very  least  it  lets  them  know  how  much 
support  Norma  lean  has  out  here.  Again,  we  need  to  keep  up  the  pressure. 
Please  send  letters  by  March  1st,  to  N1CDC,  Pier  5,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94111. 

5.  Keep  those  petitions  coming  in.  We  have  enclosed  one  with  this  letter. 
Feel  free  to  photocopy  it  and  fill  more  than  one  out. 

Norma  lean  is  doing  well.  All  the  love,  support  and  encouragement  you  send 
her  way  helps  keep  her  going.  Her  kindness,  support  of  other  prisoners, 
and  incredible  sense  of  humor  stay  strong  despite  all  that  has  come  her 
way.  So  again,  on  behalf  of  Norma  lean  thank-you  all  for  your  continued 
support . 

We  hope  next  time  we  write  to  you  it  will  be  to  give  you  the  date  of  Norma 
lean's  evidentiary  hearing  in  Sacramento  (please  attend  if  you  can)  --  one 
more  step  toward  Norma  lean  Croy's  freedom. 

In  Solidarity, 

Dvora  Gordon, 

on  behalf  of  the  Norma  lean  Croy  Defense  Committee 


PETITION  FOR  NORMA  1EAN  CROY 

We,  the  undersigned,  support  the  immediate  release 
of  Norma  lean  Croy,  #14293,  currently  serving  a life 
sentence  at  CCWF  in  Chowchilla,  California. 

Signature  Name  Street  Address  City  State  Zip 


Please  mail  completed  petitions  to:  Norma  lean  Croy  Defense  Committee, 
Pier  5,  San  Francisco,  California  94111 
\Planet  Peace  http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/ 

Nothing  Real  Can  be  Threatened.  Nothing  Unreal  Exists. 

w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w-w 

- "RE:  Haudenosaunee  Sacred  Masks"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Apr  1996  07:19:42  -0400 

From:  bfl45@freenet.carleton.ca  (Allen  Gabriel) 

Sub j : Haudenosaunee  Sacred  Masks 

UUCP  email 

Presented  for  your  perusal.  This  is  an  example  of  how,  increasingly,  our 
people  are  losing  touch  with  the  traditional  principles  and  values  that 
make  our  diverse  nations  unique  and  distinct.  Is  assimilation  working? 

Please  note  that,  to  date,  I've  received  no  word  from  the  CNAF. 

April  12,  1996 

3ohn  Kim  Bell 
Via  fax 

Founder  and  Chair 

National  Aboriginal  Achievement  Awards 
c/o  Canadian  Native  Arts  Foundation 
77  Mowat  Avenue,  suite  508 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M6K  3E3 


She : kon, 

I hope  this  finds  you  in  good  mind,  body  and  spirit.  This  morning's  Ottawa 
Citizen  ran  an  article,  in  its  Entertainment  section,  on  your  upcoming 
awards  telecast.  Accompanying  the  article  is  a photograph  of  Tina  Keeper 
and  Tom  lackson,  this  year's  hosts,  holding  Rotinonsionni  (Iroquois) 
medicine  masks.  These  masks  are  often  referred  to  as  false-face  masks. 

I've  also  been  advised  that  the  CBC  has  been  running  similar  television 
ads  and  that,  at  one  point,  Mr.  lackson  covers  his  face  with  the  mask  he 
is  holding. 

As  a Kanienkehaka  artist,  you  must  surely  be  aware  of  the  deep  spiritual 
significance,  and  great  power,  of  these  sacred  medicine  masks  to  our 
people.  You  must  also  be  aware  that  there  is  only  one  truly  respectful  use 
for  these  masks  --  that  being  for  the  medicinal  ceremonies  --  as  described 
in  our  Creation  Stories.  The  power  of  these  masks  are  not  to  be  trifled 
with.  There  are  many  of  our  people  who  use  them  disrespectfully  and  the 
consequences  of  such  misuse  will  be  theirs  to  bear. 

In  its  Spring  1995  issue  (Vol.  #1),  the  Akwesasne  Notes  published  the 
Rotinonsionni  (Iroquois  Confederacy)  policy  statement  concerning  the 
appropriate,  and  inappropriate,  use  of  these  sacred  masks.  I am  including 
the  text  of  that  policy  with  this  letter.  I urge  you,  your  hosts,  and  any 
personnel  who  may  be  involved  in  this  ad  campaign,  to  read  it  carefully. 

I am  supportive  of  our  people  achieving  success  in  their  chosen  careers 
and  such  achievements  should  be  acknowledged  and  celebrated.  I'm  not 
certain,  however,  that  the  format  you've  chosen  best  reflects  the 
traditional  principles  and  values  of  our  diverse  indigenous  cultures. 

Surely  you  will  agree  that  your  organization  should  not  conduct  itself  in 
a manner  that  trivializes  and  exploits  our  spirituality.  Cultural 
appropriation  is  a serious  issue  that  our  peoples  have  been  trying  to 
correct  for  generations  and  your  use  of  our  masks  is  inappropriate. 

I am  willing  to  give  Ms.  Keeper  and  Mr.  lackson  the  benefit  of  the  doubt 
in  this  matter.  They  are  not  of  our  culture  and  perhaps  they  participated 
in  this  publicity  stunt  without  knowing  the  full  extent  of  its 
sacrilegious  nature.  As  role  models,  I hope  they  will  be  more  careful  in 
the  future. 

I feel  a public  apology,  during  your  telecast  this  Sunday,  is  in  order. 

I also  suggest  the  N.A.A.A.  adopt  a rigid  policy  to  ensure  that  respect 
for  peoples'  cultures  be  given  the  highest  priority.  All  indigenous 
nations  have  sacred  societies  and  objects  that  must  be  respected.  I 
encourage  your  organization,  in  preparing  its  future  awards  programs,  to 
conduct  detailed  research  in  order  to  avoid  this  sort  of  thing  from 
happening  again. 

Nia :wen 

Kanatiio 

cc  Mohawk  Nation  Council  of  Chiefs 

Grand  Council  of  the  Rotinonsionni 
Akwesasne  Notes 
Aboriginal  Voices 
The  Ottawa  Citizen 

Attachment 

HAUDENOSAUNEE  CONFEDERACY  ANNOUNCES  POLICY  ON  FALSE  FACE  MASKS 

The  Grand  Council  of  the  Haudenosaunee,  The  Six  Nations  Iroquois 
Confederacy,  issues  the  following  policy  statement  regarding  all  medicine 
masks  of  the  Haudenosaunee: 

Medicine  Societies 

Within  the  Haudenosaunee  there  are  various  medicine  societies  that  have 
the  sacred  duty  to  maintain  the  use  and  strength  of  special  medicines, 
both  for  individual  and  community  welfare.  A medicine  society  is  comprised 
of  Haudenosaunee  who  have  partaken  of  the  medicine  and  are  thereby  bound 
to  the  protection  and  perpetuation  of  tile  special  medicines.  Such 


medicines  are  essential  to  the  spiritual  and  emotional  well-being  of  the 
Haudenosaunee  communities.  The  medicine  societies  are  a united  group  of 
individuals  who  must  uphold  and  preserve  the  rituals  that  guard  and 
protect  the  people,  and  the  future  generations. 

Among  these  medicine  societies  are  those  that  utilize  the  wooden  masks  and 
corn  husk  masks,  which  represent  the  shared  power  of  the  original  medicine 
beings.  Although  there  are  variations  of  their  images,  all  the  masks  have 
power  and  an  intended  purpose  that  is  solely  for  the  members  of  the 
respective  medicine  societies.  Interference  with  the  sacred  duties  of  the 
societies  and/or  their  masks  is  a violation  of  the  freedom  of  the 
Haudenosaunee  and  does  great  harm  to  the  welfare  of  the  Haudenosaunee 
communities . 

Status  of  Masks 

All  wooden  and  corn  husk  masks  of  the  Haudenosaunee  are  sacred,  regardless 
of  size  or  age.  By  their  very  nature,  masks  are  empowered  the  moment  they 
are  made.  The  image  of  the  mask  is  sacred  and  is  only  to  be  used  for  its 
intended  purpose.  Masks  do  not  have  to  he  put  through  any  ceremony  or  have 
tobacco  attached  to  them  in  order  to  become  useful  or  powerful.  Masks 
should  not  be  made  unless  they  are  to  he  used  by  members  of  the  medicine 
society,  according  to  established  tradition. 

Sales  of  Masks 

No  masks  can  be  made  for  commercial  purposes.  Individuals  who  make  masks 
for  sale  or  sell  masks  to  non-Indians  violate  the  intended  use  of  the 
masks,  and  such  individuals  must  cease  these  activities  as  they  do  great 
harm  to  the  Haudenosaunee.  The  commercialization  of  medicine  masks  is  an 
exploitation  of  Haudenosaunee  culture. 

Authority  over  Medicine  Masks 

Each  Haudenosaunee  reservation  has  a medicine  mask  society  that  has 
authority  over  the  use  of  masks  for  individual  and  community  needs.  Each 
society  is  charged  with  the  protection  of  their  sacred  masks  and  the 
assurance  of  their  proper  use.  The  Grand  Council  of  Chiefs  has  authority 
over  all  medicine  societies  and  shall  appoint  individual  leaders  or 
medicine  societies  as  necessary.  However,  no  individual  can  speak  or  make 
decisions  for  medicine  societies  or  the  displacement  of  medicine  masks.  No 
institution  has  the  authority  over  medicine  masks,  as  they  are  the  sole 
responsibility  of  the  medicine  societies  and  the  Grand  Council  of  Chiefs. 

Exhibition  of  Medicine  Masks 

The  public  exhibition  of  all  medicine  masks  is  forbidden.  Medicine  masks 
are  not  intended  for  everyone  to  see  and  such  exhibition  does  not 
recognize  the  sacred  duties  and  special  functions  of  the  masks. 

The  exhibition  of  masks  by  museums  does  not  serve  to  enlighten  the  public 
regarding  the  culture  of  the  Haudenosaunee  as  such  an  exhibition  violates 
the  intended  purpose  of  the  mask  and  contributes  to  the  desecration  of  the 
sacred  image.  In  addition,  information  regarding  medicine  societies  is  not 
meant  for  general  distribution.  The  non-Indian  public  does  not  have  the 
right  to  examine,  interpret,  or  present  the  beliefs,  functions,  and  duties 
of  the  secret  medicine  societies  of  the  Haudenosaunee.  The  sovereign 
responsibility  of  the  Haudenosaunee  over  their  spiritual  duties  must  be 
respected  by  the  removal  of  all  medicine  masks  from  exhibition  and  from 
access  to  non-Indians. 

Reproductions,  castings,  photographs,  or  illustrations  of  medicine  masks 
should  not  he  used  in  exhibitions,  as  the  image  of  the  medicine  masks 
should  not  be  used  in  these  fashions.  To  subject  tile  image  of  the 
medicine  masks  to  ridicule  or  misrepresentation  is  a violation  of  the 
sacred  functions  of  the  masks. 

The  Council  of  Chiefs  find  that  there  is  no  proper  way  to  explain, 
interpret,  or  present  the  significance  of  the  medicine  masks  and 
therefore,  ask  that  no  attempt  be  made  by  museums  to  do  so  other  than  to 
explain  the  wishes  of  the  Haudenosaunee  in  this  matter. 


Return  of  Medicine  Masks 


All  Haudenosaunee  medicine  masks  currently  possessed  by  non-Indians, 
including  Museums,  Art  Galleries,  Historical  Societies,  Universities, 
Commercial  Enterprises,  Foreign  Governments,  and  Individuals  should  be 
returned  to  the  Grand  Council  of  Chiefs  of  the  Haudenosaunee,  who  will 
ensure  their  proper  use  and  protection  for  the  future  generations. 

There  is  no  legal,  moral,  or  ethical  way  in  which  a medicine  mask  can  be 
obtained  or  possessed  by  a non-Indian  individual  or  institution,  as  in 
order  for  a medicine  mask  to  be  removed  from  the  society  it  would  require 
the  sanction  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Chiefs.  This  sanction  has  never  been 
given.  We  ask  all  people  to  cooperate  in  the  restoration  of  masks  and 
other  sacred  objects  to  the  proper  caretakers  among  the  Haudenosaunee.  It 
is  only  through  these  actions  that  the  traditional  culture  will  remain 
strong  and  peace  will  be  restored  to  our  communities. 

Dawnaytoh, 

Chief  Leon  Shenandoah,  Tadadaho 
Grand  Council  of  the  Haudenosaunee 

--  Reprinted  with  permission 

April  18,  1996 

The  Editor 

The  Globe  and  Mail 

She:kon  (Greetings), 

This  is  in  reference  to  an  article  which  appeared  in  your  April  17,  1996 
issue,  under  the  headline,  "Awards  show  draws  complaints."  It  is 
disappointing  to  see  that  lohn  Kim  Bell  continues  to  justify  his  use  of 
our  sacred  masks  in  this  year's  National  Aboriginal  Achievement  Awards. 

I wrote  to  Mr.  Bell,  on  Friday  April  12,  1996,  to  raise  my  concerns  over 
this  matter.  I included  a copy  of  the  Haudenosaunee  policy  statement  on 
False  Face  Masks.  Surely  he's  seen  it  by  now.  The  policy  clearly  states 
that,  "All  wooden  and  corn  husk  masks  of  the  Haudenosaunee  are  sacred, 
regardless  of  size  or  age  [and  they]  should  not  be  made  unless  they  are  to 
be  used  by  members  of  the  medicine  society,  according  to  established 
tradition . " 

Mr.  Bell  is  right  when  he  says  our  people  should  not  be  selling  or  making 
replicas.  But  he  shouldn't  be  condoning  their  inappropriate  use  either.  He 
said,  "[i]t  was  not  our  intent  to  offend  anyone."  CBC  spokesperson  Tom 
Curzon  also  said,  "there  was  certainly  no  intent  to  be  disrespectful  and 
we  don't  define  them  as  religious  masks." 

Well,  the  official  custodians  of  our  medicine  societies  have  defined  the 
appropriate,  and  inappropriate,  use  of  these  masks.  I support  anyone's 
efforts  to  counter  negative  media  coverage,  which  tends  to  be 
stereotypical,  superficial  and  often  disrespectful,  in  its  portrayal  of 
indigenous  peoples. 

But,  in  this  case,  both  organizations  have  succeeded  in  being 
disrespectful  and  offensive.  The  Canadian  Native  Arts  Foundation  has 
insulted  the  Haudenosaunee.  If  those  accepting  the  responsibilities  and 
privileges  of  being  Aboriginal  role  models  don't  show  proper  respect  to 
our  cultures  and  identities,  how  can  they  expect  others  to  do  so? 

The  CBC  has  done  a disservice  to  its  viewers,  and  it  has  failed  in  its 
public  education  mandate.  Rather  than  defend  their  actions,  both 
organizations  should  apologize  and  ensure  this  does  not  happen  again. 

Nia :wen 

Kanatiio  (Allen  Gabriel) 

"RE : Book:  After  Wounded  Knee"  

Date:  18  Apr  1996  12:45:15  GMT 
From:  ggg9@ix.netcom.com (Gerald  Green) 

Sub j : NEW  BOOK::  AFTER  WOUNDED  KNEE 


Newsgroups : soc . culture. native. ameri can 


"After  Wounded  Knee:  Correspondence  of  Major  and  Surgeon 
John  Vance  Lauderdale  While  Serving  with  the  Army 
Occupying  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  1890-1891." 

The  Wounded  Knee  Massacre  of  December  29,  1890,  known  to  U.S.  military 
historians  as  the  last  battle  in  "the  Indian  Wars,"  was  in  reality  another 
tragic  event  in  a larger  pattern  of  conquest,  destruction,  killing,  and 
broken  promises  that  continues  to  characterize  U.S.  policy  toward  Native 
Americans.  Arriving  to  take  up  duties  at  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South 
Dakota  only  days  after  this  encounter  between  the  Seventh  Cavalry  and  Lakota 
civilians,  in  which  more  than  260  Lakota  men,  women,  and  children  were 
killed.  Army  Surgeon  Dohn  Vance  Lauderdale  wrote  a series  of  extended 
letters  to  his  wife  describing  what  happened.  This  body  of  correspondence 
contains  details  of  daily  life  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  under 
military  occupation.  He  also  shares  his  views  on  the  Wounded  Knee  massacre 
itself  and  on  other  tragic  events,  such  as  the  cold-blooded  murders  of  Few 
Tails  and  Lt.  Casey. 

Lauderdale  treated  the  wounded,  both  Seventh  Cavalry  soldiers  and  Lakota 
civilians.  He  had  little  sympathy  for  the  military  command  and  expressed 
outrage  at  the  tactics  used  against  the  Lakota,  who  he  saw  as  being  goaded 
into  a situation  by  white  ranchers,  land  speculators,  government  agents,  and 
the  U.S.  Army. 

After  Wounded  Knee  contains  letters  that  are  part  of  the  Dohn  Vance 
Lauderdale  Papers  in  the  Western  American  Collection  in  Yale  University's 
Beinecke  Library.  It  is  a "must  read"  title  for  anyone  interested  in  what 
happened  to  a Lakota  remnant  on  a cold  winter's  morning  more  than  a century 
ago. 

The  book  is  available  from  the  Michigan  State  University  Press. 

"RE : Gas  Tax  on  OK  Tribes"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Apr  1996  10:57:04  -0500 
From:  berryj@Okway.okstate.edu  (Dohn  Berry) 

Sub j : Gas  Tax  on  OK  Tribes  - news 

UUCP  email 


State  Senate  Supports  Tribes 
April  17th,  1996 

Oklahoma  City; 

The  Oklahoma  State  Senate  passed  a bill  agreeing  with  the  concept  of 
compacts  with  the  Tribes  on  fuel  sales  tax  from  Indian  owned  stations. 

The  Oklahoma  State  House  will  likely  block  this  bill.  State  Rep.  Howard 
Cotner,  Democrat  said,  "It  doesn't  mean  anything."  and  "I  certainly  have  no 
intention  of  considering  the  (Senate)  bill  that  passed  today."  His  plan 
puts  the  burden  of  the  fuel  tax  from  the  retail  level  to  the  wholesale  level 
and  makes  provision  for  Indians  to  apply  to  the  State  for  rebates  from  taxes 
paid  on  fuel  purchases. 

State  Senator  Derry  Price,  Republican,  from  Bartlesville,  accused  State 
Senate  Democrats  of  selling  out  to  Indian  tribes  by  supporting  the  bill  in 
the  Oklahoma  State  Senate.  He  went  on  to  question  the  concept  of  self- 
government  recognized  in  U.S.  Treaties  with  the  Tribes. 

The  situation  still  appears  to  be  un-resolved  and  will  likely  generate 
legal  challenges  from  the  Tribes. 


RE:  Poem:  Spirit 


Dohn  Berry 


From:  Lightbear@aol . com( Lightbear/Christiana  V.L.  Christie) 
Date:  Wed  Mar  20  20:56:27  1996  ] 

Sub j : Spirit 


SPIRIT 


Majestically  rugged,  you  stand  as  a force  to  be  reckoned  with. 


Thrusting  angles,  but  between  the  angles 

Sweeping,  loving  curves  of  yielding  and  change  and  options. 

Movement  out  into  the  world  from  the  depths  of  my  being. 

Leaping  up  and  out  and  around. 

Another  way  - swirling  inward. 

Lovingly  touching  and  sweeping  the  world  into  me 
In  arabesques  and  lighted  fantasies  of  all  of  creation. 

Spirit  without,  moving  in. 

Spirit  within,  moving  out. 

Expressions  of  the  same 

As  the  energy  dances  through  eternity. 

Lightbear/Christiana  V.L.  Christie 

- "RE:  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/04/19  01:01 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

Genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  28-May  4 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

28 

Be  strong  when  others  are  weak,  and  they  will  support  you  in  your  time 
of  need. 

29 

The  wind  and  the  ocean  sing  a lullaby  at  night. 

30 

Nothing  ever  truly  ends.  In  the  memories  we  preserve  and  in  the  traditions 
we  perpetuate,  there  is  always  something  new  beginning  somewhere. 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

May  was  the  first  month  of  the  Kau  season,  which  ran  from  May  through 
October.  May  was  the  time  when  the  Na  Huihui,  or  Pleiades,  set  at  sunrise. 
The  Pleiades  are  also  known  as  the  Makali'i  stars. 

1 

Be  reborn  in  the  beauty  of  spring. 

2 

The  past  teaches;  the  present  motivates;  the  future  inspires. 

3 

True  peace  lives  within  the  wondering  heart. 

4 

There  was  never  a dreamer,  never  a visionary,  who  did  not  know  the  virtues 
of  nature. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Apr  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 


genie  email 


First  off .. .the  powwow  Night  Owl  and  I will  be  attending.  It's  Lone  Eagle's 
Legacy,  and  will  be  held  this  coming  weekend  (April  26-28)  at  Wind  Creek 
State  Park  in  Alexander  City,  Alabama.  This  will  be  our  second  year  there, 
and,  well,  we're  going  back!  Call  334-541-2505  for  information. 

There  are  wonderful  campsites  at  this  park  - call  1-800-ALA-PARK  for  more 
information  about  that. 

From:  dmcclain@runet.edu  (Dennis  McClain-Furmanski) 

Subject:  Baby  Buffalo  Pow  Wow,  Riner,  VA 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Brush  Creek  Farms  Presents: 

BABY  BUFFALO  PRIMITIVE  POW  WOW 

Flosted  by:  Rebirth  Of  A Nation  "Continuing  the  unbroken  circle" 

Memorial  Day  Weekend  --  May  24,  25,  26  1996,  Riner,  Virginia 
Admission  $5.00  adults,  children  12  and  under  free. 

Event  starts  at  12:00  noon  daily  and  goes  past  dark. 

Intertribal  dancing  held  every  day.  All  encouraged  to  participate. 
Primitive  camping  will  be  allowed  for  dancers,  traders,  and  all 
participants  who  assist  in  the  event. 

Head  man  and  woman  dancers  will  be  announced  daily. 

Grand  entry  times  will  be  determined  later. 

All  lodges  welcome.  Primitive  and  special  exhibits  welcome. 

Host  drum:  Red  Tail  Singers 
All  drums  are  welcome. 

The  Brush  Creek  Buffalo  farm  and  Rebirth  Of  A Nation  invites  all 
people  to  come  and  enjoy  this  celebration  of  culture  and  nature. 

We  are  expecting  baby  buffalo,  good  dancing,  lots  of  crafts  and  items 
to  buy,  and  most  of  all,  old  friends  and  new  coming  together  to  form 
the  Circle. 

Absolutely  no  alcohol  or  drugs  allowed. 

Traders  welcome:  contact  Blanche  Whiteface  (615)  768-3253 
General  information:  Art  Hoover  (540)  382-6753  or 
David  Shupe  (540)  980-5784 
Directions : 

Interstate  81,  exit  114,  30  miles  SW  of  Roanoke,  VA,  Virginia  Rt.  8 
Go  south  on  Rt.  8,  towards  Floyd,  VA,  appx  8.5  miles  to  Rt.  602 
(Laurel  Ridge  Mill  Rd.)  and  turn  left. 

OR 

Blue  Ridge  Mountain  Parkway  to  mile  marker  165,  exit  at  Virginia  Rt  8, 
go  north  towards  and  through  Floyd,  VA,  appx  17  miles  to  Rt.  602, 
turn  right. 

THEN 

Follow  Rt  602  to  Rt  617,  BEAR  left.  Follow  to  dirt  road,  staying  on 
617  PAST  Rt  616,  St.  Matthews  Chapel,  and  Rt  677,  bearing  left. 

Follow  signs  to  pow  wow. 

Brush  Creek  Farms,  owned  by  Dim  and  Dan  Politis  since  1993,  growers  of 
buffalo.  Brush  Creek  Buffalo  Store,  on  Virginia  Rt.  8,  4 miles  south 
of  Interstate  81  in  Riner,  VA,  sells  buffalo  products.  Store  hours 
10  AM  to  7 PM  Monday  through  Saturday,  closed  Sunday.  540-381-9764 
E-mail  buffalo@bev.net  --  fax  540-381-0734  (store  only;  for  pow  wow 
contacts  see  above) . 

(Free  camping  at  my  place,  if  you  don't  mind  being  20+  miles  away). 


From : Uwakewsga<http@doc . zippo . com> 
Sub j : Mills  College  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

9th  Annual  Mills  College  Powwow 
Mills  College,  5000  Mac  Authur  Blvd. 
Oakland,  CA  94613 
Saturday,  April  20,  1996 
Toyon  Meadow 
11  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 


Gourd  Dance  Session:  11:30  a.m.  to  1:30  p.m. 

Grand  Entry:  1:30  p.m  and  6:30  p.m. 

Southern  Head  Singer:  3oe  Cozad  (Kiowa)  Lawton,  OK 
Arena  Director:  Russell  Bohay  (Kiowa) 

M.C.:  Dennis  Stanley  (Navajo) 

Head  Man:  Tony  Vera  (Turtle  River,  Yokut) 

Head  Lady:  Brenda  Taylor  (Navajo) 

Head  Boy:  Sonny  Wolf  (Cherokee/  Tarahumara) 

Head  Girl:  Bridgette  Bermodes  (Shoshone,  Bannock,  Pascola,  Yaqui) 
The  students  at  Mills  College  would  like  to  acknowledge 
the  Johnson  O'  Malley  and  Title  V Education  Programs  for  their 
endeavors  in  the  community. 

All  Drums  Welcome--Bring  your  own  sound  equipment 
Food  and  crafts  sales 

For  information,  call  (510)  521-4356  or  (510)  430-2341 
No  Alcohol  or  Drugs  Allowed. 

Pow  Wow  sponsors  are  not  responsible  for  damage  or  theft  to  person 
or  property. 

No  parking  allowed  on  grass  area,  NO  EXCEPTIONS  ! 


Date:  Tue,  16  Apr  1996  14:04:32  -0700 
From:  kitten@humboldtl.com 
Sub j : For  the  Circles/all  four 

To  All  of  You  who  are  attending  the  Gathering: 

The  Lakota/Dakota  Oyate  invite  all  nations  to  come  together  for  the 
spiritual  gathering  of  the  century.  Experience  the  knowledge  of  the 
Star  Nations  "Wicahpe  Oyate"  with  many  tribal  medicine  men,  spiritual 
advisors,  and  UFO  experts  who  will  be  sharing  their  latest  knowledge 
on  UFO's.  Sundance  to  follow  the  conference. 

Dune  12  - 16  Conference 

Donation  $100  before  Dune  1st,  $125  after 
All  day  pass  $30  Workshops  $25  per  workshop 

For  display/vendor  tables,  call  Mary  Kennedy  at  703-442-6314  (Voice  Mail) 
The  tables  are  $75  each.  Each  table  is  6 feet  long. 

HOTEL  INFORMATION 

Ft.  Randall  Casino  605-487-7871  l/$40,  2/$45  8 Miles  from  Marty 

Pickstown,  S.D. 

Super  8 Motel  605-384-5464  l/$45.48,  2/$51.90  12  miles  from  Marty 

Wagner,  S.D. 

Sleepy  Pine  605-384-5936  l/$29.95,  2/$32.95  12  miles  from  Marty 

Wagner,  S.D. 

Ft.  Randal  Inn  605-487-7801  l/$36,  2/$45.28  12  miles  from  Marty 

Pickstown,  S.D. 

Sands  Motel  605-487-7621  l/$27.95,  2/$32.95  16  miles  from  Marty 

Lake  Andes,  S.D. 

Circle  H Motel  605-487-7652  l/$20,  2/$24.00  16  miles  from  Marty 

Lake  Andes,  S.D. 

Sundance  Grounds  605-384-5152  No  charge  20  teepees  house  6-20  people 
Greenwood,  S.D.  5 miles  from  Marty 

Dakota  Inn  605-487-7404  l/$33.87,  2/$40.02 

Pickstown,  S.D. 

ALL  RATES  QUOTED  WILL  HAVE  TAXES  ADDED  TO  THE  AMOUNT 
CAMPING  INFORMATION 

For  available  camping  sites  please  call  1-800-760-2267.  There  are  camp 
sites  at  Ft.  Randall  Dam,  Pickstown,  and  the  Chamerlain  areas.  Teepees 
are  on  first  come,  first  serve  basis,  and  are  shared.  Each  one  holds 
6 to  20  people  according  to  your  size,  and  how  you  sleep. 

WATER  AND  PORTABLE  JOHNS  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE  - SHOWERS  WILL  NOT  BE  AVAILABLE. 
ALL  OTHER  CAMPING  EQUIPMENT  AND  NECESSITIES  MUST  BE  PROVIDED  BY  CAMPERS 
INCLUDING  YOUR  OWN  MEALS  PREPARATIONS.  PLEASE  NOTE:  OTHER  FOOD  SITES 
WILL  BE  AVAILABLE. 

TRAVEL  INFORMATION 
CONFERENCE  TRAVEL  AGENCY; 


Native  American  Travel 
4130  N.  Goldwater  Blvd.,  Suite  #114 
Scottsdale,  Arizona 

1-800-738-0771  or  602-945-0771 

Rental  cars  can  be  arranged  by  the  travel  agency  for  you. 

DRIVING  INFORMATION 

On  the  east  side  of  South  Dakota,  take  Interstate  29  to  Beresford.  Take 
State  Route  46  from  Beresford  to  Wagner  and  Fort  Randall.  Between  Wagner 
and  Ft.  Randall  there  is  a turnoff  going  south  to  Marty  and  the 
Sundance  Area. 

INDIVIDUAL  WORKSHOPS 

Workshops  will  be  held  in  the  Library  and  sign  up  can  begin  on  6/12  at 
9:00  a.m. 

Wednesday  6/12  5 - 7 p.m.  Dea  Martin  - READING  AURAS 

Thursday  6/13  12-2  P.M.  Angela  Brown-Miller  - 

IMPLANT  REMOVAL  AND  DEATH  OF 
OUR  PROGRAMMING 

3- 5  p.m.  Dr.  Richard  Boylan  - 

THE  PERSONAL  EXPERIENCE  OF  ET  ENCOUNTERS 
5 - 7 p.m.  Dr.  Steven  Greer  - GREETING  GROUP  CONTACT 
AND  EXTRATERRESTRIAL  LIFE 

Friday  6/14  9 - 11  a.m.  Mary  Kennedy  - INTRO  THE  TRANSFORMATIONAL 

BREATH:  CREATING  A NEW  REALITY 
11  - 1 p.m.  Darryl  Sims  - PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE  OF  ROSWELL 
CRASH 

5 - 7 p.m.  Steven  Dean  - SUCCESSFUL  METHOD  OF  ET  CONTACT 
Saturday  6/15  9 - 11  a.m.  Chet  Snow  - STARSEEDS:  LOOKING  FOR  OUR 

CELESTIAL  ORIGINS 

2 - 4 p.m.  Whitley  Streiber  - THE  SACRED  SCHOOL 
4:30  - 6:30  p.m.  Doshua  Shapiro  - MYSTERIES  OF  THE 
CRYSTAL  SKULLS  REVEALED 

Sunday  6/16  9-11  a.m.  Robert  Dean  (not  yet  announced) 

4- 6  p.m.  A1  Fast  Thunder  - New  World  Order 

SPEAKERS  SCHEDULE  FOR  STAR  KNOWLEDGE  CONFERENCE 

Wednesday  6/12 

9-1  Registration 

I - 2 p.m.  INVOCATION  WITH  STANDING  ELK  AND  FLORENTINE  BLUE  THUNDER 

2:30  - 4:30  Barbara  Marciniak,  Channeler  for  the  Pleiadians 

5- 6  Paula  Underwood,  Iroquois  Elder 

6- 7  Robert  Dean,  UFO  Field  Investigator 

Thursday  6/13 

9-10  Sidney  Keith,  Lakota  Medicine  Man 

10  - 11  Dr.  Angela  Browne-Miller  - Ancient  Method 

of  Healing  Modern  Ills 

II  - 12  A1  Fast  Thunder  New  World  Order 

12-1  Dr.  Richard  Boylan  - Effects  on  Society  of  Public 

Disclosure  of  Extraterrestrial  Presence 

1- 2  Paul  Orega,  Mescalero  Medicine  Man 

2- 3  Darrel  Sims  - Medical  and  Scientific  Evidence  of  Alien 

Encounters 

3- 4  Rod  Shenandoah,  Blackfoot  Medicine  Man 

4- 5  Dr.  Steven  Greer  - The  Foundation  of  Universal  Peace 

5- 6  Dr.  Rauni  Kilde  - cosmic  contacts:  A Scandinavian  Viewpoint 

6- 7  Steve  Red  Buffalo,  Lakota  Medicine  Man 

Friday  6/14 

9-10  Canupa  Wambdi  Wicasa,  Dakota  Medicine  Man 

10  - 11  Dea  Martin  - The  Aura  of  Mother  Earth 

11  - 12  Georgio  Bongiovanni  - Fatima  Prophecies  and  Appearances  of 

the  Christ  to  him. 

12-1  Dr.  Leo  Sprinkle  - Personal  Analysis  of  UFO  Experiences 

1- 2  Harry  Charger,  Spokesperson  for  William  Commanda 

2- 3  To  Be  Announced 

3- 4  Thomas  Banyanca,  Hopi  Elder 

4- 5  Chet  Snow  - Signs  of  the  Times:  The  Crop  Circle  Enigma 

5- 6  Norbert  Running,  Lakota  Medicine  Man 


6 - 7 

Saturday  6/15 

9 - 10 

10  - 11 
11  - 12 
12  - 1 
1 - 2 

2 - 3 

3 - 4 

4 - 5 

5 - 7 

Sunday  6/16 

9 - 10 

10  - 11 
11  - 12 
12  - 1 

1 - 2 

2 - 3 

3 - 4 

4 - 5 

5 - 6 

6 - ?? 


Robert  Morningsky,  Hopi  Orator 

Chamalu  Luis  Espinoza,  Bolivian  Medicine  Man 
Joshua  Shapiro  - The  Crystal  Skull:  UFO  Connection 
Whitley  Streiber  - Beyond  Breakthrough 
Harry  Charger,  Lakota  Spiritual  Advisor 
Grampa  Gaston 

Preston  Scot  (Jaguar)  Choctaw  Medicine  Man 
To  Be  Announced 

Gary  Holy  Bull,  Lakota  Medicine  Man 
Don  Felix  Poot  Chut,  Mayan  Elder 

Zack  Bearshield,  Medicine  Man 
To  be  Announced 

Gordon  Michael  Scallion,  Visionary  Lecturer 
Leonard  Crow  Dog,  Lakota  Medicine  Man  or  Gerald  Ice, 
Oglala  Spiritual 
Frieda  Jacques 

Claude  Aubin,  Algonquin  elder 

Tom  Hudson  - representing  Grandmother  Twylah  Hurd  Nitsch 
Standing  Elk,  Lakota  Spiritual  Advisor 
Wallace  Black  Elk,  Lakota  Medicine  Man 
Banquet  ($25  per  person)  - Robert  Dean  Address 


From:  "American  Indian  Research  & Policy  Inst."  <airpi@TC.UMN.EDU> 

Sub  j : AIRPI  Spring  Forum 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml.spcs.umn.edu> 


The  Threatened  State  of  Tribal  Sovereignty 
a forum  presented  by  the 

American  Indian  Research  and  Policy  Institute 
A collective  voice  from  American  Indians  is  needed  in  response  to  recent 
threats  to  tribal  sovereignty  by  the  courts,  state  governments  and  the  U.S. 
Congress.  This  forum  provides  an  opportunity  to  address  the  pressing 
issues  of  block  grants,  court  decisions,  devolution  of  federal  trust 
responsibilities,  taxation  of  tribal  lands,  intrusive  actions  by  state 
governments  and  a hostile  Congress. 


WHEN: 


,m. 

,m. 


WHERE: 


May  30  - 5:30  p.m.  - 8:00  p. 

May  31  - 8:30  a.m.  - 4:00  p. 

Regal  Minneapolis  Hotel 
1313  Nicollet  Ave. 

800-522-8856  (for  sleeping  room  reservations ) 

Park  in  the  Minneapolis  Convention  Center  Ramp  and  take  the  skyway  to  the 
Regal  Hotel.  Enter  ramp  off  Second  Avenue  South  at  12th  Street. 

Thursday,  May  30,  1996 
3:00  p.m.  Welcome 

5:00  p.m.  Dinner  and  Keynote  Speaker. 

Friday,  May  31,  1996 


8:30 

9:00 


9:15 

9:30 


12:00  p.m. 


Registration 
Welcome  Remarks 

John  Poupart,  President  of  the  American  Indian  Research  and 
Policy  Institute 
Invocation 
Breakout  Session 

- Funding  Issues  in  Indian  Country 

- Recent  Court  Decisions  Affecting  Indian  Tribes 

- Tribal-State  Relations 

- Taxation  of  Trust  Lands 
Luncheon 

Speaker:  Peterson  Zah,  Former  Chairman  of  the  Navajo  Nation 
Break-out  Session  Reports 
Closing  Remarks 


1:30  p.m. 

4:15  p.m. 

REGISTRATION: 

$10.00  before  May  15,  1996.  $15.00  at  the  door.  Registration  must  be 

received  by  May  15  if  you  would  like  meals  on  Thursday  and  Friday.  Fee 


includes  conference,  dinner  on  Thursday  evening,  continental  breakfast  and 
lunch  on  Friday,  and  a summary  report  mailed  to  you  after  the  forum. 

For  more  information,  call  (612)  644-1728 
Mail  registration  and  conference  fee  to: 

The  American  Indian  Research  and  Policy  Institute 
749  Simpson  Street 
St.  Paul,  MN  55104 

Please  include  in  your  request: 

Name,  Organization,  Mailing  address.  Phone. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Hanet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Brooke  Craig,  Freedom  Heart  Rising, 

Feather  Eaglerock,  Lightbear/Christiana  V.L.  Christie,  Andrea/Planet  Peace, 
Dim  Thunder  via  Sask.  Indian  Cultural  Centre,  Allen  Gabriel,  Gerald  Green, 
Hohn  Berry,  Hoseph  Thompson,  Leo  Hones,  Marilyn  K.  Nicely,  David  Burlingame, 
Mary  Dog  Soldier,  Hennifer  L.  Leino 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Apr  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Hanet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Date:  Mon,  15  Apr  1996  18:05:13  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Loretta  Whitebread  <wbread@teleport . com> 

Sub j : Big  Rally  on  April  21  @ Enola  Hill 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

URGENT  ACTION  NEEDED  NOW!! 

Save  the  Ancient  Forests ...  call  our  hotline:  800/283-5926,  in  Portland: 
295-6828  and/or  visit  our  website:  http://mediamaker.com/owf 

We'll  be  having  our  state-wide  rally  Sunday,  April  21  on  or  near  Enola 
Hill  on  Mt.  Hood.  The  Rally  will  begin  at  noon.  This  is  our  big  event. 

This  land  is  very  sacred  to  many  native  and  local  people.. from  many 
tribes  and  walks  of  life. 

The  timber  companies  have  said  "if  we  can  cut  Enola  Hill,  we  can  cut 
anywhere."  It's  your  choice  to  SAVE  ENOLA  HILL  AND  LOST  CREEK  NOW!! 

The  hotline  will  have  directions,  carpool  information  and  phone  numbers 
in  the  next  few  days.  There  will  also  be  signs  on  Hwy  26. 

Take  Hwy.  26  East  from  Portland  past  Welches  to  Zig  Zag,  and  watch  for 
signs.  This  is  about  45  miles  East  of  Portland. 

Saturday,  April  20  there  will  be  activities  all  day  in  support  of  saving 
our  ancient  forests.  There  will  be  hikes,  CD  training  and  more.  There 
will  be  places  to  camp  overnight.  Take  Hwy.  26  East  from  Portland  45 
miles . .you ' 11  pass  Welches  and  look  for  Zig  Zag  Mt.  store.. on  the  left  is 
Lolo  Pass  Rd.  Turn  Left.  Go  4 miles  and  turn  Right  on  Rd.  #1825.  Go  1 
mile,  continue  on  #1825,you'll  follow  the  road  right  over  the  Sandy 
River.  You'll  pass  two  Forest  Service  Camps  Grounds  and  you'll  turn  Right 
@ Burnt  Lake  Trail.  Follow  this  1 mile  to  Lost  Creek.  You  can  park  and 
walk  the  1/2  mile  or  continue  by  car.  The  Camp  Ground  is  on  your  Right. 
The  area  will  be  well  marked. 

You  can  participate  April  20,  spend  the  night  and  be  fresh  for  the  Enola 
Hill  Rally  on  April  21. 


If  you  want  to  talk  to  a voice,  you  can  give  me  a call  also... 
503/282-5463  on  call  Ivan  @ 503/282-7487 

URGENT  ACTION  NEEDED  NOW!!! 

Date:  Tue,  16  Apr  1996  13:33:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Victoria  Mazzone  <mazzonev@ucs.orst.edu> 

To:  wall-list@igc.apc.org 

Subject:  ENOLA  HILL  IS  BEING  CUT!!  PLEASE  READ 

I got  a phone  call  from  Loretta  today,  briefly  saying  that  at  11:00  p.m. 
last  night,  Enola  Hill  was  closed  and  the  two  people  who  were  camping 
there  were  chased  off.  They  have  started  the  helicopter  runs,  and 
they're  cutting  by  Rte.  26. 

sorry  to  be  the  bearer  of  bad  news. 

Vicky 


From:  73621.2325@compuserve.com  (Brad  Stockton) 

Sub j : Olympic  Event  - Festival  of  Fires  (Atlanta,  Georgia,  3 Dune) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

CONTACT:  Gwinnett  Council  for  the  Arts 
TEL:  (770)  623-6002  - FAX:  (770)  623-3555 
Where:  Atlanta  Gwinnett  Fine  Arts  Center 
When:  Dune  3,  1996 

Gwinnett  Council  for  the  Arts  is  holding  an  event  "Festival  of  Fires." 
This  event  will  honor  the  only  American  who  has  ever  won  the  Gold  Medal  in 
the  10,000  meter,  a Native  American  Billy  Mills,  Lakota  Sioux.  Billy's 
courage  and  perseverance  carried  him  to  one  of  the  exciting  upsets  in 
Olympic  history.  Billy  Mills'  life  story  was  the  basis  of  a major  motion 
picture  entitled  "Running  Brave",  an  exhilarating  story  about  an 
individual's  relentless  pursuit  for  excellence. 

During  the  "Festival  of  Fires",  Knifewing,  the  recipient  of  the  1995 
Native  American  Vocalist  of  the  Year  Award,  will  perform  a song  he 
co-wrote  with  Beverly  Newman,  Navajo.  The  song  "Warrior  Spirit",  was 
created  out  of  inspiration  for  Billy's  shining  moment,  his  quest  for 
excellence,  and  was  written  as  a tribute  to  keep  Billy's  story  alive. 
"Billy  Mills  is  a great  inspiration  to  me  and  our  Native  American 
people.  He  is  a man  I am  proud  to  call  Friend."  Knifewing-Chiricahua 
Apache.  Knifewing  is  the  Founder  and  Chairperson  for  Napa  (Native 
American  Performing  Arts.)  NAPA,  P.O.  BOX  1265,  Zuni,  New  Mexico  87327. 
Tel.  & Fax:  505  782-2217. 


From:  jmwood@shore.net  (DMWood) 

Sub j : Massachusetts  Pow-Wow 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

the  following  information  was  on  a flyer  I received  in  the  mail. 
DISCLAIMER 

I know  very  very  little  about  the  sponsoring  group. They  have  monthly 
meetings  in  Somerville,  MA  and  the  meetings  seem  to  revolve  around  NA 
issues . 


HONOR  MOTHER  EARTH  POW-POW 
Inter-Tribal  Council  of  Tolba  Menhan 
Public  invited  10:00am  - 5:00pm  May  4 & 5 
Host  Drum:  Red  Hawk 
All  Drums  Welcome 

Native  Singing,  Dancing  and  Drumming 
Traders 

Children's  Activities 
Rte.  16 
Dilboy  Field 
Alewife  Brook  Pkwy 
Somerville,  MA 

No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 


In  conjunction  with  Metropolitan  District  Commission 
For  more  information  and  trader  space  contact: 

Firewoman  617-623-7302 

- "RE:  Who  does  AFN  Represent?"  

Date:  11  Apr  1996  20:18:16  GMT 

From:  bfl45@FreeNet.Carleton.CA  (Allen  Gabriel) 

Sub j : Who  does  Assembly  of  First  Nations  represent? 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Last  night,  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation  (C.B.C.)  ran  a news 
story  on  the  Assembly  of  First  Nation's  (A.F.N.)  Confederacy  of  Nations 
meeting  being  held  here  in  Ottawa.  The  story  featured  a segment  where 
Ovide  Mercredi,  National  Chief,  was  on  the  phone  with  someone  at  the  Prime 
Minister's  Office  (P.M.O.),  asking  if  "Canada's  Aboriginal  leaders"  are 
going  to  be  included  in  the  upcoming  First  Minister's  Conference.  He  was 
apparently  told  no. 

Ovide  told  the  elected  chiefs  that  discussions  on  Canadian  unity  must 
include  his  people.  So,  who  does  Ovide  represent?  He  claims  to  represent 
all  status  Indians  in  Canada. 

But  how  does  he  get  to  be  National  Chief?  The  National  Chief  is  chosen 
through  a "democratic",  Canadian-style  election,  which  is  held  every  two 
years.  Who  elects  the  National  Chief?  Only  representatives  of  Canada's 
band  councils  can  participate  in  the  A.F.N. 's  voting  process.  The  band 
council  system  is  a creation  of  the  Canadian  government  imposed  on  our 
people,  sometimes  violently,  as  part  of  Canada's  campaign  to  assimilate 
us.  Band  councils  are  part  of  the  Canadian  government's  administrative  and 
political  structure.  In  fact,  they  are  on  the  bottom  rung  of  the  Canadian 
ladder. 

In  our  experience,  the  Canadian  concept  of  democracy  is  an  exercise  in 
dividing,  not  uniting,  the  people.  Elections,  confrontational  in  nature  as 
they  are,  are  not  the  best  method  of  ensuring  strength  of  unity  when  it 
counts.  This  is  why  the  A.F.N.  is  always  divided,  always  bickering. 

I always  find  it  interesting  to  hear  today's  "Aboriginal  leaders"  talk 
about  their  identity.  They  say  they  are  fighting  for  the  recognition  of 
our  nationhood.  At  the  same  time,  however,  they  say  they  want  to  remain  a 
part  of  Canada.  Well,  you  can't  have  it  both  ways. 

If  you  believe  you're  Canadian,  or  that's  what  you're  striving  for,  then 
you  surrender  your  nationhood  and  you  assimilate  into  Canada's 
socio-political  structure.  You  become  another  ethnic  component  of  Canada's 
melting  pot.  Your  place  in  the  Kaswentah  (Two  Row  Wampum)  is  clear  and 
set.  You  shut  up  and  take  all  that  side  has  to  "offer". 

If,  however,  you  truly  believe  that  you  are  a citizen  of  your  particular 
nation,  you  should  focus  all  your  energy  and  power  in  rebuilding  that 
nation  and  having  it  recognized,  on  the  same  basis  as  any  other  nation  in 
the  world. 

Representation  in  the  A.F.N.  consists  of  a "National  Chief"  and  "Regional 
Chiefs"  from  the  provinces.  As  such,  its  structure  reflects  that  of 
Canada,  and  not  that  of  the  indigenous  nations  in  this  part  of  Mother 
Earth.  This  sets  up  a weird  situation  in  terms  of  representation  where  one 
nation  may  be  represented  by  more  than  one  elected  representative  (if  that 
indigenous  nation  falls  within  the  territories  of  more  than  one  artificial 
region,  also  known  as  provinces).  This  is  the  case  where  the  Ojibway, 

Cree,  Mohawks,  and  others  are  concerned). 

This  means  that  the  A.F.N.,  by  its  very  nature,  adopts  the  pan-Aboriginal 
approach  created  by  its  political  master,  the  government  of  Canada.  This 
propagates  the  myth  that  all  indigenous  peoples  are  the  same. 

Ever  since  he  was  elected  "National  Chief",  Ovide  has  been  fighting  for 
Constitutional  recognition  of  Aboriginal  governments  as  a "third  order  of 
government,  within  Canada".  But  which  government?  As  far  as  I know,  none 
of  the  traditional  governments  of  any  of  our  nations,  such  as  the  Mohawk 
Nation  Council  of  Chiefs  are  affiliated  with  the  A.F.N. 

Does  Ovide  really  represent  all  "status  Indians"  in  Canada.  No.  He 


represents  some,  but  not  all,  band  council  chiefs.  If  the  A.F.N.  is  to 
survive  and  play  any  significant,  and  useful,  role  in  the  attainment  of 
our  goals  as  indigenous  peoples,  it  will  need  a major  re-structuring.  No 
one  man  can  speak  on  behalf  of  all  the  indigenous  nations  in  this  part  of 
Turtle  Island.  That  is  our  way. 

Besides,  how  effective  a lobbyist  can  Ovide  be  when  Canada  provides  his 
funding?  We  all  saw  how  easy  it  was  for  Ron  Irwin  to  freeze  him  out  of  his 
discussions  with  local  "leaders". 

No,  things  have  to  change  if  progress  is  to  be  made.  So,  "national 
leaders",  you  have  a conscious  choice  to  make.  Are  you  Canadian  or  are  you 
a citizen  of  your  own  nation?  Remember,  the  Creator  put  all  the  nations 
here  on  Mother  Earth.  Who  are  you  to  undermine  that? 

Elijah  Harper  recently  said  that  God  is  an  Indian  and  that  he  wants  unity 
for  all  Canadians.  I think  the  Creator  would  like  to  see  justice  done.  I 
think  the  Creator  would  like  to  see  us  respect  one  another,  as  equals.  I 
think  the  Creator  would  like  us  to  incorporate  the  teachings  of  Creation 
into  the  moral  fabric  of  ourselves  and  our  societies. 

As  the  indigenous  peoples  of  Turtle  Island,  our  rightful  place  within  the 
Circle  of  Life  is,  at  the  very  least,  equal  to  that  of  Canada,  the  United 
States,  or  any  other  people.  It  is  legitimate  for  us  to  live  in  accordance 
with  our  own  laws,  ceremonies  and  values.  No  other  people  or  nation  has 
the  moral  right  to  subjugate  us. 

Is  peace  and  harmony  a magical  thing?  Do  we  need  to  travel  to  India  to 
find  the  answers?  Do  the  answers  lie  in  complex  political  science 
theories?  No. 

The  simple  truth  is  that  there  exists  a great  diversity  within  the  Circle 
of  Life,  and  that  diversity  exists  for  a reason.  Each  element  of  Creation 
has  the  equal  right  to  exist.  Otherwise,  it  would  not  exist  in  the  first 
place.  Each  element  of  Creation  is  vital  to  the  existence  of  all  the 
others.  We  are  all  inextricably  linked.  The  fundamental  basis  for  success 
in  achieving  peace  and  harmony  is  basic  respect,  for  one  another  and  for 
all  elements  of  Creation. 

Here  in  Canada,  those  simple  principles  are  not  understood.  I often  hear 
Canadians  who  decry  the  fact  that  they  are  being  held  accountable  for  the 
crimes  of  their  ancestors.  "We  can't  be  blamed  for  what  was  done  in  the 
past.  We  can't  change  history,"  they  lament.  Well,  I'd  buy  that  argument 
if  they  were  trying  to  do  something  about  it. 

But  the  crimes  continue,  even  today.  Canada's  stated  policy  objective  of 
assimilation  is  alive  and  well,  only  we  don't  call  it  that  anymore.  The 
new  buzz  word  is  "partnership. " Call  it  what  you  like,  the  end  result  for 
our  people  is  the  same  --  assimilation. 

You  have  but  to  read  the  Nunavut  agreement,  the  Nisga'a 
Agreement-in-Principle,  and  the  Manitoba  devolution  initiative  to  see 
that.  The  leaders  say  these  agreements  are  "good  business".  I don't  know 
much  about  business  but,  I wonder  what  their  grandchildren  will  think  when 
they  discover  that  they  were  sold  out. 

I think  these  "leaders"  believe  they're  getting  the  best  deal  they  can 
given  Canada's  track  record.  The  Canadian  government  steadfastly  refuses 
to  recognize  the  fact  that  we,  as  the  indigenous  peoples  of  Turtle  Island, 
are  the  legitimate  title  holders  of  the  lands  it  claims  as  its  own.  The 
Canadian  government  also  refuses  to  recognize  our  traditional  governments, 
preferring  to  deal  with  its  band  councils,  which  it  funds. 

The  Canadian  government  continues,  in  the  name  of  all  its  citizens,  to 
perpetrate  crimes  against  us.  I know  some  Canadians  oppose  this  and  try  to 
do  something  about  it.  But  to  those  who  do  and  say  nothing,  I say  silence 
is  collusion.  So,  yes  indeed,  you  can  be  held  accountable  for  the  wrongs 
of  the  past,  because  you  allow  them  to  continue. 

Is  there  a way  out  of  this  dilemma?  Is  there  a path  to  peaceful 
co-existence?  Of  course.  But  that  path  involves  justice,  a willingness  to 
listen  with  respect  and  acceptance  that  "Made  in  Canada"  is  not  the  only 
choice. 


RE:  Racist  Radio  Broadcast  in  Oklahoma 


Date:  Thu,  18  Apr  1996  12:06:16  -0700 


From:  thompson@mind.net  (Joseph  Thompson) 
Sub j : Racist  Radio  Broadcast  in  Oklahoma 


Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  following  news  release  is  posted  at  the  request  of  the  Cheyenne  and 
Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma. 

News  Release 
04-15-96 

(Concho,  Oklahoma)-Norman  radio  station  KRXO-FM  today  failed  to  produce 
tapes  of  a talk  show  last  week  containing  quotes  attributed  to  Gov.  Frank 
Keating  degrading  American  Indians  during  the  rally  Wednesday  at  Lloyd  Noble 
Center  at  Norman. 

Talk  show  host  Mark  Shannon  intimated  that  the  governor,  in  a conversation 
with  Shannon,  referred  to  the  protesters  with  a term  that  Shannon 
characterized  as  "trash",  ostensibly  to  avoid  using  a harsher  term  that,  he 
inferred,  the  governor  had  used. 

Tyler  Todd,  chairman  of  Indian  Citizens  Empowerment  Political  Action 
Committee  (ICE-PAC),  said  Shannon  called  his  office  Monday  morning  and  gave 
several  excuses  why  the  tape  was  unavailable.  First,  Shannon  stated  that  the 
timing  clocks  had  not  been  changed  and  a time  period  on  the  tapes  had  not 
been  recorded;  and  secondly,  Thursday's  tapes  had  been  recorded  over  on 
Friday  and  no  such  tape  now  existed,  Todd  said. 

Rick  Buchanan,  press  officer  to  the  governor,  Friday,  at  about  4:10  pm, 
called  and  apologized  and  denied  the  remarks  attributed  to  Gov.  Keating. 
Buchanan  said  the  governor  would  not  try  to  deceive  people,  and  honored  the 
people  of  Oklahoma. 

Buchanan  said  he  would  guarantee  that  Keating  would  not  say  a thing  like 
that  (the  remark  characterizing  the  protesters  as  "trash")  and  that  the  tape 
of  the  show  did  not  contain  the  remark.  However,  when  questioned  by  Todd, 
Buchanan  said  he  did  not  listen  to  the  tape  and  did  not  know  if  it  was 
available. 

Shortly  after,  at  approximately  4:20  p.m..  Shannon  called  Todd  and  said  he 
did  not  make  those  remarks  credited  to  Keating.  When  asked  if  the  tape  of 
the  show  could  be  obtained.  Shannon  quipped  that  if  such  a tape  existed,  it 
could  only  be  obtained  with  a "subpoena"  and  he  would  crucify  the  American 
Indian  protesters  on  his  talk  show  on  Monday  morning. 

Todd  responded  that  neither  a subpoena  nor  the  tape  were  need  as  the  earlier 
news  release  containing  all  the  quotes  would  stand.  He  said  ICE-PAC  would 
keep  the  news  release  as  is  since  Shannon  would  not  produce  the  tape  if  such 
a tape  existed. 

Shannon  said  he  would  try  to  find  the  tape.  Shannon  called  back  at  about 
4:35  p.m  and  said  the  producer  was  going  to  the  station  to  hunt  the  tape  and 
would  have  a hook  up  before  5 p.m. 

Shannon,  with  a hook  up  that  included  the  governor's  office,  called  at  6:15 
p.m.  and  played  a portion  of  a tape,  but  only  in  regards  to  Newt  Gingrich 
and  D . C.  Watts.  H offered  to  provide  the  comments  by  Monday,  but  not  the 
whole  tape. 

"As  far  as  we  are  concerned,  since  the  tapes  are  unavailable,"  Todd  said, 
"the  quotes  Mr.  Shannon  made  over  the  air  on  the  "Shannon  and  Spinozzi  Show" 
attributed  to  Gov.  Keating  are  correct.  The  parties  involved  can  make  all 
the  denials  they  want,  but  what  was  heard  by  listeners  is  what  we  stand 
by." 

Also,  Shannon  referred  to  the  protesters  at  various  times  using  the  terms 
"slime  balls",  "winos",  "earth  dogs"  and  other  derogatory  nouns. 

We  will  pursue  these  "racist"  and  "derogatory"  remarks  by  KRXO-FM  and  the 
governor  to  the  Federal  Communications  Commission  and  the  people  of 
Oklahoma,"  Todd  concluded. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Tyler  Todd,  chairman,  ICE-PAC  (405)262-0345  or  422-1153 
"RE : Native  Technologies"  


Date:  Thu,  18  Apr  1996  10:10:00  PDT 

From:  ljones06@apsc.com  (Hones,  Leo  (LHONES06)) 

Sub j : Native  Technologies 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I'm  a Navajo  Indian,  I come  from  a family  of  12. 

During  the  years  when  I was  growing  up,  my  mother  weaved  rugs  to  help  the 
family  to  buy  food  at  the  nearby  trading  post.  My  mother  also  taught  me  how 
to  weave  rugs, and  to  make  baskets  from  willows. 

Through  out  the  years  my  mother  still  does  this  things  to  help  herself 
along.  Along  the  way  the  rugs  that  she  made  were  not  considered  to  be  art. 

It  was  a necessity  for  living  day  to  day  . As  it  is  still  now  for  her.  As 
she  became  know,  her  work  turned  into  an  art  form,  as  other  people  defined 
it.  Her  patterns  have  changed  very  little  over  the  past  40  some  odd  years. 
Some  of  these  patterns  have  been  handed  down  generation  after  generation  and 
have  remained  in  our  family. 

I then  got  married  into  a family  of  artists,  (jewelry,  moccasins, 
leatherwork,  beadwork, dancing  outfits,  etc.).  I also  got  involved  in  making 
things  of  beads  and  leather,  and  learned  how  to  make  knives  and  handles  out 
of  deer  antler.  For  me  this  is  not  an  art  form,  this  is  something  I wanted 
to  learn.  I do  not  make  a living  , most  of  the  things  I gave  away  to  friends 
and  relatives.  In  return  the  things  I have  received  has  been  ten  fold  and 
proudly  display  on  my  living  room  wall  and  through  out  the  house.  I look  at 
these  things  I have  acquired  and  am  always  looking  at  these  paintings,  wall 
hangings,  purses  ect..  everyday.  It  reminds  me  constantly  of  who  I am  and 
where  I come  from.  When  I try  to  be  somebody  I am  not  , I jerk  myself  back 
an  see  what  I am  becoming.  After  all  I am  growing  up  in  a CAPITALISTIC 
society. 

I believe,  as  Americans  and  individuals,  we  want  things  which  are 
authentic,  FOR  DO  WE  WANT  ITEMS  MADE  IN  JAPAN  AND  LABEL  THEM  (AMERICAN  MADE 
OR  MADE  BY  INDIANS).  I think  not. 

The  Navajo  reservation  is  fighting  to  prevent  the  non-Indians  from 
flooding  the  market  with  FAKE  INDIAN  JEWELRY.  All  in  the  name  of  GREED. 

If  the  INDIAN  people  were  to  give  away  there  or  lifestyles  , what  are 
we  then.  Soon  our  children  will  never  know  who  they  are.  My  grandfather  use 
to  say"  THERE  WILL  BECOME  A TIME  WHEN  WE  WILL  BE  ALL  SPEAKING  THE  SAME 
LANGUAGE,  WHEN  WE  FORGET  TO  SPEAK  OUR  OWN  LANGUAGE  , WE  WILL  BE  NO  MORE.  OUR 
CHILDREN  WILL  SAY  WHO  AM  I?." 

As  for  the  Navajo  Indians  when  we  greet  each  other  by  what  clan  we  are. 
Then  the  greeting  become  formal.  We  see  if  we  are  related.  If  we  might  be 
brothers  , we  greet  as  such. 

In  my  travels  I have  been  fortunate  to  meet  many  people  of  different 
cultures.  Yet  have  I to  meet  a non-Indian  who  says  "Hi  , What  clan  are  you, 
lets  see  if  we  are  brothers  or  sisters". 

But  as  always  when  I meet  a Navajo  Its  Hi!.  What  clan  are  you?.  Lets 
see  if  we  are  related. 

When  I meet  other  tribes  we  greet  as  BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS  . One  of  very 
first  things  that  I repeated  time  after  time  is"  Are  you  hungry  or  Have  you 
eaten  yet?,  or  yet  come  into  my  home  an  sit  down  and  rest  before  you  go  on 
with  your  trip  or  sleep  an  rest  for  the  night. 

I believe  these  are  a couple  of  the  many  items  that  separate  the 
non-Indian  from  the  Indian(or  indigenous  people). 

Sincerely,  Leo  Hones  ljones06@apsc.com 

"RE : Imaging  Project  for  Indian  Materials"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Apr  1996  10:03:55  -0500 

From:  nicely@hamilton.law.uoknor.edu  (Marilyn  K.  Nicely) 

Sub j : Imaging  project  for  Indian  materials  - advice  needed  SOON 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Please  reply  to  me  directly.  I will  share  results  and  keep  list  posted 
on  progress  of  project. 


The  University  of  Oklahoma  is  involved  in  a project  with  the  Mid-America 
Law  School  Library  Consortium  to  scan  Native  American  materials  into 
digital  form  and  to  make  them  available  over  the  Internet.  Right  now  we 
are  trying  to  decide  what  to  scan  first.  Can  you  help?  Please  give  me 
feedback  on  the  top  4-5  choices  from  the  list  below.  I am  numbering  the 
entries  for  your  convenience  in  replying.  Thank  you  so  much  for  your 
help.  Our  training  is  at  the  University  of  Tulsa  April  25.  We  need  to 
provide  content  information  to  the  trainers  as  soon  as  possible. 

1.  Indian  Treaties 

2.  Frizzell  collection  during  Wounded  Knee  Incident  (2  boxes  of  documents) 

3.  Personal  papers  of  D.B.  Milam,  Cherokee  chief  (20  boxes) 

4.  National  Osage  Organizations  material  on  oil  and  gas  leases 

5.  Shleppey  collection  (dozen  titles) 

6.  Indian  newspaper  collection 

7.  Cherokee,  Creek  & Seminole  contact  with  whites  in  1500s 

8.  Indian  Claims  Commission  Reports 

9.  Kappler's  Indian  Affairs  Laws  & Treatoes;  entire  Kappler'sj  hypertext 
to  transcripts,  legislative  history  hearings  & reports 

10  Felix  Cohen's  _Handbook  of  Federal  Indian  Law_ 

11.  Indian  Probate  Decisions 

12.  Solicitor's  Opinions 

13.  Royce's  Indian  Land  Claims 

14.  Tribal  Constitutions  & Charters 

15.  Overview  Materials  and  Resource  Book  for  Cherokee  Nation  Legal  History 
Course  by  Chad  Smith,  Former  Director  Cherokee  Nation  office  of  Dustice 

16.  Rennard  Strickland's  writings 

17.  700  pieces  of  Mississippian  pottery  in  Special  Collections 

18.  Material  from  Five  Civil  Tribes  Museums  in  Muskogee 

19.  Cherokee  Nation  materials 

20.  Images  off  videotapes  of  Native  American  objects 

21.  Final  Rolls  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  and  Index 

22.  Indian  Territory  Reports,  v.  1-7 

23.  W.P.A.  Indian  Law  Survey  pts.  1-46 

24.  Compilation  of  United  States  and  Indian  Treaties  in  Force,  1873. 

25.  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Sequoyah 

26.  Hearings,  reports,  documents  pertaining  to  Indians  from  the  Serial 
set,  late  19th  century. 

Marilyn  Nicely 

Technical  Services  Librarian,  U of  Oklahoma  Law  Center  Library 
nicely(3hamilton  .law.uoknor.edu 

DISCLAIMER:  The  opinions  expressed  herein  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
those  of  the  University  of  Oklahoma  Law  Center  Library. 

"RE : Cowlitz  Indians/St .Mary ' s"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Apr  1996  15:34:20  -0800 
From:  davidb@spl.lib.wa.us  (David  Burlingame) 

Sub j : Cowlitz  Indians/St .Mary ' s part  IV 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

If  you've  been  following  my  posts  you  know  that  the  group  Second  Chance 
has  decided  against  building  at  and  buying  (with  the  help  of  WA  State) 

St. Mary's,  which  would  have  resulted  in  the  violation  of  the  unmarked 
graves  of  Cowlitz  smallpox  victims.  Unfortunately,  it  doesn't  end  there... 

While  Second  Chance,  with  the  help  of  the  Sisters,  has  apparently  located 
several  other  sites  for  the  location  of  a youth  offender  boot  camp,  the 
Sisters  maintain  that  the  land  is  still  for  sale.  Two  other  groups  -- 
Centralia  Community  College,  and  the  citizens  of  Toledo  --  have  expressed 
interest  in  purchasing  the  land  for  their  own  construction. 

The  up  side?  Neither  group  has  the  money  to  but  the  land.  The  down?  Even 
after  explaining  our  side  (and  my  saying  that  I will  protect  the  land  at  all 
cost),  the  general  public  does  not  understand  it  is  wrong  to  violate  the 
graves  --  it's  being  called  "cultural  significance,"  as  if  Indians  are  the 


only  people  who  do  not  wish  to  see  the  bodies  of  their  relatives  exhumed  or 
broken  and  torn  to  bits.  I don't  like  to  use  the  term  "stupid/'  but  it 
certainly  fits,  and  like  a glove. 

We  are  waiting  for  certain  conditions  to  improve,  and  when  they  do  we  will 
be  meeting  with  T. Murphy,  Archdiocese  of  Seattle.  It  will  be  our  position 
that  we  wish  the  land  returned  to  the  Cowlitz  people.  We  are  currently 
composing  a plan  showing  what  we  are  willing  to  do  with  the  land,  that  we 
have  definite  ideas  about  what  we  want. 

It  looks  as  if  I will  lose.  Mine  is  the  only  voice  saying  nothing  should 
be  done,  that  the  (non-historical)  buildings  should  be  dismantled,  the 
land  cared  for  rather  than  molded.  Everyone  else  on  the  Tribal  Council 
has  ideas  about  what  could  be  erected,  from  food  banks  to  museums  (no 
casinos,  thankfully). 

Our  entire  argument  was  based  on  those  graves,  and  while  I have  successfully 
lobbied  that  the  first  course  of  action  should  be  to  find  exactly  where  those 
graves  are,  I can't  help  but  feel  sad  at  the  thought  of  having  to  see  more 
ugly  buildings  on  that  land. 

What  to  do? 

All  My  Relations 
dAVe  CIT/CIPC 

"RE : Battered  Women's  Shelters"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Apr  1996  12:36:25  -0500 
From:  zzshem@acc.wuacc.edu  (sheldon  mary) 

Sub j : Battered  Women's  Shelters 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Hi!  Though  I am  of  European  descent,  my  years  in  ministry  incline  me  to 
respond  to  your  request  for  advice.  Also,  I attended  a university  workshop 
which  focused  on  this  topic  for  Chicano  women  within  the  last  two  years. 

Native  American  women  are  disinclined  to  participate  in  community 
projects  which  are  consciously  and  unconsciously  designed  to  exclude  them 
because 

1.  There  are  no  Native  American  staff  present  (which  suggests  Native 
Americans  only  exist  in  to-be-helped  capacities); 

2.  Through  racist  code  signals,  body  language,  and  words.  Native  American 
women  and  children  are  treated  in  racist  ways  by  staff  and/or  white 
clients; 

3.  Staff  and/or  clients  invade  private  space,  inquiring  about  what  it  means 
to  be  Native  American,  etc.,  and  clients  feel  people  want  them  to  reveal 
"secrets"  in  trade  for  assistance,  and/or  they  are  tired  of  answering 
white  questions  about  Native  America; 

4.  White  middle  class  values  are  used  to  judge  Native  American  lives  and 
counsel  them; 

5.  Staff  are  unaware  of  basic  facts  about  Native  America; 

6.  There  is  no  recognition  of  Native  America  in  office,  general  living,  or 
individual  rooms  (wall  hangings,  newspapers,  etc.). 

Your  addressing  these  issues  as  appropriate  and  your  positive  presence  in 
the  shelter  will  bring  about  a willingness  within  the  community  to  use  it. 

Some  thoughts,  Mary  Dog  Soldier 

"RE;  Reading  Materials  Needed"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Apr  1996  13:55:20  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : reading  materials  needed  for  Native  women's  shelter 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


The  women  of  nations'  Eagles'  Nest  Shelter  from  domestic  violence  needs 
culturally  sensitive  and  relevant  reading  materials  for  their  shelter 


library.  Residents  come  from  many  different  native  tribes  - many  are 
second  and  third  generation  victims  of  federal  relocation  policies,  who 
are  seeking  information  about  their  people. 

Women  of  Nations 

P.0.  Box  40309 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota  55404 

612-222-5830 

612-222-1207  (fax) 

wa  do 

di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 
feather  eaglerock,  leech  lake  rez 

"RE : Developing  Self-sufficiency  Project"  

Date:  Sun,  21  Apr  1996  05:06:46  -0600 

From:  lein0023@maroon.tc.umn.edu  (lennifer  L.  Leino) 

Sub j : developing  self-sufficiency  project  for  Native  people 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I'm  looking  for  people  who  have  developed,  participated  in,  or  worked  at 
self-sufficiency  projects  for  Native  American  people.  I work  for  a NA 
non-profit  in  Minneapolis,  MN  - we  are  launching  a pilot  project  to  work 
with  urban  NAs  living  in  long-term  poverty  and  un/underemployment.  The 
idea  is  to  combine  traditional  NA  philosophy  and  practices  with  services 
like  job  training,  child  care,  and  advocacy  so  that  families  can  stay 
together  and  earn  a living  wage.  The  project  is  run  by  Native  people,  for 
Native  people. 

I'd  be  interested  in  exchanging  ideas:  info  about  the  broad  approach  and 
design  of  programs,  as  well  as  the  "nuts  and  bolts"  about  the  best  ways  to 
make  them  work.  I'm  most  interested  in  getting  the  perspective  of  other 
NAs,  but  any  input  would  be  very  welcome.  Thanks 
lennifer  Leino  (Anishinabe) 


Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews04.018 
From:  gars@netcom.com  (Gary  Night  Owl) 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche<gars@netcom. com> 
Message-ID:  <wotanging-ikche04_018@netcom . com> 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  TRIBALLAW,  NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L  listservers; 

UUCP  & Genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include j in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http : //web . maxwell . syr . edu/nativeweb/ journals/nanews 

"I  have  heard  talk  and  talk  but  nothing  gets  done.  Good  words  do  not  last 
long  unless  they  amount  to  something.  Words  do  not  pay  for  my  dead  people. 
They  do  not  pay  for  my  country.  They  do  not  protect  my  Fathers  grave. 

Good  words  do  not  give  me  back  my  children.  Good  words  will  not  give  my 
people  good  health  and  stop  them  from  dying.  I am  tired  of  talk  that  comes 
to  nothing.  It  makes  my  heart  sick  when  I remember  all  the  good  words  and 
all  the  broken  promises." 

Chief  losephj  Nee-mee-poo 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  ConfederacieSj 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitutionj 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


Arvol  Looking  Horse,  keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  for 
the  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  Nations  has  called  for  World  Peace  and  Prayer 
Day  on  Dune  21,  1996  at  10:00  am  Mountain  Time. 

According  to  Arvol  Looking  Horse  there  is  a Sacred  site  every  hundred 
miles  around  the  world.  If  you  can  not  be  at  the  one  in  South  Dakota  you 
might  wish  to  hold  an  event  on  Dune  21  at  one  of  these  sites. 

Many  have  created  Sacred  places  by  holding  prayer  and/or  drumming  there 
many  times.  If  you  do  nothing  else  on  Dune  21,  go  to  that  place  you  have 
made  Sacred  and  Pray.  Pray  for  Our  Mother.  Pray  for  guidance  and  strength 
from  Creator.  Pray  for  the  People. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day 

- Tecumseh 

- Cree  Community  and  UN  Recognition 

- Dishonor  of  our  Traditions 

- Words  from  Leonard 

- Cultural  Bandits 

- Action  Needed  on  ICWA  Legislation 

- Poem:  The  Children  Of  Indians 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day"  

Date:  Sun,  28  Apr  1996  16:22:22  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  mosa@netcom.com  (Michele  Lord) 

Sub j : PRESS  RELEASE  - World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

PRESS  RELEASE  April  25,  1996 

In  1996  the  Lakota,  Dakota,  Nakota  (Sioux)  Nation  began  to  fulfill  their 
prophesies  by  beginning  to  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop  of  their  nation  which 
was  broken  during  the  massacre  at  Wounded  Knee  in  1890.  For  four  years, 
from  1986  to  1990,  spiritual  leaders  led  the  "Bigfoot  Memorial  Ride"  to 
perform  their  sacred  ceremony  of  Wiping  the  Tears  which  those  massacred 
at  the  mass  gravesite  at  Wounded  Knee  were  denied. 

The  prophesy  told  of  a time  which  the  " Seventh  Generation"  would  mend 
the  Sacred  Hoop  and  that  a new  era  of  peace  and  strength  would  reign. 
The  Sacred  White  Buffalo  born  in  1994  validated  and  demonstrated  the 
prophecy  was  unfolding.  Lakota  spiritual  leader  Arvol  Looking  Horse- 
Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  originally  brought  to  the 
Sioux  19  generations  ago,  must  fulfill  his  responsibility  of  giving  her 
message  and  warnings.  He  has  met  with  spiritual  leaders  such  as  the 
Dali  Lama  of  Tibet,  traveled  to  South  Africa  to  meet  with  Desmond  Tutu, 
as  well  as  meeting  with  numerous  Indigenous  leaders  and  elders  to  secure 
the  appropriate  support  and  actions  at  this  time. 

According  to  the  prophecies,  the  Black  Hills  have  great  significance, 
especially  during  the  longest  day  of  the  year.  Dune  21st.  Dr.  Looking 
Horse  traveled  to  the  Sacred  Assembly  in  December  1995  and  proposed  Dune 
21st  as  a day  for  all  Indigenous  people  to  unite  in  prayer  at  their 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Enola  Hill  Ban  Expires 

- New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy 

- Big  Mountain  Action  Alert 


sacred  sites  to  begin  Mending  the  Hoop  of  the  Nations.  The  proposal  was 
upheld  by  both  Elijah  Harper  and  National  Chief  Ovide  Mercredi. 
Aboriginal  peoples  across  the  globe  will  join  to  pray  for  peace  and 
unity.  Non-Aboriginal  people  are  also  asked  to  join  in  and  support  this 
effort . 

On  May  3,  1996  a Unity  Ride,  on  horseback,  will  begin  in  Wahpeton, 
Saskatchewan  and  complete  a 1,200  mile  spiritual  journey  to  Grey  Horn 
Butte  (Devils  Tower)  in  the  Black  Hills  of  Wyoming.  There  are  riders 
from  many  First  Nations  participating  to  "Mend  the  Sacred  Hoop"  which 
has  been  broken  through  years  of  genocide,  colonialism,  residential 
schools  and  assimilation. 

The  healing  is  needed  not  only  for  First  Nations  but  also  for  a 
distressed  Earth  and  all  of  humanity. 

We  ask  for  the  public's  support  and  understanding  and  sincerely  wish 
that  this  historically  significant  journey  is  promoted  and  explained. 

We  ask  for  your  time  and  energy  in  getting  a very  special  message  out. 
This  is  for  all  peoples  and  all  living  things. 

Please  Note:  There  will  be  a Press  Conference  held  at  the  Saskatoon 
Centennial  Auditorium  Press  Room  on  May  1,  1996  at  4:00p.m. 

Contact  people  regarding  the  press  conference  are: 

A. J.  Felix,  vice  Chief:  (306)  953-7200  .cell  phone  (306)  961-1221 
A.F.N  National  Chief  (613)  241-6789 
Dr.  Dawn  Martin-Hill:  (905)  768-0017 

Indigenous  Studies  program  McMaster  University:  (905)  525-9140  ext.  27426 

To  lend  financial  support  for  the  "Unity  Riders",  who  number  many  more  than 
anticipated  , please  send  donations  to: 

"From  the  Circle"-Native  assistance" 

c/o  Elizabeth  Stinson 

(Secretary  to  Arvol  Looking  Horse) 

4760  Paulsen  Lane, 

Sebastopol,  CA  95472 

or  Phone:  707  829-3443 

We  will  be  in  contact  with  Dr.  Looking  Horse  and  the  riders  throughout  the 
ride  and  ...all  support  is  greatly  appreciated 
In  Peace, 
elizabeth 
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"When  we  walk  upon  Mother  Earth,  we  always  plant  our  feet  carefully 
because  we  know  the  faces  of  our  future  generations  are  looking 
up  at  us  from  beneath  the  ground.  We  never  forget  them." 

-Oren  Lyons,  Onondaga  Nation 
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Michele  Lord  LoomWork  mosa@netcom.com 

+*+  +*+  +*+  +*+  +*+  +*+ 

"RE : Tecumseh"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Apr  1996  17:11:57  -0400 
From:  Lady  of  Shallott  <rahl42@email . psu . edu> 

Sub j : Tecumseh 

UUCP  email 

Rani  Huber 
Prof.  Stewert 
Political  Science  435W 
18  April  1996 


The  man,  myth  and  legend  of  Tecumseh 


The  times  were  troubled.  The  White  Man  had  come  from  across  the  ocean  and 
discovered  the  unfathomable  glory  of  a new  continent.  The  Revolutionary  War 
had  freed  the  Americans  from  the  yoke  of  the  suppressive  British,  but  also 
set  the  new  settlers  against  a new  enemy.  The  Indian. 

The  White  Man  considered  the  Red  Man  an  uncivilized  barbarian,  living  a 
nomadic  life  with  seemingly  no  religion  or  ethics.  The  Red  Man  saw  the 
whites  as  invaders  of  their  land,  destroying  their  homes  and  needlessly 
killing  their  animals.  Many  independent  tribes  roamed  the  continent, 
sometimes  friendly  or  sometimes  warlike  with  their  nearby  neighbors.  There 
was  no  unifying  force  to  draw  the  distant  tribes  together  to  fight  against 
the  encroaching  tide  of  the  White  Man.  American  generals  bribed  Indian 
chiefs  with  whiskey,  treaties  were  quickly  signed,  and  just  as  quickly 
broken.  Minor  skirmishes  were  breaking  out  between  the  two  peoples.  It  was 
into  this  turbulent  time  that  Tecumseh  was  born. 

The  year  was  1768.  Tecumseh  was  the  forth  of  seven  children  born  to  the 
Shawnee  warrior  Puckeshinwa  and  Methoataske  of  the  Turtle  Clan  (Oskison,  3). 
All  in  his  family  but  Tecumseh  and  his  youngest  brother  Laulewasika,  who 
later  attained  fame  as  "The  Prophet",  faded  into  history.  However,  all  had 
a severe  impact  on  the  great  warrior's  life  (Oskison,  3). 

Methoataske,  his  mother,  was  a strong  willed  and  powerful  woman.  She 
instilled  in  Tecumseh  a deep  and  utter  hatred  of  the  invading  White  Man 
(Tucker,  19).  Even  before  reaching  his  seventh  year,  his  mother  had  taught 
him  the  dramatic  "poetry  of  words"  that  went  on  to  make  him  one  of  the 
"greatest  orators  of  his  time"  (Tucker,  23).  Tecumseh' s brother, 
Laulewasika,  the  mother  molded  into  a "mystic"  (Tucker,  23).  However,  not 
soon  after  this,  after  his  father  was  killed  by  a scouting  party  of  whites, 
she  left  her  sons  under  the  care  of  the  eldest  daughter  and  traveled  to  the 
South,  drifting  off  into  obscurity  (Tucker,  19). 

One  of  the  leading  figures  of  the  time  that  most  influenced  the  young 
Tecumseh  was  Cornstalk,  the  war  chief  of  the  Shawnee.  Cornstalk  dreamed  of 
a "federation  of  northern  and  southern  nations  that  would  establish  a free 
Indian  country"  (Tucker,  24).  Cornstalk  bravely  fought  against  the  whites 
but  was  forced  to  sign  a treaty,  greatly  disappointing  the  impressionable 
youngster.  Lord  Dunsmore,  the  governor  of  Virginia,  and  his  militia  invaded 
Ohio.  To  avoid  additional  bloodshed.  Cornstalk  ceded  more  of  the  precious 
Indian  land  to  the  American.  Sometime  later.  Cornstalk  and  his  son  were 
ruthlessly  gunned  down  in  their  home  (Tucker,  28) . This  murder  was  not  only 
unjustified  and  brutal,  but  it  was  also  costly.  The  killing  of  his  mentor 
Cornstalk  "aroused  in  the  nine-year-old  Tecumseh  such  a deep  distrust  of 
whites  that  he  almost  never  took  their  word  at  face  value"  (Tucker,  28) . 

Tecumseh  was  not  only  educated  in  words  and  speech,  but  he  was  also  taught 
the  skills  of  guerrilla  warfare  (Tucker,  29) . However,  he  suddenly  learned 
the  power  that  laid  behind  the  first  skill.  Sometimes  during  his  sixteenth 
year,  Tecumseh  witnessed  the  brutal  torture  and  burning  of  a white  captive. 
The  man  had  been  taken  from  one  of  the  many  boats  that  journeyed  down  the 
Ohio  river  and  ambushed  by  the  irate  Indians.  Horrified  at  what  he  was 
witnessing,  he  cried  out  against  the  cowardly  act,  issuing  forth  a sizzling 
oratory  that  no  man  who  heard  it  soon  forgot.  This  was  when  Tecumseh 
learned  that  words  could  be  "powerful  as  a battle-ax"  (Tucker,  51).  By  the 
age  of  27,  the  people  who  followed  him  no  longer  saw  him  as  an  equal.  He 
was  called  chief-  Chief  of  Ohio,  the  Beautiful  River  (Tucker,  75). 

By  1807,  war  was  beginning  to  brew  between  the  fledgling  United  States  and 
Britain.  Tension  was  beginning  to  build  in  the  Northwest.  Land  deeds  were 
being  made  with  individual  chiefs  who  gave  land  without  thinking.  The  land, 
air  and  water,  the  Red  Man  believed,  could  not  be  owned.  Settlers  came  to 
chiefs  asking  for  a little  plot  of  land  to  raise  a family,  but  they  returned 
for  more  and  more.  Large  purchases  of  land  were  being  negotiated  by  the 
United  State's  government.  In  September  of  1809,  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Wayne 
transferred  3,000,000  acres  of  land  to  the  United  States  for  the  minuscule 
price  of  $7,000  in  cash  and  an  annuity  of  $1,750  (Billington,  276). 

Tecumseh  took  this  as  a sign  to  plan  his  scheme  of  an  Indian  confederation 
(Tucker,  121).  "If  all  natives  were  united  in  a confederation,"  he  is  noted 
as  saying,  "with  members  pledged  to  make  no  land  cessions  without  the 
consent  of  all,  they  could  resist  American  demands"  (Billington,  275). 

Tucker  states  that,  "During  his  four  years  of  his  extensive  and  intensive 


travels,  [Tecumseh]  visited  virtually  every  independent  Indian  nation  from 
the  Scioto  and  the  Kanawha  to  the  Midwaters  of  the  Arkansas  and  the 
Missouri,  and  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico"  (Tucker,  133). 

Goaded  by  American  Generals  and  Governors,  the  Red  Man  quietly  began 
preparing  for  war. 

Battle  of  Tippecanoe 

While  away  on  his  recruitment  of  the  various  southern  tribes,  his  brother 
the  Prophet  was  left  in  marginal  control  of  the  northern  tribes.  Encouraged 
by  several  victories  in  minor  skirmishes  with  the  White  Man,  the  Prophet 
grew  even  bolder.  However,  Governor  William  Henry  Harrison  caught  wind  of  a 
possible  Indian  attack  and,  against  the  wishes  of  the  President,  gathered 
his  troops  and  stationed  them  down  the  Wabash  river  from  their  headquarters 
in  Vincennes.  The  governor  "who  had  formerly  regarded  the  Prophet  as  top 
man,  realized  that  Tecumseh  was  'one  of  those  uncommon  geniuses  who  spring 
up  now  and  then'  to  overturn  existing  order..."  (Brant,  The  President, 

385).  Tecumseh' s trip  south  to  unite  the  tribes  against  the  United  States' 
army  was  undoubtedly  going  to  be  a nuisance,  but  his  sudden  absence  was  seen 
as  an  immediate  opportunity  (Brant,  The  President,  385).  In  the  early  dawn, 
the  slumbering  troops  of  Harrison's  army  were  awakened  by  a sudden  gun  shot. 
A single  soldier,  seeing  a skulking  Indian  in  the  bushes,  had  fired  his 
pistol  and  raised  the  alarm.  The  gun  shot  was  followed  by  a war  whoop  of 
over  two  hundred  Indians  that  descended  upon  the  campsite.  Initially 
successful,  the  Indians  were  soon  pushed  back  by  the  mounted  soldiers  of 
the  Americans.  Despite  this  defeat  of  the  Red  Man,  the  casualties  on  the 
American  side  was  equal  to  that  of  the  much  smaller  attacking  Indian  force 
(Billington,  278).  Harrison's  losses  had  been  heavy:  "Thirty-seven  men  and 
officers  were  killed  in  the  fight,  and  151  wounded.  Of  the  wounded,  25 
died.  Thirty-eight  Indian  dead  were  found  on  the  battlefield.  How  many  of 
their  dead  and  wounded  the  Indians  carried  away  could  not  be  known" 

(Oskison,  166).  The  town  of  Tippecanoe,  following  tradition,  was  burned  and 
5,000  bushels  of  its  stored  corn  destroyed  (Oskison,  164).  Harrison  was 
nonetheless  branded  'victorious',  having  made  it  back  to  Vincennes  without 
any  further  loss  of  life.  Billington  writes,  "The  word  'retreat'  was  not 
used,  nor  was  it  mentioned  in  the  report  that  all  personal  baggage  was 
thrown  away,  the  wagons  being  needed  to  carry  the  wounded"  (389). 

Meanwhile,  Tecumseh  was  making  tracks  back  up  from  the  South,  blissfully 
unaware  of  the  altercation  between  Harrison  and  his  brother. 

The  Battle  of  Tippecanoe  had  greatly  reduced  the  popularity  and  power  of 
the  Prophet.  As  well,  it  had  frustrated  Tecumseh 's  labors  to  bring  about  a 
confederation  of  the  Indian  tribes  as  a unifying  force  against  the  Americans 
(Oskison,  170).  Tecumseh  made  several  more  futile  gestures  of  peace  towards 
Harrison.  The  governor  ignored  his  grievances,  only  attempting  to  reason 
with  the  Red  Man  why  he  should  become  an  ally  of  the  United  States.  The 
Chief  of  Ohio  "listened  with  an  attitude  of  indifference,  uttered  a few 
generalities,  and  left"  (Oskison,  172).  From  there,  Tecumseh  took  his  case 
to  the  British. 

The  Final  Conflict:  Battle  of  the  Thames,  October  5,  1813 

After  several  successful  encounters  against  the  Americans,  aided  by  his 
alliance  with  the  British,  Tecumseh  believed  his  dream  of  freedom  for  his 
people  to  be  near.  With  the  help  of  the  British  Major  General  Brock, 
Tecumseh  and  his  Indians  captured  Detroit.  The  fort  had  been  under  the 
command  of  General  Hull.  Hull  was  a veteran  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
governor  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  and  had  prescribed  to  the 
lefferson-Harrison  formula  of  getting  land  (usually  instituting  lies  and 
outright  bribery).  However,  Hull  was  old  and  fat.  His  appointment  as 
commander  of  Detroit  had  been  what  Oskison  coined  "a  tragic  mistake" 
(Oskison,  176).  With  the  loss  of  Detroit  the  "last  vestige  of  American 
authority  on  the  western  lakes  disappeared"  (Adams,  335).  It  was  called  the 
greatest  loss  of  territory  that  ever  befell  the  new  United  States  of  America 
(Adams,  336). 

Time  was  running  out  for  the  legendary  Chief,  however.  The  American 
Captain  Perry's  victory  on  Lake  Erie  reopened  the  lake  region  to  American 
armies.  Harrison  "seized  the  opportunity,  regained  Detroit,  [and]  drove  the 


British  back..."  (Madison,  338).  The  final  confrontation  between  Tecumseh 

and  Harrison  was  at  hand.  Frustrated  by  the  weakening  of  his  British  allies 

and  position  against  the  Americans,  the  two  opposing  forces  came  together  on 
the  banks  of  the  Thames  river.  Tecumseh  is  reported  to  have  said,  as  he 
prepared  his  men  for  the  onslaught  of  American  troops,  "Brothers,  we  are  now 

about  to  go  into  a battle.  I shall  never  come  out-  my  bones  will  lie  on  the 

battlefield"  (Oskison,  214).  Twenty  minutes  into  the  thick  of  the  battle, 
Tecumseh  was  shot  and  killed  by  an  American  officer.  (Tucker,  245).  Rumors 
abound  about  who  had  been  the  officer,  but  to  this  day  no  one  can  honestly 
claim  the  'honor'  of  killing  the  warrior.  Several  Indian  chiefs  were 
questioned  after  the  battle  and  said  the  body  was  taken  away  some  five  miles 
from  the  field  and  buried  in  an  unmarked  grave  (Tucker,  246). 

Manifest  Destiny-  or  Genocide 

In  twenty  short  minutes,  the  dream  of  a unified  Indian  Nation  was  forever 
destroyed.  In  the  years  that  followed  Tecumseh's  death,  the  individual 
tribes  were  facing  possible  extinction.  Andrew  Jackson  crushed  the 
remainder  of  the  Warrior  Chief's  Creek  followers  with  the  helping  hand  of  a 
regiment  of  friendly  Cherokees.  The  southern  tribes,  including  Jackson's 
new  found  Indian  friends,  were  soon  sent  out  on  the  long  "trail  of  tears", 
leading  to  permanent  exile  west  of  the  Mississippi  (Oskison,  221) . Oskison 
writes,  "...  Harrison's  stroke  on  the  Thames  opened  Indiana  and  Illinois  to 
further  penetration  of  white  settlers.  Also,  it  served  effectively  to 
defeat  the  claims  of  the  British  commissioners,  meeting  with  American 
representatives  at  Ghent  to  hammer  out  a treaty  of  peace,  to  a protectorate 
over  the  Indians  of  the  region"  (221).  The  Westward  Expansion  of  the  white 
settlers  with  the  publication  of  the  Manifest  Destiny  scattered  the  few 
remaining  tribes  into  almost  inhabitable  reservations.  Assimilation  into 
the  Dominant  culture  dampened  the  bright  spirits  of  those  Indians  that 
remembered  the  days  of  the  mighty  Tecumseh.  However,  the  warrior  chief  did 
not  fade  into  the  history  books,  and  his  life's  adventures  impacted  on  the 
outcome  of  many  future  occurrences  and  people. 

Thomas  Jefferson 

As  President  of  the  United  States  during  the  initial  movements  of  Tecumseh, 
Jefferson  took  to  heart  the  American  ideal  of  a nation  stretching  from  coast 
to  coast.  He  wished  to  preserve  peace,  and  felt  he  treated  the  various 
tribes  adequately  with  sufficient  reparation  for  their  land.  However, 
Jefferson's  policy  in  practice  "offered  a reward  for  Indian  extinction, 
since  he  not  only  claimed  the  territory  of  every  extinct  tribe  on  the 
doctrine  of  paramount  sovereignty,  but  deliberately  ordered  his  Indian 
agents  to  tempt  the  tribal  chiefs  into  debt  in  order  to  oblige  them  to  sell 
the  tribal  lands"  (Adams,  74). 

James  Madison 

Succeeding  Jefferson  in  the  White  House,  Madison  was  left  with  the 
consequences  of  the  former  President's  'Indian'  policy  and  forced  to  deal 
with  the  irate  Tecumseh.  He  wanted  nothing  more  than  peace  on  the  frontier 
and  friendship  with  the  Indians.  His  policy  of  not  antagonizing  the  tribes, 
which  Harrison  "ruined",  was  imperative  with  the  ongoing  contest  with 
England.  The  American  settlers  would  cry  out  for  war  against  the  British 
who  they  blamed  for  their  'Indian  problem'.  Madison  knew  if  he  declared  war 
against  England,  Tecumseh  and  his  followers  would  inevitably  be  allied  with 
the  British  arms  (Brant,  388).  A mobilized  force  already  situated  in  the 
country,  more  familiar  with  the  indigenous  terrain,  would  be  a major 
weakness  for  the  American  troops.  Governor  Harrison  acted  against  his 
orders  in  mobilizing  near  the  town  of  Tippecanoe.  Madison  realized  "the 
destruction  of  the  Prophet's  Town  would  be  paid  for  with  the  lives  and 
flaming  homes  of  scattered  settlers  all  the  way  to  the  Mississippi"  (Brant, 
388) . 

William  Henry  Harrison 

"Is  one  of  the  fairest  portions  of  the  globe  to  remain  in  a state  of 
nature,  the  haunt  of  a few  wretched  savages,  when  it  seems  destined  by  the 
Creator  to  give  support  to  a large  population,  and  be  the  seat  of 


civilization,  of  science,  and  of  true  religion."  - William  Henry  Harrison 

Harrison  is  clearly  seen  as  the  ultimate  nemesis  of  Tecumseh.  Harrison, 
the  only  son  of  Benjamin  Harrison  who  had  introduced  the  initial  resolution 
declaring  America's  independence  from  Britain,  joined  the  army  at  age  twenty 
in  1793,  serving  under  General  Mad  Anthony  Wayne  (Kelsey,  27).  Fighting  at 
the  General's  side,  it  was  his  first  clash  between  himself  and  the  Indian 
Chief.  From  that  moment  on,  the  two  would  remain  bitter  enemies.  Appointed 
as  Governor  of  Indiana  Territory,  Harrison  worked  under  the  "philanthropic 
principles"  of  Jefferson  (Adams,  68).  Adams  writes,  "No  acid  ever  worked 
more  mechanically  on  a vegetable  fibre  than  the  white  man  acted  on  the 
Indian.  As  the  line  of  American  settlements  approached,  the  nearest  Indian 
tribes  withered  away"  (Adams,  69) . 

No  single  man  caused  more  trouble  for  the  mighty  Tecumseh  than  Harrison, 
though  the  feeling  was  most  likely  mutual.  In  1806,  Harrison  caught  wind  of 
the  infamous  Prophet  and  immediately  began  to  question  the  legitimacy  of  his 
words.  He  sent  a missive  to  Tecumseh  stating,  if  his  brother  was  a true 
prophet  "ask  him  to  cause  the  sun  to  stand  still,  the  moon  to  alter  its 
course,  the  rivers  to  cease  to  flow"  (Billington,  275).  Chance  happen  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Prophet,  overhearing  a white  settler's  prediction 
of  a total  solar  eclipse  that  was  to  occur.  On  June  16th,  the  Prophet, 
bowing  to  Harrison's  wish  for  a demonstration  of  his  power,  said  he  would 
blot  out  the  sun.  The  forecasted  eclipse  quenched  any  doubt  among  his 
followers,  and  his  and  Tecumseh 's  words  were  forever  after  accepted  as  law. 

Harrison's  maneuvers  at  Tippecanoe  were  both  applauded  and  criticized. 
Americans  feared  the  possible  retaliation  of  Tecumseh 's  followers  when  their 
leader  returned  from  his  travels  down  in  the  South  (Adams,  107).  However, 
Tecumseh  was  unwilling  to  strike  the  initial  blow.  Harrison  waited  for  a 
signal  from  Congress  as  to  the  situation  with  the  British..  Similar  to 
Madison,  Harrison  knew  that  war  against  England  was  a war  against  the 
Indians  (Adams,  107).  After  the  blazing  victory  at  the  Thames,  Harrison 
took  his  remaining  veterans  to  Niagara,  hoping  to  help  in  the  final  battles 
in  winning  of  the  war.  However,  "Old  Hickory  Jackson"  apparently  did  not 
need  his  help.  His  "cloud  of  glory"  invisible  to  the  War  Department, 
Harrison  resigned  from  the  service  and  retired  to  his  farm  in  North  Bend, 
Ohio  (Oskison,  223). 

However,  the  tale  of  Tippecanoe  would  be  revived  now  and  again.  Owing  to 
this  "victory"  over  the  Indians,  Harrison  was  brought  forward  as  a 
Presidential  candidate  in  1840.  The  slogan  of  "Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  Too!' 
paved  his  way  into  the  White  House.  However,  unlike  his  nemesis  Tecumseh 
who  died  a martyr  on  the  battlefield,  Harrison  caught  a cold  riding  out  in 
the  open  during  his  inaugural  parade  and  died  only  a month  after  being 
instated  into  office. 

The  Legend  Lives  on... 

Tecumseh  plays  an  important  role  in  the  history  of  America  and  its  Native 
inhabitants.  There  is  no  doubt  that  he  was  a pivotal  player  in  the  pattern 
of  colonization  and  expansion  of  the  United  States.  He  represents  the  only 
man  to  ever  unite  many  of  the  diverse  tribes  of  North  America  against  the 
encroachment  of  the  Dominant  Culture.  His  intelligence,  oratory  skills,  and 
fighting  abilities  make  him  indeed  stuff  that  legends  are  based  on.  He 
indirectly  created  two  American  Presidents.  He  raised  the  banner  of  the  Red 
Man  in  one  final  battle  for  land,  friendship  and  peace  on  the  continent.  He 
was  honorable  and  not  ostentatious  with  his  power.  He  was  passionate  about 
his  cause  and  loved  his  people  dearly.  He  saw  himself  not  as  a Shawnee  but 
as  an  Indian,  a Red  Man,  a warrior  of  the  land.  He  fought  fearlessly, 
seeing  the  'slaughtering'  of  his  people  by  the  white  man's  drink,  religion, 
and  culture.  Charging  at  his  enemy  at  Thames,  he  saw  his  death.  Yet  with 
his  death,  he  knew  his  spirit  and  name  would  live  on  to  encourage  his  people 
to  continue.  While  his  bitter  foe  is  lost  in  the  obscurity  of  insignificant 
Presidents,  Tecumseh 's  name  lives  on  in  history  books,  stories,  and  movies. 
After  years  of  borderline  extinction,  massive  assimilation  by  the  white 
culture,  and  outright  discrimination,  the  Red  Man  is  once  again  fighting 
back.  The  name  of  Tecumseh  and  other  warriors  are  being  resurrected  by 
Elders,  demonstrating  the  honor  and  bravery  of  their  ancestors.  Oskison 
aptly  concludes,  "Tecumseh  takes  his  place  among  the  dreamers  and  leaders  of 


the  red  race  who  for  nearly  four  hundred  years  have  considered  martyrdom  not 
too  high  a price  to  pay  for  holding  the  dream..."  (237).  Every  American 
knows  the  longing  of  freedom,  the  burning  desire  to  rebel  against 
encroachment  upon  liberty.  The  dream  of  Tecumseh  is  a dream  of  many.  Far 
from  being  buried  in  an  unmarked  grave,  forgotten  and  ignored,  the  mighty 
spirit  of  the  Indian  Chief  Tecumseh  lives  on  in  all  of  us.. 
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3 AMES  BAY  CREE  COMMUNITY  GAINS  FURTHER  INTERNATIONAL  RECOGNITION 

(April  26,  1996,  Ouje-Bougoumou)  The  Ouje-Bougoumou  Cree  First  Nation 
of  the  lames  Bay  Cree  Territory  in  Quebec  has  been  informed  that  it  was 
selected  by  the  Technical  Advisory  Committee  of  the  second  United  Nations 
Conference  on  Human  Settlements  (Habitat  II)  as  one  of  the  100  Best 
Practices  in  Improving  Living  Environments.  The  community  was  recognized 
for  its  alternative  energy  project  in  the  course  of  developing  a new  village 
in  northern  Quebec. 

As  part  of  the  new  village,  a unique  method  for  providing  heating  energy  was 
installed.  A single  boiler  in  the  village  burns  wood  waste  products  from 
nearby  sawmills  which  then  heats  water  and  then  distributes  the  hot  water 
via  underground  pipes  to  all  the  buildings  and  houses  in  the  village.  The 
community  successfully  converts  industrial  waste  into  energy  while  creating 
local  employment  and  retaining  significant  financial  resources  within  the 
village.  In  association  with  energy-efficient  building  design,  and  a unique 
self-reliant  housing  program,  the  Ouje-Bougoumou  people  have  built  a village 
guided  by  the  principle  of  sustainable  development. 

As  part  of  the  Habitat  II  Conference,  to  be  held  in  Istanbul,  Turkey  in 
Dune,  a Best  Practice  Exhibition  will  be  presented.  In  addition  a special 
CD-ROM  database  and  videos  describing  the  100  Best  Practices  will  be 
disseminated  through  various  media  including  paper  catalogue,  diskette  and 
through  the  Internet  via  the  World  Wide  Web. 

Ouje-Bougoumou  is  a new  village  in  the  lames  Bay  Cree  Territory,  having 
been  constructed  over  the  past  five  years.  The  community  had  previously 
experienced  a number  of  forced  relocations  from  earlier  village  sites 
because  of  mining  and  forestry  activities  in  their  traditional  territory. 

Since  constructing  the  new  village  Ouje-Bougoumou  has  come  to  be  recognized 
as  a "model  aboriginal  village".  Ouje-Bougoumou  is  also  a model  of 
determination  and  an  example  of  what  can  be  accomplished  with  an  indomitable 
will  to  survive  and  thrive  despite  all  odds. 

This  recognition  by  the  United  Nations  follows  an  award  which  the  community 
received  in  September  1995  when  it  was  chosen  as  a recipient  of  the  "U.N.  50 
Communities  Award",  an  award  established  in  celebration  of  the  UN's  50th 
anniversary  in  which  50  communities  around  the  world  were  selected  as  best 
expressing  the  objectives  of  the  United  Nations.  Ouje-Bougoumou  was 
selected  in  the  category  of  Human  Settlement. 

Ouje-Bougoumou  was  also  recently  invited  to  participate  in  the  planning  and 
eventually  in  preparing  an  exhibition  of  the  community's  accomplishments  for 
presentation  at  "Expo2000",  the  world's  fair  to  be  held  in  Hannover,  Germany. 

Chief  Abel  Bosum,  who  has  led  the  community  through  many  years  of  difficult 
negotiations  and  through  the  planning  and  development  phase  of  the  new 
village  commented  as  follows  upon  hearing  of  the  latest  international 
recognition  of  Ouje-Bougoumou:  "It  is  very  humbling  to  know  that  what  we 
have  done  here  is  considered  to  be  very  important  by  the  world  community. 

It  makes  us  realize  how  we  are  connected  to  something  much  larger  than  us 
even  though  we  live  in  a small  remote  village.  It  makes  us  feel  not  only 
proud  of  our  accomplishments  but  it  also  creates  in  us  a certain  sense  of 
responsibility.  In  the  course  of  trying  to  solve  problems  of  our  own  we 


have  come  up  with  solutions  that  may  be  useful  to  many  other  people.  We 
feel  an  obligation  to  share  that  experience  and  to  do  our  small  part  in 
making  this  world  a better  place  to  live." 

The  community  is  currently  exploring  potential  sources  of  funding  to  permit 
several  Ouje-Bougoumou  members  to  attend  the  events  in  Istanbul  in  Dune. 

For  further  information  contact: 

Chief  Abel  Bosum  or 

Ouje-Bougoumou 
418.745.3911 

- — "RE:  Dishonor  of  our  Traditions" 

Date:  Tue,  30  Apr  1996  08:04:26  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Sub j : Dishonor  of  our  Traditions 

UUCP  email 
O' siyo. . . 

Oh  April  21st  of  this  year,  the  Gulfport,  Mississippi  Sheriff's  Office 
proved,  once  again,  heaped  indignities  upon  our  People  by  raiding  a City 
Sponsored  Pow  Wow  and  harassing  our  elders,  dancers  and  young  ones. 

The  irony  of  this  stuck  me  as  I had  just  read  a article  stating  the 
Methodist  Church  is  apologizing  for  the  massacre,  led  by  a lay  Preacher, 
of  our  People  at  Sand  Creek  in  the  last  century. 

Those  in  First  Nations  respect  our  traditions  at  a pow  wow  so  greatly 
that  we  have  a sacred  ceremony  we  do  if  a Eagle  Feather  is  dropped  during 
the  dancing... We  have  a set  of  values  so  inherently  sacred  that  we  do  not 
touch  another's  sacred  items.. we  do  not  disrespect  any  item  held  in  sacred 
esteem.  Yet... these  of  the  dominant  culture  came ...  grabbed  a kachina  doll 
because  it  "looked  LIKE  an  owl"  though  it  was  made  from  rabbit  fur  and 
turkey  feathers. 

They  took  one  of  our  young. . .frightened  him ....  racially  dishonored  us 
by  words  of  dishonor .. .threatened  one  of  our  women  dancers  who  stood  up  to 
question  them... and  arrested  two  people. .. .They  claimed  our  legal  sage  was 
marijuana ...  and  entered  the  sacred  grounds  without  permission... 

I have  told  you  the  messages ...  how  they  desecrate  our  dead... how  they 
harass  our  elders  by  displacing  them  from  their  homes.. the  Navajo 
Grandmother . .the  Shoshone. .How  they  take  our  fishing  lands... our  food  to 
be  given  to  our  children ...  How  they  will  not  let  us  even  PRAY  on  our 
sacred  lands  with  paying... How  we  cannot  hold  legally  those  sacred 
religious  feathers  given  to  us  by  Creator  for  our  prayers... 

I sat.... with  a Sacred  Holy  Woman  two  nights  ago... my  friend.. and  she 
and  I spoke  our  hearts.. of  our  old  ways.. of  how  we  now  have  agreed  to 
bring  forth  traditional  teachings  to  all... How  we  shall  work  hand  in  hand 
to  give  you  the  words.. the  ways.. the  messages ...  and  I sit  here  this 
morning  and  do  not  know  if,  even  in  this,  anyone  shall  hear  them... 
but  they  must  be  spoken... 

Do  you  know  the  Hopi  have  now  stated  they  will  no  longer  pray  for 
mankind?  They  have  given  up.... A traditional  people  have  given  up  on  all 
of  mankind. . .Does  that  speak  loudly  to  each  heart?  It  did  to  mine... 

I have  Journeyed  far  into  this  land ...  spoken  with  many... and  I see  a 
shadow  in  the  hearts  of  First  Nations... a sense  of  defeat... of 
hopelessness  as  we  see  no  way  to  stop  the  evil  that  comes  to  us... more 
and  more  and  more. . . 

Are  we  so  defeated  that  we  shall  not  demand  the  respect  our 
Grandfather's  died  for?  Shall  we  allow  all  of  that  to  have  been  in 
vain.  . .purposeless. .for  nothing? 

Shall  we  forget  our  old  songs.. our  old  dances.. our  language. .our 
culture. . .our  ways  of  loving  all  who  come  with  open  arms?  Shall  we  then 
lay  our  hearts  on  the  ground  and  continue  to  allow  our  elders,  our  babies, 
our  women  to  be  dishonored?  I ask  you  this  question. . .Shall  First  Nations 
die?  Shall  we  die?  If  so... let  us  not  allow  it  to  be  a slow 
death. . .painful. . .degrading. . I would  rather  see  us  destroy  our  own 


Paul  Wertman,  Advisor 
Ottawa:  613.761.1655  or 
Ouje-Bougoumou:  418.745.3911 


lodges.. our  own  sacred  items  than  to  allow  dishonorable  hands  to  touch 
them. . Think,  my  Brothers  and  Sister,  strongly  of  what  your  hearts  say 
now.. NO  NO. . .we  shall  not  let  it  die.... Does  not  your  heart  speak  this 
thing?  "We  have  survived  500  years... we  shall  not  lay  now  our  hearts  to 
die  now?"  If  this  is  so  then... what  shall  be  do? 

Our  tribal  leaders  continue  to  take  monies  doled  out  by  the  Federal 
Government  just  like  a hundred  years  ago  when  we  were  given  the  worm 
infested  meats... when  we  became  the  "around  the  fort  Indians" .. depending 
on  their  handouts  for  our  survival .. .We  continue  to  be  on  our 
knees . . . begging. . . 

I say... refuse  the  monies ...  refuse  the  handouts. .We,  of  First  Nations 
survived  for  countless  centuries  without  the  mere  morsels  given  to  us  to 
shut  us  up.  I say. . .throw  it  back.. refuse  it... Get  OFF  our  knees.. Get  OFF 
them. .Stand  in  Honor.. First  Nations  has  the  ability  to  provide  our  own 
food... our  own  medicines . .our  own  shelters .. .to  care  for  our 
People. . Brothers . .go  BACK  to  the  old  ways.. the  Honorable  ones.. Are  we  so 
assimilated  that  we  do  NOT  remember  them? 

We  get  two  weeks  vacation  each  year ...  Instead  of  going  to  Disneyland 
with  our  children .. .take  them  HOME... take  them  to  the  elders  to  learn  how 
to  survive. .Give  them  back  their  heritage ...  give  them  back  a way  to 
survive.. a way  that  no  college  trust  fund  could  give  them  for  their 
future. 

Someday.. and  hear  my  words  well ...  someday  mankind  will  have  to  survive 
on  his  learned  survival  skills .. .Olivia  and  Is  spoke  of  how  Mother  is  no 
longer  going  to  absorb  the  blood  of  innocents ...  Look  around  you... see  the 
seasons  changing. .the  animals  moving  and  migrating  from  territorial  homes 
they  have  lived  in.. look  at  how  late  the  seasonal  gifts  were  even  this 
Spring.  Have  you  looked?  Have  you  see  the  changes  on  Mother  Earth?  Many 
of  we  who  are  traditional  have... and  we  see  even  past  this... Many  in  this 
circle  know  the  meaning  of  this... 

I say  to  you... you  MUST  hear  the  messages  given  by  the  winds... The 
Honorable  Nations.. the  Sioux,  the  Shoshone,  the  Comanche,  the  Apache,  the 
Cherokee,  the  Cheyenne,  the  Mohawks,  the  Hope,  the  Pueblo,  the 
Navajo. . .hundreds. . see  it.. and  we  have  choices  at  this  moment,  I 
think... not  many... but  some... We  can  sit  back  in  the  shadows  and  allow  it 
to  continue .. refuse  to  stand  up  for  Honor... or  we  can  stand  as  a Nation 
loudly .. natives .. nonnatives  alike.. and  scream. .NO  MORE! 

I recently  was  asked  to  speak  at  Iowa  State  University  and  the 
University  of  Minnesota,  by  the  NA  group  there... In  the  process  of 
exchanging  messages  on  the  arrangements  I was  sharing  with  Feather  (who  is 
in  our  circle)  and  asked  this  question .. "If  I bring  my  Eagle  Feather  to 
use  there,  you  think  I'll  be  arrested."  *smiles*  Then  as  I was  driving 
back  yesterday  from  Atlanta  I thought  of  this  question  and  I felt  a great 
sadness  at  the  dilemma  of  that... for  the  question  remains... Do  we  stand  in 
honor... or  stay  on  our  knees  in  fear? 

Each  heart  must  speak  its  own  words... Each  person  is  responsible  for 
their  own  actions  in  life... but  I am  struck  by  the  thought ...  how  can 
ANYONE  stand  by  and  see  innocent  people  treated  with  such  disrespect  and 
dishonor?  How  could  ANYONE  refuse  to  help?  My  heart  cries  at  this  for  I 
have  always  believed  in  the  Dream  of  One  Nation.. One  People. . standing  in 
Honor  for  All... yet,  I see  no  outcry  today... I do  not  see  the  Warrior 
Societies  standing  and  demanding  apologies ...  I do  not  see  tribal  leaders 
demanding  public  apologies  to  our  People. . .Does  NO  ONE  CARE  anymore? 

I would  hope  each  person  in  this  circle  will  fax. . .CALL. .forget  E 
mail.. they  never  read  it... the  President  ...the  Sheriff  of  that 
County.. the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi ...  I would  PRAY  that  all 
groups  will  CANCEL  any  conventions .. any  meetings  in  the  state  of 
Mississippi ...  Friends .. Prejudice  is  alive  and  well  in  that  state... I would 
PRAY  that  each  of  you  today  will  make  it  a GOAL  to  not  go  to  bed  tonight 
without  protesting. . .without  telling  your  mail  lists. .forums. .friends. .of 
this  indecent  act... 

And  more... I hope  each  of  you  will  ask  yourself .. .WOULD  I carry  that 
Eagle  Feather  if  asked?  There  is  symbolism  in  that  question .. .think  on  it 
well ...  a ' ho 

"Only  by  standing  up  and  demanding  HONOR  be  given  to  us  shall  we  be 


given  the  freedom  we  so  desperately  wish.  If  we  are  not  given  this.. we 
have  nothing. .NOTHING. . .and  might  as  well  be  dead!" 

A Cherokee  Elder.... 

- — "RE:  Words  from  Leonard"  

Date:  Tue,  30  Apr  1996  13:13:48  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  freedom@prairienet .org  (Freedom  Heart  Rising) 

Sub  j : Words  from  Leonard 

UUCP  email 

O'siyo:  I rec'd  the  newsletter,  "In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse"  today,  from 
the  LPDC.  Following  are  Leonard's  words: 

++++++ 

Greetings,  Friends: 

For  over  20  years,  people  of  conscience  have  shouted  for  justice  in  my 
case.  We  have  asked  for  a new  trial,  for  investigations,  and  hearings.  In 
1993  we  asked  that  the  President  examine  the  mass  of  factual  information 
we  had  collected  and  grant  me  executive  clemency.  The  request  for 
clemency  is  still  pending. 

That  is  why  in  my  statement  today,  I urge  you  to  attend  the  third  _ 
Freedom  Forum_  which  will  be  taking  place  once  again  in  Washington,  D.C. 
on  Dune  26  and  27. 

In  1994,  the  LPDC  (with  the  aid  of  many  Support  Group  members  in  and 
around  the  Virginia  area)  organized  _Peltier  Weekend_.  According  to 
numbers  put  together  by  the  police,  over  1500  supporters  gathered  at  just 
past  7 AM  to  march  to  Lafayette  Park.  By  noon,  there  were  over  3000 
people  attending  the  all  day  rally.  Our  speakers  included  author  Peter 
Matthiessen,  my  late  spiritual  advisor  Louie  Irwin,  AIM  members  from 
around  the  country,  entertainer  Kris  Kristofferson,  and  many  others.  It 
was  a scorching  hot  day  from  what  I have  been  told,  but  the  power  of  our 
spirit  opened  the  sky  just  minutes  after  our  event  closed  and  cooled  the 
earth . 

In  1995  we  gathered  at  The  American  University  for  a Freedom  Forum. 
Prayers  were  led  by  Grandfather  Semu  Huaute  and  Wallace  Black  Elk.  Our 
keynote  speaker.  Rev.  Desse  Dackson  electrified  the  auditorium  with  his 
powerful  speech.  My  attorney,  Ramsey  Clark,  and  my  good  friend  Ernie 
Stephens,  Dr.  had  their  speeches  aired  for  3 days  on  C-Span.  Suzie  Baer 
showed  her  film  _Warrior_,  and  music  legend  Pete  Seeger  gave  a performance 
that  had  young  and  old  alike  singing  along  with  him  that  evening.  The 
following  day  we  held  a press  conference  at  the  United  States  Capital 
Building.  Congressmen  Bill  Richardson,  Dohn  Conyers,  Eni  Faleomavaega, 
and  Doe  Kennedy  presented  strong  statements  in  support  of  justice.  The 
room  was  filled  with  so  many  reporters  and  supporters  that  many  had  to  sit 
on  the  floor  while  others  spilled  into  the  hallway. 

We  have  been  invited  back  to  the  American  University.  This  year  we  will 
focus  a lot  on  the  ongoing  investigation  of  the  Canadian  Government  into 
my  extradition.  Among  our  speakers  will  be  Warren  Allmand,  a member  of 
the  Canadian  Parliament  since  1965.  Mr.  Allmand  will  be  in  D.C.  with  the 
permission  of  his  Parliamentary  Ethics  Committee  to  speak  to  members  of 
our  government  specifically  about  my  case.  This  is  very  exciting  to  me! 

Congressman  Bill  Clay  has  again  secured  us  a room  at  the  Capital 
Building  which  we  will  use  for  a Press  conference,  meeting  with 
legislators  and  for  a strategizing  meeting  after  which  those  supporters 
who  are  willing,  will  be  unleashed  into  the  halls  of  D.C.  to  distribute 
information  about  my  case  and  try  to  gather  signatures  on  another 
Congressional  letter  supporting  Clemency. 

Please  realize  how  much  this  means  to  me  and  do  your  best  to  BE  THERE. 

If  we  can  get  enough  people  together,  we  could  visit  EVERY  Congressperson, 
Senator,  and  Dustice  Department  Official!  Imagine  the  impact  of  such  a 
project ! 

You  are  in  my  thoughts,  my  friends,  and  I pray  that  you  will  continue  to 
be  people  of  good  will. 


In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse, 
Leonard  Peltier 


"RE : Cultural  Bandits"  

Date:  Fri,  26  Apr  1996  12:10:40  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  plptwr@powernet.net 
Sub j : Cultural  "Bandits" 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

The  damage  is  done.  The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  and  Nevada  State  Museum 
are  violating  the  natural  law  that  govern  all  Indian  people.  To  think  and 
act  in  the  manner  in  which  they  are,  goes  beyond  any  human  nature  that  is 
based  in  any  form  of  spiritual  belief.  The  "find"  of  human  remains  in  the 
Nevada  desert  has  added  fuel  to  the  fire  regarding  the  struggle  of  Indian 
people  to  preserve  the  dignity  of  our  ancestors. 

In  today's  Reno  Gazette  Journal,  experts  hail  the  mummy  test  results, 
and  further  add  that  it  is  proof  in  showing  the  value  of  re-examining  many 
museum  collections.  The  BLM  has  declared  a spiritual  war  on  Indian  people 
of  Nevada.  All  you  educators  and  people  of  greed  will  determine  your  own 
value  of  this  issue,  but  to  us  it  represents  further  insult  to  our 
ancestors.  The  only  result  of  this  attempt  is  to  continue  to  divide  and 
conquer  Tribes.  It  will  provide  their  "evidence"  to  continue  land 
disputes,  while  allow  them  to  gather  the  information  they  need  to  better 
themselves . 

DNA  tests  destroy  bones  of  remains.  In  order  to  repatriate  and  rebury 
our  people,  all  parts  must  by  whole.  These  people  - Amy  Dansie,  Don  Touhy, 
Cynthia  Pinto,  Pat  Barker  - is  further  proof  that  there  are  others  like 
Jack  Harelson  that  thrive  on  desecrating  our  people.  No  proof  has  been 
provided  by  BLM  or  museum  officials  that  authorization  was  given  to 
conduct  these  studies.  There  is  a strong  suspicion  that  no  authorization 
was  afforded  and  that  more  DNA  studies  have  been  completed  without  the 
knowledge  of  Indian  people. 

All  tribes  must  be  put  on  notice  that  their  ancestors  face  the  same 
destruction  that  has  been  suffered  by  the  Nevada  Tribes  associated  with 
this  mummy. 

Thank  you. 

Mervin  Wright,  Jr. 

Vice  Chairman 

Pyramid  Lake  Paiute  Tribe 

Nevada 


"RE;  Action  Needed  on  ICWA  Legislation"  

Date:  Fri,  26  Apr  1996  15:27:42  -0700 
From:  fouche@rmii.com  (Marie  Fouche) 

Sub j : URGENT  ACTION  NEEDED  ON  ICWA  LEGISLATION 

UUCP  email 
Hi  Everyone, 

I'm  writing  to  you  with  regards  to  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act.  As  some  of 
you  may  or  may  not  know.  Congresswoman  Pryce  of  Ohio  has  joined  forces  with 
Congressman  Todd  Tiahrt  of  Kansas  and  has  introduced  an  amendment  to  the 
ICWA  to  the  US  Congress  which  will  severely  weaken  it.  Many  of  you  may  have 
seen  Mark  Fiddler's  post  not  long  ago  with  a copy  of  this  amendment ...  it ' s 
on  my  web  page  at  this  time  (address  in  signature),  and  it's  also  at 
http://rs9.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query.  As  some  of  you  may  know,  Pryce  decided  to 
skip  the  subcommittee  and  directly  introduce  this  bill  to  the  HR,  which 
means  it's  coming  up  for  a vote  this  May  6th .. .they ' re  trying  to  sneak  this 
one  by  us  folks,  and  we  CAN'T  let  them  get  away  with  this!  I'm  asking  all 
of  you  to  please  help  us  with  this... we  need  to  flood  the  offices  of 


Congresswoman  Pryce,  Tiahrt  and  your  own  congresspeople  and  senators  from 
your  state  protesting  the  passage  of  this  bill  every  day  through  May 
6th... we  need  to  write  to  our  senators , and  we  need  to  start  writing  to 
President  Clinton  urging  him  to  veto  this  if  it  finds  its  way  to  his 
desk... THIS  AMENDMENT  WAS  DRAFTED  WITHOUT  THE  CONSENT,  CONSIDERATION, 

ADVICE  OR  APPROVAL  OF  ANY  FIRST  NATION ...  just  opposite  of  what 
Congresswoman  Pryce  promised ...  Please  help  us.... below  I have  written  a cut 
and  paste  letter  that  you  could  use... I've  enclosed  the  e-mail  addresses 
for  Pryce,  Tiahrt,  President  and  VP,  the  resource  committee,  democratic 
leadership,  and  speaker  of  the  house.... all  you  have  to  do  is  fill  in  the 
blank,  type  in  the  e-mail  addresses  in  the  "To:"  and  "CC"  areas  of  the 
document,  and  click  on  Send  and  Send  Again  over  the  next  few  days... it  will 
take  you  a minimal  amount  of  time.  If  you  don't  know  the  e-mail  address  for 
the  representatives  from  your  state,  you  can  look  them  up  at  the  web 
addresses  of  http: . .www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/1007/house.html  and 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/1007/senate.html  or  you  can  e-mail  me 
with  your  state,  and  I'll  send  you  the  addresses .. I ' m hoping  to  create 
links  to  these  sites  in  a few  minutes  from  my  page.  If  you  live  in  another 
country,  please  don't  let  that  stop  you.  We  need  international  support. 
Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  read  this 

ADDRESSES 

Congresswoman  Deborah  Pryce  of  Ohio:  prycel5@hr.house.gov 
Congressman  Todd  Tiahrt  of  Kansas:  tiahrt@hr. house. gove 
Speaker  of  the  House  Newt  Gingrich:  georgia6@hr.house.gov 
Democratic  Leadership  demldr@hr.house.gov 

Resource  Committee  (the  committee  that  should  be  reviewing  this 
legislation) : resource@hr.house.gov 
President  Clinton:  president@whitehouse.gov 
VP  Gore:  vice.president@whitehouse.gov 

LETTER 

Dear  (insert  name  of  your  representative,  and  cc  Pryce,  Tiahrt, 

Speaker  of  the  House,  President,  VP,  Resources,  and  Democratic  Leadership), 

I am  writing  to  you  with  regards  to  H.R.  3275  which  would  dramatically 
weaken  the  protections  established  by  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  (ICWA) 
in  1978. 

Congresswoman  Pryce  has  been  aggressively  seeking  a way  to  pass  this 
legislation  without  consulting  any  Native  American  Nation  within  this 
country.  This  amendment  is  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  Native  American 
people,  rather  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  adoption  attorneys  who  profit  off 
of  these  adoptions  and  non-native  families.  Where  is  the  consideration  for 
the  Native  American  family,  more  importantly  where  is  the  concern  for  the 
well-being  of  the  Native  American  generations  yet  to  be  born? 

It's  astounding  that  the  United  States  Congress  would  even  consider  this 
without  speaking  directly  to  the  people  that  it  will  effect  the  most, 
without  researching  the  numerous  psychological  studies  about  the 
ramifications  of  these  types  of  adoptions,  without  speaking  to  those  who 
were  adopted  off  of  the  reservations  or  away  from  their  Native  American 
families  before  the  ICWA  was  enacted  and  to  hear  firsthand  how  this  type  of 
adoption  effected  their  lives.  How  could  you  not  speak  and  listen  to  the 
numerous  stories  of  parents  and  the  extended  families  who  lost  one  of  their 
little  ones  because  of  the  practices  of  social  workers  before  the  ICWA  was 
adopted? 

This  legislation  is  a blatant  step  towards  destroying  the  Native  American 
family,  thus  furthering  the  cultural  genocide  the  United  States  has  waged 
against  all  First  Nations  for  generations ...  This  amendment  will  take  away 
from  those  children  yet  to  be  born  what  we  hold  so  dearly  and  closely  to 
our  hearts... our  families.  Can  you  imagine  what  it  would  be  like  if  an 


outside  country  were  to  come  in  and  make  decisions  about  how  the  children 
within  this  country  were  to  be  treated,  adopted,  and  taken  care  of?  Well, 
this  is  what  this  country  is  thinking  of  doing  at  this  moment  if  this 
legislation  is  passed.  First  Nations  are  sovereign  nations,  and  this  is 
something  that  needs  to  be  respected. 

This  legislation  would  prevent  any  family  member  from  coming  forward  and 
saying  that  they  wish  to  raise  the  child,  or  allowing  the  biological 
parents  to  change  their  minds  within  the  allowed  time  period.  This 
legislation  will  effectively  remove  from  Indian  children,  families  and 
tribes  a basic  right  that  all  United  States  citizens  have  to  appeal  unjust 
court  decisions  affecting  their  families.  The  extended  family  within  the 
Native  American  culture  is  far  different  from  ours.  Whereas  we  might  see 
our  grandparents  or  our  parents  a few  times  out  of  the  year,  families 
within  the  Native  American  culture  are  very  close  and  see  each  other  on  a 
constant  basis.  The  responsibility  of  raising  a child  does  not  fall  solely 
upon  the  parents  within  the  Native  American  community-  the  grandparents, 
the  aunts  and  uncles,  the  cousins,  and  other  siblings  all  take  an  active 
part  in  raising  the  child.  The  baby  is  never  left  alone,  rarely  put  in 
daycare,  and  grows  up  with  a strong  cultural  identity,  a strength  that  is 
greatly  lacking  in  our  culture. 

This  legislation  also  will  give  states  the  control  as  to  decide  who  is 
"Indian"  and  who  is  not  based  upon  a subjective  criteria.  This  is  utterly 
ridiculous.  I can't  recall  any  adoption  dispute  between  non-natives,  where 
the  people  had  to  prove  they  were  "white"  enough  do  you?  These  different 
criteria  are  completely  absurd... for  instance,  a biological  father  lost 
his  battle  to  bring  his  Porno  twin  girls  home,  because  he  hadn't  attended  a 
ceremony  within  the  past  year,  didn't  read  Indian  newspapers,  and  didn't 
participate  in  tribal  politics.  Well,  let  me  ask  you  how  many  people  in 
this  country  attend  church  on  a consistent  basis,  take  the  time  to  read  a 
newspaper,  let  alone  participate  in  their  city  or  town  politics?  I think 
this  new  tactic  is  blatant  racism,  and  if  you  vote  to  approve  this 
legislation,  you  will  be  supporting  and  continuing  the  long  standing  racist 
attitude  of  this  country. 

This  legislation  will  also  allow  state  officials  to  walk  onto  Indian 
reservations  without  permission  where  tribal  governments  and  courts  and 
have  historically  had  jurisdiction  and  remove  Indian  children  at  will 
according  to  state,  not  tribal,  standards.  If  you  don't  respect  First 
Nations  as  sovereign  nations  within  this  country,  then  does  not  the  United 
States  Constitution  apply  to  Native  Americans?  Or  does  it  cease  to  exist 
when  a Native  American  is  involved? 

The  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  was  established  to  give  each  and  every  Tribe 
the  right  to  make  determinations  as  to  the  welfare  of  their  children,  and  I 
appeal  to  you  to  respect  the  original  law  and  to  leave  it  in  tact.  A law 
that  was  created  after  numerous  discussions  with  Native  Americans  from 
several  different  Nations,  something  that  this  legislation  is  lacking.  I 
ask  you  to  please  vote  against  the  passage  of  this  amendment,  to  respect 
the  abilities  of  each  individual  tribe  to  make  the  best  decisions  for  their 
own  people  on  each  individual  basis ...  Since  you  do  not  participate  or 
understand  the  many  cultures  of  the  several  tribes  on  this  continent,  how 
could  you  possibly  ever  assume  you  know  what  the  best  choices  are  for  their 
children?  Please  leave  these  choices  and  decisions  to  the  many 
Tribes VOTE  AGAINST  THIS  LEGISLATION. 

If  you  wish  to  learn  more  about  the  Native  American  viewpoint  on  this 
issue,  please  call  the  National  Indian  Child  Welfare  Association  at 
503-222-4044  and  ask  for  David  Simmons. 

At  the  14th  annual  "Protecting  Our  Children"  National  American  Indian 
Conference  on  Child  Abuse  and  Neglect"  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  a 
resolution  was  written.  I ask  you  to  read  this  and  listen  to  the  words  of 
Tribal  elders. 


"We,  the  tribal  leaders,  Indian  child  welfare  workers,  service  providers, 
and  advocates  who  are  attending  this  the  14th  Annual  "Protecting  our 
Children"  National  American  Indian  Conference  on  Child  Abuse  and  Neglect  in 
Albuquerque,  NM  are  here  to  discuss  and  advocate  for  the  protection  of  our 
Indian  children  and  families.  We  are  here  not  only  as  professionals, 
community  members  and  tribal  leaders,  but  also  as  the  parents,  aunts  and 
uncles,  and  grandparents  of  these  Indian  children  who  are  so  important  to 
the  future  of  our  communities. 

"Whereas,  the  participants  of  this  conference  are  united  in  opposing  any 
legislation  that  would  harm  our  Indian  children  and  families  and  take  us 
back  to  the  era  when  Indian  children  were  easily  and  unnecessarily  removed 
from  their  homes  and  families  to  be  sold  by  private  adoption  agencies  and 
attorneys, 

"Whereas,  Congresswoman  Pryce  of  Ohio  has  introduced  and  is  aggressively 
pursuing  legislation-H . R . 3275-that  is  blatantly  anti-family  in  its  values 
and  would  deny  large  numbers  of  Indian  children  the  right  to  know  their 
families,  culture  and  their  tribal  communities; 

"Whereas,  H.R.  3275  reflects  a value  that  the  connections  that  children 
have  to  their  parents,  aunts,  uncles,  grandparents  and  community  are 
unimportant  in  deciding  where  an  Indian  child  will  live  the  rest  of  their 
lives, 

"Whereas,  this  legislation  does  not  reflect  the  values  or  input  of  Indian 
people,  the  participants  of  this  conference  oppose  this  legislation  for  the 
following  reasons: 

1)  The  legislation  was  developed  without  even  a single  source  of  input 
from  Indian  representatives  anywhere  in  the  United  States  even  though 
Indian  families  and  children  are  the  most  affected  by  this  legislation 

2)  Congresswoman  Pryce  has  aggressively  sought  to  avoid  using  the  Committee 
process  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  a process  which  was  created  to 
help  inform  Congressional  debate  on  public  policy  issues  and  develop  the 
most  reasonable,  effective  solutions  to  issues  being  raised 

3)  The  primary  source  of  advocacy  on  this  legislation  outside  of  the 
Congress  comes  from  the  National  Council  on  Adoption  which  represents  the 
moneyed  interests  of  private  adoption  agencies  and  holds  a position  on  this 
issue  that  is  far  removed  from  most  of  the  mainstream  organizations  that 
work  on  adoption  issues. 

4)  H.R.  3275  allows  state  courts  to  develop  subjective  cultural  tests 
regarding  who  is  an  Indian  child  or  parent  using  vague  criteria  developed 
by  courts,  many  of  which  have  little  or  no  knowledge  of  Indian  people, 
families  or  communities. 

5)  This  type  of  test  has  many  legal  problems  and  even  some  constitutional 
problems  that  will  result  in  an  explosion  of  litigation  that  will  cause 
Indian  children  who  are  awaiting  adoption  to  wait  even  longer  for  permanent 
homes . 

6)  Removing  from  Indian  children,  families  and  tribes  a basic  right  that 
all  United  States  citizens  have  to  appeal  unjust  court  decisions  affecting 
their  families. 

7)  Allowing  state  officials  to  walk  onto  Indian  reservations  without 
permission  where  tribal  governments  and  courts  and  have  historically  had 
jurisdiction  and  remove  Indian  children  at  will  according  to  state,  not 
tribal,  standards. 


Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  that  the  participants  of  this  14th  Annual 


conference  "Protecting  Our  Children"  are  firmly  united  against  this  effort 
and  legislation  sponsored  by  Congresswoman  Pryce-  H.R.  3275-and  demand  that 
Congress  utilize  the  committee  process  and  hold  hearings  on  this  or  any 
other  legislation  to  amend  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  before  recommending 
it  for  a full  vote  of  the  House  or  Senate." 

Sincerely, 


In  Lak'ech  Yelir, 

Marie  Fouche  - fouche@rmii.com 

http://rainbow.rmii.com/~fouche.  If  that  doesn't  work,  please  try 
http://www.rmii.com/~fouche  - The  Lost  Bird  Page  discusses  the  contentious 
issue  of  American  Indian  adoptions. 

"RE : Poem:  The  Children  Of  Indians"  - 

Date:  Sat,  6 Apr  1996  11:48:36  +0900 

From:  travisj@ca2.so-net.or.jp  (Travis  Dohnson) 

Sub j : The  Children  Of  Indians 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Date:  Fri,  5 Apr  96  16:17:02  -0500 
From:  Ralph  Ianuzzi  <temp@prep . net> 

And  even  if  you  are  not  interested,  would  you  please  post  this  for  others 
to  see? 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  POETRY 

Hello!  All  my  fellow  Native  American  tribal  members  out  there  and  anyone 
of  other  cultures  with  a desire  to  learn  more  about  modern  Native 
American  "Indians"! 

I am  half  Potawatomi/Chippewa,  half  English  and  was  placed  in  a boarding 
home  at  the  age  of  five  and  adopted  at  the  age  of  ten,  hence  the  Italian 
surname.  I was  completely  separated  from  my  cultural  background  (in  fact, 
was  bullied  in  an  attempt  to  deny  my  heritage),  and  was  raised  as  a white 
in  white  suburban  neighborhoods. 

I have  been  attempting  to  reach  you  as  well  as  those  who  aren't  on-line, 
to  tell  them  that  I have  written  a book  of  Native  American  poetry  that  I'm 
trying  to  sell. 

What  I have  written  about,  I have  drawn  from  my  own  life,  that  which  I've 
heard  and  read  elsewhere,  watched  on  various  television  broadcasts  and 
documentaries  and  heard  from  my  fellow  community  members  (United  American 
Indians  of  Delaware  Valley  - U.A.I.D.V.)  and  at  Pow  Wows.  I'm  sure  there 
are  many  of  you  out  there  with  similar  experiences  who  will  understand. 

The  book  is  called  "What  I Have  To  Say",  One  Native  American's  Viewpoint. 
There  are  nineteen  (19)  poems  which  I made  up  from  my  experiences  as  an 
urban-raised  Indian. 

One  of  the  poems  follows: 


The  Children  Of  Indians  (Copyrighted  1995) 
by  R.C.  Thomas  (Potawatomi/Chippewa) 

I was  also  one  of  those: 

The  children  who'd  been  taken  then. 

The  punishment  the  white  man  chose 

Was  that  their  parents  were  forsaken  them.  . . 

Because  they  were  the  children  of  Indians. 


They'd  divide  us  so  we  wouldn't  fight: 

That's  what  they  supposed  back  then. 

They'd  turn  oun  red  skin  into  white 
And  convert  us  to  their  religion.  . . 

Because  we  were  the  children  of  Indians. 

But  listen  close  and  you  can  hear: 

The  grumbling  - the  eruption's  near. 

We've  been  silent  but  now  it's  time; 

The  earth  is  rumbling  - the  awaited  sign.  . . 

For  uSj  the  children  of  the  Indians. 

The  Panther  streaks  across  the  sky. 

Tecumseh's  footsteps  shake  the  earth. 

We  now  begin  to  raise  the  cry 

To  rise  and  fight  for  all  we're  worth.  . . 

Because  we  are  the  children  of  Indians. 

And  the  Families  once  divided 
Are  gathering  now  to  fight. 

'Cause  we,  the  children,  have  long  decided 
We'd  rather  be  Indian  than  white.  . . 

Because  we  are  the  children  of  Indians. 

So  listen  close  and  you  can  hear 
The  grumble  of  the  earthquakes  here. 

Fie  who's  slept  now  gives  the  sign: 

The  rumble  begins  - it's  now  our  time.  . . 

We're  no  longer  children  - We're  the  Indians!! 

If  interested  in  how  to  obtain  this  book,  please  e-mail  me  at: 
temp@prep.net 

- — "RE:  Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  - 

Date:  96/04/26  23:37 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub  j : Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

Genie  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  May  5-11 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

5 

Find  the  perfect  music  of  the  spirit,  and  know  fulfillment. 

6 

Dance  the  joy  your  heart  feels. 

7 

Feel  the  winds  blowing  through  you,  cleansing  your  spirit  of 
all  sorrow. 


8 

The  joyous  heart  has  as  many  blessings  as  the  stars  in  the  sky, 

9 

Give  me  the  wings  of  a bird,  and  I will  possess  all  the  world! 

10 


na  hoku. 


My  heart  leaps  with  the  dolphins  in  the  incredible  blue  of  the  ocean. 

11 

Sing  to  me  a song  of  beginnings  in  this  land  of  many  rainbows! 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 


(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  2 May  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

From:  "Mark  A.  Maggard"  <The_Story_Weaver@msn . com> 

Sub j : DeVry  Phoenix  Cultural  Day 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09 . uthscsa . edu> 

I would  like  to  invite  everyone  to  the  upcoming  DeVry  Native 
American  Cultural  Day.  This  event  will  take  place  between  10am  and 
2pm  of  May  16th,  1996.  Throughout  that  time  on  Thursday,  food  will 
be  available  (Fry  Bread  and  assorted  pre-made  dishes),  artists  will 
be  demonstrating  their  skills  (Kachina  carving,  sand  painting,  and 
possibly  silver  working)  and  dancers/drums  will  be  performing. 

This  is  the  first  such  event  held  by  DeVry  and  we  look  forward 
to  wonderful  success.  So,  if  you  are  in  the  Phoenix  area  in 
mid-May,  stop  by. 

We  are  conveniently  located  east  of  1-17  and  Dunlap  (near  Metro 
Center).  At  that  intersection  you  head  east  past  two  lights.  Our 
campus  is  south  (on  the  right  heading  east)  just  past  25th.  Parking 
for  visitors  is  available  to  the  south  west  of  the  building.  I hope 
to  see  each  of  you  there. 

Mark  A.  Maggard 


From:  garyf@ocbtp.com  (Gary  Fuller) 

Newsgroups : alt . native, ca .general, ca . news, la . news, soc . culture. native 

The  following  information  contains  listings  of  Pow  Wows  in  the 
greater  southern  California  area.  All  events  listed  are 
subject  to  change  at  any  time.  Where  possible  and  provided  on 
distributed  literature,  I have  placed  the  admission  or  parking 
prices.  All  Pow  Wows  do  not  allow  alcohol,  drugs  or  firearms. 

I will  add  in  a general  Pow  Wow  etiquette  guide  into  the  next 
listing.  This  listing  will  be  an  occasional  listing,  updated 
as  necessary.  The  general  plan  is  to  have  this  listing  posted 
once  per  week. 

This  listing  covers  the  last  week  of  April  1996  through  the  end 
of  Dune  1996.  You  can  also  access  it  on  the  web  at 
http://www.ocbtp.com/powwow/socal.html  It  is  presented  as  a 
public  service  of  OCB  Trading  Post.  A abbreviated  printed 
version  is  available  at  OCB  Trading  Post,  657  E.  Arrow  Hwy, 

Suite  M,  Glendora  Ca  91740.  You  can  either  pick  it  up  or  send 
a self  addressed  stamped  envelope. 

OCB  Trading  Post  takes  no  responsibility  for  errors,  omissions, 
misrepresentation  or  any  other  human  mistakes  that  occur. 

If  you  know  of  a Native  American  event  in  Southern  California 
which  you  feel  should  be  publicized,  please  send  a copy  of  the 
flyer  on  white  paper  to  the  above  address  and  make  it  attention 
Gary  Fuller.  You  can  also  e-mail  the  information  to 
garyf@ocbtp . com . 

Future  plans:  Weekly  mailing  list 

Pow  Wow  Etiquette  Guide 

Western/Mountain  Man  Events  List  (separate) 

Comments,  questions,  flames,  etc  should  be  directed  to 
garyf@ocbtp . com . 

Use  of  the  information  contained  within  this  document  for 
commercial  purposes  is  banned.  This  information,  presented  in 


this  form,  is  copyright  OCB  Trading  Post,  1996.  If  you 
redistribute  this  information,  please  do  so  in  complete  intact 
form.  Permission  is  granted  to  distribute  this  information  for 
free,  without  cost,  in  electronic,  printed  or  any  other  commonly 
available  medium  so  long  as  this  notice  is  included  in  any 
redistribution.  Commercial  entities  which  use  this  information 
in  any  way,  including  using  this  information  to  contact 
organizations,  are  hereby  restricted  from  charging  any  fees 
beyond  reasonable  copying  and  mailing  fees  for  this  information 
or  any  resulting  information.  These  fees  are  not  to  exceed  $.50 
US  Funds. 

May  4th  - May  5th,  1996 

11th  Annual  UCLA  Pow-Wow 
University  of  California,  Los  Angeles 
Intramural  Soccer  Field 
Los  Angeles,  Ca 
Head  Staff: 

Master  Of  Ceremonies:  Sammy  White,  AZ  & Paul  Apodaca,  UCLA 

Arena  Director:  Mike  Burgess,  CA 

Head  Gourd  Dancer:  Les  Hand,  CA 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  Teresa  Dim,  NM 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Tahlee  Redbird,  AZ 

Southern  Drum:  Cozad,  OK 

Northern  Drum:  Black  Lodge,  WA 

No  Alcohol,  Drugs,  Animals,  Weapons  or  Overnight  Camping  Permitted  On 
Premises ! 

More  information: 

Call  A.I.S.A.  (310)  206-7513  or  (310)  206-8043 

Host  Hotel  with  Special  Rate:  Holiday  Inn  Brentwood/Bel  Air  170  Church  Lane 
May  11th  - May  12th,  1996 

Second  Annual  Northern  Southern  Winds  Pow  Wow 
Recognizing  No  Borders! 

East  Los  Angeles  College 
Stadium  Field 

Cesar  Chavez  Ave  & Atlantic  Blvd. 

Monterey  Park,  Ca 
Free  Admission,  Free  Parking 
Noon  to  10pm  both  days 
Grand  Entry  1pm,  6:30pm 
Head  Staff: 

Master  Of  Ceremonies:  Dohn  Dawson 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  Marsheila  Thompson 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Sylvan  Beautiful  Bald  Eagle 

Host  Drum:  Wild  Horse 

Cahuilla  Bird  Singers  & Aztec  Dancers 

CONTEST  DANCING  - PRIZE  MONEY  FOR  ALL  CATEGORIES! 

No  Drugs  or  Alcohol. 

Information : 

E.L.A.C  M.E.C.H.A  office  (213)  265-8753 

Sponsored  by  Iron  Circle  Nation  & E.L.A.C.  M.E.Ch.A. 

May  17th  - May  18th,  1996 

Fourth  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow  Wow 
Mesa  College 
San  Diego,  Ca 
Hours : 

Vendors  open  at  10:00am  for  Campus  Community 

Friday  5:00  pm  - 10:00  pm 

Saturday  10:00  am  - 10:00  pm 

All  Drums  Welcome  * All  Dancers  Welcome 


Information:  (619)  292-9911  (9am  - 7pm) 


May  18th  - May  19th,  1996 

Honoring  The  Creator  Native  American  Pow  Wow 

Memorial  Park 

Grove  and  Foothill  Blvd. 

Upland,  Ca 

Host  Drum  - Raising  Hail  - Marty,  SD 
Head  Man  Dancer  - Pat  Crow 
Head  Woman  Dancer  - Leafie  Hare 
Head  Boy  Dancer  - Perter  Hare 
Head  Girl  Dancer  - Andrea  Diaz 
Arena  Director  - Wayne  Arroyo 
Public  Invited,  Free  Admission 
All  Dancers  & Drums  Welcome! 

Please  bring  your  own  chairs  or  a mat  to  sit  on. 

This  is  a cultural  family  event  sponsored  by: 

Walking  The  Red  Road 
Ontario,  Ca 

Information:  (909)  988-8636 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol! 

May  18th  - May  19th,  1996 

4th  Annual  Sweet  Grass  Gathering  Contest  Pow  Wow 
Pfau  Library  Lawn 
California  State  University 
San  Bernadino,  Ca 

Saturday  Noon  - 11am,  Sunday  Noon  - 7pm 
Intertribal  Bird  Singers  12noon  - 1pm 
Gourd  Dancing  Sat.  6pm  - 7pm  & Sun  Noon  - 1pm 
Grand  Entry  Sat.  1pm  & 7pm,  Sun  1pm 
Head  Staff 

Head  Southern  Drum  - Sooner  Nation  - Steve  Bohay 

Head  Northern  Drum  - White  Cloud  Singers 

Head  Man/Gourd  Dancer  - lan  Michael  Goingsnake,  Cherokee 

Head  Woman  Dancer  - Stefanie  Campos  - Tewa  Pueblo/Azteca 

Master  Of  Ceremonies  - Mike  Burgess  - Comanche 

Arena  Director  - lames  Red  Eagle  - Assiniboine  Sioux 

Free  - Open  To  the  Public  - Free 

Vendors,  please  call  Mike  Schindler  at  (909)  987-3244 
Sponsors : 

The  Native  American  Student  Assoc.  (NASA)  loe  Miera  (909)  877-4622 
Associated  Students  Inc.  Pamela  lames  (909)  880-5188 
All  Tribes  Cultural  Arts  Program 

''Not  Responsible  for  accidents,  injury,  thefts,  or  riots  - absolutely  no 
drugs,  alcohol  or  weapons  permitted.'' 

May  18th  - May  19th,  1996 

Lake  Casitas  Intertribal  Pow  Wow 
Lake  Casitas 
Ojai,  Ca 
Hours : 

Saturday  10:00  am  - 10:00  pm 
Sunday  10:00  am  - 6:00  pm 
Northern  Drum:  Mesquaki  Nations  - Iowa 
Southern  Drum:  White  Tail  - Macy,  Nebraska 
Head  Staff 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Tom  Phillips  - Kiowa 
Headman  Dancer:  Les  Hand  - Pawnee 

Headwoman  Dancer:  Dede  Goodeagle  - Osage  and  Sac-Fox 
Head  Boy  Dancer:  lesse  Palomino  - Cheyenne  / Pueblo 
Head  Girl  Dancer:  Raetava  Yazzie  - Dine 


Head  Gourd  Dancer:  Saginaw  Grant  - Sac-Fox 
Arena  Director:  Fred  Burrow  - Osage 
Head  Dudge:  Steve  Lewis  - Oglala  Lakota  / Pima 
Registrar:  Gary  Bell  - Tuscarora 
1995/96  Princess:  Shamaray  Yazzie  - Dine 

1996/97  Princess:  Esther  Cadman  - San  Carlos  Apache  / Dine 
Spiritual  Director:  Fireshaker  - Ponca 

Admission:  $6.00  for  adults,  $4.00  for  children.  Weekend  passes  available. 
Senior  Discounts 

Sponsored  by  Visions  in  Time  Foundation  Inc 
A California  Non  Profit  Corporation 
2509  Thousand  Oaks  Bl.  #351 
Thousand  Oaks,  Ca  91362 
Information:  (805)  496-6036 

All  drums  welcome.  All  Dancer  Welcome,  Contest  Dancing 
Absolutely  no  Drugs  or  Alcohol. 

May  31st  - Dune  2nd,  1996 

Four  Moons  Pow  Wow 
California  Steel  Industries 
9400  Cherry  Ave 
Fontana,  Ca 
Hours : 

Friday:  6:00  pm  - 10:00  pm 
Saturday:  10:00  am  - 10:00  pm 
Sunday:  10:00  am  - 8:00  pm 

Public  Welcome,  Bring  your  own  chairs  & Shade. 

Head  Staff: 

Northern  Man  Dancer  - Eric  Diminez,  Apache 

Northern  Lady  Dancer  - Robin  Cornett,  Blackfoot 

Southern  Man  Dancer  - Walter  Ahhaitty,  Kiowa 

Southern  Lady  Dancer  - Cher  Sisto-Moreno,  Nava jo/Apache 

California  Man  Dancer  - Bob  Rivera,  Chumash 

California  Lady  Dancer  - Natalie  Rivera,  Chumash 

Youth  Boy  Dancer  - Brenden  Zamudio,  Tewa 

Youth  Girl  Dancer  - Dennifer  Kordak,  Shoshone 

Master  of  Ceremonies  - Orville  Little  Owl,  Mandan/Hunkpapa 

Arena  Director  - Robert  Dacobo,  Sr.,  Yaqui/Mecica 

Whipman  - Roger  Slaughter,  Mohawk 

Native  American  Youth  Conference  - Friday,  May  31st,  1996  9am  to  4pm 
Keynote  Speaker  and  Workshops 

Funded  in  part  by  - California  State  Department  of  Education  High  School 
Teaching  and  Learning  Division  - Gender  Equity,  Carl  D.  Perkins  Vocational 
and  Applied  Technology  Act  Fund. 

Miss  Four  Moons  Contest  - Applications  Due  May  11th,  1996 
Honor  Drum  - Bear  Springs  Singers 
Drum  Contest  ! ! ! ! Dance  Contest  ! ! ! ! 

No  Alcohol  or  Drugs  allowed  on  grounds,  will  be  strictly  enforced. 
Information:  F.N.A.I.C.  (909)  823-6150  or  (909)  350-6709 

May  31st  - Dune  2nd,  1996 

Santa  Monica  Indian  Show  and  Ceremonial 

Santa  Monica  Civic  Center 

1855  Main  Street 

Santa  Monica,  Ca 

Hours : 

Friday:  Noon  - 8:00  pm  (show) 

Saturday:  10:00  am  - 8:00  pm  (show)  - Noon  - 8:00  pm  (pow-wow) 

Sunday:  10:00  am  - 5:00  pm  (show)  - Noon  - 6:00  pm  (pow-wow) 

Free  Door  Prizes  & Demonstrations 
Dance  Contest 

' 'Many  displayers  featuring  millions  of  dollars  of  turquoise  & silver 
Indian  Dewelry,  Indian  Rugs,  baskets,  pottery,  paintings,  Pre-Columbian 


Artifacts,  fine  art,  etc.'1 

Featuring  a genuine  Plains  Indian  Pow-Wow! 


This  information  provided  as  a free  service  of: 

OCB  Trading  Post 
657  E.  Arrow  Hwy  #M 
Glendora,  Ca  91740 
(818)  914-0306 
Hours : 

Tuesday  - Saturday  10:00am  to  7:30pm 
Sunday  10:00am  to  5:00pm 

Closed  Mondays  & Major  Holidays  - Open  Mondays  in  December 
E-mail  address:  garyf@ocbtp.com  - Gary  Fuller 


From:  native-l@gnosys . svle. ma . us 

Subject:  The  Great  Sioux  Nations'  Interworld  Concert 

Original  Sender:  aconcert4u@aol.com 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

A Benefit  For  An  Education  and  Economic  Development  Project 
For  All  Future  Generations  Four  Day  Interworld  Event: 

Proposed  date:  August  30  through  September  2,  1996 
at  Yankton  Sioux  Reservation,  All  Nations  Welcome 

1st  Annual  Interworld  Concert  & Celebrity  Pow  Wow 
DAKOTAH  CENTRAL 
George  Cournoyer 
Intertribal  Chairman's  Contact 
International  Affairs  Of  State 
Phone  605  384-3641 
Fax  605  384-5687 

Ray  Uses  Knife 

Concert  & Cultural  Affairs 

Central  Cultural  Committees  Contact 

Phone  605  964-6685 

Fax  605  964-4151 

Loren  Zephier 

Native  American  Musical  Advisor 
Video/Effects  Committee 
605  384-5152 

Steve  Emery,  Esq. 

PIERRE  AREA 

Legal  Committee  Advisor 

East  Coast  Representative 
Doe  Camp 

Talent/Production  Coordinate 
Pre-Organizer 
Fax:  201  343-8977 
aconcert4u@aol . com 

Noel  Berdman 

East  West  Communications  Link 
birdscan@aol . com 

SUMMER  1996:  Ancient  Words  Tours 

For  the  first  time  in  over  100  years,  many  tribes  of  the  Great 
Sioux  Nation  will  unite!  All  peoples  have  a prayer  of  peace  and 
unity.  The  children  of  all  Nations,  in  all  places  of  the  world,  are 
the  hope  of  tomorrow.  Let  the  ancient  words  of  all  cultures  speak 
wisdom  to  the  children.  We  are  our  childrens'  children-we  are  their 
hope.  This  land  they  call  by  many  different  names  has  her  stories 


and  teachings  to  contribute  - let  us  listen  and  help  her  heal.  Let 
us  help  and  we  will  be  helped  - for  the  sake  of  tomorrow  your  children. 

Welcome  to  an  exciting  project.  Your  help  is  needed  so  that  others 
may  live.  Future  generations'  lives  are  at  stake.  Children  who  may 
have  the  answers  to  many  of  tomorrow's  problems  need  a vehicle  that 
will  enable  them  to  learn  from  their  elders  the  virtues  and  ancient 
knowledge  that  now  hangs  by  a thread.  This  is  a project  that  will 
help  weave  those  threads  into  a strong  chord.  The  progress  that  is 
made  here  will  grow  and  will  cover  the  earth  in  good  will,  save 
wildlife,  and  much  of  the  natural  beauty  of  threatened  lands. 

This  project  is  centered  around  providing  a means  for  all  Native  American 
nations  to  help  restore  lost  parts  of  their  cultures.  These  cultures  have 
virtues  and  knowledge  paramount  to  interracial  harmony  and  ecological 
survival,  as  well  as  their  own  medicines  and  religious  systems  - all  were 
nearly  destroyed  by  the  heartless  advance  of  so-called  civilization  into 
their  paradise.  Now  the  very  civilization  which  nearly  relegated  the 
Indigenous  Americans  threatens  to  destroy  itself. 

The  proceeds  from  this  annual  event  will  go  toward  creating  and 
expanding  an  educational  and  environmental  project  that  will  be  the 
best  and  perhaps  only  means  to  help  put  back  some  of  what  has  been 
almost  totally  destroyed.  Modern  technology  will  be  used  to  help 
recover  ancient  wisdom.  This  project's  aim  is  to  build  a Native 
American  broadcasting  system.  Using  four  public  channels,  this 
system  could  provide  hope;  in  traditional  education,  modern  education, 
communication,  and  ecologically-safe  commerce.  This  is  a system 
which  could  be  expanded  by  other  Native  American  Nations. 

It  will  start  from  the  heart  of  the  earth-the  Black  Hills  and  the  people 
who  call  this  their  birthplace  - the  Lakota,  Dakotah,  and  Nakota  (a.k.a. 
Sioux  Indians).  We  have  chosen  a project  which  can  help  all  good  projects. 
This  project  will  be  headed  by  the  caretakers  of  the  land,  those  who  have 
fought  to  protect  the  land  for  a way  of  life  which  could  do  the  earth  no 
harm.  It  is  time  for  all  nations  and  all  races  to  come  together  in 
peace  and  heal  what  was  known  for  centuries  as  the  heart  of  the 
earth.  The  Black  Hills  is  sacred  place  to  the  people  known  as  the 
Star  Nation  (the  Lakota).  It  took  a thousand  years  of  European 
science  to  evolve  this  knowledge:  The  Black  Hills  from  a satellite 
appears  as  a heart.  2.  That  all  beings  are  created  from  what  is 
essentially  star-dust  - carbon.  Only  now  the  wisdom  of  the  ancient 
peoples  of  the  world  are  proving  that  modern  science  does  not  have 
all  the  answers. 

Dear  Friends 

On  behalf  of  the  tribal  Executive  Committees  of  this  project  I 
wish  to  thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  ask  you  for  your  time  to 
examine  these  materials.  This  is  crucial  to  the  lives  of  future  generations. 

This  project  is  acceptable  as  an  annual  live  or  prerecorded  event,  or  a 
fund-raising  telethon.  Location  is  not  crucial  - what  is  crucial  is  your 
support  as  we  need  to  get  this  first  year  event  together  soon. 

We  need  high-visibility  entertainers  to  get  involved  in  this  project  by 
supporting  us  in  any  or  all  of  the  following  ways: 

A written  or  public  endorsement  of  the  project. 

A letter  of  intent  to  donate  performance  or  speaking  time. 

Recommend  this  project  to  a colleague. 

Recommend  this  project  to  a producer,  promoter  & network. 

Recommend  this  project  to  a corporate  or  private  sponsor(s). 

Please  email  the  Preliminary  Production  & Communication  Office, 

Doe  Camp  § Aconcert4U@aol.com 

You  may  at  any  time  investigate  the  validity  of  this  concert  by 
contacting  Ray  Uses  Knife,  at  the  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe  Phone 
605  964-6685  Fax  605  964-4151.  Or,  George  Cournoyer,  Secretary  to 
Darryl  Drapeau,  Chairman  of  the  Dakota  Territory  Chairman's  Treaty 
Council,  a council  of  tribal  chairman  made  up  of  the  many  Sioux 
Tribes  at  Phone  605  384-3641 
Fax  605  384-5687 

email  us  with  your  feedback  at  Aconcert4u@aol.com 
we  hope  you  will  support  us 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
Cheyenne  River  Sioux 
Crow  Creek  Sioux 
Devils  Lake  Sioux 
Flandreau  Santee  Sioux 
Lower  Brule  Sioux 
Oglala  Sioux 
Omaha 
Ponca 

Rosebud  Sioux 
Sac  & Fox 
Santee  Sioux 

Sisseton  / Whapeton  Sioux 
Standing  Rock  Sioux 
Three  Affiliated  Tribes 
Turtle  Mountain  Chippewa 
Winnebago 
Yankton  Sioux 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Danet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Michele  Lord,  Rani  Huber,  Ann  Stewart, 
Brooke  Craig,  Mervin  Wright,  Dr.,  Ralph  Ianuzzi  via  Travis  Dohnson, 
Marie  Fouche,  Pam  Venn,  Noqua,  Sky  Crosby,  Freedom  Heart  Rising 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  2 May  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 


From:  souljny@aol.com 
Sub j : ND  pow  wow 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Native  People's  Spring  Celebration  of  the  Eagle 
May  31  - Dune  2,  1996 

Friday  9-5pm  Sat/Sun  10-8pm 
dance  sessions  12,  3,  6pm 

South  Mountain  Reservation  - Tulip  Springs  area,  Maplewood,  ND 
MC:  Louis  Mofsie 

Drums:  Otter  Trail  and  Silver  Cloud 

Arena  Director:  Raven  from  WBAI  Circle  of  Red  National  Radio  Hour 
Head  Dancer:  Barton  Standing  Elk  Cartwright 
Aztec  Dancer:  Davier  Alarcon 
Hoop  Dancer:  Randy  Shenandoah 
Storytelling:  David  Blue  Wolf  Chavez 
adults  $6  children  12  and  under  $3 
if  raining,  event  will  be  under  tent 
bring  own  seating 
LEASHED  pets  are  welcome 
Email  me  for  directions! 

Sandi 


— "RE:  Enola  Hill  Ban  Expires"  — - 

Date:  Thu,  25  Apr  1996  13:22:41  -0700 
From:  pamb@efn.org  (Pam  Venn) 

Sub j : Enola  Hill  Ban  Expires  Today-ACTION  ALERT! 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

URGENT  ACTION  ALERT! ! 

The  10-day  injunction  to  halt  clear-cutting  at  Enola  Hill,  on  the  western 
side  of  Mount  Hood  in  Oregon,  expires  today!  It  seems  certain  that  the 
logging  company  will  go  in  tomorrow  to  begin  cutting  as  many  trees  as 
possible,  as  quickly  as  possible,  despite  pleas  from  tribes  throughout 
Oregon  and  Washington  that  this  is  sacred  land. 

Tribal  members  from  Warm  Springs,  Umatilla,  Yakima  and  others,  attended 
the  protest  rally  at  Enola  Hill  last  weekend,  pleading  for  a ban  on 
logging  this  old-growth  forest. 

Yesterday  a federal  appeals  court  in  San  Francisco  upheld  Federal  Dudge 
Michael  Hogan's  order  to  begin  logging  now. 

Film  crews  from  CBS's  60  Minutes  have  been  filming  at  sites  around  Oregon 
this  week  and  this  story  may  air  as  early  as  this  Sunday.  Please  watch 
this  program  and  then  become  involved  in  helping  to  protect  these  last 
few  old-growth  forests  and  sacred  sites.  Watch  this  program  to  get  a 
better  understanding  of  what  is  involved  with  this  issue. 

Our  rights  have  been  taken  away  to  protest  at  the  sites,  or  to  file  law 
suits  in  this  matter.  Please  write,  phone,  fax,  e-mail,  the  President  and 
your  congressmen  TODAY!  It  takes  a thousand  years  to  grow  a forest  and 
only  a few  days  to  bring  it  down. 


Pam 


"RE : New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Apr  1996  15:24:31  -0800 
From:  ftneb@aurora.alaska.edu  (BUNCE  NORA  E) 

Sub j : New  age  or  old  prophecy 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Please,  if  I may  I would  like  to  add  my  voice  to  that  of  Dohn  Eagle 
Smith 's-I  have  been  following  this  line  from  it's  beginning,  listening  to 
every  ones  comments.  I keep  asking  myself-  who  do  these  truths  found  in 
the  ceremonies  belong  to?  Do  they  belong  to  the  people  that  they  have  been 
given  to  or  do  they  belong  to  Creator? 

In  my  understanding  of  the  Sacred  Circle  I know  that  Creator  has  placed 
all  races  and  all  people  in  the  Sacred  Hoop.  Everything  Creator  has  made 
belongs  in  the  Sacred  Hoop.  If  I believe  that  what  Creator  has  to  teach  us 
through  the  ceremonies  given  to  us  by  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  and  Black  Elk  is 
truth,  then  what  right  have  I to  deny  these  teachings  to  another  in  the 
Sacred  Hoop.  These  truths  do  not  belong  to  me,  nor  to  anyone  else-  they 
belong  to  Creator  and  who  am  I to  dictate  to  Creator  who  and  who  shall  be 
taught.  As  a human  being  the  only  responsibility  I have  is  to  live  my  life 
as  close  to  Creators  purpose  for  me,  as  best  that  I can-  and  if  anyone 
asks  of  me  what  I know,  I am  to  give  them  an  honest  answer. 

At  the  same  time  I am  responsible  for  who  I choose  to  listen  to.  It  is 
very  necessary  to  have  a discerning  spirit-  through  quiet  time  in  prayer, 
knowing  myself,  being  with  Earth  and  Creator,  understanding  and 
discernment  comes.  I would  not  go  to  any  other  than  my  grandmother  and 
other  respected  traditional  Native  people  for  teachings  about  Native 
ceremonies,  nor  would  I deny  any  other  the  right  to  do  the  same.  I would 
never  be  so  presumptuous  as  to  assume  that  because  I know  how  and  have 
participated  in  ceremonies  that  I am  qualified  to  teach  and  lead  others. 
Being  practiced  in  and  knowledgeable  of  does  not  equate  a calling  to  teach. 

The  teachings  Creator  has  given  to  us  through  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  and 


Black  Elk  is  life  and  it  is  so  very  painful  to  see  these  teachings 
misrepresented,  bastardized,  used  to  control  others,  and  used  to  make 
money.  Let  us  not  forget  that  there  have  been  Native  healers  and  shamans 
who  have  misused  the  gifts  given  to  them  to  exert  and  insure  their 
control  over  others.  For  this  to  happen  is  part  of  the  human  condition. 
There  has  never  been  a belief  system  on  the  face  of  the  earth  that  has  at 
one  time  or  another  not  been  misused,  bastardized,  and  misrepresented . 

It  is  time  for  this  truth  to  go  out  to  all  who  will  hear  it.  I am 
thankful  to  Creator  and  my  ancestors  for  the  opportunity  to  be  living  at 
this  time  and  my  prayer  is  that  my  heart  remain  open  and  teachable  so  I 
may  be  worthy  of  living  in  this  time. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  thank  you  Dohn  Eagle  Smith  for  opening  the 
door  to  this  line  of  reasoning. 

Noqua 


"RE : Big  Mountain  Action  Alert"  

Date:  Wed,  24  Apr  1996  01:50:16  -0700 

From:  sky@indirect.com  (Sky  Crosby)  (by  way  of  sky@indirect.com  (Sky  Crosby)) 
Sub  j : BIG  MTN . URGENT  ACTION  ALERT 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

URGENT  MESSAGE  TO  SUPPORT  NETWORK 

TWO  WEEK  EXTENSION  GRANTED,.  THREE  DAYS  LEFT  TO  ACT: 

URGENT!!  BIG  MOUNTAIN  SUPPORT  PEOPLE: 

We  must  inundate  the  Senate  Select  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  with  letters  to  support  the  human  and  constitutional 
rights  of  the  Dineh  residents  living  on  HPL.  The  Senate 
committee  must  not  approve  passage  of  the  proposed 
accommodation  agreement.  Hopi  rangers  have  been 
stepping  up  a campaign  against  HPL  residents  by  illegally 
bulldozing  a ceremonial  hogan  and  confiscating  livestock. 

Resistors  are  being  threatened  by  their  former  attorney  Lee 
Phillips,  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  Nations  and  the  US 
Government,  that  if  they  do  not  accept  this  agreement  they 
will  face  forced  eviction  by  December  31,  1996.  There  are 
only  three  days  left  to  get  your  comment  on  the  congressional 
record.  WE  ASK  YOU  TO  GET  AS  MUCH  SUPPORT  AS 

YOU  CAN  IN  BY  THE  26TH.  After  that  date,  continue  to  inundate  the 
senate  committee  with  e-mail  and  faxes. 

PLEASE  SEND  FAXES  NOW,  THEY  WILL  BE  READ  QUICKLY. 

Email  messages  arrive  by  the  thousands  and  it  sometimes  takes  weeks  to  read 
all  of  them. 

The  Dineh  residents  on  HPL  are  being  denied  the  right  to  testify 
before  congress  because  of  inadequate  notice.  The  residents 
were  promised  a congressional  oversight  hearing  in  May  or  Dune 
1996  and  were  only  given  nine  days  notice  for  a hearing 
rescheduled  to  Washington,  DC  on  March  28,  1996,  a location 
several  thousand  miles  away,  with  no  possibility  of  getting  there. 

To  our  knowledge  only  three  residents  went:  one  opponent. 

Key  Watchman  was  not  allowed  to  speak,  only  one 
opponent.  May  Tso  spoke.  One  proponent,  Roger  Attakai, 
spoke . 

Can  Congress  really  condone  forced  eviction?  HPL  resistors 
need  your  help  NOW.  ITS'  UP  TO  YOU  to  express  support 
for  these  people. 

Please  help  HPL  residents.  We  were  just  granted  a two-week  extension  of  the 
public  comment  period  to  oppose  the  Accommodation  Agreement  being  forced  upon 
us  by  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council.  This  Agreement  violates  our  human  and 
Constitutional  rights.  Please  write  to  Senator  Dohn  McCain  and  members  of 
the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  Please  have  all  letters  sent  to 
arrive  in  Washington,  DC  before  April  26,  1996.  We  have  attached  2 sample 


letters  for  your  use.  Please  use  or  adapt.  Thank  you. 

Please  send  a copy  to  us  c/o  sky@indirect.com  or  by  mail 

HPL  Residents 

Box  1072 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86510 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Honorable  Senator  Dohn  McCain,  Chairman  and  Members 

Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 

838  Senate  Hart  Office  Building 

Washington,  DC  20510 

fax  # 202/228-2862 

April 

Dear  Senator  Dohn  McCain  and  Members  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
IMPROPER  NOTICE  AND  OPPORTUNITY  GIVEN  TO  HPL  RESIDENTS 

HPL  residents  of  the  former  Doint  Use  Area  (DUA),  recently  called  Hopi 
Partition  Land  (HPL)  need  your  understanding  and  your  help.  They  have  been 
denied  adequate  Notice  and  Opportunity.  They  were  given  only  9 days  notice 
of  Oversight  hearings  re-scheduled  to  Washington,  DC,  a location  thousands 
of  miles  away  from  where  they  live,  on  March  28,  1996.  No  previous 
attempts  were  made  to  notify  them  in  person,  by  notice  at  the  Trading  Post, 
and  by  mail,  even  though  they  still  believed  that  an  Oversight  hearing  would 
be  conducted  in  Phoenix,  AZ,  May  or  Dune,  1996. 

EXTENSION  OF  PUBLIC  COMMENT  PERIOD  "ON  THE  RECORD"  GRANTED  UNTIL  APRIL  26,  1996 

We  understand  that  Steve  Heeley,  your  Staff  Director  and  Counsel  was  at  Mae 
Tso's  hogan  on  Hopi  Partition  Land  (HPL),  April  10,  1996.  At  that  time  he 
stated:  "HPL  residents  are  granted  on  the  record,  a two-week  extension  of 
the  public  comment  period."  The  public  comment  period  previously  scheduled 
to  end  April  11,  1996  is  now  extended  to  April  26,  1996.  We  request  that 
the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  honor  this  promise. 

Steve  Heeley  said  that  the  Navajo  Nation  was  given  four  weeks  notice  about 
the  April  10,  1996  visit,  yet  they  provided  no  itinerary  as  requested,  did 
not  attend  the  meeting  held  at  the  Hopi  Day  School  and  failed  to  notify  HPL 
residents . 

We  further  request  that  Congress  delay  their  vote  on  the  Senate  floor,  and 
allow  the  public  comment  period  to  be  extended  until  an  Oversight  hearing  is 
conducted  on  HPL,  Dune,  1996.  If  this  does  not  occur,  we  request  that  the 
Senate  Committee  recommend  that  this  case  be  heard  before  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court.  Congress  must  hear  the  voice  of  the  people. 

WHY  CONGRESS  MUST  READ  THE  AGREEMENT  IN  ITS  ENTIRETY 

Congress  believes  that  the  only  issue  left  for  negotiation  is  the  length  of 
tenure  for  the  Agreement  because  the  Dustice  Department  has  determined  that 
Congress  only  need  approve  the  right  of  the  Hopi  Tribe  to  grant  a lease  of 
75-years  duration.  They  further  state:  "that  the  U.S.  will  not  consider  the 
Agreement  "ratified"  by  residents  unless  there  is  a 75%  signature 
threshold."  Thus  Congress  does  not  have  to  ratify  the  entire  Agreement, 
just  the  lease  length  section.  The  majority  of  HPL  residents  do  not  accept 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  Agreement.  The  only  reason  some  have  signed 
is  under  "duress",  being  told  by  the  Navajo  Nation  and  their  paid  legal 
representation:  "that  if  we  do  not  sign  we  will  be  subject  to  forced 
relocation.  Can  Congress  condone  forced  relocation? 

It  is  apparent  that  numerous  termination  clauses  cited  in  the  Agreement 
provide  a legal  means  for  our  eviction  by  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council.  For 
example:  If  the  Navajo  Nation  fails  to  pay  rent  for  Dineh  living  on  HPL,  the 
"Agreement"  is  terminated  without  recourse  effective  immediately,  contingent 
upon  a 30-day  period  elapsing  after  written  demand  for  payment  to  the  Navajo 
Nation.  No  back-up  is  given  in  case  the  Navajo  Nation  fails  to  pay  rent. 


We  pray  that  you  stop  this  policy  of  Genocide  and  Ethnic  cleansing  upon 
residents  of  HPL.  Please  recommend  that  violations  of  HPL  residents 
Constitutional  rights  be  heard  before  the  Supreme  Court.  Is  it  not  time 
finally  for  justice  to  be  served? 

We  pray  for  justice, 

cc:  Steve  Heeley,  Staff  Director,  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

838  Senate  Hart  Office  Building,  Washington,  DC  fax  # 202/228-2862 

Attorney  General  Janet  Reno,  U.S.  Department  of  Justice,  Box  23795 
(L' Enfant  Plaza  Station),  Washington,  DC  20026  fax  # 202/514-4371 

Attention:  Elsa  Stamatopdou,  Centre  for  Human  Rights,  United  Nations, 

Room  S-2914,  New  York,  NY  10017  fax  # 212/963-4097 

President  Albert  Hale,  The  Navajo  Nation,  P.0.  Box  9000,  Window 
Rock,  AZ  86515  fax  # 520/871-4025 

Attorney  General  Herb  Yazzie,  The  Navajo  Nation,  P.0.  Box  9000, 

Window  Rock,  AZ  86515  fax  # 520/871-6177 

President  William  B.  Clinton,  the  White  House,  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20026  fax  # 202/456-2461  e-mail  president@whitehouse.com' 

David  E.  Lombardi,  Jr.,  Chief  Court  Mediator,  Settlement  Program,  U.S. 

Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Ninth  Circuit  Court,  121  Spear  St.,  P.O.  Box 
193939,  San  Francisco,  CA  94119-3939 

Katherine  Hazard,  Appellate  Section,  Environment  & Natural  Resources 
Division,  U.S.  Department  of  Justice,  P.O.  Box  23795,  L'Enfant  Plaza 
Station,  Washington,  DC  20026 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Honorable  Senator  John  McCain,  Chairman  and  Members 

Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 

838  Senate  Hart  Office  Building 

Washington,  DC  20510 

fax  # 202/228-2862 

April 

Dear  Senator  John  McCain  and  Members  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

HPL  RESIDENTS  CONSTITUTIONAL  RIGHTS  HAVE  BEEN  VIOLATED 

WHY  THEIR  CASE  NEEDS  TO  BE  HEARD  BEFORE  THE  U.S.  SUPREME  COURT 

Hopi  Partition  Land  (HPL)  residents  need  your  understanding  and  your  help. 

We  urge  you  Senator  John  McCain,  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Senate 
Committee  to  consider  their  unalienable  Constitutional  rights.  We  request 
that  the  Senate  Committee  recommend  that  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  hear  their 
concerns  for  the  following  reasons: 

The  U.S.  Constitution  supersedes  all  U.S.  Codes,  federal  laws  and 
regulations.  The  U.S.  Constitution  guarantees  certain  unalienable  rights  to 
every  U.S.  citizen  regardless  of  race,  color  or  creed.  HPL  residents  demand 
their  unalienable  Constitutional  rights  denied  to  them  under  the  terms  of 
the  proposed  Accommodation  Agreement.  HPL  residents  demand  equal 
enforcement,  applicability  and  protection  of  U.S.  laws  and  the 
U.S. Constitution  with  non-native  peoples  and  their  land. 

The  U.S.  Constitution,  Amendment  XIV  states:  "No  State  (Tribe)  shall  make 
or  enforce  any  law  which  shall  abridge  the  privileges  or  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  U.S.;  nor  shall  any  State  (Tribe)  deprive  any  person  of 
life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of  law;  nor  deny  to  any 
person  within  its  jurisdiction  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws." 


Due  process  means  that  the  proposed  Agreement  cannot  be  introduced  for  a 
vote  on  the  Senate  floor  until  a final  decision  is  made  by  the  Supreme 
Court.  Due  process  means  that  HPL  residents  should  be  able  to  be  tried  by 
their  peers.  However,  under  the  terms  of  the  Agreement,  Dineh  living  on  HPL 
would  be  tried  by  Hopi  citizens  in  the  Hopi  tribal  court.  This  is  hardly  an 
impartial  jury  of  their  peers  that  cannot  be  expected  to  fairly  deliberate  a 
case  regarding  HPL  residents.  HPL  residents  are  also  denied  the  ability  to 
retain  Navajo  Nation  legal  representation  when  tried  in  the  Hopi  tribal, 
foreign  court. 

The  U.S.  Constitution,  Amendment  XV  states:  "The  right  of  citizens  of  the  U.S. 
to  vote  shall  not  be  denied  or  abridged  by  the  U.S.  or  by  any  State  (Tribe) 
on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude." 

Under  the  terms  of  the  Accommodation  Agreement,  HPL  residents  are  denied  the 
right  to  vote  in  the  elections  of  the  Hopi  government  even  though  they  will 
be  subject  to  full  Hopi  jurisdiction  and  are  bound  by  all  Hopi  laws.  HPL 
residents  are  denied  the  right  to  elect  delegates  from  each  of  the  affected 
HPL  communities  and  obtain  seats  with  voting  power  in  the  Hopi  Tribal 
Council,  even  though  they  are  subject  to  all  present  and  future  laws  that 
they  may  create. 

The  U.S.  Constitution,  Amendment  IV  states:  "The  right  of  the  people  to  be 
secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects,  against  unreasonable 
searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be  violated,  and  no  Warrants  shall  issue, 
but  upon  probable  cause." 

HPL  residents  are  denied  the  right  to  be  secure  in  their  homes.  They  are 
subject  to  on-going  harassment,  threats  and  nocturnal  visits  by 
para-military  equipped  Hopi  Rangers.  HPL  residents  are  denied  the  right  to 
protect  their  property  from  unreasonable  search  and  seizure  and  are 
subjected  to  livestock  impoundment's,  often  done  without  providing  proper 
notice  as  required  by  law.  We  request  application  of  the  hardship  clause 
under  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  grazing  regulations.  Robert  Carolin, 
Superintendent,  Hopi  BIA  Agency,  Kearns  Canyon,  AZ,  must  cease  impounding 
resident's  livestock.  We  request  that  you  grant  a hardship  grazing  permit 
for  Rena  Babbitt  Lane,  an  HPL  resident 

whose  livestock  was  confiscated,  and  for  all  HPL  residents.  They  must  be 
able  to  protect  their  livestock,  their  primary  means  of  survival. 

The  U.S.  Constitution,  Amendment  I states:  "Congress  shall  make  no  law 
respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise 
thereof. " 

HPL  residents  are  being  denied  the  right  to  Free  Exercise  of  Religion.  In 
1988  the  main  preliminary  injunction  was  held  of  the  Manybeads  lawsuit, 
challenging  forced  relocation  as  a violation  of  the  First  Amendment  right. 
Witnesses  testified  about  the  impacts  that  forced  relocation,  the 
construction  freeze,  livestock  impoundment,  has  on  the  practice  of 
traditional  Navajo  religion.  And  although  the  Manybeads  law  suit  prompted 
the  mediation  process.  Religious  concerns  have  still  not  been  adequately 
addressed.  Estimates  of  50%  of  those  that  relocated  have  died  from 
alcoholism,  suicide  and  emotional  abuse.  Many  HPL  residents  only  see  their 
relatives  that  have  relocated  when  they  attend  their  funeral.  We  pray  that 
you  stop  this  policy  of  Genocide  and  Ethnic  cleansing  upon  residents  of  HPL. 

Please  recommend  that  violations  of  HPL  residents  Constitutional  rights  be  heard 
before  the  Supreme  Court.  Is  it  not  time  finally  for  justice  to  be  served? 

We  pray  for  justice, 

cc:  Steve  Heeley,  Staff  Director,  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

838  Senate  Hart  Office  Building,  Washington,  DC  fax  # 202/228-2862 


Attorney  General  lanet  Reno,  U.S.  Department  of  Justice,  Box  23795 
(L' Enfant  Plaza  Station),  Washington,  DC  20026  fax  # 202/514-4371 


Attention:  Elsa  Stamatopdou,  Centre  for  Human  Rights , United  Nations, 

Room  S-2914,  New  York,  NY  10017  fax  # 212/963-4097 

President  Albert  Hale,  The  Navajo  Nation,  P.0.  Box  9000,  Window 
Rock,  AZ  86515  fax  # 520/871-4025 

Attorney  General  Herb  Yazzie,  The  Navajo  Nation,  P.0.  Box  9000, 

Window  Rock,  AZ  86515  fax  # 520/871-6177 

President  William  B.  Clinton,  the  White  House,  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20026  fax  # 202/456-2461  e-mail  president@whitehouse.com' 

David  E.  Lombardi,  Jr.,  Chief  Court  Mediator,  Settlement  Program,  U.S. 

Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Ninth  Circuit  Court,  121  Spear  St.,  P.O.  Box 
193939,  San  Francisco,  CA  94119-3939 

Katherine  Hazard,  Appellate  Section,  Environment  & Natural  Resources 
Division,  U.S.  Department  of  Justice,  P.O.  Box  23795,  L'Enfant  Plaza 
Station,  Washington,  DC  20026 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  TRIBALLAW,  MINN-IND,  AISESnet, 


NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L  listservers;  UUCP  & Genie  email 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"I  am  Shawnee.  My  forefathers  were  warriors.  Their  son  is  a warrior. 
From  them  I take  my  only  existencej  from  my  tribe  I take  nothing.  I 
am  the  maker  of  my  own  fortunej  and  Oh!  that  I could  make  that  of  my 
Red  Peoplej  and  of  my  countryj  as  great  as  the  conceptions  of  my  mindj 
when  I think  of  the  Spirit  that  rules  the  universe...." 

"The  Being  withinj  communing  with  pas  ageSj  tells  me  that  oncej  nor  until 
lately,  there  was  no  whiteman  on  this  continent,  that  it  all  belonged 
to  the  Great  Spirit  that  made  them  to  keep  it,  to  traverse  it,  to  enjoy 
its  productions,  and  to  fill  it  with  the  same  race,  once  a happy  race; 
since  made  miserable  by  the  white  people,  who  are  never  contented  but 
always  encroaching." 

Chief  Tecumseh,  Shawnee 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

l I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe,  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  j 

[ of  the  Republic  j 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  ! 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
[ States  Constitution,  | 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  | 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


I am  reminded  by  a brother  to  keep  the  date.  Dune  21,  1996  before  the 
People.  This  day  of  Prayer,  this  day  of  prophecy  is  being  honored  by  as 
many  People  as  the  mind  can  count.  If  you  will  not  be  on  the  Yankton 
Reservation,  be  in  a Sacred  place  and  Pray  for  the  People. 

There  is  a beautiful  four-legged  at  my  feet.  She  lies  there,  aware  there 
are  wheels  that  can  pinch  and  bring  pain  to  her  if  I roll  the  chair  in 
almost  any  direction.  She  is  there  to  be  near  me,  and  she  trusts, 
absolutely,  that  I will  not  harm  her.  She  believes  to  the  depths  of  her 
fuzzy  spirit  I will  honor  the  trust  she  places  in  me. 

We  must  all  find  it  in  our  hearts  to  have  that  same  total  trust  in  the 
gifts  and  messages  of  Creator.  There  is  a lot  of  confusion  and  conflict 
among  the  People  now.  If  we  listen  to  that  one,  still,  quiet  voice  instead 
of  the  rumors  the  confusion  will  quiet.  The  deceivers  will  have  lost  their 
purchase,  and  we  can  rekindle  the  proud  heritage  of  our  Ancestors. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc . ape . org 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  v Tulsa 

- Call  to  Return  to  Traditional  Ways 

- This  Country 

- More  Illegal  Mt.  Graham  Destruction 

- Alternative  Medicine  Elimination 

- ICWA  Attacked 

- Tunnel  Vision 

- NA  Inventors,  Achievers  and  Games 

- Doin  the  Circle 

- Poem:  The  Children  Of  Indians 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- NY  State  Taxation  Issue 

- NAs  and  the  Dustice  System 

- White  Earth  Conspiracy  Trial 

- White  Earth  Treaty  Rights  Case 

- Federal  Cabinet  OK's  Nunavut 

- Gitxsan:  Supreme  Court  Decision 

- Native  America  Calling  Schedule 

- Dream  Catchers 


RE:  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  v Tulsa 


Date:  Tue,  30  Apr  1996  12:36:16  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Eric  Brunner  <brunner@Think.COM> 

Sub j : Fwd:  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  v Tulsa  re:  Water 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Oki  all. 

This  from  alt. native/soc. culture. native.  I think  that  some  of  us  Westerners 
have  Tribal  Water  Law  experience  that  the  CNofOK  may  be  benefited  by.  Let  me 
know  if  you've  got  any  ideas,  or  contact  Doe  Byrd's  office  or  the  counsel's 
office  for  the  CNofOK  directly. 

Kitakitamatsinohpowaw  (I'll  see  you  again), 

--  Eric  Brunner 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 

Sub j : FYI--"Cherokee  Nation  says  it  never  legally  gave  away  water  rights" 
by  Donna  Flales,  Muskogee  Phoenix 

The  following  article  was  published  Saturday,  April  27,  1996  in  the 
Muskogee  Phoenix.  It  was  written  by  Phoenix  Staff  Writer  Donna  Hales. 

"The  Cherokee  Nation  is  looking  into  whether  it  should  be  compensated  for 


millions  of  dollars  worth  of  water  that  the  city  of  Tulsa  is  using  from 
Lake  Eucha  and  Spavinaw  Creek. 

Cherokee  National  Councilor  Barbara  Starr  Scott  said  it  appears  the 
tribe  never  legally  gave  away  its  water  rights  to  the  Eucha  or  Spavinaw. 

Spavinaw  Creek  is  a tributary  of  Grand  River.  The  State 
Conversation  Commission  in  the  early  1900s  granted  the  Grand 
Hydro-Electric  Co.  the  right  to  construct  a dam  across  the  Grand  River. 
The  dam  formed  Grand  Lake  in  Deleware  County. 

A dispute  arose  in  1988  between  the  city  of  Tulsa  over  control  of 
Spavinaw  Creek. 

The  State  Conservation  Commission  granted  the  city  of  Tulsa  the 
"entire  flow"  of  Spavinaw  creek  in  1922. 

But  the  1948  Indian  Right  of  Way  Act  may  have  a bearing  on  whether 
Tulsa  has  a right  to  the  water  without  compensating  the  Cherokees. 

Congress  passed  the  1948  Indian  Right  of  Way  Act,  which  provides 
that  the  US  secretary  of  the  Interior  will  grant  rights  of  way  across 
Indian  land,  with  the  condition  that  just  compensation  be  paid  and  the 
Indian  tribe  or  individual  owner  consent,  according  to  the  Kenwood 
Research  Project  which  studies  the  legal  issues  of  some  of  Tulsa's  water 
acquisitions . 

The  act  does  not  specifically  repeal  any  prior  acts  of  Congress 
regulating  state  acquisition  of  rights  of  way  on  Indian  land.  As  a 
result,  experts  are  split  on  the  question  of  whether  the  act  was  intended 
to  replace  or  supplement  existing  congressional  policy. 

Starr  Scott  said  Cherokee  Nation  leaders  have  been  discussing  this 
issue.  They  believe  the  Tulsa  case  may  be  the  best  one  to  use  to 
challenge  the  taking  of  tribal  water,  she  said. 

It  appears  Tulsa  has  been  getting  almost  twice  as  much  water  as 
actually  allowed  and  millions  of  dollars  are  at  stake,  Starr  Scott  said. 

She  will  ask  the  tribal  council  to  look  into  the  matter  and 
believes  Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd,  who  is  out  of  the  country  this  week, 
will  be  agreeable. 

"He  just  hasn't  focused  on  it  yet",  she  said. 

Starr  Scott,  who  lives  in  Delaware  County,  said  she  gets  more  calls 
from  Cherokees  who  need  septic  tanks  or  water  wells  than  about  anything 
else. 

"This  water  we  probably  own  is  going  to  the  city  of  Tulsa,"  she 
said.  "People  in  Tulsa  have  a bathroom,  so  they  assume  everyone  else 
has . " 

Another  issue  the  Cherokees  are  pursuing  is  whether  former  Chief 
W.W.  Keeler  had  the  right  to  convey  an  easement  in  the  1950s  at  a time 
when  the  Cherokees  didn't  have  a constitution. 

Muskogee  lawyer  I.V.  Watkins  said  he  has  been  a consultant  to 
several  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  on  their  water  rights  in  Oklahoma. 

He  sat  in  on  some  of  the  Cherokee  meetings. 

"My  general  opinion,  after  research,  indicates  that  the  Indians  have 
a very  valid  interest  in  water  in  Oklahoma--all  tribes",  he  said. 

He  said  a couple  of  the  tribes  he  is  working  with  have  addressed  the 
issue  with  the  Oklahoma  Water  Resources  Board. 

"I  don't  think  there  is  any  official  response,  but  a willingness  to 
talk",  Watkins  said. 

The  End 
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"RE : Call  to  Return  to  Traditional  Ways"  

Date:  Sat,  4 May  1996  14:46:30  -0500 

From:  feather  eaglerock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET. COM> 

Sub j : call  to  return  to  traditional  ways 


Mailing  List: 


Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml.spcs.umn.edu> 


Aniin  anishinabeg. 


I am  a 100%  disabled  veteran  "Warrior"  Leech  Lake  Pillager  Shinob. 

I see  our  country  is  in  turmoil  and  some  people  cannot  see  it  going 
on.  Weather  storms  caused  from  the  timber  industry  clearcutting,  crime, 
polluted  air,  greed,  no  respect,  racism,  dishonesty,  cheating  on  our  own 
people,  etc.  We  are  seven  years  in  debt  or  longer  here  in  the  U.S.A.  And 
our  Leech  Lake  rez  is  in  the  same  shoes  as  our  country. 

The  traditional  way  of  our  people,  "our  Native  Americans"  was  to 
be  governed  by  our  elders;  some  people  would  say  wise  men  and  wise  women. 

They  used  spirituality  in  their  gathering  ceremonies,  all  different 
kinds  of  ceremonies  and  tribal  meetings.  They  used  the  peace  pipe  at  all 
these  meeting  places  on  their  reservations  and  at  their  tribal  meeting 
place.  To  purify  themselves  with  good  intentions  for  their  people  at  these 
council  meetings.  And  each  tribal  councilman  asked  for  guidance  from  the 
Creator  as  each  passed  the  pipe  to  one  another  in  the  circle  of  the  tribal 
meeting  The  four  elements  were  used  by  the  spiritual  man,  medicine  man  at 
these  gatherings. 

They  used  to  call  these  tribal  meetings  sau-ga-sway-e-ding. 

Pipe  and  tobacco  offerings  to  the  Creator  before  meetings.  As  the  pipe 
was  passed  around  in  the  circle  in  a spiritual  way  as  offerings  to  the 
Creator.  And  that  pipe  meant  a lot  to  them  in  making  them  role  models  for 
their  people.  And  they  sang  and  danced  in  harmony  after  their  tribal 
meetings.  They  served  their  people  well. 

We  live  on  the  Rez  and  let  this  be  our  way  of  life.  Today  we  don't 
see  this  kind  of  spirituality  at  meetings.  Everything  is  held  in  secret, 
which  is  wrong  for  our  people. 

Let  us  go  back  to  our  traditional  ways  by  using  and  saying 
sau-ge-sway-e-ding.  The  pipe  and  tobacco  ceremonies  at  the  tribal 
gatherings.  Asking  the  creator  to  guide  us  as  the  elders  did  long  ago  at 
our  tribal  meetings.  I say  'our'  because  they  looked  ahead  for  their 
future  grandchildren.  Let  us  make  it  this  way  for  our  children's  children. 
Let  us  build  for  them  in  our  forgotten  spiritual  traditional  way  of  life. 
This  is  the  kind  of  life  we  need  in  our  tribal  government;  the  L.L.  Rez 
Leadership  — role  models  with  Spiritual  honesty.  Caring  and  sharing  is 
what  we  need.  For  instance,  the  potlatch  of  the  northwest  coastal  chiefs. 
It  is  a giveaway  celebration  from  the  head  chief.  Giving  away  his  wealth, 
everything  he  has,  to  his  people.  As  our  ancestors  have  said,  long  ago: 
What  you  give  away  you  will  always  receive  back  in  a good  way. 
Sau-ge-sway-e-ding  traditional  versus  R.T.C.  Meeting  the  non-traditional 
way. 

I see  boo-coun-nah-shay-nob-bey,  wan-nah-bees,  and  red  apples 
running  for  office  and  in  leadership  positions. 

Sobriety  was  our  traditional  way  of  life  before  the  white  man  came 
here.  Whiskey,  alcohol  was  used  to  buy  off  native  land,  furs,  etc.  from 
the  time  the  white  man  walked  unto  our  shores  until  even  today.  There  are 
recent  alcohol,  martini  lunches,  and  parties  on  our  reservations  at 
meetings  of  the  tribal  council.  This  is  why  there  was  going  to  be  a 
bar/lounge  within  our  sacred  grounds  of  the  Veterans  Memorial  Grounds. 

There  is  now  mention  of  a golf  course  on  our  rez.  Do  our  elders  play  golf 
? Or  do  our  young  children  play  golf  ? We  do  not  get  anything  per  capita 
from  the  Casinos.  So,  we  would  not  get  anything  from  the  hotel  or  golf 
course.  We  don't  benefit.  And  the  enrolled  members  would  lose  out  again. 
This  is  because  the  boo-coun-nah-shay-nob-bey,  wan-nah-bees,  red  apples  do 
not  look  into  the  future  of  our  grandchildren,  and  great  grandchildren  the 
way  our  ancestors  did.  We  need  to  go  backward  to  where  we  started  to 
advance  forward  too  fast,  back  to  where  we  left  our  traditional  way  behind 
and  take  it  back  up  again. 

I wanted  to  get  the  First  Nations  for  Sobriety  started  here  on  the 
rez,  some  people  in  the  C.D.  program  said  it  was  too  spiritual.  Read  the 
12  steps  --  how  many  times  is  god  used  in  the  Serenity  Prayer  ? 

They  said  it  was  hurting  the  white  man's  image  and  offending  them 
(the  white  people)  by  using  "First  Nations  for  Sobriety."  So  they 
changed  the  name  of  "First  Nations  for  Sobriety"  to  "Sober  Eagles."  I 
never  heard  of  a drunken  eagle  or  ever  saw  one.  Never!  First  Nations 


were  sober  nations  until  the  white  man  came.  I say  we  do  not  need 
boo-coun-nah-shay-nob-bey,  wan-nah-bees,  red  apples  for  leadership  or  as 
role  models.  This  is  why  our  rez  is  like  it  is  today.  Greed  has  traveled 
from  the  time  of  the  the  white  man  landing  and  it  is  here  now.  We  need  a 
new  Rez  Constitution,  new  role  models.  Our  rez  is  deep  in  debt  like  the 

U. S.A.  It's  going  to  take  time  to  straighten  our  rez  money  problems  out. 
Some  are  already  making  promises  for  higher  wages,  $7.00,  etc.  The  rez  had 
to  get  money  somewhere  else  to  pay  some  employees.  So  why  should  some 
people  make  promises  when  there's  no  money. 

Long  ago  when  someone  did  something  wrong  in  an  Indian  village, 
like  taking  someone's  wife.  They  were  outcasts  for  good.  That  is  how 
strict  it  was  and  governed  by  our  elders,  ancestors.  We  had  strong 
traditional  ways.  And  we  should  have  them  now  at  this  time  of  crisis. 

Our  veterans  are  not  respected  or  honored.  There  are  homeless 
veterans  on  this  rez.  Direct  Home  Loans  from  the  Veteran's  Administration 
have  been  at  a standstill  between  the  tribe,  Rez  and  the  V.A.  for  over  a 
year.  The  M.O.U.  (Memorandum  of  Understanding  ) between  the  tribe  and  the 

V. A  has  been  sitting  at  the  Housing  Office  for  over  a year  gathering  dust 
and  cobwebs,  waiting  for  presentation  to  the  V.A.  Maybe  they  are  still 
trying  to  figure  out  on  how  they  are  going  to  beat  the  veterans  out  of 
monies.  They  have  been  working  on  this  for  about  3 1/2  years. 

As  I said  before,  there's  talk  of  a golf  course.  A luxury  item  for 
the  able  bodied  well-off.  Not  for  our  elders,  our  veterans,  and  young 
children.  And  I bet,  there  will  be  a bar  or  lounge  there  also.  Our 
leaders  do  not  realize  there  is  a high  rate  of  F.A.S.  and  F.A.E.  (fetal 
alcohol  syndrome  and  fetal  alcohol  effect)  on  our  reservation. 

Our  future  depends  on  these  young  ones  as  our  positive  role  models. 
The  health  of  our  elders  and  children  should  come  first  instead  of  our 
leaders'  luxuries.  Like  the  luxuries  they  have  already  bought  in  the 
past . 

I've  heard  a lot  about  Indian  Time  in  the  past.  That  tradition  is 
lost.  People  make  fun  of  it  today.  I've  heard  there  will  be  more  pow  wows 
if  some  certain  people  get  into  tribal  offices.  Pow  wows  (gathering  of  the 
people  to  celebrate)  were  traditional  in  our  cultural  way  before  the 
chi-moo-ki-ma-nug  came  here.  Spirituality  was  our  way  of  life  way  before 
the  white  man  set  their  foot  on  our  Turtle  Island.  Sobriety  was  our 
traditional  life  before  the  white  man  came  here.  We  have  sobriety  at  pow 
wows;  unity  with  each  other  and  healing  with  togetherness.  It  is  a 
reminder  of  who  we  are  and  not  to  forget  who  we  are.  Some  of  us  have 
forgotten  this  and  forgotten  who  we  really  are.  We  never  knew  what  greed 
was.  We  never  cheated  our  own  people.  We  only  cared  and  shared  for  one 
another. 

I was  baptized  in  the  Catholic  religion.  That  was  all  right  until 
into  my  elder  years.  I thought  a lot  about  the  religions.  My  god,  my 
Creator  hasn't  changed.  I believe  strongly  in  my  spirituality.  I thought 
back  how  Christianity  tried  to  change  my  life  when  I was  young.  Our  hair 
was  cut,  we  were  punished  when  we  spoke  our  language.  They  said  we 
worshiped  the  devil  when  we  talked  in  our  Ojibwe  language.  In  our 
tradition,  our  culture,  our  spirituality;  the  braid  meant  "the  three 
strands  of  life"  --  mind,  body,  and  spirit.  That  was  our  spiritual 
reminder  when  we  wore  those  braids  and  now  today  we  have  begun  to  remember 
the  old  ways  when  wearing  braids.  To  this  day,  Christianity  is  being 
taught  in  the  Chiapas  region  of  Mexico  in  the  same  way  they  taught  us 
native  people  long  ago.  I know  the  meaning  of  the  Indian  Prayer  songs  and 
they  are  good  words.  But  the  Indian  way  is  a good  way.  The  white  man  has 
never  broken  our  spirit  in  the  past  500  years.  We  had  good  leadership 
before  the  white  man  came. 

We  need  to  stress  the  education  for  our  children,  so  that  we  could 
have  our  own  self  government.  We  don't  need  white  people  in  our  offices 
running  things. 

Greed.  It's  here.  We  are  having  problems  over  it,  to  this  day. 
Greed  doesn't  work  here,  it  was  brought  here  when  the  first  Europeans  first 
stepped  on  our  shores.  And  some  of  the  education  is  used  the 
boo-coun-nah-shay-nob-bey  bureaucratic  way. 

As  I said  before,  our  people  were  outcasts  if  anyone  done  wrong  to 


their  people  in  the  villages  or  their  band.  Veterans  with  bad  discharges, 
ex-convicts,  alcohol  and  drug  users  should  not  hold  office  . They  are  bad 
role  models  for  our  people,  youngsters,  elders,  etc.  This  should  be  put  in 
our  tribal  constitution.  Greed  does  not  fit  in.  It  is  foreign  to  the 
traditional  way  of  our  people. 

"Where  as,  here  as,  etc.  proclamations"  came  from  the  white  man  when 
they  started  making  rules  and  started  to  take  our  land  away!  That 
bureaucratic  way  is  being  used  today  on  our  rez. 

Let  us  return  our  way,  as  our  ancestors  governed,  to  our  own  ways. 
Let  us  be  she-nob-bey  again.  It  was  a good  life  long  ago. 

Me  gwetch 

Bernard  J.  Rock,  Sr. 

RR  2 Box  268E 

Cass  Lake,  Minnesota  56633 
Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 

email:  eaglerok@northernnet . com 
feather  eaglerock,  leech  lake  rez 

english  is  a foreign  language,  reclaim  the  language  of  your  people  and 
send  it  to  the  future  as  your  gift  to  your  grandchildren's  grandchildren, 
di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 


"RE:  This  Country"  

Date:  96/04/30  21:59 

From:  Lorraine  A.  Milo  (l.milo@genie.com) 

Sub j : This  Country 

Genie  email 
O'siyo  Night  Owl, 

If  you  find  this  letter  worthy  would  you  please  share  it  with  the  people. 
I am  writing  because  I am  angry  and  frustrated,  I have  heard  nothing  over 
the  past  few  months  that  makes  me  want  to  smile  either.  From  Leonard 
Peltier  to  the  latest  atrocity  the  raid  on  a powwow.  What  is  next?  Flave 
we  all  forgotten  what  it  means  to  walk  this  path  or  are  we  so  afraid  that 
we  will  be  arrested  or  harassed  that  we  fall  into  line  like  little 
soldiers  and  behave  correctly. 

This  country  is  supposed  to  be  the  "model  of  democracy  at  work",  or  at 
least  that  is  what  the  higher  ups  keep  telling  the  rest  of  the  world,  yet 
this  country  is  the  least  free.  One  by  one  our  lands,  our  rights,  our 
religious  freedom,  our  language,  our  dress,  our  customs  have  all  been 
taken  from  us.  If  you  can  carry  an  Eagle  feather,  it  must  be  with  a card, 
sanctioned  by  the  government  of  this  country.  That  law  was  originally  for 
the  protection  of  the  Eagle  and  to  stop  the  slaughter  many  years  ago,  but 
that  is  not  how  we  got  the  feather.  We  did  not  slaughter  the  Eagle  for 
his  feathers,  you  waited  until  it  gifted  you  with  one.  The  white  man 
slaughtered  the  Eagle,  not  us. 

Now  we  must  hide  everything  that  is  sacred  or  precious  to  us  if  we  do 
not  carry  the  proper  identification.  I have  watched  over  the  years,  and 
there  have  been  a few,  all  the  youth  of  our  different  Nations  grow  and 
mature  into  fine  young  adults  but  they  are  all  wandering  around  as  if  in  a 
daze,  not  knowing  what  to  do,  how  to  do  it,  or  where  they  can  do  it.  This 
country  states  that  all  persons  have  religious,  ethnic,  cultural  freedom, 
except  us.  When  the  civil  rights  of  any  citizen  are  stepped  on  the  whole 
country  gets  up  in  arms  and  says  NO,  you  can't  do  that,  yet  we  keep 
turning  the  other  cheek  and  saying  okay  you  can  do  that  once  again,  we 
will  believe  you  this  time.  How  many  times  will  it  take  before  all  the 
great  First  Nations  of  this  country  band  together  and  say  I have  had 
enough . 

We  teach  our  children  that  we  are  all  related  and  that  all  we  do  will 
affect  everything  around  us,  well  the  time  has  come  to  start  teaching  the 


children  that  instead  of  reacting  to  all  that  happens,  proact  and  do 
something  first  that  they  will  never  expect.  They  expect  that  if  we  all 
are  given  crumbs  from  the  masters  table  we  will  stay  quiet,  well,  I will 
stay  quiet  no  more.  We  must  join  together  now  and  stop  the  atrocities  from 
happening.  The  more  we  are  afraid  to  let  those  in  authority  know  who  we 
are,  the  more  control  they  will  have  over  us.  We  have  given  all  there  is 
to  give.  Our  Mother  cannot  carry  any  more  of  the  blood  of  innocents,  she 
is  saturated  and  we  must  now  carry  the  blood  for  her.  We  teach  the 
children  to  be  proud  of  who  they  are  and  then  tell  them  hide  all  what  is 

precious  so  it  does  not  get  taken  away  and  then  we  wonder  why  are  the 

young  people  confused. 

All  the  prophecies  are  coming  to  pass,  and  man  is  destroying  himself  and 
everything  around  him,  are  we  going  to  be  part  of  the  destruction  or  part 
of  the  cure.  WE  have  a choice.  One  person  cannot  do  it  alone  but  one  and 
one  magically  makes  two.  They  are  tearing  the  Sacred  Hoop  apart  in  the 
hopes  of  tearing  us  apart  and  we  have  to  stop  it  now.  Don't  be  afraid  of 
what  they  can  take  away,  they  have  taken  all  there  is  to  take,  now  is  the 
time  to  take  back. 

I pray  every  day  that  this  can  happen  in  my  lifetime,  but  if  it  does  not, 
then  so  be  it,  for  if  it  doesn't  happen  soon  there  will  be  no  life  left. 

The  only  way  man  can  go  forward  is  to  go  back,  and  we  have  to  stand 

together  in  a circle  and  stop  all  that  is  happening  around  us,  for  we  have 

the  power  to  do  it.  My  Grandmother  never  forget,  all  the  Grandmothers 
before  her  never  forgot  and  this  Grandmother  will  not  forget  what  it  was 
like  and  how  it  can  be  again.  WILL  YOU  FORGET? 

Grandmother  Walks  Softly 

"RE : More  Illegal  Mt.  Graham  Destruction"  

Date:  Wed,  1 May  1996  16:03:16  -0700 
From:  silver@indirect.com  (Robin  Silver) 

Sub j : More  Illegal  Mt.  Graham  Habitat  Destruction 

UUCP  email 

Robin  D.  Silver,  M.D.,  F.A.C.E.P.,  P.O.  Box  39382,  Phoenix,  AZ  85069-9382 
Telephone:  (602)  246-4170,  Fax:  (602)  249-2576,  Email:  silver@indirect.com 

TO:  Mt.  Graham  Coalition 
MESSAGE: May  1,  1996 

Illegal  Salvage  Operation  Undertaken  Around  Mt.  Graham  Telescopes  to  Destroy 
Habitat  Ongoing  Habitat  Destruction  Blatantly  Exceeds  Congressionally 
Authorized  Acreage  Destruction 

For  years,  the  University  of  Arizona  has  been  attempting  to  expand  its  "toe 
hold"  on  Mt.  Graham.  Now,  under  the  guise  of  fighting  a fire  more  than  a 
mile  away,  UA  is  removing  all  standing  snags,  and  is  removing  all  "dead  and 
down"  woody  material  from  a 50  foot  perimeter  surrounding  its  telescope 
facility.  UA  is  also  trimming  the  branches  of  all  living  trees  to  the  level 
of  approximately  10  feet  above  the  ground  from  a 50  foot  perimeter 
surrounding  the  facility. 

Permission  to  undertake  this  sham  "fire  fighting"  salvage  operation  around 
the  perimeter  of  the  telescope  came  from  Coronado  National  Forest  Fire 
Management  Officer  Richard  Kvale.  Mr.  Kvale  is  the  former  Safford  District 
Ranger  who  (1)  in  1993,  abruptly  changed  of  the  maps  for  the  Webb  Peak, 

Grant  Vista,  Mill  Site,  and  Upper  Cunningham  Mexican  spotted  owl  management 
territories  to  accommodate  the  University's  request  to  move  the  Columbus 
telescope  to  Owl  Peak,  or  Peak  10,298,  (2)  who,  on  December  7,  1993,  led  the 
illegal,  covert  destruction  of  more  than  500  old  growth  trees  on  East 
Emerald  Peak,  (3)  who,  in  a 1994  affidavit  filed  on  behalf  of  the  telescope 
project,  lied  about  the  number  of  trees  that  he  destroyed,  (4)  who,  in  1994, 
filed  an  Affidavit  on  behalf  of  the  telescope  project,  stating  that 
reforestation  on  Mt.  Graham  will  be  successful,  and  will  be  of  no  future 
consequence,  and  (5)  who  in  1995,  lied  under  oath  claiming  that  a Court 
Order  providing  for  "an  observer  on  the  mountain"  required  Forest  Service 


permission  for  fulfillment. 

On  August  31,  1987,  the  Fish  & Wildlife  Service  stated,  "impacts  on  Emerald 
Peak  could  not  be  reduced  below  jeopardy  with  reasonable  and  prudent 
alternatives . " 

The  ongoing  Clark  Peak  fire  on  Mt.  Graham  further  accentuates  the  critical 
importance  of  not  fragmenting  the  heart  of  the  most  valuable  Mt.  Graham  red 
squirrel  habitat  for  astronomical  work  that  can  be  done  less  destructively 
elsewhere.  The  Forest  Service  has  requested  a retroactive  formal 
consultation  of  the  U.S.  Fish  & Wildlife  Service  to  evaluate  these 
activities.  There  never  has  been  a full  professional  and  lawful 
consultation  on  the  effects  fragmenting  the  East  Emerald  Peak  area. 

"RE : Alternative  Medicine  Elimination"  

Date:  Tue,  7 May  1996  02:21:01  -0600 
From:  Ondamitag@aol.com 

Sub j : SB1028  & FIB3303  - Alternative  Medicine  Elimination 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

Flello  all, 

I am  laying  this  on  all  of  you  - as  many  of  you  know  I use  to  put  out  the 
Chautauqua  and  hope  to  be  doing  so  again  soon. 

I just  received  a call  about  Senate  Bill  1028  & Flouse  Bill  3303  - It  is  my 
understanding  that  these  bills  are  an  attempt  to  eliminate  all  forms  of 
alternative  medicine  in  this  country.  As  a person  that  treats  themselves 
herbally,  I do  not  feel  that  our  government  - nor  any  other  person  has  a 
right  to  tell  me  how  I must  relate  to  plants.  Medicine  is  spiritual  and 
physical  and  much  more. 

I would  be  interested  in  reading  the  text  of  the  bills  if  anyone  can  find 
them  - I could  not  - I really  want  to  look  at  these  to  see  if  Native  America 
is  protected  or  if  this  is  another  way  of  grinding  religion  under  business 
shoes . 

I personally  oppose  these  bills  and  will  be  calling  on  the  Wisconsin 
Congressional  officers  to  oppose  this  bill! 

Please  do  the  same  and  lets  take  a serious  look  at  this  one. 

Thanks 

Timm  Severud 

Ondamitagos  (causes  others  to  lose  track  of  time  by  talking) 


From : ti jc02 ! SMROUTER ! C0LEMAN%30CYl%SIAMAIL%MSR0UTER@uunet . uu . net 
Timm, 

The  information  that  you  seek  can  be  found  on  the  Internet. 

For  Bills  http://thomas.loc.gov/home/cl04query.html 
One  can  search  by  bill,  keywords  or  list  a number  of  Bills  by  type.  You  can 
also  download  the  Bill. 

For  Budget  http: //www. doc .gov. inquery/BudgetFY96/BudgetFY96. html 
If  I can  be  of  further  assistance  please  let  me  know. . 

Thanks, 

TaCe 

Timothy  D.  Coleman  ET,  AT  (Tsalagi,  Eswa) 

CompuServe : 102467 . 201@compuserve . com 
Internet : coleman%ti jc02@uunet . uu . net 

"RE : ICWA  Attacked"  

Date:  Fri,  3 May  1996  00:01:18  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Alan  Mandell  <mandell@thecity.sfsu.edu> 

Sub j : ICWA  attacked  (fwd) 

+++  Originally  sent  by  ICWALAW@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU  <al>  +++ 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 


ICWA  UNDER  ATTACK- -LETTERS  NEEDED  NOW!! 


The  following  bill  was  introduced  in  the  House  on  April  23,  1996,  and  as 
we  understand  will  be  brought  to  the  floor  of  the  House  for  a vote  on  May  8 
with  absolutely  no  hearings  or  tribal  input.  We  urge  that  concerned  person 
contact  their  Representatives  immediately  and  urge  them  to  vote  this  bill 
down  with  the  ICWA  language  in  it  (the  bill  is  otherwise  okay  without  the 
ICWA  language  as  it  provides  a tax  credit  for  certain  adoption  expenses, 

IMHO) : 

H . R . 3286 

Adoption  Promotion  and  Stability  Act  of  1996  (Introduced  in  the  House) 

TITLE  III--CHILD  CUSTODY  PROCEEDINGS  AFFECTED  BY  THE  INDIAN 

CHILD  WELFARE  ACT  OF  1978 

SEC.  301.  INAPPLICABILITY  OF  THE  INDIAN  CHILD  WELFARE 
ACT  OF  1978  TO  CHILD  CUSTODY  PROCEEDINGS  INVOLVING  A 
CHILD  WHOSE  PARENTS  DO  NOT  MAINTAIN  AFFILIATION 
WITH  THEIR  INDIAN  TRIBE. 

Title  I of  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  (25  U.S.C.  1911  et  seq.)  is 
amended  by  adding  at  the  end  the  following: 

'SEC.  114.  (a)  This  title  does  not  apply  to  any  child  custody  proceeding 
involving  a child  who  does  not  reside  or  is  not  domiciled  within  a 
reservation  unless-- 

'(1)  at  least  one  of  the  child's  biological  parents  is  of  Indian 
descent;  and 

'(2)  at  least  one  of  the  child's  biological  parents  maintains 
significant  social,  cultural,  or  political  affiliation  with  the  Indian  tribe 
of  which  either  parent  is  a member. 

' (b)  The  factual  determination  as  to  whether  a biological  parent 
maintains  significant  social,  cultural,  or  political  affiliation  with  the 
Indian  tribe  of  which  either  parent  is  a member  shall  be  based  on  such 
affiliation  as  of  the  time  of  the  child  custody  proceeding. 

' (c)  The  determination  that  this  title  does  not  apply  pursuant  to 
subsection  (a)  is  final,  and,  thereafter,  this  title  shall  not  be  the  basis 
for  determining  jurisdiction  over  any  child  custody  proceeding  involving  the 
child . ’ . 

SEC.  302.  MEMBERSHIP  AND  CHILD  CUSTODY  PROCEEDINGS. 

Title  I of  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  (25  U.S.C.  1911  et  seq.),  as 
amended  by  section  301  of  this  title,  is  further  amended  by  adding  at  the 
end  the  following: 

'SEC.  115.  (a)  A person  who  attains  the  age  of  18  years  before  becoming 
a member  of  an  Indian  tribe  may  become  a member  of  an  Indian  tribe  only  upon 
the  person's  written  consent. 

' (b)  For  the  purposes  of  any  child  custody  proceeding  involving  an  Indian 
child,  membership  in  an  Indian  tribe  shall  be  effective  from  the  actual  date 
of  admission  to  membership  in  the  Indian  tribe  and  shall  not  be  given 
retroactive  effect. ’ . 

SEC.  303.  EFFECTIVE  DATE. 

The  amendments  made  by  this  title  shall  take  effect  on  the  date  of  the 
enactment  of  this  Act  and  shall  apply  with  respect  to  any  child  custody 
proceeding  in  which  a final  decree  has  not  been  entered  as  of  such  date. 
######################################## 

On  April  25,  1996,  the  Honorable  Rep.  Pryce  uttered  the  following  remarks  on 
the  House  floor: 

(Ms.  PRYCE  asked  and  was  given  permission  to  address  the  House  for  1 minute 
and  to  revise  and  extend  her  remarks.) 

Ms.  PRYCE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I rise  today  with  just  one  illustration  of  the 
absolute  tragedy  and  heartbreak  being  experienced  right  now  by  countless 
children  and  their  families  due  to  the  misapplication  of  the  Indian  Child 
Welfare  Act,  or  ICWA  . 

A couple  from  my  district  in  Columbus,  OH,  adopted  twin  girls.  Both 
biological  parents  consented  and  even  chose  this  family  that  they  wanted  the 
girls  to  be  placed  with.  After  6 months,  as  they  went  on  to  finalize  the 


adoption,  they  found  out  that  it  was  being  contested  under  ICWA,  which  gives 
the  tribe  the  final  say  in  custody  proceedings  involving  Indian  children. 

Although  only  one  of  the  twins  great-great-great-grandparents  was  native 
American,  a judge  in  California  ruled  that  that  was  enough  to  trigger  ICWA  . 

These  stories  are  commonplace  and  have  to  end.  As  a result  of  this 
misapplication  of  the  law,  two  little  girls  almost  3 years  old  now  still 
await  the  permanence  and  stability  of  the  only  family  they  have  ever  known, 
and  they  fear  what  fate  might  await  them  at  the  hands  of  the  court. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I urge  my  colleagues  to  support  the  Adoption  Stability  Act  of 
1996. 

###################### 

The  above  is  simply  false.  Tribes  do  not  have  the  final  say  in  voluntary 
adoption  proceedings  (how  could  they  since  they  do  not  have  the  right  to 
intervene  or  receive  notice  of  adoption  proceedings  under  ICWA) . Her 
amendment  would  do  untold  damage  to  Indian  children,  families,  and  tribes  as 
it  would  apply  to  not  just  adoption  proceedings,  but  foster  care  proceedings 
as  well. 

P.S.  For  you  tribal  law  folks,  hello.  I'm  new  to  the  group  and  thought  this 
info  might  be  of  interest.  Our  office  is  in  an  intense  court  battle  over  the 
whole  issue  of  who  defines  what  it  means  to  be  "Indian"--tribes  or  adoption 
agencies.  I am  not  at  liberty  to  discuss  the  details  of  the  case,  but  I can 
say  that  adoption  attorneys  have  put  together  a coordinated  national  campaign 
against  ICWA,  they  are  supporting  this  legislation,  and  they  are  circulating 
legal  briefs,  cases,  etc.,  around  to  other  anti-ICWA  adoption  attorneys.  I 
know  since  the  EXACT  legal  arguments  used  in  the  Rost  (Bridget  R)  case  have 
been  used  against  our  client  Indian  family  in  our  court  case.  These  guys 
are  serious. 

Thanks  for  listening. 

Mark  D.  Fiddler 
Executive  Director 
Indian  Child  Welfare  Law  Center 
612-879-9165  (voice) 

612-879-0323  (fax) 

"RE : Tunnel  Vision"  

Date:  Thu,  2 May  1996  06:33:09  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Stephen  W.  Russell"  <srussell@lonestar . jpl . utsa . edu> 

Sub j : RE:  Fwd:  Tunnel  Vision  -Reply 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Like  someone  else  earlier  in  the  thread,  when  I read  the  original  post,  I 
knew  some  folks  were  going  to  hit  the  ceiling.  Reminds  me  of  the  time  I 
referred  to  myself  as  "part  Cherokee"  instead  of  "mixed-blood  Cherokee"  in 
front  of  someone  for  whom  the  terminology  was  a big  deal.  Well,  I 
understand  that  the  terminology  is  a window  to  the  "Which  side  are  you 
on?"  question- -which  is  the  real  one--but  I sometimes  wonder  if  it  is 
necessary  to  hit  so  hard  to  make  the  point. 

When  Mankiller  was  Principal  Chief,  she  made  the  policy  decision  that 
since  there  is  strength  in  numbers,  the  CNO  would  reach  out  to  all 
persons  of  Cherokee  blood  regardless  of  their  upbringing.  Whether  her 
call  was  good  tribal  policy,  only  time  will  tell,  but  that  was  the  policy 
and  the  number  of  enrolled  Cherokees  has  increased  dramatically.  I 
myself  was  raised  in  the  Muscogee  Nation  near  the  Cherokee  Nation  border- 
-still  in  an  Indian  milieu,  but  nothing  like  Tahlequah,  where  I would 
like  to  retire. 

Some  of  what  it  means  to  be  Cherokee,  I have  gleaned  from  relatives  and 

some  from  books.  But  back  when  I lived  in  Oklahoma  and  my  name  was 

"Teehee, " I had  no  choice  about  which  side  I was  on.  Now  I do,  and  I have 

chosen  to  be  a mixed  blood  Cherokee  rather  than  "part  Indian."  It  is 

theoretically  true  that  someone  who  has  always  been  outwardly  Euro  and 
has  never  lived  in  Indian  Country  cannot  be  bound  to  Indian-ness  in  the 


same  way.  It  is  also  true  that  some  of  the  worst  depredations  in  our 
history  were  inflicted  by  kindly  liberals. 

The  question  in  this  thread  is  painful,  but  I tend  to  shake  it  down  in 
favor  of  giving  everyone  credit  for  good  intentions.  I sure  do  get  sick 
and  tired  of  hearing  about  the  "Cherokee  princess"  in  somebody's  family 
and  sometimes  I point  out  that  my  family's  allotments  were  over  the  Glenn 
Pool  and  then  ask  where  theirs  were  but  from  everything  I have  read  and 
seen  first  hand  Cherokees  have  no  history  of  interest  in  skin  color.  We 
intermarried  with  whites  and  blacks  and  now  the  blood  is  spread  a bit 
thin  but,  hey,  we  aren't  AKC  poodles  and  love  really  is  blind--e.g., 
Montagues  and  Capulets.  I have  seen  people  claiming  mixed  Cherokee  and 
Osage  blood,  which  makes  geographical  sense  (in  terms  of  where  the  U.S. 
put  the  two  tribes)  but  little  historical/cultural  sense. 

But  having  seen  with  my  own  eyes  Tonkawas  and  Comanches  smoking  the  pipe, 
eating  and  praying  together,  I am  convinced  that  the  rivalries  caused 
(Cherokee/Osage)  or  exacerbated  (Tonkawa/Comanche)  by  Euro  expansion  are 
dead  or  dying.  One  of  the  exceptions  plays  out  on  this  list  now  and  then, 
and  is  really  painful  reading  for  one  like  myself  who  has  been  treated 
with  great  kindness  by  members  of  both  tribes. 

So  if  that  charred  cinder  of  a person  who  started  this  is  still 
interested,  e-mail  me  privately  and  I will  give  you  some  addresses  for 
the  tribal  bureaucracy  and  some  clues  about  finding  your  relatives  on  the 
rolls . 

You  know,  friends,  if  the  government  (U.S.)  did  not  claim  the  authority 
to  define  us,  we  would  not  be  having  this  conversation  and  a Cherokee 
would  just  be  anybody  regardless  of  color  or  blood  who  lives  among 
Cherokees  or  maintains  ties  to  relatives  who  do. 

Yours  with  a "Here  we  go  again"  sigh, 

Steve  Russell 

"RE : NA  Inventors,  Achievers  and  Games"  

Date:  03  May  1996  08:51:44  -0700 

From:  "Valerie  R Little"  <Valerie . R . Little@jpl . nasa . gov> 

Sub j : NA  Inventors,  Achievers,  and  Games 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

Ya'at'eeh  ta'anoltso  (hello  everyone), 

I'm  writing  to  ask  for  your  help.  Every  year,  let  Propulsion  Laboratory 
(1PL)  sponsors  American  Heritage  Week,  a time  of  sharing  cultures. 

Here  is  what  I need  help  with:  there  are  two  activities  I would  like  for 
the  NA  Group  to  enter,  the  Inventor ' s/Achiever ' s Museum  and  Game  Day.  I 
think  it  would  be  great  for  the  NAs  to  share  and  be  recognized  for  their 
inventions,  achievements,  and  games.  These  two  activities  require 
research,  which  I have  very  little  time  for  right  now.  So,  I'm  sending 
this  email  to  AISESnet  for  ideas  because  I know  this  is  a great  way  to 
reach  NAs.  I also  think  this  is  a great  way  for  us  AISES  people  to  learn 
about  our  people.  Please  send  replies  to  both  AISESnet_General@umt.umt. 
edu  and  email  address  below. 

The  Inventor's/Achiever's  Museum  is  suppose  to  have  10-15  inventions  and 
achievers,  provide  a picture  and  brief  description  of  the  item,  and  maybe 
a picture  of  the  inventor.  Game  Day  we  will  explain  the  game  and 
hopefully  play  the  actual  game. 

Ahehee'  (thank  you),  Valerie 
"Walk  in  Beauty" 
valerie. little@jpl . nasa . gov 
valerie@loop.com 


Here  is  the  second  posting: 

Ya'at'eeh  Steve, 

I appreciate  you  wanting  to  know  more  because  so  far  I haven't  received 
any  replies  from  the  AISESnet  regarding  inventors/achievers  or  games.  I'm 


assuming  that  everyone  is  busy  with  finals  or  work  because  I know  there 
are  many  Native  American  Inventors  and  Achievers.  I think  we  should  be 
very  proud  of  our  people. 

Yesterday,  I meet  with  two  Native  American  ladies  here  at  work  and  we 
shared  ideas.  We  decided  to  use  the  book  'Indian  Givers'  by  lack 
Weatherford,  and  the  'Native  Americans,  Portrait  of  the  People'  by  Duane 
Champane  as  our  two  sources  for  information.  Two  very  good  books. 

Every  year  let  Propulsion  Laboratory  (1PL)  sponsors  an  American  Heritage 
Week,  and  this  year  the  committee  has  added  two  new  activities,  the 
Inventor's/Achiever's  Museum  and  Game  Day.  Normally  we  have  our  Fashion 
Show,  International  Cuisine  Night,  and  lots  of  Entertainment.  This  year  I 
have  the  Hale  Family  (Navajo)  making  Navajo  tacos  and  blue  corn  mush,  and 
for  the  entertainment  I have  Michael  Edmonds  (Wichita/Caddo)  on  Thursday 
night  leading  us  in  NA  Dancing,  and  the  Little  Eagle  Dancers  (from 
Oklahoma/New  Mexico)  for  Monday  lunch  time. 

As  far  as  the  Inventor's/Achiever's  Museum  and  Game  Day  activities 
require  research,  which  I realized  I have  to  make  time  for  since  nobody 
really  wants  to  take  the  initiative.  I'll  fit  it  in  with  my  work  and 
three  finals  coming  up.  Actually  it  is  a great  learning  experience. 

For  the  Inventor's/Achiever's  Museum  we  are  suppose  to  have  10-15 
inventions  and  achievers.  Try  to  provide  a picture,  and  brief  description 
of  the  item  or  person,  and  maybe  a picture  of  the  inventor.  For 
inventions  off  the  top  of  my  head  I was  thinking  of  the  Navajo  Code 
Talkers  code,  and  the  Aztec  astrological  calendar,  Anasazi/Pueblo  ruin  as 
being  the  first  high-rise  apartment  complex  in  American,  the  27  Indian 
named  states,  the  4 great  lakes  names,  and  the  many  cities  names, 
lacrosse,  some  of  our  natural  medicines/herbs  (petroleum  jelly/Vaseline) 
and  of  course  our  favorite  snack  popcorn. 

Game  Day  I will  explain  the  game  and  hopefully  we  can  play  the  actual 
game,  probably  lacrosse. 

I hope  that  you  can  come  up  with  more  ideas,  thanks  again. 

Ahehee',  Valerie 

"Walk  in  Beauty" 

valerie.  little@jpl . nasa . gov 

valerie@loop.com 

"RE : loin  the  Circle"  

Date:  Tue,  07  May  96  13:15:01  EST 
From:  gwelker@mail.lmi.org 

Sub j : loin  the  Circle  (fyi  - Glenn)  Please  forward.  Thanks 

UUCP  email 

We  invite  you  to  join  the  circle  of  those  who  are  creating  a new  human 
presence  in  "The  Americas."  Grounded  in  the  natural  world,  this  new 
culture  envisions  a future  which  is  both  ecologically  sustainable  and 
socially  just.  From  the  17th  to  the  24th  of  November,  we  will  create  a 
ceremonial  village  in  the  Cuauhnahuac  Bioregion  of  Mexico.  Here  in  the 
mountains  and  forests  of  Meztitla,  in  the  free,  constitutional  and  popular 
municipality  of  Tepoztlan,  people  from  all  over  the  western  hemisphere 
will  gather  to  share  their  dreams,  wisdom,  and  experience. The  process  will 
be  participatory,  celebratory,  and  consensus-based.  The  program  will 
include  workshops,  ceremonies,  meetings  and  community  service.  Traditions 
and  technologies,  both  ancient  and  modern,  will  be  woven  together  in  a new 
cosmology  of  peace  and  regeneration. 

For  all  our  relations 
0 MTA  KU  OYASIM 

VI  Consejo  de  Visiones  Guardianes  de  la  Tierra  & VII  Turtle  Island  Bioregional 
Gathering 

Sponsoring  Groups 

Arcoredes;  Learning  Alliance;  C.I.C.S.H.;  Planet  Drum  Foundation;  Centro 
de  Acopio  Texalpan;  Proyecto  Milenio;  Cielo  y Tierra;  Rainbow  Tribal 
Council;  Ecosolar,  A.C.;  Realistic  Living;  Ecodesarrollo,  A.C.;  E.S.A.C.I. 


; Taller  de  Mujeres  Luna  Nueve,  A.C.;  Granjas  Ecologicas  Renovacion; 

Taller  Espacio  Verde;  Grupo  de  Estudios  Ambientales,  A.C.;  Taller  Gota  de 
Agua;  Grupo  Tamu  Tariaticha;  Teopantli  Kalpulli;  Huehuecoyotl,  A.C.; 

Turtle  Island  Office;  Iztac;  Vegetalis;  Viva  Natura,  A.C. 

The  Origin  Story  of  this  Historic  Event 

The  First  Bioregional  Gathering  of  "The  Americas"  represents  the  formal 
coming  together  of  two  powerful  networks:  the  bioregional  movement  of  the 
North  and  the  Earth  Guardian  Vision  Councils  of  the  South.  Years  in  the 
planning,  this  historic  event  is  intended  to  dissolve  old  barriers  to 
communication  and  forge  new  alliances  for  the  future  flourishing  of  the 
places  we  live. 

Bioregionalism  is  a very  old  idea  which  emerged  as  a social  movement  in 
various  places  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  in  the  early  1980s.  In  1984, 
the  first  North  American  Bioregional  Congress  (NABC)  was  held,  bringing 
together  activists  from  all  over  the  North.  In  1988,  representatives  from 
the  Mexican  alternative  network  began  attending  the  congresses.  At  their 
request,  the  term  "North  American"  was  replaced  by  "Turtle  Island,"  an 
ancient  Hopi  name  for  this  continent.  At  the  most  recent  Turtle  Island 
Bioregional  Gathering  (TIBG),  held  in  Kentucky  in  1994,  the  participants 
decided  by  consensus  to  hold  their  seventh  biennial  event  in  Mexico  in 
1996. 

Earth  Guardian  Vision  Councils  have  been  held  in  Mexico  every  year  since 
1991.  Attended  by  members  of  the  green/ecological  network,  indigenous 
communities,  rainbow  and  new  age  groups,  the  events  incorporated  many  of 
the  structural  elements  characteristic  of  bioregional  congresses. 
Bioregionalists  from  the  North  began  coming  to  the  Vision  Councils  in 
1993.  At  the  fifth  Council,  held  in  Dalisco  in  1995,  the  Earth  Guardians 
decided  by  consensus  to  hold  their  next  event  in  conjunction  with  the 
1996  TIBG. 

The  Shared  Vision 

These  co-evolving  movements  share  a vision  of  a world  reinvented  on  the 
basis  of  values  such  as  cooperation,  creativity,  diversity, 
decentralization,  local  empowerment,  economic  justice,  ecological  health, 
the  nurture  of  children,  respect  for  indigenous  traditions,  and  a 
recognition  of  our  connectedness  to  the  non-human  world.  Both  groups 
usually  gather  in  beautiful,  natural  areas,  where  they  spend  a week 
together  in  a temporary  ceremonial  village.  These  gatherings  are  open  to 
everyone,  whatever  their  level  of  experience  or  expertise.  Invariably, 
however,  they  attract  many  strong,  interesting  people  who  are  actively 
working  to  transform  every  aspect  of  the  human  experiment. 

Special  Announcements 

Please  leave  at  home:  all  pets,  guns,  alcohol,  illegal  substances  and 
bad  vibrations. 

Please  bring:  musical  instruments,  homemade  goods  to  sell  or  trade, 
camping  equipment,  your  own  dishes  and  eating  utensils  (reusable), 
biodegradable  soap,  bathing  suit,  flashlight,  an  open  heart,  love  for 
mother  earth  and  all  her  creatures,  the  spirit  of  cooperation  and  your 
family  and  friends.  Language.  All  programs  will  be  presented  in  both 
English  and  Spanish.  Volunteer  translators  are  urgently  needed!  Culture 
Shock.  International  gatherings  inevitably  generate  a certain  amount  of 
culture  shock.  We  will  have  a special  team  of  volunteers,  including  co- 
counselors, to  help  the  puzzled,  homesick,  confused,  and  frustrated  to 
regain  their  equilibrium. 

Getting  There  from  the  North.  Arrangments  are  being  made  for  group 
travel  at  special,  discounted  fares,  from  various  cities  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  Car-pools  and  hospitality  in  border  states  such  as 
Texas  and  Arizona  are  also  being  planned.  If  you  want  more  information, 
or  can  offer  additional  ideas  about  transportation,  please  contact 
Beatrice  Briggs  at  the  Turtle  Island  Office,  4035  Ryan  Road,  Blue  Mounds, 
WI,  53517. 
tel.  608.767.3931 
fax  608.767.3932 


email:  Beabriggs@aol.com. 


Life  in  the  Ceremonial  Village 

Site.  Meztitla  is  a boy  scout  camp  located  in  the  Central  Highlands  of 
Mexico.  Nestled  under  the  rocky  slopes  of  the  Chichi-nautzin  mountains,  in 
the  Rio  Yautapec  watershed,  the  place  is  about  one  hour  by  car  or  bus 
from  Mexico  City  and  40  minutes  from  Cuernavaca.  Meztitla  is  in  the 
political  jurisdiction  of  the  free,  constitutional,  popular  municipality 
of  Tepoztlan,  where  an  intense  struggle  is  taking  place  to  defend  the 
local  ecosystem  and  culture  from  destruction  by  developers  and  multi- 
national interests. 

Accommodations.  Most  people  will  camp  at  Meztitla.  (Tents  and  cots  will 
be  available  for  rental.  Bring  your  own  sleeping  bag.)  A limited  number  of 
rooms  have  been  reserved  at  a nearby  hotel  for  those  who  cannot  camp. 

Food.  Vegetarian  meals  will  be  prepared  by  an  experienced  team  of  local 
women,  assisted  by  participants  in  the  gathering.  A separate  snack  bar 
will  offer  fruit,  juices  and  other  treats  for  sale.  Purified  drinking 
water  will  be  available  in  the  camp. 

Climate.  In  November  the  weather  in  this  part  of  Mexico  is  clear  and  dry. 
Temperatures  will  range  from  75xF/25x  C during  the  day  to  as  low  as 
50xF/10xC  at  night. 

Health.  First  aid,  wholistic  health  care,  and  massage  will  be  available 
in  our  on-site  health  center. 

Children  and  Teens.  Child  care  will  be  available  for  babies  and  toddlers 
up  to  4 years  old.  Special  activities  are  planned  for  children  (ages  4-12) 
and  younths  (ages  13-18) . All  adults  will  be  asked  to  nurture  the  next 
generation  by  helping  with  these  programs. 

Councils  and  Workshops.  To  stimulate  communication  among  participants, 
various  councils  and  committees  will  meet  throughout  the  week.  These 
groups  will  sponsor  workshops,  presented  by  participants  on  a wide  variety 
of  topics,  including:  ecology,  art  and  culture,  health,  spirituality, 
indigenous  traditions,  education,  agriculture,  alternative  communities, 
eco-feminism,  economics,  and  political  action. 

Mens  and  Womens  Circles.  We  will  have  an  opportunity  to  meet  in  these 
special  circles  to  explore  our  identities  as  men  and  women  and  get  to  know 
each  other  better.  Ceremonies.  Beginning  at  sunrise,  each  day  will 
feature  ceremonies,  both  large  and  small,  spontaneous  and  planned.  Bring 
your  instruments,  power  objects  and  ceremonial  clothes,  if  you  have  them. 

Clans.  Every  participant  will  be  assigned  to  a group  of  13  people, 
according  to  their  birthday  in  the  Dreamspell  calendar.  These  clans  will 
meet  daily  to  provide  emotional  support  and  grounding.  Each  clan  will 
also  be  assigned  a daily,  communal  task,  such  as  kitchen  duty,  child  care, 
recycling,  etc. 

Decision-making.  The  whole  group  will  meet  in  plenary  sessions  several 
times  during  the  week.  In  these  meetings,  proposals  concerning  our 
collective  future  will  be  presented  and  discussed,  using  consensus 
process . 

Local  community  involvement.  One  day  of  the  gathering  will  be  dedicated 
to  a community  service  project,  developed  in  conjunction  with  the  people 
of  Tepoztlan. 

Market.  Wherever  people  gather,  trade  occurs.  Our  market  will  offer 
souveniers  of  the  event  and  goods  offered  by  participants  for  sale  or 
barter.  Celebration.  Throughout  the  week  we  will  share  songs  and  stories, 
circle  dances  and  puppet  shows,  videos,  slides,  and  fun.  At  least  one 
evening  will  be  devoted  to  cultural  presentations  from  the  various 
bioregions  represented  at  the  gathering. 

Pre-and  Post  Congress  Activities. 

Accelerated  Spanish  Course 

November  4-9  and  11-16.  A one-week  and  two-week  accelerated  Spanish 
course  for  beginning  and  intermediate  students  will  be  offered  in  Mexico 
immediately  prior  to  the  Bioregional  Gathering.  Students  can  attend 
either  or  both  weeks.  This  residential  course  will  be  held  at  Iztac,  a 
retreat  center  high  in  volcano  country,  near  Mexico  City.  The  teacher, 

Linda  Moller,  is  a native  of  Mexico  who  has  been  developing  the 


Accelerated  Learning  technique  for  over  25  years.  Cost  will  depend  on  the 
number  of  people  enrolled.  Early  registration  is  required  to  ensure  that 
the  course  will  take  place.  Contact  Tad  Montgomery,  PO  Box  C-3, 

Montague,  MA  01351. 

Home  tel:  413.659.2621 
work  tel:  413.772.2438 
email:  tbm@edu.umass.edu 

Mexico  City!  Green  City?!! 

Nov.  9-16.  Spend  the  week  before  the  Congress  exploring  the  largest  city 
on  earth  and  meeting  people  working  on  "green  city"  solutions.  Peter  Berg, 
of  Planet  Drum  Foundation,  will  lead  several  discussions,  as  well  as 
Allison  Lewis,  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Green  City  Coordinator.  $250  fee 
includes  dormitory  accommodations  and  some  meals.  For  information  or 
reservations  contact  3eff  Westergaard,  Casa  de  los  Amigos,  132  Ignacio 
Mariscal,  Mexico  City,  D.F.  06030, 

Mexico. 

Tel  52.5.705.0521. 

Fax  52.5.705.0771. 

email:  amigos@laneta.apc.org. 

Green  Cities:  A lecture  by  Peter  Berg 

Friday,  Nov.  15,  7:30  pm.  A talk  by  one  of  the  liveliest  and  most 
knowledgeable  minds  in  the  bioregional  movement.  In  Mexico  City,  location 
to  be  announced.  Contact  Casa  de  los  Amigos  (see  listing  above)  for 
details . 

Spirituality  and  Activism 

Dec.  4-12.  Decompress  after  the  Congress  at  a retreat  center  near  Mexico 
City.  The  workshop  will  focus  on  "the  liberation  theology  of 
bioregionalism",  the  creation  of  place-based  rituals,  the  influences  of 
world  religious  traditions  on  ecological  activism  and  how  to  express  our 
sense  of  the  sacred  and  living  earth.  On  the  last  day  we  will  join  the 
multitudes  making  a pilgrimage  to  the  Basilica  of  the  Virgin  of  Guadalupe, 
goddess  figure  for  the  Americas.  This  workshop  will  be  participant- 
organized  and  expenses  will  be  kept  to  a minimum(no  more  than  $10  a day) 
with  food  shared.  For  information  or  reservations  contact  3eff 
Westergaard,  as  indicated  for  the  Green  City  workshop. 

New  Years  at  Maruata.  loin  the  rainbow  family  at  the  beach  for  New  Years 
any  time  from  mid-December  on.  Camping  only.  Maruata  is  a small  village  on 
the  Pacific  coast  of  Mexico,  in  the  state  of  Michoacan.  Details  available 
from  the  Turtle  Island  Office  or  at  the  congress. 

Other  ideas?  If  you  would  like  to  organize  a workshop,  tour  or  other 
experience  to  take  place  immediately  before  or  after  the  congress,  let  us 
know. 

Arrival/Departure 

Registration  will  begin  at  12  noon  on  Sunday,  November  17.  The  event 
will  end  after  lunch  (3  pm)  on  Sunday,  November  24.  If  you  plan  to  arrive 
early  (after  12  noon  on  Friday,  Nov  15)  or  stay  late  at  the  camp,  please 
be  prepared  to  help  set  up  or  clean  up. 

Transportation . 

Air.  For  information  about  discount  air  travel  from  US  and  Canadian, 
contact:  Air-Tech  New  England,  413.587.0001.  We  will  try  to  arrange  bus 
transportation  from  the  Mexico  City  airport  to  Meztitla  at  various  times 
on  November  16  and  17,  and  to  the  airport  on  Sunday,  November  24.  There 
will  be  an  additional  charge  for  this  service.  Ride-sharing.  We  will  do 
our  best  to  match  people  up.  Indicate  your  needs  on  the  registration  form. 

Hospitality.  If  you  live  near  the  Mexican  border  and  are  willing  to 
provide  accommodations  for  those  en  route  to  or  from  the  gathering,  or,  if 
you  live  in  Tepoztlan  and  would  like  to  host  visitors  after  the  gathering, 
please  let  us  know  (see  form). 

Registration  and  Fees 

The  various  fees  for  this  event  reflect  the  economic  differences  between 
the  north  and  the  south.  (For  example,  the  minimum  wage  in  the  United 
States  is  about  ten  times  that  of  Mexico,  and  the  Canadian  dollar  is 
worth  about  2/3  of  the  US  dollar.)  Registration  is  for  the  entire  week. 

In  order  to  prepare  the  site  and  plan  the  meals,  preregistration  is 


required  of  everyone,  even  if  you  do  not  pay  in  full  until  you  arrive.  A 
deposit  of  at  least  half  the  fee  is  required  of  those  coming  from  outside 
Mexico  by  November  1,  1996.  Early  payment  (the  sooner  the  better)  will 
help  ease  cash  flow  problems  for  the  site  committee.  Tax-deductible 
contributions,  above  the  basic  registration  fee,  are  urgently  needed  to 
fund  scholarships  for  indigenous  people  and  others.  Fees  include  camping 
(bring  your  own  equipment)  and  meals  for  the  entire  week.  Tent  and  cot 
rental  or  hotel  accommodations  (limited  availability)  are  available  for  an 
additional  cost.  Cancellations  received  in  writing  before  November  1,  1996 
will  receive  an  80%  return  on  amount  paid.  No  refunds  on  cancellations 
received  after  November  1,  1996. 

Before  Sept  1 After  Sept  1 

United  States  and  abroad  $175  USD  $200  USD  Canada  $175  CAN  $200  CAN 
Mexico  $ 70  USD  $ 70  USD 

Children  under  4 years  old:  Free 
Children  4-12:  Half  of  adult  rate 

Extra  fees  (amounts  shown  are  for  the  entire  week)  Tent  rental  (6  people  per 
tent)  $10  USD  per  person  Cot  rental  (bring  your  own  bedding)  $ 5 USD  per 

person  Hotel  $80  USD  per  person 

For  information  in  the  U.S.,  contact  Beatrice  Briggs:  tel  608.767.3931;  fax 
608.767.3932;  e-mail  Beabriggs@aol.com;  mail  Turtle  Island  Office,  4035  Ryan 
Road,  Blue  Mounds,  WI  53517  USA.  Note:  This  office  will  only  accept 
registrations  until  Nov  1,  1996.  After  that,  all  communications  must  go 
directly 

to  Fabio  Manzani  at  Tele/fax  011.52.73  230963;  mail  A.P.  4-253,  Cuernavaca 
62431,  Morelos,  Mexico  or  Cristina  Mendoza  at  011.52.73  951877. 

Registration  Form  (One  adult  per  form.  Please  Print)  First  Name,  Last  Name 
Address 

City,  State,  Zip,  Country 

Telephone  (D) (E) 

fax: e-mail: Birthday 

(day/month/year) 

This  is  my  first  bioregional  gathering.  Children 

Name Birthday 

Name Birthday 

Name Birthday 

Languages  Spoken  (circle  all  that  apply)  English:  none  some  fluent  Spanish: 
none  some  fluent 
Other  (please  specify) 

Skills  I am  willing  to  share 

Translation:  Eng.  to  Span. /Span,  to  Eng. /Other  Consensus  Facilitation: 
plenaries,  small  groups  Documentation:  video/photo/audio/other 
Health  care:  herbal  medicine,  acupuncture,  chiropractic,  massage,  MD,  RN, 
emergency  medicine,  other 

Counseling:  re-evaluation  counseling/other  Workshop  (indicate  title  or  subject) 
AM  Meditations:  yoga,  tai  chii,  eurythmy,  other  Set-up/Clean  up:  I will  arrive 
early/stay  late  to  help. 

Transportation 


I need  a ride  from , leaving (date) 

I can  offer  a ride  to passengers,  from , leaving 

around (date) . 


I will  be  arriving  by  airplane  and  would  like  information  about  group 

transportation  from  Mexico  City  airport. 

Hospitality 

I can  welcome  up  to  people  at  my  home  in  

before/after  the  gathering. 

Id  like  to  stay  in  a home  in  Tepoztlan  after  the  gathering  Payment:  North 

Adult  Registration  fee  $ 

Children  @ $ $ 


Tent  spaces  § $10  USD  $ 

Cot  rental  § $5  USD  $ 

Hotel  reservations  @$  80  USD  per  person  $ Additional  contribution  for 

scholarships  $ Total  due  $ 

Total  enclosed  $ 

Confirmation  of  your  registration  will  be  sent  upon  receipt.  Additional 
information  will  be  sent  closer  to  the  actual  event.  Make  checks  or  money 
orders  (in  US  dollars)  payable  to  Learning  Alliance  and  mail  to: 

Turtle  Island  Office,  4035  Ryan  Road,  Blue  Mounds,  WI  53517  USA. 

For  info,  contact  Beatrice  Briggs,  Turtle  Island  office  at 
Tel:  608.767.3931, 

Fax:  608.767.3932, 
e-mail:  Beabriggs@aol.com 

"RE : Poem:  The  Children  Of  Indians"  

Date:  Sat,  04  May  1996  11:11:09  -0600 
From:  ammsa@netherworld . com 
Sub j : Voices  that  Echo 

UUCP  email 

VOICES  THAT  ECHO  THE  WATER 
VOICES  THAT  CARRY  THE  WING 

-for  Ginger,  Brekah,  Olivia  and  Walks  Softly 
- *for  all  the  Nations* 

-*for  all  the  Women.. and  all  the  Children* 

Singing 

They  are  singing  now. . . 

Those  whose  voices  echo  the  water 
Those  whose  voices  carry  the 

wing 


They  are  singing. . .Yes  they  are  singing 

now 

. . .Yes  we  know  that  the  women 
are  whispering. . . 

Whispering  that  the  time  has 

come 

Whispering  about  the  changes  coming. . . 

About  the  changes  that  are  already 
here 

The  women's  whispers  are  growing 
*louder  and  louder* 

as  across  the  Land  the  Eagle 

Swoops  and  goes  to  fall... 

And  we  will  not  let  you  fall... 
And  the  women  will  not  let  you  fall 

"When  the  hearts  of  the  Women  are  on  the 
ground .. .then  the  Nation  is  conquered" 

*HEAR  ME* 

listen  well 

...for  I am  Dancing  Underneath  You 
Within  your  Sacred  Heart 

...I  am  Singing  Up  Within  You 
Through  your  Sacred  Eyes 

...We  are  Rising  Up  before  You... 


And  I am  Dancing  an  Eagle's 


Song 

the  Women  are  Dancing  the  HeartBreak 

Song. . . 

and  we  swoop  down  under... then  low  to 
the  ground  with  the  Eagle's  Feathers  in  our 
Right  hand... we  are  breathing 
air  back  into  the  fallen  Heart... We 
are  using  this  Sacred  Eagle's  Feather  and  breathing 
a Sacred  Breath  into  the  thin  space  between 

your  Hearts 

and  the  ground 

Singing 

The  Women  are  Singing  ...as  their  soft 
whispers  than  songs  grow  louder  ...Echoing 
through  the  Waters 

Carrying  on  the  wings  the 
words  are  Dancing  Upon  the  Air 

"Rise  Up  Fallen  Warriors 
Rise  Up 

Rise  Up  Fallen  Warriors 

Rise  Up 

Rise  Up  Fallen  Warriors 
Rise  Up" 


*rise* 


*Rise* 

*RISE* 


Singing 

The  Women  are  Singing. . . 

Singing  the  Women  are  Singing. . . 

Those  Whose  Voices  Echo  the  waters 

...Those  Whose  Voices  Carry  the  Wings 

Come  my  Children  Come 
Come  my  People  Come 

Won't  you  please  *take  hand 

take  heart* 


and  Sing  on  this  Song  with  Me... 

Sing  of  these  Songs  with  We... 


and  all  shall  rise 

we  Shall  Rise 

*WE  SHALL 


LIVE 

**AGAII\I** 


(c)  copyright-  AmmSa  Shems-t  Skher  5/2/96  dia  de  Ifa 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/05/02  00:00 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 


Genie  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  May  12-18 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

12 

Never  be  content  with  what  is  --  always  seek  to  realize  what  might  be. 

13 

Never  close  your  mind  to  possibilities. 

14 

The  fruits  of  the  land  sustain  me. 

15 

The  sun  bathes  me  in  its  perfect  warmth. 

16 

All  needs  draw  upon  the  Source  of  mana  within. 

17 

A lei  of  blessings  I weave  for  you. 

18 

Come  to  me  in  the  first  light  of  dawning,  when  all  things  are  begun  anew. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  9 May  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

From:  wasicuwin@aol.com 

Sub j : Kanatsiohareke  Annual  Festival 

Khwee-Khwee 

The  Kanatsiohareke  community  will  hold  its  annual  Festival  on  Dune  22-23. 
On  Saturday,  Dune  22,  there  will  be  Iroquois  social  dances,  visiting 
dancers,  and  a chicken  barbecue. 

On  Sunday,  Dune  23,  there  will  also  be  a quilt  and  crafts  auction. 

During  both  days  there  will  country  music  entertainers;  an  Elvis 
impersonator,  and  horse  drawn  wagon  rides. 

Directions : 

New  York  State  thruway  to  exit  28.  After  toll  booth  make  the  first  Left 
(westbound).  Take  the  next  right  over  the  bridge.  At  the  stop  sign,  make 
a Left  onto  Rte  5.  Follow  Rte  5 seven  miles  to  Kanatsiohareke. 

I'm  happy  to  announce  that  Tom  Porter  seems  to  be  doing  better  and  will  be 
undergoing  a medical  procedure  on  Monday.  He  will  most  likely  be  discharged 
from  the  hospital  before  the  week  is  out. 

Sken:nen  kenhak, 

Sandy 


From:  br975@FreeNet.Carleton.CA  (Dohn  S.  Brack) 

Sub j : 20th  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow  (May  24-26,  1996). 
Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

20th  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow 
"Honouring  First  Nations  Circle" 

Friday,  May  24  to  Sunday,  May  26,  1996 
At  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada 

Everyone  Welcome  - come  and  have  a great  time! 

Feel  free  to  spread  the  word! 


Host  Drum:Stoney  Park  Singers  (1993-94  World  Champion  Pow  Wow) 
Honourary  Drum:  Red  Shadow  Singers 
Hanisha  Singers 
Lake  of  the  Woods  Singers 
Hoop  Dancer:  Gordie  Odjig 
Head  Female  Dancer: Karen  Olsen 
Head  Male  Dancer:Alvin  Copenace 
Master  of  Ceremonies : Peter  White,  Clarence  White 
Honourary  Guests :Gordon  Tootoosis  (North  of  60) 

Elders:  Robin  Greene,  Kathleen  Greene,  Lillian  Pitawanakwat, 
Marie  Peters,  Angus  Pontiac, 

Friday 

Gates  Open:4:00  p.m. 

Admission : Adults  (17yrs.  & up)  $5.00 

Students/Youth  with  I.D.  $5.00 
Grand  Entry  at  6:00  p.m. 

Saturday 

Gates  Open:9:00  a.m. 

Admission : Adults  (17yrs.  & up)  $8.00 

Students/Youth  with  I.D.  $5.00 
Grand  Entry  at  12:00  p.m.  noon  and  at  6:00  p.m. 

Sunday 

Gates  Open:9:00  a.m. 

Admission : Adults  (17yrs.  & up)  $8.00 

Students/Youth  with  I.D.  $5.00 
Grand  Entry  at  12:00  p.m.  noon 

Come,  Experience,  and  Enjoy  * Native  Singing 

* Drumming 

* Dancing 

* Food 

* Arts  & Crafts 

Odawa  Pow  Wow  Committee  1996 

Chairperson:  Doug  Comegan  Co-Chairperson : Carl  Carpentier 
Board  of  Director  Liasion:  Harold  MacDonald 
Staff  Liaison:  Trina  Mather  Elders  Keeper:  Vennessa  David 
Security:  Albert  Dumont  Construction:  Carl  Carpentier 
Volunteer  Co-ordinator:  Peter  Coon  Promotion:  Odawa  Native 
Friendship  Centre  Media  Co-ordinator:  Gord  Bruyere 
Food  Catering/Preparation:  Susan  Heavens 
Dancer/Drum  Registration:  Emily  Ettagiak 
Earth  Keepers:  Aggie  Ettagiak 

Vendor  Registration:  Darrell  Buffalo,  Helen  Moore 
Camper  Registration:  Lesley  Hennessy  Gates:  Katie  Dale 
Fundraising:  Trina  Mather  Treasurer:  Anna  White 
Odawa ' s Corner:  Shirley  Gagnon 
Program:  Doug  Comegan,  Melanie  Achtenberg 
Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow  location: 

Ottawa-Nepean  Tent  & Trailer  Park 
411  Corkstown  Road 
Nepean,  Ontario,  Canada 

Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow  Rain-out  location: 

Bell  Centennial  Arena 
50  Cedarview  Road 
Nepean,  Ontario,  Canada 

For  information  call : (613)722-3811 
Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 
12  Stirling  Avenue 
Ottawa  K1Y  1P8 

Office  Hours:  Mon.-  Fri.,  9:00  am  to  5:00  pm  E.S.T. 

Tel. : (613)722-3811  Fax: (613) -722-4667 
May  24-26: (613)828-7428 


Host  Hotel:  Luxor  Hotel 

350  Moodie  Drive,  Nepean,  Ontario,  Canada 
Tel. : (613)726-1717 
Please  ask  for  Odawa  Pow  Wow  rates 
No  Drugs  No  Alcohol  No  Pets 

The  Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre  and  the  Odawa  Pow  Wow 
Committee  are  not  responsible  for  personal  loss  or  injury. 


From:  Les  Tate  <ltate@HiWAAY. net> 

The  Lawrence  County  (Alabama)  Indian  Education  Program  will  host  the 
Lawrence  County  Indian  Festival  at  the  H.A.  Alexander  Park  in  Moulton, 
Alabama,  on  May  16,  17,  and  18.  Friday  (the  18th)  is  student  day.  For 
more  information  contact  the  Lawrence  County  Indian  Education  Program  at 
(205)  905-2494  or  905-2499. 

Thanks, 

Les  Tate 


Date:  96-05-01  16:12:53  EDT 

From  DAKKASWAN@aol.com  Thu  May  2 15:21:32  1996 

Sub j : Dates  for  Fun,  dates  for  information 

Moundville  Archaeological  Park  is  the  second  largest  Native  North  American 
city.  It  is  located  in  Alabama,  12  miles  south  of  Tuscalossa  next  to  the 
city  of  Moundville.  Many  are  not  aware  of  the  rich  history  and  body  of 
information  held  at  Moundville.  Southeastern  Native  Americans  as  well  as 
many  others  will  find  the  roots  of  many  traditions  in  the  information  from 
Moundville.  For  more  information,  or  to  answer  questions  about  Moundville, 
Email  me  at  GriszBear@aol.com. 

May  2-4,  1996  Moundville  Archaeological  Park  - Noted  Choctaw  potter,  he 
makes  pottery  in  the  old  traditional  way,  Grady  3ohn  from  the  Chucalissa 
Museum  in  Memphis,  Tennessee  will  be  at  Moundville  as  part  of  the  Native 
American  Heritage  days,  Grady  makes  reproductions  of  prehistoric, 

(before  Whiteman's  recorded  history),  Betty  John  will  demonstrate  beadwork. 
See  the  new  Arts  demonstration  center  located  next  to  the  conference  center 

May  7-11,  1996  Famous  writer,  historian,  bowyer  and  reenactor  Butch 
Fuller  will  camp  at  Moundville  as  part  of  Native  Heritage  Days.  Butch  is 
of  Creek  descent,  and  he  portrays  a Creek  Indian  hunter  and  trader  during 
the  late  18th  century.  His  "living  history  camp"  exhibits  period  tools, 
clothing,  weapons,  foods,  and  methods  for  the  young  and  old  alike.  A must 
see.  Butch  will  answer  your  questions  and  demonstrate  various 
period  crafts. 

May  11,  1996  The  17th  annual  Old  Cahawba  Festival  will  be  held  at  the 
Old  Cahawba  Archaeological  State  Park,  12  miles  West  of  Selma,  Alabama. 

The  event  is  from  9-5  Saturday.  For  more  info  contact  the  Welcome  Center, 
334-872-8058.  Follow  highway  22  West  toward  Orrville,  cross  the  Cahaba 
River,  turn  left  on  County  Road  #9  and  follow  the  signs. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Donna  Hales(Muskogee  Phoenix)  via  Linda  and  Marvin  Summerfield(Cherokee 
Observer)  via  Eric  Brunner,  Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr.,  Walks  Softly, 

Steve  Russell,  lanet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  AmmSa  Shems-t  Skher, 

Robin  Silver,  Valerie  Little,  Dr.  Larry  Gould  via  Marianne  Nielsen, 

Mark  D.  Fiddler  via  Alan  Mandell,  Timm  Severud,  Timothy  D.  Coleman, 
Mohawk  Nation  Office  at  Kahnawake,  Feather  Eaglerock,  Susan  Odonnel, 
Bernadette  Chato,  lack  Hicks,  Glenn  Welker 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  9 May  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

From:  jomeara@cs-acad-lan . lakeheadu . ca  (John  O'Meara) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Aboriginal  Resource  and  Research  Centre  at  Lakehead  University 
presents  its  Second  Biennial: 

ABORIGINAL  PEOPLES'  CONFERENCE 

Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday 
October  18,  19,  20,  1996 

Conference  to  be  held  at  Lakehead  University 
Thunder  Bay,  Ontario  Canada 

SECOND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS  AND  PRESENTATIONS 
+A11  proposals  will  be  considered* 

Suggested  areas  include,  but  are  not  limited  to: 

+ Economic  development 
+ Health  Issues 
+ Treaties/Land  Issues 
+ Gaming 

+ First  Nations  Languages 
+ History 
+ Anthropology 
+ Archaeology 
+ Art 

+ Political  Issues  and  Strategies  for  Renewal  of  First  Nations  Governance 
+ Literature 
+ Education 

+ Cultural  and  Spiritual  Traditions 

- Selected  Papers  and  abstracts  of  all  presentations  will  be  published 
in  a conference  proceedings  - 

Submission  guidelines: 

Prospective  presenters  are  invited  to  submit  abstracts  for  papers  in 
subject  areas  relating  to  Aboriginal  peoples.  Proposals  for  complete 
sessions  or  panels  on  particular  topics  or  themes  will  be  considered  as 
well  as  proposals  for  individual  papers. 

EACH  PROPOSAL  MUST  CONTAIN: 

- abstract  of  paper  (150  words  or  less) 

- name  and  title  of  presentation  and  author 

- name,  address,  telephone/fax  of  presenter 

- biographical  note  (50  words  or  less) 

- special  requirements  for  presentation 
SUBMIT  PROPOSALS  TO: 

Dr.  Douglas  A.  West 
Dept,  of  Political  Science 
Lakehead  University 
955  Oliver  Road 
THUNDER  BAY,  ON 
CANADA  P7B  5E1 
Phone:  807-343-8304 
Fax:  346-7831 

Electronic  mail  queries  to:  Doug.West@Lakeheadu.ca 
DEADLINE  FOR  SUBMISSION:  AUGUST  1,  1996 


John  O'Meara 

Native  Language  Instructors'  Program 

Faculty  of  Education 

Lakehead  University 

Thunder  Bay,  ON 

Canada 

P7B  5E1 

807-343-8054 

FAX:  807-346-7746 

E-mail : jomeara(3cs_acad_lan . Lakeheadu . ca 


Date:  Wed,  8 May  1996  16:51:31  -0400 

From:  ecrowley@ci. Shrewsbury. ma. us  (Edward  Crowley) 

Sub j : Eastern  Delaware  Nations  POW-WOW  (Forksville,  PA,  14-16  3une) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Eastern  Delaware  Nations  POW-WOW 
Dune  14,  15,  16,  1996 

Field  at  the  Sullivan  County  Fairgrounds 
Forksville,  Pennsylvania  18616 

For  information  call  (717)  924-9082 

Traders  & Craftsmen,  Dewelry,  Art, 

Knives,  Furs,  Blankets,  Food,  etc, 
all  three  days  from  10  AM 
Admission:  $4.00,  under  12  free 
call  for  group  rates 

* Cedar  Tree  Singers 

* Dancers 

* Red  Flawk  Singers 

* Storytelling 

Friday  - Dune  14  - 10AM  - 8:30PM 

Traders  & craftsmen,  jewelry,  art,  knives, 
furs,  blankets,  food 
Special  : Young  Peoples  Program 
Saturday  - Dune  15  - 10AM  - 8:30PM 

Traditional  Grand  Entry  : 12  noon 
Native  American  Drumming  And  Dancing 
12-2,  4-5,  7-8 

Sunday  - Dune  16  - 10AM  - 6PM 

Native  American  Drumming  And  Dancing 
Competition  12-2,  4-5 
Closing  Ceremony 

I should  be  helping  out  this  year,  stop  and  say  hello. 

Hope  to  see  everyone  there.  Wanishi 
Ed 


Date:  May  6,  1996  10:32  AM  PDT 

From:  Denni .Woodwar d@Forsyt he. Stanford . EDU 

Sub j : Native  American  Awareness  Week 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

It's  NATIVE  AMERICAN  AWARENESS  WEEK! 

Students,  staff,  faculty,  alumni,  families,  and  f riends ...  please 
come  and  enjoy  a bit  of  American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  cultures. 
(In  addition  to  the  events  listed  below,  the  Stanford  Chapter  of  the 
American  Indian  Science  and  Engineering  Society  should  be  sponsoring 
an  exhibit  of  Native  American  art  to  be  displayed  at  Tresidder!) 

We  hope  to  see  you  there! 

Monday,  May  6 

Ind'an  Movie  Night 
7:00PM  at  the 

Native  American  Cultural  Center 


Imagining  Indians,  Dance  Me  Outside,  and  maybe  Once  Were 
Warriors  - with  popcorn,  sodas,  and  snacks.  Sponsored  by  the 
American  Indian  Staff  Forum  and  Stanford  Native  American  Graduate 
Students . 

Tuesday,  May  7 

Native  Poetry  Night 

5:00PM  at  the 

Coffee  House  - Open  Mike 

Robert  Aloysius,  Yupik  Elder 
7:00PM  at  the  Theme  House, 

Muwekma-Tah-Ruk 

In  conjunction  with  the  House  sponsored  Undergraduate  Seminar,  elder 
Robert  Aloysius  will  speak  on  Native  healing  and  other  aspects  of 
his  Yupik  culture.  Sponsored  by  the  residents  of  Muwekma  House. 

Wednesday,  May  8 

Harjo  and  Westerman:  An  Evening  of  Poetry  and  Music 
7:30PM  at  the 
Lagunita  Dining  Hall 

Suzan  Harjo  and  Floyd  Westerman  will  fill  the  evening  with 
thoughtful  poetry,  inspiring  songs,  and  lively  stories!  Sponsored 
by  the  Stanford  American  Indian  Organization  and  the  Haas  Center  for 
Public  Service. 

Thursday,  May  9 

Native  Health  Issues  Day 
Various  times  at  the 
Stanford  Medical  School  M-104 

At  noon.  Dr.  Ben  Mun~eta  will  speak  on  Access  to  Care  as  a Risk 
Factor  for  Chronic  Disease  in  Native  American  Communities.  A panel 
will  discuss  Native  health  care  in  the  Bay  Area  at  5:30,  Dr.  Gerald 
Ignace,  Association  of  American  Indian  Physicians  will  speak  at 
6:30,  followed  by  a reception.  Sponsored  by  the  Stanford  American 
Indian  Medical  Students,  the  Center  for  Excellence,  and  the  Pfeiffer 
Foundation . 

Friday,  May  10 

Club  SKAM 

10:00PM  at  the  Theme  House, 

Muwekma-Tah-Ruk 

Dance  music  by  Brian  Frejo  in  Celebration  of  SAIO's  25th  Anniversary 
sponsored  by  the  Powwow  Committee,  the  Alaska  Native  Students 
Association,  the  Stanford  American  Indian  Organization,  the 
residents  of  Muwekma,  SNAGS,  and  SKAM. 

Friday-Sunday,  May  10-12 

25th  Annual  SAIO  Powwow 
7:00PM-Midnight  on  Friday, 

11:00AM-Midnight  on  Saturday,  and 
11 :00AM- 6 :00PM  on  Sunday  at  the 
Eucalyptus  Grove,  Galvez  & Campus  Drive 


From:  ac613@sfn . saskatoon . sk. ca  (Paco) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

1996  International  SSHRC  Summer  Institute  (Dune  27-Duly  7) 
Cultural  Restoration  of  Oppressed 
Indigenous  Peoples 

Hosted  by  the  Aboriginal  Organizing  Team 
Humanities  Research  Unit, 

University  of  Saskatchewan  , Saskatoon 
Schedule 


Summer  Institute  registration : Wednesday,  Dune  26,  1996 
Traveling  day  home:  Sunday  Duly  7,  1996 
Purpose  of  the  Institute 

1.  To  explore  the  current  knowledge  and  efforts  for  cultural  restoration 
and  to  enable  new  methodologies,  conceptual  designs  and  approaches  for 
implementing  healing  of  Indigenous  peoples  from  within  their  ecologies; 

2.  To  animate  a vigorous  research  agenda  and  appropriate  publications 
that  move  from  existing  experience  of  colonization  to  theory; 

3.  To  originate  a relevant  and  significant  interdisciplinary  research 
network  to  nourish  and  sustain  the  theme  during  the  UN  Decade  of 
Indigenous  Peoples,  1995-2004  and  beyond;  and 

4.  To  stimulate  post-colonial  scholarship  by  inspiring  the  formation  of 
new  research  topics  and  procedures  among  graduate  students  in  social 
science  and  humanities. 

Agenda 

Dune  25  Travel,  Arrival,  Greetings,  Accommodations,  Sweat 
Dune  26  Belonging:  Registration,  tours,  introductions, 
readings  of  prepared  materials,  informal  talks. 

Dune  27-29  Unfolding  of  themes,  keynotes,  discussions, 

nourishments,  talking  circles,  dinners  and  cultural 
entertainment . 

Dune  30  Spiritual  activities,  reflections,  tours,  walks, 

nourishments,  talking  circles,  dinners  and  cultural 
entertainment . 

Duly  6 Creating  a Research  Agenda  and  Network, 

evaluation,  dinner,  certificate  presentations. 

Duly  7 Traveling  and  Homecoming  Ceremonies 

Featuring  Four  Themes  and  Guest  Speakers 

The  moderator  of  the  Program:  Professor  Leroy  Little  Bear  Director  of 
Native  American  Studies  at  the  University  of  Lethbridge  is  a member  of  the 
Blackfoot  Nation. 

Post  Colonial  Mappers:  Erica-Irene  Daes,  Chairperson,  Working  Group  on 
Indigenous  Populations;  Russel  Barsh,  University  of  Lethbridge,  Williensen 
Diaz,  Guatemala-Costa  Rica. 

Post  Colonial  Diagnosticians:  Asha  Varadharafan,  Ted  Chamberlain 
Post-colonial  Imaginators:  Amethyst  First  Rider,  Louise  Halfe,  Linda 
Hogan,  Helga  Lomosits 

Post-colonial  Healers:  Timoti  Karetu,  Maori  Language  Commissioner,  D. 
Hawkmoon  Alford,  Eber  Hampton,  Dr.  Grejory  Cajete,  Rigoberta  Menchu  Turn, 
Ted  Moses,  Alexander  Denny,  Harold  Cardinal,  Mary  Ellen  Turpel,  David 
Ricketts  Kingfisher,  Eduardo  Duran. 

Who  should  attend? 

International  Indigenous  and  non-Indigenous  scholars,  diagnosticians, 
healers,  imaginators,  and  graduate  students  of  contemporary  Indigenous 
scholarship 

Fees 

Summer  Institute  Registration  Fee:  $500  + 7%GST.  It  includes  tuition  and 
Institute  materials. 

Who,  Where  to  send? 

Send  cheque  payable  to  University  of  Saskatchewan  and  registration  form 
to  Dr.  Marie  Battiste,  International  Summer  Institutes,  Dept,  of 
Educational  Foundations,  University  of  Saskatchewan,  Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan  S7N  0X1 

Accommodation  fee:  Participants  will  be  housed  in  the  residences  on  campus 
with  meals  provided  in  the  adjoining  Marquis  Hall  at  a rate  of  $52/day, 
inclusive  of  lodging  and  three  meals  per  day,and  full  use  of  campus 
recreational  facilities. 

Local  hotel,  if  desired,  may  be  secured  at  rates  listed  in  email 
home  page:  http://www.usask.ca/education/jw/MENU.HTM 


Cancellation  fee:  Cancellation  received  after  Dune  15  will  be  subject  to  a 
$100  cancellation  fee.  Cancellations  received  on  or  after  Dune  15,  1996 
will  be  charged  the  full  registration  fee. 


The  cancellation  fees  are  not  applicable  if  a substitute  is  provided. 
Summer  institute  size  is  limited  to  150  participants.  Cheques  payable  to 
University  of  Saskatchewan  should  include  your  name  and  program  name. 

Name  Please  send  information. 

Title  

Organization  Please  register  me  for 

Address  

U of  S housing  

City/Province  Gender:  Male Female 

Postal  Code Single  or  dble  room  occupancy 

Telephone Arrival  date  and  time 

Fax Departure  date  and  time 

Email  

Scholarship  Opportunities 

Graduate  student  registration  fee:  $250. 

Graduate  students  pro-rated  fee  and  bursaries  are  also  available. 

For  further  information,  write,  fax  or  call  the  Director  of  the  Institute, 
Marie  Battiste. 

Save  on  airfare  costs 

For  more  information,  call  Sinfonia  Travel,  Ltd., 

Midtown  Plaza 
Saskatoon,  SK.  S7K  1D9 
Fax:  (306)  652-0990 
Toll  free:  (800)  667-6961 

More  information?  Distance  sites? 

The  Web  home  page  for  the  institute  can  be  found  at: 

http : //www.  usask.  ca/ education/jw/MENU  .FITM 

To  register  or  to  receive  more  information 
Contact:  Dr.  Marie  Battiste,  Institute  Director 
Dept,  of  Ed  .Found.  University  of  Saskatchewan 
Saskatoon,  Sk.  S7H  3Z3 

(306)  966-7576  office  (306)  966-7020  fax 


From:  dpowles@ccgate.sos.state.il. us  (DeeAnn  Powless) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  American  Indian  Society  of  St.  Louis  presents  the  14th  annual  American 
Indian  Days  Pow  Wow. 

May  17th,  18th  & 19th,  1996  at  Defferson  Barracks  Park  - St.  Louis,  MO. 
Host  Northern  Drum 

Mandaree  Singers  - Mandan,  Hidatsa,  Arikara,  New  Town,  North  Dakota 
Host  Gourd  Drum 

Eagle  Heart  Singers  - Independence,  MO. 

Head  Staff 

EMCEE:  Archie  Mason  Dr.  - Osage/Cherokee,  Tulsa,  OK 
Head  Man  Dancer:  Thomas  Muskrat  - Cherokee,  Stillwell,  OK 
Head  Lady  Dancer:  Ramona  Mason  - Creek,  Tulsa,  OK 
Head  Gourd  Dancer:  TBA 

Arena  Director:  Dosh  Williamson  - SAC/FOX,  Cushing,  OK 
CONTEST  DANCING 

Demonstration  Dancing 
Gourd  Dancing 
Traders 


Open  to  the  public 

buffalo  burgers  and  other  taste  treats 
Bring  lawn  chairs 

Absolutely  no  drugs  or  alcohol  permitted 
Not  responsible  for  accidents  or  thefts 
For  additional  information  contact: 

The  American  Indian  Society  of  St.  Louis 
phone:  (314)  849-6474 
address:  6651  Gravois 

St.  Louis,  MO  63116 
POW  WOW  WILL  BE  HELD  RAIN  OR  SHINE 

"RE : NY  State  Taxation  Issue"  

Date:  Mon,  6 May  1996  13:22:04  -0500 
From:  cbenedic@prairie.nodak.edu  (Cindy  B.) 

Sub j : NY  State  Taxation  Issue  - URGENT 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I've  been  asked  to  get  the  word  out  on  this  important  issue...  Please  post, 
thank  you. 

From:  mnation@axess.com 

Date:  Mon,  06  May  1996  12:45:07  -0400 

Organization:  Mohawk  Nation  Office  at  Kahnawake 

To:  cbenedic@prairie.NoDak.edu 

Subject:  NY  State  Taxation  Issue 

Please  post  this,  we  are  trying  to  get  as  much  support  as  possible.  Try 
to  get  to  the  rally.  Thanks,  Yowennakon 

May  3,  1996 

URGENT  - URGENT  - URGENT 

Indigenous  Nations  Ask  for  International  Support  for  Economic  Freedom  in 
New  York  State 

She : kon 

We  are  extremely  concerned  that  New  York  State  Governor  George  Pataki,  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  is  preparing  to  violate  solemn  treaties  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Six  Nations.  On  Tuesday,  May  14th  1996,  the  First 
Nations  People  are  going  to  have  a rally  in  Albany,  New  York  before  the 
State  Capitol  Building  froml0:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m.  We  are  asking  you  to 
stand  with  us  in  unity  by  having  a rally  at  the  same  time  in  front  of  the 
American  Embassy  in  your  country. 

Background:  New  York  State  Governor  George  Pataki  and  Tax  Commissioner 
Michael  Urbach  announced  on  February  16th  1996  that  they  would  begin 
collecting  sales  tax  on  gasoline  and  cigarettes  in  Duly  1996.  This  violates 
solemn  treaties  enacted  between  the  United  States  and  the  Six  Nations 
Iroquois  Confederacy  in  1794,  1789  and  1794  that  each  nation  shall  retain 
its  own  sovereignty.  Also  violated  is  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  states,  ...and  all  treaties  made,  or  which  will  be  made, 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land;...  In  particular,  the  1794  Treaty  of  Canandaigua  provides  that  only 
the  United  States  Government  can  negotiate  with  the  people  of  the  Six 
Nations  on  any  important  matter  that  affects  the  people  or  threatens  the 
peace . 

Urbach  issued  an  ultimatum  to  the  Iroquois  and  Algonquin  nations  of  120 
days  ending  Duly  5th  1996  by  which  time  they  must  sign  a State  Tax  Compact 
or  face  the  consequences.  The  consequences  are  a military  attack,  code 
named  Gallant  Piper,  whereby  the  New  York  State  National  Guard  would  help 
the  New  York  State  Police  invade  the  Indian  territories  to  collect  State 
taxes  on  the  sale  of  gasoline,  alcohol,  tobacco  and  gaming  revenues. 

A formal  complaint  has  been  filed  with  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  inform  New  York  State  that  they  do  not  have  the  authority  to  violate 


solemn  treaties  made  with  the  United  States  and  to  immediately  rescind  their 
120-day  ultimatum. 

For  more  information  contact:  Mohawk  Territory  - Phillip  Tarbell 
518-358-3044;  Unkechaug  Territory  - Harry  Wallace  516-281-4143;  Native 
Business  Association  - Ross  L.  3ohn  Sr.  716-549-0090;  Mohawk  Nation  Office 
Kahnawake  M.T.  514-635-5595;  Mohawk  Anti-tax  Steering  Committee  518-358-3241. 

"RE : NAs  and  the  Dustice  System"  

Date:  Mon,  6 May  1996  11:45:07  -0700 
From:  m.nielsen@nau.edu  (Marianne  Nielsen) 

Sub j : "Native  Americans  and  the  Dustice  System"  - Call  for  Papers 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Hello--Dr.  Larry  Gould  asked  me  to  post  this  in  the  hope  that  it  might  get  a 
wider  dissemination.  If  you  belong  to  any  other  listservers  that  this  might 
be  appropriate  for,  please  pass  it  on.  Thanks.  Marianne. 

Call  for  Papers 

Special  Edition  of  the  Dournal  of  Contemporary  Criminal  Dustice 
"Native  Americans  and  the  Dustice  System"  (Tentative  Title) 

Submission  Date  No  Later  Than  Dune  30,  1997 
Publication  Date  is  Dan  1998 

Suggested  topics  include  but  are  not  limited  to: 

Legal  issues;  Native  Gangs;  Urban  Dustice  Issues;  Environmental  Law; 
Policing;  Native  Women's  Issue  in  the  Dustice  System;  Courts;  Corrections; 
Self  Determination  in  the  Dustice  System;  Gaming/Gambling;  and.  Native 
Americans  as  victims,  offenders  or  as  workers. 

Submissions  should  be  sent  to: 

Larry  A.  Gould,  Ph.D. 

Department  of  Criminal  Dustice 
Northern  Arizona  University 
Box  15005 

Flagstaff,  AZ  86011-5005 

For  Information: 

E-Mail:  Larry.Gould@NAU. EDU 
Voice:  (520)  523-9508 
FAX:  (520)  523-6777 
Larry  A.  Gould,  Ph.D. 

Department  of  Criminal  Dustice 
Northern  Arizona  University 
Box  15005 

Flagstaff,  AZ  86001-5005 
(520)  523-9508  (Voice) 

(520)  523-6777  (FAX) 

Larry .Gould@NAU. EDU 

"RE;  white  Earth  Conspiracy  Trial"  

Date:  Sat,  4 May  1996  13:16:28  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : white  earth  conspiracy  trial  begins 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

We  have  received  permission  from  Bill  Lawrence,  publisher  of  the  Native 
American  Press/Ojibwe  News,  and  reporters,  Deff  Armstrong  of  Bemidji  and 
Gary  Blair  of  Blaine  to  post  articles  relating  to  the  leadership  crisis 
taking  place  in  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe. 


Native  American  Press/Ojibwe  News 
May  2,  1996 

By  Gary  Blair 

Dury  selection  was  completed  this  week  in  the  trial  of  the  White  Earth 
Reservations ' s notorious  Darrel  "Chip"  Wadena  gang. 

Charged  last  fall  in  a 44-count  federal  felony  indictment  were  the 
gang's  leader,  tribal  chairman  Darrell  "Chip"  Wadena,  secretary/treasurer 
Derry  Rawley  and  council  member  Rick  Clark.  Wadena  was  charged  with  bid 
rigging,  receiving  kickbacks,  income  tax  evasion  and  money  laundering. 

Rawley  and  dark  were  charged  with  similar  offenses,  including  election 
fraud . 

Also  indicted  for  election  fraud  was  Wadena's  pair  election  judge, 
Carley  "Baby  Dali"  Dasken  and  two  public  notaries,  Henry  "Crock"  Harper  and 
Leech  Lake  enrollee  Peter  Pequette. 

Harper  was  not  present  in  court  for  the  jury  selection,  but  will 
stand  trial  at  a later  date.  His  attorney  reported  to  the  court  that  Harper 
is  suffering  from  a heart  ailment. 

[Dury  selection  was  delayed  for  a week,  when  chairman  Wadena  was 
hospitalized  for  "a  heart  ailment.  Leech  Lake  conspiracy  trial  was  also 
postponed  when  secretary  treasurer  Dan  brown  was  hospitalized  for  a heart 
ailment . " ] 

Seated  at  the  defense  table  for  the  start  of  jury  selection  on 
Monday  were  Chip,  Rawley,  Clark,  Baby  Doll,  and  Pequette.  Also  seated 
among  the  gang  members  were  eight  attorneys  and  a juror  analyst  who  helped 
pick  the  jury. 

Seven  of  the  eight  defense  lawyers  present  were  retained  with 
reservation  funds.  Pequette 's  attorney  is  a public  defender.  Three  of  the 
attorneys  are  representing  Chip. 

The  trial  is  scheduled  to  start  on  May  13,  1996,  at  9:00  a.m.  and  is 
expected  to  last  four  to  six  weeks.  A group  of  tribal  members  say  they  plan 
to  protest  against  Wadena  in  front  of  the  federal  courthouse  in  St.  Paul  on 
the  day  the  trial  starts. 

Wadena  told  a Duluth  News  Tribune  reporter  four  years  ago,  after  he 
declared  himself  an  election  winner  for  the  fourth  time,  "To  the  winner 
goes  the  spoils:  the  rest  can  suck  eggs!"  Demonstrators  plan  to  carry  signs 
that  read:  "Who  is  sucking  eggs  now.  Chip?" 

Prosecutors  say  they  plan  to  introduce  over  800  documents  during 
the  trial  and  could  potentially  call  more  than  300  witnesses. 

The  courtroom  will  once  again  be  equipped  with  high-tech  video 
equipment,  similar  to  the  type  used  at  bingo  games  to  help  players  see  the 
number  on  the  monitors.  Only  this  time  the  monitors  will  be  used  to  show 
the  paper  trail  of  Chip's  gang. 

With  tribal  elections  scheduled  for  Dune  11,  a verdict  may  not 
occur  before  that  date.  However,  Chip  has  already  been  quoted  by  the  media 
as  saying  he's  the  "man  to  beat."  Wadena  has  rehired  the  indicted  Baby 
Dali  as  this  year's  election  judge,  apparently  planning  to  steal  another 
election . 

The  election  fraud  indictments  involved  the  reservation's  off-year 
election  two  years  ago,  in  which  Chip  was  not  a candidate.  A federal 
probe  revealed  that  deceased  tribal  embers 's  names  were  used  on  some  of  the 
absentee  ballots  and  that  other  tribal  members  had  voted  twice,  once  in 
person  and  once  on  fraudulent  absentee  ballots  sent  through  the  U.S.  Mail. 

Relatives  of  one  of  the  deceased  say  federal  authorities  told  them 
that  the  name  of  the  Sharon  (Sargent)  Boyd  had  been  used  in  the  election 
fraud  ever  since  her  death  over  ten  years  ago.  Another  deceased  tribal 
member's  name  that  was  used  in  the  election  fraud  scheme  for  over  15  years. 

Reports  coming  from  White  Earth  say  Chip  has  threatened  to  kick 
tribal  members  off  the  reservation  if  they  attend  the  trial.  White  Earth 
residents  the  PRESS  spoke  with  say  they  plan  to  pack  the  federal  courtroom 
in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota  the  13th. 

Additional  reports  from  White  Earth  say  Wadena  has  been  telling 
tribal  members  that  he  alone  has  a gaming  compact  with  Minnesota  Governor 
Arne  Carlson,  and  that  if  he  is  not  elected  they  could  lose  the 


reservation's  Shooting  Star  casino  to  investors.  Wadena  is  also  reportedly 
threatening  to  close  the  casino  if  he  is  not  re-elected,  and  has  suggested 
that  termination  might  follow  his  removal  from  office. 

The  press  has  a copy  of  the  White  Earth  gaming  agreement.  That 
compact  says  the  gaming  agreement  is  between  the  state  and  the  White  Earth 
people.  Also  apparent  in  Chip's  remarks  is  his  belief  that  he  owns  the 
offices  of  White  Earth  Tribal  chairman.  Others  say  Wadena  knows  he  will 
not  be  safe  on  the  reservation  if  he  is  convicted  and  he  does  not  want  to 
face  that  uncertainty. 

feather  eaglerock,  leech  lake  rez 

english  is  a foreign  language,  reclaim  the  language  of  your  people  and 
send  it  to  the  future  as  your  gift  to  your  grandchildren's  grandchildren, 
di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 

"RE : White  Earth  Treaty  Rights  Case"  

Date:  Mon,  6 May  1996  15:32:52  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub  j : white  earth  treaty  rights  case 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

While  lawyers,  paid  with  tribal  funds,  work  to  defend  white  earth  leaders 
on  trial  for  conspiracy,  and  work  on  appeals  for  convicted  Leech  Lake 
leaders,  Leonard  Butcher,  White  Earth  enrollee,  reported  today  to  the 
courthouse  in  Bagley,  Minnesota  to  begin  serving  10  days  in  jail,  as  a 
result  of  hunting  during  White  Earth  hunting  season  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  White  Earth  reservation.  At  the  time  of  his  arrest,  Mr.  Butcher's 
hunting  rifle  was  also  confiscated  by  a state  warden.  (Same  state  warden 
is  now  facing  charges,  himself,  of  hunting  moose  from  an  airplane).  Mr. 
Butcher  is  a traditional  Anishinabe.  He  hunts  to  provide  for  his  family 
and  for  many  of  the  elders. 

There  have  been  some  who  have  posted  to  us,  saying  that  hunting  with  a 
rifle  is  not  traditional,  however,  providing  for  your  family  and  for  the 
elders,  is  about  as  traditional  as  you  can  get!  The  tribal  leaders  here  do 
not  have  this  concern,  and  clearly,  protecting  treaty  rights  are  not  a 
priority  to  tribal  leaders  either.  There  is  a high  unemployment  rate  among 
our  Indian  people  in  this  area,  due  to  the  racism  in  the  surrounding 
non-Indian  communities,  and  to  the  nepotism  practiced  in  hiring  on  the 
reservation . 

Feather  Eaglerock,  Leech  Lake  Rez 

english  is  a foreign  language,  reclaim  the  language  of  your  people  and 
send  it  to  the  future  as  your  gift  to  your  grandchildren's  grandchildren, 
di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 

"RE;  Federal  Cabinet  OK's  Nunavut"  — - 

Date:  Wed,  1 May  1996  14:34:05  -0800 
From:  jhicks@nunavut . ca  (lack  Hicks) 

Sub j : Federal  Cabinet  OK's  (&  Funds!)  Nunavut 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Hi  everyone, 

I submitted  the  following  brief  article  for  publication  in  Sermitsiaq,  and 
thought  that  those  of  you  outside  Greenland  might  also  be  interested. 

My  perception  of  how  important  Nunavut  is  (not)  on  the  national  stage  was 
reinforced  by  the  fact  that  the  Minister's  press  conference  received  no 
coverage  on  last  night's  national  TV  news  and  not  even  a paragraph  in  our 
self-proclaimed  'national  newspaper',  the  Globe  and  Mail. 

Oh  well  --  it  was  certainly  big  (and  good)  news  in  Nunavut. 


Happy  May  Day,  everyone! 
Hack  Hicks 


NUNAVUT  RECEIVES  THE  'GREEN  LIGHT'  FROM  THE  CANADIAN  GOVERNMENT 
Ottawa  --  May  1,  1996 

Canada's  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development,  the  Hon.  Ron 
Irwin,  yesterday  announced  the  details  of  a federal  cabinet  decision 
detailing  how  --  and  at  what  cost  --  the  Nunavut  Territory  and  government 
will  be  created  over  the  next  four  years. 

The  creation  of  Nunavut  on  April  1,  1999  had  previously  been  a political 
commitment  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  Canada,  but  with  this 
announcement  the  long-standing  Inuit  political  goal  is  guaranteed  to  happen 
on  schedule. 

The  cabinet  has  officially  declared  Iqaluit  the  future  capital  of  Nunavut, 
rubber-stamping  the  results  of  a plebiscite  held  December  11,  1995  in  which 
60.2%  of  the  voters  supported  Iqaluit  over  Rankin  Inlet. 

"In  honouring  the  government's  commitment  to  create  Nunavut  as  a new 
territory,  the  government  supports  Nunavut  residents'  decision  to  make 
Iqaluit  their  capital,"  Mr.  Irwin  said.  "Naming  the  seat  of  the  new 
territorial  government  is  critical  to  the  planning,  design  and  other 
arrangements  necessary  to  ensure  government  facilities  are  in  place  by 
1999.  " 

$150  million  will  be  provided  by  the  federal  government  over  the  next  four 
years  to  cover  costs  associated  with  the  creation  of  the  new  territory  and 
government  --  substantially  less  than  previous  estimates  had  said  would  be 
required . 

"It's  as  far  as  we  go,"  Mr.  Irwin  told  the  press.  "Listen  --  $150  million 
is  a lot  of  money.  It's  the  nature  of  the  beast  in  the  '90s  that  government 
budgets  are  reducing." 

The  federal  cabinet  essentially  approved  a detailed  package  of 
recommendations  developed  by  the  federal  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  and 
Northern  Development  (DIAND).  That  package  was  based  on  the  work  of  the 
Nunavut  Implementation  Commission  (NIC),  a 10-person  advisory  body  chaired 
by  veteran  Inuit  leader  John  Amagoalik.  The  NIC's  first  report,  'Footprints 
in  New  Snow',  was  released  just  over  a year  ago  and  met  with  generally 
positive  reviews. 

Among  the  recommendations  announced  yesterday  were: 

- the  headquarters  of  the  Nunavut  Government  will  consist  of  600  people. 

150  will  be  in  place  on  April  1,  1999  with  the  rest  coming  on  stream  during 
the  first  year  of  the  new  government. 

- the  government  will  be  decentralized,  with  as  many  jobs  as  possible  being 
located  outside  Iqaluit  in  as  many  as  10  other  communities. 

- an  Interim  Commissioner  will  be  selected  this  summer.  This  critical 
position  will  be  the  embryo  of  the  new  government,  with  signing  authority 
for  construction  contracts,  staff  recruitment  labour  agreements,  etc. 

- $50  million  will  be  spent  on  office  facilities,  community  inf rastructure 
and  staff  housing,  through  a partnership  between  the  federal  Department  of 
Public  Works  and  a consortium  of  Inuit  corporations.  An  additional  $120 
million  in  office  facilities  and  housing  will  be  required,  but  these  will 

be  built  by  the  private  sector  and  leased  to  the  new  government. 

- $40  million  will  be  spent  on  a training  strategy  intended  to  insure  that 
Inuit  fill  50%  of  the  jobs  created  in  1999  --  including  50%  of  management 
positions . 

"While  infrastructure  is  important,  the  keys  to  success  in  Nunavut  are  job 
creation,  economic  growth  and  training,"  Mr.  Irwin  stressed.  "This 
initiative  will  help  reduce  unemployment  and  dependence  on  social 
assistance  in  the  region,  and  will  create  spin-off  benefits  for  southern 
Canada . " 

The  federal  cabinet  also  agreed  that  it  will  make  further  decisions 
regarding  Nunavut  in  1998.  A critical  item  at  that  time  will  be  the  funding 
formula  which  will  determine  the  amount  of  the  annual  grant  from  the 
federal  government  to  the  Nunavut  government.  Other  items  will  include  the 
design  of  Nunavut's  political  system  --  the  NIC  is  considering  recommending 
both  the  direct  election  of  the  Premier  and  guaranteeing  equal  numbers  of 


men  and  women  in  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

Nunavut  and  other  northern  leaders  have  not  yet  commented  publicly  on  the 
announcement,  asking  for  time  to  review  the  details.  A Nunavut  Leaders' 
Summit  scheduled  for  May  10  and  11  will  likely  be  the  forum  where 
substantive  reaction  is  made  public. 

"RE : Gitxsan:  Supreme  Court  Decision"  

Date:  Sat,  4 May  1996  14:36:06  -0600 

From:  odonnels@ccmail . dcu . ie 

Sub  j : Supreme  Court  Decision  - Gitxsan 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Subject:  Supreme  Court  decision 

Author:  adcom@netshop.net  at  MAIL_GATEWAY 

Date:  30/04/96  19:43 

The  text  of  the  latest  news  release  from  the  Gitxsan  Treaty  Office: 


NEWS  RELEASE 
April  26,  1996 

Supreme  Court  ruling  bodes  well 

GITXSAN  TERRITORIES  --  A decision  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  yesterday 
overturning  the  conviction  of  a Wet'suwet'en  man  in  an  aboriginal  fishing 
rights  case  bodes  well  for  the  landmark  Delgam  Uukw  land  title  action  said 
the  Gitxsan  chief  treaty  negotiator. 

Mas  Gak  (Don  Ryan)  said  the  decision  "sends  a signal  that  we'll  get  a 
moderate  ruling  in  the  Delgam  Uukw  case.  There  is  some  hope  there." 

The  Supreme  Court  ducked  the  issue  of  self-government  in  their  decision  said 
Mas  Gak  but  clearly  stated  that  conditions  attached  to  the  fishing  license 
Canada  was  attempting  to  impose  on  Nikal  violated  his  aboriginal  rights. 

The  judges  found  that  the  type  of  restrictions  associated  with  the  license 
were  something  that  had  to  be  worked  out  in  a consultation  process  between  a 
First  Nation  member  and  Department  of  Fisheries  and  Oceans.  The  conditions 
could  not  be  unilaterally  imposed  by  Canada. 

"The  judges'  decision  reaffirms  the  consultation  process  and  confirms  it  is 
an  aboriginal  right,"  said  Mas  Gak.  "The  federal  government  can't 
unilaterally  do  things  without  the  consent  of  the  First  Nation  affected." 

In  the  Delgam  Uukw  case,  the  B.C.  Court  of  Appeal  ruled  in  1993  that 
consultation  must  occur  before  the  Crown  sanctions  an  activity  which 
infringes  on  the  ability  of  a First  Nation  member  to  carry  out  their 
aboriginal  rights.  Since  that  decision  the  Gitxsan  have  repeatedly 
tried  to  get  the  provincial  government  and  companies  that  operate  on 
their  traditional  territories  to  live  up  to  the  appeal  court  ruling. 

The  Nikal  decision  helps  "consolidate  the  co-management  approach  on  our 
land  and  resources"  said  Mas  Gak.  "It  reinforces  what  we  have  said  about 
our  rights." 

The  Delgam  Uukw  court  action  will  further  define  the  nature  and  scope  of 
aboriginal  rights.  In  the  action,  Gitxsan  and  Wet'suwet'en  hereditary 
chiefs  are  asserting  their  jurisdiction,  ownership  and  self-government  over 
58,000  square  kilometers  of  traditional  territory  in  northwest  B.C. 

The  aboriginal  rights  issues  arising  from  the  Delgam  Uukw  case  were  supposed 
to  be  part  of  negotiations  entered  into  by  the  Gitxsan  under  the  B.C.  treaty 
process  beginning  in  Duly,  1994.  But  the  province  pulled  out  of 
negotiations  Feb.  1,  1996,  saying  they  preferred  litigation  over  negotiation. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  is  set  to  hear  the  Delgam  Uukw  case 
Dune  9-13,  1997. 

"RE;  Native  America  Calling  Schedule"  

Date:  Mon,  6 May  1996  11:50:05  -0600 
From:  chato@unm.edu  (Bernadette  Chato) 

Sub j : Native  America  Calling  schedule 


Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Here's  the  program  schedule  for  the  radio  talk  show,  *Native  America 
Calling.*  It's  to  keep  you  posted  on  what's  happening  with  native- 
produced  radio.  If  you  have  resources  to  share,  please  give  us  a call 
TO: PUBLIC  RADIO  PROGRAM  DIRECTORS,  GENERAL  MANAGERS 
FR: NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 
DT : MAY  3,  1996 

RE : SCHEDULE  FOR  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING, 

MAY  6-17,  1996 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING,  the  first  national  call-in  radio  program 
to  focus  on  Native  issues.  Listener  line  1-800-99-NATIV. 

Feed  Time:M  - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 
Channel  Info:Channel  8 
PEV  Code  391 
Digital  Frequency  B68.2 
Galaxy  4,  Transponder  B 
Broadcast  Rights: 

Each  program  is  designed  for  live  use.  The  fee  to  carry  NATIVE 
AMERICA  CALLING  is  determined  on  whether  the  station  is  a member 
of  AIROS.  There  is  a set  fee  for  AIROS  members;  if  not  a member, 
fee  is  based  on  stations  annual  revenue. 

Call  John  at  (402)  472-0941  if  you  intend  to  broadcast  NAC. 


****  PROGRAM  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  **** 
Watch  the  DACS  or  your  FAX  for  updates!! 


HOSTS:  BERNADETTE  CHATO  (BC)  and  TOM  BEAVER  (TB) 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  5/6  - 5/10: 

MON  - 5/6:  Decades  ago  land  leases  were  signed  by  tribes  to 
allow  white  settlers  to  live  on  their  reservations.  Now  those 
leases  are  up.  Will  the  settlers  be  allowed  to  stay  or  will  the 
tribes  evict  them?  Guests  include  Blackfeet  attorney  Doe  McKay 
and  Seneca  Nation  President  Dennis  Bowen.  Host:  TB 

TUE  - 5/7:  In  the  1950 's  Alaska  Natives  were  exposed  to 
radioactive  iodine  during  military  experiments.  The  unsuspecting 
natives  have  filed  a $48  million  claim  against  the  U.S.  Air 
Force?  Did  the  Air  Force  cross  ethical  lines?  Guests  include  Dr. 
David  Baines.  Host:  TB 

WED  - 5/8:  Tribal  resorts  are  located  on  some  of  the  most 
pristine  land  in  America.  They're  also  some  of  the  best  kept 
vacation  secrets  in  the  country.  Where  are  they?  Guests  include 
Kah  Nee  Ta  Resort  cultural  director  Lucinda  Green.  Host:  BC 

THU  - 5/9:  KYUK  radio  in  Bethel,  Alaska  is  celebrating  its  25th 
anniversary  on  the  air.  NACs  Bernadette  Chato  and  Alaska 
journalist  Gary  Fife  join  us  live  from  Bethel.  Host:  BC 

FRI  - 5/10:  Wellness  Edition:  Mothers  are  the  providers  of  life. 
Call  us  and  tell  us  what  makes  your  Mom  so  wonderful  on  our 
Mother's  Day  special.  Bernadette  Chato  joins  us  live  from 
Bethel,  Alaska.  Host:  TB 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  5/13  - 5/17: 

MON  - 5/13:  It's  open  lines!  What  are  the  hot  issues  in  Indian 
Country?  Our  callers  are  invited  to  tell  us  what's  on  their 
minds.  Hosts:  TB  & BC 

TUE  - 5/14:  All  across  Indian  Country  law  enforcement  officers 
put  their  lives  on  the  line.  We  honor  our  officers  on  National 
Law  Enforcement  Day.  Guests  TBA.  Host:  TB 
WED  - 5/15:  The  blueprints  for  the  National  Museum  of  the 
American  Indian  are  the  on  the  drawing  board.  Plans  are  underway 
to  build  it  on  The  Mall  in  Washington  D.C.  Whos  deciding  what 
goes  in  the  museum?  Guests  TBA.  Host:  BC 

THU  - 5/16:  Tribes  must  develop  stronger  economies  to  survive 
the  times.  Do  traditional  tribal  values  clash  with  economic 


prosperity?  Guests  join  us  from  the  Oweesta  96  conference  in 
Green  Bay  Wisconsin.  Host:  BC 

FRI  - 5/17:  Wellness  Edition:  Many  people  are  turning  to  herbs 
for  medicinal  use.  But  how  safe  are  they?  Guests  TBA.  Host:  BC 

Watch  the  DACS  for  schedule  updates. 

Questions : 

NAC,  Pam  Belgarde  505-277-7999 

Distribution/Promotion,  Dohn  Gregg,  AIROS  402-472-0941 
Product ion/ programming  inqueries : 

Harlan  McKosato,  Assoc  Prod  505-277-5201 
Bernadette  Chato,  Assoc  Prod/Host  505-277-5354 
Tom  Beaver,  Assoc  Prod/Host  505-277-5194 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING  is  a production  of  Native  America  Public 
Telecommunications,  Inc.,  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  Production  offices  and 
studio  for  NAC  is  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 

# # # 

RADIO  STATIONS  AIRING  ^NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING* 

Produced  in  Albuquerque,  NM 


KABR 

1500 

AMAlamo,  New  Mexico 

KBRW 

680 

AMBarrow,  Alaska 

KBSU 

730 

AMBoise,  Idaho 

KCIE 

90.5 

FMDulce,  New  Mexico 

KCUK 

88.1 

FMChevak,  Alaska 

KEYA 

88.5 

FMBelcourt,  North  Dakota 

KGHR 

91.5 

FMTuba  City,  Arizona 

KGLP 

91.7 

FMGallup,  New  Mexico 

KIDE 

91.3 

FMHoopa,  California 

KILI 

90.1 

FMPorcupine,  South  Dakota 

KNSA 

930 

AMUnalakleet , Alaska 

KOTZ 

720 

AMKotzebue,  Alaska 

KRCL 

90.9 

FMSalt  Lake  City,  Utah 

KSKA 

91.1 

FMAnchorage,  Alaska 

KSKO 

870 

AMMcGrath,  Alaska 

KSUT 

91.3 

FMIgnacio,  Colorado 

KTDB 

89.7 

FMPinehill,  New  Mexico 

KUNM 

89.9 

FMAlbuquerque,  New  Mexico 

KWSO 

91.9 

FMWarm  Springs,  Oregon 

KYUK 

640 

AMBethel,  Alaska 

WYRU 

1160 

AMRed  Springs,  North  Carolina 

Most  stations  carry  *Native  America  Calling*  live  at  1300-1359 
Eastern  Time.  However  some  stations  opt  to  air  the  program  on  tape  delay. 
Call  the  particular  station  for  broadcast  time. 

If  you  do  not  see  a station  listed  for  your  area,  consider  calling 
your  local  public  radio  station  to  ask  if  they  could  carry  it.  The  rates 
are  VERY  reasonable.  Information,  including  rates  and  a demo  tape,  on 
*Native  America  Calling*  can  be  obtained  by  calling  3ohn  Belindo, 
manager,  American  Indian  Radio  on  Satellite  Network  (AIROS)  at 
1-800-571-6885. 


Bernadette  Chato,  Assoc  Producer/Host  Snail  Mail:  PO  Box  40164 
NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING  Albuquerque,  NM  87196 

The  Nation's  1st  Electronic  Talking  Circle  505-277-5354/FAX  505-277-4286 
Heard  on  public  radio  stations!  E-mail:  chato@unm.edu 

- — "RE:  Dream  Catchers"  — 

Date:  Tue,  30  Apr  1996  16:39:39  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Dream  Catchers 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


o ' siyo 


We  shared  this  story  before  when  the  subject  of  dream  catchers  came  up. 
There  are  many  new  people  to  the  list  and  we  would  like  to  share  it  again. 

We  live  on  the  Leech  Lake  Rez  in  Anishinabe  Country.  Where  dream  catchers 
catch  the  bad  dreams  and  let  the  good  dreams  come  through.  Right  after  we 
moved  back  here  from  the  west  coast,  the  local  public  school  built  a park 
(it  was  a community  effort)  on  the  elementary  school  grounds,  and  named  it 
"Dreamer  Catcher  Park."  We  were  upset  when  we  saw  the  finished  park.  At 
the  center  of  the  park  is  some  rubber-hose  covered  chains  for  climbing  on 
that  resemble  the  web.  The  rest  of  the  playground  equipment  looks  like  a 
cross  between  a European  castle  and  a wild  west  frontier  outpost.  When  we 
voiced  our  dismay  to  our  late  friend,  Chi  Mukwa  (John  rainbird)  --  he 
chuckled  his  infamous  chuckle  and  said,  "Amazing  what  those  things  will 
catch,  isn't  it?!"  And  today  we  see  the  Dream  Catcher  Park  with  different 
eyes,  thanks  to  the  wisdom  of  our  brother,  Chi  Mukwa,  who  loved  his 
Anishnabe  people  and  who  stood  and  spoke  up  for  them  many  times. 

We  are  forced  by  today's  economics  to  walk  in  two  cultures.  The  culture  of 
the  dominant  society  is  one  of  either/ors,  denial,  irresponsibility, 
pretense  and  plastic.  . . The  traditional  way  is  to  know  who  we  are  and 
where  we  are  and  _to  deal  with  reality_j  to  seek  balance  in  our  lives 
through  respect  and  responsibility,  to  protect  our  mother,  and  insure  the 
survival  of  our  future  peoples:  two-leggeds,  winged  ones,  four-leggeds,  the 
plants.  . . . 

We  have  many  people  who  come  to  us  and  ask  to  sweat  in  our  lodges.  We  ask 
that  they  sit  with  us  first,  in  a good  way,  in  a talking  circle  to  talk 
about  what  it  they  want  from  the  ceremonies.  We  ask  them  to  think  about, 
to  consider  what  is  they  are  praying  for.  Many  times  we  have  people  tell 
us  that  they  need  strength  and  that  is  what  they  are  praying  for.  You  do 
not  get  strong  muscles  from  sitting  around  praying  for  strong  muscles  -- 
you  strengthen  the  muscles  you  have  by  exercising  and  pushing/testing  those 
muscles  you  have.  . . . They  do  not  understand  why  so  many  "bad  things"  are 
happening  to  them  and  they  keep  praying  for  strength  to  cope  with  the  "bad 
things"  that  are  happening  to  them.  . . . 

The  ways  of  the  Creator  are  mysterious,  and  we  get  what  we  ask  for.  we 
need  to  _know  and  clearly  recognize/see_  what  it  is  that  we  are  asking  for. 
The  'answers'  to  our  prayers  are  all  around  us,  we  just  need  to  pay 
attention . 

Creator  hears  what  is  coming  from  our  hearts  and  cannot  be  fooled  by  fancy 
words.  Respect  for  the  many  gifts  of  the  creator  and  responsibility  for  the 
survival  of  those  gifts.  When  we  take  we  must  give  back.  What  we  put  into 
the  Circle  is  what  will  come  back  to  us. 

We  hope  that  you  receive  these  words  from  us,  in  a good  way. 

Bernard  and  Feather  rock 

Feather  Eaglerock,  Leech  Lake  Rez 

English  is  a foreign  language.  Reclaim  the  language  of  your  people  and 
send  it  to  the  future  as  your  gift  to  your  grandchildren ' s grandchildren . 
di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  TRIBALLAW,  MINN-IND,  INNU  People  Forum, 


NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L  listserversj  Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture . native ; 

UUCP  & Genie  email 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"...trailed  the  Indians  with  dogs,  cornered  them  in  a cave  and  killed 
about  thirty.  In  the  cave  were  some  Indian  children.  Kingsley 
could  not  bear  to  kill  these  children  with  his  56-calibre  Spencer 
Rifle.  It  tore  them  up  so  bad!  So  he  did  it  with  his  38-calibre 
Smith  & Wesson  revolver" 

Sacramento  Valley  Report,  1878 

"When  the  last  Red  Man  shall  have  perished,  and  the  memory  of  my  tribe 
shall  have  become  a myth  among  the  white  man,  these  shores  will  swarm 
with  the  invisible  dead  of  my  tribe,  and  when  your  children's  children 
think  themselves  alone  in  the  field,  the  store,  the  shop,  or  in  the 
silence  of  the  pathless  woods,  they  will  not  be  alone." 

Chief  Seathl  (Seattle),  Dwamish 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


Boarding  schools  that  were  modeled  after  the  Carlisle  experiment  scarred 
our  children  for  life  and  cut  the  very  root  of  the  next  of  seven 
generations.  While  such  blatant  and  obvious  schools  no  longer  exist,  the 
experiment  continues  damaging  still  more  children. 

The  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  just  was  dealt  a vicious  blow  with  the 
passage  of  the  HR  3286,  the  seemingly  benevolent  Adoption  Promotion  and 
Stability  Act  of  1996.  The  House  also  voted  212-195  to  Title  III,  the 
anti-ICWA  amendments  proposed  by  Rep.  Deborah  Pryce  (R-OH).  This  bill  is 
not  yet  law,  but  given  the  recent  assault  on  the  I.  C.  W.  A.  with  the 
easing  of  cross-cultural  adoptions  rules  it  seems  destined  to  become 
law-of-the-land  unless  there  is  an  immediate  and  strong  protest. 


These  assaults  on  our  children,  our 
much  of  who  and  what  we  are.  We  must 
guard  our  future  just  as  surely  as  we 
the  circle  we  will  see  completed. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 


future,  our  way  will  do  more  to  kill 
unite  now  to  save  our  children.  They 
guard  theirs.  We,  alone,  determine 


(*,*) 

===w=w=== 


Gary  Night  Owl 
P.  0.  Box  672168 
Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 


gars@genie.geis.com 
gars@netcom . com 
gars@igc.apc.org 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- CORRECTION!  Cherokee  Water  Rights 

- World  Peace  Prayer  Day 

- lames  Bay  at  25:  Boston  Earth  Day 

- Where  are  the  People  of  the  Lightning 

- Peltier  Surgery  Update 

- Cherokee  Code:  Skeleton  Remains 

- Sacred  Day  of  Prayer 

- Spirit 

- More  on  Medals  of  Dis-Honor 

- ICWA  Update 

- Chairman  Urges  Moratorium  Support 

- Mohawk  Language  Learning  Materials 

- Celebration  of  West  Coast  Fisheries 

- Poem:  My  Medicine  Stick 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : CORRECTION!  Cherokee  Nation  Water  Rights"  

Date:  13  May  1996  15:08:44  GMT 

From:  brunner@bullhead.think.com  (Eric  Brunner) 

Sub j : Cherokee  Nation  Water  Rights  Correction 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

On  April  29,  Linda  Summerfield  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com>  posted  an 
article  originally  written  by  Muskogee  Phoenix  Staff  Writer  Donna  Hales,  on 
the  subject  of  Cherokee  Nation  Water  Rights  and  the  City  of  Tulsa,  based  in 
some  part  by  statements  made  by  Cherokee  National  Councilor  Barbara  Starr 
Scott.  On  April  30  I followed-up  to  Ms.  Summers'  post,  commenting  that  I 
would  forward  her  post  of  Ms.  Hales'  original  text  to  the  triballaw  mailing 
list.  On  1 May  there  was  a response  to  the  underlying  statements  contained 
in  Ms.  Hales'  Muskogee  Phoenix  article,  which  was  forwarded  to  the  triballaw 
mailing  list  by  the  list  owner.  I posted  that  triballaw  traffic  to  the  news 
groups  in  which  the  original  Muskogee  Phoenix  article  was  posted:  s.c.n/a.n. 
later  that  same  day. 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Action  Alert:  Enola  Hill 

- Innu  Nation  Task  Force  Report 

- A Warrior's  Story 

- Breeds  or  Half-breeds 

- Hollywood  Stars  Blast  Clearcuts 


So  much  for  context. 

At  the  request  of  Dan  Agent,  Public  Affairs  Director,  Cherokee  Nation,  I am 
relaying  the  following  statement: 

I,  Dan  Agent,  public  affairs  director  for  the  Cherokee  Nation,  did  not 
draft,  participate  in  the  drafting,  author,  authorize,  approve,  review 
or  send  the  above-referenced  "statement  ...  regarding  the  statements  made 
over  the  weekend  [April  26  & 27]  by  Council  woman  Barbara  Star [r] -Scott 
regarding  the  Nation's  bid  for  water  rights." 

Please  remove  my  name,  address  and  phone  number  as  the  contact  person  for 
the  above-referenced  message. 

The  text  (indented  above)  is  verbatim  as  received  by  fax,  on  official 
letterhead,  and  I've  just  spoken  with  Mr.  Agent  to  confirm  the  text  and 
his  desire  that  this  disclaimer  be  distributed  where  ever  the  original  text 
from  cnationl@aol.com  was  distributed. 

The  usual  disclaimer  may  need  being  made  more  evident  than  customary  usage, 
so  I do  not  speak  for  Thinking  Machines  Corporation,  only  for  myself  as  an 
individual  person. 

A cancel  post  has  been  posted.  Reference: 

-Newsgroups:  control 

-Subject:  cmsg  cancel  <4m8k3t$4nk@bone. think. com> 

-Control:  cancel  <4m8k3t$4nk@bone. think. com> 

-Date:  13  May  1996  14:31:56  GMT 

Kitakitamatsinohpowaw  (I'll  see  you  again),  --Eric  Brunner 

"RE : World  Peace  Prayer  Day"  

Date:  Thu,  9 May  1996  07:14:50  -0400 
From:  FBluFox@aol.com 

Sub j : Dune  21,  1996  World  Peace  Prayer  Day 
UUCP  email 
My  Friends: 

As  the  Dune  21  date  grows  near,  I felt  that  this  information  should  go  out 
once  again. 

Mitakye  'Oasin 
Freddie  Blue  Fox 

A Message  from  Arvol  Looking  Florse,  19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred 
White  Buffalo  Pipe: 

A CALL  TO  ALL  NATIONS  OF  THE  WORLD;  WORLD  PEACE  AND  PRAYER  DAY 
GLOBAL  HEALING,  DUNE  21,  1996 

It  has  been  decided,  according  to  our  Star  Knowledge,  that  Dune  21st  is 
the  time  to  pray.  Indigenous  Peoples  of  Turtle  Island  have  begun  their 
spiritual  journey  on  horseback  from  Prince  Albert  Saskatchewan,  Canada  to 
Grey  Horn  Butte  (known  as  Devil's  Tower)  in  the  Black  Hills  of  Wyoming. 

There,  Indigenous  Peoples  will  pray  with  the  Sacred  Bundle  Keepers, . All 
Nations  are  asked  to  begin  organizing  their  ceremonies  at  their  Sacred  sites 
or  in  the  manner  which  they  pray  so  that  they  will  be  praying  at  the  same 
time  as  we  are  from  their  own  Spiritual  Center. 

Arvol  Looking  Horse,  19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo 
Calf  Pipe  for  the  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  Nation,  asks  that  all  Nations 
upon  Mother  Earth  declare  Dune  21st,  1996  World  Peace  Prayer  Day.  According 
to  Spiritual  Leaders  and  Elders  who  gathered  at  the  United  Nations  to  present 
their  Prophesies,  and  again  at  Six  Nations,  Canada,  the  "Signs"  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  Prophesies  have  shown  themselves.  The  Prophesies  tell  us  it  is  time 
to  begin  Mending  the  Sacred  Hoop,  and  begin  global  healing  by  working  towards 
World  Peace  and  Harmony. 

The  birth  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  lets  us  know  that  we  are  at  a 
crossroads  -either  return  to  balance  or  face  global  disaster.  It  is  our 
duty  to  return  back  to  the  Sacred  places  and  pray  for  world  peace.  If  we 


don't  do  this  our  children  will  suffer. 

At  Grey  Horn  Butte,  before  the  White  Buffalo  Woman  brought  the  Sacred  Pipe 
to  our  ancestors,  a Seer  was  traveling  in  the  Sacred  Black  Hills  (Paha  Sapa), 
"heart  of  everything  that  is".  The  seer  came  upon  a large  tipi.  When  he 
went  into  the  tipi  he  saw  the  Sacred  Pipe  in  the  North  and  the  Sacred  Bundle 
of  Bows  and  Arrows  in  the  South.  According  to  the  Star  Knowledge,  there  are 
six  stars  which  designated  six  Sacred  sites  within  the  Black  Hills-these 
places  are  Sacred  places  to  pray.  We  are  told  that  there  is  a Sacred  place 
every  hundred  miles  around  Mother  Earth.  We  ask  all  people  to  return  to 
these  places  and  pray  from  their  hearts  with  us.  The  ceremony  begins  at 
10:00AM  South  Dakota  (mountain  time). 

We  have  spoken  to  leaders  from  around  the  world  and  each  has  committed  to 
work  towards  supporting  Dune  21st,  1966.  We  ask  all  people  of  all  Faiths  to 
respond  and  support  our  efforts  towards  world  peace  and  harmony-our  circle 
of  life  where  there  is  no  ending  and  no  beginning.  We  are  fulfilling  the 
prophesies  for  the  seventh  generation. 

May  peace  be  with  you,  all  my  relations, 

Arvol  Looking  Horse 

19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Pipe 


UNITY  RIDE  '96 

The  Ride  left  Wahpeton,  Saskatchewan,  Canada  on  May  3rd.  It  will  arrive 
at  Grey  Buffalo  Horn  Butte  on  Dune  19th.  For  more  information  about  the 
Ride  or  about  Dune  21,  1996  World  Peace  Prayer  Day  you  may  contact: 


Central  Office 
Avis  Little  Eagle 
605-355-0208 
Elizabeth  Stinson 
707  829-3443 

Peter  McAurthor 
Pheasant  Run  Band  office 
306  462-2002 

Connie  Burditt 

715  682-1366  682-1340  or  682-1691 

Beatrice  Looking  Horse 
605  964-7229 

DONATIONS  ARE  GREATLY  APPRECIATED 


Paula  Horn 
fax:  612  695-2678 

Betsy  Stang 

E-Mail:  BEBIRD  (SAOL.COM 
(914)  679-9764 

Henry  Sky  Water 
204  568-4682 

Bonnie  Freeman 
fax:  905  540-8443 

Gladys  Looking  Horse 
605  964-8439 


"RE : Dames  Bay  at  25:  Boston  Earth  Day" 

Date:  10  May  96  19:42:15  EDT 

From:  Ann  Stewart  <75361. 1143(SCompuServe.C0M> 

Sub  j : Dames  Bay  at  25:  Boston  Earth  Day 

UUCP  email 


No  Thank  Q,  Hydro-Quebec! 

Ann  Stewart,  The  Nation  [Montreal],  10  May  96,  p5 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  on  April  30,  1971,  Quebec  Premier  Robert  Bourassa 
announced  the  "project  of  the  century,"  and  thus  began  the  construction  of 
North  America's  largest  hydroelectric  project. 

When  Quebec's  current  premier,  Lucien  Bouchard,  announced  this  March 
that  the  government  would  "study"  whether  to  build  a new  dam  on  the 
Eastmain  River,  Cree  supporters  in  New  England  went  into  action. 

On  Aril  27,  the  thousands  of  people  who  attended  Boston's  annual  Earth 
Day  rock  concert  and  environmental  festival  had  the  opportunity  to  learn 
about  the  Dames  Bay  projects. 

"We  want  to  remember  what  has  been  done  in  our  name  to  the  land,  the 
waters  and  the  people,"  said  Dane  Taylor,  president  of  the  Massachusetts 


Save  names  Bay  Foundation.  "New  England  gets  up  to  10  percent  of  its 
electricity  from  the  lames  Bay  projects." 

Members  of  the  group  No  Thank  Q,  Hydro-Quebec,  of  Maine,  assisted  with 
the  Massachusetts  outreach.  Cyndi  Luppi  of  the  Massachusetts  organization 
designed  a colorful  banner  with  the  slogan,  "lames  Bay  25  Years,"  which 
was  signed  by  hundreds  of  people. 

"Sweden  believes  in  you,  keep  up  the  fight,"  wrote  one  man.  "Eastmain 
(Phase  II)  Don't  Do  It!!"  wrote  another  woman. 

Other  signers  included  a Dartmouth  College  graduate  who  was  active  in 
the  1992  campaign  to  divest  the  college  of  its  Hydro-Quebec  bonds,  several 
Canadians,  a Latino  family  and  many  children  who  drew  the  earth  or  hearts 
around  their  signatures. 

Massachusetts  Save  lames  Bay  has  set  up  an  E-mail  address  (cree@world. 
std.com)  to  collect  letters  of  support  for  the  Cree  Nation.  Already,  they 
have  received  correspondence  from  Brazil,  many  Canadian  provinces  and 
several  U.S.  states. 

The  banner  was  mailed  to  the  Cree  Nation  Embassy  in  Ottawa  [note:  it  is 
now  hanging  there]  with  a letter,  asking  if  it  could  be  displayed  at  the 
next  Cree  Nation  annual  general  assembly. 

"RE : Where  are  the  People  of  the  Lightning" 

Date:  Sat,  11  May  1996  10:46:59  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 

Sub j : Where  are  the  People  of  the  Lightning? 

UUCP  email 

Today,  near  our  Sacred  Holy  City  of  New  Echota...our  Sacred  sites.. our 
ancient  hills... my  heart  speaks  to  me  to  sit  with  you  around  our  Sacred 
fire  and  share  with  you  my  concern ...  continued  desecration  of  our  Sacred 
sites  and  burial  areas. 

I must  first  go  back  and  tell  you  of  our  spiritual  beliefs  for  you  to 
understand  the  seriousness  of  this  issue.  We  believe  that  to  disturb  the 
remains  of  our  buried  ancestors  is  to  bring  them  back  from  their  Journey 
on  the  other  side... to  forever  bind  them  away  from  their  Sacred  place  of 
eternity. .and  there  is  no  Sacred  ceremony  known  to  First  Nations  that  can 
restore  them  back  to  that  place. 

I know  I have  spoken  to  you  before. .of  the  162  bodies  taken  off  the 
Nasa  site  near  Wendover  Pond,  where  Nasa  is  expanding  construction 
efforts ...  but  our  People  are  still  missing. . still  unaccounted  for.. and  I 
am  sorely  tempted  to  use  the  term  Missing  in  Action  were  it  not  for  the 
brevity  of  this  situation,  because  I consider  this  a war  waged  against  our 
People... a kidnapping  of  our  Ancestors .. and  I ask  you  to  please  hear  this 
strongly. 

Michael  and  Kathy  Gear,  Archaeologists,  were  contracted  by  NASA  to 
examine  remains  of  162  Ancient  People  found  at  Wendover  Pond  on  their 
property.  After  examination,  the  Grears  stated  that  the  bodies  were  so 
well  preserved  that  the  actual  brain  matter  could  even  still  be  seen, 
which  causes  me  to  envision  perfectly  preserved  ancient  ancestors.  They 
stated  they  had  "extracted"  DNA  tests  on  organs  and  they  were  not 
"Genetically  descendants  of  any  FEDERALLY  RECOGNIZED  TRIBES  and  therefore 
do  not  fall  under  the  protection  of  the  NAGPRA  Act." 

EXCUSE  ME?! 

Can  anybody  tell  me  if  their  DNA  has  been  taken  to  prove  this?  I would 
also  like  to  point  out  that  the  "federally  recognized"  tribes  are 
dwindling  daily... and  while  many  of  First  Nations  are  still  alive  and 
well,  despite  federal  government  opinion,  they  are  not  "legal  and 
recognized" ...  however  many  centuries  they  have  existed... 

If  the  Grears  do  not  "recognize"  the  People  of  the  Lightning. . let 
please,  this  humble  Tsalagi  woman  tell  you  who  they  are... 

They  are  known  as  Apalachee  or  Timuca  People. . .They  lived  with  us  many 
thousands  of  years  ago...WHen  the  Chattahoochee  River  leaves  Georgia  and  goes 
into  Florida  it  changes  to  the  Apalachee-Cola  river  and  then  flows  on  to 
the  ocean... The  name  changes  when  it  runs  into  the  region  of  tribal  lands 


of  the  Apalachee  area. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War... 302  Apalachees  were  listed  on  a Registry 
and  were  surviving  in  the  extreme  of  South  Georgia... as  were  the  Calusa, 
along  the  Atlantic  Coastal  side  of  the  Florida  Peninsula . .George  Catlin 
drew  pictures  of  the  Calusa  and  Timuca  people  in  that  region  in  the 
1800's. 

Now... to  the  present.... 

If  you  go  to  Course  hole  #3  at  Hamilton  Mill  Community  Golf  Course  in 
Gwinnet  County,  Georgia,  you'll  find  hundreds  of  our  People's  gravestones 
taken  from  the  Hamilton  Mill  Subdivision  during  development,  removed.. and 
taken  to  the  golf  course  for  landscaping. . .We  have  picture  of  them  in 
piles  as  they  were  removed  (which  we'll  get  up  on  the  homepage  as  soon  as 
Fred  figures  out  Netscape).  Hispanic  workers  there  have  confirmed  their 
origin . 

I could  write  pages  of  similar  incidents  but  it  appears  by  the  amount 
of  mail  I'm  receiving  that  others  are  covering  the  issue  of  our  sites 
being  desecrated, so  you  are  understanding  what  is  happening. 

No  one  can  tell  me  where  the  bodies  are  of  those  162  People  of  the 
Lightning.. I want  to  know  where  they're  being  kept  hostage.  I promise  you 
I shall  NOT  be  quiet  until  I know  where  they  are.  If  anyone  knows  anybody 
in  NASA... or  one  who  might  tell  us  where  to  find  our  People. . .please  let 
me  know. . 

Please  put  out  on  your  respective  maillists  I am  looking  for  our 
People... I want  them  accounted  for... I want  to  know  who  is  responsible  for 
this  thing. 

I have  been  told  the  Grears  are  writing  a book  for  profit  on  their 
discovery .. please  let  me  know  if  anyone  knows  if  its  been  published  yet. 

The  thought  of  someone  keeping  our  People  and  profiting  by  it  sickens  me. 

The  People  of  the  Lightning  were  living,  human  beings  once.. a nation 
of  People  who  lived  as  we  live  now. .Yes,  they  are  extinct .. .yes  they  are 
not  federally  recognized  because  there  is  no  one  LEFT  to  lobby  for  their 
rights.. to  stand  and  speak  for  them.. But  does  this  mean  they  deserve,  no 
less  than  the  most  respectful.  Sacred  treatment  of  any  recognized  tribal 
burial  today?  Does  this  exclude  them  from  being  honored? 

"You  may  look  back  at  what  has  been  done  to  us  in  the  history  of  our 
People,  Brekah...and  be  assured  it  shall  be  repeated  again  in  the 
future. .guard  well.. keep  vigilant  for  it.  For  only  by  giving  the  warnings 
to  others  and  preparing  them... might  they  have  a chance  to  be  safe 
themselves  someday."  A Sacred  elder... 

♦offers  sage  and  tobacco  to  the  Grandfathers .. .walks  backwards  7 steps 
in  honor  of  our  7 Sacred  clans  who  are  still  betrayed* 

"RE : Peltier  Surgery  Update"  

Date:  Mon,  13  May  1996  12:04:37  -0700 
From:  Wanbli  Sapa  <icabu@IX. NETCOM. COM> 

Sub  j : Peltier  Surgery  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml.spcs.umn.edu> 

At  01:51  PM  5/4/96  CDT,  Peltier  Defense  Committee  wrote: 

PELTIER  SURGERY  UPDATE: 

On  Friday,  May  3rd,  Leonard  once  again  went  into  surgery  for  jaw  work. 

He  experienced  some  complications  during  surgery  and  as  a result  he  lost  a 
lot  of  blood.  Leonard  spent  a day  and  a half  in  intensive  care,  and  this 
experience  nearly  cost  him  his  life. 

Fortunately,  Leonard  seems  to  be  recovering  fine  now.  He  had  a fellow 
inmate  call  us  this  morning  to  inform  us  what  had  happened.  Although  he  can 
hardly  speak,  he  did  manage  a few  words  of  encouragement  to  Lisa. 

Please  DO  NOT  contact  the  prison,  but  stay  in  touch  with  us.  And  please 
send  much  needed  words  of  support  to  Leonard  at: 

Leonard  Peltier 
#89637-132 

Springfield  Medical  Facility 
1900  W.  Sunshine 


P.O.  Box  4000 
Springfield,  MO  65808 
> 

All  of  us  who  are  concerned  with  Leonard  MUST  use  this  near  tragedy  to 
strengthen  and  intensify  our  fight  for  his  immediate  release.  Leonard  must 
be  able  to  walk  as  a free  man  again. 

Wanbli  Sapa  (Black  Eagle) 

(Lakota  Ikche  Wichasha) 

One  Earth,  One  Life  Endeavors 
icabu@ix . net com . com 
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Appalled  by  the  denigrating  poverty  of  my  people,  who  live  on  a richly 
endowed  land,  distressed  by  their  political  marginalization  and  economic 
strangulation,  angered  by  the  devastation  of  their  land,  their  ultimate 
heritage,  anxious  to  preserve  their  right  to  life,  and  to  a decent  living, 
and  determined  to  usher  to  this  country  as  a whole  a fair  and  just 
democratic  system  which  protects  everyone  and  every  ethnic  group  and  gives 
us  all  a valid  claim  to  human  civilization,  I have  devoted  my  intellectual 
and  material  resources,  my  very  life,  to  a cause  in  which  I have  total 
belief  and  from  which  I cannot  be  blackmailed  or  intimidated. 

-Ken  Saro-Wiwa,  executed  Nov.  10,  1995,  by  Nigerian  Government. 
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"RE : Cherokee  Code:  Skeleton  Remains"  

Date:  Sat,  11  May  1996  09:30:42  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 

Sub j : Cherokee  Code  Chapter  70  Skeleton  Remains 
UUCP  email 


CHEROKEE  CODE  CHAPTER  70:  SKELETAL  REMAINS 

Chapter  70 
Skeletal  Remains 

70-1  Excavation  of  Skeletal  Remains 

(a)  The  graves  of  Cherokee  People  and  their  ancestors  are  Sacred  and  shall 
not  be  disturbed  or  excavated. 

(b)  In  the  Event  skeletal  remains  of  a Cherokee  are  excavated,  such  remains 
shall  be  reburied,  together  with  all  associated  grave  artifacts  as  soon  as 
reasonable  possible.  All  such  remains  disinterred  outside  Cherokee  trust 
lands  shall  be  reburied  at  the  Cherokee  Memorial  Cemetery  in  Vonore, 
Tennessee. 

(c)  The  remains  of  Cherokee  People  shall  not  be  subjected  to  destructive 
skeletal  analysis 

70-2  Sanctity  of  Ancestors  who  are  Buried  Throughout  The  Aboriginal 
Cherokee  Lands 

The  joint  policy  of  the  Tribal  Council  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  the 
Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee: 

(a)  The  graves  of  our  ancestors  are  Sacred  and  we  desire  that  they  not 
be  disturbed. 

(b)  In  the  event  the  remains  of  Cherokee  ancestors  are  excavated,  such 
remains  shall  be  reburied  together  with  all  associated  grave  artifacts,  as 
soon  as  shall  be  reasonable. 

(c)  The  remains  of  Cherokee  ancestors  shall  not  be  subjected  to 
destructive  skeletal  analysis. 

(d)  The  remains  of  Cherokee  ancestors  and  associated  grave  artifacts 
which  have  been  disinterred  and  are  now  in  possession  of  museums, 
universities,  federal  agencies  or  other  institutions  and  persons,  should  be 
returned  to  the  proper  tribes  for  reburial. 

(e)  Such  remains  shall  be  buried  at  the  original  site  where  possible. 


RE:  Sacred  Day  of  Prayer 


Date:  Mon,  13  May  1996  16:28:39  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Sub  j : Sacred  Day  of  Prayer 

UUCP  email 
O' siyo. . . 

On  May  24th  we  will  gather  together  to  begin  Sacred  fire  and  prayer  in 
the  Holy  City  of  New  Echota,  Georgia,  off  Interstate  75. 

We  shall  meet  in  the  Front  Parking  Area  in  the  front  of  the  Historic 
Site  at  4PM-5PM.  Prayer  Vigil  starts  at  sunset  on  the  24th  of  May  and  end 
the  25th  at  sunset. 

For  those  of  you  who  are  not  aware,  this  is  the  date  that  the  Georgia 
State  Militia  began  removing  our  Ancestors  from  their  Sacred  homes  and  we 
plan  to  honor  their  memories  and  inform  the  world  of  the  disgrace  done  to 
our  People  in  the  hopes  that  it  shall  never  be  done  again  to  any  others  in 
First  Nations. 

There  is  a good  chance  we  may  have  to  relocate  from  where  we  plan  to 
pray  which  is  there  on  the  grounds  of  the  State  Historic  Site.  They  may 
not  allow  us  to  stay  because  the  State  does  not  allow  Prayer  in  their 
schools  or  on  State  Owned  Historic  Sites  (so  they  say). 

An  Elder  within  one  block  of  the  site,  has  given  us  permission  to  move 
to  her  property  if  they  insist  on  our  moving. 

We  can  bring  tents  to  camp  with.  Each  person  bring  their  own  overnight 
food  and  of  course  please  think  of  sharing  with  others. 

Traditional  casting  Sacred  circle  and  all  pipe  carriers  are  asked  to 
join  a Sacred  circle  of  pipe  prayers  with  us. 

For  any  information  please  call  my  friend,  Olivia,  at  770-931-3131. 

I shall  be  there  and  hopefully  shall  meet  some  in  this  circle  as  we  join 
our  hands  and  hearts  in  remembrance. 

- — "RE:  Spirit"  

Date:  Sun,  12  May  1996  10:08:17  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Sub j : Spirit 

UUCP  email 

"Suffering  is  only  letting  go  of  things  that  don't  work  anymore.  On  the 
other  side  of  suffering  is  belief." 

Don  Coyhis,  Mohican  Writer  and  Consultant . .American  Indian 

One  of  the  hardest  lessons  in  life,  I think,  is  letting  go  of  the 
things  that  we  cannot  change  in  our  pasts.  Sometimes  we  will  go  back  in 
the  years  and  remember  those  mistakes  we  have  made  and  which  we  have  not 
let  go.  In  the  doing  of  this  thing  we  stop  our  evolution ...  our  growing 
process ...  and  we  cause  ourselves  great  suffering. 

Someone  once  told  me... "As  an  Indian  I make  about  25  mistakes  a 
day.... what  great  gifts."  I knew  what  he  meant  was  that  we  reflect  daily 
on  what  we  have  done. .mistakes  we  have  made.. and  learn  from  them, 
hopefully ...  and  so.. by  making  many,  we  have  to  go  back  and  undo  them.. and 
one  learns  quickly  from  that.. not  to  do  it  again. 

Some  of  you  may  not  know  that  within  this  circle  is  a men's  circle.. off 
7 men  who  have  joined  together  in  the  old  tradition  of  sitting  around  and 
tending  the  Sacred  fire... and  sharing  their  hearts.  They  have  each  other 
on  a mail  list  so  I receive  everything  that  are  talking  of,  in  Sacred 
manner.  One  of  the  things  I have  watched  from  this  is  their  sharing  of 
their  pasts ...  openly ...  and  without  hesitation ...  and  from  this  thing,  each 
learns.. In  this  then,  is  what  I speak  of ...  sharing,  teaching  from  our 
mistakes  and  moving  on... 

Each  person  in  this  circle  by  sharing  their  hearts. .needs. .words. .with 
others  thus,  gives  great  gifts... and  participates  in  a circle  of  life  that 


native  people  have  done  for  countless  time... By  laying  our  your 
suffering. .you  move  on  then... 

The  other  day,  Olivia  and  I were  driving  up  to  the  Qualla 
Boundary . .through  the  beautiful  ancient  hills  of  the  Blue  Ridge  mountains 
and  we  were  reflecting  on  the  ancient  ways .. .Olivia  (who  is  a great  Sacred 
teacher  and  my  friend)  said... "You  know,  its  very  hard  to  teach  all  of 
this  to  our  students  isn't  it?  Sometimes  I don't  know  where  to  begin  for  I 
have  to  take  them  all  the  way  back. .to  take  them  full  circle.. to  get  them 
to  understand  it  all."  I nodded... and  reflected  how  we  both  have  seen  a 
pattern  emerging  now.. that  many  come  to  go  back. . .to  learn  the  Sacred 
honorable  ways  which  encompasses  far  more  than  stories.. or  lessons ....  and 
is  a way  of  life  that  one  must  walk. . .forever. . . 

We  drove... and  pointed  out  to  Fred  (who  is  here  for  the  summer  to  learn 
from  us  both)... the  places  of  our  People... and  told  him  the  stories  of  a 
Nation  who  walked  their  honor... who  lived  it... and  sadly  today,  many  have 
forgotten.  I told  Olivia  I think  there  is  hope... I believe  in  the  Dream 
of  One  People. .One  World.. and  she  nodded  in  agreement.. 

We  spoke  of  how  we  all  receive  messages  and  gifts  daily... and  how  in 
our  lives  of  rushing  we  miss  them.  I smiled,  as  I watched  my  friend 
speaking  to  Fred  and  telling  him  how,  when  one  first  hears  the  whipperwill 
it  is  our  message  from  Creator  that  winter  is  over ...  spring  is  here.. and  I 
wonder  if  those  little  things .. .those  things  we  were  taught  will  get 
passed  on.. to  future  generations  and  I pray  it  shall  be  so... 

Olivia  and  I have  agreed ....  and  I told  Gary  Night  Owl  the  other  day. . .we 
are  going  to  release  all  that  we  both  know... she  from  the  Eastern 
Nations.. me  from  the  Western .. .Olivia  and  I are  going  to  sit  next  week  and 
type  in  everything  we  have  been  taught... and  upload  it  on  disk... and 
release  it  all... The  significance  of  this  is  that  there  are  teachings  in 
it  of  the  Kutani ' s . . .the  Keetoowahs . . .the  traditional  things  that  few 
remember . . 

It  was  not  a easy  decision ...  and  much  prayer  was  involved .. but  we  both 
believe.. as  Arvol  has  sent  out  the  call  to  all  Pipe  Carriers ...  THIS  is  the 
year. .THIS  is  the  year  for  international  healing. .to  open  our  hearts  to 
all  Nations  to  Heal  Mother... It  must  be  so... for  more  reasons  than  I am 
allowed  to  share  with  you  now. 

I want  you  to  understand .. .there  are  two  factions  in  our 
Nations ...  Political  and  Spiritual .. .Modernists/Progressives  and  those 
who  are  traditionals . . .who  teach  the  old  ways... I belong  to  the  later.. as 
does  Olivia.  Sometimes  it  is  very  hard  to  live  this ...  sighs ...  but  it  is 
the  only  way,  I think,  to  fit  one's  life  into  the  Creator's  plan. 

So. .. .forgive  my  ramblings  today.. but  so  many  things  have  happened 
that  I want  to  share  with  you... 

Dim  Beer,  a outstanding,  spiritual  NA  Musician/composer  is  coming  to 
Atlanta  to  give  his  heart  and  music  to  our  video  series  for  you.  He  is 
meeting  with  Rainbow  Walker  and  Winterhawk  in  the  recording  studio  and  I 
am  to  meet  with  them  also... and  is  giving  his  music  to  be  recorded  as  his 
gift  to  the  Nations.. ALL  People... You  may  recall  that  he  is  the  one  who 
wrote  the  music  for  Leonard's  cause. 

Two  days  ago,  a Sacred  man  came  into  my  life... from  the  Qualla 
Boundary .. Father  Dohn...A  priest  there... He  shared  with  me  a story  I would 
speak  to  you  about... and  beg  your  patience  for  the  length  of  this... 

I stood  and  smiled  in  my  heart  as  I listened  to  this  man... a bundle  of 
enthusiasm. .energy. . .and  light... talk  rapidly  of  all  the  things  he  has 
been  given  in  his  life.  He  is  the  first  Priest  I have  met  who  is  a Pipe 
Carrier  and  observes  the  old  ways... I am  intrigued  and  fascinated  as  I 
listen  to  him. . . 

He  tells  me  how  he  has  struggled  up  there.. to  keep  the  church 
alive.. and  just  when  his  heart  was  down  and  he  was  thinking  of  asking  the 
Bishop  to  allow  him  to  move  out,  he  went  to  New  York  to  meet  with  his 
church  leaders .. Upon  arriving  in  the  Cathedral  there  to  meet  with  them, 
suddenly  the  Bishop  saw  the  pipe  he  carries  everywhere. .. and  asked 
permission  to  see  it... The  Bishop  took  it.. walked  directly  up  to  the  altar 
there. .offered  it  up  exactly  in  the  correct  way... and  blessed  it.. Father 
Dohn  was  stunned  to  see  he  knew  the  ceremonial  way  to  handle  the  pipe  in 
ceremony. . . 


The  next  day... Father  Dohn  received  a call  to  return  there. . .Thinking 
he  had  done  something  wrong.. he  was  very  apprehensive  as  he  arrived.. 

The  Bishop  asked  him  to  sit  down... He  said,  "Father  John... you  know 
that  plan  you  sent  us  years  ago.. about  those  17  acres  in  the  mountains 
where  you  wanted  to  build  a church  for  All  People  to  come  and  worship?" 
Father  John  looked  down  and  said.. "Yes , it  has  been  my  Dream..."  The 
Bishop  gently  smiled  and  said,  "Father.. you  have  stood  fast  in  the  faith 
for  the  People  there... Not  only  are  we  going  to  build  you  a church. .we' re 
building  you  a $7  Million  Dollar  Cathedral  Complex  there." 

*smiles  softly* 

Within  this  Cathedral  complex  will  be  places  for  people  who  are 
homeless  and  in  pain  to  come... of  all  nations.. 

As  I stood  there,  smiling  as  he  said  to  me.. "I  believe  the  Dream 
Brooke...",  I looked  into  the  eyes  of  this  Dreamer..of  a different 
religious  belief.. but  who  has  found  the  way  to  enjoin  both... and  I was  so 
proud  to  stand  in  his  presence.  He  told  me  that  on  the  day  they'll  open 
their  doors  to  consecrate  their  holy  grounds.. he  has  asked  native 
singers/dancers/drummer  to  come  and  dance  down  the  aisles... and  how  he 
designed  it  to  be  of  a native  setting. . . 

As  Olivia  and  I drove  back  through  the  mountains ...  I looked  over  those 
hills  and  reminded  her  of  Beloved  Woman... how  she  had  always  dreamed  of 
this  thing. . .peace. . .of  the  enjoining  of  all  beliefs  by  the  Dreamers  of 
the  World... and  Olivia  smiled  at  me  and  said... "She  Believed  the  Dream." 

And  so.... today,  when  many  of  you  might  be  downhearted .. holding  onto 
that  in  the  past  which  you  feel  so  bad  about... I say  to  you... learn  from 
it.. and  let  it  go... move  on... For  Believing  is  participation  in  life.. and 
only  when  we  participate  are  we  in  touch  with  the  Spiritual... 

Fred  sort  of  summed  it  up  for  us  as  we  came  home.. "You  know  what? 

Nobody  would  believe  all  of  this.... how  things  connect.. how  every  single 
thing  is  for  purpose  to  build  a web... Its  AWESOME.." 

*smiles*  Yes.... it  is 

"RE : More  on  Medals  of  Dis-Honor"  

Date:  11  May  1996  00:36:38  GMT 
From:  ggg9@ix.netcom.com (Gerald  Green) 

Sub j : More  on  Medals  of  Dis-Honor 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Date  line  WASHINGTON  April  28,  1996  From  the  Associated  Press. 

"Five  decades  after  they  served,  seven  black  war  heros  are  in  line  to 
get  the  Medal  of  Honor,  Americas  highest  military  decoration. 

The  names  of  the  seven,  who  served  in  World  War  II,  have  been  sent  to 
President  Clinton,  who  said  the  honors  are  long  overdue. 

'The  president  believes  there  are  honors  that  should  have  been  bestowed 
a long  time  ago, ' Deputy  White  House  Press  Secretary  Ginny  Terzano  said 
Saturday.  'It's  doing  the  right  thing  to  give  the  Medal  of  Honor  to  them 
now.  ' 

U.S.  News  & World  Report  says  in  its  May  6 issue,  on  newsstands  Monday, 
(4-29-96)  that  the  combat  records  of  the  seven  nominees  met  the  standards 
of  a special  Army  Senior  Officers  Awards  Board.  The  nominees  were 
identified  in  a 15-month  study  conducted  by  a team  of  military  historians 
assembled  by  Shaw  University  in  Raleigh,  N.C.  the  magazine  reported.  The 
list  also  has  been  forwarded  to  Congress,  which  must  waive  the  time  limit 
for  awarding  World  War  II  medals.  It  expired  in  1952.  The  waivers  are 
included  in  the  fiscal  1997  defense  authorization  bill. 

The  nominees  are:  [it  is  not  my  intention  to  interfere  with  the 

awarding  of  these  medals  or  to  embarrass  these  men] 

The  team  of  historians  reviewed  the  nation's  archives  and  interviewed 
veterans  to  find  out  why  no  blacks  received  any  of  the  432  Medals  of  Honor 
given  to  World  War  II  soldiers.  Nine  blacks  received  the  second-highest 
honor,  the  Distinguished  Service  Cross." 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

On  December  29,  1890  over  260  Lakota  civilians  were  murdered  near 


Wounded  Knee  Creek  South  Dakota,  by  members  of  the  United  States  Army. 

Twenty  of  these  soldiers  were  awarded  the  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor. 

My  name  is  Derry  Green,  and  I have  spent  the  past  few  years  researching 
the  Medals  of  Honor  given  to  twenty  U.S.  soldiers  for  their  actions  in  the 
Massacre.  Many  people  consider  me  a leading  authority  on  these  medals. 
Please  see  my  article  at  http://www.netgate.net/~jsd/GreenIntro.html  also 
see  http://www.onr.com/user/jdc 

I can  state  unequivocally  these  awards  were  not  deserved,  even  by  the 
standards  in  place  at  that  time.  All  the  evidence  points  to  an  attempted 
cover-up  by  the  Army,  assisted  by  other  branches  of  the  Federal  government. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  reasonable  person  to  whom  the 
fact  are  known,  that  these  medals  were  not  deserved. 

To  have  such  and  honor  bestowed  on  these  murderers  for  killing  women  and 
children  causes  Indian  people  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  every  thing  the 
government  does.  The  alienation  felt  by  Native  peoples  of  this  country  can 
never  be  alleviated  until  these  medals  are  rescinded.  At  some  point  we 
must  begin  the  healing  process. 

To  white  Americans  who  are  aware  of  the  situation  these  medals  represent 
what  is  worst  in  our  society.  As  a veteran  of  our  fiasco  in  South-East 
Asia  in  the  1960s  I knew  a great  many  men  who  were  much  more  deserving  of 
honor  than  the  twenty  at  Wounded  Knee.  The  lucky  ones  escaped  with  their 
lives,  and  not  much  more.  To  me,  and  these  men,  the  Congressional  Medals 
of  Honor  awarded  for  Wounded  Knee  represent  a slap  in  the  face.  Our 
country  dis-honors  itself  with  these  awards. 

I realize  rescinding  these  twenty  medals  could  open  a political  Pandoras 
box.  Others  may  come  forward  and  question  the  validity  of  other  awards. 
But,  Wounded  Knee  was  not  a battle  where  two  armed  groups  of  fighting  men 
opposed  each  other.  It  was  well  armed  United  States  Army  troops  opening 
fire  on  a group  of  unresisting,  unarmed,  civilians  whose  only  crime  was 
the  practice  of  religion.  Therefore,  the  medals  can  be  rescinded  without 
undue  controversy. 

There  is  a national  movement  with  the  goal  of  having  those  twenty  medals 
rescinded.  If  the  government  can  go  back  fifty  years  to  award  the  medal, 
why  can't  they  go  back  106  years  to  rescind  some? 

Please  join  with  us  and  help  get  these  medals  rescinded.  If  YOU  will 
take  a few  minutes  to  write  your  congressional  representatives,  and  ask 
two  friends  to  do  the  same. (Note  you  can  find  congressional  email 
addresses  at  http://thomas.loc.gov/)  Perhaps  we  can  earn  a measure  of 
justice  for  the  Lakota  people,  and  Americans  of  all  colors.  These  medals 
are  not  only  an  insult  to  the  Native  Peoples  of  this  nation,  but  to  all  of 
us.  Please  feel  free  to  call  write  or  email  my  if  you  have  any  questions 
or  if  I can  provide  you  with  additional  information. 

Thank  you, 

Derry  Green 
240  Derby  Drive 
Fayetteville,  Ga.  30215-5703 
770-461-2801 
ggg9@ix. netcom . com 

"RE:  ICWA  Update"  

Date:  Fri,  10  May  1996  19:26:43  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Alan  Mandell  <itcn@itcn . org> 

Subj : ICWA  Update 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

ADOPTION  BILL  INCLUDES  ICWA  AMENDMENTS  NCAI  LEGISLATIVE  BULLETIN 
LB-5/10/96-13  Today,  the  House  of  Representatives  concluded  its  action  on 
HR  3286,  the  Adoption  Promotion  and  Stability  Act  of  1996  and  voted 
212-195  to  Title  III,  the  anti-ICWA  amendments  proposed  by  Rep.  Deborah 
Pryce  (R-OH).  If  enacted  into  law,  these  amendments  will  determine  the 
ability  of  Indian  Tribes  to  determine  membership  and  will  remove  the  right 
of  Tribes  to  intervene  in  decisions  involving  Indian  children.  Make  no 
mistake  --  these  amendments  are  a direct  threat  to  Tribal  Governments 


across  the  nation. 

By  this  action,  determination  as  to  Tribal  membership  and  affiliation 
which  formerly  rested  with  the  Tribes  will  be  made  by  State  courts.  The 
amendments  also  interject  new  considerations  into  the  determination  of  who 
is  a Tribal  member,  and  would  prohibit  retroactive  Tribal  membership. 

The  Tribal  position  was  argued  by  Chairman  Don  Young  (AK)  with  assistance 
from  Rep.  Richardson  (NM),  Camp  (MI),  Kildee  (MI),  Furse  (OR),  Bereuter 
(NE),  Kennedy  (RI),  and  Boehlert  (NY). 

The  Administration,  through  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  (OMB) , 
released  a Statement  of  Administration  Policy,  date  9 May  1996,  denouncing 
Title  III  of  the  adoption  bill  by  stating  that: 

"[t]hese  provisions  raise  serious  concerns...  they  impinge  on 
Indian  tribal  sovereignty,  including  the  right  of  Tribal  courts  to 
determine  internal  Tribal  relations." 

The  Senate  is  the  next  step  for  the  adoption  legislation.  Any  developments 
on  the  adoption  legislation  will  be  disseminated  as  they  become  know.  For 
further  information  contact  Paul  Moorhead  or  Leland  McGee  as  (202) 

466-7767 


- "RE:  Chairman  Urges  Moratorium  Support"  

Date:  Wed,  08  May  1996  12:32:58  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Alice  McCombs  <amccombs@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Chairman  Urges  Moratorium  Support 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

May  8,  1996 

John  Teller,  Tribal  Chairman 
Menominee  Indian  Tribe  of  Wisconsin 

Tribal  Chairman  Urges  Wisconsin  Legislators  to  Follow  Constituents'  Wishes 

(Keshena,  WI)  Yesterday,  by  a 95  to  4 vote,  the  State  Assembly  passed 
a resolution  to  resurrect  the  Mining  Moratorium  bill.  Assembly  Bill 
758.  The  bill  would  prevent  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  from 
permitting  any  metallic  sulfide  mine  in  Wisconsin  until  such  a mine  has 
operated  elsewhere  for  10  years  and  been  reclaimed  for  10  years  without 
significant  water  contamination.  The  bill  had  been  killed  by 
Representative  Mark  Duff,  chair  of  the  Environmental  Resources 
Committee,  but  is  now  revived  by  Joint  Resolution  98,  authored  by 
Representative  Spencer  Black.  The  Senate  will  vote  this  afternoon  on 
whether  to  concur  with  the  resolution  to  revive  the  bill. 

"Yesterday's  vote  was  a victory  for  Wisconsin  citizens  who  care 
about  clean  water,"  said  Keith  Reopelle,  Associate  Director  for 
Wisconsin's  Environmental  Decade.  "The  lopsided  vote  on  this  issue  is 
extremely  encouraging.  Now  the  resolution  goes  to  the  Senate  where 
we're  hopeful  it  will  pass." 

"The  point  of  this  bill  is  that  Wisconsin  shouldn't  be  Exxon's 
guinea  pig  --  let's  prove  this  technology  works  before  risking  our 
drinking  water,  our  lakes  and  our  rivers,"  said  Caryl  Terrell, 

Legislative  Coordinator  for  the  John  Muir  Chapter  of  the  Sierra  Club. 

"That  was  the  message  of  over  1000  people  who  traveled  to  Rhinelander 
last  Saturday  to  protest  the  Exxon  mine.  People  all  over  Wisconsin  have 
flooded  their  legislators  with  calls  and  letters  in  support  of  the 
Mining  Moratorium.  The  Assembly  vote  reflects  the  overwhelming  will  of 
Wisconsin  citizens." 

"This  is  one  huge  step  for  mankind  --  now  we  have  to  convince  the 
Senate  to  advance  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  Mother  Earth,"  said 
Ken  Fish,  Director  of  Treaty  Rights  and  Mining  Impacts  for  the 
Menominee  Tribe. 

When  he  was  informed  about  the  vote.  Chairman  Teller  stated,  "As  we 
saw  from  yesterday's  vote,  our  state  Assembly  has  responded  to  the  public 
outcry  in  opposition  of  sulfide  mining  in  Wisconsin.  For  our  children's 
future,  we  are  hoping  that  the  state  Senate  acts  in  a similar  fashion 
to  revive,  and  then  pass,  the  Mining  Moratorium." 


CALL  YOUR  WISCONSIN  SENATOR!  GET  YOUR  WISCONSIN  FRIENDS,  NEIGHBORS,  AND 
FAMILY  MEMBERS  TO  CALL  THEIR  WISCONSIN  SENATOR. 

TELL  WISCONSIN  SENATORS: 

VOTE  TO  CONCUR  WITH  WISCONSIN  LEGISLATORS  TO  REVIVE  AB  758 
VOTE  FOR  THE  MINING  MORATORIUM,  AB  758/SB  516 

If  you  don't  know  who  youn  Wisconsin  Senator  is,  call  the  legislative 
hotline  toll-free:  1-800-362-9472.  Leave  a message  with  the  operator 
for  your  Senator.  Flood  the  Legislative  fax  line  with  messages 
supporting  the  Mining  Moratorium:  1-608-226-7038. 

If  you  don't  live  in  Wisconsin,  flood  this  toll-free  number  with  calls: 
1-800-361-9696. 

Tell  the  person  who  answers  that  a clean  environment  is  important  to 
you  and  you  support  AB  758/SB  516,  the  Mining  Moratorium. 

Flood  the  Legislative  fax  line:  1-608-226-7038. 

Thanks  in  advance  to  everyone  who  helps  with  this. 

Menominee  Nation  Treaty  Rights  & Mining  Impacts  Office 

P.O.  Box  910 

Keshena,  WI  54135 

Ph:  715 -799- 5620/ FX : 715-799-4525 

Email : nomining@keshena . wi . frontiercomm. net 

http://www.menominee.com/a-one/mccombs/home.htm 

"RE : Mohawk  Language  Learning  Materials"  

Date:  Thu,  9 May  1996  12:21:03  -0400 

From:  "Harold  P.  Koehler"  <hkoehler@EXECULINK.COM> 

Sub j : Mohawk  Language  Learning  Materials 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

MOHAWK  LANGUAGE  LEARNING  MATERIALS  NOW  AVAILABLE 

Introductory  Mohawk  - Part  I 

The  first  part  of  a three  part  language  course,  "Introductory  Mohawk 
Language  - Part  I"  is  now  complete  and  available.  It  represents  the  first 
half  of  an  introductory  course  called  "Tsi  Karhakta  - At  the  Edge  of  the 
Woods"  introducing  and  teaching  the  fundamentals  of  basic  Mohawk.  In  its 
entirety,  the  course  is  designed  to  teach  the  student  the  phonological  and 
morphological  aspects  of  Mohawk  grammar  enabling  eventual  fluency  in  the 
spoken  language  and  proficiency  in  literary  skills.  The  materials  are 
available  as  written  texts,  audio  cassette  tape  recordings,  or  interactive 
CD-ROM  technology  (see  description  of  materials  which  follows).  The 
materials  may  be  purchased  as  a complete  package  containing  1 Teaching 
Text  (including  lexicon),  1 workbook  (drill  and  translation  exercises), 
complete  set  of  cassette  tapes  covering  materials  in  Teaching  Text  (except 
lexicon),  and  1 CD-ROM  VERSION  of  all  materials  covered  in  the  texts 
(SYSTEM  REQUIREMENTS:  MPC  WINDOWS,  486+,  8M  RAM,  2X  CD-ROM),  text 
materials  with  accompanying  audio  cassettes  may  be  purchased  separately, 
as  well  as  the  CD-ROM  VERSION. 

The  course  was  developed  under  direction  by  David  Maracle,  Tyendinaga 
Mohawk,  at  The  University  of  Western  Ontario. 

// // 

COMPLETE  PACKAGE:  $249.00  Cdn  / $219.00  US 

CD-ROM  VERSION  $129.00  Cdn  / $109.00  US 

TEXT  MATERIALS  & CASSETTES  $149.00  Cdn  / $119.00  US 

Postage  & handling  $12.00  Cdn  / $9.00  US 

Distributed  by:  KANYEN ' KEHA  BOOKS,  Box  1234, 

Brantford  ON  N3T  5V6  Canada. 

Any  C.O.D.  orders  may  be  placed  through: 

KANYENKEHA@sscl . uwo . ca 

// // 

DESCRIPTION  OF  MATERIALS 
MOHAWK  LANGUAGE  LEARNING  COURSE 

Mohawk,  a language  spoken  by  descendants  of  a northeastern  North 
American  indigenous  people  of  the  Iroquoian  group,  is  being  prepared  and 
presented  for  instructional  purposes  as  a three  part  language  learning 


program.  Parts  I and  II  deal  with  all  the  major  aspects  of  Mohawk 
grammar:  phonology,  morphology,  and  syntactic  structures.  Part  III  will 
present  various  cultural  themes,  providing  ample  opportunities  to  increase 
vocabulary  and  cultural  knowledge.  In  order  to  make  the  language  as 
available  as  possible  to  as  many  as  are  interested,  the  entire  course  will 
be  available  in  three  language  learning  segments  or  packages.  Each 
package  will  consist  of:  a teaching  text  (with  a lexicon  attached),  a 
workbook  (consisting  of  practice  drills  and  translation  exercises),  an 
answer  book  for  self  correction  purposes,  a complete  set  of  audio  tapes 
based  upon  all  materials  covered  in  the  text,  and  additional  materials  or 
texts  to  supplement  the  language  learning  process.  In  addition  to  these 
materials,  a CD-ROM  providing  an  interactive  presentation  of  all  materials 
covered  in  the  texts  will  be  provided.  The  three  packages  will  be  made 
available  as  soon  as  they  are  complete. 

INTRODUCTORY  MOHAWK  PART  I 

The  first  part  of  the  three  part  language  learning  course.  Called, 
"Introductory  Mohawk  Language  - Part  I"  is  now  complete  and  available. 
Called  "Tsi  Karhakta  -At  the  Edge  of  the  Woods,"  it  represents  the  first 
part  of  an  introductory  level  language  acquisition  program  introducing  and 
teaching  the  fundamentals  of  basic  Mohawk.  The  course,  in  its  entirety, 
is  designed  to  teach  the  student  the  phonological  and  morphological 
aspects  of  Mohawk  grammar  enabling  eventual  fluency  in  the  spoken  language 
and  proficiency  in  literary  skills.  The  physical  aspects  of  PART  I will 
consist  of  the  following  materials. 

INTRODUCTORY  MOHAWK  LANGUAGE  TEACHING  TEXT 

This  teaching  grammar  consists  of  16  chapters  with  an  appended  lexicon 
of  all  the  vocabulary  used  within  the  text.  Each  chapter  is  divided  in 
sections,  each  of  which  deals  with  a particular  aspect  of  Mohawk  grammar 
and  word  use.  With  each  section  is  provided  practice  exercises  (for 
pronunciation  and  word  flow),  drill  exercises  (to  encourage  data  use  and 
manipulation),  and  translation  exercises  (English  to  Mohawk  and  Mohawk  to 
English).  The  text,  with  the  exception  of  the  lexicon,  is  backed  up  by 
the  audio  cassette  tapes. 

DRILLS  AND  TRANSLATION  EXERCISES 

This  is  a workbook  which  accompanies  the  teaching  grammar  in  accordance 
with  the  drills  and  translation  exercises  indicated  in  each  section  of 
each  chapter.  The  responses  to  the  drills  can  be  written  directly  into 
the  book,  however,  the  translation  exercises  (due  to  the  size  of  the  space 
needed  for  proper  completion)  will  require  the  use  of  an  additional 
writing  book.  The  entire  workbook  has  been  organized  so  that  there  will 
exist  only  one  possible  answer  for  each  drill  or  exercise,  providing  the 
student  follows  the  directions  outlined  in  both  the  teaching  text  and  the 
drill  and  translation  exercise  book. 

ANSWERS  TO  DRILLS  AND  TRANSLATION  EXERCISES 

Here  the  student  will  find  all  the  answers  required  for  the  Drill  and 
Translation  workbook.  The  answers  for  the  drills  have  been  provided  as 
they  should  appear  in  the  workbook  once  completed  by  the  student. 

Remember,  the  answer  book  is  for  correcting. 

AUDIO  CASSETTE  TAPES 

All  of  the  materials  covered  in  each  section  in  each  chapter,  as  well  as 
the  accompanying  practice  exercises,  is  provided  on  the  cassette  tapes. 

An  additional  tape  is  provided  specifically  for  pronunciation  practice  of 
the  vocabulary  provided  in  the  text.  None  of  the  material  provided  in  the 
Lexicon,  however,  is  available  on  the  cassette  tapes  due  to  the  size  of 
the  material. 

MOHAWK  LANGUAGE  CD-ROM 

The  CD-ROM  version  of  "Introductory  Mohawk  - Part  I"  uses  a totally 
interactive  automated  instructional  approach.  All  language  provided  in  the 
text  presentation  can  be  played  for  audio  purposes  enabling  students  to 
acquire  new  vocabulary  and  grammatical  features.  It  is  also  possible  for 
students  to  tape  record  their  own  voices  directly  after  each  audio 
response  as  a part  of  a pronunciation  comparison  feature.  The  lexicon, 
also  audio-responsive,  can  be  accessed  at  any  time.  There  are 
pronunciation  practise  exercises  which  provide  both  audio  and  written 
presentation  of  any  new  grammatical  feature  which  co-occur  with  vocabulary 


already  acquired.  Practice  drills  and  translation  exercises  are  presented 
in  a fashion  that  allows  the  student  to  type  in  an  answer  which  will  be 
corrected  by  the  program,  allowing  the  students  to  evaluate  their  own 
progress  as  they  go  through  each  section  and  chapter.  There  are  also  some 
supplementary  presentations  dealing  with  number  and  colour  constructions. 

SYSTEM  REQUIREMENTS:  MPC  WINDOWS,  486+,  8M  RAM,  2X  CD-ROM 

This  information  posted  by: 

HAROLD  P.  KOEHLER 
43  NAPOLEON  DRIVE 
LONDON  ON  CANADA 
N5V  4A8 

(519)453  5452,  Fax  453-3676,  E-mail  hkoehler@execulink.com 
Home  Page:  http://www.execulink.com/~hkoehler/ 

"RE : Celebration  of  West  Coast  Fisheries"  

Date:  9 May  1996  06:04:46  GMT 

From:  pmanuel@awinc.com  (Phillip  Manuel) 

Sub  j : Celebration  of  Aboriginal  West  Coast  Fisheries 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

NEWS  RELEASE  May  3,  1996  First  Fish  Ceremony 

MERRITT  --  This  year,  for  the  first  time  ever.  First  Nations  around  the 
province  are  cooperating  in  holding  a joint  "First  Fish  Ceremony"  Saturday, 
May  18,  1996  at  the  mouth  of  the  Fraser  River. 

The  Tsawwassen  First  Nation  will  host  the  event,  in  conjunction  with 
project  coordinators;  Leona  Rabbitt  and  Vivian  Narcisse  of  the  Nicola 
Valley.  The  First  Fish  Ceremony  will  take  place  at  the  Band 
Administration  Complex  on  Tsawwassen  land.  A map  of  the  site  is  included 
with  this  release.  People  are  encouraged  to  bring  their  own  chairs,  cups, 
plates  and  cutlery,  and  to  be  aware  that  lodging  will  not  be  provided. 

The  event  has  received  good  support  from  First  Nations  along  the  Fraser 
watershed,  from  the  Carrier-Sekani  on  the  northern  reaches  of  the  river  to 
the  Coast  Salish  people  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Other  groups  such  as 
the  Nuu-chah-nulth  on  Vancouver  Island  and  Interior  Salish  groups  in  the 
Okanagan-Similkameen  and  Washington  State  are  also  participating. 

The  return  of  migratory  salmon  stocks  to  B.C.'s  Fraser  watershed  was 
always  a time  of  celebration  for  First  Nations,  signalling  the  end  of 
winter  and  the  return  of  an  important  source  of  food.  The  first  fish  to 
arrive  were  greeted  with  a ceremony,  to  show  respect  for  the  salmon  and 
to  ensure  their  continued  abundance.  As  times  changed  and  salmon  stocks 
declined,  the  importance  of  these  ceremonies  was  set  aside  in  the 
memories  of  the  people  who  once  lived  in  harmony  with  the  resource  for 
their  mutual  survival.  However,  growing  government  and  public  recognition 
of  First  Nations'  role  in  the  conservation  and  enhancement  of  salmon  has 
accompanied  an  extraordinary  rebirth  of  once-neglected  cultural  and 
ceremonial  activities  along  the  watershed. 

Over  2000  people  are  expected  to  be  there,  and  the  project  coordinators 
are  working  to  raise  up  to  $3000  in  contributions.  Donations  and  support 
are  needed  in  the  following  areas: 

1.  Food  and  labour  for  the  feast  that  will  be  part  of  the  ceremony, 
especially  skilled  bannock  makers.  A list  of  required  foods  is  available 
from  the  coordinators,  but  donations  of  wild  game,  potatoes,  coffee, 
salad  greens  and  fresh  fruit  are  encouraged.  The  coordinators  request 
that  food  donations  be  brought  to  the  ceremony  site  early  on  May  18,  1996 
for  preparation  by  the  cooks.  Monetary  donations  for  plates,  cutlery  and 
other  items  will  also  be  gratefully  accepted.  These  can  be  forwarded  to 
the  Nicola  Valley  Tribal  Council,  Box  188,  Merritt,  B.C.  V0K  2B0.  Please 
note  "First  Fish  Ceremony"  on  all  monetary  donations,  so  receipts  can  be 
issued . 

2.  Singers,  drummers,  dancers,  speakers.  The  organizing  committee 
is  encouraging  representatives  from  all  regions  of  the  province  to  show 
their  support.  All  interested  parties  are  asked  to  forward  a list  of 


people  that  will  be  representing  their  First  Nation  at  the  ceremony. 


Some  confirmations  received  to  date  include: 

Linda  Prince  and  Elders  - Carrier-Sekani 

Johnny  Johnston  and  William  Alphonse  - Secwepemc  (Northern  Shuswap) 

Fred  Fortier  - Secwepemc 

Chief  Victor  York,  Chief  Louis  Paul,  Chief  Dewey  Shackelly,  Trudy  Jack,  Sharon 
and  Dave  Antoine,  Flank  Yamoulst,  B.C.  AFN  Vice-Chief  Kwaintco  (Linda 
Shackelly),  Clarence  Sheena,  Annie  Major  - Nicola  Valley  Nlakapamux  and 
Okanagan 

Chief  Albert  Saddleman  and  Byron  Louis  - Okanagan 

Moses  Louie,  Mary  Lou  Louie,  Charlie  Florse  - Similkameen 

Chief  Bucky  Ned,  Chief  Roger  Adolph,  Sam  Adolph,  Eddie  and  Mary  Napolean  - 

Stlatlimx 

Nathan  Spinks,  and  Chief  Alice  Monroe  - Nlakapamux 
Carl  Edgar  Jr  and  the  Port  Alberni  Drum  - Nuu-chah-nulth 
Chief  Simon  Lucas  - Chairman,  B.C.  Fisheries  Commission 
Felix  McGregor  - Nespelum,  Washington 
Betty  Walker  - Sto:lo,  Seabird  Island 

Arnie  Narcisse,  Nicola  Watershed  Fisheries  Stewardship  Authority;  and  Mike 
Baird,  Tsawwassen  Fisheries  Representative  --  co-MC's 

For  more  information,  contact: 

Leona  Rabbitt  (604)  378-4814 

Vivian  Narcisse  (604)  378-9079 

Nicola  Valley  Tribal  Council 

(attn  Arnie  Narcisse)  (604)  378-4235  (tel) 

(604)  378-9119  (fax) 

Tsawwassen  First  Nation 

(attn  Mike  Baird)  (604)  943-2112  (tel) 

(604)  943-9226  (fax) 

"RE : Poem:  My  Medicine  Stick"  

Date:  03  Apr  1996  16:04:22  GMT 

From:  JHB4450(a)utalrg.uta.edu(Joseph  Sky  Turtle) 

Sub j : My  Medicine  Stick 

UUCP  email 

My  Medicine  Stick 

I held  it  tight 
As  I slept 
And  in  my  dream 
I saw  light 
Folding,  unfolding. 

Or  so  it  seemed. 

Dance  with  me 

And  my  Medicine  Stick 

I asked  Great  Spirit. 

Folds  of  light 
Took  up  my  Stick 
And  we  danced 
On  a carpet 
Of  nothingness. 

And  of  my  guide 
I asked  the  Light, 

To  which  he 

Flanded  it  to  His  right. 

I turned  to  look. 

And  guess  who  took 
My  Medicine  Stick 
Into  his  right  hand? 

Star  Guide. 


A strange  and  silent 
Creature  sparkling 
In  the  nothingness. 

Now  my  Medicine  Stick, 
Held  by  folds  of  Light, 
Grasped  real  tight 
By  Star  Guide, 

Is  more  powerful 

Than  when  I fell  asleep. 

1ST 


"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/05/09  00:24 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub  j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  May  19-25 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

19 

The  setting  sun  flashes  briefly  green  upon  the  surface  of  the  ocean. 

20 

The  islands  rise  up  from  the  ocean  floor  to  greet  the  sky! 

21 

The  wind  and  the  rain  join  together  to  create  life. 

22 

Life  always  reveals  new  possibilities. 

23 

Feast  upon  the  riches  of  the  land. 

24 

Follow  the  paths  of  the  stars,  and  you  will  never  be  lost. 

25 

When  the  wind  has  come  full  circle  'round  the  earth,  it  returns  to  the 
place  of  its  beginning. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

- — "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  16  May  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Sun,  5 May  1996  18:33:50  GMT 
From:  yona@infi.net  (Rabiah  Vincent) 

Sub j : North  American  Iroquois  veterans  pow  wow 
Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture. native, alt . native 

north  american  iroquois  veterans  association  will  be  hosting  their 
fourth  annual  pow-wow  july  20th  & 21st  at  veterans  park  in  salamahca 
new  york.. seneca  nation.. 

for  more  information  or  vendors  applications  please  contact: 
hal."jack"  johnson  716-283-0084 
barb,  hemlock  716-337-3714 


bunt  anderson  905-871-9356 
snail  mail  address: 
n . a . i . v. a . 
p.o.  box  273 
lasalle  station 
niagra  falls,  new  yonk  14304 
this  is  a great  pow  wow. . . . 
rabiah  Vincent 
yona@infi . net 

remember  the  next  seven  generations .. .we  are  responsible  for  our 
childrens, childrens,  children... 


Date:  Wed,  8 May  1996  10:53:28  CST 

From:  "dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu"  <dborn@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU> 

Sub j : Lakewood  CC  Pow  Wow  Exhibition 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

Please  take  note  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa's  upcoming  Pow  Wow. 

The  Pow  Wow  will  take  place  on  May  31st  from  11:00am  to 
9:00pm  and  on  Dune  1st  from  9:00am  to  9:00pm  at 
Lakewood  Community  College.  3401  Century  Avenue  N, 

White  Bear  Lake. 

American  Indian  arts  and  crafts  will  be  exhibited  and  sold. 

There  will  also  be  dancers  and  storytellers  performing  on 
both  days.  Food  service  will  also  be  available. 

Admission  is  $1  for  non-students  and  free  for  any  student. 

Raffles  will  be  held  on  both  days. 

Proceeds  from  the  event  will  help  establish  a new 
scholarship  at  Lakewood  for  American  Indian  students. 

Thank  you  for  any  help  you  can  provide  in  spreading  the  word 
about  this  event.  If  you  have  any  further  questions  please 
call  the  Phi  Theta  Kappa  office  at  Lakewood  (779-3333)  or 
contact  Lynnette  Shaw  (487-2435). 


Date:  Thu,  9 May  1996  08:16:49  -0500 

From:  "David  0.  Born"  <dborn@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU> 

Sub j : Indian  Month  Activities 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

Here  is  a list  of  a few  of  the  activities  still  coming  for  the  Twin  Cities 
area  during  Indian  month.  If  you  know  of  other  events,  please  post  them. 
The  phone  numbers  listed  are  contacts  for  exact  locations  and  times. 

May  17th  - Cultural  Diversity  Seminar  ($195)  w / Lee  Antell  Mystic  Lake 
297-5817 

May  17th  - Ind.  Family  Services  & Elders  Open  House  348-5788 
And  still  more  to  come  when  I get  time  to  post  them 

"Sane  people  are  all  the  same.  Crazy  people  are  crazy  in  their  own  special 
way. 

" Gestur  Davidson,  in  a paraphrase  of  Tolstoy 
David  0.  Born,  Ph.D. 

Chair,  Department  of  American  Indian  Studies 

102  Scott  Hall 

University  of  Minnesota 

Minneapolis,  MN  55455 

612-624-2556  or  625-9438 

Fax:  624-3858 

e-mail:  dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu 


From:  sahtu@aol.com  (Sahtu) 
Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 
Sub j : AIM  Sovereign  Nation  Powwow 
Date:  14  May  1996  06:55:37  -0400 


Sovereign  Nation  Powwow 
Presented  by:  American  Indian  Movement 
Sat.  Dune  1,  1996;  1pm  - 11pm 
Sun.  Dune  2,  1996;  1pm  - 5pm 
Riverview  Middle  School 
205  Pacifica  Avenue 
Pittsburgh  CA 

For  Vendor  Booth  or  Info  Call: 
Carole/Darrell  Standing  Elk  (510)  609-8517 


Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 

Sub j : SDSU  Red  Earth  Day  Celebration 

Date:  14  May  1996  06:55:23  -0400 

Red  Earth  Day  Celebration  - SDSU 
Sponsored  by  AISES  (SDSU  Chapter)  et  al 
Wednesday,  May  15,  1996 
Noon  - 2 pm 

Student  Union  Amphitheatre 
San  Dose  State  University 
Pima  & Anecita  Agustinez 
Navajo  prayer  and  poem 
Swift  Cloud  - Lakota  Drummers 

Billy  Labeau,  Gilbert  Rocha,  George  Garcia,  Ken  Curley,  Farol  Phelps 
Calvin  Fastwolf  - Author 
For  information  call:  (408)  924-2735 


From:  sahtu@aol.com  (Sahtu) 

Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 
Sub j : UCSC  Powwow  5/18-19 
Date:  14  May  1996  06:55:35  -0400 

UCSC  Powwow 

May  18  - 19,  1996 

University  of  California,  Santa  Cruz 
Santa  Cruz,  CA 
NO  DRUGS 
NO  ALCOHOL 

Host  Northern:  Blackbull  Dr. 

Host  Southern:  The  Hales 
Host  Local:  3 Rivers  Lodge 
Head  Man:  Donathan  Windy  Boy 
Head  Woman:  Elaine  Snow 
Arena  Blessing:  Grandpa  Whitecloud 
Arena  Director:  Alvin  Windy  Boy 
M.C.:  Michael  Edmonds 
Gourd  Dancer:  Phil  Collins 
For  more  info  call: 

Anndie  Oandasan  (408)  459-2296 
Dina  Toya  (408)  469-3111 

SANAI  Office  (408)  459-3494 


From:  "KING,DOHN"  <john . king@draco . dhs . state . tx. us> 

Subject:  WORLD  INDIGENOUS  YOUTH  CONF. 

Hello, 

My  name  is  Troy  Storfjell,  and  I am  writing  you  from  the  town 
of  Tromso  in  northern  Norway.  I have  recently  become  involved  with 
the  planning  of  the  4th  World  Indigenous  Youth  Conference  which  is 
being  hosted  by  the  Saami  people. 

The  Saami  are  the  indigenous  inhabitants  of  Fenno-Scandinavia 
and  the  Kola  Penninsula  in  Russia.  Today  our  land,  Sapmi,  is 
divided  by  the  borders  of  Norway,  Sweden,  Finland  and  Russia.  Yet 
we  are  one  people,  and  have  struggled  to  maintain  our  unity,  as 


well  as  are  cultural  heritage,  our  language  and  our  traditional  way 
of  life.  In  this  struggle  we  have  developed  contacts  with  other 
indigenous  peoples  around  the  world  which  have  benefited  us 
greatly. 

Participation  in  the  World  Council  of  Indigenous  Peoples  has 
not  only  given  us  political  strength.  We  have  also  learned  from  the 
experiences  of  others  and  drawn  spiritual  strength  from  the 
comradery  that  has  developed.  So  when  the  Cree  Nation  hosted  the 
1st  World  Indigenous  Youth  Conference  in  Quebec  in  1992,  we  were 
happy  to  attend.  The  second  Conference  was  hosted  by  the 
Aboriginal  peoples  of  Australia,  and  the  3rd  by  the  Shuar  Nation  in 
Ecuador. 

Now  it  is  our  turn.  The  4th  Conference  will  be  held  this 
summer  in  Bijje  Spidtje  (Vedalen  in  Swedish)  in  Sweden,  from  the 
13th  to  the  20th  of  Dune.  Delegates  from  around  the  world  will 
gather  to  discuss  important  issues  facing  indigenous  youth,  meet 
and  get  to  know  each  other,  and  develop  strategies  for  the  future. 

I realize  that  this  is  rather  late  notice.  Actually,  the  word 
has  been  out  for  some  time,  but  apparently  only  to  a limited 
degree.  So  I have  taken  the  liberty  of  exploring  the  internet  for 
addresses  of  prospective  participants  and/or  people  who  seem  likely 
to  have  contacts  in  various  indigenous  communities  and  who  could 
pass  the  invitation  along. 

The  conference  is  specifically  for  indigenous  youth  between 
the  ages  of  14  and  35.  Others,  however,  are  welcome  to  attend  in 
an  observer  status.  We  encourage  delegates  to  bring  with  them 
cultural  craftworks,  musical  instruments,  artworks,  and  just  about 
anything  they  can  think  of.  We  also  welcome  initiative  from 
delegates  on  ideas  for  presentations  or  other  arrangements . 

Rather  than  going  into  extensive  detail  on  the  nature  of  the 
Conference,  I will  refer  you  to  the  Conference's  home  page.  It  can 
be  found  at:  http://www.itv.se/boreale/wiyceng.htm  For  those 
without  internet  access,  or  those  who  want  more  information,  the 
official  e-mail  address  for  the  Conference  is: 

4wiyc@mbox200.swipnet.se  You  can  also  request  a faxed  information 
brochure  through  this  address.  I realize  that  if  you  haven't  heard 
about  the  Conference  before  now,  it  may  be  a little  difficult  to 
come.  However,  I would  encourage  you  to  try.  In  addition  to  any 
funds  you  may  be  able  to  obtain  from  your  own  nation  or 
community,  we  have  several  people  employed  here  seeking  funds  to 
assist  delegates.  Above  all,  I ask  that  you  pass  this  information 
on,  and  quickly.  I hope  we  can  have  representation  from  as  many 
different  peoples  as  possible. 

Thank  you,  and  Ealat  dearvan!  (Live  well!) 

Troy 

Troy  Storfjell  troy@isl.uit.no 


From:  gwildl9@idt.vivid.net  (GailWild) 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Sub j : Planning  Ahead 

Date:  Wed,  15  May  1996  02:31:59  GMT 

Planning  Ahead...  Updates  on  the  7th  Annual  Running  Water  Pow  Wow  on 
the  Labor  Day  Weekend.  Rome,  Georgia. 

What  are  your  plans  AFTER  the  Olympics?  The  Native  American 
Preservation  Association  of  Georgia  is  having  our  Cherokee  Homecoming, 

& Ripe  Corn  Festival,  which  we've  named  the  Running  Water  Pow  Wow 
because  it's  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Oostanaula  River.  This 
year,  we've  added  a tee  pee  competition! 

We  are  proud  and  honored  to  have  Richard  D.  Bird  (Cherokee)  as  our 
M.C.  again  this  year.  (I  am  not  a officer  of  NAPA,  so  I couldn't  vote 
for  the  M.C.  but  I lobbied  hard  for  Mr.  Bird  to  be  offered  the 
position.)  Mr.  Bird's  presence  as  M.C.  greatly  enhances  the  quality 
of  a pow  wow  for  the  following  reason: 

He's  very  good  at  what  he  does,  he's  dependable,  and  he's  always 


there  when  you  need  him  --  you  don't  have  to  hunt  him  down. 

The  following  kewl  people  are  also  participating. . . 

Headlady  Dancer  is  Laretta  F.  Weaver  (Mowa  Choctaw/Cherokee) 

Host  Drum  is  Blue  Earth  (Cherokee) 

Southeast  Indian  Culture  is  lack  Boedeker  (Cherokee  descent) 

Color  Guard  is  the  Native  American  Warrior  Society 
Musical  Entertainment  is  provided  by  Sara  Bird. 

Headman  Dancer  is  to  be  announced. 

The  Arena  Director  and  Story  Teller  are  to  be  announced.  The  usual 
guys  are  coming,  but  they  want  to  dance  this  year,  so  we  may  have  to 
get  new  ones!  (Thats  OK,  they  are  wonderful  dancers,  too) 

More  information: 

Frank  Blair  (706)  232-1714 
Virgil  Shepherd  (706)  777-1710 


Date:  Wed,  15  May  1996  02:12:43  -0600 

From:  Marcellus  Antonio  Proctor  <maproct@wam . umd . edu> 

Sub j : Native  American  Pow  Wow  in  Maryland 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

American  Indian  Cultural  Center 
Cedar  Road  & Country  Lane 
14th  Annual 

Native  American  Indian 
Pow-Wow  & Festival 
lune  1,  1996  (Noon  to  6 pm) 
lune  2,  1996  (Noon  to  5 pm) 

Head  Drum:  Rocky  Park 
Head  Male  Dancer:  Wayahstj  Richardson 
Head  Female  Dancer:  TBA 

SPECIAL  ATTRACTION 
AZTEC  Dancers  from  MEXICO 
ADMISSION 
Adults  $5 
Children  7-12  $3 
6 & under  FREE 
Bring  a Lawn  Chair 
Sponsored  by: 

The  Maryland  Indian 
Heritage  Society,  Inc. 

For  further  information 
(301)  372-1932 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Eric  Brunner(CORRECTION  to  Cherokee  Observer  forward),  Freddie  Blue  Fox, 
Joseph  Sky  Turtle,  Janet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Brooke  Craig,  Wanbli  Sapa, 
Ann  Stewart,  Gerald  Green,  Feather  Eaglerock,  Larry  Innes,  Harold  P.  Koehler, 
John  Teller,  Menominee  Tribal  Chairman  via  Alice  McCombs(embedded  request), 
Phillip  Manuel,  Tiffany  Brownwood,  Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  16  May  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 


Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

From:  tryond@watmail.ucr.edu  (Damian  Tryon) 

Sub j : 15th  Medicine  Ways  Conference  and  Pow  Wow  (24-25  May,  Riverside, 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

University  of  California,  Riverside 

15th  ANNUAL  MEDICINE  WAYS  CONFERENCE  and  POW  WOW 

Gourd  Dance 

"Returning  to  our  Traditional  Medicine  Ways" 

Pow  Wow:  May  24  (Friday)  & 25  (Saturday) 

Specials  on  Fri.  only  - Contest  on  Sat. 

Conference:  May  25  (Saturday) 

9 am  to  5pm 

Conference  Speakers: 

Russell  Means  (Lakota),  Keynote 

Dr.  David  Lucero  (Diegueno),  Today's  and  Traditional  Technology  in 
Medicine 

David  Swallow  (Lakota),  Spiritual  Leader 

Katherine  Saubel  (Cahuilla),  1995  American  Indian  Woman  of  the  Year, 
Tradition  - California  Indian 

Chairman  Anthony  Pico  (Kumeyaay),  Viejas  Indian  Reservation/  Gaming/ 
Tribal  Sovereignty 

Doe  Contreras  (Tachi  Yokut),  Chair  of  California  Indian  Youth  Leadership 
Council 

Cahuilla  Margaret  Red  Elk  (Sioux/Cahuilla) , Repatriation  and  Medicine 
Luke  Madrigal  (Cahuilla),  Assistant  Director  of  ICFS,  Origins  of  Medicine 
Ways  conference/ICWA 

Professor  Clifford  Trafzer  (Wyandot),  Ethnic  Studies  professor,  UCR 
Karlene  Vernaci  ( Luiseno/Miwok) , UC  American  Indian  Counselors/Recruiters 
Association 

Charley  Hill  (Oneida),  Comedian 
Pow  Wow  Staff: 

Flost  Northern  Drum:  Mountain  Hawk,  Matt  Moreno  (Tarahumara) 

Southern  Head  Drum:  Sooner  Nation,  Steve  Bohay  (Kiowa) 

MC:  Pete  Many  Horses  (Duaneno) 

Arena  Director:  Bob  Rivera  (Chumash) 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Apesanahskwat  (Menominee) 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  Adela  Kolb  (Luiseno) 

Head  Gourd  Dancer:  Darren  Henson  (Cherokee) 

+ + 

| PEON  GAMES  * BIRD  SINGERS  | 
i BASKET  WEAVING  DEMONSTRATION  j 
+ + 

Directions:  Take  the  60  freeway  towards  Riverside.  In  Riverside,  take  the 
University  exit.  Turn  left... you  will  see  signs  directing  you  to  both  the 
conference  and  the  pow  wow.  Hope  to  see  you. 

Absolutely  no  drugs  or  alcohol. 

Not  responsible  for  theft,  loss,  accident  injury,  or  personal  expense. 

For  more  information  and  vendors  call:  (909)  787-4143  or  return  e-mail  to 
tryond@watmail .ucr.edu 


Co-sponsored  by  the  Native  American  Student  Association,  UCR  American 
Indian  Science  & Engineering  Society,  and  UCR  American  Indian  Alumni 
Association 


Date:  Wed,  8 May  1996  15:37:22  CST 

From:  airpi@tc.umn.edu  (American  Indian  Research  & Policy  Inst.) 


Sub j : AIRPI  Spring  Forum  (Minneapolis,  30-31  May) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Please  forward  this  announcement  to  anyone  interested.  Thank  you. 

The  Threatened  State  of  Tribal  Sovereignty 
a forum  presented  by  the 
American  Indian  Research  and  Policy  Institute 
A collective  voice  from  American  Indians  is  needed  in  response  to  recent 
threats  to  tribal  sovereignty  by  the  courts,  state  governments  and  the  U.S. 
Congress.  This  forum  provides  an  opportunity  to  address  the  pressing 
issues  of  block  grants,  court  decisions,  devolution  of  federal  trust 
responsibilities,  taxation  of  tribal  lands,  intrusive  actions  by  state 
governments  and  a hostile  Congress. 

WHEN:  May  30  - 5:30  p.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 

May  31  - 8:30  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

WHERE:  Regal  Minneapolis  Hotel 
1313  Nicollet  Ave. 

800-522-8856  (for  sleeping  room  reservations) 

Park  in  the  Minneapolis  Convention  Center  Ramp  and  take  the  skyway  to  the 
Regal  Hotel.  Enter  ramp  off  Second  Avenue  South  at  12th  Street. 

Thursday,  May  30,  1996 

5:30  p.m.  Welcome.  Speaker:  Marge  Anderson,  Tribal  Chair  of  the  Milles 
Lacs  Band  of  Ojibwe 
6:30  P.M.  Dinner 

7:30  p.m.  Open  Forum.  Roger  Jourdain. 

Friday,  May  31,  1996 
8:30  a.m.  Registration 

9:00  a.m.  Welcome  Remarks 

John  Poupart,  President  of  the  American  Indian  Research  and 
Policy  Institute 
9:15  a.m.  Invocation 

9:30  a.m.  Breakout  Session 

- Federal/Tribal  Relations,  The  Trust  Responsibility 
Bobby  Whitefeather,  Chairman  of  the  Red  Lake  Tribe 

- Recent  Court  Decisions  Affecting  Indian  Tribes 
Lenor  Scheffler,  Attorney 

Audrey  Cavender,  Attorney 

- Tribal-State  Relations 

Norman  Deschampe,  Chairman  of  the  Grand  Portage  Tribe 

- The  Unfriendly  Congress 
Tadd  Johnson,  Attorney 

12:00  p.m.  Luncheon 

Speaker:  Peterson  Zah,  Former  Chairman  of  the  Navajo  Nation 
1:30  p.m.  Break-out  Session  Reports 

4:15  p.m.  Closing  Remarks 

REGISTRATION: 

$10.00  before  May  15,  1996.  $15.00  at  the  door.  Registration  MUST  BE 

RECEIVED  BY  MAY  15  if  you  would  like  meals  on  Thursday  and  Friday. 

Fee  includes  conference,  dinner  on  Thursday  evening,  continental  breakfast 
and  lunch  on  Friday,  and  a summary  report  mailed  to  you  after  the  forum. 

For  more  information,  call  (612)  644-1728 
Mail  registration  and  conference  fee  to: 

The  American  Indian  Research  and  Policy  Institute 

749  Simpson  Street 

St.  Paul,  MN  55104 

Please  include  in  your  request: 

Name,  Organization,  Mailing  address.  Phone. 


American  Indian  Research  & Policy  Institute 
in  association  with  Hamline  School  of  Law 
749  Simpson  Street 
Saint  Paul,  Minnesota  55104 


airpi(3gold  .tc.umn.edu 
voice  612-644-1728 
fax  612-644-0740 


"RE:  Action  Alert:  Enola  Hill 


Date:  Thu,  9 May  1996  11:44:42  -0700 

From:  tbrown@calvin.linfield.edu  (Tiffany  Brownwood) 

Sub j : Enola  Hill  - ACTION  ALERT! 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

On  Tuesday  morning  200  hundred  people  gathered  at  the  base  of  Enola  Hill 
to  raise  their  voices  for  the  Sacred  land  and  trees.  At  8:00  a.m.  50 
individuals  crossed  the  closure  line  and  walked  toward  the  sounds  of 
screaming  saws  and  falling  timber. 

The  individuals  walked  through  what  used  to  be  a majestic  forest  and  now 
reduced  to  a clear-cut.  Healthy  trees  lay  strewn  across  the  land 
disrupting  the  peaceful  flow  of  the  earth. 

By  10:00  a.m.  the  forest  service,  sheriff's  department,  and  swat  team 
surrounded  two  groups  of  individuals  protesting  this  travesty.  They  were 
handcuffed  and  threatened,  but  they  refused  to  leave.  So  they  were  hauled 
off  the  hill  on  stretchers. 

Their  actions  stopped  the  logging  for  an  entire  day.  For  one  day  the 
trees  and  land  were  safe. 

Thirty-six  people  were  arrested  and  thrown  in  jail. 

On  their  release  form  from  jail  it  states  that  they  are  not  to  have 
contact  with  the  victims  of  the  crime,  the  logging  co.,  isn't  it  ironic 
that  it  is  truly  us,  the  trees  and  the  land,  that  are  the  victims. 

The  fight  will  continue  until  the  saws  stop  their  killing. 

- "RE:  Innu  Nation  Task  Force  Report"  

Date:  Mon,  13  May  1996  14:50:54  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@Orion .YorkU.CA> 

Sub j : Innu  Nation  Task  Force  Report  on  Mining 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Innu  Nation  Task  Force  on  Mining  Activities 


The  Innu  used  to  call  the  place  Kauipuskats  Shipish  (Burning  Spot  Brook) 
where  the  drill  sites  are  at  Voisey's  Bay.  I used  to  stay  there  in  the 
fall.  Then  there  was  a fellow  used  to  stay  there  - Amos  Voisey,  a fur 
trader.  That's  when  we  started  to  call  the  place  Emish.  I see  the  beauty 
of  the  land.  The  only  thing  I'm  worried  about  is  the  animals  and  rivers 
and  I don't  want  to  see  a lot  of  hectares  of  land  destroyed.  I know  there 
are  some  graveyards  north  of  the  drilling  sites.  It  seems  like  the 
government  has  stolen  our  land.  I began  to  realize  the  change  in  our  way 
of  life  is  the  midst  of  poverty.  - Tshenish  Pasteen,  Davis  Inlet  elder 

Bombarded  by  a bonanza  of  mining  activities  on  its  territory,  the  Innu 
Nation  decided  to  set  up  a Task  Force  on  Mining  Activities  in  November 
1995.  Six  commissioners  were  appointed  from  both  Davis  Inlet  and 
Sheshatshiu  and  mandated  to  provide  information  on  mining  issues  to  the  two 
communities  and  to  gather  public  opinion  on  how  to  respond  to  mining 
developments  in  Nitassinan.  Through  interviews,  questionnaires,  bilingual 
newsletters,  workshops,  and  open-line  community  radio  and  TV  programs,  the 
Task  Force  disseminated  information  and  gathered  voices.  The  results  are 
documented  in  a report,  NTESINAN,  NTESHINIMINAN,  NTENIUNAN : Between  a Rock 
and  a Hard  Place,  a collage  of  opinions  and  analysis  on  the  proposed  nickel 
mine  at  Voisey's  Bay  and  other  mineral  exploration  activities. 

According  to  the  report,  the  Innu  expect  to  pay  the  highest  price  and 
gain  the  least  from  mining  developments.  Most  Innu  are  opposed  to  a mine 
at  Voisey's  Bay  or  on  other  land  they  have  never  ceded  through  a treaty  or 
land  rights  agreement.  The  report  outlines  extensive  traditional  and 
ongoing  Innu  land  use  at  Emish.  They  have  for  generations  grown  up,  had 
children  and  buried  loved  ones  there.  They  have  traded,  gathered  and 
shared  with  Inuit  people,  and  continue  to  hunt  and  fish  there.  The  report 
provides  a scathing  indictment  of  how  governments  and  industry  persist  in 


ignoring  and  violating  Innu  rights. 

The  report  also  defines  Innu  concerns  regarding  anticipated  environmental 
and  socio-economic  impacts  from  a mine  at  Emish.  They  expect  the  land  in 
the  area  will  be  destroyed  and  fear  the  impacts  of  pollution  from  tailings 
and  acid  mine  drainage.  Wildlife  will  be  harmed  or  driven  away  and  Innu 
will  lose  this  hunting  territory.  Many  respondents  are  worried  that  Sacred 
burial  grounds  and  archaeological  sites  will  be  disturbed. 

lobs  were  mentioned  most  frequently  as  a potential  benefit  for  the  Innu, 
but  many  Task  Force  participants  thought  only  a few  labour  jobs  would  be 
available  to  the  Innu  and  the  well-paying  long-term  jobs  would  go  to 
outsiders.  Respondents  also  expected  a rise  in  social  problems  including 
an  increase  in  alcoholism  and  related  problems  such  as  family  violence, 
child  neglect,  suicide,  crime,  racism  and  community  conflict.  Ongoing 
disintegration  of  Innu  culture  was  also  cited  as  a major  problem. 

Finally,  the  Task  Force  prepared  24  recommendations  for  the  Innu  Nation, 
industry  and  governments.  These  include  a recommendation  for  the  Innu 
Nation  to  enter  into  negotiations  for  an  Impact  Benefit  Agreement  (IBA) 
with  the  Voisey  Bay  Nickel  Company,  but  with  extreme  caution  given  the 
level  of  opposition  and  concern  within  its  communities.  The  Task  Force 
recommends  that  IBA  negotiations  be  completed  and  land  rights  settled 
before  a mine  is  developed.  Protests,  media  campaigns  and  legal  action  are 
also  recommended  as  viable  strategies  if  negotiations  don't  result  in 
substantial  benefits  for  the  Innu.  Other  recommendations  address  the  need 
for  the  company  to  go  beyond  government  regulations  for  environmental 
protection,  the  need  for  training  and  support  programs  to  assist  Innu  in 
obtaining  and  retaining  jobs  and  the  urgent  need  to  develop  programs  to 
mitigate  against  social  problems. 

Anger  permeates  the  Task  Force  report.  While  the  Davis  Inlet  Innu  continue 
to  live  in  poverty  without  basic  amenities  such  as  potable  water,  millions 
of  dollars  pour  into  nearby  Voisey' s Bay  for  explorations  work  and  further 
billions  are  being  generated  for  faraway  shareholders  who  have  never  laid 
eyes  on  the  place.  Companies  meet  behind  closed  doors  to  weigh  the  profits 
and  financial  risks,  but  in  their  gold  rush  fever  do  they  weigh  the  risks 
faced  by  the  First  Peoples  of  the  land  they  wish  to  exploit? 

For  copies  of  Between  a Rock  and  A Hard  Place,  contact  the  Innu  Nation, 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  A0P  1M0,  CANADA.  Tel:  (709)  497-8399 
or  Fax:  (709)  497-8396. 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.apc.org/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.O.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  es051322@orion . yorku . ca  fax:  (709)  497-8396 
\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/= 


— "RE:  A Warrior's  Story"  

Date:  Thu,  9 May  1996  12:44:05  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : A Warrior's  Story 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[Editorial  note:  It  is  with  humble  and  thankful  heart  I redistribute  this 
very  personal  response,  with  permission  from  Grandmother 
Eaglerock  and  Grandfather  Bernard.  I am  honored  they 
grant  me  permission  to  share  these  words  with  you.] 

- gary  Night  Owl 

O'siyo  from  this  Tsalagi  gramma  in  Anishnaabe  country. 

This  is  in  response  to  the  many  people  who  have  e-mailed  their  moral  and 
spiritual  support  to  my  husband,  Bernard,  for  speaking  up  and  out  about 
the  traditional  ways  of  our  people  and  the  reality  of  our  people  today.  I 
thank  you  all. 

My  husband  was  born  and  raised  in  Ponsford,  Minnesota  on  the  White  Earth 
Reservation.  He  is  the  grandson  of  Wolf  Rock  and  a direct  descendent  of 


Chief  May-Dway-Aush , who  the  white  men  called  Flatmouth.  He  lived  for  a 
period  of  time  with  his  maternal  great-grandfather  Ahn-Da-Bi-Tung  in 
Bravik,  Minnesota. 

He  was  educated  in  the  catholic  mission  school  in  Ponsford  where  he  was 
punished  many  times  for  speaking  his  first  language,  Ojibwe.  He  and  his 
first  wife,  Geraldine  Stone,  did  not  teach  their  children  to  speak  Ojibwe, 
because  they  did  not  want  them  to  suffer  in  the  school  as  they  had. 

My  husband  is  a combat  veteran  who  served  two  tours  of  duty  in  Korea. 
During  those  two  tours  he  was  wounded  5 times  in  hand-to-hand  combat  and 
by  mortar  fire.  He  and  Pete  Spotted  Wolf  of  the  Sioux  Nation  were  M.I.A. 
(missing  in  action)  surrounded  by  enemy  soldiers  they  hid  in  a cave  for 
two  weeks  where  they  both  froze  their  feet. 

In  November  of  1951,  on  the  day  after  Thanksgiving,  a mortar  exploded 
over  the  bunker  he  was  sleeping  in,  causing  the  tons  of  rock  and  dirt  over 
him  to  cave  in,  crushing  his  face.  After  being  in  a coma  for  months  he  had 
to  be  taught  to  talk  again,  in  English. 

He  served  his  country  proudly  and  although,  he  was  discharged  with  a 
disability  rating  due  to  his  combat  wounds,  he  was  not  awarded  purple 
heart  citations  from  the  United  States  government  until  35  years  later. 

He  has  never  received  credit  from  the  U.S.  government  for  single  handedly 
capturing  an  enemy  platoon.  He  was  evacuated  after  getting  the  end  of  his 
thumb  shot  off,  taking  a rifle  away  from  an  enemy  soldier  in  hand-to-hand 
combat.  The  powers  that  be  assumed  that  when  comrades  stated  that  'Rock 
captured  the  platoon, ' they  were  referring  to  a South  Korean  soldier  who 
were  called  'R.O.K.'  This  is  the  same  reason  that  the  purple  heart 
citations  came  35  years  late. 

My  husband  suffers  from  post  traumatic  stress  disorder  from  his  combat 
experiences.  He  is  haunted  by  the  spirits  of  the  warriors:  the  North 
Koreans  that  he  killed  in  combat  and  the  comrades  who  died  fighting  beside 
him  in  the  battlefields.  For  many  years  he  drank  alcohol  to  keep  the 
nightmares  away.  When  he  quit  drinking  over  ten  years  ago,  the  nightmares 
returned.  In  1991  he  graduated  from  the  first  all  Native  American  P.T.S.D 
treatment  program  at  American  Lake  Vets  Hospital  in  Tacoma,  Washington, 
three  years  ago  he  completed  veterans  service  officer  training.  He  does 
outreach  and  advocacy  for  Native  American  veterans  suffering  from  war 
traumas,  helping  them  and  their  families  understand  P.T.S.D.  and  to  apply 
for  the  benefits  and  assistance  that  they  are  entitled  to.  He  does  not 
receive  any  pay  to  do  this.  This  is  how  he  honors  the  memory  of  the 
warriors  who  did  not  return  from  the  battlefields. 

Bernard  is  enrolled  on  his  mother's  side  in  the  Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
When  we  moved  to  the  Leech  Lake  Reservation  four  years  ago,  we  were 
viewed  as  outsiders  by  many  of  the  people  who  were  raised  here  all  their 
lives.  This  is  one  of  the  most  damaging  of  the  legacies  of  the  American 
Holocaust  and  the  politics  of  U.S.  Federal  Indian  policy,  the  divisions 
and  separations  between  our  own  peoples. 

Between  us,  Bernard  and  I have  33  grandchildren  and  4 great- 
grandchildren; and  although  the  domineering  culture  tries  to  define  and 
categorize  our  family,  we  are  family.  We  are  not  blended;  there  are  no 
half  children  (all  our  children  are  whole);  and  we  never  'step'  on  or  over 
any  of  our  children...  we  are  family.  Geraldine  Stone  Rock  has  passed  on 
to  the  Spirit  World  and  I am  the  only  Gramma  Rock  many  of  these  children 
will  know.  As  grandparents  we  watch  over  the  'education'  of  the  children. 

. our  grandchildren,  our  nieces  and  nephews,  all  the  children  in  our 
community...  because  that  _is_  our  job. 

Our  family  has  been  through  much  for  many  generations.  We  cannot  go 
back  and  change  the  hurts  of  the  past,  but  through  our  grandchildren  we 
can  heal  by  making  life  better  for  them.  We  believe  that  better  life  can 
be  secured  by  honoring  the  struggle  and  the  strength  of  our  ancestors  and 
returning  to  their  traditional  values  and  priorities. 

Our  ancestors  were  resourceful  and  creative  peoples.  They  made  the  most 
of  what  was  available  to  them.  They  adapted  to  their  environments  in  a 
way  that  was  good  for  the  People  and  respectful  to  the  gifts  of  the 
creator.  This  is  how  we  view  cyberspace  and  we  chuckle  at  the  mysterious 
coincidence  that  this  tool  of  communication  is  available  through  an 
invisible  entity  called  a world  wide  web. 


It  is  not  oun  intention  to  offend  anyone  and  we  apologize  to  those  who 
take  offense  at  any  of  oun  words.  And  to  you  non-Native  people  who  truly 
are  empathetic  and  concerned  about  our  people,  we  need  to  say,  that 
sometimes  the  best  support  that  you  can  give  us  is  to  stand  back  quietly 
and  let  our  voice  be  heard. 

I thank  you  for  listening  to  this  Gramma. 

Feather  Eaglerock,  Leech  Lake  Rez 

english  is  a foreign  language,  reclaim  the  language  of  your  people  and 
send  it  to  the  future  as  your  gift  to  your  grandchildren's  grandchildren . 
di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 

"RE : Breeds  or  Half-breeds"  

Date:  Mon,  13  May  1996  09:03:01  -0700 

From:  torresp@algorithms . com  (Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres) 

Sub j : "breeds"  or  "half-breeds" 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Tau,  Hello, 

keohane@leland.stanford.edu  (leff  Keohane)  writes: 

> I would  concur  with  the  poster  who  pointed  out  that  it  is  an  extreme 

> exaggeration  to  say  that  Indians  had  or  did  not  have  a word  for  so-called 

> mixed-blood  people.  My  father  taught  me  that  blood  quantum  was  a crude 

> non-indian  concept  (he  probably  should  have  said  non-Apache).  Later  he 

> told  me  that  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  who  belonged  to  our  nation,  but 

> rather  with  the  government's  definition  of  tribal  membership.  Around  200 

> years  ago  in  our  family's  history  there  was  a Spanish  soldier--his 

> children  were  not  half  Indian,  they  were  Indian,  period.  Yet  he  never 

> said  that  we  were  in  any  way  Spanish. 

Hmmm...I  do  understand  why?  So  much  importance  is  given  to  the  mixing  of 
Native  American  blood.  I have  heard  many  times  people  talking  about 
half-breeds.  Have  you  ever  heard  a white  person  ask  another  white  person, 
"How  much  white  blood  do  you  have?"  The  importance  of  blood  amount,  in  my 
opinion,  seems  to  be  something  that  white  people  dwell  upon  and  give  so  much 
importance.  I can  recall  in  my  45  years  of  life,  a white  man  asked  me, 

"Are  you  an  American  Indian?  What  tribe  are  you  from?"  I responded  with, 

"No,  I am  not  an  American  Indian.  I am  a Native  American!  I am  of  the 
Taino  Nation  and  of  the  Lakota  Sioux  People."  " Oh,  Are  you  a full  blooded 
American  Indian?"  This  foolish  kind  of  thinking  is  nothing  but  a social 
tool  used  to  divide  the  Native  families.  I do  know  that  before  the 
coming  of  the  Colon  (Columbus)  Native  People  never  had  these  values.  The 
white  man  gave  them  this  disease  of  blood  amounts.  I do  understand  that 
we  have  a problem  with  Wantobees  that  do  not  share  our  native  blood.  This 
is  not  our  problem  as  Natives.  As  we  Taino 's  say  "Aya  Cabo  Guarocoel"  (We 
remember  "Aya"  was  our  Grandfather) . 

Getting  back  on  track  of  the  blood 

issue.  We  Indigenous  people  are  what  we  were  born  to  be  upon  this,  our 
Turtle  Island.  We  are  the  keeper  or  landlord  of  our  Island  homeland. 

Maybe  this  is  what  seems  to  spark  the  flame  of  importance  of  being  a Full 
blood  or  a Half-Breed  to  the  white  system  of  values.  What  is  in  question 
here  is,  the  right  of  being  the  original  landlords  of  Turtle  Island?  As  we 
did  not  migrate  here,  and  as  the  Creator  did  place  us  upon  the  back  of  our 
beloved  Caguana  (Mother  Earth-Turtle) . The  white  system,  seems  to  want 
challenge  our  rights,  by  questioning  our  Native  American  blood!  What  we 
must  keep  in  mind  is,  that  when  the  Guamikena  (The  Covered  people)  first 
came  here,  they  came  bringing  the  value  of  ownership  of  properties.  They 
wanted  our  land  so  they  took  it!  We  Taino's  know  that  the  Caguana  (Mother 
Earth-Turtle)  was  shared,  and  belonged  by  inheritance,  to  all  our  extended 
family  members.  I would  like  to  end  all  this  foolish,  useless  talk  of  white 
blood  values  with  a small  note  to  all  my  relatives,  in  my  Taino 
language,  that  was  know  3000  years  ago.  It  was  told  to  Fray  Bartolomeo  de 


las  Casas  in  1493  by  oun  Elders.  Bartolomeo  asked,  "From  were  do  your  People 
descend?"  Response  from  our  smiling  Taino  Aracoel  (Grandfather) , "A  y a 
Cabo  G u a r o c o e 1"  (W  e remember  "Ay  a"  was  our 
Grandfather). 

Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres, 

The  Taino  Indigenous  Nation  of  the  Caribbean  & Florida. 

"RE : Flollywood  Stars  Blast  Clearcuts" 

Date:  Mon,  13  May  1996  10:59:44  +0100 
From:  ranmedia@ran . org  (Mark  Westlund) 

Sub j : Hollywood  Stars  Blast  Clearcuts 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

For  immediate  release:  May  13,  1996 

Contact:  Mark  Westlund,  ranmedia@ran.orgj  Tamar  Hurwitz,  ranla@ran.org 

HOLLYWOOD  SUPERSTARS  DENOUNCE  B.C.  CLEARCUTS  IN  NEW  YORK  TIMES  AD 

Some  of  the  biggest  names  in  Hollywood  have  signed  on  to  support  Clayoquot 
Rainforest  Coalitions  campaign  to  save  British  Columbias  temperate 
rainforests  from  clearcutting.  In  a full-page  ad  in  the  West  Coast  edition 
of  todays  New  York  Times  monday.  May  13film  makers  and  environmental 
groups  urge  B.C.  lawmakers  to  take  real  measures  to  end  forest 
destruction.  The  ad  is  timed  to  correspond  with  B.C.  elections.  Annually, 
major  Hollywood  studios  spend  over  $400  million  in  B.C.  while  filming  on 
location  in  the  province. 

The  following  actors,  producers,  and  directors  have  signed  on  to  the  ad: 

Ed  Asner,  Ed  Begley  Hr.,  Tom  Cruise,  Ted  Danson,  Dana  Delany,  Laura  Dern, 
Richard  Donner,  Lauren  Shuler  Donner,  Ted  Field,  Matt  Frewer,  R.W. 

Goodwin,  Daryl  Hannah,  Woody  Harrelson,  Lisa  Henson,  Paul  lackson, 

Kathleen  Kennedy,  Nicole  Kidman,  Ali  McGraw,  Frank  Marshall,  Penny 
Marshall,  Mike  Medavoy,  Donna  Mills,  Robert  Redford,  Rob  Reiner,  Tim 
Robbins,  Alex  Rose,  Steven  Seagal,  Martin  Sheen,  Mary  Steenbergen,  Oliver 
Stone,  Barbra  Streisand,  Harvey  Weinstein,  Paula  Weinstein,  Barbara 
Williams,  Lili  Fini  Zanuck,  and  Richard  D.  Zanuck. 

Whats  going  on  in  the  rainforests  of  British  Columbia  is  a travesty  of 
nature,  says  director  Oliver  Stone.  Every  minute,  another  acre  of 
forest  is  cut  down.  I personally  have  become  involved  with  this  issue 
because  it  outrages  me  to  see  thousand  year  old  trees  decimated  for 
newspapers  and  disposable  Yellow  Pages. 

B.C.s  natural  crown  jewel,  Clayoquot  Sound,  has  been  at  the  center  of  an 
international  controversy  over  the  past  few  years.  As  of  last  year, 
logging  in  Clayoquot  Sound  is  supposed  to  adhere  to  recommendations  by  a 
B.C.  government-appointed  science  panel,  including  reductions  in  the  size 
of  clearcuts.  However,  the  most  important  parts  of  Clayoquot  Sound,  its 
pristine  rainforest  valleys,  are  still  slated  for  logging  and  clearcutting 
continues,  inflicting  extensive  damage  on  the  delicate  rainforest 
ecosystem.  The  partial  protection  applies  only  to  Clayoquot  Sound,  which 
comprises  .1  per  cent  of  B.C.s  total  forests.  The  rest  of  B.C.s  forests 
enjoy  no  authentic  protection  at  all. 

The  Hollywood  celebrities  outline  concrete  measures  which  British  Columbia 
lawmakers  could  undertake  to  address  the  destruction  of  these  great 
forests  which  are  among  the  last  remaining  natural  forests  anywhere  in  the 
world.  These  include  protection  for  Clayoquot  Sounds  pristine  areas, 
drastically  reducing  the  rate  of  logging  in  B.C.  and  dramatically 
increasing  the  percentage  of  rainforest  protected. 

The  Clayoquot  Rainforest  Coalition,  which  includes  Rainforest  Action 
Network,  Greenpeace,  Natural  Resources  Defense  Council,  Coalition  for 
Forests,  Pacific  Environment  and  Resource  Center,  and  Friends  of  Clayoquot 
Sound,  has  been  working  to  protect  the  ancient  rainforests  of  Clayoquot 
Sound  on  Vancouver  Island,  and  throughout  British  Columbia. 
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KANOHEDA  A N I Y V kl  I Y A 0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Chiapas-L,  NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L  listservers; 
Newsgroups : alt . activism, alt . native, soc . culture. native, rec . arts . books, 

alt . books . reviews, rec . arts . books . reviews;  UUCP  & Genie  email 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  , don. rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"They  made  us  many  promises,  more  than  I can  remember...  They  never 
kept  but  one:  They  promised  to  take  our  land,  and  they  took  it!" 

Chief  Red  Cloud,  Oglala 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Ask  one  hundred  reasonably  well  informed  people  --  even  people  who 
consider  themselves  politically  "enlightened"  activists  what  they 
think  of  Leonard  Peltier  --  and  most  of  the  time,  the  response  will 
be  "Leonard  WHO?"  Ask  your  neighbors,  relatives  and  co-workers. 

If  they  say  "Leonard  WHO",  then  are  you  doing  what  you  can  for 
your  people?  There  are  Native  American  Sacred  and  burial  sites 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


all  oven  the  country  that  are  unknown  even  to  their  closest  neighborhoods. 
Most  local  folks  often  don't  know  they  are  even  near,  so  developers 
get  away  with  bulldozing  down  the  medicine  plants,  the  gravestones 
and  altars,  and  putting  up  malls,  superstores,  and  fashionable 
subdivisions.  Do  you  know  about  these  Sacred  sites  in  your  backyard? 

Do  your  neighbors?  If  not,  are  you  doing  what  you  can  for  your  people? 

Peltier  has  sat  in  prison  far  longer  than  most  murderers,  even  though 
his  prosecutors  admit  they  can't  prove  he  actually  killed  anyone.  If 
he  had  been  a white  Anglo-Saxon  Protestant,  do  you  think  he'd  still  be 
in  jail?  If  he'd  been  a black  man,  do  you  think  there'd  be  a soul  in 
the  country  who  didn't  know  about  him?  Who  is  accountable  for  this 
travesty?  And  who's  making  sure  the  world  knows  of  their  accountability? 
Treaties  made  in  full,  truthful,  good  faith  are  being  circumvented  or  cast 
aside  by  elected  officials  whose  accountability  ends  with  the  best  funded 
Political  Action  Committee.  One  thing  is  sure  --  if  those  in  positions  of 
power  within  the  dominant  society  do  not  feel  the  itch,  they  see  will  see 
no  reason  to  scratch. 

We  do  not  have  a well-heeled  Political  Action  Committee,  but  we  do 
have  our  circles  and  our  neighborhoods,  and  if  we  do  not  support  our 
own,  then  in  the  end  - WE  are  accountable. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 


- News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 


- Native  Blood  and  Citizenship 

- Big  Mountain  Update 

- Miss  Indian,  USA 

- Call  for  The  People 

- Sacred  Run  Needs  Help 

- NCDM  Press  Release 

- Corporations  to  Rip-Off  Indians 

- Book  Review:  Badlands 

- Poems:  My  Mom's  Poetry 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 


Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

Stop  Execution  of  Yaqui 

Unity 

Evolution 

New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy 
New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy 
Questionnaire:  Television  Media  and  NAs 


"RE : Native  Blood  and  Citizenship"  — 

Date:  Wed,  15  May  96  10:30:51  EST 
From:  gwelker@mail.lmi.org 

Sub j : Native  Blood  and  Citizenship  (fyi  - Glenn) 
UUCP  email 


Sources : http: //www. geocities . com/CapitolHill/1575/ 

http : //members . aol . com/T  salagil52/pondlily . htm 
http: //members . aol . com/Tsalagil52/pondlily/elders . htm 

For  eons,  before  and  after  the  colonization  of  the  Americas,  Native  First 
Nations  determined  their  citizenship  in  much  the  same  way  any  other 
sovereign  nation  would;  through  adoption,  naturalization,  and  immigration 
procedures.  Yet,  today  in  the  United  States,  the  sovereignty  and  future 
existence  of  native  Nations  is  challenged  by  unethical  policies  and  laws, 
set  forth  by  the  Federal  government,  which  determine  the  citizenship  of 
native  Nations  based  upon  certain  racial  criteria.  This  "racial  criteria" 
is  termed  the  "Blood-quantum  code". 

Under  the  "Blood-quantum  code",  to  be  "federally"  recognized  as  a 


citizen  of  a "native  Nation",  an  individual  must  prove  ( to  the  United 
States  Federal  government  ) that  they  possess  a certain  percentile  of 
Native  American  blood.  If  the  individual,  in  question,  does  not  meet  the 
"federal"  percentage  (Which  is  also  determined  by  the  government),  they 
do  not  gain  recognition.  In  other  words,  they  cannot  claim  to  be  a 
citizen  of  a Native  American  Nation.  One  doesn't  have  to  be  a genius  to 
see  that  this  "Blood-quantum  code",  initiated,  implemented,  and  rigidly 
enforced  by  the  U.S.,  is  a strictly  racist  code. 

Not  only  is  it  a "racist  code",  but  it  is  also  a conscious  statistical 
genocide  policy  that,  if  not  stopped,  will  rid  the  U.S.  of  it's  "Indian 
problem"  once  and  for  all.  If  interracial  marriage  continues,  as  it  has 
for  generations,  and  if  we  allow  this  "blood-quantum  code"  to  be 
acceptable,  eventually  Native  Americans  as  individuals  as  well  as  Nations, 
will  cease  to  exist.  We  as  "Native  Americans"  cannot  allow  this  policy  to 
be  accepted  among  our  people,  otherwise,  we  only  aid  in  our  own 
destruction  and  the  destruction  of  generations  yet  to  come. 

WE,  as  Native  Nations,  can  combat  these  policies  through  the 
implementation  of  our  own  policies  and  standards;  and  by  disregarding 
these  "foreign"  federal  policies  that  determine  our  citizenship.  We  are 
SOVEREIGN  NATIONS  and  have  never  given  up  our  rights  to  remain  so.  The  U.S. 
expects  us  to  accept,  by  force,  U.S.  citizenship  and  obey  laws  which  harm 
our  people  instead  of  helping  them.  As  far  as  the  U.S.  is  concerned,  WE 

are  THEIR  citizens.  As  far  as  I am  concerned,  they  can  keep  THEIR 

citizenship!  As  long  as  the  U.S.  continues  to  promote  racist  and 
genocidal  policies  , against  MY  people,  that  are  used  as  a means,  by  which 
to,  keep  the  overall  population  of  Native  Nations  to  a minimum,  I want  no 

part  in  their  system.  WE  should  determine  the  criteria  for  our 

citizenship  as  we  always  have  and  not  some  foreign  Nation.  Does  Canada 
determine  who  can  or  cannot  become  a citizen  of  the  U.S.?  Are  there 
Frenchmen  and  Englishmen  of  color? 

WE  cannot  allow  this  racist  and  genocidal  policy  to  continue  to  hinder 
the  growth  of  our  Nations.  It  is  time  that  we  regain  and  assert  our  rights 
as  Nations  and  push  the  tyrannical  regime,  that  dictates  to  us  "who  WE 
are"  divides  us  continuously;  and  denies  many  of  our  brothers  and  sisters 
their  identity,  out  of  our  lives!  We  need  to  educate  "American"  citizens 
about  "who  we  are"  and  what  we  stand  for  and  gain  their  support  as  well. 

We  need  to,  continuously,  bombard  the  White  House  and  Congressmen  with 
mail  protesting  these  blatant  violations  of  our  "civil"and  "human",  as 
well  as  our  SOVEREIGN  rights.  WE  need  to  stage  protests  anytime  our 
rights  are  violated.  WE  need  to  be  involved  with  helping  our  people.  It 
will  be  a LONG  road,  but  it  is  the  RIGHT  one. 

New  York  State  in  violation  of  Six  Nations  Treaties! 

The  People  of  the  Kanienkehaka  Nation  are  extremely  concerned  that  New 
York  State  Governor  George  Pataki,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  is 
preparing  to  violate  solemn  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Six  Nations  entered  into  in  1784,  1789,  and  1794.  The  constitution  of  the 
United  States  reads  in  part  "...and  all  treaties  made,  or  which  will  be 
made,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land."  In  a press  release  dated  February  16,  1996,  Commissioner 
Michael  Urbach  of  the  New  York  State  Department  of  Taxation  and  Finance 
announced  an  ultimatum  to  the  respective  Iroquois  and  Algonquin  nations. 

Our  nations'  territories  are  located  within  the  area  of  land  illegally 
occupied  and  claimed  by  the  State  of  New  York.  An  ultimatum  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  (120)  days  was  issued  commencing  February  20,  1996and  which 
will  end  Duly  5,  1996.  New  York  State  is  threatening  that  unless  our 
nations  sign  a State  Tax  Compact,  they  will  impose  a pre-collection  tax 
scheme. 

Since  the  early  1980's,  our  nations  have  prospered  from  the  inception  of 
the  retail  economy  involving  the  sale  of  gasoline,  diesel  fuel,  tobacco, 
and  alcohol,  without  the  imposition  of  New  York  State  excise  taxes  added. 
The  sales  of  these  products  have  increased  employment  and  the  spinoff  has 
been  the  introduction  of  unrelated  new  businesses  due  to  the  resulting 
influx  of  non-native  consumers  into  our  communities.  Now  that  an  economy 
has  been  established,  which  is  reducing  the  unacceptably  high 


unemployment  rate  of  35  to  75  percent  found  in  typical  Indian  communities. 
New  York  State  wants  to  eliminate  it  overnight  without  replacing  it  with 
an  equivalent  alternative.  The  resulting  loss  of  both  jobs  and  the 
ability  to  support  our  families  is  going  to  elicit  a very  strong 
resistance  and  resentment  by  the  Kanienkehaka  and  other  Native 
communities . 

During  Duly  of  1995,  the  public  and  our  nations  received  a very 
disturbing  report  through  the  news  media.  We  were  informed  that  a military 
plan,  code  named  Gallant  Piper,  had  been  drafted.  The  New  York  State 
National  Guard  would  assist  the  Department  of  New  York  State  Police  to 
collect  "past  due  NYS  taxes  from  the  sales  of  gasoline,  alcohol,  tobacco, 
and  gaming  revenues  on  Indian  reservations  bordered  within  the  State  of 
New  York.  The  Kanienkehaka  Nation  has  never  relinquished  our  absolute 
sovereignty  over  our  territory,  nor  have  we  given  the  United  States  the 
authority  to  impose  taxation  within  our  territory  vis  a vis  New  York 
State . 

"To  better  serve  MY  people  and  the  Great  Law  of  Peace" 

INTRODUCTION 

For  centuries  Native  American  peoples  have  been  the  victims  of  atrocious 
"human  rights"  violations.  Although,in  North  America  today,  the  outright 
and  direct  physical  genocide  has  come  to  a halt,  the  violations  of  our 
"human",  "aboriginal",  and  "sovereign"  rights  have  not.  It  is  my  hope 
that  these  pages  may  educate  some  and  give  them  an  understanding  of 
"what"  is  truly  happening  ( in  Native  America  ) and  how  to  help  us  to 
combat  this  problem. 

NATIVE  BLOOD  AND  CITIZENSHIP 

(The  following  excerpt  is  borrowed  for  educational  purposes  and  is  also 
used  to  support  Keihan's  article  below  on  Native  Blood  and  Citizenship.  It 
is  borrowed  from  "Her  Story  II:  Women  from  Canada's  Past" 
at : http: //chardonnay . niagara . com/~merrwill/ . ) 

"Do  you  pray  to  God  every  day,  child?"  Reverand  Dohn  Williams  asked 
severely.  He  was  shocked  to  see  his  daughter  Eunice,  now  brown  from  the 
sun,  wearing  Native  clothing.  Yet  he  had  to  admit  she  looked  healthy  and 
happy.  Too  happy.  Eunice  stood  beside  the  black  haired  woman  she  loved 
and  called  mother,  and  calmly  examined  Reverand  Williams.  He  wanted  her 
to  go  with  him,  this  long-ago  father  who  did  not  smile,  but  he  looked 
pale  and  harsh  and  Eunice  wanted  to  forget  the  long  ago,  for  now  she  was 
happy.  Eunice  looked  Reverand  Williams  in  the  eye.  "It  is  time  for  you  to 
go  away,"  she  said  firmly.  "I  am  Mohawk  now." 

EUNICE  WILLIAMS  (1696  - 1785)  Mohawk  by  Choice  - Quebec.  Eunice  was 
seven  when  she  and  other  family  members  were  kidnapped  by  French  and 
Mohawk  forces  and  taken  to  New  France.  Adopted  by  a Mohawk  family,  Eunice 
later  repeatedly  refused  to  rejoin  her  Puritan  family  in  New  England.  She 
married  a Mohawk  and  today  her  Iroquois  descendants  live  in  Kahnawake  and 
St.  Regis,  Quebec. 

c 1995  frye@smtplink.ipfw.indiana.edu 

- "RE:  Big  Mountain  Update"  

Date:  15  May  1996  17:57:02  -0700 

From:  dineh@primenet.com  (Dineh  Alliance) 

Sub j : BIG  MOUNTAIN  UPDATE:  WCC  Statement 

Newsgroups : alt . activism, alt . native, soc .culture . native 

dineh@primenet.com  (Dineh  Alliance) 
http : //www . primenet . com/~dineh 
BIG  MOUNTAIN  UPDATE:  WCC  Statement 

STATEMENT  PRESENTED  TO  WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES 

Good  afternoon  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  audience.  Ya'a'teeh,  (Good 
Greetings),  and  many  blessings  to  each  and  everyone  of  you  that  has 


taken  the  time  to  be  here  to  participate  in  this  historic  international 
event.  The  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation- -Dineh  Alliance  (SDN-DA)  extends  it 
gratitude  to  those  who  have  understood  our  traditional  Dineh  ways  of 
expression  and  have  worked  closely  with  us  to  address  the  concerns  that 
we  have  here  on  Black  Mesa,  Arizona,  USA,  and  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  (WWC)  for  providing  the  means  for  us  to  send  a representative 
of  our  organization,  Ray  Benally,  to  speak  directly  to  you  on  our 
behalf.  We  pray  for  strong  solutions  at  the  outcome  of  this  conference, 
especially  for  those  who  are  impacted  by  open  cast  (strip)  mining;  we 
also  pray  for  the  future  generations  of  mankind  and  ask  for  wisdom  for 
the  leaders  of  nations  so  that  the  decisions  that  are  made,  some  of 
which  will  become  law,  will  consider  the  traditional  Indigenous  Peoples 
of  the  world  and  our  Mother  Earth. 

THE  SOVEREIGN  DINEH  NATION- -DINEH  ALLIANCE  (SDN-DA) 

We,  the  Traditional  Clan  Leaders/Medicine  Peoples  of  Black  Mesa,  AZ, 
will  now  speak  for  ourselves  through  our  authorized  representative. 

We  are  the  people  who  must  live  with  the  consequences  of  the  mining 
activities  of  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company  (PWCC)  on  Black  Mesa  which  is 
within  the  Four  Sacred  Mountains  of  Dine  Tah,  our  traditional  aboriginal 
homeland.  Our  ways  of  life  and  religion  are  being  threatened  like  never 
before  and  the  desecration  of  our  sacred  sites  has  increased,  many 
Traditional  Cultural  Properties  (TCP)  have  been  destroyed  irreparably 
and  are  often  not  reported  at  all  as  required  by  United  States  Federal 
Law.  The  Surface  Mining  Control  and  Reclamation  Act  of  1977  (SMCRA), 
the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA),  and  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations  are  not  adhered  to  and  other  "protections"  such  as  the 
Native  American  Grave  Protection  and  Reparation  Act  (NAGPRA),  the 
American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act  of  1978  (AIRFA),  the  Endangered 
Species  Act,  (and  others),  are  meaningless  when  it  comes  to  us.  Laws 
like  Public  Law  93-531,  "The  Relocation  Act  of  1974",  that  threaten  our 
very  survival  are  the  only  ones  that  are  enforced;  for  us  there  is  no 
judicial  recourse  or  due  process.  The  Executive  Order  (12898)  on 
Environmental  Dustice,  signed  by  US  President  Bill  Clinton  in  February 

1994,  is  a distant  hope  but  federal  agencies  that  deal  with  Native 
American  tribal  governments  such  as  the  U.S.  Office  of  Surface  Mining 
Reclamation  and  Enforcement  (OSM),  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA), 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  (DOI)  among  many  others,  continue  to  fail 
to  fulfill  their  "Trust  Responsibility"  obligations  or  implement  it  in 
their  policies  and  procedures.  Our  own  tribal  government  has  not  met 
it's  obligations  in  some  aspects;  we  who  are  the  SDN-DA  have  heard  the 
cries  of  our  people  who  live  in  the  coal  fields  and  we  responded. 

Our  Board  of  Directors,  who  are  the  elders  of  both  mine  sites  and  Hopi 
Partitioned  Land  (HPL),  instructed  us  to  take  action  and  charged  SDN-DA 
Executive  Director  Louise  Benally  to  continue  to  pursue  the  direction  of 
the  board.  All  of  Black  Mesa  is  sacred  to  Dineh,  therefore,  in  Duly 

1995,  we  filed  an  appeal,  (DV  95-3-PR),  on  the  permit  renewal 
application  submitted  by  PWCC  for  its  Kayenta  Mine  site  operation.  On 
March  11,  1996,  Administrative  Law  Court  Dudge  Ramon  Child  handed  down  a 
landmark  decision  that  has  set  precedent  in  strongly  supporting  Navajo 
Nation  sovereignty  as  a legal  principle.  It  also  demonstrates  that 
there  is  more  than  substantial  evidence  to  prove  that  Peabody  has  not 
and  currently  is  not,  complying  with  federal  law  that  regulates  open  cast 
(strip)  mining.  The  ruling  confirms  that  questions  about  land  rights  on 
the  Navajo  Nation  must  be  decided  by  the  nation  and  its  legal  system. 

The  ultimate  decision  making  authority  is  through  our  courts, 
legislature  and  executive  branch  of  government.  Anyone,  including 
foreign  multinational  corporations,  must  obey  laws  established  to 
protect  the  people  who  live  on  and  use  the  land. 

PWCC  and  OSM  have  filed  their  expected  appeals  on  the  just  ruling;  the 
Navajo  Nation  and  the  BIA  have  joined  their  efforts  and  have  filed  their 
own  motions  on  the  ruling.  Because  of  the  sensitive  nature  of  our  court 
case  we  cannot  discuss  our  own  legal  strategies  only  to  say,  "Our  elders 
have  spoken." 


THE  COAL  ISSUE  IS  THE  SAME  AS  THE  LAND  ISSUE 

The  forced  eviction  and  relocation  of  Dineh  living  on  or  near  both  mine 
sites  and  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Land  (HPL)  have  the  same  purpose:  to 
explore,  develop,  and  exploit  the  mineral  resources  that  lie  below  the 
surface  and  to  continue  to  pit  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  tribes  one  against 
another.  While  they  fight  with  each  other,  the  US  Government  and 
corporations  like  PWCC  take  the  opportunity  created  by  this  division  to 
set  up  their  operations  on  our  land  and  carry  out  their  destructive 
activities  giving  only  pennies  on  the  dollar  to  them,  keeping  the  bulk 
of  the  revenue  generated  to  themselves.  This  deficit  financing  by  the 
Navajo  Nation  is  compounded  by  federal  budget  cuts  to  programs  that 
affect  some  of  our  tribal  operations.  At  present,  the  Nation  is 
dependent  on  the  development  of  our  natural  resources  for  revenue  and 
because  of  another  court  decision,  it  must  now  pay  mineral  taxes  to  the 
Hopi  tribe.  Many  traditional  Dineh  who  refuse  to  move  in  the  face  of 
PWCC  and  the  Hopi  tribal  government,  stand  in  the  way  of  the  developers. 

They  are  the  last  vestiges  of  hope  for  the  future  generations  of  Dineh 
for  they  still  have  the  culture,  history,  and  language  of  our  people. 

Without  the  land  we  are  no  longer  Dineh. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  LAW  3UDGE  RAMON  M.  CHILD'S  MARCH  11  DECISION, 

"UNFOUNDED  AND  CONTRARY  TO  THE  EVIDENCE",  (PWCC  PRESIDENT  W.  HOWARD  CARSON). 

The  evidence  has  shown  that  while  PWCC  states  the  ruling  "has  no  basis 
in  fact",  the  March  11,  1996  ruling  was  based  on  the  evidence  of  the 
testimony  that  was  given  by  our  people  during  the  August  1995  court 
hearing.  There  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  relations  between  the 
official  parties  involved  to  move  towards  any  type  of  remedial  action 
for  the  people  adversely  impacted  by  the  unpermitted  slurry  and  rail 
line  and  its  illegal  Kayenta  Mine  operation.  Instead,  OSM,  the  BIA,  the 
US  Government  and  both  tribes  willfully  ignore  the  plight  of  our  people 
in  the  coal  fields  and  on  HPL.  The  facts  remain:  Over  977  million 
gallons  of  pristine  water  from  the  N-Aquifer,  (a  sole  source  of  drinking 
water  for  Dineh),  is  drained  to  slurry  crushed  coal  275  miles,  365  days 
a year,  to  a distant  power  generating  station.  More  than  26  billion 
gallons  has  already  been  wastefully  depleted  to  accommodate  this  unique 
slurry  line,  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  US.  Another  325  million 
gallons  is  used  by  Peabody  annually  for  other  operations.  During  this 
time  of  drought  all  is  business  as  usual  with  the  exception  that 
SDN-Dineh  Alliance  must  now  defend  the  ruling  from  additional 
"interested  parties". 

All  the  water  is  drying  up  and  whatever  is  on  the  surface  usually  is  not 
good  for  animals  or  humans  to  drink.  One  elder,  who  lives  by  the  Black 
Mesa  Mine,  lost  more  than  80  sheep  after  they  drank  from  the  "Benally 
Springs";  others  say  they  have  lost  hundreds  of  sheep  which  drank  from 
ponds  and  springs  in  the  area.  Some  springs  by  offering  places  no 
longer  give  water  and  according  to  our  elders,  the  cause  of  the  drought 
conditions  is  the  pollution  created  by  both  mining  operations.  Medicine 
and  food  plants  and  trees  do  not  grow  on  the  "reclaimed"  lands  which  are 
uninhabitable  for  generations  to  come.  Over  103  square  miles  has 
already  been  devastated  by  the  draglines  and  shovels.  The  facts  of  the 
ruling  include  the  desecration  of  our  ancestral  archaeological  sites, 
burial  sites  and  ceremonial  places;  over  100  more  burial  sites  are 
expected  to  be  disturbed  by  PWCC's  future  mining  operations.  Humans  and 
animals  alike  suffer  from  ill  health  and  chronic  diseases;  the  offspring 
are  miscarried,  born  blind  or  still-born,  deformed  and  mentally 
handicapped.  For  this  and  other  reasons  SDN-Dineh  Alliance  obtained  an 
"environmental  justice"  small  grant  from  the  US  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  (EPA)  to  conduct  an  environmental  health  survey  on  Black  Mesa  and 
is  expected  to  have  the  final  results  by  the  fall  of  1996.  Through 
direct  and  active  participation  in  the  official  decision  making  process 
we  hope  to  show  that  our  experts,  (our  elders),  must  be  heard  and 
listened  to  for  their  wisdom  is  essential  for  the  survival  of  who  we  are 
as  Dineh,  the  Earth  Surface  People.  The  only  thing  that  is  unfounded 
and  contrary  to  fact  is  the  misinformation  disseminated  by  the  other 
parties  to  the  proceedings. 


THE  FUTURE  OF  MANKIND  REQUIRES  YOUR  POSITIVE  EFFORTS  AND  IDEAS 

SDN-Dineh  Alliance  has  proposed  a collaborative  effort  to  establish  a 
solar  energy  conversion  plant  on  Black  Mesa  that  would  create  four  to 
five  times  as  many  jobs  at  present  and  without  the  negative  effects 
caused  by  PWCC's  open  cast  (strip)  mining  operations  and  with 
professional  training  in  the  required  areas  of  expertise,  this  could  be 
a transition  period  for  the  conversion  to  solar.  There  would  be  no 
forced  early  retirements,  lay-offs,  or  reduction  in  hours  and  the  real 
economic  strength  will  come  from  the  ability  to  expand  to  other  areas  of 
the  nation  and  the  benefits  will  be  perpetual.  This  and  the  fact  that 
the  Navajo  Nation  can  have  it's  attorneys  draw  up  the  contracts  will 
mean  that  the  nation  can  enter  the  world  market  with  a solid  financial 
base  and  fine  products  ready  for  international  distribution. 

We  are  also  involved  in  other  activities  that  we  are  confident  will  at 
least  provide  a forum  to  continue  discussion  of  the  issues  that  impact 
us.  SDN-Dineh  Alliance  is  cooperating  with  the  USEPA  in  an  upcoming 
official  Superfund  Site  Investigation  (SI)  near  the  two  mine  sites.  The 
SI  will  begin  on  May  22,  1996;  A group  Citizens  Complaint  has  been  filed 
with  OSM  to  address  the  unlawful  K Mine  Operation  and  is  pending;  the 
annual  Big  Mountain  Spring  Gathering  will  be  from  May  23  to  26;  A 
delegation  from  Big  Mountain  will  travel  to  Washington,  D.C.  to  lobby 
for  the  amendment  of  P.L.  93-531  and  to  deliver  a Environmental  Dustice 
Declaration  and  Four  ED  Proposals  carried  by  two  Dineh  activists;  we  are 
currently  negotiating  on  behalf  of  the  traditional  Dineh  resisters  on 
HPL  with  the  US  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  the  Navajo-Hopi  land 
Commission, and  both  tribes;  and  we  are  also  working  with  other  federal, 
state,  tribal,  and  local  governmental  officials  and  our  support  network 
to  bring  peace  and  healing  back  to  the  land. 

In  this  "Deadline  Year"  1996  we  are  faced  with  certain  obstacles  but 
with  one  event  we  can  address  many  of  the  issues  of  importance.  We  have 
been  calling  for  a Special  Session  of  the  Navajo  Tribal  Council  (NTC) 
but  our  call  has  fallen  upon  deaf  ears.  With  your  help  we  can  be  heard. 
Please  call,  write,  or  fax  the  following  and  request  that  SDN-Dineh 
Alliance  be  given  a Special  Session,  not  a few  minutes  on  someone's 
agenda,  to  give  their  presentations,  testimonies,  and  evidence,  during 
this  summer. 

Navajo  Nation  President  Albert  Hale 

P.0.  Box  9000  Phone:  (520)871-6352 

Window  Rock,  AZ  86515  FAX:  871-4025 

NTC  Speaker  Kelsey  Begay 

P.0.  Box  2010  Phone:  (520)871-7160 

Window  Rock,  AZ  86515  FAX:  871-7255 

In  conclusion,  we  who  are  The  People  of  Black  Mesa,  AZ  will  continue  to 
defend  the  sovereignty  of  our  Navajo  Nation  tribal  government  and  our 
religion  and  ways  of  life.  We  extend  an  invitation  to  those  who  are 
interested  in  assisting  us  in  our  struggle  and  welcome  your  support.  We 
do  ask  for  cultural  sensitivity  and  are  quite  willing  to  facilitate 
educational  awareness  as  it  pertains  to  who  we  are  as  Dineh.  We  do  have 
a global  support  network  you  can  join.  We  respectfully  request  your 
respect  in  following  correct  protocol  and  work  closely  with  us  in  these 
difficult  times.  There  are  some  self-appointed  Black  Mesa/Big  Mountain 
"representatives"  living  the  jetset  lifestyle  off  of  our  issues.  These 
people  we  have  ignored  for  they  only  add  confusion  to  the  process  and 
are  not  from  Black  Mesa  anyway.  We  do  not  let  ourselves  be  fooled  by 
them,  neither  should  you.  It  is  important  to  recognize  the  delicate 
nature  of  the  proceedings  of  which  we  are  intricately  involved  in.  To 
this  end  we  are  confidant  we  will  bring  about  positive  change;  with  your 
support  we  can  make  tremendous  strides  that  will  strengthen  our  court 
victory  and  the  righteous  ruling  that  was  handed  down  on  March  11,  1996. 
Our  main  need  as  of  now  is  financial  contributions  to  our  legal  defense 
fund--the  first  round  really  hit  us  hard  in  the  pockets,  some  of  us 


still  have  debts  we  owe  due  to  the  expenses  we  incurred  last  August. 

Contributions  can  be  made  to  our  "legal  defense  fund"  maintained  buy  our 
fiscal  agent,  please  send  them  to:  Don't  Waste  Arizona,  Inc.  6205  South 
12th  Street  Phoenix,  Arizona  85040. 

Our  address  is:  Dineh  Alliance  P.0.  Box  810  Pinon,  AZ  86510;  E-Mail: 
dineh@primenet.com;  and  phone  (and  FAX) : (520)607-1449 
Thank  you  very  much  for  your  attention. 

WE  ARE  ALL  RELATED! 

"RE : Miss  Indian,  USA"  

Date:  Sun,  19  May  1996  09:22:27  -0700 
From:  meyna@ix.netcom.com  (Dulia  White  ) 

Sub j : Fwd:  Miss  Indian,  USA 

Fwd  From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

UUCP  email 

A situation  has  come  up  in  the  past  week  that  needs  addressing  by  Indian 
Country,  and  by  anyone  who  sees  the  un-fairness  of  this,  might  be  willing 
to  take  time  to  write  a letter  or  make  a phone  call  to  their  appropriate 
representative  (Congressman,  Senator,  etc). 

Natasha  Wagoner,  formerly  Miss  Lumbee,  of  Robeson  County,  NC  was  named  8th 
National  Miss  Indian,  USA  on  4 May  1995  in  the  US  Capitol  Bldg,  Washington, 

DC.  She  received  a National  Scholarship,  the  first  Lumbee  woman,  or  North 
Carolinian,  to  be  so  honored. 

Governor  lames  B.  Hunt  proclaimed  that  date  as  Miss  Indian  USA  Day  in  her 
Honor,  she  has  received  the  support  and  accolades  of  Senators, 
Representatives, tribal  and  state  Leaders,  not  only  from  NC,  from  other  areas 
as  well. 

She  is  the  reigning  spokes  person  and  Ambassador  of  goodwill  for  the 
American  Heritage  Foundation  and  the  National  Miss  Indian  USA  Scholarship 
Program. 

Natasha  is  well  known  to  North  Carolinians.  During  her  reign  as  Miss 
Lumbee  she  traveled  the  state  extensively,  to  Indian  communities  , 
non-Indian,  alike.  She  is  bright,  personable,  intelligent,  with  a delightful 
quiet  humor.  Warm  and  very  easy  to  talk  with,  she  endeared  herself  to  Elders 
and  children  . (everyone  in-between)  She  long  since  has  established  herself 
as  a role  model  for  ANY  race/culture. 

Natasha  is  a full  time  student  at  Wingate  University,  majoring  in  Psychology 
and  Family  Studies.  She  makes  numerous  appearances  at  local,  state, 
regional,  national  and  international  events  encouraging  awareness  of 
American  Indian  People, our  heritage,  culture,  problems  and  hopes  for  the 
future  - to  People  of  ALL  ages,  cultures. 

The  situation  has  arisen  that,  in  the  forth  coming  pageant/parade  it  has 
been  decided  that  it  is  "not  appropriate"  for  Miss  Indian  USA  to  occupy  the 
same  float  as  Miss  USA.  The  government  has  made  this  decision,  given  no 
specific  reason.  It  is  my  understanding  there  are/may  be,  other  dignitaries 
of  the  pageant  world  on  this  float.  Miss  Indian  USA  will  not  be  allowed  to 
be  amongst  them. 

This  is  prejudicial,  demeaning,  unfair,  to  relegate  her  to  a lesser 
float,  position,  is  putting  it  in  the  light  of  "not  good  enuf " . We  have 
had  this  too  many  times  in  the  past. 

My  own  personal  take  on  this  matter  questions:  If  Natasha  were  a Navajo, 
Cherokee,  Onondaga  or  Sioux,  all  Federally  "recognized"  tribes,  instead  of 
Lumbee  (a  nation  of  some  35,000  Indians  who  cannot  get  a Federal  Stamp  of 
"Approval")  - would  it  then  be  "allowable"  for  her  to  ride  on  the  honored 
float?? 

Again  - my  own  personal  opinion  - having  been  in  DC  on  similar  matters  - 
could  it  be  that  to  have  Natasha,  pretty,  bright,  well  spoken,  educated  - in 
a place  of  prominence,  gives  lie  to  the  popular  image  that  we  need  the 
government's  o.k.  on  and  about  us,  because  we  are  (still)  incapable  of 
managing  our  own  lives?? 

Is  it  that,  by  paying  her  the  Honor  due,  publicly,  then  government  is 
admitting  to  the  world,  the  Lumbee  are  really  Indians??? 


What  is  intended  as  a good  will,  educational,  title,  event,  may  be 
turning  into  the  usual  - something  political.  Not  needed, not  deserved. 

Miss  Wagoner  deserves  respect,  accolades  and  honors  commensurate  with 
those  of  her  contemporaries  in  non-Native  Society.  Nothing  less,  nothing 
more. 

Let's  face  it,  folks,  she  IS  Miss  USA,  period  - an  indigenous  person!! 

Please  contact  anyone  you  know  who  can  be  of  help  regarding  this 
matter,  so  a wrong  can  be  righted,  before  it  happens!! 

Terry  Rose,  Co-ordinator,  6051  Arlington  Blvd,  Falls  Church,  VA  at 
(202)  Indians  - should  have  more  information  on  this.  I got  mine  from  the 
Lumbee  People  this  weekend,  and  Dim  Chavis,  Director  of  Richmond  County 
Community  College,  Hamlet,  NC,  well  as  others  who  were  passing  petitions 
to  be  signed. 

With  thanks  for  your  help  - Firehair  Shining  Spirit 

"RE : Call  for  The  People"  

Date:  Tue,  21  May  1996  09:26:40  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Sub j : Call  for  The  People 

UUCP  email 

+stand  humbly  in  her  feet,  bared  on  the  breast  of  Mother,  with  head 
lowered  to  the  sacredness  of  her  elders  at  the  fire  and  respectfully  asks 
to  speak  her  heart  and  to  call  upon  First  Nations ...  and  more... to  All 
People. .. .Offers  tobacco  in  sacredness* 

I,  a mere  Tsalagi  Woman,  come  before  this  sacred  fire... and  ask  that  my 
heart's  words  be  heard.  I ask  the  hearts  of  all  who  hear  these  words  to 
honor  our  Grandfathers .. .our  Grandmothers . .our  Winged  Brothers .. all  things 
sacredly  given  to  our  lives. 

This  Friday,  at  our  Holy  City  of  New  Echota . . .that  land  which  has  been 
our  ancestral  sacred  home... that  land  which  was  taken  from  us... that  land 
which  we  are  not  allowed  to  gather  at  anymore. .that  place  where  Our  People 
were  given  sanity. . refuge. . .that  land  where  my  Sacred  Leader  was  refused 
the  request  to  bring  forth  the  Prayer  Drum... that  land  where  the  sacred 
Prayers  no  longer  are  spoken .. .that  land  where  the  winds  whisper  to  no 
hearts  gathered  there  anymore. .. .that  land  which  my  People  died  for... that 
land  which  holds  the  bones  of  my  Ancestors  who  were  herded  like 
cattle. . .marched  a thousand  miles  to  a thousand  deaths. . .that  land  which 
holds  my  heart  in  the  hills... that  land  which  I love... that  land  shall 
hear  again... our  hearts... our  prayers... 

On  May  24th... The  day  they  came  for  my  People. .The  day  the  Soldiers 
came  and  burned  our  homes ...  burned  our  crops  in  the  fields ...  shoved 
us.. beat  us .. .threatened  us  with  deaths ...  herded  us  as  cattle  into  pens  to 
die.. marched  us  a thousand  miles  losing  one  THIRD  of  my  People. . .that 
day.. I shall  remember  forever...I  shall  never  forget  this  thing. . .never ! 

This  Friday... we  shall  go  there. .. refusing  to  yield  when  they  tell  us 
to  leave... I shall  never  leave... and  we  shall  light  sacred  fire.. at  sunset 
to  the  next  sunset  and  pray.... and  hope... and  remember ...  and  dare  to 
believe  it  shall  never  happen  again... 

Many  have  promised  to  come  and  kneel  with  us... Olivia  and  I will  do 
sacred  ceremony ...  in  the  remembrance  of  our  People... I humbly  ask  those 
whose  hearts  are  moved  to  come... to  remember .. .for  if  we  forget  our 
past.. we  are  to  repeat  it... 

The  Kutani  have  pledged  to  be  there... an  elder  Chief  will  come.. and  as 
we  kneel  upon  those  sacred  lands.. I shall  remember... I shall  remember 
each  step.. each  step  of  suffering  of  First  Nations ...  and  I ask  you.. at 
Sunset  on  this  Friday  till  Sunset  on  Saturday. . .to  remember  also.. and 
offer  prayers  for  the  People... so  that  each  step  taken  by  a tiny  Cherokee 
Woman  158  years  ago ...  carrying  only  a wooden  bowl  filled  with  the  dirt  of 
her  land.. a thousand  miles  to  Oklahoma  to  place  on  the  mound  for  Sacred 
Fire  in  prayer  of  thankfulness,  shall  not  have  been  in  vain... 

I stand... and  salute  my  Grandmothers .. .who  carried  their  babies... and 


that  tiny  wooden  bowl  across  a trail  that  I could  not  walk  with  them... and 

I salute  the  Women  of  First  Nations  who  continue  to  walk  that 

trail .. carrying  the  bowl  of  our  future... I shall  remember...I  shall... 

+backs  humbly  from  our  sacred  fire... seven  steps  backwards ...  in 
remembrance  of  my  sacred  clans... and  the  betrayal ...  of  all  First  Nations.* 

"RE : Sacred  Run  Needs  Flelp"  

Date:  Mon,  20  May  1996  22:41:26  +0000 

From:  David  and  Diane  <David&Diane@ableza .org> 

Sub  j : Sacred  Run  Needs  Help 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

1996  SACRED  RUN  NEEDS  HELP! 

The  mission  of  the  run  is  to  raise  awareness  about  the  state  of  the 
environment  and  to  preserve  indigenous  peoples'  wisdom  and  lands.  The 
Sacred  Run,  organized  by  Dennis  Banks,  began  in  April  in  Santa  Cruz, 
California  and  will  culminate  Duly  11  at  the  Olympics  in  Atlanta, 

Georgia . 

The  runners  come  from  all  over  the  world.  They  are  taking  the  southern 
route,  which  will  take  them  through  Oklahoma,  Arkansas,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  See  an  itinerary  at 
http://www.ableza.org/ sacredr.html 

As  the  runners  arrive  in  various  towns  and  cities  along  their  route, 
they  are  being  supported  by  local  people,  organizations  and  businesses. 
But,  in  many  locations,  they  have  no  contact  for  this  support. 

Needed  support  includes:  lodging  for  the  night,  showers,  potluck  meals, 
water,  juices  and  sports  drinks,  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables,  donations 
of  gasoline,  oil  or  money,  running  shoes,  and  media  coverage.  Sometimes 
there  may  be  the  need  for  medical  or  physical  therapeutic  attention. 

YOU  CAN  HELP! 

If  you  can  offer  any  support  to  the  runners,  either  by  way  of  being 
located  along  their  route  and  can  offer  lodging,  etc.,  or  if  you  would 
like  to  make  a donation  to  support  them,  or  just  need  more  information, 
contact : 

The  Sacred  Run  Foundation,  Inc. 

PO  Box  315 
Newport,  KY  41071 
(606)  431-2346 
fax:  (606)  581-9458 

Help  support  the  Sacred  Run  and  the  indigenous  peoples  of  the  world. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

+ Ableza,  a Native  American  Arts  and  Film  Institute  + 

+ 1279  Mildred  Ave.  (408)  267-4609  + 

+ San  Dose,  CA  95125  fax:  (408)  267-9609  + 

+ http://www.ableza.org  + 

+ David  Yohn,  Executive  Director  David@ableza.org  + 

+ Diane  Way,  Artistic  Director  Diane@ableza.org  + 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"RE;  NCDM  Press  Release"  

Date:  9:44  AM  May  21 

From:  moonlight@igc . indig. info 

Sub j : NCDM  press  release 

Mailing  List:  Chiapas-L  (chiapas-l@profmexis.dgsca.unam.mx) 

Cecilia  Rodriguez 

U.S.  Representative  of  the  Zapatistas 
601  N.  Cotton  Street,  #A103 
El  Paso,  Texas  79902 
Phone/Fax:  (915)  532-8382 


Email:  moonlight@igc.apc.org 
PRESS  RELEASE 

May  21,  1996 

RED  ALERT  SIGNALS  POSSIBLE  RETURN  OF  STATE  OF  COMBAT 

After  several  attempts  to  rescue  a peace  process  established  by  a 
Mexican  law,  including  appeals  to  legislators,  the  EZLN  has  declared  a 
red  alert  for  the  following  reasons; 

a)  The  recent  severe  jail  sentence  handed  to  two  individuals  "accused" 
of  being  members  of  the  EZLN  has  violated  the  viability  of  the  peace 
process  which  guarantees  a peace  negotiation  and  NOT  prosecution  for 
the  EZLN.  The  sentenced  prisoners,  as  well  as  the  16  awaiting  trial 
have  not  only  been  victimized  by  a lack  of  due  process,  but  by 
torture,  confessions  extorted  by  force,  and  a lack  of  evidence. 
Several  reputable  international  human  rights  organizations  have 
protested  this  travesty. 

b)  Additional  armed  units  have  been  sighted  in  Zapatista  enclaves 
including  150  soldiers  of  a new  special  unit  in  the  village  of 
Oventic,  and  what  appears  to  be  a commando  force  disguised  as 
engineers  establishing  operations  in  San  Quintin.  Although  the  Mexican 
Army  claims  these  are  operations  against  "drug  trafficking",  these 
forces  have  principally  concentrated  in  well-known  Zapatista 
communities  and  this  is  no  coincidence. 

c)  Communications  with  the  official  government  negotiating  team  have 
deteriorated  to  ill-disguised  threats  and  incoherent  proposals  on 
behalf  of  the  Mexican  government.  The  EZLN  no  longer  believes  it  is 
feasible  to  negotiate  and  implores  the  national  legislative  team  to 
intervene  and  take  action  to  salvage  the  peace  process. 

In  pursuit  of  its  commitment  to  a political  solution,  the  National 
Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico,  a national  network  of  more  than  20 
community  groups  in  the  United  States  will  be  organizing  campaigns  and 
mobilizations  in  response  to  this  ominous  development.  The  Commission 
calls  upon  all  other  interested  individuals  and  organizations  to  take 
immediate  action  to  offset  the  possibility  of  war  which  promises  more 
economic  chaos,  forced  immigration,  and  injustice  for  the  people  of 
Mexico. 

Enclosure  number  2 

NATIONAL  COMMISSION  FOR  DEMOCRACY  IN  MEXICO 
601  N.  Cotton  Street,  #A103 
El  Paso,  Texas  79902 
Phone/fax:  (915)  532-8382 
Email:  moonlight@igc.apc.org 
PRESS  RELEASE 

Contact:  Daniel  Solis,  Coordinator 
May  21,  1996 

IS  THE  US  GOING  TO  SUPPORT  CIVIL  WAR  IN  CHIAPAS? 

In  recent  days  conditions  in  Chiapas  and  Mexico  have  grown  ominous. 

Two  of  the  alleged  Zapatista  political  prisoners,  despite  the  terms  of 
the  Law  for  Harmony  and  Pacification  which  froze  all  judicial  action 
against  any  alleged  Zapatistas,  were  sentenced  to  13  and  6 years  in 
jail  for  treason  and  sedition.  At  the  same  time  the  Mexican 
military  has  advanced  its  troops  and  equipment  surrounding  various 
Zapatista  communities,  another  violation  of  the  Harmony  and 
Pacification  Law.  As  a result  of  this  betrayal  of  the  peace  dialogue, 
the  EZLN  has  declared  a red  alert  and  refused  to  return  to  the  peace 
talks  on  June  5th  until  proper  conditions  exist. 

At  the  same  time,  the  US  government  has  announced  that  it  is  giving 
73  Huey  helicopters  to  the  Mexican  government  and  assisting  it  to  update 
all  of  its  armament  that  is  ten  years  old  or  older.  This  equipment  is 
to  be  dedicated  to  the  "War  on  Drugs"  yet  previous  US  weapons 
donations  were  used  in  the  Mexican  government's  war  against  the 
Zapatista  communities. 

The  affiliates  and  allies  of  the  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in 
Mexico  are  holding  demonstrations  across  the  country  to  denounce  the 
Mexican  government's  growing  efforts  to  provoke  a war,  and  to  demand 
that  the  US  government  suspend  all  military  aid  to  Mexico  and  make 


public  the  use  and  location  of  all  US  military  equipment  and  personnel 
in  Mexico.  We  are  urging  our  Congressional  representatives  to 
investigate  and  release  publicly  the  level  of  US  military  support  and 
involvement  in  Mexico. 

The  Mexican  government's  long  history  of  human  rights  violations  is 
well  documented.  lust  this  past  weekend  Amnesty  International  (AI) 
called  for  the  immediate  and  unconditional  release  of  the  alleged 
Zapatista  political  prisoners,  as  their  continued  imprisonment 
violated  both  Mexican  and  international  law.  Furthermore,  AI  and 
Human  Rights  Watch  as  well  as  various  independent  Mexican  human  rights 
bodies  have  documented  and  denounced  the  Mexican  government  and 
military  involvement  in  dozens  of  murders,  disappearances,  rapes, 
tortures  and  other  abuses. 

As  a result  any  US  military  aid  to  Mexico,  under  the  current  political 
system,  is  a collaboration  in  profound  violence  against  the  Mexican 
people.  For  this  reason  the  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in 
Mexico  is  demanding  that  the  Mexican  government  end  its  provocations 
and  return  to  the  peace  process  and  that  the  US  government  suspend  any 
military  aid  to  Mexico  until  the  human  rights  issues  are  resolved. 

"RE : Corporations  to  Rip-Off  Indians"  

Date:  Sat,  18  May  1996  22:55:14  -0400  (edt) 

From:  aconcert@carroll.com  (Doe  Campagna) 

Sub j : Corporations  to  rip-off  Indians  Again! 

UUCP  email 

ATTENTION  ALL  NATIVE  LISTS,  BBS,  NEWSPAPERS  --  ALL  NATIVE  PEOPLE 
Also  release  to  non-native  newspapers. 

We  have  the  facts  and  we  names. 

URGENT!!  ABOUT  A MONTH  AGO  I HAD  STRUCK  A POTENTIAL  DEAL  WITH  TWO  LARGE 
CORPORATIONS  WHO  LIKED  THE  IDEA  OF  INTERWORLD  CONCERT.  THERE  WAS  A 
CONFERENCE  CALL  IN  BETWEEN  A WEST  & EAST  COAST  REPRESENTATIVE,  MYSELF  AND 
CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  DAKOTAH  TERRITORY  CHAIRMAN'S  TREATY  COUNCIL.  AFTER  EXTENSIVE 
MATERIAL  WAS  SENT  BY  FAX  AND  EXTENSIVE  INFORMATION  WAS  RELAYED  BY  PHONE  THE 

COMPANIES  HAD  PULLED  AWAY  FROM  THE  PRODECT.  ONE  OF  THE  REASONS  IS  THAT  THEY 

HAD  BECOME  GREEDY  DURING  NEGOTIATIONS  DEMANDING  50%  OF  ARTS  AND  CRAFTS  SOLD 
AND  WANTED  TO  CONTRACT  THE  ENTIRE  SIOUX  NATION  FOR  PRODUCING  ARTS  AND 
CRAFTS  AT  WHAT  THEY  WOULD  DEEM  A FAIR  PRICE,  AS  WELL  AS  USE  TRIBAL  NAMES 
AND  THEIR  "OFFICIAL  STATUS"  TO  MARKET  PRODUCTS  FOR  THEIR  PROFITS. OF  COURSE 
THEY  WERE  SET  STRAIGHT  BEFORE  THEY  COULD  EVEN  APPROACH  THE  TRIBES  WITH  SUCH 

AN  OFFER.  THEY  CARED  NOT  ABOUT  THE  PEOPLE  OR  ABOUT  THE  POVERTY  OR  THE 

NATIVE  BROADCASTING  PRODECT  --  THEY  WANTED  PROFIT  FOR  BROADCASTING  THE 
INTERWORLD  CONCERT  ON  THE  WEB. 

>From  Doe  Campagna 
aconcert@carroll . com 

THIS  IS  A (CC)  COPY  OF  A LETTER  SENT  TO  ONE  OF 
To  David  Cole, 

http: //hanks vi lie. phast . umass . edu : 80/mi sc /announce/cult sens . html 

Dear  Sirs/  madams, 
you  wrote 

>In  the  past  couple  of  weeks  a small  number  of  authors/maintainers  of 
>>World  Wide  Web  sites  with 

>Native  American  content  were  approached  to  participate  in  a >multimedia 
>project  to  be  produced  and 

>marketed  by  2 multi-million  dollar  corporations . In  trying  to  deal  >with 
>these  groups,  we  found  it 

>impossible  to  extract  from  them  the  context  in  which  our  work  would  >be 
>used.  What  little  we  could 


>learn  gave  us  grave  doubts  about  the  project. 

It  is  very  likely  that  these  two  companies  are  connected  to  the  two 
corporations  who  were  offering  to  fund  the  Interworld  Concert.  This 
activity  began  about  the  mid  of  April,  but  ended  when  they  realized  that 
Native  people  wanted  to  be  in  control  of  their  own  project  and  a Native 
American  television  broadcasting  company  must  remain  in  control  of  Native 
American  elders,  (please  see  the  questionnaire  attached) 

If  these  are  the  same  companies  they  are  after  big  money  and  they  don't 
care  how  many  Indians  and  Indian  land  they  have  buy  and  to  sell  before  they 
do  it.  These  companies  have  many  other  corporate  disguises  and  will  be 
very  hard  to  detect  what  name  they  are  using  and  why. 

Their  doing  this  is  a violation  of  a non-circumvention,  non-disclose 
agreement  and  an  insult  to  the  integrity  of  the  Native  People  and  the 
project.  There  shall  be  public  protest  for  the  bastardization  and  piracy  of 
a good  project. 

As  you  can  see  by  our  web  site  that  we  are  already  doing  this  and  have  been 
planning  it  for  years,  now  what  was  once  a beautiful  thing  comes  to  money 
and  greed. 

Please  contact  me  as  soon  as  possible.  And,  check  out  these  web  sites. 

Home  page  under  construction: 
http://www.jlc . n et /~ j c at lin /interworld/ 

Text  for  proposed  fundraising  concert  with  broadcasting  project  information 
http://www.cris. com/~N It homas/ lists /unite . html 
http://www.jlc . net /~j cat lin/ interworld/ nab . htm 
Page  reserved  for  video-to-unix  to  internet-to-unix  to  broadcast/video. 

Truly  Yours  Doe  Campagna  Interworld  Concert 

cc:  lists. 

Chairman,  Dakota  Territory  Chairman's  Treaty  council 
Chairman,  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe 

"RE : Book  Review:  Badlands"  

Date:  16  May  1996  04:06:13  GMT 

From:  brock@ucsub. Colorado. EDU  (Steve  Brock) 

Sub j : Review  of  Badlands  by  Melinda  Camber  Porter  (fiction) 

Newsgroups : rec .arts . books . reviews, rec . arts . books, alt . books . reviews, 
alt . native, soc . culture. native 

BADLANDS  by  Melinda  Camber  Porter.  Writers  & Readers  Publishing, 

Box  461,  Village  Station,  New  York,  NY  10014,  (212)  982-3158,  FAX: 

(212)  777-4924,  distributed  by  Publishers  Group  West.  256  pp., 

$22.00  cloth.  0-86316-149-9 

Reviewed  by  Steve  Brock 

No,  he  wanted  to  steal  something  from  me,  asked  slyly  if 
anything  dropped  into  my  head  "like  thunder"  (a  sign  to 
him  that  the  Dead  were  talking).  I told  him  (slightly 
embarrassed)  about  slowly  finding  a home  in  the  earth 
and  sky  here.  How,  when  I arrived,  she's  abandoned  me 
and  left  me  wandering  aimless  through  here  with  Adam, 
but  now,  even  when  I closed  my  eyes,  I sensed  her,  I 
sensed  her  essence,  the  story  she'd  spawned,  and  the 
feel  of  the  lives  she'd  buried. 

"Puritan  shit,"  said  Blackfoot... 

Though  the  cover  flap  says  this  debut  novel  by  the  much- 
praised  British  artist  and  poet  is  about  Wounded  Knee  and  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota,  "Badlands"  actually  exists  in  a 
tedious  confessional  dreamworld.  In  the  opening  scenes  of  the 
novel,  the  narrator,  an  unnamed  Englishwoman,  accompanies  her 


lawyer  lover  from  New  York  City  to  Indian  Country,  a place  of 
"parched  brownish  fields  on  slightly  rolling  land,  tobacco  colored, 
exuding  musty  smells."  The  attorney  has  agreed  to  take  the  case  of 
Harry  Blackfoot,  a Sioux  Indian,  who  is  suing  a nearby  Anglo  family 
for  the  return  of  Indian  lands. 

Along  with  the  suit  and  their  suitcases,  the  two  bring  a 
tremendous  amount  of  mental  baggage.  Their  psychological  tension, 
coupled  with  the  continuing  state  of  anger  and  frustration 
experienced  by  Blackfoot  and  his  extended  family,  slowly  takes  over 
the  plot,  and  a good  story  eventually  becomes  strained  through  the 
narrator's  erotic  thoughts  about  Adam,  Adam's  father,  Blackfoot, 
Blackfoot 's  children,  tribal  police,  and  many  others.  In  an 
attempt  to  write  a contemporary  take  on  Didion's  "Run  River," 
Porter,  instead,  has  penned  an  overwrought  exercise  in  self- 
indulgence.  Grade:  B- . 


Steve  Brock 

Book  Reviews  on  the  Internet 

2323  Mapleton 

Boulder,  CO  80304 

(303)  786-7375 

brock@ucsub . colorado.edu 

http://ucsub.colorado.edu/~brock 

Member:  National  Book  Critic's  Circle 


Copyright  cl996 

Reviews  are 
available  for 
syndication 

E-mail  for 
more  info. 


- "RE:  Poems:  My  Mom's  Poetry"  

Date:  Sat,  11  May  1996  11:55:35  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Ayanna  Haynes  <ammsa(3isis . netherworld . com> 

Sub j : my  mom's  poetry 

UUCP  email 

My  darling  mother  has  given  me  permission  to  share  her  poetry  with  the 
Circle... the  ones  I'm  sending  are  autobiographical,  she  wrote  them 
back  in  1989. . 

Poems  by  Karen  Haynes 

1.  untitled 

I'm  an  Indian. 

I am  here. 

I live  with  little  money. 

Please  don't  tell  me 
I cannot  do  without. 

T.V.  commercials  creating 
needs  that  should  be  met. 

Don't  tell  me  I must  have  them. 

I'm  an  Indian  of  America. 

I live,  I bleed,  I care. 

But  Blommingdale ' s has 
sale  days  and  I don't  have 
enough  money  to  buy  a cup 
of  coffee. 

Please  don't  take  it  all  away. 


2.  The  Arrow  Does  Not  Fly 

The  arrow  does  not  fly 
But  the  brave  can  see  the  sky. 
Protecting  him-- 
hiding  the  sun's  glare. 


I feel  for  you. 

I know  how  the  changes 
disrupt  our  lives. 

I know  what  it  feels  like, 
seeing  the  foreigner 
amass  possessions,  when  some 
of  us  can't  make  ends  meet. 

I care  for  you-- 
Knowing  we  share  a past 
filled  with  glory. 

Oh  Brave, 

You  inspire  me. 

God  is  still  watching  over  us. 

Don't  give  up. 

He  still  cares. 

We  have  Nature  to  be  a part  of 
And  watch. 

The  ground  still  holds  our  feet 
pray  for  a new  day,  when  we  Indians 
can  all  be  satisfied. 

When  our  needs  can  be  met. 

When  we  will  once  again  have  what  we  need. 


3.  (MASKS) 

Apaches,  Cherokees,  Mohawks, 
I hear  a call-- 
To  come,  to  be. 

Onandagas,  Blackfeet,  Sioux, 
Call  and  say. 

Be  with  us. 

Don't  be  misled 
By  foolish  treasures. 

Come  my  child  and 
Walk  in  the  light. 
Algonquins,  Cree,  Senecas, 
Call  me. 

Come,  my  child. 

Before  the  sun  goes  down. 

The  Mask  of  the  ritual 
calls  attention  to  the 
Heritage  of  years. 

They  call  me. . . 

Come.  . . 


"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/05/15  23:35 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  May  26-Iune  1 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

26 

The  full  moon  reflected  upon  the  ocean  weaves  a night  of  ancient  magic. 

27 

No  act  of  kindness  ever  goes  unrewarded. 


28 

I have  walked  this  land  before  in  a child's  dream  of  freedom. 

29 

Today's  memories  will  be  cherished  tomorrow. 

30 

We  are  all  voyagers  in  life's  ocean. 

31 

In  the  tiniest  of  shells  is  found  the  eternal  cycle. 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

Dune  was  the  time  when  the  fishermen  got  their  a-ei  nets  in  readiness  for 
catching  the  opelu,  procuring  in  advance  the  sticks  to  use  for  keeping  its 
mouth  open. 

1 

To  walk  between  the  islands  is  a secret  of  the  ancients. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  23  May  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Fri,  17  May  1996  11:44:10  -0700 
From:  Carol  Liu  <cliu@queens.lib.ny.us> 

Sub j : ALERT:  1996  World  Indigenous  Peoples'  Conference-Education 
UUCP  email 

WIDE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THIS  MESSAGE  IS  ENCOURAGED! 

The  organizers  of  the  1996  World  Indigenous  Peoples'  Conference-Education 
have  asked  me  to  send  out  this  alert  to  encourage  more  people  to  attend. 

The  conference  is  scheduled  to  take  place  in  Albuquerque,  NM  from 
Dune  15-21,  1996.  A detailed  conference  program  is  due  out  shortly. 

Conference  registration  has  been  extended  beyond  the  April  1,  1996  deadline. 
Information  about  the  conference  can  be  found  at  the  WIPCE  web  site: 

http://www.arc.unm.edu/community/wipc_e/wipc_e.html 
(If  you  do  not  have  web  access,  I will  be  happy  to  e-mail  information  to 
you.  Send  your  request  to  cliu@queens.lib.ny.us) 

Booth  space  for  vendors  is  still  available.  Interested  parties  should 
immediately 
contact : 

Linda  Warner 

c/o  University  of  New  Mexico 

High  Performance  Computing,  Education  & Research  Center 
Galles  Building  - 1601  Central  Ave.,  NE 
Albuquerque,  NM  87131 
wipc_e@arc . unm . edu 
Tel  # 505-277-8371 
FAX  # 505-277-8235 

Anyone  wishing  further  information  regarding  the  program 
may  contact: 

Ray  Barnhardt 

WIPC : EDUCATION  1996 

Academic  Program  Chair 

Center  for  Cross-Cultural  Studies 

University  of  Alaska  at  Fairbanks 


Fairbanks,  AK  99775 
Phone  # 907-474-6431 
(Phone  # 907-479-4357  after  5/23/96) 

Fax  # 907-474-5451 
E-Mail:  FFR3B@AUR0RA.ALASKA.edu 
Carol  F.  L.  Liu 
cliu@queens .lib. ny. us 
<standard  disclaimer  here> 

"Respect  for  the  rights  of  others  is  peace."  Benito  3uarez 


Date:  16  May  1996  21:27:16  -0400 
From:  caylah@aol.com  (Caylah) 

Sub  j : Spritual  Gathering 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Spiritual  Gathering 

Sharing 

Motivation 

Learning 

Acceptance 

Where  did  we  come  from?  Where  are  we  going?  Where  are  we  going 
tomorrow? 

I,  Grandfather  and  Elder,  William  Commanda  of  the  Algonquin  Nation 
invite  you  to  attend  our  4 day  Spiritual  Gathering. 

Date:  August  1st  to  4th  , 1996 

Location:  Residence  of  William  Commanda 
Kitigan  Zibi  Reserve 
Maniwaki,  Quebec 

Requirements:  Bring  personal  supplies,  tents,  sleeping  bags,  food,  etc. 

*Camping  Area  available  (Please  no  paper  plates,  styrofoam,  etc.) 

If  you  should  require  additional  information  regarding  this  gathering,  you 
can  contact  us  at  the  numbers  below: 

William  Commanda  (819)449-2668 
Frank  Decontie  (819)449-4560 

Canada  or  our  assistant  in  the  USA,  Dohnie  Leverett  at  (413)538-8631 
(Send  a self  addressed  envelope  for  a map  to  Williams  home.) 
lohnie  Leverett  52  Fairfield  Ave.  Flolyoke,  MA  01040or  Email  for  written 
directions  to:  3ohnie.Leverett@Chicopee.com 

This  gathering  is  independent  and  nor  sponsored  by  any  organisations.  It 
is  through  the  kindness  and  generosity  of  Peoples  of  all  different  races  that 
will  make  this  gathering  come  into  Reality. 

ABSOLUTELY  NO  DRUGS  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED  ON  THE  PREMISES 


OVERVIEW 

Live  situations  with  in  Humanity  is  at  a crucial  state. 

Humanity  is  visualising  progress  on  one  level  of  which  is  materialism 
(Modern  Technology) 

Humanity  has  a time  frame  to  decide  what  to  do  (freedom  of  choice.) 
This  gathering  is  to  achieve  this  Spirituality  (Re-develop,  Re-gain) 
GOAL  OF  GATHERING:  Healings  within  Humanity 
0B3  ECTIVES 

-To  integrate  our  Wisdom,  Knowledge  and  Sacred  Teachings  with  other 
Medicine  Peoples  and  Spiritual  Leaders-To  achieve  Reconciliation 
-To  work  with  forgiveness 
-Acceptance  of  one  another  (Recognition) 

-Teachings  of  guidance  towards  future  (Moral  Values,  Motivation) 
-Learn  to  work  together  (Humanity) 

-Working  with  one  another  (Equality) 

-Dances,  songs  and  celebrations. 

-Healing  Circles,  Sweats,  Ceremonies  , Etc. 

-Sharing 

-Feasting  and  Rejoicing 


BRIEF  TENTATIVE  SCHEDULE 
Day  1 


5:30  a.m. 
9:00  a.m. 


Evening 

Day  2 
5:30  a.m. 
9:00  am 

Evening 

Day  3 
5:30  am 
9:00 

Evening 
Day  4 
5:30  a.m. 
9:00  a. 


SUNRISE  CEREMONY 

Daily  activities  begin 

Welcoming  and  speech  by  Elder  William  Commanda 
Introduction  of  Elders  and  Medicine  People 
Creation  Story  and  Teachings  of  Creation 
Sweats  or  Talking  Circles  other  evening  activities  to  be 
determined 

SUNRISE  CEREMONY 

Daily  activities  begin 
Teaching  of  present  life  situations 
Sweats  or  Talking  Circles  or  Meeting  with  Elders 
(Evening  activities  to  be  determined) 

SUNRISE  CEREMONY 

Daily  activities  begin 
Teaching  towards  future 
Feast  and  Social 

SUNRISE  CEREMONY 

Daily  activities  begin 
Review  of  Spiritual  Gathering 
Comments,  Opinions  and/or  suggestions 
Give-away  Ceremonies 

Closing  Circle  with  Elders  and  Medicine  People 


Date:  17  May  1996  22:27:17  GMT 

From:  VTZU56A@prodigy.com  (Richard  Flazel) 

Sub j : Occaneechi-Saponi  Cultural  Festival  6/8/96 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

The  Occaneechi  Band  of  the  Saponi  Nation  will  hold  it's  first  early 
summer  festival  on  Dune  8,  1996,  in  Hillsborough,  North  Carolina,  (Exit 
164  off  Interstate  85,  travel  N into  town,  cross  Eno  River  and  turn  Right 
at  first  stoplight)  Host  Drum  is  Red  Wolf  Drum  (Hollister,  N.C.)  Displays 
and  demonstrations  of  Primitive  weapons,  traditional  crafts,  music,  and 
dancing  are  featured.  The  public  is  invited.  Admission  is  $3.00  for 
adults.  All  proceeds  will  support  the  tribe's  legal  defense  fund  as  the 
tribe  continues  its  fight  for  state  recognition.  Come  join  the 
Occaneechi  and  learn  a little  about  the  history  and  future  plans  of  the 
tribe.  Grand  entry  will  be  at  noon  on  Saturday.  For  further  info  call 
Dohn  Deffries  919-732-8512,  or  Forest  Hazel  at  919-563-5653. 


Date:  15  May  1996  10:12:44  +0200 

From:  Marcellus  Antonio  Proctor  <maproct@wam . umd . edu> 

Sub j : Native  American  Pow  Wow  in  Maryland 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

American  Indian  Cultural  Center 
Cedar  Road  & Country  Lane 
14th  Annual 

Native  American  Indian 
Pow-Wow  & Festival 
Dune  1,  1996  (Noon  to  6 pm) 

Dune  2,  1996  (Noon  to  5 pm) 

Head  Drum:  Rocky  Park 
Head  Male  Dancer:  Wayahstj  Richardson 
Head  Female  Dancer:  TBA 
SPECIAL  ATTRACTION 
AZTEC  Dancers  from  MEXICO 
ADMISSION 
Adults  $5 
Children  7-12  $3 
6 & under  FREE 
Bring  a Lawn  Chair 


Sponsored  by: 

The  Maryland  Indian 
Heritage  Society,  Inc. 
For  further  information 
(301)  372-1932 


Date:  Thu,  16  May  1996  06:50:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <lora@chaos . press . jhu . edu> 
Sub  j : Stand  for  the  Children 

DUNE  1 TENTATIVE  SCHEDULE 


This  tentative  outline  of  the  program  for  Stand  For  Children  Day  is 
subject  to  change  without  notice.  Speakers  will  be  announced  at  a 
later  date. 

9 am  - 12  pm:  Child,  Youth  & Family  Forum  (Memorial  Grounds) 


Interactive  information  and  demonstration  area  where  some  of  the 
2,000  endorsing  organizations  will  distribute  materials,  sponsor 
activities  (e.g.  reading  circles,  sing-a-longs),  and  present 
educational  exhibits  that  highlight  the  needs  of  children. 
Participants  may  include,  for  example,  "Puzzle  Place"  characters, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  McFeely  from  "Mr.  Roger's  Neighborhood,"  and  some  of 
the  young  hosts  of  Nickelodeon's  news  programs  for  children. 

9 am  - 12  pm  & 3 pm  - 7 pm:  Youth  Stage 


Young  people  host  musical  "speak  out"  demonstration.  Teenagers 
and  young  adults  will  use  music  and  dance  to  voice  their  concern 
about  the  conditions  for  children  growing  up  in  America.  City  at 
Peace  will  perform.  BET  "Teen  Summit"  will  cablecast  a live 
special  with  a correspondent  at  the  youth  stage. 

12  pm  - Children's  March  (location  to  be  announced) 


Thousands  of  children  - Girl  Scouts  and  Brownies,  boys  clubs, 
church  choirs,  young  people  who  have  "beaten  the  odds",  children 
with  disabilities-march  to  the  Lincoln  Memorial. 

1 pm  - 3 pm:  Lincoln  Memorial 


Interfaith  service  to  underline  the  moral  imperative  of  standing 
for  children.  Music  expressing  a commitment  to  children  provided 
by  a 2,000  voice  children's  choir.  Nationally  known  entertainers 
may  perform  with  children  and  young  people.  A moment  when  all 
Americans  are  asked  to  stand  up  for  children  wherever  they  are 
to  pledge  their  unity  with  rally  participants  in  Washington  DC. 
Speakers  reflecting  and  calling  for  greater  personal,  family,  and 
community  commitment  to  improving  the  quality  of  children's  lives 
and  challenging  employers,  government  and  community  leaders  to  help 
rather  than  hinder  families  struggling  to  raise  moral,  healthy, 
educated  and  safe  children. 

MEDIA 


If  you  are  member  of  the  media  and  planning  to  be  covering  Stand 
for  Children,  please  call  (800)  233  1200  x777  for  press  credentials. 
LOCAL  EVENTS 


If  you  are  hosting  an  event  in  relation  to  Stand  for  Children  Day, 
please  send  us  an  e-mail  at  <103661. 222@compuserve.com>  to  let  us 
know  or  send  us  a fax  at  (202)  234  0217  to  the  attention  of 
Elizabeth  Hedlund. 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 


If  you  are  in  the  DC  area  and  are  able  to  volunteer  either  before 
or  during  Dune  1st,  please  send  an  e-mail  including  your  name, 
phone  and  fax  numbers  to  hn3208@handsnet.org  and  let  us  know. 

You  can  also  call  us  at  (800)  233  1200  x235  or  (202)  234  0217  x235. 


Date:  Thu,  16  May  1996  22:17:08  -0600 

From:  ron.bunling@weecabn.cts.com  (Ron  Burling) 

Sub  j : SAULT  TRIBE  HOB  FAIR 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

The  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Tribe  of  Chippewa  Indians  is  holding  a HOB  FAIR 

May  23,1996  at  their  Bingo  Hall  located  adjacent  to  the  Vegas  Kewadin 
Casino,  2186  Shunk  Rd.  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  MI  49783 

Do  you  like  your  job? 

Looking  for  a new  career?  Come  see  us 

100 's  of  jobs  available 

-Casino 

-Hotel 

-Restaurant 

-Tribal  Government 

-Recreation  Center 

-Convenience  Stores 

-And  Many  More ! ! ! 

On-site  interviews! 

All  job  descriptions  will  be  on  site  for  your  review.... 

High  School  Students  and  College  Students  welcome  for  summer  employment 
Elderly  welcome 

Refreshments  & Snacks  will  be  served,  the  first  150  participant  receive 
t-shirts,  plus  other  prizes  and  gifts! 

Questions?  Call  (906)  632-0079 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Ron  Burling 

ron . burling@weecabn . cts . com 
Anishinabe 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  Tribe  of  Chippewa  Indians 
Mackinac  Band  of  Chippewa 
Crane  Clan 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Glenn  Welker,  Dineh  Alliance,  Dulia  White,  David  Yohn  and  Diane  Way, 

3oe  Campagna,  Karen  Haynes  via  Ayanna  Haynes,  Danet  Smith,  Brooke  Craig, 
Debra  F.  Sanders,  Steve  Brock,  American  Indian  Movement,  B.  Brigham, 
Cecilia  Rodriguez,  Nicolette  via  Ishgooda,  Feather  Eaglerock 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  23  May  96  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Date:  Mon,  20  May  1996  15:32:09  -0400 
From:  mnation@axess.com 

Sub j : Traditional  Iroquois  Sing-Picnic-Social  (25  May,  lamesville. 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


NY) 


THE  ONONDAGAS  OF  DIO-WAN-DO  INVITE  ALL  TO  A TRADITIONAL  IROQUOIS  SING 
- PICNIC  - SOCIAL  IN  DAMESVILLE,  NY  NEAR  SYRACUSE  AT:  THE  GROVE 
SATURDAY  MAY  25,  1996 

Directions:  Hwy  81  through  Syracuse  toward  Dewitt 
Take  the  2nd  exit  - Damesville  Exit 
Turn  right 

Follow  it  to  the  lamesville  Village,  where  the  road  becomes  a T 

This  is  route  173 

Go  left  at  the  T 

Take  an  immediate  right  onto  91 

The  Grove  is  2 miles  down  the  road  on  the  right  side 
Call  Michelle  for  more  details:  315/469-6914 


Date:  Wed,  15  May  1996  23:10:54  -0400 
From:  mooncloud@aol.com 

Sub j : March  and  Rally  (Scottsdale,  AZ  - 24  May) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

From:  GRDancer  To:  MOONCLOUD 

MARCH  & RALLY  "AGAINST  VIOLENCE/FOR  1USTICE" 

DATE:  MAY  24,  1996 
TIME:  SUNRISE  TO  EVENING 

The  March  starts  at  Sunrise  at  the  Lehi  Cultural  Center  (Stapley  and  Oak). 
The  route  will  be  posted  to  Friendship  Park  (Longmore  and  Osborne)  for  the 
afternoon  Rally. 

OPEN  FORUM:  SPEAK  ON  VIOLENCE  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY 

SPEAKERS  * LEADERS  * COMMITTEES  * DEPARTMENTS 
DRUMS  AND  SINGERS  WELCOME 

TRADITIONAL  SINGING  * SOCIAL  DANCING  * BIRD  DANCING 
POTLUCK  (HELP  NEEDED) 

In  memory  of  Malcolm  Doey  Watuema  Dr. 

Please  join  in  the  March  Against  Violence  and  For  Dustice  in  Salt  River. 
Support  families  who  lost  loved  ones  due  to  violence,  because  we  are  NOT 
confident  that  justice  will  be  served  as  in  some  cases.  Violence  will  not 

be  forgotten and  will  NOT  go  unnoticed! 

Relatives,  friends  & supporters  are  Welcome! 

Everyone  bring  gourds,  bells,  drums  etc.,  for  noise! 

This  March  is  being  sponsored  by  and  held  on  the  Salt  River  Pima-Maricopa 
Indian  Community  in  Mesa/Scottsdale  Arizona.  The  committee  is  seeking 
sponsoring  funds  in  the  amount  of  $3,000  and  have  raised  $800  dollars  to 
date.  If  you  wish  to  participate  in  or  contribute  to  this  very  worthy 
cause ....  please  contact  Meldon  Fulwilder  (602)  969-1601. 

Donations  can  be  made  to: 

SRPMIC  - Malcolm  Doey  Watuema  Fund 
Salt  River  Finance 
Rt.  1 Box  216 
Scottsdale,  Arizona  85256 
Acct#  101-0000-2540 

The  March  Committee  is  not  responsible  for  theft,  damage  or  injury. 

No  drugs,  alcohol  or  weapons. 

Warriors  needed  to  help  provide  security. 

Any  additional  questions  can  be  sent  to  GRDancer@aol.com 


Date:  Sun,  19  May  1996  17:22:34  -0400 
From:  woodowl@aol.com 

Sub j : 4th  Annual  Monacan  Powwow  - Dune  1-2,  1996 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

4th  Annual  Monacan  Powwow  - 1996 

Presented  by  the  Monacan  Indian  Nation,  and  held  at  the  Sedalia  Center, 
in  Big  Island,  Bedford  County,  VA 
Saturday  - Dune  1,  1996  10  AM  - 9 PM 


Sunday  - Dune  2,  1996  10  AM  - 6 PM 

Competitive  dancing  ($7000  in  prize  money)  - Live  buffalo  - Native 
storytelling  with  Dovie  Thomason  (Lakota/Kiowa)  - Native  flute  playing  - 
Hoop  dancer  - Tipi  village  with  "1850's  Sioux-styled"  tipi  - Arts 
and  crafts  - Native  foods  - Aztec  dancers  - Guests  from  20  different 
nations  of  Turtle  Island 
Powwow  will  be  held  rain  or  shine 
Admission:  Adults  - $6.00 

Children  - $3.00 
Children  under  5 free 

All  monies  to  benefit  the  Monacan  Indian  Tribe, 
for  purchase  of  land  on  sacred  Bear  Mountain! 

Directions:  From  Northern  VA,  via  1-81,  take  the  60  East  exit  (Buena  Vista). 
In  Buena  Vista,  take  501  south  toward  Big  Island.  Take  122  south  6.3  miles 
to  the  Sedalia  Center. 

> From  the  south  via  1-81,  take  the  460  East  exit  (Lynchburg).  Take  Bedford 
exit  north  on  122,  10.3  miles  to  the  Sedalia  Center. 

> From  Richmond  or  points  east,  take  60  west,  460  west,  or  1-64  west  and  29 
south  to  Lynchburg.  At  Lynchburg  take  501  north  about  23  miles  to  122, 
then  south  on  122  6.3  miles  to  the  Sedalia  Center. 

The  telephone  number  at  the  center  is  804-299-5080. 

For  further  information  call:  George  Whitewolf,  804-929-6911 

or  Tracy  Whitewolf,  804-929-0334 


Date:  Sun,  19  May  1996  13:26:33  -0400 

From:  dpsquigg@acs.eku.edu 

Sub  j : Dourney  back  to  the  Heart  Pow  Wow 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Dourney  Back  to  the  Heart  Pow  Wow 
Oct  11,  12,  13,  1996 
Irvine  McDowell  Park 
Richmond  Ky  40475 

For  more  Info  606.622.1063 
dpsquigg@acs.eku . edu 


Date:  Mon,  20  May  1996  23:35:27  -1000 
From:  exec@hawaii-nation.org  (Scott  Crawford) 

Sub j : Native  Hawaiian  speaking  tour  (21  May  - 1 Dune,  U.S.  east  coast) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

VOICES  OF  SOVEREIGNTY  NATIVE  HAWAIIAN  SPEAKING  TOUR 
May  21  - Dune  1,  1996 

New  York,  Boston,  Washington  D.C.,  Philadelphia 
ABOUT  THE  SPEAKING  TOUR: 

The  movement  among  Na  Kanaka  Maoli  (native  Hawaiians)  for  self 
determination  and  sovereignty  has  been  gaining  momentum.  As  organizations 
seeking  to  offer  support  and  solidarity,  the  Community  Relations  Division 
and  the  Hawai'i  Area  Office  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  and 
the  Division  of  American  Missionary  Association  of  The  United  Church  of 
Christ  Board  of  Homeland  Ministries  are  sponsoring  this  speaking  tour  to 
promote  public  awareness  and  understanding  of  this  vital  justice  issue. 

TOUR  OBDECTIVES 

To  inform  people  about  how  the  independent  and  sovereign  nation  of 
Hawai'i  was  illegally  taken  by  the  United  States  in  1893  and  how  that 
action  has  affected  native  Hawaiians  throughout  this  century. 

To  illuminate  the  sovereignty  movement,  its  current  status  and 
aspirations 

To  present  the  self  determination  and  sovereignty  movement  in  Hawai'i 
as  part  of  an  international  movement  of  self  determination  among  indigenous 
peoples  and  in  the  context  of  the  U.S.  colonial  thrust  of  a century  ago. 

To  explore  additional  contacts  and  future  communications  and  develop 


support  among  people  concerned  about  the  sovereignty  struggle. 

ABOUT  THE  SPEAKERS 

KALEO  PATTERSON  is  a kanaka  maoli  whose  taro  roots  struggles  include 
evictions,  protecting  sacred  sites,  demilitarization,  and  sovereignty.  As 
a kahu  ordained  in  the  United  Church  of  Christ,  Patterson  is  committed  to 
the  transformation  of  church  in  society  in  and  through  the  Hawaiian 
sovereignty  movement.  He  carried  a key  role  in  calling  the  "missionaries" 
church  to  initiate  an  Apology  and  process  of  Redress  for  the  church's  role 
in  the  1893  overthrow  of  the  Hawaiian  nation.  Patterson  has  served 
churches  in  Maine  and  Hawai'i  and  is  currently  on  the  pastoral  team  of 
Kaumakapili  Church,  one  of  the  earlist  Christian  churches  formed  among 
native  Hawaiians.  He  directs  the  Hawai'i  Ecumenical  Coalition,  the  only 
church-related  na  kanaka  maoli  justice  initiative.  Patterson  serves  on  the 
Native  American  Legal  Rights  Fund  Board  of  Directors. 

KU'  UMEAALOHA  GOMES  is  a kanaka  maoli  leader  long  engaged  in  public  health 
in  rural  and  native  Hawaiian  communities.  She  works  for  justice  with 
incredible  energy  and  compassion.  Her  work  for  sovereignty,  gay  rights, 
access  to  health  and  education  for  the  poor  is  well  known.  Gomes' 
commitment  to  non-violence  and  a culturally-based  consensus  decision-making 
process  has  put  her  in  the  center  of  current  efforts  to  gain  support  for 
this  process  to  replace  a state-sponsored  "native  Hawaiian  vote"  on  how  to 
move  forward  on  sovereignty.  Gomes  is  Director  of  Kua' ana  Student 
Services,  a program  for  native  Hawaiian  students  at  the  University  of 
Hawai'i.  She  is  a doctoral  candidate  in  political  science.  Gomes  helped 
found  Na  Mamo  o Hawai'i,  an  organization  for  gays  and  lesbians  to  be 
advocates  for  social  change.  She  has  been  an  AFSC  volunteer  since  1980. 
PROGRAM  SITES 

Friday,  May  24  11:30  am  to  1:00  pm 

Tip  O'Neill  Federal  Bldg. 

10  Causeway  St.,  Boston 

Co-Sponsors:  Wahi  Ku  Moku  - Boston  Hawaiian  Club 
EPA,  New  England  Chapter 
7:00  - 9:00  pm 
Read  House 

Appian  Way,  Cambridge,  Harvard  Square 
Co-Sponsor:  Native  American  Program,  Harvard  Univ. 

Graduate  School  of  Education 
Saturday,  May  25  9:30-11:30  am 

First  Church,  Cambridge 
Congregational 

11  Garden  St.,  Cambridge,  MA 

Sunday,  May  26  Evening 

35  New  Boston  Rd,  S.  Royalston,  MA 

WASHINGTON  D.C. 

Tuesday,  May  28  10:00  am  - 12:00  noon 

United  Methodist  Bldg 
100  Maryland  Ave.,  N.E.,  Washington  DC 
Wednesday,  May  29  2:00  - 4:00  pm 

United  Methodist  Bldg 

100  Maryland  Ave.,  N.E.,  Washington  DC 

7:00  - 9:00  pm 

Davis  House 

1822  R St.,  N.W.  Washington,  DC 

PHILADELPHIA 

Friday,  May  31  7:30  - 9:30  pm 

Friends  Center 

1501  Cherry  Street,  Philadelphia 
Saturday,  Dune  1 Afternoon 

Friends  Center 

1501  Cherry  Street,  Philadelphia 

Sponsored  by  the  Community  Relations  Division  and  the  Hawai'i  Area  Office 
of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  and  the  American  Missionary 
Association  of  The  United  Church  of  Christ  Board  of  Homeland  Ministries. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  tour  and  venues,  please  contact  the  AFSC 


Community  Relations  Division,  1500  Cherry  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102, 
(215)241-7131,  (215)241-7119  (fax),  or  AFSC-Hawai' i,  2426  O' ahu  Avenue, 
Honolulu,  Hawai'i,  96822,  (808)988-6266,  (808)988-4876  (fax). 


| Hawai'i  - Independent  & Sovereign  j 

[ exec@hawaii-nation.org  http://www.hawaii-nation.org/  [ 


"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

"RE : stop  Execution  of  Yaqui"  

Date:  Sat,  18  May  1996  08:07:44  -0700 

From:  aimca@igc.apc.org  (American  Indian  Movement) 

Sub j : Stop  Execution  of  Yaqui  (San  Quentin,  California) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

STOP  THE  EXECUTION  OF  FERNANDO  EROS  CARO 

Fernando  Eros  Caro  is  a Yaqui  (traditionally  called  Yoeme)  Indian  on  Death 
Row  in  San  Quentin,  California,  State  Prison.  During  his  incarceration, 
Fernando  has  taught  himself  to  paint  after  initial  instruction  through  a 
program  offered  at  the  prison.  His  beautiful  murals  help  create  a family 
environment  in  the  San  Quentin  visiting  room,  and  his  paintings  have  been 
exhibited  at  the  1992  Art  in  Chains  Show  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center  in 
San  Francisco,  and  at  galleries  in  Geneva,  Oslo,  and  Rome. 

When  Fernando  arrived  on  Death  Row,  he  had  no  idea  what  to  expect.  He  had 
an  enormous  amount  of  time  on  his  hands  with  nothing  to  do,  so  he  began  to 
draw  with  a short  golf  pencil  that  was  provided  to  him.  He  first  drew 
animals,  then  faces.  He  found  out  drawing  occupied  his  mind  and  his  time, 
helped  him  relax,  and  provided  a temporary  escape  from  his  repressive 
surroundings . 

As  time  went  on  he  learned  to  paint.  His  artwork  became  his  friend  and  a 
means  of  support.  It's  a strange  coincidence  that  he  would  probably  never 
have  realized  his  talent  had  he  not  ended  up  on  Death  Row.  His  discovery 
of  his  ability  came  about  from  the  necessity  for  his  brain  to  do  something 
other  than  stare  at  four  walls-and  a golf  pencil  set  his  direction. 

The  human  spirit  can  be  extremely  strong.  It  is  clear  to  see  why  a 
person's  spirit  is  constantly  being  attacked  by  factions  inside  the 
prison.  Once  the  spirit  is  broken,  the  body  follows,  and  the  person 
becomes  easier  to  control.  He  uses  the  mystic  deer  of  Yaqui  tradition  as 
his  foundation.  It  provides  a cause,  a belief,  a source  of  strength,  and 
a connection  with  his  ancestral  origins. 

Fernando  Caro  was  born  into  a farm  worker  family  in  Brawley,  California, 
in  1949  which  was  a rigidly  segregated  agricultural  community  at  the 
time.  He  grew  up  in  a make  shift  house  outside  of  town,  surrounded  by 
fields,  irrigation  ditches,  and  animals  stockyards.  He  worked  in  the 
fields  during  his  youth  and  adolescence 

Nevertheless,  he  was  the  first  member  of  his  family  to  graduate  from  high 
school  and  enter  college.  He  later  joined  the  Marine  Corps,  married,  and 
is  the  father  of  3 children,  Daniel,  Isabel,  and  Hesse.  He  was  arrested 
for  murder  in  1980,  and  although  he  pled  not  guilty,  was  sentenced  to 
death  in  1982.  His  case  is  currently  under  appeal  due  to  the  many 
irregularities  in  his  trial. 

Fernando's  attorneys  need  money  and  volunteers  for  investigation  and 
testing.  Please  send  contributions  to  assist  in  stopping  this  senseless 
execution . 

Fernando  E.  Caro  Defense  Account 
c/o  American  Indian  Movement 
3145  Geary  Blvd.  #517 
San  Francisco,  California  94118 
Phone  (415)  386-4373 


Also  Contact  the  American  Indian  Movement  to  obtain  paintings  of 
Fernando  Caro  and  other  Native  American  Prisoner  artist. 

- "RE:  Unity"  

Date:  Wed,  15  May  1996  12:08:47  -0400 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net  (Ishgooda) 

Sub j : Unity 

Mailing  List:  NATCFIAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  following  is  being  posted  by  Ishgooda  for  Nicolette: 

Last  night  a friend  said  that  he  was  a loser.  There  is  not  a song  to  be 
sung  or  a dance  to  be  done  that  would  stop  him  from  believing  what  he  said. 
Every  day  I hear  people  say  words  that  keep  them  from  offering  the  gifts 
Gitchi  Manitou  bestowed  upon  them  because  they  believe  they  are  not  "good 
enough"  or  they  can't  "do  anything  right"  or  "nobody  cares".  If  you  give  up 
the  time  to  listen  to  the  reasons  they  say  and  think  these  things  they  will 
tell  you  it  is  because  of  the  way  they  were  raised,  or  because  of  what 
whiteman  has  done,  or  because  of  their  mate  or  the  church  or  some  other 
reason.  I have  been  taught  that  reasons  make  good  stories,  not  good  people. 

It  doesn't  matter  what  first  happened  to  you  when  you  met  an  enemy.  It  is 
YOUR  enemy  and  finding  out  where  it  came  from  most  times  only  creates  blame, 
not  victory  over  the  enemy.  I have  called  my  enemy  many  names:  Elate, 
Resentment,  Uealousy,  Anger,  Loneliness.  Elis  true  name,  for  me,  is  Shame  and 
because  I listened  to  Shame  tell  me  that  I was  less  than  anyone  with  blonde 
hair  and  fine  pale  features  everything  I thought  or  did  was  also  less,  I 
offered  nothing  good  and  did  my  best  to  stay  away  from  people  emotionally 
and  physically.  When  I listened  and  EIEARD  the  Truth  that  Gitchi  Manitou 
does  not  make  useless  things  I had  to  wonder  why  I believed  what  Shame  kept 
telling  me.  Shame  is  still  my  enemy  but  I do  not  have  to  listen  to  him  or 
expect  others  to  say  and  do  things  that  make  me  feel  good. 

Other  people  cannot  defeat  your  enemy  for  you.  Every  time  you  hear  your 
enemy  tell  you  what  you  are  or  do  is  not  important  and  you  believe  it,  it 
keeps  you  separate  from  the  People.  Every  time  your  enemy  tells  you,  you 
have  nothing  to  contribute  and  you  believe  it,  it  keeps  you  separate  from 
the  People.  Every  time  your  enemy  tells  you  you  are  helpless  because  others 
have  control  over  how  you  feel  about  yourself  and  you  believe  it,  it  keeps 
you  from  giving  to  the  People.  Last  night  I saw  how  these  personal  enemies, 
that  keep  people  separate  and  lonely,  are  the  true  enemies  of  Unity. 

We  are  a Strong  Spiritual  People.  The  Truth  in  our  teachings  is  again  being 
heard  by  many.  If  there's  truth  in  these  words  for  you,  ask  for  direction 
to  lead  you  to  Community,  Unity  and  Belonging  to  the  People.  You  will  be 
shown  a way  to  understand  your  personal  enemy.  You  will  be  shown  a way  to 
defeat  him  that  does  not  make  others  responsible  for  your  success. 

In  gratitude,  Nicolette 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

Maori  saying  "The  trees,  speaking  one  to  the  other  said'  Watch  out  for  the 
axe  handle,  he  is  one  of  us,  you  know.'" 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 


"RE : Evolution"  

Date:  Thu,  16  May  1996  00:39:04  -0500 
From:  bbrigham@icis.on.ca 
Sub j : Evolution 

Mailing  List:  NATCFIAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I've  been  reading  the  running  commentary  on  evolution,  wannabees,  ICWA, 
Non-natives  ...and  I have  decided  to  add  my  2 cents.  Elere  are  some  radical 
thoughts.  A Cree  Elder  once  told  me  that  if  you  took  the  sacred  pipe  and  a 
bible  and  left  them  out  on  the  plains  for  one  year,  what  would  be  there  when 


you  returned?  If  you  see  Gushe  Ake(Mother  Earth)  from  space  as  did  my 
ancestors  and  as  do  my  contemporaries  who  travel  in  spirit,  what  do  you 
see?  How  do  migratory  birds  or  fish  know  where  to  go?  How  many  birds  still 
sing  the  same  way  they  did  thousands  of  years  ago?  Is  an  eight  hour  day/40 
hour  week  relevant  anywhere  else  in  the  universe  as  it  is  in  the  artificial 
western-man  created  time  zone? 

What  I know  about  myself  and  my  people  is  simply  that  we  are  born  who  we 
are  and  we  live  on  an  Island  surrounded  by  2 countries  that  were  founded  on 
the  blood  of  our  people.  What  makes  us  different  from  any  other  ethnic  race 
here  on  our  Island  is  simply  that  we  did  not  get  off  the  boat  yesterday  or 
hundreds  or  thousands  of  years  ago.  You  cannot  study  anywhere  to  become 
one  of  us.  Our  spiritual  power  exists  because  Kitchee  Manitou  gave  us 
certain  responsibilities.  We  have  relatives  on  land,  in  the  water  and  in  the 
sky  who  have  as  much  right  to  life  as  we  do.  In  fact,  most  of  what  we  have 
learned  about  life  and  survival  we  have  learned  from  them.  Could  we  survive 
without  Grandfather  sun.  Mother  earth,  or  any  of  our  animal,  plant  and  bird 
relatives?  I do  know  they  could  all  survive  perfectly  fine  without  us. 

I personally  wish  that  the  earth  could  revert  to  being  "uncivilized". 
Civilization  has  brought  us  hunger,  racism,  weapons  of  mass  destruction, 
religious  disharmony,  oppression,  greed  and  of  course  money.  Instead  of  the 
simple  practice  of  giving  back  when  you  take,  we  have  poison  in  our  rivers 
and  in  the  air  and  in  the  food  we  eat.  Instead  of  the  practice  of  decision 
making  in  terms  of  the  seventh  generation  yet  unborn  we  have  short  term 
linear  decision  making  from  those  in  control  in  the  dominant  society.  I do 
not  believe  that  Western  Man  or  anyone  whose  belief  systems  are  founded  in 
the  ludeo-Christian  tradition  will  ever  understand  us  or  our  ways.  Our 
relationship  with  the  earth  and  the  world  around  us  is  diametrically 
opposite  to  the  foundations  of  the  so  called  "dominant  society" 

Anishnabeque.  Aneeshnabemdaa  meenwa. 

- — "RE:  New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy"  

Date:  Sat,  18  May  1996  20:49:44  -0400 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net  (Ishgooda) 

Sub j : New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

All  things  birthed  by  Mother  Earth  are  beautiful.  Some  of  us  remain 
in  awe  of  all  that  is  and  are  driven  to  offer  up  praise  and  prayer  at 
any  given  moment.  Others  see  all  that  is  beautiful  and  instead  of 
enjoying  the  very  wonderment  that  these  things  are  here,  they  "buy" 
or  steal  them  then  expect  praise  to  be  offered  to  them  because  they 
"own"  beautiful  things. 

These  people  do  not  stop.  Now  they  covet  the  very  core  of  our 
beings.  I have  nightmares  where  I see  Spirituality  Certificates  and 
Documents  hanging  on  den  walls  like  trophies  complete  with  names 
and  dates,  (lohn  Running  Fox/Shamrocky  reservation/Spirituality 
purchased  1996),  along  with  sacred  pipes,  ghost  shirts,  mandalas, 
dream  catchers  and  souvenirs  from  the  Cleveland  Indians,  Atlanta 
Braves,  and  Washington  Red  Skins. 

I have  heard  enough  anger  and  frustration  from  those  who  are 
demanding  explanations  as  to  why  they  cannot  find  anyone  to 
"teach"  them  spirituality.  Here  is  one  explanation  I personally  like. 

The  words  are  my  fathers. 

"Teach  me  chocolate!"  The  young  man  demanded  of  his  elder. 

"I  will  do  anything,  pay  any  price  you  want  me  to.  lust  please,  teach 
me  chocolate." 

The  elder  asked,  "Have  you  ever  gotten  your  own  chocolate  and 
experienced  it  for  yourself?" 

"Well,  no,  but  you've  had  chocolate  since  you  were  a child  and  I'm 
just  starting  out.  I've  never  had  chocolate  and  I wouldn't  know 
where  to  begin.  I don't  even  know  what  it  looks  like,  so  why  can't 
you  just  teach  me  ?" 

Putting  a piece  of  chocolate  into  his  mouth,  the  elder  smiled  and 


ignored  the  young  man. 

In  frustration  the  young  man  begged.  "Can  you  at  least  tell  me 
where  to  buy  a book  about  chocolate?" 

Nicolette 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

Maori  saying  "The  trees,  speaking  one  to  the  other  said'  Watch  out  for  the 
axe  handle,  he  is  one  of  us,  you  know.'" 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

- "RE:  New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy"  

Date:  Fri,  17  May  1996  15:11:07  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

O' siyo. 

Indeed,  "the  past  cannot  be  wiped  away"  and  we  need  to  be  ever  aware  that 
"now"  is  the  "past"  of  our  grandchildren ' s grandchildren. 

We  are  peoples  who  are  recovering  from  generations  of  genocide  mandated  by 
federal  indian  policies.  The  policies  continue,  the  politicians  just  keep 
coming  up  with  fancier  words  and  variations  of  the  same  old  ethnocentric 
guiding  principles  of  their  forefathers  . 

The  boarding  schools  and  mission  schools  did  more  than  take  the  Indian 
languages  away.  They  severely  damaged  our  ability  to  communicate.  We 
learned  not  only  to  speak  only  in  english  but  to  speak  only  when  spoken 
too.  We  learned  that  speaking  up  made  things  worse  for  us  and  for  those 
around  us.  Children  could  no  longer  understand  their  elders,  elders  could 
not  understand  the  children. 

We  still  have  many  elders  on  the  rez  who  do  not  speak  up  about  what  they 
need,  for  fear  that  what  they  already  have  will  be  taken  away. 

Our  families,  our  communities  and  our  nations  are  all  in  different  stages 
of  recovery  from  the  american  holocaust. 

I see  on  this  list,  some  people  take  offense  to  being  called  "white". 

Trust  me,  that  is  not  the  worst  thing  that  your  people  have  been  called  by 
any  given  Indian  community. 

We  keep  hearing  this  argument  here  on  this  rez,  about  not  "alienating"  the 
white  people  in  the  community.  And  the  very  bottom  line  is--that  they  are 
aliens  anyway.  They  may  be  second,  third  and  fourth  generation  aliens  but 
aliens  non-the-less . And  people  who  don't  like  Indians  don't  need  to  live 
on  Indian  reservations. 

This  thread  is  called  "new  age  or  old  prophecy"--I  think  the  prophecy 
being  referred  to  is  about  People  coming  forth  to  listen  to  and  share  our 
concerns  about  our  Mother  Earth,  and  the  destruction  of  the  environment.  ? 

feather  eaglerock,  leech  lake  rez 

english  is  a foreign  language,  reclaim  the  language  of  your  people  and 
send  it  to  the  future  as  your  gift  to  your  grandchildren's  grandchildren, 
di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 

"RE : Questionnaire:  Television  Media  and  NAs"  

Date:  Thu,  16  May  1996  18:09:10  -0400 
From:  aconcert@carroll . com  (Doe  Campagna) 

Sub j : Television  Media  and  Native  Americans:  Questionnaire 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[Editorial  Note:  This  posting  is  altered  slightly  from 
that  originally  posted  to  NATCHAT  at  the  request  of  the 
originator.  Doe  Campagna.  gary] 


NATIVE  AMERICAN  TELEVISION  BROADCASTING 

The  effort  is  centered  around  pulling  together  American  Indian  people  from 
all  nations;  elders,  professionals,  representatives  from  Native  American 
Colleges,  Indian  film  and  theater  organizations,  funding  organizations,  and 
tribal  governments,  and  people  like  yourself.  Ultimately,  a meeting  place 
at  a central  location  will  provide  a forum  for  Indian  people  to  present 
ideas  and  discuss  development  of  a people's  television  network.  This  effort 
is  being  undertaken  along  the  internet,  and  via  the  regular  (snail)  mail. 

Would  like  to  throw  a few  questions  out  to  see  what  response  bounces  back. 
All  will  be  printed  and  assembled  into  folders  and  delivered  to  Native 
American  leaders  and  educators  to  discuss  the  creation  of  a Native  American 
television  broadcasting  network. 

Messages  will  be  printed  as  delivered.  Return  snail  mail  addresses  are 
optional.  All  replies  will  be  submitted  in  their  entirety. 

If  you  would  like  to  add  your  own  views  not  covered  by  the  questions  also 
do  so. 

YOUR  INPUT  AND  FEEDBACK  IS  IMPORTANT  - address:  aconcert@carroll.com 

1.  Does  the  prospect  of  a Native  American  television  network  appeal  to  you? 

2.  Should  traditional  Indian  law  play  a major  (if  not  the  main  role)  in 
the  founding  of  any  Native  American  Television  company  and  its  rules  of 
operation,  or  by-laws? 

3.  Do  you  feel  that  current  commercial  television  programming  contributes 
to  cultural  dissimilation,  and  how? 

4.  Do  you  feel  television  can  help  as  a tool  for  restoring  traditional 
language  and  culture/values?  How? 

5.  Do  you  feel  that  Native  television/film  productions  and  syndicated  shows 
can  be  a source  of  economic  development?  Some  ways? 

6.  Does  the  television  media  ignore  Native  American  issues  in  the  news? 

7.  Do  you  feel  that  current  television  programming  helps  to  instill 
negative  behavior  in  Native  young  people,  if  so  how? 

9.  Is  public  access  important  to  you  with  regard  to  programming  on  Native 
television? 

10.  Do  you  feel  that  programming  should  be  determined  by: 

(choose  as  many  as  you  like  and  use  percentages  when  more  than  one.) 

a)  A Native/non-Native  corporation  who  holds  critical  shares.  % 

b)  The  local  tribal  government.  % 

c)  The  bia.  % 

d)  The  people  in  a given  broadcast  area.  % 

e)  The  colleges. % 

11.  a)  Do  you  believe  that  the  US  government  and  institutions  like  the 
world  bank  have  influence  over  the  news  and  television  programming?  (b)  How 
would  you  propose  keeping  out  such  influences  with  regard  to  Native 
American  television  programming? 

12.  Name  some  types  of  programming  you  would  like  to  see. 

13.  Given  four  channels  in  each  area,  how  many  of  those  channels  should  be: 

a) Public  Access  

b) College  Education  

c) Culture/Language  

d) Commercial  

14.  Would  you  tolerate  some  commercials  on  all  channels?  Should  non-Indian 
companies  use  Native  American  actors  in  their  commercials? 

15.  How  many  Native  people  do  you  know  # own  a television  set  compared  to 

# how  many  that  don't.  Or  just  estimate  a percentage  %. 

16.  What  age  would  you  estimate  most  children  start  watching  television? 

17.  Do  you  feel  that  any  part  of  your  life  has  been  influenced  by  television 

18.  What  is  your  age? 

19.  Do  you  feel  that  Native  American  television  would/should  pay  better 
attention  to  environmental  issues  than  the  current  media? 

20.  Are  you  in  favor  of  an  annual  world  concert  as  a fundraiser  for 
monetary  resources  needed  to  establish  and  expand  working  systems. 

21.  Are  you  a Native  American  (indigenous  American)  (American  Indian): 

Are  you  other: 

Thank  you  for  your  participation. 

Send  reply  to:  aconcert@carroll . com 


Home  page  under  construction: 
http://www.jlc . net /~ j c at lin /interworld/ 

Text  for  proposed  fundraising  concert  with  broadcasting  project  information 
http://www.cris. com/~N It homas/ lists /unite . html 
http://www.jlc . net /~j cat lin /interworld /nab. htm 

Page  reserved  for  internet  multi-media  broadcasting  and  internet  to  airwave 
broadcasting. 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Chiapas-L,  Triballaw,  NATLIT, 
NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L  listservers;  Newsgroup : alt . native;  UUCP  & Genie  email 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http: //web .maxwell . syr .edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"The  white  manj  through  his  insensitivity  to  the  way  of  Naturej  has 
desecrated  the  face  of  Mother  Earth.  The  white  man's  advanced 
technological  capacity  has  occurred  as  a result  of  his  lack  of  regard 
for  the  spiritual  path  and  for  the  way  of  living  things.  The  white 
man's  desire  for  material  possessions  and  power  has  blinded  him  to 
the  pain  he  has  caused  Mother  Earth  by  his  quest  for  what  he  calls 
natural  resources.  And  the  path  of  the  Great  Spirit  has  become 
difficult  to  see  by  almost  all  menj  even  by  many  Indians  who  have 
chosen  instead  to  follow  the  path  of  the  white  man." 

Thomas  Banyacya  for  Hopi  Traditional  Village  Leaders:  Mrs.  Mina  Lansaj 

Oraibi  Claude  Kawangyawmaj  Shungopavy  Starlie  Lomayktewaj  Mushongnovi 
Dan  Katchongvaj  Hotevilla 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  ConfederacieSj 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitutionj 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


In  the  years  1812  to  1814  the  United  States  government  solicited  the  aid 
of  the  Cherokee  in  the  United  States  battle  with  the  Creek.  This  culminated 
in  the  Battle  of  Horseshoe  Bend,  a battle  in  which  Andrew  lackson's  life 
was  saved  by  Dunaluska,  Cherokee  Chief.  Siding  with  the  white  invaders 
seemed  to  make  sense.  It  would  prevent  the  Red  Stick's  war  from  encroaching 
on  the  Cherokee  lands  which  would  ruin  their  experiment  with  the  white  man's 
ways . 

By  1836  the  Cherokee  capitol  of  New  Echota  was  an  almost  idealized  copy 
of  white  settlements.  There  was  a printing  press,  a tavern  and  inn,  and 
a bicameral  system  of  government  in  place.  The  Cherokee  had  won  the  right 
to  keep  there  lands  in  Georgia  in  no  less  a white  man's  enclave  than  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

On  May  23,  Andrew  lackson  ramrodded  through  congress  the  Relocation  Act, 
and  on  May  24,  1836  the  Cherokee  were  dragged  from  their  homes  and  sent  on 
the  death  march  known  to  our  People  as  the  "Trail  of  Tears". 

I repeat  this  bit  of  history  to  remind  others  it  is  dangerous  to  rely  upon 
the  word  and  law  of  the  United  States.  I would  ask  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  who 
have  lived  beside  each  other  for  ages  to  consider  deep  in  their  hearts  who 
they  can  believe  and  trust  as  a neighbor. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Genius  of  our  Ancestors 

- Warriors 

- Permits  to  Pray 

- Navajo/Hopi  Land  Dispute  Update 

- NAGPRA/Traff icking/Ritual  Objects 

- EZLN  5/23/96  Communique 

- Reviews  of  Books  by/about  NAs 

- Help  Big  Brothers/Sisters  of  Tucson 

- Poems:  Heyoka 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE:  Genius  of  our  Ancestors 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Roots  of  Reservation  Corruption 

- Big  Mountain  Emergency 

- 3im  Thunder,  Run  for  Freedom 

- Small  Grants  Available 

- Nt'l  Museum  of  the  American  Indian 

- NA  Talent  Resources  Sought 

- Native  Blood?  Native  Nations 

- New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy 


Date:  Wed,  22  May  96  14:41:21  EST 

From:  "Glen  WELKER"  <gwelker@mail . lmi . org> 

Sub j : Genius  of  our  Ancestors  (fyi  - Glenn) 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

Maori  saying 

"The  trees,  speaking  one  to  the  other  said' 

Watch  out  for  the  axe  handle,  he  is  one  of  us,  you  know.'" 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

The  Genius  of  our  Ancestors  is  now  buried  forever  beneath  concrete,  tall 
buildings  and  rivers  whose  original  course  has  been  changed  by  man-made 
dams,  erosion  from  mining,  T.N.T..  etc.  Settlers  from  other  parts  of 
Mother  Earth  will  never  experience  the  true  meaning  of  what  the  Creator 
provided  for  the  Original  inhabitants  of  this  once  beautiful  country. 

What  the  many  people  who  now  live  here  will  never  realize  is  this.  Other 
Eurocentric  cultures  gave  us  nothing  we  didn't  already  have.  Our  People 
are  the  first  engineers,  first  architects,  first  builders,  first 


crusaders,  first  artists,  first  developers,  first  singers,  first  dancers, 
first  protectors,  first  hunters,  first  Grandmothers  and  Grandfathers, 
first  People  of  this  land,  first  agriculturalists,...  and  so  on. 

Our  strength  comes  from  our  Spirit,  our  eyes,  our  heart,  our  respect, 
our  word,  our  breath,  our  sharing,  our  world,  our  love,  our  songs...  and 
so  on . 

There  are  many  heavy  heel  marks  across  the  face  of  our  Mother  earth, 
that  has  put  a permanent  scar  on  her  beauty  forever.  Heavy  feet  that  have 
dragged  their  disputes  behind  them  across  large  waters  These  same  heavy 
feet  brought  their  wars,  their  disease,  their  greed,  their  hate,  their 
fears,  their  creation  stories,  their  ignorance,  their  exiles,  their 
banished,...  and  so  on. 

Without  the  caring  hearts  of  the  First  People  of  this  land  the  early 
settlers  would  not  have  survived  the  many  hardships.  They  would  have  no 
history  as  they  know  it  today,...  and  so  on. 

There  is  nothing  wrong  with  paying  respect  to  the  Original  People  of 
this  land.  Our  Ancestors  and  the  Generations  before  them,  and  before  them 
sacrificed  much  and  endured  much  during  their  time,...  and  so  on. 

These  days  there  are  so  many  wanting  to  play  indian  and  making  claim  to 
our  Ancestry.  Why  do  they  choose  our  Culture?  Might  this  be  their  way  of 
telling  us  that  our  Culture  is  the  preferred  way  of  life?  If  this  is  true, 
then  they  would  have  to  forget  all  the  lies  they  were  ever  taught  at  home 
and  at  school.  We  are  the  Original  teachers  of  this  land.  We  are  the 
Original  Keepers  of  this  land. 

A recurring  thought  comes  now  and  then.  Why  do  these  people  not  choose 
the  Afro  american  culture,  Hispanic  culture,  MidEastern  culture,  or  other 
world  recognized  cultures  to  plagiarize. 

Why  do  the  New  Agers  insist  on  disregarding  the  gifts  and  wisdom  of  our 
Elders?  Is  it  because  they  are  still  not  sure  of  who  they  are?  Why  do  they 
show  homage  to  plastic  and  porcelain  icons  from  another  culture?  When 
will  they  realize  that  the  Original  People  of  this  land  do  not  have  to 
feel  guilty  for  what  someone  else  has  done  in  another  country,  on  another 
continent,  in  another  time.  Why  do  they  not  seek  the  True  Spirit,  the 
True  Meaning  of  what  the  Creator  provided  and  shared  with  us.  All  these 
gifts  were  given,  to  be  cherished  and  respected  for  all  time.  The  Creator 
had  never  intended  for  us  to  pay  a fee  or  buy  a book  in  order  to  walk  with 
our  Ancestors.  Many  have  been  shamed  in  to  thinking  that,  a form  of  paper 
currency  will  save  their  restless  Spirit.??  If  other  cultures  wish  to  wail 
in  anguish  for  what  their  forefathers  did.  So  be  it.  If  other  cultures 
wish  to  wail  in  anguish  for  more  time,  when  it  comes  time  to  take  that 
final  journey.  So  be  it.  But  they  really  shouldn't  try  to  include  the 
Original  People  of  this  land,  innocent  of  a crime  their  Ancestors  had 
nothing  to  do  with  all  those  years  ago...  and  so  on. 

Walk,  without  the  FALSE  pride  that  alcohol  and  drugs  can  produce. 

Walk,  as  our  Ancestors  know  WE  can. 

Walk,  with  combined  STRENGTH  for  OUR  future  Generations. 

Walk,  with  the  KNOWLEDGE  that  our  Ways,  our  Culture,  and  our  TRUTHS  are 
Priceless  and  Ageless. 

Yah  - Whunt  -Goh 

Ken  Cornelius,  0 ' nyota  ' aka' 

Founder.  CREATORS  CHOICE,  Detroit 
ishgooda@tdi.net  (Ishgooda) 

"RE : Warriors"  

Date:  Fri,  24  May  1996  00:31:28  -0400 
From:  WOODRUFQ@aol.com 
Sub j : Warriors 

Relatives : 

I would  like  to  share  with  you  a story  told  by  one  of  the  Sundancers  this 
past  month  at  the  Redstone  Youth  Sundance,  Tucson,  AZ.  This  is  somewhat  a 
paraphrase,  but  I am  sure  you  will  understand.  One  of  the  beauties  of  the 
oral  tradition  is  that  stories  such  as  this  can  be  passed  on  to  others. 


An  Elder  who  councils  with  prisoners  locally  was  holding  a talking 
circle  with  a group  of  male  inmates.  There  were  ten  or  fifteen  men  in  the 
group  which  was  asked  to  tell,  in  turn,  what  they  felt  defined  a warrior. 
The  first  man  spoke  of  strength,  courage,  defending  the  heritage. 

The  second  said  much  the  same,  adding  comments  about  looking  out  for  the 
children  and  Elders.  And  so  it  went  around  the  circle;  each  man  in  his 
turn  saying  about  the  same  things. 

And  finally  the  last  man  was  reached.  He  was  small,  almost  feminine  in 
appearance,  and  very  nervous.  He  spoke  softly,  with  fear  in  his  voice. 

"I  have  not  associated  with  these  men  because  I am  afraid  of  them.  I am 
afraid  they  will  abuse  me  because  of  what  I am".  I have  heard  what  each 
of  you  has  said  about  being  a warrior,  but  you  are  wrong.  The  Women  are 
the  warriors,  not  the  men. 

I am  Winkti,  and  that  is  why  I am  afraid  of  these  men.  I was  raised  by 
the  women,  my  mother  and  sisters.  I wanted  my  father,  but  he  was  never 
there.  I ran  after  him,  crying,  begging  him  to  play  with  me;  but  he  only 
went  off  to  drink  and  chase  women.  When  I would  bring  things  home  from 
school,  and  want  to  show  them  to  him,  he  was  too  busy,  or  didn't  care. 

When  I wanted  him  to  take  me  hunting  or  fishing  he  didn't  have  time. 

When  I was  afraid,  it  was  the  women  who  gave  me  comfort.  When  I was 
hungry,  they  were  the  ones  who  supplied  my  food,  even  if  they  had  none  of 
their  own.  When  I was  lonely  they  were  there  to  be  my  friend  and  cheer  me 
up.  My  mother  was  the  one  who  worked  so  that  we  could  eat  and  have 
clothing;  while  my  father  was  out  who-knows-where. 

It  was  the  women  who  did  what  ever  was  necessary  to  maintain  the  family. 
And  so  I am  Winkti,  and  know  that  the  true  warriors  are  the  Women,  not  the 
men . 

No  one  in  the  talking  circle  spoke  against  what  this  man  had  said.  

I say  to  you,  from  my  own  experience,  that  the  hope  of  this  Earth  is  in 
the  Woman  Nation.  Most  of  my  teachers  on  this  Red  Road  have  been  women.  I 
have  had  the  privilege  to  keep  fire  for  the  woman's  sweat,  and  share  the 
totality  of  their  giving  for  the  People.  I have  felt  the  strength  of  the 
woman  Sundancers,  and  it  is  beyond  description. 

In  the  Gourd  Dance  the  women  dance  behind  the  men.  Their  shawls  spread 
out  like  the  wings  of  Eagles,  protecting  our  backs  as  we  dance.  And  who 
is  protecting  the  backs  of  the  women??? 

There  is  balance  in  all  things.  There  are  men  who  are  true  warriors, 
but  they  are  few,  compared  to  the  woman.  True  warriors  "speak"  with 
actions,  walking  in  a good  and  humble  way. 

The  time  has  come  for  all  of  us  to  become  better  warriors.  Let  us  give 
thanks  that  the  Woman  Nation  has  the  strength  to  share  with  all  of  us  so 
that  this  may  be  accomplished. 

Woody 


"RE : Permits  to  Pray"  

Date:  Sat,  25  May  1996  08:30:38  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Sub j : Permits  to  Pray 

UUCP  email 

I am  home  to  send  out  this  message  to  the  world... I ask  that  you  put  it 
on  all  your  Listsservers . . . .You  E this  to  everyone  in  the  World... I want 
the  world  to  hear  my  words... 

+ Comes  before  the  sacred  fire  of  my  Grandfathers  and  knees  down  as  she 
offers  tobacco  to  our  Sacred  Ones  and  asks  them  to  hear  the  words  of  a 
Tsalagi  woman+ 

Grandfathers .... 

Last  night  I saw  Evil... I saw  what  this  World  has  come  to... I cry  now 
as  I speak  these  words  to  you... I have  saw  a holy  city  captured ...  held 
Hostage.... I have  seen  our  Spirituality  now  in  the  hands  of  men  who  spit 
upon  us... and  who  have  guns  pointed  at  us.... 

I went  to  our  Holy  City  of  New  Echota,  Grandfathers ...  in  obedience  to 


your  words... I went.... and  as  I walked  up... There  were  15  Park  Rangers 
standing  in  a group,  with  semi  automatic  weapons... 9 mm  ones  Fred  told 
me... in  the  Parking  lot ...  refusing  to  allow  us  there ... .Armed ...  like  at  a 
standoff ...  and  it  reminded  me  of  Wounded  Knee  when  they  would  not  allow  us 
there . 

I talked  at  the  locked  gate  with  the  Supt....I  said.. We  are  NOT  here 
for  trouble.. we  only  wish  to  pray... He  refused  to  allow  this... He  was  so 
angry... so  angry... and  men  with  the  guns  stood  there  with  arms  folded.. and 
I thought. .they' re  going  to  shoot  us  if  we  go  on. 

I asked  him... Is  there  not  a place  here  designated  to  pray  in... He 
said.. "Yes,  the  First  Amendment  Area."  (You'll  be  happy  to  know  our  First 
Amendment  has  an  designated  area.)  I said.. "Can  we  pray  there?"  He 
said.. "Do  you  have  a Permit?"  A PERMIT?!  "Yes,  you  have  to  get  one  in 
our  Atlanta  Office  of  the  National  Resource  Agency."  I looked  at  him 
silently ...  and  he  said.. "You  have  to  get  them  during  normal  working  hours 
and  they're  closed  now  for  the  holiday  weekend." 

I asked  him... "Does  everyone  have  to  have  a permit  to  pray  there?" 

He  said.. "Well,  we  take  it  on  a case-by-case  basis."  I asked.. "What  is 
the  criteria  then  for  this?"  He  said.. "Its  up  to  us."... 

"So,  YOU  decide  who  can  and  cannot  pray  then  in  the  First  Amendment 
Area?"  "Yes"  I smiled  up  at  him  and  said.. "I'll  bet  you  wouldn't  allow  me 
then  to  be  one  who  could."  He  didn't  answer ...  just  looked  at  me... I felt 
at  that  moment  more  pity  for  a man  corrupted  by  his  system  than  I ever 
have... I knew  that  if  I walked  onto  that  area... we'd  be  shot... I knew  it 
as  surely  as  anything  I've  ever  known... THey  were  so  angry... so  angry... 

I stood  there  as  they  began  taking  pictures  of  us... writing  down  tag 
numbers ...  and  I smiled  at  them  as  they  took  pictures ...  and  hoped  the 
sadness  is  reflected  in  that  smile  when  they  develop  it... I looked  past 
them  standing  there ...  blocking  our  way  into  that  holy  land... and  it 
occurred  to  me.. We  worry  about  fighting  for  the  religious  freedoms  in 
Bosnia  and  other  places... and  right  here,  literally  in  our  own  back 
yard.. we  have  none.... we  have  none... and  my  heart  wept. 

The  Sheriff's  office  came... told  us  you  can't  stand  in  the 
roadway ...  and  of  course  I knew  the  harassment  was  beginning  and  the 
charges  would  read  "obstructing  traffic"  or  something  like  that  which  they 
usually  do... I've  lived  this  before... I asked  Danawa  to  leave... she  kept 
staying... I got  her  and  put  her  in  the  car... 

We  held  council  with  the  Ketoni...We  had  to  go  over  to  a campground 
already  prepared .. and  as  they  counciled,  I sat  quietly  listening. .. and 
when  it  came  my  turn  to  speak  I stood  up... and  I told  them... We  cannot 

light  this  sacred  fire... we  cannot The  Ketoni  agreed... and  so  we  did 

not . 

Grandfathers ...  I want  the  World  to  know  this  thing... I want  them  to 
know  that  our  People  cannot  pray  without  Permits  anymore... I want  them  to 
know  our  sacred  fires  cannot  be  lit... That  the  Spirits  on  our  Holy  City 
cannot  be  reached  there... I also  want  you  to  know  I'm  on  my  way  back  out 
there ... Danawa  is  out  there  now.... but  I had  to  come  back... to  tell  the 
world. . .THERE  IS  NO  RELIGIOUS  FREEDOM  IN  THIS  COUNTRY. .. THERE  IS 
NONE... and  I want  the  words  to  be  heard.... 

*backs  away  7 steps  in  the  betrayal  of  our  Nations,  from  the  cold 
ground  where  sacred  fire  could  not  be  done... and  realizes .. .the  breast  of 
Mother  is  cold  today... and  Creator  's  voice  was  silenced ...  and  WEEPS  for 
the  sadness  of  it  all* 

I want  the  world  to  know  that  as  of  11:30  AM  Saturday. .they  are  still 
there  armed.. and  refusing  to  allow  it... and  I have  taken  pictures  of 
it.. and  I want  the  world  to  see... how  we  have  to  have  Permits  to  Pray  or 
be  shot .... 


"RE : Navajo/Hopi  Land  Dispute  Update 

Date:  Mon,  27  May  1996  11:39:02  -0700  (MST) 
From:  dh88691@goodnet.com  (Ion  Norstog) 

Sub j : Navajo/Hopi  Land  Dispute  Update 


UUCP  email 


NAVADO-HOPI  "LAND  DISPUTE"  UPDATE:  MAY  27,  1996 
Numerous  Recent  Incidents  on  the  Land 

In  the  two  months  since  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee  hearings 
on  the  proposed  Navajo-Hopi  settlement,  a number  of  incidents  of  a 
provocative  nature  have  taken  place,  all  involving  Hopi  tribal  officials  and 
law-enforcement  personnel.  The  most  recent  of  these  was  the  four-day  police 
blockade  of  Alice  Benally's  home  and  the  Anna  Mae  camp  and  Sun  Dance  ground. 

Friday  and  Saturday  I received  calls  from  Grace  Smith  and  two  Denver 
support  group  people,  and  it  sounded  pretty  bad.  Yesterday  afternoon  I 
drove  out  to  the  Big  Mountain  and  Mosquito  Springs  areas  to  find  out  what 
was  happening. 

The  roadblocks  were  down  when  I got  out  there.  At  Mae  Tso's  place, 
things  were  pretty  normal,  kids  running  around,  the  recently  sheared  sheep 
and  goats  out  grazing  with  just  the  dogs  to  watch  them.  In  spite  of  the 
drought,  the  grass  looks  good  out  on  HPL  and  there  are  no  spreading  patches 
of  bare  ground  like  you  see  further  east. 

Betty  Tso  told  me  that  her  younger  sister  Daunita  and  sister-in-law 
Rachel  had  been  stopped  at  a roadblock  where  Duanita  was  arrested  on  an 
outstanding  traffic  violation.  Betty  said  that  there  were  a lot  of  arrests 
at  the  roadblocks  but  they  were  all  for  outstanding  warrants  or  DUI.  Nobody 
that  she  knew  of  was  arrested  specifically  for  "movement  activity."  Some 
vehicles  were  searched,  but  Betty  didn't  give  me  any  names. 

She  had  heard  that  some  Navajo  people  on  their  way  to  a religious 
site  at  Teasyatoh  had  been  turned  away  at  the  Dinnebito  Junction  roadblock 
(more  on  this  later). 

We  shot  the  breeze  for  a while,  then  I went  back  to  Rocky  Ridge  and 
up  to  Big  Mountain.  Betty  had  said  the  spring  gathering  was  moved  to  Dane 
Biakeddy's  place  on  the  Navajo  (NPL)  side  of  the  fence.  I went  there,  but 
the  only  person  around  was  Slim  Biakeddy,  tending  the  sheep  and  goats  on 
horseback.  He  said  everyone  was  at  Alice  Benally's  place  and  told  me  to 
watch  out  for  the  police. 

Louise  Benally,  her  new  husband  Mervyn  Tilden,  and  a few  support 
people  were  the  only  ones  around  at  the  Anna  Mae  camp.  They  said  the 
blockade  began  late  Tuesday  and  was  lifted  Saturday  afternoon.  The 
roadblocks  were  set  on  the  "Dinnebito  Freeway",  the  main  road  most  outsiders 
take  getting  to  Big  Mountain.  The  first  roadblock  was  on  HPL  lands  at  the 
Dinnebito  junction  just  off  AZ  264,  with  Hopi  Rangers  and  Arizona  State 
Police.  Another  roadblock  was  set  up  south  of  Alice  Benally's  place,  again 
on  HPL  land,  with  Hopi  Rangers  and  BIA  Police.  The  third  roadblock  was  set 
up  near  the  turnoff  to  kathering  Smith's  place,  about  a mile  north  of 
Benally' s. 

The  Hopi  Tribe  for  some  time  also  deployed  its  TAC  squad,  in  black 
uniforms  and  with  the  usual  display  of  firepower,  along  the  ridge  east  of 
Benally's  place,  effectively  surrounding  it.  No  one  mentioned  helicopters 
tear  gas  or  the  firing  of  any  weapons.  Louise  Benally  was  not  arrested,  and 
no  one  mentioned  any  arrests  taking  place  except  at  the  roadblocks.  Louise 
confirmed  that  the  arrests  were  all  for  outstanding  warrants  and  DUI. 

Mervyn  said  that  he  had  been  refused  passage  at  the  roadblocks  for  two  days, 
even  though  he  is  an  in-law  of  the  Benallys. 

Mr.  Tilden  said  that  a complaint  had  been  made  to  the  BIA  Hopi 
Agency  about  their  police  participating  in  the  operation,  and  the  BIA  police 
were  then  withdrawn.  He  also  said  that  someone  had  shot  up  Dine'  Alliance's 
sign  on  the  NPL.  He  thought  it  was  the  police  because  of  the  caliber  of  the 
bullet  holes.  He  said  they  have  the  sign,  but  I did  not  see  it. 

The  reason  given  by  the  Hopi  Tribe  for  the  roadblocks  was  that  there 
was  an  extreme  fire  danger  because  of  the  drought,  and  that  no  one  had  got  a 
permit  for  holding  the  spring  gathering.  However,  Alice  Benally's  place  was 
the  only  part  of  HPL  blocked  off.  It  was  directed  specifically  at  the  spring 
gathering  and  was  meant  to  discourage  the  expression  of  support  for  the  Big 
Mountain  people  by  non-Navajos  and  by  Navajos  from  outside  the  Big  Mountain 
area.  It  was  probably  a legal  use  of  the  Hopi  Tribe's  police  power,  but 
done  for  what  I believe  is  an  illegal  purpose:  to  prevent  the  expression  of 
political  and  religious  rights. 

Other  incidents  have  included  the  recent  Hopi  Tribal  interdiction  of 


a food  caravan,  the  destruction  of  Huck  and  Genevieve  Greyeyes'  ceremonial 
hogan,  and  "visits"  to  family  homesites  by  groups  of  Office  of  Hopi  Lands 
staff  at  times  when  they  know  everyone  is  away.  Last  time  I was  out  at  Mae 
Tso's  place,  on  May  9,  Rachel  told  me  she  had  been  home  alone  with  her  baby 
while  everyone  else  was  at  a meeting,  when  a group  of  Hopi  officials  drove 
up.  The  got  out  and  started  looking  around,  so  she  went  outside  to  confront 
them.  According  to  Rachel,  they  acted  surprised.  She  told  them  if  they 
wanted  to  look  around  they  should  come  back  when  people  were  there,  and  ask 
permission.  According  to  Rachel,  a lot  of  people  are  now  unwilling  to  go  to 
meetings  if  they  have  to  leave  their  homes  unattended. 

There  was  only  one  heifer  cow  at  the  BIA  impound  corral  at  Kearns 
Canyon.  However,  there  are  two  new  livestock  trailers,  bringing  the  total 
to  five.  Each  one  will  hold  8 to  10  cattle  or  horses,  or  a whole  herd  of 
sheep  and  goats.  The  new  trailers  each  have  four  sections  of  modular  steel 
corral  panels  hung  on  their  sides.  These  panels  can  be  set  up  to  make  a 
sort  of  squeeze  chute  that  will  allow  quicker  and  easier  impounding  of 
Navajo  livestock. 

The  BIA's  order  for  immediate  livestock  reduction  is  still  in  place, 
although  there  has  been  no  action  yet.  When  BIA  proceeds  with  the  intended 
impoundments  and  permit  cancellations,  you  can  expect  another  crisis,  and 
maybe  confrontation  as  well.  Since  the  Navajo  Nation  no  longer  assists  the 
families  with  impound  fees,  they  will  be  much  more  reluctant  to  allow  their 
livestock  to  be  taken  away. 

What  Does  it  all  Mean? 

For  the  Hopi  Tribe,  the  harassment  is  just  business  as  usual.  As 
Louise  benally  said,  "its  the  same  old  same  old."  The  Hopi  Tribe  feels 
secure  enough  in  its  position  that  it  is  not  bothering  to  wait  until  the 
settlement  is  final  before  showing  everyone  what  its  plans  are  for  the  Dine' 
families.  The  Hopi  Tribe  temporarily  evicted  a member  of  the  Benally 
household  of  whom  it  did  not  approve.  It  selectively  enforced  Hopi  Tribal 
law  to  prevent  religious  and  political  expression  by  the  Benally  family.  It 
also  blocked  some  Navajo  people  from  visiting  and  praying  at  the  site  of  the 
recent  appearance  of  the  Yei,  at  Sarah  Begay's  place. 

The  Appearance  of  the  Yei 

On  Sunday,  May  5,  two  Yei  (Holy  People)  appeared  at  the  home  of 
Sarah  Begay,  in  Teasyatoh.  They  gave  instructions  to  her  and  her  mother,  and 
left  signs  of  their  visit,  which  have  been  preserved.  This  is  the  first 
time  this  has  happened  in  the  memory  of  living  Dine'  and  everyone  knows 
about  it.  Thousands  of  people  have  gone  there  to  see  the  signs  and  to  pray, 
and  at  least  one  ceremony  has  taken  place.  Medicine  people  are  debating  the 
event  and  its  significance,  also  there  are  differences  of  opinion  as  to 
which  of  the  Yei  appeared. 

Most  of  these  things  are  not  being  discussed  much  with  outsiders. 

The  closest  parallel  I can  think  of  would  be  an  appearance  of  the  Virgin, 
such  as  the  ones  at  Guadalupe  or  Fatima.  When  the  Dine'  have  interpreted 
what  the  appearance  means  and  begun  to  act  on  the  instructions  provided, 
this  event  will  probably  have  far-reaching  effects. 

The  way  out  to  the  site  is  getting  a lot  of  traffic,  maybe  15-20,000 
visitors  total.  Betty  Tso  said  that  on  Thursday,  two  Navajo  Transit  buses 
drove  out.  Both  President  Hale  and  Chairman  Secakuku  have  been  out  to  the 
site,  and  both  reportedly  got  a piece  of  Mrs.  Begay's  mind. 

"RE : NAGPRA/Traff icking/Ritual  Objects"  

Date:  Mon,  27  May  1996  09:40:49  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  quasho@ix.netcom.com  (William  3.  Whatley) 

Sub j : NAGPRA-Trafficking-Ritual  Objects 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

THE  SITUATION: 

In  1993,  specific  communally  owned  ritual  artifacts  belonging  to  the 
"People  of  the  Pueblo  of  Hernez"  in  Northern  New  Mexico  were  observed  for 


sale  in  a locked  glass  display  case  in  Albuquerque  at  a consignment 
antique  store.  The  Pueblos  Governors  and  Traditional  Tribal  Leaders  were 
brought  down  to  the  store  to  observe  the  objects.  Through  the  locked 
glass,  a number  of  objects  were  observed  which  the  Tribal  Leaders 
believed  were  genuine/authentic  items  of  ritual  status  belonging  to  the 
lemez  People. 

The  Unwritten  Traditional  Tribal  Law  (carried  from  prehistory)  of  the 
Pueblo  of  lemez  specifically  states  that  any  object  of  ritual  design, 
regardless  of  the  context  of  manufacture,  is  of  ritual  status  and  is 
communal  property  and  can't  be  sold,  traded,  gifted,  exchanged  or 
otherwise  divorced  from  the  lemez  People,  even  by  Tribal  Members,  even  by 
the  manufacturer,  unless  such  action  is  authorized  by  the  Supreme  Council 
of  Traditional  Tribal  Leaders.  In  short,  ritual  objects  can't  be 
privately  owned.  In  1848,  the  last  authorized  gifting  of  a ritual  object 
took  place  and  that  object  is  now  in  the  Smithsonian.  No  such 
authorization  has  been  granted  since  that  time.  As  such,  the  items  in  the 
glass  cabinet  evidently  represent  a theft  of  communally  owned  ritual 
property  belonging  to  the  Demez  People. 

A written  deposition  was  signed  by  the  Traditional  Leaders  stating  their 
belief  that,  based  on  viewing  through  locked  glass  cabinets,  said  objects 
(06  total)  were  genuine  and  therefore  stolen.  USDI  Criminal 
Investigators  working  in  conjunction  with  the  BIA  CIs  and  the  Pueblo  of 
lemez  obtained  a search  and  seizure  warrant  and  confiscated  the  evidence 
along  with  receipts  and  tax  records.  These  resulted  in  the 
identification  and  subsequent  apprehension  of  the  non-Indian  who  had 
presented  said  objects  for  sale. 

In  the  presence  of  the  BIA  CIs  (1995),  the  ritual  objects  were  observed 
(hands-on)  again  by  the  Pueblos  Traditional  Leaders.  Of  the  six  objects 
originally  confiscated,  absolute  identification  of  genuine  ritual  status 
was  made  for  three,  and  the  other  three  were  identified  as  Demez,  but  the 
Traditional  Leaders  determined  that  they  had  been  significantly  altered, 
probably  to  enhance  their  saleability.  For  this  reason,  it  was  decided 
to  pursue  the  three  unaltered  objects  under  NAGPRA  trafficking.  The  case 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Assist.  US  Attorney,  Albuquerque. 

The  US  Attorney  would  like  for  the  Pueblo  to  disclose  the  secret 
"society"  markings  carried  on  each  of  the  artifacts  to  help  prove  how 
they  know  the  objects  are  authentic  (this  disclosure  would  violate  the 
Pueblos  Unwritten  Traditional  Tribal  Laws).  She  also  needs  to  know  the 
date  of  the  alleged  "taking"  ...or  the  date  the  objects  were  last 
seen/utilized  by  the  Pueblos  Traditional  Leaders. 

Unfortunately,  the  prayer-sticks  (object  01)  are  placed  on  outside 
shrines  in  remote  locations,  but  on  Tribal  lands.  When  they  disappear 
from  the  shrines,  it  is  usually  because  the  Spirits  have  taken  the 
offering  and  no  one  questions  this;  the  headdress  (object  02)  is  kept  in  a 
religious  chamber  along  with  similar  ones  hanging  together  on  wooden  wall 
pegs  (ca.  15  to  a peg/20-25  pegs);  the  headdress  ornament  (object  03)  is 
actually  removed  from  the  headdress  immediately  after  use  and  stored 
separately  in  a religious  chamber  with  similar  ornaments.  They  are  not 
used  again  until  just  prior  to  the  next  ceremony  which  could  be  more  than 
a year  later.  In  the  meantime,  no  person  disturbs  the  headdress  or  the 
headdress  ornament  because  they  are  "resting".  Hence,  in  all  three  cases, 
it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  notice,  let  alone  say,  when  the  items 
disappeared . 

The  black-market  dealer  (well  known)  claims  the  six  objects  were 
manufactured  for  sale  in  another  Pueblo  by  non-traditional  Indian  youth 
looking  to  make  a quick  dollar .. .that  they  are  replicas .. .that  he  knows 
they  are  not  genuine. . .that  the  objects  are  not  even  made  by  the  lemez 
People  and  the  lemez  therefore  have  no  right  to  prosecute  him.  lemez 
Pueblo  says  that  the  items  were  likely  stolen  by  non-traditional  lemez 
youth  also  looking  to  make  a quick  dollar. 

The  Assist.  US  Attorney  would  like  to  obtain  stronger  evidence  to  prove 
the  three  objects  are  lemez  ritual  items  of  communally  owned  status.  In 
addition,  this  same  US  Attorney  does  not  appear  to  be  knowledgeable  about 
prior  convictions  for  similar  situations. 

As  Tribal  Archaeologist  (or  is  that  Counter-Archaeologist)  for  the 


Pueblo  of  lemez,  I have  coordinated  the  successful  repatriation  of 
literally  hundreds  of  ritual  objects  under  both  NAGPRA  and  Smithsonian 
Policy.  I am  certain  that  if  the  six  ritual  objects  were  in  a museums 
possession,  I could  secure  their  return  back  to  the  Pueblo  of  lemez. 
Evidently  however,  the  same  rules  do  not  apply  to  prosecution  for 
trafficking  in  the  same  stolen  objects. 

THE  QUESTION: 

Given  the  above  situation,  does  anyone  have  any  suggestions  as  to  how 
the  Pueblo  of  lemez  can  provide  stronger  proof  without  disclosing  secret 
society  information,  or  prior  case  references  that  I can  present  to  the 
US  Attorneys  Office  to  help  them  in  prosecuting  this  case? 

Please  excuse  the  spelling  and  thank  you  in  advance  for  your  time  and 
consideration  of  this  matter. 

Respectfully  yours, 

William  3.  Whatley 
Tribal  Archaeologist 
Pueblo  of  lemez 

PS:  My  email  address  of  "Quasho@ix.netcom.com"  will  change  on  Dune  1st 
to  a new  address  that  is  unknown  at  this  time. 

Originator:  triballaw@thecity . sfsu.edu 
From:  Alan  Mandell  <itcn@itcn . org> 

William  (et  al . . . ) , 

The  Triballaw  list  keeps  an  archive  of  all  messages  that  are  sent  to  the 
list.  So,  my  suggestion  is  that  responses  be  sent  to  the  list  so  that 
they  may  be  archived.  In  this  manner,  William  will  be  able  to  view  the 
responses  when  his  new  E-mail  address  is  established. 

To  learn  more  about  the  archives  send  a message  to  the 

listserv@thecity.sfsu.edu  with  the  message 

help  archives  or  visit  the  listserv  homepage 

http://thecity.sfsu.edu/listserv 

If  you  need  help.  E-mail  me  and  I will  try  to  help  out  the  best  I can.  <al> 

"RE ; EZLN  5/23/96  Communique"  

Date:  Thu,  23  May  1996  13:46:30  +0000 
From:  moonlight@igc.apc.org 
Sub j : 5/23/96  communique 

Mailing  List:  Chiapas-L  (chiapas-l@profmexis.dgsca.unam.mx) 

Hopefully  many  of  you  have  already  read  the  communique  dated  May  18th 
of  1996.  The  COCOPA  officially  responded  this  Tuesday  by  "a  scolding" 
which  demanded  that  the  EZLN  immediately  return  to  the  negotiating  table 
and  not  jeopardize  the  peace  process.  Below  is  the  most  recent  EZLN 
communique  which  firmly  responds  that  conditions  do  not  exist  for  the 
continuation  of  the  peace  process. 

Clearly  the  situation  remains  as  dangerous  as  in  February  and  October 
of  1995.  We  urge  you  to  do  all  you  can  to  respond  to  this  growing 
emergency. 


Enclosure  number  1 

Dear  Companeros, 

A few  minutes  ago  through  a radio  transmission  I was  able  to  listen  to 
your  response  to  my  letter  of  May  18th.  I appreciate  your  promptness,  as 
well  as  the  fact  that  you  considered  it  necessary  to  respond.  This 
evidences  the  fact  that  your  interest  in  the  resolution  of  this  crisis  has 
not  grown  less. 

Cecilia  Rodriguez 

Enclosure  number  2 

To:  the  Commission  for  Concordance  and  Pacification 
Gentleman  Legislators: 


I want  to  point  out  three  facts: 

1.  Misters  iavier  Elorriaga  and  Sebastian  Entzin,  accused  of  being 
members  of  the  EZLN,  remain  imprisoned.  Regardless  of  the  many 
declarations  to  the  contrary,  including  one  from  the  judicial  branch,  the 
EZLN  has  been  condemned  for  being  terrorist. 

2.  The  military  mobilization  in  the  regions  of  the  Highlands,  the 
jungle  and  northern  Chiapas  have  ostensibly  increased,  especially  within 
the  past  24  hours.  You  may  personally  confirm  this,  if  you  wish. 

3.  There  are  no  political  guarantees  which  can  advance  the  peace 
process.  There  is  a patent  condition  of  bedlam  in  the  state:  the  white 
guards  continue  to  act  with  complete  impunity,  a sample  of  such  is  the 
paramilitary  group  Dos  Chinchulins  whose  actions  have  provoked  deaths  and 
the  exodus  of  indigenous  families  which  fear  their  aggression. 

I therefore  repeat  everything  stated  in  the  epistle  of  May  18,  1996;  it 
is  indispensable  that  a new  judicial  parameter  be  developed  which  can 
resolve  not  only  these  phenomena  but  any  other  obstacles  to  the  process 
of  dialogue  and  negotiation.  Clearly,  the  physical,  military  and 
political  conditions  do  not  exist  whereby  a personal  meeting  can  be  held 
between  the  Commission  for  Concordance  and  Pacification  and  members  of  the 
command  of  the  EZLN.  We  will  continue  to  wait  for  you  to  make  the  best 
effort  possible  for  this  encounter  and  reclaiming  the  path  of  peace.  We 
agree  that  this  public  means  be  the  one  utilized  given  the  actual 
circumstances.  That  is  all. 

>From  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast. 

Subcommandante  Insurgente  Marcos 
Mexico,  May  of  1996 

"RE : Reviews  of  Books  by/about  NAs"  
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From:  Steve  Brock  <brock@ucsub. Colorado. EDU> 

Sub j : Reviews  of  new/recent  books  by/about  Native  Americans 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 

YELLOW  WOMAN  AND  A BEAUTY  OF  THE  SPIRIT:  ESSAYS  ON  NATIVE  AMERICAN 
LIFE  TODAY  by  Leslie  Marmon  Silko.  Simon  and  Schuster,  1230  Avenue 
of  the  Americas,  N.Y.,  NY  10020,  (800)  223-2336,  FAX:  (212)  698- 
7007.  Illustrated,  notes.  205  pp.,  $23.00  cloth.  0-684-81153-7 

At  her  signing  for  "Yellow  Woman"  last  week  in  Denver,  Silko 
read  "Fences  Against  Freedom,"  a fervent  condemnation  of  U.S. 
immigration  policy  in  general  and  Border  Patrol  tactics  in  detail. 

As  expected,  most  of  the  questions  after  the  reading  were  about 
U.S. /Mexico  border  politics  (though  a man  in  front  of  me  asked  her 
"why  do  I like  Indians  so  much?"),  which  is  only  a small  part  of 
her  new  book. 

"Yellow  Woman"  is  passionate  and  impassioned  appraisal  of 
issues  facing  contemporary  Native  Americans  in  the  U.S.,  and 
Central  and  South  America  (maintaining  an  identity  with  the  land, 
the  politics  of  tribal  councils,  Indian  fishing  rights,  and 
cultural  identification),  as  well  as  a collection  of  memoirs, 
stories,  and  an  excerpt  from  a longer  piece  on  how  to  perceive  a 
rock. 

Though  labeled  by  many  as  "outraged"  and  "controversial,"  to 
me  Silko' s essays,  while  speaking  clearly  about  injustice  and 
perseverance,  also  resound  with  a deeper  message  that  is  more 
optimistic  and  perceptive:  Indian  people  are  seekers  of  truth  and 
their  stories  illustrate  both  possibilities  and  consequences. 

Grade:  B+. 

What's  next:  Silko  is  working  on  a novel  which  focuses  on  the 
U.S. /Mexico  border  (a  place,  she  says  in  "Yellow  Woman,"  where 
trade  that  has  taken  place  for  thousands  of  years  is  interrupted  by 
checkpoints  and  "a  steel  wall  twelve  feet  high")  as  well  as  hand- 
made, limited  editions  of  an  autobiography  titled  "Sacred  Water." 


Also  by  Silko:  Fiction:  "Ceremony"  (1977),  "Almanac  of  the 
Dead"  (1991);  Poetry:  "Laguna  Woman"  (1974);  Nonfiction:  "Story- 
teller" (1981),  "Sacred  Water"  (1996). 
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Here  are  several  short  reviews  of  new  and  recent  books  by  and  about 
Native  Americans.  All  reviews  are  written  by  Steve  Brock: 

SACRED  WATER  and  LAGUNA  WOMAN  by  Leslie  Marmon  Silko.  Flood  Plain 
Press,  8000  West  Camino  Del  Cerro,  Tucson,  AZ  85745,  FAX:  (520) 
743-9572.  Illustrated.  "Sacred  Water"  is  88  pp.,  $12.00  paper,  0- 
9636554-4-21  and  "Laguna  Woman"  is  48  pp.,  $12.00  paper,  0-9636554- 
4-22. 

These  two  well-received  books  of  poetry,  photography,  and 
narratives  are  now  available  in  second  editions,  offset  printed 
with  Silko' s photographs  and  drawings  reproduced  on  a copy  machine 
("so  they  won't  get  in  the  way  of  the  words,"  she  says).  The  run 
of  each  is  limited  to  2,500  copies.  Grade  for  each:  A.  Also 
available:  limited  editions  of  "Sacred  Water,"  hand-sewn  and  glued 
by  Silko  (I  bet  Gus  helps  her)  and  bound  in  hand-made  paper  created 
by  Stephen  Watson  in  Albuquerque.  The  Blue  Corn  edition  (with  bits 
of  blue  corn  in  the  paper)  is  $35.00  plus  $3.00  shipping,  and  the 
Volcanic  Ash  edition  (with  volcanic  ash  from  Albuquerque 
volcanoes),  is  $100.00  plus  $3.00  shipping.  Blue  Corn  is  limited 
to  750  copies  and  Volcanic  Ash  is  limited  to  250  copies.  Both 
versions  are  numbered  and  signed  by  the  author  and  make  grand 
gifts.  Flood  Plain  Press  is  owned  by  Silko.  Grade  for  both:  A+. 

TALES  FROM  THE  DENA:  INDIAN  STORIES  FROM  THE  TANANA,  KOYUKUK,  AND 
YUKON  RIVERS,  edited  by  Frederica  de  Laguna,  illustrated  by  Dale 
DeArmond.  University  of  Washington  Press,  P.O.  Box  50096,  Seattle, 
WA  98145-5096,  (800)  441-4115,  (206)  543-3932  FAX.  Illustrated, 
index,  commentary,  list  of  sources,  maps.  372  pp.,  $29.95  cloth. 
0-295-97429-X 

The  forty-one  stories  in  this  volume  were  collected  by  de  Laguna 
from  Alaska's  Yukon  Valley  in  1935  as  part  of  a small 
archaeological  reconnaissance.  Meant  to  entertain  as  well  as 
instruct,  the  stories,  many  of  a time  long-ago  when  animals  and 
humans  could  communicate  (and  occasionally  trade  shapes),  are 
accompanied  by  73  woodcuts  by  DeArmond,  as  well  as  (a  bit  too  much) 
commentary  on  their  cultural  and  religious  use  by  Alaska  Natives. 
Grade:  A- . 

THE  GIFT  OF  THE  SACRED  PIPE,  edited  and  illustrated  by  Vera  Louise 
Drysdale.  University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  1005  Asp  Ave.,  Norman,  OK 
73019,  (800)  627-7377,  (405)  325-5000  FAX.  Illustrated,  index. 

118  pp.,  $29.95  paper.  0-8061-2311-7 

Based  on  the  seven  rites  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  as  related  by  Black 
Elk,  Drysdale  has  added  luminous  and  inspiring  illustrations  (8 
color  paintings  and  28  charcoal  drawings),  that  add  an  extra 
dimension  to  the  story  of  White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  and  her  gift  of 
spiritual  power.  Grade:  A. 

PATHS  TO  CENTRAL  AMERICAN  PREHISTORY,  edited  by  Frederick  W.  Lange. 
University  Press  of  Colorado,  Box  849,  Niwot,  CO  80544,  (303)  530- 
5337,  FAX:  (303)  530-5306.  Illustrated,  index,  references,  notes, 
maps.  399  pp.,  $45.00  cloth.  0-87081-402-8 


These  are  the  collected  papers  of  the  conference  "Paths  Through 
Central  American  Prehistory/'  which  Lange  and  Doris  Z.  Stone 
organized  in  1991,  exploring  topics  such  as  ceramic  varieties, 
stemmed  and  notched  points,  investigations  of  the  Tivives  mangrove 
and  Lake  Managua  regions,  and  isotopes  of  human  bones.  The  volume 
contributes  needed  information  on  areas  in  which  even  rudimentary 
information  is  lacking.  Grade:  B+. 

BEYOND  THE  FOUR  CORNERS  OF  THE  WORLD:  A NAVAJO  WOMAN'S  JOURNEY  by 
Emily  Benedek.  Alfred  A.  Knopf,  201  E.  50th  St.,  N.Y.,  NY  10022, 
(800)  638-6460,  FAX:  (212)  572-2593.  Illustrated,  notes,  two 
appendices.  363  pp.,  $25.00  cloth.  0-679-42143-2 

Benedek  relates  the  story  of  Ella  Bedonie,  who  was  adopted  into  a 
Mormon  family  as  a child  but  returned  to  the  Navajo  way  of  life  to 
live  with  her  extended  family  after  she  grew  up.  While  the  book  is 
a well-written  portrayal  of  a strong  young  woman  caught  between 
cultures  (when  she  discovers  that  she  has  breast  cancer,  Ella 
undergoes  chemotherapy  as  well  as  traditional  Navajo  healing 
ceremonies),  the  author  goes  over  much  of  the  same  ground  as  that 
of  her  previous  book:  "The  Wind  Won't  Know  Me:  A History  of  the 
Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute."  Grade:  B. 

THE  SPIRAL  OF  MEMORY:  INTERVIEWS  by  Doy  Harjo,  edited  by  Laura 
Coltelli.  University  of  Michigan  Press,  839  Greene  Street,  Ann 
Arbor,  MI  48106-1104,  (313)  764-4388,  FAX:  (313)  936-0456.  On  the 
WWW  the  University  of  Michigan  Press  home  page  is  at 
http://www.press.umich.edu,  and  their  e-mail  address  for  orders  is 
etrager@umich.edu.  142  pp.,  $39.50  cloth  (0-472-09581-1),  $13.95 
paper  (0-472-06581-5). 

This  volume  in  the  acclaimed  "Poets  On  Poetry"  series  contains 
eleven  interviews  of  Harjo  by  Joseph  Bruchac,  Bill  Moyers,  Helen 
Jaskoski,  Carol  H.  Grimes,  Donelle  R.  Ruwe,  and  others,  examining 
such  themes  as  the  oral  tradition,  writing  as  a means  of  survival, 
the  healing  capacity  of  language,  the  multiple  messages  of  Harjo' s 
much-praised  poem,  "She  Had  Some  Horses,"  and  the  constant  claiming 
of  self.  Coltelli' s editing  makes  Harjo' s distinct  experiences  and 
perceptions  abundantly  clear.  Perfect  for  undergraduate  classes  in 
poetry  and  Native  American  literature.  Grade:  A- . 

HISTORIC  CONTACT:  INDIAN  PEOPLE  AND  COLONISTS  IN  TODAY'S 
NORTHEASTERN  UNITED  STATES  IN  THE  SIXTEENTH  THROUGH  EIGHTEENTH 
CENTURIES  by  Robert  S.  Grumet.  University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  1005 
Asp  Ave.,  Norman,  OK  73019,  (800)  627-7377,  (405)  325-5000  FAX. 
Illustrated,  index,  bibliography,  maps.  544  pp.,  $47.50  cloth. 
0-8061-2700-7 

Part  of  a National  Historic  Landmark  Theme  Study  on  historic 
contact,  "Historic  Contact"  concentrates  on  thirty-four  subregions 
called  "Indian  Countries,"  focusing  on  sites  of  intercultural 
contact.  The  result  is  an  authoritative  reference  that  will  guide 
archaeological  preservation  efforts  in  the  years  to  come.  Grade:  A. 

PRAYER  TO  THE  GREAT  MYSTERY:  THE  UNCOLLECTED  WRITINGS  AND  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY OF  EDWARD  S.  CURTIS,  edited  by  Gerald  Hausman  and  Bob  Kapoun. 

St.  Martin's  Press,  175  Fifth  Ave,  N.Y.,  NY  10010,  (800)  221-7945, 
FAX:  (212)  420-9314.  Illustrated,  index,  selected  bibliography, 
notes,  maps,  two  appendices,  chronology.  258  pp.,  $27.50  cloth. 
0-312-13591-2 

Published  to  coincide  with  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  launch  of 
Curtis's  photographic  career,  Kapoun  and  Hausman  have  extracted 
photographs  and  text  (primarily  myths  and  stories)  from  his  rare 
20-volume  "The  North  American  Indian,"  along  with  many  other 
photographs  (from  the  Library  of  Congress)  never  before  published. 
This  is  an  exceptional  and  elegant  offering.  Grade:  A. 


TRADING  POST  GUIDEBOOK:  WHERE  TO  FIND  THE  TRADING  POSTS,  GALLERIES, 


AUCTIONS,  ARTISTS,  AND  MUSEUMS  OF  THE  FOUR  CORNERS  REGION  by 
Patrick  Eddington  and  Susan  Makov.  Northland  Publishing,  P.O.  Box 
1389,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86002-1389,  (800)  346-3257,  (800)  257-9082  FAX. 
Northland  also  has  a line  of  southwestern  design  T-shirts  and  other 
gifts.  Illustrated  (260  total,  115  in  color),  index,  references, 
glossary,  maps.  264  pp.,  $17.95  cloth.  0-87358-612-3 

Modern  and  archival  photographs  decorate  this  celebration  of  one  of 
the  few  positive  effects  of  railroads  on  Native  Americans. 

Eddington  and  Makov  provide  a rich  mixture  of  information,  not  just 
about  where  to  find  Indian  arts  and  crafts  (both  on  and  off  the 
reservation),  but  also  lists  of  specialties,  background  information 
on  the  artists,  and  proper  etiquette,  though  there  is  no  mention  of 
where  to  get  the  magnificent  pottery  of  Dextra  Nampeyo.  Required 
reading  for  collectors  and  anyone  traveling  to  the  Southwest. 

Grade:  A- . 

IN  SEARCH  OF  THE  OLD  ONES:  EXPLORING  THE  ANASAZI  WORLD  OF  THE 
SOUTHWEST  by  David  Roberts.  Simon  and  Schuster,  1230  Avenue  of  the 
Americas,  N.Y.,  NY  10020,  (800)  223-2336,  FAX:  (212)  698-7007. 
Illustrated,  index,  selected  bibliography,  chronology,  glossary, 
map.  271  pp.,  $24.00  cloth.  0-684-81078-6 

Roberts  furnishes  a historical  guide  to  the  Anasazi  cliff  dwellings 
and  ruins  in  the  southwestern  United  States  and  speculates  on  why 
the  ancient  people  apparently  fled  the  area,  leaving  many  sites  in 
pristine  condition,  leaning  toward  the  spread  of  the  Pueblo 
Katchina  faith,  into  which  the  Anasazi  may  have  been  integrated. 

Also  investigated  is  the  ethics  of  taking  artifacts,  and  Roberts 
walks  the  tightrope  between  archaeologists  advocating  removal  and 
those  in  favor  of  creating  outdoor  museums.  I say  "Leave  'Em 
There!"  An  enthusiastic  and  adventure-filled  presentation,  perfect 
for  preparing  a trip  to  the  region;  definitely  not  a substitute. 
Grade:  B+. 

THE  RETURN  OF  CULTURAL  TREASURES,  SECOND  EDITION,  by  Heannette 
Greenfield.  Cambridge  University  Press,  40  W.  20th  St.,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10011-4211,  (800)  872-7423,  FAX:  (212)  691-3239.  Illustrated, 
index,  select  bibliography,  notes,  maps.  373  pp.,  $80.00  cloth  (0- 
521-47170-2),  $29.95  paper  (0-521-47746-8). 

"It  is  not  seemly  nor  of  good  report 
That  thieves  at  home  must  hang,  but  he  that  puts 
Into  his  overgorged  and  bloated  purse 
The  wealth  of  Indian  nations,  escapes" 

--  William  Cowper 

Around  the  world,  the  looting  of  cultural  treasures  continues,  but 
in  this  second  edition  of  the  1989  original  investigation  of 
repatriation  efforts,  Greenfield  sees  a renewed  reappraisal  of  the 
rights  of  indigenous  peoples.  Of  interest  to  those  in  the  U.S.  are 
the  reburial  of  Indian  remains  in  18  states,  the  return  of 
artifacts  to  tribes  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  the  Passage 
of  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  of 
1990  (NAGPRA;  the  Smithsonian  and  funerary  artifacts  are  exempt 
from  this  law).  Though  she  sees  a clear  trend  in  cultural  return, 
Greenfield,  an  anthropologist,  unsuccessfully  tries  to  produce 
balance  in  a lopsided  controversy  driven  by  greed  and  oppression. 
Grade:  B. 

THE  WIND  IS  MY  MOTHER:  THE  LIFE  AND  TEACHINGS  OF  A NATIVE  AMERICAN 
SHAMAN  by  Bear  Heart  with  Molly  Larkin.  Clarkson  Potter  Publish- 
ers, 201  E.  50th  St.,  N.Y. , NY  10022,  (800)  638-6460,  (212) 

572-2593  FAX.  272  pp.,  $24.00  cloth.  0-517-70283-5 

Bear  Heart  Williams,  a Muskogee  Creek,  relates  the  ceremonies  that 
made  him  a shaman  and  dispenses  grandfatherly  advice  on  living  a 
life  of  prosperity.  The  legends  he  tells  are  age-old  and  his 
defense  of  the  Native  American  Church  is  commendable,  but  he 
crosses  the  line  into  questionable  territory  when  providing 


confidential  information  on  the  Sacred  Pipe  Ceremony,  and  others, 
that  I don't  believe  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  uninitiated. 
Grade:  B-. 

ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  WOLF  AND  THE  FIRST  PEOPLES,  essays  by  Joseph 
Marshall  III.  Red  Crane  Books,  2008  Rosina  St.,  Suite  B,  Santa  Fe, 
NM  87505,  (800)  922-3392,  (505)  989-7476  FAX.  253  pp.,  $13.95 
paper.  1-878610-45-7 

Marshall's  eleven  essays  explore  Native  American  history  and 
culture,  provide  meaningful  commentary  on  contemporary  issues,  and 
search  for  the  hidden  purposes  of  everyday  events.  Whether 
starring  in  a movie  (becoming  a member  of  the  cinema  tribe), 
explaining  why  not  all  Indians  dance,  or  providing  a personal 
interpretation  of  history,  Marshall's  words  accommodate  many  levels 
of  meaning  and  should  be  read  with  care.  This  is  Marshall's  first 
book  of  nonfiction,  he  has  also  written  "Winter  of  the  Holy  Iron." 
Grade:  A. 

ON  SECOND  THOUGHT:  A COMPILATION  by  Maurice  Kenny.  University  of 
Oklahoma  Press,  1005  Asp  Ave.,  Norman,  OK  73019,  (800)  627-7377, 
(405)  325-5000  FAX.  283  pp.,  $24.95  cloth.  0-8061-2766-X 

With  a short  autobiography  as  an  introduction,  this  collection  of 
poetry,  essays,  criticism,  and  short  fiction  (most  are  excerpted 
from  previous  works)  is  Kenny  at  his  best  - a gleaming  reflection 
that  spans  physical  and  psychological  expanses  from  the  canyons  of 
Navajoland  to  the  canyons  of  New  York  City.  Highly  recommended  for 
classes  in  Native  American  literature.  Grade:  A. 

Short  Mentions: 

BUFFALO  WOMAN  by  Dorothy  M.  Johnson.  University  of  Nebraska 
Press/Bison  Books,  901  N.  17th  St.,  Lincoln,  NE  68588-0520,  (800) 
755-1105,  FAX:  (402)  472-6214.  The  University  of  Nebraska  Press 
WWW  home  page  is  at  http://www.unl.edu/up/home.htm,  and  their 
email  address  is  press@unlinfo.unl.edu.  254  pp.,  $10.00  paper.  0- 
8032-7583-8.  A fact-based  story  of  strength  and  tragedy  as  a young 
Oglala  Sioux  woman  struggles  to  survive  during  the  Indian  wars  of 
the  mid-1800s.  Originally  published  in  1977.  Grade:  B+. 

CADDO  INDIANS:  WHERE  WE  COME  FROM  by  Cecile  Elkins  Carter. 
University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  1005  Asp  Ave.,  Norman,  OK  73019, 

(800)  627-7377,  (405)  325-5000  FAX.  Illustrated,  index,  bibliogra- 
phy, notes,  maps.  432  pp.,  $38.95  cloth.  0-8061-2747-3.  A 
history  of  the  Caddo  Indians  (of  the  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas, 
and  Oklahoma  area),  based  on  oral  and  written  histories  and 
anthropological  studies.  Grade:  A- . 

TALES  OF  THE  BARK  LODGES  by  Bertrand  N.  0.  Walker  (Hen-Toh). 
University  Press  of  Mississippi,  3825  Ridgewood  Road,  Jackson,  MI 
39211-6492,  (601)  982-6205,  FAX:  (601)  982-6217.  Illustrated.  160 
pp.,  $35.00  cloth  (0-87805-794-3),  $14.95  paper  (0-87805-795-1). 

A reprint  of  twelve  Wyandot  animal  stories,  originally  published  in 
1919.  Written  in  a regional  dialect  and  perfect  for  reading  aloud. 
Grade:  A- . 

CORTES  AND  THE  DOWNFALL  OF  THE  AZTEC  EMPIRE  by  John  Manchip  White. 
Carrol  and  Graf,  260  Fifth  Avenue,  N.Y.,  NY  10001  (212)  889-8772, 
FAX:  (212)  545-7909.  Illustrated,  index,  bibliography,  maps.  352 
pp.,  $12.95  paper.  0-7867-0271-0.  White's  chronicle  of  Cortes's 
decimation  of  the  Aztec  culture  in  the  16th  century.  A reprint  of 
the  1971  edition  with  no  new  material.  Of  minor  importance. 

Grade:  B. 

WARRIORS:  WARFARE  AND  THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  by  Norman 
Bancroft-Hunt . Salamander/Random  House  Publishing,  201  E.  50th 
St.,  N.Y.,  NY  10022,  (800)  638-6460,  (212)  572-2593  FAX. 
Illustrated,  index,  bibliography,  references,  pp.,  $17.00  cloth. 
0-679-871  A detailed  analysis  of  Indian  warfare  (both  pre-and 
post-contact)  accompanied  by  George  Catlin's  paintings  and  many 
photographs  of  costumes  and  weapons.  Recommended  for  both  homes 


and  libraries.  Grade:  A- . 

ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  ANCIENT  MESOAMERICA  by  Margaret  Bunson  and  Stephen 
M.  Bunson.  Facts  on  File,  Inc.,  460  Park  Avenue  South,  N.Y.,  NY 
10016,  (800)  322-8755,  FAX:  (212)  213-4578.  Illustrated,  index, 
bibliography,  chronology,  glossary.  336  pp.,  $40.00  cloth.  0- 
8160-2402-2.  An  A to  Z guide  to  the  general  area  of  Mexico  and 
Central  America  from  11,000  B.C.  through  the  Spanish  Conquest. 
Recommended  for  libraries,  but  only  in  conjunction  with  an  atlas, 
as  this  volume  has  no  maps.  Grade:  B. 

"RE : Flelp  Big  Brothers/Sisters  of  Tucson"  


Date:  22  May  1996  22:07:49  GMT 
From:  begay@u . arizona . edu  (B3) 

Sub j : Help  Big  Brothers/Big  Sisters  of  Tucson.... 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Ya'at'eeh  (hello). 

My  name  is  Bernard  Begay  (Navajo),  I live  in  Tucson,  Arizona  and  would 
like  to  ask  you  to  help  me  raise  money  for  Big  Brothers  Big  Sisters  of 
Tucson.  I am  participating  in  a Fund  Raising  Event  for  this  Organization 
which  provides  children  in  Tucson  with  Big  Brothers,  Big  Sisters  or 
Positive  Mentors.  Right  now  there  is  only  a small  percentage  of  Native 
Americans  involved  with  Big  Brothers/Sisters  either  as  Big  Brothers  or 
Sisters  or  even  as  the  child  in  need.  My  goal  is  not  only  to  help  the 
Native  American  children  but  all  children  involved  with  this 
organization.  Please  read  the  following. 

From  Flyer/Sponsor  Sheet  *********** 

On  Tuesday,  Dune  4,  1996,  I and  forty  other  golfers  plan  to  chase,  hack, 
chip,  putt,  and  beat  hundreds  of  little  balls  from  dawn  to  dusk.  I want 
you  to  join  me  as  a sponsor  of  this  endeavor.  Let's  put  the  magic  of  a 
"Big  Brother  or  Sister"  in  childrens  lives! 

Let's  make  certain  that  every  child  who  needs  the  love,  guidance  and 
support  of  a "Big  Brother  or  Sister"  get  one!  Hundreds  of  children 
already  wait  on  a list!  Help  me  reach  my  goal  of  raising  $2,500.  We  can 
make  a difference  one  child  at  a time. 

P.S.  If  you  choose  to  sponsor  me  in  this  cause,  and  I survive,  I will  let 
you  know  how  many  holes  I played  and  the  amount  of  your  sponsorship.  If  I 
don't  survive,  you  will  not  be  held  personally  responsible. 

Sponsorship  amounts:  $5/hole 

$2/hole 
$l/hole 
$. 50/hole 
$. 25/hole 
$ /hole 

$ Special  Gift 

END  ********** 


If  you  would  like  to  sponsor  me  and  help  raise  money  for  the  Big  Brothers 
Big  Sisters  of  Tucson  then  please  fill  out  below  and  e-mail  it  back  to  me 
before  Dune  3,  1996 


Detach  Here  — 

YES!  I agree  to  sponsor  Bernard  Begay  (520-621-8681,  begay@u. arizona.edu) 
in  the  Big  Brothers  Big  Sisters  of  Tucson  Golf-A-Thon. 


Title  (Mr . /Mrs . /etc . ) First 


Organization/Company  Name 


Street  Address 


Last 


/ \ 

| [_]  $5/hole  | 

I I 

| [_]  $2/hole  | 

I I 

| [_]  $l/hole  | 

I I 

| [_]  $. 50/hole  j 

! I 

| [_]  $. 25/hole  | 


City 


State 


Zip 


| [_]  $ Per  Hole 


[_]  $ Special  Gift 


Area  Code  Phone  Number 


\- 


Please  make  checks  payable  to:  Big  Brothers  Big  Sisters  of  Tucson 

(All  contributions  will  be  tax  deductible) 
Please  help!  A'go'naat  (Goodbye) 

Thanks, 

Bernard 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

+ Bernard  B.  Begay  (Sr.  Systems  Analyst) 

University  of  Arizona  * 


+ + + 

* 


+ 

++ 


+ CCIT-User  Support 
+ 1077  N.  Highland 
+ P.0.  Box  210073 
+ Tucson,  AZ  85721-0073  * 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 


FAX: 


+ + + 


+ + + + + + + + + 
(520)  621-8681 
(520)  621-8668  + 

* UA_COSY : BEGAY  + 

AppleLink:  BEGAY1  + 
Internet:  begay@u. arizona.edu  + 
URL:  http://www.arizona.edu  + 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 


- "RE:  Poems:  Heyoka"  

Date:  Wed  Mar  20  20:56:27  1996 

From:  Lightbear@aol . com( Lightbear/Christiana  V.L.  Christie) 
Sub  j : Heyoka 

UUCP  email 


HEYOKA 

I see  the  light  within  the  darkness. 

I feel  the  joy  within  the  pain. 

The  seed  for  courage  lies  in  fear. 

Freedom  comes  from  knowing  chains. 

Chorus : 

Heyoka,  teach  us  your  wisdom. 

Teach  us  to  See  and  laugh. 

Heyoka,  teach  us  your  wisdom. 

Teach  us  to  See  and  laugh. 

The  truth  is  known  by  hearing  lies. 

In  blindness  lies  a vision. 

Laughter  lurks  in  deepest  grief. 

Anger  is  full  of  love's  revision. 

Chorus 

The  sacred  lingers  in  the  mortal. 

Birth  resounds  through  every  death. 

Heyoka,  your  laughter  heals  me. 

You  restore  my  very  breath. 

Heyoka,  teach  us  your  wisdom. 

Teach  us  to  See  and  laugh. 

Heyoka,  teach  us  your  wisdom. 

Teach  us  to  See  and  laugh. 

Lightbear/Christiana  V.L.  Christie 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  — 

Date:  96/05/22  00:29 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 
Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 


genie  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  2-8 


IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

2 

Summer  rain  is  illuminated  by  the  beauty  of  a rainbow. 

3 

Time  is  little  more  than  a kiss  of  wind  upon  the  land. 

4 

The  lullabies  of  night  creatures  sing  me  to  my  dreams. 

5 

To  the  youthful  heart,  the  whole  world  is  filled  with  wonder. 

6 

The  fragrance  of  summer  blossoms  pervades  my  dreams. 

7 

Waste  nothing  --  use  every  gift  the  land  gives  you. 

8 

Swim  with  the  dolphins,  and  learn  the  magic  of  their  world. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  30  May  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

From:  David  Yarrow  <dyarrow@igc.apc.org> 

Sub j : WORLD  PEACE  and  PRAYER  DAY 
Newsgroup: indig. info. igc .ape 

close  the  circle  ~*mend  the  grid  ~*weave  the  web 
Healing  Circles  of  Life 
SPECIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT 

On  Aug.  20,  1994  a white  buffalo  calf  was  born  --  an  astonishing  and 
singular  genetic  event  in  the  history  of  a native  species  (American 
Bison)  that  was  nearly  hunted  to  extinction  the  previous  century.  The 
white  buffalo  calf  was  named  "Miracle." 

For  Native  Americans,  this  birth  is  a sign  from  Spirit  fulfilling 
ancient  prophecy.  In  legend  it  was  White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  who  brought 
the  Sacred  Pipe  and  Path  of  Peace  to  Lakota  (Sioux)  peoples.  Birth  of 
the  white  buffalo  calf  indicates  events  on  Earth  have  entered  an  era  of 
rapid  change  and  transformation . For  one,  the  birth  portends  return  of 
of  American  Bison.  Read  the  words  of  Lakota  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse: 

Global  Healing 
WORLD  PEACE  and  PRAYER  DAY 
Dune  21st,  1996 

I,  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  White  Buffalo 
Calf  Sacred  Pipe  for  the  Lakota-Dakota-Nakota  Nation,  ask  all  Nations 
and  Faiths  on  Mother  Earth  to  declare  Dune  21st,  1996 

WORLD  PEACE  and  PRAYER  DAY 

According  to  spiritual  leaders  and  Elders  who  gathered  at  the  United 
Nations  --  and  again  at  Six  Nations,  Canada  --  "signs"  of  Indigenous 
people's  prophesies  have  shown  themselves  to  tell  us  it's  time  to  mend 
the  Sacred  Hoop:  global  healing  by  work  for  world  peace  and  harmony. 

Birth  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  lets  us  know  we're  at  a crossroads  -- 
either  return  to  balance  or  face  global  disaster.  It  is  our  duty  to 
return  back  to  sacred  places  and  pray  for  world  peace.  If  we  do  not 


do  this,  our  children  will  suffer. 

Before  White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  brought  the  Sacred  Pipe  to  our 
ancestors,  a Seer  was  traveling  in  the  Sacred  Black  Hills  of  Wyoming  -- 
Pa  Ha  Sapa,  "heart  of  everything  that  is."  At  Grey  Horn  Butte  (known 
as  Devil's  Tower),  the  Seer  came  on  a large  tipi.  Inside  he  saw  the 
Sacred  Pipe  in  the  North  and  Sacred  Bow  and  Arrow  Bundle  in  the  South. 

According  to  Star  Knowledge,  six  stars  designate  six  sacred  sites  in 
the  Black  Hills.  These  are  sacred  places  to  pray.  We  are  told  there 
is  a sacred  site  every  hundred  miles  around  Mother  Earth.  We  ask  all 
people  to  return  to  these  places  and  pray  from  their  hearts  with  us. 

It  was  decided  according  to  Star  Knowledge  Dune  21st  is  the  time  to 
pray.  Indigenous  people  of  Turtle  Island  will  begin  their  spiritual 
journey  on  horseback  from  Wahpeton,  Saskatchewan,  Canada  to  Grey  Horn 
Butte.  There,  indigenous  peoples  will  pray  with  the  Sacred  Bundle 
Keepers  to  begin  restoration  of  peace  and  balance. 

We  ask  all  Peoples  to  organize  their  ceremonies  at  their  sacred  sites 
in  the  manner  they  pray  so  they  will  pray  at  their  sacred  centers  at 
the  same  time  as  we  at  ours.  The  ceremony  begins  at  10  a.m.  South 
Dakota  (Mountain)  time. 

So  far,  we've  spoken  to  leaders  around  the  world  and  each  has 
committed  to  support  lune  21st,  1996.  We  ask  all  peoples  of  all 
nations  and  faiths  to  respond  and  support  our  efforts  for  world  peace 
and  harmony  -- 

--  our  circle  of  life  where  there  is  no  ending  and  no  beginning  -- 
May  peace  be  with  you  all 
Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse 

19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe 
For  more  information,  or  make  donations: 

USA:  Elizabeth  Stinson  707-829-3443 

4760  Paulson  Lane,  Sebastopol  CA  95472 

CANADA:  Bonnie  Freeman  905-525-9140  ext  27426 

McMaster  Univ.  Indigenous  Studies,  Hamilton,  Ontario. 

Michele  Lord  <mosa(3netcom.com>;  David  Yarrow  <dyarrow@igc . ape . org> 
BIRTH  OF  THE  WHITE  BUFFALO  CALF 

David  & Valerie  Heider  live  south  of  lanesville,  Wisconsin  on  Rock 
River.  Saturday  morning,  Aug.  20,  1994  one  of  their  buffalos  calved  a 
female.  David's  first  concern  was  the  calf's  health.  He's  seen  many 
still-born  calves  and  calves  that  live  only  hours  or  days.  On 
occasion  he  lost  both  calf  and  mother. 

"When  the  calf  stood,  I froze,"  said  farmer  Heider.  It  had  a pale, 
nearly  white,  coat.  The  pale  coat  wasn't  a great  concern.  The 
Heiders  were  aware  a white  coat  is  rare  in  buffalo,  but  weren't  aware 
many  believe  the  strain  had  completely  died  out. 

Nor  were  they  aware  the  significance  a white  buffalo  has  for  Indian 
peoples.  They  became  aware  when  news  of  the  white  calf  attracted 
attention  of  both  media  and  Native  Americans.  A tree  decked  with 
prayer  ties,  medicine  wheels,  sage  & sweetgrass  is  silent  witness  that 
many  Indian  people  come  to  pay  respects..  Phone  calls  from  NY  to 
Florida  show  great  interest  in  the  calf. 

American  Bison  Federation  wants  blood  samples  to  test  if  the  calf  is 
true  buffalo  or  a cross  with  cattle.  Heider  dismissed  the  tests; 
although  he  owns  Longhorn  and  African  cattle,  the  only  bull  on  his 
land  the  past  five  years  is  Marvin,  the  bull  buffalo  that  sired  the 
white  calf.  Ironically,  Heider  almost  sold  Marvin  last  year. 

The  newborn  is  a first  rare  albino  buffalo  in  50  years.  Blood  tests 
can't  detect  genetic  traits  that  create  albinos,  so  Heider  must  wait 
until  the  calf  sheds  its  first  coat  in  three  months  to  be  sure.  When 
buffalo  covered  the  Great  Plains,  odds  of  an  albino  were  1 in  10 
million.  Experts  thought  the  albinism  gene  was  lost  when  buffalo  were 
hunted  to  near-extinction  in  the  late  1800s. 

Genetic  testing  isn't  needed  to  determine  if  the  calf  is  albino.  She 
is  clearly  not  albino  since  she  lacks  red  eyes  and  pink  skin  of  an 
albino.  Her  eyes  are  clearly  the  dark  brown  of  buffalo. 

Mr.  Heider  said  they  have  had  numerous  offers  to  buy  the  calf.  They 
aren't  comfortable  with  her  commercial  exploitation  and  rule  out 


selling  her  to  a zoo,  circus  or  similar  commercial  enterprise.  They'd 
sell  her  to  Native  Americans. 

The  Heiders  don't  plan  to  keep  her  white  shoulder  coat  when  she  sheds 
her  birth  coat  this  fall.  They  can't  handle  large  numbers  of 
visitors;  their  narrow,  winding  road  isn't  safe  to  handle  a lot  of 
traffic,  a shortage  of  parking  space,  et  cetera.  Milwaukee  Intertribal 
Council  volunteered  round  the  clock  security  of  the  calf. 

"When  we  walk  upon  Mother  Earth,  we  always  plant  our  feet  carefully 
because  we  know  the  faces  of  our  future  generations 
are  looking  up  at  us  from  beneath  the  ground. 

We  never  forget  them." 

Oren  Lyons,  Faithkeeper,  Onondaga  Nation 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Lightbear/Christiana  V.L.  Christie,  Danet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders, 
Ishgooda  via  Glenn  Welker,  Woody  Turner,  Don  Norstog,  Ralph  Ianuzzi 
William  D.  Whatley  with  addendum  by  Alan  Mandell,  Bernard  B.  Begay, 
Cecilia  Rodriguez,  Steve  Brock,  Feather  Eaglerock,  Paul  Moss,  Will  Frye, 
Elizabeth  Hill  via  Glenn  Welker,  Sask.  Indian  Cultural  Centre(Release) , 
David  Goyette,  Thad  Cunejo,  Gary  Trujillo,  Brooke  Craig,  Doe  Campagna 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  30  May  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

From:  duran@cats.ucsc.edu  (Michael  Samuel  Duran) 

Sub j : Honoring  of  the  Elders  Gathering  (1-2  Dune,  Santa  Clara,  Calif.) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

11th  Annual  Honoring  of  the  Elders  Gathering 

May  31,  Dune  1 and  2,  1996 

Friday  7pm-llpm,  Saturday  10am-llpm.  Grand  entry:12  noon, 

Sunday  10am-6pm,  Grand  entry:  11am 

Mount  Madonna,  Santa  Clara  County  Park 

California  dancers,  drummers,  Indian  food,  arts  and  crafts, 
drawing  prizes 

All  Drums  and  Dancers  Welcome 
Camping  and  parking  available 
Absolutely  No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 
For  more  information:  (408)  659-5812 


From:  nelson@urvax.urich.edu 

Sub j : call  for  papers  (American  Indian  Literatures  and  Cultures,  3/97) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I've  been  asked  to  post  this  call  for  papers  by  Elizabeth  Nelson  (no 
relation  : -}  ).  Please  reply  directly  to  her:  nelson@cs.fredonia.edu 

CALL  FOR  PAPERS 


Popular  Culture  Association 
Twenty-Seventh  Annual  Meeting 
and 

American  Culture  Association 
Nineteenth  Annual  Meeting 
March  26-29,  1997 
Marriott  Rivercenter  Hotel 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
AMERICAN  INDIAN 
LITERATURES  AND  CULTURES 

We  invite  individual  submissions  focusing  on  such  issues  as: 
Storytelling  and  the  Oral  Tradition 
Political /Religious/ Economic  Issues 
Poetry/Fiction/Autobiography 
Teaching  American  Indian/First  Nations  Literatures 
Historical  Contact  Issues 

We  especially  invite  the  participation  of  American  Indian 
and  First  Nations  scholars  and  writers. 

Send  200-250  word  abstracts  by  September  1,  1996  to: 
Elizabeth  Hoffman  Nelson 
P.0.  Box  477  Brocton,  NY  14716-0477 
(716)792-9405  e-mail:  nelson@cs.fredonia.edu 


From:  gwildl9@idt.vivid.net  (GailWild) 

Sub j : Labor  Day  weekend  pow  wow  (Rome,  Georgia) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ Gail  has  decided  to  cancel  the  account  she  was  using  for  electronic 
mail  and  to  post  this  announcement,  so  if  you  want  to  get  in  touch 
with  those  organizing  this  event,  please  use  one  of  the  phone  numbers 
given  at  the  end.  --Gary  ] 

Planning  Ahead...  Updates  on  the  7th  Annual  Running  Water  Pow  Wow  on  the 
Labor  Day  Weekend.  Rome,  Georgia. 

What  are  your  plans  AFTER  the  Olympics?  The  Native  American  Preservation 
Association  of  Georgia  is  having  our  Cherokee  Homecoming,  & Ripe  Corn 
Festival,  which  we've  named  the  Running  Water  Pow  Wow  because  it's  situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  Oostanaula  River.  This  year,  we've  added  a tee  pee 
competition ! 

We  are  proud  and  honored  to  have  Richard  D.  Bird  (Cherokee)  as  our  M.C. 
again  this  year.  (I  am  not  a officer  of  NAPA,  so  I couldn't  vote  for  the 
M.C.  but  I lobbied  hard  for  Mr.  Bird  to  be  offered  the  position.)  Mr. 
Bird's  presence  as  M.C.  greatly  enhances  the  quality  of  a pow  wow  for  the 
following  reason: 

He's  very  good  at  what  he  does  - he's  dependable,  and  he's  always 
there  when  you  need  him  --  you  don't  have  to  hunt  him  down. 

The  following  kewl  people  are  also  participating. . . 

Headlady  Dancer  is  Laretta  F.  Weaver  (Mowa  Choctaw/Cherokee) 

Host  Drum  is  Blue  Earth  (Cherokee) 

Southeast  Indian  Culture  is  lack  Boedeker  (Cherokee  descent) 

Color  Guard  is  the  Native  American  Warrior  Society 
Musical  Entertainment  is  provided  by  Sara  Bird. 

Headman  Dancer  is  to  be  announced. 

The  Arena  Director  and  Story  Teller  are  to  be  announced.  The  usual  guys 
are  coming,  but  they  want  to  dance  this  year,  so  we  may  have  to  get  new 
ones!  (That's  OK,  they  are  wonderful  dancers,  too) 

More  information: 

Frank  Blair  (706)  232-1714 
Virgil  Shepherd  (706)  777-1710 


From:  tsani@usit.net 

Sub j : planning  for  May  '98  Trail  of  Tears  gathering  near  Chattanooga,  TN 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


My  name  is  Tsani.  I a mix  of  Cherokee,  Lakota  and  Irish  bloods.  I am  a 
member  of  an  organization  who  call  themselves  the  Coalition  of  The  Original 
People  located  in  both  Tennessee  and  Georgia.  We  are  planning  a gathering 
at  a place  called  Ross  Landing  in  Chattanooga,  Tennessee  on  May  30,  1998. 
This  gathering  is  for  a number  of  reasons,  but,  the  most  important  of  them 
is  1,  to  pay  homage  and  honor  to  the  Trail  of  Tears  and  our  Grandparents  who 
sacrificed  their  lives  during  that  cruel  and  unnecessary  struggle  and  2,  to 
announce  that  we  as  the  original  people  of  this  land  are  gathering  to 
announce  we  have  a voice. 

The  area  we  will  gather  at  has  two  to  three  miles  of  land  in  which  to  set 
up  our  lodges.  Vendors  are  welcome  and  will  be  charged  only  $50  to  $75  for 
the  entire  week  and  this  money  will  be  divided  among  the  travelers  to  help 
them  get  home.  There  will  be  no  competition  dancing.  This  will  not  be  an 
exhibition  gathering,  only  a gathering  of  the  Nations  to  pay  our  respect  to 
the  Great  Spirit,  our  Ancestors  and  each  other. 

Any  help  or  questions  may  be  e-mailed  to  me  and  I ask  that  this  message  be 
passed  to  as  many  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  as  possible.  Please,  let's 
make  this  a success  and  gather.  Aho  Tsani 

"RE : Roots  of  Reservation  Corruption"  

Date:  Mon,  27  May  1996  14:25:40  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Roots  of  Reservation  Corruption 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

We  have  received  permission  from  Bill  Lawrence,  publisher  of  the  Native 
American  Press/Ojibwe  News,  and  reporters,  leff  Armstrong  of  Bemidji  and 
Gary  Blair  of  Blaine  to  post  articles  relating  to  the  leadership  crisis 
taking  place  in  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe. 

Excerpt  from  the  May  24,  1996  issue  of  Native  American  Press/Ojibwe  News 
article  by  Gary  Blair--"Corruption  has  deep  roots  in  White  Earth" 

Calls  to  the  PRESS  (re:  upcoming  MCT  elections  in  Dune)... one  caller  said 
they  received  an  absentee  ballot  for  a family  member  who  has  been  dead  for 
over  five  years.  Another  voter  reported  being  turned  down  for  a ballot 
because  they  were  testifying  for  the  prosecution. 

With  the  recent  federal  corruption  trial  on  the  Leech  Lake  reservation 
over  and  the  White  Earth  trial  underway,  voters  from  on  and  off  the 
different  reservations  are  being  asked  to  once  again  vote  for  their 
favorite  candidate.  If  a group  of  Leech  Lake  voters  who  gathered  at 
Powderhorn  Park  in  south  Minneapolis  on  Saturday  of  last  week  for  a 
candidates  forum  was  any  indication  of  the  troubles  still  facing  Chippewa 
country,  and  they  most  likely  were,  then  our  problems  are  far  from  being 
over. 

Not  one  of  the  many  candidates  who  spoke  at  the  event  addressed  the 
underlying  cause  of  the  corruption,  which  is  that  people  tolerate  it  as  a 
part  of  the  reservation  tradition.  The  problem  started  when  our 
grandparents  were  starved  into  submission  and  they  had  to  learn  how  to  get 
more  food  for  their  families.  Along  came  the  mostly  corrupt  government 
agents  who  controlled  the  food  sources.  If  you  were  a "good  Indian"  and 
did  what  you  were  told,  you  could  get  more  food.  Next  came  the  various 
government  programs  that  were  mostly  set-up  to  fail,  and  the  hope  of 
something  better  was  born. 

Later,  the  Indian  reorganization  Act  of  1934  was  supposed  to  offer 
change.  Instead,  its  designers  gave  us  no  enforceable  laws  to  hold  our 
elected  officials  accountable.  The  government  does  not  investigate  thefts 
of  $10,000  or  less  and,  anyway,  few  people  were  in  a position  to 
complain,  those  who  wanted  to  stay  in  power  simply  showed  favoritism  to 
their  relatives  and  friends  with  jobs  and  money  and  the  system  was  firmly 
in  place.  Our  traditional  leaders  became  a thing  of  the  past. 

Recently  came  Indian  gaming,  and  the  same  system  became  even  larger. 
Finally,  after  more  than  twenty  years  of  unaddressed  complaints,  some 
criminal  charges  were  brought.  It's  easy  to  see  that  those  who  were 


recently  indicted  did  not  believe  that  it  would  every  happen.  Now  the 
anger  that  we  all  feel  is  among  us,  what  are  we  going  to  do  next?.... 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Convicted  and  indicted  tribal  leaders  in  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  country 
continue  to  appeal  their  convictions  and  indictments  and  justify  their 
actions  on  grounds  of  tribal  sovereignty. 

The  damage  being  done  to  the  credibility  of  tribal  sovereignty  will  be  have 
ramifications  throughout  Indian  country.  The  tribal  executive  committee  of 
the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe  has  still  not  censured  the  members  who  are 
under  indictment,  or  who  have  been  convicted  of  felonies  for  stealing  from 
their  own  people.  Acting  tribal  chair  at  Leech  Lake,  Myron  Ellis,  who  was 
convicted  for  conspiracy  and  served  three  months  in  federal  prison  in  the 
same  insurance  scam  as  convicted  leaders,  Alfred  Pemberton  (who  resigned 
and  is  running  for  election  again),  Dan  Brown,  and  state  senator  (former 
tribal  lawyer)  Harold  'Skip'  Finn,  is  running  for  re-election  as  third 
district  representative  (tribal  funds  were  used  to  pay  Mr.  Ellis'  federal 
fine  for  misappropriation  of  tribal  funds)  has  bragged  that  he  does  not 
need  to  campaign  on  the  reservation,  because  he  already  has  enough  votes  to 
win . 

Elders  on  both  the  Leech  Lake  and  the  White  Earth  Reservations  fear  that 
the  government  will  use  this  pervasive  corruption  as  grounds  for 
termination  of  all  tribal  rights.  State  governments  are  already  moving  in 
to  take  control  of  Indian  gaming. 

Please  protest  this  poisonous  leadership: 
fax  #s 

Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe  218-335-6562 
Leech  Lake  RTC  218-335-8309 
White  Earth  RTC  218-983-3641 

Mii  Gwetch, 

Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr. 

combat  veteran  and  Leech  Lake  enrollee 
Feather  Eaglerock,  Leech  Lake  Rez 

english  is  a foreign  language,  reclaim  the  language  of  your  people  and 
send  it  to  the  future  as  your  gift  to  your  grandchildren's  grandchildren . 
di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 

"RE:  Big  Mountain  Emergency"  

Date:  Mon,  27  May  1996  20:16:39  -0400 

From:  sfuwki@scfn. thpl.lib.fi. us  (David  Goyette) 

Sub j : Big  Mountain  Emergency 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ Another  report  of  the  following  situation  arrived  earlier  today  which 
alleged  that  the  FBI  was  also  involved  in  the  arrests.  It  also  gave  a 
phone  number  (which  I'll  pass  on  in  a note  attached  to  the  end  of  this 
article)  for  more  information.  I would  caution  that  we  are  getting  only 
one  side  of  what  is  likely  a complex  story  here.  Let  us  hope  that  more, 
and  more  complete,  information  that  takes  into  account  that  complexity 
later  becomes  available.  --Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us)  ] 

I received  the  following  info  and  responses  today  regarding  an  escalation 
of  actions  against  the  Dine'  Elders. 

May  25,  1996  Traditional  Dine'  Press  Release 
Contact:  (520)  289-4968 
(619)  358-7232 
For  Immediate  Release 
RED  Alert 

ARRESTS  AND  VIOLENCE  DISRUPT  NAVA30  (DINE')  GATHERING 

B.I.A.  Rangers  in  cooperation  with  the  Hopi  and  local  law  enforcement 
officials  have  blockaded  a gathering  of  Traditional  Dine'  and  their 


supporters  on  the  disputed  territories  of  the  Hopi  Partitioned  land.  Hopi 
Rangers  have  disrupted  a traditional  pipe  Ceremony  and  manhandled  several 
elders  from  the  area. 

The  residences  of  Louise  Benally  and  Ruth  Benally  in  the  Community  of  Big 
Mountain,  Arizona  and  the  surrounding  area  are  now  covered  with  scores  of 
law  enforcement  personnel.  Many  Navajo  Elders  are  now  resisting  arrest  as 
their  children  and  supporters  have  already  been  taken  into  custody  for 
attempting  to  attend  the  annual  spring  gathering. 

Violence  has  been  reported  by  several  area  residents  as  police  have  used 
batons  and  force  to  take  gathering  participants  into  custody.  Police  are 
now  preparing  to  use  tear  gas  at  the  site. 

The  situation  escalated  as  a group  of  Elder  women  prevented  the  arrest  of 
a Dine'  youth.  Police  then  attempted  to  arrest  the  Elders  who  sat  and 
clung  to  each  other  to  avoid  being  taken  into  custody.  Supporters  and 
family  members  continue  to  arrive  and  confront  the  Hopi  Rangers.  The 
Traditional  Elders  have  called  on  the  media  and  the  American  public  to  come 
and  witness  the  violence  and  the  occupation  of  their  ancestral  homelands. 

Please  Make  Inquires  and  register  complaints  with  the  Office: 

Senator  lohn  McCain  (602)  952-2410 
Washington  D.C.(202)  224-3121 
OR  Hopi  Chairman  Ferrell  Secakukie  (520)734-2441 


RESPONSE  ONE  OF  TWO 

From:  Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  President 

Canadian  Alliance  in  Support  of  Native  Peoples 

24  May,  1996 

To:  Chairman  Serrell  H.  Secakakie 

P.O.Box  123,  Kydotsmovi,  Arizona  86039  520-734-2441  Fax  520-734-2435 
Today  we  received  an  urgent  call  for  help  from  Navajo  Elders.  In  1986 
these  elders  have  been  guests  on  the  Mohawk  Territory  of  Kahnawake.  We 
have  a very  serious  concern  about  how  these  elders  are  being  treated. 
Arrests  are  being  made  of  the  defenders  of  Big  Mountain,  white  or 
non-Hopi  people  are  being  stopped  from  entering  or  crossing  Hopi 
Partition  Land,  and  much  needed  food  and  medical  supplies  are  being 
denied  to  the  people  of  Big  Mountain. 

+ Why  are  the  police  agencies  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

surrounding  Big  Mountain?  Could  this  be  the  implementation  of  the 
"final  relocation"? 

+ Why  is  the  BIA  not  letting  white  or  non-Hopi  people  enter  or  cross 
Hopi  Partition  Land?  Is  this  so  there  will  be  no  witness  to  the 
resistance? 

+ Why  are  the  people  at  Big  Mountain  being  denied  emergency  rations  of 
food,  life  sustaining  necessities  and  medical  supplies  in  violation 
of  international  covenants? 

+ Why  are  supporters  being  abused  for  trying  to  help  the  people  of  Big 
Mountain? 

Your  attention  to  our  request  for  information  is  urgent  and  necessary. 
Kahn-Tineta  Horn  President,  CASNP 
Bear  Clan,  Mohawk  Nation 


RESPONSE  2 OF  2 

From:  League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Western  Hemisphere 
lay  Mason,  Canadian  Coordinator 

Canada:  C/0  CASNP  P.0.  Box  574  Station  P 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5S  2T1 
(416)  972-1573  or  FAX  (416)  972-6232 

United  States:  C/0  Piscataway  Indian  Nation 
P.0.  Box  312 
Port  Tobacco,  MD  20677 

(301)  932-0808  To  Whom  It  May  Concern:  We  of  the 
American  Indian  Movement  in  Canada  have  been  following  the  situation  at 
Big  Mountain  closely.  We  have  brought  their  elders  to  Canada  to  visit  our 


communities,  we  have  supported  their  sundance,  and  we  have  made  trips  to 
take  them  needed  supplies. 

Therefore,  the  League  of  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations  strongly  opposes  BIA 
actions  in  the  arrests  and  detention  of  non-Hopis  attempting  to  support 
Dine'  elders.  The  denial  of  Basic  Human  needs  such  as  food  and  medical 
supplies  is  a gross  violation  of  Human  Rights.  We  are  notifying  all 
National  and  International  Human  Rights  Agencies. 

Please  inform  us  of  your  efforts  in  this  situation. 

In  the  Struggle, 
lay  E.  Mason 

David  Goyette 

First  Nations  Resource  Network,  Inc/Red  Sticks  Press 
813-821-6604  voice  sfuwki@scfn . thpl . lib . f 1 . us 
1:3603/390  90:3603/264 


Comments  from  NativeNet  listowner,  Gary  Trujillo  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us) : 
The  earlier  report  from  Thad  Cunejo  (thadc@laguna.epcc.edu)  said: 

| There  was  word  that  the  FBI  and  BIA  were  arresting  people  around  the 
| Big  Mountain,  AZ  area.  The  arrests  were  made  to  stop  the  sacred  pipe 
| ceremonies  being  held  during  the  spring  celebration.  They  say  the 
| arrests  were  made  also  in  relations  to  the  relocation  protests. 

I 

| Since  the  Sundance  in  Big  Mountain  is  coming  up  soon,  a few  people 
| think  the  government  forces  are  trying  to  dampen  the  celebration.  The 
| harassment  of  the  people  may  turn  some  people  away  from  the  area  of 
| the  Sundance,  it  is  thought. 

I 

| For  more  info,  please  contact  Annabelle  at  602-894-5227 
My  decision  to  hold  Thad's  report  was  due  to  there  being  little  detail  in 
it  regarding  what  is  actually  happening  and  a desire  to  avoid  spreading 
what  might  later  turn  out  to  be  unfounded  rumors.  The  arrival  of  the 
report  from  David  provides  that  detail  and  indicates  that  there  is  concern 
on  the  part  of  at  least  a couple  of  organizations  working  on  behalf  of 
Native  rights  in  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

Clearly  there  is  good  reason  for  concern  if  it  is  true  that  unnecessary 
violence  is  being  used  in  obtaining  arrests.  However,  we  may  want  to  keep 
in  mind  in  the  coming  days  as  more  detail  becomes  available  that  over  the 
course  of  the  past  several  years,  the  Dine'  resistors  have  done  a good  job 
of  presenting  their  side  of  the  story  of  the  relocation  issue  and  have 
portrayed  the  matter  as  being  one  of  government  and  coal  company  against 
both  the  Dine'  and  Hopi  peoples.  But  we  have  rarely,  if  ever,  heard  from 
the  Hopi  in  their  own  words  what  is  really  going  on  here.  I hope  that  in 
the  days  ahead  we  might  get  some  accounts  of  this  situation  from  a Hopi 
perspective . 

For  more  information  on  the  history  of  this  situation  (again,  mainly  from 
a Dine'  perspective  and  that  of  non-Native  people  working  in  support  of 
their  cause),  see  "http://bioc09.uthscsa.edu/natnet/nl/navajo-hopi.html" 

Let  us  hope  that  further  violence  will  be  averted  and  that  a peaceful 
settlement  can  be  reached. 

Gary 


"RE : 3im  Thunder,  Run  for  Freedom"  

Date:  Thu,  23  May  1996  17:51:05  -0600 

From:  sicc@sasknet . sk. ca  (Sask.  Indian  Cultural  Centre) 

Sub j : Dim  Thunder,  Run  for  Freedom 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

RUN  FOR  FREEDOM 

(Historical  background  and  future  plans) 

The  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  New  York  City  houses  a native 
artifact  that  has  its  origin  with  the  Plains  Cree  of  Western  Canada.  This 
artifact  is  a Sacred  Bundle  that  had  once  belonged  to  a famous  Indian  chief 


in  the  1800's.  His  name  was  Big  Bear. 

Big  Bear  was  a prophet  and  a patriot.  In  the  1860 's  he  became  a chief. 
Through  his  spiritual  and  political  leadership  he  became  one  of  the  head 
chiefs  of  the  Plains  Cree  Nation. 

Big  Bear  was  a great  patriot.  He  fought  for  freedom  and  justice  during  the 
difficult  and  turbulent  1870's  and  1880's. 

Big  Bear  died  in  1888.  He  was  buried  beside  the  Battle  River. 

However,  the  legacy  of  Big  Bear  does  not  end  in  1888. 

In  1979,  Chief  Big  Bear  appeared  in  a dream  to  a Cree  man  named  Dim 
Thunder.  In  the  dream.  Big  Bear  requested  Dim  to  bring  the  Sacred  Bundle 
back  to  its  homeland.  Through  dreams.  Big  Bear  appeared  to  Dim  again  in 
1981  and  1984. 

Each  dream  was  progressive.  The  first  dream  was  a request  . The  second 
dream  uncovered  the  past.  The  third  dream  revealed  the  future.  And  yet, 
all  three  dreams  spoke  of  the  Sacred  Bundle  and  of  its  association  with  the 
Plains  Cree  of  the  past  and  future. 

In  1984,  there  was  a prophecy  that  Big  Bear  would  appear  to  Dim  again  in  a 
fourth  dream.  That  prophecy  has  yet  to  be  fulfilled. 

Dim  began  to  do  historical  research  on  big  Bear.  He  also  consulted  with 
Plains  Cree  elders.  Some  of  the  fathers  and  grandfathers  of  these  elders 
had  been  followers  of  Chief  Big  Bear. 

The  consultation  with  the  elders  of  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta  uncovered  a 
series  of  old  prophecies  from  the  1980's,  1950's  and  1930's.  These 
prophecies  had  foretold  of  a man  would  have  dreams  of  the  Bundle  and  of  its 
return  to  its  homeland. 

In  1988,  one  hundred  years  after  the  death  of  Big  Bear,  Dim  made  a 2700 
mile  run  on  foot  from  Edmonton  to  New  York  City.  The  purpose  of  his  run  was 
to  request  the  return  of  Big  Bear's  Bundle  from  the  Museum  in  New  York. 

When  Dim  announced  at  a press  conference  that  Big  Bear  had  appeared  to  him 
in  a series  of  dreams,  there  was  criticism  from  some  native  people.  Some 
said  that  Dim  was  a phoney,  a publicity-seeker,  and  out  to  make  a lot  of 
money  from  the  public. 

Others  said  that  he  was  claiming  the  Bundle  for  himself  and  not  for  his 
people.  Potential  supporters  were  sometimes  told  that  Thunder  had  stopped 
running  and  others  said  that  he  was  denied  access  to  the  United  States. 

None  of  the  accusations  were  true. 

The  media,  however,  took  note  of  the  native's  criticism  and  turned  it  into 
a national  controversy  in  the  newspapers  and  television.  Dim,  on  the  other 
hand,  did  not  respond  to  the  criticism.  Not  one  time  did  he  ever  defend 
himself  or  set  the  record  straight.  The  elders  had  advised  him  not  to  react 
against  his  own  people. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  1971  Dim  himself  had  given  a prophecy 
that  he  had  a destiny  to  help  his  people,  but  that  some  of  them  would  turn 
against  him.  At  that  time  he  also  foretold  that  he  would  become  a 
controversial  figure.  He  gave  this  prophecy  eight  years  before  Big  Bear 
appeared  to  him  and  seventeen  years  before  his  controversial  quest  for  the 
Bundle. 

In  spite  of  the  controversy,  many  people  supported  his  cause.  A support 
crew  travelled  with  him  and  other  native  runners  came  to  run  relays  with 
him.  He  had  an  eagle  staff  which  was  carried  on  that  run  to  honor  the 
warriors  who  had  fought  in  the  1800 's. 

While  he  was  running  across  Manitoba  he  was  told  of  an  old  prophecy  in  that 
province.  There  had  been  an  Ojibway  prophecy  in  1933  that  foretold  that, 
someday,  an  Indian  man  from  the  west  would  run  on  foot  across  the  Plains, 
woodlands,  and  east-coast  in  quest  of  a Sacred  Bundle.  That  prophecy  had 
been  foretold  fifty-five  years  before  his  run  to  New  York. 

Although  the  run  was  completed,  the  museum  refused  to  return  the  Bundle. 
Because  of  the  controversy  and  through  lack  of  political  support,  he 
returned  home  empty-handed. 

Seven  years  have  gone  by.  Seven  years  of  seclusion,  poverty,  and  silence. 

And  now,  this  coming  winter,  3im  Thunder  is  going  to  run  again.  This  will 
be  his  second  attempt  to  repatriate  the  Bundle. 

The  run  will  likely  begin  sometime  in  January  1997,  starting  at  the  Sweet 
Grass  Reservation. 

On  this  second  run,  Jim  will  make  four  changes. 


On  the  first  run,  he  ran  from  western  Canada  to  eastern  Canada,  and  then 
south  to  New  York.  This  time  he  will  run  in  the  United  States. 

His  tentative  route  is  through  North  Battleford,  Saskatoon,  Regina, 
Bismarck,  Fargo,  Minneapolis,  Rochester,  Rock  Island,  Chicago,  Cleveland, 
Akron,  Pittsburg,  and  New  York. 

The  second  change  is  that  he  intends  to  run  alone.  His  plan  is  to  run 
twenty  miles  a day.  There  will  be  no  companion  runners  and  no  relays. 

The  third  change  is  that  he  intends  to  challenge  any  allegations  made 
against  him.  He  will  not  allow  controversy  to  ruin  the  request  of  Big  Bear. 

The  fourth  change  is  that  on  this  second  run  he  will  carry  an  American  flag 
on  a lance  to  honor  the  native  veterans  who  volunteered  for  Vietnam.  Dim 
says  "the  warriors  were  veterans  and  the  veterans  are  warriors.  Whether  it 
be  an  eagle  staff  or  a flag  on  a lance,  the  purpose  is  the  same." 

Final  plans  are  not  yet  complete. 

After  meeting  with  the  museum  in  New  York,  he  will  run  the  flag  to 
Washington,  DC.  There  will  be  an  international  gathering  of  native  veterans 
from  Canada  and  the  United  States  on  May  27,  1997  Memorial  Day.  Certain 
veterans  will  be  selected  to  present  military  colors  to  the  President. 

The  name  chosen  for  this  run  is  "Run  for  Freedom"  because  the  American  flag 
represents  freedom  and  justice.  Also,  the  veterans  who  served  in  the  great 
wars  of  this  century  fought  for  freedom.  And  also,  because  the  main  purpose 
of  this  run  is  to  free  the  Bundle  and  return  it  to  its  people. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Dim's  Cree  name  is  Decorated  Lance. 

Further  updates  will  be  released  as  they  develop. 

- "RE:  Small  Grants  Available"  

Date:  Tue,  21  May  1996  17:13:56  -0700 
From:  cottonwood@igc.apc.org  (Paul  Moss) 

Sub j : Small  Grants  Available  from  Cottonwood  Fdn.  (apply  by  15  August) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Approximately  8 grants  of  up  to  $1,000  will  be  awarded  in  October  1996 
by  Cottonwood  Foundation,  a small  foundation  that  provides  grants  to  grass 
roots  organizations  internationally  that  combine  activities  in  all  of  the 
following  four  areas:  protecting  the  environment,  promoting  cultural 
diversity,  empowering  people  to  meet  their  basic  needs,  and  relying  on 
volunteer  efforts. 

Grants  are  also  available  to  indigenous  peoples'  organizations  for 
repurchasing  their  land  base  in  order  to  preserve  their  culture  and  their 
environment . 

If  your  organization  is  interested  in  applying  for  one  of  these  grants  or 
would  like  to  nominate  another  group  for  consideration,  please  visit  our 
World  Wide  Web  page  at  http://pressenter.com/~cottonwd/  for  application 
instructions  or  contact  us  at: 

Cottonwood  Foundation 
Box  10803 

White  Bear  Lake,  MN  55110  USA 
e-mail:  cottonwood@igc.apc.org 

Completed  applications  are  due  on  August  15,  1996  for  consideration  in 
October  1996.  Please  note  that  governmental  agencies/organizations  are  not 
eligible  for  these  grants. 

"RE : Nt'l  Museum  of  the  American  Indian"  

Date:  Wed,  22  May  1996  10:00:09  EST 
From:  gwelker@mail.lmi.org  (Glen  WELKER) 

Sub j : National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION  CONCEPT  DESIGN  FOR  THE  NATIONAL  MUSEUM  OF  THE 


AMERICAN  INDIAN  APPROVED  (MAY  17,  1996) 

The  Smithsonian's  Institution  Concept  Design  for  the  National  Museum  of 
the  American  Indian  was  approved  today  (May  17)  by  the  Commission  of  Fine 
Arts.  This  was  the  first  public  viewing  of  the  design  of  the  National 
Museum  of  the  American  Indian,  which  is  scheduled  to  open  on  the  National 
Mall  in  Washington,  D.C.,  in  2002. 

In  1993,  the  Smithsonian  selected  the  architectural  firm  of  GBQC 
Architects  of  Philadelphia,  with  associated  architects  Douglas  Cardinal 
Architects  Ltd.  of  Ottawa,  Ontario,  to  design  the  museum  on  the  Mall. 

BACKGROUND:  The  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  was  signed  into 
law  (P.L.  101-85)  in  1989.  This  legislation  authorized  three  facilities: 

The  George  Gustav  Heye  Center,  now  open  in  New  York  City;  the  Cultural 
Resources  Center,  to  be  built  in  Suitland,  Md.;  and  the  National  Museum  on 
the  Mall  in  Washington,  D.C. 

THE  SITE:  The  Mall  museum  will  be  constructed  on  the  last  available  site 
on  the  National  Mall--east  of  the  National  Air  and  Space  Museum  and  across 
the  Mall  from  the  East  Wing  of  the  National  Gallery  of  Art.  It  is  the  16th 
museum  in  the  Smithsonian's  museum,  education  and  research  complex. 

THE  BUILDING:  The  new  museum  will  be  approx.  250,000  square  feet, 
distributed  over  six  floors.  Some  of  the  more  interesting  aspects  include: 
"The  Potomac"  will  be  a circular  space,  the  "heart  and  soul"  of  the  museum, 
because  it  will  be  experienced  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  an  individual's 
visit.  "Potomac,"  meaning  "where  the  goods  are  brought  in,"  comes  from  the 
languages  of  tribes  of  this  region  and  signifies  a gathering  space  and 
marketplace.  The  Potomac  will  be  a multi-purpose  space  in  which  Native 
American  culture  will  be  celebrated  and  shared  through  all  forms  of 
artistic  expression.  Within  the  Potomac,  there  is  the  possibility  of  dance, 
music,  performance,  art  installations  and  other  expressions  of  NA  culture. 
The  four-story  space  acknowledges  the  four  cardinal  directions  important 
to  many  NA  cultures  and  is  figuratively  grounded  in  the  Earth  and  open  to 
the  sky.  The  shallow  dome  above  the  Potomac--an  architectural  reference  to 
other  domed  buildings  on  the  Mall--will  allow  presentations  of  Native 
cosmology. 

It  is  also  important  to  note  that  many,  many  Native  peoples  throughout 
the  Americas  have  involved  in  consultations  and  have  advised  officials 
(many  of  us  Native  Americans  ourselves)  on  the  design  and  programmatic 
direction  of  this  new  museum. 

Source:  SIWP10.NMAI.LizH@ic.si.edu  (Elizabeth  Hill) 

"RE : NA  Talent  Resources  Sought"  

Date:  Thu,  23  May  1996  11:15:03  -0400 
From:  aconcert@carroll . com  (3oe  Campagna) 

Sub j : Native  American  Talent  Resources  Sought  For  Consutation 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Announcement:  From  Interworld  Consort  Native  American  Television 
Broadcasting  Project.  Feedback  and  suggestions  regarding  all  contained 
is  always  welcome  and  needed. 

All  Native  American  students,  faculty,  etc.  from  all  nations  are  urged  to 
participate  in  any  activity  which  may  immediately  or  one  day  contribute  to 
the  growing  and  unifying  effort  to  create  a Native  American  Television 
Broadcast  System. 

Where  each  person  (and  their  talent)  fits  in,  is  up  to  the  individual. 

The  web  site  is  up  and  for  anyone  who  missed  the  questionnaire  posted  on 
AISESNET  it  is  now  posted  in  reply  format  at 
http://www.jlc . net /~ j c at lin /interworld/ 

The  results  of  these  polls  will  be  available  bi-monthly. 

Submissions  are  being  sought  which  will  expand  and  attract  more  interest, 
as  well  as  ideas  for  applying  traditional  Indian  Law  to  govern  the 
all-Indian-owned  community  property  broadcasting  company(s). 

To  keep  posted  on  further  info  and  developments  join  our  mailing  list. 
Send  your  request  for  info  to  <aconcert@carroll . com> 


ATTENTION:  Native  American  Entertainers/Musicians  and  stage 
technicians/special  effects  (professional  and  students)  being  sought  for  a 
talent  pool  registry.  Send  bio,  experience  info  to  <aconcert@carroll . com> 
Wanted:  Native  American  Cartoonists  and  Puppeteers  interested  or 
experienced  in  cartoon  animation  for  children's  language  recovery  project. 
Send  bio,  experience  info  to  <aconcert@carroll . com> 

Wanted:  Volunteers  willing  to  add  URL's  to  boost  response  to  key  words  on 
all  known  search  engines.  Send  experience  info  to  <aconcert@carroll . com> 
Wanted:  Native  American  Linguists  for  translation  on  select  web  pages 
(with  native  fonts  needed)  for  translation  (multi-lingual  Indian  -English) 
of  traditional  children's  stories  for  computer  project  (later  animation). 
Send  bio,  experience  info  to  <aconcert@carroll . com> 

Wanted:  (suggestion)  Native  Americans  with  skills  needed  to  start  an 
Indian  guitar  company.  Long-term  project  with  parts  being  made  in  different 
Nations.  All  Indian  made  and  owned  co-op  company.  The  craftsman  own  the 
company  and  the  work  they  do  for  the  company.  Example:  Inlay  fingerboard  by 
Zuni  or  Navajo  craftspeople;  wood  working  is  basswood  country  of  central 
south  Canada  or  North  Central  US;  airbrush  decorative  paint  by  Lakota 
Artist;  or  actually  no  preferences--  just  used  as  examples.  First  Project 
is  one  guitar  and  one  bass  guitar  for  submission  to  music  trades  and 
interested  guitar  company.  Credit  will  be  given  where  credit  is  due.  If  the 
work  flies  with  the  music  trades  we  get  guitar  company  to  swing  for  expenses 
and  make  the  distribution  happen.  If  a non-Indian  company  tries  to  come  out 
with  an  Indian  looking  guitar,  there  is  trouble  and  a massive  boycott  on 
artists  who  use  the  guitar  and  the  company  as  well  as  embarrassing  letters 
of  protest  to  the  company  and  trades  they  advertise  in. 

Any  feedback  on  any  of  the  above  (positive  or  negative)  will  be  greatly 
appreciated . 

Thanks,  loe  Campagna 

Reply  <aconcert@carroll . com> 

Interworld  Concert  Home  page: 
http://www.jlc . net /~ j c at lin /interworld/ 

- — "RE:  Native  Blood?  Native  Nations"  — - 

Date:  Thu,  23  May  1996  20:23:08  -0500 
From:  frye@smtplink.ipfw.indiana.edu 
Sub j : Native  Blood?  Native  NATIONS! 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Below  is  an  article  that  I wrote  quite  some  time  ago  and  many  Native 
Americans  ( I am  Kanienkehaka  ) have  praised  it  for  it's  "words"  as  well 
as  "truth". 

As  I follow  many  of  these  threads,  I become  concerned  by  the  "race" 
issue  involved.  Race  has  Nothing  to  do  with  my  heritage  and  that  fact  has 
been  proven  many  times.  I Have  included  my  article  below  so  that  you  my 
ponder  this  "Identity"  thing  amongst  yourselves.  But  I do  believe  that  you 
will  not  look  at  it  the  same  way  again.  Besides,  worrying  whether  so-and- 
so  is  (so-called)  Indian  or  not  ( I don';t  consider  myself  "Indian"  I'm 
not  from  India  ) is  counterproductive  and  a waste  of  energy  when  you 
consider  the  more  important  issues  at  the  present.  It's  just  a bunch  of 
squabble.  We  need  people  to  help  our  people  not  just  sit  around  and 
complain.  Thank  You. 


"Native  Blood  and  Citizenship" 
article  by:  Keihan 

For  eons,  before  and  after  the  colonization  of  the  Americas,  Native  First 
Nations  determined  their  citizenship  in  much  the  same  way  any  other 
sovereign  nation  would;  through  adoption,  naturalization,  and  immigration 
procedures.  Yet,  today  in  the  United  States,  the  sovereignty  and  future 
existence  of  native  Nations  is  challenged  by  unethical  policies  and  laws, 
set  forth  by  the  Federal  government,  which  determine  the  citizenship  of 
native  Nations  based  upon  certain  racial  criteria.  This  "racial  criteria" 


is  termed  the  "Blood-quantum  code". 

Under  the  "Blood-quantum  code",  to  be  "federally"  recognized  as  a 
citizen  of  a "native  Nation",  an  individual  must  prove  ( to  the  United 
States  Federal  government  ) that  they  possess  a certain  percentile  of 
Native  American  blood.  If  the  individual,  in  question,  does  not  meet  the 
"federal"  percentage  (Which  is  also  determined  by  the  government),  they 
do  not  gain  recognition.  In  other  words,  they  cannot  claim  to  be  a 
citizen  of  a Native  American  Nation.  One  doesn't  have  to  be  a genius  to 
see  that  this  "Blood-quantum  code",  initiated,  implemented,  and  rigidly 
enforced  by  the  U.S.,  is  a strictly  racist  code. 

Not  only  is  it  a "racist  code",  but  it  is  also  a conscious  statistical 
genocide  policy  that,  if  not  stopped,  will  rid  the  U.S.  of  it's  "Indian 
problem"  once  and  for  all.  If  interracial  marriage  continues,  as  it  has 
for  generations,  and  if  we  allow  this  "blood-quantum  code"  to  be 
acceptable,  eventually  Native  Americans  as  individuals  as  well  as  Nations, 
will  cease  to  exist.  We  as  "Native  Americans"  cannot  allow  this  policy  to 
be  accepted  among  our  people,  otherwise,  we  only  aid  in  our  own  destruction 
and  the  destruction  of  generations  yet  to  come. 

WE,  as  Native  Nations,  can  combat  these  policies  through  the 
implementation  of  our  own  policies  and  standards;  and  by  disregarding 
these  "foreign"  federal  policies  that  determine  our  citizenship.  We  are 
SOVEREIGN  NATIONS  and  have  never  given  up  our  rights  to  remain  so.  The  U.S. 
expects  us  to  accept,  by  force,  U.S.  citizenship  and  obey  laws  which 
harm  our  people  instead  of  helping  them.  As  far  as  the  U.S.  is  concerned, 

WE  are  THEIR  citizens.  As  far  as  I am  concerned,  they  can  keep  THEIR 
citizenship.  As  long  as  the  U.S.  continues  to  promote  racist  and  genocidal 
policies  ,against  MY  people,  that  are  used  as  a means,  by  which  to,  keep 
the  overall  population  of  Native  Nations  to  a minimum,  I want  no  part  in 
their  system.  WE  should  determine  the  criteria  for  our  citizenship  as  we 
always  have  and  not  some  foreign  Nation.  Does  Canada  determine  who  can  or 
cannot  become  a citizen  of  the  U.S.?  Are  there  Frenchmen  and  Englishmen  of 
color? 

WE  cannot  allow  this  racist  and  genocidal  policy  to  continue  to  hinder 
the  growth  of  our  Nations.  It  is  time  that  we  regain  and  assert  our 
rights  as  Nations  and  push  the  tyrannical  regime,  that  dictates  to  us  "who 
WE  are"  divides  us  continuously;  and  denies  many  of  our  brothers  and 
sisters  their  identity,  out  of  our  lives!  We  need  to  educate  "American" 
citizens  about  "who  we  are"  and  what  we  stand  for  and  gain  their  support 
as  well.  We  need  to,  continuously,  bombard  the  White  House  and  Congressmen 
with  mail  protesting  these  blatant  violations  of  our  "civil"and  "human", 
as  well  as  our  SOVEREIGN  rights.  WE  need  to  stage  protests  anytime  our 
rights  are  violated.  WE  need  to  be  involved  with  helping  our  people.  It 
will  be  a LONG  road,  but  it  is  the  RIGHT  one. 

Will  Frye  ( AKA  Keihan  ) 

f rye@smtplink. ipfw. indiana . edu 

http: //www. geocities . com/CapitolHill/1575 

"RE : New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy"  

Date:  Fri,  24  May  1996  11:04:46  -0800 
From:  temp@prep.net  (Ralph  Ianuzzi) 

Sub j : New  age  or  old  prophecy 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Anni : 

I have  to  say  in  Browneye's  defense  that  we're  not  "stuck"  per  se  with 
having  to  be  Indian  (or  NA  or  whatever),  but  it's  just  who  we  are.  And 
living  in  a white,  and  all  too  often  racist,  dominated  land,  we  just 
automatically  become  targets.  However,  if  he  has  an  identity  crisis,  which 
I don't  think  so,  since  read  a few  of  his  responses  on  this  chat  line, 
well,  that  would  be  his  problem. 

As  for  someone,  anyone,  willing  to  take  up  our  cause  and  fight  along  our 
sides,  (as  long  as  their  hearts  and  souls  were  in  the  right  place,  not 
just  in  "rebellion"  against  any  authority,  or  just  to  "look  good"  or 


whatever) , then,  yes,  I too  would  welcome  them.  As  the  Hopi  prophecy  says 
there  will  be  a group  of  Rainbow  Warriors  who  will  help  to  clean  up  the 
environment  and  put  the  world  right,  when  the  time  after  the  droughts  and 
cataclysms  come.  Now  whether  they  referred  to  a conglomeration  of  mixed 
bloods  along  with  full-blooded  NAs,  or  whether  they  meant  that  we  would  be 
working  with  many  other  nationalities,  is  questionable,  as  other 
prophecies  I've  heard  about  say  that  only  the  red  man  will  survive  the 
oncoming  storm. 

However,  getting  back  to  David's  theme,  I was  raised  "white"  in  my  adopted 
home,  in  suburban  Detroit,  because  of  my  light  complexion  (my  bmother  was 
English,  bfather  was  full-blooded  Potawatomi/Chippewa)  but  it  was  amazing 
the  reaction  I received  when  I "acted"  Indian.  I suppose  that  as  long  as 
I kept  my  hair  cut  short,  wore  suits  to  work,  and  just  went  along  with  the 
masses,  I was  acceptable.  However,  one  "Columbus  Day"  I wore  a beaded 
medallion  encircled  by  red  hackle  feathers  and  also  wore  a button  which 
read  "Think  Indian",  I was  given  a five  foot  wide  berth  by  everyone  on  a 
bus  that  was  so  crowded  you  couldn't  breathe,  and  from  that  day  on,  the 
other  riders  always  looked  askance  at  me  (maybe  they  were  afraid  I was 
going  to  whip  out  a knife  and  scalp  them  maybe?). 

It's  amazing  the  fear  our  presence  generates  among  a lot  of  whites.  I've 
thought  about  that  a long  time.  Maybe,  because  they  (or  at  least  their 
ancestors)  have  done  us  so  much  harm  that  their  guilt  makes  them  continue 
to  react  violently  against  us,  possibly  thinking  that  we  WILL  retaliate  at 
any  time.  Who  knows? 

If  they'd  only  realize  we'd  work  with  them  if  they  would  only  work  with  us 
and  at  the  same  time,  leave  us  to  govern  ourselves  and  allow  us  to  lead 
our  own  lives  and  continue  our  (almost  lost)  heritage  without 
interference. 

But  I say  that  if  we  are  going  to  have  any  power  to  speak  up  against  any 
tyranny  over  us  and  to  fight  back  against  any  provocations,  then  we,  AS  AN 
ENTIRE  RACE,  have  to  FORGET  OUR  OWN  LITTLE,  PETTY  DIFFERENCES  AMONGST 
OURSELVES,  RESPECT  THAT,  YES,  WE  ARE  ALL  FROM  DIFFERENT  TRIBES  WITH  OUR 
OWN  VARIOUS  VIEWPOINTS  ON  HOW  THINGS  SHOULD  BE  RUN,  BUT  DOIN  TOGETHER  AS 
ONE  ENTITY.  Then,  and  only  then,  will  we  be  a power  to  be  reckoned  with. 

HISTORY  SHOULD  HAVE  TAUGHT  US  THIS  LESSON,  IF  NOTHING  ELSE!!!!! 

PLEASE,  people,  let  us  get  together,  join  hands  and  complete  the  circle!  ! 

If  we  are  to  survive,  we  must  do  so  as  ONE! 

Mi  Gwetch ! ! Ralph 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  Triballaw,  NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L 
listservers;  UUCP  & Genie  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native^soc. culture. native 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include j in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

"Those  Indians  who  go  over  to  the  white  man  can  be  nothing  but  beggarSj 
for  he  respects  only  richeSj  and  how  can  an  Indian  be  a rich  man?  He 
cannot  without  ceasing  to  be  an  Indian.  As  for  mej  I have  listened 
patiently  to  the  promises  of  the  Great  Father  but  his  memory  is  short. 
I am  now  done  with  him.  This  is  all  I have  to  say." 

Chief  Red  Cloudj  Oglala  Teton 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  ConfederacieSj 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitutionj 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

As  Red  Cloud  has  saidj  the  memory  of  the  white  man  is  short.  Treaties 
promised  forever  are  only  as  valid  as  the  current  need  or  desire  of  the 
dominant  society. 


The  current  congress  has  gutted  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  and  broken 


promises  long  made.  This  congress  either  ignores  the  fact  that  treaties 
enacted  by  previous  senators  and  representatives  are  law,  or  derides 
the  attempts  of  those  who  would  speak  out  by  referring  to  promises  made 
in  return  for  peace  and  land  as  "Indian  Welfare". 

I would  ask  these  great  statesmen  if  "Indian  Welfare"  is  so  repugnant  why 
do  they  and  their  peers  in  state  governments  do  everything  in  their  power 
to  obstruct  tribal  efforts  to  provide  income  for  their  People?  To  my 
knowledge  there  is  not  a casino,  bingo  game,  gas  station  or  land  lease  under 
tribal  jurisdiction  that  is  not  under  some  U.  S.  or  State  agency  attack. 

Maybe  I am  a suspicious  person  by  nature,  but  everything  I see  and  read 
makes  me  more  aware  that  the  dominant  society  does  not  want  our  People  to 
develop  any  enterprise  that  removes  them  from  subjugation  and  forced 
assimilation.  The  "Indian  Question"  is  still  being  answered  in  the  only 
way  the  dominant  society  understands  - force  and  betrayal. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 
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RE:  Gasoline  Taxation  in  Oklahoma 


Date:  Tue,  04  Dun  1996  06:03:21  -0700 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : Gasoline  taxation  in  OKLahoma 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 
Much  Ado  About  Nothing 

by  Art  Nave--Cherokee  Observer  Commentator 

When  white  Oklahoma  prevails  in  a judicial  dispute  with  its  Indian 
citizens,  the  media  screams  "Bad  Indians"  and  we  are  barred  from 
exercising  whatever  civil  rights  that  we  have  pursued. 

When  Indian  Nations  exercise  their  civil  rights  and  it  is  upheld  in  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  the  highest  court  in  the  land,  such  as  gasoline 
taxation,  the  whites  having  lost,  say  to  the  Indians,  "Lets  negotiate." 
Negotiate  what?  Our  hard  fought  victory? 

Cherokee  leaders  have  once  again  caved  in  to  the  state  of  Oklahoma,  EVEN 
ALLOWING  THE  STATE  TO  EARMARK  ON  WHAT  WE  CAN  SPEND  THE  STIPEND  MONIES 
THAT  THEY  WILL  RETURN  TO  US  OUT  OF  OUR  TAX  MONIES. 

Our  situation  would  be  LAUGHABLE  if  it  did  not  impact  and  hurt  our 
Cherokee  people  and  all  other  Oklahoma  Indians  which  it  certainly  shall 
if  allowed  to  stand. 

Our  Cherokee  ancestors  can  hear  the  laughter  all  the  way  from  Oklahoma 
City  to  Tahlequah  and  the  comments  of  "Stupid  Indians",  they  cow-towed 
again,  is  heard  all  over  Indian  Country. 


This  action  taken  by  Cherokee  leaders  (Doe  Byrd,  Garland  Eagle, 

Charlie  Gourd,  and  Doel  Thompson)  has  taken  away  all  of  the  advantages  of 
being  an  Indian  Gasoline  Retailer,  and  it  is  illegal,  and  it  will  be 
challenged,  once  again,  by  a Indian  Nation  who  still  has  a Warrior  in 
their  leadership.  And  it  will  and  should  be  overturned,  once  again,  by 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 

"RE : Mississippi  Powwow  Incident"  

Date:  Wed,  29  May  1996  17:01:27  -0400 
From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - MISSISSIPPI  POWWOW  INCIDENT 

UUCP  email 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ANYONE  KNOW  WHAT  THE  MISSISSIPPI  GOVERNOR'S  E-MAIL  ADDRESS  IS  PLEASE  LET 
US  KNOW 

<<Native  American  Student  Association 

University  of  New  Orleans 

Lakefront  Campus 

New  Orleans  LA  70122 

A.  Dim  Amoss,  Editor 

Times-Picayune 

3800  Howard  Avenue 

New  Orleans  LA 

April  29,  1996 

Re:  Aquani  Gulfport  Powwow 

Dear  Sir, 

As  concerned  citizens  of  the  United  States,  students  of  the  University  of 
New  Orleans,  and  members  of  the  Native  American  Student  Association,  we 
were  appalled  by  the  series  of  events  which  occurred  at  the  Aquani 
Gulfport  Powwow  held  at  the  Rice  Pavilion  on  April  21,  1996.  Recently,  we 
co-sponsored  our  own  Powwow  at  UNO  which  was  a great  success.  As  an 
organization,  we  attended  this  powwow  in  Gulfport  as  an  expression  of  our 
unity  among  Native  Americans.  The  Native  American  powwow  is  a family 
function,  whose  sole  purpose  is  for  fellowship  among  Native  American 
families  from  different  tribal  backgrounds,  the  passing  of  generational 
information  from  elders  to  children,  the  sharing  of  the  Native  American 
culture  with  those  from  the  community  at  large,  the  sharing  of  Native 
American  prayer  songs,  tribal  dances  and  of  course,  honoring  our  flag.  At 
these  functions  there  are  no  drugs,  alcohol  or  firearms  allowed.  We  have 
respect  for  our  elders,  our  children,  our  community  and  any  visitors 
therein.  Anyone  entering  a powwow  function  is  considered  an  honored  guest 
and  to  have  the  atrocities  perpetrated  against  us  was  a reprehensible  act. 

The  powwow  was  scheduled  to  begin  at  10  a.m.,  Sunday  (April  14),  but  was 
delayed  past  3 p.m.  by  the  actions  of  men  from  the  Mississippi  Department 
of  Wildlife  and  Fisheries  and  the  City  of  Gulfport  Sheriff's  Office. 

These  agents  came  into  this  function  in  a paramilitary  style,  wearing 
bullet  proof  vests  and  guns.  They  proceeded  to  invade  the  sacred  grounds 
(the  dance  arena),  which  is  a sanctuary  for  Native  Americans,  just  as 
sacred  as  a church  is  to  Christians.  During  the  course  of  this  invasion, 
they  brought  video  camera  equipment  into  this  sacred  circle  and  to  Native 
American  people,  that  is  a direct  affront  to  our  simple  request  to  not 
bring  cameras  and  video  equipment  into  the  circle.  They  videotaped  the 
ongoing  actions  of  their  agents  outside  of  the  circle.  They  also 
videotaped  prayer  songs  in  progress  as  well. 

They  then  proceeded  to  confiscate  vendors'  items  without  explanation, 
without  a warrant,  and  without  giving  a receipt  for  the  confiscated  items. 
They  proceeded  to  harass  and  interrogate  everyone  at  the  powwow,  including 
children  and  elders,  without  any  regard  to  our  rights.  They  arrested  three 


men  from  out  of  state  and  harassed  others  for  having  so-called  "illegal" 
items,  such  as  turtle  shells,  turkey  feathers,  a bear  skull  (which  had 
legal  documentation),  alligator  heads,  and  deer  hooves.  These  items  were 
legal  in  the  states  in  which  they  were  obtained.  They  took  these  items 
from  vendors,  children  and  the  regalia  of  dancers.  They  also  confiscated 
a kachina  doll  from  an  Apache  elder,  because  it  "represented"  an  owl.  The 
kachina  doll  was  made  from  rabbit  fur  and  turkey  feathers  purchased  from 
Tandy  Leather  Craft  stores,  which  are  located  all  over  the  United  States. 
During  this  incident  one  deputy  proudly  displayed  his  boots  made  from  the 
skin  of  an  elephant  which  he  bragged  were  purchased  in  Texas. 

The  men  arrested  were  not  read  their  Miranda  Rights.  These  agents  were 
harassing  people  under  fictitious  laws,  citing  "the  turkey  was  the  state 
bird  of  Mississippi,"  when  in  fact,  the  mockingbird  is  the  state  bird. 

These  men  also  tried  to  arrest  people  for  possession  of  marijuana,  but 
these  substances  were  actual  legal  herbs  such  as  white  sage,  passion 
flower  leaves,  tobacco  and  many  other  such  items,  which  are  a Native 
American  smoking  blend. 

These  agents  harassed  these  vendors  and  accused  them  of  selling 
contraband  and  reported  it  as  such  to  the  news  media.  These  items  are 
elements  which  can  be  bought  at  any  health  food  store. 

After  the  powwow  a roadblock  was  set  up  and  people  were  forced  out  of 
their  cars,  and  their  vehicles  searched.  These  men  were  successful  in 
perpetuating  negative  propaganda  to  the  news  media  and  the  surrounding 
community  and  reinforcing  the  negative  stereotypes  people  have  of  the 
Native  American  people. 

In  closing,  these  people  who  invaded  our  sacred  function  had  no  regard 
for  our  sovereign  rights  and  are  obviously  not  familiar  with  recent 
revisions  in  the  Freedom  of  Religion  Act.  They  also  made  racial  slurs  and 
direct  threats  to  the  Head  Lady  Inauquan  Lone  White  Eagle. 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  consideration  and  efforts  on  our  behalf. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara  Billiot  Stage 
Spokesperson 

Note:  This  letter  was  written  with  the  help  of  Inauguan  Lone  White  Eagle.  I 
know  your  publication  has  done  articles  about  her  in  past  issues.  If  you 
would  like  further  information  concerning  this  issue  she  can  be  contacted  at 
(504)  283-4027. 


MISSISSIPPI  STATE  - DEPARTMENT  OF  WILDLIFE,  FISHERIES  AND  PARKS: 

1]  Blakeney,  Clark  blakeney@mdwfp.state.ms.us 

2]  Clark,  Roy  A.  clark@mdwfp. state. ms . us 

3]  Shropshire, Tommy  — shropshire@mdwfp. state .ms . us 


MISSISSIPPI  STATE  SENATE: 

1]  Gollott,  Tommy  gollot@senate.state.ms.us 

2]  Musgrove,  Ronnie  ltgov@senate.state.ms.us 

3]  Tuck,  Amy  amytuck@senate. state .ms . us 

— "RE:  Sovereign  Under  Creator's  Law"  

Date:  Mon,  3 Dun  1996  18:38:11  +0000 
From:  "David  Yarrow"  <dyarrow@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Affidavit:  Sovereign  under  Creator's  Law 

UUCP  email 

The  following  was  written  by  Tom  Tarbet. 

IN  THE  TIME  OF  THE  FULL  MOON  NOVEMBER  1994  OF  THE  COMMON  ERA 
FROM:  Rena  Murillo  and  Roy  Steevensz,  among  the  Sovereign  Hopi 
People,  Post  Office  Box  132,  Hotevilla  (Hotvela),  in  but  not  of 
Arizona  Republic,  via  Postal  Code  86030/T.D.C.  without  prejudice 


TO:  Governing  members  of  the  HOPI  TRIBE,  Chairman  Ferrell  H. 
Secakuku,  Vice  Chairman  Wayne  Taylor,  Dr.,  and  members  of  the  Hopi 


Tribal  Council,  Post  Office  Box  123,  Kykotsmovi  AZ  86039/  T.D.C. 
without  prejudice 

We  send  greetings  and  our  sincere  wish  that  you  shall  have  a long, 
happy  and  fruitful  life  under  our  Creator  in  the  Hopi  Way,  and  to 
present  to  you  this 

AFFIDAVIT,  DECLARATION  OF  PEACE,  AND  ORDER  TO  SHOW  CAUSE 

In  keeping  with  the  wish  of  the  late  Titus  Lamson  Qomayumptewa,  who 
throughout  his  life  remained  true  to  the  original  Covenant  that 
defines  the  name  Hopi,  made  by  his  ancestors  at  Oraibi  with  Maasaw, 
Creator  and  Caretaker  of  this  world,  and  kept  free  from  foreign  rule 
in  the  village  for  that  purpose  at  Hotvela  in  1906,  we  declare  our 
intentions  to  maintain  peaceful  relations  with  all  Peoples  of  the 
world,  especially  our  neighbors  and  protectors  known  as  Navajo 
People  (Dineh),  with  whom  Hopi  People  (Sinom)  have  a sacred  Covenant 
of  Peace,  and  with  every  living  soul,  including  members  of  Hopi 
Tribe  as  incorporated  under  United  States  laws. 

We  bring  to  your  attention  a matter  that  has  been  presented  several 
times  to  officials  of  the  Hopi  Tribe  concerning  the  corn  field  that 
has  been  farmed  by  Titus  for  many  decades  under  our  original  Hopi 
title,  the  Covenant  with  Maasaw,  which  has  been  kept  pure  at  Hotvela 
to  this  day,  uncompromised  by  war  or  treaty.  This  field  is  located 
two  miles  east  of  the  road  to  Dinebito,  with  its  entrance  on  Highway 
264  marked  by  a sign  that  reads: 

TITUS'  FARM  SOVEREIGN  UNDER  CREATOR'S  LAW 

It  appears  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  been  selling  permits  to  our  Navajo 
neighbors,  allowing  their  cows  and  horses  to  graze  on  this  field, 
causing  considerable  damage  to  our  crops.  Our  Navajo  neighbors  are 
being  defrauded  by  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  its  officials  when  they  are 
sold  permits  to  land  which  they  are  not  entitled  to  use  in  this  way. 
We,  who  perpetuate  the  living  title  to  this  field  by  farming  it  in 
keeping  with  Titus'  intention,  are  being  robbed  of  our  livelihood 
and  the  fruits  of  our  labor  by  the  damage  that  results.  The  sellers 
of  the  permits  are  responsible  and  liable  for  the  loss  to  us,  and 
for  the  threat  to  our  peace  with  our  Navajo  neighbors. 

On  October  19,  1994,  we  met  with  Vice  Chairman  Wayne  Taylor  Hr.  and 
two  of  his  associates,  and  brought  this  problem  to  his  attention. 

We  have  a written  transcript  made  from  our  tape  recording  of  this 
meeting,  in  which  we  asked  that  this  matter  be  resolved  in  the  Hopi 
Way,  that  is,  peacefully. 

In  that  meeting  we  described  how  Titus  would  often  feed  his  Navajo 
neighbors  from  this  field  in  former  times,  and  expressed  our  desire 
to  maintain  peace  with  our  present  Navajo  neighbors. 

We  explained  Titus  always  maintained  livestock  should  be  kept  far 
away  from  the  cornfields,  and  the  fields  should  not  be  fenced  in. 

We  asked  to  see  the  documents,  if  any  exist,  by  which  the  true 
holders  of  the  unrelinquished  title  to  this  field  granted  permission 
to  the  Hopi  Tribe  to  sell  grazing  permits  to  this  area.  We  were 
promised  a response;  as  yet  not  received. 

If  no  documents  exist  confirming  a transfer  of  the  original  Hopi 
title,  by  a true  keeper  of  such  title,  to  the  Hopi  Tribe,  it  is  in 
your  best  interest  to  see  that  our  Navajo  neighbors  are  justly 
compensated,  that  their  livestock  will  no  longer  be  allowed  to  graze 
on  the  traditional  Hopi  land  that  includes  this  field,  and  that  we 
who  have  been  farming  this  field  be  compensated  for  the  loss  of  our 
crops,  and  hereby  respectfully  demand  this  of  you. 

We  remain  sovereign  under  Creator's  Law,  as  true  Hopis.  We  do  not 
choose  to  place  ourselves  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Hopi  Tribe, 
or  any  other  venue  of  the  United  States  Government.  Based  on  our 
unalienable  rights  vested  in  us  by  the  Creator,  on  which  both  the 
original  Hopi  Way  and  the  original  United  States  of  America  were 
founded,  we  respectfully  and  peacefully  order  you  to  show  cause  as 
to  why  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  its  officials  have  the  right  to  sell 
grazing  permits  to  a traditional  Hopi  cornfield,  or  to  cease  and 
desist  from  doing  so,  and  remedy  the  damage  that  has  resulted  from 
this  practice. 


We  allow  you  time  from  your  receipt  of  this  document  by  registered 
post  until  the  Full  Moon  of  December  18th,  1994,  to  respond  to  this 
Affidavit,  Declaration  and  Order.  An  extension  of  thirty  days  will 
be  granted  if  requested  by  that  date. 

This  Lunar  Cycle  is  the  fourth  anniversary  of  the  historic  meeting 
at  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  where  the  sacred  stone  tablets  of  the  Flopi 
Fire  Clan,  the  embodiment  of  our  ancient  title,  were  shown  to 
Governor  Bruce  King,  at  the  urging  of  Titus,  to  seek  the  peaceful 
path  through  the  time  of  World  Purification  (Powateoni) . 

In  keeping  with  our  commitment  to  the  wish  of  Titus  that  the  title 
of  his  cornfield  under  the  original  Flopi  Covenant  be  perpetuated,  we 
hereby  give  you  notice  that  your  failure  to  respond  to  the  contrary 
under  penalty  of  perjury  will  be  deemed  an  express  and  explicit 
admission  that  each  statement,  fact  and  assertion  set  forth  herein 
is  true,  and  that  the  original  title  we  live  from  still  stands 
uncompromised.  This  admission  will  be  used  as  evidence  in  any 
future  proceedings  on  this  matter,  which,  if  needed,  may  include  a 
U.S.C.  Title  42,  Section  1983  action  carrying  significant  penalties 
for  persons  found  to  have  caused  damage. 

We  welcome  your  alliance  with  our  original  title,  and  your  efforts 
to  peacefully  resolve  the  conflict  that  has  resulted  from  the  errors 
mentioned  herein.  We  recognize  that  these  errors  could  be  the 
result  of  actions  of  your  predecessors  in  office,  and  are  pleased 
that  you  are  in  a position  to  correct  them. 

We  consider  this  a public  document  to  be  circulated  at  our 
discretion,  together  with  the  news  of  your  response.  We  hope  it 
will  be  a pleasant  and  uplifting  story  to  tell  the  world. 

Signed:  Rena  Murillo,  daughter  of  Titus;  Roy  Steevensz,  adopted  son 
of  Titus 

Notarized  without  prejudice  to  any  of  our  inalienable  rights: 

Signed  before  me  on  this  28th  day  of  Nov.  1994,  Notary  Public: 

Bernadette  Kee,  State  of  AZ,  County  of  Apache 

Copies  to: 

His  Holiness  Pope  John  Paul  II;  His  Holiness,  Tendzin  Gyatso,  14th 
Dalai  Lama  of  Tibet;  Her  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth  of  Great  Britain; 
William  Clinton,  President  of  the  United  States;  Danet  Reno,  United 
States  Attorney  General;  Bruce  Babbitt,  United  States  Secretary  of 
the  Interior;  Bruce  King,  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Mexico; 

Agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs;  The  World  Council  of 
Churches;  and  all  potentially  interested  parties 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
for  a green  and  peaceful  planet  for  the  Seventh  Generation 
David  Yarrow  at  Turtle  EyeLand 
c/o  Broeckx,  P.0.  Box  6034,  Albany,  NY  12206 
dyarrow@igc.apc.org  518-426-0563 

Birth  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  lets  us  know  we  are  at  a crossroads 
--  either  return  to  balance  or  face  global  disaster. 

It's  our  duty  to  return  to  sacred  places  and  pray  for  world  peace 
--  if  we  do  not  do  this,  our  children  will  suffer. 

--  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  Lakota-Dakota-Nakota  Nation 

19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe 

WORLD  PEACE  AND  PRAYER  DAY  **  3UNE  21,  1996  **  30IN  US  IN  PEACE 

- "RE:  Restoring  the  Roots  of  Peace"  

Date:  Mon,  3 Dun  1996  18:31:36  +0000 
From:  "David  Yarrow"  <dyarrow@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Restoring  the  Roots  of  Peace 

UUCP  email 


close  the  circle  ~ mend  the  hoop  ~ weave  the  web 


Restoring  the  Roots  of  Peace 
by  Thomas  F.  Tarbet  188  (all  rights  reserved) 

The  Path  of  Everlasting  Life  still  exists  in  what  is  temporarily 
called  "Arizona."  According  to  a lineage  of  Hopi  tradition  that  may 
well  reach  back  to  The  Beginning,  Oraibi  --  which  means  "something 
made  solid"  --  is  where  Maasaw  solidified  the  Earth  during  Creation. 
Thus  the  name  Oraibi  was  given  to  what  may  be  this  continent's 
oldest  continuously  inhabited  settlement,  goal  of  a migration  played 
over  centuries  in  which  gradually  arriving  clans  forged  an  elegant 
social  order  able  to  escape  the  dilemma  of  war. 

The  founders  of  Oraibi  knew  that  if,  when  forced  to  deal  with  threat 
of  theft,  domination  and  death,  people  base  their  security  on 
strength  of  weapons,  there  is  no  guarantee  the  controller  of  the 
largest  arsenal  will  be  wise  or  just.  Lacking  a better  means  of 
protection,  those  who  abstain  from  war  can't  prevent  the  reign  of 
ignorant  force  from  dominating  their  affairs  and  drawing  them  into 
its  inescapable  downfall. 

Today,  as  we  face  the  global  climax  of  this  process,  we  encounter 
two  possibilities  outlined  in  certain  teachings  of  the  Hopi.  As  we 
pass  through  the  last  of  three  "world  shaking  events"  --  the  Day  of 
Purification  --  all  who  cling  to  the  reign  of  ignorant  force  -- 
rulers  and  victims  alike  --  thereby  consign  themselves  to  a 
premature  and  painful  extinction.  But  as  this  ill-fated  domain 
meets  its  demise,  those  who  know  how  to  escape  the  dilemma  have  the 
opportunity  to  give  birth  to  a new  era  of  universal  peace. 

Centuries  ago,  the  founders  of  Oraibi  learned  the  answer  to  this 
dilemma  and  embodied  it  in  their  social  order.  This  is  why  the  name 
"Hopi"  --  which  literally  means  "well-mannered"  --  is  said  to  mean 
"The  People  of  Peace."  In  an  area  where  modern  archaeology  finds 
plentiful  evidence  of  warfare,  the  clans  migrating  toward  Oraibi 
mastered  the  art  of  keeping  wisdom  and  power  united,  entrusting 
their  protection  to  natural  influences  more  effective  than  laws  and 
weapons  contrived  by  humans.  They  had  all  the  "human  failings"  that 
make  peace  seem  impossible,  but  the  web  of  their  community  was  so 
carefully  woven  individual  imperfections  are  stabilized.  Instead  of 
creating  criminals,  the  system  literally  produced  saints  serving  the 
web  of  forces  that  governs  all  life. 

The  earth  beneath  Oraibi  is  the  spiritual  and  physical  bedrock  for  a 
pattern  of  relationships  traditional  Hopi  call  the  Path  of 
Everlasting  Life,  to  which  any  mortal  may  aspire,  but  no  mortal  mind 
could  have  invented.  Maasaw  --  who  is  simply  a strange  and 
miraculous  figure  in  the  legends  of  other  Hopi  villages  --  is  the 
immortal  teacher  of  the  Oraibi  tradition,  often  identified  with  the 
Creator.  He  gave  them  a pattern  of  life  that  is  simple  and  humble, 
in  some  ways  hard,  but  long,  happy  and  fruitful,  often  ecstatic, 
miraculous,  and  loaded  with  humor. 

Even  prophecies  attributed  to  Maasaw  may  be  a trick  to  prevent  blind 
belief.  For  example,  they  might  all  be  fulfilled  except  the  last 
one,  throwing  his  proud  followers  back  upon  their  own  resources. 

This  is  religion  that  removes  its  own  mask,  leaving  the  individual 
more  free  and  wise  for  the  experience.  The  entire  village  is  a 
perpetual  theater  performing  in  annual  cycles,  the  characters  taken 
up  in  turn  by  succeeding  generations,  enacting  the  continual  drama 
of  Creation.  Some  of  their  costumes  would  rival  the  most  powerful 
works  of  art,  but  will  never  be  sold,  for  they  are  not  a decoration, 
but  part  of  the  spiritual  governing  force  of  the  community. 

This  form  of  civilization  requires  no  jails,  no  making  of  laws  with 
punishments  attached,  no  courts,  no  police,  and  no  army.  Arrows, 
yes.  Priests  who  might  kill  in  order  to  protect  the  web  of  life, 
should  enough  mistakes  be  made  to  require  such  a move,  fully  aware 
of  the  future  grief  that  could  result  from  a miscalculation.  Their 
language  contains  no  cuss  words.  And  prior  to  recent  forced 
acculturation  by  the  United  States,  crime  within  their  community  was 
unknown . 

One  of  the  oldest  transmissions  of  wisdom  in  human  history,  parts  of 


the  navoti  --  Hopi  oral  tradition,  including  a ritual  number  system 
on  which  they  base  their  prophetic  understanding  --  bear  striking 
resemblance  to  the  work  of  Fu  Hsi,  the  father  of  I Ching.  Christ 
would  recognize  the  Hopi  Way  as  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  Lao  Tse 
would  have  called  it  the  Ancient  Way.  And  the  legendary  warrior  Sun 
Tse  would  have  had  to  admit  that  the  gentle  Hopi,  so  averse  to 
battle,  possess  a Supreme  Strategy  against  which  all  the  weapons  of 
the  world  cannot  prevail.  Their  prophetic  tradition  holds  the 
apocalyptic  dilemma  of  modern  civilization  neatly  in  its  palm. 

Whereas  most  social  patterns  eventually  self-destruct  regardless  of 
the  best  efforts  of  their  participants,  the  important  feature  of  the 
Path  of  Everlasting  Life  is  its  ability  to  continue  in  peace  as  long 
as  people  remain  committed  to  it,  for  the  entire  natural  life  span  of 
the  human  species.  It  affords  an  escape  from  war  not  just  for  the 
Hopi,  but  for  all  humanity.  The  few  true  Hopi  who  remain  are  sworn 
to  keep  this  Path  open  as  a refuge  in  the  last  days  of  this  era. 

But  after  a century  of  forced  acculturation,  including  prison  as  the 
alternative  to  compulsory  schooling,  the  continuity  of  the 
generations  has  been  broken,  and  they  are  the  last  of  their  kind. 

In  1906,  their  lineage  was  evicted  from  Oraibi  by  villagers  who 
preferred  to  yield  to  threats  and  enticements  of  the  United  States. 
Amid  great  hardship  they  moved  to  the  place  called  Hotevilla  (cedar 
slope),  where  they  remain  in  exile.  Their  uncompromised  title  to 
the  original  Oraibi  land  was  usurped  by  the  military-industrial- 
legal  complex  through  which  most  of  us  obtain  the  basics  of  life. 

This  impact  on  their  approximation  of  the  divine  order  was 
anticipated,  and  its  severity  has  been  attributed  to  known  mistakes 
in  their  past. 

In  effect,  the  final  defense  of  traditional  Hopi  from  the  ravages  of 
modern  civilization  is  to  offer  inhabitants  the  means  of  escape,  for 
it  is  their  world  that  crumbles  next.  Mass  media  cover  stories  now 
proclaim  the  crisis  the  Hopi  warned  of  since  the  first  atomic  bomb, 
and  have  foreseen  from  time  immemorial.  The  attempt  to  build  a fake 
prosperity  through  lying  on  a global  scale  has  reached  its  limit. 

The  lie  is  the  industrial  world's  concept  of  land  ownership  versus 
aboriginal  title  rooted  in  natural  order.  Contrivance  of 
international  banking  gives  us  license  to  destroy  the  biosphere,  yet 
fails  to  measure  the  debt  we  incur  through  robbery  of  nature  and 
indigenous  people.  But  this  debt  is  as  real  as  the  forces  that 
sustain  our  existence  and  determine  the  final  score.  Through  the 
Hopi,  and  other  besieged  ancient  cultures  in  the  world,  we  have  one 
last  chance  to  reconcile  our  debt  as  we  enter  the  final  test  of  this 
era:  the  Day  of  Purification. 

Kotshongva,  the  late  Sun  Clan  leader  of  Hotevilla,  described  the 
branches  of  the  human  family  as  the  bloodlines  of  the  continents, 
formed  through  centuries  of  migration.  They  are  vital  to  the  life 
of  the  earth  from  which  they  live,  and  to  which  they  give.  He 
compared  the  Day  of  Purification  to  the  hatching  of  an  egg,  or  a 
birth  process,  in  which  the  "bloodlines  of  the  earth"  will  "shake 
and  turn  red"  in  the  effort  to  produce  a new  world.  During  this 
process,  those  aspects  of  society  that  have  outlived  their 
usefulness,  along  with  whatever  aberrations  have  developed,  will  be 
purged.  The  danger  now  is  that  the  entire  industrial  world  will  be 
purged  as  afterbirth  through  unstoppable  wars  of  annihilation  and 
cataclysms  of  nature,  since  it  exists  as  a parasite  on  the 
bloodlines  of  earth.  The  aberration  is  so  great  this  could  result 
in  the  equivalent  of  a stillbirth,  eliminating  human  life,  and 
possibly  all  life  on  earth. 

Since  the  usurpation  of  aboriginal  land  title  is  the  very 
cornerstone  of  industrial  economy  worldwide,  political  and  legal 
attempts  to  rectify  this  violation  throughout  the  world  are  seen  as 
threats,  and  crushed  by  the  reign  of  ignorance.  This  is  possible 
because  vast  numbers  of  people  depend  on  industrialized  economies 
for  their  sustenance  and  support  the  effort  to  forestall  their 
collapse . 


Nothing  short  of  direct  biological  and  economic  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  bloodlines  can  reverse  the  trend  and  enable  at  least 
a portion  of  humanity  to  emerge  from  the  events  that  lie  ahead. 

This  requires  the  restoration  of  the  quality  of  their  actual  blood, 
through  a return  to  native  foods,  supported  by  a local  agricultural 
economy.  The  question  is  how  this  can  be  initiated  amid  powerful 
influences  that  drew  them  away  in  the  first  place. 

In  this  respect,  the  exiled  Oraibi  lineage  may  play  a unique  and 
influential  role.  The  Hopi  nation  is  among  the  last  to  fall  under 
the  sway  of  foreign  influence,  and  Oraibi  is  that  last  of  the  Hopi 
villages  to  yield.  The  few  individuals  who  remain  loyal  to  the 
original  purpose  of  Hotevilla  have  never  yielded  their  sacred 
aboriginal  title,  which  is  the  covenant  their  ancestors  made  with 
Maasaw  at  Oraibi. 

>From  the  time  of  this  covenant,  the  effect  of  the  ceremonial  cycle 
performed  at  Oraibi  has  been  to  extend  spiritual  roots  to  every 
corner  of  the  continent,  influencing  the  entire  fabric  of  life.  A 
healing  of  the  "bloodlines  of  earth"  within  the  last  of  the  living 
Oraibi  tradition,  among  those  who  have  never  yielded  to  the  "great 
lie"  of  the  modern  world,  would  have  an  unseen  influence  throughout 
the  continent.  This  would  especially  affect  other  aboriginal 
bloodlines,  which  have  been  far  more  severely  damaged  than  the  Hopi, 
and  could  lead  to  healing  of  bloodlines  of  the  entire  Earth. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
for  a green  and  peaceful  planet  for  the  Seventh  Generation 
David  Yarrow  at  Turtle  EyeLand 
c/o  Broeckx,  P.0.  Box  6034,  Albany,  NY  12206 
dyarrow@igc.apc.org  518-426-0563 

Birth  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  lets  us  know  we  are  at  a crossroads 
--  either  return  to  balance  or  face  global  disaster. 

It's  our  duty  to  return  to  sacred  places  and  pray  for  world  peace 
--  if  we  do  not  do  this,  our  children  will  suffer. 

--  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  Lakota-Dakota-Nakota  Nation 

19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe 
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GLOBAL  MOCCASIN  CEREMONY 
Summer  Solstice,  Dune  21,  1996,  Mt.  Fuji,  Dapan 
(Dune  20  in  the  U.S.A.) 
prepared  by  Roy  Steevenz 

[David  Yarrow's  Editor's  Preface:  May  14,1996  three  essays  arrived  from 
Roy  Steevenz,  who  has  lived  with  Hopi  Indians  in  northeast  Arizona's  Painted 
Desert  for  nearly  a decade,  caring  for  Titus,  a traditional  elder  and  farmer 
in  the  village  Hotevilla.  I quickly  realized  the  timely  significance  and 
urgency  of  Roy's  messages,  so  I set  them  to  digital  format.] 

[I  have  five  earlier  essays  about  Roy,  Titus  and  the  Hopi  (Dourney  for  Health 
& Peace;  Tuuwaqaatsi;  Affidavit  of  Sovereignty  Under  Creator's  Law;  and 
Restoring  the  Roots  of  Peace;  Gourd  of  Ashes/House  of  Mica).  These 
documents,  each  about  one  page,  provide  background  crucial  to  understand 
this  story  and  ceremony.  Access  these  documents  at:] 

cDourney  for  Health  & Peace:  Roy  & the  Hopi> 

<Hopi:  The  People  of  Peace>. 

[Global  Moccasin  Ceremony  is  synchronous  with  World  Peace  and  Prayer 
Day  called  by  Lakota  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  19th  generation  keeper  of 
the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  Pipe.  All  over  Earth  humans  are 


preparing  to  gather  Dune  21_solstice  high-light  of  the  year_at  sacred  sites 
to  pray  for  Peace:  healing  and  unity  of  our  planet  at  this  "turning  point."] 
[Roy's  story  reveals  how  tightly  woven  are  the  threads  of  human  destiny  on 
Earth  at  this  time.  Birth  of  the  white  buffalo  calf  was  not  mere  remarkable 
genetic  coincidence,  but  expresses  the  synchronous  unity  of  Spirit  and 
Destiny  weaving  a warning  we  now  have  entered  a crucial  time.  The  time  of 
choice  and  change  is  now.  Roy's  vision  offers  medicine  to  unify  minds, 
cultures,  continents,  and  spirits  of  our  planet.  Doin  us  to  unite  together 
in  prayer  at  the  solstice.  --  david  yarrow] 

THE  DESTINY  OF  TITUS  QOMAYUMPTEWA 

The  great  wish  of  Titus  Qomayumptewa , a Hopi  elder,  was  like  so  many  who 
wish  to  live  freely  free  and  happy  --  that  anyone  who  truly  wants  to  be 
a servant  of  the  Creator  of  All  --  God  --  attain  Individual  Sovereignty 
under  His  law. 

"Shake  the  anthill  (world).  Tell  the  world  the  truth  about  Creator's 
Law,"  he  often  said. 

This  Global  Moccasin  Ceremony  is  inspired  by  this  simple  Hopi  farmer. 

As  we  look  about  our  'anthill,'  how  can  we  deny  the  need  to  fulfill  this 
honest  desire? 

Titus  --  one  of  the  Dewels  of  the  few  remaining  Hopis  --  had  a most 
important  spiritual  destiny.  At  the  time  of  the  lunar  eclipse  on  May 
24,  1994,  Great  Spirit  visited  Titus  In  his  cabin.  While  the  sun  was 
setting,  the  cabin  became  filled  with  sparkling  lights.  The  little 
stars  finally  settled  around  his  head.  On  that  evening  a profound 
message  came  through: 

"THE  TIME  IS  UPON  US  NOW  to  come  forth  and  give  our  knowledge  to 
those  willing  to  help  the  energies  of  the  Creator. 

"The  path  has  been  constructed  of  many  different  energies  and  elements 
were  placed  together  lovingly  and  with  much  hardship  at  the  time.  We 
transformed  our  nation  many  times  because  we  were  learning  about  our  new 
home.  We  had  to  change  with  Earth  as  she  guided  us  in  our  lifestyles 
and  foods.  We  gave  ourselves  to  Creator,  who  gave  back  with  abundance. 

"The  path  now  is  one  of  change.  We  are  here  in  strength  to  help  make 
that  change  smooth  and  peaceful,  and  assure  its  energies  are  pure,  and 
its  meanings  are  true.  There  have  been  --  and  will  be  again  --  great 
times  of  despair  at  the  loss  of  culture,  as  those  who  resist  change 
fight  to  hold  on. 

"THE  HOPI  WAY  WILL  NEVER  VANISH.  It  may  undergo  change  now  and  then, 
which  is  important,  but  the  Hopi  Way  remains  in  the  land,  rocks,  trees, 
animals,  and  all  features  of  true  creation.  They  all  tell  the  story  of 
the  Hopi. 

"It  is  not  limited  to  the  Hopis  either.  The  chance  to  change  is 
everywhere  now.  Many  avenues  of  discovery  lead  to  the  same  conclusion. 

You  will  need  to  bridge  the  gap  between  worlds  and  cultures  to  listen  to 
us.  We  are  ever  strong,  waiting  to  guide  you. 

"The  Hopi  culture  as  it  was  is  gone,  but  there  are  many  wonderful  things 
that  can  be  created  from  that.  Listen  to  the  wind  for  direction.  Ask 
the  fields  for  assistance.  Feel  the  beating  of  the  Hopi  heart  in 
everything  you  do,  everything  you  feel,  everything  you  touch,  everything 
you  say.  You  can  have  the  magic  we  once  shared.  It  is  still  there  and 
always  will  be. 

"Be  peaceful  and  trusting  in  your  endeavors.  We  fought  for  many  years 
to  have  peace  for  our  people.  We  presented  ourselves  to  many  who  are 
able  to  maintain,  and  carry  forth  into  the  lives  of  people,  the  peace  we 
fought  for.  The  history  of  our  civilization  is  written  in  Earth,  and 
anyone  who  gives  themselves  to  Creator  can  use  this  knowledge  for  Earth 
and  her  evolution. 

"We  commend  and  comfort  those  who  are  powerful  in  their  work  to  reunite, 
and  we  support  and  guide  those  wanting  to  make  peaceful  changes.  There 
are  several  in  your  community  who  are  holders  of  the  knowledge.  They 
are  able  to  bring  forth  the  message  you  strive  for.  They  will  surface 
at  the  right  time. 

"Be  not  afraid  of  the  future  outcome.  Focus  only  on  what  can  be 
achieved  right  now.  Fighting  between  nations  will  need  to  stop  before 


order  can  be  restored. 

"The  beginning  of  the  next  phase  will  come  in  three  cycles  of  the  moon. 
You  will  have  new  direction,  new  focus  and  new  guidance.  Be  at  peace 
with  yourself  and  listen  to  our  calling.  The  course  is  changing  and  the 
path  is  widening.  There  is  much  global  concern  for  the  return  to 
purity,  and  the  time  is  upon  us  to  help  activate  the  energy  that  can 
bring  this  return. 

"You  will  see  changes  in  the  community,  the  people  you  meet,  and  in  the 
children.  They  may  be  confused  at  times  as  to  why  they  feel  a certain 
way,  and  want  to  know  their  history.  Let  them  experience  this,  for  they 
will  be  the  ones  who  help  bring  forth  the  new  Hopi  light. 

"Be  patient,  but  be  strong.  Guide  and  assist  those  who  chose  to  help. 

"KNOW  WE  ARE  WITH  YOU." 

Exactly  three  moon  cycles  later,  a man  in  Maine  had  a serious  dream.  In 
the  vision  he  went  to  the  underworld  and  heard  an  old  man  singing  a most 
sacred,  ancient  song.  Halfway  through  singing  it,  the  old  man  suddenly 
stopped,  but  Rusty  (the  dreamer)  heard  the  rest  of  the  song.  When  he 
woke  up  he  felt  a strong  desire  to  find  the  old  man  and  give  him  the 
last  part  of  the  song.  He  wondered  who  the  old  man  was.  How  would  he 
find  him?  Does  he  even  exist? 

Rusty  consulted  with  a seer  and  was  told  to  find  Titus  in  Hopiland. 
Without  hesitation  he  made  the  drive  west,  and  was  guided  straight  to 
Titus'  farm.  Upon  arriving.  Rusty  conveyed  his  dream  to  Titus  and 
delivered  the  rest  of  the  song. 

Titus  smiled  and  nodded  happily.  Indeed,  four  years  earlier,  at  a 
Hotevilla  meeting  full  of  conflict  between  "progressives"  and 
"traditionals, " Titus,  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting,  began  to  sing. 

All  Hopis  present  became  panicked  and  urged  Titus  to  stop  singing.  It 
was  the  long-awaited  Purification  Song  that  calls  on  Higher  Forces,  and 
is  meant  to  be  sung  only  once.  "Stop  singing  Titus!  It  is  not  time 
yet.  Stop.  Stop.  Stop!"  But  he  didn't  heed,  and  kept  on  until  he  was 
halfway  through  the  song.  Suddenly  he  stopped. 

On  August  22,  1994,  at  the  full  moon,  the  Purification  Song  became 
complete.  At  almost  the  same  time  the  long-prophesied  White  Buffalo  was 
born ! 

STORY  OF  WHITE  BUFFALO  CALF  WOMAN 

The  medicine  man  Crow  Dog,  of  the  Lakota  tribe,  explains: 

"This  holy  woman  brought  the  sacred  buffalo  calf  pipe  to  the  Lakota. 
Before  she  came,  people  didn't  know  how  to  live.  They  knew  nothing. 

The  White  Buffalo  Woman  put  her  sacred  mind  into  their  minds. 

"Though  she  first  appeared  to  the  Lakota  in  human  form.  White  Buffalo 
Woman  was  also  a Buffalo  --  the  native  people's  brother,  who  gave  its 
flesh  so  that  the  people  might  live. 

"White  Buffalo  Woman  spoke  these  words  to  Lakota  Chief  Standing  Hollow 
Horn:  'Remember  this  pipe  is  very  sacred.  Respect  it  and  it  will  take 

you  to  the  end  of  the  road.  The  four  ages  of  creation  are  in  me;  I am 
the  four  ages.  I will  come  to  you  in  every  generation  cycle.  I shall 
come  back  to  you . ' 

"The  White  Buffalo  Woman  walked  off  in  the  direction  from  which  she 
came,  outlined  against  the  red  ball  of  the  setting  sun.  As  she  went, 
she  stopped  and  rolled  over  four  times.  The  first  time  she  turned  into 
a black  buffalo;  the  second  into  a brown  one;  the  third  into  a red  one. 
Finally,  the  fourth  time  she  rolled  over,  she  turned  into  a white  female 
buffalo  calf. 

"WHITE  BUFFALO  CALF  WOMAN  IS  THE  RETURN  OF  PEACE  --  OF  ALL  FOUR  RACES 
COMING  TOGETHER  --  TO  MEND  THE  SACRED  HOOP  --  ENDING  SEPARATION  AND 
POLARIZATION.  SHE  IS  THE  RAINBOW  MANIFEST..." 

THE  LEGACY  OF  TITUS 

Titus  fulfilled  his  destiny  and  passed  on  one  month  later  --  Sept.  28, 
1994,  the  birthday  of  Grandmother  Caroline,  Titus'  very  close  clan 
sister.  The  next  day  a river  of  cotton  clouds  came  from  the  direction 
of  the  sacred  San  Francisco  Peaks  to  stream  light  over  Titus'  grave, 
moving  to  the  East.  At  the  same  time,  with  the  rising  sun,  a small 
cloud  rose  over  the  horizon  and  joined  the  oncoming  clouds. 

The  fourth  day  after  Titus'  departure  to  the  spirit  world.  Rusty  had  a 


Stone  Lodge  Ceremony  at  his  home  in  Maine.  He  didn't  know  yet  of  Titus' 
passing,  but  he  noticed  something  very  strange  and  powerful  happen 
during  the  ceremony.  The  gourd  rattle  given  him  by  Titus  suddenly  moved 
over  the  hot  stones  and  kept  rattling  --  and  not  by  any  physical  hand. 

It  rattled  until  the  contents  broke  out. 

The  next  day  after  the  lodge  was  dismantled,  three  waves  of  seven  hawks 
each  flew  over  the  lodge  in  the  southwest  direction! 

Later,  a special  four-day  ceremony  was  held  at  Titus'  cabin.  It  was 
decided  to  use  his  moccasins  in  an  East/West  Union  Ceremony.  One 
moccasin  was  to  be  placed  at  Mt.  Fuji,  Dapan.  The  day  of  the  prophesied 
Atlantic/Pacific  Cross  America  Walk,  confirmation  was  given  the  moccasin 
found  its  destiny  on  Mt.  Fuji. 

Now  connection  of  "extreme  West"  and  "extreme  East"  must  be  advanced. 
Global  participation  in  this  is  of  great  importance. 

East  relates  to  the  ancient  past;  West  relates  to  the  present  modern 
world.  Now  is  the  time  to  end  the  great  experiment  that  encompassed 
these  two  worlds.  And  the  RETURN  must  be  undertaken.  This  means  the 
East/West  Union  is  of  cardinal  importance.  It  is  bringing  together  all 
that  has  been  learned  throughout  history  up  to  this  time  from  both 
"extremes . " 

Titus'  encouragement  to  "tell  the  truth  about  Creator's  Law  to  the 
world"  held  a simple  --  but  most  essential  --  message  for  peace  and 
freedom.  Deviation  from  the  Self -Enforcing  Law  of  the  Creator  has  led 
to  creation  of  artificial  laws.  These  ultimately  have  to  be  enforced 
with  violence.  All  wars,  inner  and  outer,  can  end  only  by  RETURN  to  the 
One  Law.  All  terrorism  is  the  result  of  one's  obedience  to  secondary 
inferior  authority.  Today's  destructive  wars  reflect  competition 
between  parties  who  each  insist  their  laws  are  superior.  This  arrogance 
has  led  to  massive  slaughter  and  great  unhappiness. 

The  world  is  come  to  the  concluding  moments  of  this  prophetic  scenario. 
Each  one  of  us  must  now  make  The  Choice.  Which  authority  do  we  want  to 
honor  first?  We  cannot  serve  two  masters.  We  all  know  the  Creator  of 
All  is  Highest.  Only  our  blindness  caused  by  the  glitter  of  temporary 
security  and  pleasures  make  us  falter  and  sheepishly  follow  false 
leaders . 

Now  we  have  Democracy,  so  each  one  of  us  must  individually  and 
independently  decide  which  master  we  will  serve.  The  Creator  of  All 
gave  us  ultimate  authority  to  make  choices  based  on  Free  Will.  Will  we 
continue  to  defend  the  "Common  Boundaries"  set  by  mine/yours  laws?  As 
long  as  we  support  this  dualism,  we  will  torture  and  destroy  ourselves. 

Or  will  we  choose  to  have  the  courage  to  stand  as  true  individuals, 
sovereign  under  Creator's  Law?  This  should  not  be  too  much  to  ask  of 
ourselves  if  we  want  to  know  the  truth  of  who  we  are. 

TRUTH  WILL  SET  US  FREE. 

GUIDELINES  FOR  PARTICIPATION 

If  you  wish  to  participate  in  the  Global  Moccasin  Ceremony  on  Dune  20, 
1996  in  the  U.S.,  and  Dune  21  in  Dapan,  the  following  is  a suggested 
format.  For  synchronized  local  times  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  a 
Global  Timetable  is  at  the  end. 

Anyone  can  initiate  a ceremony. 

As  the  Rising  Sun  touches  the  west  side  of  Mt.  Fuji,  all  who 
participate  will  simultaneously  be  upon  their  highest  point  to  perform 
the  ceremony.  Sunrise  following  Summer  Solstice  in  Dapan  will  be  5:00AM 
on  Dune  21,  while  at  San  Francisco  Peaks  in  Arizona  the  time  will  be 
1:00PM  Mountain  Standard  Time  Dune  20  (Arizona  doesn't  participate  in 
Daylight  Savings  Time).  Don't  let  International  Dateline  confuse  you! 

It  is  suggested  those  not  able  to  participate  in  ceremony  at  these 
high  points  may  deposit  their  prayer  in  a One  Heart  Container  to  later 
be  buried  at  the  ceremonial  site.  A One  Heart  Container  can  be  made 
following  a simple  design.  Write  for  this  plan. 

Natural  foods  of  local  traditional  origin  (without  chemicals, 
electric  or  microwave  cooking)  can  be  used  as  an  offering  at  the  site. 
Also,  spring,  well  or  untreated  water  can  be  used. 

As  the  pilgrims  ascend  to  the  site,  the  long  path  of  human  existence 
on  Planet  Earth  is  to  be  visualized.  Upon  arrival,  begin  to  see  East 


and  West  blend  into  ONE. 

The  ceremony  begins  with  recitation  or  singing  of  the  following  for 
eleven  minutes: 

Wake  up!  Wake  up!  Wake  up! 

Rise  with  the  Rising  Sun! 

Listen  to  the  Heart! 

We  are  one!  We  are  One!  We  are  One! 

Continue  the  ceremony  for  a full  hour  with  prayer,  song,  dance, 
offering  of  food,  as  is  most  appropriate  for  your  location.  Hold  the 
central  idea  of  Union  of  East  and  West. 

This  ceremony  is  only  a beginning.  Continue  sharing  this  message  of 
UNION.  The  TAWA  Messenger  Newsletter  may  be  used  to  distribute  the 
information . 

Send  this  information  world-wide  through  word-of-mouth,  copies, 
email,  Internet,  or  your  local  grapevine.  Translation  to  other 
languages  is  welcome.  On  the  Internet,  you  will  find  information  on 
ceremonial  sites  by  accessing  Global  Moccasin  Ceremony. 

Thank  you!  --  Roy  Steevenz,  adopted  son  of  Titus  Qomayumptewa 
c/o  1100  South  Plaza  Way  #111 
Flagstaff,  AZ  USA  86001 
LOCAL  TIMES  FOR  SOLSTICE  MOCCASIN  CEREMONY 
Solstice  at  Mt.  Fuji  is  5:15  PM  on  Dune  20,  1996,  Dapan  Time.  Dawn 
following  Solstice  is  the  beginning  time.  Numbers  in  parenthesis  are 


the  degrees  of  the 

local  time 

meridians . 

Mt.  Fuji,  Dapan 

(135E) 

6/21 

5:00  AM 

Lhasa,  Tibet 

(90E ) 

6/21 

2:00  AM 

Bengal,  India 

(92E) 

6/21 

2:00  AM 

Calcutta,  India 

(88E) 

6/21 

2:00  AM 

Madras,  India 

(80E) 

6/21 

2:00  AM 

Delhi,  India 

(77E) 

6/21 

1:00  AM 

Bombay,  India 

(72E) 

6/21 

1:00  AM 

Tehran,  Iran 

(52: 30E) 

6/20 

Midnight 

Iraq 

(45E) 

6/20 

11:00  PM 

Yemen 

(44E) 

6/20 

11:00  PM 

Mecca,  Saudi  Arabia 

(40E ) 

6/20 

11:00  PM 

Derusalem,  Israel 

(30E) 

6/20 

10:00  PM 

Bonn,  Germany 

(15E) 

6/20 

9:00  PM 

Greenwich,  England 

(0) 

6/20 

8:00  PM 

Eastern  Daylight  USA 

6/20 

4:00  PM 

Central  Daylight  USA 

6/20 

2:00  PM 

Arizona  Standard  Time 

6/20 

3:00  PM 

Mountain  Daylight  USA 

6/20 

1:00  PM 

Pacific  Daylight  USA 

6/20 

1:00  PM 

Hawaii  Standard  USA 

6/20 

10:00  AM 

"RE:  Tape:  500  Years"  

Date:  Thu,  30  May  1996  08:14:35,  -0500 
From:  BTRU93A@prodigy.com  (MS  BROOKIE  M CRAIG) 

Subj : 500  Years 

UUCP  email 
O' siyo! 

I am  Honored  to  announce  that  we  have  completed  a Special  Collectors 
Edition  of  First  Nations:  500  Years  away  from  Home,  a new  album  collection 
of  new,  original  music  we  recorded  with  Steve  Schiavi  (Wolfsong)  and  Dim 
Beer  (who  did  the  recording  on  the  Leonard  Peltier  song). 

We  are  pre  releasing  a special  album  which  will  be  different  than  the  4 
CD  set  which  will  be  released  in  the  near  future  of  combined  songs.  The  4 
CD  set  with  be  unique  as  each  CD  will  be  dedicated  to  each  of  the  4 
Directions  with  varied  Native  American  Tribal  songs,  stories  and  original 
music  composed  by  a variety  of  musicians  recorded  especially  for  this 
project.  The  boxed  set  will  include  video  footage  of  Carlisle  Indian  School 
footage  scored  with  the  original  music  written  by  Wolfsong  and  Dim  Beer. 


I strongly  hope  you  will  order  this  special  tape  soon.  We  have  not  cut 
it... and  it  includes  a variety  of  interchanges  between  the  musicians  in  the 
studio  while  recording  and  the  following  songs: 

Five  Hundred  Years  (Away  From  Home) -Wolfsong/Dim  Beer/Brownie-Cub  Scout 
troop 

Wounded  Knee 
Me  and  My  Maker 
Circle  Dance 

Spirit  Calling  Song  (traditional  spirit  calling  song  in  cherokee  language) 

Wind  Spirits 

We  Shall  Live  Again 

Eagle  Spirit  (instrumental) 

Big  Mountain  (Apache  Ghost  Dance  segment  sung  in  Apache)  Brooke,  Dim, 
Wolfsong,  Danawa,  Lena,  Fred 

During  the  recording  we  experienced  many  strange  things  which  we  did  not 
know  we  taped.  We  have  left  them  on  and  will  mix  them  out  on  the  CD's  but 
are  leaving  them  on  this  collectors  edition  for  you  to  hear.  We  are 
limiting  this  collection  and  I wanted  the  Circle  to  know  of  it  first  before 
we  issue  a public  statement.  Please  order  as  soon  as  possible  so  you  can 
get  a copy. 

Each  tape  is  $10  plus  $3  handling  to: 

Brooke  Craig 

591  Elizabeth  Lane 

Mableton,  Georgia  30059 

I cannot  tell  you  how  absolutely  beautiful  this  tape  is.  The  music  is  all 
original,  exciting,  and  stunning  in  its  beauty.  We  will  not  duplicate  this 
series  after  they  are  sold  out.  Please  if  you  want  one... order  today  and  E 
me  so  I might  reserve  your  copy. 

"RE:  Stealing  from  Indians  Excerpt"  - 

Date:  Sat,  1 Dun  1996  08:32:39  -0400 
From:  "Dordan  S.  Dill"  <jsd@DICKSHOVEL.COM> 

Sub j : Stealing  From  Indians  excerpt... 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND(a)vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

Presently,  there  is  no  more  important  book  concerning  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  available  than  "Stealing  From  Indians  - Inside  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs... an  Expose  of  Corruption,  Massive  Fraud  and  Dustice  Denied" 
by  David  Henry,  a BIA  accountant  who  was  fired  for  exposing  a massive 
campaign  of  corruption  and  consistent  financial  mismanagement.  His  book  can 
be  ordered  on-line  (Windows  and  Macintosh  versions  available)  from 
http://www.alpinet.net/bookstore/thundr78.htrnl,  costs  $10  and  will  be 
delivered  to  your  desktop  - it  works  out  to  be  about  660k  of  ascii  text.  My 
copy  printed  out  to  190  pages  of  9 point  text.  I urge  all  who  are  concerned 
with  righting  the  wrongs  perpetrated  on  the  First  Nations  by  Wasichu  to 
purchase  this  book  and  sign  the  petition  supporting  David  Henry  and 
condemning  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

David  continues  to  attempt  to  hold  the  BIA  accountable  for  it's 
past  and  present  thief  of  First  Nations  monies  92.4  billion  recently 
"misplaced")  and  an  email  campaign  has  been  initiated  at 
http://www.pobox.com/~jsd/henry.html  to  address  these  issues. 

David  has  agreed  to  allow  excerpts  of  his  book  to  be  made  available 
so  as  to  draw  attention  to  this  issue.  Should  you  wish  to  receive  a copy  of 
the  current  excerpt  (approximately  50k),  let  me  know  via  email  and  I will 
forward  it  to  you. 

The  current  excerpt  deals  with  the  Crow  tradition  of  "blowing  the 
whistle"  and  the  transcript  of  a two  hour  talk  show  during  which  David 
talked  of  the  BIA's  approach  to  the  First  Nations. 

Thank  you  for  any  attention  you  might  care  to  give  to  this  issue... 

Nvwhtohiyada . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  (4  Star  Magellan  site) 
http : //www. pobox. com/~jsd/fi rst nation s . html 


Wounded  Knee  Home  Page 
http : //www. pobox. com/~jsd/WKmasscre . html 


"RE : R.E.T.A.I.N.  '96"  

Date:  Wed,  29  May  1996  15:21:40  -0700 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <cmilda(3G00DNET.C0M> 

Sub  j : "R.E.T.A.I.N.  '96  - A BIG  SUCCESS." 

Comments:  cc:  Bruce  Meyers-  Assistant  Dean  <GMeyers@u.arizona.edu> 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

"R.E.T.A.I.N.  '96  - A BIG  SUCCESS."  _Native_Notes ._  Native  American 
Resource  Centre,  203  Nugent,  University  of  Arizona.  Volume  2, 
Issue  2.  Page  1.  May  1996. 

R.E.T.A.I.N.  '96  - A BIG  SUCCESS 

The  first  Retention  in  Education  for  Today's  American  Indian  Nations 
(R.E.T.A.I.N.)  '96  Conference  was  held  on  campus  April  20  - 23,  1996 

and  drew  close  to  300  participants  including  Monday  night's  banquet. 
The  conference  was  held  because  colleges  and  universities  nationwide 
have  a common  problem  of  low  retention  rates  for  Native  Americans. 
Nationwide  the  dropout  rates  in  some  institutions  exceed  90  % with  the 
average  somewhere  between  65  - 90  %.  Over  40  institutions  with 
significant  native  student  populations  were  represented  at 
R.E.T.A.I.N.  '96. 

The  purpose  of  R. E.T.A.I.N. ' 96  was  to  bring  tribal  officials,  college 
and  university  leaders,  and  retention  experts  to  address  the  retention 
problem.  The  issues  of  the  conference  were  highlighted  in  Monday, 
April  22,  at  the  conference  banquet  held  at  the  Doubletree  Hotel.  The 
Arizona  Board  of  Regents  were  represented  by  Dohn  Munger,  incoming 
president.  The  Keynote  speaker  was  Howard  Rainer,  Director  of  Native 
American  Programs  at  BYU,  who  gave  an  unusually  sensitive  portrayal  of 
what  Native  American  students  face  on  college  campuses  across  America. 

Native  American  students  have  a long  way  to  go  nationally  and  in  the 
State  of  Arizona.  However  the  conference  revealed  that  retention 
experts,  tribal  leaders,  researchers  and  student  support  personnel 
serving  Native  American  students  are  rising  to  the  challenge. 

Listed  below  are  a few  of  the  comments  we  have  received  over  Internet 
or  by  mail: 

Congratulations  for  a fine  conference.  There  were  some  minor 
glitches,  but  that  added  to  the  success  of  the  conference. 

The  most  important  aspect  of  the  conference  was  the  sense  of 
unity  and  cooperation.  Yes,  there  are  problems  in  Indian  edu- 
cation, however  we  have  what's  necessary  to  overcome  these 
problems ...  each  other.  What  we  need,  collectively,  is  to  ac- 
quire a ''spirit"  or  "flavor"  to  go  out  and  make  a differ- 
ence. To  do  everything  in  our  means  to  bring  on  change.  I 
think  that  this  conference  provided  that  spirit. 

Truly  overdue  conference  and  outstandingly  done  for  having 
planning  started  only  5 months  ago.  Also,  U of  A,  ASU,  and 
NAU  all  cooperated  on  this  conference  ! 

Schedule  was  early  and  continuous  with  the  sessions  across  the 
board... So  many  sessions- -all  good. 

As  successful  as  the  conference  was,  we  still  needed  more  involvement 
from  the  UA  students.  As  students  we  need  you  to  do  the  following: 

- continue  to  enlist  the  involvement  of  your  tribal  leaders,  elected 
state  and  national  representatives,  members  of  the  Arizona  Board  of 
Regents  and  your  fellow  students  on  retention  issues  on  campus. 

- make  your  elected  tribal  officials  aware  of  the  obligation  of 


America's  land  grant  universities  to  serve  the  public  interest. 

Next  year's  conference  (R.E.T.A.I.N.  '97)  will  be  held  at  ASU  in 
Tempe.  Hopefully  we  will  involve  more  UA  students  by  offering  full 
scholarships  to  attend  the  conference.  The  NARC  [Native  American 
Resource  Centre]  will  keep  you  posted  on  R.E.T.A.I.N.  '97  volunteer 
opportunities . 

"RE : Poem:  My  Rez"  — 

Date:  Tue,  28  May  1996  19:13:28  -0400 
From:  brnsugah2@aol.com 
Sub  j : My  Rez 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

My  Rez 

My  rez  is  located  where  ever  i am 
where  ever  i want  it  to  be. 

There  just  ain't  a rez  in  the  USA 
that  can  hold  the  likes  of  me. 

For  me  and  my  kind  have  been  mis-placed 
been  lost  and  out  of  synch. 

But  those  who  look  closely  soon  will  know 
we  are  the  missing  link. 

We  were  born  blind  to  our  kind 
our  culture,  our  history. 

Our  hopes  and  dreams  we  awaken  to  see 
to  fulfill  our  destiny. 

Yes,  we  are  mixed  - bloods  , with  many  Nations 
running  through  our  veins  . . . 
and  those  who  classify  find  it  hard 
to  call  us  any  name. 

Yet  deep  within  us  the  truth  will  come 
will  hound  us  to  be  let  free. 

Our  ancestors  lived  and  died  so  we  could  find 
our  rightful  place  to  be. 

No  prisons  can  contain  us,  no  gates  restrain  us 
from  the  truth  which  must  be  told. 

Our  people  were  the  first  on  earth 
our  lineage  very  old. 

Our  Mother  gave  birth  to  all  Mankind 

Lucy  is  her  name 

and  all  of  us  are  related 

no  matter  how  you  play  the  game. 

So  categorize  and  label  all  you  want 
deny  misogyny. 

Dust  realize  there  ain't  a rez  in  the  world 
that  can  hold  the  likes  of  me. 

copyright  1995  Xennia  Gittoes  - Singh  aka  Running  Waters 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/05/29  22:26 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 


genie  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  9-15 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

9 

The  earth  drinks  the  blessing  of  the  summer  rain. 

10 

Sorrow  abides  not  in  this  place. 

11 

Turn  every  hardship  into  a triumph. 

12 

If  you  would  win  your  heart's  desire,  you  must  give  your  heart  to 
the  task  of  winning  it. 

13 

Give  freely  of  yourself  in  all  endeavors. 

14 

In  all  things,  turn  anger  into  industry. 

15 

Even  the  clumsiest  hand  can  create  a thing  of  beauty. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  6 Dune  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

From:  "Donald  N.  Yates"  <102004. 1215@CompuServe.COM> 

Sub j : Seminar  Trailer 

EXPLORE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  CULTURE  WITH  SEMINAR,  ONLINE  OPEN  HOUSE 
NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  May  22,  1996  Cherokee  Communications  is  holding 
a seminar  on  Native  American  Culture,  Saturday,  Dune  29.  The  event 
will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  company's  grand  opening  of  its 
Nashville  office  on  Music  Row.  The  seminar  is  entitled  "Explore  the 
Cherokee  Language  and  Native  American  Culture"  and  is  the  first  of  its 
kind  ever  offered  in  the  Nashville  area.  Attendees  will  have  the  chance 
to  see  and  hear  the  traditional  tribal  teacher  Chief  Paul  Two  White 
Feathers  Russell  in  addition  to  other  local  Native  American  Indian 
educators.  On  the  same  day,  Cherokee  Communications  will  also  hold 
an  online  open  house.  With  a modem,  home  computer  users  and  businesses 
can  "drop  in"  to  Cherokee's  new  home  page  on  the  Internet 
(http://cherokee.indian.com)  and  get  answers  to  frequently  asked 
questions  (FAQs)  as  a public  service. 

WILL  EMPHASIZE  TRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr.  Two  White  Feathers,  the  seminar  leader,  is  an  author,  historian, 
recording  artist,  storyteller,  herbalist  and  healer,  craftsman,  and 
ceremonial  orator.  Of  Potawatomi,  Cherokee  and  Shawnee  ancestry,  he 
is  one  of  the  most  widely  traveled  and  highly  regarded  teachers  of 
traditional  tribal  knowledge  in  our  time.  In  the  Native  world,  he 
holds  the  position  of  Principal  Chief  of  a tribe. 

Seminar  participants  will  learn  how  to  recognize  and  use  Indian  sign 
talk,  how  to  write  and  sound  the  85-character  Cherokee  syllabary  by 
Sequoyah  and  how  to  speak  common  words  and  phrases  in  the  Cherokee 
language,  including  their  names. 

Participants  will  also  be  able  to  view  Cherokee  Communications'  online 


catalog  of  products  and  services  as  well  as  ask  telephone  operators  such 
questions  as,  "How  do  I get  an  electronic  address?"  and  "What  is  the  most 
common  mistake  people  make  when  they  send  e-mail?" 

The  seminar  is  intended  for  parents,  teachers,  public  program  and  school 
administrators , writers,  actors,  artists,  musicians,  craftspeople  and 
anyone  interested  in  learning  more  about  their  Native  American  heritage. 
CHEROKEES  AS  ETHNIC  GROUP 

Tennessee  had  a reported  Indian  population  of  10,039  in  the  1990  U.S. 
Census.  It  is  estimated  that  46%  of  all  Tennesseans  of  Native  American 
ancestry  are  Cherokee,  making  this  an  important  ethnic  group. 

"Explore  the  Cherokee  Language  and  Native  American  Culture"  will  be 
held  on  Saturday,  Dune  29  at  the  LeGarde  Twins  Country  Music  Theatre  at 
the  Quality  Inn  Hall  of  Fame,  1407  Division  Street,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203 
The  program  will  start  at  9 a.m.  and  conclude  at  4:30  p.m.,  with  a 
Native-catered  lunch  included.  Tuition  and  lunch  are  $60. 

All  proceeds  will  benefit  Helping  Our  Native  American  Relatives  (HONAR), 
a Nashville-based  nonprofit  charitable  organization  concentrating  on 
clothing  drives  and  benefit  events  for  American  Indians  on  reservations 
and  in  Southern  cities. 

Cherokee  Communications  is  a public  relations  and  marketing  firm, 
specializing  in  media  and  events  coordination,  educational  services  and 
strategic  product  communications  for  the  music  and  entertainment 
industry  and  Native  American  organizations.  The  company  maintains  the 
publishing  subsidiary  The  Cherokee  Press  and  music  distributorship 
Cherokee  Music.  It  also  offers  authentic  Native-made  arts  and  crafts 
for  sale  to  dealers  and  the  public. 

For  information  and  pre-registration,  please  call  Cherokee 
Communications  in  Nashville  at  (615)  248-8844. 


From:  ccstar@tiac.net  (Don  Hoffman) 

Sub j : ANNUAL  Cirlce  of  1000  Drums!! 

Annual  Circle  of  1000  Drums 
Awareness  for  Mother  Earth 
Dune  22,  23 

"Vision  of  1000  drums"  Experienced  by  Gil  Tarbox 

For  many  years  the  feelings  that  burn  deep  within  my  heart  are 
feelings  of  loss  and  remorse.  Loss  whenever  a tree  was  cut  down  or  a lot 
of  land  dug. 

THIS  FEELING  HAS  NOW  BROUGHT  ME  TO  MY  VISION  AND  QUEST. 

While  driving  across  New  Hampshire,  I was  listening  to  the  song  "For 
the  Children"  by  Denean.  From  the  inspiration  of  this  song,  came  a 
spiraling  circle  in  the  clouds.  This  led  to  the  awe  inspiring  vision  of 
1,000  drums  beating  as  one,  echoing  the  heart  beat  of  all  for  the 
healing  and  unity  of  Mother  Earth. 

I knew  then  that  I had  to  gather  all  the  Healing  Circles  together 
to  start  the  healing  of  Mother  Earth.  To  bring  together  1,000  drums 
beating  in  unison  for  Mother  Earth.  The  Spiritual  vortexes  across 
our  planet  will  channel  their  healing  energies  at  the  same  time, 
enhancing  the  power  of  our  own  inner  flame.  We  will  be  a conduit 
for  the  massive  powers  that  echo  across  the  land  to  reach  the  core 
of  our  planet. 

WE  CAN  AND  WILL  HEAL  MOTHER  EARTH! 

"AH  HO" 


CATCH  THE  SPIRIT! 

Date:  Dune  22  & 23,  1996 

Time:  Saturday  and  Sunday  12pm  - 6pm  EST 

Place:  Winter  Island,  Salem  MA  also  many  circles  joining  in  ALL 
over  the  world! 

Cost:  Adults  $4.00,  Children  under  12  & Senior  citizens  FREE 

This  is  a nonprofit  spiritual  event,  proceeds  go  toward  the  cost 
of  the  Event:  Rent,  porta-potties,  etc...  ANY  profits  will  be  donated  in 
full  to  Navaho  children  on  one  of  the  poorest  reservations  in  this  country 
Last  year  we  came  up  short  but  still  donated  hundreds  of  T-shirts  to  the 


kids!  :)  :) 

Saturday,  Dune  22,  1996 


Grand  entry  12  noon 

Native  pow  wow  dancing:  12  & 3 

Two  gatherings  of  drums  for  Mother  Earth:  1:30  & 4:30 
On  going  instructional  workshops 
6pm  to  7pm  Clean  up 

Sunday,  Dune  23  , 1996 


Greeting  and  meditation  of  the  morning  star:  At  sunrise! 

Grand  entry:  12  noon 

Native  pow  wow  dancing:  12  & 3 

Two  gatherings  of  drums  for  Mother  Earth:  1:30  & 4:30 
6pm  to  7pm  Clean  up 

Sponsors,  participants  and  volunteers  please  contact: 

Gil  Tarbox  at  (617)  598-4321  or  fax:  (617)  581-6060 
You  can  reach  us  by  e-mail  at : ccstar@tiac . net 

VISIT  OUR  NEW  WEBSITE!  http://www.tiac.net/users/ccstar 
We  will  have  lots  of  neat  pictures  from  last  years  festival  real  soon. 

NOTE:  If  you  can't  come  to  Salem  MA,  Dust  form  a circle  and  join  in  with 
us  1:30pm  and  4:30pm  Eastern  US  Time!  There  will  be  circles  joining  us 
from  all  over  the  World!  We  CAN  heal  Mother  Earth. 


From:  "Glen  WELKER"  <gwelker@mail . lmi . org> 

Sub j : Pow-wow  Help  Needed  (fyi  - Glenn) 

The  United  American  Indians  of  Delaware  Valley  (U.A.I.D.V. ) 1 s 22 
Annual  Pow  Wow  is  coming  up  August  2,  3 and  4 at  Belmont  Plateau,  Belmont 
Mansion  Drive  and  Belmont  Ave.  in  Fairmont  Park  in  Philadelphia. 

THIS  IS  A COMPETITION  POW  WOW  WITH  $8,000.00  IN  PRIZE  MONEY!!! 

We  disparately  need  donations  of  everything;  food  for  the  dancers  and 
volunteers,  lumber  for  the  drummers'  shelters  (and  signs  which  I've  been 
asked  to  paint  as  a part  of  the  advertising),  paper  products,  liquid 
refreshments.  . .the  works!!!  AND  OF  COURSE,  MOST  OF  ALL,  MONEY.  . . 
for  advertising  and  just  about  anything  else  you  can  think  of. 

We've  managed  to  acquire  the  Tlalcopan  Aztec  Dancers  (and  that  probably 
because  they  are  performing  at  the  Rankokus  Reservation  over  in  New 
Dersey)  and  we  are  attempting  to  contact  a few  corporations  to  help  sponsor 
us,  but  since  we've  only  got  about  two  months  and  about  ten/twelve  people 
attempting  to  pull  this  off.  . .WE  NEED  HELP!!! 

We  are  located  at  225  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19106.  Our 
telephone  number  is  (215)  574-9020.  Contact  Michelle  Leonard,  Executive 
Director . 

If  you  could  see  your  way  to  help  us,  point  us  in  the  right  direction, 
or  at  the  right  people,  we  would  really  appreciate  it.  . .and  I would 
make  sure  that  you  and  yours  would  get  the  credit  you  deserve. 

Any  major  corporate  sponsors  will  be  able  to  hang  their  company  banners 
and  logos  on  our  perimeter  fence  and  advertise  in  our  Program  Book. 

We  would  also  like  to  host  any  groups:  Girl/Boy  Scouts,  Rangers, 
Church/School,  etc.  at  discount  prices. 

You  can  also  e-mail  me  with  questions  and  suggestions:  temp@prep.net 
Mi  Gwetch!  (Thank  You!)  - Anishnaabe 
Ralph 


From:  ecrowley@ci. Shrewsbury. ma. us  (Edward  Crowley) 

Sub j : Hassanamisco  Pow-wow  (Grafton,  Massachusetts,  28  Duly) 
Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture. native, alt . native 

Hassanamisco  POW-WOW 
Duly  28,  1996 

43  Annual  Native  American  Indian  Fair 
Held  at  80  Brigham  Hill  Rd. 


Grafton,  Mass. 

For  information  call  Ron  § (508)393-2080 

or  after  3:00PM  Chief  Natachaman  § (508)393-8860 
Native  American  crafts  for  sale. 

Traders  & Craftsmen,  Jewelry,  Art, 

Knives,  Furs,  Blankets,  Food,  etc. 

Donation  : Adults  - $2.00,  Children  .75 
Parking  at  the  Lions  Club 
No  drugs  or  alcohol 

Sunday  - Duly  28 

- Gates  open  at  10  AM 

- Opening  Ceremonial  2 PM 

Native  American  Drumming  And  Dancing 
Closing  Ceremony 

I will  see  you  there,  stop  and  say  hello. 

Hope  to  see  everyone. 

Wanishi 
Black  Wolf 

+ + 

From:  American  Indian  Movement  <aimca@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : PRAYER  FOR  PELTIER 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Dune  21st  is  World  Prayer  Day.  The  American  Indian  Movement 
of  California  will  be  holding  a prayer  Vigil  at  8j00  A.M.  at 
Dolores  Park,  in  San  Francisco,  California  for  Leonard  Peltier 
and  World  Peace. 

The  Vigil  will  coincide  with  the  ceremony  conducted  by  Arvol 
Looking  Horse,  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  Pipe  at  the  same  time  in 
Montana.  Its  time  we  heal  the  sacred  hoop  and  bring  everyone 
together . 

For  those  interested  contact  the  American  Indian  Movement  at 
(415)  386-4373 


Date:  Sun  Dun  02,  1996 
From:  allie.cat@genie.com 
genie  email 

NATIVE  AUTHORS  FIRST  BOOK  AWARD  FOR  FICTION 

Native  Writers  Circle  of  the  Americas 

c/o  Native  American  Studies 

University  of  Oklahoma 

455  West  Lindsey,  Room  804 

Norman,  OK  73019-0535 

(405)  325-2312 

To  recognize  and  reward  outstanding  unpublished  works  of  fiction.  This 
award  is  open  to  Native  Americans  of  American  Indian,  Aleut,  Inuit,  or 
Metis  ancestry  who  have  not  yet  published  a work  of  fiction.. 

They  may  submit  at  least  100  pages  of  short  stories,  a novella,  or  a novel 
The  prize  is  $500.  The  prize  is  given  annually.  The  winning  manuscript 
may  be  published  by  Greenfield  Review  Press  (a  sponsor  of  the  award). 
Deadline  April. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Walter  Bresette  via  Andrea  Lord,  Art  Nave  via  Marvin  & Linda  Summerfield, 
Rena  Murillo  and  Roy  Steevensz  via  David  Yarrow,  Brooke  Craig,  Chris  Milda 
Thomas  F.  Tarbet  via  David  Yarrow,  Jordan  Dill,  Janet  Smith,  Debra  Sanders 
Running  Waters,  I.G.  Gauvreau  via  S.  O'donnel,  Stephen  Kishewitsch, 


David  Burlingame,  International  Indian  Treaty  Council,  Scott  Crawford, 
Steve  Russell  via  Dohn  King,  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  6 Dune  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

From:  dpsquigg@acs.eku.edu 

Sub j : Dourney  Back  to  the  Heart  Pow  Wow  (Richmond,  KY,  11-13  October) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Dourney  Back  to  the  Heart  Pow  Wow 
Irvine  McDowell  Parkm,  Richmond,  Kentucky 
October  11,  12,  & 13,  1996 
For  more  Info,  contact  Neil  Wright 
(606)  622-1478 

Vendors,  contact  Danet  Quigg 
(606)  622-1063 
dpsquigg@acs.eku . edu 


Original  Sender:  woodowl@aol.com 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

From  the  Leonard  Peltier  Home  Page: 
http: //www. unicom.net/peltier/press .html 

Press  Releases  and  Updates  concerning  Leonard  Peltier 
HELP  US  TO  SECURE  DUSTICE  FOR  AN  INNOCENT  MAN. 


Update:  5/30/96  LEONARD  PELTIER  FREEDOM  FORUM  III 

Speakers  & performers  for  Freedom  Forum  '96 

Honorable  Warren  Allmand:  Elected  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  November, 
1965,  Mr.  Allmand  currently  serves  for  the  constituency  of 
Notre-Dame-de-Grace  as  a member  of  the  Liberal  Party.  He  is  the  standing 
Chair  on  Dustice  and  Legal  Affairs.  He  has  been  a part  of  an  ongoing 
investigation  into  the  extradition  of  Leonard  Peltier  . 

Ernie  Stevens,  Dr:  Ernie  recently  became  the  First  Vice  President  of  the 
National  Congress  of  American  Indians.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Oneida 
Tribal  Council.  He  has  been  a dear  friend  to  Leonard  for  over  two  decades. 
He  continues  to  actively  lobby  for  Tribal  support  for  executive  clemency 
and  has  assisted  in  the  lobby  in  Washington,  D.C.  as  well. 

Reverend  Desse  Dackson:  Over  the  past  three  decades.  Rev.  Dackson  has 
played  a major  role  in  movements  for  empowerment,  peace,  civil  rights, 
gender  equality,  and  social  justice.  He  has  acted  as  an  international 
diplomat  and  was  the  first  American  to  bring  hostages  out  of  Kuwait  and 
Iraq  in  1990.  He  joined  the  Freedom  Forum  in  1995,  delivering  one  of  the 
days  most  dynamic  speeches.  We  are  honored  to  have  his  support. 

Harvey  Arden:  Author  of  a series  of  books  on  indigenous  wisdom  including 
Noble  Red  Man  (with  Mathew  King),  Wisdomkeepers,  Dreamkeepers,  and  Travels 
in  a Stone  Canoe,  Harvey  is  also  the  co-director  of  the  Wisdomkeepers 
Project.  He  has  23  years  experience  as  a writer  for  National  Geographic. 

David  Hill:  David  is  a member  of  the  Choctaw  Nation.  He  is  a former 
National  Coordinator  for  the  LPDC,  is  currently  one  of  our  spokespersons. 
He  continues  to  be  a member  of  AIM.  He  is  the  organizer  of  many  Rides,  the 
most  recent  being  the  Spiritual  Ride  for  Dustice  which  begins  Dune  1 at 
Plymouth  Rock  and  journeys  to  Atlanta,  GA. 


Diane  Martin:  Canadian  attorney  and  Professor  of  Law  at  Osgood  University, 
Diane  Martin  has  worked  on  the  Peltier  case  for  years.  She  will  be  acting 
as  a member  of  the  delegation  meeting  with  members  of  the  United  States 
government  as  a result  of  investigations  into  the  extradition  of  Leonard 
Peltier.  In  1992,  Diane  spoke  for  many  members  of  Parliament  during  an 
appeal  before  the  Eighth  Circuit  Court  in  St.  Paul,  MN. 

Edgar  Bear  Runner:  A traditional  Lakota  and  resident  of  Pine  Ridge,  Edgar 
has  been  busy  making  a film  to  document  the  people  of  Pine  Ridge  as  they 
request  that  President  Clinton  grant  executive  clemency  to  Leonard.  Edgar 
was  instrumental  in  helping  those  at  the  Dumping  Bull  property  escape  on 
Dune  26th,  1975.  He  remains  an  activist  today. 

Attorney  Ramsey  Clark:  Currently  among  Leonard's  lead  attorneys,  Ramsey 
is  a former  United  States  Attorney  General  (under  President  Dohnson) . 

Ramsey  has  been  a leader  of  our  legal  team  since  1992.  Interestingly, 
his  father  was  a Supreme  Court  Dustice.  As  a lifetime  human  rights 
advocate  , he  often  travels  the  world,  going  where  he  feels  he  is  most 
needed.  He  is  dedicated  to  social  and  economic  equity. 

Attorney  Carl  Nadler:  Carl  has  been  involved  in  the  legal  struggles  of 
indigenous  people  for  over  two  decades.  He  was  a member  of  the  Wounded  Knee 
Legal  Offense/Defense  Committee  from  1973-1976.  He  also  worked  as  a 
paralegal  on  both  the  Butler/Robideau  and  the  Peltier  trials.  He  is 
currently  employed  by  Denner  and  Block  and  works  as  one  of  our  lead 
attorneys . 

Peter  Matthiessen:  The  author  of  many  award  winning  books,  Peter  is  best 
known  among  the  Peltier  network  for  In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse,  which  is 
often  referred  to  as  "the  bible  of  the  case".  This  important  book  was  kept 
off  bookstore  shelves  for  eight  years  pending  a lawsuit  by  the  FBI.  The 
lawsuit  was  eventually  dismissed  and  the  book  rereleased. 

Carlos  Salinas:  Carlos  is  a member  of  the  Amnesty  International  office  in 
Washington,  D.C.  This  will  be  the  third  time  that  Carlos  will  be  joining  us 
in  our  call  to  the  President  to  grant  executive  clemency  to  Leonard 
Peltier. 

David  Dellinger:  Life-long  activist  David  Dellinger  was  a member  of  the 
Chicago  Eight.  He  is  also  the  author  of  From  Yale  to  Dail.  He  has  been  a 
supporter  of  the  Peltier  case  for  many  years  and  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  the  Fast  for  Dustice  and  the  Civil  Disobedience  campaigns. 

Dim  Silk:  Director  of  Robert  F.  Kennedy  Memorial  Center  for  Human  Rights, 
an  organization  established  in  1988  to  support  and  enhance  work  for  human 
rights  and  promote  respect  for  human  rights  in  other  countries.  During  our 
last  Freedom  Forum,  Dim  submitted  a strong  letter  of  support  for  justice  in 
the  form  of  clemency. 

George  Sullivan:  George  is  the  author  of  numerous  educational  books  for 
children  and  young  adults.  He  is  currently  working  on  a project  for 
Scholastic  Books  entitled  When  Dustice  Failed.  One  of  the  book's  chapters 
is  being  devoted  to  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier. 

Dottie  Tiger:  Dottie  is  the  Intern  Coordinator  for  the  WINS  Program  at  the 
American  University,  a program  which  offers  internships  to  Native  students. 
She  is  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Nation  and  has  twenty  years  in  government 
service. 


Freedom  Forum  III 
Washington,  D.C. 

Phone  Numbers: 

Airlines : 

Baltimore-Washington . . 

Dulles  International.. 

Washington  National... 

Airlines  Ticket  Office 

Railroads  & Bus  Lines: 

Amtrak 800-523-8720 

Union  Station 202-371-9441 

Conrail 202-789-5885 

Greyhound/Trailways 301-565-2662 

Metro  Bus  & Rail 202-637-7000 


301-261-10  00 

703-471-7596 

.703-685-8003 
703-522-2286 


Taxicab  Companies: 

Airport  Limousine 703-685-1400 

Barwood 202-829-4222 

Capital 202-546-2400 

Diamond 202-387-6200 

Yellow 202-544-1212 

Hotels : 

Allen-Lee 2224  F Street  NW,  202-331-1224 

single  w/  bath-45. 57,  double  -$56.87 
$35.40  single  w/o  private  bath 

Econo  Lodge 8849  Richmond  Hwy 

Alexandria,  VA,  800-768-0300 
$50.00  includes  continental  breakfast 
Holiday  Inn  Express .. 11787  Lee  Dackson  Hwy 
Fairfax,  VA,  $68.00  — 11  miles  from  downtown 

Camping: 

Aquia  Pines  Campgroud 540-659-3447,  shuttle 

service  to  the  Smithsonian,,  showers, 

heated  pool,  mini-golf  , $5.00  per  night  per  person 

30  miles  So.  of  D.C. 

This  is  a nonviolent,  drug  & alcohol  free  event. 

Anyone  caught  in  possession  of  illegal  substances 
or  provoking  violence  will  be  ejected  from  the  premises. 


Write  to  LPDC,  Box  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044  for  information  about  the  LPDC 
newsletter,  which  covers  this  case  and  other  important  issues  regarding 
Native  rights,  prison  reform,  indigenous  events,  and  political  prisoners. 


Original  Sender:  woodowl@aol.com 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

> From  the  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  home  page: 
http: //www. lpsg-co.org/lobby.html 

THIS  IS  A DIRECT  CALL  TO  ACTION 
loin  Us  in  WASHINGTON  D.C. 

Dune  26th-27th-28th, 1996 

YOU  CAN  HELP  - FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER  - PLEASE  ATTEND 
Wednesday,  Dune  26th  - Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Forum 
International  Educational  Forum 

American  University  - 4400  Massachusetts  Ave.,  NW 
Ward  Circle  Building  #1 
11  AM  to  6:00  PM 

SPEAKERS  - FILM  - MUSIC  - PELTIER  ARTWORK 

WARREN  ALLMAND  - Member,  Canadian  Parliament 

RAMSEY  CLARK  - Peltier  Attorney  - Former  U.S.  Attorney  General 

PETER  WORTHINGTON  - Canadian  Dournalist  - Toronto  Sun 

PETER  MATTHEISSEN  - Author  _In  The  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse_ 

See  the  new  documentary  on  Leonard  Peltier,  produced  by  Australian 
Broadcasting  Company 

Thursday,  Dune  27th  - Rally/Lobby  Congress 
International  Freedom  Rally 
The  United  States  Capitol  Building 

1st  Street  between  Constitution  and  Independence  Avenues 
8:00  AM  to  12:00  Noon 

Members  of  Congress  will  pass  by  us  on  their  way  to  work 
Congressional  information  meeting  - Room  HC5  - 9:00  AM  to  11:00  AM 
Press  Conference  and  Signing  of  new  letter  of  support  11:00  AM  - 12:00  Noon 
How  You  Can  Help  Us  Lobby  - Informational  Meeting  12:00  Noon  - 1:00  PM 
We  will  lobby  Congress  - 1:00  to  end  of  day. 

Friday  Dune  28th  - Lobby  Congress/Foreign  Diplomats 
Lobby  Congress  for  Leonard  Peltier 


FOR  ADDITIONAL  DETAILS:  LPDC-KS, (913)842-5774  - LPFC-D.C. (202)783-2512 

"RE ; Urgent:  Keweenaw  Bay  Chippewa"  

Date:  Sat,  1 Dun  96  12:38:41  MDT 

From:  andrea@scicom.alphacdc.com  (Andrea  Lord) 

Sub j : KB  CHIPPEWA  BAND  NEEDS  SUPPORT 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

URGENT  ...  FOR  IMMEDIATE  ACTION 

FROM:  Walter  Bresette.  Midwest  Treaty  Network/Witness  for  Non-Violence 

TO:  Anishnaabe  and  Anishanaabe  supporters 

Dune  1,  1996  12  PM  CDT 

I have  just  received  an  urgent  appeal  for  physical  and  spiritual  support 
from  Anishnaabe  members  including  women  and  children  who  are  hold-up  in 
a Catholic  church  on  the  Keweenaw  Bay  Reservation  in  Upper  Peninsula  of 
Michigan,  where  they  currently  have  sanctuary.  Many  of  these  people  have 
been  occupying  the  sanctuary  since  last  August  in  a dispute  over  Tribal 
enrollment  policies  of  the  KB  Chippewa  Band. 

The  request  from  inside  the  sanctuary  was  for  as  many  people  as  possible 
to  join  them  immediately. 

They  fear  an  imminent  violent  police/government  action  against  them.  This 
is  an  imminent  threat.  Their  fear  stems  from  actions  taken  by  the  police 
on  Wednesday,  May  29th  when  they  were  subjected  to  a tear  gas  assault  by 
riot  equipped  officers.  The  police  action  was  conducted  by  a force  that  is 
only  scheduled  to  be  there  for  one  week.  Therefore  those  inside  anticipate 
additional  action  is  imminent. 

For  those  previously  involved  in  witness  for  non-violence  work,  your 
presence  is  urgently  needed.  For  all  others  who  seek  a peaceful,  fair  and 
just  resolution  by  this  Anishnaabe  community  your  presence  is  needed.  An 
additional  request  for  spiritual  leaders  to  either  go  to  Keweenaw  Bay 
or  offer  their  own  prayers  of  concern  has  also  been  made. 

For  additional  information  contact:  the  sanctuary  post  at  Keweenaw  Bay 
906-353-6836  Charles  Lonefoot 

Additional  comments  of  support  ot  concern  can  be  faxed  to  906-353-6800  or 
emailed  to  Dhascall@up.net 

PLEASE  REDISTRIBUTE  THIS  COMMUNIQUE'  WITHIN  YOUR  NETWORK  AND  FEEL  FREE  TO 
PLACE  IT  ON  THE  INTERNET. 

"RE;  Gustafsen  Lake  Dury  Selection"  

Date:  Tue,  4 Dun  1996  08:37:34  -0600 
From:  odonnels@ccmail . dcu . ie 

Sub j : Dury  Selection  Begins-Gustafsen  Lake  Defenders 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Author:  Gwethalyn  Gauvreau  <gauvreau@unixg. ubc . ca> 

Date:  30/05/96  06:53 

Dury  Selection  Begins  in  Gustafsen  Lake  ’Standoff'  Trial. 

The  long  process  of  picking  jurors  for  the  trial  of  the  Sundancers  involved 
in  the  Gustafsen  Lake  'standoff'  begins  Saturday,  Dune  1 and  continues  for 
six  days  a week  until  the  whole  jury  is  chosen.  Both  the  Defense  and  the 
Crown  have  extensive  rights  to  question  and  dismiss  jurors  they  find 
questionable.  One  of  the  main  concerns  is  in  finding  people  who  have  not 
been  prejudiced  by  the  inaccurate  and  slanted  media  coverage  that  took  place 
during  the  'standoff.'  Because  the  media  coverage  was  extensive  and 
demonized  the  Defenders,  it  is  a real  concern  that  jurors  be  questioned 
closely  about  their  attitudes.  The  types  of  questions  permitted  and  the 
areas  they  addressed  are  now  under  a press  ban  to  keep  potential  jurors  from 
considering  their  answers  before  they  are  questioned  by  the  jurors.  It  has 


been  hoped  that  at  least  20%  of  the  jurors  would  be  aboriginal  people  but 
this  is  proving  a difficult  objective  as  their  are  few  aboriginal  people 
living  in  Surrey.  It  may  be  necessary  to  search  for  jurors  outside  of  the 
Surrey  area. 

Many  of  the  Defenders  have  been  in  the  Penatang  (?  I'm  not  sure  of  the 
spelling)  gathering  strength  in  ceremonies  and  sweats.  As  well,  everyone 
has  been  helping  William  Hones  Ignace's  (Honsey)  wife  Flo  on  the  farm  by 
planting  seeds.  Honesy  is  still  in  jail  charged  with  attempted  murder  but 
his  spirits  remain  high.  He  has,  in  conjunction  with  Harold  Pascal,  Glen 
Deneault  and  Bruce  Clark  just  finished  a court  action  requiring  Attorney 
General  Dosanjh  to  prove  jurisdiction.  The  Dudge  denied  the  argument  but 
two  Defenders  - Shelagh  Franklin  and  Glen  Deneault  plan  to  use  the 
jurisdiction  argument  as  their  defense.  Both  will  be  representing 
themselves  but  will  be  able  to  get  advice  from  the  four  Defense  lawyers  as 
well  as  Dr.  Bruce  Clark. 

The  Defense  lawyers  are:  George  Wool,  an  ex-RCMP  officer  who  was  in  the 
force  for  20  years;  Sheldon  Tate  who  is  very  precise  and  thorough,  Don 
Campbell  who  is  a good  original  thinker  and  Harry  Rankin  who  when  he  was  in 
the  Vancouver  City  Council  for  many  years  always  fought  tirelessly  for  the 
less  powerful.  Lawyer  George  Wool  and  his  wife  participated  in  the 
ceremonies  this  past  week  and  like  the  other  lawyers,  understands  and 
supports  the  Defenders  and  their  goals. 

The  RCMP  disclosures  not  only  contradict  their  press  releases  but  also 
indicate  that  there  is  not  much  evidence  to  support  their  charges  against 
the  Defenders.  It  is  hoped  that  the  press  ban  will  be  lifted  once  the  jury 
is  chosen  and  the  public  will  get  a chance  to  learn  the  truth  which  is  quite 
different  from  the  media  construction  architected  by  the  RCMP. 

The  Defenders  are  still  looking  for  accommodation  in  Surrey.  There  are 
several  possibilities  and  fortunately  there  is  money  for  the  rent.  They 
prefer  to  stay  together  to  make  it  easier  to  hold  ceremonies  and  to  arrange 
transportation  to  the  trial. 

Spirits  remain  high  as  the  Defenders  look  forward  to  the  truth  coming  out. 
I am  hoping  that  various  Defenders  will  write  something  for  this  list  when 
they  are  in  town. 

The  trial  is  expected  to  begin  in  mid  Dune. 

posted  by  FREEMEDIA  for  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS 
I.G.  Gauvreau 
gauvreau@unixg . ubc . ca 

"RE : Big  Mountain  Gathering  Blockaded"  

Date:  Tue,  28  May  1996  09:31:21  -0700 

From:  iitc@igc.apc.org  (International  Indian  Treaty  Council) 

Sub j : Big  Mountain  Gathering  Blockaded 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[I  am  still  hoping  that  we  can  get  a Hopi  perspective  on  this  story. 

I understand  that  material  is  now  being  collected  for  such  a presentation. 

Let  us  hope  that  it  materializes  soon  so  we  can  get  a better  understanding 

of  the  dynamics  of  this  situation  and  what  the  dispute  really  represents. 

--Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us)] 

Signed  Statement  of  Spring  Gathering,  Big  Mt.  participants  (28). 

We,  the  undersigned,  experienced  the  following  incident(s)  during  the  1996 
Spring  Gathering,  May  22-26. 

The  1996  Spring  Gathering  was  forced  by  Hopi  Tribal  authorities  to  move 
its  published  location  (Camp  Anna  Mae)  to  an  alternative  camp  1 1/2  miles 
away. 

Hopi  Tribal  Rangers  blockaded  the  main  roads  to  Camp  Anna  Mae  during  May 
22nd  -26th.  Access  to  the  alternative  camp  was  severely  restricted  as  the 
Hopi  Rangers  would  only  allow  vehicles  access  through  an  unmaintained  road 
that  traversed  the  Dinnebito  Wash.  The  police  blockade  caused  50+  cars  to 
be  turned  away  from  a spiritual  gathering  that  was  scheduled  to  take  place 
May  25th  at  Camp  Anna  Mae.  Another  effect  of  the  blockade  was  that  needed 
food  supplies  were  unable  to  reach  the  Gathering.  Participants  were  also 
repeatedly  forced  to  show  Identification  documents  to  the  Hopi  Rangers  who 


logged  the  information  in  written  form.  Participants'  vehicles  were  also 
inspected  and  information  regarding  the  vehicles  was  logged  by  Hopi 
Rangers . 

The  police  actions  led  to  an  atmosphere  of  repression  and  intimidation  that 
coerced  participants  and  residents  from  entering  and  attending  the  Spring 
Gathering.  One  particularly  abusive  incident  occurred  May  23rd  between 
9-10pm,  when  the  Hopi  Rangers  fired  9 gunshots  at  the  Gathering  camp  sign 
(posted  along  Big  Mountain  Blvd.),  hitting  it  5 times.  The  shots  were 
audible  at  the  Gathering  campsite. 

Hopi  Tribal  authorities  have  also  verbally  threatened  the  upcoming  Duly  Sun 
Dances  at  Big  Mountain. 

On  May  25th,  individuals  in  a Sweat  Lodge  Inipi  Ceremony  were  forced  to 
vacate  the  lodge  before  the  ceremony  was  finished,  because  of  a 7pm 
deadline  set  by  the  Hopi  Tribal  authorities  on  the  presence  of  non-Indian 
guests  at  Camp  Anna  Mae. 

The  presence  of  Hopi  Police  Rangers  around  the  Spiritual  Gathering 
was  intimidating  and  threatening  for  the  participants.  Police  blockades 
and  police  forces  including  black-clad  SWAT  teams  surrounded  the  camp 
constantly  throughout  the  four  days. 

The  atmosphere  created  by  the  Hopi  Tribal  Authorities  was  one  of  fear, 
intimidation,  and  repression  unlike  that  expected  within  a democratic 
system.  Both  the  residents  of  the  Black  Mesa/Big  Mountain  area  and  the 
guests  of  the  Spiritual  Gathering  felt  the  effects  of  the  above  acts  as 
violations  of  their  rights  to  the  free  exercise  of  religion  and  their 
fundamental  human  right  to  dignity  and  respect. 


Signed,  Addressed  on  May  26, 
Louis  Benally 
Mervyn  Tilden 
Vina  H. 

Dune  Nelson 
A1  H. 

Tammy  Tinhorn 

Elvira  Benally 

Robert  Douglas  Howard 

Daniel  Earl  Frey 

Walter  Brown  Watkins 

Rachel  Warns 

Michael  Turaski 

Liz  Cooley 

Amanda  Cameron 

For  more  info  contact  the  Di 

call  the  Treaty  Council  News 


1996 

Dacob  Ferguson 
Alan  Stein 
Paul  Bloom 
Daniel  Mariche 
Greg  Mack 
Heidi  Bureker 
Dordie  Scott 
Chris  Muhlenfeld 
Christa  Hines 
Suzanne  Luna 
Sarah  Goldbaum 
Brian  Fischer 
Amy  Schimp 
Guy  Lopez 

eh  Alliance  at  520-607-1449,  or 

at  520-770-9754. 


RE:  Seminole  Nation  of  Florida 


Date:  Mon,  27  May  1996  14:56:44  -0500 

From:  indnsc@web.apc.org 

Sub j : Seminole  Nation  / Florida 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  following  has  been  received  from  supporters  in  central  Canada 
and  transcribed  for  email  distribution.  An  update  is  due  shortly. 
"Next  critical  dates  are  Dune  14  and  27  - key  decisions  will  be 
made  then." 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
URGENT  30  April  1996 

TO  ALL  FIRST  NATIONS  PEOPLE: 

We  are  asked  at  this  time  to  support  the  cause  of  our  Seminole 
brothers.  The  Independent  Traditional  Seminole  Nation  is  in  need 
of  our  help. 

The  Seminole  people  made  a great  effort  to  come  and  support  us 
in  1990  and  many  times  since  then.  It  is  now  up  to  us  to  support 
them  in  their  time  of  need. 


The  Seminoles  are  one  of  the  few  remaining  Nations  to  retain 
fully  their  traditional  way  of  life.  They  are  not  living  fossils 
or  museum  exhibits.  They  are  human  beings  who  should  be  allowed  to 
live  as  they  have  always  lived,  as  we  should  also,  without  being 
dictated  to  by  any  outside  force. 

The  traditional  Seminole  village  is  not  on  a reservation  and 
traditional  houses,  called  chickies,  do  not  comply  with  the  white 
man's  building  codes.  They  have  legitimate  claim  to  5 million 
acres  of  traditional  territorial  lands  which  were  never  ceded  by 
treaty.  They  live  where  they  choose  and  the  foreign  building  codes 
should  not  apply.  Collier  County  and  the  Code  Enforcement  Board 
are  prosecuting  them  to  force  them  onto  a reservation  with  white 
man's  housing.  If  they  do  not  comply,  they  will  be  fined  $250  per 
day. 

It  is  very  important  that  people  come  together  to  help  the 
Seminole  Nation,  it  does  not  matter  what  side  of  the  fence  we  come 
from.  The  issue  is  that  once  again  Native  people  are  being 
dictated  to.  Ever  since  the  Europeans  came  to  our  land,  they  have 
been  telling  us  what  we  can  and  cannot  do.  Where  do  we  draw  the 
line?  We  are  forced  to  abandon  our  traditional  ways  and  be 
assimilated  on  these  reservations.  Even  here  we  are  not  free. 

They  and  other  Nations  should  be  allowed  to  have  the  choice  of 
where  to  live.  This  land  we  live  on  was  our  land.  We  did  not  ask 
the  white  man  to  come  to  our  birthplace.  They  have  stripped  us  of 
our  rights  to  our  land  and  to  our  culture  and  traditions.  This  is 
why  it  is  important  to  support  the  Seminole  Nation  just  like  when 
they  supported  us  in  the  1990  Oka  Crisis. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A march  will  be  held  on  May  12-13-14,  1996  from  the  Seminole 
village  to  Collier  County,  a distance  of  39  miles.  They  are  asking 
people  to  march  with  them  in  support.  For  those  people  who  are 
unable  to  come  but  would  like  to  help  in  other  capacities,  their 
support  would  be  deeply  appreciated  also.  All  donations  will  be 
used  to  help  pay  for  legal  costs  and  possible  fines. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For  more  information  or  to  give  donations,  in  Canada  contact  Frank 
Wen:iente  Tiewishaw-Poirier,  479  Ste.  Philomene,  Kanehsatake, 

Quebec  30N  1E0...  (514)479-8599  [or  Lois  Cape  (514)479-8777].  If 
you  cannot  afford  to  help  then  simply  sign  your  name,  put  your 
address  and  send  this  letter  to  the  Traditional  Seminole  Nation  of 
Florida  and  this  will  be  part  of  a petition. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Traditional  Seminole  Nation  of  Florida 
Rt.  2,  Box  19-S 
Immokalee,  Florida  33934 
(941)657-9194  [also  fax]  or  657-7338 

"RE : Indian  Sacred  Sites"  

Date:  Fri,  31  May  1996  16:13:51  -0800 
From:  davidb@spl.lib.wa.us  (David  Burlingame) 

Sub j : U.S.  Executive  Order:  Indian  Sacred  Sites 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I pulled  this  from  FedWorld  at 

ftp : //ftp.fedworld . gov/pub/w- house/0525 -7 .txt 

enjoy ! 

All  My  Relations,  dAVe 
CIT/CIPC 

96-05-24  Executive  Order  on  Protection  of  Indian  Sacred  Sites  Keywords 
Culture,  Environment,  Executive-Act,  Executive-Order,  Government, 
Organization,  Resource-Management,  Social  Document-Id: 
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THE  WHITE  HOUSE  Office  of  the  Press  Secretary 
For  Immediate  Release 
May  24,  1996 

EXECUTIVE  ORDER  INDIAN  SACRED  SITES 

By  the  authority  vested  in  me  as  President  by  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  in  furtherance  of  Federal  treaties,  and  in 
order  to  protect  and  preserve  Indian  religious  practices,  it  is  hereby 
ordered : 

Section  1.  Accommodation  of  Sacred  Sites,  (a)  In  managing  Federal  lands, 
each  executive  branch  agency  with  statutory  or  administrative 
responsibility  for  the  management  of  Federal  lands  shall,  to  the  extent 
practicable,  permitted  by  law,  and  not  clearly  inconsistent  with  essential 
agency  functions,  (1)  accommodate  access  to  and  ceremonial  use  of  Indian 
sacred  sites  by  Indian  religious  practitioners  and  (2)  avoid  adversely 
affecting  the  physical  integrity  of  such  sacred  sites.  Where  appropriate, 
agencies  shall  maintain  the  confidentiality  of  sacred  sites. 

(b)  For  purposes  of  this  order: 

(i)  "Federal  lands"  means  any  land  or  interests  in  land  owned  by  the 
United  States,  including  leasehold  interests  held  by  the  United  States, 
except  Indian  trust  lands; 

(ii)  "Indian  tribe"  means  an  Indian  or  Alaska  Native  tribe,  band,  nation, 
pueblo,  village,  or  community  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
acknowledges  to  exist  as  an  Indian  tribe  pursuant  to  Public  Law  No. 

103-454,  108  Stat.  4791,  and  "Indian"  refers  to  a member  of  such  an 
Indian  tribe;  and 

(iii)  "Sacred  site"  means  any  specific,  discrete,  narrowly  delineated 
location  on  Federal  land  that  is  identified  by  an  Indian  tribe,  or  Indian 
individual  determined  to  be  an  appropriately  authoritative  representative 
of  an  Indian  religion,  as  sacred  by  virtue  of  its  established  religious 
significance  to,  or  ceremonial  use  by,  an  Indian  religion;  provided  that 
the  tribe  or  appropriately  authoritative  representative  of  an  Indian 
religion  has  informed  the  agency  of  the  existence  of  such  a site. 

Sec.  2.  Procedures,  (a)  Each  executive  branch  agency  with  statutory  or 
administrative  responsibility  for  the  management  of  Federal  lands  shall, 
as  appropriate,  promptly  implement  procedures  for  the  purposes  of  carrying 
out  the  provisions  of  section  1 of  this  order,  including,  where 
practicable  and  appropriate,  procedures  to  ensure  reasonable  notice  is 
provided  of  proposed  actions  or  land  management  policies  that  may  restrict 
future  access  to  or  ceremonial  use  of,  or  adversely  affect  the  physical 
integrity  of,  sacred  sites.  In  all  actions  pursuant  to  this  section, 
agencies  shall  comply  with  the  Executive  memorandum  of  April  29,  1994, 
"Government-to-Government  Relations  with  Native  American  Tribal 
Governments . " 

(b)  Within  1 year  of  the  effective  date  of  this  order,  the  head  of  each 
executive  branch  agency  with  statutory  or  administrative  responsibility 
for  the  management  of  Federal  lands  shall  report  to  the  President,  through 
the  Assistant  to  the  President  for  Domestic  Policy,  on  the  implementation 
of  this  order.  Such  reports  shall  address,  among  other  things,  (i)  any 
changes  necessary  to  accommodate  access  to  and  ceremonial  use  of  Indian 
sacred  sites;  (ii)  any  changes  necessary  to  avoid  adversely  affecting  the 
physical  integrity  of  Indian  sacred  sites;  and  (iii)  procedures 
implemented  or  proposed  to  facilitate  consultation  with  appropriate  Indian 
tribes  and  religious  leaders  and  the  expeditious  resolution  of  disputes 
relating  to  agency  action  on  Federal  lands  that  may  adversely  affect 
access  to,  ceremonial  use  of,  or  the  physical  integrity  of  sacred  sites. 

Sec.  3.  Nothing  in  this  order  shall  be  construed  to  require  a taking  of 
vested  property  interests.  Nor  shall  this  order  be  construed  to  impair 
enforceable  rights  to  use  of  Federal  lands  that  have  been  granted  to  third 
parties  through  final  agency  action.  For  purposes  of  this  order,  "agency 
action"  has  the  same  meaning  as  in  the  Administrative  Procedure  Act  (5 
U.S.C.  551(13)). 

Sec.  4.  This  order  is  intended  only  to  improve  the  internal  management  of 
the  executive  branch  and  is  not  intended  to,  nor  does  it,  create  any 


right,  benefit,  or  trust  responsibility,  substantive  or  procedural, 
enforceable  at  law  or  equity  by  any  party  against  the  United  States,  its 
agencies,  officers,  or  any  person. 

WILLIAM  J.  CLINTON 
THE  WHITE  HOUSE, 

May  24,  1996. 

"RE : A Thought  on  the  Executive  Order"  

Date:  03  HUN  96  09:19AM 

From:  "KING,30HN"  <john . king@draco . dhs . state . tx. us> 

Sub j : EXEC.  ORDER-  INDIAN  SACRED 

Gary; 

A thoughtful  comment  from  Dudge  Steve  Russell, 
lohn 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

From:  "Stephen  W.  Russell"  <srussell@lonestar . jpl . utsa . edu> 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

For  those  who  are  weighing  out  practical  effect  v.  election  year  stunt 
re:  the  E.O.  David  Burlingame  posted,  I notice  that  it  took  Texas  Indians 
off  a big  hook  re  the  Leon  River  Medicine  Wheel,  which  is  on  federal  land 
but  was  recently  the  subject  of  an  archaeological  report  that  seemed  to 
foreclose  listing  on  the  Nat'l  Register.  The  evidence  was  admittedly 
inconclusive,  but  the  diggers  chose  the  interpretation  that  a group  of 
Native  GIs  enlisted  in  WWII  on  the  buddy  system  may  have  created  it  to 
purify  themselves  for  combat.  Of  course,  it  matters  not  to  Indians  who 
worship  there  today  whether  the  vision  of  the  Wheel  came  in  the  1940s  or 
the  1840s,  Plains  elders  William  Tallbull  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Haman  Wise 
of  the  Shoshone,  among  others,  certified  it  to  be  authentic. 

Anyway,  as  long  as  the  Clinton  E.O.  stands,  the  Wheel  is  safe. 

Steve  Russell 

"RE;  sisters  in  Prison  for  Women"  

Date:  Fri,  31  May  1996  02:01:17  -0400 

From:  stevek@web.apc.org  (Stephen  Kishewitsch) 

Sub j : Sisters  in  Prison  for  Women:  Wanda's  talk 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

In  April  1994  some  violence,  involving  6 women  inmates  and  some  of  the 
staff  happened  at  the  Prison  for  Women  (P4W)  in  Kingston,  Ontario,  Canada, 
which  Canadian  readers  of  this  at  least  will  be  familiar  with.  They  were 
far  from  the  only  violent  events  to  ever  occur  there,  but  the  strip  search 
of  8 women  inmates  by  a male  enforcement  squad,  subsequent  body  cavity 
search,  and  holding  of  the  women  in  segregation  for  up  to  nine  months,  with 
use  of  shackles,  were  enough  to  draw  public  attention  and  ultimately  an 
investigatory  commission,  whose  report  came  out  in  April  of  this  year. 

In  her  report  Commissioner  Louise  Arbour  called  P4W  "...  an  old  fashioned, 
dysfunctional  labyrinth  of  claustrophobic  and  inadequate  spaces  . . . 
inadequate  for  living,  working,  eating,  programming,  recreation,  and 
administration."  Part  of  the  results  of  that  inadequacy,  at  the  prison  and 
in  the  criminal  system  generally,  were  the  suicides  of  several  women,  most 
of  them  Native. 

On  March  14  Councillor  Wanda  Whitebird  spoke  at  First  Nations  House  in 
Toronto,  Canada  on  the  subject  of  those  events,  the  suicides,  and  the 
conditions  that  led  to  them.  A notice  was  posted  to  this  list  at  the  time 
advertising  the  fact,  under  the  subject  heading  "Send  greetings  to  sisters 
in  prison,"  with  a promise  to  upload  the  transcript  of  her  talk  shortly 


thereafter.  The  following  is  that  transcript.  Apologies  for  the  delay; 

Wanda  has  been  very  busy  and  it's  taken  this  long  to  get  her  approval  of 
the  text. 

+++++++ 

When  I was  asked  to  come  here,  they  asked  if  I could  speak  on  behalf  of 
the  sisterhood.  I don't  think  anybody  could  talk  on  behalf  of  the  sisterhood 
except  the  sisterhood,  but  what  I can  do  is  carry  a message  from  them.  As 
Aboriginal  people,  we've  been  silenced  for  a very  long  time,  and  never 
allowed  to  speak,  so  I would  not  want  to  take  away  the  voice  of  those  women 
and  replace  it  with  my  own. 

I have  not  spent  any  time  in  prison  [as  an  inmate;  Wanda  worked  as  a 
councillor  at  Prison  for  Women  for  three  years],  although  I have  very  close 
friends  who  have  been  in  prison,  and  died  in  prison. 

I was  asked  yesterday  if  I was  surprised  at  the  incident  that  happened  two 
years  ago  in  P4W.  No,  I wasn't  surprised,  that  wasn't  the  first  time  that's 
happened,  and  its  certainly  not  going  to  be  the  last  time. 

My  work  at  Prison  for  Women  - while  I was  there,  four  women  committed 
suicide.  There  were  six  all  together.  And  because  I was  aboriginal 
councillor,  I was  the  one  who  notified  their  families.  Those  people  who  die 
in  prison  have  families;  they  have  mothers  and  brothers  and  sisters  and 
aunts.  Our  society  likes  to  lock  away  the  ugliness  and  those  marginal 
people,  rather  than  take  responsibility  for  them.  And  so  we  blame  the 
victims  for  their  own  victimization. 

The  first  one  - I wasn't  working  there  yet  - was  Sandy  Sayres.  She  was  a 
beautiful  young  women  who  was  doing  time  on  a provincial  sentence,  which 
meant  we  shouldn't  even  have  been  there.  She  was  sentenced  to  two  years 
less  a day,  but  they  figured  they  couldn't  handle  her  in  Saskatchewan,  so 
they  sent  her  to  P4W.  She  was  26  when  she  got  there.  She  never  left.  That 
was  Oct.  1. 

In  February  I was  in  Kingston  at  a liaison  conference.  There  was  another 
woman  there  by  the  name  of  Marie  Ladew,  who  committed  suicide  in  what  we 
call  the  Little  House,  a house  inside  the  prison.  Her  dad  was  visiting  her 
inside  the  little  house,  and  it  was  her  father  that  found  her,  hanging  in 
the  basement.  She  was  soon  to  be  released,  I think  she  had  five  months 
left. 

I went  to  work  there  in  May.  On  Sept.  15,  a young  woman  also  from 
Saskatchewan,  also  Native  but  adopted  to  a non-Native  family,  she  was 
serving  a five-year  sentence  for  manslaughter,  I think.  She  had  been  abused 
all  her  life.  I spoke  with  her  adoptive  mom  on  a Friday.  We  were  planning 
her  discharge,  because  she  was  going  back  to  Vancouver.  On  Saturday  night  I 
got  a phone  call  that  she  had  committed  suicide.  The  toughest  thing  was  to 
phone  her  mom,  because  I had  made  a promise  that  I would  keep  Corinne  safe. 

In  November  15  another  woman  attempted  suicide.  Her  name  was  lohnny.  Her 
attempt  was  a little  unsuccessful,  she  put  herself  in  a coma  and  it  was  two 
years  before  she  died.  So  P4W  consider  that  she  didn't  die  in  prison,  and 
she's  not  a statistic. 

The  fifth  woman  - actually  she  was  the  first,  but  because  she  didn't  die  in 
prison  she  isn't  part  of  the  official  statistics  - was  a woman  who  died  on 
the  street.  Her  name  was  Pat  Bear.  She  was  released  from  prison  into 
Kingston.  She  wasn't  from  there.  And  because  she  was  on  what  they  call 
warrant  expiry,  which  means  she  no  longer  had  a sentence  and  she  was  no 
longer  a responsibility  of  Correctional  Services  of  Canada.  Because  she 
wasn't  a resident  of  Kingston,  she  wasn't  a Kingston  responsibility  either. 

Patty  phoned  where  I was  working  in  Toronto,  and  said  she  wanted  to  go 
home.  We  were  looking  for  money  to  send  her  home  to  her  reserve.  That  night 
in  the  park  in  Kingston  she  hung  herself  with  her  shoelaces  in  a tree,  and 
the  next  day  her  mom  phoned  to  say  they  had  the  money  to  bring  her  home. 

The  last  one  - in  December  of  that  same  year,  I took  Lorna  home  to  British 
Columbia,  to  a funeral  of  her  brother's  who'd  hung  himself  in  a prison  in 
BC.  February  4 of  the  following  year,  Lorna  committed  suicide  in  P4W. 

Lorna  died  on  the  4th  of  February,  and  the  riot  happened  on  the  6th  of 
February  [1994],  and  there  was  a lockdown.  I don't  blame  them  for  losing 
it,  if  there  were  so  many  suicides. 

lust  recently,  there's  been  another  suicide  at  P4W,  this  one  a non-Native 
woman.  She  died  3 weeks  ago.  Nothing's  been  made  of  it.  This  woman  hung 


herself  in  what's  called  the  Wing  Area,  and  this  is  supposed  to  be  a 
minimum  security,  happy  place.  And  this  is  supposed  to  be  a happy  time  for 
the  women,  because  the  prison  is  closing  and  now  we  have  five  prisons 
across  Canada  to  send  them  to,  and  now  they're  going  to  be  closer  to  home. 

Well,  your  home  base  is  not  where  you're  from.  Your  home  base  is  where  you 
were  convicted  of  the  crime.  So  if  you  were  convicted  in  BC  then  you're 
considered  a BC  inmate.  You  could  be  from  Nova  Scotia.  So  they're  going  to 
send  the  women  back  to  the  jurisdictions  where  they  committed  their  crimes. 
Yeah,  some  of  them  committed  their  crimes  at  home.  And  how  many  people  want 
convicted  murderers  back  in  their  communities?  They  don't.  So  they've  made 
homes  here.  They  don't  want  to  go  home. 

It  doesn't  solve  the  problem  to  build  new  prisons. 

They've  opened  up  a place  they  call  the  Native  Healing  Lodge  in  Maple 
Creek,  Saskatchewan.  Our  vision  - the  women's  vision  - for  a healing  lodge 
was  not  a prison.  It  was  a place  that  the  women  could  go  to  heal,  to  be 
real . 

Correctional  Services  Canada  [CSC]  told  us  that  all  the  Native  women  who 
wanted  to  could  go  there.  The  reality  is,  they  have  to  be  minimum  security 
to  go  to  this  prison.  And  if  you  look  at  statistics,  there's  not  an 
Aboriginal  woman  in  Canada  who  has  a minimum  security  status.  One  of  the 
reasons  they're  not  minimum  security  is  they  had  to  fight  for  their 
feathers,  for  their  drums.  So  because  they're  very  radical,  and  they  stand 
up  for  what  they  believe  in,  and  they're  warriors,  they  don't  conform. 

There  are  some  who  have  gained  medium  security,  and  I think  two  of  them  are 
in  the  'Native  Healing  Lodge'  - until  recently  they  didn't  take  any  from 
P4W . 

The  'Native  Healing  Lodge'  has  a warden,  but  they're  to  call  her  Mother. 

In  my  culture  a mother  is  someone  who  is  loving  and  healing  and  caring.  I'm 
not  going  to  call  any  prison  warden  Mother. 

And  they're  to  call  the  guards  Auntie.  And  if  they  don't  call  the  guards 
Auntie,  they  get  charged. 

And  so  because  they  reject  that  concept,  they  aren't  healed  enough  to  go. 

They've  shaken  up  Prison  for  Women,  and  all  the  people  who  worked  there 
when  I was  there  are  gone.  I went  anywhere  in  that  prison.  I don't  think 
there's  anyone  who  had  the  security  clearance  I did.  Can't  do  it  now, 
because  the  people  who  allowed  those  things  to  happen,  because  they  cared, 
are  gone.  They  would  override  the  guards  on  certain  issues.  Security  hated 
me.  In  other  prisons,  they  control  the  prison,  and  if  they  don't  like  me, 
then  I can't  get  in. 

The  riot  that  happened  April  22  happened  during  a sweat  lodge  ceremony.  And 
I'll  say  for  the  warden  who  was  there,  she  had  enough  respect  for  us  - I 
mean  here's  the  riot  going  on,  you  can  hear  the  riot  squad  coming  in  and 
screaming,  and  the  sweat  went  ahead.  Because  we  had  already  put  the  rocks 
on,  and  once  you  put  those  rocks  on,  it  means  somebody  has  to  use  them.  You 
can't  just  tell  them  you're  going  to  go  away  now.  I don't  think  there  was  a 
prison  in  Canada  that  would  have  allowed  that  sweat  to  go  through.  But  that 
warden  had  enough  courage  to  stand  up  to  Security  - I was  standing  there. 

They  said  no,  she  said  yes.  They  said  no,  she  said  who  runs  this  prison?  So 
the  sweat  went  ahead.  So  as  the  women  were  being  dragged  out  by  the  goon 
squad  the  sweat  was  going  on  at  the  other  end  of  the  prison. 

They  have  a new  warden  there  now,  one  who  will  toe  the  line,  as  far  as  I'm 
concerned.  I don't  have  any  love  for  wardens  at  all,  but  for  the  warden  who 
was  there  I do  have,  because  we  were  able  to  accomplish  a lot.  Because  she 
had  a lot  of  respect,  and  the  guts  to  fight  the  system.  And  she  takes  the 
heat  for  what  happened  at  that  prison,  because  she's  a scapegoat,  as  far  as 
I'm  concerned. 

[the  CBC  staffer  who  listened  to  this  tape  agreed  that  they'd  heard 
unpleasant  things  about  the  new  warden  at  P4W  - Steve] 

I guess  I want  to  remember  those  women,  so  that  their  lives  were  not  lost 
in  vain.  They've  had  several  inquests  into  those  suicides,  and  some 
recommendations.  Not  a lot  on  how  they're  going  to  implement  those 
recommendations.  But  it  came  out  that  Lorna's  suicide  wasn't  a suicide. 

Sandy  confessed  to  killing  her.  She's  now  serving  a life  sentence  in  Prince 
Albert,  Saskatchewan.  They  don't  know  what  to  do  with  her.  She's  a very 


angry  woman.  I've  never  understood  a sister  taking  another  sister's  life. 

But  prison  breed  sickness,  and  that's  what  they  did  to  Sandy. 

So  we've  lost  not  just  six,  but  a seventh,  because  that  woman  now  carries  a 
life  sentence.  She  came  from  Saskatchewan,  doing  something  like  four  years, 
twenty  years  ago  now.  And  in  that  time  it's  now  a life  sentence.  She's 
never  walked  out  of  prison. 

The  majority  of  women  sentenced  at  P4W  are  not  sentenced  to  long  sentences. 
But  they  get  lots  of  sentences  while  they're  there.  Sandy  also  took  a 
hostage,  and  so  she  got  eight  years  for  that.  And  most  of  the  women  come 
there  doing  three,  four  years  and  they  end  up  doing  life.  A sick  system 
breeds  sickness. 

"RE : The  Stars  and  Stripes"  

Date:  Thu,  30  May  1996  13:24:15  -0700 

From:  torresp@algorithms . com  (Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres) 

Sub j : Run  For  Freedom:  The  Stars  and  Stripes 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Tau  Guazabara,  Flello  Warrior, 

I will  speak  my  heart,  as  my  fallen  Grandfathers  would  ask  of  me.  Many 
times  we  lose  track  of  what  symbols  mean.  We  as  the  true  landlords  of  our 
Mother  Atabey  (Earth  Mother)  must  always  remember  the  past,  so  we  can  live 
in  the  present. 

The  old  Taino  language  name  for  Turtle  Island  was  once  called  the  Amikekia 
(The  People's  Island  Land  of  the  Great  Lord)  today  they  call  it  America.  We 
as  a United  Native  American  people,  have  never  had  a flag  that  represents  our 
people  "La  Raza"  (The  Race)  of  Amikekia.  Yet  we  defend  a flag  of  oppression 
What  does  this  mean?  The  Stripes:  13  Colonies  of  invading  Euro-White  people. 
The  50  Stars:  500  Plus  Broken  Native  Treaties,  as  the  stars  within  the  sky! 

Why  do  you  fight  over  a colonial  symbol?  I remember  the  brainwash  in  the 
morning  in  public  school.  "One  Nation  under  God,  invisible  as  I would  say 
it,  smiling"  as  native  boy.  Remember  the  101  Airborne  ABN  Screaming  Eagles 
in  Viet  Nam,  as  I jumped  into  this  meat  grinder.  I had  left  blood  upon  the 
risers.  Indigenous  blood.  Saying  to  the  White  Blackhats,  "its  a nice  day  to 
die."  Let  me  get  off  these  sad  thoughts. 

The  point  that  must  be  made  here  is  that  we  shed  our  blood  for  something 

that  was  not  ours!  Many  Native  American  Warriors  fell  in  battle  for  this 

colonial  symbol.  We  must  respect  the  memory  of  those  brave  Warriors,  not  the 
colonial  flag  of  United  States  OF  North  America.  We  must  remember  the 
memories  of  our  Sacred  Chiefs,  like  War  Chief  Guarionex  and  Chief  Doeseph 
with  the  tear  in  his  eye.  Do  you  not  remember  the  Indian  Wars?  Then  why  do 
you  still  think  of  this  colonial  symbol  as  being  yours?  It  is  time  that  all 
Native  People  of  Amikekia,  stand  up  for  the  symbol  of  the  four  Directions. 
This  being  what  rises  in  the  morning,  under  one  Amikekia  nation.  The  Nation 
of  the  Sun  Father,  must  soon  be  free! 

A Point  of  North  American  anglo  prejudice  AMERICA  does  not  mean  the  United 
States  "OF"  North  America.  We  are  one  people,  one  race,  that  family  of  the 
rising  Sun,  shining  upon  our  Sacred  Caguana  (The  Turtle  Island).  In  the 

morning  before  the  wings  sing  their  honor  song,  I rise  in  the  west.  Flear  me 

sing  my  morning  bird  song,  holding  up  my  arms  like  the  Sacred  tree,  giving 
thanks  for  the  birth  of  the  new  day,  as  was  shown  to  me  by  my  honored 
Grandfathers.  Walk  in  gentleness,  Tayno  Ti! 

Humbly  yours 

Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres 

Southern  Dersey  Taino  Tribe  of  Datibonuco 

Taino  Indigenous  Nation  of  the  Caribbean  & Florida 

"RE;  Hawaiian  Sovereignty  Elections  Council"  

Date:  Sun,  2 Dun  1996  14:34:13  +0000 
From:  scott@aloha.net  (Scott  Crawford) 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Sovereignty  Elections  Council  - summer  vote  scheduled 


Mailing  List: 


NATIVE- L (native-l@gnosys .svle.ma.us) 


Hawaiian  Sovereignty  Elections  Council  web  site: 

URL : <http: //planet -hawaii . com/hsec/> 

The  Hawaiian  Sovereignty  Elections  Council  was  created  to  facilitate 
a process  for  the  Hawaiian  people  to  determine  whether  a sovereign 
Hawaiian  government  will  be  created  and  what  form  it  might  take. 

The  "Native  Hawaiian  Vote"  scheduled  for  this  summer  will  ask  the 
question  by  mail-out  ballot:  "Shall  the  Hawaiian  people  elect 
delegates  to  propose  a native  Hawaiian  Government?" 

Voter  registration  forms  are  available  for  download  in  Adobe  Acrobat 
format.  Voter  registration  deadline  is  Duly  15.  Native  Hawaiians 
18  years  or  older  living  in  Hawaii  and  abroad  are  eligible  to  vote. 

Includes  background  documents  and  links  to  other  Hawaiian  organizations 
and  sovereignty  sites. 

Contact:  Yvette  Fernandez  <ynuff@aloha . net> 

Lulani  McKenzie  <tlani@aloha . net> 

P.0.  Box  3290,  Honolulu,  Hawai'i  96813 
On  O'ahu  call  (808)  587-2834 

Neighbor  Islands  and  International,  call  toll  free:  1-800-95VOTER 
Fax  (808)  586-0169 
Web  design  by: 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

HO'OKELE  HAWAI'I  - H A W A I I A N A V I G A T I 0 N 
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* 

*WWW*  http://hookele.com 

* Kekula  & Scott  Crawford 

* kekula@aloha.net 

* scott@aloha.net 
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Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  AISESnet,  Triballaw,  NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L 
listservers;  UUCP  & Genie  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native^soc. culture. native 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"There  is  a timing  to  everythingj  just  like  a giant  wheel  that  is  turning. 
Everything  happens  at  its  own  appropriate  time. . That  is  the  only  way  it 
happens.  No  matter  how  much  we  have  tried  in  the  past  to  bring  things 
together  j as  little  as  we  knew  about  therrij  they  could  not  happen.  We  are 
doing  what  we  are  doing  here  because  it  is  the  time  for  it." 

"One  of  the  things  that  we  seem  not  to  notice  or  take  account  of  is  that 
the  spirit  people  are  helping  us.  We  still  have  to  do  the  workj  but  they 
are  helping  us.  They  are  facilitating  the  work  done  at  Waseskun  House. 
That  is  why  things  are  happening  now.  They  couldn't  have  happened  beforej 
not  in  the  way  they  are  happening  today." 

Art  Solomonj  Ojibway  Elder 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

t I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  | 

| of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 


[ Choctaw  Confederacies, 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United 
[ States  Constitution, 

[ so  that  my  forefathers 

S shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ 


plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Dune  21  is  rapidly  approaching.  This  is  the  day  called  by  the  19th 
generation  keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe,  Arvol  Looking  Horse, 
as  a day  of  Prayer.  This  call  has  been  echoed  by  many  other  Elders  and 
Medicine  Keepers  of  many  nations.  It  is  the  Sacred  duty  of  each  of  us 
to  add  the  strength  of  our  own  Prayers  to  those  of  the  many  others. 


This  day  of  Dune  21,  1996  was  not  picked  out  of  whim.  It  has  been  given. 
Many  of  the  prophesies  of  the  people  have  come  to  be.  Many  more  are  on 
the  horizon.  The  times  will  be  accelerating,  and  change  will  come  to  our 
Mother,  the  Earth  and  all  who  walk  upon  Her. 

Doin  your  Circle  to  the  Great  Sacred  Hoop. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 


gars@genie.geis.com 
gars@netcom . com 
gars@igc.apc.org 
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Nations  Territory" 


Date:  09  Dun  1996  22:32:28  GMT 

From:  pns@sage.uucp  (Prison  News  Service) 

Sub j : Trials  set  for  defense  of  traditional  First  Nations  territory 
Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

The  following  article  is  reprinted  from  Prison  News  Service  #54  - Spring  '96 
Trial  date  set  for  Stoney  Point  members 
charged  In  defence  of  traditional  territory 

Twenty-three  members  of  the  Stoney  Point  First  Nation  appeared  in  the 
Sarnia  Provincial  Court  on  May  13,  1996.  The  23  people  face  two  criminal 
charges  each;  one  count  of  forcible  entering  and  one  count  of  forcible 
detaining  of  a park.  All  charges  relate  to  the  September  4,  1995 
occupation  of  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park. 

The  criminal  charges,  which  carry  a maximum  of  two  years  in  prison  were 
issued  by  the  Ontario  Provincial  Police  (OPP)  on  February  12th,  1996,  six 
month  after  the  shooting  death  of  Dudley  George  by  the  OPP.  The  trial  date 


for  the  23  Stoney  Point  members  has  been  set  for  two  weeks  beginning 
October  21,  1996  in  Sarnia.  The  pre-trial  has  been  set  for  Dune  27,  1996. 
Despite  the  fact  that  the  federal  government  released  documents  on 
September  14,  1995  indicating  that  there  was  an  Aboriginal  burial  ground 
in  the  provincial  park,  the  police  continue  to  treat  the  situation  as  an 
illegal  occupation.  The  former  Ipperwash  military  training  base  and 
Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  are  currently  in  negotiations  to  be  returned  to 
area  First  Nations. 

Charges  against  the  23  people  are  part  of  an  overall  strategy  of 
harassment  and  criminalization.  According  to  Marcia  Simon,  treasurer  of 
the  Stoney  Point  Legal  Fund,  the  OPP  have  stopped  native  people  driving  in 
the  area  for  alleged  traffic  violations,  detained  people  and  charged 
Stoney  Pointers  with  hunting  violation  in  blatant  disregard  of  the  Stoney 
Point  claim  to  the  territory. 

Considering  the  political  tensions  in  the  area,  the  continued  increase 
in  police  activity  has  seriously  affected  the  Stoney  Point  peoples'  effort 
to  organize  the  return  of  their  territory  from  the  federal  government. 
Local  residents  ON  FIRE  The  Ontario  Foundation  of  Individual  Rights  and 
Equality  (ON  FIRE)  formed  on  October  1,  1995  with  a mandate  to  pressure 
all  levels  of  government  to  resolve  land  claims  in  South  Western  Ontario. 
Their  focus  has  been  "law  enforcement  that's  applied  evenly  to  natives  and 
non-natives",  thus  pressuring  the  police  and  local  officials  to  have 
criminal  charges  laid  against  the  Stoney  Point  people  involved  in  the 
Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  occupation. 

The  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  is  located  on  Lake  Huron,  45  minutes  east 
of  Sarnia.  The  area  has  always  been  a popular  summer  cottage  and  camping 
zone.  Anti-Native  organizing  by  local  cottagers  has  been  an  ongoing 
process  which  began  in  1991  with  the  formation  of  the  West  Ipperwash 
Property  Owners  Association  to  challenge  the  local  Aboriginal  claim  to  the 
land.  The  Property  Owners  Association  has  spent  over  $350,000  in  legal 
fees  to  intervene  in  the  land  claims.  Richard  Shultz  a member  of  the  West 
Ipperwash  Property  Owners  Association  is  also  the  current  President  of  ON 
FIRE. 

ON  FIRE  claims  a membership  of  1,500  people.  On  March  8,  1995  they 
delivered  a 5,000  name  petition  to  Lampton  MPP  Marcel  Beaubien  demanding 
that  the  Ontario  Government  reopen  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park,  which  is 
still  under  Aboriginal  occupation. 

Marcia  Simon  said  "People  raised  the  consideration  that  this  [the 
occupation]  is  unlawful.  The  land  was  set  aside  by  treaty  in  the  1800's. 
[What  the  Government  and  police]  are  doing  is  unlawful  but  they  don't 
consider  it  unlawful." 

The  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  says  that  the  current  Aboriginal 
occupation  of  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  is  a policing  matter,  but  they 
plan  to  open  the  park  later  this  summer.  The  Stoney  Point  First  Nation  has 
clearly  stated  that  the  park  will  not  open  this  summer  and  that  they  will 
continue  to  occupy  the  park. 

In  1825  a Provisional  Agreement  was  made  and  entered  into  between  the 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  Chiefs  and  Principle  Men  of  the 
Chippewa  Nation  to  surrender  South  Western  Ontario.  The  Agreement  ensured 
that  the  following  territories  remained  unceded  "Four  miles  square  at 
some  distance  below  the  rapids  of  the  River  St.  Clair  [Sarnia],  One  mile 
in  front  by  four  deep,  bordering  on  the  said  River  St.  Clair  and  adjoining 
to  the  Shawanoe  Township  [Walpole  Island],  two  miles  square  at  the  River 
aux  Sable  which  empties  into  Lake  Huron  [Stoney  Point],  and  two  miles  at 
Kettle  Point,  Lake  Huron  [Kettle  Point]."  Clerical  error 

A clerical  error  was  made  by  the  Colonial  government  in  1919  which 
defined  Stoney  Point  and  Kettle  Point  as  the  same  band  which  had  two 
separate  reserves.  This  mistake  is  clarified  by  research  initiated  by 
Daniel  McWatt,  senior  judge  of  Lampton  County  in  1925,  which  identifies 
four  distinct  First  Nation  reserves  in  Lampton  County;  Stoney  Point, 

Kettle  Point,  Sarnia  and  Walpole  Island. 

The  federal  government  through  the  Indian  Act,  relinquished  part  of  the 
Stoney  Point  Reserve  through  a land  transaction  and  set  up  Ipperwash  Park. 
Native  burial  grounds  were  desecrated  during  the  construction  of  the  Park 
in  the  1930 's. 


In  1942  the  Department  of  National  Defence  under  the  War  Measures  Act 
relocated  some  of  the  people  of  Stoney  Point  Reserve,  #43  to  swampland  in 
the  nearby  Kettle  Point  Reserve  and  #44  became  refugees  and  were  dispersed 
across  Ontario.  This  relocation  was  supposed  to  be  temporary.  The  Crown, 
in  the  order  PC  2652,  stated  "if,  at  the  termination  of  the  war,  no 
further  use  of  the  area  is  required  by  the  Department  of  National  Defence, 
negotiations  will  be  entered  into  with  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  to 
transfer  the  lands  back  to  the  Indians  at  a reasonable  price  determined  by 
mutual  agreement."  On  May  31,  1946,  the  "Advanced  Infantry  Training 
Centre"  closed.  Then  in  1960  until  1992,  the  land  was  used  as  a six  week 
summer  cadet  training  camp.  On  Aug.  10,  1992  the  federal  government 
admitted  in  a statement  that  the  reasons  for  the  continued  occupation  of 
Stoney  Point  land  was  "Spurious  [false]  and  without  substance." 

Throughout  the  1980's  the  federal  government  attempted  to  settle  the 
land  claim  with  the  Kettle  Point  reserve.  Stoney  Point  people  protested  to 
the  federal  government  and  demanded  that  the  land  be  returned  to  Stoney 
Point.  The  federal  government  refused  to  recognize  the  Stoney  Point  People 
as  a separate  community  and  then  renamed  Kettle  Point  to  Kettle  and  Stony 
Point.  In  May  of  1993,  50  years  after  the  relocation,  a small  group  of  the 
original  Stoney  Point  residents  and  their  families  reoccupied  the  Stoney 
Point  Reserve  #43.  According  to  Marcia  Simon,  "the  long  term  goal  is  for 
recognition  of  the  Stoney  Point  First  Nation  #43"  and  the  return  of  their 
territory  which  was  appropriated  by  the  federal  government  in  1942. 

Unfortunately  the  federal  government  will  only  negotiate  the  return  of 
the  land  with  the  Kettle  and  Stony  Point  Reserve.  The  media  have  portrayed 
the  Stoney  Point  people  as  a break  away  group  without  any  legitimate  claim 
to  the  land.  They  have  attempted  to  portray  the  conflict  between  Kettle 
Point  and  Stoney  Point  as  an  internal  issue. 

The  Kettle  and  Stony  Point  Band  Council  doesn't  recognize  Stoney  Point 
as  a separate  Band.  Tom  Bressette,  Chief  of  Kettle  and  Stony  Point  has 
consistently  discredited  and  undermined  the  efforts  of  the  Stoney  Point 
Community. 

On  Dune  9,  1993,  Bressette  contacted  the  Premier  of  Ontario,  Bob  Rae  to 
demand  that  the  government  stop  issuing  General  Welfare  to  the  Stoney 
Point  people  occupying  Camp  Ipperwash. 

After  Gord  Peters,  Regional  Chief  of  the  Chiefs  of  Ontario,  publicly 
advocated  for  a resolution  to  the  conflict  at  Ipperwash,  the  Kettle  Point 
Council  wrote  to  Peters  asking  him  to  "refrain  from  your  involvement  with 
matters  directly  related  to  our  First  Nation." 

The  primary  problem  is  that  the  government  does  not  recognize  the  Stoney 
Point  Reserve.  Simon  went  on  to  say  "The  Colonial  administration  which 
became  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  lumped  these  native  communities 
together  for  bureaucratic  ease  in  administering  their  affairs.  It  was  an 
externally  created  problem  that  they  now  claim  is  an  internal  matter." 

On  September  12,  1993,  a group  of  the  people  occupying  the  former  base 
walked  from  Stoney  Point  to  Ottawa  to  press  the  government  to  recognize 
their  treaty  rights.  The  two  and  a half  week  walk  stopped  in  Peterborough 
where  the  Trent  University  Native  Studies  Department  organized  a rally  for 
the  Group. 

One  of  the  Speakers  at  that  rally  was  Elder  Clifford  George.  "He  told 
the  crowd  about  when  he  returned  home  after  fighting  overseas  in  World  War 
II.  Upon  his  return,  he  found  his  people  and  his  home  uprooted  and  (mis) 
placed  elsewhere.  He  said  he'd  been  promised  a forty  acre  plot  of  land 
when  he  returned  from  the  war,  and  that  his  father  had  also  written  to  him 
overseas  telling  him  not  to  worry  as  their  land  would  be  returned  to  them 
after  the  war.  However,  this  land  was  never  returned  to  the  First  Nations' 
people  of  Stoney  Point."  (Arthur  Sept  28th.  1993). 

Fifty-two  years  after  the  federal  government  appropriated  the  land,  the 
government  announced  on  February  23,  1994  that  it  would  return  the  land. 
The  negotiations  became  bogged  down  over  concerns  about  an  environmental 
assessment  and  clean  up. 

From  the  military  barracks  that  the  Canadian  Military,  in  co-operation 
with  the  Ontario  Provincial  Police  and  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources 
Enforcement  officers  co-ordinated  a low  intensity  warfare  against  the 
people  camped  inside  the  base.  The  military  conducted  around-the-clock 


military  surveillance  throughout  the  base.  The  patrols  included  low  level 
helicopter  flights,  military  vehicles  and  nightly  foot  patrols.  Stoney 
Pointers'  camps  were  harassed,  threatened  with  guns  and  people  were 
physically  assaulted.  On  a number  of  occasions  cars  were  hit  with  military 
vehicles  and  tires  slashed. 

The  Military  Police  attempted  to  prevent  local  non-native  residents  from 
selling  supplies  to  the  people  camped  on  the  base.  The  non-natives  that 
brought  supplies  to  the  people  on  the  base  were  threatened  with 
trespassing  charges.  In  one  incident,  a journalist  with  the  Sarnia 
Observer  was  investigating  the  physical  beating  of  Kevin  Simon  by  over  six 
soldiers.  When  he  contacted  the  army  to  verify  the  allegations  he  was  told 
that  he  would  be  charged  with  trespassing  for  going  on  the  base.  It  was 
the  result  of  lack  of  progress  with  the  government  negotiations  and  the 
continuous  military  presence  that  forced  the  Stoney  Point  people  to  evict 
the  last  foothold  of  the  army. 

Two  years  after  the  initial  reoccupation,  around  100  members  of  Stoney 
Point  moved  into  the  Ipperwash  military  barracks.  Between  15  and  20 
military  personnel  were  evacuated  from  the  barracks.  The  barracks  are 
located  on  the  south-west  corner  of  the  reserve.  Provincial  park  occupied 

On  September  4th,  1995  Stoney  Point  occupied  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park. 
The  occupation  of  Ipperwash  was  done  in  an  attempt  to  return  all  the 
territory  lost  over  the  past  60  years  to  the  original  Stoney  Point 
community.  Earlier  in  August,  1995,  Dustice  Gordon  Killeen  found  that  the 
Ipperwash  land  transactions  in  1927  had  "an  odour  of  moral  failure  about 
them."  The  recently-elected  Conservative  provincial  government  of  Premier 
Mike  Harris  had  a secret  meeting  on  September  5 of  20  government  officials 
including.  Deb  Hutton,  a key  advisor  to  Harris,  officials  from  the 
Ministry  of  Natural  Resources,  Ontario  Native  Affairs  Secretariat  the 
Attorney  General  and  the  Ontario  Provincial  Police.  A decision  was  made  to 
"get  those  fucking  Indian  out  of  the  park,  even  if  you  have  to  draw  guns." 

A full  day  before  the  police  move  against  the  Stoney  Point  people 
occupying  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park,  the  OPP  began  a massive  buildup  of 
force  including,  snipers,  riot  squad  members  and  tactical  response  unit 
members  armed  with  machine  guns.  The  OPP  contacted  the  Canadian  Army  to 
provide  additional  assistance.  The  OPP's  request  to  the  army  included: 
fifty  gas  masks  with  carriers,  fifty  pairs  of  night  vision  goggles, 
equipment  for  intercepting  cellular  telephone  calls,  one  hundred 
bulletproof  vests,  two  Huey  helicopters  and  two  Bison  personnel  carriers. 

On  the  afternoon  of  September  6,  1995,  Kettle  and  Stony  Point  band  Chief 
Tom  Bressette  was  notified  that  an  order  was  given  to  get  the  protesters 
out  of  the  park.  Bressette  did  not  directly  inform  the  Stoney  Point 
Occupiers.  At  7:55pm  Gerald  George,  a Kettle  and  Stony  Point  band 
councillor,  was  involved  in  a confrontation  with  the  Stoney  Point  people 
in  the  park.  Gerald  George  had  previously  written  a letter  to  the  Forest 
Standard  on  August  30,  1995  saying  "I  am  glad  that  these  Army  Camp  Indians 
call  themselves  separate  from  my  First  Nation  because  I would  not  want  any 
of  my  fellow  band  members  to  act  like  animals." 

Gerald  George  made  a complaint  to  the  OPP  at  8:19pm.  Two  hundred-and- 
fifty  OPP  officers  were  mobilized  against  about  35  protestors  in  the  park. 
The  OPP  was  responding  to  the  incident  that  took  place  at  7:55pm  with  the 
intention  of  arresting  a suspect  in  the  alleged  assault. 

At  least  50  bottles  of  Alcohol  were  consumed  by  the  OPP  before  entering 
the  park.  The  40  riot  police  broke  formation  and  attacked  the  protesters, 
beating  Bernard  George  also  a Kettle  and  Stony  Point  band  councillor. 
Bernard  was  later  hospitalized  for  two  days  and  charged  with  assaulting 
police.  In  an  attempt  to  separate  the  police  from  the  protestors,  a youth 
drove  a school  bus  between  the  two  groups.  At  least  seven  OPP  Officers 
opened  fire  on  the  bus,  injuring  the  driver.  Over  1,000  bullets  were  fired 
into  the  park.  Dudley  George  who  was  some  distance  from  the  bus  was  hit  by 
a bullet. 

Marcia  Simon  was  assaulted  and  arrested  when  she  attempted  to  phone  an 
ambulance.  Dudley's  brother  and  two  others  took  him  to  a hospital  and  were 
arrested  for  attempted  murder.  Dudley  George  died  from  the  bullet  wounds 
at  12:45am. 

The  Special  Investigations  Unit  (SIU)  is  required  to  file  their  report 


90  days  after  a shooting  incident  takes  place.  The  SIU,  nine  months  after 
the  shooting  death  of  Dudley  George  have  yet  to  file  their  report.  Part  of 
the  delay  is  because  the  Provincial  Police  refuse  to  cooperate  and 
obstruct  the  investigation.  The  SIU  arrived  within  hours  of  the  shooting 
on  September  6,  1995.  However  the  OPP  prevented  the  SIU  from  entering  the 
park  for  two  weeks.  By  the  time  they  had  seen  the  site  of  the  shooting  the 
evidence  had  been  contaminated. 

Then  on  May  17,  1996  the  SIU  was  denied  a request  for  photographs  of 
police  officers  who  threatened  Dudley  George  shortly  before  he  was  killed 
in  September.  Fellow  demonstrators  say  Dudley  George  was  told  he  would  be 
the  "first"  when  police  confronted  protestors  at  the  park.  The  court  will 
decide  whether  or  not  to  grant  a search  warrant  at  a hearing  on  September 
18,  1996.  Until  then  the  SIU  can  not  complete  their  report. 

Besides  the  23  people  charged  with  forcible  entering  and  forcible 
detaining  of  a park,  there  are  a number  of  other  Stoney  Point  people 
facing  other  charges.  Cleve  Jackson  was  charged  with  reckless  driving  when 
it  was  alleged  that  he  drove  a bus  through  the  drill  hall  doors  on  Duly  29 
1996  when  Stoney  Point  took  over  the  Military  Base. 

The  Stoney  Point  people  claim  that  Jackson  was  not  the  driver  of  the  bus 
and  that  the  only  reason  why  the  police  charged  him  was  because  the 
Military  Police  saw  his  picture  on  the  cover  of  the  London  Free  Press  and 
decided  he  was  the  driver  of  the  bus.  On  May  28,  Judge  Louis  Eddy 
dismissed  the  charges  In  April,  Judge  R.G.  Hunter  dismissed  the  charges 
against  Stacey  George  and  Jeremiah  George.  The  two  were  charged  with 
mischief  causing  damages  over  $5,000  for  kicking  a police  vehicle  on 
September  7,  1995.  Co-Accused,  David  George  is  still  charged  and  awaiting 
trial,  tentatively  set  for  October  21,  1996.  David  George  is  also  charged 
with  theft,  possession  of  a weapon,  assault  with  a weapon,  and  two  counts 
of  assaulting  a police  officer.  The  weapons  charges  relate  to  David  George 
holding  a piece  of  wood  when  the  riot  police  rushed  the  people  occupying 
the  park. 

All  of  the  criminal  charges  that  have  been  laid  are  part  of  the  campaign 
to  criminalize  the  inherent  rights  of  the  Stoney  Point  people.  The  United 
Nations  Commission  on  Human  Rights  has  called  on  the  Canadian  government 
to  investigate  the  Ontario  Provincial  Police  use  of  force  and  their 
actions  throughout  the  Stoney  Point  re-occupation  of  their  territory. 
Despite  international  condemnation,  the  people  of  Stoney  Point  are  still 
being  criminalized. 

The  strategy  of  criminalization  is  part  of  the  overall  agenda  of  the 
colonial  federal,  provincial,  municipal  governments,  local  colonial 
settlers  and  the  neo-colonial  Kettle  and  Stony  Point  Band  Council  to 
dispossess  the  Stoney  Point  people  of  their  traditional  territory. 

- (With  files  from  Stoney  Point  First  Nation,  the  London  Free  Press, 
Toronto  Star,  Arthur.) 
by  Tariq  Hassan-Gordon 
Anti-Colonial  Action  Alliance 
Box  25,  197  Hunter  St  W. 

Peterborough,  Ontario  K9H  2L1 


Prison  News  Service  - news,  analysis  and  information  from  and/or  about 
prisons  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  written  mainly  by  prisoners,  for  prisoners 
their  families,  friends  and  supporters. 

Subscribe  to  Prison  News  Service,  5 issues,  for  $10.00.  $2.  for  a sample 

copy.  More  if  you  can,  less  if  you  can't.  Write: 

Prison  News  Service 
P.0.  Box  5052,  Stn  A 
Toronto,  Ont. 
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Contact:  Indian  Health  Service,  Office  of  Communications  (301)  443-3593 

Headline:  SELF-GOVERNANCE  PLANNING  GRANTS  AWARDED  TO  AMERICAN  INDIAN  TRIBES 

Six  American  Indian  tribes  have  been  selected  to  receive  health  care 
delivery  planning  grants  from  the  Indian  Health  Service  (IHS).  The  grants, 
called  Tribal  Self-Governance  Planning 

Cooperative  Agreements,  enable  tribal  groups  to  enter  the  planning  stage  of 
the  Self-Governance  Demonstration  Project.  The  project  is  designed  to  provide 
tribes  an  opportunity  to  assume  the  management  and  control  of  health  care 
delivery  programs  from  federal  authorities. 

"These  grants  are  the  first  step  for  tribes  who  make  the  choice  to 
provide  health  services  to  their  members  based  on  local  tribal  priorities," 
said  Donna  E.  Shalala,  Secretary  of  Health  and  Human  Services.  "The  health 
problems  and  needs  of  Indian  people  in  different  areas  of  the  United  States 
vary  tremendously,  and  local  management  and  control  of  health  care  delivery 
have  proven  to  be  just  as  effective  in  addressing  public  health  needs  as  when 
those  services  are  provided  directly  by  the  Indian  Health  Service." 

The  six  tribes  receiving  the  grants  join  229  tribes  already  participating 
in  the  IHS  Self-Governance  Demonstration  Project.  Almost  a third  of  American 
Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  eligible  for  IHS  services  are  now  receiving  health 
care  directly  from  tribal  health  programs  as  a result  of  Self-Governance 
compact  agreements  or  Self-Determination  contracts.  Of  the  IHS  1996  budget 
authority  of  $2  billion,  $282  million  was  transferred  to  tribes  through  41 
Self-Governance  annual  funding  agreements  and  $332  million  was  transferred  to 
tribes  through  Self-Determination  contracts.  IHS  officials  anticipate  that  in 
the  next  three  to  five  years,  almost  half  of  American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native 
beneficiaries  will  receive  health  services  directly  from  the  IHS  and  the 
remainder  of  the  IHS  budget  will  be  administered  and  managed  by  tribes  through 
Self-Determination  compacts  and  contracts. 

The  grants  are  each  for  about  $50,000.  The  tribes  receiving  the  awards 
include  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation,  Black  River  Falls,  Wis.;  the  Redding  Rancheria 
Tribe,  Redding,  Calif.;  the  Chitimacha  Tribe  of  Louisiana,  Charenton,  La.;  the 
Citizen  Potawatomi  Nation,  Shawnee,  Okla.;  the  Skokomish  Tribe,  Shelton, 

Wash.;  and  the  Suquamish  Tribe,  Suquamish,  Wash. 

The  IHS,  an  agency  within  the  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services,  is 
responsible  for  providing  federal  health  services  to  American  Indians  and 
Alaska  Natives.  The  provision  of  health 

services  to  federally  recognized  Indians  grew  out  of  a special  relationship 
between  the  federal  government  and  Indian  tribes.  This 

government-to-government  relationship  is  based  on  Article  I,  Section  8,  of  the 
United  States  Constitution,  and  has  been  given  form  and  substance  by  numerous 
treaties,  laws.  Supreme  Court  decisions,  and  Executive  Orders. 

The  IHS  is  the  principle  federal  health  care  provider  and  health  advocate 
for  Indian  people,  and  its  goal  is  to  raise  their  health  status  to  the  highest 
possible  level.  The  IHS  provides  health  services  to  approximately  1.4  million 
American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  who  belong  to  more  than  550  federally 
recognized  tribes  in  34  states. 
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Residents  of  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  ask  for  your  help  to  FAX,  mail,  and 
broadcast  this  Support  letter  to  Attorney  General  Danet  Reno,  U.S. 

Department  of  Dustice  (DOD). 

We  need  to  make  sure  that  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  does 
not  vote  on  any  portion  of  the  proposed  Accommodation  Agreement  (75-year 
lease),  including  the  lease  length  portion  from  25-years  to  75-years. 

Any  passage  of  this  Agreement  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
will  help  give  it  validity.  There  are  millions  of  dollars  in  the  balance 
that  will  be  paid  by  the  Navajo  Nation  and  U.S.  government  to  the  Flopi  Tribe 
in  settlement  of  on-going  court  litigation. 

DOD  and  the  Navajo  Nation  must  know  our  land  and  our  lives  are  not  for 
sale.  We  need  your  help  to  make  sure  that  the  DOD  knows  that  this 
Agreement  is  Unconstitutional  and  that  the  U.S.  Department  of  Dustice 
violated  their  trust  responsibility  by  signing  off  on  the  Agreement  and 
allowing  it  to  go  before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  The 
Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  must  not  vote  on  any  portion 
of  the  proposed  Accommodation  Agreement. 

Thank  you, 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

CC: 

Attorney  General  Danet  Reno 
U.S.  Department  of  Dustice 
Box  23795,  L'Efant  Plaza  Station 
Washington,  DC  20026 
fax  # 202/514-4371 

cc:  Steve  D.W.  Heeley,  Majority  Staff  Director/Chief  Counsel  for 

The  Honorable  Senator  Dohn  McCain,  Chairman  and  Members 
Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  838  Senate  Hart  Office  Building 
Washington,  DC  20510-6450,  fax  # 202/228-2862 

David  E.  Lombardi,  Dr.,  Chief  Court  Mediator,  Settlement  Program 
U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Ninth  Circuit  Court,  121  Spear  St., 
P.O.  Box  193939,  San  Francisco,  CA  94119-3939,  fax  # 415/744-9725 

President  Albert  Hale,  The  Navajo  Nation 

P.O.  Box  9000,  Window  Rock,  AZ  86515,  fax  # 520/871-4025 
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close  the  circle  ~ mend  the  hoop  ~ weave  the  web 
Gourd  of  Ashes  and  House  of  Mica 
by  Thomas  F.  Tarbet  1988  (all  rights  reserved) 

Shortly  before  dawn,  a light  brighter  than  the  noonday  sun  turned  the 
desert  landscape  white  in  all  directions,  even  to  the  horizon.  Indians 
living  nearby  saw  this  light,  and  through  them  certain  Hopi  leaders 
received  their  first  news  of  the  atomic  bomb  test  at  White  Sands.  Use  of 
this  weapon  against  Dapan  brought  further  reports,  including  descriptions 
of  its  power,  which  convinced  these  leaders  a very  old  prophecy  had  been 
fulfilled. 


Every  Hopi  knows  of  the  spirit-being  called  Maasaw.  To  the  people  of 
Oraibi  he  is  the  owner  of  the  world,  who  gave  the  human  species 
permission  to  live  here  as  caretakers.  Those  who  remain  loyal  to  the 
original  Hopi  Was  base  their  entire  way  of  life,  including  succession  of 
leadership,  on  a covenant  they  made  with  Maasaw  before  their  village  was 
founded  hundreds  of  years  ago,  and  on  prophecies  and  instructions  he  gave 
them  at  that  time. 

Over  the  centuries,  stories  have  grown  up  around  Maasaw,  some  of  which 
describe  a weapon  of  mysterious  force,  a gourd  filled  with  ashes  which  he 
wears  on  his  belt.  For  as  long  as  the  oldest  Hopi  can  recall,  this 
weapon  has  been  part  of  the  costume  worn  by  the  Maasaw  katsina  dancer  in 
public  ceremonies.  Legend  has  it  that  its  force  is  released  with  it  is 
thrown  to  the  ground,  typically  making  people  go  crazy  and  dance  around. 

The  prophecy  in  question  concerns  a man-made  version  of  this  weapon, 
capable  of  boiling  the  oceans  and  burning  the  land,  even  ending  life  in 
this  world.  The  development  of  such  a weapon  would  indicate  that  human 
culture  is  approaching  the  end  of  its  natural  cycle  of  existence  and  is 
about  to  enter  a stage  of  purification  and  rebirth,  in  which  all  aspects 
unsuited  to  survival  will  be  eliminated  through  war  or  natural 
catastrophe.  Depending  on  how  we  have  been  living,  this  could  mean  the 
end  of  the  human  species.  The  new  weapon  would  be  a signal  for  the  Hopi 
to  communicate  certain  information  that  could  enable  humanity  to  emerge 
from  the  "world-shaking  event"  about  to  unfold. 

The  word  hopi  refers  to  an  endless  and  joyful  path  of  life  that  passes 
through  the  stages  of  purifications  and  rebirth  that  separated  one 
"world"  from  the  next.  The  name  of  the  Hopi  people  is  meant  to  remind 
them  of  their  commitment  to  the  kind  of  life  that  can  travel  this  path. 
According  to  their  tradition,  the  common  ancestors  of  the  entire  human 
species  once  partook  of  this  commitment,  and  only  those  who  maintain  it 
will  be  able  to  emerge  from  the  present  purification  cycle.  The 
treatment  such  people  receive  from  those  who  have  abandoned  that 
commitment  will  serve  to  indicate  the  magnitude  of  the  disaster  that  lies 
ahead . 

By  the  time  the  atomic  bomb  was  invented,  the  Hopi  had  experienced  half 
a century  of  severe  hardship  inflicted  by  the  United  States  in  an  effort 
to  force  them  to  abandon  their  way  of  life.  This  had  already  caused  a 
serious  division  among  the  people  of  the  village  of  Oraibi.  In  1906, 
those  who  preferred  to  yield  to  the  pressure  and  accept  the  apparent 
benefits  forcibly  evicted  those  whose  commitment  to  the  endless  path  was 
stronger . 

Under  the  leadership  of  Yukiuma,  the  Fire  Clan  chief,  this  latter  group 

founded  the  village  of  Hotevilla  in  an  effort  to  escape  the  influence  of 

the  United  States.  For  refusing  to  allow  the  Americans  to  educate  the 
children  of  Hotevilla,  Yukiuma  was  imprisoned  without  trial  for  more  than 

17  years  in  the  Kearns  Canyon  jail,  and  for  more  than  a year  in  Alcatraz. 

The  children  were  taken  by  force,  and  their  fathers  placed  on  a chain 
gang  in  Kearns  Canyon. 

As  a result  of  several  generations  of  forced  schooling,  the  way  of  life 
based  on  the  endless  path  has  been  almost  entirely  eliminated.  The 
succession  of  leadership  based  on  the  covenant  with  Maasaw  is  being 
gradually  but  forcibly  replaced.  A puppet  government  was  installed  in 
1936  on  the  basis  of  an  election  in  which  the  vast  majority  of  Hopi 
refused  to  participate.  The  constitution  of  this  "Hopi  Tribal  Council" 
gives  the  ultimate  authority  over  the  Hopi  not  to  Maasaw,  but  to  the  U.S. 
Secretary  of  the  Interior.  This  arrangement  has  become  the  legal  device 
by  which  United  States  industrial  interests  gained  access  to  Hopi  mineral 
resources.  In  every  way,  Hopi  society  is  being  reshaped  into  a form 
incapable  of  surviving  from  one  world  to  the  next. 

In  the  light  of  their  traditional  knowledge  of  the  pattern  of  world 
events,  Hopi  leaders  have  protested  this  process  of  forced  acculturation 
from  its  inception  near  the  turn  of  the  century.  In  1911,  in  an 
interview  with  President  Taft  in  the  White  House,  Yukiuma  tried  to 
explain  his  prophetic  understanding  of  the  devastation  that  would  result 
if  the  Hopi  Way  of  Life  were  eliminated.  At  the  time,  such  communication 
was  destined  to  fall  on  deaf  ears. 


But  with  the  invention  of  the  atomic  bomb  and  the  developments  that 
followed,  "doomsday"  warnings  could  no  longer  be  dismissed  outright.  The 
question  whether  the  human  species  remains  on  earth  could  be  decided 
within  the  present  generation.  If  the  communication  of  the  Hopi  holds 
the  key  to  humanity's  emergence  from  the  present  crisis,  it  could  not 
have  come  at  a more  opportune  moment,  which  appears  to  confirm  the 
underlying  wisdom  of  their  prophetic  instructions. 

Further  confirmation  may  come  from  their  recent  contacts  with  the  United 
Nations.  Following  the  news  of  the  atomic  bomb,  leaders  from  several 
Hopi  villages  gathered  at  Shungopavi  to  compare  their  prophecies.  One 
prophecy  described  "a  house  made  of  mica  on  the  east  coast"  where  world 
leaders  would  gather  to  seek  a solution  to  the  problems  facing  humanity. 
Mica  was  the  only  glass-like  substance  used  for  windows  in  early  Hopi 
houses.  When  the  Hopi  leaders  learned  of  the  United  Nations  building, 
which  is  covered  with  windows,  and  of  the  purpose  of  the  meetings  held 
there,  they  concluded  that  it  must  be  the  "house"  described  in  the 
prophecy. 

Their  prophetic  instructions  indicated  they  should  make  "three  or  four 
or  more"  attempts  to  communicate  with  the  people  gathered  there.  Most  of 
the  public  statements  by  the  Hopi  regarding  this  have  emphasized  four  as 
required  number  of  attempts,  possibly  because  of  ritual  significance. 

The  objective  would  be  to  offer  information  essential  to  the  world-saving 
efforts  of  the  people  in  the  "hose  of  mica,"  and  enlist  their  aid  in 
ending  the  destruction  of  the  Hopi  culture. 

The  first  three  attempts  failed  to  penetrate  the  lower  bureaucratic 
levels,  which  operate  on  the  false  assumption  that  all  "Native  American" 
problems  are  internal  matters  of  the  United  States,  and  therefore  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Nations.  But  the  traditional  Hopi  have 
never  relinquished  their  aboriginal  rights  to  their  land  or  their  self- 
determination,  which  precede  all  rights  and  powers  of  the  United  States. 
The  abuse  they  receive  from  the  US  is  therefore  an  international  issue. 

The  fourth  attempt,  which  is  currently  in  progress,  has  produced  some 
glimmers  of  response.  During  a large  peace  gathering  in  New  York  in  Dune, 
1982,  David  Monogye,  one  of  the  oldest  living  Hopi  at  the  time,  addressed 
a large  audience  in  front  of  the  UN  building.  When  he  mentioned  the 
three  failed  attempts,  this  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  Dr.  Robert 
Muller,  the  Assistant  Secretary-General  in  charge  of  social  and  economic 
affairs.  Impressed  by  the  fact  that  the  Hopi  nation  is  dedicated  to 
peace.  Dr.  Muller  later  visited  the  Hopi  villages,  and  met  with  several 
elders  in  the  very  room  where  the  prophecy  meeting  was  held  following  the 
news  of  the  atomic  bomb. 

In  1983,  an  associate  of  Dr.  Muller,  Dr.  Mark  A.  Roy,  visited  the  Hopi, 
explaining  to  several  groups  of  traditionally-inclined  villagers  the  fact 
that  conquest  is  now  illegal  in  the  eyes  of  the  international  community, 
and  suggesting  the  possibility  of  decolonization.  But  as  Dr.  Roy  see  it, 
to  stand  as  a separate  nations  from  the  United  States,  the  Hopi  villages 
would  need  to  unite  their  respective  traditional  leaders  through  some 
form  of  political  contract,  in  order  to  gain  recognition  apart  from  the 
illegal  "Hopi  Tribal  Council."  This  kind  of  unification  would  in  itself 
violate  the  traditional  Hopi  system,  in  which  each  village  is  virtually  a 
sovereign  state  unto  itself,  united  only  at  the  spiritual  level.  The 
suggestion  left  even  traditionally-inclined  Hopi  divided. 

The  response  of  the  most  "conservative"  (advanced?)  traditionals,  the 
successors  to  Yukiuma's  struggle  in  Hotevilla,  is  revealing.  They 
refused  any  involvement  whatsoever,  primarily  because  the  plan  was 
conceived  before  they  heard  of  it.  This  recalls  the  reason  for  Maasaw's 
own  refusal  to  become  the  leader  of  the  social  order  of  the  fist  humans. 
According  to  the  legend,  they  had  come  to  him  with  plans  of  their  own. 

The  present  crisis  of  the  modern  world  is  viewed  as  the  outworking  of 
these  plans,  which  must  be  either  completed  or  abandoned  before  humanity 
can  embrace  the  greater  plan  of  the  endless  path.  Yukiuma's  people 
counted  Dr.  Roy's  proposal  among  the  cleverest  of  attempts  to  get  them  to 
abandon  the  eternal  pattern  of  life  Maasaw  gave  them,  and  join  the 
maelstrom  of  a hell  bound  world. 

This  difference  in  outlook  brings  into  sharp  focus  the  chasm  that  not 


only  separates  ancient  and  modern  thought,  but  has  fractured  the 
spiritually  based  unity  of  the  Hopi  people  since  1906,  now  almost  to  the 
last  individual.  This  condition  has  thwarted  every  effort  to  establish  a 
valid  relationship  between  the  United  States  and  the  true  Hopi  leaders, 
and  stop  the  destruction  of  the  Hopi  Way.  But  the  followers  of  the 
endless  path  have  long  been  prepared  for  the  possible  erosion  of  their 
orthodox  leadership,  at  which  point  they  must  take  the  initiative  without 
the  benefit  of  fully  initiated  leaders.  They  warn  those  who  would  help 
that  they  will  have  to  choose  which  Hopis  are  correct,  and  which  are  not. 
The  cause  of  this  separation  is  not  arbitrary  or  abstract.  It  is  a 
question  of  which  set  of  alliances  can  survive  the  present  worldwide 
cycle  of  purification. 

A promising  correspondence  with  the  prophetic  plan  lies  in  the 
similarity  of  purpose  between  the  Hopi  Way  and  the  United  Nations,  and  in 
the  agreement  between  Hopi  principles  and  the  growing  international 
consensus  reflected  in  certain  aspects  of  international  law,  such  as  the 
illegality  of  conquest.  But  the  United  Nations  itself  is  the  invention 
of  mortal  minds,  whereas  the  actual  pattern  of  life  reflected  in  the 
prophetic  oral  tradition  of  the  Hopi  is  greater  than  any  human  invention. 

The  magnitude  of  what  the  true  Hopi  offer  the  United  Nations  is  not 
readily  apparent  to  the  mentality  that  shapes  industrial  society.  Since 
that  mentality  strongly  influences  the  United  Nations,  the  ultimate  in 
intelligence,  intuition  and  "luck"  are  required  to  escape  it,  and  effect 
a genuine  understanding  between  those  who  champion  the  original  purpose 
of  the  Hopi  Way  and  their  counterparts  within  the  UN. 

A small  foothold  may  have  been  gained,  and  a surprising  lesson  learned, 
with  the  presentation  of  a broadcast  quality  videotape  statement  by  the 
elders  of  Hotevilla  to  the  President  of  the  UN  General  Assembly,  Humayan 
Choudery  of  Bangladesh,  on  his  first  day  in  office,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  First  Earth  Run  benefit  for  UNESCO,  in  October,  1986.  The  video  was 
produced  in  response  to  a message  from  the  coordinators  of  the  First 
Earth  Run  to  David  Monogye,  offering  him  the  opportunity  to  address  the 
General  Assembly.  Before  it  could  be  learned  that  the  message  had  been 
sent  in  error,  Monogye,  who  could  not  attend  due  to  a serious  injury,  had 
authorized  the  video  message,  and  production  had  already  begun.  The 
result  was  that  room  was  made  in  the  schedule  of  special  ceremonies 
marking  the  International  Year  of  Peace  for  the  Hopi  statement  to  be 
shown  to  the  General  Assembly. 

This  unprecedented  opportunity  to  expose  the  entire  Hopi  situation 
before  the  world  was  ironically  cut  short  by  traditionals  from  Shungopavi, 
who  have  opposed  the  Hotevilla  group  since  1906.  The  Shungopavi  group 
subsequently  abandoned  their  efforts  toward  the  UN,  leaving  a small 
number  of  unordained  Hotevilla  elders  to  pursue  their  own  relationship 
unopposed.  It  may  be  unrealistic  to  expect  a serious  response  through 
official  channels,  since  recognition  of  the  natural  sovereignty  of  the 
Hopi,  and  the  consequent  disempowerment  of  the  "puppet"  Hopi  Tribal 
Council,  would  tend  to  undermine  the  very  concept  of  the  United  States. 

The  episode  with  the  video  message  occurred  as  the  result  of  a curious 
"mistake"  that  enabled  official  procedures  to  be  bypassed.  But  the 
prophecy  of  the  "house  made  of  mica"  simply  indicates  the  possibility  of 
potential  allies  through  which  humanity  might  actually  gain  a creative 
relationship  with  the  world-shaking  forces  of  the  purification  cycle. 
Official  channels  might  even  prove  irrelevant  to  this  process. 

As  the  Hopi  see  it,  the  violent  control  of  violence,  including  police 
and  armies,  however  expedient,  can  only  cause  crime  and  warfare  to 
escalate  to  the  point  of  self-annihilation.  The  Hopi  practice  an 
alternative  of  which  the  industrial  world  needs  to  learn,  rather  than 
expecting  them  to  join  modern  civilization.  The  nations  of  the  world 
gather  in  the  "house  of  mica"  for  the  same  reason  the  Hopi  knock  on  its 
door.  By  opening  the  door,  the  people  inside  could  open  the  way  to  the 
endless  path  for  the  modern  world.  This  would  mean  joining  with  the  Hopi 
for  mutual  learning,  without  bringing  plans  on  one's  own. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
for  a green  and  peaceful  planet  for  the  Seventh  Generation 
David  Yarrow  at  Turtle  EyeLand 


c/o  Broeckx,  P.0.  Box  6034,  Albany,  NY  12206 
dyarrow@igc.apc.org  518-426-0563 

Birth  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  lets  us  know  we  are  at  a crossroads 
--  either  return  to  balance  or  face  global  disaster. 

It's  our  duty  to  return  to  sacred  places  and  pray  for  world  peace 

--  if  we  do  not  do  this,  our  children  will  suffer. 

--  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  Lakota-Dakota-Nakota  Nation 

19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe 

++  WORLD  PEACE  AND  PRAYER  DAY  **  3 LINE  21,  1996  **  DOIN  US  IN  PEACE  ++ 

"RE : BIA  Runs  Out  Of  Time"  

Date:  Tue,  11  Dun  1996  05:43:19  -0400 
From:  "Dordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@dickshovel . com> 

Sub j : BIA  Runs  Out  Of  Time 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Dune  10,  1996  Bob  Peregoy  or  Keith  Harper  at  202/785-4166 

300,000  INDIANS  SUE  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT  FOR  MISMANAGING  THEIR  MONEY 
Class  Action  Suit  to  Address  Largest  Financial  Scandal  Ever  Involving 
Federal  Government  - Billions  of  Dollars  Potentially  at  Stake 

BOULDER,  CO  - Three  hundred  thousand  individual  Indian  account  holders 
filed  a class  action  lawsuit  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  today 
in  federal  court  demanding  a full  accounting  of  a Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  (BIA)  trust  fund  through  which  billions  of  dollars  in  Indian 
money  have  flowed  for  decades.  Independent  sources  say  the  fund, 
comprised  of  fees  paid  for  the  use  of  Indian  lands,  is  in  total  disarray. 

In  the  largest  financial  scandal  lawsuit  against  the  federal  government, 
attorneys  including  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund  (NARF)  hope  to  force 
the  Secretaries  of  Interior  and  Treasury  to  determine  what  has  happened 
to  money  the  government  holds  for  individual  Indians  throughout  the 
country. 

"The  BIA  has  spent  more  than  100  years  mismanaging,  diverting  and  losing 
money  that  belongs  to  Indians,"  says  Dohn  Echohawk,  Executive  Director  of 
the  Native  American  Rights  Fund.  "They  have  no  idea  how  much  has  been 
collected  from  the  companies  that  use  our  land  and  are  unable  to  provide 
even  a basic,  regular  statement  to  Indian  account  holders.  Every  day  we 
wait  they  are  losing  more  and  more  of  our  money." 

A press  conference  to  announce  the  major  class-action  lawsuit  against 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt,  Assistant  Secretary  for 
Indian  Affairs  Ada  Deer,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Robert  Rubin, 
will  be  held  TODAY,  Dune  10th,  at  10:00  a.m.  (EDT)  in  the  First  Amendment 
Room  of  the  National  Press  Club  (529  14th  Street,  NW,  Washington,  DC). 

Dohn  Echohawk,  Executive  Director  of  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund,  and 
Elouise  Cobell,  Project  Director  for  the  Indian  Monies  Trust  Correction 
and  Recovery  Project  will  be  available  for  comment. 

Should  anyone  wish  further  information  on  this  issue  please  visit 
http://www.pobox.com/~jsd/bur.html 

Nvwhtohiyada . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  (4  Star  Magellan  site) 
http : //www. pobox. com/~j  sd/ f irst nations . html 
Wounded  Knee  Home  Page 
http : //www. pobox. com/~jsd/WKmasscre . html 

"RE;  Indian  Health  Service  Rates"  

Date:  Mon,  10  Dun  1996  08:53:05  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Brenda  D.  Bellonger"  <bbellong@CapAccess.org> 


Sub j : fwd:  HHS/IHS  Press  Release  - HCFA  rates  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

For  your  information,  from  IHS  public  affairs  office.  Brenda 

[Original  Message] 

Please  share  this  information  with  others.  There  is  no  restriction  on 
distribution.  A copy  on  HHS  News  Release  paper  is  available  by  contacting 
this  office. 

Date:  Dune  7,  1996 
For  Release:  Immediately 

Contact:  Indian  Flealth  Service,  Office  of  Communications  (301)  443-3593 

Headline:  HEALTH  CARE  FINANCING  ADMINISTRATION  UPDATES  MEDICARE,  MEDICAID 
REIMBURSEMENT  RATES  FOR  INDIAN  HEALTH  SERVICE  FACILITIES 

In  an  agreement  between  two  agencies  of  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services,  the  Health  Care  Financing  Administration  (HCFA)  has  updated 
the  method  it  uses  to  reimburse  the  Indian  Health  Service  (IHS)  for  health 
care  services  provided  to  American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  eligible  for 
Medicare  and  Medicaid.  The  new  method,  which  is  retroactive  to  Dan.  1,  1996, 
is  expected  to  produce  a $65  million  gain  in  annual  third-party  reimbursements 
for  the  IHS. 

"These  new  rates  bring  the  IHS  closer  to  parity  with  the  rates  that  HCFA 
uses  to  reimburse  other  federal  health  care  providers  for  the  same  services," 
said  HHS  Secretary  Donna  E.  Shalala.  "The  rates  are  the  result  of  HHS 
agencies  working  together  to  effectively  discharge  our  responsibility  to 
improve  the  quality  of  health  care  provided  to  American  citizens." 

Inpatient  Medicaid  rates  for  all  states  but  Alaska  are  now  $736  per  day 
(51  percent  increase).  In  Alaska,  the  inpatient  Medicaid  rate  is  $930  per  day 
(63  percent  increase).  Inpatient  Medicare  rates  vary,  and  are  based  on 
diagnostic  related  groupings. 

Outpatient  Medicare  and  Medicaid  rates  for  all  states  but  Alaska  are  now  $147 
per  visit  (55  percent  increase).  In  Alaska,  the  outpatient  Medicare  and 
Medicaid  rate  is  $233  per  visit  (47  percent  increase). 

"I  am  pleased  that  HCFA  staff,  working  closely  with  our  IHS  partners, 
have  come  up  with  a method  that  will  more  accurately  reimburse  IHS  facilities 
for  providing  health  care  services,"  said 
HCFA  Administrator  Bruce  C.  Vladeck. 

Dr.  Michael  Trujillo,  director  of  the  Indian  Health  Service,  said  the  new 
reimbursement  rates  "will  cover  more  of  the  costs  of  providing  health  services 
to  our  Medicare  and  Medicaid  beneficiaries,  so  we  can  redirect  IHS'  limited 
appropriated  funds  to  address  some  other  unmet  health  needs  of  Indian  people." 

The  Indian  Health  Service,  an  operating  division  within  HHS,  is 
responsible  for  providing  federal  health  services  to  American  Indians  and 
Alaska  Natives.  The  provision  of  health  services  to  federally  recognized 
Indians  grew  out  of  a special  relationship  between  the  federal  government  and 
Indian  tribes.  The  IHS  provides  health  services  to  approximately  1.4  million 
American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  who  belong  to  more  than  550  federally 
recognized  tribes  in  34  states. 

### 

Tony  Kendrick,  Acting  Director  of  Communications  and  FOIA  Officer 
301-443-3593,  Fax  301-443-0507 
SSW : [IHS . TKENDRIC] 

Internet : TKENDRIC@IHS . SSW . DHHS . GOV 

"RE:  North  America's  Super  Lottery"  

Date:  Wed,  5 Dun  1996  01:40:21  +0000 
From:  "David  Yarrow"  <dyarrow@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : North  America's  super  lottery:  a genetic  jackpot 

UUCP  email 


Dear  Valerie  at  Village  Voice, 


During  the  afternoon  I faxed  you  several  pages  about  high  level  spiritual 
goings  on  among  native  Americans.  I realize  my  fellow  whites  have  great 
difficulty  perceiving  the  awesome  significance  of  the  interwoven  tales  I 
faxed.  We  pay  closer  attention  to  scientific  manipulations  of  DNA, 
genetic  engineering  and  embryo  transplant  technology  than  we  do  to  the 
natural  "Miracle"  of  the  birth  of  a white  buffalo  calf. 

This  white  buffalo  was  born  at  a full  moon  just  when  Hopi  blue  corn 
farmer  and  saint  Titus  received  the  unsung  half  of  the  Purification  Song. 
This  synchrony  is  complete  mystery  to  whites  who  still  see  indians  as 
historical  icons  and  stereotypes  to  be  remembered  at  Thanksgiving  and 
Columbus  Day,  and  Spirit  as  "supernatural"  and  other-worldly. 

My  Hiroshima  Day  6000  volt  jolt  was  the  new  moon  in  August  '92.  The 
white  buffalo  was  born  two  years,  two  weeks  and  a few  miles  from  when  and 
where  I was  electrocuted  in  Wisconsin  --  further  testimony  how  tight  my 
personal  karma  is  wound  around  these  events.  Why  me?  I've  not  a drop  of 
indian  blood  in  me. 

Please  digest  these  materials  carefully;  chew  them  well;  perceive  how 
these  carefully  crafted  threads  weave  a greater  tapestry  of  humanity  and 
Earth  at  its  turning  --  a planetary  solstice  at  the  end  of  a millennial 
cycle . 

Yesterday,  trying  to  highlight,  clarify  and  focus  the  import  of  this  to 
the  psychologist  who  visits  me  every  other  week  as  part  of  my  "long  term 
disability  care"  under  the  Visiting  Nurses  of  Albany,  i said: 

"Imagine  they  held  a lottery  in  America  where  every  state  that  has  one 
agreed  to  pool  their  jackpot  and  offer  a joint,  one  time  super  lottery. 

And  casinos,  sensing  a real  hot  odds  opportunity,  joined  in  and  put  more 
millions  in  this  one  time  betting  pool.  Not  to  be  outdone,  bingo  halls  - 
- including  churches  --  chimed  in  with  their  prize  kitties  to  up  the  ante 
to  a billion  dollars." 

"Americans  went  ape,  buying  tickets  like  the  last  plane  out  of  Saigon- 
becoming-Ho-Chi-Minh-City . " 

"The  odds  a white  buffalo  would  be  born  after  its  gene  pool  was  depleted 
to  near-extinction  in  the  last  century  of  deliberate  slaughter  by 
military  and  railroads  are  far  greater  than  the  chance  someone  would  win 
this  super  all-America  lottery." 

"Anyway,  the  winner  turned  up  a poor  indian  from  South  Dakota  with  a 
centuries-old  clay  pipe " 

[My  housemate  and  caretaker  George,  hearing  this,  said,  "So  they  changed 
the  lottery  rules  real  fast."] 

I continued,  "That's  what  happened  Aug.  20,  '94.  buffalo,  indians  and 
indigenous  native  life  forms  of  North  America  won  a 'supernatural' 
(spiritual)  genetic  jackpot  in  a continental  chromosomal  lottery.  Only 
the  prize  isn't  a billion  dollars.  Prize  in  this  DNA  betting  pool  is 
species  survival." 

"One  prophecy  regarding  birth  of  the  white  buffalo  is  this  signals  a 
return  of  the  buffalo.  Down  side  to  this  resurgence  of  indigenous  species 
bloodlines  is  decline  and  extinction  of  cows.  And  the  Bull  --  like 
Merrill- Lynch  on  Manhattan's  Wall  St.  --  symbolizes  American  power: 
financial,  military,  dietary,  biologic,  ecologic,  metaphoric,  and 
metaphysic . " 

"Westerns  aren't  about  cowboys  and  indians.  They're  about  cows.  Raised 
on  ranches,  herded  to  rail  heads  to  ship  east  to  feed  a rapidly  expanding 
industrial  civilization.  Think  of  stockyards  of  19th  century  Chicago  -- 
the  Commodities  Market  there  today.  Hey,  it's  Chicago  Bulls  in  the  NBA 
Championship. " 

"Remember  the  children  of  Israel  in  the  Sinai  wilderness  while  Moses  was 
up  on  the  mountain?  Worshipped  a golden  calf,  did  they?  Look  what  it 
got  them  then.  Forty  years  wandering  the  wilderness.  Where  are  we  now 
in  the  cycles  of  the  ages?" 

"Closer  to  our  century,  remember  the  Blight  which  wiped  out  the  Irish 
Lumper  potato  --  in  one  year  --  to  send  one  million  into  death  by 
starvation,  and  another  million  to  American  shores?  The  potato  was  not 
indigenous  to  Europe,  but  had  been  recently  brought  by  Spanish  from 
central  America . " 


"To  bring  this  down  to  our  modern  moment,  consider  BSE  --  Britain's  Mad 
Cow  Disease  --  as  prelude  to  a genetic  bovine  breakdown  induced  (might  I 
imply  on  the  sly)  by  our  violation  of  common  sense,  natural  law  and 
divine  instructions." 

"Does  this  help  bring  light  and  coherence  to  all  my  pages  of  faxes?" 

My  psychologist  left  at  end  of  her  allotted  hour  fumbling  and  mumbling 
if  all  this  is  true,  and  whether  it  means  what  my  words  imply 

So,  right  now  a large  horseback  assembly  of  indigenous  people  are  riding 
across  Canadian  prairies.  By  Summer  Solstice  high-light,  they  will 
arrive  at  Devil's  Tower  --  a volcanic  postpile  in  the  Black  Hills  of 
South  Dakota.  Meanwhile,  one  of  Titus  moccasins  sits  atop  San  Francisco 
peaks  --  sacred  volcanic  mountain  north  of  Flagstaff,  AZ  atop  the  mile- 
high  Colorado  Plateau  and  Painted  Desert.  The  other  sits  on  a sacred 
volcano  on  an  Asian  island  across  Pacific  Ocean  and  International 
Dateline . 

Last  Saturday  a friend  took  my  broken  body  to  a Peace  Pagoda  in 
Berkshire  foothills  east  of  Albany  to  celebrate  Buddha's  birthday.  I 
told  the  tale  of  Titus,  Purification  Song,  white  buffalo  calf.  Global 
Moccasin  Ceremony,  and  World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day  to  a multi- 
denominational,  inter-religious,  cross-cultural  audience  who  immediately 
began  to  grasp  ad  gasp  its  significance.  The  pagoda  caretaker  --  a 
Buddhist  nun  from  Dapan  --  was  deeply  grateful  for  my  news.  Already 
word  is  circulating  across  the  Pacific  about  a moccasin  on  Mt.  Fuji 

On  Dune  20  thousands  of  people  world-wide  will  sing  and  pray  for  east- 
west  unity.  The  next  day  hundreds  of  thousands  will  unite  in  synchronous 
prayer  for  world  peace.  Quietly,  for  one  hour. 

Afterwards,  humanity  begins  a new  chapter  on  Earth. 

I leave  untouched  the  tale  of  the  Great  Pyramid  Prophecy  with  its 
rainbow  door.  Note  my  Turtle  EyeLand  letterhead  has  two  eyes:  one  an 
indigenous  Star  Woman  on  Turtle's  back;  the  other  atop  a Pyramid,  like  on 
the  Great  Seal  of  the  U.S.A.  This,  too,  is  a mother  lode  of  metaphor  and 
meaning  about  the  hidden  forces  that  shape  global  destinies.  I could  go 
on  a whole  page  about  rainbows 

I've  got  to  quit;  my  back  and  legs  are  in  awful,  painful  spasm.  My  head 
aches  a little  from  this  intensely  fun  focus.  Mull  these  pages  of  words 
carefully  and  bounce  me  an  email. 

--  david 


"RE : Moonface  Bear  Crosses  Over"  

Date:  96/06/06  07:50 

From:  DEANDFS@aol.com 
Sub j : Moonface  Bear 

UUCP  email 

Hau,  brother  and  sister  -- 

I've  just  gotten  the  news  that  Moonface  Bear,  the  War  Chief  of  the  Golden 
Hill  Paugussetts,  has  unexpectedly  died  at  the  age  of  37,  of  lymphoma. 

Moonface  Bear  is  probably  best  remembered  for  an  armed  standoff  several  yea 
ago  with  the  Connecticut  State  Police,  when  the  state  was  trying  to  force  its 
way  onto  the  reservation  to  close  down  smoke  shops  which  were  not  collecting 
state  cigarette  taxes.  But  "Moon",  as  he  was  familiarly  known,  was  also  a 
staunch  advocate  for  Native  rights  and  culture.  He  was  the  leader  of  a 
drumming  group  that  was  very  popular  at  area  pow-wows. 

--Distant  Eagle 

"RE;  Oregon  Governor  Executive  Order"  

Date:  08  Dun  96  11:08:00  EDT 

From:  Dim  Casto  <104102. 1112@CompuServe.COM> 

Sub j : OR  Gov.  Exec.  Order 

UUCP  email 

[Editorial  note:  Perhaps  some  other  government  officials  and  agencies 


should  be  made  aware  that  such  simple  respect  is  possible] 

At  least  _some_  government  officials  are  trying  to  improve  relations  and 
communications.  <g>  Dim 


Office  of  the  Governor  - State  of  Oregon  Executive  Order  No.  EO-96-30 

State/Tribal  Government-to-Government  Relations 

There  are  nine  federally  recognized  Indian  tribal  governments  located  in 
the  State  of  Oregon.  These  Indian  tribes  were  in  existence  prior  to  the 
formation  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  thus  retain  a unique  legal 
status.  The  importance  of  recognizing  the  relationship  that  exists  between 
the  tribes  and  state  government  can  not  be  underestimated. 

As  sovereigns  the  tribes  and  the  State  of  Oregon  must  work  together  to 
develop  mutual  respect  for  the  sovereign  interests  of  both  parties.  The 
relationships  between  our  governmental  structures  can  only  be  built 
through  trust  and  mutual  respect. 

The  purpose  of  formalizing  the  government-to-government  relationship  that 
exists  between  Oregon's  Indian  tribes  and  the  State  is  to  establish  a 
process  which  can  assist  in  resolving  potential  conflicts,  maximize  key 
inter-governmental  relations  and  enhance  an  exchange  of  ideas  and  resources 
for  the  greater  good  of  all  of  Oregon's  citizens,  whether  tribal  members  or 
not . 

IT  IS  ORDERED  AND  DIRECTED: 

1.  That  the  Governor's  Legal  Counsel,  or  such  other  person  as  the 
Governor  may  from  time  to  time  designate,  shall  be  accountable  to 
the  Governor  for  the  implementation  of  this  Executive  Order  and 

be  responsible  for  convening  an  annual  meeting  where  representatives 
of  the  State  and  the  nine  federally  recognized  Oregon  tribal 
governments  will  work  together  to  achieve  mutual  goals. 

2.  That  the  head  of  each  Cabinet  level  department  who  is  either 
appointed  by  the  Governor  or  who  reports  to  gubernatorial  appointees 
and  is  made  subject  to  this  Order  by  the  Governor  (hereinafter 
"department")  shall  be  accountable  to  the  Governor's  office  for 
adopting  a departmental  State/Tribal  Government  Statement  that: 

a.  Recognizes  that  Oregon  Indian  tribal  governments  are 
interested  in  the  development  of  state  policy  that  affects 
tribal  interests  (hereinafter  "state  policy")  and  recognizes 
the  desirability  of  dialogue  between  tribal  governments  and 
the  state,  with  regards  to  those  state  policies; 

b.  Identifies  key  personnel  of  the  department  as  a "key 
contact[s]"  responsible  for  coordination  with  tribal 
governments; 

c.  Establishes  a process  for  the  identification  of  those  state 
policies  by  designated  tribal  representatives  and  key 
contacts; 

d.  promotes  dialogue  between  Oregon  departments  and  tribal 
governments  on  those  state  policies;  and 

e.  That  advances  the  government-to-government  relationship  by 
notifying  staff  and  employees  of  this  Executive  Order. 

3.  Through  the  process  established  under  this  Executive  Order  the  key 
contacts  and  designated  tribal  representatives  shall  identify  issues 
of  mutual  concern  arising  from  state  policy.  The  departments  and  each 
tribal  government  shall  make  reasonable  efforts  to  design  solutions 
and  develop  programs  to  achieve  mutual  goals  in  relation  to  state 
policy. 

4.  That  each  department  shall  recognize  the  opportunity  to  use  a number 
of  tools  to  achieve  mutual  cooperation  including  but  not  limited 

to  use  of  cooperative  agreements  with  Indian  tribal  governments 
as  provided  for  in  ORS  190.110  when  it  is  appropriate  to  do  so. 

5.  That  each  department  shall  provide  key  managers  with  periodic  training 
which  enables  them  to  better  recognize  Indian  issues  and  to  understand 
and  respect  the  legal  status  of  tribal  governments  and  of  American 


Indians  as  citizens  of  Oregon  who  also  have  their  own  unique  and 
distinct  culture.  It  is  important  as  well  as  for  the  tribes  to  develop 
tribal  training  so  its  members  will  better  understand  the  workings 
and  process  of  state  government.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  state  that 
these  training's  will  enable  the  tribes  and  the  state  to  learn  about 
each  other's  cultures  and  improve  our  mutual  ability  to  communicate 
our  interests  more  clearly.  The  key  contact  and  designated  tribal 
representatives  shall  consult  on  the  scope  and  content  of  training 
as  well  as  the  coverage  of  its  cost. 

6.  That  the  departments  shall  work  cooperatively  to  accomplish  the  goals 
of  this  order. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  state  and  the  tribes  that  this  executive  order  will 
result  in  improving  the  quality  of  communication  between  our  sovereign 
governments.  The  tribes  and  the  state  recognize  that  this  order  cannot  and 
is  not  intended  to  create  a forum  for  resolving  all  issues  between  the 
tribes  and  the  state.  Nor  is  it  meant  to  replace  presently  existing  lines 
of  communications.  Both  tribes  and  the  state  recognize  that  issues  that  are 
the  subject  of  litigation  or  that  are  likely  to  become  the  subject  of 
litigation  are  inappropriate  for  discussion  in  this  process. 

Nothing  in  this  order  shall  require  the  state  or  any  of  its  agencies  to 
violate  or  ignore  any  laws,  rules,  directives  or  other  legal  requirements 
or  obligations  imposed  by  state  or  federal  law  including  but  not  limited  to 
state  Public  Record  laws.  Public  Meeting  laws  and  procedures  of  the  state 
Administrative  Procedures  Act. 

This  document  has  been  adopted  for  the  sole  purpose  of  enhancing 
communication  and  mutual  cooperation  between  the  State  of  Oregon  and  the 
tribal  governments  and  is  not  intended  to,  and  does  not,  create  any  right 
to  administrative  or  judicial  review,  or  any  other  right  or  benefit  or 
responsibility,  substantive  or  procedural,  enforceable  by  a party  against 
the  State  of  Oregon,  its  agencies  or  instrumentality's,  its  officers  or 
employees,  its  subdivisions  or  any  other  persons. 

Done  at  Salem,  Oregon  this  22nd  day  of  May  1996. 

Signed  by:  Dohn  A.  Kitzhaber,  Governor 
Attested  to  by:  Phil  Keisling,  Secretary  of  State 

"RE : Poem:  Morning  Water"  

Date:  Thu,  23  May  96  13:30  PDT 

From:  turtle@aicap.s21.com  (Turtle  Heart) 

Subj : Morning  Water 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Morning  Water 

in  the  light  of  the  morning 

the  water  flows  sweetly  and  cool 

finding  its  way  into  a belly  made  warm 

from  the  dreaming 

tied  like  a feather  to  a stone 

the  taste  of  the  water 

in  the  morning  was  soft 

drifting  me 

but  holding  me 

close  to  the  waking  of  the  earth 
(Morning  Song) 

(c)Copyright  1995,AICAP 

Turtle  Heart.  Ahnishinabeg  Artist,  turtle@aicap.s21.com 
http://aicap.s21.com 

American  Indian  Computer  Art  Project  (AICAP)  619-374-2208 
PO  Box  111,  Johannesburg  California  93528-0111 
Land  of  Kaw-ii-Su  Ancestor.  Land  of  Light. 


RE:  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 


Date:  96/06/05  00:36 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub  j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  16-22 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

16 

Acknowledge  the  duality  of  life  in  everything  you  do. 

17 

Embrace  life  with  joy,  and  never  let  it  go! 

18 

All  great  schemes  were  born  of  dreams. 

19 

Sing  with  the  voice  of  the  wind. 

20 

In  the  hidden  places  are  found  the  rarest  of  flowers. 

21 

Summer's  moon  is  rising  now  above  the  mountains. 

22 

Speak  softly  of  your  secret  joys. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  6 Dune  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

From:  ccstar@tiac.net  (Don  Hoffman) 

Sub j : Circle  of  1000  drums 
Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

Annual  Circle  of  1000  Drums 
Awareness  for  Mother  Earth 
Dune  22,  23 

"Vision  of  1000  drums"  Experienced  by  Gil  Tarbox 

For  many  years  the  feelings  that  burn  deep  within  my  heart  are 
feelings  of  loss  and  remorse.  Loss  whenever  a tree  was  cut  down  or  a 
lot  of  land  dug. 

THIS  FEELING  HAS  NOW  BROUGHT  ME  TO  MY  VISION  AND  QUEST. 

While  driving  across  New  Hampshire,  I was  listening  to  the  song 
"For  the  Children"  by  Denean.  From  the  inspiration  of  this  song,  came 
a spiraling  circle  in  the  clouds.  This  led  to  the  awe  inspiring  vision 
of  1,000  drums  beating  as  one,  echoing  the  heart  beat  of  all  for  the 
healing  and  unity  of  Mother  Earth.  I knew  then  that  I had  to  gather  all 
the  Healing  Circles  together  to  start  the  healing  of  Mother  Earth.  To 
bring  together  1,000  drums  beating  in  unison  for  Mother  Earth.  The 
Spiritual  vortexes  across  our  planet  will  channel  their  healing  energies 
at  the  same  time,  enhancing  the  power  of  our  own  inner  flame.  We  will  be 
a conduit  for  the  massive  powers  that  echo  across  the  land  to  reach  the 
core  of  our  planet. 


WE  CAN  AND  WILL  HEAL  MOTHER  EARTH!  "AH  HO 


CATCH  THE  SPIRIT! 

Date:  Dune  22  & 23,  1996 

Time:  Saturday  and  Sunday  12pm  - 6pm  EST 

Place:  Winter  Island,  Salem  MA 

also  many  circles  joining  in  ALL  over  the  world! 

Cost:  Adults  $4.00,  Children  under  12  & Senior  citizens  FREE 
This  is  a nonprofit  spiritual  event,  proceeds  go  toward  the  cost 
of  the  Event:  Rent,  porta-potties,  etc...  ANY  profits  will  be  donated  in 
full  to  Navaho  children  on  one  of  the  poorest  reservations  in  this  country. 
Last  year  we  came  up  short  but  still  donated  hundreds  of  T-shirts  to  the 
kids!  :)  :) 

Saturday,  Dune  22,  1996 

Grand  entry  12  noon 

Native  pow  wow  dancing:  12  & 3 

Two  gatherings  of  drums  for  Mother  Earth:  1:30  & 4:30 
On  going  instructional  workshops 
6pm  to  7pm  Clean  up 
Sunday,  Dune  23  , 1996 

Greeting  and  meditation  of  the  morning  star:  At  sunrise! 

Grand  entry:  12  noon 

Native  pow  wow  dancing:  12  & 3 

Two  gatherings  of  drums  for  Mother  Earth:  1:30  & 4:30 
6pm  to  7pm  Clean  up 

Sponsors,  participants  and  volunteers  please  contact: 

Gil  Tarbox  at  (617)  598-4321  or  fax:  (617)  581-6060 
You  can  reach  us  by  e-mail  at : ccstar@tiac . net 

VISIT  OUR  NEW  WEBSITE!  http : //www . tiac . net/users/ccstar/drums 
We  have  lots  of  neat  pictures  from  last  years  festival! 

NOTE:  If  you  can't  come  to  Salem  MA,  Dust  form  a circle  and  join  in 
with  us  1:30pm  and  4:30pm  Eastern  US  Time!  There  will  be  circles  joining 
us  from  all  over  the  World!  We  CAN  heal  Mother  Earth. 


From:  mcampl@ix.netcom.com  (MERLYN  CAMP  ) 

Sub j : Maidu-Miwok  BigTime  PowWow 

Auburn  Dam  Overlook 
Auburn,  CA 
September  6-8,  1996 
Free  Event  Includes: 

Competition  Dancing  Education  Day  (9/6/96) 

Vender  Booths  Craft  Demonstrations 

Food 

For  Event  Information,  Please  Contact  Shirley  at  (916)  888-0329 
For  Education  Day  Information,  Contact  Dill  at  (916)  477-5797 
For  Vendor  Booth  Information  Contact  Stan  or  Roz  at  (916)  346-8112 
Absolutely  no  alcohol,  drugs  or  firearms  allowed  at  this  event. 


From:  bmairs@Silk.Net  (Brian  Mairs) 

Sub j : World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day  - Kelowna  BC,  Canada 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  Central  Okanagan  Indian  Friendship  Society  (COIFS),  in  downtown 
Kelowna,  British  Columbia,  in  the  Heart  of  the  Okanagan  Valley,  is 
holding  a prayer  ceremony  starting  at  9am  for  anyone  in  our  area. 

If  you  are  in  Kelowna  or  plan  on  being  in  the  Central  Okanagan  Valley 
at  this  time,  join  us  in  our  common  voice  to  the  Creator. 

COIFS 

442  Leon  Ave 
Kelowna  BC  V1Y  6D3 
(604)  763-4905  (PH.) 

(604)  861-5514  (FAX) 


From:  McAfee  Chuck  <cmcafee@spot . Colorado . EDU> 


Sub j : Telecommunications  Conference  for  American  Indian  Tribes  (fwd) 
Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Sat,  01  Dun  1996  15:14:56  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Olivia  Vanegas-Funcheon  <ovfl23@asu . edu> 

To:  cmcafee@spot.Colorado.EDU 

Subj : Telecommunications  Conference  for  American  Indian  Tribes 

MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS! ! ! 

Telecommunications  Technology: 

The  Opportunities  and  Challenges  for  Native  America 
September  19-20,  1996 
The  Grace  Inn  at  Ahwatukee 
Phoenix,  Arizona 
Workshop  topics  include: 

. Steps  to  owning  your  own  phone  company 
. Ownership  through  acquisition,  leasing  and  competition 
. Economic  and  business  opportunities 
. The  basics  of  telecommunications 
. Taxation  and  right  of  way  issues 
. New/future  technologies 
. Financial  resources 
. The  Internet 

For  information  call: 

Center  for  American  Indian 
Economic  Development 
(520)  523-7320 

Co-Sponsored  by:  Arizona  Native  American  Economic  Coalition,  Center  for 
American  Indian  Economic  Development,  AT&T,  APS,  Flicks  & Ragland 
Engineering  CO.,  Inc.,  Southwest  Scene,  National  Center  for  American 
Indian  Enterprise  Development 

Olivia  Vanegas  Funcheon,  ASU  West  MBA  Student 


H-H— //-//- 

Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Floop:  Tom  Mahoney, 

Tariq  Flassan-Gordon  via  Prison  News  Service,  Danet  Smith,  Debra  Sanders, 
Doe  Campagna,  Tony  Kendrick  via  Brenda  D.  Bellonger,  David  Yarrow, 

Dim  Casto,  Turtle  Fleart  (mending  the  Sacred  Floop  with  song  poems). 

Sky  Crosby,  Dordan  S.  Dill,  Distant  Eagle,  William  M.  Flavens,  Arlie  Neskah 
Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr.,  David  Burlingame,  Mike  & Ola  Cassadore  Davis 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCFIAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  13  Dune  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

From:  andrea@scicom.alphacdc.com  (Andrea  Lord) 

Subj:  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  conference  (13-16  Dune,  N Carolina) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 

INDIGENOUS  ENVIRONMENTAL  NETWORK 


Conference  Planning  Office 
P.O.Box  2259 
Cherokee,  NC  28719 

ph:  (704)497-5203  fax:  (704)  497-5033 
National  Office 
P.O.Box  485 
Bemidji,  MN  56601 

ph:  (218)  751-4967  fax:  (218)  751-0561 
email:  ien@igc.apc.org 

NATIVE-AMERICANS  TO  CONVENE  ON  THE  ENVIRONMENT  THIS  MONTH: 

The  human  health  threat  of  nuclear  waste  and  other  man-made  pollutants  of 
major  concern. 

Cherokee,  NC  — Native  Tribes  in  Ward  Valley,  Nevada  and  Prairie 
Island  Minnesota  are  fighting  to  save  their  homelands  from  environmental 
degradation.  These  and  other  native  communities  faced  with  severe 
environmental  issues  will  join  other  grassroots  organization  at  the  seventh 
annual  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  (IEN),  Protect  Mother  Earth 
conference  in  Cherokee  North  Carolina  on  Tune  13-16. 

The  IEN,  an  alliance  of  indigenous  community  based  people,  has  a mission 
to  strengthen,  maintain,  protect  and  respect  the  traditional  teachings, 
lifestyles  and  spiritual  interdependence  and  the  sacredness  of  mother  earth 
and  natural  laws. 

The  annual  gathering,  this  year,  bear  the  theme,  "Our  Rivers  Are  Life," 
and  features  educational  workshops  in  areas  such  as  environmental 
protection,  traditional  ecological  knowledge,  natural  resource  management 
protection  of  endangered  species,  sustainable  development  and  community 
based  organizing.  One  key  focus  of  the  event  will  be  to  expose  the  link 
between  man-made  pollutants  to  global  health  problems  and  the  decline 
in  the  environment,  especially  where  Native  Americans  live.  Another  major 
issue  will  be  the  negative  impacts  of  mining  on  Native  lands.  A special 
report  will  be  made  available  at  the  conference  detailing  the  extensive 
water  contamination  due  to  mining,  as  well  as  the  destruction  of  sacred 
sites  and  the  decline  in  habitats  and  vegetation,  including  medicinal 
plants  that  are  relied  on  by  native  communities. 

"Indigenous  people  are  continually  faced  with  threats  to  our  environment. 
Not  only  our  land  but  our  food  we  eat  and  water  we  drink.  Man-made  chemical 
hazards  such  as  nuclear  waste  and  chlorine  are  not  only  threatening  our 
environment  but  our  health  and  our  future  generations."  Jackie  Warledo,  IEN 
Conference  Coordinator  and  Native  Lands  Campaigner  with  Greenpeace.  "As  far 
as  mining  is  concerned,  entire  Native  cultures  are  experiencing  detrimental 
affects  especially  since  Native  culture  is  a subsistent  culture." 

The  residents  of  Ward  Valley  have  received  national  attention  for  their 
struggle  to  stop  the  siting  of  a low-level  radioactive  waste  dump  in  that 
area.  Prairie  Island  nuclear  waste  storage  borders  the  community  who  has 
spent  years  trying  to  keep  their  homes  from  becoming  a dump  site. 

Representatives  from  both  these  communities  will  be  on  hand  to  offer 
organizing  tips  to  other  tribes  faced  with  similar  struggles.  Some  of  the 
other  workshops  offered  are;  Water  and  Soil  Testing,  Stopping  Nuclear  and 
Toxic  Dumping  on  Indigenous  Lands,  Organizing  Around  Health  Concerns,  and 
a Youth  Circle  of  teens  and  young  adults. 

The  conference  organizers  expect  approximately  1,200  people  from  over  a 
hundred  Indigenous  Nations  and  numerous  grassroots  communities.  Workshops 
and  plenaries  will  be  focusing  on  environmental  issues,  traditional  eco- 
knowledge  community  development  and  community-based  strategies. 

Contact:Tom  Goldtooth,  Executive  Director  IEN  (218)  751-4967 

Jackie  Warledo,  Conference  Coordinator  (918)  743-6530 

IEN  Conference  Office  (704)  497-5203 


From:  wasicuwin@aol.com 

Sub j : Iroquois  Festival  (Fonda,  NY,  22-23  June) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  third  annual  June  Festival  will  be  held  at  the  Kanatsiohareke  Mohawk 
community  in  Fonda,  N.Y.  on  June  22-23  from  10am-10pm 
The  schedule  for  June  22  will  feature: 


An  Elvis  impersonator 
A chicken  barbecue  in  the  evening 
Live  country  music 
Dune  23  will  feature: 
a quilt  and  craft  auction  at  1pm 
Iroquois  social  dance 
Both  days  will  include: 

Native  American  and  Amish  craft  vendors 

Food;  Indian  tacos,  corn  soup,  clam  chowder  hot  dogs  hamburgers 

Live  entertainment 

Storytelling 

Activities  for  children 

Horse  drawn  Wagon  Rides 

There  will  be  a special  performance  of  Bharata  Natyam  (a  Sacred  Dance 
India)  by  the  Lotus  Studios  dance  troupe 
Admission : 

Adults  $3 
Children  5-12  $1 
Children  under  5 Free 

Contact  me  for  directions  wasicuwin@aol.com 
Sken:nen  kenhak,  Sandy 


From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (Dohn  Berry) 

Sub j : NADA  Conference  - Dune  19-22  (Bangor,  Maine) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

1996  Native  American  Dournalists  Association  12th  Annual  Conference 
Building  Bridges  of  Communication 
Bangor,  Maine 
Dune  19-22 

Featuring  a joint  session  with  the  United  South  & Eastern  Tribes 
Lodging:  The  main  hotel  for  the  1996  NADA  Conference  will  be  the 
Holiday  Inn  Civic  Center,  500  Maine  St.,  Bangor,  Maine.  For 
reservations  call  (207)947-8651  or  (800)799-8651.  Rates  are 
$65/night,  single  or  double.  Overflow  to  Holiday  Inn  Odlin  Rd, 
(207)947-0101  or  (800)914-0101  at  $57/night  single  or  double,  about  2 
miles  from  host  hotel  - free  shuttle  between  hotels. 

Free  shuttle  between  Bangor  airport  and  hotels.  Shuttle  between 
Portland,  Maine  airport  and  hotels  in  Bangor  is  $20.00. 

NADA  shootout:  Photographers  will  compete  for  cash  prizes  in  the  2nd 
annual  NADA  shoot-out  sponsored  by  the  New  York  Times.  Begins  at  8am 
on  Thursday,  Dune  19th  for  the  first  20  contestants  to  sign  up  in  the 
conference  registration  area.  Participants  must  be  NADA  members  in 
good  standing.  Participants  must  provide  their  own  camera  - film  and 
transportation  will  be  provided  for  contest.  Contest  will  be  judged 
by  professional  photojournalists  on  Friday. 

INVITED  SPEAKERS/PRESENTERS: 

Gary  Farmer  - actor  and  magazine  publisher 

Doanne  Shenandoah  - singer 

Ada  Deer  - Assist.  Sec.  for  Indian  Affairs 

Clayton  Lonetree  - freed  ex-Marine  convicted  of  espionage 

Charlie  Hill  - comedian  and  script  writer 

HIGHLIGHTS: 

Traditional  meal  on  Indian  Island 
Maine  Lobster  Dinner  and  Silent  Auction 
Best  of  Native  Dournalism  awards  banquet 
Free  Press  Discussion 

"Troubled  Waters,"  a Newsmaker  luncheon  on  an  environmental 
controversy  over  Maine's  Penobscot  River 
"Meet  the  Members"  Breakfast 
A Serious  look  at  Indian  Humor 

"A  Warrior  Returns":  Clayton  Lonetree  tells  his  story 

Struggles  for  Urban  Indians 

Issues  in  Federal  Recognition  of  Tribes 


Gaming  Issues 
Repatriation 

"Native  Voice"  Student  Newspaper  project 
Video  Project  for  Students 

Radio  short-course  for  beginning  professionals 
Skills-building  workshops 

Critiques  for  newswriting,  radio,  television  and  newspaper  design. 


For  more  information  contact: 

Kesley  Edmo  Dr.,  Conference  Coordinator  (505)897-2014  or  fax 
(505)899-5822  WWW  Address:  http://www.medill.nwu.edu/naja/ 
Deff  Harjo,  Interim  Projects  Director  (612)874-8833  or  fax 
(612)874-9007  or  E-mail:  Najanut@aol.com 


From:  wasicuwin@aol.com 

Sub j : World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day  P.I.C.T. 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

For  those  who  have  requested  information  on  P.I.C.T's  (6/21)  Summer 
Solstice  Ceremony  above  the  Delaware  Water  Gap,  the  location  is 
essentially  along  the  Delaware  River  on  the  New  Dersey/Pennsylvania  border. 

Rte  80  W.  (the  last  rest  area  in  N.D.  at  Dunfield  Creek)  Follow  the 
water  that  flows  over  the  rocks  at  that  point  to  the  little  wooden  bridge 
on  the  right;  Cross  the  creek  and  follow  the  path  to  the  next  bridge; 
cross  and  go  right  to  the  top  two  miles  or  so  up  the  trail.  There  is 
a clearing  at  the  top. 

Sken:nen  kenhak,  Sandy 


From:  rstanfor@frontiernet.net  (Ron  & Eileen  Stanford) 

Sub j : World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day  (near  Rochester,  NY,  21  Dune) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

O'Siyo  All, 

For  those  of  us  who  live  in  the  Rochester  NY  area  and  cannot  make  the 
trip  to  South  Dakota  for  the  World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day  there  will  be  a 
ceremony  in  our  area  on  Dune  21. 

Ganondagan  State  Historic  Site,  a Sacred  Site  to  the  Senecas  will  have  a 
ceremony  to  respond  to  Arvol  Looking  Horse's  request  for  Global  Healing. 

The  Ceremony  to  begin  promptly  at  12:00  Eastern  Time  (To  coordinate  with 
the  Event  that  will  be  held  in  South  Dakota). 

For  more  information  please  call  (716)  742-1690. 

Wado 

Do-na-da  go-hv  (We  will  see  one  another  again) 

Ron 

rstanfor@f rontiernet . com 

"May  the  warm  winds  of  heaven  blow  softly  on  your  home,  and 
may  the  Creator  bless  all  who  enter  there." 


From:  nlclarkl@aol.com 

Sub j : Woodland  Workshops  and  Pow  Wow,  Muncie,  Indiana  (17-23  Dune) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Fifth  Annual  Woodland  Workshops  and  the  Sixth  Annual  Woodland  Nations 
Pow  Wow  will  be  co-sponsored  by  the  23  tribes  of  the  Prophetstown  Council 
for  Great  Lakes  Native  American  Studies  and  the  Minnetrista  Centers, 

Muncie,  Indiana.  The  workshops  will  begin  on  Monday,  Dune  17  and  continue 
through  Friday,  Dune  21.  The  Woodland  Nations  Pow  Wow  will  be  held  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  Dune  22  and  23,  1996,  both  at  the  Minnetrista  Center, 
1200  N.  Minnetrista  Parkway,  Muncie,  Indiana.  Phone  is  317-282-4848. 

The  Workshops  will  feature  the  following  Great  Lakes  Tradition  Bearers: 

Lu  Ellis,  Citizen  Band  Potawatomi,  teaching  Assemblage  Art.  Carolyn  Beigh, 
Ojibwa,  will  be  teaching  how  to  make  Birch  Bark,  turkey  feather  fans,  with 
quillwork.  Renda  Ballew,  Pokagon  Potawatomi  spouse,  will  be  teaching 
beadwork  medallions.  Don  Secondine,  Oklahoma  Delaware,  will  teach  making 
german  silver  broaches.  Eugene  Brown,  Miami  of  Indiana,  will  teach  how  to 


make  river  cane  flutes.  George  Wieske,  will  teach  the  art  of  yarn  finger 
weaving. 

Each  class  will  be  taught  twice.  Class  one  is  from  Monday  through 
Wednesday  at  noon,  and  Class  two  is  from  Wednesday  at  noon  through  Friday. 
The  registration  fee  is  $60.00  per  class  plus  a supply  fee.  Detailed 
information  is  available  by  calling  Holly  McConnell,  Minnetrista  Center, 
at  317-282-4848.  You  must  have  advance  registration  for  the  class. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Woodland  Nations  Pow  Wow  will  begin  on  Saturday, 

Dune  22,  with  a Grand  Entry  at  1:00pm.  Mr.  Frank  Bush,  Potawatomi,  will 
be  the  Head  Veteran  Dancer.  Ms.  Ginger  Schmidlkofer,  Citizen  Band 
Potawatomi  Tribal  Princess,  Shawnee,  Oklahoma,  will  be  the  Head  Woman 
Dancer.  Mr.  Paul  Syrette,  Ojibwa,  Niles,  Michigan  will  be  the  Head  Man 
Dancer.  Honored  drums  will  include  the  Swiftbird  Singers,  Detroit, 
Michigan;  The  Nemaha  Singers,  Pete  Fee,  Lead  Singer,  White  Cloud,  Kansas; 
and  the  Indiana  Twight  Twee  Miami  Singers,  Mr.  Day  Hartleroad,  Lead 
Singer.  Mr.  Clarence  Syrette,  Ojibwa,  Niles,  Michigan  will  be  the 
Master  of  Ceremonies. 

The  Grand  Entry  on  Sunday,  Dune  23,  will  also  be  at  1:00pm.  Over  40 
Native  American  artists  and  craftspeople  have  already  registered  as 
vendors  and  there  will  be  Native  American  Food. 

The  Ke-Shook-Co-To-Qua  Miami  Living  History  Village  will  be  set  up 
both  days  and  will  portray  village  life  of  the  early  1800s. 

There  is  no  admission  charged  and  the  public  is  welcome.  For  more 
information,  call  Minnetrista  Centers,  at  1-800-428-5887  if  in  Indiana, 
Ohio,  Michigan,  Illinois  or  Kentucky  or  317-282-4848. 

"RE:  Response  to  Releases  About  Big  Mountain"  

Date:  Sun,  9 Dun  1996  19:06:16  -0700 

From:  wmhavens@primenet.com  (William  M.  Havens) 

Sub j : Response  to  Press  Releases  about  Big  Mountain 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

THE  TRUTH  ABOUT  BIG  MOUNTAIN 

There  have  been  many  Internet  postings,  newspaper  articles,  radio 
broadcasts,  and  press  releases  recently  about  events  in  the  Big  Mountain 
area  of  the  Hopi  Reservation  in  Northern  Arizona. 

Unfortunately,  most  of  these  articles  and  broadcasts  have  been  based  on 
extremely  biased  and  distorted  information.  Most  of  the  information  that 
the  world  has  had  to  rely  on  to  formulate  their  sense  of  the  situation  has 
been  provided  by  a small  group  of  people  from  the  Big  Mountain  area. 

This  information,  biased  and  distorted  from  the  beginning,  then  gets 
picked  up  by  other  groups  with  their  own  agenda  of  activism  and  further 
distorted  until  there  is  no  longer  any  truth  in  the  reports. 

When  you  were  in  elementary  school,  did  your  teacher  ever  whisper  a 
message  in  the  ear  of  a student  and  then  ask  each  student  in  turn  to  pass 
that  message  on  to  the  next  student  until  it  reached  the  last  student? 

Did  the  final  message  ever  resemble  the  original  message? 

That's  sort  of  what  we  have  here,  except  that  at  each  transfer  point  the 
person  relaying  the  message  appears  to  have  motivation  to  distort  the 
original  message.  Usually,  that  purpose  is  to  inflame  the  situation  and 
thus  justify  radical  militant  involvement  and  to  gain  the  sympathy  and 
financial  support  of  uninformed  outsiders. 

This  article  should  serve  to  debunk  some  of  the  myths  about  Big  Mountain 
and  the  alleged  torment  of  innocent  Navajos  living  in  the  area.  It  should 
also  present  a perspective  more  resembling  that  of  the  Hopis.  I am 
qualified  to  discuss  this  because,  not  only  do  I have  a solid  research 
based  understanding  of  the  history  of  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  reservations  and 
the  expansion  of  the  Navajo  reservation  at  the  expense  of  the  Hopis,  but  I 
am  also  currently  working  right  in  the  middle  of  all  of  this  for  the 
Chairman  of  the  Hopi  Tribe. 

I SHOULD  MAKE  IT  CLEAR  THAT  I AM  SPEAKING  FROM  MY  OWN  EXPERIENCE  AND 
UNDERSTANDING  AND  AM  NOT  OFFICIALLY  REPRESENTING  THE  TRIBE. 

I SIMPLY  THINK  IT  IS  TIME  THE  WORLD  HEARD  ANOTHER  SIDE  TO  THE  ISSUE. 


To  begin  with,  I will  address  recent  Native-L  postings. 

S/21/96,  "Big  Mountain  Emergency" 

"RED  ALERT- -ARRESTS  AND  VIOLENCE  DISRUPT  NAVA30  (DINE')  GATHERING" 

The  Dineh  Alliance  would  have  the  world  believe  that  this  was  "disputed 
territory."  There  is  no  dispute;  this  is  Hopi  land.  The  courts  recognize 
it,  the  Navajo  Nation  recognizes  it,  and  most  of  the  residents  recognize 
it . 

Hopi  Rangers  did  not  disrupt  a "traditional  pipe  ceremony."  In  fact,  it 
was  worked  out  before  hand  that  the  pipe  ceremony  would  be  conducted  with 
no  interference.  The  group  would  be  allowed  to  cross  over  into  Hopi 
Partitioned  Land  (HPL)  from  Navajo  Partitioned  Land  (NPL)  and  back  again 
for  the  ceremony.  All  reports  are  that  this  was  conducted  peacefully  on 
Saturday,  May  25. 

Rangers  did  not  "manhandle  several  elders  from  the  area."  No  matter 
what  the  Dineh  Alliance  would  have  people  believe,  violence  was  not  the 
theme  of  the  police  involvement  at  the  Spring  Gathering.  "Scores  of  law 
enforcement  personnel"  do  not  and  did  not  cover  the  area.  There  are  not 
"scores  of  law  enforcement  personnel"  available  in  the  area.  The  full 
force  of  the  Hopi  Rangers,  even  if  they  could  all  be  on  duty  at  the  same 
time  complemented  by  the  BIA  police  from  the  area  could  not  number  more 
than  20-30  officers.  This  is  hardly  sufficient  to  "surround"  an  area  of 
thousands  of  acres. 

By  May  27,  when  the  "Big  Mountain  Emergency"  article  was  posted, 
everything  was  over  with.  Almost  all  that  was  left  in  the  area  were 
residents.  Inviting  "the  media  and  the  American  public  to  come  and 
witness  the  violence  and  occupation  of  their  ancestral  homelands"  was 
silly;  there  was  nothing  to  see. 

Another  point:  These  are  not  Dine'  "ancestral  homelands."  They  are 
traditional  Hopi  lands.  The  Dineh  Alliance  would  have  us  believe  they  are 
living  on  traditional  Dine'  homelands,  when,  in  fact,  Navajo  people  are 
relatively  new  to  the  area.  It  has  only  been  in  the  last  150  years  or 
less  that  Navajo  people  have  started  to  occupy  traditional  Hopi  lands. 

The  pressures  to  move  west  from  New  Mexico  onto  Hopi  land  in  Arizona 
increased  as  settlement  in  New  Mexico  by  white  settlers  increased  in  the 
fertile  Rio  Grande  Valley  and  cattle  ranching  increased.  The  main  thrust 
of  Navajo  occupation  of  Hopi  land  occurred  after  the  1864  Navajo  treaty 
with  the  United  States  that  established  the  original  Navajo  Reservation. 
This  reservation  was  only  about  3.5  million  acres  and  straddled  the  border 
between  New  Mexico  and  Arizona.  But,  of  course,  this  was  long  before 
those  territories  became  states. 

Pressures  from  the  white  settlers  to  the  East  and  the  increased  need  to 
expand  their  sheep  grazing  areas  pushed  the  Navajos  further  and  further 
into  Hopi  territory.  The  Hopis  had  been  using  the  area  for  a thousand  or 
more  years  before  the  Athabascans  that  later  became  called  Navajo  ever 
even  entered  the  Southwest. 

(The  following  analyses  are  based  on  articles  which  can  be  obtained  from 

NATIVE-L  mailing  list  archives  at  TAMVM1.TAMU.EDU  or  via  the  Web  archives 

(http://bioc09.uthscsa.edu/natnet/archive/nl/9605/0153.html) . --Gary  ] 
"RESPONSE  ONE  OF  TWO" 

Regarding  posting  of  Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  President  Canadian  Alliance  in 
Support  of  Native  Peoples  24  May,  1996 

Another  thing  really  bothers  me;  there  are  groups  like  the  Canadian 
Alliance  that  don't  have  a clue  about  the  Southwest  or  the  history  of 
Navajo  and  Hopi  issues,  except  what  they  read  from  the  Dineh  Alliance,  and 
they  take  very  strong  stands  on  these  issues  that  they  don't  know  anything 
about . 

This  message  from  the  Canadian  Alliance  takes  the  reports  from  the  Dineh 
Alliance  at  face  value  and  doesn't  even  consider  that  there  might  be 
another  side  to  things  or  that  the  truth  might  be  being  misrepresented . 

In  the  matter  of  the  Spring  Gathering,  people  were  not  abused.  The 
entire  state  of  Arizona  is  under  the  worst  drought  in  100  years.  All  of 
the  public  lands  are  closed  due  to  extreme  fire  hazard.  The  Hopi  Tribe 
issued  the  same  kind  of  closures  and  restrictions  on  its  interior.  There 
would  be  no  way,  under  those  conditions,  that  the  Hopi  Tribe  could  allow  a 


gathering  that  was  expected  to  be  anywhere  from  300  to  1000  people  to  take 
place  in  a tinder  box.  Not  to  mention  the  lack  of  available  water  and 
sanitation  facilities.  As  it  was,  the  gathering  was  contained  to 
approximately  50-70  people. 

The  reason  non-Indians  were  turned  back  (not  arrested  or  abused)  was 
that  the  Hopi  reservation  is  essentially  a "closed"  reservation.  The  Hopi 
Tribe  is  usually  pretty  lenient  about  this.  But,  in  states  of  emergency 
or  to  control  crowds,  it  becomes  necessary  to  exercise  and  enforce  that 
"closed"  status.  The  sovereignty  of  Indian  Nations  allows  that  level  of 
control.  The  Hopi  Tribe  has  no  obligation  to  allow  non-Indians  onto  the 
reservation  under  any  circumstances,  let  alone  to  gather  by  the  hundreds, 
except  legitimate  travel  through  the  area  on  state  highways.  BESIDES,  DUST 
WHERE  DO  NON-INDIANS  FIT  INTO  "TRADITIONAL  CEREMONIES"  EXCEPT  TO  PROVIDE 
POLITICAL  AND  FINANCIAL  SUPPORT?  Think  about  it  if  you're  considering 
coming  out  to  Northern  Arizona  to  support  the  "traditional  Navajo 
resistors . " 

Think  also  about  the  "traditional  Navajos"  conducting  "sacred"  Lakota 
ceremonies.  Where  does  all  this  fit  into  "traditional  Navajo  homelands?" 

On  the  subject  of  arrests;  I believe  that  there  were  only  a few  arrests. 
Those  arrests  that  did  take  place  were  based  on  valid  outstanding  warrants 
There  was  an  incident  at  about  1:00  AM  in  which  a car  with  several 
occupants  and  a Navajo  driver  ran  through  a law  enforcement  roadway 
checkpoint  narrowly  missing  an  officer.  The  car  then  slid  off  the  road 
under  pursuit.  The  car  was  searched  and  a Chinese  assault  rifle  of  the 
semi-automatic  variety  was  discovered.  It  was  confiscated  and  the 
occupants  arrested.  The  rifle  was  later  shown  to  be  stolen. 

The  report  from  Thad  Cunejo  that  FBI  was  arresting  people  is  also  absurd 
Where  do  these  people  get  this  stuff?  And  to  say  that  arrests  were  made 
to  "stop  the  sacred  pipe  ceremonies"  is  equally  absurd.  Was  he  even 
there? 

Like  I said  earlier,  discussions  with  the  organizers  of  the  event  led  to 
an  agreement  to  allow  the  procession  into  HPL  to  conduct  the  ceremony. 

This  was  accomplished  successfully  and  without  incident.  Law  enforcement 
agreed  to  be  in  the  area  but  to  be  at  a distance. 

I agree  with  Gary  that  if  "unnecessary  violence  is  being  used"  there 
would  be  "good  reason  for  concern."  BUT,  VIOLENCE  IS  NOT  BEING  USED. 

One  reason  that  you  "have  rarely,  if  ever,  heard  from  the  Hopi"  is  that 
Hopis  prefer  to  adhere  to  their  own  values.  The  propaganda  techniques  of 
the  Dineh  Alliance  are  fine  for  them.  But,  the  Hopis  would  rather  not  be 
sucked  into  those  kind  of  tactics.  When  you  have  faith  in  yourself  and 
faith  in  the  future  being  whatever  it  is  meant  to  be,  there  is  not  that 
drive  to  compete  with  negative  forces. 

5/28/96  "Big  Mountain  Gathering  Blockaded" 

In  this  posting  by  the  International  Indian  Treaty  Council,  the 
distortions  and  misunderstandings  by  outsiders  is  even  more  apparent. 

Rangers  did  not  fire  at  the  camp  or  at  the  sign  as  reported  in  this 
article.  If  shots  were  fired,  no  one  saw  who  did  it.  Ranger  weapons  are 
checked  for  recent  firings. 

Also,  the  claim  that  the  participants  of  the  "Sweat  Lodge  Inipi  Ceremony 
were  forced  to  vacate  the  lodge  before  the  ceremony  was  finished,  because 
of  a 7pm  deadline  set  by  the  Hopi  Tribal  authorities  on  the  presence  of 
non-Indian  guests  at  Camp  Anna  Mae"  are  clear  misunderstandings. 

I know  from  personal  involvement  that  on  Friday  prior  to  the  Saturday 
pipe  ceremony,  organizers  of  the  event  were  asked  if  it  was  correct  that 
the  ceremony  was  only  to  be  a one  day  event  and  if  they  would  be  returning 
to  the  NPL  site  before  dark.  They  acknowledged  that  this  would  be  the 
case  and  when  asked  what  time  they  would  be  leaving  from  the  Pipe  Ceremony 
they  said  probably  by  7:00pm.  This  was  not  a time  restriction  that  was 
imposed  on  the  group  by  the  Hopi  Tribe.  It  was  the  time  that  the 
organizers  said  they  would  be  leaving.  If  participants  were  told  that 
they  were  being  evicted,  so  to  speak,  this  was  misrepresented  to  them. 

If  an  atmosphere  of  fear  resulted  from  the  events  of  the  weekend,  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  Tribe  or  Law  Enforcement  to  create  that.  I know 
that  a police  presence,  even  a remote  one,  often  creates  fear  in  people 


who  are  gathering  for  the  purpose  of  political  activism. 


[ The  following  response  pertains  to  an  article  whose  text  can  be  retrieved 

via  the  Web  at  http://bioc09.uthscsa.edu/natnet/archive/nl/9605/0163.html  ] 
5/28/96,  "Big  Mountain  Statement" 

From:  The  International  Indian  Treaty  Council 

Here  I will  try  to  respond  in  a less  verbose  way  to  specific  points. 

--Yes,  checkpoints  were  set  up  on  the  main  roads  to  the  interior  of  HPL. 

--The  vehicles  that  were  turned  back  were  non-Indians  and  non-residents. 

--There  was  never  an  intention  to  stop  food  from  getting  into  the  area. 
However,  since  the  vehicles  also  had  food  and  it  was  clearly  being  brought 
in  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a large  group  of  people  (which  also 
wasn't  authorized),  the  vehicles  that  were  turned  back  probably  also  had 
food.  No  one  is  starving  at  Big  Mountain  as  activists  would  have  you 
believe. 

--Hopi  does  not  have  a SWAT  team. 

--It  is  not  a violation  of  the  free  exercise  of  religion  to  not  allow 
large  gatherings  of  outsiders  on  HPL.  This  is  well  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Hopi  Tribe,  especially  under  such  extreme  fire  hazard 
conditions . 

Something  I would  like  to  point  out  is  that  the  1974  Settlement  Act 
which  divided  the  so-called  "Joint  Use  Area"  into  Hopi  and  Navajo 
Partitioned  Lands  supported  the  rights  of  each  tribe  and  its  members  to 
continue  to  practice  their  traditional  religions  and  to  have  access  to 
their  sacred  sites  and  shrines.  It  did  not,  however,  allow  for  members  of 
one  tribe  to  deny  the  other  tribe  the  use  of  its  land  by  the  establishment 
of  religious  sites  or  shrines.  This  is  something  that  is  going  on  at  Big 
Mountain.  The  resisters  are  establishing  "sacred  ceremonial  sites"  that 
are  non-traditional  to  the  Navajos  (Pipe  Ceremonies,  Sundance,  etc.)  and 
denying  Hopi  jurisdiction  over  these  sites. 

All  of  the  structures  at  the  sites  are  non-residence  type  unauthorized 
structures  that  were  supposed  to  be  temporary.  The  Hopi  Tribe  has  been 
tolerant  for  the  last  ten  years  in  letting  these  structures  remain.  But, 
now.  Big  Mountain  resisters  are  laying  spiritual  claim  to  these  sites  and 
restricting  and  frustrating  Hopi  Land  Management  and  Law  Enforcement 
access  to  them. 

While  I'm  on  the  topic  of  "Joint  Use  Area,"  (JUA)  I would  like  to  point 
out  that  even  though  the  JUA  was  part  of  the  original  Hopi  Reservation, 
the  Navajos  that  occupied  it  continued  to  behave  as  if  it  were  Navajo  land. 

They  continued  to  frustrate  Hopi  use  of  the  JUA  by  rapidly  moving  into 
the  area  and  by  over  grazing  with  sheep. 

[ See  http://www.primenet.com/~dineh/  for  this  and  other  bulletins  written 

from  the  perspective  of  the  Dineh  Alliance.  --Gary  ] 

6/3/96,  "NAVAJO -HOP I LAND  DISPUTE  UPDATE:  MAY  27,  1996" 

From:  Jon  Norstog 

This  may  be  at  least  a little  more  reasonable  report.  Though  I think  the 
"intimidation"  factor  is  exaggerated.  There  were  not,  though,  "a  lot  of 
arrests . " 

"Harassment"  is  an  inappropriate  word.  The  Hopi  Tribe  has  no  intention 
of  denying  religious  expression,  just  access  by  hundreds  or  thousands  of 
outsiders  and  non-Indians.  The  right  to  religious  expression  and  the 
right  to  political  expression  does  not  include  the  right  to  take 
jurisdiction  and  control  over  land  that  is  not  yours  nor  to  invite 
hundreds  or  thousands  of  outsiders  into  the  area  that  is  already  in  a 
fragile  state  both  from  rangeland  and  fire  risk  perspectives. 

The  visitation  of  Sara  Begay  by  Holy  People  is  a good  example.  And 
before  I start,  you  should  know  that  this  is  a 45  minute  drive  from  the 
Big  Mountain  Survival  Camps  and  that  Sara  Begay  claims  no  affiliation  with 
the  resister  groups.  In  this  situation,  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  not  interfered, 
even  though  it  has  attracted  tens  of  thousands  of  Navajo  visitors,  even 
though  the  Begays  have  essentially  taken  jurisdiction  of  this  area,  even 
though  the  rangeland  is  being  threatened  by  parking  of  hundreds  of  cars, 
even  though  the  President  of  the  Navajo  Nation,  Hale,  brought  out  busloads 
of  people  and  made  a media  spectacle  of  it  (to  the  disgust  of  Sara  Begay) 


and  even  though  this  complicates  Hopi  jurisdiction  over  its  own  land. 

In  response  to  the  comment  that  President  Hale  and  Chairman  Secakuku 
both  "got  a piece  of  Mrs.  Begay's  mind"  is  probably  only  half  correct. 
President  Hale  came  out  with  a whole  flock  of  people  and  tried  to  make  a 
media  event  out  of  it.  He  also  brought  out  busloads  of  people,  inundating 
the  Begays  with  people  tromping  all  over  her  property. 

Chairman  Secakuku,  however,  came  with  an  interpreter.  Mrs.  Begay  and 
the  Chairman  visited  for  about  a half  an  hour  and  it  seemed  to  be  a 
cordial  visit.  Chairman  emphasized  that  he  just  wanted  to  know  what  was 
going  on  and  to  hear  it  from  her  himself.  He  did  not  try  to  intrude  at 
the  sighting  place  nor  to  manipulate  the  situation.  He  expressed  concern 
for  Mrs.  Begay  and  the  number  of  people  taking  over  her  homesite.  Mrs. 
Begay  thanked  him  for  coming  out  personally. 

Dust  the  other  day  a BIA  road  crew  was  installing  a cattle  guard  almost 
a mile  from  Sara  Begay's  house.  Suddenly,  up  drove  Sara  Begay,  and  some 
younger  men.  They  told  the  crew  not  to  continue  "disturbing  the  ground" 
while  they  were  either  conducting  or  preparing  to  conduct  a ceremony.  Not 
wanting  to  get  in  the  middle  of  a conflict,  the  road  crew  backed  out.  So, 
because  of  Mrs.  Begay's  expansion  of  her  proclaimed  jurisdiction,  Hopis 
who  are  legally  grazing  cattle  in  the  next  grazing  parcel,  have  to 
continue  to  spend  a great  deal  of  time  and  effort  running  them  out  of  the 
adjacent  area.  This  wouldn't  be  a problem  any  more  if  the  road  crew  had 
been  allowed  to  install  the  cattle  guard. 

From  what  I hear,  the  message  from  the  Holy  People  was  something  to  the 
effect  of  warning  the  Navajo  people  to  go  back  to  their  traditional  ways 
and  to  start  living  right.  This  was  somehow  linked  to  the  drought  and 
future  more  serious  problems  if  they  didn't  straighten  up. 

Somebody  isn't  listening;  where  does  Sundance  fit  in  all  this?  Where  do 
Plains  style  tipis  fit  in  all  this?  Last  week  it  was  reported  that  a 
large  truck  delivered  some  very  large  tipis  to  Mrs.  Begay's  house  and  that 
they  were  in  the  process  of  being  set  up,  perhaps  of  the  kind  used  by  the 
Native  American  Church.  How  does  the  Native  American  Church  fit  into 
Navajo  Tradition? 

IN  REFERENCE  TO  BIG  MOUNTAIN,  I would  like  to  point  out  that  the  most 
alarming  reports  are  coming  from  the  areas  most  removed  from  Big  Mountain, 
like  San  Francisco,  Canada,  Cardiff,  San  Dose,  etc.  People  in  those 
remote  locations  don't  have  a clue  what's  going  on  out  here. 

I have  also  seen  reports  that,  thankfully,  have  not  appeared  in  the 
Native-L  that  accuse  the  Hopi  Tribe  of  "cultural  genocide,"  "police 
brutality,"  implementing  "ethnic  cleansing  laws,"  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

People  of  this  mind-set  should  get  out  their  dictionaries  and  history 
books.  They  should  visit  the  Holocaust  Museum.  They  should  realize  that 
a handful  of  people  living  on  someone  else's  land  does  not  constitute  an 
entire  Nation  of  people. 

In  trying  to  understand  what's  going  on  at  Big  Mountain,  try  to  remember 
the  following  key  points: 

--Navajo  people  are  living  on  Hopi  land,  Hopi  people  are  not  living  on 
Navajo  land. 

--The  Big  Mountain  area  is  on  Hopi  land,  this  is  NOT  traditional  Dine' 
homeland . 

--The  Navajo  Nation  has  been  swallowing  up  Hopi  lands  for  the  last  150 
years . 

--The  resisters  at  Big  Mountain  do  not  represent  the  Navajo  Nation  nor 
do  they  represent  the  majority  of  their  neighbors. 

--The  resisters  at  Big  Mountain  who  want  to  have  Pipe  Ceremonies  and 
Sundance  can  hardly  consider  themselves  "traditional  Dine'." 

--The  hard  core  resisters  at  Big  Mountain  do  not  want  to  live  under  any 
law,  neither  Hopi  nor  Navajo. 

DIFFERENT  GROUPS 

Another  thing  we  need  to  remember  is  that  there  are  different  groups  of 
resisters  out  at  Big  Mountain.  One  may  be  more  cooperative  than  the  other 
and  one  may  be  claiming  to  represent  the  Dineh ' Alliance  when  they  don't. 
There  have  been  recent  divisions  out  there  and  I think  one  group  may  be 
more  cooperative  and  less  prone  to  militancy  than  the  other. 

However,  it  is  a fact  that  "Survival  Camps"  have  been  set  up  out  there. 


These  camps  have  all  the  makings  of  Para-Military  training  facilities. 

They  have  "bunkers"  on  strategic  hills,  military  type  radio  equipment,  are 
fenced  off  with  warning  signs,  and  have  in  the  past  been  known  to  have 
armed  security  of  the  unprofessional  type. 

I don't  think  the  group  that  I have  had  discussions  with  wants  to  be 
associated  with  this  para-military  type  group. 

The  Hopi  Tribe  does  not  yet  have  a position  on  the  upcoming  Sundance. 

We  are  scheduled  to  meet  on  Tuesday  with  some  organizers  and  "elders"  to 
discuss  it.  The  purpose  will  be  to  discuss  their  plans.  This  should  give 
the  Tribe  some  real  information  upon  which  to  determine  their  position 
instead  of  on  hearsay.  I am  looking  forward  to  meaningful  and  cordial 
dialogue  like  in  the  past  with  this  group. 

Remember,  though,  that  this  is  Hopi  land.  Efforts  that  seek  to  destroy 
Hopi  jurisdiction  over  Hopi  land  will  probably  not  be  responded  to  well  by 
the  Hopi  Tribe.  I don't  anticipate  the  Tribe  being  too  anxious  to 
surrender  hundreds  of  acres  in  the  middle  of  a drought  and  high  fire 
hazard  to  several  hundred  or  thousands  of  non-Indians. 

PROTECTING  HOPI  DURISDICTION  OVER  HOPI  LAND  DOES  NOT  CONSTITUTE 
"CULTURAL  GENOCIDE." 

ENFORCING  HOPI  TRIBAL  LAWS  ON  ON  HOPI  LAND  DOES  NOT  REQUIRE  "ETHNIC 
CLEANSING  LAWS." 

I bet  anyone  who  has  experienced  the  Holocaust  or  Bosnia  would  be 
offended  by  the  implication  that  there  could  be  any  similarities  between 
Big  Mountain  and  Nazi  Germany  or  Bosnia. 

I urge  everyone  to  think  about  what  they  read;  don't  just  take 
everything  as  the  truth. 

Sincerely,  Bill  Havens 

"RE : High  School  Graduation  Outrage"  

Date:  Thu,  6 Dun  1996  06:19:41  +0000 

From:  rnbowlkr@teleport . com  (rnbowlkr@teleport . com) 

Sub j : high  school  graduation  outrage 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[Editorial  note:  This  posting  includes  an  addendum  at  the 
request  of  Arlie  Neskahi  not  included  in  the  original] 

My  daughter  graduated  Friday  night  in  Salem,  OR.  I am  proud  to  say, 
wearing  the  eagle  plumes  given  to  honor  her  on  her  mortar  board,  one  from 
her  grandfather,  Allan  Neskahi  Dr.,  and  one  from  me.  She  was  one  of  just 
a handful  of  Native  students  to  graduate  from  her  high  school,  but  her 
plume  stood  proud  above  the  dark  hats,  moving  to  the  slightest  breeze. 
Everyone  there  received  a blessing  that  night. 

I told  her  about  the  recent  thread  on  this  topic  that  seems  to  have 
taken  the  path,  we  should  relent  since  if  one  is  allowed  to  dress 
different,  then  everyone  can.  I for  one  say,  who  cares!!??  If  anyone 
should  disagree,  I feel  it  can  be  Native  people.  This  is  our  land,  OUR 
HOME.  We  can  dress  as  we  like. 

My  daughter  decided  she  would  wait  until  the  line  entered  the  auditorium 
to  attach  the  plumes.  I told  her  to  carry  the  plumes  not  just  as  a 
personal  honor  but  to  show  honor  to  her  family,  her  relatives,  and  all  who 
have  accomplished  before  her,  as  well  as  those  who  have  offered  numerous 
prayers  in  her  behalf  in  her  childhood  years. 

I watched  in  apprehension  as  she  entered  the  huge  room,  and  so  very 
proudly  did  she  reach  up  and  pin  them  on.  As  she  marched  by,  I saw  her 
wipe  the  tears  from  her  face.  She  was  one  of  the  front  row  graduates,  due 
to  her  receiving  an  academic  scholarship,  and  the  vice  principal  seated  on 
the  podium  saw  her  plumes.  I asked  my  daughter,  what  did  she  do?  She 
replied,  she  motioned  with  her  hand  and  I saw  her  say,  take  it  off.  What 
did  you  do,  I asked?  She  said  I shook  my  head  no,  and  said  unh-unh. 

And  the  eagle  plume  danced... 

Immediately  afterwards,  I gave  my  daughter  a Pendleton  robe.  I opened 
it  up  to  put  it  on  her  with  all  the  other  people  there  in  their  finest 
dress.  My  daughter  turned  and  took  it  over  her  shoulders.  And  then  as  the 


cameras  flashed  she  pulled  it  around  tight  at  the  waist  with  her  right  arm 
free  to  hold  her  gifts  and  the  sacred  plumes.  IT  WAS  A BEAUTIFUL  SIGHT!!! 
She  stood  there  with  honor  and  I saw  all  her  mothers  and  grandmothers  and 
great-great  grandmothers  in  her  smile  and  joyous  dignity. 

Parents,  don't  let  this  chance  go  by...  Take  this  opportunity  to  honor 
your  children  however  you  choose,  that  is  up  to  you  and  only  you.  I chose 
to  do  this,  you  choose  what  you  feel  is  best  for  your  child. 

I have  worked  in  the  field  of  education  for  the  last  15  years  and  there 
is  NO  HARM  in  Native  students  dressing  or  wearing  what  is  considered  their 
people's  ways  of  honor  that  they  have  established  over  the  last  20,000 
plus  years.  In  my  mind  these  institutions  of  what  is  formal  and  what  is 
not  need  to  step  aside  in  times  like  this  when  the  families  and 
communities  supporting  the  student  want  to  show  honor  upon  our  own  Native 
children.  By  the  way,  no  Native  persons  were  ever  consulted  when  these 
formal  institutions  were  developed,  they  have  their  origins  in  foreign 
lands  to  the  days  of  (as  anglos  describe  THEIR  ancestral  times)  medievel 
times  and  ceremonies.  If  we  are  to  regain  our  rightful  role  in  the 
EDUCATION  of  our  children,  I believe  we  need  to  continue  to  infuse  our  own 
ways  into  the  american  culture. 

This  so  that  our  children  will  see  that  our  ceremonies  are  not  dead, 
they  are  not  hocus-pocus,  that  their  ancestors  were  not  just  superstitious 
uneducated  pagans,  but  that  we  retain  the  ageless  wisdom  that  can  fill 
them  with  the  power  and  courage  to  face  what  lies  ahead  as  Native  Youth 
leading  us  into  the  next  millennium. 

To  the  Holy  People  I say,  thank  you  for  my  daughter  and  allowing  me  to 
raise  her  here  on  Mother  Earth,  and  live  to  see  this  day. . . 

To  my  daughter  Kinji,  you  have  honored  me,  your  father,  and  all  your 

relatives.  We  have  been  blessed  by  your  accomplishments,  courage  and 

determination . 

Arlie  Neskahi  Zuni  Clan  Dine'  Nation 
Hello  Gary, 

You  have  my  permission  to  distribute  the  article,  one  thing  I forgot  to 
mention  to  say. 

It  is  important  for  educators  to  recognize  that  what  we  are  doing  with 
our  cultural  expressions  is  to  ADD  honor,  reverence,  and  respect  for  what 
is  happening.  Much  different  than  the  students  who  try  to  make  a joke  of 
the  event  with  crazy  clothes,  hair,  messages,  earphones,  etc.  It  seems 
many  are  trying  to  make  a mockery  of  the  event  in  this  way.  While  we  as 
Native  people  are  trying  in  the  highest  forms  we  know  how,  to  mark  it  as  a 
sacred  time  of  Transition  for  our  Children.  Educators  should,  in  my 
opinion,  embrace  what  we  have  to  offer  as  adding  to  the  honor  of  the 
event,  rather  than  as  a threat  to  what  they  see  as  tradition. 

Please  do  not  judge  us  as  you  would  those  who  are  trying  to  trivialize 
these  ceremonies.  They  mean  so  much  to  Native  families  and  communities 
that  we  want  to  bestow  upon  our  Children  the  highest  cultural  and 
spiritual  forms  of  honor  that  we  possess.  And  in  today's  crazy  world  we 
know  that  the  opportunities  for  doing  this  for  our  Children  are  not  many. 

I hope  that  soon  all  educators  will  open  the  doors  for  families  and 
communities  to  add  to  the  honor,  respect  and  tradition  of  these  and 
similar  events 

"RE : Battle  Point  Desecration"  

Date:  Fri,  7 Dun  1996  19:05:37  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Leech  Lake  Battle  Point  Desecration 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Aniin, 

I am  writing  this  letter  to  make  more  people  aware  of  what  is  happening  on 
the  Leech  Lake  Reservation  regarding  what  is  called  the  Battle  Point 
project.  Battle  Point  (on  Leech  Lake  and  located  in  the  Sugar  Point 
Community)  is  the  site  of  the  last  'official'  indian  war  in  the  United 


States.  This  battle  was  fought  when  the  state  tried  to  take  over 
jurisdiction  of  indian  people  on  indian  land. 

A grant  has  been  awarded  to  build  an  interpretive  center  at  Battle  Point. 
Because  the  grant  cannot  be  awarded  to  a 'government  agency, ' the  Cass 
Lake-Bena  School  District  will  serve  as  the  fiscal  agent  for  the  funding.  In 
addition,  the  school  district  will  hold  a lease  on  the  land.  This  is  sacred 

land  where  blood  has  been  spilled.  There  is  an  indian  cemetery  at  this  site 

and  there  are  many  indian  burial  sites  that  are  known  only  to  the  elders  from 
that  community.  An  'interpretive  center'  means  paved  roads,  parking  lots, 

boat  ramps,  tourists,  cigarette  butts  and  trash  on  the  ground  and  in  the 

water.  There  is  an  otter,  a sacred  doo-dame  of  the  Anishinabe  people,  that 
makes  its  home  at  this  point  on  Leech  Lake,  and  the  area  has  many  medicines 
and  natural  foods  growing  there.  An  'interpretive  center'  means  easements 
and  changes  in  jurisdiction. 

It  is  truly  tragic  and  shameful  that  jurisdiction  of  this  Sacred  site  and 
the  resting  place  of  our  indian  ancestors,  where  our  grandfathers  fought  a 
battle  over  jurisdiction  of  indian  people  on  indian  land,  is  now  being  given 
to  the  public  school  district  (land  that  isn't  even  in  that  school  district) 
by  our  so  called  indian  leaders  in  the  name  of  'culture.'  It's  not  about 
culture  or  heritage  --  it's  about  money. 

Respectfully, 

Mesh-Che-Quad 

Bernard  I.  Rock,  Sr.,  Anishinabe  Ojibwe 
Enrolled  member  of  the  Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 

feather  eaglerock,  leech  lake  rez 

english  is  a foreign  language,  reclaim  the  language  of  your  people  and 
send  it  to  the  future  as  your  gift  to  your  grandchildren's  grandchildren . 
di-ka-ne ' -tsv  a ' -qua-tse ' -li  ha-htv-gi,  wa-do'  do-da-da-go ' -hv 

"RE : Leonard  Peltier  Ride  for  Dustice"  

Date:  Tue,  11  Dun  1996  17:56:44  GMT 
From:  tom@admin.fandm.edu  (Tom  Mahoney) 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier  Ride  for  Dustice 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

HELP  FREE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  POLITICAL  PRISONER  LEONARD  PELTIER! 

American  Indian  Spiritual  Riders  for  Dustice  on  horseback  will  be 
traveling  from  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  to  Massachusetts  to  Washington  D.C.  for  a 
rally  and  then  on  to  Atlanta  Georgia,  to  bring  attention  to  the  plight  of 
American  Indian  Activist  Leonard  Peltier,  who  has  been  in  prison  for  20+ 
years  for  a crime  he  did  not  commit. 

It  has  been  proven  in  court  that  every  piece  of  evidence  used  to  convict 
him  is  false.  Yet  the  government  refuses  to  grant  him  a fair  trial  because 
they  could  not  get  who  they  wanted,  so  they  got  who  they  could. 

The  significance  of  Leonard  Peltier's  cause  to  every  person  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth  is  that  if  a government  can  imprison  an  innocent  man  for  its 
own  purposes,  and  we  as  a free  and  just  people  cannot,  in  a peaceful  way, 
free  him,  then  the  freedom  of  all  people  is  in  grave  danger. 

Apathy  is  the  first  cause  of  te  deterioration  of  justice  and  freedom. 
Indifference  to  your  fellow  human  beings'  pleas  for  justice  will  eventually 
bring  about  loss  of  justice  for  yourself. 

Leonard  Peltier's  attorneys  have  for  20  some  years  legally  attempted  to 
bring  about  a fair  trial.  Millions  of  people  all  over  the  world  are 
familiar  with  Leonard's  case./  At  this  time  President  Clinton  continues  to 
consider  executive  clemency  for  Leonard.  He  has  been  "considering"  this 
for  3 years  now.  Because  of  the  political  influence  of  the  F.B.I.,  it  will 
take  letters  and  petitions  and  the  involvement  of  as  many  people  as  possible 
to  influence  the  President  to  do  the  right  thing  and  free  Leonard  Peltier. 

The  American  Indian  Spiritual  Riders  for  Dustice  will  be  demonstrating  on 
horseback  in  all  the  major  cities  from  Oklahoma  to  Washington  D.C.  They 


will  officially  begin  their  ride  on  Dune  10?  There  are  many  small  towns 
where  we  will  be  stopping  briefly.  To  locate  the  riders,  call  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Committee  or  Teri  at  717-233-8070  or  717-730-9480.  We  will 
also  be  traveling  frontage  roads  and  taking  side  routes,  depending  on 
traffic  and  safety  considerations. 

May  we  live  in  harmony  with  the  Great  Spirit,  the  Mother  Earth,  and  our 
fellow  man  and  respect  our  brother's  vision. 

Most  Sincerely, 

David  Hill 

National  Spokesperson 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

Member  of  International  A.I.M.  Confederation  (Oklahoma  Division) 


The  horses  are  stuck  in  Knoxville  TN  because  of  lack  of  funding!!! 

[ NativeNet  has  a policy  of  not  permitting  solicitations  of  funds,  even 
for  clearly  worthy  causes.  Therefore,  I am  eliminating  some  of  the 
following  article  that  is  not  essential  to  the  meaning.  --Gary  ] 

...The  ride  is  very  expensive,  moving  horse  trailers  and  keeping  the 
horses  feed  is  very  hard.  Right  now  they  are  grazing  at  a truck  stop  on 
140  right  outside  of  Knoxville.  Any  help  would  be  appreciated.... 

[ Please  send  a reply  via  e-mail  to  "tom@admin.fandm.edu"  or  call 
717-233-8070  or  730-9480  for  more  information  on  this  appeal. 

--Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us)  ] 

"RE : Apache  Religious  Freedom"  

Date:  Sun,  9 Dun  1996  10:18:31  -0700 
From:  amt@teleport.com 

Sub j : Meeting  at  San  Carlos  in  Support  of  Apache  Religious  Freedom 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Greetings  Everyone! 

I've  been  away  - now  i'm  back!  Mike  Davis  called  this  morning  to  update 
the  site  (see  posting  below).  Much  is  happening  down  there  - they  are 
currently  considering  several  options  etc.  Here's  the  scoop.  See 
supporting  info  on  the  ASC  site  i.e.  recent  Clinton  bill,  background,  at 
http: //www. teleport . com/~amt /planet pea ce/mt_graham/  . 

In  the  Spirit  of  Friendship, 

Andrea 

Web-Diva,  Planet  Peace 


Apache  Survival  Coalition 
Mike  & Ola  Cassadore  Davis 
P.O.  Box  1237,  San  Carlos,  AZ  85550 
520-475-2543;  520-294-1863 

Dune  6,  1996  For  Immediate  Release 

"Historic  Meeting  at  San  Carlos  in  Support  of  Apache  Religious  Freedom" 

In  an  event  unprecedented  in  southern  Arizona,  several  pastors  from  Tucson 
churches  were  invited  by  traditional  Apache  spiritual  leaders  to  attend  a 
Holy  Ground  Summer  Blessing  ceremony  last  weekend.  May  25  - 27,  1996.  The 
ceremony  took  place  at  the  Bylas  Holy  Grounds  on  the  San  Carlos  Apache 
reservation.  Its  purpose  was  to  renew  the  call  to  support  for  religious 
freedom  and  the  rights  of  the  San  Carlos  Apaches,  which  are  being  violated 
by  the  University  of  Arizona's  telescope  project  on  Mt.  Graham. 

The  Blessing  is  an  annual  Holy  Grounds  event,  an  integral  part  of  Apache 
spiritual  life.  This  year  it  brought  together  around  150  Apaches  from 
Bylas,  San  Carlos,  Cibecue  and  Whiteriver,  and  some  50  non-Apaches,  mostly 
from  Tucson;  also  including  three  members  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches'  Racial  Dustice  Working  Group  from  New  York,  North  Carolina  and 
Los  Angeles.  Holy  Ground  medicine  man  and  outspoken  critic  of  the 
observatory  project  Franklin  Stanley,  who  led  the  ceremony,  said  it  was 
the  largest  gathering  at  a Blessing  in  recent  times,  indicating  a 


resurgence  of  traditional  Apache  religious  practice,  this  year's  Summer 
Blessing  was  co-sponsored  by  the  Mt.  Graham/Sacred  Sites  Inter-Faith 
Alliance,  the  Apache  Survival  Coalition  and  the  Holy  Grounds,  and  was  also 
the  occasion  of  the  Inter-faith  Alliance's  "First  Gathering  in  support  of 
Apache  religious  freedom."  It  rained  during  that  evening. 

On  April  26,  while  President  Clinton  was  signing  a bill  approving  the 
University  of  Arizona's  construction  of  a third  telescope  on  Mt.  Graham, 
a fire  raced  through  the  Coronado  National  Forest  to  within  a mile  of  the 
observatory.  This  fire  destroyed  6,317  acres  on  Mt.  Graham.  Plans  for 
the  University  of  Arizona  (UA)  to  go  ahead  with  the  telescope  construction 
before  the  fire's  effects  have  been  evaluated  is  totally  irresponsible. 
Mount  Graham  is  home  to  an  endangered  subspecies  of  red  squirrel  found 
only  on  the  mountain.  It  is  predicted  that  the  squirrel  population  will 
be  found  to  have  decreased  by  at  least  50  percent. 

And  despite  Dudge  Alfredo  Marquez's  decision  May  31,  to  lift  his 
injunction  on  construction  of  the  "Large  Binocular  telescope"  (a  decision 
to  be  taken  before  the  Ninth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals),  a movement  is 
growing  within  the  religious  community  to  support  the  protection  of  Native 
American  sites,  of  which  Mt.  Graham  is  one  of  the  most  hotly  contested. 
These  sties  are,  in  the  words  of  noted  Lakota  scholar  Vine  Deloria,  "the 
foundation  of  all  other  beliefs  and  practices  because  they  represent  the 
presence  of  the  Sacred  in  our  lives."  On  May  24,  President  Bill  Clinton 
signed  an  Executive  Order  to  protect  Indian  sacred  sites  on  federal  land. 
This  Order  was  long-awaited  by  protection  advocates,  who  have  waited  in 
vain  for  Congressional  action  as  they  have  witnessed  a series  of  court 
decisions  undermine  Native  American  religious  freedom. 

The  religious  community  expressed  its  profound  regrets  at  not  having  come 
sooner  to  the  aid  of  the  San  Carlos  Apaches,  and  for  the  historic  failure 
of  the  church  to  speak  out  and  act  in  defense  of  Native  American  tradition 
and  culture.  Michael  Davis,  Apache  Survival  Coalition  said:  "Apaches  and 
Religious  communities/leaders  gathering  represents  an  awareness  of  the 
U.S.  government's  lack  of  real  commitment  to  fully  protect  basic  human 
rights  of  Indian  people  to  practice  their  traditional  religion  on  their 
sacred  sties.  Regardless  of  government  actions  which  are  increasingly 
bringing  their  laws  into  line  with  human  rights  standards  and  public 
pronouncements  of  those  rights,  they  are  at  the  same  time,  through  their 
actions,  exposing  their  own  laws  and  words  to  be  a cynical  facade." 


1996  Planet  Peace,  amt@teleport.com 

URL : http : //www. tele port . com/~amt/ planet peace/ 

Andrea  Thein  "Nothing  REAL  Can  be  Threatened. 

Director,  Planet  Peace  Nothing  UNREAL  Exists." 

Native  American  Community  Internet  Project 

http : //www .teleport . com/~amt/ planet peace/  E-mail : amt@teleport . com 
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"RE : New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy"  

Date:  Sun,  9 Dun  1996  09:47:16  -0800 

From:  davidb@spl.lib.wa.us  (David  Burlingame) 

Sub j : Re:  New  age  or  old  prophecy 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

dolphins@viper.nauticom.net  (******)  writes: 

> 

> Would  someone  please  define  "wannabe"  for  me,  I find  it  so  amazing  that  so 

> many  of  you  would  judge  me  for  wanting  to  live  a spiritual,  natural 

> existence  just  because  I am  a non-native. 

You  asked  in  your  message  that  you  prefer  replies  by  private  mail.  Sorry, 
but  I hope  that  in  answering  your  question  in  the  same  forum  that  it  was 
posted  (public),  it  will  save  the  next  person  from  asking  the  same  question 
and  everyone  else  from  wasting  time  trying  to  answer  it... (My  Kingdom  for  a 
FAQ!) 


White  people,  new  agers,  environmentalists,  etc.,  etc.,  sometimes  see 
with  clearer  vision  than  they  have  grown  accustomed  to,  and  with  these 
temporarily  hazeless  eyes  realize  what  many  others  (mostly  aboriginal 
cultures,  in  AmeriKKKa  and  abroad)  have  known  for  thousands  of  years:  it 
is  much  more  beneficial  to  live  with  the  land,  to  let  it  provide  for  you  so 
that  you  may  provide  for  it,  than  to  take  from  it  and  offer  no  compensation. 

What  happens  is  that  in  order  to  save  this  land,  to  care  for  it,  love,  and 
respect  it  as  NAtives  do,  many  narrow  and  small-minded  outsiders  want  to  be 
inside,  to  "be  Indian,"  as  if  adopting  the  ways  of  the  Humans  is  the  pathway 
to  enlightenment.  What  really  happens,  time  and  again  and  almost  without 
exception,  is  that  the  rock  that  is  NAtive  spirituality  is  constantly  being 
chipped  away  at  by  outsiders  who  think  that  owning  a piece  of  that  rock  is 
as  good  as  owning  the  whole  thing.  They  never  realize  the  true  nature  of 
the  rock:  that  like  all  else  on  this  planet,  it  belongs  to  all,  and  is 
owned  by  none.  The  outsiders  are  looking  for  Heaven,  for  salvation,  for 
answers  to  the  Universe,  and  think  that  our  dreamcatchers,  our  prayer 
bundles,  our  smudgings  are  direct  pathways  to  their  Gods.  All  these 
thoughts  chip  away  at  our  rock,  because  the  outsiders  fail  to  see  that  we 
do  not  do  things  to  gain  some  God's  favour.  We  take  care  of  our  land  and 
our  people,  because  in  doing  so  we  take  care  of  all  of  us,  including 
ourselves.  And  nothing  else  is  more  important.  Ever. 

Ever  see  the  movie  "Lost  in  America?"  Albert  Brooks'  character  was 
obsessed  with  driving  out  West  and  "touching  Indians."  We  are  treated  as 
religious  icons,  as  holy  artifacts.  Not  as  people.  That  we  know  how  to 
take  care  of  our  land  is  beyond  reproach.  What  is  appalling  is  when  others 
want  to  take  part  in  things  that  they  have  no  right  to.  They  believe  our 
ceremonies  to  somehow  be  public  domain,  that  anyone  with  a shell  and  a 
feather  can  "be  Indian."  The  rock  is  chipped  even  further. 

This  rant  comes  very  close  to  dividing  right  from  wrong  down  racial  lines. 
But  for  all  the  supposed  sympathy  and  empathy  given  us,  outsiders  are  still 
trying  to  tell  us  what  is  NAtive  and  what  is  not.  AmeriKKKa ' s campaign  of 
genocide  continues... 

If  non-NAtives  ARE  GENUINELY  CONCERNED  about  what  is  being  done,  they  will 
ignore  the  problems  of  race,  of  what  constitutes  a wannabe,  or  a newager, 
or  an  environmentaliSSt,  and  focus  instead  on  what  to  do  in  their  own 
back  yards,  in  their  own  governments,  to  affect  the  change  that  is  so 
sorely  needed.  None  of  us  can  ever  be  united,  none  can  hope  for  a true 
mending  of  the  circle,  if  instead  of  taking  action,  we  sit  around  discussing 
and  using  labels.  It  is  action,  and  action  alone,  that  will  reveal  your 
true  nature. 

NAtives'  concerns  about  wannabes,  etc.  aren't  meant  as  remarks  or 
attitudes  based  on  racial  divisions.  We've  all  seen  Indians  who  do  not 
act  Human  at  all,  who  trade  the  objects  and  materials  of  their  culture, 
of  their  heritage,  for  a wallet  of  green  paper.  Dust  as  there  are 
NAtives  who  do  not  treat  their  people  or  land  with  respect,  there  are 
many  non-NAtives  who  DO  care,  who  understand  what  is  happening  today  and 
are  taking  steps  to  stop  (and  hopefully  reverse)  the  damage  already 
done.  However,  a caring  attitude  is  not  an  entitlement  to  the 
"trappings"  of  a native  culture.  Outsiders  cannot  and  should  not  be  the 
ones  to  decide  what  things  they  are  ready  to  learn  from  NAtives.  It  is 
the  sole  province  of  the  Keepers  of  the  Ways  to  find  who  is  worthy  of 
knowledge  and,  more  importantly,  who  is  not. 

Final  Word:  what  is  needed,  above  all  else,  is  respect.  For  the  land, 
for  the  self,  and  (most  importantly)  for  our  Elders.  Don't  demand  that  an 
Elder  provide  you  with  answers,  with  stories  or  legends,  for  secrets  of 
their  Ways.  There  is  no  respect  in  making  such  demands.  Simply  sit  and 
listen.  When  it  is  truly  time  for  you  to  learn,  the  Elders  will  know. 

The  Grandfathers  will  know.  The  Grandmothers  will  know.  And  you  will  be 
taught,  and  you  will  never  forget,  because  they  can  see  that  you  are 
worthy. 

The  same  thing  goes  for  the  land.  Make  no  demands.  Sit  and  listen,  and 
when  the  land  knows  you  are  truly  ready  to  listen,  it  will  tell  you  what 
needs  to  be  done.  The  land  is  always  speaking  to  us,  but  it  also  decides 
if  you  will  understand  its  words. 

I hope  I in  some  small  way  have  begun  to  answer  your  question.  I have 


made  some  gross  generalizations  and  said  things  perhaps  out  of  anger,  but  I 
nonetheless  take  r 
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Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NATLIT,  NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L  listservers; 
UUCP  & Genie  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"We  have  a solemnj  sacred  duty  to  keep  faith  with  those  who 
came  before  uSj  who  guarded  and  protected  this  land  for  us: 
we  must  do  no  less  for  ourselves  and  for  those  who  come  after." 

Haisla  Nationj  Kitlope  Declarationj  1991 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  ConfederacieSj 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitutionj 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I've  had  to  learn  this  week  to  trust  in  the  vision  and  guidance  of  the 
Creator.  For  weeks,  our  family  planned  to  journey  to  the  Yankton  Sioux 
Reservation  in  South  Dakota  for  the  gathering  and  prayer  vigil  Saturday, 
Dune  21,  1996.  It  was  never  a simple  matter  for  us,  but  we  felt  it 
important,  so  for  weeks,  we  made  arrangements  that  would  permit  us  to 
attend,  but  within  days,  often  within  hours,  another  obstacle  came  to 
block  us.  Rather  than  listen  to  the  obvious  messages,  we  struggled  to 
overcome  each  obstacle  in  turn.  Finally  it  became  evident  that  no  matter 
what  we  did,  we  would  not  be  making  that  trip.  Frustrated,  we  discussed 
our  options.  We  had  already  cleared  the  vacation  time  with  our  jobs  and 
we  could  not  change  this  one  more  time. 

We  moved  away  from  my  wife's  family  when  we  married,  and  we  had  not  been 
able  to  go  back  to  visit  in  two  years.  We  have  between  us  one  living  set 
of  grandparents,  hers,  and  they  are  quite  old.  We  had  not  visited  them  in 
over  two  years.  Clearly  we  had  an  opportunity  over  the  holiday  the 
dominant  society  established  to  honor  fathers,  to  honor  her  parents  and 
grandparents . Also,  while  the  Yankton  Sioux  opened  their  lands  to  other 
tribal  nations  to  allow  all  to  pray  together  for  the  mending  of  the  Sacred 
Hoop  and  the  healing  of  Mother  Earth,  and  this  is  good,  there  also  is  a 
need  for  this  prayer  at  home,  where  our  feet  always  walk  and  where  our 
relatives  have  been  laid  to  rest.  So  instead,  we  will  join  with  others  of 
our  own  bands,  most  of  whom  also  were  unable  to  make  the  trip  --  and  we 
will  pray  on  the  soil  of  our  own  ancestors. 

Creator  was  right.  We  did  not  need  to  travel  thousands  of  miles  from 
home.  We  needed  to  spend  this  important  time  together  with  our  family  and 
our  community. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 
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- Petition  Against  Treaty  Violations 

- Death  of  a River/And  Resurrection 
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- Poem:  Names  Unknown 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : NCAI  Proposed  Amendment 

Date:  Tue,  18  Dun  1996  20:06:19  -0700 
From:  fouche@rmii.com  (Marie  Fouche) 
Sub j : NCAI  Proposed  Amendments  to  ICWA 

UUCP  email 


in  this  issue  

Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- ICWA  Alert 

- Oneida  Hearing  in  Federal  Court 

- Warrior  Society  Letter 

- Taino  Sacred  Objects 


to  ICWA" 


Hi  Everyone, 

I just  received  this  today,  and  I hope  you  can  take  the  time  to  read  this. 
This  is  the  National  Congress  for  American  Indians  proposed  amendments  to 
the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  to  be  considered  by  the  Senate. 

Marie  Fouche 

http: //rainbow. rmii .com/~fouche 


+++++++++++++ 


The  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  (NCAI)  will  propose  amendments 
to  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  (ICWA)  to  be  considered  by  the  Senate 
Indian  Affairs  Committee  as  alternative  language  to  Title  III  of  HR  3286, 
the  adoption  tax  credit  bill  that  was  passed  in  the  House  on  May  10  this 
year.  Title  III  of  that  bill  provides  that  ICWA  would  not  apply  to 
child  custody  proceedings  involving  a child  where  the  parents  do  not 
maintain  "significant  social,  political,  or  cultural  affiliation"  with 
the  Indian  tribe. 

The  proposal,  approved  Dune  5 by  NCAI,  addresses  the  following  nine  points 

1)  requires  written  notice  to  tribes  in  voluntary  adoptions,  termination 
of  parental  rights,  and  foster  care  proceedings 

2)  sets  time  frames  for  intervention  by  tribes  in  voluntary  proceedings 

3)  institutes  criminal  sanctions  to  discourage  deception  or 
misrepresentation  in  efforts  to  evade  ICWA 

4)  sets  time  frames  for  withdrawal  of  parental  consent  to  adoptions 

5)  includes  Alaska  Native  villages  in  ICWA  coverage 

6)  allows  state  courts  to  provide  open  adoptions  where  state  law  would 
otherwise  prohibit  them 

7)  clarifies  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  custody  proceedings  involving 
wards  of  a tribal  court. 

8)  requires  attorneys  and  agencies  to  inform  Indian  parents  of  their 
rights  under  ICWA 

9)  insists  that  any  method  of  addressing  tribal  membership  must  be 
done  with  full  protection  of  tribal  sovereignty. 

Note:  In  regard  to  item  9,  an  addendum  to  the  NCAI  resolution 
states  "Any  motion  for  intervention  filed  by  a tribe  shall  be 
accompanied  by  a certification  which  includes  a statement 
documenting  the  child's  membership  or  eligibility  for  membership 
pursuant  to  tribal  law  or  custom."  I'm  not  sure  why,  but  this 
language  does  not  appear  in  the  proposed  language  below,  perhaps  it 
is  intended  to  show  up  in  later  markup. 

Here  is  the  full  text  of  the  proposed  amendments,  presented  in  the 
context  of  the  existing  wording.  (Original  information  via  Mark 
Fiddler  of  Indian  Child  Welfare  Law  Center;  any  typographical  errors 
are  my  own . - -K .M. ) 

<<  words  in  angle  brackets  >>  are  ADDITIONS  to  existing  wording. 

[[  words  in  square  brackets  ]]  are  DELETIONS  of  existing  wording. 


25  U.S.C  section  1903(10)  (item  #5  above) 

(10)  ''reservation''  means  Indian  country  as  defined  in  section  1151 
of  title  18  and  any  lands,  not  covered  under  such  section,  title  to 
which  is  either  held  by  the  United  States  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of 
any  Indian  tribe  or  individual  or  held  by  any  Indian  tribe  or  individual 
subject  to  a restriction  by  the  United  States  against  alienation  <<  and 
to  the  extent,  if  any,  not  otherwise  included  in  this  definition,  any 
lands  located  with  an  Alaska  Native  village  >>; 

25  U.S.C  section  1911(a)  (item  #7  above) 

(a)  An  Indian  tribe  shall  have  jurisdiction  exclusive  as  to  any  State 
over  any  child  custody  proceeding  involving  an  Indian  child  who  resides 
or  is  domiciled  within  the  reservation  of  such  tribe,  except  where 
such  jurisdiction  is  otherwise  vested  in  the  State  by  existing  Federal 
law.  Where  an  Indian  child  <<  who  resides  or  is  domiciled  within  the 
reservation  of  an  Indian  tribe  >>  is  <<  made  >>  a ward  of  a tribal  court 
<<  or  where  an  Indian  child  becomes  a ward  of  a tribal  court  following 

a transfer  of  jurisdiction  pursuant  to  subsection  (b)  of  this  section 
>>,  the  Indian  tribe  shall  retain  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  any  child 
custody  proceeding  involving  such  ward,  notwithstanding  any  subsequent 
change  in  the  residence  or  domicile  of  the  child. 

(b)  In  any  State  court  proceeding  for  the  foster  care  placement  of, 
or  termination  of  parental  rights  to,  an  Indian  child  not  domiciled 
or  residing  within  the  reservation  of  the  Indian  child's  tribe,  the 
court,  in  the  absence  of  good  cause  to  the  contrary,  shall  transfer  such 
proceeding  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  tribe,  absent  objection  by  either 


parent,  upon  the  petition  of  either  parent  or  the  Indian  custodian  or 
the  Indian  child's  tribe:  Provided,  That  such  transfer  shall  be  subject 
to  declination  by  the  tribal  court  of  such  tribe. 

25  U.S.C  section  1911(c)  (item  #2  above) 

(c)  <<  Except  as  provided  in  section  103(e)  [25  U.S.C.  1913(e)],  >> 
in  any  State  court  proceeding  for  the  foster  care  placement  of,  or 
termination  of  parental  rights  to,  an  Indian  child,  the  Indian  custodian 
of  the  child  and  the  Indian  child's  tribe  shall  have  a right  to 
intervene  at  any  point  in  the  proceeding. 

25  U.S.C  section  1913(a)  (item  #8  above) 

(a)  CONSENTS  TO  FOSTER  CARE,  ADOPTION,  TERMINATION  OF  PARENTAL  RIGHTS 
Where  any  parent  or  Indian  custodian  voluntarily  consents  to  a foster 

care  <<  or  adoptive  >>  placement  or  to  termination  of  parental  rights, 
such  consent  shall  not  be  valid  unless  executed  in  writing  and  recorded 
before  a judge  of  a court  of  competent  jurisdiction  and  accompanied  by 
the  presiding  judge's  certificate  that  the  terms  and  consequences  of  the 
consent  were  fully  explained  in  detail  and  were  fully  understood  by  the 
parent  or  Indian  custodian  <<  and  that  any  attorney,  public  or  private 
agency  facilitating  the  voluntary  termination  or  adoptive  placement 
has  informed  the  natural  parents  of  their  placement  options  and  the 
applicable  provisions  of  this  Act  >>.  The  court  shall  also  certify  that 
either  the  parent  or  Indian  custodian  fully  understood  the  explanation 
in  English  or  that  it  was  interpreted  into  a language  that  the  parent  or 
Indian  custodian  understood.  Any  consent  given  prior  to,  or  within  ten 
days  after,  birth  of  the  Indian  child  shall  not  be  valid. 

25  U.S.C  section  1913(b)  (item  #4  above) 

(b)  WITHDRAWAL  OF  CONSENT 

<<  (i)  >>  Any  parent  or  Indian  custodian  may  withdraw  consent  to 
a foster  care  placement  under  State  law  at  any  time  and,  upon  such 
withdrawal,  the  child  shall  be  returned  to  the  parent  or  Indian 
custodian . 

<<  (ii)  Except  as  provided  in  subsection  (b)(iii),  a consent  to 
adoption  or  voluntary  termination  of  parental  rights  may  be  revoked  and 
the  child  shall  be  immediately  returned  to  the  parent  only  if  no  final 
decree  of  adoption  has  been  entered  and 

(A)  less  than  six  months  have  passed  from  the  date  the  Indian 
child's  tribe  received  notice  of  the  adoptive  placement  pursuant 
to  section  1913(c)  and  (d),  or 

(B)  the  adoptive  placement  specified  by  the  parent  ends,  or 

(C)  less  than  30  days  have  passed  since  the  commencement  of  the 
adoption  proceeding. 

(iii)  If  a consent  has  not  been  revoked  within  the  time  frames 
provided  in  subsection  b(ii),  a parent  may  thereafter  revoke  consent 
only  under  applicable  State  law  or,  upon  petition  of  a parent  or  the 
Indian  child's  tribe  to  a court  of  competent  jurisdiction  and  a finding 
that  consent  to  adoption  or  termination  of  parental  rights  was  obtained 
through  fraud  or  duress,  or  that  notice  was  not  provided  under  this 
section.  In  such  case,  the  child  shall  be  immediately  returned  to 
the  parent  and  a final  decree  of  adoption,  if  any,  shall  be  vacated. 

No  adoption  which  has  been  in  effect  for  at  least  two  years  may  be 
invalidated  under  the  provisions  of  this  subsection  unless  otherwise 
permitted  under  State  law. 

>> 

[[  (c)  In  any  voluntary  proceeding  for  termination  of  parental  rights 
to,  or  adoptive  placement  of,  an  Indian  child,  the  consent  of  the  parent 
may  be  withdrawn  for  any  reason  at  any  time  prior  to  the  entry  of  a 
final  decree  of  termination  or  adoption,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  the 
child  shall  be  returned  to  the  parent. 

(d)  After  the  entry  of  a final  decree  of  adoption  of  an  Indian  child 
in  any  State  court,  the  parent  may  withdraw  consent  thereto  upon  the 
grounds  that  consent  was  obtained  through  fraud  or  duress  and  may 
petition  the  court  to  vacate  such  decree.  Upon  a finding  that  such 


consent  was  obtained  through  fraud  or  duress,  the  court  shall  vacate 
such  decree  and  return  the  child  to  the  parent.  No  adoption  which  has 
been  effective  for  at  least  two  years  may  be  invalidated  under  the 
provisions  of  this  subsection  unless  otherwise  permitted  under  State 
law. 

]] 

25  U.S.C  section  1913(c)  (item  #1  above) 

<<  ADD  Section  1913(c)  NOTICE  TO  TRIBES  - 

Notice  shall  be  sent  by  a party  seeking  voluntary  placement  of  an  Indian 
child  or  voluntary  termination  of  the  parental  rights  of  a parent  of  an 
Indian  child  to  the  Indian  child's  tribe,  by  registered  mail  with  return 
receipt  requested,  in  the  following  circumstances: 

(i)  within  one  hundred  days  following  any  foster  care  placement, 

(ii)  within  five  days  following  a pre-adoptive  or  adoptive 
placement, 

(iii)  within  ten  days  of  the  commencement  of  a termination  of 
parental  rights  proceeding;  and 

(iv)  within  ten  days  of  the  commencement  of  an  adoption  proceeding. 

>> 

25  U.S.C  section  1913(d)  (item  #1  above) 

<<  ADD  Section  1913(d)  CONTENT  OF  NOTICE  - 

The  notices  required  under  section  1913(c)  shall  contain 

(i)  the  child's  name  and  actual  or  anticipated  date  and  place  of  birth; 

(ii)  the  names,  maiden  names,  addresses  and  dates  of  birth  of  the 
Indian  parents  and  grandparents  of  the  child; 

(iii)  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  child's  extended  family  members 
having  a priority  in  placement  under  section  1915,  if  known; 

(iv)  the  reasons  why  the  child  may  be  an  Indian  child; 

(v)  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  parties  to  the  state  court  proceeding; 

(vi)  the  name  and  address  of  the  state  court  in  which  the  proceeding 
is  pending  or  will  be  filed,  and  the  time  and  date  of  such 
proceeding; 

(vii)  the  tribal  affiliation,  if  any,  of  the  prospective  adoptive  parents; 
(viii)  the  name  and  address  of  any  social  services  or  adoption  agency 
involved; 

(ix)  the  identity  of  any  tribe  of  which  the  child  or  parent  is  a member; 

(x)  a statement  that  the  tribe  may  have  the  right  to  intervene; 

(xi)  an  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  tribe  intends  to  intervene  or  waive 
any  right  to  intervene; 

(xii)  a statement  that  any  right  to  intervene  will  be  waived  if  the 
tribe  does  not  respond  in  the  manner  and  within  the  time  frames  required 
by  section  1913(e). 

>> 

25  U.S.C  section  1913(e)  (item  #2  above) 

<<  ADD  Section  1913(e)  INTERVENTION  BY  TRIBES  - 

The  Indian  child's  tribe  shall  have  the  right  to  intervene  at  any 
point  in  any  voluntary  child  custody  proceeding  in  a state  court  if 
any  of  the  following  has  occurred: 

(i)  In  the  case  of  a termination  of  parental  rights  proceeding,  the 
tribe  has  filed  a notice  of  intent  to  intervene  or  a written  objection 
to  termination  within  30  days  of  receiving  notice  of  such  proceeding. 

(ii)  In  the  case  of  an  adoption  proceeding,  the  tribe  has  filed  a 
notice  of  intent  to  intervene  or  a written  objection  to  the  adoptive 
placement  within  90  days  of  receiving  notice  of  the  adoptive  placement 
or  within  30  days  of  receiving  notice  of  the  voluntary  adoption 
proceeding,  whichever  is  later. 

(iii)  In  any  case  where  the  tribe  did  not  receive  notice  that  complies 
with  subsections  (c)  and  (d).  Provided,  that  that  a tribe  shall  be 
precluded  from  intervention  if  it  gives  written  notice  of  its  intent 
not  to  intervene  in  a specific  proceeding  or  gives  notice  that  neither 
the  child  or  parents  are  members  of  that  tribe. 

>> 


25  U.S.C  section  1913(f)  (item  #2  above) 

<<  ADD  Section  1913(f) 

Any  action  by  a tribe  pursuant  to  subsection  (e)  shall  not 

(i)  affect  the  rights  of  any  person  having  a placement  preference  or 
other  right  under  this  Act, 

(ii)  preclude  intervention  by  the  Indian  child's  tribe  in  the  event 
that  the  proposed  adoption  placement  is  changed,  or 

(iii)  otherwise  affect  the  applicability  of  this  Act. 

>> 

25  U.S.C  section  1913(g)  (item  #1  above) 

<<  ADD  Section  1913(g) 

No  voluntary  termination  of  parental  rights  of  adoption  proceeding  under 
State  law  shall  be  held  until  at  least  30  days  after  receipt  of  notice 
by  the  Indian  child's  tribe. 

>> 

25  U.S.C  section  1913(f)  (item  #6  above) 

<<  ADD  Section  1913(h) 

Any  State  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  a court  may  approve, 
as  part  of  an  adoption  decree,  an  agreement  that  the  birth  parents, 
extended  family  and  Indian  tribe  of  an  Indian  child  shall  have  an 
enforceable  right  to  visitation  or  continued  contact  with  such  a child 
after  the  entry  of  a final  decree  of  adoption.  Failure  to  comply  with 
such  continued  visitation  or  contact  shall  not  be  grounds  for  setting 
aside  a final  decree  of  adoption. 

>> 

25  U.S.C.  section  1924  (item  #3  above) 

<<  ADD  Section  1924 

(a)  In  connection  with  any  proceeding  or  potential  proceeding  involving 
a child  who  is  or  may  be  an  Indian  child  for  purposes  of  this  Act, 
whoever 

(1)  encourages  or  facilitates  fraudulent  representations  or 
omissions  regarding  whether  a child  or  parent  is  Indian,  or 

(2)  conspires  to  encourage  or  facilitate  such  representations  or 
omissions,  or 

(3)  aids  or  abets  such  representations  or  omissions  having  reason  to 
know  that  such  representations  or  omissions  are  being  made  and  may 
have  a material  impact  on  the  applications  of  this  Act 

shall  be  fined  not  more  than  $100,000,  or  imprisoned  not  more  than  12 
months,  or  both,  and  in  the  case  of  a second  or  subsequent  violation, 
be  fined  not  more  than  $250,000,  or  imprisoned  not  more  than  5 years, 
or  both. 

(b)  No  parent  of  an  Indian  child  shall  be  prosecuted  under  this  section. 

"RE : Petition  Against  Treaty  Violations"  

Date:  Sat,  8 Dun  1996  02:04:49  -0600 
From:  aconcert@carroll . com  (Doe  Campagna) 

Sub j : Petition  against  Treaty  Violations  - #1  Black  Hills 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

Pledge  For  Overturning  Treaty  Violations 

Introduction 

The  following  is  a petition  by  independent  world  citizens  in  support  of  the 
content  as  written. 

It  is  asked  that  the  petition  be  read  and  signed  and  any  prerequisite 
material  be  studied  or  known  by  the  signer. 

Instructions 

Please  print  out  (this  page  in  its  entirety)  the  petition  and  sign  it 


and/on  fill  in  the  blanks  at  the  signatory  spaces  and  email  it  to 
<aconcert@carroll . com> 

Please  fill  in  all  data.  Signatures  without  state  or  country  locations 
cannot  be  used. 

Please  know  that  signatures  without  full  legal  addresses  will  not  be 
responded  to  by  Congressmen,  the  President,  or  the  United  Nations,  and 
subsequently  do  not  count  much  as  those  with  only  a state  location. 

Feel  free  to  include  comments  or  attach  your  own  personal  letter. 

IT  IS  IMPORTANT  THAT  YOU  ALSO  INCLUDE  AN  EMAIL  RESPONSE  SO  WE  MAY  DOWNLOAD 
THE  TO  CONGRESS  AT  OUR  AUTO-RESPONSE  CENTER  AT: 
http://www.jlc . n et /~ j c at lin /interworld/ 

See  Current  Concerns  - Treaties 

You  may  also  print,  sign,  and  fax  a second  copy  of  the  petition  to: 

Chairman,  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe 

P 0 Box  590 

Eagle  Butte  SD  57625 

605-964-4151 

AGAIN,  PLEASE  EMAIL  US  YOUR  SIGNED  COPY 
All  email  will  be  printed  and  delivered  to: 

Dakota  Territory  Chairman's  Treaty  Council 

The  Congressional  Representative  of  your  state  (US) 

YouR  representative  from  the  United  Nation's  General  Assembly 
The  President  of  the  United  States 

Article  1 Description 

BY  THE  PEOPLE  - FOR  THE  PEOPLE 

A Protest  of  Dishonorable  Actions  and  Treaty  Violations  by  the  United 
States  Government  committed  against  the  peoples  of  Indigenous  North 
American  Nations. 

Form  Number:  1-96  Demand  For  RETURN  OF  BLACK  HILLS  to  the  GREAT  SIOUX 
NATION  plus  Additional  Compensation  in  Surrounding  Public  Trust  Lands  for 
Lands  Spoiled  and  Unrecoverable  by  Development. 

A Petition  SIGNED  INTO  AGREEMENT  By  the  compiled  signatories  of  Citizens  of 
all  First  Nations,  The  Peoples  of  the  50  States  of  The  United  States  of 
America,  and  the  Citizens  of  all  World  Governments. 

And,  a call  for  review  and  reconciliation  of  all  treaties  with  all 
indigenous  North  American  Indian  Nations. 

"WE  THE  PEOPLE"  SHALL  NOT  REST  UNTIL  DUSTICE  HAS  BEEN  SERVED 

To  the  joint  addressees: 

To  The  Office  of  The  President  of  The  United  States  of  America 
To  all  members  of  US  Congress 

To  all  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
To  all  representatives  of  the  United  Nations. 

IN  PROTEST:  Regarding  Treaty  Violations: 

We  have  (any/all  of  the  following);  read  and  understand  THE  TREATIES  with 
Siouxian  Nations  From  1805  to  1882;  studied  the  history  of  ongoing 
violations  of  said  treaties;  and  heard  the  cry  of  injustice  from  our 
allies,  the  Lakota,  Dakota,  and  Nakota  peoples,  and  other  Indian  Nations. 

We  know  that  conditions  forced  upon  Native  American  people  contributed  to 
illegal  and  forced  relocation  and  sale  of  their  territories,  and  that  the 
United  States  violated  its  own  Constitution;  while  willfully  committing 
acts  of  racism  and  genocide  over  the  course  of  events  that  have  unfolded 
throughout  this  shameful  history;  and,  the  laws  of  all  civilized  nations 
including  the  laws  of  American  Indian  Nations  and  human  decency  - were,  and 
continue  to  be  violated. 

In  Protest  We  Charge 

The  US  Government: 

While  in  vile  disregard  of  its  own  laws  and  principals,  is  guilty: 


Regarding  violations  of  the  laws  and  traditions  of  Native  Nations;  which 
we  recognize  as  valid;  The  US  is  guilty. 

Regarding  violations  of  Treaties  with  "Sioux  Indians"  Specifically  but  not 
limited  to  and  regarding  the  Black  Hills  and  all  such  Siouxian  treaty 
violations,  the  US  is  guilty. 

Regarding  the  desecrations  of  religious  sites  known  to  be  used  by  Native 
peoples,  and  burial  grounds;  The  US  is  guilty. 

In  Protest  and  Acknowledgement  of  All  Treaty  Violations 

We  hereby  most  strongly  protest  and  hereby  petition  the  United  States 
Government  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  laws  and  documents  as  originally 
set  forth  as  in  lawful  and  binding  treaties  under  the  close  supervision  and 
negotiation  with  representatives  of  the  Indigenous  nations  to  ensure  that 
they  are  corrected. 

AND,  TO  REVIEW  CONDITIONS  WHICH  MAY  HAVE  FORCED  THE  SIGNING  OF  SAID 
TREATIES  under  duress,  deception,  and  without  full  understanding  of 
consequences;  and  consent  of  all  respective  nations'  representatives,  and 
any  such  violations  of  the  respective  Indigenous  laws  and  principals. 

And,  to  act  with  moral  obligations  and  under  the  God-given  right  of  freedom 
of  religion,  and  human  rights,  and  justice. 

Signed  Certification 

Certification  that  the  US  is  engaged  in  the  continuance  of  illegally 
occupying  lands  in  the  rightful  and  legal  territories  of  the  Sioux  Nation 
and  to  all  the  above  written  content: 

1/  we  the  undersigned  hereby  recognize  the  Sioux  Nations  as  the  rightful 
owners/caretakers  of  the  Black  Hills  and  all  public  and  private  lands 
located  in  the  Black  Hills.  This  includes.  National  and  State  parks  as  well 
as  U.S.  Forestry  land,  and  all  private  and  public  lands  located  within 
these  boundaries  as  set  forth  in  the  original  Fort  Laramie  Treaty(s).  We 
recognize  the  Lakota,  Nakota,  Dakota  (Sioux)  people's  legal  and  religious 
right  to  this  property. 

In  regard  to  Bear  Butte  State  Park.  This  butte  (small  mountain  a few  miles 
NNE  of  Sturgis,  SD)  has  been  a religious  site  used  by  the  Cheyenne  Nation 
and  Sioux  for  centuries  before  Europeans  were  known  to  have  landed  on  this 
continent.  We  demand  this  be  turned  over  to  a council  of  Native  American 
tribal  leaders  to  determine  how  this  site  should  be  accessed  and  preserved. 
This  has  for  centuries  been  used  a holy  site  by  Cheyenne  and  Sioux,  still 
used  and  shared  today  by  Native  American  people  of  many  Nations  for 
religious  purposes,  and  the  US  has  overstepped  its  legal  boundaries  in 
claiming  this  land. 

In  regard  to  the  Sweet  Grass  Hills.  (A  holy  site  in  northwestern  Montana). 
This  holy  site  has  been  used  for  centuries  by  many  tribes  of  the  region  and 
is  still  used  for  religious  purposes.  Strip  mining  now  threatens  the 
ecology  and  the  religious  rights  of  the  cultures  who  practise  their 
ceremonies  there.  We  strongly  demand  that  all  mining  be  halted  permanently. 

In  regard  to  treaties  with  Native  American  Nations  in  general.  We  call  for 
the  United  States  to  honor  all  treaties  with  all  Native  American  Nations 
and  ask  that  the  United  Nations  recognize  these  sovereign  nations  and 
appoint  representatives  to  the  general  assembly.  Furthermore,  we  call  for 
an  end  to  the  ability  for  states  or  the  federal  government  to  create  public 
domain  within  boundaries  of  Indian  Tribes,  and  call  for  a review  of  such 
occurrences  thereafter  original  reservation  and  other  claims'  boundaries  be 
reinstated . 

In  regard  to  the  Pipestone  National  Monument:  This  is  the  source  for 
sacred  material  (pipestone)  central  to  religious  practises  of  all/many/any 
Native  Americans.  This  quarry  and  the  surrounding  acreage  should  not  be  the 
property  of  the  US  Government  or  the  State  of  Minnesota.  This  site  should 
be  returned  to  the  Native  American  people. 

In  addition . 

By  signing  this  document  I state  that  these  issues  effect  me  regardless  of 
my  geographical  proximity  to  any  land  area  where  treaty  violations  or 


religious  rights  violations  have  occurred  and  persist.  And,  I literally 

demand  as:  a taxpayer  and  American  Citizen;  or  a citizen, 

these  lands  be  returned. 

Signed  X 

Print  Name  

Address  

City 

State  

Country  

Optional 

And,  that  I consider  joining  in  support  of  a class  action  lawsuit  against 
the  U.S.  Government,  or  any  other  states,  and  companies  that  may  be  filed 
by  the  original  complainant  being  a Native  Nation  or  authorized 
representing  organization. 

Signed  X 

Print  Name  

Address  

City 

State  

Country  


We  The  People  Charge  That: 

Whereas,  the  United  States  Government  may  have  damaged  my/its  citizens 
reputation  as  a citizen  in  the  eyes  of  the  good  and  descent  people  of 
Indigenous  North  American  Nations  by  placing  the  responsibility  on  "we  the 
people"  of  the  US. 

Whereas,  the  United  States  is  acting  contrary  to  its  laws  and  contracts  in 
disregard  of  the  will  of  the  people.  Whereas,  the  United  States  Government 
has  committed  acts  of  racism  and  religious  persecution  on  behalf  of  its 
citizens  contrary  to  their  will. 

Whereas,  the  United  States  is  responsible  for  creating  dissension  within 
the  internal  ranks  of  Indigenous  Nations  for  capital  gain  with  reckless 
disregard  for  human  and  other  life.  We  hereby  demand  the  return  of  the 
items  listed  above  (large  bold  type)  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  good  and 
just . 

Signed  X 

Print  Name  

Address  

City 

State  

Country  


(c)  1992  - 1996  United  Native  Culture  and  Language  Exchange 
Reproduction  rights  limited  to  those  of  no  alterations  with  retention  of 
copyright  notice  and  mail  instructions. 

For  free  use  and  release  of  verbal  segments  for  composition  of  other 
petitions  please  contact:  <aconcert@carroll . com> 

Doe  Campagna,  email  dept,  volunteer 

Reply:  aconcert@carroll . com  [voice  201-489-5057] 
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DEATH  OF  A RIVER...  AND  RESURRECTION 
by  Marsha  Shaiman 

"Skokomish  means  People  of  the  River.  For  thousands  of 
years  the  Skokomish  People  have  depended  on  the  River 
for  their  livelihood.  It  is  our  umbilical  cord,  the 
lifeline  to  our  people. . .Years  ago  the  Tribe  lived  in 
balance  and  harmony  with  the  River... the  fish  runs 
were  plentiful,  enough  for  all." 

-Gale  Longshore,  Skokomish  Tribal  Council 

"The  City  of  Tacoma  built  the  dam  and  we  lost  the 
River . " 

-Deanne  Evernden,  Skokomish  Tribal  Elder 

"We  had  a wonderful  river  there  and  now  we  have 
nothing. " 

-Doseph  Pavel,  Skokomish  Tribe 

Sixty-five  years  ago  when  the  City  of  Tacoma  built  their  Cushman 
Hydropower  Project  on  the  Olympic  Peninsula  and  began  diverting  the  entire 
North  Fork  of  the  Skokomish  River  out  of  its  channel  to  a power  plant  on 
Hood  Canal  to  produce  electricity,  they  began  the  destruction  of  the 
Skokomish  watershed  which  continues  to  this  day. 

Once  again  American  Rivers  has  included  the  Skokomish  on  their  list  of 
North  America's  most  endangered  and  threatened  rivers.  This  year  it  ranks 
as  sixteenth  worst.  Their  recent  press  release  states  the  Skokomish  is 
listed  because,  "the  Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission  [FERC],  for  20 
years,  has  taken  no  action  to  modify  hydropower  operations  that  dewater 
the  North  Fork  of  the  river." 

Most  heavily  impacted  by  the  project  is  the  Skokomish  Indian  Tribe, 
whose  reservation  was  placed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Skokomish  River  because 


of  their  cultural,  spiritual  and  economic  dependence  on  the  River.  In  a 
press  release  highly  critical  of  FERC's  proposal  to  allow  Tacoma  to 
continue  diverting  the  North  Fork,  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
states  that  one  of  the  risks  in  continued  diversion  is,  "Continued 
negative  impacts  on  the  Skokomish  Tribe  and  their  associated  Treaty/Trust 
resources  (the  land  adjacent  to  the  Skokomish  River  was  originally 
designated  as  the  Tribe's  Reservation  because  of  the  abundant  fish  and 
shellfish) . " 

Past  Skokomish  Tribal  Chair  Joseph  Pavel  points  out  that  the  energy  of 
the  River,  now  used  by  Tacoma  to  produce  electricity,  was  already  in  use 
when  Tacoma  took  the  River.  "That  energy  was  used  there... to  create  and 
produce  life.  It  produced  a homeland  for  the  Skokomish  People  and  for  all 
the  creatures,  the  finned,  the  four-legged,  and  the  winged.  You've  stolen 
and  robbed  that  away  from  the  cycle  of  life." 

Diversion  of  the  River  has  harmed  not  only  the  Skokomish  People  but 
everyone  dependent  upon  a healthy  Skokomish  watershed  for  their  lives  and 
livelihood.  "We  hold  it  unacceptable  to  continue  the  dewatering  of  the 
North  Fork  of  the  Skokomish,"  stated  Lanny  Carpenter  of  Puget  Sound 
Gillnetters  at  a recent  public  hearing  on  the  Cushman  Project.  He 
continued,  "For  too  long,  federal  and  state  governments  have  turned  a 
blind  eye  to  the  needs  of  those  of  us  who  depend  upon  healthy  natural 
systems  for  our  well  being." 

In  the  early  1920 's  the  Washington  Department  of  Fisheries  considered 
the  North  Fork  and  mainstem  Skokomish  "among  the  most  important  and 
valuable  food  salmon  spawning  streams  in  the  State  of  Washington."  Salmon 
and  steelhead  ran  almost  the  whole  year.  Now,  the  dams  illegally  block 
fish  passage  to  84%  of  the  North  Fork,  and  the  riverbed  below  the  lower 
dam  is  nearly  dry  most  of  the  year. 

A 1991  report  from  the  Washington  State  Department  of  Fish  and  Wildlife 
lists  sockeye,  spring  Chinook,  summer  steelhead,  and  pink  salmon  as  the 
anadromous  fish  stocks  most  adversely  affected  by  the  Cushman  Project, 
stating  they  are  threatened  with  extinction.  Another  report,  from  American 
Fisheries  Society,  states  spring  and  summer  races  of  Chinook  salmon  are 
already  extinct.  They  also  list  winter  run  Skokomish  steelhead  and  sea  run 
cutthroat  as  "of  special  concern." 

Skokomish  Elder  Helen  Rudy  says  of  her  Tribe,  "This  is  a fishing 
community.  Fishing  in  the  River  was  their  whole  living."  She  explains  what 
Tacoma's  taking  of  the  River  means  to  them,  "It  would  be  like  taking  away 
your  livelihood." 

Skokomish  Valley  resident  Mark  Sleeper  raised  another  important  issue  at 
public  hearings,  "I  am  one  of  the  residents  that's  unfortunate  enough  to 
live  at  the  bottom  of  the  bathtub,  where  most  of  the  flooding  water  comes 
down  to  from  up  above." 

Diversion  of  the  North  Fork  has  dewatered  the  mainstem  Skokomish  by  40%, 
drastically  reducing  its  sediment  carrying  ability  which  has  caused  it  to 
silt  up.  The  current  channel  is  about  one  third  its  original  size, 
resulting  in  severe  overbank  flooding  during  the  heavy  winter  rains.  Mark 
Sleeper's  home  is  under  water  between  one  week  and  one  month  each  year. 

Also  at  "the  bottom  of  the  bathtub"  is  the  Skokomish  Reservation.  The 
Tribe's  Natural  Resources  Director  Jim  Park  states  that  nearly  1000  acres 
of  the  5000  acre  Reservation  has  been  lost  to  the  River.  As  Gale  Longshore 
said  at  a hearing,  "If  our  interests  aren't  looked  at,  we  will  no  longer 
be  People  of  the  River,  we  will  be  people  of  the  swamp." 

Skokomish  Tribal  Elder,  Joe  Andrews,  Sr.  remembers  what  the  area  was 
like  before  the  Cushman  dams  and  knows  how  to  restore  it:  "This  River  of 
ours  has  provided  a lot  of  fish,  trout,  and  enjoyment.  I miss  my  enjoyment 
of  pulling  up  there  in  my  canoe  and  camping.  The  game  was  plenty  and  the 
berries.  It  was  a paradise.  If  I had  my  way,  I'd  say,  'Put  that  water 
right  back  where  she  belongs  and  leave  it  alone.'" 

Tacoma's  license  to  flood  8.8  acres  of  federal  lands,  the  only  license 
the  project  has  ever  had,  expired  in  1974  and  the  whole  project  is 
currently  under  consideration  for  a new  license  by  the  Federal  Energy 
Regulatory  Commission.  Federal,  state  and  local  resource  agencies,  along 
with  the  Skokomish  Tribe,  conservation  groups  such  as  American  Rivers, 
Mountaineers,  and  Seattle  Audubon  Society,  and  religious  organizations 


such  as  Washington  Association  of  Churches  and  the  Church  Council  of 
Greater  Seattle  all  oppose  Tacoma's  license  application  to  continue 
diverting  the  River.  These  organizations  and  many  others  call  for 
restoration  of  flows  to  the  North  Fork. 

In  partnership  with  resource  agencies,  conservation  groups,  and  local 
residents,  the  Skokomish  Tribe  is  completing  a plan  for  healing  the 
Skokomish  River.  Restoration  of  substantial  flows  to  the  North  Fork  is  a 
critical  component.  The  Tribe  recommends  putting  the  water  back  in  phases 
with  monitoring  and  testing  to  develop  a long-term  plan.  Their  target, 
supported  by  scientific  studies,  is  to  restore  up  to  95%  of  average  annual 
flows  by  the  end  of  30  years. 

Saving  the  Skokomish  River  depends  on  convincing  the  government  that  the 
public  interest  lies  in  returning  the  water  to  the  River  and  restoring  the 
watershed  for  everyone's  benefit,  rather  than  allowing  the  City  of  Tacoma, 
an  hours  drive  away  from  the  Skokomish  River,  to  continue  diverting  its 
waters  for  their  own  profit. 

To  help  with  the  Skokomish  River's  "resurrection"  write  government 
officials.  Tell  them  to  act  in  the  public  interest  by  requiring  Tacoma  to 
return  the  North  Fork  to  its  riverbed.  Inform  them  of  the  diverse  groups 
that  oppose  continued  diversion  and  the  harm  being  done  to  the  general 
public  in  the  name  of  Tacoma's  profits.  Be  sure  to  cite  FERC  Project  #460, 
Cushman  Hydroelectric  Project.  Write  to: 


Washington  State  Governor  Mike  Lowry 
Legislative  Bldg. 

Olympia,  WA  98504 

Senator  Patty  Murray 
U.S.  Senate 
Washington,  DC  20510 

Representative  Norm  Dicks 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
Washington,  DC  20515 


Tacoma  Mayor  Brian  Ebersole 
747  Market  St.,  Suite  1200 
Tacoma,  WA  98402. 

Elizabeth  Moler,  Chair 
Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission 
825  North  Capitol  St.  NE,  Room  3110 
Washington,  DC  20426. 


For  more  information  or  for  a showing  of  the  Skokomish  Tribe's  video  about 
the  watershed  and  their  plans  for  restoration,  contact: 

Victor  Martino,  Skokomish  Tribe  Project  Manager 

8424  NE  Beck  Road 

Bainbridge  Island,  WA  98110 

Phone:  (206)  842-5386 

Fax:  (206)  780-5332 

Email:  <martino@interserv . com> 


To  have  a current  Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies  Publication 
Catalogue  sent  to  you  via  e-mail,  send  a request  to 
jburrows@halcyon . com 
<or> 

http: //www. halcyon . com/FWDP/ cwiscat . html 
Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies 
P.0.  Box  2574 
Olympia,  WA  U.S. A. 

98507-2574 
BBS:  360-786-9629 
FAX:  360-956-1087 
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"RE : Campaign  for  Peace  and  Corn"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Dun  1996  09:12:48  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  alarcold@acasun.eckerd.edu  (Louis  D.  Alarcon) 


Sub j : Campaign  for  Peace  and  Corn--Revised  NCDM  Action  Alert  (fwd) 


UUCP  email 
Gary: 

I have  received  permission  from  Viviana  of  "moonlight"  listed  below  to 
forward  the  enclosed  message.  Perhaps,  you  might  consider  including  the 
message  in  an  upcoming  issue  of  the  newsletter. 

Thank  you.  May  peace,  someday,  be  a part  of  all  our  lives. 

Louis 

Forwarded  message: 

From:  moonlight@igc.apc.org 

Organization:  NATIONAL  CENTER  FOR  DEMOCRACY 

Sub j : Campaign  for  Peace  and  Corn--Revised  NCDM  Action  Alert 

Enclosure  number  1 

ACTION  ALERT 

CAMPAIGN  FOR  PEACE  AND  CORN 
NATIONAL  DAY  OF  PRAYER  AND  REFLECTION 
In  the  name  of  thousands  of  innocent  men,  women  and  children  who  are 
threatened  by  famine  and  war  due  to  a severe  militarization  of  their  region 
as  well  as  the  16  innocent  people  still  imprisoned  as  alleged  Zapatistas,  the 
National  Commission  for  Democracy  has  issued  this  action  alert,  a Campaign 
for  Peace  and  Corn. 

Although  the  release  of  Davier  Eloreaga  Berdegue  and  Sebastian  Entzin  were 
victories  for  the  movement  for  democracy,  justice  and  liberty  in  Mexico, 
conditions  in  Chiapas  are  still  very  critical. 

Flunger  in  the  state  is  reaching  the  level  of  famine.  Approximately  27,000 
men,  women  and  children  are  starving.  A minimum  of  2,130  tons  of  corn  and 
375  tons  of  beans  are  required  for  the  communities  to  stay  alive  until 
October  when  the  next  harvest  comes  in. 

This  famine  is  part  of  the  Mexican  government's  low-intensity  war  against 
the  indigenous  communities.  The  military's  tactics  in  this  war  were  recently 
documented  by  CONPAZ  and  include: 

+ encircling  the  Zapatista  centers  of  resistance  with  nearly  60,000  troops 
and  hundreds  of  tanks  and  armaments 

+ disappearing,  imprisoning,  torturing  and  murdering  dozens  of  villagers 
+ constructing  booby  traps  around  the  villages  and  using  attack  dogs 
against  the  residents 

+ promoting  alcoholism  and  prostitution  amongst  the  villagers 
+ registering  villagers'  identities  by  recording  their  scars  and  other 
identifying  marks 
+ terrorizing  children 

+ spraying  villagers  fields  with  marijuana  seeds 
+ training  and  arming  death  squads  and  paramilitary  groups 

The  US  government  has  helped  with  this  campaign  of  terror  by  providing  a 
vast  array  of  military  assistance  to  the  Mexican  government.  lust  in  the 
last  week  the  US  government  has  announced  commitments  and  proposals  for 
giving  the  Mexican  government: 

+ 73  donated  Fluey  helicopters,  worth  over  $220  million, 

+ two  naval  ships  of  the  Knox  class 
+ $1  million  for  military  training 
+ $5  million  for  anti-drug  trafficking  training 
+ $10  million  for  radios,  night-vision  equipment,  uniforms,  and 
intelligence  monitoring  and  detection  equipment 
As  a result  of  these  conditions  and  the  imminent  danger  of  renewed  armed 
engagement,  the  EZLN  has  issued  an  international  appeal  for  support  for 
continuing  the  peace  process. 

In  response  to  this  appeal  the  National  Commission  has  launched  the 
Campaign  for  Peace  and  Corn.  To  achieve  peace,  we  must  stop  US  military  aid 
because  without  US  military  aid  the  Mexican  government  would  not  be  able  to 
maintain  its  militarization  of  Chiapas.  We  also  must  work  to  sustain  the 
communities  who  struggle  for  peace  with  dignity  and  justice. 


The  campaign  consists  of  the  following: 

1)  A letter-writing  campaign  to  Warren  Christopher  at  the 
State  Department  is  being  conducted  throughout  the  month  of 
Dune.  We  call  upon  people  to  hold  educational  events  about  this 
issue  and  to  otherwise  publicize  in  any  way  possible  the  growing 
militarization  in  Chiapas  through  aid  from  the  US  and  the 
accompanying  violations  of  human  rights.  Please  call  upon 
prominent  national  and  local  leaders  to  add  their  voices  to  this 
petition  in  order  to  demonstrate  the  concern  for  a continued 
peace  process. 

2)  A National  Day  of  Prayer  and  Reflection  on  Dune  30-Duly 
1,  1996.  We  call  upon  churches,  individuals  committed  to  peace, 

and  community  leaders  to  participate  in  this  Day  in  a public 
demonstration  of  support  for  Peace  with  Dignity  in  Chiapas  and 
the  end  to  the  military  and  paramilitary  operations. 

3)  Sending  financial  contributions  to  the  Fund  for  Peace 
and  Corn,  established  by  the  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in 
Mexico.  The  monies  raised  will  go  to  the  centers  of  resistance 
in  Chiapas  to  assist  the  communities  that  are  starving. 

We  hope  you  share  our  great  hope  for  peace  in  Mexico,  and  we  urge  you  to 
do  whatever  you  can  to  demonstrate  this  hope  by  your  participation  in  this 
campaign.  For  more  information,  contact 

National  Center  for  Democracy,  Liberty  and  Dustice 
601  N.  Cotton  Street,  #A103 
El  Paso,  Texas  79902 
phone/fax:  (915)  532-8382 
email:  moonlight@igc.apc.org 

"RE : Tuuwaqatsi"  

Date:  Mon,  3 Dun  1996  18:33:05  +0000 
From:  "David  Yarrow"  <dyarrow@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Tuuwaqatsi 

UUCP  email 

close  the  circle  ~ mend  the  hoop  ~ weave  the  web 
Tuuwaqatsi 

by  Thomas  F.  Tarbet  1988  (all  rights  reserved) 

When  I first  encountered  traditional  Hopi  and  listened  to  their 
history  and  prophecies,  I felt  as  if  I were  witnessing  the 
Crucifixion.  I beheld  destruction  of  something  divine  and  essential 
to  our  lives,  with  the  knowledge  I was  helping  finance  this 
unspeakable  crime  with  my  taxes.  From  then  on  I could  not  bear  to 
hold  a "regular"  job,  and  gradually  drifted  into  the  service  of  the 
"black  sheep"  of  Flotevilla  --  outcasts  even  among  other  traditional 
Flopi.  Many  of  them  had  been  imprisoned  without  trial  by  the  United 
States  government,  essentially  for  practicing  their  religion.  I 
learned  a Hopi  priest  was  burned  alive  by  a Catholic  priest  for  the 
same  reason  three  centuries  earlier.  I met  a man  who  ran  from 
Oraibi  to  Winslow  and  back  in  a single  day  --  a total  of  130  miles 
--  to  telegraph  the  Government  that  its  agents  were  stripping 
everyone  naked  and  throwing  them  into  insecticide  to  rid  them  of 
lice.  He  sobbed  like  a baby  when  he  told  his  story. 

Yet  these  are  the  ones  who  say  we  must  "keep  a song  in  our  hearts" 
through  such  trials  on  behalf  of  Creator's  Path,  or  we  will  be 
defeated  and  the  world  destroyed.  Through  my  entire  life,  I never 
had  such  fun  as  when  working  with  these  "enemies  of  progress," 
traveling  with  them  on  speaking  engagements  and  helping  them 
communicate  with  the  world,  primarily  by  the  prophesied  means  of 
"magic  marks  on  cornhusk"  --  free  literature. 

The  effect  has  been  amazing.  Without  my  asking,  the  written 
prophecies  have  been  translated  into  German,  Spanish  and  Dapanese, 


still  distributed  free  of  charge.  With  great  pleasure,  I watched 
steadily  increasing  interest  in  their  message.  But  from  the  time  of 
my  first  encounter  (1965)  I have  not  seen  a single  sign  of  a genuine 
healing  of  damage  done  to  the  Hopi  --  until  recently. 

In  Dune  1988  I was  visited  by  Roy  Steevenz  and  Pat  Davis.  Roy  asked 
me  to  facilitate  a meeting  with  traditional  elders  of  Hotevilla 
concerning  a spiritual  mission  to  which  he  felt  compelled.  He  also 
had  in  mind  possibly  of  finding  Hopis  who  might  take  interest  in  the 
way  of  healing  based  on  ancient  Oriental  knowledge  of  the  Unifying 
Principle,  since  their  teachings  are  so  similar.  Roy  and  I made  a 
trip  to  Hopiland  late  that  summer.  During  our  visit,  Roy  found  the 
keenest  interest  to  be  on  the  part  of  Titus  Oomayumptewa,  whose 
recent  tragic  experience  made  him  especially  receptive. 

In  his  mid-eighties  Titus  had  produced  almost  single-handedly  one  of 
the  largest  and  healthiest  fields  of  corn,  until  he  was  run  over  by 
a truck  in  1987.  For  months  he  was  artificially  kept  alive  in  a 
hospital.  Carolyn  Tawangyama  --  a traditional  grandmother  who  acts 
as  a spiritual  co-worker  with  Titus  --  encouraged  him  to  eat  blue 
cornmeal,  telling  him  "Don't  leave  us  yet!  We  still  need  you!"  She 
meant  he  was  needed  to  help  keep  the  escape  route  open  for  all 
humanity  through  the  Day  of  Purification. 

Carolyn  describes  herself  as  "only  a messenger"  in  a fight  to  the 
finish  between  the  Path  of  Everlasting  Life  and  the  world's  largest 
superpower,  and  --  by  extension  --  the  military-industrial  rampage 
against  ancient  indigenous  cultures  globally,  oblivious  of  their 
vital  function  as  bloodlines  of  earth.  Her  confidence  unshakable, 
she  simply  says,  "Truth  can't  be  conquered." 

As  "father"  of  the  katsinas  --  the  influential  spirit  beings 
personified  each  year  in  the  ceremonial  cycle  of  the  village  -- 
Titus  plays  a major  role.  This  year  he  leads  the  Niman  ceremony,  in 
which  those  katsinas  return  to  their  fall  and  winter  home  in  the 
highest  mountains  in  "Arizona"  seventy  miles  to  the  southwest, 
temporarily  called  "San  Francisco  Peaks." 

Titus  recovered,  but  could  hardly  walk,  hear  or  speak.  Most  days 
were  spent  sitting  alone  in  an  empty  house,  dreaming  of  his  great 
fields  of  happier  years,  while  his  family  was  away  at  paid  jobs  or 
school.  Seeing  his  condition,  and  wishing  to  communicate  with  him, 

Roy  had  little  choice  but  to  demonstrate  the  healing  he  came  to  talk 
about.  Soon  Titus  began  to  welcome  Roy's  visits,  taking  great 
interest  in  what  he  had  to  say  about  healing,  and  the  role  of  food 
in  the  cycle  of  life.  After  changes  in  his  "white  man's  food"  diet 
and  a week  of  daily  massages,  Titus  began  a remarkable  recovery. 

Roy  replaced  the  heavy  cane  Titus  depended  on,  making  him  a lighter 
one,  sort  of  a spirit  staff,  meant  to  be  abandoned  soon,  and  soon  it 
was.  Within  a few  months  Titus  was  able  to  walk  freely.  Now  he  is 
actually  able  to  work  in  his  fields  again.  He  kicks  and  punches  the 
air  and  says  "Look!  I can  fight!"  His  white  hair  is  starting  to 
grow  in  black.  He  even  thinks  of  composing  a song  about  his 
experience.  And  now  when  he  sits  alone  he  ponders  the  fact  his 
people  never  got  sick  before  eating  "white  man's  food."  Why  it  has 
taken  a century  for  any  Hopi  to  notice  the  connection  is  one  of 
life ' s mysteries . 

Prior  to  recent  forced  acculturation,  the  Hopi  had  a completely 
macrobiotic  culture.  Corn  is  still  their  sacrament,  given  them  by 
Creator  to  sustain  them  on  their  migrations  when  they  first  entered 
this  world.  Until  very  recently  it  was  their  primary  food,  along 
with  squash,  beans,  and  a variety  of  wild  and  cultivated  vegetables, 
occasional  meat  hunted  with  bow  or  stick,  and  salt  dug  from  the 
earth  or  brought  from  the  Pacific  coast  in  a ceremonial  run  no 
longer  made  today. 

Titus  himself  has  long  declared  "corn  has  everlasting  life."  He 
also  says  Hopi  were  taught  if  they  lived  from  what  grows  nearby  they 
would  stay  healthy.  In  the  past  their  only  illnesses  came  from 
losing  the  connection  with  the  spirit.  "Miraculous"  healings 
occurred  as  the  lost  connection  was  restored  in  thought  and 


attitude.  But  today  persistent  illness  is  common.  Despite  their 
own  teachings,  only  around  10  percent  of  Hopi  still  farm.  Even 
Titus  simply  ate  what  came  his  way  from  his  wage-earning  offspring. 

Past  attempts  to  rescue  the  Hopi  from  the  effects  of  "white  man's 
food"  have  ironically  been  rejected  as  outside  interference.  But 
Titus  now  tells  others  about  his  experience,  and  his  enthusiasm  has 
spread  to  a small  number  of  villagers  who  might  not  otherwise  have 
listened  to  a stranger.  This  response  is  completely  unprecedented. 

For  Hopi,  the  Path  of  Everlasting  Life  springs  from  their  fields  and 
gardens.  Its  restoration  is  a simple  human  act.  If,  as  they  say, 

"the  teachings  are  in  the  corn,"  the  true  Hopi  Way  can  be  recovered 
by  restoring  corn.  Carolyn  says  there  is  enough  left  of  the 
vanishing  ceremonial  order  for  it  to  be  revived,  but  this  will  not 
happen  if  their  indigenous  foods  are  neglected.  It  took  tremendous 
misguided  effort  from  outside  Hopi  culture  to  induce  this  neglect. 

One  percent  of  that  effort  --  guided  wisely  --  could  swing  the 
balance  once  again  toward  the  Path  of  Everlasting  Life.  But  it  will 
take  persistence,  as  with  the  effort  required  to  produce  a tiny 
ember  with  a fire  drill.  Like  that  ember,  if  carefully  nurtured, 
its  effect  could  be  very  great.  Otherwise  it  will  die  out. 

In  order  to  nurture  this  new  fire,  Roy  and  Pat  have  established  a 
project  they  call  Tuuwaqatsi.  Roy  and  I learned  this  Hopi  word 
during  our  visit.  In  the  course  of  his  conversation  with  the 
Hotevilla  elders,  I listened  carefully  as  something  about  "peace" 
was  being  translated  into  Hopi,  for  they  actually  have  no  word  for 
peace.  We  think  the  word  was  tuuwaqatsi  ("q"  is  a deep  "k").  The 
first  thing  Titus  thinks  of  when  he  hears  that  word  is  "praying  all 
the  time."  As  we  were  leaving  Hopiland,  we  met  a noted  expert  on 
the  Hopi  language,  who  explained  the  roots  of  the  word  are  "sand" 
and  "life."  Since  Hopi  soil  is  mainly  sand,  tuuwa  refers  to  all 
land,  bringing  forth  qatsi,  the  life  upon  it,  which  the  lives  and 
prayers  of  all  true  Hopi,  and  all  true  humans,  endlessly  promote. 

To  request  a copy  of  The  Essence  of  Hopi  Prophecy  and  be  on  a 
mailing  list  for  The  Hopi  Story:  from  the  Beginning  of  Life  to  the 
Day  of  Purification, write  to: 

Planting  Stick  Project 
Route  9 Box  78,  Santa  Fe,  NM  87505 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
for  a green  and  peaceful  planet  for  the  Seventh  Generation 
David  Yarrow  at  Turtle  EyeLand 
c/o  Broeckx,  P.0.  Box  6034,  Albany,  NY  12206 
dyarrow@igc.apc.org  518-426-0563 

Birth  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  lets  us  know  we  are  at  a crossroads 
--  either  return  to  balance  or  face  global  disaster. 

It's  our  duty  to  return  to  sacred  places  and  pray  for  world  peace 
--  if  we  do  not  do  this,  our  children  will  suffer. 

--  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  Lakota-Dakota-Nakota  Nation 

19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe 

**  WORLD  PEACE  AND  PRAYER  DAY  **  3 LINE  21,  1996  **  DOIN  US  IN  PEACE  ** 

^ ^ r\j  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ r\j  ^ r\j  ^ r\j  ^ ^ ^ r\j  ^ r\j  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ r\j  ^ ^ ^ r\j  ^ ^ r\j  ^ ^ ^ 

"RE : Review:  More  Than  Bows  and  Arrows"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Dun  1996  00:02:27  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Harder  Bernie  <harder@server . uwindsor . ca> 

Sub j : "More  Than  Bows  and  Arrows" 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 

I finally  had  a chance  to  view  this  video  available  at  powwows  and  Wood 
Knapp  Video.  It's  narrated  by  Momaday  and  exceptional;  it  discusses  the 
impact  "Native  American  Indians ...  had  [sic]  on  the  development  of  both 


the  United  States  and  Canada/'  according  to  the  description  on  the 
jacket,  and  it  does  that  and  more. 

I don't  want  to  question  its  achievement  in  the  least  nor  do  I feel 
inclined  to  be  critical,  but  I think  it  provides  an  important  instance  of 
something  that  has  come  up  about  Native  Peoples  being  discussed  in  the 
past  tense.  The  problem  does  not  just  appear  on  the  jacket.  I'm  Bernie 
Harder,  English  Department  Ext.  2291,  mentioning  this  because  it  is  so  easy 
to  slip  into  the  past  tense  in  English  and  thus  distort  the  truth  without 
intending  it.  For  example,  there  is  a statement  in  the  film  to  the  effect 
that  "Indians  regarded  the  Earth  as  their  Mother." 

I hope  that  what  I am  trying  to  point  to  will  be  taken  in  a good  way.  It 
seems  so  natural  to  use  the  past  tense  without  intending  the  implications, 
especially  when  one  is  using  a lecture  style. 

It's  tricky,  but  we  all  need  to  be  careful.  I saw  a t-shirt  at  a powwow 
worn  proudly  that  said,  "we  have  survived  500  years"  and  then  below  the 
picture,  "we  will  survive  500  more."  Good  point,  but  I asked,  "Only  500 
more?"  and  got  a confused,  then  understanding  response.  I might  even  change 
the  first  500  to,  maybe  500,000,  but  someone  else  might  just  want  to  stop 
the  statements  before  the  numbers.  And  others  will  say  that  anything  said  in 
English  will  get  it  wrong.  And  then  I heard  a grandfather  warrior  advise  a 
chief,  "Don't  say  too  much.  Don't  say  anything  at  all.  lust  go  back  to  where 
we  left  off  and  start  there.  And  you  know  where  we  left  off."  Another  one 
kept  telling  us,  "Whatever  you  do,  make  sure  you  keep  laughing,"  and  then 
get  everybody  laughing  with  him  heartily  in  no  time  for  a long  time." 

I'm  sure  I got  it  wrong,  too,  and  said  too  much  but  words  are  risky  weapons: 
Earth  is  our  Mother;  we  survive. 

"RE : Poem:  Names  Unknown"  

Date:  14  lun  1996  11:19:05  -0700 

From:  "Cindi  Page"  <Cindi . Page@quickmail . llnl . gov> 

Sub j : Names  Unknown 

FOR  THOSE  WITH  NAMES  UNKNOWN 

YOU  CAME  INTO  MY  DREAMS  LAST  NIGHT 
I SAW  YOU  KNEELING  THERE 
YOUR  HEAD  IN  HAND  AND  WEEPING 
MY  HEART  BROKE  FOR  YOUR  DESPAIR 

YOU  KNOW  THAT  THEY  ARE  ON  THE  WALL 
BUT  YOU  COULD  NOT  FIND  OUT  WHERE 
YOU  NEVER  KNEW  THEIR  REAL  NAMES 
BUT  THEY  KNEW  THAT  YOU  WERE  THERE 

I SAW  THREE  MEN  AROUND  YOU 
AS  YOU  KNELT  THERE  ON  THE  GROUND 
THEY  CAME  TO  GIVE  YOU  COMFORT 
THOUGH  THEY  DIDN'T  MAKE  A SOUND 

IF  YOU  GO  TO  THE  WALL  WITHOUT  KNOWING  A NAME 
AS  MANY  SEEM  TO  DO 

1UST  COME  TO  THE  WALL  AND  REMEMBER  THEM 
AND  THEY  WILL  COME  TO  YOU 

CINDI  PAGE  3/9/93 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/06/11  21:59 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 


genie  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  23-29 


IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

23 

Doy  is  the  visible  expression  of  wonder. 

24 

True  dreams  are  born  of  sea  spray,  of  ehukai. 

25 

Cherish  three  things  above  all  else:  the  life  of  the  land,  the  well-being 
of  the  spirit,  and  the  love  of  those  friends  who  are  dearest  to  us. 

26 

Be  one  with  the  winds,  and  give  your  spirit  wings! 

27 

The  gifted  storyteller  brings  the  past  to  life. 

28 

In  the  chant  of  the  ages  lies  the  secret  heart  of  the  people. 

29 

The  mountains  stand  like  sentinels  above  my  valley. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

- "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  20  Dune  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

From:  stephienix@aol.com 

Sub j : Native  Americas  International  Film  Exposition 
(Santa  Fe,  NM,  8/96) 

First  Annual  Native  Americas  International  Film  Exposition  (NAIFE) 
that  will  be  held  in  Santa  Fe,  NM,  August  9 - 15,  1996.  The  deadline 
on  entries  for  submission  is  Dune  15,  1996.  The  expo  is  a week-long 
festival  of  competitive  screenings,  curated  films,  and  workshops  whose 
primary  goal  is  to  foster  the  making  of  film,  video,  and  new  media  by, 
about,  and  with  indigenous  peoples  of  the  Western  Hemisphere.  The 
Festival  will  be  a platform  for  native  filmmakers  and  others  from 
North,  Central  and  South  America  to  showcase  their  work  and 
develop  their  skills  as  artists  and  storytellers. 

Categories  include:  Dramatic  Feature,  Documentary  Feature, 

Dramatic  Short,  Documentary  Short,  Experimental/Animation , New 
Technologies,  Film  & Video 

For  more  info,  and/or  specifics  on  entries,  contact: 

NAIFE 

P.O.  Box  2023 

Santa  Fe,  NM  87504-2023 

Tel:  (505)  988-5507  Fax:  (505)  988-5652 

E-Mail : <<natvfilm@roadrunner . com>> 


From:  frosty.deere@igloo.magicnet.com  (FROSTY  DEERE) 

Sub j : Mohawk  Pow-wow  (Kahnawake,  13-14  Duly) 

The  Mohawks  of  Kahnawake  will  be  holding  its  Pow-wow  on  Duly  13  and 


14,  1996.  We  are  only  10km  from  the  center  of  Montreal. 

No  drugs  or  alcohol  are  permitted. 

Price  (Not  known  yet) 

Food,  dancing,  drums,  crafts  and  fun. 

Loads  of  parking  space. 

Make  sure  you  get  a Buffalo  Burger  or  Fresh  Micmac  Salmon. 

Everyone  is  welcome  and  bring  a camera  and  extra  film.  No  pictures 
of  the  Grand  Opening.  And  Men,  please  remove  your  hats  during  a 
Grand  Opening. 

I will  post  more  info  about  who  are  the  Drums  and  Singers... 

Sken : nen 


From:  br975@FreeNet.Carleton.CA  (Dohn  S.  Brack) 

Sub j : Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre's  Grand  Opening 

ODAWA  NATIVE  FRIENDSHIP  CENTRE  GRAND  OPENING 
Friday,  Dune  21,  1996-National  Aboriginal  Day 


The  Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 

- a centre  serving  the  urban  Aboriginal  community  has  moved 
to  a "bigger,  better"  location  at  12  Stirling  Ave. (corner 
of  Scott  St.),  Ottawa,  Ontario.  Come  and  join  us  on  Friday, 

Dune  21st.,  1996  for  our  GRAND  OPENING.  The  Centre  has 
many  events  planned  to  make  this  day,  and  the  first  ever 
National  Aboriginal  Day,  a day  to  remember! 

Everyone  is  invited  to  join  in  celebrating  the  accomplishments  and 
future  of  this  valuable  community  and  cultural  resource  centre. 


Learn  About  The  Centre 
Tour  The  Facilities 
Native  Arts  & Crafts 
Meet  With  Aboriginal 
Businesses 


* Learn  About  The  Programs 

* Enjoy  Native  Foods 

* Children's  activities 

* Quilting 


The  Friendship  Centre  Welcomes  You  On  National  Aboriginal 
Day  To  Celebrate  The  New  Centre  From  9 AM  to  9 PM  With: 

* "Presentations  on  the  Centre"  every  hour  from  9 am  to  8 pm 
(15  min.) 

* "Guided  tours"  of  the  Centre  at  20  minutes  past  the  hour 
all  day  (except  10:20  during  the  Ribbon  Cutting) 

* "Native  Dancing  and  Drumming"  at  40  minutes  past  the  hour 
all  day  (except  10:40  during  the  Ribbon  Cutting) 

* "Official  Ribbon  Cutting"  Ceremony  at  10:20  am  starting 
with  a traditional  "Circle  & Opening  Prayer" 

* Enjoy  Traditional  Native  Foods  For  Dust  $5.00 
(Served  All  Day) 

* Help  Create  The  Friendship  Centre  Quilt  For  Dust  $5.00  A 
Square 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Friendship  Centre 

at  (613)722-3811. 

Aboriginal  Businesses  are  invited  to  contact  Percy  Barnaby 

at  (613)837-0926 

* "Bring  A Friend  To  The  Friendship  Centre"  * 


From:  Robert  Sink  <omrudi@tiac . net> 

Sub j : World  Peace  & Prayer  Day  (NYC) 

SACRED  PIPE  CEREMONY  IN  CENTRAL  PARK,  NEW  YORK  CITY 

Clyde  Hall,  a traditional  pipe  carrier  of  the  Shoshone-Bannock  nations 
has  called  for  a Sacred  Pipe  Ceremony  in  Strawberry  Fields  in  Central 
Park,  New  York  City,  on  Friday  Dune  21st  at  6:30  PM.  We  will  be  meeting 
in  Strawberry  Fields,  just  north  of  the  Imagine  Circle,  which  is  just 


past  the  entrance  at  72nd  and  Central  Park  West. 

The  intention  is  to  join  with  the  thousands  at  Devils  Butte,  Montana  and 
with  others  over  the  world  to  support  the  vision  of  Arvol  Looking  Horse: 

"I,  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White 
Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  for  the  Lakota,  Dakota,  Nakota  Nation  ask  that  all 
nations  upon  Mother  Earth  declare  Dune  21,  1996  World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day. 

According  to  the  spiritual  leaders  and  Elders  who  gathered  at  the  United 
Nations  to  present  their  prophecies  and  again  at  Six  Nations,  Canada, 
the  "signs"  of  Indigenous  people  prophesies  tell  us  it  is  time  to  begin 
mending  the  Sacred  Hoop  and  begin  global  healing  by  working  towards 
world  peace  and  harmony. ...  We  are  told  there  is  a sacred  site  every 
hundred  miles  around  Mother  Earth.  We  ask  all  people  to  return  to  these 
places  and  pray  from  their  hearts  with  us." 


From:  Pablo  Bellon  <pablob@coopext.cahe.wsu.edu> 

Sub j : World  Food  Summit  - Videoconference  (fwd) 

FYI 

Forwarded  message 

Date:  Thu,  13  Dun  1996  16:22:30  +500 

From:  THOMAS  WILLIS  OF  CTDE  <twillis@SMOKE . ESUSDA. GOV> 

Sub j : World  Food  Summit  - Videoconference 

Announcement  of  satellite  videoconference  from  USDA's  Farm  Service 
Agency: 

On  Dune  24-25,  1996,  a public  forum  will  be  held  at  Michigan 
State  University  s Student  Union  Ballroom  in  East  Lansing, 

Michigan.  The  theme  of  the  forum  is  The  U.S.  and  Canada  s 
Contribution  to  World  Food  Security.  The  forum  will  provide  an 
opportunity  for  invited  speakers  and  the  general  public  to  comment 
on  the  draft  U.S. -Canadian  paper  and  draft  policy  statement  and 
plan  of  action  for  the  World  Food  Summit,  set  for  Nov.  13-17, 

1996,  in  Rome,  Italy. 

The  World  Food  Summit  is  aimed  at  seeking  renewed  commitment 
from  world  leaders  to  eradicate  hunger  and  malnutrition  and 
achieve  food  security  for  all  through  concerted  policies  and  actions 
at  the  global,  regional,  and  national  levels.  The  Food  and 
Agriculture  Organization  (FAO)  of  the  United  Nations  is 
convening  the  Summit. 

A panel  of  senior  U.S.  and  Canadian  government  officials  will 
hear  presentations  from  distinguished  specialists  from  both 
countries  on  the  following  topics:  1)  developing  a political, 
social,  and  economic  environment  that  enhances  food  security;  2) 
fostering  sustainable  domestic  food  system  capacity;  3) 
improving  food  access  to  poor  and  vulnerable  groups;  4) 
implementing  freer  international  trade;  and  5)  mobilizing 
international  efforts  for  monitoring  and  improving  the  food 
situation  in  low-income  countries. 

The  forum  is  open  to  the  public  and  there  will  be  opportunity  for 
questions  from  the  audience  and  from  viewers  watching  the 
proceedings  via  satellite  broadcast. 

Satellite  coordinates  are: 

KU  Band  Satellite  - Galaxy  4 (K4), 

Located  at  99  Degrees  West; 

Transponder  21  (Horizontal); 

Downlink  Frequency:  12110  MegaHertz; 

Audio  Subcarriers:  6.2  and  6.8  MegaHertz. 

The  toll-free  number  is  1-800-432-4417.  The  forum  will  be  from 
2:30-5:30  p.m.  on  Monday,  Dune  24,  and  from  8:30  a. m. -1:00 
p.m.  on  Tuesday,  Dune  25. 

To  obtain  a copy  of  the  draft  U.S. -Canadian  paper  or  to  get  further 
information  about  the  World  Food  Summit  and  the  upcoming 


forum,  you  may  access  the  World  Food  Summit  Home  Page 
(http://ffas.usda.gov/ffas/food_summit/summit.html)  or  you  may 
call  or  write  to  the  Office  of  the  U.S.  National  Secretary  for  the 
World  Food  Summit,  USDA/Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  Room 
3008-South  Building,  AgBox  1081,  Washington,  DC  20250-1081, 
telephone  (202)  690-0776,  fax  (202)  720-6103.  The  draft  U.S.- 
Canadian  paper  will  be  available  for  review  after  Dune  11. 

The  draft  policy  statement  and  plan  of  action  may  be  obtained 
through  the  World  Food  Summit  Home  Page  or  by  calling  FAO  s 
North  American  Liaison  Office  at  (202)  653-2400. 

Sincerely, 

Avram  Buzz  Guroff 

U.S.  National  Secretary  to  the  World  Food  Summit 


Date:  Wed,  19  Dun  1996  20:39:48  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  llacey@ra.isisnet.com  (Laurie  Lacey) 

Sub  j : Ktaqmkuk  Mi'kmaq  Gathering 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

Hi,  Dust  wanted  to  pass  this  along: 

Come  to  the  Eastern  Door  for  the  first  Ktaqmkuk  Mi'kmaq  Pow  Wow  and 
Traditional  Medicine  and  Healing  Conference.  The  conference  is  Duly 
3-5,  followed  by  the  Pow  Wow  Duly  5-7.  This  is  probably  the  first  ever 
such  gathering  to  be  held  in  Newfoundland,  the  eastern  door  to  the 
continent.  It  should  be  a wonderful  experience. 

The  gathering  is  being  hosted  by  the  Newfoundland  Mi'kmaq  Nation,  and  is 
taking  place  at  Conne  River,  Bay  D'Espoir,  NFLD.  A contact  number  is 
1-709-882-2710,  or  Faculty  of  Medicine,  Memorial  University, 

1-709-737-6592  (also  6399). 

My  best  regards, 

Laurie 

Laurie  Lacey  llacey@isisnet.com 

Wild  World  of  Plants  Newsletter/homepage 

http://fox.nstn . ca/~trogers/plants/ 

"Life  is  like  a comet  streaking  through  space." 


Date:  18  Dun  1996  16:28:15  GMT 

From:  Donald  Zhang  Osborn  <osborndo@pilot.msu.edu> 

Newsgroups : alt . native, alt . religion, soc . culture. native, talk. religion .mi sc 
Sub j : World  Peace  & Prayer  Day  (6/21)-  Cahokia  Mounds,  IL  (nr  St.  Louis) 

Baha'is  in  the  St. Louis  area  are  praying  at  Cahokia  Mounds  in  Illinois  on 
this  day  at  11:00  a.m.  Central  time.  Please  join  us. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Dane  Schulz  Beasley 
jbeasley@mail.win.org 

"The  source  of  learning  is  the  knowledge  of  God,  exalted 
be  His  Glory,  and  this  cannot  be  attained  save  through 
the  knowledge  of  His  Divine  Manifestation." 

--Baha ' u ' llah 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Following  the  1994  birth  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf,  in  accordance  with 
their  Traditions,  Native  Americans  have  called  for  ceremonies  of  unity 
around  the  world  on  Dune  21,  1996.  Many  thousands  of  groups,  churches, 
temples,  synagogues,  religious  organizations  and  other  spiritually  minded 
groups  are  planning  to  join  in  this  worldwide  time  of  prayer. 

Arvol  Looking  Horse,  the  19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo 
Calf  Pipe  for  the  Lakota-Dakota-Nakota  Nation,  has  asked  all  peoples  and 
all  nations  to  declare  Dune  21,  1996  as  World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day. 

Mr.  Looking  Horse  has  written:  "Our  prophecies  are  clear....  it  is  time  to 
mend  the  Sacred  Hoop  of  life  on  our  Earth  Mother....  It  is  our  duty  to 


journey  to  the  sacred  places  of  the  world  and  pray  for  world  peace.  If  we 
do  not  do  this  our  children  will  suffer." 

"It  has  been  decided...  that  Dune  21,  1996  is  the  time  to  pray  for  world 
peace  and  harmony.  Many  indigenous  peoples  of  Turtle  Island  (North 
America) , will  begin  their  spiritual  journey  for  this  important  ceremony 
weeks  ahead  of  time,  on  May  1,  on  horseback,  riding  from  Wahpeton, 
Saskatchewan,  Canada.  They  will  ride  to  Grey  Horn  Butte  in  the  Black  Hills 
of  Wyoming,  arriving  by  Dune  21.  At  this  ancient  sacred  site  the  Indigenous 
Peoples  will  pray  with  the  Keepers  of  the  Sacred  Bundles  to  begin  the 
restoration  of  peace,  balance,  and  respect." 

"There  are  sacred  places  all  over  the  earth.  We  ask  all  people  of  all 
faiths  to  return  to  these  Sacred  Places  and  pray  with  us  according  to  the 
traditions  of  their  hearts.  We  ask  all  peoples  to  organize  their 
ceremonies  at  their  sacred  sites  so  they  will  be  praying  at  the  same  time 
as  we  are  from  ours.  Our  ceremony  will  begin  at  10  AM,  in  the  Mountain 
Time  Zone." 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Marie  Fouche,  Dohn  H.  Burrows,  Danet  Smith,  Debra  Sanders,  Doe  Campagna, 
Louis  D.  Alarcon,  David  Yarrow,  Harder  Bernie,  Cindi  Page,  Karen  D Gould, 
Blackhawk  via  Sandi,  Sandy(ICWA  Alert),  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  20  Dune  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

From:  pablo@abenaki.tribal.org  (Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf) 

Sub j : World  Prayer  and  Unity  Day  (21  Dune,  Old  Lyme,  Connecticut) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Everyone  is  invited  Old  Lyme,  Connecticut  to  share  the  ceremony  marking 
the  World  Prayer  and  Unity  Day  called  for  by  Arvol  Looking  Horse. 

Our  group  will  begin  gathering  at  11  AM  at  the  Old  Lyme  Congregational 
Church,  Exit  70  off  Interstate  95.  We  will  move  from  there  to  a sacred 
spot  where  we  will  share  prayer  and  thoughts  about  and  for  our  fellow  man. 
Mother  Earth,  and  the  possibility  of  future  generations. 

Our  group  is  composed  of  Native  Americans,  Members  of  Habitat  for 
Humanity,  Members  of  the  Cheyenne  River  exchange  group,  church  members, 
non  church  members,  black  people,  white  people,  US  Citizens  and  non 
citizens.  If  fact  most  everyone  but  you!  We  need  you  there,  too! 

For  further  info  call  860-669-1559. 

Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf 
Cowasuck  Band  of  the  Abenaki 


Date:  Wed,  19  Dun  1996  15:23:34  -0400 
From:  souljny@aol.com 

Sub j : Pow  Wow  on  the  Hudson  (4-6  Duly,  Yonkers,  New  York) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


Pow  Wow  on  the  Hudson 
Duly  4,  5,  6 

presented  by  the  Native  American  Warrior  Society 
at  the  Yonkers  RailRoad  Station  Grounds 
Ceremonial  Chief:  Little  Fox 

Lead  Dancers:  Chief  Little  Hawk,  Tara,  Morning  Star  Fox,  Donna  Fox,  Loving 
Spirit  and  WithinTheCircle  Dancers,  Marty  "Big"  Bear 
North  Eastern  Drummers 

Major  Deegan  to  Yonkers  Ave.  Take  Yonkers  Ave.  West  until  you  can  go  no 
further.  Make  a Right.  Keep  going  until  you  see  Riverfest  on  your  left  - 
the  grounds  are  behind  the  railroad  station  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  River, 
if  you  need  further  directions,  please  e-mail  me!  hope  to  see  you  there! 
Sandi 

Souljny@aol . com 

"RE ; ICWA  Alert"  

Date:  Thu,  13  Dun  1996  23:40:29  -0600 
From:  karenjg@gnn.com  (Karen  D Gould) 

Sub j : ICWA  alert  6/13/96 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

YIKES!  ! This  almost  slipped  by  me!  Nothing  was  supposed  to  happen  in 
the  Senate  for  several  weeks,  but  a letter  made  me  check  out  what  was 
going  on  - Good  thing!  I'm  going  out  of  town  tomorrow  on  my  own  adoption 
search,  but  meanwhile,  here's  the  info  I have  so  far  today: 

The  "Adoption  Promotion  and  Stability  Act"  passed  by  the  house  as 
HR-3286  was  first  referred  to  the  Senate  Finance  Committee,  which  handles 
most  tax  (and  tax  credit)  matters.  (The  Senate  version  doesn't  have  a 
number  yet.)  The  Finance  Committee  reported  it  out  and  referred  it  to  the 
Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  yesterday. 

The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  has  scheduled  "mark-up"  for  Dune  19.  This 
is  when  the  committee  members  (may)  make  suggestions  for  changes.  Then, 
if  changes  are  suggested,  hearings  may  be  held  on  the  proposed  changes, 
(provided  the  majority  votes  for  the  hearings)  or,  the  Bill  could  be  sent 
directly  to  the  full  Senate  for  a vote.  If  no  changes  are  made  from  what 
the  House  passed,  that's  the  end  of  it  - it  goes  to  the  President  for  his 
signature  or  veto.  If  changes  are  made,  the  House  and  Senate  have  to 
"reconcile"  the  two  bills,  then  vote  on  the  "reconciliation  bill." 

Listed  below  are  the  members  of  this  committee  with  whatever  contact  info 
I was  able  to  find  on  them.  (Note:  All  the  Senate  members  have  a Senate 
staff  generated  "webpage."  I have  noted  those  that  have  made  their  own 
homepages,  since  I think  this  indicates  a willingness  to  accept  the 
internet  as  a valid  contact  method.  The  rest  (especially  the  ones  without 
even  an  email  address)  are  likely  to  be  technological  Luddites.  It  might 
be  best  to  call  or  write  snail  mail  to  those  Senators.)  Also,  those  with 
"homepages  on  graphic  steroids"  obviously  don't  understand  the  internet 
culture  very  well.  They  take  about  an  hour  to  load  (ok,  an  exaggeration). 

The  snail  mail  address  for  ALL  Senators  is  now: 

The  Honorable  

or 

Office  of  Senator  

United  States  Senate 
Washington,  D.C.  20510 

The  receptionist  of  the  Senate  tells  me  that  the  postal  carriers  prefer  to 
deliver  by  name,  since  a transposed  number  or  the  wrong  building  could  get 
a letter,  ahem,  lost. 

Rather  than  give  you  the  URLs  of  all  of  these  homepages  and  websites,  here 
is  the  URL  of  the  page  that  links  to  ALL  Senators  webpages,  (Senators  are 
listed  alphabetically)  whether  maintained  by  the  Senate  staff  or  the 
members  themselves: 


http: //www. senate.gov/ senator/ members . html 

If  you're  not  sure  who  your  senators  are  - well,  first  of  all,  shame  on 
you  - but  anyway,  here's  the  URL  of  the  page  that  lists  Senators  by  State 

http: //www. senate.gov/senator/state . html 

THE  SENATE  COMMITTEE  ON  INDIAN  AFFAIRS: 

202-224-2251 

838  Hart  Senate  Office  Bldg 
Washington,  DC  20510-6450 

Staff  member  contact:  Phil  Baker-Shemk 

Committee  Members: 

REPUBLICANS********************************************************* 

John  McCain,  Arizona,  Chairman  202-224-2235 
E-mail:  senator_mccain@mccain . senate.gov 

Frank  H.  Murkowski,  Alaska  - (202)  224-6665 

FAX  (202)  224-5301 

(has  homepage  on  graphic  steroids) 

Email : email@murkowski . senate.gov 

Slade  Gorton,  Washington  (202)  224-3441 
(202)  224-9393  (fax) 

(has  homepage) 

Email : senator_gorton@gorton . senate.gov 

Pete  V.  Domenici,  New  Mexico  (202)  224-6621 
E-mail : senator_domenici@domenici . senate.gov 

Nancy  Landon  Kassebaum,  Kansas  (202) -224-4774 
Email:  n/a 

Don  Nickles,  Oklahoma  - (202)  224  5754 
(has  homepage) 

Email : sen ator@nic kies . senate.gov 

Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  Colorado  (202)  224-5852 
Email:  n/a 

Craig  Thomas,  Wyoming  (202)  224-6441 
(has  homepage) 

Email:  craig@thomas.senate.gov 

Orrin  G.  Hatch,  Utah  - (202)  224-5251 
Email : Senator_Hatch@Hatch . senate.gov 

DEMOCRATS******************************************************** 

Daniel  K.  Inouye,  Hawaii  202-224-3934 
(has  homepage  on  graphic  steroids) 
senator@inouye . senate . gov 

Kent  Conrad,  North  Dakota  - (202)  224-2043 

FAX:  (202)  224-7776 

(has  rudimentary  homepage) 

Email:  senator@conrad.senate.gov 

Harry  Reid,  Nevada  (202)  224-3542 
Email : senator_reid@reid .senate . gov 


Paul  Simon,  Illinois  (202)  224-2152  (voice) 

(202)  224-5469  (TTY) 

(has  homepage) 

Email:  senator@simon.senate.gov 

Daniel  K.  Akaka,  Hawaii  (202)  224-6361 
Email:  n/a 

Paul  Wellstone,  Minnesota  (202)  224-5641 
(has  homepage) 

Email : senator@wellstone.senate.gov 

Byron  L.  Dorgan,  North  Dakota  (202)  224-2551 

Email:  senator@dorgan. senate.gov 

If  any  of  these  people  are  your  Senators,  I urge  you  to  write  or  call  them 
about  the  amendment  to  the  ICWA  contained  in  the  Adoption  tax  credit  bill. 
(You  may  have  to  "educate"  them  about  the  House  version  - the  person  I 
spoke  with  in  McCains  office  was  not  familiar  with  it,  because  Sen.  McCain 
has  introduced  his  own  adoption  bill,  and  of  course,  his  staff  was  focused 
on  that,  rather  than  what  the  House  is  doing.) 

Here's  a sample  of  some  points  you  can  make  if  you  write  or  call: 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

HR  3286  - the  "Adoption  Promotion  and  Stability  Act"  which  was  passed  by 
the  House  on  May  10,  1996,  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  of  which  you  are  a member.  I wish  to  draw  your  attention 
to  "Title  3"  of  that  act.  While  I believe  that  the  adoption  tax  credit  is 
a good  idea,  "Title  3"  amends  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  of  1978  in  a 
way  that  weakens  that  very  good  legislation  severely.  There  have  been 
instances  of  abuse  of  the  ICWA,  we  all  agree.  But  the  amendment  placed  in 
the  Adoption  Promotion  and  Stability  Act  does  not  address  the  main  cause 
of  those  abuses  - lawyer  and  agency  misconduct.  What  it  actually  does  is 
permit  state  courts  to  decide  who  is  and  who  is  not  a member  of  the 
sovereign  Native  Nations  of  this  continent.  Can  you  imagine  telling 
Canada  what  the  qualifications  of  Canadian  citizenship  are?  "Title  3"  is  a 
cynical  attempt  to  "get  around"  the  much-needed  protection  of  the  Indian 
Child  Welfare  Act,  and  I urge  you  to  remove  it  from  this  bill  before  you 
report  it  out  of  your  committee. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Hope  you  all  can  take  some  time  and  write  or  call  the  members  of  the 
Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  about  this  important  issue. 

Karen 

P.S.  If  you're  not  sure  what  the  I.C.W.A  is  all  about,  or  what  the 
amendment  is,  email  me  at  karenjg@gnn.com  and  I'll  send  you  some 
background  info. 


Comments  from  NativeNet  listowner,  Gary  Trujillo  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us) : 

I have  just  created  an  index  to  the  articles  that  have  been  posted  to  the 
NATIVE-L  list  on  the  subject.  You  can  access  that  index  at: 
http : //bioc09. uthscsa . edu/natnet/archive/nl/icwa . html 

"RE : Oneida  Hearing  in  Federal  Court"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Dun  1996  21:47:59  -0400 
From:  wasicuwin@aol.com 

Sub j : Oneida  hearing  in  Federal  District  Court 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

In  May  of  1995  a group  of  about  150  traditional  Oneida  held  a "Walk  for 
Democracy"  to  protest  what  they  felt  were  the  dictatorial  practices  of  tribal 
chairman,  Ray  Halbritter.  Following  this  all  Oneida  who  had  participated  in 
this  event  were  deprived  of  their  tribal  privileges,  including  the  right  to 
be  on  tribal  land  and  participate  in  tribal  events.  This  also  bars  them  from 


their  participation  in  the  longhouse  ceremonies  which  are  the  center  of 
Haudenosaunee  life. 

Marchers  who  were  employees  of  the  tribe  were  fired  and  some  of  them  have 
their  pensions  tied  up  so  funds  are  not  accessible.  Many  are  managing  on 
donations  of  food  and  clothing,  some  of  which  is  coming  from  other  tribes. 
Other  Oneida  are  concerned  about  them  but  fear  speaking  out  publicly  because 
they  are  intimidated  by  Halbritter'  and  fear  losing  their  tribal  rights. 

The  root  of  this  problem,  according  to  Wolf  clan  mother  Maisie  Shenendoah, 
lies  in  Mr.  Halbritter's  unwillingness  to  listen  to  the  people.  He  has  made 
many  decisions  unilaterally  including  some  that  place  the  Oneida  land  claims 
at  risk.  Maisie  Shenendoah  was  the  clan  mother  who  first  appointed  Mr. 
Halbritter  as  the  Wolf  clan  representative  many  years  ago  and  his  appointment 
was  subsequently  sanctioned  by  the  Haudenosaunee  Grand  Council  at  Onondaga. 

He  and  two  other  appointed  leaders  represented  the  Oneida.  The  other  two 
representatives  passed  on,  leaving  Mr.  Halbritter  in  a leadership  position. 

As  clan  mother,  Maisie  Shenendoah  followed  traditional  practice  and  warned 
Mr.  Halbritter  three  times  that  he  was  not  living  up  to  the  expectations  of 
his  people.  She  then  removed  him  from  his  leadership  role.  This  was 
recognized  by  the  Grand  Council.  It  was  not,  however,  recognized  by  the 
Federal  and  New  York  State  governments  who  continue  to  deal  with  Mr. 

Halbritter . 

On  February  13,  1996  the  Center  for  Constitutional  Rights  assisted  these 
Oneida  in  bringing  a suit  against  the  federal  government  for  not  recognizing 
the  Oneida's  traditional  method  of  self-government.  The  injunction  reads  in 
part:  The  traditional  Oneida  leaders  file  a suit  in  District  Federal  Court  in 
Syracuse  NY  seeking  an  injunction  ordering  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to 
recognize  the  removal  of  Mr.  Halbritter  as  leader  of  the  Oneida  Nation. 

A hearing  is  scheduled  for  Dune  17,  1996  at  the  District  Federal  Court 
building  on  Clinton  Street  in  Syracuse  NY  at  10  o'clock  am.  Supporters  who 
are  able  to  attend  are  requested  to  wear  purple  ribbons  so  that  the  court 
will  recognize  the  numbers  of  people  concerned.  Perhaps  the  wearing  of 
purple  ribbons  that  day  in  other  areas  might  help  to  create  more  awareness  of 
this  situation.  Letters  to  President  Clinton,  Governor  George  Pataki,  and 
BIA  officials  would  be  beneficial. 

May  I remind  people  that  in  the  Fort  Laramie  treaty  of  1868  between  the  U.S. 
government  and  the  Sioux-Brule,  Oglala,  Miniconjou,  Yankton,  Hunkpapa, 
Blackfeet,  Cuthead,  Two  Kettle,  Sans  Arcs,  Santee  and  Arapahoe,  Article  12 
clearly  states  that  no  treaty  for  the  subsequent  cessation  of  any  land  shall 
be  valid  unless  signed  by  at  least  three  fourths  of  the  adult  males  occupying 
or  interested  in  the  same...  In  the  1882-3  Treaty  with  the  Sioux,  this 
provision  was  totally  ignored,  the  treaty  was  signed  by  people  who  were  not 
the  appropriate  representatives  and  the  Sioux  lost  enormous  amounts  of  their 
land  including  their  venerated  Black  Hills.  The  Supreme  Court  has  ruled  that 
the  U.S  owes  a monumental  payment  for  this  land  which  the  Sioux  peoples  have 
not  accepted  because  the  "land  is  not  for  sale"  but  which  would  add 
considerably  to  our  national  debt  if  they  did. 

Donations  of  food,  clothing,  and  household  goods  are  also  needed  by  those 
Oneidas  who  have  been  fired  from  their  tribal  jobs  and  who  have  remained 
unemployed  for  over  a year.  Items  may  be  sent  to  Oneidas  for  Democracy  c/o 
Maisie  Shenendoah;  Box  9;  Indian  Territory;  Oneida  NY  13421 

Sken:nen  kenhak, 

Sandy 


Comments  from  NativeNet  listowner,  Gary  Trujillo  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us) : 

Stories  of  this  sort  seem  to  be  becoming  a common  theme  on  this  list,  from 
New  York  to  Minnesota  to  Michigan.  But  these  incidents  are  not  confined 
to  the  United  States.  On  Monday  evening's  nightly  news  broadcast  from  the 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation  ("The  World  at  Six"),  there  was  a report 
that  what  sound  like  similar  conflicts  are  taking  place  all  across  Canada. 
Apparently,  there  are  many  who  are  calling  into  question  the  "Chief  and 
Council"  system,  brought  into  being  under  the  Indian  Act,  and  formalized 
in  the  1930s  and  40s.  The  report  mentioned  that  some  bands  are  returning 
to  an  older  more  traditional  system  in  which  each  family  is  represented, 
rather  than  having  a hierarchical  kind  of  European-style  government.  (The 


report  profiled  the  Dahl  (sp?)  Band  in  Kenora,  Ontario,  where  they  said 
the  Chief  and  his  staff  has  been  locked  out  of  their  offices  for  some  time. 

The  Department  of  Indian  Affairs,  however,  has  not  intervened  in  favor  of 
either  government,  saying  that  they  have  to  work  matters  out  by  themselves.) 

Perhaps  someone  who  is  more  familiar  with  the  details  or  the  general  pattern 
of  these  situations  could  make  reports  on  how  things  are  playing  out. 

"RE : Warrior  Society  Letter"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Dun  1996  16:02:36  -0400 

From:  souljny@aol.com 

Sub j : Warrior  Society  Letter 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I have  been  asked  to  forward  this  letter,  from  Chief  BlackHawk  Sancarlos,  to 
the  list.  Thank  you  all  for  taking  the  time  to  read  it.  -Sandi 

6/10/96 

AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  ALL  MY  BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS 

I AM  CHIEF  BLACKHAWK  SANCARLOS.  Some  of  you  may  know  of  me.  Some  of  you 
may  not.  But  after  this  letter,  you  will  know  something  of  me.  I am  very 
sad  to  inform  you  that  I have  recently  become  a victim  of  slander.  There 
is  a radio  station,  which  broadcasts  in  the  tri-state  area  called  WBAI. 

On  this  station  there  is  a native  oriented  talk  show  on  Monday  nights, 
from  9:00pm  to  10:00pm.  Raven,  the  gentleman  who  hosts  the  show,  took 
this  opportunity  not  to  educate  the  listeners  but  to  attack  me  verbally. 

Raven  stated  that  he  had  been  sent  one  of  my  "Pow  Wow  on  the  Hudson" 
flyers.  He  stated  that  he  had  never  heard  of  BLACKHAWK.  (Let  me  say  his 
memory  is  short) . He  attacked  me  on  the  air  during  the  winter  months 
because  I stood  in  the  way  of  his  friend  doing  a Native  American  dance 
festival  show.  The  attack  on  Monday  the  3rd  was  an  underhanded  payback 
for  my  "meddling".  Let  me  say  now,  I have  been  called  the  Chief  of  Chiefs. 
This  is  an  HONORARY  TITLE,  given  to  me  by  the  clanmothers  of  multiple 
tribes.  I myself  choose  not  to  use  this  title,  because  I in  no  way  or 
form  wish  to  dishonor  ANY  of  the  many  great  chiefs  who  lead  their  people. 

Let  me  say  again,  the  title  Chief  of  Chiefs  is  an  honorary  title.  It  was 
bestowed  upon  me  by  the  Clan  Mothers.  I did  not  choose  it  for  myself. 

They  chose  this  title  due  to  my  history  in  the  fight  for  our  people. 

While  fighting  the  injustice  to  the  American  Indian,  I have  had  many 
threats,  as  well  as  real  dangers.  At  one  point,  my  home  in  the  state  of 
Washington  was  wired  with  dynamite,  and  my  home  in  upstate  New  York  had 
been  burned  to  the  ground.  We  were  also  burned  out  of  a home  in 
Westchester.  All  while  fighting  for  the  Indian  people,  as  well  as  others 
who  have  been  injusticed.  After  62  years  of  struggle,  I see  no  reason 
someone  not  connected  to  our  Bond  should  have  a problem  with  an  honorary 
title  bestowed  upon  me  by  the  clanmothers  of  MULTIPLE  tribal  groups. 

While  on  the  radio  program.  Raven  offered  to  debate  me.  I say  that  if 
he  (Raven)  had  truly  wished  for  an  honest  debate,  instead  of  attacking  me, 
and  everything  I stand  for,  why  did  he  not  call  me?  My  phone  number  was 
there  in  bold  type  next  to  my  name  on  the  flyer!  It  is  obvious  to  me,  and 
should  be  to  everyone,  that  his  only  goal  was  to  cast  doubt,  and  cause 
people  to  avoid  The  Warrior  Society's  Pow  Wow  on  the  Hudson,  which  is  Duly 
4th,  5th,  6th  in  the  City  of  Yonkers. 

Let  me  take  a moment  to  tell  you  about  the  Warrior  Society.  The  Warrior 
Society  began  in  1951,  in  Korea  actually.  There  were  4 founding  members. 

I am  one  of  them.  The  aim  of  the  Warrior  Society  is,  and  always  will  be, 

to  keep  our  young  proud  of  who  and  what  they  are.  No  matter  the  shade  of 

their  skin.  To  protect  our  Elders,  honor  them,  and  learn  from  them.  To 
be  able  to  carry  the  history  by  word  to  our  own  old  age,  and  pass  it  on  to 
the  young  with  the  same  words  we  were  told.  To  study  to  become  the  best 
in  any  field  we  choose.  To  carry  our  self  in  a way  that  when  people  see 
one  Indian,  they  know  they  would  be  proud  to  meet  us  all.  TO  NOT  SPEAK 
ILL  OF  ANY  BROTHER  OR  SISTER.  To  respect  those  of  other  Nations  and  never 

cause  another  to  be  weakened.  We  answer  the  call  to  come  to  any  justified 


aide  as  best  we  can. 

Raven  stated  he  knows  all  of  the  Counsels  and  all  of  the  Chiefs  and 
Societies.  I don't  know  about  Central  America,  but  here.  All  Societies 
Were  Secret  and  Most  Still  Are.  I have  been  Indian  in  this  land  for  62 
years . 

I've  lived  at  Nation  House,  and  Owl  Head  and  I DO  NOT  KNOW  ALL.  I 
thought  only  the  Life  Giver  knew  all. 

I have  used  this  format  because  I want  all  Natives  to  know  that  I still 
live,  that  I was  Indian  when  it  wasn't  "cool".  I did  not  become  Indian 
after  "Dances  with  Wolves".  I have  a Wolf,  he  is  my  friend,  and  he  lives 
in  my  home,  and  I dance  with  him  everyday. 

Brothers  and  Sisters,  in  a time  where  the  American  Indian  is  hardly 
respected  enough,  and  many  of  us  are  still  living  in  poverty  conditions  on 
Reservations,  it  is  truly  not  a time  for  fighting  among  us.  In  my  eyes, 
our  people  have  always  been  proud,  honorable,  and  honest.  As  the  true 
guardians  of  the  Earth  Mother,  and  Keepers  of  the  Traditions  of  old,  I ask 
that  we  stand  together,  to  send  a message  to  those  who  would  cause  us  to 
quarrel.  Be  they  White,  Black,  Yellow  or  Red.  To  send  this  message,  we 
must  only  do  what  is  right.  JUDGE  FOR  OURSELVES,  AND  NOT  LISTEN  TO  THE 
WORDS  OF  OTHERS  WITHOUT  REASON.  Come,  know  me  for  yourselves,  and  then 
decide  whether  you  wish  to  take  the  side  of  Raven.  I only  ask  for  Honesty, 
and  the  chance  to  show  those  who  don't  know  me,  who  I am. 

I Am  Also  Known  as  Indio,  to  those  who  are  old  enough  to  remember,  I am 
one  of  the  Highest  Ranking  Martial  Artists  in  the  World.  I am  FULL 
BLOODED  INDIAN.  My  mother  is  Mohawk,  and  my  father  is  Apache. 

With  courtesy  and  respect. 

Chief  BlackHawk  Sancarlos 

Raven  has  an  open  invitation  to  meet  me  and  know  me  better  at  the  Pow  Wow  on 
the  Hudson. 

For  information  on  The  Pow  Wow  on  the  Hudson,  The  Native  American  Warrior 
Society,  and/or  the  events  discussed  above,  contact  either: 

Chief  BlackHawk  Sancarlos,  3330  Gunther  Ave.,  Bronx,  NY  10469  718/665-5560 

or 

Daniel  WhiteWolf  - oldlion@tribeca.ios.com  or  718/848-1477 

"RE : Taino  Sacred  Objects"  

Date:  Fri,  31  May  1996  18:02:54  -0700 

From:  torresp@algorithms . com  (Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres) 

Sub j : Our  Taino  Sacred  Objects  are  being  sold 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Taino  Repatriation  Committee  Members  Needed 


Our  Taino  Indigenous  Nations  Sacred  Objects  are  being  sold  at  auctions, 
yet  we  can  not  stop  them,  because  of  a loophole  in  the  law  of  not  being 
BIA  officially  recognized.  We  are  now  starting  up  a fight  to  stop  these 
people  from  selling  our  Sacred  things.  We  need  the  help  of  our  all  Native 
American  Nations  to  stop  this  from  happening.  Can  anyone  help  us  Tainos 
the  First  Americans  of  the  invasion  of  Oct  12,  1492.  Your  fight  is  our 
fight,  our  fight  is  your  fight!  Now  we  Taino 's  need  your  brotherly 
support.  Our  Southern  Coliri  (Hummingbird)  is  calling  to  his  brother 
the  Guaraguao  (Great  Redhawk)  and  the  Spotted  Eagle)  its  brothers  to  the 
north.  Our  Mayohuacan  Drum  of  the  South  beats  for  the  union  of  the  Sacred 
Buffalo  Drum.  The  Longhouse  of  the  Wolf  Clan  hear  our  cries,  the  cries  of 
the  6 Million  Taino  ancestors  the  victims  of  Columbus! 

"All  AYA  BOMBE ! " (Better  dead  than  a slave) 

Great  War  Chief  Guarionex  November  1511 

PLEASE  PASS  THIS  MESSAGE  ON  TO  ANYONE  THAT  CAN  HELP  OUR  SACRED  CAUSE 


Fraternally  yours 

Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres 


Taino  Tribal  Council 

Southern  Jersey  Taino  Tribe  of  Jatibonuco 

Taino  Indigenous  Nation  of  the  Caribbean  & Florida 

http: //www. hartford-hwp. com/taino/ 

The  Taino  Inter-Tribal  Council  Inc. 

U.S.  Regional  Office 
527  Mulberry  Street 
Millville,  New  Jersey  08332 
Voice:  609-825-7776 
Fax:  609-825-7922 

Southern  Jersey  Taino  Jatibonuco  Tribe 
The  Caney  Medicine  Longhouse 
Mr.  Frank  WhiteEagle 
Voice:  718-854-2943 

The  Taino  Tribal  Council 
Southern  Jersey  Tribe  of  Jatibonuco 
Vineland,  New  Jersey 

The  Taino  Tribal  Council 
Southern  Florida  Tribe  of  Timucua 
Tampa  St.  Pete,  Florida 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  MINN-IND,  NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L  listservers; 
UUCP  & Genie  email;  Newsgroups:  rec . arts . books . reviews, rec . arts . books, 
alt . books . reviews , rec . arts . mystery, bit . list serv . dorothyl, alt .native 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  , don.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Because  we  are  old,  it  may  be  thought  that  the  memory  of  things  may 
be  lost  with  us  who  have  not,  like  you,  the  art  of  preserving  it  by 
committing  all  transactions  to  writing." 

"We  nevertheless  have  methods  of  transmitting  from  father  to  son  an 
account  of  all  these  things.  You  will  find  the  remembrance  of  them  is 
faithfully  preserved,  and  our  succeeding  generations  are  made  acquainted 
with  what  has  passed,  that  it  may  not  be  forgot  as  long  as  the  earth 
remains . " 

Kanickhungo,  Treaty  negotiations  with  Six  Nations 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 


[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  | Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 

j States  Constitution,  | Nations, 

j so  that  my  forefathers  \ 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

+-  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I am  very  disappointed,  but  not  terribly  surprised.  I would  like  to 
believe  that  only  the  Atlanta  news  media  is  myopic,  but  I know  this  is 
not  so.  My  wife  and  I were  in  other  states  and  cities  during  the  Prayer 
Day  called  by  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  and  had  access  to  local  media  throughout 
our  travels. 

Not  once  did  I see  or  hear  what  the  People  at  this  and  similar,  related 
gatherings  were  doing.  Not  once  did  I hear  or  see  any  indication  these 
People  all  gathered  to  Pray  for  mankind  and  our  Mother,  the  Earth,  might 
be  of  interest. 

The  day  has  come  and  gone  and  the  silence  hangs  heavy.  The  ones  who 
needed  to  hear  did  not.  They  never  have.  They  will,  but  it  won't  matter 
any  more. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 
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- Canada  Locks  Out  Aboriginal  Peoples- 

- Dourney  of  Healing  and  Learning 
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- Poem:  Mother  Earth's  Daughter 
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- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Peltier  Has  Been  Moved" 

Date:  Sat,  22  Dun  96  08:05:11  GMT 
Sub j : Peltier  has  been  moved 
From:  jonto@falcon.cc.ukans.edu  (jonto) 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Leonard  Peltier  has  been  transferred  back  to  Leavenworth  temporarily.  He 
still  requires  more  surgery  on  his  jaw,  but  he  asked  for  this  move  so  that 
he  could  work  out  again  and  regain  some  strength  before  going  under  the 
knife  again.  Although  he  hasn't  been  allowed  to  get  any  exercise  since 
February,  he  is  doing  very  well  medically  and  is  looking  forward  to  playing 
handball  with  his  friends. 

The  LPDC  requests  that  supporters  send  letters  and  cards  of  encouragement 
and  money  orders  to  Leonard  while  he  is  in  Leavenworth.  His  address  there  is 
Leonard  Peltier,  89637-132,  Box  1000,  LVN  KS,  66048. 

Also,  if  anyone  has  had  trouble  getting  a hold  of  the  LPDC,  please  let  them 
know.  Oddly  enough,  with  the  Freedom  Forum  in  D.C.  only  days  away,  their 
phones  have  stopped  working  reliably  and  they  are  having  trouble  getting 
onto  the  internet.  Strange  coincidence?  Perhaps.  In  any  case,  if  you  find 
you  are  unable  to  get  through  to  them,  either  drop  them  a line  or  send  me 


Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 
Leech  Lake  Election  Results 
Challenge 

Economic  Boycott  of  Indian  Territories 
PBI  Reports/Dune  1996 
Ingram  Mooto  Project  Update 


some  e-mail  detailing  the  time  you  called  and  the  trouble  you  had  getting 
through . 

And  finally,  are  federal  agents  just  born  ass  holes  or  is  it  something  they 
learn  in  their  training? 

Keep  hope  and  stay  active,  Todd  Hiatt 

"RE : Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute  Update" 

Date:  Thu,  20  Dun  1996  22:05:47  -0700  (MST) 

From:  dh88691@goodnet.com  (Don  Norstog) 

Sub j : Navajo-Hopi  "Land  Dispute"  Update  Dune  20,  1996 

FIRST  A FEW  CORRECTIONS  TO  MY  LAST  UPDATE(5/27/96) 

I got  a call  from  David  Brugge  a few  days  after  putting  up  the  last 
UPDATE.  He  wanted  to  know  what  had  happened  out  on  the  land,  but  he  also  told 
me  that  the  Yei  had  appeared  twice  before  this  century,  once  during  the 
1950's  and  once  in  the  1930's,  both  times  during  a bad  drought  and  both 
times  in  remote  areas  of  the  rez,  and  both  times  to  women  elderlies.  This 
is  the  first  time  there  has  been  so  much  publicity,  though. 

The  police  deployment  at  Benally's  place  was  along  the  ridge  west 
(not  east)  of  the  Anaa  Mae  Camp. 

After  reading  "The  Truth  About  Big  Mountain"  - Mr.  Havens  himself 
admitted  I wasn't  quite  as  big  a liar  as  everyone  else!  - I asked  Roman  if 
what  I had  been  told  was  true,  that  Sara  Begay  had  given  Chairman  Secakuku  a 
"piece  of  her  mind."  He  said,  no,  that  Chairman  Secakuku  visited  to  pay  his 
respects  and  pray,  and  that  they  had  a good  talk  with  no  harsh  words. 

Roman  went  back  out  there  this  afternoon  for  an  all-night  ceremony. 

I asked  him  if  it  was  going  to  be  NAC,  he  said  no  it  was  in  a hogan.  They 
built  a new  male  hogan  there  this  last  week.  He  said  that  Mr.  Secakuku  gave 
on-the-spot  approval  to  Sara  Begay's  request  to  build  the  hogan.  The 
papers  were  filed  afterward,  maybe  while  construction  was  going  on. 

There  has  been  a little  new  construction  on  HPL  since  the  mediation 
started,  but  none  of  it  took  less  than  eight  or  nine  months  for  approval, 
there  was  an  incredible  amount  of  paperwork,  and  some  people's  construction 
was  denied  after  first  being  approved.  I wrote  it  up  at  the  time. 

Sara  Begay's  hogan  happened  they  way  things  should  happen.  There 
was  a face  to  face  meeting,  people  respected  each  other,  and  respect  was 
shown  for  Navajo  religion.  Maybe  there  will  be  more  of  this  kind  of 
relations  in  the  future  and  less  of  the  other  kind. 

A Little  More  on  the  Roadblock 

A day  or  two  after  the  last  UPDATE,  I called  Doe  Lodge  at  the  U.S. 
Attorney's  Office  in  Phoenix  to  ask  if  they  were  "in  the  loop"  on  the 
blockade.  He  said  the  federal  end  of  that  was  handled  by  the  Interior 
Solicitor's  Office  in  Phoenix.  "Is  that  Dan  Dackson?"  I asked.  When  mr. 
Lodge  said  yes,  we  talked  a little  and  he  then  said  words  to  the  effect  that 
'Dan  keeps  us  very  well  informed'  I asked  what  he  knew  about  a TAC  squad 
deployment,  Mr.  Lodge  said  that  they  had  not  been  informed  about  anything 
like  that,  but  that  they  would  not  necessarily  be  told;  further,  that  an 
Indian  Nation's  police  tactics  were  its  own  business  as  a sovereign 
government . 

The  U.S.  Attorney  has  two  jobs:  one  is  to  look  for  crime  and 
prosecute  it,  successfully  if  possible.  The  other  is  to  protect  civil 
rights.  From  what  Mr.  Lodge  was  telling  me,  the  blockade  was  planned  and 
coordinated  elsewhere  - at  Hopi?  or  at  the  Phoenix  Area  Office?  The  Hopi  and 
BIA  police  avoided  direct  involvement  by  the  U.S.  Attorney  by  not  charging 
anyone  with  federal  crimes.  They  also  demonstrated  their  ability  to  mount  a 
pretty  good-size  operation  independent  and  outside  the  control  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Dustice,  which  is  the  lead  agency  on  the  U.S.  side  of 
mediation.  It  leaves  me  eager  to  learn  more. 

SOME  MORE  CORRECTIONS 

Mr.  Haven's  message  ("The  Truth  About  Big  Mountain")  presents  a 


concise  version  of  the  official  history  of  what  is  now  the  U.S.  southwest. 
Most  people  believe  it,  or  some  form  of  it.  It  leads  to  the  idea  that  the 
Navajos  took  land  away  from  the  Hopis  and  the  U.S.  is  just  giving  it  back  to 
them.  This  idea  provided  the  moral  underpinning  for  for  all  the  evictions 
of  Dine'  people,  from  District  Six  beginning  in  1943  until  1973,  and  since 
then  from  the  rest  of  the  1882  reservation. 

Vine  Deloria  says  that  the  word  history  derives  from  two  words:  HIS 
STORY,  as  in  "well,  that's  HIS  story." 

I have  attached  a copy  of  a letter  submitted  by  Dr.  Klara  Kelley  to 
the  recent  Senate  hearings  on  the  proposed  settlement  agreement,  i think  it 
presents  a much  better  picture  of  who  the  Dine  and  Hopi  are,  and  how  they 
interacted  in  the  old  days.  I asked  her  to  do  a bibliography  as  well,  which 
she  provided.  That's  something  the  Senate  didn't  get. 
jn 

A SHORT  BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  WORKS  ABOUT  NAVA30-H0PI  RELATIONS 
ABOUT  THE  DISPUTE  ITSELF: 
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April  18,  1996 

Senator  3ohn  McCain,  Chair 
Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee 
838  Senate  Hart  Office  Building 
Washington,  D.C.  20510 

RE:  Testimony  for  Committee  hearings  on  mediation  between  Navajo 
residents  of  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands,  Navajo  Nation  government,  and 
Hopi  Tribal  government 

Dear  Senator  McCain: 

As  an  anthropologist  who  has  worked  with  the  Navajo  Nation 
government  and  Navajo  residents  of  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  to  record 
their  customary  (religious)  relationships  with  the  land,  I offer 
the  following  statement  for  the  Committee's  current  hearings. 

At  least  since  my  student  days  in  the  late  1960s,  news  media 
have  reduced  relations  between  Navajos  and  Hopis  to  the  stock 
phrase  "century  old  land  dispute."  The  interested  public  seems  to 
have  the  impression  that  the  two  groups  have  always  been  enemies  -- 
at  least  since  the  Navajos  forced  their  way  into  lands  that  the 
Hopis  previously  had  to  themselves.  But  education  (Ph.D.  in 
Anthropology  from  the  University  of  New  Mexico,  1977)  and  work  -- 
mainly  with  Navajos  but  also  with  various  Pueblo  Indians,  including 
Hopis  --  have  convinced  me  that  Navajo  and  Hopi  relations  haven't 
been  so  simple. 

In  the  first  place,  the  relations  aren't  only  "relations"  in 
the  sense  of  "interactions,"  but  also  "relations"  in  the  sense  of 
"relatives."  There  is  evidence  that  modern  Hopi  and  Navajo 
communities  and  customs  have  developed  historically  from  many  of 
the  same  roots.  Intermarriage,  trading,  and  ceremonial 
cooperation  continue  even  to  the  present. 

In  the  second  place,  all  records  of  hostile  relations  date  to 
the  so-called  historic  period  --  the  period  since  the  arrival  of 
the  Spaniards  (1540).  Even  oral  tradition  about  aboriginal  times 
has  been  recorded  only  during  the  historic  period.  The  tone  of  the 
recorded  statements  at  least,  if  not  also  their  overt  content,  may 
reflect  the  situation  at  the  time  of  recording  more  than  past 
conditions.  And  throughout  the  historic  period,  whatever 
government  asserted  its  authority  over  the  region  --  Spanish, 
Mexican,  U.S.  --  whether  deliberately  or  inadvertently  ended  up 
pitting  one  group  against  the  other.  Yet  even  in  the  resulting 
hostile  climate,  friendly  relations  have  surfaced  off  and  on 
between  Navajo  and  Hopi  families  and  communities. 

Evidence  for  both  these  points  is  found  in  the  oral  traditions 
of  both  groups,  in  the  archaeological  record,  and  in  historical 
documents.  With  co-author  Harris  Francis  I have  described  some  of 
this  evidence  in  the  book  Navajo  Sacred  Places  (University  of 


Indiana  Press,  1994)  and  would  be  glad  to  submit  long  and  detailed 
documentation  on  request.  Here  I will  just  summarize  that  evidence 
and  its  implications  without  citation. 

Navajo  and  Hopi  Shared  Origins,  Kinship,  Traditions 

Both  Navajos  and  Hopis  are  modern  ethnic  groups  that  have 
formed  from  members  of  various  other  ethnic  groups.  Some  of  these 
ancestral  groups  are  from  outside  the  part  of  the  Southwest 
historically  used  by  either  Navajos  or  Hopis. 

In  the  case  of  the  Hopis  (according  to  combined  clan  origin 
traditions,  linguistics,  and  archaeology),  between  the  late  1200s 
and  the  1400s,  people  related  to  such  diverse  groups  as  the 
Chemehuevis  of  southern  California-southwestern  Arizona,  the 
Paiutes  of  the  Grand  Canyon's  north  rim,  Utah,  and  Nevada,  and 
groups  in  southern  Arizona  (or  even  Mexico)  converged  on  southern 
Black  Mesa  to  join  a rather  small  population  that  had  already  been 
living  there.  Pueblo  Indians  from  the  Rio  Grande  in  New  Mexico  may 
also  have  joined  at  this  time,  as  they  did  after  1540.  The 
descendants  of  these  converging  groups  are  today's  Hopis. 

In  the  case  of  the  Navajos,  recent  archaeological  excavations 
at  several  sites  with  Navajo  pottery  in  northwestern  New  Mexico 
have  yielded  dates  from  the  middle  and  late  1400s.  Archaeologists 
consider  these  sites  to  be  evidence  of  the  "Apachean"  ancestors  of 
the  Navajos  (and  Apaches),  people  whose  languages  are  related  to 
the  Northern  Athabaskans  of  Alaska,  Canada,  and  northern 
California.  The  dates  are  the  result  of  new  dating  techniques  and 
have  forced  archaeologists  to  rethink  the  widespread  notion  that 
the  Apacheans  first  appeared  in  the  Southwestern  U.S.  during  the 
1500s.  As  these  techniques  are  used  on  more  sites,  even  earlier 
dates  may  result. 

Northwest  New  Mexico  had  previously  been  occupied  by  the 
pre  Columbian  "Anasazis,"  most  of  whom  seem  to  have  left  large  parts 
of  the  area  around  1300  (supposedly  because  of  drought).  They  seem 
to  have  scattered  to  various  other  places  with  archaeological 
evidence  of  population  increases  after  1300,  including  southern 
Black  Mesa  and  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  in  north-central  New  Mexico. 
They  joined  people  already  living  in  those  areas  (as  well  as  others 
who  may  have  moved  in  from  the  Plains  to  the  east)  to  become  the 
various  modern  Pueblo  Indian  communities.  Both  Navajo  clan 
histories  and  Spanish  documents  indicate  that  the  Apacheans  who 
moved  into  northwestern  New  Mexico  intermarried  with  members  of 
these  various  Pueblo  Indian  communities,  including  Hopis  and  people 
from  various  Rio  Grande  Pueblos.  This  group  of  mixed  heritage 
became  the  Navajos. 

But  in  addition,  Navajo  oral  tradition  suggests  that  some 
pre  Columbian  people  stayed  in  northwestern  New  Mexico  after  1300 
and  are  the  ancestors  of  certain  Navajo  clans.  Archaeologists  may 
have  missed  evidence  of  these  "relic"  groups  because  the  groups 
couldn't  sustain  the  elaborate  ceremonialism  of  earlier  times,  with 
its  monumental  architecture  and  plentiful  artifacts.  Maybe  they 
rattled  around  the  earlier  "built  environment"  and  visited  the  new 
Rio  Grande  and  southern  Black  Mesa  villages  --  where  most  of  the 
others  had  moved  --  for  ceremonies  and  trade.  Open-minded 
archaeologists  will  (I  hope)  be  willing  to  test  this  proposal  by 
abandoning  old  assumptions  and  applying  new  dating  methods. 

An  example  of  these  common  Puebloan-Navajo  roots  is  the 
history  of  the  Hopi  village  of  Awatobi  (Navajo  name,  Taalahooghan) 
and  especially  of  the  Tobacco  clan  there.  According  to  (Hopi)  oral 
tradition,  Awatobi  was  already  settled  when  the  Tobacco  clan  people 
arrived  there,  along  with  other  clans,  from  Homolovi  about  60  miles 
south.  According  to  archaeologists,  Homolovi  was  abandoned  in  the 
1400s,  so  the  Tobacco  clan  people  would  have  moved  to  Awatobi  by 
that  time.  In  1629,  the  Spaniards  built  a mission  at  Awatobi, 
which  they  abandoned  when  the  Pueblo  and  other  Indians  (including 
the  Hopis  and  Navajos)  drove  the  Spaniards  out  of  New  Mexico  in 


1680. 


After  the  Spanish  reconquest,  the  friars  returned  to  Awatobi 
in  1700.  Adamantly  opposed  to  the  return  of  the  friars,  two  other 
Hopi  villages,  incited  by  a leader  of  a dissident  faction  at 
Awatobi,  attacked  the  village,  killing  the  men  and  taking  women  and 
children  captive.  But  some  Awatobi  people,  including  Tobacco  clan 
members,  escaped  to  the  vicinity  of  Canyon  de  Chelly,  joining  with 
Navajos  and  forming  the  Navajo  Tobacco  Tachii'nii  clan.  The 
members  of  this  clan  are  today  very  widespread. 

Other  Tobacco  Tachii'nii  people  returned  to  a spring  near 
Awatobi,  where  they  continued  to  live,  marrying  into  both 
neighboring  Navajo  and  Hopi  families,  until  about  50  years  ago  when 
the  federal  government  designated  their  land  as  exclusively  Hopi 
and  evicted  them. 

This  process  of  Hopis  and  other  villagers  becoming  Navajos, 
then  marrying  into  both  groups,  seems  to  have  occurred  repeatedly; 
the  Tobacco  clan  story  is  given  here  only  because  it  is  the  one  on 
which  we  have  the  most  information.  Indians  from  other  Pueblos  (as 
well  as  non-Puebloan  groups)  have  also  joined  both  Hopi  and  Navajo 
communities,  probably  since  before  the  Spanish  arrived.  This  flux 
of  people  from  one  ethnic  group  to  another  (or  the  constant  changes 
in  ethnic  groups)  is  behind  the  many  religious  and  other  traditions 
that  these  modern  groups  share. 

External  Governments  Pit  One  Group  Against  the  Other 

Beginning  with  the  Spaniards,  whatever  external  power  was 
asserting  its  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  of  the  Pueblo  Indians 
and  the  Navajos  (and  Apaches),  either  by  design  or  by  accident  used 
one  group  against  the  other.  The  usual  pattern  up  through  Kit 
Carson's  campaign  of  1863-65  against  the  Navajos  was  to  coerce  or 
co-opt  men  of  a Hopi  or  other  Pueblo  village  to  help  military  or 
slaving  expeditions  against  the  Navajos,  who  would  then, 
predictably,  retaliate.  The  historical  records  of  these  efforts 
reveal  that  while  one  Hopi  village  might  have  hostilities  with 
Navajos,  other  villages  might  have  alliances;  that  hostilities 
might  be  with  Navajos  of  some  areas  but  not  others;  that  hostile 
relations  in  one  time  period  might  turn  to  friendly  relations  later 
and  then  back  again;  and  that  the  Hopi  villages  had  hostilities 
among  themselves  as  well  as  with  Navajos. 

Navajo  and  Hopi  relations  from  Kit  Carson's  time  to  the 
present  can't  be  disentangled  from  the  actions  of  the  U.S. 
government  either.  Especially  in  the  last  50  years,  both  tribal 
governments,  the  federal  government,  and  energy  resource 
development  corporations  have  become  so  enmeshed  that  the 
multifaceted  obligations  of  the  two  tribal  governments  to  federal 
and  corporate  interests  can  indirectly  affect  seemingly  unrelated 
actions  of  the  two  tribal  governments  and  also  their  individual 
members.  Sometimes  these  entanglements  have  placed  the  two  tribal 
governments  in  agreement,  but  often  not. 

Whether  Navajos  and  Hopis  would  be  hostile  to  each  other 
without  outside  intervention  is  hard  to  say,  since  all  records  of 
hostilities  date  from  the  period  of  such  interventions  (and  usually 
have  been  made  by  the  intervenors) . 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Klara  B.  Kelley,  Ph.D. 

Consulting  Anthropologist 
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Sub j : Canada  locks  out  its  Aboriginal  peoples 


UUCP  email 


Grand  Council  of  the  Crees/Cree  Regional  Authority 
24  Bayswater  Avenue  Ottawa  Ontario  K1Y  2E4  613-761-1655 


For  immediate  release: 

Happy  National  Aboriginal  Day? 

For  the  first  time  in  Canada,  Dune  21  is  being  marked  as  National 
Aboriginal  Day.  The  federal  government  is  calling  on  Canada  to  "Share  in 
the  Celebration."  And  yet,  on  this  same  day,  the  First  Ministers  are 
meeting  in  Ottawa  to  discuss  the  nation's  business  and  national  unity. 

And  once  gain.  Aboriginal  Peoples  - who  were  the  first  to  occupy  and 
govern  this  land  - are  excluded.  Locked  out.  On  the  outside  looking  in. 

In  1992,  all  of  the  governments  in  Canada  agreed  that  the  Aboriginal 
Peoples  are  one  of  the  three  orders  of  government  in  Canada.  Prime 
Minister  Chretien:  what  has  changed  in  the  last  four  years?  One  thing 
happened:  In  October  1995,  the  Dames  Bay  Crees  voted  96%  to  remain  in 
Canada.  While  Quebec  was  threatening  to  leave,  we  were  voting  to  remain. 

We  now  ask:  did  we  vote  to  remain  in  Canada,  but  on  the  outside? 

This  country  was  established  on  the  basis  of  economic,  strategic, 
political  and  territorial  relations  with  Aboriginal  peoples.  The  agenda  at 
today's  First  Ministers'  conference,  whether  conference,  whether 
constitutional  or  not,  is  also  our  agenda. 

We  are  here.  We  have  always  been  here.  Why  is  it  that  we  are  still  being 
excluded?  Two  founding  nations  plus  the  inherent  Aboriginal  right  of  self- 
government  equals  three  orders  of  government.  The  racism  and  the 
colonialism  that  has  plagued  Canada's  history  must  end. 

"RE : Dourney  of  Healing  and  Learning"  

Date:  Sun,  23  Dun  1996  01:03:47,  -0500 
From:  BTRU93A@prodigy.com  (MS  BROOKIE  M CRAIG) 

Sub j : Dourney 

UUCP  email 

Galunky'ti'yu  Miaheyyun 
(Sacred  Total  Universe) 

I listen  to  his  ancient  chants ... .words  I cannot  understand ...  in  a 
language  unknown  to  me. .. .sacred. .. .soft. . .magical  words .... Lakota . I stand 
before  the  sacred  fire  and  look  deeply  into  his  face  as  the  flames  dance 
light  into  the  shadows  etched  upon  it... and  realize  that  I understand  their 
meanings  in  my  heart.  My  spirit  soars  as  he  applies  the  secrets  of  his 
ancestors ...  sacred  medicine  men  who  have  walked  before  him... men  who  have 
kept  the  faith  of  their  Grandfathers,  as  he  gives  freely  their  sacred 
healing  to  others... and  I realize  I am  standing  in  the  shadow  of  sacredness 
as  I think  of  how  the  Dourney  to  Wounded  Knee  will  affect,  forever,  the 
life  of  this  small  child  who  kneels  next  to  me,  before  a Buffalo 
Altar ...  confident  and  fearless  as  she  trusts  completely  this  holy  man  who 
is  giving  her  life. 

I watch  Steve. . .Wolf song. . .as  he  stands  nearby,  silently  feeling  the 
intenseness  we  share  tonight ...  and  my  mind  wanders  for  a moment,  lost  in 
the  night  sounds  and  the  soft  chants... and  I remember  when  we  drove  onto 
this  land... only  hours  before.... a lifetime... a lifetime... 

We  stepped  out  of  the  van ...  barefooted ...  in  holy  reverence  for  the 
land.. the  people  of  Wounded  Knee. . .feeling  unworthy  to  be  here.  I watch  him 
offer  tobacco  to  the  four  directions .. .Grandfather  Sky  and  Mother 
Earth.. and  listen  to  him  speak  softly  in  Lakota  as  he  offers  prayers  for 
The  People... I offer  up  my  prayer  bundles  of  sacred  Tsalagi  Corn  and  feel 
the  winds  blow  my  hair... soft  caresses  as  if  to  answer  that  our  prayers 
have  been  accepted. 

I smile  softly  as  I watch  Fred  and  Deff  picking  up  litter  from  the 
ground  as  they  attempt  to  leave  the  land  better  than  they  found  it  and 
realize  they  have  remembered  the  lessons  we  have  taught 
them. . .respect. .honor. .and  I feel  great  pride  in  these  two  young  men  as 
they  walk  silently. .. respectfully .. .on  this  land. 


I recall  the  days  before  this  night  of  healing  when  so  many  people 
became  involved  in  arranging  the  traditional  healing  ceremony  for  Little 
Sparrow. .. people  who  love  this  special  child  of  light... and  I know  that  no 
one  will  ever  realize  how  much  was  done  for  this  thing... no  one  will  ever 
know  truly  how  many  people  were  involved  in  getting  this  child  here 
tonight... so  she  might  live... 

I am  taken  the  first  night  out  in  the  country. . .far  away  from 
civilization. . .far  from  sight... to  a secret  place  that  I must  walk  into  at 
night .. across  a wooden  bridge. . .along  a dusty  ancient  trail... and  as  I walk 
I listen  to  nightbird  calls  coming  from  behind  trees,  done  by  lookouts  to 
alert  the  camp  I am  coming  in,  accompanied  by  an  elder  who  has  taken  us 
there... and  I smile  as  I see,  from  the  corner  of  my  eye,  a young  man  who  is 
surely  learning  how  to  guard  this  sacred  man  and  I think  of  how  many 
centuries  it  must  have  been  done  the  same  way  at  this  hidden,  secret  place. 

I see  the  campfire  first... and  a group  of  men  standing  around  silently 
watch  me  approach ...  and  I think  of  how  I must  approach  him, 
traditionally. . respectfully . As  I walk  up  to  their  fire  I see  him  sitting 
there  and  I am  struck  by  his  sacredness. . .more  powerful  than  I have  ever 
felt... and  I pray  that  I can  find  the  correct  words  to  speak... 

I approach  and  bow  in  respect ...  handing  him  the  sacred  tobacco  offering 
and  ask  him  to  please  honor  me  by  accepting  my  humble  offering. .. and  I hold 
my  breath  for  a eternity  of  a moment  as  I await  his  answer... I breathe 
again  as  he  nods  that  he  will. 

His  eyes... his  eyes... look  into  my  spirit .. .deeply. . .to  see  my  heart  and 
to  know  my  intent... and  he  sees  past  the  words  I speak. .. hearing  instead  my 
spirit's  unspoken  ones.  I stand  reverently,  telling  him  of  Little  Sparrow 
and  her  illness... I introduce  her... and  her  Mother.  He  smiles... and  then 
goes  into  that  place  that  only  the  Holy  ones  can  go... and  he  listens  to  the 
Spirits  tell  him  what  must  be  done... and  then  he  speaks... 

He  tells  Francine  things  about  Little  Sparrow  that  only  she  would 
know... and  I watch  as  Francine  is  stunned ...  nodding  in  agreement  to  what  he 
is  telling  her... I listen  as  he  reveals  things  that  only  the  Spirit  could 
tell  him... and  I realize  that  those  who  have  come  with  me  are  standing 
silently  listening  to  each  word  he  speaks  as  I hope  they  realize  the  Honor 
being  given  to  us  tonight. . .for  it  is  rare  they  will  do  this 
thing. . .heal. .and  I know  that  doing  so  for  a nonnative  is  even  more 
rare... and  again,  I think  of  how  many  people  are  involved  in  the  doing  of 
this  thing. 

He  is  silent  for  a few  moments,  listening  to  words  only  he  can 
hear... turns  to  me  and  asks  me  to  bring  her  back  in  two  days  and  to  bring 
four  deer  hooves  and  four  wooden  bowls  full  of  Spirit  Food.  I nod  in 
agreement .. .thank  him... turn  to  walk  back  down  that  dusty  road  in  darkness, 
and  listen  again  to  the  calls  of  those  who  hide  in  the  shadows  watching  for 
his  safety ....  and  I point  to  them  as  I pass  by  to  let  then  know  I see  them 
so  they  might  be  more  cautious  in  the  future... for  this  man  is  truly 
holy. . .truly  precious. . .truly  sacred. 

We  return  when  we  are  told  to  do  so.... with  four  deer  hooves  taken 
ceremonially  from  a deer  killed  on  the  highway .. .with  four  wooden  bowls  cut 
from  a piece  of  log  and  burned  out  in  a labor  of  love  by  Woody,  Fred  and 
Jeff... gifts  from  them  to  this  sacred  Journey  for  her... 

I had  asked  a Traditional  Grandmother  to  help  me.... for  I did  not  know 
how  to  prepare  the  sacred  Lakota  Spirit  Food... She,  the  Daughter  of  one  of 
the  Greatest  Lakota  Leaders  of  all  times  allowed  me  to  sit  at  the  table 
with  her... gave  to  me  the  secret  preparation  recipe  and  I felt  more  honored 
than  I can  speak... as  I realized  a Tsalagi  was  being  taught  by  a sacred 
Lakota  Traditional  Holy  Woman  the  secrets  of  her  Nation... She  stopped  after 
teaching  me  and  told  me  not  to  worry... she  had  some  prepared  and  would  give 
it  to  me... I could  not  find  adequate  words  to  thank  her... She  asked  me  to 
return  again  when  I came  back... and  the  fact  that  I did  so  has  changed  my 
life... 

I walk  again  up  to  him  in  humbleness  and  a chair  is  brought  this  time 
for  me  to  sit  while  we  speak  our  hearts... and  I offer  him  the  gifts  and  the 
items  I am  told  to  bring... He  nods  his  acceptance  and  tells  me  to  take 
Little  Sparrow  to  another  area  on  the  land  and  he  will  meet  us  there  later. 

I am  dressed  traditionally. . .feeling  that  I should  do  so  in  Honor  of 


this  Great  Leader .. .these  Great  People,  the  Lakota...as  is  Little 
Sparrow. .this  tiny,  fragile  little  bird,  who  is  to  have  forever  her  life 
changed  by  these  People... 

I silently  stand  in  respect  and  watch  as  they  prepare  the  sacred  fire 
and  am  caught  completely  off  guard  as  they  call  me  down ...  unsure  that  I 
heard  them  correctly ...  looking  confused  as  they  repeat  their  call  for  me  to 
walk  forward  and  to  light... the  Sacred  Lakota  Fire... 

Me?  Me?  I am  the  most  unworthy  person... and  a woman ... .they  never  NEVER 
ask  a Woman  to  light  their  sacred  fire... I am  SURE  I have  heard  them 
wrong.. and  turn  to  Wolfsong  who  is  handing  me  his  lighter... My  hands 
tremble  as  I kneel  before  this  sacred  place... as  they  watch  me... and  I 
offer  up  a prayer  for  all  the  People... and  pray  I can  light  this  fire 
correctly ...  I put  the  flame  to  the  wood... and  hold  my  breath... it 
lights... and  suddenly  the  world  is  ablaze  for  us  all... as  it  rises  up  to 
the  sky. . .higher. . .higher. . .and  I walk  backwards  7 steps  in  Honor  of  My 
People.. the  Tsalagi...I  glance  over  to  the  elder... he  is  smiling  softly  and 
I smile  back... It  is  an  Honor  I shall  never  forget... and  he  is  to  later 
walk  up  to  me  and  whisper  in  my  ear  something  I shall  cherish 
forever. . .forever. . . 

The  Medicine  Man  arrives ...  calls  Little  Sparrow  and  I forth  to  the 
Sacred  Buffalo  Altar  and  asks  her  to  kneel .. .Wolf song  tells  me  later  that 
the  altar  has  every  sacred  item... every  sacred  color  prayer  flags  on  it 
that  he  has  ever  seen... that  this  man  is  doing  EVERYTHING  to  heal  this 
child . . . 

I watch  Little  Sparrow  smile  softly  up  to  him... and  he  smiles  back... She 
kneels  and  holds  her  head  proudly. . .and  I think  my  heart  shall  break  at  the 
beauty  of  this  child  and  I see  in  his  eyes  a love  for  her... as  he  gently 
takes  the  medicines  and  applies  them  to  her ...  gently ...  reverently ...  and  she 
never  hesitates ...  she  believes ...  she  believes  totally  with  her  entire  heart 
in  this... in  the  People... in  the  Healing... in  Creator... 

I stand  silently  and  feel  the  power  coming. . .the  energy. . .the 
spirits ...  and  I feel,  more  strongly  than  I ever  knew... the  Creator... I KNOW 
this  is  a Sacred  Moment... as  do  the  dozens  of  people  standing  nearby.  He 
asks  her  to  drink  a solution ...  she  smiles  as  she  drinks  it  slowly... and  he 
looks  down  at  her  with  his  soul... and  I know  that  I can  never  capture  this 
moment  in  words  for  you... it  is  too  holy  to  describe. 

We  go  into  the  Lodge... and  he  orders  12  stones  to  be  brought  in.  He  has 
told  me  to  sit  with  her  in  the  place  of  honor... and  I watch  the  Spirit  Path 
as  others  come  in  with  us  to  pray... to  offer  up  their  sacrifices  for 
her .. strangers  who  she  has  never  known  before  who  do  so  out  of  love  for  a 
child.... of  another  race ...  unconditional  love  and  I think... One  World... One 
People. . . 

He  begins. . .singing. . .and  they  offer  her  more  medicine  to  drink... she 
never  falters  as  she  accepts  it.. 

I can  see  as  the  door  is  opened  after  the  first  round... men 
standing. .. in  line,  waiting  to  give  flesh  offerings  for  her.  Wolfsong 
tells  me  later,  as  I watch  the  blood  dripping  from  his  offering  of  how  the 
men  suddenly  just  knew  they  wished  to  do  this  thing  for  her.  The  spirit  of 
this  child  affects  all  who  are  around  her... cause  all  of  us  to  wish  to  be 
as  brave  as  she  is... to  try  to  do  something  to  help  her. 

She  sits  during  all  four  rounds. . .brave. . .and  I marvel  at  how  this  tiny 
child  can  tolerate  the  heat  without  complaining. . . 

It  is  over.... and  her  life  is  beginning. ...  He  tells  us  what  to  do  for 
the  next  four  days... We  stay  while  the  men  sweat  and  she  and  I sit  upon  the 
sacred  Lakota  Land,  watching  the  fire  and  she  suddenly  remembers  she  has 
some  sacred  Tsalagi  Corn  in  her  medicine  bag  that  I have  given  to  her  in 
the  past  and  asks  if  I think  it  might  be  alright  for  her  to  take  one  kernel 

and  plant  it  there  for  the  People... I tell  her  I am  sure  they  would  be 

Honored  for  her  Corn  to  grow  on  their  land. 

In  the  shadows  of  the  dancing  flames ...  listening  to  the  men  singing  in 
the  lodge  I watch  this  child  plant,  in  faith... a Tsalagi  Corn  Kernel  and  my 
breath  betrays  my  heart's  sobs  as  she  tells  me.. "Perhaps  someday  someone 

will  find  the  red  corn  and  wonder  how  it  got  here.  Maybe  it  will  feed 

somebody.,  someday." 

It  is  only  later  that  her  Mother  calls  home  and  finds  out  that  Little 


Sparrows  Great  Grandmother  crossed  over  this  night... at  the  time  that  her 
Great  Granddaughter  is  being  healed... 

It  is  over... and  we  turn  to  leave  but  the  Medicine  Man  asks  for  a circle 
to  be  made... and  the  pipe  is  passed  and  the  Spirit  Food  is  passed  around 
for  all  to  partake  of  a communal  blessing. . .We  all  shake 
hands. .hug. . .feeling  that  tonight  we  saw  greatness ...  sacredness ...  and  feel 
blessed  to  have  been  a part  of  it... The  elder  walks  by  me... hugs  me... and 
whispers  his  message  in  my  ear... and  my  heart... 

We  take  her  off  her  prescribed  medication .. .give  her  the  sacred  medicine 
from  the  Medicine  Man... she  does  not  seizure. . .She  begins  to  laugh  and  run 
and  play  with  an  energy  she  has  never  had  before... she  is  healed.... 

I think  tonight  as  I write  this  for  you.... of  the  many  who  gave  of  their 
hearts  so  this  child  could  someday  swim  with  the  Dolphins .. her  dream.... and 
I know  in  my  heart  that  Creator  walked  on  those  Lakota  lands... I KNOW  that 
Creator  brought  together  People  from  several  Nations ...  Black,  White, 

Red.. all  holding  hearts  together  for  a child... and  I say  to  you  this 
night.. with  a conviction  more  strong  than  I ever  knew 

before. . .Galunky'ti 'yu  Miaheyyun ...  Sacred  Total  Universe. . .One  People.. One 
World... One  Dream... 


Sacred  Medicine  Man 

He  sits  and  sips  his  coffee  with  me  at  the  Conoco  Station  in  Pine 

Ridge as  tourists  rush  to  buy  the  souvenirs  from  the  glass 

case... to  prove  that  they  were  here ...  unaware  that  they  are  in  the  presence 
of  one  of  the  greatest  Medicine  men  of  the  Sioux  Nation. 

We  sit... for  four  hours  in  that  place. .. speaking  our  hearts ...  sharing 
our  Spirits .. .talking  of  traditions. .honor. . .respect. . .of  First  Nations.. of 
the  People. . .drinking  coffee  and  feeding  our  spirits... 

He  shows  me  some  mail  he  has  received  and  walks  over  to  the  Government 
Agency  to  use  their  copier  so  I might  take  back  with  me  some  copies  to  use. 
He  shares  with  me  something  he  has  written  to  give  to  this  Circle  so  that 
you  might  learn... and  so  now... I write  to  you  his  words .. direct  to  each  of 
you... for  it  was  important  to  him  that  you  learn  it. 

A Traditional  Spiritual  Man  and  the  Sweat  Lodge 

"Unfortunately,  most  people  are  not  able  to  identify  a true  Spiritual 
man.  A Spiritual  Man  does  not  smoke,  does  not  drink  alcohol  and  does  not 
drink  coffee  or  use  any  other  habit-forming  substance  that  would 
contaminate  his  body.  He  has  a clean,  unsoiled  and  sacred  body,  and  has 
good,  positive  thoughts  and  language.  Spirits  will  not  come  to  a 
contaminated  body  or  mind. 

Anybody  can  make  prayer  ties.  Anybody  can  enter  a sweat  lodge.  Anybody 
can  heat  any  number  of  rocks  for  the  sweat  lodge.  Anybody  can  pray  and  run 
a sweat  lodge.  Anybody  can  enter  a sweat  lodge  and  never  experience  the 
possibility  of  real  spirituality.  Anybody  can  obtain  a pipe.  Anybody  can 
obtain  eagle  feathers.  Anybody  can  talk  about  Lakota  religion.  Anybody 
can  obtain  books  and  read  Lakota  religion.  Anybody  can  charge  a money 
price.  There  are  many  men  and  women  who  are  fast,  smooth  talkers,  leaving 
you  with  nothing  but  a bunch  of  words  and  no  spiritual  logic. 

A true  Spiritual  Man  does  not  acquire  or  learn  sacred  spirituality  from 
another  person  or  from  a book.  He  is  born  with  the  abilities  of  a 
spiritual  leader  and  lives  a spiritual  life.  When  he  invites  the  spirits, 
the  presence  of  the  spirits  is  obvious  to  all  who  are  participating  in  the 
sacred  ceremony. 

This  spiritual  man  has  a sacred  pipe  of  which  he  is  a part.  This  sacred 
man  has  effective  spirituality  in  the  sacred  environment  of  the  sweat  lodge 
and  spiritual  singing  ceremony  (Lowampi).  When  you  are  in  the  sacred  sweat 
lodge  or  Lowampi  with  this  man,  sacred  things  begin  to  happen  when  he 
prays.  The  spirits  of  the  animal  kingdom,  the  bird  and  fowl  kingdom,  and 
the  sacred  spirits  of  the  spiritual  world  make  their  presence  known  to  the 
Sweat  Lodge  or  Lowampi. 

When  the  Sacred  Man  prays  to  the  spirits  the  presence  of  the  sacred 
eagle  can  be  heard  as  he  sounds  off  and  flies  around  the  inside  or  outside 
of  the  sweat  lodge.  The  sacred  Mother  Earth  will  tremble  at  times,  and  one 
can  hear  the  coyotes  and  the  buffalo.  Men  and  women  spirits  appear.  Women 


spirits  come  on  behalf  of  the  women  who  are  attending  the  ceremony  who  are 
in  need  of  guidance,  strength  and  protection. 

The  sacred  man  prays  for  the  Peoples'  need  to  Tunkasila, 
(Too-kahn-shee-la) , the  Creator  Spirit.  The  prayers  are  acknowledged. 
Tunkasila  answers  the  prayers  by  foreseeing  and  telling  what  is  in  the 
future. 

As  this  true  Spiritual  Man  prays  and  talks  to  the  spirits  of  the  spirit 
world  on  behalf  of  the  People  attending  the  ceremony,  he  is  told  by  the 
Spirits  what  they  will  do  for  the  People  in  their  sincere  prayers. 

The  true  spiritual  man  functions  spiritually  for  the  People,  for  their 
healing  and  their  spiritual  needs.  The  Spiritual  Man  has  a sacred  power  to 
communicate  with  the  Spirits,  and  for  this  ability  there  is  no  set  money 
price.  Contrary  to  what  some  people  have  heard,  there  is  no  obligation  to 
give  a big  compensation. 

In  return  for  their  healing,  protection,  guidance,  wisdom  and  providing 
a good,  secure  family  life,  the  spirits  want  to  be  remembered  only  with  a 
sacred  offering  of  kidneys  and  spiritual  food. 

The  price  of  appreciation  is  so  small!" 

He  then  asked  me  to  share  with  you  a message  he  received  about  six  years 
(1989) 

"During  a ceremony,  Tunkasila  asked  why  we  use  tobacco  for  sacred 
ceremonies  when  tobacco  is  harmful,  has  caused  addiction  and  disease  for 
many  people.  Tobacco  weakens  the  people  in  many  ways,  mostly  in 
spirituality.  Tobacco  is  one  of  the  substances  that  has  created  the  loss 
of  spirituality.  Alcohol,  drugs  and  coffee  also  separate  people  from 
spirituality.  Tunkasila  said  he  was  going  to  give  us  instructions,  or  tell 
us  a way  to  make  sacred  prayer  ties  or  bundles. 

Here  is  a list  of  the  things  we  should  be  praying  about  as  we  make  up 
our  prayer  bundles. 

1.  Religion/Spirituality 

2.  Food 

3.  Water 

4.  Health 

5.  Children 

6.  Extended  Family 

7.  Home 

8.  Hob 

9.  Money 

10.  Car  and  safe  Transportation 

11.  Spouse 

12.  Ability  to  learn  and  understand  with  a good  mind. 

Here  is  a list  of  the  Directional  colors,  what  goes  with  which  color  and 
how  many  of  each  color. 


Blue 

West 

Sage 

12 

(Health /Protect ion) 

Red 

North 

Red  Willow 

12 

(Lakota  & Other  People) 

Yellow 

East 

Pebbles 

12 

(children) 

White 

South 

Sand 

12 

(Moisture/Water) 

Green 

South 

Cedar 

12 

(All  Things  that  Grow) 

Brown 

West 

Earth 

12  (4-legged,  winged  Buffalo, 
Maka  Wicasa  Lakotas) 

Black 

West 

Sage 

12 

(Protection  at  night) 

For  a Healing  Ceremony  this  Medicine  Man  uses  30  blue  bundles  filled  with 
sage.  For  Healing  Ceremonies  for  Children  he  asks  for  30  yellow  bundles  to 
filled  with  Pebbles. 

For  the  Brown  Bundles,  the  Earth  used  is  from  fresh  mole  hill  mounds... as 
the  dirt  has  been  kept  free  of  surface  contamination." 

It  is  obvious  to  me  that  it  is  very  important  to  him  that  I give  this  to 
each  of  you... I promise  to  do  this  thing  and  so... I share  it  now  with  you. 
He  looks,  in  hope...  that  I will  keep  the  promise. 

We  speak  of  the  problems  facing  First  Nations  and  he  relates  to  me  there 


are  oven  20,000  (Twenty  Thousand)  of  the  People  on  the  reservations 
here... and  that  there  are  only  about  65  that  do  not  drink/drug.  I sit, 
shocked ...  speechless ...  as  he  talks  softly  to  me. .. .explaining  how  it  is 
destroying  the  Sioux  Nation... and  I am  struck  with  the  thought  that  this  is 
the  same  as  the  epidemics  of  so  long  ago  when  the  Invaders  brought  to  us 
Smallpox,  Measles,  Venereal  Diseases,  Typhoid ...  and  almost  completely 
destroyed  First  Nations. .. .the  second  epidemic ...  again,  destroying  us.... 

Later  I speak  with  another  traditionalist  who  reaffirms  that  there  is  a 
95  % alcoholism  rate  among  the  Sioux  People... 

He  tells  me... "We  can  cure  any  disease ...  but  alcoholism..."  I look  up 
at  him  and  respectfully  disagree. . .He  asks  me  how  it  could  be  done... I 
speak  my  heart  and  belief  that  people  who  feel  deeply  drink/drug  to 
medicate  the  pain... to  numb  their  hearts... and  that  as  long  as  First 
Nations  is  oppressed .. .their  hearts  on  the  ground .. .they  shall  medicate 
that  pain... feel  the  numbness ....  He  asks  me  what  I would  do  then  to  heal 
them... and  I see  that  he  is  watching  me  closely ...  intently .. . 

I speak  my  heart  to  this  sacred  man... one  of  the  last  of  the 
Traditionalists. . .one  of  the  last  of  the  Great  Medicine  Men  of  First 
Nations  and  as  I speak... look  into  his  eyes... I see  a 

Spirit. . .weary. . .tired  from  trying  to  save  His  People... but  who  still  seeks 
to  find  a way... who  still  will  give  more. .more. . .in  an  attempt  to  bring  the 
People  to  Creator... 

I see  Tourists  flocking  in  and  out  of  the  doors. . .oblivious  to  the  talk 
we  are  having... who  rush  to  this  sacred  land  in  search  of  what?  What?  I 
distract  myself  by  watching  a harried  mother  buying  postcards  to  send  back 
home  as  they  write  superficial  words .. .words  without  meanings .. .who  come  to 
these  Sacred  Black  Hills  to  take. . .take. . .take. . .never  giving  anything 
back.. never  leaving  the  land  or  the  People  better  off  for  their  coming... He 
waits  patiently  while  my  heart  recalls  the  shadows  of  the  Massacre. . .of 
Wounded  Knee... I am  tired... not  able  to  focus  as  I should ...  must ...  but  he 
waits  patiently  for  moments  until  I return  to  him.... 

I look  into  his  ageless  eyes... and  I tell  him  that  the  hearts  of  our 
People  are  on  the  ground .. .without  hope. . .without  honor .. .without  pride  in 
their  heritage... I ask  myself .. .when  did  that  happen?  When  did  we  lose  our 
hearts?  Was  it  at  Wounded  Knee?  I must  think  of  this  later  and  try  to  find 
a answer  for  my  heart.... 

I suggest  to  him  that  we  must  light  a sacred  fire  in  the  hearts  of  the 
People.. give  them  hope... They  have  lost  their  dreams .. .their  ability  to 
live... and  I think  of  the  latest  statistic  I was  told... The  average  life 
expectancy  of  a Native  American  Male  is  25.... I struggle  to  focus  and  not 
think  of  what  that  might  mean  to  the  next  generation... 

We  must  give  them  the  fire... we  must  give  them  a reason  to  stand  in 
pride... but  I do  not  know  how  to  do  this  thing.  He  nods  as  he  agrees  and 
listens  silently  as  I struggle  to  find  a answer  in  my  heart... but  find 
none. 

He  tells  me... 8 years... only  8 years  left... The  signs  were  given... and 
he  tells  me  what  to  watch  for... The  three  of  us  sit  there ...  listening  to 
this  man  tell  us  that  no  one  will  believe  us... no  one  will  believe  the 
signs  when  they  come... and  many  will  be  lost... I calculate  the  date... look 
at  Wolfsong  who  looks  back  at  me  gently... and  I realize  he  is  right... no 
one  will  believe  it. 

I notice  the  time... we  buy  lunch  for  this  man  who  only  asks  for  a 
hamburger  and  french  fries... I see  the  irony  in  that... 

I see  the  letter  he  has  received  from  a woman  who  came  to  learn  from 
him... I shudder  as  I read  it... She  has  designed  a whole  program  of 
"experimental  programs"  (her  term)  to  charge  people  to  attend.  Its  a new 
slant  on  an  old  ripoff...and  I sigh... He  asks  me  to  explain  to  him  what  it 
means... I point  out  page  47... where  she  plans  to  charge  $100  a day  for  a 
period  of  7 days  one  can  attend  her  "experimental  program"  to  learn  the 
ways  of  the  Sioux  Nation.  He  is  shocked ...  and  I suggest  to  him  that 
perhaps  he  might  want  to  not  be  associated  with  this  group.  He  nods 
sadly... and  I know  that  he  wished  it  to  be  different  this  time... for 
someone  to  have  come  to  him  in  Honor. . respect. . .to  give  back  to  all  People 
what  he  has  taught  them... and  I see  him  grow  a little  sadder... and  my  heart 
weeps... for  I see  that  he  too,  is  losing  hope. 


Is  it  too  late,  I ask?  He  hesitates ...  looks  out  past  the  gasoline 
pumps.. to  a place  I cannot  go... past  the  sacred  Black  Hills... to  another 
time... and  he  doesn't  answer  me... instead  he  says,  "They  have  all 
assimilated  into  the  white  culture,  you  know.  They  get  their  paycheck  from 
the  Government  Agencies .. .they  won't  give  that  up." 

I remember  the  Crow  Nation's  saying. .. "Sometimes  no  answer  is  an 
answer."  I nod. 

I tell  him  of  the  vision  the  five  of  us  saw  as  we  drove  to  these 
lands.. and  he  nods... I tell  him  of  the  Dream  I had... one  that  I was  told 
was  the  same  Crazy  Horse  had... he  nods... but  says  nothing.  It  speaks 
volumes  to  me. 

He  reaches  over .. .touches  my  hand ...  almost  as  if  he  wants  to  keep  the 
connection  we  have  established ....  I don't  want  to  go... I don't  want  to 
go... but  I have  to.  I tell  him  we  shall  meet  again... he  nods... and  I 
wonder  if  he  thinks  I'll  be  like  the  rest... and  never  return... I promise 
him  I'll  put  his  words  up  on  Internet  for  the  world  to  read... he  nods.. and 
I see  that  he  doubts  this  thing... but  tonight  I keep  a promise  to  him... and 
I speak  the  words  he  has  given  to  me  for  the  World... 

I turn,  as  I reach  the  glass  door... turn  into  his  eyes... and  they  speak 
to  me.... and  I hear  them  loudly  in  my  spirit.... 

So... My  Honorable  Sacred  Medicine  Man.... I have  told  your  story... I have 
kept  my  promise. ...  It  is  up  to  each  heart  to  hear  your  words... but  they 
have  been  carried  on  the  winds... 

And  I saw... an  Eagle  later... and  I thought  of  him... 

Hetcatu  Welu...It  is  done... 

Believe  the  Dream 

Unchi 

(Grandmother) 

"They  lied  to  us.  They  killed  our  People.... I pray  for  them... for  all 
of  them.... all  the  nations. .. .the  white  nation,  the  red  nation,  the  yellow 
nation,  the  black  nation.  They  forgot  how  to  pray. .. .they  forgot  how  to 
pray,  anymore." 

I listened  in  awe  of  this  woman. .. .this  sacred...  holy  Traditional 
Grandmother ... .daughter  of  one  of  the  holiest  men  of  all  Nations .. .who  held 
the  secrets ...  all  of  them... and  who  blessed  me  with  her  words  as  we  sat  at 
her  table  at  Wounded  Knee. 

She  prayed  for  them?  She  prayed  for  those  who  betrayed  her  People?  I 
looked  into  her  eyes... and  drowned  in  the  truth  I saw  there.  I came  to 
Wounded  Knee  in  search  of  answers  I never  knew... and  found  the  truth  I 

could  never  have  known.  I found  sacredness I found  Creator ...  and  I 

found  it  in  the  eyes  of  the  most  sacred  woman  I have  ever  known... 

She  spoke  to  me  of  how  they  had  come  before.... to  film... to  tell  the 
stories ...  and  how  she  never  heard  from  they  again... how  they  never 
returned... I promised  her,  I would  tell  her  stories... I would  return... and 
she  nodded .. .wanting  to  believe  me... daring  to  believe  me. 

She  told  me  of  the  nonnatives  who  came  to  the  sweat... how  they  put  their 
prayer  drums  on  the  altar  to  be  blessed ... "We  never  do  that  you  know."  How 
she  walked  up  to  one  of  them  and  said.. "Oh,  I see  you  brought  your  canteen 
to  be  blessed."  "OH  NO. . .thats  a prayer  drum."  "Oh... I see."  The  subtly 
of  her  way  of  teaching  is  not  lost  on  me... and  I sat  seriously  until  she 
breaks  out  into  her  infectious  laughter. . .and  I drown  in  it  as  she  teaches 
the  Lakota  People  laugh  at  themselves ...  not  others. 

I sat  at  her  wooden  table. . .looking  around  at  the  unfinished  sheet 
rock. . .the  insulation  hanging  from  the  unfinished  window  frame... for  she 
was  a victim  of  a construction  scheme. . .promises  to  fix  her  cabin  gone 
undone. .other  lies. . .lies. .. .She  has  heard  so  many  in  her  lifetime... 

I fall  in  love  instantly  with  this  woman  who  rescues  me  after  seriously 
telling  me  how  to  make  sacred  spirit  food.  She  sees  the  frightened  look  on 
my  face  as  I ponder  how  to  obtain  the  things  she  has  told  me  to  use... and 
suddenly  she  waves  her  hand  and  says,  "I'll  just  give  you  some  of  mine... I 
keep  a lot  around  here."  She  rescues  me... and  I slump  in  thankfulness. 

She  tells  me  the  secrets  of  how  to  make  it... and  I stare  quietly, 
knowing  this  is  a sacred  Lakota  Woman  who  is  teaching  a Tsalagi  of  her 
ways.  I am  more  moved  than  I can  speak. 


Grandmother. .. .Grandmother. . .The  words  echo  in  my  heart  as  she  tells  me 
she  is  one  of  only  7 who  have  been  asked  recently  to  rewrap  the  sacred 
Lakota  White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  Pipe.... I speak  words  of  awe  and  she  waves 
them  off  with  her  eyes... yet  realizes  I see  the  sacredness  in  them,  and 
smiles  at  me.  This  woman ... .God,  this  woman  is  the  most  incredible  and 
powerful  spiritual  woman  of  the  Lakota  Nation  and  I... a mere  Tsalagi 
woman.. sit  next  to  her .. .learning. . .listening  and  growing  in  Spirit.  I vow 
to  keep  her  name  a secret... for  I know,  too  well... how  they  will  come  to 
her... to  drain  her... always  wanting  to  take. . .take. . .and  no  one  prepared  to 
give  to  her  in  return. 

And  then.... I talk  to  her  about  video  taping  her... She  asks  me  why... I 
try  to  speak  my  heart... "So  others  will  hear.  Grandmother ...  so  they  will 
see  what  is  happening  here... the  truth... I want  to  tell  the  truth.."  She 
thinks  on  this  for  awhile. . .goes  outside  to  pray ...  returns  with  her 
answer.. and  her  sacred  Eagle  Feathers  Fan... so  many  feathers ...  so 
many... and  she  sits  down ...  nods .. .We  turn  on  the  camera... she  begins  to 
pray  in  Lakota .. .often  translating  in  English  as  she  prays.  The  words  tell 
of  how  she  prays  for  all  nations. . .that  all  will  see... the  truth... and  will 
come. . .come. . .to  help  the  Lakota  People... to  HELP  the  Lakota  People. . .Over 
and  over  in  this  prayer  she  prays  for  this  thing... and  as  the  tape  is 
rolling. . capturing  this  moment  forever  for  history,  I know  that  it  is  the 
first  time  a Traditionalist  has  prayed  in  public  like  this ...  knowing  the 
world  can  see  it... I struggle  not  to  cry... and  then  she  prays  for  the 
enemies  of  the  People. .. PRAYS  FOR  HER  ENEMIES ...  for  those  who  massacred  her 
Relatives ...  and  I cannot  speak. . .cannot. 

She  tells  me  how  she  almost  froze  to  death  last  winter... She  got  lost  in 
a blizzard  going  from  her  tiny  cabin  to  the  outhouse ...  and  I am  shocked  as 
I realize  the  daughter  of  a sacred  leader  could  have  frozen  to  death  on 
this  prairie. . .alone. . .alone. . .with  no  one  around  to  find  her... and  again  I 
cannot  speak. 

She  tells  me  how  last  winter  she  had  a gas  leak  in  the  space 
heater... and  got  very  sick. .. almost  died  until  they  came  to  her  house  and 
found  her... She  points  out  the  cracks  in  the  walls... the  wind  is  blowing 
through  them  now  and  I know  this  winter  there  is  no  way  she  can  keep  warm 
here... but  she  merely  smiles  at  my  concern  and  continues  talking. 

Why?  WHY!  I ask  myself .. .WHY? ! There  is  millions  of  dollars  poured 
into  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  for  help  for  these  people... and  this 
Grandmother  might  FREEZE  to  death  this  winter?! 

She  tells  me  she  receives  $388  a month  in  Social  Security  and  how  she 
has  to  purchase  30  bales  of  hay  each  month  for  $105  so  she  can  feed  the 
buffalo  they  are  so  desperately  trying  to  save... I know  that  last  winter 
they  almost  didn't  do  it.... that  the  money  was  so  short  they  had  to  go 
without  things  themselves  in  order  to  feed  the  buffalo  and  I talk  to 
Wolfsong  after  we  leave  and  we  both  pledge  to  send  $105  a month  to  her  to 
feed  them  and  pray  others  will  do  the  same  once  they  hear  her  story.  He 
smiles  softly  at  me  as  I voice  my  indignation  of  her  treatment ...  and  nods 
that  we  shall  help  her... and  I hope  that  others  shall  also. 

I sit  in  her  kitchen  and  survey  that  there  is  no  indoor  plumbing. . .that 
the  water  comes  from  a garden  hose  and  he  remarks  that  it'll  freeze  this 
winter  so  she  won't  have  water... I sigh. 

I look  around  at  her  food  supplies ...  and  see  very  little.  We  drive  into 
Pine  Ridge  to  get  groceries  for  her  and  I see  the  packages  of  vegetable 
seeds... and  smile.  Hours  later,  Wendy  (who  is  in  our  circle),  Fred,  Deff, 
Steve  and  myself  plant  her  a large  garden  of  vegetables ...  all  kinds.... and 
she  smiles  as  she  watches  people  from  other  nations. . .different  colors... on 
our  knees. . .digging  into  the  sacred  Lakota  soil  to  make  sure  she  has  food. 
She  has  that  magical  effect  on  people  who  meet  her... she  captures  their 
hearts  with  her  soft  smile.... 

But  she  carries  a big  whip. . .*smiles*. .. .She  brings  it  out  and  mockingly 
snaps  it  a time  or  two  to  keep  us  in  line... I laugh  as  her  laughter  echoes 
over  the  Lakota  Hills... I love  this  woman. 

I see  Deff  quietly  going  over  and  nailing  up  a long  rope  on  the  outhouse 
and  stringing  it  to  her  cabin  as  he  attempts  to  secure  her  a way  there  for 
the  harsh,  Dakota  winter.  My  heart  bursts  with  pride  at  his 
thoughtfulness.  He  is  learning  well ... .well ... . 


She  sits  with  me  as  the  sun  dozes  oven  the  Lakota  ravines  and  tells  me 
these  are  the  ones  where  the  People  tried  to  escape  during  the 
Massacre ...  and  I watch  as  she  leaves  me... going  into  another  time .. another 
long  ago  place... and  I sit  quietly  in  respect ...  until  she  returns  to 
me.. and  smiles  apology  to  me.  I reach  over  and  touch  her  hand... she  pats 
it . 

We  sit  outside  that  night... her  son  and  daughter-in-law,  Steve  and 
I.. chatting  and  laughing  as  we  tell  our  outhouse  stories  and  look  up  to 
find  her  slowly  and  painfully  walking  on  her  arthritic  legs  towards  us  with 
a f lashlight . . . "I ' m doing  curfew  check... I'm  checking  to  make  sure 
everybody's  here."  We  all  laugh  until  she  checks  the  cars  to  make  sure 
they're  locked... and  I wonder  why  she  is  doing  it.  I go  inside  to  get  a 
soda... only  to  return  and  marvel  at  how  she's  changed  clothes ...  and  is 
getting  in  the  car.  Her  son  explains .. "She  is  going  up  on  the  hill  to  put 
the  prayer  flags  up."  A VISION  QUEST!?!?!  I look  at  Steve  and  see  he's  as 
shocked  as  I am.  GRANDMOTHER  IS  GOING  UP  ON  THE  HILL  IN  THE  MIDDLE  OF  THE 
NIGHT  FOR  A VISION  QUEST!?!?!  Her  son  smiles ....  She  waves  bye  to  me... She 
never  ceases  to  amaze  me. 

I watch  the  next  day  as  the  young  male  sundancers  come  to  her  cabin... to 
just  see  her... and  she  insists  they  stay  awhile. . .They  don't  argue.  It  is 
obvious  to  me  that  she  is  loved... very  loved... by  the  elders  and  young, 
alike.  They  chat  with  her... and  although  it  appears  to  be  superficial,  I 
know  they  are  doing  a pilgrimage  to  her... before  the  Sundance. . .and  it  is  a 
sacred  Journey  for  them. 

We  begin  the  taped  interview. ...  I ask  her  beforehand  if  she  wants  to 
talk  about  the  Massacre. . .She  bows  her  head  and  softly  says... "I  can't."  I 
am  relieved ...  for  I don't  think  I could  hear  her  words. 

I sit  and  watch  her  tell  it  all.... all  of  it.... and  this  woman  speaks 
her  heart... I can't  think  of  any  questions  to  ask  that  sound  intelligent  to 
me... so  I just  talk  with  her  on  camera... It  is  easy... and  she  understands 
that  I don't  know  what  to  ask... so  she  just  tells  all  she  wants  you  to 
hear.  . . 

This  woman... God,  this  woman.... She  is  so  respected ...  so  sacred... She  is 
the  first  woman  in  my  life  that  I truly  know  BELIEVES  and  LIVES  for 
Creator ...  Every  moment  of  her  life  is  spent  thanking  him  for  her  blessings. 
She  never  complains ...  never ...  just  simply  is  thankful.  I sit  and  listen  to 
her... and  know  I am  in  the  presence  of  Creator ...  for  she  is  holy. 

She  and  I walk. .. across  that  sacred  land... She  likes  me... and  I love 
her... and  I have  found  my  Grandmother. . .and  it  is  a blessing  for  me  that  I 
was  not  expecting. .. and  one  I pray  thanks  for  nightly. . .for  I love  her  more 
than  anyone  I know... and  I respect  and  Honor  her  with  my  entire  being. 

I am  torn.... I do  not  want  to  share  her  with  anyone... I consider  not 
showing  the  film... not  telling  anyone  of  her... for  I want  to  protect  her 
from  harm... from  those  who  will  try  to  use  her  for  their  selfish  reasons. 

I know  that  if  I tell  what  family  she  was  born  from  that  she  will  be 
swamped  with  people... and  so  I decide  not  to  reveal  her  name... only  her 
face  on  film. . . 

I wonder  if  anyone  will  realize  how  holy  she  is... that  she  touched  and 
wrapped  the  sacred  pipe... that  she  actually  has  seen  it... I decide  its  too 
sacred  for  me  to  even  speak  about  and  don't  ask  her  about  it  on  film. 

I meet  another  elder  and  immediately  he  is  my  Grandfather ...  His  face  is 
a weathered  map  of  his  life.  He  sits  with  me  and  tells  me  his 
life  story... how  his  Father  was  blind  and  how  he,  as  the  only  boy  in  the 
family,  had  to  support  his  7 sisters  and  parents  so  he  never  got  to  go  to 
school.  He  walks  slowly ...  slightly  bent  over... but  it  is  obvious  the  young 
men  adore  him  for  they  tease  him  about  being  their  "strawboss"  and 
instantly  do  everything  they  think  he  might  wish  done. 

He  and  I become  very  close  in  those  few  days... and  as  I am  turning  to 
leave  this  place... I turn  and  run  to  him  and  hug  him... He  clutches  me 
tightly.. not  wanting  to  let  me  go... He  whispers  to  me... "Come  back... Come 
back  and  see  me.  It  is  not  often  I make  a new  friend."  I sob... I love  this 
man... I love  him... and  I promise  him.. I SHALL  return... I shall  come  back 
and  see  you.  I tell  him  that  Wolfsong  and  I will  repeat  our  marriage  vows 
on  Dec  29th  at  this  place... and  I shall  come  back  and  see  him... He  smiles 
through  tears... and  nods... and  hugs  me  again... 


I love  this  land.... I love  these  People... I love  the  sacredness  of  it 
all... and  I shall... I SHALL  return  to  them... 

I have  not  written  this  as  I usually  do... for  it  is  too  sacred  for 
me... too  personal .. .too  private  for  me  to  speak  of  in  a sense  of  a 
Journalist . . . I simply  cannot.  I went  to  that  land... to  learn... and  I came 
off  it  a better  person .. .from  the  love  shown  me  there... 

I could  write  to  you  of  the  betrayals  of  these  people... I could  tell  you 
how  they  are  not  allowed  to  own  shops  on  their  own  land... I could  tell  you 

how  they  cannot  bale  the  hay  on  their  own  land  to  feed  the  buffalo... I 

could  tell  you  how  two  young  men  from  this  circle  went  out  with  them,  far 

away,  to  help  cut  and  load  wood  for  a sweatlodge. . .How  two  young  men,  Jeff 

and  Fred,  got  bloody  hands  as  they  lovingly  built.. and  dug... and  tried  to 
leave  that  land  better  off  for  our  having  been  there... 

I could  move  you  to  tears  with  the  stories  of  what  I learned  there... I 
could  tear  your  hearts  out  from  the  sadness  I heard... I could  move  you  to 
anger  at  the  injustice. .the  indecencies  heaped  upon  these  people... but  I 
won't  do  that... for  Grandmother  wouldn't  approve  of  that.  . .No. . .No. . .She 
would  only  wish  for  me  to  speak  of  the  things  of  light... She  would  tell 
me. .Now,  Spirit  Dancer .. speak  only  about  how  Creator  blesses  us... Yes,  this 
woman  would  tell  me  to  do  this  thing... and  I hear  her  words  strongly  as  I 
write  tonight  and  listen  to  Wolfsong  in  the  recording  studio ...  putting 
music  to  her  Lakota  Prayer  as  a special  edition  to  the  tape  that  so  many  of 
you  ordered... It  is  his  and  her... gift  to  you.... and  I pray  you'll 
understand  if  we're  a day  or  two  late  mailing  them  to  you... We  wanted  you 
to  hear  this  woman... For  Grandmother  prayed.. "I  want  all  the  People  to  hear 
this  music." 

I want  to  also  have  her  speak  these  words  to  you.... 

"People  call  us  Indians .. .We ' re  not  Indians ...  The  BIA  is  Indians .. .We ' re 

LAKOTA!!  We're  the  Lakota  PEOPLE! Tell  them... The  Lakota  People  need 

help... We  need  Help... I pray  for  them  all.... All  nations ...  red,  black, 
white,  yellow. .. like  the  four  directions." 

"One  world... One  People,  Grandmother?" 

"Yes . . .Yes . . . .ALL  People ...  Tell  them  this." 

"I  shall  tell  them.  Grandmother .. .They  shall  hear  your  words... I promise 
you . " 

"Good . . .Good ..." 

I must. . .MUST. . .leave  you  with  the  words  of  Ben  Black  Elk,  son  of  Sioux 
Chief  Black  Elk. . . 

"We  who  are  Indians  today  live  in  a world  of  confusion.  The  confusion 
in  our  lives.  We  are  Indian... and  we  love  the  Indian  ways.  We  are 
comfortable  in  the  Indian  ways.  But... to  get  along  in  this  world  the  white 
man  tells  us  we  must  be  white  men... that  we  cannot  be  what  we  were  born  to 
be. 

Our  young  people  today... do  not  really  know  who  they  are  or  where  they 
belong.  So... they  have  no  pride.  Today  there  are  Indians  who  are  ashamed 
they  are  Indians . . . 

Martin  Luther  King  said... "I  have  a dream."  But  we  Indians  didn't  have 
to  Dream... We  had  the  reality.  This  whole  continent  was  a paradise.  We 
didn't  know  what  a dollar  was... what  coffee  was... or  what  whiskey  was.  We 
got  along  fine.  Then  the  white  man  came.  That  was  our  downfall.  Then  the 
persecution  started.  So,  after  many  years,  out  of  their  sorrow  and  misery, 
and  because  they  were  desperate,  some  of  the  Indians  danced  the  Ghost 
Dance . 

It  was  a prayer  that  was  danced.  All  they  had... the  great  buffalo 

herds ...  everything. . .was  gone We  were  told  if  we  danced  the  Ghost 

Dance  the  white  man  would  disappear  and  the  buffalo  and  all  the  old 
warriors  would  come  back.  We  were  to  throw  our  weapons  away.  We  just  had 
to  dance  and  sing  the  Ghost  Dance. 

THey  thought  it  would  come.... but  it  never  came.  Instead  we  had  the 
Massacre  at  Wounded  Knee.  They  killed  the  men,  women  and  children.  The 
sadness  of  this  is  still  in  our  hearts. 

It  was  there.  .. .that  a beautiful  dream  died  in  the  snow... a People's 
Dream ..." 

And  still .. .Grandmother  prays  every  day... for  her  enemies... 

I have  seen  sacredness ...  I have  seen  the  true  meaning  of  forgiveness.... 


Believe  the  Dream 

If  you  want  to  help  save  her... Send  donations  DIRECTLY  to  Gerald  and 
Rochelle  Ice  PO  Box  199  Wounded  Knee,  SD  57794.  lust  tell  them... its 
for  Grandmother .. .You  might  send  a note. . .Gerald  will  see  she  gets  it.. and 
tell  her... that  you  also  believe. . .The  Dream... 

"RE : Dictator  Falls  in  Chippewa  Country"  

Date:  Tue,  25  Dun  1996  18:45:52  -0500 

From:  feather  eaglerock  <eaglerok@northernnet . com> 

Sub j : dictator  falls  in  chippewa  country 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

"We  brought  down  a very,  very  powerful  dictator.  The  news  went  through  the 
reservation  like  electricity.  And  we  are  so  happy." 

Erma  Vizenor,  PhD,  White  Earth  band  member  and  Flarvard  graduate 
(My  cousin,  Erma  was  arrested  and  jailed  in  1991  with  approximately  80 
other  protestors  from  Camp  Dustice  for  trespassing  after  occupying  tribal 
council  headquarters  to  protest  the  officials'  actions.  White  Earth 
residents  have  complained  to  the  B.I.A.  for  twenty  years  about  the 
corruption  of  the  Wadena  regime.) 

Non-indian  defense  attorneys  had  argued  that  hiring  preferences  and 
election  irregularities  (nepotism  and  voter  fraud)  are  simply  part  of 
"Indian  Country"  tradition.  (These  non-indian  attorneys  are  being  paid 
with  tribal  funds.) 

Tribal  election  judge  Carley  Dasken  was  acquitted  of  election  fraud  and 
obstruction  of  justice.  Notary  Flenry  Harper  will  be  tried  at  a later 
date. 

Prosecutors  were  unsuccessful  in  having  the  convicted  felons  detained 
immediately  so  they  could  not  return  to  the  reservation  and  raid  the 
coffers.  ("Legally"  until  the  new  council  is  sworn  in,  they  can  "sign  the 
checks . " ) 

Wadena  also  served  for  many  years  on  the  Tribal  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe,  a governing  body  of  all  Chippewa  Reservations  in 
Minnesota,  except  the  Red  Lake  Nation,  which  is  a closed  reservation.  The 
federally  designed  tribal  constitution  fosters  and  breeds  corruption.  It 
will  literally  take  an  _act  of  congress_  for  tribal  members  to  change  this 
constitution . 
bernard  j.  rock,  sr. 
leech  lake  pillager  band 

"RE;  Letter  from  Buffalo  NY  Dail"  

Date:  Wed,  26  Dun  96  03:05:27  UT 

From:  "ROBERT  MONKEN"  <THREEFORKS@msn . com> 

Sub j : FWD:  Letter  from  Buffalo  NY  Dail 

UUCP  email 

From:  owner-fn-wk@pobox.com  on  behalf  of  Robin  Brown 
Sent:  Tuesday,  Dune  25,  1996  4:12  PM 
Sub j : Letter  from  Buffalo  NY  Dail 

Dune  25,  1996 
Washington  DC 

Peace  to  you  and  those  you  hold  dear. 

Together  in  the  Struggle! 

The  following  is  a letter  received  from  "Nicholas  Blackwell",  first  known 
to  me  as  "Nicholas  Snow",  and  then  as  "Snow"  and  then  by  his  Seneca  name 
"Oniya."  . I can  supply  a paper  copy  of  the  original  hand-written  letter 
for  authentication  purposes.  This  letter  was  written  around  Dune  21,  1996 
from  Protective  Custody  in  the  Erie  County  Holding  Center,  Buffalo  NY. 

Oniya  was  arrested  on  May  27,  1996. 


I met  Oniya  in  March,  1996  when  he  came  to  the  Washington  offices  of 
Amnesty  International  to  tell  his  story  so  others  in  the  world  might  know 
of  the  treatment  of  traditional  Seneca  by  New  York  authorities.  He  has  a 
strong  belief  in  the  autonomy  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  vs  state  and 
federal  government. 

He  is  being  held  on  charges  stemming  from  using  a credit  card  to 
purchase  equipment  for  a group  called  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  Federal 
Bureau.  This  is  an  organization  formed  to  act  as  a tribal  law 
enforcement  agency  to  protect  traditional  leaders,  the  elders,  the  clan 
mothers,  and  the  children.  I also  believe  (but  this  has  not  been 
confirmed,)  that  the  legitimacy  and  validity  of  this  organization  is  also 
in  question.  Oniya  believes  the  purchases  were  authorized  by  the 
appropriate  Seneca  authorities,  however,  he  was  not  reimbursed  for  the 
purchases  on  a relative's  card,  and  charges  of  fraud  were  filed.  He  fled 
New  York  state,  and  went  back,  against  the  advice  of  friends,  to  get  his 
wife  and  children  out  of  the  state,  according  to  one  person  I have 
spoken  with,  but  this  is  unverified  information. 

I spoke  directly  with  Oniya  on  Dune  25,  1996  for  the  first  time  since 
his  arrest.  Since  he  wrote  this  letter  he  has  obtained  new  legal  counsel, 
and  he  feels  these  attorneys  are  knowledgeable  and  capable.  He  reports 
that  he  should  be  released  on  Duly  26,  if  not  sooner.  Oniya  cannot 
receive  phone  calls,  but  has  some  access  to  a phone.  I would  very  much 
like  to  verify  Oniya 's  story  by  speaking  with  someone  not  directly 
involved,  but  don't  have  the  contacts  necessary  to  do  this.  Oniya  also 
reported  to  me  that  Chief  Billy  Lazore  was  arrested  over  the  weekend 
(Dune  21  - 22?)  and  released.  Can  anyone  confirm  this  for  me? 

I send  this  to  you  for  your  attention  because  I know  this  young  man  --  I 
have  looked  into  his  eyes  and  into  his  heart,  and  I have  seen  that  he 
cares  deeply  for  the  Seneca  Nation  and  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  --  and 
for  his  brothers  and  sisters  who  also  see  wrongs  and  wish  to  make  them 
right . 

I ask  nothing  of  you  but  say  I will  gratefully  accept  any  words  you  may 
have  for  me  to  help  me  understand,  and  to  assist  my  brother  Oniya. 

Robin  Brown 

Crone,  Tejana,  Insurgent 
robinb@pop . erols . com 


Nicholas  Snow  Blackwell 
GS-52  Protective  Custody 
Erie  County  Holding  Center 
40  Delaware 
Buffalo  NY  14202 

Dear  Robin, 

Please  add  to  report,  send  to  Diego  and  internet  and  Bob  and  whoever  else. 
Hae',  Niaineh  Skano! 

I was  happy  to  hear  from  you,  I didn't  know  if  my  letter  would  reach  you 
and  I think  I even  put  the  wrong  address.  Oh  well,  someone  was  watching 
over  me.  I'm  doing  okay.  I guess  a lot  of  people  are  concerned  over 
what  is  happening.  I am  told  that  New  York  is  putting  a lot  of 
misinformation  out  to  confuse  my  people.  On  one  hand  they  know  the  work 
I'm  doing  and  it's  far-reaching  effects,  ie..  Sac  and  Fox  Tribe  in 
Oklahoma  has  utilized  my  sovereignty  plan  to  the  letter  I hear.  Then,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  charges  against  me.  They  are  having  a hard  time 
making  sense  out  of  this  but  they  are  starting  to  realize  what  is 
happening. 

So  far,  I have  been  illegally  sentenced  in  Brant  Court,  Dudge  Dispense 
violated  my  probation  for  not  reporting,  the  only  thing  is  I was  on 
restitution  probation  and  not  reporting  probation.  I have  this  proof  in 
Black  and  white.  When  I tried  to  explain  why  I was  not  able  to  pay  on  a 
timely  basis,  he  stated  "that  my  payments  had  nothing  to  do  with  my 
violation."  So  he  sentenced  me  to  90  days.  I am  trying  to  get  my  case 
dismissed  and  I will  sue  for  130  dollars  a day.  That's  the  law  for 
violating  my  rights  and  proof  that  they  are  violating  their  own  state 


law  to  keep  me  in  Hail.  The  Dudge  talked  with  the  State  Police  moments 
before  sentencing  me.  The  State  police  made  racial  remarks  and  "Indian 
Hokes"  in  front  of  me.  I am  having  lawyer  problems  as  I was  sentenced 
in  Brant  without  legal  representation.  Then,  I have  a charge  in  Collins 
Court,  Dudge  North  for  aggravated  unlicensed  Driving,  I possess  a valid 
Iroquois  Drivers  Licence  under  Iroquois  Law  that  applies  to  all  Iroquois 
Territory  in  Title.  This  is  the  third  time  I have  been  arrested  for  this. 

They  say  that  I have  to  have  a NYS  Drivers  License.  Linder  federal  & 
Iroquois  Law,  my  license  is  valid  and  since  I don't  reside  in  the  State 
of  New  York  I am  not  required  by  Law  to  possess  one  and  _never_  have. 

It's  against  my  law  to  possess  a NYS  License,  and  when  I was  pulled  over 
--  supposedly  I had  warrants  for  my  arrest  when  in  _fact_  none  existed. 

My  attorney  at  the  time  said  it  was  harassment  and  had  violated  my 
rights  protected  by  the  U.S.  Constitution.  He  stated  that  I had  a civil 
rights  suit  but  I have  not  been  able  to  get  ahold  of  him.  He  also  said 
the  case  should  be  thrown  out  because  they  had  no  reason  to  pull  me  over. 

I was  escorting  my  government  when  we  were  "ambushed,"  they  were  waiting 
for  me. 

Then,  I have  been  here  for  21  days,  federal  Law  and  State  Law  mandates 
that  I receive  1 hr.  Of  recreation  per  day.  And  since  I am  in  Protected 
Custody  I am  to  be  segregated  from  other  inmates.  I have  had  one 
recreation  period  in  the  whole  21  days  and  I was  put  in  with  inmates  who 
are  "criminally  insane"  in  fact  one  guy  tried  to  get  the  other  "insane" 
inmate  to  forcibly  have  sex  with  him  and  had  to  be  removed.  My  safety  is 
jeopardized  repeatedly  by  these  officials,.  If  I complain  I will  be  moved 
to  another  facility.  My  rights  protected  by  the  U.S.  Constitution  have 
been  violated  when  I was  arrested.  By  law,  when  one  of  our  citizens 
violate  or  are  charged  with  a crime,  a person  who  has  been  delegated 
authority  By  the  President  of  the  United  States  must  approach  or 
petition  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  Grand  Council  of  Chiefs  or  the  Chiefs 
of  that  Nation,  and  the  criminal  violation  will  be  resolved  in  a manner 
to  keep  the  peace.  This  Process  is  Article  7 of  the  Treaty  of  1794  at 
Canandaigua,  which  is  considered  a legally  protected  Constitutional  Right 
--  therefore  Article  7 is  protected  by  federal  law  under  the  Supremacy 
Clause  of  the  U.S.  Constitution  and  acts  of  Congress  under  28  USC  1331 
of  the  U.S.  Constitution  and  1362  and  28  USC  1343  and  42  USC  1983  to 
enjoin  State  Official  under  "color  of  State  Law"  from  depriving  rights 
protected  by  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States. 

At  no  time  did  N.Y.S.  respect,  adhere  or  utilize  this  "due  process  of 
the  Law."  Therefore  violating  my  constitutional  rights,  and  under 
Article  IX  Section  1C,  all  members  of  the  executive  council  shall  be 
considered  as  legally  recognized  ambassadors  of  the  Haudenosaunee  and  the 
Iroquois  Confederacy  Federal  Bureau  in  all  matters  of  International 
interest  and  should  be  afforded  Diplomatic  Immunity.  Article  IX  Section 
1A,  as  Director  of  the  Bureau  I am  a member  of  the  Executive  Council  and 
under  Article  VI  Section  3,  to  lawfully  exercise  the  right  of  arrest, 
search  and  seizure  in  the  performance  of  these  duties  and  article  VII 
Section  2C  to  perform  the  duties  and  exercise  the  office  of  a judge  in 
all  matters  brought  before  him  under  the  auspices  of  and  in  compliance 
with  the  Great  Law.  Under  article  V Section3  --  8 & 9,  I,  as  director, 
am  mandated  the  duties  as  Chief  Marshal  of  the  Bureau  and  to  function  as 
a judicial  officer  of  the  Bureau.  Which  is  protected  by  the  Supremacy 
Clause  of  the  Constitution  and  is  a constitutional  Right  which  is 
protected  by  federal  law  which  is  expressly  authorized  by  acts  of 
congress  under  28  USC  1331  and  1362  and  28  USC  1343  and  42  USC  1983  to 
enjoin  State  Official  under  "color  of  State  Law"  from  depriving  rights 
protected  by  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States,  these  rights 
are  protected  under  the  "Indian  Self-determination  Act,  25  USC  par.  450 
et  seq,  Indian  Self  governing  act  and  42  USC  Chapter  21,  sub  chapter  1, 
para  1996  Protection  and  Preservation  of  traditional  Religions  of  Native 
Americans  Act  of  1978,  this  religion  be  the  Great  Law  and  Constitution  of 
the  Haudenosaunee. 

To  make  a long  story  short,  I have  been  kidnapped  Because  I am  a Native 
American  exercising  my  rights  to  protect  my  people  from  further  acts  of 
Genocide,  which,  (these  rights)  are  protected  by  the  Constitution  of  the 


United  States.  They  have  kidnapped  my  vehicle  for  Ransom,  2 boxes  of 
eagle  feathers  and  hawk  feathers,  my  ceremonial  pipes,  my  sacred  tobacco 
and  continue  to  violate  my  constitutional  rights  by  treating  me  as  less 
than  a person  who  has  Promoted  nothing  but  a peaceful  resolution  by 
utilizing  the  law.  They  have  in  fact  committed  an  act  of  war  in 
violation  of  the  Treaty  of  1794  at  Canandaigra  signed  200  years  ago  by 
George  Washington,  ratified  by  Congress,  signed  by  representatives  of  our 
Agency  and  our  Chiefs  of  the  Haudenosaunee. 

As  the  top  Law  Enforcement  Officer  of  my  Country  and  a top  ranking  Judge 
who  holds  a position  of  Ambassador  with  a peaceful  message  from  our 
Creator,  my  life  is  in  immediate  danger  and  I have  suffered  considerable 
irreparable  harm.  I am  suffering  from  cruel  and  unusual  treatment  while 
in  the  unlawful  custody  of  the  State  of  New  York.  I am  not  receiving 
competent  legal  assistance  as  my  attorneys  have  suggested  that  I fire 
them  as  they  do  not  have  the  expertise  to  fairly  and  properly  defend  me 
under  New  York  State  Law,  rules  and  regulations  and  are  unwilling  to 
approach  the  federal  courts  due  to  their  lack  of  knowledge  concerning 
treaty  law  and  federal  law. 

Under  Iroquois  Confederacy  Federal  Bureau  By-laws  Article  V Section  1A 
#2,  candidates  shall  be  made  aware  that  this  position  is  not  compensated 
by  salary  or  wages.  The  Director  shall  be  provided  for  as  specified  in 
Article  IX  Section  2 C(l).  Our  Agency  has  less  than  $500.00  as  all 
finances  are  directed  at  the  modernization  of  this  agency  --  2 year 
process  --  and/or  toward  educating  the  public  of  the  Iroquois 
Confederacy.  My  personal  finances  are  -)-  as  I receive  no  compensation 
for  my  work  and  my  house  was  burned  down  in  April  of  1994  by  individuals 
who  oppose  the  Iroquois  Confederacy.  Therefore  broke  and  no  way  to 
obtain  a lawyer  with  the  skills  needed  to  properly  defend  me.  Without  a 
lawyer,  I do  not  know  NYS  Procedure  or  Protocol  and  find  out  after  the 
facts  that  my  rights  are  violated. 

Do  you  know  any  rich  People  who  could  loan  our  organization  $5000.00  who 
care  about  Iroquois  and  Native  Rights?  Well,  I'm  running  short  of  space 
and  this  is  my  last  stamp.  Take  care  and  be  safe. 

Peace  - Health  - & Righteousness 
Your  friend, 

Oniya 

Write  back. 

P.S.  All  my  charges  are  misdemeanors  or  Class  E non-violent  felonies.  I'm 
innocent  of  them  and  will  prove  it,  the  State  just  won't  give  me  the 
chance  to  and  won't  accept  statements  or  paperwork. 

- "RE:  Review:  The  Fire  Carrier"  

Date:  2 Dun  1996  02:21:23  GMT 

From:  brock@ucsub.Colorado.EDU  (Steve  Brock) 

Sub j : Review  of  The  Fire  Carrier  by  Dean  Hager  (fiction,  mystery) 

Newsgroups : rec .arts . books . reviews, rec . arts . books, alt . books . reviews, 
rec . arts . mystery, bit . list serv . dorothyl , alt . native 

THE  FIRE  CARRIER  by  Dean  Hager.  Mysterious  Press,  1271  Avenue  of 
the  Americas,  New  York,  NY  10020,  (212)  522-7200,  FAX:  (212)  522- 
7991.  245  pp.,  $21.95  cloth.  0-89296-566-5 

Reviewed  by  Steve  Brock 

Hager's  fourth  entry  in  the  Chief  Mitchell  Bushyhead  series 
(the  first  in  four  years,  Hager  is  also  the  author  of  the  Molly 
Bearpaw  series,  and  others),  set  in  Buckskin,  Oklahoma,  is  a 
thoroughly  enjoyable  story  involving  the  murder  of  a local  wife- 
batterer,  the  escape  from  prison  of  the  battered  woman's  brother 
(who  is  determined  to  rescue  her  from  the  abuse),  a rash  of  thefts 
from  the  tack  rooms  of  nearby  ranches,  and  recent  sightings  of  an 
apparition  carrying  a light  that  may  be  the  feared  Atsil ' -dihye ' gi ' 
of  Cherokee  myth  who  brings  evil  to  all  who  see  it. 


"The  Fire  Carrier/'  as  in  previous  novels  in  the  series,  brims 
with  compelling  characters  with  very  human  shortcomings,  but  the 
seams  of  the  plot  line  are  quite  rough  in  places  and  will  cause  some 
readers  to  wonder  how  certain  characters  suddenly  jumped  from  one 
location  to  another  (are  they  carrying  fire?).  Despite  this 
trifle,  all  readers  will  be  delighted  and  wanting  more.  Grade:  A- . 

Other  titles  in  the  Chief  Mitchell  Bushyhead  series  are:  "The 
Grandfather  Medicine"  (1989),  "Night  Walker"  (1991),  and 
"Ghostland"  (1992). 


Steve  Brock 

Book  Reviews  on  the  Internet 
2323  Mapleton 
Boulder,  CO  80304 
(303)  786-7375 
brock@ucsub . colorado.edu 
http://ucsub.colorado.edu/~brock 
Member:  National  Book  Critic's  Circle 

- — "RE:  Poem:  Mother  Earth's  Daughter"  

Date:  Tue,  28  May  1996  19:13:16  -0400 

From:  brnsugah2@aol.com 

Sub j : Mother  Earth's  Daughter 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

As  a 48  year  old  female,"  half-breed  wannabee"  my  heart  weeps  with  the 
memories  from  my  childhood  (16  foster  homes) . It  was  a long  time  before  i 
knew  what  my  heritage  was  ...  no  one  could  or  would  tell  me. 

I am  the  product  of  many  "jumping  over  the  fence"  types.  People  who  obeyed 
their  hearts  and  their  bodies  and  loved  people  outside  their  race  . . . thus 
the  blood  of  the  Cherokee,  the  Flindu,  the  African-  American  , the  Irish,  and 
the  French  all  rush  through  my  veins  . . . yet  i listen  to  my  elders  in  my 
dreams  and  i have  come  to  understand  the  power  of  words  . . .and  man's  use  and 
mis-use  of  them. 

Take  for  example  the  word  "race"  . . .who  made  it  up  and  why  ? Could  it 
have  been  "greed"  ? Greed  sat  down  and  lusted  at  all  he  saw.  . . wanted  it 
all  for  himself  and  created  race.  Isn't  greed  a member  of  all  races?  Don't  all 
the  holy  books  say  , in  one  form  or  another,  " in  the  beginning  was  the  WORD 
?"Flow  about  the  word  "Squaw".  Here  is  an  interpretation  of  the  word  : 

Mother  Earth's  Daughter 

They  called  my  grandmother  Squaw 
Because  they  didn't  wish  to  call  her 
by  her  real  name  . . . 
her  name. 

Her  real  name 

Warrior  Woman,  Pretty  Woman 
Medicine  Woman,  Explorer  Woman. 

Her  name. 

No. 

They  called  her  squaw. 

Not  by  her  real  name: 

Farmer,  Sower,  Reaper, 

Nutritionist,  cook,  nurse  . . . 

Her  name. 

They  snarled  squaw. 

Not  using  her  true  name. 

Scholar,  teacher,  leader, 
lecturer,  counselor,  lawyer. 
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They  cursed  her  with  squaw. 

Rather  than  call  her 
her  own  name  . . . 
artisan,  weaver,  painter, 
writer,  pottery  maker, 
dye  maker,  inventor  . . . 

Squaw.  Squaw,  Squaw 
Not  her  name, 
her  name 

Lover,  consort,  shaman, 
sit-besides  -me  woman 
cousin,  sister  friend. 

Squaw 

Squaw 

Squaw. 

They  used  the  name 

Squaw 

to 

degrade  her, 

desecrate  her,  defile  her 
diminish  her 
belittle  her 
to  cause  her  grief 
and  ultimate  genocide. 

But  we  knew  her 
Respected  her 
adored  her, 

called  her  by  her  true  name. 

Still  her  name 

Call  her 

Mother  Earths  Daughter 
Queen, 

Grandmother, 

Mother  , 

Wife. 

Call  her  by  her  true  name 

Mother 

Earth  's 

Daughter . 

copyright  (1994)  Xennia  Gittoes  - Singh  aka  Running  Waters 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/06/18  23:42 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  30-Duly  6 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

30 

All  space  and  time  live  within  me. 


IU  LAI 


(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

Duly  was  the  month  in  which  the  ohia  fruit  began  to  ripen. 

1 

I am  the  moon's  child,  born  of  starlight  and  dewfall. 

2 

The  beauty  of  the  wilderness  renews  my  spirit. 

3 

We  were  all  born  in  the  stars. 

4 

Rejoice  with  the  storms  of  the  earth;  shout  joy  with  the  voice  of  the 
thunders ! 

5 

The  wonder  of  childhood  is  preserved  within. 

6 

Choose  the  path  taken  by  only  a few,  for  it  leads  to  wisdom. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Dune  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

4th  of  Duly  Powwows  from  News  from  Indian  Country 


Arlee,  MT  - 4th  of  Duly  Arlee,  Duly  3-8,  Powwow  Grounds 
Info:  406-745-3525 

Sisseton,  SD  - Sisseton-Wahpeton  Powwow,  Duly  3-6,  Wacipi  Agency  Village 
Info:  605-698-3911 

Pawnee,  OK  - 50th  Pawnee  Flomecoming,  Duly  4-7,  Football  Stadium 
Info:  918-762-2552 

Quapaw,  OK  - Quapaw  Tribal  Powwow,  Duly  4-6  Pow-wow  Grounds 
Info:  918-542-1853 

Fort  Duchesne,  UT  - Northern  Ute,  Duly  4-7,  Tribal  Grounds 
Info:  801-722-9041 

Oneida,  WI  - 24th  Oneida,  Duly  4-7,  Norbert  Hill  Ctr. 

Info:  414-869-2214 

Red  Cliff,  WI  - 18th  Red  Cliff,  Duly  4-7,  Pow-wow  Grounds 
Info:  715-779-5746 

Kewanee,  IL  - 3rd  Sauk  Trail,  Duly  4-7,  Dohnson  Sauk  Trail  Park 
Info:  217-628-3304 

Mashpee,  MA  - Mashpee  Wampanoag,  Duly  5-7,  Douglas  Pocknett  Field 
Info:  508-477-0208 

Cass  Lake,  MN  - Leech  Lake  4th  of  Duly,  Duly  5-7,  Leach  Lake 
Memorial  Grounds.  Info:  218-335-8289 

Sault  Ste.  Marie,  MI  - 15th  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Powwow,  Duly  5-7, 

Pow-wow  Grounds.  Info:  906-635-6050 


Hays,  KS  - 1st  Potawatomi-Kickapoo  Powwow,  Duly  5-7,  Big  Creek 
Info:  913-726-4405 

Red  Lake,  MN  - Red  Lake  Nation  Independence  Day,  Duly  5-7, 
Pow-Wow  Grounds.  Info:  218-679-3341 

South  Glen  Falls,  NY  - Calico  Dancers  Powwow,  Duly  6-7,  Moreau 
Recreation  Park.  Info:  518-793-1693 

Tell  City,  IN  - 2nd  Indiana  Indian  Movement,  Duly  6-7, 

Perry  County  4-H  Fairgrounds.  Info:  219-278-7021 


From:  "Wesley  Westphal."  <warrior@DIGITAL.NET> 

Sub j : 10th  Annual  A. I. A.  Orlando  Powwow 

Mailing  List:  Native  American  Work  Issues  <NAT-WORK@VMl.CC.UAKRON.EDU> 

Well,  it's  that  time  of  the  year  again.  The  American  Indian  Association 
of  Florida,  Inc.,  is  presenting  the  10TH  ANNUAL  A. I. A.  ORLANDO  POWWOW  in, 
obviously,  Orlando,  Florida,  November  1,  2 & 3,  1996  at  the  Central 
Florida  Fairgrounds  on  West  Highway  50. 

HEAD  STAFF 

HOST  DRUM  Eagle  Claw,  Lawton,  Oklahoma 

INVITED  DRUM  Walking  Buffalo,  SK,  Canada 

MC  Thomas  Chibitty,  Moore,  Oklahoma 

MC  Otto  Mahsetky,  Sebring,  Florida 

ARENA  DIRECTOR  R.  G.  Harris,  Stroud,  Oklahoma 

HEAD  MAN  Little  Deer  Big  Mountain,  Comanche/Mohawk 

HEAD  WOMAN  Katrina  Big  Mountain,  Cree 

Day  money  is  available  for  additional  drums. 

DANCE  COMPETITION 

$7,500.00  Prize  money.  Eight  1st  Place  Adult  Dackets.  Ribbons. 

Point  system.  Registration  closes  12:00  noon  Saturday.  Three  dancer  minimum 
in  each  category. 

Grand  Entry  - Friday:  7:30  pm 

Saturday:  1:00  pm  and  7:30  pm 
Sunday:  1:00  pm 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Native  American  Indian  Dancing 
Native  American  Arts  & Crafts 
Native  American  Food 
Native  American  Flute  Player 
Tipi  demonstration 

Eagle  and  Birds  of  Prey  presentation 
Much,  much  more 

PUBLIC  WELCOME:  Friday  Kids  Day  - 9:00  am  to  1:00  pm 
Friday  - 12:00  noon  to  10:00  pm 
Saturday  - 10:00  am  to  10:00  pm 
Sunday  - 10:00  am  to  5:00  pm 

Adults  $5.00 

Child/Senior  Citizen:  $3.00 
BUSES  WELCOME 
Advance  tickets  available 
Special  discounts  - 3 day  passes 
Military  in  Uniform  FREE!!!! 

HOST  HOTEL  - EconoLodge  Central 

Colonial  Drive,  Highway  50  (1  mile  east  of  Fairgrounds) 
1-800-293-7234 

$28.10  plus  tax  (up  to  four  people  per  room) 

Ask  for  the  Powwow  rate. 

Camping  is  available  for  participants  only.  No  ground  fires.  Free 
camping  for  lodges.  24  hour  security.  Not  responsible  for  travel 
expenses.  Not  responsible  for  lost,  stolen,  or  damaged  items. 

Proceeds  will  benefit  next  year's  powwow,  national  education  and 
charitable  programs  for  Native  Americans  and  the  Ramona  Auld  Scholarship 


Fund.  Located  close  to  all  area  attractions  (Disney  World,  Sea  World, 

MGM  Studios,  Epcot,  beaches,  sunshine,  tans  (aaayyyyy)),  restaurants, 
and  hotels/motels.  Please,  NO  PETS  (leave  the  worst  half  at  home). 

NO  DRUGS !!!!!!  NO  ALCOHOL !!!!!! 

The  American  Indian  Association  of  Florida,  Inc.  is  a non-profit  organization 
and  is  not  affiliated  with  any  other  organizations  or  clubs. 

POWWOW  INFORMATION 

Call:  Michelle  McRae  (407)  786-5594 

Artie  McRae  (407)  862-9676 

Clara  Spurlock  (407)  299-1207 

Or:  Write  to  Powwow  Committee 

The  American  Indian  Association  of  Florida,  Inc. 

Post  Office  Box  260 

Winter  Park,  Florida  32790-0260 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Ion  Norstog  with  attachment  by  Klara  B.  Kelley,  Ph.D.,  Brooke  Craig, 

Todd  Hiatt,  Steve  Brock,  Running  Waters,  Janet  Smith,  Debra  Sanders, 

Robert  Monken,  Ann  Stewart,  Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr.,  Wesley  D.  P.  Westphal  II, 
Alan  Dixon,  Iowennakon  - Mohawk  Nation  Office,  Kahnawake,  Susan  O'donnel 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

— "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Dune  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

From:  souljny@aol.com 

Sub j : Yonkers  Pow  Wow  (4-6  Duly) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I have  been  asked  to  repost  the  announcement  concerning  this  upcoming  pow 
wow.  the  City  of  Yonkers  will  no  longer  be  having  a fireworks  display  on  the 
evening  of  the  4th,  so  there  will  be  no  disruption  of  pow  wow  festivities. 

POW  WOW  ON  THE  HUDSON 
(third  time  in  Westchester) 

Duly  4,  5,  and  6 (I'm  waiting  for  confirmation  of  event  times) 

Yonkers  Train  Terminal,  Yonkers  NY 
held  by  The  Native  American  Warrior  Society 
Ceremonial  Chief  - Little  Fox 

Lead  Dancers  - Chief:  Little  Hawk,  Tara,  Morning  Star  Fox,  Donna  Fox, 

Loving  Spirit, 

WithinTheCircle  Dancers  and  Marty  "Big"  Bear 
North  Eastern  Drummers 
e-mail  me  for  directions 

mitakuye  oyasin, 
sandi 


"RE : Leech  Lake  Election  Results"  

Date:  Sun,  23  Dun  1996  03:52:34  -0500 

From:  feather  eaglerock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET. COM> 


Sub j : minnesota  chippwea  tribe  election  results 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Dune  11,  1996  election  results 
LEECH  LAKE 

Former  Leech  Lake  Reservation  Health  Director  Eli  Hunt  won  the  election  for 
tribal  chairman  with  34%  of  the  votes,  3rd  district  representative 
incumbent,  Myron  Ellis  re-elected  with  22%  of  the  vote. 

Myron  Ellis'  candidacy  is  being  challenged. 

WHITE  EARTH 

Incumbent  Darrel  'Chip'  Wadena  lost  to  Eugene  'Bugger'  McArthur 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We  have  received  permission  from  Bill  Lawrence,  publisher  of  the  Native 
American  Press/Ojibwe  News,  and  reporters,  Deff  Armstrong  of  Bemidji  and 
Gary  Blair  of  Blaine  to  post  articles  relating  to  the  leadership  crisis 
taking  place  in  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe. 

Dune  21,  1996  Issue,  exert  from  article:  Leech  Lake  coalition  plans 
rally,  forum  for  change;  Wadena  seeks  new  vote  by  Deff  Armstrong 

As  many  predicted,  the  1996  MCT  elections  have  done  little  to  resolve 
the  political  crisis  highlighted  by  federal  felony  indictments  and 
conviction  of  several  of  the  Tribes  most  powerful  leaders.  But  it  has 
provided  an  opening  for  those  seeking  reform. 

On  Leech  Lake,  former  candidates  and  grassroots  activist  began  forming  a 
coalition  aimed  at  ousting  two  convicted  RBC  members,  while  District  III 
runner-up  Dee  Fairbanks  challenged  victorious  incumbent  and  convict  Myron 
ellis'  eligibility  as  a candidate. 

Calling  itself  "Tribal  Members  for  Change"  the  coalition  is  organizing  a 
Dune  27  gathering  at  the  Leech  Lake  pow  wow  grounds  to  open  up  a political 
system  built  on  secrecy  and  intimidation  "We've  got  two  convicted 
criminals  on  the  RBC,  and  the  only  way  we're  going  to  get  rid  of  them  is 
by  banding  together  said  former  Dist  III  candidate  Dave  Hare. 

Activist  Warren  Tibbetts  said  the  root  of  the  problem  is  a deeply 
entrenched  self-perpetuating  autocracy.  "The  [tribal]  government  has 
taken  control  over  everything.  We  have  to  show  them  we're  going  to  take 
back  power  so  our  government's  no  longer  dictators  to  us,"  he  said. 

In  her  election  appeal,  Fairbanks  argued  that  because  Ellis  spent  part 
of  the  last  year  in  federal  prison,  he  failed  to  fulfill  the  residency 
requirement.  RBC-appointed  conservation  judge  Dohn  Herrera  is  scheduled 
to  hear  the  appeal. 

The  MCT  election  ordinance  requires  a candidate  to  "have  resided  on  the 
reservation  district  of  his/her  candidacy'  for  at  least  12  months  prior 
to  the  vote.  For  more  than  five  weeks  of  that  period,  Ellis  was  an 
inhabitant  of  Leavenworth  Federal  Penitentiary,  where  he  served  a 90  day 
sentence  for  his  role  in  a $1.1  million  insurance  scam. 

Fairbanks  further  maintained  that  Ellis  compounded  his  "blatant 
disregard  of  the  Election  Ordinance"  by  presiding  over  an  RBC  meeting  which 
she  said  wrongly  certified  both  Ellis  and  former  Chair  Alfred  (Tig) 
Pemberton  as  candidates.  Pemberton  was  convicted  in  April  on  several 
federal  felony  charges.  The  MCT  constitution  cites  felony  conviction  and 
malfeasance  as  two  of  the  causes  for  removal  from  office. 

"It  stands  to  reason,"  states  Fairbanks'  appeal,  "that  any  person  who 
'shall'  be  removed  from  office  for  cause,  shall  also  not  be  certified  as 
being  eligible  for  office,  and  that  in  having  the  power  and  authority  to 
certify  himself,  would  constitute  a form  of  government  which  would  harbor, 
breed  and  protect  self-serving  and  criminal  behavior. 

And  on  the  reservation  whose  elections  have  become  synonymous  with 
fraud,  defeated  White  Earth  chairman  Darrel  (Chip)  Wadena  asked  his 
appointed  election  appeals  judge  to  order  new  elections  due  to 
"substantial  and  grave  irregularities"  on  the  part  of  his  hand-picked 
election  board. 


Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr. 


Leech  Lake  Rez 


"RE ; Challenge"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Dun  1996  23:16:24  GMT 

From:  "Wesley  Westphal."  <warrior(3DIGITAL .NET> 

Sub j : Challenge 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I haven't  been  on  the  "net"  in  a while  to  offer  anything  challenging  and 
I can  tell  a lot  of  you  are  getting  bored  because  there  is  not  a lot  of 
traffic. 

SO  - the  challenge  is  HOW  CAN  WE  ? 

Last  Thursday  and  Friday,  many  of  us  participated  in  a National  Native 
American  Prayer  Day.  I even  got  some  of  my  Air  Force  co-harts  involved  and 
they  spread  the  word.  No  one  will  ever  know  just  how  many  individuals 
participated  in  the  Prayers,  but,  I can  tell  you,  the  Spirit  was  powerful 
in  Florida,  so,  there  must  have  been  many,  many,  many. 

H-O-W-E-V-E-R 

There  was  no  mention  of  the  spiritual  gatherings  and  prayers  on  any, 

(excuse  me)  A-N-Y  news  agency  nationally  or  locally.  No  television,  newspaper, 
radio,  etc..  Yes,  I know  that  our,  or  at  least  my,  spiritual  activities 
or  beliefs  are  not  for  others.  Each  must  go  to  Creator,  Spirit,  The  Great 
Mystery,  etc.,  in  their  own  way.  But,  the  significance  of  what  we  were  doing 
was  not  mentioned,  or  possibly  not  even  thought  of  by  those  who  can  help  us  - 
the  media. 

In  today's  paper,  and  on  the  evening  news  (local  and  national),  there  was 
a lot  of  coverage  about  the  1,000  demonstrators  at  the  White  House  gates 
protesting  the  use  of  animals  in  medical  experiments. 

How  much  coverage  does  Leonard  Peltier  get?  How  many  people  have  signed 
his  petitions,  written  letters,  made  phone  calls?  National  news?  Local  news? 

The  Million  Man  March,  which  many  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  participated, 
received  national/international  coverage  for  W-E-E-K-S  before  the 
event . 

How  much  coverage  does  The  Long  Walk  in  the  Southwest  get?  National  news? 
Local  news? 

A little  14  year  old  girl  was  lost  down  here  for  two  days.  TONS,  TONS  of 
coverage  nationally  and  locally. 

A 15  year  old  Native  boy  was  beaten  within  inches  of  his  life,  with 
many  people  standing  around  as  witnesses.  National  news?  Local  news? 

The  state  of  Florida  is  going  to  pay  the  descendants  of  23  Black  families 
many  bucks  ($12.5  M)  to  compensate  damage  done  by  whites  in  the  1920's.  Lots 
of  local  news,  a big  mention  in  the  national  news. 

Have  you  guessed  what  the  challenge  is?  I'm  not  just  looking  for  the 
media  major  types  - even  engineers  can  come  up  with  some  creative  ideas 
(and  some  of  them  actually  work  - aaayyyy) . 

We,  the  Peoples  of  the  Earth,  Native  Americans,  American  Indians, 

Indians,  Choctaws,  Chickasaw,  Apache,  Pequot,  et  al.,  need  to  start  getting 
"our"  message  out  to  the  populace.  Not  just  the  dirty  laundry.  The  White 
guys  are  doing  a good  enough  job  at  that.  No,  not  the  hate  stuff.  We  have 
to  start  putting  our  feet  out  there  for  folks  to  "walk  in  our  moccasins" 
and  get  an  idea  of  what  we  are  and  how  we  became  what  we  are. 

SO  - 

Let's  do  some  serious  brainstorming  (I  know  it's  the  summer  and  you're 
on  break)  and  get  something  moving  here.  All  constructive  ideas  should 
be  submitted.  No  idea  is  dumb  - that  may  be  the  idea  we  have  been  waiting 
for . 

L-E-T-'-S  M-A-K-E  S-O-M-E  N-E-W-S!!!! 

wesley  j.  p.  westphal  ii 
warrior@digital . net 

"RE;  Economic  Boycott  of  Indian  Territories"  


Date:  Thu,  20  Dun  1996  17:36:01  -0400 
From:  mnation@axess.com 

Sub j : Economic  Boycott  of  Indian  Territories  (U.S.  House  Bill  Amendment) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Istook/Visclosky  Amendments 
Background 

Native  Americans  have  traditionally  been  exempt  from  state  laws,  including 
payment  of  state  sales  and  excise  taxes.  Unfortunately,  many  reservations 
have  extended  this  tax  exemption  to  non-Indians  purchasing  goods  on 
reservations.  Not  only  does  this  give  Indian  retailers  an  unbeatable 
price  advantage  over  retailers  who  collect  taxes,  but  states  losing 
critical  revenue  as  well.  New  York,  for  example,  estimates  it  loses 
$90-120  million  each  year  from  tax-free  sales  to  non-Indians. 

Several  states  have  agreements  with  tribes  to  collect  state  taxes  on 
reservation  sales  to  non-Indians,  but  other  states  have  met  with  strong 
tribal  resistance  to  any  such  attempts.  Although  the  Supreme  Court  ruled 
that  states  can  require  tribes  to  collect  and  remit  state  taxes  on  goods 
sold  by  Indians  to  non-Indians,  the  Court  also  said  that  states  may  not 
bring  a lawsuit  against  a tribe.  In  effect,  states  have  a right  to 
collect  these  taxes,  but  no  remedy  when  the  Native  Americans  fail  to  do 
so. 

The  federal  government  has  exacerbated  this  problem  by  placing  land  into 
trust  for  tribes  and  funding  grants  for  new  tribal  retail  facilities, 
which  further  erode  a state's  tax  base  and  create  unfair  market 
conditions.  The  Istook/Visclosky  amendments  would  prohibit  such  grants  or 
new  land  trusts  unless  the  tribe  and  state  reach  an  agreement  for 
collecting  taxes  on  sales  to  non-Indians. 

Reasons  to  Support  the  Istook/Visclosky  Amendments 

Rather  than  contributing  to  the  problem  by  placing  land  into  trust  for 
tribes  or  awarding  grants  to  tribes  that  refuse  to  collect  state  taxes  on 
sales  to  non-Indians,  these  amendments  will  guarantee  that  the  federal 
government  does  not  take  action  to  further  erode  a state's  tax  base. 

The  amendments  would  protect  non-Indian  retailers  from  unfair 
competition.  State  excise  taxes  on  motor  fuel  range  from  7.5  cents  to 
81.5  cents  per  pack.  Because  these  taxes  comprise  such  a large  percentage 
of  the  product's  cost,  it  is  impossible  for  a non-Indian  retailer  to 
compete  against  an  Indian  retailer  that  does  not  collect  the  taxes. 

The  amendments  will  strengthen  state's  efforts  to  negotiate  an 
agreement  with  tribes  to  collect  and  remit  state  taxes  on  goods  sold  to 
non-Indians . 

The  Istook/Visclosky  amendments  are  a modest  attempt  to  collect  taxes 
due  from  non-Indians.  The  amendments  only  advocate  collection  of  state 
taxes  to  non-Indiansj  the  sovereign  rights  of  Native  Americans,  including 
their  right  to  be  exempt  from  state  taxes,  is  still  protected.  The  amount 
of  funding  for  Indian  development  programs  is  not  affected. 

Project  funding  through  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
and  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  is  extremely  competitive.  The  amendments 
will  guarantee  that  only  projects  that  do  not  disrupt  the  free  enterprise 
system  or  further  erode  a state's  tax  base  will  be  funded.  By  limiting 
recipients  of  federal  funds,  the  amendments  will  reward  those  tribes  who 
have  reached  agreements  with  states  to  collect  taxes  due  on  non-Indian 
sales . 

Amendment  Provisions 

Offered  by  Rep.  Istook  to  amend  the  Interior  Appropriations  bill  - 
Prohibits  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  from  transferring  any  land  into  a 
trust  for  a tribe  unless  the  Secretary  of  Interior  has  been  informed  that 
a binding  agreement  is  in  place  between  that  tribe  and  the  appropriate 
state  and  local  official(s)  that  the  tribe  will  collect  and  pay  state  and 
local  sales  and  excise  taxes  on  purchases  made  by  non-reservation  members, 
for  as  long  as  the  land  is  held  in  trust. 

Offered  by  Rep.  Visclosky  to  amend  the  Interior  Appropriations  bill  - 


Prohibits  the  Department  of  the  Interior  from  using  funds  to  assist  Indian 
tribes  in  constructing  retail  facilities  unless  the  Secretary  of  Interior 
has  been  informed  that  a binding  agreement  is  in  place  between  that  tribe 
and  the  appropriate  state  and  local  official(s)  that  the  tribe  will 
collect  any  pay  state  and  local  sales  and  excise  taxes  on  purchases  made 
by  non-reservation  members,  for  as  long  as  the  retail  facility  is  in 
operation . 

Offered  by  Rep.  Visclosky  to  amend  the  VA/HUD  and  Independent  Agencies 
Appropriations  bill  - Prohibits  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  from  using  funds  to  assist  Indian  tribes  in  constructing 
retail  facilities  unless  the  Secretary  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
has  been  informed  that  a binding  agreement  is  in  place  between  that  tribe 
and  the  appropriate  state  and  local  official(s)  that  the  tribe  will 
collect  and  pay  state  and  local  sales  and  excise  taxes  on  purchases  made 
by  non-reservation  members,  for  as  long  as  the  retail  facility  is  in 
operation . 

Groups  Supporting  the  Istook/Visclosky  Amendments 

NATSO,  Inc.,  representing  America's  travel  plazas  and  truckstops  National 
Association  of  Convenience  Stores  Petroleum  Marketers  Association  of 
America  Society  of  Independent  Gasoline  Marketers  of  America 


Explanation 

They  are  proposing  a change  in  the  law,  they  want  it  changed  to  this. 

With  regards  to  trust  lands,  the  Government  is  not  to  sign  over  these 
lands  unless  there  is  a pre-agreement  on  tax  collection.  This  will  make 
sure  that  Indians  will  not  be  allowed  to  have  commerce  unless  they  have 
prior  agreements  to  tax  collection  schemes  - effectively  this  is  economic 
boycott  of  Native  Territories. 

Update 

Amendment  one  was  to  be  introduced  by  Congressman  Istook  Dune  12.  The 
amendment  was  introduced,  accepted,  and  added  to  the  House's  Interior 
Appropriations  Bill  for  FY1997.  It  is  not  law,  but  we  should  begin  now  to 
work  against  it. 

The  general  procedure  for  what  happens  next  on  the  Interior  Appropriations 
Bill  is  as  follows:  1.  The  bill  now  goes  to  the  Federal  Government's 
print  shop  for  the  purpose  of  being  adding  the  attached  amendments, 
including  amendment  one. 

2.  The  amended  bill  will  then  go  to  the  House  Leader's  Office.  The  House 
Leader  (Congressman  Dick  Arney,  R-TX)  will  place  the  bill  on  the  House 
Calendar  for  the  actual  date  the  bill  will  be  brought  before  the  full 
House  of  Representatives  for  a vote.  There  is  no  set  time  frame  for  this 
action . 

The  other  two  amendments  sponsored  by  Congressman  Visclosky  were  not  added 
to  the  Interior  of  the  VA/HUD  Appropriations  Bills. 

Contact  for  more  information: 

Akwesasne  Anti-Tax  Steering  Committee  518-358-3241  fax.  518-358-3243 
Native  Business  Association  800-877-8682  fax.  716-549-0099 

Mohawk  Nation  Office  514-635-5595  fax.  514-635-5351 

mnation@axess . com 

"RE : PBI  Reports/Dune  1996"  

Date:  Sat,  22  Dun  1996  15:37:20  -0600 
From:  adixon@web.apc.org 
Sub  j : PBI  Reports,  Dune  1996 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Following  is  the  text  of  the  Dune  PBI  Project  Bulletin  report  of  the 
North  America  Project. 

This  report  is  divided  into  three  parts: 

1.  A Visit  to  Ipperwash 


2.  Update  on  Banriene  Lake 

3.  An  Interview  with  Harry  Wawatie  (also  from  Barriere  Lake) 
All  of  these  may  be  freely  reprinted,  please  give  credit 

to  PBI.  For  more  information  about  the  North  America  Project, 
contact : 

Alan  Dixon 
27  Third  Ave. 

Ottawa,  ON  K1S  235 

(613)230-4123 

adixon@web.net 


A Visit  to  Ipperwash 

Last  September,  police  shot  and  killed  Anthony  "Dudley"  George  during  a 
confrontation  with  a group  of  native  people  occupying  Ipperwash  Provincial 
Park.  At  that  time,  the  North  America  Project  made  a brief  visit  and 
decided  to  support  other  groups  who  were  already  working  in  the  area.  Over 
the  past  months,  we  have  been  encouraged  to  consider  a more  active 
involvement,  and  a NAP  team  spent  four  days  in  the  area  at  the  end  of  May. 

A Short  Summary  of  the  Conflict 

The  immediate  conflict  dates  from  1942  when  the  Stoney  Point  Reserve  was 
taken  by  the  federal  government  under  the  War  Measures  Act  for  a military 
base.  The  twenty  two  families  who  had  lived  at  Stoney  Point,  an  area  of 
2240  acres,  were  forcibly  relocated  to  the  nearby  Kettle  Point  Reserve. 
Many  eventually  moving  away,  since  they  were  relocated  onto  swamp  land. 

The  terms  of  the  appropriation  were  that  the  land  would  be  returned 
after  the  war,  but  that  promise  was  not  fulfilled.  At  the  time  of  the 
relocation,  the  government  offered  $50,000  in  compensation  for  the 
relocation.  Over  the  years,  protests  to  the  government  resulted  in 
additional  money  being  paid  - in  1980  $2.4  million  in  compensation  was 
given  to  the  Kettle  and  Stony  Point  Band  Council  for  this  purpose. 

In  May  1992  a group  of  Native  people  began  occupying  part  of  the 
military  base.  In  1994  the  federal  government  announced  plans  for  its 
return.  On  Duly  30th  1995,  the  army  abandoned  the  camp  completely  after 
being  forced  out  before  the  date  they  had  planned  to  move  out.  The 
occupiers  identify  themselves  as  the  Stoney  Point  people,  even  though  they 
are  not  recognized  by  the  federal  government  as  an  independent  band.  The 
Stoney  Pointers  say  that  they  are  ones  to  whom  the  land  should  be  returned 
In  opposition  to  this,  the  Kettle  Point  Band  Council  had  been  negotiating 
for  the  land's  return  as  a part  of  a combined  Kettle  and  Stony  Point 
reserve. 

On  September,  4th,  1995  about  35  Native  people  occupied  Ipperwash 
Provincial  Park.  It  is  a small  park  located  in  one  corner  of  the  base,  and 
it  had  closed  for  the  season.  The  occupiers  said  that  the  park  had  been 
built  on  a sacred  burial  ground  and  belongs  to  the  Stoney  Point  people.  On 
Sep  6,  a confrontation  between  the  OPP  and  the  occupants  resulted  in  the 
death  of  one  of  the  occupiers,  Anthony  (Dudley)  George,  killed  by  a shot 
from  the  OPP. 

Details  of  the  events  surrounding  the  shooting  varied  widely  at  the  time 
The  OPP  claimed  that  they  had  been  responding  to  a local  disturbance,  had 
been  set  upon  by  armed  natives,  and  fired  only  in  self-defence.  The  native 
people  claimed  that  the  OPP  had  intentionally  attacked  them  with  a well- 
armed  riot  squad,  and  that  they  themselves  were  unarmed.  A few  weeks  after 
the  shooting,  a Special  Investigations  Unit  (SIU)  that  investigates  all 
police  shooting  began  their  work.  It  has  taken  a long  time,  but  a report 
is  expected  to  be  published  soon. 

Ipperwash  Park  has  not  opened  to  the  public  this  year.  A week  after  the 
shooting,  the  federal  government  revealed  documents  supporting  the  native 
claim  to  the  burial  ground. 

Over  the  winter,  many  of  the  Native  people  involved  in  the  incidents  of 
Duly  30  and  Sep  6 of  last  year  have  been  served  with  notice  of  trials  for 
small  and  rarely  used  criminal  charges.  This  has  greatly  angered  them,  as 
it  shows  a familiar  bias  in  the  justice  system.  These  charges  not  only 
serve  to  distort  public  perception  of  the  incident  and  focus  attention 
away  from  the  underlying  injustices  that  gave  rise  to  the  incident,  they 


are  a form  of  harassment  of  those  charged,  some  of  who  are  having 
difficulty  finding  resources  to  defend  themselves  in  court. 

On  May  28,  one  of  the  native  men  charged  in  the  September  shooting 
incident  was  acquitted.  On  May  29  an  article  was  published  by  the  Toronto 
Star  that  gave  evidence  of  a secret  emergency  meeting  held  by  the 
provincial  Interministerial  Committee  for  Aboriginal  Emergencies  on  Sep  5. 
The  reason  for  the  meeting  was  the  occupation  of  Ipperwash  park  the  day 
before  - the  implication  was  that  the  shooting  of  Dudley  George  the  day 
after  was  a direct  result  of  a political  decision  from  high  up. 

The  Current  Situation 

The  federal  government  and  representatives  from  both  the  Kettle  Point 
Band  Council  and  the  Stoney  Pointers  are  in  negotiations.  It  is  not  clear 
whether  this  will  succeed  in  transferring  official  control  of  the  base 
back  as  Native  land.  The  status  of  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  is  also  not 
clear,  but  is  presumably  up  for  negotiation. 

At  the  same  time,  there  is  an  ongoing  land  claim  (since  November  1992) 
for  West  Ipperwash.  This  is  some  370  acres  of  beach-front  property  of  the 
Kettle  Point  reserve  that  had  been  sold  under  questionable  conditions 
around  1928.  There  is  a smaller  portion  of  Stoney  Point  in  similar 
conditions.  The  non-Native  community  now  living  in  West  Ipperwash  are 
afraid  of  losing  their  property  and  are  organized  by  the  Ontario 
Federation  for  Individual  Rights  and  Equality  (ON-FIRE).  The  president  of 
ON-FIRE  is  one  of  these  residents. 

According  to  everyone  we  spoke  to,  there  is  a lot  of  tension,  aggression 
(verbal  and  physical),  threats  and  assaults  going  on  in  the  two  Reserves 
and  the  white  community  in  between  them.  Stoney  Pointers  told  of  how  a box 
of  nails  had  been  scattered  on  their  road,  and  of  people  yelling  out  their 
windows  as  they  drive  by.  Local  residents  spoke  of  Native  people 
threatening  them.  Local  business  and  employment  is  suffering  because  of 
the  reduction  of  tourism.  A Kettle  Point  man  told  of  how  a white  resident 
had  tried  to  provoke  him  into  a fight  while  having  a camcorder  tape  the 
incident . 

Relations  between  the  Kettle  Point  and  Stoney  Point  Reserves  has  not 
been  good.  The  Kettle  Pointers  (who  include  some  of  the  previous  Stoney 
Pointers)  consider  Stoney  Point  to  be  a part  of  their  community,  and 
appear  to  have  had  their  own  hopes  for  the  use  of  the  returned  land.  The 
Stoney  Pointers  who  are  currently  occupying  the  land  are  clear  that  they 
are  a separate  First  Nation  and  have  not  been  well  taken  care  of  by  Kettle 
Point.  Both  sides  say  that  history  supports  their  claims,  and  our  research 
indicates  that  this  is  probably  true. 

PBI-NAP's  Involvement 

Our  goal  for  this  visit  was  primarily  to  contact  all  the  different  groups 
to  introduce  PBI,  and  to  offer  our  services  as  observers  and  reporters.  We 
found  that  trust  was  a significant  issue  - for  example,  we  were  told  by 
the  Stoney  Pointers  that  several  undercover  police  had  come  at  different 
times  claiming  to  want  to  help.  It  is  a particularly  sensitive  time 
because  of  many  impending  trials  stemming  from  events  of  last  Dune  and 
September,  and  people  are  concerned  about  how  reports  and  information  may 
be  used  against  them. 

Nevertheless,  during  the  four  days  we  spent  there,  we  were  able  to  have 
interviews  with  many  people  from  all  the  major  groups  involved.  The 
interviews  gave  us  a small  insight  into  the  complexity  of  the  conflict  - 
the  ongoing  low-level  conflicts,  as  well  as  the  potential  for  a violent 
escalation.  Potential  flash-points  include  the  release  of  the  SIU  report, 
future  trials  and  legal  processes,  and  confrontations  over  the  park.  These 
hover  like  lids  on  a kettle,  waiting  to  boil  over  again.  We  hope  that  a 
PBI  team  will  be  able  to  offer  a useful  non-partisan  observer  presence  in 
the  area  to: 

- help  the  rebuilding  of  trust  between  the  various  parties  and 
deter  further  violent  incidents 

- nurture  the  space  for  a just  resolution  that  hears  and 
addresses  the  valid  concerns  of  all  parties 


[from  Peace  Brigades  International  Dune  Project  Bulletin] 

Barriere  Lake  Update 

In  the  April  Project  Bulletin,  we  described  a conflict  taking  place 
involving  the  Algonquins  of  Barriere  Lake,  who  live  in  Rapid  Lake,  Quebec, 
Canada.  This  conflict  involves  both  a division  within  the  Algonquins,  as 
well  as  disputed  interests  of  outside  parties.  Within  the  Algonquins,  the 
split  has  both  family  lines  of  division,  as  well  as  political  differences. 
These  political  differences  have  an  impact  on  important  issues  to  outside 
parties,  the  most  important  being  land  and  the  fate  of  a co-management 
agreement  [see  April  96  Project  Bulletin]. 

On  one  side  are  supporters  of  the  previous  chief,  Dean-Maurice  Matchewan, 
and  his  successor,  Harry  Wawatie,  most  of  who  live  in  Rapid  Lake.  Although 
Harry  Wawatie  was  selected  as  chief  in  a traditional  ceremony,  he  is  not 
recognized  by  either  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs,  nor  the  opposing 
side,  known  as  the  IBC.  In  Dan  1996,  this  Interim  Band  Council  (IBC)  was 
recognized  by  DIAND  as  the  official  representatives  for  the  band  until  the 
conflict  could  be  resolved,  on  the  basis  of  a petition  that  had  been 
circulated  during  the  previous  months. 

On  Apr  11,  Harry  Wawatie' s side  presented  a proposal  for  a fact- 
finding/mediation process.  After  a series  of  public  demonstrations  by  the 
residents  of  Rapid  Lake  that  included  several  days'  occupation  of  the 
lobby  of  the  DIAND  offices,  the  process  was  accepted  by  both  DIAND  as  well 
as  the  IBC.  The  process  involves  Dudge  Rejean  Paul  as  chief  mediator,  with 
the  participation  of  two  elders  from  outside  the  Algonquin  community,  one 
chosen  by  each  side.  The  mediation  team's  mandate  has  two  parts:  writing 
down  the  band's  electoral  custom,  and  addressing  the  social  conflicts 
within  Rapid  Lake. 

An  initial  difficulty  involved  the  IBC's  selection  of  an  elder,  but 
since  then  things  have  been  moving  forward  smoothly.  To  date  (Dune  7),  the 
mediation  has  been  working  chiefly  on  the  electoral  custom.  They  have 
worked  through  several  drafts,  getting  feedback  from  the  community  via 
questionnaires.  A concern  has  been  raised  about  the  legal  implications  of 
adopting  an  electoral  code,  which  could  affect  the  band's  relationship 
with  Indian  Affairs  and  subsequent  claims  under  section  35  of  the 
constitution . 

The  North  America  Project's  involvement  over  these  past  two  months  has 
been  one  of  monitoring  progress.  We  interviewed  Harry  Wawatie  in  April 
about  the  history  of  his  community  and  the  custom  of  leadership  selection. 


[Harry  Wawatie  was  chief  of  the  Algonquins  of  Barriere  Lake 
in  the  late  70's,  and  was  recently  chosen  by  one  part  of 
the  community  as  chief.] 

PBI  Interview  with  Harry  Wawatie,  April  16,  1996. 

PBI:  What  is  the  traditional  process  for  choosing  leaders 
[amongst  the  Algonquins  of  Barriere  Lake],  and  how  were  you 
chosen  to  become  chief? 

[Note:  Harry  refers  to  himself  as  "we"  in  responding  to  this 
question.  I didn't  ask  him  why  - it  might  just  be  a way  of 
talking  from  the  Algonquin  language  (his  first  language),  or  may 
have  to  do  with  the  fact  that  leadership  is  in  many  ways  a shared 
responsibility  between  the  chief  and  his  wife.] 

H:  In  1957,  that's  when  we  were  officially  recognized  as  a 
leader.  It's  not  an  overnight  job,  it  took  a few  years  before  we 
became  chief.  When  we  were  first  chosen,  we  were  just  named  as 
that  we  were  going  to  be  a future  leader  for  the  community. 

It  took  two  years.  In  our  language,  we  say  if  you  choose  a tree 
for  some  purpose,  we  blaze  it,  like  a mark.  So  that's  what  they 
did  for  us,  and  this  one  elder  announced  it  to  the  community, 
explaining  a lot  about  forming  the  leadership.  The  reason  they 
did  that  is  so  that  the  community  can  look  at  these  leaders,  look 
at  who  their  next  leader  is  going  to  be,  to  watch  him.  Everybody 


looks  at  him j how  they  behave,  what  kind  of  a future  it's  going 
to  be.  They  looked  at  us  for  a long  time,  to  see  if  anything  was 
wrong,  or  if  we  were  involved  in  bad  behaviour. 

The  community  never  found  any  faults  against  us,  so  then  it 
became  official  - then  that's  when  we  were  elected,  we  were 
chosen.  That's  not  an  elective  council,  it's  a natural  election. 

In  1957  that's  when  we  became  official,  but  they  didn't  allow  us 
to  take  the  leadership  for  a few  years,  for  training. 

So  then,  in  1957,  that's  when  the  federal  government  claimed  the 
land  settlement  and  it  was  about  three  times  the  size  of  what  it 
is  now.  And  then  in  1961  they  never  gave  us  back  our  full 
reserve,  just  59  acres. 

PBI:  Where  were  you  living  before  that? 

H:  We  were  living  in  Barriere,  there  were  some  houses  there  at 
that  time.  The  reason  we  moved  closer,  was  because  we  wanted  to 
get  the  services  - there  was  no  road  there  at  that  time.  There 
was  some  logging,  but  they  never  did  clear-cuts,  at  that  time 
they  used  horses. 

Back  in  1954,  still  there  was  not  that  much  damage  to  the  land. 
But  then  they  invented  this  big  machinery,  and  trucks,  those  big 
machines  that  cut  logs  that  they  have  today  there.  That's  when 
they  started  damaging  lands  and  forestry  and  all  that,  and  the 
territory,  it  didn't  last  20  years  and  it's  all  clearcut  and 
there's  just  a few  places  now  that  are  left,  that's  all  that  we 
are  trying  to  protect,  the  little  leftover,  that's  what  we  try  to 
depend  on. 

So,  anyway,  trying  to  get  back  to  the  background,  we  built  that 
community,  it  was  us  that  built  our  community.  That  first  year  in 
1961,  we  were  getting  houses,  first  we  had  in  two  years.  Then 
1964,  or  65,  we  had  better  housing,  and  that's  when  they  started 
to  build  the  school,  in  our  community. 

PBI:  Did  the  kids  go  to  school  before  that? 

H:  There  were  some,  not  too  long  ago,  that  were  sent  to  a 
boarding  school.  All  that  distance  from  our  community,  finally 
the  parents  weren't  too  happy  to  see  their  kids  go  there,  go  that 
far  for  a long  period  of  time.  They  had  just  a short  visit  with 
them  in  the  summer,  a few  weeks. 

So  when  we  had  a school,  that's  when  they  brought  a little  bit 
more  of  services,  better  roads,  better  housing,  and  better 
school,  and  finally  we  were  getting  pretty  good  services  then. 

And  then  the  problems  began  increasing,  every  year.  Larger 
funding  came,  more  projects.  I don't  know  what's  going  to  happen 
next . 

PBI:  Do  you  think  there's  any  possibility  of  writing  down  what 
the  traditional  practice  of  selecting  leaders  would  be? 

H:  I don't  know  if  they  (DIAND)  would  pay  attention,  because  of 
all  these  allegations,  all  these  problems.  Well,  it  could  be 
possible,  to  write  those  things. 

PBI:  Are  there  any  traditional  ways  of  solving  problems  if  two 
groups  both  claim  to  be  the  leader? 

H:  Yes,  that's  what  I talked  about  last  night.  I told  them  [the 
IBC]  what  our  intention  was,  what  we  are  planning  to  do.  I even 
told  them,  it's  not  the  court  that's  going  to  resolve  the  problem 
that  they  create,  it's  them,  and  they  have  to  come  up  with 
solutions . 
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Ingram-Mooto  Project  Update 

The  Ancient  Forests  of  Ingram,  Mooto,  and  Ellerslie  Lakes  are  at  the  heart 
of  the  of  the  largest  temperate  rainforest  ecosystems  remaining  on  Earth. 
Currently  a campaign  is  under  way  to  spotlight  the  proposed  clearcut  logging 
that  is  planned  for  this  area  in  1997  by  Western  Forest  Products.  The 
following  is  an  update  on  the  project  and  a call  for  support  from  people 
world  wide. 

On  May  25th  construction  of  a cabin  was  begun  at  the  head  of  Spiller  channel 
where  Ingram  Falls  empties  into  the  sea.  The  cabin  is  serving  as  a place  for 
Heiltsuk  families  and  visitors  to  come  together  to  learn  about  the  ecology 
and  traditional  uses  in  the  area.  School  groups,  teachers,  photographers, 
and  families  have  been  making  trips  to  the  Lakes  weekly  to  help  with  the 
construction  of  the  camp,  and  enjoy  fishing,  swimming,  and  exploring. 

Sometime  between  Dune  7-9  a helicopter  pad  recently  constructed  by  the 
survey  crew  for  Western  Forest  Products  was  destroyed.  The  survey  crew  has 
since  relocated  the  pad  a short  distance  down  Spiller  Channel. 

Culturally  Modified  Trees  (CMTs)  have  been  identified  on  the  south  side  of 
Polallie  Creek  where  it  empties  into  Ingram  Lake.  Stone  fish  traps  at  the 
mouth  of  Ingram  Creek  also  provide  testament  to  the  fact  that  the  area  has 
always  been  an  important  harvesting  area  for  the  Fleiltsuk  people.  The  area 
continues  to  be  used  for  hunting  and  trapping.  All  of  this  indicates, 
contrary  to  Western  Forest  Products'  claims,  that  the  area  is  extremely 
important  culturally  to  the  Heiltsuk  people. 

AN  URGENT  CALL  FOR  SUPPORT 

The  Vickers  Family  of  Bella  Bella  is  asking  for  supporters  to  come  to  Bella 
Bella  and  the  camp  at  Ingram-Mooto.  Areas  of  support  include  networking, 
media,  construction,  informal  wildlife  surveys,  tree  climbing,  ecological 
education,  and  general  camp  support.  Trips  from  the  village  to  camp  have 
been  leaving  every  Saturday,  and  when  ever  there  is  enough  people  available 
to  make  a trip. 

People  who  plan  to  be  actively  involved  with  camp  operations  for  a couple  of 
weeks  will  have  their  expenses  covered  from  Bella  Bella  to  the  camp. 

Additional  travel  costs,  such  as  ferry  expenses  from  Port  Hardy  to  Bella 
Bella,  may  be  covered  for  people  who  are  willing  to  commit  to  a month  or 
more  at  camp.  Once  again  we  are  in  desperate  need  of  support  from  people 
outside  the  community  of  Bella  Bella  in  order  to  stop  the  logging  that  is 
planned  for  this  great  rainforest. 

Donations  needed:  $$$,  climbing  equipment,  large  walled  tents,  canoes, 
kayaks,  VHF  radios,  lap  top  computer,  outboards. 


The  task  of  leadership,  the  first  task  of  concerned  people,  is  not  to 
condemn  or  castigate  or  deplore;  it  is  to  search  out  the  reason  for 
disillusionment  and  alienation,  the  rationale  of  protest  and 
dissent- -perhaps,  indeed,  to  learn  from  it. 

- Robert  Kennedy 


Peter  Ronald 
impulse@islandnet . com 
Vox:  604.361-2610 
Fax:  604-361-3682 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NATIVELIT,  EIRP,  AISESnet,  INDIAN-ROOTS, 
NATCHAT  & NATIVE-L  listservers;  UUCP  & Genie  email; 

Newsgroups : apc.indig.canada,soc. culture. native , alt . native, alt . activism 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"The  honor  of  one  is  the  honor  of  all.  The  defeat  of  one  is  the  defeat 
of  all.  Don't  let  a defeat  make  you  disappear.  Your  key  to  success  will 
be  your  total  effort.  It  is  important  to  remember  our  life  is  a gift  from 
the  Creatorj  and  what  we  do  with  our  life  is  our  gift  to  the  Creator." 
_Makoce  Tekihila  (Billy  Mills),  Oglala  Lakota 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
t Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

! | 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe,  | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  | 

[ of  the  Republic  I 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

[ States  Constitution,  j 

j so  that  my  forefathers  | 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

My  comments  this  issue  are  for  people  who  will  probably  never  read  them, 
and  if  these  people  do  read  these  words  they  will  probably  deny  or  ignore 
them.  I offer  them,  anyway,  in  the  hope  that  one  eye,  one  heart,  one  life 
will  open. 

My  wife  and  I were  at  a gathering  this  weekend,  where  a petition  was 
being  circulated  to  stop  a wolf  kill.  These  petitions  should  never  be 
necessary.  I know  the  spirit  of  the  wolf,  and  there  can  be  no  good  reason 
for  one  spirit  to  extinguish  that  of  another  simply  because  it  happens  to 
be  "in  the  way  of  'progress'". 

A member  of  our  warrior  society  had  returned  from  a archaeological  dig. 

He  was  among  those  invited  there  to  "do  the  right  thing",  as  the  bones  of 
ancestors  were  loaded  into  boxes  for  storage  at  a university.  Maybe  this 
token  involvement  satisfies  the  laws  of  the  dominant  society,  but  it  is 
not  the  "right  thing".  It  is  never  right  to  interrupt  the  Sacred  journey 
of  these  ancestors. 

A friend  spoke  of  a mother  bear  and  cub  that  crossed  her  property  to  go 
to  their  feeding  grounds  until  some  "sportsmen"  ambushed  them  on  a state 
highway,  out  of  season.  The  "sportsmen"  didn't  even  take  all  the  meat  and 
robe.  If  they  were  hungry  and  killed  to  live,  I could  understand.  If  they 
were  cold  and  took  the  robe  to  survive  the  nights,  I could  understand.  I do 
not  understand  callous,  wanton  slaughter.  Neither  does  Creator. 

If  you  are  among  those  this  message  is  intended  for  and  someone  does  take 
pity,  hands  this  message  to  you,  and  asks  you  to  consider  the  things  you  do 
I pray  you  will.  You  also  believe  another  lie,  and  I will  tell  you  death 
bed  confessions  do  not  absolve  you  from  the  things  you  do  in  your  earth  walk 
The  shame  you  bring  to  yourself  here,  and  hide  from  others  is  carried  like  a 
lantern  for  all  to  see  when  this  walk  is  ended. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  feat 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- A Warrior  Crosses  Over 

- Erasing  DeSoto's  Footprints 

- Appeal:  Help  for  Bare  Wisdom 

- Believing  a Dream 

- Republish: 

Lakota  Declaration  of  War 

- Returning  to 

the  Place  of  Your  People 

- Clayoquot  Blockade 

- New  Battle  at  the  Little  Bighorn 

- Towns  in  Transition 

- Finding  Aide,  5 Tribes 

- New  Publication  of  Native  Plays 

- Poem:  Remembering  Veterans 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : A Warrior  Crosses  Ov 


red  in  this  issue  

Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Dune  26th  Hearing  on  ICWA 

- Dudge  Gives 

Nuxalk  Suspended  Sentences 

- Pace  of  Voisey's  Bay  Mine 

- Wampanoag  Barred  from  Canada 

- NYS  Deprives  Mohicans  of  Remains 

- Action:  Mitsubishi's  B.C.  Pit  Mine 
- New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy 

- Native  America  Calling  Schedule 

- Ancient  Use  of  Tobacco 


Date:  Thu,  4 Duly  96  09:00  -0500 


From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 
Sub j : A Warrior  Crosses  Over 


genie  email 

David  Goyette  Passes  Over 

On  Dune  24,  Native  Americans  lost  a dedicated  teacher  and  activist, 

David  Goyette.  What  follows  is  a digested  version  of  the  obituaries 

that  appeared  in  the  Tampa  Tribune  (online  edition)  and  the  St.  Petersburg 

newspaper. 

David  Goyette  died  at  the  age  of  43  at  the  Bayfront  Medical  Center  in 
St.  Petersburg,  FL,  apparently  of  a heart  attack. 

David  was  Mohawk,  originally  from  New  York  and  Washington,  DC.  He 
was  a state  leader  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  and  was  the  first 
chairman  of  the  Florida  Indian  Alliance.  Among  David's  accomplishments 
while  leading  the  Alliance,  were  the  establishment  of  programs  to  deal 
with  substance  abuse,  AIDS  awareness,  emergency  housing,  support  for 
Indian  prisoners,  vocational  rehabilitation,  and  midwifery/teen 
pregnancy. 

He  was  particularly  active  in  recent  years  in  some  successful  protests 
against  celebrations  of  European  conquest  of  the  Americas,  and  he 
unsuccessfully  petitioned  the  St.  Petersburg  city  council  to  rename  the 
Columbus  Day  Holiday. 

Another  of  his  enduring  contributions  to  understanding  of  Native  issues 
was  his  creation  of  the  Red  Sticks  Press,  available  nationwide  and 
in  Canada. 

He  was  employed  as  a merchant  seaman  and  is  survived  by  his  mother, 
wife  and  a daughter.  His  family  requested  memorial  contributions  be 
made  to  the  Louis  Hall  Memorial  Fund,  P.O.  Box  732,  Kahnawake  Mohawk 
Territory,  Quebec,  Canada,  D0L1B0. 

"RE : Erasing  DeSoto's  Footprints"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Duly  96  08:35  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : ERasing  DeSoto's  Footprints 

genie  email 

Dames  Duncan,  Bird  Clan  Cherokee  of  Tahlequah,  OK,  called  last  night  and 
left  us  a fax  updating  us  on  his  latest  walk.  You  may  remember  Dames  for 
his  walk  in  1995  with  his  family  and  other  supporters,  on  what  he  called  "The 
Trail  of  Doy,"  a backward  retracing  of  the  Cherokee  Trail  of  Tears  from 
Oklahoma  to  New  Echota,  GA. 

This  year,  his  walk  retraces  the  path  of  DeSoto  from  the  site  of  his  death 
southeastern  Arkansas  and  back  along  the  route  to  where  he  started  in 
Tampa  Bay.  He  will  be  planting  a tree  of  life  in  each  state  DeSoto  passed 
through,  leaving  death  in  his  wake.  The  walk  began  May  11  in  Arkansas  City. 
He's  near  Wynne  AR  now,  having  walked  634  miles.  After  40  days  walking 
Arkansas,  he  will  spend  10  walking  across  Mississippi,  20  crossing 
Alabama,  7 crossing  the  NW  corner  of  Georgia,  12  in  Tennessee,  6 
crossing  North  Carolina,  12  crossing  South  Carolina,  20  crossing 
Georgia  again,  and  20  crossing  Florida.  His  journey  is  slated  to  end 
November  28,  1996  at  the  Madira  Bickle  Mound  Site  in  Palma  Sola,  FL. 

He  will  have  walked  a total  of  2855  miles. 

Dames  Duncan  says  of  his  journey: 

"If  the  'Trail  of  Tears'  and  subsequent  removal  was  the  end  for  the  people 
of  the  southeast,  then  DeSoto's  journeys  were  the  beginning  of  the  end 
of  a way  of  life  that  lasted  for  hundreds  of  thousands  of  years.  We  have 
always  said  "since  the  beginning  of  time,  we  have  always  been  here."  We 
will  also  be  traveling  to  the  Nations  along  the  way  to  visit  with  the  Elders 
and  the  children  to  share  the  visions  (for  it  is  with  the  children  that 
our  future  exists)  and  to  call  for  a great  Gathering  of  the  people.  We  are 
losing  our  young  ones  to  the  modern  world  at  an  alarming  rate,  many  are 


not  seeing  the  beauty  of  their  heritage  and  traditions  that  bind  them 
together  and  to  our  Mother,  Mother  Earth.  It  is  our  hope  that  this 
journey  along  with  visiting  with  the  elders  and  the  children,  we  can  regain 
the  understanding  and  appreciation  of  each  other  that  once  made  us  a great 
people. " 

"Our  only  source  of  funding  for  this  Journey  is  by  the  kind  and  loving 
gifts  given  by  you  and  others  like  you  who  care.  We  wish  to  extend  our 
heart  felt  appreciation  and  thanks  to  you  all  for  your  past,  current, 
and  future  support  in  this  effort.  Contributions  may  be  sent  to  the 
address  below.  In  faith,  I come  to  you,  in  accord  with  the  spirits  of 
our  ancestors  and  creator." 

lames  Duncan 

RR  2,  Box  2233,  Thayer,  MO  65791 

— "RE:  Appeal:  Help  for  Bare  Wisdom"  

Date:  Tue,  2 lul  1996  12:33:02  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Wolf  McSherry  <wolf@wolfsden.org> 

Sub j : Appeal  for  help  for  Bare  Wisdom 

UUCP  email 

Dear  Friends, 

I am  writing  on  behalf  of  an  organization  that  has  worked  many  good 
things  for  native  peoples  across  America.  Bare  Wisdom,  Incorporated , is  a 
non-profit  group  based  in  Lynchburg,  Virginia.  I have  been  proud  to  watch 
this  group  grow  over  the  last  three  years  since  their  founding,  because 
they  are  truly  dedicated  to  serving  the  People. 

I am  troubled,  though,  that  my  friends  at  Bare  Wisdom  are  faced  with 
severe  financial  problems.  Their  director,  out  of  her  kindness,  has 
already  gone  deeply  in  debt  to  help  finance  the  group's  operations  --  but 
she  is  not  able  to  continue.  Bare  Wisdom  needs  our  prayers  and 
support...  and  here  is  why: 

Bare  Wisdom  has  taken  a strong  stand  for  the  religious  freedoms  of 
incarcerated  Native  American  people.  The  group  was  recently  endorsed  by 
the  Virginia  Council  of  Churches,  saying  that  Native  spiritual  elders 
should  be  afforded  the  same  visitation  rights  as  clergy  members  from 
Christian  churches.  Bare  Wisdom  has  also  joined  the  ACLU  in  taking  the 
penal  system  to  court  for  violations  of  the  religious  freedoms  of  Native 
inmates . 

The  group  is  an  active  supporter  of  Leonard  Peltier  and  recently  helped  to 
coordinate  and  raise  support  for  the  Spiritual  Ride  for  Justice. 

They  have  spearheaded  the  local  collection  of  food,  clothing,  and  school 
supplies  to  help  those  brothers  and  sisters  in  need  on  the  Pine  Ridge  and 
Big  Mountain  reservations. 

The  group  sponsors  monthly  meetings  for  the  sharing  of  knowledge  and 
wisdom,  and  recently  held  Virginia's  first  Unification  Conference  to 
invite  all  Native  (and  non-Native)  peoples  to  come  together  and  begin 
resolving  their  differences  peacefully. 

In  addition,  the  group  publishes  a newsletter  that  is  currently  available 
upon  request  to  any  interested  person.  With  a circulation  in  38  states, 
the  letter  has  become  a wonderful  vehicle  for  sharing  information. 

Though  they  ask  an  $8/year  donation  to  cover  costs,  no  one  is  refused 
for  inability  to  pay. 

The  group  serves  as  a liaison  and  clearinghouse  for  many  other 
organizations  in  the  area,  including  Common  Ground,  FAIR,  and  Virginia's 
Explore  Park,  and  has  played  a role  in  helping  Virginia's  Monocan  people 
to  regain  their  land,  build  a museum,  and  fund  scholarships. 


I could  go  on  at  length  about  the  good  that  these  folks  do,  but  for  the 
sake  of  brevity  I will  now  bring  the  bad  news.  After  three  years  of  such 
dedication,  the  group  is  in  a painful  transitional  phase.  Their 
volunteers  are  burning  out,  and  traditional  funding  sources  are  drying  up. 
While  the  group  has  some  promising  opportunities  on  the  horizon  for 
renewed  funding  and  volunteer  support,  they  need  short-term  help  to  solve 
an  immediate  crisis. 

Simply  put,  then,  I would  humbly  ask  all  of  my  brothers  and  sisters  to 
join  in  supporting  Bare  Wisdom  in  their  quest  to  serve  the  People.  Please 
join  us  in  offering  prayers  to  the  Great  Spirit,  that  a way  may  be 
provided  for  Bare  Wisdom  to  continue  doing  its  good  work.  For  those  who 
are  able  to  do  so,  donations  are  also  humbly  requested.  You  may  send  your 
tax-deductible  contribution  to  Bare  Wisdom  at  2820  Linkhorne  Drive,  #194  , 
Lynchburg,  VA  24503. 

For  more  information,  please  send  electronic  mail  to 
<bw-help@bare-wisdom.org>.  You  may  also  visit  the  Bare  Wisdom  homepage  at 
http://www.bare-wisdom.org/ . 

Wolf's  Den  Educational  Services  (www.wolfsden.org)  is  pleased  to  sponsor 
Bare  Wisdom's  Internet  access,  and  we  will  continue  to  share  developments 
through  the  Bare  Wisdom  homepage. 

Once  again,  I humbly  thank  you  all  for  your  prayers  and  support  for  my 
friends  at  Bare  Wisdom.  Pila  miya  yelo! 

For  the  People, 

Wolf  McSherry 

Wolf's  Den  Educational  Services 
http://www.wolfsden.org/ 

"RE : Believing  a Dream"  

Date:  Tue,  25  Dun  1996  11:21:29  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  cherokee@wolfenet.com 
Sub j : Believing  a Dream... 

UUCP  email 

"The  Issue  is  not  an  issue  of  Indian  Rights... it  is  the  much  larger  one 
of  whether  American  liberty  can  be  preserved...  when  those  of  us  who  never 
were  Indians  and  never  expected  to  be  Indians  fight  for  the  cause  of 
Indian  self-government,  we  are  fighting  for  something  that  is  not  limited 
by  the  accidents  of  race  and  creed  and  birth... we  are  fighting  for  what 
Las  Casas  and  Victoria  and  Pope  Paul  III  called  the  integrity  or  salvation 
of  our  souls... We  are  fighting  for  what  Defferson  called... the  basic 
rights  of  man."  Felix  Cohen,  Durist . . . 1949 

Believing  a Dream 

Today  I saw  courage ...  and  heart... in  a young  man  who  stood  in  the 
rain ...  hungry ...  unable  to  find  shelter ...  but  who  refused  to  give  up... who 
refused  to  stop  believing  in  his  dream... I saw,  honor. . .rare. . .unseen  these 
days  by  those  who  play  weekend  warriors ...  play  Indians ...  Those  who  profess 
to  understand  First  Nations .. .Who  speak  the  words  without  the  heart... I saw 
sacredness  today... I saw  what  First  Nations  stands  for... 

I saw  a young  man  who  has  been  poor  all  his  life... whose  only  Dream  in 
life  is  to  be  a attorney  for  the  People... to  fight  for  the  People... Who  has 
starved .. .who  has  been  hospitalized  from  malnutrition  because  he  was  too 
proud  to  ask  for  help. 

I talked  to  him  today... a Dreamer .. .full  of  hope... who  was  wet, 
hungry. .tired. . .and  I offered  him  a way  out.. to  quit... to  go  home... to  just 
take  a year  off  college  until  he  could  get  back  on  his  feet  again... and  his 
reply  was... "I  cannot  quit... I still  Believe  the  Dream." 

I've  watched  this  child  of  light  grow  into  a man  determined  to  help  his 
First  Nations  People. . .1 've  watched  him  work  with  the  poor... the 
elderly. . .the  sick... and  fight  the  white  culture  bureaucratic  system  to 
obtain  benefits  for  them... I've  seen  him  take  his  own  gas  money  to  drive  a 
single  mother  and  her  children  to  the  welfare  office  and  demand  she  be 


given  food  stamps  for  her  children. 

I've  seen  honor. .HONOR. .. .and  I do  not  see  this  often.... I do  not  see 
those  who  profess  to  help  First  Nations  come  forth  and  do  so... I do  not  see 
it.  I am  tired  of  the  words. .TIRED. . .They  mean  nothing. . .and  I remember  my 
Lakota  Grandmother  telling  me  of  how  many  times  she  has  been  lied  to... lied 
to... with  promises  of  help. . .promises  to  come  back... and  they  never 
do... they  never  do... like  all  who  come  to  First  Nations  and  promise  to  help. 

I say  to  you... I am  tired... sick  and  TIRED  of  First  Nations  being 
used... being  promised  so  many  things  and  having  to  watch  the  hungry  eyes  of 
children  on  the  reservations.  I am  SICK  and  TIRED  of  only  13  cents  out  of 
every  dollar  in  tax  money  actually  reaching  the  mouths  of  my  People. 

I am  fed  up  with  people  who  go  to  designer  sweats  and  playing  weekend 
warrior  Indian  in  their  search  for  social  climbing  status... I am  fed  up 
with  those  who  profess  to  love  us  never  sending  a can  of  corn  to  feed  a 
hungry  grandmother. .. Lies. . LIES. . .all  LIES... and  I cannot  believe  anymore 
in  People  who  speak  the  lies.. and  do  NOTHING .. nothing  to  help  the  People. 

I have  sat  here  for  two  years. . .teaching. .. refusing  money ...  standing  on 
my  ethical  belief  and  honor  of  giving. .giving. .as  all  of  First  Nations  in 
Honor  will  do... and  I see  nothing. . nothing  but  empty  words... to  help... and 
I look  around  and  I see  no  food  on  the  table  of  the  People... I do  not  see 
the  cracks  in  a house  plastered  over  to  save  a Grandmother  from  the  Dakota 
winds  that  will  freeze  her... 

I was  offered  not  long  ago  a large  amount  of  money  to  sell  out  some 
beliefs... I turned  it  down... That  means  nothing  either... I am  not  a 
hero.. but  I knew  one  thing  in  my  life. .ONLY  one  thing. . .that  unless  a 
person  has  honor ...  unless  they  walk  it... instead  of  just  talking  it... then 
they  are  NOTHING. .NOTHING. . .and  cannot  stand  in  honor  at  a sacred  fire. 

Had  I the  ability  to  change  things  now  I would... for  this  young  man  who 
is  starving. . .who  someday  will  become  a great  leader  of  First  Nations ...  and 
I hold  onto  the  only  thing  I can... that  it  is  for  purpose... I told  someone 
just  now.. He  is  on  a Vision  Quest .. .without  any  support... I thought,  of 
course,  they  would  make  it  hard  for  him... as  it  is  with  all  Great  Leaders. 

I told  someone... I have  never  seen  a rich  Spiritual  Medicine  Man... NEVER 
in  my  entire  life... only  sick  ones.. poor  ones... who  die  early. . .who  have  no 
materialistic  things  in  life.  But.. they  die  in  HONOR... and  I know  they 
soar  with  the  eagles... and  someday  I pray... that  this  young  man  will 
realize  the  lessons  he  is  learning. .. by  holding  onto  his  dream... by  still 
Believing. . and  someday  when  he  leads  a First  Nation  I know  that  he  will  be 
stronger  for  this  day  of  hunger. 

I offered  him  help.... he  politely  refused ...  saying  I can  do  this 
thing... I still  can  do  this  thing  because  I believe. . .and  I'll  never  give  up 

I just  told  someone  dear  to  me.... If  I had  one  thing  in  my  life  that  I 
regret... I think  it  is  that  I taught  him  Honor... and  they  softly  said  to 
me... if  he  did  not  have  honor  he'd  be  just  like  the  rest  of  the  superficial 
ones  than  come  and  do  nothing. . . . 

I stand... in  honor  of  my  Son. . . . Dim. . .who  stands  in  Alaska  alone  right 
now  still  Believing. .. a Traditionalist  who  fights  for  the  People... and  I 
just  wanted  to  share  the  lesson  he  taught  me  today. . .that  Honor  is 
Everything. .. Everything. .. a ' ho  Believe  the  Dream 

"RE : Republish:  Lakota  Declaration  of  War"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Dun  96  11:08:38  -0600 
From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps"  < jdc@onr . com> 

Sub j : Republish:  Lakota  Declaration  of  War 

UUCP  email 
Hau ! 

It's  been  a long  time,  although  I still  am  in  touch  through  your  newsletter. 
I would  like  to  ask  you  to  re-post  something  that  is  becoming  more  and  more 
relevant  as  more  and  more  "plastics"  are  being  exposed.  I know  you  have 
posted  this  before,  but  will  you  once  again,  for  all  to  see,  put  this  in  the 
next  issue  of  Wotanging  Ikche? 

Thanks,  D.D.K.  Chipps 


Help  recall  the  Medals  of  disHonor 


At  the  Lakota  Summit  V,  an  international  gathering  of  US  and  Canadian 
Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  Nations,  about  500  representatives  from 
40  different  tribes  and  bands  of  the  Lakota  unanimously  passed  a 
"Declaration  of  War  Against  Exploiters  of  Lakota  Spirituality." 

The  following  declaration  was  unanimously  passed  on  Dune  10,  1993. 

-=  Declaration  of  War  Against  Exploiters  of  Lakota  Spirituality  =- 


Whereas 

Whereas 

Whereas 


Whereas 

Whereas 

Whereas 

Whereas 

Whereas 

Whereas 

Whereas 

Whereas 


Whereas 


Whereas 


Whereas 


we  are  conveners  of  an  ongoing  series  of  comprehensive  forums 
on  the  abuse  and  exploitation  of  Lakota  spirituality;  and 
we  represent  the  recognized  Lakota  leaders,  traditional  elders, 
and  grassroots  advocates  of  the  Lakota  people;  and 
for  too  long  we  have  suffered  the  unspeakable  indignity  of  having 
our  most  precious  Lakota  ceremonies  and  spiritual  practices 
desecrated,  mocked  and  abused  by  non-Indian  "wannabes",  hucksters, 
cultists,  commercial  profiteers  and  self-styled  "New  Age  shamans" 
and  their  followers;  and 

with  horror  and  outrage  we  see  this  disgraceful  expropriation 
of  our  sacred  Lakota  traditions  has  reached  epidemic  proportions 
in  urban  areas  throughout  the  country;  and 

our  Sacred  Pipe  is  being  desecrated  through  the  sale  of  pipestone 
pipes  at  flea  markets,  powwows  and  "New  Age"  retail  stores;  and 
pseudo-religious  corporations  have  been  formed  to  charge  people 
money  for  admission  into  phony  "sweatlodges  and  vision  quest" 
programs;  and 

sacrilegious  "sundances"  for  non-Indians  are  being  conducted 
by  charlatans  and  cult  leaders  who  promote  abominable  and 
obscene  imitations  of  our  sacred  Lakota  sundance  rites;  and 
non-Indians  have  organized  themselves  into  imitation  "tribes" 
assigning  themselves  make-believe  "Indian  names"  to  facilitate 
their  wholesale  expropriation  and  commercialization  of  our 
Lakota  traditions;  and 

academic  disciplines  have  sprung  up  in  colleges  and  universities 
institutionalizing  the  sacrilegious  imitation  of  our  spiritual 
practices  by  students  and  instructors  under  the  guise  of 
educational  programs  in  "shamanism";  and 

non-Indian  charlatans  and  "wannabes"  are  selling  books  that 
promote  systematic  colonization  of  our  Lakota  spirituality;  and 
the  television  and  film  industry  continues  to  saturate  the 
entertainment  media  with  vulgar  sensationalist  and  grossly 
distorted  representations  of  Lakota  spirituality  and  culture 
which  reinforce  the  public's  negative  stereotyping  on  Indian  people 
and  which  gravely  impair  the  self-esteem  of  our  children;  and 
individuals  and  groups  involved  in  the  "New  Age  Movement," 
in  the  "men's  movement,"  in  "neo-paganism"  cults  and  in  "shamanism" 
workshops  all  have  exploited  the  spiritual  traditions  of  our  Lakota 
people  by  imitating  our  ceremonial  ways  and  by  mixing  such  imitation 
rituals  with  non-Indian  occult  practices  in  an  offensive  and  harmful 
pseudo-religious  hodge-podge;  and 

the  absurd  public  posturing  of  this  scandalous  assortment  of 
pseudo-Indian  charlatans,  "wannabes,"  commercial  profiteers, 
cultists  and  "New  Age  shamans"  comprises  a momentous  obstacle  in 
the  struggle  of  traditional  Lakota  people  for  an  adequate  public 
appraisal  of  the  legitimate  political,  legal,  and  spiritual  needs 
of  real  Lakota  people;  and 

this  exponential  exploitation  of  our  Lakota  spiritual  traditions 
requires  that  we  take  immediate  action  to  defend  our  most  precious 
Lakota  spirituality  from  further  contamination,  desecration  and 
abuse; 


Therefore  We  Resolve  As  Follows: 

1.  We  hereby  and  henceforth  declare  war  against  all  persons  who  persist 
in  exploiting,  abusing,  and  misrepresenting  the  sacred  traditions  and 


spiritual  practices  of  the  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  people. 

2.  We  call  upon  our  Dakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  brothers  and  sisters  from 
reservations,  reserves  and  traditional  communities  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada  to  actively  and  vocally  oppose  this  alarming  takeover  and 
systematic  destruction  of  our  sacred  traditions. 

3.  We  urge  our  people  to  coordinate  with  their  tribal  members  living  in 
urban  areas  to  identify  instances  in  which  our  sacred  traditions  are 
being  abused,  and  then  to  resist  this  abuse,  utilizing  whatever  specific 
tactics  necessary  and  sufficient  - for  example:  demonstrations,  boycotts, 
press  conferences,  and  acts  of  direct  intervention. 

4.  We  especially  urge  all  our  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  people  to  take 
action  to  prevent  our  own  people  from  contribution  to  and  enabling  abuse 
of  our  sacred  ceremonies  and  spiritual  practices  by  outsiders;  for  as  we 
all  know,  there  are  certain  ones  among  our  own  people  who  are  prostituting 
our  spiritual  ways  for  their  own  selfish  gain,  with  no  regard  for  the 
spiritual  well-being  of  the  people  as  a whole. 

5.  We  assert  a posture  of  zero-tolerance  for  any  "white  man's  shaman" 
who  rises  from  within  our  own  communities  to  "authorize"  the  expropriation 
of  our  ceremonial  ways  by  non-Indians,  all  such  "plastic  medicine  men" 
are  enemies  of  the  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  people. 

6.  We  urge  traditional  people,  tribal  leaders,  and  governing  councils  of 
all  other  Indian  Nations,  as  well  as  all  national  Indian  organizations, 

to  join  us  in  calling  for  an  immediate  end  to  this  rampant  exploitation 
of  our  respective  American  Indian  sacred  traditions  by  issuing  statements 
denouncing  such  abuse;  for  it  is  not  the  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  people 
alone  whose  spiritual  practices  are  being  systematically  violated  by 
non-Indians . 

7.  We  urge  all  our  Indian  brothers  and  sisters  to  act  decisively  and 
boldly  in  our  present  campaign  to  end  the  destruction  of  our  sacred 
traditions,  keeping  in  mind  that  our  highest  duty  as  Indian  people:  to 
preserve  the  purity  of  our  precious  traditions  for  future  generations,  so 
that  our  children  and  our  children's  children  will  survive  and  prosper  in 
the  sacred  manner  intended  for  each  of  our  respective  peoples  by  our 
Creator. 


"RE : Returning  to  the  Place  of  Your  People"  

Date:  Tue,  02  Dul  96  12:07:27  EST 

From:  "Glen  WELKER"  <gwelker@mail . lmi . org> 

Sub j : Returning  to  the  Place  of  Your  People  (fyi  - Glenn) 

UUCP  email 

Here  is  an  interesting  look  at  one's  origins,  from  a friend  of  mine  who 
works  at  NASA/3PL  in  California.  It  tells  what  really  is  important  in  life. 
I thought  you  might  enjoy  it.  Thanks  Glenn 


http: //www. indians . org/welker/whitedog. htm 

How  can  one  return  to  a place  they  never  been  before.  Easy.  When  it's 
the  place  of  your  people.  I was  fortunate  enough  to  be  invited  back  to  a 
place  called  home.  A place  I never  been  before.  The  reservation  from  where 
my  father  is  from. 

While  I was  there  I was  introduced  to  friends  and  family.  How  could  they 
be  friends  that  I never  met?  I was  introduced  to  people  that  asked  me 
questions.  Lot's  of  questions.  For  two  days  I talked  and  talked  and  talked 
until  there  came  a time  when  I wasn't  allowed  to  talk  anymore.  I asked  my 
friend  why  they  won't  let  me  talk  anymore.  He  said,  "Because  Charley,  you 
have  passed.  If  you  didn't  pass  they  would  keep  you  talking  and  they  would 
say  nothing.  Now  you  must  shut  up  and  listen." 

They  said  things  that  went  into  my  head  like  tiny  Excederin  Time  Release 
Capsules.  Thoughts  that  would  not  take  meaning  until  months  later  would 
suddenly  release  and  I would  say  aloud,  "ohhh  that's  what  they  meant." 

After  reading  about  all  the  CHEROKEE  RELIGION  and  AMY  I INDIAN  topics  on 
the  board,  I wanted  to  add  something.  Yet  I couldn't  until  now,  and  even 
now  I can  only  add  my  own  story  for  I don't  know  if  it  relates  or  not. 


I am  Ojibway  and  German.  Indian  father , a corporal  in  the  US  Army,  met  my 
mother  during  World  War  II  and  he  brought  her  back  to  the  USA  after  the  war. 

My  brother  was  born  in  Germany.  My  Sister  in  the  US  off  the  rez.  And  I was 
born  in  California.  So  that  is  why  I had  never  been  back  home  to  the  Rez. 

When  I was  at  the  rez  I kept  voicing  my  concern  that  I should  not  learn 
the  Indian  ways  since  I am  only  half  blood.  Here  is  what  they  told  me, 

"Over  a hundred  years  ago,  a young  man  just  like  yourself  came  to  us.  He 
too  felt  bad  about  being  only  half  Indian.  So  we  decided  to  help  him  and 
drain  out  all  his  non-Indian  blood.  We  drained  half  of  his  blood  out. 

Not  long  after  that  he  died.  If  you  want  Charley,  we  can  do  the  same  for 
you.  But  we  have  learned  that  you  need  all  your  blood  in  order  for  you  to 
live. " 

Needless  to  say,  I have  not  had  a problem  since. 

All  this  talk  about  who  am  I or  I must  find  myself  and  such  is  BUNK.  If 
you  are  truly  lost  then  go  to  any  shopping  mall  in  the  United  States. 

Many  of  them  have  a big  slab  monolith  that  says,  "YOU  ARE  HERE."  From  that 
point  set  out  and  know  your  way.  My  center  is  at  the  Rez.  I never  lived 
there  but  it  is  home  for  me  as  they  made  me  feel  welcome  there. 

I got  to  thinking  about  what  they  said.  I have  never  heard  the  traditional 
people  talk  of  Whites,  Blacks,  Yellows,  or  even  Reds.  They  would  either  speak 
in  terms  of  family,  or  animals.  Human,  and  non-humans.  I have  never  heard 
them  talk  of  blood  quantums.  Only  of  children,  grand  children  and  the 
community. 

They  do  talk  about  outsiders.  Outsiders  are  those  outside  of  the  family, 
friends,  and  community  that  want  to  control,  make  change,  or  intrude  where 
they  are  not  welcome.  There  is  no  love  lost  for  these  outsiders.  Many  of 
the  outsiders  are  the  wannabees.  Wannabees  come  in  all  the  same  colors  above 
too,  yes  even  Indian.  The  key  is  outsider. 

Personal  agenda's.  Ego,  Self -indulgent-gratification  also  can  make  one  an 
outsider.  So  people  try  to  influence  others  by  claiming  Indian  heritage  for 
themselves.  But  what  about  their  brothers  and  sisters? 

Want  to  know  my  blood  quantum?  I'll  tell  you  I have  all  the  blood  I need 
to  stay  alive.  In  fact  I even  have  a pint  or  so  I could  donate. 

If  you  ask  me  what  is  my  blood?  I'll  tell  you  "A  Positive". 

If  you  ask  me  who  do  I think  I am?  I'll  tell  you,  just  a man  trying  to  lead 
a good  life.  A grateful  life.  A life  in  beauty. 

If  you  call  me  names?  Then  I'll  give  you  a few  more  more  you  may  not  have 
thought  of  including:  ignorant,  foolish,  husband,  and  average. 

If  you  want  to  know  of  my  family?  Then  I'll  introduce  my  lovely  wife,  my 
father  and  mother,  my  brother  and  sister  and  even  my  in  laws  too. 

If  you  ask  me  am  I Indian?  Then  I'll  say,  "I  was  born  Indian.  Hopefully 
I'll  die  Indian  too." 

But  if  you  ask  me  all  those  questions,  beware,  for  I will  know  more  about 
you  than  you  know  about  me.  As  they  said,  "There  comes  a time  when  you 
should  stop  talking...  and  start  listening." 

--Charles  Phillip  Whitecoyote 
EMAIL:  Whitecoyote@IPL.NASA.GOV 

"RE : Clayoquot  Blockade"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Dun  1996  08:21:26  GMT 
From:  yacinfo@mars.ark.com  (ernie  yacub) 

Sub j : Clayoquot  Blockade  (fwd) 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. Canada, soc . culture. native, alt . native 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Mon,  24  Dun  1996  22:18:04  -0800 

From:  Friends  of  Clayoquot  Sound  <focs@web.apc.org> 

To:  yacinfo@mars . ark. com 

After  two  and  one-half  days  of  blockading  logging  operations  in 
Clayoquot  Sound,  the  Friends  of  Clayoquot  Sound  and  Greenpeace  have  agreed 
to  temporarily  suspend  the  blockades  pending  the  outcome  of  talks  between 
all  parties.  The  following  two  news  releases  describe  the  setting  up  of  the 
blockades  and  the  joint  statement  issued  by  Friends  of  Clayoquot, 


Greenpeace,  and  the  Nuu-Chah-Nulth  First  Nations  which  led  to  the  temporary 
suspension . 

Our  position  has  not  changed  from  that  which  led  to  the  setting  up  of 
the  blockades  and  we  must  be  ready  to  resume  them  at  any  time.  We  need  your 
help  for  this.  Let  us  known  if  you  could  support  the  resumption  of  the 
blockades.  We  will  keep  you  informed  on  how  the  situation  develops. 

You  can  reach  us  at:  phone  - (604)  725-4218;  fax  - (604)  725-2527 
or  e-mail  us  at  focs.web.apc.org 

Please  read  the  following  news  releases  and  call  us  if  you  have  questions. 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

ACTIVISTS  BLOCKADE  LOGGING  OPERATION  IN  C LAYOQUOT  SOUND 
Protest  Highlights  Ongoing  Destruction  of  Temperate  Rainforest 

(TOFINO,  B.C.)  Thursday,  20  Dune,  1996  - Activists  from  Greenpeace  and  the 
Friends  of  Clayoquot  Sound  today  are  blockading  a logging  operation  in 
Clayoquot  Sound,  using  the  Greenpeace  vessel  MV  Moby  Dick  and  inflatable 
boats.  Three  activists  are  chained  to  the  log  loader,  which  is  used  to  load 
logs  onto  trucks  to  be  taken  out  of  Clayoquot. 

The  blockade  occurs  almost  one  year  after  the  Science  Panel's 
recommendations  for  Clayoquot  were  adopted  by  the  B.C.  government.  The 
protest  is  designed  to  highlight  ongoing  destructive  logging  by  both 
International  Forest  Products  (Interfor)  and  MacMillan  Bloedel.  Contrary  to 
recommendations  by  the  Science  Panel,  MacBlo  has  already  begun  clearcutting 
one  of  Clayoquot 's  pristine  valleys. 

"Canadians  have  a right  to  know  that  Clayoquot  Sound's  rainforests  are 
still  being  destroyed.  A year  after  the  Science  Panel,  the  pristine  areas 
remain  on  the  chopping  block,"  said  Karen  Mahon  of  Greenpeace.  "The 
band-aid  solutions  that  have  been  tried  in  Clayoquot  have  not  worked.  We 
need  to  protect  the  rainforest  valleys  before  we  lose  them  forever." 

Greenpeace  and  the  Friends  of  Clayoquot  Sound  are  calling  for  full 
protection  of  all  the  remaining  pristine  rainforest  areas  in  Clayoquot 
Sound.  MacMillan  Bloedel  is  currently  logging  in  the  Bulson  watershed  in 
Clayoquot  Sound,  an  area  that  government  reports  consider  pristine. 

According  to  the  Science  Panel,  no  logging  should  occur  in  the  pristine 
areas . 

"Logging  has  slowed  down  in  Clayoquot  Sound,  but  the  companies  are  still 
doing  extreme  damage  as  they  creep  silently  into  the  pristine  watershed  of 
the  Bulson,"  said  Valerie  Langer  of  the  Friends  of  Clayoquot  Sound.  "Its 
time  to  get  our  priorities  straight  and  restore  salmon  habitat  instead  of 
destroying  it." 

Interfor  is  logging  in  Rolling  Stone  Creek  directly  adjacent  to  an  area 
where  they  were  recently  found  in  violation  of  the  Forest  Practices  Code 
(Sec.  63.2)  for  negligent  road  building  which  resulted  in  stream  damage.  As 
a result,  Interfor  was  fined  $10,000  but  the  Ministry  of  Forests  has  not 
released  this  information  to  the  public.  According  to  the  guidelines  of 
performance-based  logging  under  the  Forest  Practices  Code,  Interfor  should 
not  have  received  a permit  to  log  in  this  area  in  the  first  place.  However, 
they  are  currently  applying  for  further  permits  to  log  in  Rolling  Stone. 

"The  ongoing  destruction  of  Clayoquot  Sound  revealed  today  is  an 
international  scandal,"  said  Tzeporah  Berman  of  Greenpeace  International. 

"The  industry  and  government  have  led  the  world  to  believe  that  the 
controversy  is  solved.  We  will  ensure  that  customers  in  Europe  and  the  U.S. 
are  informed  of  the  continued  threat  to  Clayoquot 's  remaining  pristine 
rainforests . " 

For  more  information: 

Karen  Mahon  on  board  the  MV  Moby  Dick:  011  872  130  2403 

After  2:00  Valerie  Langer,  Tzeporah  Berman  or  Karen  Mahon  in  Tofino:  725-4218 
Tamara  Stark  in  Vancouver:  253-7701 

Note  to  Editors:  An  MoF  report  by  Alan  Chapman  lists  the  Bulson  watershed 
as  only  1.1%  impacted.  The  Science  Panel  defines  a watershed  as  pristine  as 
less  than  2%  impacted. 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

30INT  STATEMENT  OF  THE  NUU-CHAH-NULTH  FIRST  NATIONS,  GREENPEACE,  AND  THE 


FRIENDS  OF  CLAYOQUOT  SOUND. 


(CLAYOQUOT  SOUND)  Saturday  22  Dune,  1996  - Greenpeace  and  the  Friends  of 
Clayoquot  Sound  agreed  today  to  a temporary  suspension  of  the  blockades  in 
Clayoquot  Sound. 

Greenpeace  and  the  Friends  of  Clayoquot  Sound  acknowledge  our  breach  of 
protocol  for  not  discussing  our  activities  with  the  chiefs  of  the 
Nuu-Chah-Nulth  Central  Region  prior  to  the  protest. 

The  NCN  First  Nations  commit  to  facilitate  a meeting  with  all  parties  in 
two  weeks  to  address  the  concerns  of  the  protesters  and  work  towards 
finding  a solution  to  the  issues  that  led  to  this  conflict. 

All  three  parties  view  the  activities  this  week  as  a warning  to  government 
and  industry  that  change  needs  to  happen  faster  in  Clayoquot  Sound. 

The  Greenpeace  ship,  the  MV  Moby  Dick,  has  been  invited  to  remain  in 
Clayoquot  Sound  to  tour  the  area. 

For  more  information:  Tzeporah  Berman  on  board  the  MV  Moby  Dick 
011-872-130-2403 

Mary  MacNutt  at  Greenpeace  Vancouver  253-7701 

Valerie  Langer  at  the  Friends  of  Clayoquot  Sound  (604)  725-4218  or 
(604)  725-2600 

Chief  Councilor  Francis  Frank  (604)  725-3233  (tlaoquia@mail.port.island.net) 
Nelson  Keitlah  Co-chair  of  the  Nuu-Chah-Nulth  Tribal  Council  (604)  724-5757 

"RE : New  Battle  at  the  Little  Bighorn"  

Date:  Sun,  23  Dun  1996  10:46:15  -0400 
From:  "Dordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@dickshovel . com> 

Sub j : New  battle  at  the  Little  Bighorn 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

After  120  Years,  a New  Battle  at  the  Little  Bighorn 
NY  Times,  6.23.96 

Ever  since  George  Armstrong  Custer  led  250  calvarymen  to  crushing 
defeat  by  thousands  of  Cheyenne  and  Sioux  warriors,  the  Battle  of 
the  Little  Bighorn  has  resonated  as  a call  of  doomed  courage  to 
Custer's  admirers  and  a cry  of  bittersweet  victory  to  Indians. 

The  defeat  of  the  Seventh  Calvary  on  Dune  25,  1876,  led  the  Army  to 
redouble  its  force,  and  within  a few  years  the  Indians'  nomadic  life 
was  ended.  The  battlefield  itself  became  the  site  of  a monument  that 
honored  Custer  more  than  the  visitors. 

Now  the  superintendent  of  the  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  National 
Monument  is  a Mandan  Hidatsa  Indian  who  passionately  wants  to  make 
it  a more  welcoming  place  for  Indians.  But  he  is  finding  that  for 
many  on  both  sides  of  the  fight,  the  wounds  of  the  battle  continue 
to  be  tender. 

"This  represents  the  end  of  the  way  of  life  for  the  Indian  people," 
the  superintendent,  Gerald  Baker,  said  as  he  gestured  toward  the 
battlefield  in  the  rolling  hills  of  southern  Montana,  which  was 
crowded  with  tourists  on  a warm  afternoon  recently.  "When  Indian 
people  come  here,  they  cry  and  they  get  mad  for  the  loss  of  that  way 
of  life,  that  freedom.  It's  something  we'll  never  get  back.  That's 
what  this  place  is  for." 

With  that  in  mind,  Mr.  Baker  is  preparing  to  solicit  designs  for  a 
monument  to  be  built  on  Last  Stand  Hill  to  commemorate  the  deaths  of 
the  50  or  so  Indians  in  the  battle.  That  could  be  yards  from  a 
monument  to  Custer's  slain  calvarymen. 

Mr.  Baker  has  made  big  plans  for  the  120th  anniversary  of  the 
battle,  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday.  Whites  and  Indians  from  all  the 
tribes  in  the  battle  - Cheyenne,  Arapahoe,  Lakota,  as  well  as  the 
Arikira  and  Crow  who  fought  on  Custer's  side  - will  go  to  the 
monument  for  prayers,  a buffalo  feast  and  a ceremony  that  is 
generating  some  outrage.  The  Mandan  and  Flidatsa  were  not  involved. 

"We're  going  to  have  an  Attack  at  Dawn  ceremony,"  Mr.  Baker  said.  It 
will  be  on  Tuesday,  the  anniversary  of  the  day  Custer,  a former 


Union  general  in  the  Civil  War  who  was  then  a lieutenant  colonel, 
and  his  calvarymen  were  annihilated  when  they  attacked  an  Indian 
encampment  of  2,000  to  4,000  warriors. 

Indians  will  ride  horses  to  the  boundary  of  the  monument  at  daybreak, 
head  for  a mass  grave  where  200  soldiers  are  buried,  and  "count  coup"  by 
using  a stick  to  hit  a stone  obelisk  that  marks  the  grave.  Counting  coup 
was  an  Indian  tradition  in  which  warriors  proved  their  skill  and  courage 
by  striking  an  enemy  with  a special  stick. 

"I've  told  the  tribes,  'This  is  your  day,"  Mr.  Baker  said. 

He  has  invited  members  of  the  present  Seventh  Calvary  to  attend  a 
healing  ceremony  called  Wipe  Away  the  Tears  at  the  765-acre 
battlefield  on  the  Crow  Reservation.  But  Ma j . Gen.  Leon  Laporte,  who 
commands  the  First  Calvary  Division  at  Fort  Hood,  Tex.,  which 
includes  the  Seventh  Calvary,  said  through  a spokeswoman  that  his 
schedule  did  not  permit  him  to  attend. 

Members  of  several  groups  that  commemorate  the  calvary,  including 
the  Custer  Battlefield  Historical  and  Museum  Association,  contend 
that  Mr.  Baker's  program  insults  the  soldiers  who  dies. 

"Gerald  has  a crusade  going,  the  Indianization  of  the  battle,"  an 
editor  of  The  Custer  Little  Bighorn  Battle  Advocate,  Bob  Wells, 
said.  "He's  gone  way  overboard.  It  would  be  a serious  mistake  to 
plant  the  Indian  Memorial  anywhere  near  the  memorial  of  the  Seventh 
Calvary.  The  magnetism  and  the  dignity  of  that  monument  is  that  it 
occupies  that  hill." 

The  Attack  at  Dawn  also  riles  Mr.  Wells,  of  Malibu,  Calif.,  and  his 
colleagues,  who  accuse  Mr.  Baker  and  other  Indian  leaders  of  double 
standards.  "What  would  people  say  if  calvary  re-enactors  went  to 
Wounded  Knee  and  touched  the  monument  with  sabers?"  Mr.  Wells  wrote 
in  The  Advocate. 

[IS  Dill  - Oh  yes... the  7th  Cav.  should  return  to  Wounded  Knee  so  we 
could  strip  them  of  the  Medals  of  (dis)Honor  granted  for  that 
Massacre ...  any  comparison  between  Custer's  well  planned  blunder  and 
Wounded  Knee  underlines  historical  ignorance!] 

Mr.  Baker,  who  has  worked  three  years  at  the  battlefield,  said  that 
the  interpretation  at  the  monument  had  always  been  biased  and  that 
he  was  merely  trying  to  make  things  "more  user  friendly  for 
Indians . " 

He  is  supported  by  Indians  like  Steve  Brady,  a Northern  Cheyenne  in 
Lame  Deer  who  is  a consultant  to  the  tribe  on  sacred  sites.  "It's 
been  a long  time  coming,"  Mr.  Brady  said,  referring  to  the  changes 
in  the  battle  museum  that  show  what  happened  to  the  Indians  after 
the  battle.  "The  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  is  a sacred  site  because 
so  many  lives  were  lost  there." 

Mr.  Baker  said  he  followed  traditional  ways.  He  pointed  to  a braid 
of  sweet  grass  that  he  burns  in  his  office  for  protection  against 
negative  influences.  Along  the  Little  Bighorn,  on  the  monument 
grounds,  he  has  built  a sweat  lodge  where  he  prays. 

"If  it  weren't  for  the  sweat  lodge  and  the  sacred  objects,"  he  said, 

"I  don't  think  I would  survive  this  place.  It's  too  controversial . " 

Asked  whether,  under  his  leadership,  it  might  seem  that  Indians  are 
gloating  over  their  victory,  he  said:  "That's  right.  It's  about 
time. " 

[Indeed  it  is ...  ] 


Nvwhtohiyada . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  (4  Star  Magellan  site) 
http : //www. pobox. com/~jsd/fi rst nation s . html 
Wounded  Knee  Home  Page 
http : //www. pobox. com/~jsd/WKmasscre . html 

— "RE:  Towns  in  Transition"  - — 

Date:  Fri,  28  Dun  1996  15:55:10  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Pablo  Bellon  <pablob@coopext.cahe.wsu.edu> 

Sub j : CSREES-CONNEX>  Videoconference 


Mailing  List: 


EIRP  <EIRP%WSUVM1. BITNET@cmsa . Berkeley . EDU> 


TO  ASSURE  MAXIMUM  COVERAGE,  THIS  MESSAGE  IS  BEING  SENT  TO  MORE  THAN 
ONE  MAILING  LIST,  SO  YOU  MAY  RECEIVE  DUPLICATE  INFORMATION.  HAPPY 
DELETING! 


Set  your  video  recorder  for  Wednesday,  Duly  10,  at  4:15  p.m.  EST  if 
you  want  a free  copy  of  "Towns  in  Transition." 

The  30-minute  video  and  a companion  study  guide  titled  "Towns  in 
Transition:  Managing  Change  in  Natural  Resource-dependent  Communities" 
examine  the  experiences  of  three  towns  in  flux:  Tulelake,  California 
(farming);  Forks,  Washington  (logging);  and  Astoria,  Oregon  (fishing). 

The  educational  package  explores  the  stages  communities  tend  to  --and 
need  to--go  through  when  they're  adapting  to  change.  It  also  outlines 
important  roles  Extension  agents  and  other  formal  and  informal 
community  leaders  can  play. 

To  record  the  video  tune  to:  C-Band,  Telstar  402R,  transponder 
C20,frequency  4100.0  MHz  horizontal.  A copy  of  the  study  guide  is 
being  mailed  to  the  Extension  Service  director  in  every  state,  with  a 
request  to  make  it  available  to  the  appropriate  community  development, 
or  other,  specialist. 

The  project  is  being  conducted  by  an  Oregon  State  University  Extension 
Service  and  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  team  in  cooperation  with 
CSREES's  Agricultural  Telecommunications  Project. 

For  more  information  Oregon  State's  Department  of  Extension  and 
Experiment  Station  Communications  at  (541)  737-3311. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Dodi  Horigan  Ag  Box  0906 

Editor,  CONNEX  Washington,  DC  20250-0907 


Communications,  Information, 

and  Distance  Education  Internet:  jhorigan@reeusda.gov 

CSREES  Telephone:  202-720-6145 

Fax:  202-690-0289 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


"RE : Finding  Aide,  5 Tribes"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Dun  1996  08:04:28  -0500 
From:  berryj@Okway.okstate.edu  (Dohn  Berry) 

Sub j : Finding  Aide,  5 tribes 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN-ROOTS  cindian- roots@rmgate . pop . indiana . edu> 

To  all, 

I am  continuing  to  get  inquiries  about  this  so  here's  the  info. 

The  National  Archives,  Dallas/Ft.  Worth,  "Preliminary  Inventory  of 
the  Records  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  and  the  Muskogee  Area  Office; 
Record  Group  75  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs"  1992  is  available  by 
sending  $20.00  to: 

Dohn  Berry 

623  W.  Hillcrest 

Stillwater,  OK  74075. 

Home  (405)743-8360 

The  copy  cost  is  $16.00  for  double  sided  copy  of  338  p.,  the  copy 
will  come  velo-bound  w/  clear  cover  and  heavy  stock  backer.  The  item 
will  be  shipped  U.S.  Postal  Service  at  book  rate,  est.  to  be  approx. 
$3. XX  dollars.  Anything  over  the  cost  I can  refund  to  you,  or  donate 
it  in  your  name  to:  OSU  Native  American  Scholarship  Fund;  which  would 
be  tax  deductible,  you  should  receive  a letter  acknowledging  your 
donation,  from  the  University. 

This  work  contains  an  inventory  of  the  records  compiled  by  the 
Muskogee  Area  Office,  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Agency,  the  Dawes 
Commission,  and  the  U.S.  Indian  Inspector  for  Indian  Territory.  These 
include  more  than  8,000  cubic  feet  of  records  accessioned  by  the  U.S. 


National  Archives  - Southwest  Region  and  are  part  of  Record  Group  75, 

Records  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  Some  of  these  records, 
approx.  500  cubic  feet  are  stored  at  the  Oklahoma  Historical  Society 
in  Oklahoma  City,  OK.  Where  this  is  applicable  they  are  referenced. 

Types  of  records  include:  General  Records,  Records  of  the  Tribal 
Governments,  relating  to  enrollment,  relating  to  all  tribes,  relating 
to  tribal  citizenship  (Cherokee,  Choctaw,  Chickasaw,  Seminole,  Creek, 
Delaware),  identification  of  Mississippi  Choctaws,  to  surveys  and 
appraisals,  allotments,  tribal  townsitesj  records  from  the 
superintendent,  area  director.  Office  of  tribal  operations,  tribal 
attorneys.  Probate  solicitor,  field  solicitor,  relating  to  land, 
relating  to  intruders,  sale  of  unallotted  land,  coal  and  asphalt 
lands,  sale  of  allotted  land,  leases  (all  kinds),  tribal  revenues  and 
warrants,  finances,  and  records  of  the  field  offices  in  Ardmore,  OK, 

Durant,  OK,  Holdenville,  OK,  Okmulgee,  OK,  Stilwell,  OK,  Vinita,  OK 
and  Wewoka,  OK.  Includes  introduction,  7 appendices  and  index. 

If  you  are  still  interested  just  send  $20.00  and  will  mail  out  on 
receipt.  Best,  Dohn  Berry 

- — "RE:  New  Publication  of  Native  Plays" 

Date:  Fri,  28  Dun  1996  08:18:55  -0700 
From:  gbird@Rt66.com  (Gloria  Bird) 

Sub j : New  Publication  of  Native  Plays 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 

This  announcement  should  be  of  interest  to  scholars  and  students  of  native 
literature.  For  several  years,  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts  has 
published  anthologies  of  student  writing.  Over  the  past  few  years'  time, 
they  have  progressively  become  professional  publications.  A class  has  been 
developed  in  which  students  perform  as  editors,  select  the  work,  type  each 
selection  into  the  computers  and  do  lay  out.  Student  art  work  (painting 
and  drawings)  are  included  as  well  as  photography.  The  latest  anthology  is 
titled,  VOICES  AT  DAWN. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  IAIA  Creative  Writing  Department  has 
published  a separate  anthology  devoted  to  student  plays  by  native 
playwrights.  Under  the  mentorship  of  playwright,  William  Yellow  Robe, 

Dr.,  these  young  native  writers  have  been  given  the  opportunity  to  have  a 
full  production  of  their  plays  and/or  staged  readings  of  their  plays  in 
Santa  Fe,  NM.  After  three  years,  we  now  can  boast  a total  of  ten  new 
Native  American  playwrights.  This  is  the  second  collection  of  native  plays 
to  be  published  in  the  United  States  since  the  1980  publication  of 
Geiogamah's  <New  Native  American  Drama:  Three  Plays>,  and  is  a landmark  in 
native  literature. 

The  anthology  of  native  plays  is  titled,  GATHERING  OUR  OWN,  edited  by 
Dana  Dickerson  (Colville),  Brian  Lush  (Yankton  Dakota).  The  plays  were  all 
produced  May  16-19,  1996  in  Santa  Fe  at  The  Center,  and  include:  "Indian 
Game  Show,"  by  Wende  0.  Williams  (Navajo),  "Reunion,"  by  Terry  Gomez 
(Comanche),  and  "How  The  Gods  Kill  by  Dason  Begay  (Dine). 

ISBN:  1-881396-12-6.  For  information,  contact: 

Creative  Writing  Program 
Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts 
P.O.  Box  20007 
Santa  Fe,  NM  87504 

This  book,  and  others  in  the  series  are  available  to  the  trade  through 
Small  Press  Distribution,  1814  San  Pablo  Ave.,  Berkeley,  CA  94702. 

Gloria  Bird  Creative  Writing  Department 

Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts  (505)  986-5552 

St.  Michael's  Drive  gbird@RT66.com 

Box  20007 

Santa  Fe,  NM  87504 


RE:  Poem:  Remembering  Veterans 


Date:  14  Hun  1996  11:19:05  -0700 

From:  "Cindi  Page"  <Cindi . Page@quickmail . llnl . gov> 

Sub j : Remembering  Veterans 

REMEMBERING 

TODAY  ON  VETERAN'S  DAY 
AS  WE  PRAY  FOR  WORLD  FIGHTING  TO  CEASE 
IT  IS  A TIME  FOR  QUIET  REFLECTION 
OF  THOSE  WHO  PAID  THE  PRICE  FOR  PEACE 

WE  REMEMBER  THEM  IN  DIFFERENT  WAYS 
SPEECHES,  SONGS,  OR  A POEM 
WE  REMEMBER  THOSE  THAT  ARE  HERE  TODAY 
AND  THOSE  THAT  NEVER  CAME  HOME 

WE  MAY  FORGET  TO  MENTION  IT 
IT'S  SOMETIMES  HARD  TO  SAY 
THE  GRATITUDE  OF  A NATION 
IS  WHY  WE  GATHER  HERE  TODAY 

THERE  IS  A SILENT  MOMENT 
AFTER  TAPS  ARE  BLOWN 
IT'S  IN  THAT  PRECIOUS  SILENCE 
THAT  OUR  RESPECT  IS  SHOWN 

CINDI  PAGE  10/27/95 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/06/25  23:32 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  7-13 

IULAI 

(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

7 

Dance  joyously  in  the  memory  of  your  ancestors,  your  kupuna. 

8 

Life  is  all  around  us,  ...  and  within. 

9 

I weave  a lei  of  maile  leaves  to  celebrate  the  new  day! 

10 

My  flute  echoes  the  cry  of  the  wind. 

11 

The  mantis  pauses  for  a moment  in  its  journey  to  bless  those  it  encounters. 

12 

Night  passes  a veil  of  introspection  over  the  land. 

13 

To  welcome  the  future,  you  must  first  release  the  burdens  of  the  past. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Duly  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 


Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

From:  PMA  <sfaa@telepath . com> 

Sub j : 1997  Society  for  Applied  Anthropology  Annual  Meeting 
Mailing  List:  NativeWeb<nativeweb@thecity.sfsu.edu> 

METHOD  - POWER  - CHANGE 

APPLIED  ANTHROPOLOGISTS  TO  MEET  IN  SEATTLE,  MARCH  1997 

The  Society  for  Applied  Anthropology  is  planning  now  for  its  1997  Annual 
Meeting,  to  be  held  in  Seattle,  Washington,  next  March  4-8  at  the  Madison 
Renaissance  Hotel.  This  meeting  will  be  co-sponsored  by  the  Society  for 
Medical  Anthropology,  the  Council  on  Nursing  and  Anthropology,  and  the 
Political  Ecology  Society.  The  American  Ethnological  Society  will  be 
meeting  at  the  same  time  just  a few  blocks  down  the  street  at  the  Seattle 
Hilton . 

"The  meeting's  sponsorship  reflects  the  wide  range  of  subjects  where 
anthropologists'  insights  and  observations  today  are  put  to  good  use," 
according  to  Dr.  Edward  Liebow,  the  year's  Program  Chair  and  a senior 
scientist  at  the  Battelle  Seattle  Research  Center.  "Health  and  medicine, 
community  development,  environmental  resource  protection,  educational 
reform,"  Liebow  said,  "in  every  policy  domain  and  every  realm  of 
application,  from  agenda  setting  to  policy  making  and  program  evaluation, 
anthropologists  provide  methods  that  give  life  to  the  numbers,  examine 
critically  the  distribution  of  power,  illuminate  the  arc  of  change." 

ABSTRACTS  ARE  DUE  OCTOBER  15,  1996 

The  Program  Committee  especially  welcomes  contributions  on  international, 
regional,  and  local  perspectives  from  professionals  within  and  outside  the 
academy,  and  from  indigenous  communities.  Please  contact  the  Committee  at 
the  earliest  possible  date  to  share  your  ideas  and  plans  (Ed  Liebow: 
206.528.3311;  liebow@battelle.org) . 

SPECIAL  EVENTS 

Plans  are  underway  to  program  a full  slate  of  research  presentations, 
including  a major  symposium  jointly  sponsored  by  the  Societies  for  Medical 
Anthropology  and  Applied  Anthropology.  Also,  the  1997  meeting  will 
feature  film  and  video  screenings,  book  and  software  publishers'  exhibits, 
and  a chance  to  learn  more  about  the  applied  anthropology  graduate  programs 
available  at  a growing  number  of  universities.  Cash  prizes  will  be  awarded 
to  recognize  excellence  in  student  poster  presentations.  Workshops  will  be 
offered  on  a subscription-only  basis  for  people  interested  in  hands-on 
guidance  in  proposal  writing,  developing  a consulting  practice,  working 
with  the  World  Wide  Web,  and  special  methodological  applications  (focus 
groups,  social  network  analysis).  Tours  are  being  planned  to  introduce 
visitors  to  the  area's  ethnic  and  cultural  heritage,  its  corporate 
citizens,  and  key  places  in  the  regional  health  and  medicine  scene. 

ABOUT  SEATTLE 

The  Seattle  area  offers  a combination  of  scenic  beauty,  cultural 
diversity,  urban  charm,  and  abundant  recreational  opportunities.  The 
Spring  weather  is  mild,  and  the  city's  attractions  are  many:  A thriving 
International  District,  museums,  theaters,  galleries,  bookshops,  and 
espresso  stands  on  every  corner.  Nearby  are  snow-capped  mountains  and 
the  inland  waters  of  Puget  Sound. 

Watch  a brand  new  jumbo  jet  roll  off  the  Boeing  assembly  line;  visit  with 
Starbucks  officials  and  learn  about  their  corporate  citizenship  in 
countries  supplying  their  coffee;  watch  the  information  age  unfold  before 
your  very  eyes  at  Microsoft  headquarters;  tour  the  Fred  Hutchinson 
Research  Center;  or  visit  with  anthropologists  and  public  health  staff 
involved  with  the  Needle  Exchange  and  Ethnomedicine  projects  at  Harborview 
Medical  Center. 

Vancouver,  British  Columbia  is  just  a short  trip  away  by  car  or  train, 
another  city  of  parks,  beaches,  arts  poised  on  the  brink  of  the  Century  of 
the  Pacific. 

ABOUT  THE  SOCIETY  FOR  APPLIED  ANTHROPOLOGY 


The  Society  for  Applied  Anthropology  was  incorporated  as  a scientific 
society  in  1941.  Its  charter  includes  "scientific  investigation  of  the 
principles  controlling  the  relations  of  human  beings  to  one  another. . .and 
the  wide  application  of  those  principles  to  practical  problems."  The 
Society  publishes  Human  Organization  and  Practicing  Anthropology,  along  with 
a directory  of  applied  anthropologists,  and  occasional  monographs,  like  the 
recent  Intellectual  Property  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples:  A Sourcebook. 

Detailed  instructions  about  registering  for  the  Meeting  can  be  obtained 
from  the  World  Wide  Web  (http://www.telepath.com/sfaa),  from  the  May  1996 
issue  of  the  Society's  Newsletter,  or  by  contacting  the  Society's  Business 
Office: 

P.O.  Box  24083 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73124 
405/843-5113  - phone 
405/843-8553  - FAX 
sfaa@telepath.com  - e-mail 


From:  Harder  Bernie  <harder@server . uwindsor . ca> 

Sub j : pow-wow  in  Baraga,  Mich. 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  < NATIVE LIT- L@cornell . edu> 

I was  asked  to  post  this  information  and  do  it  gladly  in  support  of  the 
people  who  are  struggling  there. 

Bernie 

"1st  Annual  Assinins  Traditional  Pow-wow,  July  26,27,28.  William  'Boyzie' 
Dondreau  Memorial  Ballfield,  Assinins,  MI  2.5  miles  north  of  M-38  on 
US-41  in  Baraga.  Signs  will  be  posted. 

For  more  info  call:  (906)  353-6836,  353-7099  fax  353-6800" 


Sender:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <minn-ind@tc . umn . edu> 

From:  "dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu"  <dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Sub j : Fwd:  Native  Americas  International  Film  Exposition  (fwd) 

F O W3  1^*  d 0 d fll0S  S 3^0  0 ^ 1 in  S 

Date:  Thu,  20  Dun  1996  19:35:37  -0400 

From:  Nmccaroll@aol.com 

To:  New  Media  Centers  Technology  Advisory  Board 
<nmctab@lists . Princeton . EDU> 

Sub j : Native  Americas  International  Film  Exposition 
Greetings, 

Below  is  information  on  the  Native  Americas  International  Film  Exposition 
(NAIFE)  being  held  August  9-15  in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico.  Submissions  are 
currently  being  accepted  in  the  New  Technologies  category,  and  they're 
looking  for  examples  of  new  media  by  and  about  indigenous  peoples.  Due  to 
the  small  number  of  submissions  received  in  this  category,  the  deadline  has 
been  extended  to  Dune  28.  If  your  New  Media  Center  has  produced  any  work 
in  this  area,  I encourage  you  to  apply!  I have  some  more  information  about 
the  expo,  or  you  can  call  NAIFE  directly  at  the  number  listed  below. 

Caroll  Lee 
Programs  Manager 
New  Media  Centers 
NMCCaroll@aol . com 

The  Native  Americas  International  Film  Exposition  (NAIFE)  is  a week-long 
festival  of  competitive  screenings,  curated  films,  and  workshops  whose 
primary  goal  is  to  foster  the  making  of  film,  video,  and  new  media  by, 
about,  and  with  indigenous  peoples  of  the  Western  Hemisphere.  The  first 
Exposition  will  be  held  in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  August  9-15,  1996, 
to  coincide  with  the  75th  Anniversary  of  "Indian  Market"  week. 

The  Exposition  is  being  presented  by  NAIFE,  a not-for-profit  organization 
dedicated  to  the  promotion  of  native  film  and  video  artists  throughout  the 
Western  Hemisphere,  in  association  with  Southwestern  Association  of  Indian 
Arts,  the  Center  for  Contemporary  Arts  in  Santa  Fe,  and  the  American  Film 


Institute.  The  Exposition's  primary  venue  is  the  Center  for  Contemporary 
Arts  in  Santa  Fe. 

The  competitive  category  is  open  to  work  in  film,  video,  and  new 
technologies  in  the  following  categories:  Dramatic  Feature,  Documentary 
Feature,  Dramatic  Short,  Documentary  Short,  Experimental/Animation,  and 
New  Technologies  (CD-ROM's,  Interactive  Programs,  etc.). 

Prizes  will  be  awarded  in  each  category.  Any  work  submitted  must  have 
been  completed  in  1995  or  1996.  Works  completed  previous  to  1995  are 
eligible  if  they  have  not  received  national  exposure  in  the  USA. 

Deadline  for  submission  is  Dune  15,  1996.  There  is  no  entry  fee.  For 
more  information  about  the  Expo,  or  to  request  a submission  form  call 
(505)  988-5507.  For  travel  and  accommodation  information  call  Westwind 
Travel  at  800)283-0122. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

D.D.K.  Chipps,  Gloria  Bird,  Wolf  McSherry,  Brooke  Craig,  Cindi  Page, 
Charles  Phillip  Whitecoyote  via  Glenn  Welker,  Danet  Smith,  Debra  Sanders, 
Friends  of  Clayoquot  Sound  via  Ernie  Yacub,  Dordan  S.  Dill,  Pablo  Bellon, 
Doseph  C.  Winter  via  Lyn  Dearborn,  Dohn  Berry,  Marie  Fouche,  Larry  Innes, 
Forest  Action  Network  via  Ernie  Yacub(Press  Release),  Bernadette  Chato, 
Dohn  Eagle  Smith,  Steve  Comer  via  Debra  D.  Winchell, 

Mark  Westlund(Action  Alert) 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Duly  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

From:  inspmgr@mo.net  (Marty) 

Sub j : 3 Pow  Wows 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

6th  annual  Missouri  State  Pow  Wow  in  Sedalia 
Duly  12-14 

Duly  12,  Dance  at  7 p.m. 

Duly  13,  Dance  at  1:30  & 6:30  p.m. 

Duly  14,  Dance  at  1 p.m. 

Eagleheart  Singers,  Kansas  City,  host  drum 

Quapaw  Intertribal  Gourd  Dance  Society,  host  gourd 

Domikeal  Mugg,  head  man  dancer 

Dixie  Keener,  head  woman  dancer 

Ed  Woodington,  me 

Rodger  Crane,  ad 

At  Missouri  State  Fair  West  Campground,  Clarendon  Road,  south  of  Hwy  50 
Information:  Bob  & Anne  Woolery  816  826  4145 
Sedalia  Chamber  of  Commerce  1 800  827  5295 


Osage  Indian  Heritage  Days  Pow  Wow  Contest,  Gravois  Mills,  Mo. 
(Dacob's  Cave  Meadowlands,  Route  TT,  at  Lake  of  the  Ozarks) 
Duly  26-28,  1996 


Open  d rum , dance  contests 

Tim  Tallchief,  me 

Rowe  Kishketon,  head  man  dancer 

Lori  MOrgan,  head  lady  dancer 

Fred  Spotted  Bear,  head  gourd  dancer 

Lottie  Shunkahmolah  Pratt,  honored  lady 

Admission  $2.50  per  person,  12  years  & under  free 

Dancers  write  for  gate  passes:  Dacob's  Cave,  Route  2,  Box  129, 

Versailles,  MO  65084  or  call  573  378  4374 

Duly  26,  gourd  dance  7 p.m.,  grand  entry  8 p.m. 

Duly  27,  gourd  dance  tba  and  7 p.m.,  grand  entry  8 p.m. 

Duly  28  gourd  dance  1 p.m.,  intertribal  dancing  2-4  p.m. 

Men's  contest:  straight  3 places;  traditional  & grass  3 places;  and 
fancy  3 places.  1st  place  $300;  2nd  place  $200;  3rd  place  $100  in  each 
category 

Women's  contest:  fancy  shawl  & jingle  dress  3 prizes;  buckskin  3 prizes; 
and  cloth  3 prizes.  1st  place  $300;  2nd  place  $200;  3rd  place  $100  in 
each  category 


Mills  Apple  Farm  1996  Pow  wow.  Marine,  Illinois 

(north  of  Interstate  70  off  Illinois  Highways  143  & 4,  40  miles  east  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo.) 

September  21-22 

Bill  McClellan  sr.,  head  man  dancer 
Tracy  Waters,  head  woman  dancer 
Herschel  Kaulaity,  head  gourd  dancer 
Orval  Kirk,  me 

Dancing  Bear  Creek,  Normal,  OK,  Northern  Drum 

head  singers  Kevin  Paddyacker  & Dimmy  Galey 

Mike's  Group,  Troy,  IL,  Southern  Drum 

head  singer  Millard  Clark 

Sept.  21,  dance  1-4:30  p.m.  & 6:30  p.m.-? 

Sept.  22,  dance  1-4:30  p.m. 

Information:  Maria  Mills  618  887  3002 
Lisa  Marchetti  618  654  9451 

"RE : Dune  26th  Hearing  on  ICWA"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Dun  1996  18:35:48  -0700 
From:  fouche@rmii.com  (Marie  Fouche) 

Sub j : Dune  26th  Hearing  on  ICWA 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Below  is  a report  on  the  ICWA  hearings  for  this  past  Dune  26th 

+++++++++++++++ 

Shea  and  Marie, 

I got  a fax  from  Mark  Fiddler  about  Wednesday's  committee  meeting.  I 
put  in  the  mail  this  morning  to  you.  Shea,  so  if  you're  lucky  you'll 
get  it  tomorrow,  otherwise  Monday.  Here's  a sketch  of  it.  Nothing 
definitive  happened,  no  decisions  were  arrived  at.  The  report  from 
Dorsey  & Whitney  outlined  the  testimony  of  various  people. 

Chairman  McCain  indicated  the  NCAI  proposal  (the  "Tulsa  proposal")  would 
be  introduced  as  a stand  alone  measure,  and  might  also  be  offered  as  an 
amendment  to  title  3 of  HR3286.  No  change  on  this  news. 

Senator  Campbell  told  an  interesting  story  of  how  he  and  his  northern 
Cheyenne  father  would  have  failed  to  be  considered  Indian  for  the  purpose 
of  ICWA  under  the  existing  Indian  family  doctrine,  since  "significant 
affiliation"  didn't  happen  until  later  in  life. 

Senator  Glenn  complained  about  retroactive  application.,  but  otherwise 
doesn't  want  to  intrude  on  membership  determinations. 

Rep.  Solomon,  an  adoptee,  criticised  retroactivity  and  the  supposed 
failure  of  Tulsa  to  limit  period  of  time  in  which  a tribe  could 
intervene  after  TPR.  Wants  to  take  it  up  in  House-Senate  conference. 


Rep.  Geren  felt  the  U.S.  was  "founded  on  the  premise  that  no  citizen  is 
claimed  by  their  ancestral  nation."  Chm  McCain  took  strong  exception,  as 
did  Sen.  Inouye;  some  explanations  followed. 

Rep's  Young  and  Faleomavaega  expressed  support  for  Tulsa. 

Rep.  Pryce  repeated  Geren' s criticisms. 

Assoc.  Deputy  Att'y  Gen'l  Seth  Waxman  stated  DOD  supports  committee's 
effort  to  delete  title  3,  and  supports  Tulsa.  Asst  Sec.  for  Indian 
Affairs  Ada  Deer,  a member  of  Menominee  Tribe  of  Wisconsin,  feels 
ICWA's  working  fine  (her  tribe  has  intervened  in  more  than  900  ICWA 
cases,  involving  12%  of  the  tribe's  population),  supports  Tulsa. 

Oneida  chairwoman  Deborah  Doxtator,  Gila  River  Indian  Community  Governor 
Mary  Thomas  told  moving  stories  and  expressed  support  for  Tulsa. 

NCAI  president  Ron  Allen  spoke,  expressing  concern  with  the  recent  spate 
of  ICWA  amendments,  based  on  isolated  instances  and  exceptions  to  the 
general  rule  that  ICWA  is  working. 

The  interesting  part  for  me  was  that  Gradstein  and  Gorman  testified, 
giving  their  endorsement  of  the  Tulsa  amendments,  and  suggesting  some 
technical  changes  (my  guess  is  they'd  like  those  item  #9  membership 
criteria  published).  In  response  to  a question,  "Gorman  told  the 
committee  if  the  alternative  proposal  had  been  in  place,  the  Rost  case 
. . . would  never  have  occurred,  because  the  tribe  would  have  been  given 
adequate  notice,  and  incentives  in  the  form  of  sanctions  would  have  been 
in  place  to  discourage  misrepresentation  that  the  children  are  Indian" 

(I'm  quoting  what  Dorsey  & Whitney  wrote,  not  necessarily  a direct  quote 
from  Gorman.) 

Mike  Walleri,  of  Tanana  Chiefs  Conference,  said  Sen.  Glenn's  concern 
about  retroactivity  would  be  addressed  by  the  Tulsa  proposal  because  of 
the  timely  notice  to  the  tribe  of  a placement. 

The  committee  will  receive  additional  written  testimony  for  two  weeks, 
until  Duly  10th. 

Kevin  McCarty  (kmc@netcom.com) 

Marie  Fouche 

Member  of  the  Lost  Bird  Society  based  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  trying 
to  help  those  who  were  adopted  off  the  rez,  fly  home. 

Lost  Bird  Page 

http: //rainbow. rmii .com/~fouche 

"RE : Dudge  Gives  Nuxalk  Suspended  Sentences"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Dun  1996  00:57:25  -0700 
From:  yacinfo@mars.ark.com  (ernie  yacub) 

Sub j : judge  gives  nuxalk  suspended  sentences 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Thu,  27  Dun  1996  18:54:37  -0700 
From:  greg  higgs  <fan@alternatives . com> 

Subject:  FAN  press  release 
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NEWS  RELEASE 
Thursday,  Dune  27,  1996 

DUDGE  GIVES  NUXALK  DEFENDANTS  SUSPENDED  SENTENCES, 

Non-native  environmentalists  singled  out  as  ring-leaders 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.  - This  morning  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  British  Columbia, 
Dustice  Kenneth  Smith  sentenced  16  of  the  21  people  convicted  Tuesday  for 


criminal  contempt  of  court  for  defying  a court  order  prohibiting  them  from 
interfering  with  Interfor's  road  building  operations  at  Ista  (Fog  Creek) 
near  Bella  Coola.  Each  of  the  13  Nuxalk  Nation  citizens,  including 
Hereditary  Chiefs  Nuximlayc  (Lawrence  Pootlass),  Qwatsinas  (Edward  Moody) 
and  Slicxwliqw'  (Charles  Nelson),  were  given  suspended  sentences  and  1 year 
probation  for  their  part  in  last  September's  month-long  stand.  Meanwhile 
the  three  non-native  defendants,  who  had  been  invited  by  the  Hereditary 
Chiefs  to  support  the  Nuxalk  in  stopping  the  destruction  of  this  sacred  and 
ecologically  important  area,  were  singled  out  as  instigators  and  given  both 
jail  time  and  two  years  probation.  (Arielle  Stein  and  Alecia  DuCharme  each 
received  30  days,  while  Jacinta  French  received  15  days  plus  $1000  fine.) 

In  handing  out  the  sentences,  Justice  Smith  acknowledged  that  unlike  in 
the  Clayoquot  Sound  cases,  the  Nuxalk  had  been  acting  out  of  a direct 
concern  for  their  own  survival  in  protecting  the  land  that  they  relied  on 
for  their  sustenance  and  the  continuation  of  their  cultural  traditions.  He 
gave  this,  as  well  as  that  fact  that  the  Nuxalk  have  already  suffered 
considerable  hardship  and  expense  as  a result  of  their  arrests,  as 
mitigating  factors  which  led  him  to  give  the  Nuxalk  citizens  a relatively 
lenient  sentence.  For  the  non-native  activists,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
judge  went  as  far  as  to  suggest  that  not  only  had  they  been  the  principal 
organizers  of  the  protest,  but  that  they  had  used  the  Nuxalk  for  their  own 
ends  to  gain  media  exposure  for  the  issue  and  actually  led  the  Nuxalk  to 
commit  criminal  contempt.  He  asserted  that  clearly  the  sentences  for  the 
Clayoquot  cases  had  not  acted  as  a sufficient  deterrent,  and  thus  he  would 
have  to  increase  the  stakes  by  giving  out  harsher  sentences. 

"While  we  are  extremely  pleased  that  our  Nuxalk  friends  will  not  be 
persecuted  with  further  jail  time  for  their  efforts  to  defend  their  land 
and  sovereignty,"  said  FAN  spokesperson  Diana  Wilson,  "we  are  thoroughly 
disgusted  with  the  paternalistic  attitude  of  the  court  in  suggesting  that 
the  Nuxalk  were  not  consciously  acting  on  their  own  conviction  in  getting 
arrested  for  Ista.  It  is  typical  of  the  lingering  colonial  bias  in  our 
legal  system  that  the  non-native  guests  of  the  Nuxalk  were  portrayed  as  the 
masterminds  of  the  affair,  as  if  the  natives  were  still  legally  to  be 
considered  children,  or  wards  of  the  state.  FAN  rejects  that 
characterization,  and  so  do  the  Nuxalk  - it  is  equally  insulting  to  us 
both . " 

Five  people  still  await  sentencing.  Two  non-native  defendants,  who  have 
both  been  singled  out  as  more  serious  offenders,  Greg  Higgs,  who  made 
national  television  by  burning  a copy  of  the  court  order  and  Bill  Joyce, 
who  has  a previous  conviction  for  contempt  of  court,  will  be  sentenced  on 
July  8.  Three  more  native  defendants  will  be  sentenced  on  Oct.  18. 

"RE : Pace  of  Voisey's  Bay  Mine"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Jun  1996  16:20:50  -0300 
From:  es051322@orion.yorku.ca  (Larry  Innes) 

Sub j : Company  Interests  Should  Not  Drive  Pace  of  Voisey's  Bay  Mine 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
28  June  96 

Company  Interests  Should  Not  Drive  Pace  of  Voisey's  Bay  Project-Innu  Nation 


(Sheshatshiu)  The  frantic  pace  of  exploration  and  development  at  Emish 
(Voisey's  Bay)  has  always  been  a major  issue  for  the  Innu  Nation.  Recent 
comments  by  Archean  Resources  spokespersons  following  the  termination  of 
the  company's  contract  with  Diamond  Fields  Resources  miss  the  point, 
according  to  Daniel  Ashini,  Director  of  Innu  Rights  and  Environment  for  the 
Innu  Nation. 

"The  interests  of  Archean  Resources  or  even  those  of  Inco  should  not  drive 
the  pace  of  the  Voisey's  Bay  Project.  There  are  other  important  issues  that 
must  be  resolved  before  there  can  be  a decision  on  whether  this  project 
goes  ahead.  As  a first  priority,  the  land  rights  of  the  Innu  and  Inuit  need 
to  be  resolved.  The  environmental  impacts  of  the  project  must  also  be 


addressed  in  a comprehensive  environmental  assessment.  The  companies  also 
must  conclude  Impact-Benefits  Agreements  with  both  the  Innu  Nation  and  the 
LIA. " 

The  pace  and  scale  of  current  exploration  activities  has  been  a major 
source  of  friction  between  the  Innu  Nation  and  the  companies  involved.  "The 
pace  of  this  project  is  being  determined  by  the  company",  continued  Ashini, 
"and  it  is  moving  too  fast  for  the  people  who  it  is  affecting  most. 

According  to  Ashini,  "The  Innu  Nation  has  been  forced  into  confrontation 
with  governments  and  the  companies  over  this  project  at  every  step  of  the 
way  because  their  timetable  is  incompatible  with  the  needs  of  our  people  to 
get  a clear  picture  of  this  project.  We  want  to  understand  what  it  is  going 
to  mean  for  our  land,  our  rights  and  our  way  of  life  before  it  changes  them 
forever. " 

"The  Innu  Nation  understands  that  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  and  Inco  want  to  get 
the  project  underway  as  soon  as  possible.  That  is  to  be  expected  from 
companies  who  are  mainly  interested  in  profits.  We  see  most  of  their 
energies  going  into  further  exploration  and  project  development.  But  this 
is  out  of  step.  Only  once  they  have  reached  agreements  with  the  Innu  and 
Inuit,  and  only  if  the  project  passes  a thorough  environmental  review  can 
any  development  of  project  be  allowed  to  proceed.",  concluded  Ashini. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION:  Daniel  Ashini 

Director  of  Innu  Rights  and  Environment 
(709)  497-8398 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.apc.org/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.O.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  es051322@orion . yorku . ca  fax:  (709)  497-8396 
\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/= 


RE:  Wampanoag  Barred  from  Canada 


Date:  Tue,  2 Dul  1996  12:23:41  -0400 

From:  wolfsong@megalink.net  (John,  Leah,  Keven,  Liz) 

Sub j : Wampanoag  brother,  Gkisedtanamoogk,  barred  from  Canada 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


To  all  my  brothers  and  sisters. 

The  following,  taken  mostly  from  newspaper  articles,  tells  the  story 
of  Gkisedtanamoogk,  a brother,  who  is  being  held  prisoner  by  the  Canadian 
Government . . . 

This  issue  affects  us  all ...  especially  those  of  us  who  travel 
between  the  US  and  Canada  or  Mexico... It  goes  much  deeper  than  border 
crossings;  it  delves  into  keeping  treaty  promises.... 

At  this  time  I am  not  sure  of  the  best  plan  of  action... we  (members 
of  the  Wabanaki  Confederacy)  are  going  to  have  a meeting  on  Duly  6th  with 
Gkisedtanamoogk. . .from  that  meeting  we  hope  to  build  a plan.... 

I do  know  that  Gkisedtanamoogk ' s family  needs  support  and  that  any 
donations  towards  his  legal  fees  would  be  greatly  appreciated ....  In  the  next 
few  days  I will  be  posting  more  information  on  how  to  contribute.  .. .the 
following  is  only  to  start  making  people  aware  that  this  is  happening. . . . 

Thank  you  for  any  help  you  can  offer especially  your  prayers.... 

John  Eagle  Smith 


AN  EXILE  IN  HIS  OWN  LAND 


A native  traditionalist  is  barred  from  Canada,  his  family  and  his  Burnt 
Church  home  of  12  years  for  asserting  his  identity  as  a Wabanaki... 

His  name  is  Gkisedtanamoogk.  Nothing  more,  nothing  less.  Born  in  Cape 
Cod,  Mass.,  the  47-year-old's  name  has  no  English  translation  and  to  try  to 
do  so,  he  says,  diminishes  its  power.  It  is  simply  all  that  Gkisedtanamoogk 
is,  was  and  will  be,  summed  up  in  a word. 

Gkisedtanamoogk,  a Wampanoag  Indian,  lives  in  the  deep  woods  of  Sulivan, 
Maine  between  Bangor  and  the  Canadian  border,  with  a cousin.  Hawk,  and  his 


family.  But  not  by  choice.  His  true  home  is  hundreds  of  kilometers  north, 
at  the  Burnt  Church  reserve,  northeast  of  Chatham,  New  Brunswick,  Canada. 

He  has  been  separated  from  his  wife,  Miigam'Agan,  37,  his  daughters 
Sgoaganill,  12,  and  Goptjaoetj,  2 and  son,  Otjoson,  7,  for  more  than  four 
months . 

Last  February  Gkisedtanamoogk  and  his  son  went  on  an  errand  to  Houlton, 
Maine.  Gkisedtanamoogk  completed  the  errand  and  returned  to  the  border 
crossing.  He  was  refused  re-entry  into  Canada.. 

Instead,  he  and  his  son  were  detained  for  hours  and,  while  his  son  was 

allowed  back  into  Canada,  Gkisedtanamoogk  was  refused,  even  though  he  has 
lived  at  the  Burnt  Church  reserve  for  more  than  12  years  and  his  wife,  a 
Micmac,  is  a Status  Indian. 

He  bides  his  time  deep  in  the  heart  of  Maine,  waiting  for  Canada  to  honour 
a more  than  200  year  old  treaty  that  grants  native  people  the  right  to  free 
travel  across  all  North  American  boundaries. 

Gkisedtanamoogk' s problems  stem  in  part  from  his  refusal  to  obey  the  laws 
of  Canada  and  the  United  States.  As  a native  traditionalist,  he  obeys  only 

one  law  - the  law  of  the  Creator,  the  all-powerful  force  that  created 

existence  - and  maintains  it. 

He  wears  his  Native  heritage  proudly.  His  hair  is  shorn  on  both  sides  and 
he  wears  painted  diagrams  on  his  face. 

He  has  a degree  from  Boston  University  and  a paralegal  certificate;  at  one 
time,  he  wanted  to  become  a lawyer.  However,  in  the  1970's  he  embraced  the 
traditional  ways,  deciding  the  solution  to  his  people's  problems  did  not  lie 
in  the  white  man's  system. 

His  beliefs  are  not  popular  with  all  native  people,  he  says.  He  believes 
all  the  tribes  of  the  east  coast,  including  the  Micmac,  Maliseet, 
Passamaquoddy  and  Penobscot,  are  really  one  people,  the  Wabanaki,  separated 
only  by  artificial  divisions  created  by  the  white  man's  governments. 

He  believes  that  some  band  leaders  have  forgotten  the  true  purpose  of 
leadership  and  instead  govern  for  monetary  awards  and  prestige.  He  also 
believes  the  Canadian  and  US  governments  have  a long  and  ugly  history  of 
cheating  the  native  people.  He  has  spoken  out  on  these  issues  since  the 
mid-1980s  and  says  he  has  made  a few  enemies  in  both  government  and  in  the 
bands . 

"If  I had  a gun,  they  wouldn't  fear  me,"  he  says.  "They  could  call  me  a 
lunatic.  But,  my  weapon  is  in  my  head  and  people  fear  an  intelligent  man." 

Gkisedtanamoogk  rests  his  hopes  for  re-entry  into  Canada  on  a document 
called  the  lay  Treaty. 

Signed  in  1794  between  the  fledgling  U.S.  and  Great  Britain,  the  document 
lays  out  details  of  settlement,  trade  and  war  on  the  North  American 
continent.  Almost  as  an  afterthought,  the  two  sides  mention  the  the  Native 
peoples.  In  the  document,  they  admit  colonial  boundaries  cut  across  and 
divide  many  traditional  Native  groups,  including  the  Wabanaki  and  grant 
freedom  of  travel  to  the  Native  people  across  the  two  countries'  artificial 
boundaries . 

"It  is  agreed  that  it  shall  at  all  times  be  free  to  His  Majesty's  subjects 
and  to  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  Indians  dwelling  on 
either  side  of  said  boundary  line,  freely  to  pass  and  repass  by  land  or 
inland  navigation  into  the  respective  territories  and  countries  of  the  two 
parties ....  and  to  freely  carry  on  trade  and  commerce  with  each  other,"  the 
document  states. 

The  United  States  accepts  the  tenets  of  the  treaty.  Canada  does  not. 

According  to  Bob  Moore,  head  of  Immigration  in  Fredericton,  New  Brunswick, 
the  reason  is  simple  - for  a treaty  to  be  recognized,  it  has  to  be  ratified 
as  a Statute.  End  of  case. 

But  in  reality,  he  says,  it  is  not  that  simple. 

"The  little  I know  about  this  fellow,"  he  says,  " I have  yet  to  hear  a bad 
comment  about  him.  He  seems  to  be  a genuinely  good  person."  "[But],  when 
he  comes  up  to  Immigration  and  says  he's  from  the  Wabanaki  Nation,  we  say, 
'where' s that? ' 

"We  ask  where  he  was  born,  and  if  he's  born  in  the  U.S.,  then  he's  an 
American  citizen.  We're  basically  looking  at  a person  trying  to  come  to 
Canada  without  an  immigration  visa. 

"My  hands  are  tied  on  this.  I can't  make  up  laws  as  I go  along." 


Gkisedtanamoogk  has  other  problems  holding  up  his  entry  into  Canada 
besides  his  refusal  to  admit  U.S.  citizenship. 

Gkisedtanamoogk  and  Miigam'Agan  were  married  in  the  eyes  of  the  Native 
people  in  1983.  However,  they  did  not  fill  out  a marriage  certificate  nor 
register  their  marriage  with  the  American  authorities.  Their  traditional 
marriage  is  seen  by  Canadian  authorities  as  a common-law  marriage  and 
citizenship  is  not  extended  to  common-law  spouses. 

Gkisedtanamoogk  could  return  home  if  he  agreed  to  file  for  Canadian 
citizenship,  but  that  would  effectively  betray  everything  he  has  fought  for 
and  that's  simply  not  an  option,  he  says  adamantly. 

"This  is  not  about  me,"  he  says,  "it  is  about  the  Wabanaki  people, 
needing  to  be  reunited,  to  be  allowed  to  travel  freely,  to  trade  and  to  grow. 

Gkisedtanamoogk  admits  it  has  been  difficult,  since  his  traditional 
beliefs  tell  him  his  place  is  at  home,  providing  for  his  family,  and 
especially  teaching  his  children  the  traditional  ways. 

It  has  been  hard  for  Gkisedtanamoogk ' s wife  Miigam'Agan  also.  She  works 
at  the  band  office  to  try  to  support  the  family  and  has  a government  Indian 
allowance,  but  it  still  does  not  make  up  for  Gkisedtanamoogk ' s absence. 

"When  he  wasn't  allowed  to  come  home,  I didn't  know  what  to  do,"  she  says 
sadly.  "From  the  time  of  our  marriage,  the  birth  of  our  children,  to  the 
naming  of  our  children,  the  government  has  been  an  obstacle." 

(For  years  the  government  wouldn't  recognize  Gkisedtanamoogk' s children 
because  he  and  his  wife  refused  to  give  them  both  first  and  last  names. 

After  more  than  tens  years  of  struggle  by  the  family.  New  Brunswick  amended 
the  Vital  Statistics  Act  in  1994  to  grant  people  the  right  to  name  their 
children  according  to  their  cultural,  ethnic  or  religious  heritage.) 

"It  has  affected  the  children  as  well,"  she  says.  "When  we  go  to  visit 
him,  my  son  gets  frightened.  He  says,  "Are  they  going  to  keep  us  there?" 

"My  daughter  is  growing  up,  all  she  knows  is  that  the  government  has  the 
power  to  keep  her  dad  away. 

"Its  difficult,  because  we  want  to  keep  a feeling  of  empowerment  in  their 
little  spirits,"  she  sighs  heavily. 

"On  the  hard  days,  I do  think  about  stuff  like  why  keep  trudging  through 
the  system,  when  we  could  live  comfortably  like  our  neighbours,  maintain  the 
western  way  of  life?" 

One  way  Gkisedtanamoogk  could  get  his  case  heard  is  by  trying  to  cross  the 
border.  If  he  did,  say  Immigration  officials,  he'd  be  asked  to  leave,  or 
face  deportation.  If  he  refused,  he  would  have  a chance  to  ask  Canada's 
courts  to  hear  his  appeal  to  halt  deportation.  However,  the  chance  the 
courts  would  grant  his  appeal  are  slim. 

++++end  note  by  DES++++ 

I know  that  Gkisedtanamoogk  has  the  support  of  the  Chiefs,  of  the  Wabanaki 
Confederacy,  of  the  spiritual  leaders  and  of  many  concerned  citizens,  from 
all  races... now  I ask  for  yours.. It  is  time  for  us  all  to  come  together  and 
protect  each  other's  human  rights...  it  affects  us  all... 

All  My  Relations 
John  Eagle  Smith 
Mi ' KMaq 

wolfsong@megalink.net 
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New  York  State  Deprives  Mohican  Indians  of  Ancestral  Remains 
by  Steve  Comer,  Mohican  (k.hubbs@ix.netcom.com) 

The  Mohican  People,  the  original  inhabitants  of  the  area  that  is 
now  loosely  known  as  the  Upper  Hudson  Region  of  New  York  State, 
are  currently  being  victimized  in  a dispute  with  New  York  state 
government.  At  issue  are  three  sets  of  Native  American  remains 
that  were  unearthed  in  the  spring  of  1995  during  a sewer  project 


in  the  Village  of  Waterford.  Although  found  in  the  heart  of 
Mohican  territory,  these  ancestors  of  the  present-day  Mohicans 
have  been  kept  by  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Office  (SHPO) 
from  their  descendants,  the  rightful  recipients. 

The  Mohican  Tribal  Council  has  engaged  SHPO  in  a dialogue 
concerning  the  remains  for  the  past  year.  Initially  SHPO 
insisted  that  the  Mohicans  consult  with  the  Grand  Council  of  the 
New  York  State  Iroquois;  the  Mohicans,  in  the  spirit  of 
cooperation,  have  made  a number  of  attempts,  both  formal  and 
informal,  to  do  so.  To  date  they  have  received  no  reply.  SHPO 
meanwhile  has  taken  this  impasse  as  a pretext  to  unilaterally 
rescind  its  former  policy,  and  without  consulting  the  Mohicans 
has  arbitrarily  decided  to  bury  the  remains  on  Peebles  Island, 
assigning  the  ceremonial  duties  to  an  Iroquois  chief. 

The  Mohican  People  have  dealt  in  good  faith  with  the  State  on 
this  issue,  while  the  State  has  responded  in  bad  faith.  The 
State  has  sought  to  drive  a wedge  between  Indian  Peoples  over 
these  remains.  The  Mohicans,  however,  have  no  quarrel  with  their 
Iroquois  brethren,  and  in  fact  are  grateful  to  them  for  guarding 
Mohican  interests  in  their  absence. 

Although  they  were  driven  from  this  area  over  200  years  ago,  the 
Mohican  people  have  never  forgotten  Muhheconnuk,  their  Original 
Homeland,  and  indeed  have  been  coming  back  to  it  since  they  first 
acquired  the  means  to  do  so,  shortly  after  World  War  II.  They 
are  not  asking  for  special  treatment  or  favors,  only  for  that 
which  is  precious  to  them,  the  remains  of  their  ancestors. 

If  you  would  like  to  help  the  Mohican  People  in  their  quest  for 
justice,  you  can  do  two  important  things.  First,  write,  fax,  or 
e-mail  the  Tribal  Council  a message  of  your  support.  They  would 
be  glad  to  know  that  they  have  allies  in  Mohicanland.  Second, 
write  or  call  the  Governor's  Office  and  the  State  Historic 
Preservation  Office  and  let  them  know  that  you  strongly 
disapprove  of  the  State's  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Waterford 
remains.  Tell  them  that  the  remains  should  be  returned  to  the 
Mohican  People  as  soon  as  possible. 

Thank  you  and  bless  you  for  your  help. 

Mohican  Nation 
Tribal  Council 
Route  1 

Bowler,  WI  54416 

fax:  (715)  793-1307 

E-mail:  gehman@mail.wiscnet.net 

New  York  State  government: 

Governor  George  Pataki 

Executive  Chamber 

State  Capitol 

Albany,  NY  12224 

Commissioner  Bernadette  A.  Castro 

NYS  Office  of  Parks,  Recreation  and  Historic  Preservation 
Peebles  Island 
Waterford,  NY  12188-0189 

For  more  information  about  the  Mohican  Nation,  please  visit  the 
website  at  http://www.rpi.edu/~winchd/mohicans.html 
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RAINFOREST  ACTION  NETWORK- - DULY  ACTION  ALERT 
MITSUBISHI  PROFITS  FROM  INDIAN  WOES 


In  mid-May,  Mitsubishi  broke  ground  on  a project  that  will  destroy 
traditional  hunting  areas  of  the  Cheslatta  Carrier  Nation  in  northern 
British  Columbia.  This  is  business  as  usual  for  Mitsubishi,  one  of  the 
worlds  great  environmental  pariahs.  For  the  Cheslatta  people,  it  is 
their  latest  stand  for  survival  against  industries  assaults  on  their 
beleaguered  homeland. 

For  nearly  five  decades,  large-scale  industrial  projects  have  laid  waste 
to  Cheslatta  Carrier  Nation.  Commercial  logging  is  ongoing,  leaving  the 
territory  scarred  with  thousands  of  clear-cuts.  In  1952,  Alcan  Aluminum 
moved  onto  Cheslatta  land,  evicting  the  Indians,  burning  their  villages, 
and  building  a hydro-electric  reservoir  that  constantly 
overflows  obliterating  the  natural  course  of  Cheslatta  River. 

Now  Mitsubishi  Materials  is  developing  a massive  open-pit  copper  and  gold 
mine  at  Huckleberry  Mountain,  in  partnership  with  a consortium  of  Japanese 
companies,  and  with  B.C. -based  Princeton  Mining.  The  Cheslatta  Carrier 
Indians  would  trap  and  hunt  game  on  Huckleberry  Mountains  abundant 
slopes,  gather  medicinal  herbs  from  its  forests,  and  fish  the  nearby 
waters  but  if  Mitsubishi's  plans  go  unchecked,  the  mountain  will  be  hauled 
away  by  the  truck  load  until  nothing  is  left. 

Already,  work  crews  are  carving  access  roads  through  Cheslatta  Nation,  and 
are  gearing  up  to  clear-cut  more  than  1,420-acres  of  forest  to  accommodate 
the  mines  superstructure . According  to  official  estimates,  nearly  one 
hundred  million  tons  each  of  potentially  toxic  tailings  and  waste  rock 
will  be  dumped  onto  the  landscape  once  the  mine  is  operational. 

Tailings  ponds,  designed  to  catch  liquid  mine  wastes,  could  easily 
overflow,  spilling  poisonous  sludge  into  nearby  Tahtsa  Lake  or  worse, 
heavy  metals  will  leach  into  the  water  table,  and  acid  rock  drainage  (ARD) 
will  contaminate  the  entire  Tahtsa  network  of  waterways.  Once  the  metals 
have  reached  the  point  of  saturation,  the  soil  will  continue  to  release 
toxins  into  the  water  for  thousands  of  years.  The  U.S.  Bureau  of  Mines 
estimates  ARD  has  poisoned  over  12,000  miles  of  North  Americas  waterways, 
and  Canadas  Federal  Government  says  the  cost  of  cleaning  up  its  current 
ARD-polluted  rivers  could  exceed  $5  billion. 

Hungry  for  foreign  investment,  the  B.C.  Government  conducted  a cursory 
environmental  assessment,  giving  a thumbs-up  to  the  mine.  The  Cheslatta 
rejected  the  assessment  as  inadequate,  and  are  taking  their  case  to  B.C.s 
Supreme  Court  with  help  from  Sierra  Legal  Defense  Fund. 

Meanwhile,  the  Mitsubishi-led  consortium  threatened  to  withdraw  funding 
from  mining  operations  across  Canada  if  Huckleberry  was  held  up  with 
federal  environmental  assessments.  Fearing  cancellation  of  the  project, 

B.C.  Premier  Glen  Clark  and  Canadas  Ambassador  to  Japan,  Donald  Campbell, 
urged  the  Government  in  Ottawa  to  approve  the  project  right  away. 

The  message  is  clear.  When  foreign  underwriting  is  at  stake,  quick 
profits  are  more  important  than  the  environment  or  the  basic  human  rights 
of  the  Cheslatta  people. 

The  Cheslatta  only  want  what  is  theirs  and  they  want  Mitsubishi  and 
company  off  of  their  land.  In  the  words  of  elder  George  Louis,  keeper  of 
the  traditional  territories  at  Huckleberry  Mountain:  These  companies  will 
destroy  the  land  left  to  us  by  our  ancestors.  They  will  take  away  our 
food  and  medicine  plants.  What  do  I want  them  to  do?  Stop.  Just  stop. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 

Send  a letter  to  Prime  Minister  Jean  Chretien,  telling  him  to  reassess 
approval  of  the  Huckleberry  Mine.  His  address:  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa, 
Ontario,  KIA  0A6.  Postage  from  the  U.S.  is  52  cents.  Here  is  a sample 
letter: 

Dear  Prime  Minister, 

I am  horrified  to  learn  that  your  government  is  party  to  the  destruction 
of  Cheslatta  Carrier  Nation  in  B.C.,  and  fast-tracked  the  approval  of 
Mitsubishi-funded  Huckleberry  copper  mine.  The  mine  will  lay  waste  to 
Cheslatta  traditional  hunting  grounds,  and  may  potentially  render  the 
entire  region  uninhabitable.  No  adequate  environmental  assessments  have 
been  carried  out. 


I see  that  large  foreign  investment  is  tempting,  but  be  aware  that 
Mitsubishi  is  one  of  the  worlds  great  environmental  pariahs. 


You  must  do  everything  in  your  power  to  stop  this  dangerous  project,  and 
to  uphold  the  basic  rights  of  the  Cheslatta  people. 

### 

For  additional  information: 

Cheslatta  Carrier  Nation 
P.0.  Box  909 

Burns  Lake,  B.C.  V01  1E0 
Telephone:  (604)  694-3334 
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Lee  wrote: 

In  regards  to  things  like  ICWA  and  tribal  acceptance,  this  seems  to  be  a 
very  murky  issue.  If  I understand  it  correctly,  one's  "Indianness"  in 
terms  of  tribal  acceptance,  etc.,  should  not  be  based  on  blood  quantum.  I 
seem  to  hear  the  Native  people  saying  that  this  should  be  a case-by-case 
determination  (and  of  course,  I'm  posting  this  publicly  so  that  if  I'm  NOT 
understanding  correctly  someone  will  jump  in  and  correct  me,  hopefully) 
and  as  you  say,  not  just  biological. 

<clip> 

But  then  there  are  considerations  such  as  ICWA  where  a child  who  has 
Indian  blood  is  adopted  out  as  an  infant  and  then  the  tribe  and/or 
biological  parents  want  the  child  back.  On  what  basis  is  this  choice  made, 
then,  besides  biological?  The  child  has  never  been  part  of  the  tribe  or 
indoctrinated  into  the  culture.  And  who  has  the  right  to  make  such 
choices? 

I ask  these  questions  sincerely  and  not  rhetorically,  because  I honestly 
don't  know.  The  white  governments  have  attempted  to  "clarify"  these 
issues  by  saying  arbitrarily  who  represents  the  "tribe"  in  these  matters, 
and  whether  or  not  the  biological  parent  is  a "real"  Indian  (has  attended 
ceremonies,  reads  Native  publications  etc.),  and  as  we've  all  found  out 
this  has  been  a disaster. 

<clip> 

Maybe  you  are  unaware  that  thousand,  maybe  tens  of  thousands,  of  NAtive 
children,  like  my  brothers  and  myself,  were  FORCIBLY  removed  from  our 
parents'  homes,  on  whatever  trumped-up  charges  coincidently  fit  at  the 
time,  and  in  no  way  were  we  ever  given  the  CFIANCE  to  be  trained  in  our 
cultural  heritage.  Not  only  that,  but  I've  discovered,  in  my  efforts  to 
find  out  where  my  roots  were,  that  "Indians"  up  to  and  during  the  '60's 
weren't  even  *allowed*  to  practice  their  culture,  to  speak  the  language  of 
their  ancestors,  and  in  some  cases  I found  out  (incredible  as  it  might 
seem  to  anyone  who  truly  believes  that  this  is  *supposed  to  be*  a 
"Democratic"  country)  weren't  allowed  --  by  law!!!  --  to  wear  traditional 
regalia . 

Oh  the  kids  in  schools  could  all  wear  their  paper  "headdresses"  and 
construction  paper  "feathers"  and  go  around  with  their  hands  tapping  their 
pursed  lips  while  going  "woo  woo  woo"  and  "dancing"  in  mock  "war  dances" 
all  over  classroom,  BUT  GOD  FORBID  WE  SHOULD  *REALLY*  FIND  OUT  WHAT  IT  WAS 
ALL  ABOUT  from  our  elders,  and  not  just  "practice"  being  Indian,  but  truly 
living  as  one. 

But  I could  go  on  and  on.  . .1  just  can't  wondering  what  my  life  would 
now  be  like  if  MY  PEOPLE  had  a say  in  how  I was  to  be  raised!!! 

You  whites  get  raised  white  --  what's  the  difference  there?  We  Red 
Folks  get  raised  . . . HOW??? 

Beginning  to  get  the  message??? 


Ralph 


For  those  that  haven't  had  the  opportunity  to  read  my  poem  on  the  subject, 
I'm  going  to  print  it  out  here  (by  the  way,  it's  been  offered  to  be 
printed  in  about  a dozen  NAtive  newsletters,  and  I'm  about  to  go  on  the 
air  in  New  Mexico  to  discuss  "The  Children  Of  Indians"  in  context  with  the 
ICWA  controversy  which  has  been  brewing  in  the  House  and  now  in  the 
Senate).  Here  is: 

The  Children  Of  Indians  (Copyrighted  1995) 
by  R.C.  Thomas  (Potawatomi/Chippewa) 

I was  also  one  of  those: 

The  children  who'd  been  taken  then. 

The  punishment  the  white  man  chose 

Was  that  their  parents  were  forsaken  them.  . . 

Because  they  were  the  children  of  Indians. 

They'd  divide  us  so  we  wouldn't  fight: 

That's  what  they  supposed  back  then. 

They'd  turn  our  red  skin  into  white 
And  convert  us  to  their  religion.  . . 

Because  we  were  the  children  of  Indians. 

But  listen  close  and  you  can  hear: 

The  grumbling  - the  eruption's  near. 

We've  been  silent  but  now  it's  time; 

The  earth  is  rumbling  - the  awaited  sign.  . . 

For  us,  the  children  of  the  Indians. 

The  Panther  streaks  across  the  sky. 

Tecumseh's  footsteps  shake  the  earth. 

We  now  begin  to  raise  the  cry 

To  rise  and  fight  for  all  we're  worth.  . . 

Because  we  are  the  children  of  Indians. 

And  the  Families  once  divided 
Are  gathering  now  to  fight. 

'Cause  we,  the  children,  have  long  decided 
We'd  rather  be  Indian  than  white.  . . 

Because  we  are  the  children  of  Indians. 

So  listen  close  and  you  can  hear 
The  grumble  of  the  earthquakes  here. 

He  who's  slept  now  gives  the  sign: 

The  rumble  begins  - it's  now  our  time.  . . 

We're  no  longer  children  - We're  the  Indians!! 

Mi  Gwetch! 

Ralph 


"RE : Native  America  Calling  Schedule"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Dun  1996  16:51:02  -0600 
From:  chato@unm.edu  (Bernadette  Chato) 

Sub j : Native  America  Calling  Schedule 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Here's  the  latest  schedule  for  ^Native  America  Calling.*  Since  we  produce 
a new  show  every  day,  we  are  always  looking  for  knowledgeable  people 
(preferably  Native  Americans)  to  be  guests  on  our  show.  If  you  have  a 
recommendation  for  a guest  after  reading  the  topics  for  upcoming  shows, 
please  e-mail  me  directly.  Your  help  is  appreciated. 


A list  of  stations  follows  the  schedule.  If  you  want  to  find  out  more 
about  coverage  in  your  area,  please  follow  instructions  given. 

Thanks.  BC 

TO: PROGRAM  DIRECTORS,  GENERAL  MANAGERS 
FR: NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 
DT : DUNE  27,  1996 

RE: SCHEDULE  FOR  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING, 

1ULY  1 - DULY  12,  1996 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING,  the  first  national  call-in  radio  program 
to  focus  on  Native  issues,  began  daily  one-hour  feeds  on  6/5/95. 

Feed  Time:M  - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 
Channel  Info:Channel  8 
PEV  Code  391 
Digital  Frequency  B68.2 
Galaxy  4,  Transponder  B 

Broadcast  Rights: 

Each  program  is  designed  for  live  use.  The  fee  to  carry  NATIVE 
AMERICA  CALLING  is  determined  on  whether  the  station  is  a member 
of  AIROS.  There  is  a set  fee  for  AIROS  members;  if  not  a member, 
fee  is  based  on  stations'  annual  revenue. 

Call  Dohn  at  (402)  472-0941  if  you  intend  to  broadcast  NAC. 


****  PROGRAM  SUBDECT  TO  CHANGE  **** 
Watch  the  DACS  or  your  FAX  for  updates!! 


HOST:  TOM  BEAVER 

WELLNESS  EDITION  HOST:  SHARON  MCCONNELL 
PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  7/1  - 7/5: 

MON  - 7/1:  Tribes  are  setting  higher  environmental  standards  on 
rivers  that  run  through  their  land.  Efforts  are  being  made  but 
will  our  rivers  ever  be  clean  again?  Guests  include  Blane 
Sanchez  of  Isleta  Pueblo. 

TUE  - 7/2:  Living  a healthy  lifestyle  is  a catch  phrase  in 
Native  American  communities.  What  does  it  mean  to  be  living 
healthy?  Our  featured  guest  is  Lisa  Tiger  of  the  Muscogee 
(Creek)  Nation  of  Oklahoma. 

WED  - 7/3:  Living  a culturally  traditional  way  of  life  is  losing 
its  appeal  to  the  younger  convenience  store  generation?  How 
can  tribes  instill  a sense  of  pride  in  native  traditions?  Guests 
include  Vernetta  Nay  of  Kotzebue  Cultural  Camp  in  Alaska. 

THU  - 7/4:  Today  is  America's  birthday ...  but  how  are  America's 
original  inhabitants  celebrating  the  occasion?  Should  Native 
people  celebrate  the  Fourth  of  Duly?  Guests  TBA. 

FRI  - 7/5:  Wellness  Edition:  The  Indian  Health  Service  has 
voiced  increased  support  of  traditional  healing  practices.  Is 
traditional  healing  available  for  todays  IHS  patients?  Guests 
include  Gary  and  Rita  Holy  Bull  from  South  Dakota. 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  7/8  - 7/12: 

MON  - 7/8:  Once  again,  we  open  up  the  lines  for  our  listeners. 
Give  us  a call  and  tell  us  whats  on  your  mind?  What  issues 
would  you  like  to  see  us  cover?  Our  callers  are  the  guests. 

TUE  - 7/9:  Many  famous  people  come  from  Native  American 
backgrounds.  Some  are  familiar  with  their  heritage. . .others  know 
very  little.  Do  you  know  any  famous  person  who's  Native?  Guests 
TBA. 

WED  - 7/10: 

THU  - 7/11: 

FRI  - 7/12:  Wellness  Edition:  The  number  of  Native  American 
college  graduates  is  increasing.  How  many  are  going  into 
medicine?  Our  featured  guest  is  Dr.  Dennifer  Giroux  of  South 
Dakota . 

+Native  America  Calling+  is  produced  and  directed  by  Pam 


Belgarde  (Chippewa  - North  Dakota).  Tom  Beaver  (Muscogee  Creek 
- Minnesota)  is  Host/Associate  Producer,  Features  Producer/ 

Editor  is  Bernadette  Chato  (Navajo  - New  Mexico),  and  Harlan 
McKosato  (Sac  and  Fox  - Oklahoma)  serves  as  Associate  Producer. 
+NAC+  is  a production  of  Native  American  Public 
Telecommunications,  Inc.  Offices  for  ^Native  America  Calling* 
are  located  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  The  program  is  produced 
at  the  studios  of  KUNM  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico.  The 
staff  of  *Native  America  Calling*  can  be  reached  at  505-277-7999 
or  by  fax  at  505-277-4286.  Address  correspondence  to  PO  Box 
40164,  Albuquerque,  NM  87196,  or  e-mail  to  chato@unm.edu. 

For  information  on  how  your  local  public  radio  station  can  carry 
the  program,  call  John  Belindo,  AIROS  at  1-800-571-6885  or  e- 
mail  to  his  attention  to  jgregg@unlinfo.unl.edu. 

<>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <> 
RADIO  STATIONS  AIRING  *NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING* 

Produced  in  Albuquerque,  NM 


KABR 

1500 

AM 

Alamo,  New  Mexico 

KBRW 

680 

AM 

Barrow,  Alaska 

KBSU 

730 

AM 

Boise,  Idaho 

KCIE 

90.5 

FM 

Dulce,  New  Mexico 

KCUK 

88.1 

FM 

Chevak,  Alaska 

KEYA 

88.5 

FM 

Belcourt,  North  Dakota 

KGHR 

91.5 

FM 

Tuba  City,  Arizona 

KGLP 

91.7 

FM 

Gallup,  New  Mexico 

KIDE 

91.3 

FM 

Hoopa,  California 

KILI 

90.1 

FM 

Porcupine,  South  Dakota 

KNSA 

930 

AM 

Unalakleet,  Alaska 

KOTZ 

720 

AM 

Kotzebue,  Alaska 

KRCL 

90.9 

FM 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

KSKA 

91.1 

FM 

Anchorage,  Alaska 

KSKO 

870 

AM 

McGrath,  Alaska 

KSUT 

91.3 

FM 

Ignacio,  Colorado 

KTDB 

89.7 

FM 

Pinehill,  New  Mexico 

KUNM 

89.9 

FM 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

KWSO 

91.9 

FM 

Warm  Springs,  Oregon 

KYUK 

640 

AM 

Bethel,  Alaska 

WYRU 

1160 

AM 

Red  Springs,  North  Carolina 

Most  stations  carry  *Native  America  Calling*  live  at  1300-1359 
Eastern  Time.  However  some  stations  opt  to  air  the  program  on  tape  delay. 
Call  the  particular  station  for  broadcast  time. 

If  you  do  not  see  a station  listed  for  your  area,  consider  calling 
your  local  public  radio  station  to  ask  if  they  could  carry  it.  The  rates 
are  VERY  reasonable.  Information,  including  rates  and  a demo  tape,  on 
*Native  America  Calling*  can  be  obtained  by  calling  Dohn  Belindo, 
manager,  American  Indian  Radio  on  Satellite  Network  (AIROS)  at 
1-800-571-6885.  # # # 

Bernadette  Chato,  Features  Producer  Snail  Mail:  PO  Box  40164 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING  Albuquerque,  NM  87196 

The  Nation's  1st  Electronic  Talking  Circle  505-277-5354/FAX  505-277-4286 
Heard  on  public  radio  stations!  E-mail:  chato@unm.edu 

"RE : Ancient  Use  of  Tobacco"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Dun  1996  18:55:41  -0700 
From:  lyn@anchor .engr. sgi.com  (Lyn  Dearborn) 

Sub j : Symposium  on  ancient  use  of  Tobacco 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Date:  Fri,  28  Dun  1996  19:26:21  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  joseph  c winter  <jwinter@unm.edu> 

Subject:  Solanaceae  Symposium 


Sender:  owner-ethno-bio@sfu . ca 


Note:  This  message  is  being  sent  to  a number  of  presumably  relevant 
groups.  Please  pass  it  on  to  others 

The  ongoing  thread  in  several  usegroups  concerning  the  possible 
identification  of  nicotine  in  prehistoric  pipes  has  me  thinking  about  a 
possible  symposium  for  the  1997  Society  For  American  Archaeology  (SAA) 
Meetings  in  Nashville  (April  2-6) . In  1990,  Karen  Adams  and  I organized  a 
symposium  on  Nicotiana  (tobacco)  that  was  presented  at  the  1991  SAA 
Meetings  in  New  Orleans.  The  symposium  was  quite  successful,  and  it  ended 
up  generating  a 2 volume  book  on  Nicotiana  that  will  be  published  by  Yale 
University  Press  in  1997  and  1998  (hopefully).  What  I am  now  thinking  of 
is  a symposium  at  the  1997  SAA  meetings,  on  the  larger  issue  of  the 
archaeobotany,  paleobotany,  and  related  topics  concerning  the  SOLANACEAE 
plant  family,  which  has  produced  some  of  the  most  impt.  New  World  plants 
--  tobacco,  potato,  chile,  datura,  groundcherry,  tomato,  wild  potato,  wild 
tomato,  and  so  on. 

Is  anyone  out  there  interested  in  contributing  papers  to  such  a symposium 
They  could  deal  with  the  family  as  a whole  or  large  parts  of  it  (e.g.,  Ian 
Gish's  excellent  SEM  analysis  of  the  pollen  of  about  20  species), 
individual  species  (e.g.,  an  overview  of  what  is  known  about  the 
prehistory  and  use  of  datura,  or  a review  of  the  ethnobiology  of  chile), 
or  technical  studies  of  special  relevance  (e.g.,  the  results  of  what  I 
hope  will  be  a GC-MS  analysis  of  residue  in  prehistoric  pipes).  And  their 
could  be  even  be  a medico-anthro  paper  or  two,  such  as  the  role  of 
Brugmansia  and  Brunsfelsia  in  ayahuasca.  Or  a theoretical  paper  on  the 
role  of  the  species  in  this  family  in  the  evolution  of  South  American 
agriculture.  Etc.  Etc. 

If  anyone  is  interested  in  contributing  a paper  to  a possible  SAA 
symposium  of  this  nature,  please  contact  me.  Also  please  note  that  I have 
to  submit  the  proposed  symposium  packet  by  Sept.  7,  so  I would  need  to 
have  all  paper  proposals  submitted  to  me  and  mulled  over  no  later  than 
Duly  30,  which  would  then  only  give  me  a month  to  put  together  all  the 
bullcrap  that  the  SAA  requires  (not  only  paper  and  session  abstracts  but 
presenter  forms,  meeting  registration  forms,  meeting  registration  fees, 
etc).  It's  a lot  of  work  but  well  worth  it,  since  SAA  symposia  can  be  a 
lot  of  fun  and  quite  worthwhile.  Also,  I would  aim  for  another  book 
evolving  out  of  the  symposium,  with  revised  papers  as  chapters.  And 
finally,  yes  there  is  Nashville  --  such  a great  cultural  hotspot,  with  so 
much  to  offer  (Grand  Old  Oprey??  and  Graceland,  I think  (or  maybe  that's 
Memphis),  for  you  Presleyterians) . 

So  let  me  know  what  you  think,  and  please  pass  this  message  on  to  anyone 
who  might  be  interested.  There's  no  guarantee,  of  course,  that  the 
symposium  proposal  will  be  accepted  by  the  SAA,  but  its  always  worth  a shot 


Thanks 
Doe  Winter 

Dept,  of  Anthropology 
University  of  New  Mexico 
Albuquerque,  NM  87131 
jwinter@unm.edu 


^|/\|/\|/\|/\|/\|/\|/\j/\|/\|/\|/\|/\j/\|/\|/\|/\|/\j/\|/\|/\|/\|/\|/\|/\|/\|/\|/\|/\|/\|/\|/\|/\|/\|/\| 


"We  did  not  weave  the  web  of  life.  We 
are  merely  a strand  in  it.  Whatever 
we  do  to  the  web,  we  do  to  ourselves" 
--"Walk  gently  on  Mother  Earth"  -- 


Lyn  Dearborn 
Naturalist/Person 
Native  Basketry  Instruction 
dearborn@anchor . engr . sgi .com 
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Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minnlnd,  NATIVELIT,  NativeWeb,  Taino-L, 
NATCHAT  & NATIVE- L listservers;  UUCP  & genie  email;  Newsgroups: 
alt . native,  soc . culture . native,  soc . culture . native. ameri can, ape .indig. info 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"We  were  taught  to  believe  the  Great  Spirit  sees  and  hears  everything, 
and  that  He  never  forgets;  that  hereafter  He  will  give  every  man  a 
Spirit-home  according  to  his  deserts:  If  he  has  been  a bad  man,  he 
will  have  a bad  home.  If  he  has  been  a good  man,  he  will  have  a good 
home.  This  I believe,  and  all  my  people  believe  the  same." 

Chief  Doseph,  Nee-Mee-Poo 

+_  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe,  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  j 
| of  the  Republic  \ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

It  is  again  time  to  explain  what  this  newsletter  is  and  what  criteria 
is  used  in  selecting  articles.  Wotanging  Ikche/Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya/ 

Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  (Native  American  News)  is  intended  to  deliver 
current  event  news  to  the  People  of  the  First  Nations  they  might  not 
otherwise  have  access  to.  It  is  distributed  via  internet  email  to  anyone 
who  requests  a subscription  from  his  or  her  personal  account.  It  is 
distributed  only  via  email.  There  is  not,  nor  will  there  ever  be  a charge 
for  a subscription. 

The  credit  for  all  the  news  belongs  to  those  who  write  the  articles  and  to 
Creator,  who  guides  me.  I welcome  all  contributions.  I do  not  include  all 
contributions.  Many  articles,  though  worthy,  are  left  out  simply  because 
there  is  not  space.  I have  even  wept  for  some  I could  not  include.  Others 
are  not  included  because  they  are  copyright  protected  and  are  sent  without 
explicit  permission  of  the  copyright  holder.  My  greatest  criteria  is  based 
on  the  simple  fact  I was  given  this  newsletter  as  a thing  to  give  the  People. 
All  articles  must  be  of  interest  to  the  People  of  the  First  Nations  of 
Turtle  Island  and  all  articles  must  be  full  of  truth. 

It  is  also  important  to  clear  up  some  misconceptions.  This  newsletter 
is  not  a function  of  any  group,  anywhere.  There  are  no  views  represented 
at  the  exclusion  of  others.  In  fact,  articles  of  opposing  views  are  often 
included  in  the  same  or  next  issue.  This  is  so  you,  the  reader,  can  read 
and  come  to  your  own  conclusions  about  what  is  or  is  not  true.  This  has 
always  been  the  way  we  seek  balance  and  truth.  It  is  also  true  I often 
include  articles  I don't  agree  with.  This  is  not  some  big  city  newspaper 
with  an  editorial  policy  all  articles  and  views  must  adhere  to.  It  is 
quite  the  opposite. 

It  is,  as  the  banner  states  in  several  languages, .... 
the  news  of  the  People. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Call  for  Witnesses  at  Sundance 

- Peoples  Convention  at  Leech  Lake 

- HUD  Denies  HACN  Housing  Request 

- Etowah  Site  and  1st  Amendment 

- CNO  Deputy  Chief  Takes  Swipe 

- On  Canada  Day 

- Mohican  Site  Endangered  by  Wal-Mart 

- Proposed  Store  on  Mohican  Land 

- News  from  the  IAIA 

- Devil ' s Tower  Ban 

- Kansas  Kickapoo  Oppose  Wyandotte 

- The  Pocahontas  Myth 

- Calls  for  Submissions 

- Poem:  Assimilation 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Clark  to  Speak  for  Gustafsen  Lake 

- Belize  Mayan  Indians  Threatened 

- Condoled  Chief  Passes  Away 

- Update:  Crazy  Horse  Malt  Liquor 

- Crazy  Horse:  The  Movie 

- Walk  for  Youth  Help  Line 

- New  Elections  for  WE  Chippewa 

- Native  Movies/TV  Specials 

- NOW  Supports  Hawaiian  Independence 

- 4th  of  Duly 


RE:  Call  for  Witnesses  at  Sundance 


Date:  Tue,  9 Dul  1996  00:35:17  -0700  (MST) 

From:  sky@indirect.com  (Sky  Crosby) 

Sub j : SDN  Urgent  Update 

UUCP  email 

SDN  URGENT  UPDATE 

RESIDENTS  OF  BIG  MOUNTAIN  SOVEREIGN  DINE'  NATION, 

MOSQUITO  SPRINGS  SOVEREIGN  DINE'  NATION  AND 

CACTUS  VALLEY/RED  WILLOW  SPRING  SOVEREIGN  COMMUNITIES 

CALL  FOR  OBSERVERS  TO  COME  TO  THE  LAND  AND  WITNESS 
Call  the  SDN  office  520/522-8683 
URGENT  UPDATE 

RESIDENTS  OF  BIG  MOUNTAIN  SOVEREIGN  DINE'  NATION, 

MOSQUITO  SPRINGS  SOVEREIGN  DINE'  NATION  AND  CACTUS 
VALLEY/RED  WILLOW  SPRING  SOVEREIGN  COMMUNITIES 

CALL  FOR  OBSERVERS  TO  COME  TO  THE  LAND  AND  WITNESS 

Call  the  SDN  office  520/522-8683  for  more  information 
Duly  8,  1996 

BIG  MOUNTAIN  SUNDANCE  PROMPTS  BLOCKADE  BY  HOPI  RANGERS  AND  ENFORCEMENT  OF  AN 
EXCLUSION  LAW  AGAINST  NON-NATIVE  SUPPORTERS: 

Duly  7-14,  1996,  Big  Mountain  will  be  hosting  two  Sundances,  one  at  the 
Survival  Camp  and  one  at  Camp  Ana  Mae.  Residents  are  calling  for 
supporters  and  observers  to  help  protect  residents  right  to  the  free 
exercise  of  religion.  Please  protest  para  military  activities  by  Hopi 
rangers  against  resisters  opposed  to  the  third  proposed  Accommodation 
Agreement,  their  right  to  freedom  of  religion,  as  well  as  enforcement  of 
their  civil  and  Constitutional  rights.  Please  call  and  fax  Steve  Heeley, 
Counsel  to  Senator  McCain,  the  Honorable  Senator  Dohn  McCain,  and 
President  Albert  Hale,  The  Navajo  Nation.  Please  come  to  the  land  and 
support  the  people.  It  is  urgent  that  support  people  witness  on-going 
aggressive  activities  being  conducted  by  the  Hopi  rangers. 

A BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUNDANCE  IN  BIG  MOUNTAIN: 

The  Survival  Camp  Sundance  began  in  1983.  The  end  of  its  first  four  year 
cycle  was  timed  to  coincide  with  the  first  official  relocation  deadline. 

Duly  6,  1986.  On  that  date  hundreds  marched  from  the  Sundance  site  to  the 
Hopi  tribal  headquarters.  At  that  time  supporters  made  a commitment  to 
help  the  people  resist  relocation.  The  purpose  of  the  Sundance  has  always 
been  to  support  the  resistance.  The  Sundance,  while  fairly  recent  to  the 
Dine',  has  long  been  practiced  by  the  Lakota  Nation. 

PERMITS  REQUIRED  FOR  SUNDANCE  BY  HOPI  TRIBE: 

At  present  the  Survival  Camp  Sundance  does  not  have  a permit.  The  Camp 
Ana  Mae  Sundance  has  a permit  but  cannot  build  any  fires,  including  those 
needed  for  sweat  lodge  ceremonies.  They  also  are  not  allowed  to  have  non- 
native people  attend.  Residents  question  what  right  the  Hopi  tribe  should 
have  over  their  ability  to  host  and  practice  their  religious  ceremonies, 
including  prohibitions  against  the  breaking  of  green  boughs  and  the 
erection  of  ceremonial  arbors? 

URGENT  CRISIS  AT  HAND:  Duly  6,  1996,  represents  the  tenth  anniversary 
of  the  date  given  to  Hopi  Partition  Land  (HPL)  residents  as  the  first 
official  deadline  for  forced  relocation.  This  tenth  anniversary  of  the 
Duly  6,  1986  deadline  is  marked  by  the  Hopi  Tribe's  demonstration  of  their 
para  military  presence.  They  are  presently  forming  blockades  to  enforce 
an  Exclusion  law,  stopping  non-native  supporters  from  attending  the  Big 
Mountain  Sundance. 

The  proposed  Accommodation  Agreement  is  not  final.  The  Senate  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  has  not  yet  voted  on  the  lease  length  portion  of  the 
Agreement,  changing  its  terms  from  25  years  to  75  years.  The  peoples' 
case  has  not  yet  been  heard  before  Ninth  Circuit  Court.  Yet  the  Hopi 


rangers  are  demonstrating  clearly  to  resisters  on  HPL,  what  life  will  be 
like  for  them  under  almost  complete  Hopi  jurisdiction.  Even  before  the 
Agreement  is  final,  Hopi  rangers  are  setting  up  blockades,  stopping  all 
non-native  supporters  from  attending  the  Sundance.  To  demonstrate  the 
extent  that  the  Navajo  Nation  has  abandoned  their  people  we  quote  the 
following  excerpt  from  a letter  written  by  Senator  John  McCain  to  Attorney 
Lee  Brooke  Phillips,  April  10,  1996.  It  states:  "Since  you  want  a 
permanent  accommodation,  why  have  you  concluded  that  the  75-year  term  of 
the  lease  is  the  best  that  could  be  obtained  under  the  circumstances?" 

Duly  6,  1996,  Hopi  rangers  have  been  seen  stationed  at  Rte.  264  and 
Dinnebeto  junction,  where  the  dirt  road  begins.  They  have  already  evicted 
a group  of  non-native  supporters  from  the  Survival  Camp.  It  will  be  a 
tragedy  if  the  hundreds  of  supporters  who  have  supported  the  Sundance  for 
years,  some  of  whom  travel  hundreds,  even  thousands  of  miles  to  attend 
from  Germany,  Japan,  South  America,  etc.,  are  denied  access  to  the 
ceremony. 

ANNUAL  SPRING  GATHERING  PROMPTS  HOPI  RANGERS  TO  SET  UP  BLOCKADES: 

May  22-26,  a Spring  gathering  held  at  Camp  Ana  Mae  prompted  Hopi  rangers 
to  set  up  blockades  on  all  main  roads  to  the  site.  For  four  days  Hopi 
rangers,  dressed  in  dark  uniforms,  stood  poised  with  weapons  on  a hill  top 
overlooking  Camp  Ana  Mae.  Local  residents  and  supporters  were  searched  for 
any  outstanding  warrants,  dui's,  current  registration  and  insurance. 

Some  people  were  arrested.  Such  actions  demonstrate  a violation  of  the 
peoples'  right  to  religious  and  political  expression. 

HORSES  STOLEN  BY  HOPI  INDIAN  AGENCY: 

Sometime  between  Thursday,  Dune  20  and  Sunday,  Dune  23,  the  Hopi  rangers 
stole  three  horses  from  Teddy  Begay,  resident  of  Cactus  Valley/Red  Willow 
Spring  Sovereign  Community  and  a relocation  resister.  Robert  Carolin, 
Superintendent  of  the  Hopi  Indian  Agency  admitted  that  he  violated  the  law, 
25  CFR  168.16  ensures  the  right  to  five  days  notice  prior  to  any 
confiscation.  On  Duly  3,  1996,  one  day  before  the  horses  would  have  been 
sold  at  public  auction,  local  residents  were  able  to  stop  the  sale.  On 
this  date  Robert  Carolin  admitted  that  he  provided  improper  notice  to 
Teddy  Begay.  However  he  refused  to  release  the  two  unbranded  horses,  even 
though  proper  ownership  was  provided.  Teddy  Begay  was  ordered  to  pay  $553. 
60  for  the  release  of  two  unbranded  horses.  Impoundment  fees  are  also 
added  for  each  day  they  are  there.  The  Navajo  Nation  used  to  pay  for  the 
release  of  residents  livestock.  President  Albert  Hale,  The  Navajo  Nation 
does  not. 

Duly  3,  1996,  one  illegally  impounded  branded  horse  was  returned  to 
Teddy  Begay  by  the  Hopi  Indian  Agency.  This  horse  returned  with  a gash  on 
its  forehead,  3"  across  and  1"  down.  The  white  areas  around  the  pupils  of 
its  eyes  are  red,  swollen  and  look  as  though  they  will  pop  out  of  its  head. 

There  is  blood  on  the  leg  and  whip  marks  on  the  right  rear  end.  No 
explanation  was  given  by  the  Hopi  ranger  returning  the  horse.  Teddy  Begay 
and  his  family  are  concerned  that  the  remaining  two  unbranded  horses  might 
also  have  been  abused.  Such  retaliation  by  the  Hopi  tribe  must  cease. 

The  reason  their  horse  were  unbranded  is  because  the  Navajo  Nation  and  the 
Hopi  tribe  refuse  to  provide  branding  services.  Other  services,  including 
maintenance  of  water  wells,  dirt  roads  and  residents  homes  is  also  denied 
by  both  tribes. 

WHAT  IS  SDN?  To  strengthen  their  resistance,  residents  have  united 
under  Sovereign  Dine'  Nation  (SDN),  an  organization  begun  years  ago. 

Roberta  Blackgoat  is  the  Chairperson.  SDN  represents  a loose  affiliation 
of  Big  Mountain  Sovereign  Dine'  Nation,  Mosquito  Springs  Sovereign  Dine' 
Nation  and  Cactus  Valley/  Red  Willow  Spring  Sovereign  Communities.  They 
are  now  directly  communicating  to  the  world  via  an  Internet  e-mail  number 
and  an  SDN  home  page. 

RESIDENTS  LIVING  IN  PEABODY'S  MINING  PERMIT  AREA  WIN  VICTORY  IN 
ADMINISTRATIVE  LAW  COURT  DECISION  TO  REVOKE  PEABODY'S  KAYENTA  MINE  PERMIT: 

Pressure  by  the  people  is  hampering  Peabody's  plans  to  mine  Cactus  Valley 
and  Forest  Lake  communities.  Residents  are  exercising  their  right  to 


resist  relocation  by  Peabody  guaranteed  in  the  original  lease  the  Navajo 
Nation  signed  with  Peabody  Coal  Company.  They  are  also  exercising  their 
rights  guaranteed  under  the  Surface  Mining  Control  and  Reclamation  Act 
(SMCRA) . Some  residents  face  relocation  by  Peabody  Coal  Company  and  the 
Hopi  tribe  at  the  same  time.  A lot  of  money  is  involved.  Peabody  pays 
the  Navajo  Nation  and  Hopi  tribe  45  million  dollars  each  year  in  royalties. 

Even  though  residents  living  in  the  mining  permit  area  receive  nothing 
but  contamination  of  their  ground  and  surface  water,  air,  and  land 
resources,  and  desecration  of  their  sacred  and  burial  sites. 

RESIDENTS  LIVING  IN  THE  MINING  PERMIT  AREA  CONTINUE  TO  RESIST  RELOCATION  BY 
PEABODY  COAL  COMPANY: 

The  Navajo  Nation  and  Navajo  Nation  President  Albert  Hale  has  told  the 
resisters  'there  is  no  alternative',  that  they  must  sign  the  third 
proposed  Accommodation  Agreement  by  December  31  or  face  forced  eviction. 
Those  who  continue  to  resist  live  a traditional  lifestyle  on  land  their 
ancestors  have  lived  on  for  over  eighteen  generations.  They  depend  upon 
their  livestock  and  their  land  for  their  survival  and  continuation  of 
their  way  of  life.  They  did  not  participate  in  the  drafting  of  the 
proposed  Agreement. 

ABANDONMENT  BY  THE  NAVA30  NATION: 

Since  Public  Law  93-531,  the  Relocation  Act  was  passed  in  1974,  without  a 
public  hearing,  over  10,000  traditional  Dine'  and  100  Hopi  have  been 
evicted  from  their  ancestral  land.  Many  people  that  relocated  have  died 
due  to  effects  from  alcoholism  and  suicide.  Many  others,  only  Dine' 
speaking,  lost  their  homes  due  to  failure  to  pay  mortgages  and  utility 
bills.  Those  that  continue  to  resist  have  been  told  by  relatives  and 
friends  that  relocated,  'do  not  give  up  the  land'.  But  resisting  means 
facing  forced  and  coerced  eviction,  illegal  livestock  confiscations,  and 
no  basic  services  provided  to  them  by  both  the  Navajo  Nation  and  the  Hopi 
tribe.  For  over  twenty  years  residents  have  been  denied  home  improvement 
and  new  home  construction,  in  conditions  comparable  to  many  third  world 
countries.  Sometime  as  many  as  eighteen  people  have  been  forced  to  live  in 
one  room  without  electricity,  telephones  and  running  water.  Many  have  to 
haul  their  drinking  water  and  water  for  their  livestock  over  forty  miles 
round  trip  on  ungraded  and  poorly  maintained  dirt  roads. 

PUBLIC  LAW  93-531,  THE  RELOCATION  ACT: 

Please  help  resisters  kill  the  third  proposed  Accommodation  Agreement. 

It  violates  their  Constitutional  rights,  including  Amendment  I,  Amendment 
IV,  Amendment  VI,  Amendment  XIV,  Amendment  XV.  Their  case  will  be  heard 
sometime  before  Ninth  Circuit  Court  sometime  in  early  fall.  They  need 
your  help  to  ensure  that  their  voice  is  heard. 

THIS  IS  A CRITICAL  TIME: 

The  elders,  residents  and  youth  need  you  to  make  a commitment  now  to  come 
and  witness  and  observe.  If  you  are  able  to  help  or  want  more  information, 
please  contact:  e-mail:  sdn@primenet.com  AND  phone/fax  # 520/522-8683 
AND  by  regular  mail:  SDN,  P.O.  Box  2393,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86003. 

CALL  FOR  SUPPORT: 

Please  help  broadcast  this  Update  on  Internet,  via  fax  and  regular  mail. 
Please  phone  and  fax  Steve  Heeley,  Counsel  and  Aide  to  Senator  3ohn  McCain, 
AND  the  Honorable  Senator  Dohn  McCain,  Chairman  and  members.  Senate 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  phone  # 202/224-2251,  fax  # 202/228-2862  AND 
President  Albert  Hale,  The  Navajo  Nation  fax  # 520/871-4025  AND  David  E. 
Lombardi,  Chief  Court  Mediator,  Settlement  Program,  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals 
for  the  Ninth  Circuit  Court,  phone  # 415/744-9800,  fax  # 415/744-9725  AND 
Attorney  General  3anet  Reno,  U.S.  Department  of  Dustice, 
fax  # 202/514-4371. 

"RE : Peoples  Convention  at  Leech  Lake"  


Date:  Tue,  9 3ul  1996  16:08:13  -0500 


From:  feather  eaglerock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET. COM> 
Sub j : Peoples  Convention  at  Leech  Lake 


Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml.spcs.umn.edu> 

Press  Release:  by  No.  Central  Minn.  N.A.  Vets  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 
Leech  Lake  Reservation  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe 

On  Monday,  Duly  8,  newly  elected  Leech  Lake  Tribal  Chairman  Eli  Hunt, 
dismissed  the  three  top  business  administrators  of  the  Leech  Lake  Band  and 
appointed  new  people.  The  remainder  of  the  council  questioned  his 
authority  to  take  this  action.  At  10  am  today,  Tuesday  Duly  9,  a open 
public  meeting  (people's  convention)  was  called  to  order  in  the  Paradise 
Room  at  the  Palace  Casino.  Before  calling  the  meeting  to  order  Chairman 
Hunt  asked  for  traditional  prayers  in  the  Ojibwe  language  be  given  by  two 
spiritual  leaders  from  the  band.  Chairman  Hunt  received  a standing  ovation 
from  the  majority  of  more  than  400  Leech  Lake  Band  members  in  attendance 
when  he  announced  his  action  in  terminating  the  administrators . 

Issues  raised  by  the  people: 

Band  members  questioned  the  presence  of  tribal  lawyers,  (both  non-band 
members)  and  asked  that  they  leave.  When  they  initially  refused  to  leave, 
band  members  asked  that  they  be  charged  with  criminal  trespass.  After  a 
stand-off  period,  band  members  from  each  district  stepped  forward  to 
request  respective  district  council  members  to  ask  the  lawyers  to  leave. 
Lawyers  finally  shook  hands  with  the  district  reps  and  left. 

The  construction  firm  out  of  Detroit  Lakes  that  is  building  the  $3  million 
new  motel  next  to  the  Casino,  employs  no  band  members. 

Petitions  for  the  recall  of  convicted  felons,  Myron  Ellis  and  Dan  Brown 
are  still  circulating.  Petitions  require  20%  of  eligible  voters  who  live 
on  the  reservation.  RBC  office  quoted  a number  of  3000+  eligible  voters 
living  on  the  reservation.  Only  1600  ballots  were  ordered  for  the  recent 
election . 

The  State  of  Minnesota  negotiated  with  the  RBC  to  allow  non-indians  to 
hunt  and  fish  on  the  reservation  land  in  exchange  for  $5  million.  Question 
was  asked,  "Where's  the  $5  million?" 

RBC  was  questioned  about  their  policy  of  holding  secret  meetings  off  the 
reservation.  Council  member  Myron  Ellis  denied  that  secret  meetings  are 
held,  saying  that  they  are  'special  meetings'  where  confidential  matters 
are  discussed. 

Complaint  voiced  about  the  cultural  ignorance  of  non-indian  supervisors. 
Casino  employee  was  refused  leave  to  attend  a nephew's  funeral  because 
"the  relationship  was  not  close  enough." 

Call  was  made  for  a provision  for  primary  elections. 

Call  for  the  creation  of  a Reservation  Constitution  and  an  Elders 
Council.  Questions  arose  about  who  would  determine  the  membership  of  the 
Elders  Council 

The  people  called  to  accept  the  appointments  of  the  new  administrators 
on  interim  basis  and  to  open  the  positions  up  to  application  by  qualified 
individuals.  After  a show  of  hands  for  support  of  the  Chairman's  action, 
band  members  were  asked  to  sign  petitions  and  note  their  districts  at  head 
table  either  in  support  of  the  chairman's  action  or  to  oppose  it. 

Meeting  was  adjourned. 

Overall  feeling  of  the  people  is  that  this  is  a beginning  for  new  and  open 
government  for  the  Leech  Lake  Anishinabe.  But  there  is  much  work  to  do. 
Several  elders  spoke  up  in  support  of  the  new  tribal  chairman  and  his 
actions.  Although  there  were  outbursts,  the  meeting  was  for  the  most  part 
orderly.  Many  emotional  issues  were  brought  up  that  will  have  to  be 
addressed  in  future  meetings. 

Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 


RE:  HUD  Denies  HACN  Housing  Request 


Date:  Tue,  09  Tul  1996  08:03:27  +0000 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : HUD  Denies  HACN  Housing  Request  AGAIN 

Newsgroups : alt . native , soc . culture. native 

The  Cherokee  Observer- -Duly  issue  lead  story 
HUD  Denies  HACN  Housing  Request  AGAIN 
by  Managing  Editor-David  Cornsilk 

11th  Hour  Application  Fails 

Once  again,  the  Housing  Authority  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  (HACN)  has 
failed  to  secure  funding  for  houses  from  the  federal  department  of  Housing 
and  Development  (HUD) . 

An  application  from  HACN  was  submitted  last  month,  near  the  end  of  the 
deadline,  and  hand  delivered  to  the  Oklahoma  City  office  of  HUD,  by  Toel 
Thompson,  HACN  executive  director.  According  to  a source  close  to  the 
Oklahoma  City  office,  Thompson's  application  for  150  houses  was  denied. 

The  Housing  Authority  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  has  not  received  funding 
for  at  least  three  years.  According  to  some  sources,  this  is  the  fifth 
time  the  Housing  Authority  was  denied  funding  for  houses  under  Thompson's 
leadership.  The  Cherokee  Observer  has  documented  a loss  of  funding  under 
Thompson's  leadership  twice  in  the  past  three  years. 

According  to  Doe  Tones,  former  Sec./Trea.  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  he  and 
Thompson  flew  to  Washington,  D.C.  to  lobby  directly  for  housing  at  the 
main  office  of  HUD.  Apparently  this  lobbying  was  of  no  use,  as 
Thompson's  application  was  still  denied. 

Immediately  following  the  decision  not  to  fund  the  CNHA,  Thompson  is 
alleged  to  have  taken  an  extended  vacation  in  California. 

An  employee  of  the  CNHA  who  asked  to  remain  unnamed  stated,  "Toel 
(Thompson)  returned  from  his  California  trip  and  looked  like  Hell.  He 
told  several  key  staff  members  he  intended  to  resign." 

An  official  statement  from  the  CNHA  indicates  Thompson  did  not  resign. 
"Cora  Hammer  and  Denise  Honowa  (both  employees  of  HACN)  begged  Toel  not  to 
leave,"  the  source  said. 

"They  pleaded  with  Toel  for  two  hours  to  stay  so  they  could  keep  their 
jobs . " 

Records  obtained  from  the  Oklahoma  City  Office  of  HUD  indicate  that 
Thompson  secured  16  houses.  However,  this  is  not  a net  gain.  The  16 
houses  were  returned  to  the  HACN  from  houses  that  had  been  rescinded  or 
taken  back  by  HUD  due  to  poor  performance  in  getting  houses  started. 

According  to  minutes  of  a meeting  held  with  the  directors  of  the  Indian 
housing  authorities,  HUD  intended  to  "automatically"  return  any  rescinded 
houses.  The  application  or  it  would  be  denied.  The  HACN  applied  for  51 
rescinded  houses  and  received  16.  "Thompson  or  his  staff  didn't  follow 
directions, "the  source  said.  "All  they  had  to  do  was  fill  out  the  forms 
right  and  we  get  back  all  the  houses  we  lost  and  we  couldn't  even  get 
that  right."  The  source  added  that  Thompson  may  be  setting  up  a printing 
business  and  trying  to  get  printing  contracts  for  Cherokee  Nation  Bingo 
Outpost's  paper  goods.  "If  you  ask  me,"  said  the  source, "Thompson  needs 
to  be  looking  for  something  to  fall  back  on." 

"RE : Etowah  Site  and  1st  Amendment"  

Date:  28  Tun  1996  16:13:51  GMT 

From:  Tohn  Eaton  <jeaton@amcl500.atlm.peachnet.edu> 

Sub j : Etowah  Site  and  1st  Amendment 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, soc . culture . native. ameri can. 

My  brother.  Two  Lands,  visited  the  Etowah  site  outside  of  Cartersville, 
GA,  this  week,  and  brought  back  some  disturbing  news. 

On  the  brochure  entitled  "Etowah  Indian  Mounds"  is  a stamped-in-red 


addendum : 

"Any  religious  or  spiritual  activity  performed  in  any  manner  is  not 
permitted  at  mound  area.  Special  first  amendment  right  area  provided 
with  permit--see  manager." 

Elder  William  White  was  accosted  by  the  "management"  of  the  Etowah  site 
last  year,  for  "loitering/'  a case  which  is  still  in  litigation.  He  was 
accused  as  well  of  "devil  worship"  and  "disturbing  the  peace."  He  is  a 
son  of  Georgia,  and  tries  to  live  in  harmony  with  the  Creator. 

Evidently,  his  "crime"  was  having  prayer. 

I will  be  contacting  the  Etowah  management  soon  to  find  out  more  about 
this  new  development.  I was  there  myself  last  year,  and  there  was  no 
"set  aside"  First  Amendment  area.  Since  Itawa  has  been  a sacred  site 
for  our  people  far  longer  than  Washington  has  been  on  the  map,  I find 
this  new  turn  of  the  imperialist  worm  most  disturbing. 

Will  post  new  news  as  we  learn  it-- 
John 


"RE : CNO  Deputy  Chief  Takes  Swipe"  

Date:  Sun,  30  Dun  1996  18:42:35  -0700 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : FYI — CNO  Deputy  Chief  Takes  Swipe 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 

The  following  is  posted  for  your  information-courtesy  of  The  Cherokee 
Observer,  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The  following  article  was  published  Dune  22,  1996  in  the  Tahlequah  Times 
Dournal  written  by  Editor-Leon  Briggs. 

"The  Deputy  Chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  has  been  accused  of  striking  a 
Cherokee  health  department  employee  after  a heated  discussion  which 
followed  a Cherokee  tribal  council  meeting  earlier  this  week.  According 
to  sources  in  the  Cherokee  Nation,  the  incident  may  have  been  caught  on 
video  as  well. 

A reporter  from  the  Cherokee  Observer  who  interviewed  Chief  Doe  Byrd 
afterward,  told  the  Times-Dournal  that  the  chief  confirmed  the 
altercation  and  said  he  would  investigate  the  matter  and  a statement 
would  be  issued  later. 

Barbara  Conness,  tribal  councilwoman  from  Day,  Oklahoma  confirmed  she 
was  present  at  the  altercation  but  had  no  comment  when  questioned  except 
to  say  that  she  was  not  "pushed"  by  the  Deputy  Chief  as  some  people  have 
alleged . 

"I've  heard  all  sorts  of  rumors,"  she  said.  "Some  of  them  were 
pretty  wild . " 

The  rumors  she  refers  to  allege  that  after  the  tribal  council  meeting. 
Deputy  Chief  Garland  Eagle  attempted  to  speak  with  the  director  of  the 
Wilma  P.  Mankiller  Health  Clinic,  Emmett  "Spike"  Kelley,  concerning 
matters  related  to  job  activities  in  the  health  department. 

Kelley  allegedly  refused  to  speak  with  the  Deputy  Chief  but  sent  him 
instead  to  speak  with  Dr.  David  Kingfisher,  Health  Services  Director  of 
the  Cherokee  Nation  and  Kelley's  superior. 

Shortly  after  being  confronted  by  the  Deputy  Chief,  sources  told  the 
Times-Dournal,  a heated  discussion  occurred  and  Dr.  Kingfisher  "got  in 
Garland's  face,  yelling  and  pointing  his  finger  in  his  face..."  at  which 
time  Eagle  allegedly  responded  by  swinging  his  satchel  at  Kingfisher's 
head  striking  him  around  the  facial  area. 

A spokesman  at  the  Cherokee  Nation  Communication's  department 
responded  to  the  Times'  Dournal  inquiries  by  saying  he  was  unaware  of  the 
specifics  of  the  altercation  but  was  briefed  on  the  confirmation  of  the 
altercation  and  was  told  an  investigation  is  underway. 

THE  END 


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


The  following  article  was  published  Dune  27,  1996  in  the  Muskogee  Phoenix. 
It  was  written  by  Phoenix  staff  writer  Donna  Hales. 


"A  protective  order  has  been  issued  against  Cherokee  Nation  Deputy 
Chief  Garland  Eagle  and  a hearing  is  scheduled  for  8:30AM  Duly  11  in 
Cherokee  County  District  Court. 

A judge  this  week  ordered  Eagle  not  to  injure  or  interfere  with  Dr. 
David  D.  Ricketts-Kingfisher,  tribal  health  director,  or  Tammy  Marshal,  a 
tribal  health  employee. 

Marshall  said  in  her  complaint  that  Eagle  threatened  to  "whip  her  ass. 

Ricketts-Kingf isher ' s complaint  alleged  that  Eagle,  without  warning, 
struck  Ricketts-Kingfisher  from  behind  with  a bag  full  of  articles, 
making  contact  near  his  right  eye  "with  total  disregard  for  my  well 
being,  while  I was  defenseless." 

Eagle  allegedly  became  upset  after  being  denied  job-related 
information  from  the  administrator  of  a tribal  health  clinic  under 
Ricketts-Kinfisher ' s jurisdiction.  Both  men  allegedly  lost  their  tempers 
and  were  engaged  in  a verbal  altercation  when  Eagle  hit  Ricketts- 
Kingfisher  with  a cloth  bag. 

Cherokee  Nation  spokesman  Dan  Agent  said  Eagle  and  Ricketts- 
Kingfisher  met  Wednesday  morning  and  tried  to  iron  out  their  differences. 

Eagle  released  a statement  saying  he  had  extended  an  apology  for  his 
behaviour  on  Dune  19  "with  the  goal  of  making  a fresh  start  and  working 
together  in  the  future  to  serve  the  Cherokee  people." 

Ricketts-Kingfisher  accepted  the  apology.  Agent  said. 

Eagle  did  not  return  calls  to  his  office  and  home.  Ricketts- 
Kingfisher  said  he  wouldn't  talk  about  the  incident  on  the  telephone  but 
would  consent  to  a personal  interview  later. 

THE  END 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The  following  is  a Cherokee  Nation  News  Release  for  release  Dune  27,  1996 

"Cherokee  Nation  Deputy  Principal  Chief  Dames  "Garland"  Eagle  extended 
apologies  to  two  staff  members  following  an  incident  on  Dune  19. 

The  incident  occurred  at  the  W.W.  Keeler  Tribal  Complex  following  a 
tribal  council  committee  meeting.  The  two  staff  members  involved  were  Dr. 
David  Kingfisher,  executive  director  of  health  services  and  Tammy 
Marshall,  office  manager  for  health  services. 

Eagle  met  with  Kingfisher  on  Dune  26,  where  he  offered  his 
apology  for  his  behavior. 

"It  is  time  to  resolve  our  differences,  and  work  together  in  the 
future  to  serve  the  Cherokee  people,"  Eagle  said. 

Kingfisher  agreed,  "My  commitment  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  is  to 
provide  the  most  efficient  and  highest  quality  health  care  for  Cherokee 
people,"  Kingfisher  said.  "Differences  in  opinions  should  not  hinder  us 
from  our  responsibilities." 

On  Dune  27,  Eagle  met  with  Marshall  and  extended  an  apology  to  her 
for  his  actions. 

Marshall  accepted  the  apology  and  stated  that  she  hopes  we  can  all 
continue  to  do  our  jobs  and  not  forget  that  the  Cherokee  people  are  the 
number  one  priority. 

Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd  said,  "When  you  have  people  in  positions  at 
the  Cherokee  Nation  that  truly  care  about  Cherokee  people,  sometimes 
emotions  get  the  best  of  us." 

Byrd  said  that  he  is  glad  that  all  parties  could  come  together  for  a 
new  beginning  for  the  betterment  of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  "I  understand 
that  things  get  heated  at  times,  but  we  must  always  think  of  what  is  best 
for  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  its  citizens  as  we  carry  out  our  respective 
duties,"  Byrd  said. 

THE  END 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The  Cherokee  Observer  received  the  Dune  27  Press  release  from  Cherokee 
Nation  at  4:41PM  Deputy  Chief  Garland  Eagle  was  fined  $500  the  next  morning 
in  Cherokee  Nation  Tribal  Court,  and  is  scheduled  to  appear  in  tribal  court 
again  next  month. 


"RE : On  Canada  Day"  

Date:  1 Dul  1996  13:10:05  GMT 

From:  bfl45@FreeNet.Carleton.CA  (Allen  Gabriel) 

Sub  j : ON  "CANADA"  DAY 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

"The  Government  of  Canada  has  declared  Dune  21st  of  every  year  to  be 
National  Aboriginal  Day  to  celebrate  the  contribution  of  Aboriginal 
peoples  to  Canadian  society  as  Canada's  First  Peoples  and  to  recognize 
their  different  cultures."  --  D.I.A.N.D.  Backgrounder  (May  1996) 

The  Canadian  government  is  saying  that,  once  a year,  Canadians  should 
celebrate  the  Aboriginal  Peoples',  "...unparalleled  contributions  to  the 
development  of  this  country...". 

To  help  everyone  celebrate,  Indian  Affairs  has  taken  the  time  to  develop 
a list  of  suggested  activities.  This  list,  however,  demonstrates  a 
fundamental  lack  of  understanding  on  the  part  of  the  people  who  are 
supposed  to  be  the  bridge  between  our  peoples.  The  "meat"  of  what  they 
offer,  in  the  form  of  suggested  activities,  can  only  be  described  as 
tokenism . 

Some  of  the  suggestions  contained  on  this  list  range  from  being  naive  and 
uninformed,  to  being  outright  offensive.  One  of  my  favourite  suggestions 
is  the  one  for  a golf  tournament.  Being  Kanienkehaka  (Mohawk)  from 
Kanesatake,  my  first  thought  was  to  call  lean  Ouellette,  Sam  Elkas  and  Tom 
Siddon  to  set  up  a foursome  and  hit  the  links  at  the  Oka  Golf  Course  this 
afternoon.  The  only  problem  is,  who'll  caddie  for  us? 

Indian  Affairs  also  suggests  that  a community  feast,  such  as  a potlatch, 
could  be  organized  over  the  lunch  hour.  As  far  as  I know,  a potlatch  is  an 
elaborate  celebration  --  which  includes  ceremonies,  dancing  to  traditional 
songs,  a feast  and  giveaways  --  which  can  last  several  days.  It  can  hardly 
be  squeezed  into  a lunch  hour.  Someone  in  Indian  Affairs  is  confusing  a 
potlatch  and  a potluck  meal. 

There  is  a problem  with  the  concept  of  a national,  or  international, 
"day".  Take  Earth  Day,  for  example.  Every  April  the  world,  for  one  day,  is 
supposed  to  celebrate  Mother  Earth.  People  "tsk,  tsk"  the  current 
situation,  politicians  make  speeches  and  do  something  "environmental". 

This  is  supposed  to  make  people  feel  good  about  their  "concern"  for  the 
environment.  Then,  during  the  other  364  days  of  the  year,  the  rape  and 
desecration  of  her  gifts  to  us  (you  probably  know  them  as  natural 
resources)  continues  as  usual.  No,  there's  something  wrong  with  that 
picture,  which  is  not  at  all  consistent  with  the  approach  of  most 
indigenous  cultures. 

On  a more  practical  level,  some  of  these  ideas  may  be  good  ones  but, 
they'll  be  difficult  to  implement  because  of  the  I differences  inherent  in 
our  respective  societies  and  ways.  The  Canadian  government's  continued 
approach,  in  promoting  an  understanding  and  appreciation  of  indigenous 
cultures,  is  to  "Canadianize"  us. 

For  example,  many  of  our  people  take  a holistic  approach  to  life  --  all 
segments  of  the  Circle  of  Life  valuable  and  are  interconnected.  Our 
spirituality  is  the  fundamental  basis  of  all  we  do.  Our  society  is  based 
on  the  concept  of  using  a good  mind  in  order  to  come  to  one  mind  on 
issues.  We  have  a concept  of  leadership  that  is  fundamentally  different 
from  yours.  We  use  different  methods  to  resolve  conflict.  We  lead  a 
harmonious  existence  with  all  of  Creation.  All  these  distinct  aspects  of 
our  society  flow  from  the  original  teachings  we  received  from 
Sonkwaiatison,  our  Creator. 

This  conflicts  with  the  way  Canadians  do  things.  It's  been  my  experience 
that  attempting  to  incorporate  "traditional  activities"  such  as  Smudging, 
Opening/Thanksgiving  Ceremonies,  etc.,  into  a corporate  setting  often 
results  in  their  being  treated  as  just  another  agenda  item.  A certain 
amount  of  time  is  allotted  to  "the  spiritual  segment"  of  the  day  and  then 
people  go  back  to  business  as  usual.  If  the  principles  inherent  in  our 
ways  do  not  become  the  fundamental  foundation  for  all  we  do  on  a daily 


basis,  we  diminish  and  trivialize  them,  and  that  is  the  height  of  disrespect. 

From  our  perspective,  you  tend  to  compartmentalize  and  segregate  virtually 
all  aspects  of  your  daily  lives.  Your  institutions  also  reflect  that 
segmented  approach  and  operate  in  that  manner. 

I think  the  suggestions  that  deal  with  treaties,  recreation  of  historical 
events  and  other  educational  exchanges  can  all  be  good  things  but  only  if 
they're  done  properly.  Whose  perspective  will  prevail,  or  be  given  more 
weight?  We  all  know  there  are  more  than  one  perception  of  the  same 
"historical  events."  One  of  the  reasons  there  is  such  an  emotional 
backlash  to  our  struggle  to  retain  our  place  on  the  earth  is  that  few 
Canadians  know  the  true  history  of  the  part  of  the  world  they  call  Canada. 

How  many  people  know  that  "Canada"  is  derived  from  the  Kanienkehaka  word, 
Kanata,  which  means  village? 

No  doubt,  this  list  was  intended  to  help  Canadians  be  aware,  and 
sensitive,  of  our  cultures  and  traditional  ways.  It  fails  miserably, 
however,  as  is  demonstrated  by  the  reaction  of  one  Aboriginal  person  to 
whom  I sent  the  materials: 

"Earlier  today  I started  to  get  that  queasy  feeling  when  I saw  smudges, 
prayers,  and  potlatching  listed  as  'lunch  time  activities'  that  could  be 
squeezed  in  somehow  between  word  processing  or  board  meetings  or  whatever. 
This  little  laundry  list  is  so  fundamentally  disrespectful  that  only  a 
person  who  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  significance  of  some  of  these 
activities  could  have  put  this  list  together...  maybe  I AM  offended  after 
all..." 

There's  no  justice  in  National  Aboriginal  Day  and  our  people  will  have 
little  to  celebrate  until  justice  is  done.  I can  say  this  given  your 
government's  track  record  in  dealing  with  our  people.  This  is  just  as 
self-serving  and  self-legitimizing  as  all  federal  and  provincial 
government's  policies  on  "Aboriginal"  issues. 

I also  find  it  particularly  ironic  that  Indian  Affairs  would  close  out 
their  list  of  activities  with  the  following  cautionary  note: 

"It  is  highly  recommended  that,  in  planning  events,  you  involve  a person 
knowledgeable  in  Aboriginal  traditions." 

Maybe  taking  their  own  advice,  and  having  Aboriginal  people  offer  what 
would  --  and  wouldn't  --  be  appropriate,  would  have  been  one  step  away 
from  tokenism. 

"RE : Mohican  Site  Endangered  by  Wal-Mart"  

Date:  Fri,  5 Dul  1996  14:00:05  -0400 
From:  "Debra  J.  Winchell"  <winchd@rpi . edu> 

Sub j : Ancient  Mohican  Site  Endangered  by  Wal-Mart 

UUCP  email 

ANCIENT  MOHICAN  SITE  ENDANGERED  BY  WAL-MART 
WE  MUST  ACT  NOW! 

4 WAYS  WE  CAN  FIGHT: 

1.  WRITE  WAL-MART 

loin  us  in  protesting  Wal-Mart 's  actions  by  sending  e-mail  protests  to  the 
Letters  to  the  President  at  letters@wal-mart.com  or  letters  to  the  people 
listed  below.  They  only  have  an  option  to  buy  the  property.  If  we  apply 
enough  pressure,  perhaps  they  will  pull  out. 

Key  People  at  Wal-Mart 

S.  Robson  Walton,  Chairman 
Donald  G.  Soderquist,  VC  and  COO 
David  D.  Blass,  President  and  CEO 

William  R.  Fields,  President  and  CEO,  Wal-Mart  Stores 
Division 

loseph  S.  Hardin,  EVP,  COO,  Wal-Mart  Stores  Division 
lohn  B.  Menzer,  EVP  and  CFO 
Nicholas  1.  White,  EVP  Supercenter  Division 
Headquarters  Address: 

Bentonville,  AR  72716 
Phone:  501-273-4000 


Fax:  501-273-8650 

2.  WRITE  THE  LOCAL  NEWSPAPER 

Local  residents  are  circulating  petitions  in  favor  of  Wal-Mart  building  the 
store  on  Leeds  Flat.  We  must  make  our  feelings  known  that  this  would  be 
theft  of  Mohican  history  and  culture.  Send  letters  to: 

Voice  of  the  People 
Catskill  Daily  Mail 
30  Church  Street 

Catskill,  NY  12414  Faxed  letters  require 
fax:  518-943-2063  a signature. 

3.  WRITE  THE  U.S.  ARMY  CORP  OF  ENGINEERS 

The  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  must  rule  on  the  historic  significance 
of  this  site  and  it  has  not  yet  issued  a permit  for  the  project,  awaiting 
the  outcome  of  further  archaeological  research  and  compliance  with  Section 
106  of  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act.  Please  write  to: 

Colonel  Gary  Thomas 
District  Engineer 

U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  - NY  District 

26  Federal  Plaza 

New  York,  New  York  10278 

explaining  you  are  and  ask  for  information  regarding  the  status  of  the 
permit  review.  Stress  the  historical  and  cultural  significance  of  the  site 
and  the  necessity  of  a fair  hearing. 

4.  SUPPORT  THE  MOHICAN  NATION 

Write,  fax  or  e-mail  the  Tribal  Council  a message  of  your  support. 
They  would  be  glad  to  know  they  have  allies  in  the  Original  Homeland. 

Mohican  Nation 

Tribal  Council 

N8467  Moh  He  Con  Nuck  Road 

Bowler,  WI  54416 

Phone:  715-793-4111 

Fax:  715-793-1307 

E-mail:  gehman@mail.wiscnet.net 

For  further  information,  please  view  the  website  at 
http://www.rpi.edu/~winchd/mohicans.html,  contact  the  Mohican  Nation  at 
715-793-4111  or  Stephen  Shadley  of  It's  Not  Easy  Being  Greene  212-243-6913. 
Please  post  elsewhere  and 
forward  to  interested  persons. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  support. 

Debra  Winchell  (winchd@rpi.edu) 

Mohican  descent,  Melrose,  NY 

"RE : Proposed  Store  on  Mohican  Land"  

Date:  Sun,  7 Dul  1996  06:21:14  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  aconcert@carroll . com  (3oe  Campagna) 

Sub j : Sunday  Work  for  First  Thing  Monday  A.M. 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

Dear  Mass  Recipients:  Please  Solicit  fax  press  release  (not  the  enclosed 
letter)  from  resistance  organized  effort  to  News  desks  in  Greenfield/Boston 
Mass  Areas  (TV/Radio  News).  Also  please  send  press  release  for  mailing  list 
for  a.m.  delivery  to  email  lists  1-a  to  42-b  (our  list),  monday.  NYC  news 
desks  are  interested  but  protest  is  not  in  viewing  area.  "If  Massachusetts 
TV  picks  up  story  and  the  protest  is  big  enough,  and  airs  in  Mass  it  may 
spill  over  to  other  viewing  areas"  - ABC  News  Assignment  Editor,  NYC. 

If  individuals  call  Massachusetts  News  (Television/print)  from  work  or  home 
- the  more  the  better. 

Can  somebody  get  the  numbers  for  all  TV  stations  in  Greenfield/Boston  area? 
The  more  who  can  in  the  better  the  chance  of  news  sending  crew. 

IDEA  TO  BACK  UP  PROTEST  IS  TO  FIND  PHONE  NUMBERS  FAX  NUMBERS  AND  EXTENSIONS 
FOR  THE  FOLLOWING  INDIVIDUALS  *wall-mart  personnel*  AND  CONTACT  THEM  or 
leave  message  with  secretaries: 


S.  Robson  Walton,  Chairman 
Donald  G.  Soderquist,  VC  and  COO 
David  D.  Blass,  President  and  CEO 
William  R.  Fields,  President  and  CEO, 

Wal-Mart  Stores  Division 

Joseph  S.  Hardin,  EVP,  COO,  Wal-Mart  Stores  Division 
John  B.  Menzer,  EVP  and  CFO 
Nicholas  J.  White,  EVP  Supercenter  Division 
Bentonville,  AR  72716 

phone : ? 
fax:? 


Date:  Sat,  6 Jul  1996  17:28:36  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  "m_c_004b@frank.mtsu.edu"  <m_c_004b@frank.mtsu.edu> 

To:  aconcert@carroll . com 

Subject:  re:  Proposed  Store  on  Mohican  land  (fwd) 

Mime-Version:  1.0 

)*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*( 

: "I  must  Create  a System,  or  be  "Dux  Femina  Facti." 

: enslav'd  by  another  Man's;  : - Virgil 

: I will  not  Reason  and  Compare:  ("The  leader  of  the  enterprise 

: my  business  is  to  Create."  : is  a woman.") 

: (William  Blake)  

: : (m_c_004b@frank.mtsu.edu) 

)*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*(  )*( 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Sat,  6 Jul  1996  17:28:12  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  m_c_004b@frank.mtsu.edu  <m_c_004b@frank.mtsu.edu> 

To:  letters@walmart.com 

Cc:  gehman@mail.wiscnet.net 

Subject:  re:  Proposed  Store  on  Mohican  land 

July  6,  1996 

S.  Robson  Walton,  Chairman 
Donald  G.  Soderquist,  VC  and  COO 
David  D.  Blass,  President  and  CEO 
William  R.  Fields,  President  and  CEO, 

Wal-Mart  Stores  Division 

Joseph  S.  Hardin,  EVP,  COO,  Wal-Mart  Stores  Division 
John  B.  Menzer,  EVP  and  CFO 
Nicholas  J.  White,  EVP  Supercenter  Division 
Bentonville,  AR  72716 

Dear  Sirs: 

As  a constant  Walmart  patron  of  the  past  6 years,  I am  alarmed  to 
learn  of  the  corporation's  proposed  plans  to  build  a store  on  land  that 
shows  archaeological  proof  of  former  Mohican  Indian  occupancy. 

If  you  want  to  earn  an  enduring  bad  name  for  yourselves,  proceed 
with  this  project.  Walmart  will  eventually  be  seen  as  a destroyer  of 
cultural  heritage  and  history  in  the  name  of  profit.  However,  if  you 
wish  to  gain  priceless  good  publicity  and  good  will,  you  should  cease 
this  plan,  and  instead  donate  money  to  proceed  with  a complete 
archaeological  dig,  and  perhaps  even  a small  on-site  museum  or  park 
devoted  to  the  findings.  At  the  very  least,  if  you  must  build  there, 
sponsor  a complete  and  thorough  dig,  allowing  sufficient  time  for  it  to 
be  professionally  explored.  Allow  all  the  remains  to  be  properly 
removed,  then  build. 

The  cost  of  sponsoring  such  an  investigation,  and  of  postponing 
the  building,  would  be  minimal  compared  to  both  the  goodwill  and 
publicity  you  would  earn,  and  to  the  enmity  you  would  be  spared. 

Here,  I will  quote  from  the  letter  I received,  written  by  Ms. 


Debra  Winchell  and  Mr.  Doe  Campagna: 


">  WAL-MART  MUST  BE  STOPPED  NOW  before  > they  destroy  any  more  Native 
American  history  and  culture.  > American  capitalists  must  stop  taking  from 
Native  Americans.  > Wal-Mart  is  anti-family,  anti-Native  American, 
anti-history.  > Leeds  Flat  must  not  be  destroyed  to  satisfy  the  greed  of 
this  > corporation." 

I would  like  to  add  that  Walmart  is  not  alone  in  this  type  of 
situation;  many  expanding  businesses  are  faced  with  ethical  problems  such 
as  this.  I am  not  singling  out  Walmart.  But  this  type  of  precious 
information  and  heritage  cannot  *ever*  be  recovered,  once  destroyed.  And, 
It  doesn't  look  very  wholesome  for  your  corporate  image  to  be  seen 
building  a supermarket  on  top  of  a graveyard. 

Sincerely, 

Carolyn  K.  Martin 
MTSU  Box  4308 
Murfreesboro,  TN  37132 


Unsolicited  Subject  cc  via  snail  mail:  from  DC:  Barbera  Striesand, 

Sylvestor  Stallone,  Gene  Simmons,  Don  Bon  Dovi,  Denzel  Washington,  Bill 
Cosby,  Christopher  Reeve, 

Solicited  and  approved  to:  lay  Leno  and  writers  of  the  Tonight  Show 

Dear  Mass  Recipients:  Please  Solicit  to  News  desks  in  Greenfield  Mass  Areas 
(TV/Radio  News) : 

Footnote  to  Wal-Mart:  Rest  assured  that  there  will  be  protests  while  the 
store  is  in  operation. 

Doe  Campagna,  email  dept,  volunteer 

Reply:  aconcert@carroll . com  [voice  201-489-5057] 

United  Native  American  Television  Project 
http://www.jlc . net /~ j c at lin /interworld/ 

"RE : News  from  the  IAIA"  

Date:  Mon,  8 3ul  1996  10:38:36  -0700 
From:  gbird@Rt66.com  (Gloria  Bird) 

Sub j : FYI : NEWS  FROM  THE  INSTITUTE  OF  AMERICAN  INDIAN  ARTS  (IAIA) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  < NATIVE LIT- L@cornell . edu> 

I am  posting  an  announcement  here  because  I thought  it  would  be  relevant 
and  of  interest  to  native  lit  folks.  You  should  know  what  is  happening  at 
the  only  school  in  this  country  devoted  to  the  study  of  native  arts  and 
culture. 

On  Dune  28,  1996,  seventeen  of  the  Institute's  full-time  faculty's 
contracts  were  terminated.  Of  the  ten  remaining  faculty  being  offered 
contracts,  only  four  are  native,  and  of  those,  only  two  will  actually  teach 
an  art  form  in  the  fall.  Ten  of  the  terminated  faculty  are  native  artists 
and  writers,  and  include:  Linda  Lomahoftewa,  Barney  Bush,  Elizabeth  Woody, 
William  Yellow  Robe,  Dr.,  Don  Chunestudey,  Steve  LaBoueff,  Manuelita 
Lavato,  Larry  McNeil  and  Maxx  Stevens.  We  lost  more  than  half  of  our 
faculty  in  the  Creative  Writing  Department. 

Not  only  has  the  Administration  cut  faculty  positions,  it  has  also  gutted 
the  curriculum.  We  are  no  longer  a unique  institution  devoted  to  native 
arts  and  culture.  We  are  now  a mediocre  two  year  community  college  with  a 
very  expensive  tuition  unaffordable  to  most  native  students. 

On  Wednesday,  the  Coalition  to  Save  the  IAIA  will  go  on  line  in  order  to 
disseminate  updates  and  information.  I will  post  the  address  as  soon  as  I 
have  one.  We  will  be  soliciting  support  for  the  return  of  the  native  arts 
education  to  the  hands  of  the  faculty  of  the  IAIA,  among  other  things  which 
I cannot  get  into  here. 

I do  have  one  request  which  maybe  someone  in  Native  American  Studies  might 


be  able  to  help  with.  Are  there  any  precedent  cases  on  the  application  of 
the  Indian  Preference  Policy  which  might  help  us?  We  need  this  information 
ASAP. 

As  soon  as  the  address  is  posted  on  Wed,  please  resend  to  any  and  all 
newsgroups  you  may  subscribe  to. 

Any  further  information  should  be  directed  to  either  myself  at  this  address 
or  to:  jdavis@RT66.com 

Good  thoughts 
Gloria  Bird 

Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts 
St.  Michael's  Drive 
Box  20007 

Santa  Fe,  NM  87504 

— "RE:  Devil's  Tower  Ban"  - 

Date:  Sat,  22  Dun  1996  15:20:48  GMT 

From:  js_sals@alcor . concordia . ca  ( DONATHAN  S.  SALSBERG  ) 

Sub j : Devil's  Tower  ban,  protection  of  sacred  sites? 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

Long  Term  Effects  of  Devil's  Tower  Ban 

What  is  most  alarming  about  this  court  ruling  is  its  potential  to 
undermine  all  protection  of  Native  lands  which  has  thus  far  been 
guaranteed  by  federal  legislation  or  executive  order. 

In  order  for  this  ruling  not  to  produce  a catastrophic  snowball  effect, 
it  must  be  overturned  in  appeal.  Because  it  is  a constitutional  argument, 
it  cannot  be  directly  remedied  by  further  executive  orders,  nor  by 
congressional  legislation.  It  is  possible  that  other  courts  will  choose  to 
ignore  the  ruling,  deeming  it  to  apply  to  a very  specific  instance,  but 
this  is  very  unlikely 

Unfortunately,  there  is  a sense  in  which  this  ruling  can  be  seen  to  be 
justifiable  under  the  U.S.  Constitution.  The  situation,  however,  is  not 
hopeless.  Appeal  must  be  made  on  the  basis  that  it  is  not  really  a 
religious  matter,  but  a cultural,  socio-political  matter  involving  the 
Federal  Government  and  their  trust  responsibilities  towards  those  nations 
which  were  here  before  it. 

Dust  because  our  society  separates  the  institutions  of  religion,  and 
politics,  among  others,  does  not  mean  that  all  societies  do  so.  In  fact, 
most  non-European-derived  cultures  see  all  of  these  social  elements  as 
intertwined  to  the  point  of  being  simply  parts  of  a holistic  totality  (in 
fact,  centuries  ago  we  did  too).  For  this  reason,  it  is  arguable  that 
preserving  Native  sacred  sites  is  not  an  act  of  religious  favoritism  by 
the  federal  government,  but  one  of  political  duty  towards  those  Nations 
which  it  is  legally  bound  to  acknowledge. 

What  is  most  likely,  in  the  end,  is  that  this  case  will  be  nothing  more 
than  another  in  a long  line  of  infuriating  setbacks  to  the  cause  of  Native 
Rights.  Although  it  seems  alarming,  a token  of  broken  promises,  or  more 
accurately,  promises  the  federal  government  is  unable  to  keep,  it  may 
actually  lead  to  some  constitutional  decisions  in  the  higher  courts  which 
could  play  out  favorably  for  Native  Peoples  all  over  the  United  States. 

"RE : Kansas  Kickapoo  Oppose  Wyandotte"  

Date:  3 Dul  1996  21:41:54  GMT 
From:  DZE  <denglish@sfo . com> 

Sub j : Kansas  Kickapoo  Press  Release  RE:  Casino  at  Indian  Cemetery 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Creative  Writing  Department 
(505)  986-5552 
gbird@RT66.com 


KICKAPOO  TRIBE  IN  KANSAS  TO  OPPOSE  WYANDOTTE  FEE-TO-TRUST  ACQUISITION  AT 
KANSAS  CITY  KANSAS 


Dune  28,  1996 


(Horton  Kansas)  The  Kickapoo  Tribe  in  Kansas  announced  today  that  it 
will  oppose  the  fee-to-trust  land  acquisition  at  Kansas  City,  Kansas  by 
the  Wyandotte  Tribe  of  Oklahoma. 

The  Wyandotte  Tribe  (of  Oklahoma)  recently  filed  an  application  with  the 
Bureau  Affairs  (BIA)  to  place  approximately  one-half  acre  of  land  it 
plans  to  purchase  adjacent  to  the  old  Huron  Indian  Cemetery  in  trust 
status  so  it  can  establish  and  operate  a Class  III  (Las  Vegas  type) 

Gaming  facility  on  the  land. 

The  1988  Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act  allows  tribes  to  engage  in  Class 
III  Gaming  on  reservation  lands  that  are  held  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States  in  trust  for  the  tribe. 

The  Huron  Cemetery  is  located  just  north  of  City  Hall  in  downtown  Kansas 
City,  Kansas  and  consists  of  approximately  two  acres  that  was  reserved  as 
a "public  cemetery"  under  the  1855  Wyandotte  Treaty.  BIA  has  paid  the 
City  to  maintain  the  cemetery  over  the  years. 

In  the  1950' s the  Oklahoma  Wyandotte  Tribe  proposed  to  move  the  graves  at 
the  cemetery  to  Oklahoma  and  sell  the  cemetery  land  to  commercial 
interests  for  over  $1  million.  These  attempts  were  successfully  opposed 
by  members  of  the  Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas,  who  live  in  the  Kansas  City 
area,  and  local  civic  organizations. 

The  Oklahoma  Wyandotte  Oklahoma  Tribe's  latest  attempt  to  capitalize  on 
the  cemetery  is  based  on  BIA's  classification  of  the  cemetery  as 
"reservation  land."  If  it  is  in  fact  part  of  the  Oklahoma  Wyandotte 
Tribe's  reservation,  the  tribe  might  be  eligible  to  purchase  a one-half 
acre  tract  adjacent  to  the  cemetery  with  moneys  awarded  by  the  Indian 
Claims  Commission  and  have  it  placed  in  trust  status  for  Class  III  Gaming 
purposes.  The  Congressional  act  approving  disbursement  of  their  Indian 
Claims  Commission  money  provided  that  land  purchased  for  the  tribe  "shall 
be  placed  in  trust." 

On  May  31,  1996,  Governor  Bill  Graves  of  Kansas  sent  a letter  to 
Secretary  of  Interior  Babbitt  requesting  that  the  Oklahoma  Wyandotte 
Tribe's  application  be  held  in  abeyance  until  the  complex  historical  and 
legal  issues  involved  could  be  studied.  This  request  apparently  fell  on 
deaf  ears-  Assistant  Secretary  of  Interior  Ada  Deer  published  a notice  in 
the  Dune  12,  1996  edition  of  the  Federal  Register  stating  that  the 
Wyandotte's  application  was  approved,  BIA's  action  was  final  ant  that 
interested  parties  had  30  days  to  initiate  legal  proceedings  against  the 
BIA  to  stop  placing  the  land  in  trust. 

Fred  Thomas,  Chairman  of  the  Kickapoo  Tribe,  stated  that  politics  appears 
top  be  the  motivating  factor  behind  the  BIA  actions,  he  said  that  "the 
Kickapoo  Tribe  has  been  trying  to  get  BIA  to  put  land  in  trust  on  our 
reservation  for  several  years,  yet  along  comes  an  out  of  state  tribe  that 
doesn't  even  exercise  powers  of  self-government  in  Kansas  and  the  BIA 
processed  their  application  in  weeks." 

Thomas  questioned  whether  the  two  acre  tract  containing  the  cemetery  even 
has  reservation  status  to  begin  with;  stated  that  "BIA's  action  is  unfair 
to  the  Kansas  tribes  who  have  spent  considerable  amounts  of  time,  energy 
and  money  to  get  their  compacts  approved  so  they  could  conduct  gaming  in 
the  state  to  benefit  their  peoples." 

Thomas  stated  that  "the  Huron  Cemetery  and  two  adjacent  buildings  has 
been  designated  national  historic  sites  and  are  on  the  Register  of 
National  Historic  Places."  He  said  that  "the  general  public  also  has  an 
interest  in  the  cemetery  under  other  federal  acts,  such  as  the  Native 
American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  and  National 
Environmental  Protection  Act.  It  is  evident  that  BIA  is  ignoring  the 
public's  interest  in  favor  of  the  commercial  interests  that  are  behind 
the  Wyandotte  Tribe's  proposed  gaming  facility." 

Thomas  stated  that  BIA  has  indicated  that  the  National  Environmental 
Protection  Act  is  not  applicable  to  the  Wyandotte  Tribe's  fee-to-trust 
land  acquisition,  but  I question  this.  " I feel  that  a full  environmental 
impact  statement  should  be  demanded  to  assess  what  adverse  environmental 
and  social  impacts  will  occur  to  the  general  public  and  resident  Kansas 
tribes . " 


Thomas  indicated  that  he  sent  a Dune  19,  1996  letter  to  Governor  Graves 
notifying  him  that  the  Kickapoo  Tribe  intended  to  initiate  legal 
proceedings  against  the  BIA  to  stop  the  establishment  of  the  Oklahoma 
Wyandotte  Tribe's  proposed  gaming  facility  at  the  cemetery. 

For  more  information 
Mr.  Fred  Thomas,  Chairman 
Kickapoo  Tribe  in  Kansas 
P.0.  Box  271 
Horton,  KS  66439-0271 
913-486-2131  or  486-2132 

"RE : The  Pocahontas  Myth"  

Date:  01  Dul  96  13:26:49  EST 

From:  "Glen  WELKER"  <gwelker@mail . lmi . org> 

Sub j : THE  POCAHONTAS  MYTH  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

Source:  http: //www. k2nesoft . com/powhatan/pocc . html 

This  year,  Roy  Disney  decided  to  release  an  animated  movie  about  a 
Powhatan  woman  known  as  "Pocahontas".  In  answer  to  a complaint  by  the 
Powhatan  Nation,  he  claims  the  film  is  "responsible,  accurate,  and 
respectful . " 

We  of  the  Powhatan  Nation  disagree.  The  film  distorts  history  beyond 
recognition.  Our  offers  to  assist  Disney  with  cultural  and  historical 
accuracy  were  rejected.  Our  efforts  urging  him  to  reconsider  his  misguided 
mission  were  spurred. 

"Pocahontas"  was  a nickname,  meaning  "the  naughty  one"  or  "spoiled  child". 
Her  real  name  was  Matoaka.  The  legend  is  that  she  saved  a heroic  Dohn  Smith 
from  being  clubbed  to  death  by  her  father  in  1607  - she  would  have  been  about 
10  or  11  at  the  time.  The  truth  is  that  Smith's  fellow  colonists  described 
him  as  an  abrasive,  ambitious,  self -promoting  mercenary  soldier. 

Of  all  of  Powhatan's  children,  only  "Pocahontas"  is  known,  primarily 
because  she  became  the  hero  of  Euro-Americans  as  the  "good  Indian",  one  who 
saved  the  life  of  a white  man.  Not  only  is  the  "good  Indian/bad  Indian  theme" 
inevitably  given  new  life  by  Disney,  but  the  history,  as  recorded  by  the 
English  themselves,  is  badly  falsified  in  the  name  of  "entertainment". 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the  first  time  Dohn  Smith  told  the  story 
about  this  rescue  was  17  years  after  it  happened,  and  it  was  but  one  of 
three  reported  by  the  pretentious  Smith  that  he  was  saved  from  death  by  a 
prominent  woman. 

Yet  in  an  account  Smith  wrote  after  his  winter  stay  with  Powhatan's  people, 
he  never  mentioned  such  an  incident.  In  fact,  the  starving  adventurer 
reported  he  had  been  kept  comfortable  and  treated  in  a friendly  fashion  as 
an  honored  guest  of  Powhatan  and  Powhatan's  brothers.  Most  scholars  think 
the  "Pocahontas  incident"  would  have  been  highly  unlikely,  especially  since 
it  was  part  of  a longer  account  used  as  justification  to  wage  war  on 
Powhatan's  Nation. 

Euro-Americans  must  ask  themselves  why  it  has  been  so  important  to  elevate 
Smith's  fibbing  to  status  as  a national  myth  worthy  of  being  recycled  again 
by  Disney.  Disney  even  improves  upon  it  by  changing  Pocahontas  from  a little 
girl  into  a young  woman. 

The  true  Pocahontas  story  has  a sad  ending.  In  1612,  at  the  age  of  17, 
Pocahontas  was  treacherously  taken  prisoner  by  the  English  while  she  was  on  a 
social  visit,  and  was  held  hostage  at  Damestown  for  over  a year. 

During  her  captivity,  a 28-year-old  widower  named  Dohn  Rolfe  took  a 
"special  interest"  in  the  attractive  young  prisoner.  As  a condition  of  her 
release,  she  agreed  to  marry  Rolfe,  who  the  world  can  thank  for 
commercializing  tobacco.  Thus,  in  April  1614,  Matoaka,  also  known  as 
"Pocahontas",  daughter  of  Chief  Powhatan,  became  "Rebecca  Rolfe".  Shortly 
after,  they  had  a son,  whom  they  named  Thomas  Rolfe.  The  descendants  of 
Pocahontas  and  Dohn  Rolfe  were  known  as  the  "Red  Rolfes." 


Two  years  later  on  the  spring  of  1616,  Rolfe  took  her  to  England  where  the 
Virginia  Company  of  London  used  her  in  their  propaganda  campaign  to  support 
the  colony.  She  was  wined  and  dined  and  taken  to  theaters.  It  was  recorded 
that  on  one  occasion  when  she  encountered  John  Smith  (who  was  also  in 
London  at  the  time),  she  was  so  furious  with  him  that  she  turned  her  back  to 
him,  hid  her  face,  and  went  off  by  herself  for  several  hours.  Later,  in  a 
second  encounter,  she  called  him  a liar  and  showed  him  the  door. 

Rolfe,  his  young  wife,  and  their  son  set  off  for  Virginia  in  March  of  1617, 
but  "Rebecca"  had  to  be  taken  off  the  ship  at  Gravesend.  She  died  there  on 
March  21,  1617,  at  the  age  of  21.  She  was  buried  at  Gravesend,  but  the  grave 
was  destroyed  in  a reconstruction  of  the  church.  It  was  only  after  her  death 
and  her  fame  in  London  society  that  Smith  found  it  convenient  to  invent  the 
yarn  that  she  had  rescued  him. 

History  tells  the  rest.  Chief  Powhatan  died  the  following  spring  of  1618. 
The  people  of  Smith  and  Rolfe  turned  upon  the  people  who  had  shared  their 
resources  with  them  and  had  shown  them  friendship.  During  Pocahontas' 
generation,  Powhatan's  people  were  decimated  and  dispersed  and  their  lands 
were  taken  over.  A clear  pattern  had  been  set  which  would  soon  spread  across 
the  American  continent. 

Chief  Roy  Crazy  Horse 
powhatan@k2nesoft . com 
Powhatan  Renape  Nation 
http: //www. k2nesoft . com/ powhatan/ 

It  is  unfortunate  that  this  sad  story,  which  Euro-Americans  should  find 
embarrassing,  Disney  makes  "entertainment"  and  perpetuates  a dishonest  and 
self-serving  myth  at  the  expense  of  the  Powhatan  Nation. 

"RE : Calls  for  Submissions"  

Date:  3 Dul  1996  22:46:34  GMT 

From:  kpandya@ccs . carleton . ca  (kpandya) 

Sub j : Calls  for  Submissions 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

Dear  Readers: 

For  those  of  you  who  are  poets,  writers,  artists,  I post  this  calls  for 
submissions  for  your  information.  I should  also  mention  that  the 
periodical  in  question  pays  its  contributors  in  actual  funds,  rather  than 
in  contributor's  copies  :-) 

"Contemporary  Verse  2 

Calls  for  Submissions 

THEME  ISSUE:  WOMEN  OF  THE  FIRST  NATIONS 

DARE  TO  SPEAK  DARE  TO  DREAM 

As  we  come  into  our  own  time,  into  our  own  place  of  being,  we  reach  for 
words  to  describe  who  we  are... and  we  learn... and  we  learn  to  dream. 

we  speak  our  times  of  joy  and  we  speak  our  times  of  sorrow 

we  speak  our  victories  and  we  speak  our  losses 

we  speak  our  present,  we  speak  our  past  and  we  speak  our  future 

With  our  diverse  histories  and  the  multi-faceted  experiences  of  our  lives, 
we  must  also  learn  to  speak  our  dreams. 

We  invite  the  participation  of  all  First  Nations  women  to  contribute  works 
of  writing  or  art  to  this  upcoming  issue  of  CV2.  As  guest  editor  for  this 
issue,  I encourage  Native  women  to  take  this  opportunity  to  join  our 
voices  together,  to  tell  our  stories,  to  honour  who  we  are. 

Poetry  manuscripts  should  be  no  more  than  4-6  poems.  Submissions  of  short 
prose,  short  fiction,  essays  or  reviews  should  be  no  more  than  800  words 
in  length.  All  submissions  should  include  a self-addressed,  stamped 


envelope  (SASE)  or  work  cannot  be  returned.  A one-or-two  line  biography 
should  also  be  included  in  the  covering  letter  of  your  submission.  For  a 
copy  of  guidelines  please  send  a SASE,  with  your  request  to: 

CV2 

Box  3062 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba 

Canada 

R3C  4E5 

or  call  the  CV2  office  at  (204)  949-1365 
Deadline  for  submissions:  November  15,  1996 

Marie  Beaumont,  Guest  Editor." 

See  you  in  print!  Kalyani. 

"RE : Poem:  Assimilation"  

Date:  Sun,  7 Dul  1996  16:15:18  GMT 

From:  edward.basham@crn.iglou.com  (Edward  FI.  Basham) 

Sub j : Assimilation 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

With  regards  to  the  current  discussion  about  assimilation 
of  Native  beliefs  into  the  mainstream  culture: 

I'm  not  a pure  traditionalist.  I will  discuss  any  topic 
with  anyone  in  an  appropriate  setting.  What  I would  like 
is  for  the  people  I meet  to  get  to  know  me  (maybe  even  my 
name!)  before  they  ask  about  my  religion.  My  grandmother 
taught  me  two  things.  Flow  to  pray,  and  the  importance  of 
manners . 

ASSIMILATION 

Most  whites  think  of  Indians  as  mystics  and  guides; 
holding  the  answers  to  fix  all  their  lives. 

Nuagers  and  Psychics  call  you  their  friend; 
they  don't  see  a person,  just  a means  to  an  end. 

Druids  and  Pagans  feel  a kinship  as  well; 
looking  for  secrets  in  the  stories  they  tell. 

Celestines  and  Wiccans  want  knowledge  and  power; 

"is  is  the  words  that  you  speak,  or  some  magical  hour?" 

But  I'm  not  an  Elder  or  a Medicine  Man; 

I'm  one  average  person  doing  the  best  that  he  can. 

The  way  that  I pray  I learned  as  a child; 

and  was  taught  that  some  things  should  not  be  defiled. 

The  power  they  seek  is  not  mine  to  give; 
all  I can  teach  is  to  live  and  let  live. 

They  have  taken  the  land,  the  mountains,  the  streams; 
now  they  lust  for  our  hearts,  religion  and  dreams. 

All  we  have  left  are  a few  of  our  ways; 
please  leave  us  alone  to  live  out  our  days. 

Larry  Cloud 
September  1995 
(Reproduced  by  permission) 

Edward 

kiowa-comanche  & euro 
sysop@crn . iglou . com 


"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/07/04  13:34 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub  j : Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  14-20 

IULAI 

(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

14 

It  is  in  the  quiet  hours  of  the  evening  that  we  can  most  nearly  know  our 
true  selves. 

15 

The  rainbow,  ke  anuenue,  illuminates  the  land  in  beauty. 

16 

A waterfall  plummets  down  the  face  of  the  cliffs,  na  pali,  to  be  reborn 
mist  far  below. 

17 

The  mountain  slopes  have  turned  green  with  the  blessing  of  rain. 

18 

A dragon  kite  soars  and  ripples  in  the  summer  breeze. 

19 

Sculptures  are  formed  of  the  shifting  sand  ...  and  swiftly  erased. 

20 

Accept  what  must  be  ...  only  if  you  cannot  make  it  better. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Duly  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

From:  br975@freenet3 . carleton . ca  (Dohn  S.  Brack) 

Sub j : 21st  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow 

21st  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow  (Fri.,  May  23  to  Sun.,  May  25,  1997). 

Very  early  announcement.  Non-competitive. 

Put  it  on  your  calendars  or  in  your  journals. 

Where:  Ottawa-Nepean  Tent  & Trailer  Park, 

411  Corkstown  Road,  Nepean,  Ontario,  Canada 
For  more  information,  feel  free  to  reply  back  here  or  to 
Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 
12  Stirling  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada 
K1Y  1P8  Tel. : 1-613-722-3811  Fax:1-613-722-4667 

Please  do  not  attempt  to  ask  for  Odawa  Pow  Wow  Committee  now. 

They  are  on  summer  holidays. 

Lookout  for  Traditional  Winter  Pow  Wow,  too  at  Odawa  Native 
Friendship  Centre.  Between  Christmas  Day  and  New  Years  Eve. 

Dohn  S.  Brack  < jbrack@reddesert . jammys . net> 

Turtle  Island,  Mother  Earth  (Ottawa,  Ont.,  Canada) 


From:  br975@freenet3 . carleton . ca  (John  S.  Brack) 

Sub j : 2nd  Annual  Algonquin  Park  Pow  Wow 

2nd  Annual  Algonquin  Park  Pow  Wow  - Fri.,  Aug. 9 to  Sun.,  Aug. 11,  1996. 
Everyone  Welcome!  Come  and  have  a joyful  time! 

All  dance  categories  (traditional,  grass,  fancy,  & jingle)  welcome! 
All  ages  welcome! 

Come  share  this  celebration  in  Algonquin  Provincial  Park,  Ontario, 
Canada . 

Come,  see,  experience,  and  enjoy  Native  singing,  drumming,  dancing, 
and  Native  Arts  & Crafts. 

For  more  information,  please  call  Bob  Lavalley  at  1-613-637-2830  or 
reply  here,  as  more  details  become  available,  closer  to  the  date. 

All  the  organizers  of  this  Pow  Wow  wish  you  all  a safe  & pleasant 
summer,  no  matter  where  you  are. 

3ohn  S.  Brack  < jbrack@reddesert . jammys . net> 

Turtle  Island,  Mother  Earth  (Ottawa,  Ont.,  Canada) 


From:  ggg9@ix. netcom.com (Gerald  Green) 

Sub j : Pow-Wows  in  Georgia  in  Duly 

POW-WOWs  in  Georgia. 

Duly  12-14,  Fri  4PM-10PM,  Sat  10AM-9PM,  Sun  10AM-6PM. 
Waleska,  GA. 

Rhinehardt  College 
770-735-6275 

Duly  19-23  10AM-9PM  Every  day 
Life  Chiropractic  College 
Marietta,  GA 
770-735-6275 

Duly  26-28 

Athens-Clark  County  Library 
Athens,  Ga. 

706-444-6810 


Written  9:09  PM  Dul  1,  1996  by  stevie@vol.cz  in  igc:indig.info 
"Freedom  Run  For  Leonard  Peltier  and"  

Flello  everyone- 

The  Freedom  Run  began  today  in  Auschwitz,  Poland  and  will  go  through 
Poland,  Austria,  the  Czech  and  Slovak  Republics,  Germany,  France  and 
Switzerland.  I hope  to  keep  the  list  updated  through  postings  from 
the  Run  staff  and  Delegates,  which  I will  forward  on. 

The  Run  schedule  is  as  follows: 

1 Duly  Auschwitz  - opening  ceremony  at  the  Concentration  Camp 
memorial  site 

2 Duly  Krakow  (Poland) 

3 Duly  Martin  (Slovak  Republic) 

4 Duly  Bratislava  (Slovak  Republic) 

6 Duly  Vienna  (Austria) 

7 Duly  Brno  (Czech  Republic) 

8 Duly  Prague  (Czech  Republic  :) 

10  Duly  Ceske  Budejovice  (Czech  Republic) 

11  Duly  Regensburg  (Germany) 

12  Duly  Ellwangen  (Germany) 

13  Duly  Heidleberg  (Germany) 

15  Duly  Strasbourg  (France)  - Reception  by  European  Parliament 

18  Duly  Freiburg 

19  Duly  Zurich  (Switzerland) 

20  Duly  Bern  (Switzerland) 


23  Duly  Lausanne  (Switzerland) 

25  Duly  Nyon  (Switzerland) 

26  Duly  Geneva  (Switzerland)  - Doining  Indigenous  Delegation  for  UN 
Working  Group  / Presentation  of  Petitions 

27  Duly  - 2 August 

Vigil  prayer  for  Leonard  Peltier  organised  in  Geneva 
by  Frank  Dreaver  LPDC  Canada 
29  Duly-2  August 

UN  Working  group  on  Indigenous  Populations 

I am  sure  everyone  will  join  with  me  in  wishing  the  Runners  and 
Delegates  the  best  of  luck  (and  some  decent  weather) . 

Yours  in  peace, 

Stevienna  de  Saille 

for  Skupina  na  podporu  Leonarda  Peltiera  / Praha 
Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  / Prague 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  David  Cornsilk  plus 

Leon  Briggs  of  Tahlequah  Times  Dournal  and  Donna  Hales  of  Muskogee  Phoenix 
via  Marvin  and  Linda  Summerfield  of  Cherokee  Observer,  Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr. 
Edward  H.  Basham,  Allen  Gabriel,  Kalyani,  Danet  Smith,  Debra  Sanders, 
Donathan  S.  Salsberg,  Kansas  Kickapoo(Press  Release),  Debra  Winchell, 

Doe  Campagna,  Gloria  Bird,  Sky  Crosby,  Robert  Gough(Release) , 

Chief  Roy  Crazy  Horse  via  Glenn  Welker, Mohawk  Nation(Release),  Sam  Monet, 
Carlos  Sergio  Figueiredo  Tautz(ALERT),  Stephen  Kishewitsch,  Willard  Frye, 
I.G.  Gauvreau  via  Susan  O'Donnel,  Feather  Eaglerock,  Ralph  Ianuzzi 


Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE- L or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 


Date:  Thu,  11  Duly  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

From:  nsen@web.apc.org 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

First  Nations  Environmental  Network 
Fourth  Annual 

VOICES  FOR  MOTHER  EARTH  GATHERING 

"Let  us  put  our  minds  together  and  think  what  life  we  will  make  for 
our  children" 

August  22nd  to  25th,  1996 
(near  Edson,  Alberta  South  west  of  Edmonton) 

The  FNEN  is  a circle  of  First  Nations  who  are  committed  to 
protecting,  defending  and  restoring  the  balance  of  all  life  by 
honouring  traditional  Indigenous  values  and  the  path  of  our 
ancestor. 

Through  traditional  Indigenous  values,  we  promote  and 
encourage  the  work  of  protecting,  defending  and  healing  Mother 
earth  by  linking  grassroots  people  nationally  and 
internationally. 


A Spiritual  Gathering  of  the  Nations  will  follow  on  August  26th  to  30th. 

All  are  invited 

Please  come  prepared  to  camp  and  be  self-sufficient  for  this  event. 

NO  drugs,  alcohol  or  weapons  allowed. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Lorraine  Sinclair 
3855-85  St 

Edmonton,  AB,  T6K  3L5  Phone  (403)  461-9532  or  477-6648 
Fax  (403)  479-6199 

East  Coast  Contact: 

Ishbel  Munro 
(902)  922-3314 
Fax:  922-2283 
email:  nsen@web.net 

West  Coast  Contact: 

Susanne  Hare 
(604)  725-2996 

"RE : Belize  Mayan  Indians  Threatened"  

Date:  Sat,  6 Dul  1996  09:23:51  -0500 

From:  tautz@ax.apc.org 

Sub j : Belize  Mayan  Indians  threatened 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

ACTION  ALERT! 

THE  FOLLOWING  ALERT  REQUIRES  IMMEDIATE  ATTENTION: 

NEW  DANGER  TO  RAINFORESTS  AND  MAYAN  PEOPLE  OF  BELIZE! 

THE  BELIZE  GOVERNMENT  IS  ALLOWING  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  TRADITIONAL 
MAYAN  HOMELANDS  AND  THREATENING  THE  CULTURAL  SURVIVAL  OF  MAYAN  PEOPLE 
IN  BELIZE  BY  CONTINUING  TO  SUPPORT  THE  LICENSE  OF  A MALAYSIAN  COMPANY 
INDISCRIMINATELY  LOGGING  IN  THE  COLUMBIA  RIVER  FOREST  RESERVE. 

In  Belize,  descendants  of  the  original  Maya  live  in  villages  around 
the  Columbia  River  Forest  Reserve  in  the  remote  Toledo  District.  The 
Mayan  people  are  treated  as  the  lowest  class  of  citizens  in  Belize 
and  are  among  the  poorest  people  in  Central  America.  Earning  an 
average  daily  wage  of  US  $9/day,  they  are  dependent  on  the  forest  for 
their  basic  needs. 

Without  notifying  the  Mayan  people,  the  Belize  government  gave  a 
Malaysian  logging  company,  Atlantic  Industries,  a concession  to 
selectively  log  mahogany  in  200,000  acres  of  the  Columbia  River 
Forest  Reserve  for  a reported  60  cents  US  per  acre!  Logging  began  in 
September  1995.  Although  a weak  management  plan  was  established, 

Atlantic  Industries  immediately  began  violating  important  provisions 
of  this  plan. 

ATLANTIC  INDUSTRIES'  BLATANT  VIOLATIONS  INCLUDE: 

++  Cutting  prohibited  species  and  untagged  trees  in  prohibited 
areas . 

++  Bulldozing  to  create  roads  in  prohibited  areas. 

++  Failing  to  obtain  local  community  support  for  the  management  plan. 

++  Cutting  during  the  rainy  season,  thus  accelerating  environmental 
damage. 

++  Constructing  a new  sawmill  without  a legally  required 

environmental  impact  statement.  This  mill  has  greatly  increased 
the  volume  and  intensity  of  logging  in  this  region. 

INDISCRIMINATE  LOGGING  OF  THE  COLUMBIA  RIVER  FOREST  RESERVE  WILL 
SEVERELY  HURT  THE  MAYAN  PEOPLE. 

In  a recent  Statement  of  Resolutions  And  Recommendations  presented  to 


the  Prime  Minister  of  Belize,  Mayan  leaders  voiced  their  concerns. 

The  following  (in  quotations)  are  excerpts  from  this  statement. 

"WE  REPRESENT  THE  VOICE  OF  A VOICELESS  PEOPLE.  [We]  the  Mayan  people 
are  the  original  inhabitants  of  this  territory  that  is  currently 
controlled  by  the  State  [and  currently  being  destroyed  by 
indiscriminate  logging  operations  allowed  by  the  State] . This 
territory  is  the  place  where  we  find  our  origin,  being,  philosophy, 
science,  and  the  roots  of  our  languages.  — We  have  agreed  to  claim 
the  land  that  we  inhabit  legally  and  that  the  1992  Lands  Act  be 
amended  to  serve  this  purpose." 

"We  are  opposed  to  logging  even  a fraction  of  the  Columbia  River 
Forest  Reserve  and  all  Indian  Lands  at  this  point  in  time  for  the 
following  reasons:" 

"ECONOMIC  PERSPECTIVE 

- We  have  nothing  to  gain... from  this  venture. 

- We  are  manipulated  by  a few  real  beneficiaries  of  the  timber 
activities  --  those  who  use  us  as  a cheap  labor  force. 

- Our  position  is:  no  logging  until  the  Maya  people  are  trained  to 
manage  logging  operations." 

"TRADITIONAL  PERSPECTIVE 

- We  [are]  custodians  of  the  forests;  if  any  logging  is  to  be  done 
by  us,  we  cherish  the  area  and  are  sensitive  to  it  because  we  depend 
on... forest  products  and  medicinal  herbs. 

- We  use  this  area  for  [sustainable]  hunting  and  fishing.  This  [is 
where]  our  rivers  and  streams  find  their  origins. 

- We  regard  as  sacred  the  rivers,  wildlife,  birds,  mountains,  caves 
and  Mayan  ruins  in  the  Columbia  River  Forest  Reserve." 

"ENVIRONMENTAL  PERSPECTIVE 

- This  reserve  is  a critical  watershed  that  reaps  and  recycles  the 
heavy  rainfall  so  important  to  the  productivity  of  agricultural  lands 
in  [the]  Toledo  [district]. 

- The  rainforest  is  the  Earth's  lungs. 

- Scientists  from  Conservation  International,  Missouri  Botanical 
Garden,  and  the  Belize  Center  for  Environmental  Studies  reiterated: 

"We  can  say  without  hesitation  that  the  evergreen  forests  of  this 
area...  are  of  great  national  and  international  importance  as  a 
reservoir  of  biological  diversity .. .the  most  species-rich  plant  and 
animal  communities  occur  in  the  Columbia  River  Forest  Reserve." 

* Indiscriminate  logging  of  this  area  could  alter  rainfall  patterns 
resulting  in  a lowered  water  table  which  would  create  severe 
hardship  for  Mayan  communities  dependent  on  their  rivers  for 
washing,  bathing,  and  transportation. 

* Wildlife  near  Mayan  communities  will  be  greatly  reduced. 

* Future  opportunities  for  ecotourism  will  be  eliminated. 

* Logging  opens  the  door  for  further  exploitation  of  Mayan  lands. 

"RECOMMENDATIONS  TO  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  BELIZE"  as  outlined  by  the 
Mayan  people  living  in  and  around  the  Columbia  River  Forest  Reserve. 

"1.  We  would  like  the  Mayan  people  to  become  the  true  beneficiaries 
of  logging  operations  or  business  activity  related  to  forest  products 
[i.e.  chicle  or  ecotourism]. 

2.  We  ask  the  government  to  find  resources  to... train  Mayan  people 
in  [sustainable  methods  of]  forest  management,  saw  milling, 
engineering,  tour  guiding,  road  building,  and  all  areas  relevant  to 
this  topic. 

3.  A development  corporation  should  be  set  up  to  assist  business- 
minded  Mayans  [and  others  living  in  this  region]. 

4.  For  any  [logging]  concession  to  be  given,  [the  local]  people 
must  be  involved  in  the  decision-making  process. 

5.  We  ask  that  we  be  given  legal  jurisdiction  over  all 


[traditional]  Indian  Lands.  We  would  log  sustainably,  not  as 
foreigners  do." 

IN  SPITE  OF  CALLS  FROM  THE  MAYAN  PEOPLE  AND  THE  BELIZE  AUDUBON 
SOCIETY,  THE  BELIZE  GOVERNMENT  HAS  TURNED  A BLIND  EYE.  NOT  ONLY  HAVE 
THEY  REFUSED  TO  CANCEL  ATLANTIC  INDUSTRIES'  LICENSE,  BUT  IN  3UNE  OF 
1996,  THEY  GRANTED  ANOTHER  CONCESSION  TO  A BRANCH  OF  ATLANTIC 
INDUSTRIES.  THIS  TIME  THE  LICENSE  OPENLY  PERMITS  UNSUPERVISED 
CUTTING!  IN  ADDITION,  IT  HAS  BEEN  REPORTED  THAT  THE  BELIZE 
GOVERNMENT  GRANTED  TEN  MORE  LOGGING  CONCESSIONS  ON  MAYAN  LAND  IN  THE 
TOLEDO  DISTRICT! 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
The  Belize  government  needs  to  know  that  people  outside  of  the 
country  are  aware  of  what's  going  on! 

The  government  needs  to  hear  from  you!  Write  to: 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Rt.  Honorable  Manuel  Esquivel 
Prime  Minister  of  Belize 
Prime  Minister's  Office 
Belmopan,  Belize 

SAMPLE  LETTER: 

Dear  President  Esquivel, 

I was  encouraged  to  hear  that  the  Government  of  Belize  is  about  to 
begin  an  open  dialogue  with  the  Mayan  people  regarding  logging  of 
their  land  and  recognition  of  Mayan  land  rights.  The  idea  of  allowing 
the  Mayan  people  to  manage  logging  on  the  Columbia  River  Forest 
Reserve  is  brilliant.  As  they  have  deep  cultural  respect  for  the 
rainforest,  it  follows  that  the  Mayan  people  will  best  manage  the 
land . 

As  Atlantic  Industries  has  repeatedly  violated  your  government 
sanctioned  management  plan  and  taken  advantage  of  Belize's  natural 
resources,  I will  be  gratified  to  hear  when  their  contract  is 
canceled.  With  continued  progress  in  this  area,  I am  certain  that  a 
great  many  people  throughout  the  world,  like  myself,  will  again 
consider  Belize  as  a desirable  travel  destination. 

Thank  you  for  planning  a more  sustainable  and  equitable  future  for 
the  people  of  Belize. 

Sincerely, 

Name 

Also  Write  To: 


Honorable  Minister  Dito  Duan 
Ministry  Of  Natural  Resources 
Prime  Minister's  Office 
Belmopan,  Belize 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


Dulian  Cho,  Chairman 
Toledo  Maya  Cultural  Council 
Box  104 

Punta  Gorda  Town 
Belize,  Central  America 
011-501-72-2102  work  (messages) 
011-501-72-2199  fax 


Santiago  Coh,  Chairman 
Toledo  Alcades  Association 
Silver  Creek 
Belize,  Central  America 
011-501-72-22199  fax 


Shaun  Paul,  Program  Director 
EcoLogic  Development  Fund 
PO  Box  3405 

Cambridge,  MA  02238-3405  USA 
(617)  441-6300 
(617)  441-6307  fax 
spaul@ecologic.org 


Deborah  Schaaf 
Staff  Attorney 
Indian  Law  Resource  Center 
602  N.  Ewing  Street 
Helena,  Montana  59601  USA 
(406)  449-2006 
(406)  449-2031  fax 
ilrc@mt . net 


#################################################################### 
This  alert  was  provided  by  the  ECOLOGIC  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 


(news@ecologic.org),  P.0.  Box  3405,  Cambridge,  MA  02238-3405  USA 
EcoLogic  is  a nonprofit  organization  dedicated  to  reducing  the 
destruction  of  biodiverse  tropical  ecosystems  by  advancing  economic 
development  and  self-determination  among  local  communities  in 
threatened  habitats. 

#################################################################### 

"RE:  Clark  to  Speak  for  Gustafsen  Lake"  

Date:  Tue,  9 Dul  1996  14:05:44  -0600 
From:  odonnels@ccmail . dcu . ie 

Sub j : Ramsay  Clark  will  speak  for  Gustafsen  Lake  (British  Columbia) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Author:  Gwethalyn  Gauvreau  <gauvreau@unixg. ubc . ca>  at  MAIL_GATEWAY 
Date:  03/07/96  19:30 

Ramsay  Clark  (former  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  and  civil 
rights  campaigner)  has  confirmed  that  he  will  be  in  Vancouver  August  5,  6, 
and  7 (other  dates  as  well  to  be  confirmed)  to  speak  in  support  of  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  Defenders. 

We  are  in  communication  with  Howard  Zinn  and  will  let  people  know.  He  is 
the  author  of  The  People's  History  of  the  United  States. 

Any  nations  or  groups  that  can  e-mail  me  notes  of  support,  please  do  so 
as  we  will  be  including  support  statements  in  the  backgrounder  we  are 
preparing  for  the  press. 

Things  are  going  very  well.  The  Defenders  may  have  very  well  opened  the 
Western  Gate. 

Wolverine,  in  jail  now  for  almost  a year  (aka  William  Ignace  "Donesy") 
told  me  when  I asked  him  what  happens  when  we  win  that  the  next  step  will 
be  according  to  Prophecy,  the  Council  Fires  which  will  the  beginning  of 
working  out  a new  way  of  working  together  - all  the  peoples'  of  the  world 
in  peace  and  with  respect  for  the  earth. 

FREEMEDIA  FOR  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS 
I.G.  Gauvreau  gauvreau@unixg. ubc . ca 


Comments  from  NativeNet  listowner,  Gary  Trujillo  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us) : 
For  background  information  about  this  subject  (an  armed  standoff  at  the 
land  used  annually  for  pow  wows  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  British  Columbia),  in 
the  fall  of  1995,  please  refer  to  the  index  of  articles  posted  to  NATIVE-L 
at  the  time  at  "http://bioc09.uthscsa.edu/natnet/archive/nl/gustafsen.html 
via  the  World  Wide  Web. 

"RE : Condoled  Chief  Passes  Away"  

Date:  Mon,  8 Dul  1996  16:26:44  -0400 

From:  mnation@axess.com 

Sub j : Condoled  Chief  Passes  Away 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Condoled  Chief  of  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy  Passes  Away 

Condoled  Chief  of  the  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy,  Edward  Delaronde 
Sr.  passed  away  on  Duly  7,  1996  at  the  age  of  94.  Eddy  Delaronde  was  a 
long  time  advocate  in  the  struggle  to  reestablish  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Mohawk  People.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  conflict  between  the 
Mohawk  People  and  the  New  York  State  Authorities  over  the  reoccupation 
of  land,  known  as  the  Kanienkeh  Mohawk  Territory.  This  is  the  only  time 
in  modern  history  that  land  has  been  reclaimed  by  the  Indians.  He 
lived  in  the  reoccupied  territory  for  the  past  22  years.  Eddy  was  also 
involved  with  the  stopping  of  the  expansion  of  Highway  81  through 
Onondaga  Territory. 

The  Delaronde  family  has  always  been  involved  in  the  struggle  for  the 
reestablishment  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Mohawk  Nation.  Eddy  and  his 


late  wife  Ida,  had  14  children  and  many,  many  grandchildren  and 
great-grandchildren . His  persistence  in  maintaining  our  Sovereign 
rights  has  left  us  with  a responsibility  to  continue  this  work  for  future 
generations . 

Eddy  Delaronde  will  be  buried  Tuesday  Duly  9,  in  the  Kanienkeh  Mohawk 
Territory . 


"RE : Update:  Crazy  Horse  Malt  Liquor" 

Date:  Thu,  4 Dul  1996  19:40:07  -0400 
From:  rpwgough@aol.com 
Sub j : Crazy  Horse  Malt  Liquor  update 
rpwgough@aol . com 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

CRAZY  HORSE  UPDATE  2 PRESS  RELEASE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

HEADLINE:  ROSEBUD  TRIBE  DOINS  MALT  LIQUOR  LAWSUIT 
CONTACT:  Robert  Gough,  Attorney  for  Estate  of  Tasunke  Witko 

ROSEBUD,  SD  --  On  Dune  26,  1996,  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  filed  a motion  with 
the  Rosebud  Tribal  Court  to  join  the  tiospaye  and  Estate  of  Tasunke  Witko  as 
a party  in  the  lawsuit  against  the  makers  of  "The  Original  Crazy  Horse  Malt 
Liquor. " 

Rosebud  President  William  Kindle  directed  the  formal  action,  authorized  by 
tribal  resolution,  and  filed  by  Eric  Antoine,  Tribal  Attorney,  which  states 
that  the  "brewing  companies  and  individuals,  without  permission  or 
authorization,  have  and  continue  to  purposefully  and  intentionally 
misappropriate  the  good  name  of  Crazy  Horse,  a national  hero  of  the  Lakota 
Oyate,  for  the  purpose  of  commercial  exploitation  of  his  name  for  the 
promotion,  labeling  and  sale  of  a malt  liquor  beverage  against  the  expressed 
desires  and  to  the  detriment  of  the  Estate,  family  and  the  Lakota  Oyate." 

"The  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  has  firmly  opposed  this  misuse  of  the  name  of  one 
of  our  greatest  leaders,  and  by  this  action  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  takes  a 
strong  stand  in  support  of  Lakota  families  in  the  protection  of  their  rights 
and  property,"  Kindle  said. 

Descendants  of  the  tiospaye  reside  on  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Reservation,  where 
the  Estate  of  Tasunke  Witko  is  in  probate.  Relations  also  live  on  the  Pine 
Ridge  and  Cheyenne  River  reservations,  and  in  the  Rapid  City  area  of  South 
Dakota.  The  malt  liquor  is  produced  by  the  G.  Heileman  Brewing  Company, 
Hornell  Brewing  Company,  and  by  Mr.  Dohn  Ferolito  and  Mr.  Don  Vultaggio,  as 
Ferolito,  Vultaggio  & Sons,  of  Wisconsin,  Maryland  and  New  York. 

The  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe's  motion  cites  federal  law,  including  violations  of 
Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act,  P.L.  101-644,  Title  I,  Sec.  104,  and  title  18 
U.S.C.  Sec.  1159,  "Misrepresentation  of  Indian  produced  goods  and  products," 
and  of  the  second  paragraph  of  Article  1 of  the  1868  Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie, 
commonly  known  as  "the  bad  men"  clause,  as  grounds  for  its  interest  in  the 
lawsuit . 

Antoine  said  that  the  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act  "prohibits  false 
suggestions  that  a product  is  Indian  produced,  an  Indian  product,  of  Indian 
origin,  or  the  product  of  a particular  Indian  or  Indian  Tribe."  "The  federal 
statute  provides  for  treble  damages  for  violations,  and  a tribe  may  file  an 
action  on  it  own  and  on  behalf  of  tribal  members"  Antoine  noted. 

Under  the  recent  Rosebud  Tribal  Supreme  Court  ruling,  the  Estate  won  the 
right  to  bring  four  of  its  five  causes  of  action  for  trial  in  the  tribal 
court.  The  Estate's  claim  under  the  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act,  however,  was 
dismissed  for  lack  of  standing,  since  the  Rosebud  Supreme  Court  ruled  that 
only  the  U.S.  Attorney  General  or  a Tribe  may  bring  suit  under  the  specific 
language  of  the  statute.  The  high  court  reversed  the  lower  court's  dismissal 
on  jurisdictional  grounds,  and  affirmed  the  lower  court's  holding  on  lack  of 
standing  under  the  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act. 

"These  beer-makers  reached  into  Lakota  country  and  have  taken  the  name  of 
Crazy  Horse  for  commercial  use  over  their  objections  of  the  family,  and  in 
violation  of  federal  law,"  said  Robert  Gough,  Attorney  for  the  Estate.  "It 
is  fully  appropriate  that  the  Tribe  joins  with  the  descendants  to  protect 


Indian  rights  under  federal  statute  and  treaty  provisions/'  said  Gough. 

The  Tribe  also  filed  under  a little  used  provision  of  the  1868  Treaty  of 
Fort  Laramie,  which  provides  for  federal  protection  of  Indian  personal  and 
property  rights.  The  Treaty  article  states  in  part: 

"If  bad  men  among  the  whites,  or  among  other  people  subject  to  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  shall  commit  any  wrong  upon  the  person  or  property  of 
the  Indians,  the  United  States  will,  upon  proof  made  to  the  agent  and 
forwarded  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  at  Washington  City,  proceed 
at  once  to  cause  the  offender  to  be  arrested  and  punished  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  also  reimburse  the  injured  person  for  the  loss 
sustained . " 

Seth  H.  Big  Crow,  Sr.,  Administrator  of  the  Estate,  applauded  the  Tribe's 
filing.  "United  under  Sitting  Bull,  Crazy  Horse  and  our  other  great  leaders, 
we  were  able  to  defeat  a powerful  enemy  120  years  ago.  We  can  do  the  same 
today."  he  said,  encouraging  the  other  tribes  to  rally  in  the  defense  of 
Crazy  Horse. 

The  Cheyenne  River  Tribe  participated  in  the  lower  court  action  as  an  amicus 
on  behalf  of  the  Estate,  and  the  Oglala  Tribal  Council  has  also  formally 
supported  the  Estate's  efforts.  A tribal  court  trial  in  Rosebud  is  expected 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

"RE : Crazy  Horse:  The  Movie"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Dul  1996  18:35:46  -0500 
From:  frye@smtplink.ipfw.indiana.edu 
Sub j : Crazy  Horse  -The  movie 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Sago, 

To  clarify  something,  I would  like  to  say  that  I don't  think  the 
broadcasting  station  has  anything  to  do  with  a movies  reception  among 
Native  American  peoples.  So  I don't  think  "Crazy  Horse"  the  movie  would 
have  gotten  received  better  if  it  were  being  aired  on  PBS. 

I believe  something  was  missed  here.  The  reason  that  this  movie  has 
gotten  a lot  of  bashing  from  Native  Americans  is  that  it  was  to  be  done  in 

such  a way  as  to  be  an  "inaccurate"  portrayal  of  "Crazy  Horse".  This  is 

why  such  a strong  protest.  Also,  some  Native  American  segments  believe 
that  your  are  not  to  speak  of  the  deceased  and  this  movie  clearly  does 
that.  "Crazy  Horse"  himself,  belonged  to  one  of  those  Native  Nations  whom 
held  those  beliefs  strongly.  "Whites"  feel  that  they  can  go  around  our 
beliefs  and  portray  us  and  our  dead  no  matter  what  our  concern  is.  Ted 

Turner  claimed  that  he  was  a friend  of  the  Native  American.  But  to  turn 

his  back  on  all  the  Natives  who  protested  this  production  proves  that  "he" 
is  no  friend.  He  would  have  respected  the  Native  peoples  wishes  if  he  were 
a FRIEND.  We'll  have  to  wait  and  see  how  the  response  is  after  the  movie's 
showing  now. 

Remember  also  that  Wes  Studi  is  cherokee  and  their  beliefs  are  much 
different  from  the  Lakota.  Turner  didn't  need  to  ask  the  Cherokee  for 
permission  he  should  have  asked  the  Lakota  and  heeded  their  cries. 

I am  Mohawk  and  my  beliefs  are  different  as  well,  yet  I will  not 
tread  on  my  neighbor's  yard  or  put  my  nose  in  his  business,  unless  he  asks 
me  to  do  so. 

Onen,  Willard  Frye 

"RE;  Walk  for  Youth  Help  Line" 

Date:  Sun,  7 Dul  1996  00:41:51  -0500 

From:  stevek@web.apc.org 

Sub j : Walk  for  youth  help  line,  join  in! 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


Beads  of  Hope  Foundation  and  walk  for  Native  youth 


Two  years  ago  Singing  Wolf,  a Plains  Cree  man  from  Edmonton,  Alberta 
started  walking  across  Canada  to  try  and  raise  funding  for  a 1-800  support 
line  for  Native  youth.  A father  of  three  himself,  he  fears  that  many  young 
people  are  going  to  lose  their  Native  identity  and  their  way  in  life  by 
their  mid-teens  if  they  don't  have  access  to  counselling. 

"We're  losing  too  many  young  people  to  drugs,  alcohol  and  suicide,"  he 
says.  "They  need  to  know  there  are  other  ways  to  live." 

As  part  of  his  task  he  has  been  meeting  elders  and  youth  councilors 
along  the  way  and  adding  them  to  a database  he  is  forming,  to  be  used  in 
the  support  line.  The  present  youth  support  line,  available  to  people  of 
all  origins,  is  being  swamped  with  4000  calls  a day,  four  times  what  they 
are  equipped  to  handle,  and  is  looking  forward  to  seeing  his  project 
succeed . 

He  is  also  getting  people  to  add  to  a string  of  beads  he  is  carrying, 
one  apiece.  The  string  is  now  over  460  feet  long. 

People  can  join  Singing  Wolf  on  his  walk  for  a few  hours  or  a day.  He 
would  especially  like  to  see  young  people  participate.  In  addition,  he  is 
counting  the  miles  others  walk  with  him  as  part  of  his  trek,  which  will 
allow  him  to  move  faster.  He  is  also  hurrying  to  get  to  Oka,  site  of  the 
1989  confrontation  with  the  army  and  the  Surete  du  Quebec,  in  time  for  the 
anniversary,  so  this  would  be  a great  help. 

Singing  Wolf  is  presently  (Duly  6)  in  eastern  Ontario,  heading 
eastwards  toward  Ottawa.  On  Sunday,  Duly  7 Singing  Wolf  expects  to  stay  in 
Sharbot  Lake,  near  the  junction  of  highways  7 and  38.  He  will  be  walking 
along  Highway  7.  He  is  hoping  to  be  in  Ottawa  on  Monday  Duly  8 and  Tuesday 
the  9th,  and  then  to  be  following  route  417  to  Oka.  To  get  an  update,  call 
Monica  at  the  Congress  of  Aboriginal  People  that  will  be  happening  in 
Ottawa  Monday,  and  at  which  he  will  be  present.  The  number  there  is  (613) 
238-3511.  There  is  also  updated  information  at  1-800-808-WOLF  (-9653). 

That  number  is  also  a pledge  line,  which  people  can  call  to  contribute 
to  his  fund.  The  Royal  Bank  has  also  created  a country-wide  bank  account  in 
which  people  can  deposit  donations.  The  account  number  for  the  Beads  of 
Hope  Fund  is  0800-103-4735.  The  Beads  of  Hope  Foundation,  which  he  has  set 
up,  is  administering  the  fund. 

"RE : New  Elections  for  WE  Chippewa"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Dul  1996  23:38:19  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Minnesota:  New  Elections  for  WE  Chippewa 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

On  Tuesday,  Election  Appeals  Dudge  Yvonne  Novack  ordered  a new  election 
for  the  White  Earth  Reservation  citing  "substantial  and  grave 
irregularities"  regarding  absentee  ballots. 

On  Wednesday  U.S.  District  Dudge  Michael  Davis  refused  to  reinstate  ousted 
Tribal  Chairman  Darrell  "Chip"  Wadena.  One  of  Wadena's  attorneys  argued 
that  Wadena  should  be  reinstalled  as  chairman,  at  least  until  election 
challenges  are  sorted  out.  Wadena's  attorneys  contending  "Allowing  the  BIA 
to  proceed  as  it  has  [recognizing  the  interim  government  at  WE]  sets  a 
terrible  precedent.  It  encourages,  across  the  United  States,  virtual 
anarchy  by  anyone  who  would  claim  to  be  the  leader  of  an  Indian  tribe, 
nation  or  band." 

BIA  attorney  Robert  Small  said  the  agency's  action  was  reasonable,  in 
light  of  convictions  of  a quorum  of  the  five  council  members.  "This  was 
an  unprecedented  action  because  the  (BIA's)  director  was  faced  with 
unprecedented  circumstances." 

Former  federal  Dudge  Miles  Lord,  now  a special  legal  council  to  the 
interim  White  Earth  Tribal  Council,  also  argued  that  other  factors  are  at 
play.  He  told  Dudge  Davis  that  Wadena  is  challenging  the  election  in  hopes 
that  one  of  his  supporters  will  win  and  grant  him  amnesty  for  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars  Wadena  was  convicted  of  stealing. 

[Wadena's  son,  Tony,  still  holds  a position  on  the  White  Earth  Tribal 
Council . ] 


feather  eaglerock,  leech  lake  rez 


"RE : Native  Movies/TV  Specials"  

Date:  Tue,  2 Dul  1996  12:27:43  -0800 
From:  temp@prep.net  (Ralph  Ianuzzi) 

Sub j : anymore  native  movies/TV  specials 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I belong  to  the  Lost  Bird  Society  (those  NAtive  children  who  were  adopted 
out  of  the  NAtive  community)  and  we're  planning  to  have  a gathering  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  location  of  the  Society's  founder,  Marie  Fouche. 

Some  of  you  know  that  a while  back  I was  attempting  to  promote  my  book  of 
poetry,  "What  I Have  To  Say"  One  Native  American's  Viewpoint,  to  whomever 
on  this  list  as  well  as  any  other  NAtive  site  or  chat  line.  Well,  what 
has  come  of  that  is,  a friend  of  mine,  who  co-owns  the  Info-Share  Network 
is  producing  it  in  full  color  on  diskette. 

Now,  it  comes  to  pass  that  a friend  of  his  in  Hollywood,  CA  either  directs 
or  actually  shoots  documentaries,  and  it  was  suggested  to  me  that  I could 
have  *my*  adoption  story  documented  on  videotape.  I thought  about  it 
awhile  and  realized  that  maybe  the  entire  Lost  Bird  Society  gathering 
could  be  documented  with  all,  or  at  least  some,  of  us  telling  our 
individual  stories  so  I passed  that  suggestion  along  to  Marie  --  no 
response  as  of  yet. 

However,  if  we  could  get  backing  for  as  many  of  the  everyday,  real-life 
type  of  situations  of  as  many  separate  or  pan-tribal  stories  as  we  can, 
then  maybe  in  this  way  we  could  pass  along  our  experiences  to  others  like 
us  (and  believe  me,  there  are  many,  many  such  people,  most  of  whom 
probably  think  they  are  going  through  this  all  by  themselves),  and  we 
could  exchange  cultural  ideas  and  keep  each  other  informed  as  to  what  we 
are  all  going  through.  Over  all  we  know  things  are  bad  for  us,  but  this 
way,  maybe  we'd  be  able  to  encourage  those  of  us  who  are  succeeding  and 
help  others  who  may  need  assistance.  . . 

Anyhow,  it's  a rough  idea,  but  maybe.  . .(like  the  song  says.  . .if  you 
don't  have  a dream,  how' re  you  going  to  make  a dream  come  true). 

Comments? 

Mi  Gwetch!  Ralph 

REMEMBER  YOUR  ROOTS  --  THE  FUTURE  OF  THIS  FOREST  HINGES  ON  THEM!!! 

"RE;  NOW  Supports  Hawaiian  Independence"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Dul  1996  10:19:23  -1000 
From:  monet@aloha.net  (Sam  Monet) 

Sub j : National  Org.  of  Women  resolution  supports  Hawaiian  Independence 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I am  happy  to  report  that  on  Dune  30th,  1996,  the  National  Organization 
of  Women,  (a  U.S.  based  non-governmental  organization  with  a membership 
of  250,000  women)  passed  the  following  resolution  by  unanimous  consensus 
during  their  30th  Anniversary  Conference: 

INDIGENOUS  Hawaiian  PEOPLES  RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS,  the  Native  Hawaiian  peoples  are  the  indigenous  peoples  of  the 
islands  of  Hawai'i;  and 

WHEREAS,  Queen  Lili ’ uokalani  did  not  abdicate  her  throne,  but  was  forced 
to  relinquish  it  on  Danuary  16th,  1893,  in  order  to  protect  her  Hawaiian 
peoples  from  certain  violence  and  genocide;  and 

WHEREAS,  in  the  1993  Apology  Bill  to  the  Native  Hawaiian  peoples. 


President  Clinton  acknowledged  the  illegal  overthrow  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Hawai'i  and  formally  recognized  the  American  and  the  Hawaiian  societies; 
and 

WHEREAS,  prior  to  statehood,  Hawai'i  was  scheduled  to  become  an 
independent  nation  recognized  by  the  United  Nations;  and 

WHEREAS,  under  statehood  the  children  of  the  indigenous  Hawaiian  peoples 
have  experienced  a U.S.  government-imposed,  two  tiered  system  of 
discrimination  based  on  fifty  percent  blood  quantum,  both  below  and  above, 
which  has  divided  the  indigenous  Hawaiian  peoples;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  indigenous  Hawaiian  peoples  have  been  deprived  of  the 
exercise  of  their  sovereignty,  including  self-determination,  control  of 
their  islands  and  ocean  resources,  use  of  their  language,  and  exercise  of 
their  cultural  and  religious  practices;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  self-determining  indigenous  Hawaiian  rights  movement  has 
sustained  momentum  from  the  first  contact  with  other  nations;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Hawai'i  National  Organization  for  Women  (NOW)  has  formally 
recognized  the  existence  and  work  of  the  independent  indigenous  Hawaiian 
peoples'  NOW  VISION  SUMMIT  self-determining  grassroots  sovereignty  movement 
since  October  1,  1994;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  U.S.  government  is  currently  conducting  a sovereignty  vote 
through  the  State  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs  (SOHA); 

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  NOW  provide  moral  support  for  and  encourage 
political  recognition  of  the  self-determining  indigenous  Hawaiian  peoples 
and  the  newly  forming  independent  indigenous  Hawaiian  women's 
non-governmental  organization. 

Submitted  by:  Racial  and  Ethnic  Diversity  Committee 
Author:  Audrey  E.  Keesing,  MPH,  President  of  Hawai'i  NOW 

I have  been  informed  that  the  independent  indigenous  Hawaiian  women's 
non-governmental  organization  has  been  named  by  a 91  year  old  kupuna  and 
it  is  open  to  all  indigenous  Hawaiian  women  of  one  drop  Hawaiian  blood. 

The  name  of  the  women's  organization  is  'Na  Wahine  0 Ke  Anuenue, ' literally 
"Women  of  the  Rainbow,"  whose  kuleana(sp?)  is  Ho'omau  Pono,  "Perpetuating 
Righteousness . " 

This  is  the  first  and  only  resolution  on  the  indigenous  Hawaiian  peoples 
civil  and  human  rights  to  be  submitted  before  NOW  to  my  knowledge.  It  is 
my  hope  that  it  is  the  first  of  many  more,  because  as  we  know  from  shared 
experience,  if  the  civil  rights  of  Hawaiian  women  are  not  upheld,  then 
Hawaiian  and  women's  human  rights  are  not  upheld.  I think  the  timing  of 
the  passage  of  this  resolution  could  not  be  better.  The  time  is  Hawai'i 
NOW : ) ! 

I would  like  to  thank  the  indigenous  Hawaiian  people  for  their  hospitality 
and  generosity  to  five  generations  of  my  family,  (including  my  ancestors 
Thomas  laggar,  volcanologist,  Felix  M.  Keesing,  founder  of  the  Department  of 
Anthropology  at  the  University  of  Hawai'i,  and  Roger  M Keesing,  a Solomon 
Islands  anthropologist  and  a hanai  spiritual  ancestral  guide  interned  with 
the  indigenous  Kwaio  peoples)  and  for  teaching  me  and  mine  the  meaning  of 
Ho'omau  Pono. 

With  best  wishes... May  all  your  dreams  and  prayers  come  true  through  love, 
harmony,  peace,  and  understanding. 

Aloha  and  mahalo, 

Audrey  E.  Keesing 
President,  Hawai'i  NOW 
(808)  735-3786 


Sam  & Dulie  Monet 


P.O.  Box  309 
Haleiwa,  Hawai'i  96712 
Sam:  Ph  808-638-8934 

Dulie:  Ph  808-638-7299 

Fax:  808-638-8018 

email:  monet@aloha.net 

"RE:  4th  of  Duly"  

Date:  Tue,  2 Dul  1996  15:05:34  -0500 
From:  frye@smtplink.ipfw.indiana.edu 
Sub j : 4th  of  Duly 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Sago  all. 

This  has  sparked  my  interest  because  I have  recently  posted  a poster  all 
over  the  University  campus  at  which  I am  employed.  Here  is  what  it  states: 


4th  of  Duly 
& 

Native  American  Opinion 


As  you  celebrate  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  this  Thursday, 
do  not  forget  your  Native  American  brothers  and  sisters  whom  lost  THEIR 
freedom  on  that  very  day,  courtesy  of  the  United  States. 

Is  it  right  for  one  to  take  freedom  from  another  and  then  bestow  it 
upon  himself?  I feel  that  "...one  who  takes  freedom  from  another  DOES  NOT 
deserve  it  for  himself.". 

I,  myself,  am  a descendant  of  the  Kanienkehaka  (Mohawk)  people  of  the 
Haudenosaunee  (Iroquois  Six  Nations  Confederacy)  and  DO  NOT  celebrate 
Independence  day.  My  family  does  observe  the  fireworks  display  for  sake  of 
giving  in  to  our  children,  but  I do  so  with  a sad  heart.  This  celebration 
has  a much  different  meaning  to  me  than  to  it's  celebrants  and,  while  you 
celebrate,  it  is  clear  to  me  that  the  American  people  have  forgotten  about 
us  and  our  dilemma.  You  see  us,  only,  as  a "dead"  part  of  history,  but  we 
have  gone  nowhere.  We  have  survived  the  holocaust  initiated  against  us.  WE 
STILL  EXIST.  Yet,  many  of  us  exist  under  the  most  extreme  conditions 
placed  upon  us  by  YOUR  Government .The  meaning  of  this  holiday  is  clear  to 
me... it  is  one  of  subjugation  and  dictatorial  rule  over  my,  once 
independent  and  proud,  people.  This  is  what  YOU  celebrate  and  do  not  even 
realize.  The  United  States  still  dictates  it's  laws  to  my  people  (ie;  the 
forms  of  government  we  are  allowed  to  initiate,  where  and  how  we  can  live 
as  a free  people, ....  and  even  "who  can  or  cannot  be  recognized  as  citizens 
of  our  Nations, ...  and  much,  much  more). 

You  live  under,  what  you  call,  a democracy  while  we  live  under  a 
dictatorship  ruled  by  greedy  tyrants  who  do  in  their  OWN  best  interest  and 
not  the  interest  of  MY  people  and  we  are  protected  by  few,  if  any,  from 
the  Federal  Government  and  it's  agencies  as  well  as  State  and  Local 
Governments . 

The  4th  of  Duly  is  a sad  day  for  US.  It  is  a sad  day  for  US  ALL. 

Onen,  Willard  M.  Frye 
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Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  , don.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"He  said,  unreal  the  buffalo  is  standing.  These  are  his  sayings,  unreal 
the  buffalo  is  standing,  unreal  he  stands  in  the  open  space,  unreal  he 
is  standing." 

Song  of  the  Buffalo  Dance,  Pawnee 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


What  will  the  great  winter  count  for  this  year  show?  Will  it  be  the 
Centennial  Olympic  Games  in  Atlanta?  Will  it  be  the  contest  for  the  U.S. 
Presidency  between  Bob  Dole  and  Bill  Clinton?  Will  it  be  a storm  named 
Bertha? 

In  the  councils  of  our  people,  there  must  be  an  accounting  for  some 
losses.  The  ICWA  was  weakened  and  once  again.  Native  children  will 
become  lost  birds.  The  IAIA  school  has  been  reduced  to  a mere  echo. 
Although  the  Oklahoma  tribes  won  the  gas  tax  issue  in  court,  under 
pressure,  they  conceded  to  demands  of  the  white  society  that  make 
the  court  decision  moot.  Sacred  Mount  Graham  will  have  its  great 
eyepiece  for  the  Vatican.  Long  neighbors,  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  are 
at  odds  over  a land  issue  created  by  the  crowding  of  the  dominant 
society  and  the  greed  of  an  English  mining  company.  The  Sweetgrass 
Hills  are  feeling  the  cut  of  the  scraper  blades  as  the  greed  of  the 
miners  seeks  to  rip  treasures  from  our  Mother's  bosom  even  there. 

Is  Leonard  Peltier  a free  man?  Does  Clifford  Dann  have  his  horses? 

Does  the  dominant  society  even  care? 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Adoptee  Reunion 

- Innu  Agree  to  Relocate  Community 

- Logo  Victory  in  Upstate  NY 

- Redmen  and  White  Politics 

- Question  of  Fairness 

- Small  Victory  at  Emish 

- Greenfield  Update 

- United  NA  Television  Project 

- Tour  Guide  to  Indian  Country 

- Duly  Powwow  on  the  Hudson 

- Senora  Conchita  Ramos 

- Native  America  Calling 

- Poem:  Mohawk 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Adoptee  Reunion"  — 

Date:  Wed,  10  Dul  1996  12:04:36  CST 
From:  space  for  rent  <fpjpc@MHFP.SWMED.EDU> 

Sub j : ADOPTEE  REUNION  (stolen  babies) 

Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 

Yvette  Melanson  grew  up  in  Brooklyn  believing  she  was  white  and  Dewish. 
But  she  was  one  of  the  "Lost  Birds",  Indian  school  taken  from  their 
families  and  given,  sometimes,  illegally  to  white  families  from  the  1950 's 
to  the  1970's. 

She  is  43  and  recently  spent  two  weeks  in  Tolani  Lake,  a Navajo 
community  60  miles  NE  of  Flagstaff,  Arizona.  She  and  a twin  brother  were 
taken  from  her  parents  when  they  were  two  days  old  in  1953.  She  was  raised 
apart  from  her  brother  in  New  York  and  she  did  not  know  she  was  Navajo 
until  she  saw  a listing  on  the  internet.  Her  adoptive  parents  are  dead. 
There  have  been  other  reunions  but  she  and  tribal  officials  made  this 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Sundance  Grounds  Threatened 

- Innu  Leader  Imprisoned 

- Limbaugh's  Views  of  Indians 

- 1996  Gwich'in  Gathering 

- B.C.  Environmentalists  Sentenced 

- Charlatan  Removed  from  Pow  Wow 

- New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy 

- Geronimo 


one  public  in  hopes  of  finding  hen  brother  and  other  missing  children.  Her 
father,  Yazzie  Monroe,  gave  her  a wedding  basket  and  placed  a string  of 
turquoise  beads  around  her  neck  after  meeting  her  husband  and  two 
daughters.  She  hopes  to  learn  enough  Navajo  to  talk  with  her  father, 67, 
who  speaks  little  English. 

Her  mother,  Betty  Jackson,  was  ill  and  placed  her  thumbprint  on  what  she 
thought  were  temporary  custody  papers.  They  apparently  were  used  to  adopt 
her  illegally.  She  has  learned  she  was  taken  to  Salt  Lake  City  where  a 
fake  birth  certificate  was  prepared  saying  she  was  born  of  white  parents 
in  Salt  Lake  City. 

The  tribe  believes  her  story  underscores  the  importance  of  the  1978 
Indian  Child  Welfare  Act,  which  is  under  attack  in  Congress.  The  HOuse 
under  Newt  Gingrich  has  passed  a bill  removing  child  custody  proceedings 
from  tribal  courts  if  the  cases  involve  children  whose  birth  parents  did 
not  maintain  "significant  social,  cultural  or  political  affiliations  with 
the  tribe." 

This  vague  language  would  open  the  door  for  state  courts  to  decide  if 
children  were  not  "Indian  enough"  allowing  them  to  be  taken  away  for  White 
families  which  cannot  find  enough  children  to  adopt  without  importing  them 
from  third  world  countries.  Some  of  these  children  are  often  found  to  have 
been  stolen  or  bought. 

"RE : Innu  Agree  to  Relocate  Community"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Jul  1996  19:16:41  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@ORION.YORKU.CA> 

Sub j : Innu  agree  to  relocate  community 

Mailing  List:  INNU-L  <INNU-L@odie.ccs.yorku.ca> 

**  Innu  agree  to  relocate  community  ** 

**  ST.  JOHN'S,  Nfld.  (CP)  One  of  Canada's  poorest  communities  is  ** 

**  moving.  ** 

The  Innu  Nation  and  the  Newfoundland  and  federal  governments  struck  a 
deal  Tuesday  to  relocate  the  people  of  the  remote,  poverty-stricken  island 
community  of  Davis  Inlet  to  Sango  Bay  on  the  Labrador  mainland.  ''We're 
firmly  committed  to  making  a move,''  said  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Ron  Irwin. 

The  move  will  cost  Ottawa  about  $85  million,  considerably  less  than  a 
$130-million  Innu  proposal  presented  to  the  federal  government  late  last 
year. 

Irwin  said  all  parties  managed  Tuesday  to  resolve  two  contentious  issues: 
the  size  of  the  community  and  the  provision  of  services. 

The  new  site  will  cover  about  10  square  kilometres  on  the  Labrador 
mainland,  not  far  from  the  tiny  coastal  island  on  which  the  settlement  is 
now  located. 

About  500  of  the  1,600  Labrador  Innu  live  in  Davis  Inlet,  a squalid, 
ramshackle  collection  of  houses  with  little  running  water  or  toilets  and  no 
paved  roads  or  sidewalks. 

Conditions  in  the  community  chronic  levels  of  alcoholism,  sexual  abuse, 
substance  abuse  and  domestic  violence  attracted  international  attention  in 
February  1993  when  six  suicidal  children  were  rescued  from  an  unheated  shack 
where  they  were  sniffing  gas. 

Living  conditions  in  Davis  Inlet  have  improved  through  training  programs 
and  housing  renovations.  But  the  improvements  are  temporary  and  the  Innu 
want  to  move. 

The  Innu  also  received  a commitment  for  accelerated  land-claim  talks, 
where  issues  such  as  self-government  will  be  on  the  table.  Newfoundland 
Premier  Brian  Tobin  said  he  hopes  the  spirit  of  co-operation  that  prevailed 
at  the  talks  will  carry  over  into  future  land-claims  discussions. 

The  talks  are  especially  important  to  the  development  of  the  huge  Voisey's 
Bay  nickel  and  copper  deposit  on  land  claimed  by  both  the  Innu  and  Labrador 
Inuit . 

"All  of  us  are  aware  that  there's  a huge  multibillion-dollar  development 
out  there,"  said  Tobin.  "There  are  claims  by  both  the  Innu  and  Inuit." 

"This  deposit,  in  my  mind,  is  rich  enough  that  there  must  be  a win-win 


for  all  the  players  involved  and  no  less  a win-  win  in  terms  of  the 
priorities  of  the  Innu  and  the  Inuit  people." 

The  Innu  agreed  in  March  to  a three-year  timetable  to  draft  a deal 
covering  a claim  the  size  of  Nova  Scotia  that  includes  Voisey's  Bay, 
on  Labrador's  remote  northern  coast. 

"RE : Logo  Victory  in  Upstate  NY"  

Date:  13  Dul  1996  01:05:03  -0400 
From:  rbeaul5961@aol.com  (RBeaul5961) 

Sub  j : LOGO  VICTORY  IN  UPSTATE  NY 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

Shenendehowa  School  District,  Clifton  Park,  ny 

On  Duly  11  a decision  finally  was  announced  by  the  Shenendehowa  School 
District  that  the  offensive  "caricatured  Native  American  Mascot  who  ran 
along  the  sidelines  at  Shen  football  and  basketball  games  is  gone,  and 
now,  the  school  district's  Indian-head  logo  is  slowly  vanishing." 

Through  a long,  hard  and  persistent  campaign  by  local  Native  American 
activists.  The  Keepers  of  the  Circle  (A  Native  American  Friendship 
Center),  and  support  from  Akwesasne  Notes,  a battle  was  won.  The  racially 
insulting  image  of  a grimacing,  big  nosed,  spear  and  tomahawk  wielding 
Native  American  has  been  Shen ' s logo  for  years  but  according  to  the 
school's  athletic  director,  "the  image  will  not  appear  on  any  new  sports 
uniforms  the  district  buys  and  will  be  removed  from  scoreboards  and  signs. 
It  also  will  be  sanded  off  the  middle  of  the  the  floor  of  the  high  school 
gymnasium  floor."  In  addition,  the  image  carved  into  a wall  of  the  junior 
high  school  will  eventually  be  removed. 

Time  is  past  when  Native  Americans  can  be  portrayed  in  a derogatory, 
insulting  way  and  have  it  called  a "compliment." 

One  down  and  many  more  to  go. 

R.  Beaulieu 
Albany  NY 


"RE;  Redmen  and  White  Politics"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Dul  1996  10:44:20  +0000 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : Redmen  and  White  Politics-Duly  Commentary  by  Art  Nave 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  following  commentary  was  published  in  the  Duly  1996  issue  of  THE 
CHEROKEE  OBSERVER.  It  was  written  by  Art  Nave,  Cherokee  Tribal  Member. 

REDMEN  AND  WHITE  POLITICS 

The  Oklahoma  Indians  numbers  are  over  200,000  strong.  A force  to 
be  reckoned  with  in  any  state's  electoral  process,  if  organized  and 
seeking  a common  goal. 

Indians,  as  all  other  ethnic  groups,  have  personal  needs  and 
preferences  to  be  considered  when  selecting  a cause  or  candidate  to 
support.  However  there  is  one  cause  that  we  can  all  identify  with  and 
support  and  that  is  the  advancement  and  welfare  of  the  Indian  people. 
Politicians  who  campaign  or  work  against  the  rights  of  the  Indian  or 
ignore  our  requests  should  not  only  receive  no  Indian's  vote  but  should 
be  campaigned  against  by  us. 

U.S.  Congressman  istook's  recent  introduction  of  a House  Bill  on 
Indian  Lands  contrary  to  our  welfare  simply  makes  him  an  enemy  of  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  population.  There  are  others  among  our  state  and 
national  politicians  who  feel  Indians  should  be  ignored  or  kept  in  their 
place . 

If  your  city,  county,  state  or  nations  public  servants  ignore  your 
requests,  fail  to  respond  to  reasonable  needs,  or  vote  legislation 


contrary  to  your  welfare,  work  against  their  re-election  in  some  manner. 

Talk  to  your  family  and  friends,  write  letters  to  the  newspaper,  put  a 
political  opponents  sign  in  your  yard  who  promises  better  treatment,  and 
get  involved  in  some  manner  to  rid  Oklahoma  of  Indian  Bashers. 

Tribal  governments  are  very  powerful  sleeping  giants  in  the 
Oklahoma  political  and  economic  arenas.  We  are  a force  to  be  reckoned 
with  if  we  exercise  our  power. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Posted  courtesy  of  THE  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER,  your  only  independent  Cherokee 
newspaper. 


"RE : Question  of  Fairness"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Duly  96  09:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

We  got  a note  in  the  mail  from  Dimmy  D.  Oyler,  with  a clipping 
from  _Land  Line  Magazine_,  a professional  truckers  association. 

The  article  describes  recent  proposed  amendments  to  a U.S.  Dept,  of 
the  Interior  Appropriations  bill  authored  by  Oklahoma  Rep.  Ernest 
Dim  Istook  and  Indiana  Rep.  Peter  D.  Viscloskyan.  The  bill 
asks  "that  sales  on  Indian  reservations  to  non-Indians  be 
fairly  taxed . " 

Traditionally,  Native  Americans  have  been  exempt  from  state 
taxes,  and  generally  Native  American  businesses  on  tribal  lands 
have  not  charged  taxes  to  any  of  their  customers.  While  the 
Supreme  Court  opinion  supports  the  states'  rights  to  collect 
taxes  on  goods  sold  to  non-Indians,  it  also  has  said  states 
cannot  file  lawsuit  against  the  tribes. 

The  article  continues,  describing  the  support  of  the  National 
Association  of  Truckstops,  Inc  (NATSO),  the  National  Association  of 
Convenience  Stores,  Petroleum  Marketers  Assn,  of  American  and 
the  Society  of  Independent  Gasoline  Marketers  of  America,  who 
believe  that  non-Indian  retailers  should  be  protected 
against  unfair  competition  (since  presumably  non-taxed  goods 
on  reservation  property  would  be  much  less  expensive  than 
those  in  adjacent  non-Indian  stores.) 

Dim  Olyer's  comments  on  this  article  and  it's  opinions  are: 

If  the  Supreme  Court  and  this  Congress  grants  states  the  right 
to  collect  taxes,  then  let  Congress  and  the  courts  also  uphold 
Indian  treaties.  He  wonders  if  the  Native  Americans  in  Oklahoma 
helped  elect  Rep.  Ernest  Dim  Istook,  one  of  the  amendment's  authors. 
And  finally,  he  states:  "Yes,  protect  the  non-Indian  retailer. 

But  how  about  the  ability  of  the  tribes  to  tax  without  paying 
state  tax?  If  they  want  an  equal  playing  field,  then  make  it 
an  equal  playing  field." 

My  own  observations  (and  this  may  have  been  what  Dim  Oyler  was 
trying  to  get  across):  If  the  states  are  going  to  force  the  Tribes 
to  charge  taxes  so  that  non-Native  retailers  won't  face  unfair 
pricing  competition,  then  at  least  let  the  Natives  tax  for  themselves, 
and  require  that  the  taxes  they  collect  (and  keep)  equal  those  of 
the  surrounding  community.  This  will  level  the  playing  field 
in  terms  of  community  resources  as  well,  since  taxes  collected  by 
Indians  will  stay  in  Indian  hands,  instead  of  being  being  turned 
over  to  the  states,  who  will  almost  certainly  NOT  expend  those  funds 
in  any  manner  that  will  benefit  the  Native  populations. 

At  the  heart  of  this  issue  is  tribal  sovereignty.  Almost  daily 
one  hears  political  wrangling  about  the  funds  that  go  "as  welfare" 
to  Native  peoples.  I prefer  to  think  of  it  as  a "mortgage,"  but 
semantics  aside  ...  if  tribal  peoples  are  going  to  be  denied 
the  support  promised  them  in  exchange  for  land  cessions,  and  I 


think  it  only  a matter  of  time  until  that  happens,  then 
AT  LEAST  encourage  them  to  establish  means  for  supporting  their 
own  infrastructures  such  as  local/tribal  sales  taxes--and  if  those 
taxes  are  reserved  only  for  purchases  by  non-Natives,  well,  that's 
reasonable,  too. 

Evening  Star 
jans@genie.com 

"RE : Small  Victory  at  Emish"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Dul  1996  19:17:08  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@ORIOl\I.YORKU.CA> 

Sub j : Small  victory  at  Emish 

Mailing  List:  INNU-L  <INNU-L@odie.ccs.yorku.ca> 

Small  Victory  at  Emish 

Newfoundland  CBC  Radio  carried  a story  on  10  Duly  which  featured  VBNC 
vice-president  Rick  Gill  saying  that  the  company  has  accepted  that  it  will 
not  be  able  to  build  their  proposed  airstrip,  dock,  road  and  campsite 
facilities  at  Emish  (Voisey's  Bay)  this  summer  because  they  have  not  been 
able  to  secure  the  cooperation  of  the  Innu  and  Inuit  or  a decision  from  the 
Newfoundland  government. 

The  Labrador  Inuit  Association  recently  announced  that  their  development 
agency,  the  LIDC,  has  been  instructed  to  turn  down  $28  million  dollar 
contract  offer  from  the  company  to  build  the  infrastructure. 

The  Innu  Nation  and  LIA  maintain  that  the  entire  project  must  be  assessed 
under  a single,  comprehensive  environmental  assessment.  To  date,  no 
agreement  with  the  governments  of  Canada  and  Newfoundland  have  been  reached 
on  the  scope  or  conduct  of  the  assessment  process,  although  the  four 
parties  are  proceeding  with  negotiations  to  reach  a memorandum  of 
understanding  on  the  issue. 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.O.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  es051322@orion . yorku . ca  fax:  (709)  497-8396 
\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/= 


"RE;  Greenfield  Update"  

Date:  Sat,  13  Dul  1996  07:04:26  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  mll@berkshire . net 

Sub j : Greenfield  Update  7/12/9 

UUCP  email 

Khew  All; 

An  update  on  the  Greenfield  situation  from  Dohnie  Levertte. 

Ishgooda 

>Date : Sat,  13  Dul  1996  00:50:00  (DST) 

>From:  johnie.leverett@chicopee.com  (Dohnie  Leverett) 

>Reply-To:  johnie.leverett@chicopee.com  (Dohnie  Leverett) 

>Subject:  Greenfield  Update  7/12/9 
> 

Recorder  Duly  12,  1996 

It's  Agreed  Industry  for  Mackin  land,  retail  growth  keys  to  success, 
group  says . . . 

The  town  should  spend  the  next  two  years  trying  to  attract  industries  to 
the  French  King  Flighway  property  one  sought  by  Wal-Mart,  while  a special 
task  force  works  with  merchants  to  keep  retail  dollars  in  town. And  an 
advisory  committee  of  townspeople  should  make  sure  projects  to  boost 
Greenfield's  economy  are  coordinated  and  brought  to  fruition. 


These  are  key  recommendations  by  a group  of  residents,  merchants  and 
town  officials  that  has  been  meeting  Saturdays  since  April  to  hammer  out 
an  economic  development  plan  for  Greenfield-one  that  both  sides  in  the 
recent  Wal-Mart  support. The  "Consensus  '96"  group  includes  bankers. 

Realtors,  merchants,  town  officials,  agency  heads,  residents  and  various 
opinion  makers-from  both  sides  of  the  debate  over  the  defeated  Wal-Mart 
proposal  and  the  pending  Bl ' s Wholesale  Club  plan  for  Colrain  Road. The 
group  recommends  the  town  make  a two-year  commitment  to  find  industries 
for  the  63-acre  Peter  Mackin  property  on  French  King  Highway. 

Those  who  opposed  building  a Wal-Mart  there  argued  its  best  use  is  for 
industries  that  would  yield  high-paying  jobs  without  endangering  the 
downtown  merchants.  After  the  two  years,  if  industries  weren't  attracted, 
the  town  would  revisit  the  issue  of  allowing  retailers  to  use  the  land  now 
zoned  for  industry. The  consensus  group  also  recommended  against  setting 
limits  on  commercial  building  sizes-a  regulation  that  could  be  used  to 
keep  out  large  retailers.  Instead,  it  suggested  focusing  more  on  the  reuse 
and  development  of  existing  retail  space. Also  during  the  two  years,  the 
group  has  recommended  that  an  independent  marketing  study  of  Greenfield 
and  Franklin  County  be  conducted  to  decide  whether  the  town  needs  a third 
commercial  zone  in  addition  to  downtown  and  the  1-91  rotary  area. 

Also  recommended  was  establishment  of  a task  force  of  consumers  and 
merchants  to  identify  the  gaps  in  the  type  and  price  of  merchandise 
currently  available  in  Greenfield  stores.  The  goal  would  be  to  put  more  of 
what  people  want  in  downtown  stores  to  keep  retail  dollars  from  floating 
down  Interstate  91  to  the  malls. "It's  a bit  of  a touchy  issue  because  it 
may  be  perceived  as  dictating  to  business  owners  what  they  can  sell  in 
their  stores,  and  that's  not  the  intention,"  Town  Planner  Teri  Anderson 
said.  "The  idea  is  to  provide  input  about  what  types  of  things  people  want 
to  see  downtown . "Another  recommendation  is  for  the  retail  task  force  to 
examine  the  possibility  of  merchants  buying  cooperatively  in  bulk  to  cut 
costs.,  stopped  because  of  length  of  article. 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

Email  ishgooda@tdi.net  for  inclusion  in  the  Huron-Wendat  newsletter 
http://www.berkshire.net/~mll/wendat.htm  and  to  register  for  updates  on 
the  proposed  gathering  in  1997!  Put  "Huron"  as  your  subject  in  the  e-mail. 
Drawn  & Quoted  Graphics  http://www.berkshire.net/~mll/natgra.htm 
Tsonkwadiyonrat  (Now  we  are  ONE  Mind) 

"RE:  United  NA  Television  Project"  — - 

Date:  Sun,  14  Jul  1996  12:48:00  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  aconcert@carroll . com  (Doe  Campagna) 

Sub j : Native  Web  Help  [2] 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

It  is  key  to  understand  that  there  are  two  organizations  being  described 
throughout  this  text,  and  there  is  a difference  between  them  although 
duties  cross  borders. 

1.  United  Native  Culture  and  Language  Exchange  (UNC&LE)  - a volunteer 
organization  consisting  of  both  Native  and  Non-Native  people. 

UNC&LE 's  function  is  to  support  the  UNATBC. 

2.  United  Native  American  Broadcasting  Council  (UNATBC)  - councils  of 
only  Native  American  people  from  any  given  region  that  make  up  a Grand 
Council  through  their  delegates.  UNATBC' s function  is  to  direct  as  they 
decide. 

Overview  and  description  subject  to  change  by  consensus. 

The  DAKOTA  TERRITORY  CHAIRMAN'S  TREATY  COUNCIL  an  intertribal  organization 
consisting  of  the  bands  of  (Sioux)  Lakota,  Dakota,  and  Nakota  Indian 
tribal  leaders,  has  approved  the  Interworld  Concert  and  it's  purpose  of 
fundraising  to  help  establish  a United  Native  American  Television 
Broadcasting  Project  (UNATBC)  as  proposed  to  each  of  the  representatives  in 
the  council  as  in  prior  communications  via  intertribal  meeting. 

A <TRIBAL  RESOLUTION>  from  the  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe  re-affirms 
that  Doe  Campagna  Talent  Associates  may  act  as  project  pre-organizer 


and  coordinator.  Doe  Campagna  has  released  his  responsibilities  to  the 
United  Native  Culture  & Language  Exchange  (UNC&LE),  a non-profit 
organization  to  to  help  as  an  informational  gathering  body  until  the  effort 
will  be  taken  over  by  the  collective  Native  American  councils  of  the  United 
Native  American  Television  Broadcast  Project  (UNATBC). 

The  United  Native  Culture  and  Language  Exchange  (UNC&LE)  is  seeking  Native 
and  Non-Native  individuals  to  assist  its  function  of  helping  the  UNATBC  with 
pre-organizing. 

Ray  Uses  The  Knife  of  the  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe  (CRST)  Cultural 
Affairs  Committee,  will  assist  all  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  to  designate 
interested  parties  in  the  Sioux  Nations  to  work  with  or  become  a directive 
part  of  a United  Native  American  Television  Broadcast  effort  in  their 
region.  Sioux  efforts  may  also  be  formed  individually,  but  as  all  efforts 
should  be  in  contact  with  UNC&LE  for  initial  communications  to  other  UNATBC 
chapters  and  for  licensing  UNATBC  contracts  --  also  to  keep  a record  and 
assist  in  other  archivist-type  documentation  and  communication  as  per 
directed.  The  UNATBC  trademark  is  held  in  escrow  by  UNC&LE  and  ownership  of 
mark  will  be  turned  over  to  a Grand  Council  of  UNATBC  representatives  when 
Grand  Council  is  formed.  In  addition,  all  Native  American  Nations  and 
groups  of  Native  people  would  be  urged  to  express  their  concerns  and 
directives  as  well  as  form  their  own  committee  of  United  Native  American 
Broadcast  Council  (UNATBC). 

Under  special  licensing  of  UNATBC  trademark,  there  is  a contractual 
exclusion  of  non-native  interests  being  corporately  involved  in  UNATBC 
internal  business  functions.  Non-native  individuals  or  companies  will  have 
no  decision  making  in  the  content  of  broadcast  materials  and  business  on 
any  level.  Local  UNATBC  committees  may  be  formed  from  any  tribe,  nation, 
clan,  community,  or  group  of  Native  Americans.  The  purpose  of  the 
committees  are  to  ensure  that 

projects  for  the  local  broadcast  area,  and  outside  representation  or 
material  that  represents  their  particular  culture  falls  within  the 
acceptability  and  control  of  the  respective  control  of  Native  American 
peoples . 

The  broadcasting  facility  could  be  designed  and  installed  which  could  be 
a system  of  local  broadcasting  stations  that  could  subscribe  to  any  other 
native  station  for  part  of  their  programming,  to  trade  materials  to  be 
aired,  and  to  establish  intertribal  broadcasting  slots,  and  subsequent 
national/international  broadcasts  to  non-native  stations  whereby  advertising 
monies  and  broadcast  fees  paid  by  non-native  stations  would  revert  back  to 
the  native  broadcast  project  as  a whole.  Royalties  would  be  paid  to  Native 
American  filmmakers,  screenwriters,  actors,  etc.  for  both  internal  and 
external  broadcasts. 

Each  Native  American  born  shall  own  one  non-salable,  non-transferable 
share  in  the  broadcast  system  whereby  dividends  may  be  added  to  by  profits 
or  matching  grants  and  donations  from  the  non-native  investors  and  donors, 
and  profits;  which  regardless  of  any  monetary  calculations,  will  constitute 
51%  of  company  shares.  All  profits  or  donations  aside  from  "interest 
rates"  paid  to  outside  investors  (which  may  also  include  Native  Peoples  and 
companies)  would  be  for  expansion  of  project  to  benefit  all  native  nations 
via  the  broadcast  project.  A percentage  of  profits  would  be  set  aside  for 
the  51%  Native  American  shareholders  who  would  be  all  the  Native  American 
people. 

The  base  value  of  each  dividend  would  be  one  dollar  and  any  amount  over 
base  value  could  be  transferred  by  an  individual  as  a voting  Native 
American  shareholder  when  interactive  tv/internet  capabilities  will  make 
the  creation  of  new  projects  locally  or  for  the  system  via  an  electronic 
consensus  gathering  vehicle.  Any  local  council  of  elders  UNATBC  chapter  or 
not  would  have  final  say  over  the  content  of  material  in  their  area,  or  as 
according  to  their  particular  laws. 

Any  investment  monies  or  capital  by  non-native  companies  or  individuals 
would  be  limited  to  purchasing  non-voting  shares  which  would  be  comparable 
to  dividends  in  non-stock  markets  such  as  interest  rates.  This  shall 
constitute  49%  being  the  outside  interests  handled  much  like  bank  deposits 
in  a variety  of  accounts.  Interest  dividends  by  these  depositors  may  be  be 
donated  to  a non-profit  corporation  which  would  be  required  to  divide  all 


such  donations  (and  other  donations)  to  a project  fund  which  would  be 
utilized  by  Native  American  filmmakers  and  production  studio  projects. 

All  proceeds  from  the  concert  and  subsequent  revenues  which  are  derived 
from  marketing  said  concert  will  be  used  in  a unified  project  which  can 
benefit  all  Native  Americans.  The  unified  project  shall  be  an  expandable 
Native  American  Television  Broadcasting  system  as  determined  by  elders  from 
all  Indian  Nations  wishing  to  participate.  All  funds  will  be  deposited  into 
a joint  signatory  trust  account  whereby  a delegation  of  elders  from  all 
participating  tribes  will  decide  by  consensus,  traditional  Indian  law, all 
business  through  their  delegations. 

News 

Pre-K  through  adult  Native  American  Language  Education 

Economic  Development 

Health  Education 

Cultural 

Art 

Community  Activities 
Entertainment  Drama  & Music 
Reply:  aconcert@carroll . com 
United  Native  American  Television  Project 
http://www.jlc . net /~ j c at lin /interworld/ 

"RE : Tour  Guide  to  Indian  Country"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Dul  1996  10:29:48  +0000 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : "A  Tour  Guide  to  INDIAN  COUNTRY" 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  following  commentary  was  published  in  the  Dune  1996  Cherokee 
Observer.  It  was  written  by  Dason  R.  Terrell,  Observer  Foreign 
Correspondent . 

"Ever  since  Kevin  Costner  brought  his  now-famous  movie  Dances  with 
Wolves  to  the  screen,  there  has  been  a renewed  interest  in  all  things 
Native. 

The  result  has  been  a huge  influx  of  non-Indians  to  Indian  Country. 

Everyone  from  the  curious  camera  hound  to  the  born-again  anthropologist 
has  come  to  our  cities  and  communities  in  search  of  some  mystical  key  to 
the  universe,  or  more  often  a snapshot  side-by-side  with  a "once 
hostile"  native. 

From  these  experiences  and  the  onslaught  of  Hollywood  copycat 
films  that  have  followed  from  Dances  with  Wolves,  we  find  ourselves 
put-out,  tired-out  and  out  of  patience.  So  it  seems  that  a refresher 
course  for  would-be  and  wannabe  visitors  is  in  order.  Here  are  a few 
hints  to  remember. 

Treat  a visit  to  a Native  community  much  the  same  way  as  you  would 
to  a foreign  country. 

1)  OBEY  THE  RULES-When  in  a foreign  country,  you  must  abide  by  the 

laws  of  the  land.  Even  if  you  are  used  to  parking  by  the  curb  in  New 

York,  you  must  obey  the  traffic  laws  of  the  city  you're  visiting. 

Similarly,  if  the  public  is  allowed  to  attend  a traditional  ceremony, 
for  example,  be  sure  you  know  ahead  of  time  whether  picture  taking  is 
allowed.  In  some  instances,  it's  not. 

2)  ASK  QUESTIONS  RESPECTFULLY-When  you  talk  to  elders  or  other 
knowledgeable  people,  the  strongest  inclination  is  to  ask  questions. 

That's  fine.  The  only  way  to  learn  is  to  ask,  so  feel  free.  But  frame 

your  questions  in  a respectful  manner  and  realize  that  if  a person  can't 

or  won't  answer  you,  it's  not  because  they  are  trying  to  be  rude.  There 
are  some  topics  that  are  not  discussed  in  public  or  outside  of  a 
traditional  forum.  You  surely  wouldn't  go  to  a restaurant  in  Osaka,  for 
example,  and  ask  "Hey,  where  do  you  keep  those  fancy  Samurai  swords  I 
see  you  waving  around  in  the  movies???" 


3)  COME  WITH  AN  OPEN  MIND  AND  EARS-Dust  because  you  have  seen  all 
three  installments  of  A Man  Called  Horse  six  times,  doesn't  mean  you 
know  everything  about  Indian  culture.  Natives  have  different  languages 
and  customs  which  vary  radically  from  tribe  to  tribe.  Be  willing  to 
listen  to  what  the  people  there  have  to  tell  you  bout  how  they  lived  and 
still  live.  Preconceived  notions  get  you  nowhere  and  can  make  you  seem 
like  a know-it-all.  For  instance,  even  if  great-grandpa  told  you  that 
his  mother  was  an  Indian  princess,  don't  take  that  information  to  your 
visit.  The  whole  Indian  princess  phenomenon  is  mainly  myth  and  Native 
people  don't  like  having  that  kind  of  misnomer  thrown  up  in  their  faces. 

4)  IIUST  BECAUSE  YOU  HAVE  GERMAN  IN  YOUR  BACKGROUND  DOESN ' T"T  MAKE 
YOU  GERMAN-Here  is  probably  one  of  the  biggest  barriers  to  good 
relations  between  Indians  and  non-Indians.  A significant  portion  of  the 
people  who  visit  Indian  Country  have  (or  claim  to  have)  some  Native  in 
their  family  tree.  Even  though  they've  never  been  around  people  who 
have  been  raised  in  the  culture,  speak  the  language  or  never  been  around 
people  who  have  been  raised  in  the  culture,  speak  the  language  or  live 
the  life,  these  people  insist  on  trying  to  be  Indian  the  minute  they 
cross  into  Indian  country.  I dare  say,  that  if  you  has  some  German  in 
your  background  and  went  to  Berlin  boasting  about  being  "part-German" 
without  having  lived  there,  knowing  the  language  or  being  familiar  with 
the  culture  you'd  come  off  as  being  pompous  and  ignorant.  The  case  is 
no  different  in  Indian.  Country.  If  you  do  truly  believe  you  have 
Native  in  your  background  and  you  want  to  learn  more  so  you  can 
understand,  you'll  be  welcome.  "Pretenders  to  the  throne",  on  the  other 
hand,  probably  won't  get  a second  word  spoken  to  them. 

So,  if  you  can  keep  these  pointers  in  mind,  you'll  be  better  for 
the  experience  and  find  friendly  faces  when  you  return,  rather  than  a 
cold  shoulder. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Posted  for  your  enjoyment  by  THE  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER,  your  only 
independent  Cherokee  newspaper. 

"RE : Duly  Powwow  on  the  Hudson"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Dul  1996  13:48:41  -0500 

From:  Grand  Master  Peter  Ticali  <oldlion@tribeca . ios . com> 

Sub j : Duly  Powwow  on  the  Hudson 

UUCP  email 
Gary, 

please  put  this  letter  in  your  next  news  letter. 

Brothers,  sisters,  and  friends  : 

Osiyo, 

My  name  is  Daniel  Whitewolf.  Many  of  you  might  have  seen  my  name  on  a 
recent  letter  from  Chief  Blackhawk  Sancarlos. 

I would  actually  like  to  tell  you  about  the  Pow-wow  on  the  Hudson.  The 
event  was  on  Duly  4th,  5th,  6th.  I am  proud  of  my  involvement,  with  the 
management  of  this  event.  I feel  it  was  a very  spiritual,  and  traditional 
event . 

On  the  4th,  our  Pow-Wow  opened  to  a rainy  day,  but  it  only  drizzled  until 
the  Grand  entry.  As  the  drum  began  to  hold  the  beat  of  the  Earthmothers 
heart,  the  rain  began  to  cover  us,  and  the  wind  spoke  in  our  ears ...  Brothers 
told  me  that  as  in  our  past  Pow-Wows,  it  did  not  rain  in  the  circle...  I 
knew  the  Spirits  were  there  with  us,  and  that  they  were  showing  us  there 
love. 

The  day  showed  us  many  new  faces,  as  many  people  drawn  by  the  sound  of  the 
drum,  came  to  share  in  our  way  of  life.  There  was  no  admission  charge,  so 
people  of  all  walks  of  life, shared  in  the  love  of  our  culture.  Be  they 
Police  officers.  Children,  doctors,  lawyers,  merchants,  or  vagrants.  All 
were  welcome. 

Day  two  was  the  same,  many  people  sharing  in  our  ways,  and  learning  that 
we,  the  first  nation  of  America,  Are  still  here,  still  strong,  and  still  a 


great  nation  to  be  taught  from.  Native  flags  were  flown  all  around  the 
Pow-wow,  as  well  as  the  American  flag.  Although  our  grounds  were  known  for 
violent  incidents,  none  took  place  throughout  the  three  day  Pow-Wow.  Might 
I also  say,  that  we  have  been  told  by  the  Mayor  of  Yonkers,  as  well  as  the 
Police,  that  since  we  first  blessed  the  grounds.  Crime  there  has  depleted. 

The  third  day  showed  an  even  larger  turn-out.  As  more  people  heard  more 
and  more  about  us  threw  local  newspapers  and  Television.  Dancers  came  from 
all  over,  from  reservations.  Such  as  the  Sancarlos  Reservation.  From  cities, 
and  from  the  crowds  of  interested  people  who  came  to  find  there  roots  and 
culture.  We  had  visitors  from  other  countries  as  well.  Such  as  Poland, 
Ecuador,  and  Germany. I am  proud  to  also  mention  our  dance  prize.  We  did  not 
charge  our  dancers,  a registration  fee.  Our  prize  money  was  totally  funded 
by  the  love  of  our  venders,  as  well  as  the  general  public's  donations.  It 
made  me  feel  good,  to  see  that  we  of  the  "Native  American  Warrior  Society, 
Blackhawk  Band"  were  able  to  manage  a traditional  Pow-Wow,  not  for  profit, 
the  way  it  should  be. 

I will  leave  off  with  saying,  that  I am  proud  to  be  a part  of  The  Warrior 
Society,  as  well  as  part  of  The  "Pow-Wow  on  the  Hudson".  We  are  already 
planning  our  next  event,  and  there  is  also  another  of  our  Pow-Wows,  on 

August  18th in  Bear  Mountain  N.Y.  As  well  as  another,  possibly  before 

the  summer  ends.  Feel  free  to  contact  me  at  the  below  E-Mail  address. 

Thank  you  brothers  and  sisters,  and  I hope  that  as  always,  Wakan  Tunka, 
watches  over  you  and  your  loved  ones,  and  may  you  always  feel  his  love. 
Mitakye  Oyasin. 

Dohiyi  Oginalii 
Daniel  Whitewolf 
oldlion@tribeca . ios . com 

"RE : Senora  Conchita  Ramos"  

Date:  Tue,  09  Dul  1996  08:42:47  -0700 

From:  Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres  <torresp(3algorithms . com> 

Subj : Senora  Conchita  Ramos 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

Larry  Daley  wrote: 

Cacique  Guanikeyu: 

Tell  more  about  these  things.  We  used  to  use  the  quimbolo  as  bait  for 
bigger  fish.  The  Ramos  family  was  mostly  Taino.  Did  you  see  my  post  on 
Duan  Ramos,  who  used  to  dive  into  the  caves  to  kill  caimans  to  eat  them, 
and  Guillermo  who  kept,  I think  it  was  seven,  women  at  the  same  time. 

Alfonso  Ramos,  who  claimed  that  somehow  he  was  related  to  us,  lived  in 
Arroyon . 

I remember  with  most  respect  Conchita  Ramos,  she  raised  nine  children  in 
El  Corojo,  by  doing  laundry  and  by  "selling  numbers".  Chita  was 
illiterate,  but  had  an  excellent  mind,  she  never  forgot  who  had  the 
winning  ticket  and  knew  how  to  sell  tickets.  She  would  take  two 
cigarettes.  Coronas  if  my  memory  serves,  bend  them  in  half,  and  remove  the 
paper  so  she  could  chew  them.  Chita  worked  so  hard,  she  would  do  her 
laundry  in  the  river,  stirring  the  boiling  clothes  in  a square  five  gallon 
can  over  three  stones  and  burning  wood  of  her  special  fire  place  under  the 
tall  trees  of  the  rivers  edge,  her  special  rubbing  rock  leaning  into  the 
clear  water.  Then  she  carried  the  clothes,  in  the  five  gallon  can  on  her 
head,  up  one  of  the  two  truck  wide  parallel  pebbled  tracks  to  the  top  of 
the  rise  above  the  cliffs  of  the  lagoon,  back  to  the  batey.  She  would 
iron  the  clothes  with  a set  of  nine  flat  irons,  heating  them  on  a metal 
plate  on  the  "fogon"  in  the  dark  of  a room  of  the  old  house  the  light 
streaming  in  between  the  planks;  she  used  each  iron  in  turn,  changing  them 
as  they  cooled. 

Chita  would  so  very  carefully,  roast  the  coffee  in  a large  iron  pot,  over 
a slow  fire,  stirring  the  beans  until  they  were  exactly  right,  she  did  this 
on  the  carefully  raked  soil,  away  from  the  bibijagua  nests,  under  the 


deep  shade  of  the  mango  tree  of  the  batey;  and,  even  though  we  had  a 
number  of  perfectly  good  metal  coffee  grinders,  she  ground  the  coffee  in  a 
"pilon",  a log  with  a hollow  cavity,  by  crushing  it  with  a sturdy  pole. 

The  smell  of  good  coffee  roasting  filled  the  air. 

Grandmother's  varied  colored  criollo  chickens  moving  around  in  intricate 
search  patterns  on  the  look  out  for  any  alecranes  scorpions  and  the 
enormous  ara~na  peludas  tarantula  spiders  stupid  enough  to  come  out  in  the 
day,  were  all  were  around  Chita  as  she  worked.  Once  a mouse  ran  out  and  a 
chicken  got  it  as  did  those  large  killer  hunting  birds  of  South  America 
extinct  two  million  years  ago.  The  rooster  fussed  around  courting  and 
attended  the  hens,  and  the  muscovy  type  ducks  would  fly  in  from  the  lagoon 

at  feeding  time.  Here  Chita  would  take  the  time  to  teach  the  parrots  to 

sing  "canta  periquito  canta'  so  they  sang  as  she  fed  them  on  their  perch 
under  the  mango  tree. 

Some  of  the  workers  made  fun  of  Chita  because  one  day  when  the  river  was 

high,  she  took  off  all  her  clothes  and  carried  them  and  her  load,  on  her 

head  so  they  would  not  get  wet  when  she  crossed  the  river,  i remember 
then  thinking  that  this  was  cruel,  because  she  was  very  worn  from  the 
demands  of  her  large  family.  Now  I know  that  the  tabus  on  nudity  came 
with  the  Spanish,  and  Chitas  people  were  in  Cuba  much  longer  than  that. 
Primitivo  Tamayo,  one  of  her  sons,  and  i suffered  the  starvation  rations, 
machine  gun  and  rocket  fire  of  the  planes,  crouching  in  the  trenches  under 
the  tall  trees  of  that  strange  wet,  fog  plagued,  cold  plateau  of  Minas  del 
Frio.  I often  wonder,  since  he  was  bright,  dark  like  his  father,  and 
wanted  to  be  an  officer,  if  Primitive  died  in  Africa. 

Larry  Daley,  copyright  1996,  permission  to  copy  granted  for  non-commercial 
purposes 


On  Mon,  8 Dul  1996,  Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres  wrote: 

Tau  Guaitiao,  Hello  Friend, 

Larry  Daley  wrote: 

Cacique  Guanikeyu: 

I feel  what  you  say  is  true.  Have  you  ever  seen  guajiros  fishing  in  the 
rivers  with  a machete  and  a peeled  debarked  pole.  I think  that  the 
machete  replaces  a spear  in  a traditional  fishing  technique.  The  fish 
will  not  pass  beneath  the  very  light  colored  pole.  So  that  three  or  four 
men  with  these  poles  can  drive  the  fish  into  the  shallows  where  they  can  be 
killed. 

Yes  some  what,  but  we  still  fish  in  the  rivers  with  nets.  Some  time  we  go 
in  the  rivers  and  stick  our  fingers  in  between  the  rocks  under  the  water 
and  feel  for  the  soft  shelled  Crayfish,  called  Guabara's. 

Are  you  familiar  with  the  word  "miso"  a name  of  a water  snake  that  hides  in 
the  rivers  under  rocks?  Is  the  word  "quimbolo"  a small  eel  like 
vertebrate,  with  a breathing  hole  under  its  neck,  that  also  lives  in 
shallow  rivers,  but  under  river  plants  in  the  water  close  to  the  banks  of 
the  rivers,  a Taino  name? 

No,  maybe  its  has  another  name  in  the  Taino  language.  Sounds  like  the 
Guachopa  to  me,  they  are  good  eating,  taste  like  chicken. 

Are  you  familiar  with  a bird  trap  that  is  made  of  twigs  in  a squared 
pyramid,  it  is  propped  up  by  a carefully  cut  twig,  at  about  a 45  degree, 
so  that  birds  can  go  under  to  eat  the  cracked  corn  placed  under  it.  The 
trap  is  triggered  using  a string  tied  from  the  back  of  the  pyramid  to  the 
twig  and  then  back  to  the  other  side  of  the  pyramid,  when  a bird  touches 
the  string. 

Yes,  but  birds  are  better  taken  with  a Baira  or  Bow  and  arrow  with  cotton 
ball  on  the  end  of  the  arrow. 

Are  you  familiar  with  the  name  Guama,  both  the  name  of  a cacique  who 
fought  the  Spanish,  and  the  name  of  the  River  from  which  the  land  where  we 
lived  takes  its  name. 

The  Guama  is  a very  sacred  tree.  We  use  the  seeds  to  play  a game  called 


Gayito.  You  make  a small  hole  in  the  seed  and  tie  a string  on  to  it,  the 
other  kids  make  a circle  and  each  try  to  break  the  other  bot  Guama  seed 
by  striking  his  seed  against  yours  until  one  breaks.  The  one  that  breaks 
loses  the  game. 

Best  wishes 

larry  daley 

On  Mon,  8 Dul  1996,  Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres  wrote: 

Tau,  Hello, 

I would  like  to  inform  you  that  many  of  the  words  that 
you  assume  of  Spanish  European  roots  are  not,  but  are  of  Taino  roots 
the  Caribbean.  The  Dam  Spanish  did  a hell  of  a job  brainwashing  the 
Native  American  people  of  the  Caribbean.  If  you  speak  Spanish  then 
that  makes  you  Hispanic.  We  Taino' s know  better  than  that!  We  speak 
Spanish,  yet  we  are  only  Spanish  speaking  Native  Americans.  Don't 
tell  a Mestizo  Taino  indian  that,  or  he  will  get  mad  at  you.  If  you 
are  Spanish  and  white  your  right!  They  feel  ashamed  of  being  Indio 
or  Taino  Indian.  "No  am  not  Indian,  the  Tainos  are  extinct,  I just 
just  look  like  a Taino"  Anyway  the  point  I want  to  make  is  that  they 
speak  with  a very  large  Taino  Native  American  Vocabulary,  but  most 
do  not  realize  the  fact  that  they  are  Taino  Indian. 

Respectfully  yours 
Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu 


The  Taino  Inter-Tribal  Council,  http://www.hartford-hwp.com/taino/ 
Taino  Nation  Forum,  http://www.hartford-hwp.com/taino/docs/list.html 
THE  ND  COUNCIL  OFFICE  Tel:  609-825-7776  FAX  & TAINO  BBS:  609-825-7922 
We  Are  Still  Here!  Taino  Indigenous  Nation  of  the  Caribbean  & Florida 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Tue,  16  lul  1996  11:48:02  -0400 

From:  "Glen  WELKER  (by  way  of  Duan  Marinez  <marinez@msue.msu.edu>)" 
<gwelker@mail . lmi . org> 

Sub j : Native  America  Calling  - Radio  Show  (fwd)  fyi  - Glenn 
Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

"Native  America  Calling" 


Radio  Show  AIROS  Feed  Schedule  - Listeners  can  stay  abreast  of  new  program 
developments  and  new  stations  coming  on  line  by  calling  the  NATIVE  AMERICA 
CALLING  Hotlline  at  (907)  566-2244. 

Native  American  Public  Radio  Stations,  P.O.  Box  83111,  Lincoln,  NE  68501 


1-800-571-6885,  or  FAX  402  472  8675. 

Here  are  some  stations  carrying  the  show: 

CKON  97.3  fm  Rooseveltown,  NY  KNNB  88.1  fm  Whiteriver,  AZ 


W03B  88.9  fm  Hayward,  WI 
KTDB  89.7  fm  Pinehill,  NM 
KILI  90.1  fm  Porcupine,  SD 
KEYA  88 . 5fm  Belcourt,  ND 
KMHA  91.3  fm  New  Town,  ND 
KSUT  91.3  fm  Ignacio,  CO 
KGHR  91.5  fm  Tuba  City,  AZ 
KYUK  640  AM  Bethel,  AK 
KCUK  88.1  fm  Chevak,  AK 
KDLG  670  AM  Dillingham,  AK 
KNSA  930AM  Unalakleet,  AK 
WASG-WYDH  550  AM  Atmore,  AL 
KTNN  660  AM  Window  Rock,  AZ 


KSHI  90.9  FM  Zuni,  NM 

KSWS  89.3  Sisseton,  SD 

KWSO  91.9  fm  Warm  Springs,  OR 

KCIE  90.5  fm  Dulce,  NM 

KABR  1500  AM  Magdalena,  NM 

KIDE  91.3  fm  Hoopa,  CA 

KSKO  870  AM  McGrath,  AK 

KZPA  AM  (repeats  KBRW)  Ft.  Yukon,  AK 

KOTZ  720  AM  Kotzebue,  AK 

KBRW  680  AM  Barrow,  AK 

KUHB  99.9  FM  St.  Paul,  AK 

KTWI-KTWS  96.5  FM  Bend,  OR 

WYRU  1160  AM  Red  Springs,  NC 


RE:  Poem:  Mohawk 


Date:  14  Dun  1996  09:11:31  -0700 

From:  "Cindi  Page"  <Cindi . Page@quickmail . llnl . gov> 

Sub  j : Mohawk 


UUCP  email 
MOHAWK 

FAMILY  SECRET 

IN  MY  DREAMS  I WANDERED 
THROUGH  THE  OPEN  AIR 
BEADING  SMALL  MEDALLIONS 
TO  WEAR  UPON  MY  HAIR 

FEELING  THOUGH  THAT  I WAS  LOST 
STARTING  AT  MY  BIRTH 
KNOWING  THE  DRUM  INSIDE  ME 
THE  HEART  BEAT  OF  THE  EARTH 

ASKING  ALL  MY  ELDERS 

ONE  BY  ONE  THEY  LIED 

NEVER  UNDERSTANDING 

MY  HEART  WAS  FILLED  WITH  PRIDE 

THEN  INSIDE  A FAMILY  TREE 

THE  SECRET  THAT  WAS  KEPT 

THAT  WE  WERE  BORN  OF  MOHAWK  BLOOD 

AND  THE  CHILD  INSIDE  ME  WEPT 

NOW  THERE  IS  NO  EMPTINESS 
FOR  I AM  NOT  ALONE 
I FOUND  A SPECIAL  KIND  OF  PEACE 
I FEEL  THAT  I'VE  COME  HOME 

CINDI  PAGE  8/16/94  "MOHAWK" 


"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  - 

Date:  96/07/09  23:30 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  21-27 

IULAI 

(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

21 

With  each  lesson  learned,  stand  a little  taller. 

22 

No  victory  is  beyond  our  grasp. 

23 

Rise  with  the  dawn  if  you  would  take  full  measure  of  the  new  day 

24 

The  mountains  watch  over  this  land,  silent  sentinels  of  the  Gods 

25 

Here  is  the  place  where  magic  dwells. 

26 

Let  the  children  lead  you  to  wonder. 

27 


Laughter  is  a gift  of  life. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE ; Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Duly  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Subj : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Wed,  10  Dul  1996  23:51:55  -0700 
From:  "P.  Creasy"  <pcreasy@u .Washington . edu> 

Subj:  11th  Annual  Seafair  Indian  Days  Pow  Wow  (fwd) 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 

If  you  are  in  or  traveling  to  Seattle  soon,  you  may  want  to  know  about  the 
annual  powwow  at  DayBreak  Star.  Since  I have  the  flyer  at  hand,  here's 
what  their  NEWS  RELEASE  says  (any  typos  are  mine): 

United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation  will  hold  its  11th  Annual  Indian 
Days  Pow  Wow  Duly  26-28,  1996,  at  Discovery  Park  in  Magnolia.  The  PowWow 
begins  at  7 pm,  Friday,  Duly  26  with  the  Grand  Entry,  an  opening 
celebration  including  a parade  of  dancers  into  the  arena,  and  continues 
throughout  the  weekend. 

The  public  is  encouraged  to  attend  the  PowWow,  a social  gathering  that 
draws  various  tribes  from  throughout  the  Northwestern  states  for  a display 
of  traditional  singing,  drumming  and  competitive  dancing.  Admission  is 
$4.  Last  year,  an  estimated  15,000  people  attended  the  PowWow  watching 
more  than  40  performances.  Each  year  the  number  of  participants  and 
spectators  increases. 

In  addition  to  the  dancers,  more  than  60  vendors  will  be  on  hand  selling 
a wide  array  of  authentic  Native  American  arts  and  crafts.  Handmade 
jewelry,  carvings  and  beadwork  will  be  in  abundance  as  well  as  T-shirts, 
costumes,  artwork,  tapes  and  much  more. 

Six  to  eight  concession  stands  will  be  set  up  on  the  grounds.  Menus  range 
from  Indian  tacos  and  fried  bread  to  hamburgers  and  hot  dogs.  Salmon  bake 
lunches  will  be  available  for  $8  starting  at  noon  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
and  continuing  until  the  salmon  runs  out.  The  lunch  includes  salad, 
fruit,  cornbread  and  a beverage. 

The  PowWow,  which  takes  place  at  Daybreak  Star  Indian  Cultural  Center 
located  in  Discovery  Park,  is  sponsored  by  Washington  Mutual,  the  No.l 
home  lender  in  Washington  state. 

To  get  to  Discovery  Park  from  15th  Ave.  W.,  take  the  Emerson  Street/ 
Fisherman's  Terminal  exit,  then  take  a right  at  Gilman  Ave.  Follow 
Daybreak  Star  signs  from  there.  Daybreak  Star  Indian  Cultural  Center  is 
wheelchair  accessible.  No  dogs  are  allowed  at  the  Cultural  Center,  except 
those  allowed  in  accordance  with  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act. 

Drums  are  not  listed,  but  MC  is  Harold  Belmont,  Arena  Director  is  Mac 
Silverhorn.  For  more  information,  call  206-285-4425 


Date:  Wed,  10  Dul  1996  19:39:50  -0700 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <cmilda@goodnet . com> 

Subj:  NATIONAL  INDIAN  HEALTH  BOARD  - 14TH  ANNUAL  CONSUMER  CONFERENCE 
Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

PRESS  RELEASE 

NATIONAL  INDIAN  HEALTH  BOARD 
14TH  ANNUAL  CONSUMER  CONFERENCE 
TUCSON,  ARIZONA  (HOLIDAY  INN) 

SEPTEMBER  16-20,  1996 

DENVER,  COLORADO.  "Healing  from  Violence:  Leading  our 


Communities  to  Health  and  Harmony"  is  the  theme  of  the  National 
Indian  Health  Board's  14th  Annual  Consumer  Conference,  scheduled  for 
September  16-20,  1996  in  Tucson,  Arizona. 

The  conference  theme  encompasses  a range  of  issues  including 
prevention  of  injuries  and  other  health  problems  caused  by  alcohol 
and  drug  abuse,  domestic  violence,  sexual  abuse  of  children,  gangs 
and  youth  violence.  Another  aspect  of  the  theme  is  the  aftermath  of 
violence:  caring  for  those  disabled  by  violence,  serving  the 
incarcerated  Native  American  population  and  dealing  with  grief. 

In  addition  to  speakers  and  workshops  on  the  theme  of  healing 
from  violence,  the  NIHB's  14th  Annual  Consumer  Conference  is 
expected  to  provide  up-to-date  information  on  political 
developments,  legislation  and  funding  which  affects  Indian  health 
programs.  Continuing  education  about  Medicaid  and  managed  care  will 
be  part  of  the  program. 

Most  conference  events  will  be  held  at  the  Tucson's  Visitors 
and  Convention  Center,  with  the  nearby  Holiday  Inn  serving  as  the 
headquarter ' s hotel.  Social  activities  such  as  the  Pow-wow, 
traditional  feast  and  chicken  scratch  dance  are  being  planned  by  a 
local  organizing  committee,  chaired  by  Muriel  Segundo,  a member  of 
the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  and  NIHB's  Tucson  Area  Representative. 

For  additional  information,  please  contact  Muriel  Segundo, 
Department  of  Human  Services,  P.0.  Box  815,  Sells,  Arizona,  (520) 
383-6000  or  Maria  Flores-Cruz,  (520)  883-5020  or  through  e-mail, 
gboyne@u . arizona . edu . 


From  "Positive  Notes",  a powwow  paper  circulated  by  General  Grant, 
of  Qualla  (partial  listing).  Subscription  1 year,  $22,  to  Positive 
Notes,  P.0.  Box  457,  Cherokee,  NC  28719.  Outside  the  U.S.,  send 
$25. 


Duly  19-20,  Cherokee  of  Hoke  County  and  Maxton,  Rockfish,  NC 
910-75-0222 

Duly  19-21,  Return  to  Beaver  Creek  Powwow,  Belviderre,  ND 

Duly  20-21,  Mass  Center  of  Native  American  Awareness,  Marshfield,  MA 
617-884-4227 

Duly  20-21,  Native  American  Medical  Student  Powwow,  Ringwood,  ND 
908-525-0066 

Duly  20-21,  Mohawk  Trail  Powwow,  Charlemohnt,  MA 
413-339-4096 

Duly  20-21,  Native  American  Craft  Fair  and  Summer  Festival, 
Sanbornton,  NH 
603  783-9922 

Duly  20-21,  Dighton  Inter-Tribal  Indian  Council  Annual  Powwow, 

Somerset,  MA 

508-669-5008 


From  Dale  Mitchell  via  U.S.  Mail:  (partial  listing) 

Duly  19-Aug  4,  Spirit  Moon,  Atlanta,  GA  (coinciding  with  the 
Olympics).  Chipa  Wolf  (770)  735-6275 

Duly  25-27,  Columbus  GA,  205-524-2218 

Duly  26-28,  Mid  America  All-Indian  Center  Intertribal  Powwow, 
Wichita,  KS  316-262-5221 


Duly  26-Aug.  3,  Utah's  Festival  of  the  American  West,  Logan,  UT 
800-225- FEST 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

R.  Beaulieu,  Art  Nave  and  Dason  R.  Terrell  via  Marvin  and  Linda  Summerfield, 
Cindi  Page,  Dohnie  Levertte  via  Ishgooda,  Debra  Sanders,  Daniel  Whitewolf, 
Danet  Smith,  Doe  Campagna,  Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres,  Dohn  Eagle  Smith, 
Duan  Marinez  via  Glenn  Welker,  lames  Cummings  , Larry  Daley,  Larry  Innes, 
limmy  D.  Oyler  via  lanet  Smith,  Patricia  M.  lordan(Alert) , Anita  Lecroix, 
Mark  Westlund(Press  Release),  Gary  S.  Trujillo,  Randy  Redhawk 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  (not  included)  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

— "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  18  luly  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  lanet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Date:  Sat,  13  lul  1996  06:38:45  -0600 
From:  nsen@web.apc.org 

Sub j : New  Brunswick:  Christmas  Mountains  Action  Alert 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

A SPIRITUAL  GATHERING  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE  CHRISTMAS  MOUNTAINS 
luly  17th  to  20th, 
central  New  Brunswick 

(off  of  Hwy  108  on  Little  Southwest  Road  or  Sears  Road.) 

Christmas  Mountain  is  an  old  growth  area  that  has  cultural  and 
Spiritual  significance  for  First  Nations.  As  you  may  already  know, 
the  Christmas  Mountains  may  only  have  until  the  end  of  this  summer 
to  live.  Repap  is  clear-cutting  as  fast  as  they  possibly  can.  We 
want  to  stop  the  destruction  of  our  last  virgin  forest  before  it's 
too  late. 

-Sweat  Lodge  Ceremony 
-Talking  Circles 
-Feast  Ceremony 

All  welcome.  Native  and  non-Native  alike. 

All  contributions  welcome. 

Bring  food,  drinks  and  camping  equipment.  No  drugs  or  alcohol. 

Will  run  at  first  from  Duly  17th  to  the  20th,  1996,  but  will 
continue  on  after  that  if  interest  is  present. 

Contacts : 

-before  Duly  17th:  Peggy  Frith  506-536-0834  pdfrth@mailserv. mta . ca 
or  Mary  Knockwood  and  Frank  Augustine  506-776-8382 
After  Duly  17th: 

Mary  Ann  Coleman  at  506-433-6101  nben@web.net  or  Ishbel  Munro  at  the 
Nova  Scotia  Environmental  Network  902-922-3314  nsen@web.net 

The  Christmas  Mountains  (named  in  the  1960s  after  Santa  and  his 
reindeer)  are  one  of  the  only  forests  on  the  eastern  seaboard  that 
has  never  been  touched  by  loggers.  It  is  the  only  small  piece  of 
original  virgin  forest  left  in  New  Brunswick.  If  not  stopped,  it 
will  all  be  fragmented  by  clear-cuts  by  the  end  of  this  summer  and 
we  will  never  know  what  we've  lost,  ecologically,  medicinally  or 
spiritually. 


It  is  said  that  the  Christmas  Mountains  are  a traditional  travelers 
and  hunting  route  for  MicMac  and  Maliseet  people.  It  is  very 
important  to  come  out  and  show  your  support  for  the  preservation  of 
the  forest  so  that  we  do  not  lose  this  piece  of  our  history 
forever. 

TURN  YOUR  SUPPORT  INTO  ACTION.  COME  SEE  THE  CHRISTMAS  MOUNTAINS, 

IT  MAY  BE  YOUR  LAST  CHANCE. 

Directions  to  the  Christmas  Mountains: 

Now,  this  is  not  simple,  but  it  sure  is  worth  it.  Get  yourself  a 
road  map  for  the  first  part,  but  once  you  hit  the  dirt  roads, 
you're  on  your  own.  There's  the  occasional  sign,  but  don't  count  on 
it.  These  roads  change  all  of  the  time  as  new  roads  are  being 
built  constantly  to  reach  deeper  into  the  woods.  The  conditions 

are  often  poor,  depending  on  the  weather  and  the  time  of  year  (a 

spare  tire  is  a good  idea  if  you  are  planning  to  go  very  far). 

Beware  the  huge  trucks  that  will  come  barrelling  down  the  narrow 

roads  at  incredible  speeds  - they  don't  care  about  you  or  your  car. 

-Use  a provincial  road  map  to  get  you  to  Hwyl08  at  Renous,  New  Brunswick 
-Fill  up  your  gas  tank  at  Carter's  Country  Store  (Petro  Canada)  as 
this  will  be  your  last  chance  to  do  so. 

-At  Renous  take  Hwyl08  towards  Plaster  Rock  for  about  26km. 

-You  will  pass  the  junction  of  Route  420  (a  major  dirt  road)  at  about  23km. 
- go  a little  further  (about  3km.) 

-Take  the  major  dirt  logging  road  off  on  right  of  108,  this  road  is 
known  as  the  Little  Southwest  Road  (Acadia  or  Sears  Road  are  some 
of  the  other  names). 

-Follow  the  Little  Southwest  Road  for  approximately  69.6km. 

-You  will  pass  Catamaran  Brook  around  8.1km  and  North  Pole  Road  (on 
right)  that  leads  to  Sinclair  and  Schaffer  Lakes  around  38.1km. 

Keep  going  on  the  Little  Southwest  past  the  Tuadook  River  (bridge 
around  46.8km)  and  the  West  Branch  Little  Southwest  Miramichi  River 
(bridge  around  55km).  You'll  pass  Sears  Lake  around  66.8km.  The 
lake  is  to  the  right  of  road  that  passes  by  its  very  end.  Now  you 
are  in  the  Logan  Lake  Study  Area. 

-The  road  to  the  right  (approximately  3km  past  Sears  Lake) 

approximately  69.6km  from  the  beginning  of  the  Little  Southwest 
Road  is  the  Birch  Road  (or  Birch  Lake  Road).  It  cuts  a diagonal 
line  across  the  Christmas  Mountains. 

This  is  where  we  will  be.  You  won't  be  able  to  miss  us. 

-There  are  about  8 logging  roads  (as  of  Dune  1996)  going  off  to  the 
left  (north)  of  the  Birch  Road,  these  all  enter  the  12,000  acre 
core  area.  When  you  reach  the  Kagook  Road,  you  are  at  the 
north-eastern  corner  of  N.B.'s  last  virgin  forest. 

Anticipate  getting  lost,  watch  for  landmarks  and  do  not  be  afraid 
to  stop  and  ask  someone  for  directions  at  a work  site  (I  have  never 
met  an  unfriendly  soul  in  the  Christmas  Mountains). 

Make  a day  out  of  your  adventure  into  the  mountains,  start  early, 
pack  a lunch,  plenty  to  drink  and  a roll  of  toilet  paper. 

Remember  not  to  dwell  in  the  gory  clear-cuts  (there  are  lots  of 
them,  and  they  are  depressing  and  ugly).  Stop  at  the  Vandine  Brook 
and  take  a walk  in  the  real  thing,  the  last  bit  of  N.B.'s  unspoiled 
wilderness.  It  may  be  your  last  chance! 


Date:  Thu,  11  Dul  1996  09:59:03  -0700 
From:  dreamwvr@primenet.com  (Bonnie  Hayford) 

Sub j : Ihunktuwan  Dacotah  sundance 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

This  message  comes  from  Izzy  Zephier,  Yankton  Dakotah,  who  is  Sundance  Chief 
at  Pipestone,  Minnesota.  Please  share  this  information,  for  all  are  welcome, 
hunktuwan  dacotah  sundance* 
pipestone,  minnesota 
august  20  - 28,  1996 


honoring  of  all  chiefs  and  holy  men 

for  they  bring  a message  of  prayer  for  world  unity 

the  creator  is  looking  at  the  hearts  of  all  mankind 

niyado 

it  is  now  time  to  come  to  pray  together 

all  are  welcome 

ihunktuwan  dacotah  sundance 

pipestone,  minnesota 

august  20  - 28,  1996 

for  information,  please  call  izzy  zephier:  605-997-3728 

all  donations  are  needed  for  the  traditional  feeding  of  the  people 

and  for  sanitational  camping  facilities 

pidamaya 

Izzy  Zephier 

401  3rd  Avenue  West 

Flandreau,  SD  57028 

phone/fax:  605-997-3728 

You  may  also  reach  Izzy  through  me,  Bonnie 
dreamwvr@primenet . com 
fax:  520-432-2426 

.*.*.*.*. DREAM  WEAVER  BEADS.*.*.*. 

Bonnie  Hayford 
~mitakuye  oyasin~ 

E-mail : dreamwvr@primenet . com 
http : /www . primenet . com/~dreamwvr/ 


Date:  Mon,  15  Dul  1996  14:15:09  -0400 
From:  wasicuwin@aol.com 

Sub j : Oneida  Benefit  Concert  8/25  Oneida,  NY 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

In  Dune  I advised  the  list  of  a case  in  which  the  traditional  Oneida  were 
opposing  continued  New  York  State  and  Federal  recognition  of  Chairman  Ray 
Flalbritter ' s governing  of  the  Oneida  nation  after  he  had  been  removed  from 
his  position  by  Wolf  clanmother  Maisie  Shenendoah  according  to  Haudosaunee 
law.  [See  Native-L  archives:  Oneida  Flearing  in  Federal  Court] 

There  will  be  a benefit  concert  on  August  25th  at  the  Oneida  War  Memorial  at 
Oneida,  New  York  from  1-6  pm.  It  is  called  the  C.A.R.E.  Concert:  Concert  for 
Aboriginal  Rights  and  Environment 

Featured  will  be  songstress,  Doanne  Shenendoah  and  her  sister  Diane 
Shenendoah,  famous  folkmusic  artist,  Pete  Seeger  and  the  remarkable  flutist, 
David  Amram.  Other  performers  and  composers  will  join  them  such  as  Day  Unger 
and  Mollie  Mason.  Bring  lawn  chairs  and  picnic  lunches  and  enjoy.  Alcohol 
and  drugs  are  prohibited. 

Tickets  will  be  going  on  sale  through  Ticketmaster  on  Duly  17th.  Tickets  are 
$15  and  the  Ticketmaster  surcharges  will  be  added  on. 

The  proceeds  will  help  to  meet  the  legal  expenses  of  these  Oneida  who  are 
opposing  the  unilateral  decision  making  of  Ray  Halbritter  and  the  risk  he 
poses  to  the  Oneida  land  claims. 

You  may  contact  me  for  further  information. 

Sken:nen  kenhak, 

Sandy 


Date:  Mon,  8 Dul  1996  16:33:22  -0600 
From:  chato@unm.edu  (Bernadette  Chato) 

Sub j : Floating  Powwow 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Eli,  Natchatters, 

Flave  you  heard  of  the  "1st  Annual  Native  American  Pow-wow  Cruise?"  It's  a 
three  day  cruise  to  Baja,  Mexico  on  a Royal  Caribbean  ship,  leaving  Los 
Angeles  on  Oct.  4.  It's  sponsored  by  American  Dream  Cruises.  You  get  to 
meet  Indian  "celebrities!" 


What  do  you  think  of  this?  Are  we  being  exploited  again?  Would  you  book  a 
room  on  this  cruise? 

If  you  want  you  can  comment  to  me  directly.  Keep  in  mind  if  you  respond 
personally  to  me,  you're  giving  us  the  right  to  use  your  words  over  the  air 
on  our  talk  radio  show!  But  of  course,  since  we're  radio,  we'd  rather 
have  you  saying  your  own  words!  So  if  you'd  like  to  give  your  comments  live 
as  a call-in,  our  toll-free  number  while  we're  on  the  air  is  1-800-99-NATIVE 
...1-800-996-2848.  The  show  is  tentatively  scheduled  for  Tuesday,  Duly  16 
from  11:00-11:59  A.M.  Mountain  Daylight  Time.  If  the  program  date 
changes.  I'll  post  it. 


Snail  Mail:  PO  Box  40164 
Albuquerque,  NM  87196 
505-277-5354/FAX  505-277-4286 
E-mail:  chato@unm.edu 

RE:  Sundance  Grounds  Threatened"  


Bernadette  Chato,  Features  Producer 
NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 
The  Nation's  1st  Electronic  Talking  Circle 
Fleard  on  public  radio  stations! 


Date:  Fri,  12  Dul  1996  13:05:19  -0600 
From:  nsen@web.apc.org 

Sub j : sundance  grounds  threatened  by  logging  in  Oregon 


Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


Support  letters  needed. 


To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

We  are  writing  to  your  organization  asking  for  written  support  in  regard 
to  Freedom  of  Religion  for  Native  Americans.  Please  take  a few  moments  to 
read  this  letter  concerning  our  cause.  We  feel  it  is  essential  to  reach  as 
many  sensitive  people  as  possible,  in  order  to  provide  proof  of  public 
support  for  this  issue. 

Fourteen  years  ago,  ANPO  Inc.  ( Anpo  meaning  daybreak  or  a new  day,  in 
Lakota)  was  issued  a special  use  permit  for  a Spiritual  and  Cultural 
encampment  of  approximately  20  acres  by  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  on  ceded 
Tribal  land,  in  the  Mt.  Hood  National  Forest  in  North  Central  Oregon.  The 
area  was  chosen  by  a Lakota  Spiritual  leader  and  acknowledged  by  the 
Traditional  Elders  of  the  area  as  a sacred  site. 

The  encampment  was  founded  to  provide  Native  people,  from  Oregon, 

Washington  and  Idaho,  with  a deeper  understanding  and  relationship  to  their 
cultural  and  spiritual  values,  and  a chance  for  many  urban  Indians  to 
participate  in  cultural  and  spiritual  practices,  never  before  experienced. 
This  camp  has  helped  many  people  who  struggle  with  personal  pain  and 
hardships.  Each  year  over  500  people,  many  traveling  great  distances,  come 
to  pray  and  participate  in  ceremonies  and  gatherings  at  this  sacred  site. 

Our  youth  are  especially  vulnerable  to  negative  influences  and  pressures. 
Within  the  camp,  they  find  solidarity,  guidance  and  strength,  which  gives 
many  of  them  the  ability  to  resist  alcohol  and  drugs. 

In  1982  permission  and  guidance  was  given  by  Frank  Fools  Crow  to  Devere 
Eastman  to  bring  the  sacred  Sun  Dance  Ceremony  to  Mt.  Hood.  Permission  and 
prayers  were  also  given  by  the  traditional  Elders  of  this  area.  Many  other 
sacred  ceremonies  and  teachings  are  also  practiced  during  the  year.  Our 
camp  is  considered  our  church.  The  ground  is  seen  as  sacred,  and  the  trees 
are  considered  our  spirit  relatives.  Many  prayers  have  been  said,  and 
placed  in  the  trees  and  in  the  earth  at  this  special  site. 

We  now  find  our  camp  threatened  by  logging,  archaeological  digs,  and  roads. 
Over  the  last  few  years,  the  relationship  we  have  had  with  the  Forest 
Service  has  deteriorated.  We  also  find  ourselves  increasingly  frustrated, 
dealing  with  more  restrictions  and  required  paper  work  than  ever  before! 

What  once  was  a friendly  interaction,  has  turned  into  a conflict  due  to  the 
fact  the  Forest  Service  plans  to  selectively  log  our  camp.  The  road  they 
propose  to  use  in  removing  the  trees  within,  and  beyond,  the  camp  area  will 
take  logging  trucks  within  30  feet  of  our  Sacred  Sun  Dance  Arbor.  We  have 
asked  them  to  find  an  alternate  route  for  these  trucks,  since  it  is 
unacceptable  to  drive  them  through  our  ceremonial  grounds.  As  of  this  date 


we  have  not  been  notified  of  an  alternate  road  for  these  trucks.  Last 
summer  several  holes  were  dug  throughout  the  camp  in  relation  to  an 
archaeological  study  needing  to  be  done,  so  we  were  told.  Our  board  of 
directors  was  sent  a letter  from  the  Forest  Service  that  we  would  be 
notified  and  could  be  present  at  the  time  of  the  dig,  yet  we  were  never 
contacted  with  this  information  and  the  digs  happened  without  our  approval 
or  supervision.  The  holes  measured  1 meter  x 1 meter  x 1 meter.  One  was 
dug  at  the  most  sensitive  and  sacred  area  within  the  camp!  All  were  left 
open,  showing  even  further  disrespect  and  creating  a potential  hazard.  We 
filed  for  disclosure  of  information  regarding  the  digs,  but  were  denied  any 
information  on  what  was  or  was  not  found. 

The  trees  marked  for  cutting  are  small  trees,  and  will  go  to  make  paper 
products.  We  have  tried  many  times  to  explain  to  the  Forest  Service  how 
sacred  the  camp  is  to  us,  and  asked  them  to  look  at  trading  one  area  for 
another,  since  it  is  such  a small  piece  of  land.  They  tell  us  this  is  not 
likely  to  happen,  but  it  is  also  not  impossible.  The  timber  company  doesn't 
care  what  trees  it  cuts.  They  have  told  us  they  are  sensitive  to  our  needs, 
but  it  is  up  to  the  Forest  Service  to  propose  the  trade.  The  District 
Ranger  of  the  Forest  Service  wrote  us  stating  "this  permitted  area  is  not  a 
"spiritual  site"  and  cannot  be  treated  as  such". 

The  camp  sits  more  than  half  a mile  from  the  main  road.  There  are  so  many 
trees  that  have  been  cut  from  a previous  timber  sale  coming  into  the  camp 
area,  that  traffic  from  the  road  is  now  heard.  Fluge  slash  piles,  with  a 
great  deal  of  usable  wood  are  slated  to  be  burned  soon.  We  are  told  we 
cannot  have  this  wood,  which  we  could  find  many  uses  for. 

We  stand  on  our  right  to  Freedom  of  Religion  and  preservation  of  our  sacred 
site.  Some  things  in  life  are  non-negotiable,  and  we  believe  with  all  our 
hearts  that  we  cannot  compromise  the  integrity  of  our  Ceremonial  Grounds, 
without  compromising  our  spiritual  selves.  This  is  OUR  church!  It  is  not 
okay  to  dig  it  up,  cut  down  the  trees  or  bring  logging  trucks  through  our 
ceremonial  areas.  It  is  very  hard  to  be  told  we  must  arrange  for  special 
permits  and  then  pay  the  going  price  for  things  we  gather  on  ceded  Indian 
land,  in  order  to  hold  our  ceremonies. 

Because  our  organization  is  made  up  of  many  different  tribal  affiliations, 
and  not  just  one  tribe,  the  Forest  Service  refuses  to  recognize  us  as  a 
community  of  Native  people  who  have  the  right  to  claim  our  encampment  as  a 
sacred  and  spiritual  site.  Why  does  the  Forest  Service  have  the  right  to 
tell  us  our  area  is  not  a spiritual  site?  The  Creator,  our  Elders,  our 
hearts,  and  our  prayers  tell  us  it  is.  ANPO  is  supported  by  private 
donations  and  small  grants,  we  do  not  have  money  to  spend  fighting  this 
battle  in  court.  We  ask  that  your  organization  support  us  in  writing  which 
will  help  build  a stronger  case  in  regard  to  our  rights.  Please  write  in 
support  of  our  camp  remaining  intact  and  free  from  the  desecration  and 
destruction  it  is  facing.  Your  letter  of  support  as  soon  as  possible  is  of 
utmost  importance,  since  the  Forest  Service  is  looking  at  mid  August  or 
September  of  this  year  to  begin  logging.  Please  send  your  responses  to  the 
address  listed  below. 

Thank  you  for  your  concern. 


Patricia  M.  Iordan 
ANPO  legal  committee 
1603  9th  Ave.  #3 
Lewiston,  ID  83501 

"RE : innu  Leader  Imprisoned"  

Date:  Mon,  15  3ul  1996  19:18:56  -0400 
From:  es051322@orion.yorku.ca  (Larry  Innes) 

Sub j : Innu  leader  imprisoned  by  RCMP  for  runway  protest 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  15  Duly  1996 

INNU  LEADER  IMPRISONED 

(Sheshatshiu)  Daniel  Ashini  was  arrested  by  the  RCMP  late  last  night  at 


his  home  in  Sheshatshiu  and  taken  to  the  lockup  facilities  in  Happy  Valley- 
Goose  Bay.  Ashini  was  convicted  last  year  on  charges  arising  from  the 
occupation  of  Dutch  F-16's  during  a runway  protest  at  5 Wing  Goose  Bay  on 
September  8,  1993.  The  occupation  coincided  with  the  visit  of  the  Dutch 
Minister  of  Defence. 

Ashini  is  serving  time  after  refusing  to  pay  a $250  fine.  "I  chose  not  to 
pay  the  fine  because  I do  not  believe  that  I am  guilty  of  a crime.  It  is 
not  a crime  for  Innu  people  to  defend  their  land  and  way  of  life." 

The  Innu  Nation  is  continuing  a campaign  in  Canada  and  overseas  denouncing 
the  decision  of  the  government  of  Canada  and  allied  European  governments  to 
renew  the  Multinational  Memorandum  of  Understanding  ("MMOU")  to  conduct 
low-level  flying  over  Innu  land.  The  Innu  are  seeking  meaningful  protection 
of  their  rights  and  the  environment,  which  they  maintain  are  negatively 
affected  by  the  flights. 

As  of  Monday  afternoon,  Ashini  had  been  transferred  to  the  Goose  Bay 
correctional  centre  to  serve  the  remainder  of  his  10-day  sentence. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION:  Peter  Penashue 

(709)  497-8398 

backgrounders  are  available  on  the  Internet  at  http://www.web.net/~innu 

"RE : Limbaugh's  Views  of  Indians"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Jul  1996  21:14:43  -0400 
From : native_americas-mailbox@cornell . edu 

Sub j : "Rush  Limbaugh's  views  of  Indians"  (from  _Native  Americas_) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  following  is  an  article  that  appeared  in  the  Fall  1995  issue  of 
_Native  Americas_.  This  article  recently  won  the  1996  Best  Editorial  Award 
at  the  Native  American  Journalists  Association  Annual  Conference.  For 
further  information  please  reply  to  native_americas-mailbox@cornell.edu. 

In  my  car,  alone,  and  sometimes  at  home  - to  my  wife's  discomfort  - I 
listen  to  Rush  Limbaugh  or  catch  his  TV  show. 

I have  heard  enough  of  Limbaugh  over  the  years  to  get  the  gist  of  his 
message  and  of  his  style,  which  is  the  medium  of  his  message.  The  man's 
opinions  might  not  be  of  much  interest  except  that  they  are  nearly 
inescapable.  He  has  national  air  time  for  over  twenty  hours  a week  and  he 
reaches  some  five  million  people  every  day,  in  long,  continuous  monologues. 
Limbaugh,  a veritable  rotor  of  right  wing  politics  in  North  America,  is 
furthermore  an  entertainer.  He  can  make  people  laugh. 

The  problem  is  that  the  man  has  an  ugly  side-a  very  ugly  side. 

The  quote  above  must  be  considered.  It  is  vintage  Limbaugh  when  he  gets 
rolling  on  his  radio  show.  (He  writes  books,  too,  but  they  are  severely 
whitewashed;  you  have  to  listen  to  Limbaugh's  radio  voice  to  get  to  know 
him).  On  the  radio,  usually  from  a position  of  outrageous  umbrage,  he  is 
one  major  national  commentator  willing  to  prejudge  a whole  race  of  people 
and  perpetrate  a racial  slur  that  must  be  seen  as  significant,  considering 
the  breadth  of  the  source.  Why  would  a man  in  Limbaugh's  position  call 
Native  peoples  savages  in  this  day  and  age? 

Limbaugh  is  neither  stupid  nor  particularly  careless.  True,  he  is 
self-promoting  to  an  embarrassing  degree,  but  he  is  nevertheless  a master 
manipulator  of  public  discourse  with  stated  political  goals.  He  is  also  a 
commentator  who  regularly  uses  the  power  of  the  medium  and  of  his  formatted 
personae  to  persuade,  cajole  and,  at  appointed  times,  command  a large 
public  to  political  action. 

With  a message  well-suited  for  these  mean  times-his  dominant  idea  seems  to 
be  championing  unmitigated  business  development  by  dismissing  all  gestures 
of  cooperative  (as  opposed  to  confrontational)  thinking,  and  all  efforts  to 
regulate  human  activity  to  protect  the  earth  and  its  resources  - he  plays  to 
a major  national  audience,  whose  frustration  and  anger  he  mines  in  pursuit 
of  ideological  imperatives. 

Dismissed  for  years  as  mostly  buffoon  while  his  popularity  increased 
exponentially,  Limbaugh  whipped  up  the  troops  last  November  and,  ditto, 
ditto,  ditto,  won  an  election  for  the  Republicans.  Time  put  him  on  a cover 


then  and  Ted  Koppel  invited  him  to  comment  on  his  news  show  (as  if  twenty 
hours  of  national  air  time  per  week  is  not  enough  for  one  mortal) . Thus 
Limbaugh  proved  himself  a hugely  influential  and  highly  marketable 
commentator.  All  of  which  makes  it  particularly  troubling  that 
dehumanization  through  racist  stereotyping  (used  against  Indians  since 
Cotton  Mather)  is  a trademark  of  the  rotund  disc  jockey. 

Limbaugh  developed  his  national  audience  by  cleverly  employing  an  old 
shtick:  funny  umbrage  at  imagined  groups-the  media,  people  on  welfare, 
immigrants,  feminists,  and  now  Native  Americans-that  he  props  up  to  hit 
with  a wide-slapping  brush  of  ridicule,  outright  misinterpretation,  and 
wanton  disrespect.  Limbaugh' s shtick,  becoming  increasingly  evident  in 
media  and  in  politics,  is  a 1990s  kind  of  bigotry. 

Those  who  like  their  politics  mixed  in  with  ridicule  especially  enjoy  his 
antagonistic  sarcasm,  ostensibly  directed  at  "Liberals"  but  hitting, 
double-barreled,  at  many  of  the  poor  and  resourceless  groups  whom  Limbaugh 
giddily  and  nastily  defines  coast  to  coast.  A master  at  reducing  truth  to 
comic  line,  he  also  knows  how  to  repeat  a half-truth  that  serves  his 
purpose  so  regularly  that  it  becomes  a sort  of  reality  substitute. 

Apparently,  he  is  confident  enough  in  his  own  positioning  to  hurl  out 
stereotypes  at  whole  classes  and  races  of  people  without  the  slightest  fear 
of  rebuttal.  In  this  era  of  trial  by  air  time,  Limbaugh  is  a hanging  judge. 

The  comment  quoted  earlier  is  not  his  first  on  Native  peoples.  I remember 
another,  from  1992,  when  Native  delegations  met  at  the  landmark  Rio 
conference  on  environment  and  development.  "What  a ragtag  looking  bunch," 
he  laughed  on  the  air,  expounding  then  too  on  the  savage  ways  of  Indians 
and  mocking  "these  fools  out  there"  in  the  environmental  movement  who 
support  Indians  and  want  "us  to  live  like  stone-age  people." 

As  Limbaugh  is  unabashedly  political,  one  must  assume  that  his  attacks  are 
orchestrated,  his  targets  carefully  selected.  In  this  context,  the 
connection  with  Native  peoples  is  about  the  general  public  concern  over 
environmental  degradation,  which  Limbaugh  and  the  interests  he  truly 
represents  would  like  to  see  discredited  or  at  least  reduced.  If  the 
promised  new  era  of  non-regulated  exploitative  extraction  of  natural 
resources  is  to  get  underway,  concern  over  environment  and  Indians  is  a 
troublesome  factor. 

But,  hey,  the  Indians  "these  people  were  out  there  destroying  timber." 

What  Rush  is  doing  is  transparent.  It  is  part  of  the  lining  up  of  forces. 
Since  Native  peoples'  issues  often  and  naturally  coincide  with 
environmental  concerns.  Native  peoples  themselves  must  be  attacked.  As 
environmentalists  are  increasingly  recognizing,  interest  in  Native  peoples 
and  causes  offers  a convergence  point  where  ecological  issues  can  be 
creatively  conceived.  Native  peoples'  traditions  are  not  made  up  by 
counter-culturists  or  academic  theorists  - they  are  long-standing  human 
ways  that  speak  to  the  relationship  to  the  natural  world  and  can  form  the 
core  of  a realistic  discussion  among  broad  sectors  of  the  population. 

Native  Traditional  Knowledge  is  sometimes  abused  or  trivialized,  but  it  is 
now  widely  accepted  as  a base  to  on  which  to  develop  a true  environmental 
philosophy. 

A man  in  Limbaugh 's  position,  I believe,  must  find  ways  to  discredit  that 
connection.  That  is  his  job.  And  Limbaugh  is  clearly  very  diligent  about 
doing  his  job. 

We  might  do  well  to  consider  Rush  Limbaugh  and  his  way  with  words  - not  to 
banter  with  him,  but  because  he  should  not  so  wantonly  dominate  and  even 
seriously  impact  this  most  serious  of  topics.  He  should  not  be  allowed  to 
issue  bigoted  and  racialist  statements  unchallenged.  We  should  not  pretend 
such  language  and  attitudes  are  proper  for  a public  commentator  of  such 
wide  reach. 

Let's  remember  what  Rush  said. 

"The  American  Indians  were  meaner  to  themselves  than  anybody  was  ever  mean 
to  them. " 

This  is  the  basic  stereotype  on  Indians:  a warlike  nature.  Rush  is  starting 
by  harping  on  this  one.  Watch  him  run  with  it  again  and  again.  It  has  just 
enough  reality  in  it  to  make  it  useful.  For  instance,  it  is  true  that 
Indians  warred,  and  that  during  wartime  people  sometimes  acted  with 
meanness  and  brutality.  You  won't  hear  from  Limbaugh,  however,  how  the 


damage  inflicted  in  traditional  Indian  disputes  pales  in  comparison  to  the 
mass  exterminations  carried  out  against  tribes,  or  by  nation-states  against 
civilian  populations.  It  is  a cheap  stereotype.  A trick. 

"The  people  were  savages.  It's  true,  they  damn  well  were.  Scalping  people. 
This  is  a deepening  of  the  stereotype,  deceitful  and  manipulative  not  only 
for  what  it  says,  but  for  what  it  hides  and  obfuscates. 

By  focusing  on  the  "war-like"  Indian  image,  by  invoking  the  designation  of 
"savage,"  the  far  more  prevalent  philosophies  of  Native  American  societies  - 
governmental  and  spiritual  constructs  that  emphasize  values  such  as 
cooperation,  reciprocity,  and  spiritual  appreciation  - the  documented 
reality  of  Native  American  knowledge  systems  is  completely  left  out  of  the 
listeners'  perceptions.  This  reflects  the  Limbaugh  style:  over  hours  and 
hours  each  week,  only  negative  images  are  reinforced  of  anyone  Limbaugh 
perceives  to  be  an  enemy. 

You  won't  tune  in  to  find  Rush  asking  Carl  Sagan  about  ozone  layer 
depletion  or  interviewing  Native  scholars  on  the  variety  of  Native  cultural 
viewpoints.  Why  present  a balanced  view  when  ridicule  can  suffice?  Perhaps 
for  Limbaugh  a dialogue  with  "savages"  would  be  unthinkable.  "I  am  equal 
time,"  the  commentator  is  prone  to  answer,  when  questioned  on  the  lack  of 
balance  in  his  shows. 

They  taught  at  my  journalism  alma  mater  how  principles  of  public 
information  handling  were  worked  out  over  many  decades.  Major  thinkers  in 
American  life  contributed  to  the  idea  of  balanced  use  of  information 
channels  - especially  the  national  networks.  Whether  the  law  dictates  it 
or  not,  the  ethic  holds  that  balanced  journalism,  well  documented,  is  of 
central  value  to  society.  Simple,  preferably  depersonalized,  styles  were 
expected  from  information  handlers. 

In  that  context,  Limbaugh  is  to  the  national  discourse  what  professional 
wrestling  is  to  sports.  Blowing  his  point  of  view  often  and  loudly  he  takes 
center  stage  in  the  arena.  His  loud  reductionism  bombards  the  mind.  His 
trick  hold?  That  most  scurrilous  form  of  argumentation  - crafting  straw  men 
for  demolition  - which  he  has  down  to  a fine  science.  His  sarcastic, 
constantly  mocking  style  stresses  the  negative  as  primary  - the  negative,  of 
course,  of  whatever  he  is  against;  the  positive,  and  only  the  positive,  of 
what  he  is  for. 

Still,  despite  his  self-consciously  arrogant  style.  Rush  can  make  people 
laugh.  He  is  superb  at  skewering  politicians'  vanities,  for  instance.  And 
no  one  is  better  at  pulling  out  the  loose  threads  of  the  Liberal  coat, 
which  he  can  then  retie  in  clever  knots  of  common  logic,  bathed  in  acid 
humor.  He  identifies  some  of  what  is  wrong  with  the  country  after  forty 
years  of  (so-called)  Liberal  policies,  and  he  can  make  sense.  The  problem 
is  that  Limbaugh  projects  his  opinions  in  such  one-sided,  pin-the-blame 
contexts  that  the  truth  of  matters  is  inevitably  trivialized. 

Limbaugh  is  superb  at  reducing  environmentalism  to  some  "animal  rights  nut 
who  won't  kill  a rat  even  to  save  her  child  from  going  through  painful 
rabies  shots.  Listeners  can  identify  with  Rush's  outrage  as  his  unbroken 
monologue  guides  us  through.  But  then,  hey,  how  about  that  spotted  owl,  he 
says,  and  feigns  eating  a spotted  owl,  as  if  that  somehow  eliminates  the 
need  for  biodiversity  conservation.  Rush  tells  us  that  there  are  more  trees 
today  than  a century  ago.  Deforestation  is  not  a problem.  According  to  him, 
well,  ahem,  "there  is  no  damage  to  the  ozone  layer,  ha  ha."  Indians  and 
environment?  Hey,  "these  people  were  out  there  destroying  timber." 

We  used  to  know  the  difference  between  a stand-up  comic  with  a political 
bent  and  a social  commentator  who,  with  respect  and  journalistic  balance 
(the  operative  principle),  integrates  a range  of  information,  analyzes  the 
conflicting  viewpoints,  and  strives  to  provide  the  public  with  a better 
ability  to  interpret.  But  Limbaugh  blurs  the  two  roles  more  thoroughly  than 
anyone.  His  ego  expands  visibly  as  his  "talent,  on-loan  from  God," 
apparently  grants  him  infallibility. 

Limbaugh  likes  to  run  down  a long  list  of  people  and  causes  that,  in  his 
eyes,  fuel  the  Liberal  conspiracy  to  end  Free  Enterprise,  which  must  be 
saved  from  those  he  seems  to  consider  less  legitimate  peoples  with  inferior 
viewpoints.  That  Free  Enterprise  might  have  excesses  or  that  market-driven 
ideas  are  not  always  sacrosanct  does  not  enter  the  picture.  That  some 
situations  might  not  fit  within  the  Left/Right  dichotomy  seems  inconceivable 


to  Limbaugh.  With  him,  it's  full  speed  ahead,  economically,  and  damn  the 
rest.  We  can  be  sure  now  though:  Native  peoples  - long  condemned  as 
"obstacles  to  progress"  - are  on  the  list. 

It  may  be  wise  to  keep  watch  on  the  bigoted  views  of  Rush  Limbaugh.  Since 
he  serves  as  a barometer  of  the  national  climate,  familiarity  with  his 
points  of  attack  can  be  useful.  But  remember  also  this  truth:  Native 
Americans  - Limbaugh' s so-called  savages  - carried  out  a prescribed  protocol 
of  participatory  democracy  that  sat  human  beings  in  a circle.  The  object  of 
discussion  was  placed  in  the  center  of  the  circle  and  in  relation  to  it, 
everyone  in  the  circle  had  a view,  a unique  vantage  point.  The  truth  was 
said  to  emerge  from  the  common  discussion,  the  respectful  appreciation  of 
everyone  else's  point  of  view.  Highly  trained  specialists  (elders)  gathered 
the  consensus.  This  style  of  governance  spawned  confederacies  and  produced 
a palpable  freedom,  a shared  experience  that  inspired  colonial  American 
leaders,  and  that  is  more  "of  America"  than  Rush  Limbaugh,  from  his  glass- 
enclosed,  push-button,  over-blown,  self-aggrandizing  world  will  ever  be. 
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"RE:  1996  Gwich'in  Gathering" 


Date:  Sun,  14  Dul  1996  16:57:40  -0500 

Sub j : Fort  McPherson  Gwich'in  Gathering  (16-19  August) 

From:  gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us  (Gary  S.  Trujillo) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I have  just  received  the  following  announcement  via  snail-mail  (I  generally 
prefer  that  all  announcements  be  sent  via  e-mail,  because  I do  not  have  time 
to  type  things  in,  but  I sometimes  make  exceptions  in  the  case  of  important 
announcements  where  it  seems  that  the  sender  has  no  e-mail  access). 

MEDIA  ADVISORY 

For  immediate  release  - Dune  28,  1996  CONTACT:  Chief  William  Koe 

Robert  Alexie,  Dr. 

Fifth  Gwich'in  Gathering  Sharon  Snowshoe 

Planned  for  For  McPherson  - August  16-19  Phone:  403-952-2330 


All  of  the  Gwich'in  people  who  live  in  Alaska  and  Canada  will  be  represented 
at  the  fifth  Gwich'in  Gathering  to  be  held  in  Fort  McPherson  in  the  Northwest 
Territories,  August  16-19,  1996.  The  Gwich'in  will  be  discussing  issues  that 
are  of  importance  to  all  Gwich'in,  whether  they  live  in  northeastern  Alaska 
and  [sic]  northwestern  Canada. 

Since  the  first  gathering  in  1988,  the  Gwich'in  have  worked  hard  to  protect 
the  Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  Alaska,  where  the  Porcupine  caribou 
give  birth  to  their  young,  from  oil  development.  Other  issues  include  the 
health  of  the  Porcupine  caribou  herd  which  migrates  across  Alaska  and  northern 
Canada,  preservation  of  the  Gwich'in  language,  culture,  and  tradition,  sus- 
tainable development,  education  and  economic  development. 

Since  that  first  Gathering,  the  Gwich'in  have  met  every  two  years  - at 
Arctic  Village  in  1990,  in  Venetie,  Alaska  in  1992,  and  in  Old  Crow,  Yukon 
in  1994  - and  the  achievements  of  that  first  Gathering  have  continued  each 
time. 


Funds  and  donations  are  being  sought  to  help  with  the  organization  of  the 
fifth  Gwich'in  Gathering. 

Media  coverage  of  the  Gathering  is  welcomed.  Further  details,  including 
information  about  accommodation,  travel,  location  and  the  schedule  of  event 
for  the  Gathering,  is  available  from  the  Gwich'in  Tribal  Council,  P.0.  Box 
30,  Fort  McPherson,  N.W.T.,  X0E  030,  Canada.  Telephone  (403)  952-2330  or 
fax  (403)  952-2212. 

Contact  people  are  available  for  interviews. 

"RE : B.C.  Environmentalists  Sentenced"  

Date:  Tue,  9 3ul  1996  16:00:54  +0100 
From:  ranmedia@ran . org  (Mark  Westlund) 

Sub j : B.C.  environmentalists  sentenced  in  Nuxalk  lands  case 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 
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J J J FOREST  ACTION  NETWORK 
_/_/ 

_/_/  Box  87-1895  Commercial  Dr 
_/_/  Vancouver,  BC  V5N  4A6 
_/_/ 

/_/_/  tel:  +1  604  739  4782 

J J fax:  +1  604  736  7115 

_/  email:  fan@alternatives.com 


NEWS  RELEASE 
Monday,  Duly  8,  1996 

TWO  MORE  ENVIRONMENTALISTS  3AILED  FOR  DEFYING  COURT  ORDER 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.  - This  afternoon  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  British  Columbia 
Justice  Kenneth  Smith  sentenced  two  more  of  the  21  people  convicted  last 
month  on  criminal  contempt  charges  resulting  from  a month  long  stand  last 
September  to  prevent  International  Forest  Products  from  clearcutting 
unceded  Nuxalk  lands  at  Ista  (Fog  Creek)  near  Bella  Coola. 

Greg  Higgs  and  Bill  Joyce,  both  members  of  the  Forest  Action  Network 
were  sentenced  to  35  days  and  45  days  respectively,  as  well  as  2 years 
probation.  Higgs  and  Joyce  were  singled  out  during  the  court  proceedings 
as  the  most  serious  of  the  offenders  - for  Joyce,  it  was  his  second 
conviction  for  contempt  of  court,  while  Higgs  received  special 
condemnation  for  burning  of  a copy  of  the  court  injunction,  an  act  the 
judge  condemned  as  "outrageous  and  gratuitous." 

In  speaking  to  sentencing  both  men  were  unrepentant,  stating  that  they 
believed  in  what  they  were  doing.  Higgs  quoted  from  Gandhi,  claiming  that 
civil  disobedience  is  an  "inherent  right  of  a citizen",  and  that  "to  put 
down  civil  disobedience  is  to  attempt  to  imprison  conscience."  Joyce 
pointed  out  that,  for  him,  the  most  important  point  of  the  case  continues 
to  be  the  question  of  who  has  jurisdiction  over  unceded  Nuxalk  Nation 
territories  - a question  the  court  refused  to  hear,  prompting  all  of  the 
defendants  to  walk  out  of  their  originally  scheduled  trial  last  December. 

For  his  part,  the  judge  condemned  the  two  men's  methods  as  misdirected, 
asserting  that  the  preservation  of  the  environment  cannot  be  achieved 
without  upholding  the  rule  of  law  which  protects  the  natural  environment 
from  those  who  would  despoil  it.  He  stated  that  "it  is  not  a happy  thing 
to  send  such  idealistic,  and  otherwise  law  abiding  citizens  to  jail,"  but 
that  it  was  necessary  to  stop  such  organized  acts  of  defiance  of  the 
court's  authority. 

In  a phone-call  from  the  Vancouver  Detention  Centre,  Greg  Higgs  stated 
that,  "This  is  certainly  not  going  to  stop  me,  and  it's  certainly  not 
going  to  stop  FAN.  There  is  no  price  too  high  to  pay  to  stop  the  wholesale 
liquidation  of  our  ancient  rainforests.  These  forests  are  an 
irreplaceable  global  treasure,  and  we  will  continue  to  use  every  non- 
violent means  possible  to  oppose  the  government-sanctioned  and 
court-protected  destruction  of  the  forests  by  multimillion  dollar  logging 


corporations . " 

Both  men  received  stiffer  sentences  than  those  handed  out  last  month  to 
the  first  16  defendants  sentenced.  On  Dune  27  Dustice  Smith  gave 
suspended  sentences  and  1 year  probation  to  13  Nuxalk  Nation  citizens, 
while  singling  out  three  non-native  defendants  as  instigators  of  the 
protest.  Two  of  the  non-native  environmentalists  were  given  30  days  and 
two  years  probation,  while  a third  received  15  days  plus  $1000  fine. 

Three  other  native  defendants  still  await  sentencing  on  Oct.  18. 

"RE : Charlatan  Removed  from  Pow  Wow"  

Date:  Tue,  16  Dul  1996  14:20:05  -0400 
From:  mll@berkshire.net 

Sub j : "Charlatan"  Hyatt  Removed  from  Michigan  Pow  Wow 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  following  article  appeared  in  the  August  issue  of  International  Native 
News  and  Native  Tourist  Monthly,  and  Michigan  Intertribal  Association  News. 

PRESS  RELEASE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

CONTACT:  Randy  Redhawk 

International  Native  News 
1-616-963-1092 

by  Randy  Redhawk;  Reprint  permission  granted  to  all  media 
LINE  DRAWN  AT  POW  WOW 

In  the  cool  morning  time,  last  Sunday,  at  the  KALVIA  Pow  Wow,  held  at  the 
Kalamazoo  Michigan,  Native  families  were  preparing  breakfast  and  holding 
small  gatherings  around  their  campsites.  Veterans  as  usual  patrolled  the 
area  with  the  help  of  Pow  Wow  Security. 

According  to  Mark  Eldridge  "When  some  of  the  other  veterans  and  I went 
to  the  front  of  the  fairgrounds,  we  saw  two  of  the  KALVIA  Pow  Wow  Committee 
personnel  talking  to  Dale  Hyatt.  They  were  trying  to  get  him  to  leave  the 
pow  wow  grounds.  All  the  veterans  as  well  as  the  people,  did  not  want  Hyatt 
there . " 

"The  pow  wow  committee  had  already  contacted  the  police.  While  we  were 
waiting  for  the  police."  Eldridge  had  previously  spoken  to  the  Assistant  U.S. 
District  Attorney  regarding  people  who  disrupted  Native  events.  He  handed  a 
member  of  the  pow  wow  committee  a copy  of  a 1931  Michigan  State  law  regarding 
disruption  and  inciting  a Native  community  (a  felony  in  the  State  of  Michigan) 
to  give  to  the  police,  as  well  as  requesting  that  he  be  permitted  to  speak 
with  the  police  when  they  arrive  as  a spokesperson  for  the  people.  "The 
elders  had  asked  me  to  speak  to  them,  but  I needed  approval  from  the  committee 
as  well . " 

"When  speaking  to  the  police  officer  I not  only  spoke  with  him  about  the 
1931  law,  I also  spoke  with  him  about  a 1941  law  handed  down  by  the  Supreme 
Court  on  Inciting  to  Riot."  The  police  needed  to  know  why  the  people  at  the 
pow  wow  wanted  Hyatt  removed  and  Eldridge  explained,  "The  man  in  the  past 
and  still  continues  to  insult  our  elders,  something  natives  do  not  do."  The 
officer  told  Eldridge  he  was  "between  a rock  and  a hard  place..."  because  "I 
am  not  familiar  with  Native  customs  or  Native  Laws." 

Eldridge  explained  to  the  officer,  "That  the  laws  that  were  being  quoted 
from  1931  to  1941  were  white  mans'  laws,  not  Native  laws,  and  we  were  asking 
him  to  enforce  white  mans'  laws,  not  Native  Laws."  The  officer  then  told 
Eldridge  he  was  waiting  for  a supervisor. 

An  additional  four  officers  showed  up  as  well  as  a County  Park  Ranger. 

In  the  mean  time  many  people  gathered  behind  Native  trade  booths  where  Hyatt 
confronted  the  committee  and  several  veterans  as  police  tried  to  sort  the 
matter  out. 

Eldridge  continued,  "This  went  back  and  forth  for  over  an  hour.  After 
speaking  with  the  police,  they  asked  me  if  he  could  say  goodbye  to  his 
Chief. " 

The  committee  as  well  as  the  veterans  were  not  aware  of  any  Native 


"chiefs"  on  the  premises,  but  agreed  to  bring  the  trader  Hyatt  referred  to 
back  to  the  unblessed  area.  "After  saying  his  goodbyes  to  the  trader,  Hyatt 
was  escorted  along  with  his  wife,  off  the  premises." 

Eldridge  continued,  "We  drew  a line  today.  This  man  has  continued  to 
show  up  right  before  our  Grand  Entries  to  disrupt  our  gatherings.  We  as 
veterans  follow  our  Spiritual  leaders  and  on  this  issue  we  the  people,  all 
of  us  need  to  stand  together  to  stop  these  atrocities.  We  as  a people  have 
to  stand  together  as  one  against  anyone  that  continuously  infringes  upon  our 
rights,  religion,  and  traditional  ways,  especially  when  it  comes  to 
dishonoring  our  elders  on  an  ongoing  basis." 

"RE:  New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy"  

Date:  Tue,  9 Dul  1996  14:29:18  -0400 

From:  wolfsong@megalink.net  (John,  Leah,  Keven,  Liz) 

Sub j : New  age  or  old  prophecy 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Hau  my  brothers  & sisters, 

I had  returned  for  a few  days  to  post  the  issue  of  my  brother 
Gkisedtanamoogk  to  the  net  because  this  issue  effects  us  all.  Thank  you  for 
the  replies  which  are  already  starting  to  come  in.  I know  that  many  of  you 
can  feel  the  horror  and  tragedy  of  this.  (More  postings  will  come  in  the 
near  future.) 

I have  to  also  speak  of  another  tragedy  which  I have  just  witnessed.... 
That  tragedy  is  the  division  of  our  people... We  have  played  the  dominant 
society's  game  for  so  long  that  now  we  no  longer  know  how  to  relate  to  one 
another.  In  our  ways  everything  we  did  began  with  the  spiritual.  The  Pipe 
was  smoked  before  any  meeting  - (how  do  you  think  the  term  Peace  Pipe 
began?)  - and  prayers  were  said,  so  that  we  would  speak  the  truth  and  have 
Great  Spirit's  guidance.  Our  whole  life  began  and  ended  in  prayer.  We 
relied  on  the  One  Great  Law  - that  of  the  Creator ...  not  laws  arbitrarily 
placed  upon  us  by  other  human  beings,  who  only  look  to  control  us,  to  gain 
wealth,  to  amass  power  and  to  exploit  the  Earth  Mother's  resources.... 

We  lived  together,  worked  together,  prayed  together,  sang  together,  cried 
together,  and  suffered  together. .. .for  all  things  are  contained  in  the 
Medicine  Wheel...  From  this  togetherness  we  learned  respect  for  each  other, 
for  life  and  for  all  things  around  us....  We  lived  our  Original 
Instructions . . . . 

We  learned  to  purify  ourselves  in  the  sweat  lodge... we  learned  to  seek 
our  answers  in  a quiet  place,  alone,  fasting. .. .and  we  learned  to  rely  upon 
and  accept  the  answers  brought  to  us  in  this  way. ...  We  lived  our  Original 

Instructions . . . . 

We  learned  to  govern  ourselves  by  sitting  in  council  and  listening  to  all 
who  came  forth,  then  reaching  a decision  which  benefited  all....  We  lived 
our  Original  Instructions.... 

We  learned  respect  by  the  example  we  put  forth  into  the  circle. .. .for  how 
can  I respect  another  if  I don't  respect  myself? 

Before  we  took  up  a Pipe  we  learned  about  the  Pipe  given  each  of  us  at 
birth... for  that  Sacred  Pipe  made  of  pipestone  and  wood  is  only  an  outward 

manifestation  of  the  inner  Pipe  we  each  carry We  lived  our  Original 

Instructions . . . . 

Each  person  in  the  circle  was  equal  to  all  the  others... no  one  above  or 
below... no  task  greater  than  the  other ...  medicine  man,  pipe  carrier,  hunter, 
cook,  firekeeper,  chief;  man,  woman,  children;  all  equal....  We  lived  our 
Original  Instructions.... 

Oh,  how  my  heart  longs  to  once  again  see  us  regain  this  way I know 

and  realize  that  we  cannot  and  probably  don't  want  to  go  back  to  life  as  it 
was,  five-hundred  or  more  years-ago . . . I,  too,  like  some  of  the  comforts  of 
today's  life....  All  I pray  and  hope  for  is  that  we  can  get  away  from  all 
the  fighting,  arguing  and  drama.  That  we  can  once  again  learn  to  respect 
each  other  without  having  to  pass  judgement ... .that  there  is  no  one  way  to 
talk  to  Great  Spirit,  but  that  all  paths  lead  to  Great  Spirit....!  feel  that 


if  there  is  "sin"  it  is  the  imposing  and  forcing  of  your  beliefs  upon 
another. . . . 

Five-hundred  years  ago,  when  the  first  settlers  arrived  if  they  had  been 
able  to  see  through  eyes  not  blinded  by  social  and  religious  conditioning 
they  would  have  found  what  they  had  been  searching  for,  for  the  previous 
1000  or  more  years ....  but,  like  all  else  is  a lesson,  I believe  that  the 
last  five-hundred  years  have  been  a lesson,  for  us  Native  people....  For, 
what  good  is  faith  if  it  leaves  you  at  the  first  sign  of  hardship  or  trouble 

And  isn't  testing  one's  self  the  way  of  our  people?  If  not,  then  why  do 
we  endure  the  Sundance,  the  Sweatlodge,  the  Vision  Quest?  Are  these  not 
tests?  And  aren't  we  taught  to  offer  up  the  pain  and  the  suffering,  from 
these,  to  Great  Spirit  as  a prayer  because  it  is  all  that  we  have  which  is 
truly  ours? 

I ask  you  then,  what  is  the  difference  between  the  pain  and  suffering  we 

have  endured  for  the  last  five-hundred  years  and  the  pain  and  suffering  of 

these  ceremonies?  Pain  and  suffering  are  pain  and  suffering. . .there  is  no 

difference difference  comes  in  what  we  choose  to  do  with  the  pain  and 

suffering. . .offer  it  up  as  a prayer  or  wallow  in  it  and  live  it  over  and 
over. . offer  it  up  as  prayer  or  shoot  it  into  the  world  as  an  arrow  of  hate 
and  anger. .. .there' s the  difference.. 

Oh,  you  can  say  that  we  choose  the  pain  and  suffering  of  the  ceremonies 
and  it  was  imposed  upon  us  in  the  other  case... yet,  I wonder  if  this  is 
true.... I wonder  if  Great  Spirit  is  that  cruel  or  is  our  faith  and 
spirituality  being  tested?  Were  not  all  the  Prophets  and  Spiritual  Masters 
tested?  I f you  read  any  of  the  great  religious  works  of  the  world  or  if 

you  listen  to  our  creation  stories  you  will  hear  of  these  tests.... and  you 

will  also  learn  that  those  who  remain  steadfast  in  their  faith,  beliefs  and 
spiritual  practices  are  always  rewarded  by  Great  Spirit 

I wonder  if  we  are  not  maybe  being  prepared  and  readied  for  a greater 
purpose? ... (a  reward,  if  you  will)  I wonder  what  the  line  in  the  Flopi 
Prophecy  which  says,  "The  Redman  will  once  again  inherit  the  Earth,"  means? 
or  the  saying  in  the  Bible  which  says,  "The  meek  will  inherit  the  Earth," 
means?  (I  wonder  if  it  is  coincidence  that  these  two  sayings  sound  so  much 
alike?  It  would  be  time  well  spent  looking  for  the  deeper  meaning  behind 
these  statements...) 

Flaven't  you  had  enough  of  the  fighting,  the  killing,  the  anger,  the  name 
calling,  the  prejudice,  the  racism,  the  pain,  the  suffering?  Isn't  it  time 
for  all  of  us  to  come  together  and  examine  what  it  is  that  we  truly  believe 
and  then  find  a way  for  all  of  us  to  respect  those  beliefs  in  each 
other.... I wonder  if  we  could  sit  down  and  discuss  our  true  beliefs  with 
each  other  (without  having  to  be  right  and  someone  else  wrong)  if  we  would 
find  that  there  are  many  of  the  same  underlying  principles  involved .. .that 
there  is  only  ONE  TRUTH  and  it  is  the  Great  Spirit's? 

Can't  you  see  what's  happening  to  us  because  of  our  separateness  and  our 
competition?  We've  become  so  separate  in  our  lives  and  our  thinking  that 
even  the  family  unit  is  falling  apart.... we  are  so  divided  that  our  children 
no  longer  know  where  to  turn  for  help  and  hope.... 

We  have  even  tried  to  separate  ourselves  from  the  Sacred  Circle  of  Life 
and  many  have  started  believing  that  we  are  here  to  control  and  dominate 
nature... I have  some  bad  news  for  those  who  believe  this.... You  are  not 
outside  looking  in  on  nature. .. .you  are  nature....  Everything  you  do  to  the 
trees,  to  the  two  and  four-leggeds,  to  those  who  fly,  to  the  Earth  Mother, 
to  your  brothers  and  sisters  returns  to  YOU.... for  we  are  all  related  and 
from  this  there  is  no  escape...  we  are  bound  to  it  by  that  tiny  spark  of 
Great  Spirit  which  resides  in  ALL  things.... 

Isn't  it  time  to  begin  building  some  new  traditions  which  serve  us  better 
than  some  of  the  old  ones  which  are  constantly  tearing  us  apart .... isn ' t it 
time  to  begin  rebuilding  the  aspects  of  our  lives  which  promote  unity  and 
get  away  from  the  aspects  which  promote  dis-harmony . . . . Let ' s step  into  the 
circle  and  get  away  from  the  pyramid.... 

Let's  return  to  the  Highest  of  all  Law. . .that  of  the  Creator. .. .for  that's 
where  the  true  power  lies  and  not  in  the  laws  of  man.... Let's  let  each 
brother  and  sister  follow  the  path  Great  Spirit  puts  before  them  without 
judgement  by  us . . . 

Let  us  not  talk  about  the  laws  of  Great  Spirit  such  as  tolerance. 


generosity,  humbleness,  forgiveness ...  instead  let  us  put  those  laws  into  the 
Sacred  Circle  as  examples  with  our  lives ....  let ' s set  an  example  of  hope  and 
unity  for  our  children  of  the  next  seven  generations.... 

All  My  Relations, 

John  Eagle  Smith 
Mi ' KMaq 

I don't  want  to  be  a leader  nor  do  I want  to  be  a follower... I only  want 
to  walk  beside  my  brothers  and  sisters  and  be  allowed  to  make  my  own 
footprints  in  the  sands  of  time 

P.S.  Sorry  this  rambling  is  so  long  but  after  reading  over  three-hundred 
postings  on  Natchat  and  First  Nations  I really  felt  the  need  to  say  all 

this Like  all  else;  the  words  above  are  a gift  to  me  from  Great  Spirit 

which  I wish  to  share... I only  speak  for  and  represent  myself  - no  one  else.. 

I am  leaving  now  to  return  to  Canada  and  pray  that  you  all  will  remain 
well  until  we  are  together  again... 

May  Great  Spirit  guide  and  protect  you... 

May  the  Four  Winds  blow  softly  at  your  heels... 

May  your  life  be  filled  with  abundance  and  love.... 

May  you  remember  from  where  it  all  originates. 

"RE : Geronimo"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Dul  1996  22:38:29  -0400 
From:  neetc@aol.com 
Sub j : Geronimo 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Hello, 

One  evening,  after  a scholarship  meeting  in  a friend's  house  in  Teaneck, 
we  were  all  about  to  leave  when  someone  said  that  we  should  socialize  a 
little  and  try  out  a new  "club"  in  town.  As  we  walked  up  to  the  bar,  I 
said,  "you're  kidding"!  There's  a bar  named  Geronimo  in  the  "politically 
correct"  town  of  Teaneck,  and  you  want  ME  to  go  in  there?"  They  all 
looked  sheepishly  at  me  and  escorted  me  inside  anyway.  Things  were  quiet 
with  us,  until  I said  to  the  bartender  "Do  you  sell  Crazy  Horse  liquor  and 
Arizona  ice  tea  as  well  (I  said  this  sarcastically),  and  he  said  that 
people  always  ask  that  question  (serious  face) . .Anyway,  I continued  to 
make  my  companions  uncomfortable,  by  saying  to  them  things  like,  "Where 
are  we  going  after  this?  Malcolm  X's  Duke  Doint?  Or  maybe  Mother 
Teresa's  Soire?"  And  with  that  I said,  "Ladies,  if  you're  going  to  talk 
the  talk,  then  you  gotta  walk  the  walk!"  I also  said  that  I was 
embarrassed  for  them  (they  are  all  educators),  for  even  wanting  to  go  there. 
And  then  I left . .Unfortunately,  I forgot  that  I didn't  drive  in,  but  I 
needn't  have  worried,  because  my  friends  followed  me  out.  We  continued  to 
talk  about  this  bar's  name  and  decided  that  we  would  write  a letter  to  the 

owner  and  to  the  editor  of  THE  RECORD  about  the  derogatory  use  of 

Geronimo's  name.  Well,  it  didn't  make  the  paper,  possibly  because  of 

politics  (one  of  the  women  was  a Bd  of  Ed.  candidate  at  the  time),  but  it 

made  me  feel  a bit  better  about  the  women  I was  associating  with. 

Now  about  trademarking.  I had  asked  previously  if  any  of  the  nations 
names  were  trademarked.  Copyrighted?  Something?  I'm  sincerely  interested 
because  I was  reading  a magazine  and  lo'  and  behold,  there  is  a rap  group 
named  Apache!  A very  popular  group  so  it  appears.  Does  that  mean  every 
time  the  name  Apache  appears  in  public,  the  group  is  financially 
compensated  or  is  it  just  their  music,  or  is  it  both? 

I sure  I'm  not  the  first  to  wonder  about  this,  but  I believe  that  each 
nation  (at  LEAST  the  federally  recognized  ones)  should  have  their  names 
trademarked.  Then  at  least  when  these  names  are  used  without 
authorization  , The  People  would  have  a vehicle  to  pursue  these 
individuals  in  court.  And  if  they  give  permission  for  use  of  their  name 
and  a profit  is  gained  by  it,  the  monies  could  go  into  a tribal  fund  to  be 
dispersed  (saved  or  invested)  in  any  manner  that  is  agreed  upon. 

Forgive  me  if  I seem  naive  about  this,  or  that  something  like  this  is 


already  happening,  but  if  it  is  not,  I don't  understand  why  not!  If 
singing  groups  can  have  exclusive  rights  to  their  name,  why  not  The 
People?  and 

What  the  heck  is  Geronimo's  picture  doing  hanging  on  the  wall  of  the  bar 
on  the  TV  show  'Cheers'?  Don't  watch  sitcoms,  but  I just  started  watching 
this  show  on  late  night  TV  to  put  myself  to  sleep.  Has  this  picture 
always  been  there?  Oh  well,  I'm  sure  that  'dead  horse'  has  already  been 
beaten!  :-) 

Thank  you. 
peace  everyone, 
anita  lecroix 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  0 

Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu-Lj  AISESnet,  & NATIVE-L  listservers; 
UUCP  & genie  email;  Newsgroups:  soc . culture . native, alt . native 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"The  sacredness  and  the  spiritualityj  just  the  good  feeling  you  get 
when  you  come  herej  makes  you  appreciate  and  understand  why  the 
Black  Hills  is  held  in  such  high  esteem  by  the  Indian  people." 

"The  way  it  helps  your  thinkingj  your  decision-makingj  the  feeling 
of  sacrifice  intermingled  with  the  power  of  creationj  all  those 
things  happen  here." 

Lionel  BordeauXj  President  of  Sinte  Gleska  University 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  j 
| of  the  Republic  \ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  ConfederacieSj  j 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitutionj  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

A mountain  carving  of  Crazy  Horse  is  under  way  in  the  Black  Hills. 

It  is  envisioned  as  a "memorial  to  a race  of  people." 

Lionel  Bordeaux,  president  of  Sinte  Gleska  University  has  always  had 
a vision  of  locating  an  Indian  educational  institute  of  higher  learning 
in  the  Black  Hills. 

Crazy  Horse  Memorial  also  includes  dreams  of  the  Museum  of  the  North 
American  Indian,  a University  and  a Medical  Training  Center. 

While  a stone  monument  to  a great  chief  might  be  worthy  and  honorable 
I pray  Lionel  Bordeaux  will  see  his  dream  become  a reality.  I believe 
Indian  youth  returning  to  their  people  with  skills  learned  at  an  Indian 
University  will  be  the  greater  monument  to  the  People. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 
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"RE : Prisoner  Release  Demanded"  

Date:  Tue,  23  Dul  1996  18:58:07  -0700 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@mailhost .tdi . net> 

Sub j : Release  demanded  for  Morris  Hines  #088815 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

To  all  Concerned  with  this  matter, 

I received  the  letter  below  from  a frantic  wife  of  a prisoner  in  your 
prison  system.  This  treatment  is  outrageous  and  smacks  of  Nazi 
treatment  of  the  Jewish  population  during  World  War  II. 

These  kinds  of  atrocities  can  only  be  done  in  secrecy.  With  the  eyes  of 
the  world  upon  you,  we  demand  the  early  release  of  this  man. 

Linda  LeMonde 
PO  BOX  34 
Monroe,  Michigan 
48161-0034 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 
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- Call  to  Minnesota  Anishinabe 

- Fond  du  Lac  RBC  Defies  Constitution 

- Dine'  Call  for  Support 


COMMENTS  TO  THE  PRISON  SYSTEM  MAY  BE  SENT  FOR  FORWARDING  TO: 


ishgooda(3tdi . net 
thank  you 
Ishgooda 

======================================================> 

My  husband,  Morris  Hines  #088815  is  currently  incarcerated  in  the  FI 
correctional  system.  Last  Aug  he  was  repeatedly  denied  a prescribed 
breathing  treatment.  I believe  but  can  not  prove  that  the  reason  was  due 
to  our  inter-racial  marriage.  Anyway  he  was  left  laying  on  the  floor 
next  to  his  bunk  for  several  hours  gasping  for  air.  Finally  an  officer 
told  several  other  inmates  to  get  a stretcher  and  carry  him  to  medical. 
Unfortunately  this  was  too  little  too  late.  On  the  way  to  the  infirmary 
Morris  went  into  complete  respiratory  arrest  and  had  to  be  resusitated 
and  placed  on  life  supports  and  life  flighted  to  a civilian  hospital.  As 
a result  of  this  incident  he  is  now  terminally  ill.  But  wait  the  story 
doesn't  end  here.  On  April  5th  of  this  year  the  dept,  of  corrections  did 
a medical  update  on  my  husband  and  this  report  signed  by  the  regional 
medical  director  states  " due  to  the  serious  possibility  of  sudden  death 
this  inmate  must  be  kept  in  a climate  controlled  environment  until  his 
release."  Despite  this  report,  the  dept,  transferred  my  husband  to  a 
facility  that  did  not  meet  his  medical  needs  on  April  19th.  He  began 
getting  sick  almost  immediately  and  if  the  US  Dept,  of  Dustice  had  not 
stepped  in,  I believe  he  would  have  been  left  to  die. 

I need  help  convincing  the  FI.  Cabinet  to  grant  Clemency(the  Gov.  has 
already  signed  the  petition)  as  most  of  these  members  believe  it  to  be 
politically  incorrect  to  release  a black  man  from  prison  for  any  reason. 

If  you  can  not  help  in  this  manner,  can  you  help  me  receive  some 
assurances  that  my  husband  will  be  kept  in  a safe  environment  until  his 
release  next  year.  Morris  has  been  a model  prisoner  and  was  not 
sentenced  to  die  for  his  crime.  I want  and  need  for  him  to  come  home 
alive  so  that  he  can  spend  what  time  he  has  left  with  me  and  the 
children.  Please  help  me,  my  life  has  been  this  nightmare  since  last 
year. 

Sincerely  Yours, 

Sandra  Hines 

615  W.  THompson  St.  F-12 
Lake  City,  FI.  32055 
904-752-3476 

email :deehines@mail . 1st -coast . com 

"RE : MNCC  Letter  to  Ovide  Mercredi"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Dul  1996  06:51:16  -0400 

From:  bfl45@freenet . carleton . ca  (Allen  Gabriel) 

Sub j : MNCC  Letter  to  Ovide  Mercredi 

UUCP  email 

Duly  8,  1996 

Ovide  Mercredi 
National  Chief 
Assembly  of  First  Nations 
1 Nicholas  Street  Suite  1002 
Ottawa,  ON  KIN  7B7 

She : kon : 

The  Mohawk  Nation  Council  of  Chiefs  hope  that  you  are  well  in  mind,  body 
and  spirit.  We  formally  request  that  this  letter  be  received  and  recorded 
into  the  official  record  of  your  assembly,  which  was  in  session  from  Duly 
8 to  Duly  10,  1996.  We  also  request  that  copies  be  distributed  to  all 
members  of  the  A.F.N. 

We  have  been  monitoring  your  efforts  to  be  included  in  the  Canadian 
federation.  We  note  the  change  in  your  rhetoric,  if  not  in  your  approach. 


You  said: 

"Much  like  the  Palestinians  and  the  Irish,  Indians  in  Canada  are  being 
forced  into  claiming  sovereignty  and  establishing  their  own  territory." 
(Ottawa  Citizen  --  Dune  20/96). 

and : 

"If  we're  shut  out,  then  obviously  partnership  is  out... The  option  is 
sovereignty.  But  how  do  Indian  people  secede  from  their  own  land?" 

(Globe  & Mail  --  Dune  20/96). 

While  you  now  claim  to  speak  of  "sovereignty",  your  definition  of  that 
term  acknowledges  Canada's  claim  that  it  legally  owns  our  territories.  It 
does  not  and  never  has.  We  already  have  our  sovereignty  and  territories, 
despite  your  stated  belief  to  the  contrary.  Our  sovereignty  exists.  It 
cannot  be  removed  or  given  away.  Like  the  Palestinians  and  the  Irish  in 
Northern  Ireland  of  whom  you  speak,  we  need  to  remove  the  yoke  of 
oppression  that  occupying  governments  have  tried  to  make  us  wear  for 
centuries  now. 

For  the  Kanienkehaka , our  legitimacy  as  a people  comes  from  our  Creator. 
That  legitimacy  is  articulated  in  the  Kaswentah: 

"We  will  not  be  like  father  and  son,  but  like  sisters  and  brothers.  These 
two  rows  will  symbolize  vessels,  travelling  down  the  same  river  together. 

One  will  be  for  the  canoe  of  the  Onkwehonwe  and  their  laws,  their  customs. 
The  other  will  be  for  the  sailing  ship  of  the  European  people  and  their 
laws  and  customs.  We  will  each  travel  the  river  together,  but  each  in  our 
own  boat,  and  neither  of  us  will  try  to  steer  the  other's  vessel." 

The  fundamental  principle  accentuated  in  the  Kaswentah  is  that  we,  as  a 
people,  have  the  right  to  make  our  own  laws  for  our  own  people  in  our  own 
territories,  free  from  outside  interference.  This  is  not  to  say  that  we 
can  do  as  we  please,  without  regard  for  our  neighbours.  We  do  have  a law 
--  it  is  a law  of  the  mind.  Our  law  is  the  Kaianerekowa  (The  Great  Law  of 
Peace).  Our  people  are  the  Kanienkehaka  (People  of  Flint)  and  we  call  our 
territory  Kanienkeh  (Land  of  Flint).  The  Kaswentah  is  a living  extension 
of  our  Kaianerekowa. 

You  have  surely  seen  the  Kaswentah.  We  know  you  are  familiar  with  its 
meaning  and  importance  to  us  and  the  relationship  we  have  with  our 
neighbours.  The  two  purple  rows  are  separated  by  three  rows  of  white 
beads.  These  three  rows  also  represent  peace,  respect  and  friendship  -- 
the  principles  by  which  we  are  to  co-exist.  The  tri-lateral  beads  serve  to 
keep  us  at  a respectful  distance  of  one  another,  so  that  we  do  not 
accidentally  trip  over  one  another  or  otherwise  cause  distress.  The 
Kaswentah  acknowledges  the  fact  that  we  are  different,  as  well  as  our 
respective  right  to  be  so.  It  serves  as  the  mechanism  through  which  we  can 
resolve  conflict  as  a Nation. 

In  a recent,  signed,  statement  you  said: 

"The  one-sided  partnership  that  favours  white  governments  and  their  people 
is  not  worthy  of  our  support.  This  leaves  us  only  two  options  --  true 
partnership  or  sovereignty." 

(Turtle  Island  News  --  Dune  19/96). 

True  partnership  exists  in  the  principles  spoken  through  the  Kaswentah, 
and  not  the  "made  in  Canada"  version  which  you  continue  to  seek.  That 
version  is  nothing  more  than  assimilation  in  disguise.  As  the  Kanienkehaka 
Nation,  we  speak,  of  course,  of  a true  nation-to-nation  relationship:  one 
that  involves  the  shared  recognition  of  our  inherent  sovereignties. 
Partnership  and  sovereignty  are  only  mutually-exclusive  concepts  when 
rights  are  for  sale,  and  there  is  no  reciprocal  respect. 

loagquisho  (Oren  Lyons)  is  on  record  as  saying: 

"The  moral  question  is:  what  right  do  people  here  that  came  from  another 
continent  to  come  here  and  just  say  by  political  fiction,  this  is  all 
mine? ...  Every  question  that  is  political  is  also  moral.  Every  question. 

And  you  have  to  answer  it  morally.  That  brings  responsibility  to 
governance  and  governors  and  people." 

(R.C.A.P.  Public  Hearings,  Akwesasne  --  May  1993) 


Mr.  Mercredi,  do  you  mean  to  use  the  issue  of  sovereignty  as  a tactic,  one 
that  will  become  disposable  if  Canada  suddenly  --  and  miraculously  --  has 
a change  of  conscience  and  "lets  you  in"  to  their  federation?  We  remind 
you  that  you  speak  only  for  some  band  councils  and  not  for  all  nations.  We 
remind  you  that  you  do  not  speak  for  the  Haudenosaunee.  We  express  to  you, 
in  the  strongest  possible  terms,  our  disapproval.  You  are  using  the  future 
generations  of  our  people  --  over  whom  you  have  no  authority  and  no  rights 
--  as  bargaining  chips  in  your  game  of  bluff  poker,  a game  where  the 
"prize"  you  seek  is  Constitutional  inclusion  in  Canada. 

It  is  a dangerous  gamble,  a major  risk,  that  you  seem  willing  to  take  in 
order  to  advance  your  agenda.  Your  agenda  helps  Canada  achieve  its 
ultimate  goal.  Have  the  Cree  given  you  the  power  to  negotiate  within  this 
framework  on  their  behalf? 

If  we  misunderstand,  however,  and  you've  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
previous  approach  of  the  "national"  organizations  is  not  the  right  one  -- 
and  that  reframing  our  issues  in  their  proper  light  is  essential  to  our 
survival  --  we  may  have  issues  in  common.  It  may  be  possible  to  put  up  a 
united  front  against  assimilation  and  the  continued  theft  and  occupation 
of  our  lands.  But  this  will  not  be  possible  under  your  current  strategy 
and  structure.  You  have  no  authority  to  speak  to  the  Canadian  government 
for  us,  any  more  than  either  of  us  can  speak  for  the  Anishnabe,  the 
Lakotas,  or  any  other  indigenous  nation. 

If  you  are  truly  interested  in  helping  achieve  justice  for  our  peoples,  we 
are  prepared  to  meet  with  you,  in  a preliminary  manner,  to  discuss  the 
issues  and  possible  strategies. 

In  Peace, 

Mohawk  Nation  Council  of  Chiefs 
Turtle  Clan 
Wolf  Clan 
Bear  Clan 


"RE : Wal-Mart  Reconsidering  Mohican  Site"  

Date:  Thu,  18  lul  1996  22:36:55  -0400 
From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - Fwd:  Wal-Mart  Reconsidering  Mohican  Site 
UUCP  email 


* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 
WAL-MART  UPDATE  - FOR  YOUR  INFO 


From:  winchd@rpi.edu  (Debra  I.  Winchell) 

Date:  96-07-18  14:10:16  EDT 

WAL-MART  RECONSIDERING  LEEDS  FLAT  SITE 

Our  e-mail  and  letter-writing  campaign  to  protect  a 2,000-year- 
old  Mohican  site  is  having  an  effect.  There  is  indication  that 
Wal-Mart  is  now  considering  moving  its  store  from  Leeds  Flat  to 
Cairo,  New  York,  and  I am  sure  this  is  because  of  your  many 
messages  in  support  of  preserving  the  site.  With  your  help  and 
encouragement,  they  may  very  well  carry  the  move  through.  Please 
write  to  Wal-Mart  via  e-mail  or  regular  mail  and  encourage  them 
to  move  off  the  Leeds  Flat  site  to  a site  in  Cairo. 

For  more  information  on  the  Leeds  Flat  site  in  New  York  State, 
please  view  the  website  at 

http://www.rpi.edu/~winchd/mohicans.html  or  contact  me  at 
winchd@rpi . edu . 

You  may  send  your  thoughts  to  Wal-Mart  from  the  First  Nations/ 
First  Peoples  Issues  site  at 

http://www.pobox.com/~jsd/winch.html  by  Iordan  Dill.  If  you  have 
no  access  to  the  web,  Wal-Mart  can  be  e-mailed  at  letters@wal- 
mart.com.  Postal  mail  to  key  people  can  be  sent  to: 


Wal-Mart 

Bentonville,  AR  72716 
Phone:  501-273-4000 
Fax:  501-273-8650 

Key  People  at  Wal-Mart 

S.  Robson  Walton,  Chairman 
Donald  G.  Soderquist,  VC  and  COO 
David  D.  Blass,  President  and  CEO 

William  R.  Fields,  President  and  CEO,  Wal-Mart  Stores  Division 

Joseph  S.  Flardin,  EVP,  COO,  Wal-Mart  Stores  Division 

John  B.  Menzer,  EVP  and  CFO 

Nicholas  J.  White,  EVP  Supercenter  Division 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  support.  You  have  all  played  a part  in 
preserving  and  protecting  Leeds  Flat.  We  could  never  have  gotten  this  far 
without  you.  Please  feel  free  to  forward  this  post. 

Debra  Winchell,  Melrose,  NY,  winchd@rpi.edu 

"RE : Call  for  Witnesses  for  Anishinabe"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Jul  1996  21:09:10  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Alice  McCombs  <amccombs@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Urgent!  Witnesses  needed  - Wisconsin 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Urgent  Call  for  Witnesses  for  Anishinabe  Ogitchida 
July  22,  1996 

The  trains  stopped  today  for  the  sacred  fire.  The  peaceful,  nonviolent 
spiritual  gathering  of  the  Anishinabe  Ogitchida  brought  a halt  to  the 
shipments  of  sulfuric  acid  that  threaten  north  Wisconsin,  Michigan  and 
Lake  Superior. 

But  tomorrow  could  be  another  story.  Walt  Bresette,  spokesman  for  the 
Anishinabe  Ogitchida  stated,  "They  blinked.  Tomorrow  there  might  be 
arrests.  We  urgently  need  lots  of  people  to  come  and  witness  what  is 
going  on  here. " 

Witnesses  for  peace,  environmental  activists,  human  rights  workers, 
supporters  of  Native  American  treaty  rights  and  anyone  who  wants  to 
help  prevent  billions  of  gallons  of  sulfuric  acid  from  traveling  over 
train  tracks  (which  are  often  poorly  maintained)  are  asked  to  come  to  a 
campground  20  miles  south  of  Ashland,  WI.  The  Anishinabe  Ogitchida  are 
conducting  a four  day  sacred  fire  ceremony  there  next  to  the  tracks 
where  the  sulfuric  acid  cars  will  travel  through  the  Bad  River  Chippewa 
Reservation.  People  who  come  are  asked  to  bring  their  own  supplies  for 
rough  camping  and  to  please  bring  cameras. 

To  contact  someone  for  directions  to  the  site  call  (715)  274-6354  or 
WOJB,  (715)  634-2100 

For  more  information,  the  press  release  is  included  below. 

Additional  information  is  available  at  www.menominee.com/a-one/mccombs/ 
Your  help  is  requested  to  distribute  this  information  as  widely  as 
possible . 

Press  Statement/Press  Briefing 

~From:  Anishinabe  Ogitchida 

Forwarded  from  Walt  Bresette:  715-779-5071 

The  attached  statement  is  from  a group  on  the  Bad  River  Chippewa 
Reservation  in  northern  Wisconsin.  They  have  asked  me  to  communicate 
their  statement  and  guide  any  media  which  wishes  to  report  on  their 
actions.  I have  been  asked  to  answer  any  questions  regarding  the  White 
Pine  mine,  acid  transport  and  the  ceremonies. 

I have  also  been  asked  to  direct  people  to  the  site  of  the  ceremonies 
within  the  Bad  River  Reservation. 


I can  be  reached  at 
Route  Route  1,  Box  117 
Bayfield,  WI  54814 
Ph:  715-779-5071  or  715-779-3465 
FX:  715-779-5071 

STATEMENT  --  DULY  22,  1996 
ANISHINABE  OGITCHIDA 

Today,  at  dawn,  a sacred  fire  was  lit  next  to  the  railroad  tracks  on 
the  Bad  River  Chippewa  Reservation,  within  the  ceded  territory  of  the 
Lake  Superior  Chippewa. 

The  sacred  fire  will  burn  for  four  days  during  which  prayers,  songs  and 
offerings  will  be  made  in  traditional  ceremonies.  We,  the  Anishinabe 
Ogitchida,  will  hunt  and  gather  food  during  these  four  days. 

These  next  few  days  will  help  determine  our  actions  for  the  next  few 
weeks,  months  and  perhaps  years.  We  ask  that  these  ceremonies  be 
undisturbed  by  train  traffic  or  those  who  would  seek  to  disrupt  these 
spiritual  activities. 

Following  the  four  days  of  spiritual  ceremony,  we  will  leave  if  the 
following  conditions  are  met: 

1)  An  immediate  cessation  of  acid  mining  at  White  Pine,  Michigan  until: 

A)  The  Treaty  Rights  of  the  Lake  Superior  Chippewa  are  considered; 

B)  There  is  a full  Environmental  Impact  Statement  of  the  Acid  Mine  Project 

2)  A reclamation  plan  is  developed  for  the  existing  tailings  area  prior 
to  acid  solution  mining. 

3)  A reclamation  plan  for  the  brine  aquifer  seepage  at  White  Pine  prior 
to  consideration  of  acid  mining. 

4)  The  immediate  cessation  of  all  sulfuric  acid  transport  in  ceded 
territory  until: 

A)  A full  EIS  on  acid  mining  [is  performed]; 

B)  An  inspection,  report,  and  repair  of  rail  lines  in  our  territory; 

C)  All  communities  on  the  rail  corridor  have  trained  staff,  adequate 
equipment  and  emergency  response  teams  to  handle  an  acid  spill. 

If  these  conditions  are  met,  this  peaceful  and  spiritual  gathering  will 
end  at  dawn  on  Friday.  For  the  next  four  days  our  community  will  be 
safe  from  this  unsafe  transport  of  hazardous  materials. 

We  call  on  others  to  seek  similar  spiritual  guidance,  and  to  take 
similar  action. 

We  call  on  all  traditional  and  spiritual  people  to  join  us  in  these 
deliberations . 

We  call  on  other  Anishinabe  Ogitchida  to  also  join  us;  we  will  protect 
our  right  and  our  duty  to  these  ceremonies. 

End  of  statement  by 
Anishinabe  Ogitchida 
delivered  to  Walt  Bresette 
For  distribution  to  the  public 
on  Duly  22,  1996 

Transcribed  by  Alice  McCombs,  as  received  from  Walt  Bresette. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
"People  have  the  power  to"redeem  the  work  of  fools." 

Patti  Smith 


For  Mother  Earth.  . . 

For  Humanity.  . . 
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When  EarthWINS 
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Shawano,  WI  54166 
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Everybody  Wins 

PH:  715-524-5998 

FX:  715-524-9958 

Email:  amccombs@igc.apc.org 
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PEACE 


RE:  Stop  Acid  Threat  to  Lake  Superior 


Date:  Thu,  18  Dul  1996  15:16:52  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Alice  McCombs  <amccombs@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : STOP  ACID  THREAT  TO  LAKE  SUPERIOR 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

ACTION  ALERT!  Stop  Acid  Threat  to  Lake  Superior 

Walt  Bresette 

Lake  Superior  Alliance 

Route  1,  Box  117 

Bayfield,  WI  54814 

PH:  715-779-5071 

FX:  715-779-3465 

Email:  bresette@win.bright.net 

On  Duly  1,  1996  the  U.S.  EPA  (Region  V,  Chicago  Office)  authorized  the 
injection  of  sulfuric  acid  solution  into  an  abandoned  copper  mine  five 
miles  from  Lake  Superior  near  Ontonagon,  Michigan.  The  White  Pine  Mine 
is  owned  by  INMET,  a Canadian  firm  which  had  to  cease  smelting 
operations  at  White  Pine  after  being  found  in  gross  violations  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act. 

The  White  Pine  Mine,  operated  by  the  Copper  Range  Corporation  (CRC), 
then  filed  for  a Michigan  permit  to  recover  the  remaining  copper  ore 
from  the  pillars  of  the  abandoned  mine.  The  Michigan  Department  of 
Environmental  Quality  (MDEQ),  after  one  hearing  in  Danuary  of  1996, 
gave  CRC  the  go-ahead  in  May.  The  regional  EPA  authorization  was 
expected  within  a week  of  MDEQ's  permit. 

NEDAC  Puts  Temporary  Hold  on  Project 

However  EPA  authorization  was  withheld  temporarily  following  complaints 
by  the  Red  Cliff  Chippewa  tribe  before  the  U.S.  EPA's  National 
Environmental  Dustice  Environmental  Dustice  Advisory  Council  on  May  30 
in  Detroit;  a resolution  was  passed  calling  on  EPA  Administrator  Carol 
Browner  to  overturn  the  regional  decision  until  a full  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  was  completed,  until  an  Environmental  Dustice  Analysis 
was  done,  and  until  the  treaty  rights  of  the  Lake  Superior  Chippewa 
were  taken  into  account. 

In  a meager  attempt  at  satisfying  the  tribe's  concerns  Region  V EPA 
arranged  a meeting  at  the  White  Pine  between  tribal  officials  and  the 
INMET  officials.  While  none  of  those  who  attended  the  mine  tour  were 
satisfied,  the  EPA  immediately  authorized  the  acid  injection,  arguing 
that  the  tribe's  interests  were  being  met.  They  have  further  stated 
that  they  will  meet  once  more  with  the  tribes  in  the  future  but  have 
refused  to  stop  the  operations. 

Sulfuric  Acid  Trains  Move  North  Over  Unsafe  Tracks 

The  MDEQ  permit  was  issued  the  last  week  of  May  and  sulfuric  acid  began 
moving  by  rail  tanker  from  Texas  to  the  White  Pine  Mine.  A total  of  100 
tankers  are  expected  during  1996.  The  Bad  River  Chippewa  tribe 
temporarily  stopped  the  trains  when  they  complained  that  the  tracks 
across  the  Bad  River  Reservation  were  unsafe.  Following  a series  of 
meetings  in  early  Dune  the  acid  train  continued  across  Bad  River  lands. 

Federal  Rail  inspectors  said  that  the  tracks  were  safe  despite  video 
evidence  to  the  contrary  showing  broken  beams  in  trestles,  trees 
growing  on  the  tracks,  bent  and  wavering  tracks,  and  an  old  900  foot 
trestle  across  the  Bad  River.  Federal  inspectors  have  used  Bad  River  as 
a stop  and  go  light.  Unfortunately,  there  were  no  inspections  west  and 
south  of  Bad  River,  where  similar  problems  were  videotaped.  And,  people 
from  Michigan's  U.P.  say  the  tracks  are  even  worse  east  of  the  Bad 
River  Chippewa  Reservation. 

Acid  Dump  Will  Be  1000  Times  the  Volume  of  Exxon  Valdez  Spill 

So,  despite  only  one  state  hearing  and  no  federal  hearing,  both  the 
state  and  the  federal  government  are  allowing  a foreign  company  to 
begin  the  process  of  pouring  sulfuric  acid  solution  which  eventually 


will  total  11,000,000,000  (Yes,  that's  BILLION  - 1,000  times  the  volume 
of  the  Exxon  Valdez  spill)  gallons.  International  Environmental  Protection 
Act,  the  Safe  Drinking  Water  Act  and  numerous  other  acts  which  should 
be  invoked.  Tribal  officials  also  met  with  Interior  Secretary  Bruce 
Babbit  and  expressed  their  concern  and  the  need  for  federal  oversight. 

As  a consequence  of  this  inaction,  both  the  Mineral  River,  eventually 
Lake  Superior,  and  probably  the  groundwater  will  be  irreparably  harmed 
by  this  operation.  All  for  profits  by  a foreign  company  which  after  15 
years  will  disappear,  having  exploited  our  resources,  our  labor, 
exported  huge  profits  and  left  a mess.  And  all  because  the  relevant 
state  and  federal  agencies  who  are  supposed  to  look  out  for  the 
environment  and  rights  have  looked  the  other  way. 

Pre-Acid  Solution  Damages 

The  White  Pine  Mine  had  been  doing  conventional  mining  operations 
between  the  early  1950s  and  1994  - about  forty  years.  In  the  process 
they  have  created  a hole  in  the  earth  about  eleven  square  miles 
comprised  of  shafts  which  are  held  up  by  pillars  of  earth  not  yet 
disturbed.  The  pillars  are  about  30  to  30  feet.  It  is  these  pillars 
that  they  now  wish  to  mine  and  recrised  of  the  complainants  will  begin 
dispersing  the  settlement  dollars. 

PLEASE!  Contact  your  local  officials,  host  information  meetings,  write 
letters  to  the  editors  and  to: 

U.S.  EPA  Region  V Administrator  Val  Adamkus 
77  W.  Dackson  Blvd. 

Chicago,  IL  60604 
PH:  312-353-2000 
FX:  312-353-1120 

"RE:  Pocumtuc  Site  Dig"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Dul  1996  14:48:50  GMT 
From:  mll@berkshire . net 
Sub j : Pocumtuc  Site  dig 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 
Greetings; 

What  follows  is  from  Dohnie  Levertte.  Please  lend  your  support  to 
this  issue  in  any  way  that  you  can. 

Thank  you. 

Before  entering  into  a narrative  of  thoughts,  I thought  all  would  like 
to  know  that  red  ochre,  points,  and  pottery  were  found  at  the  dig 
today.  We  are  keeping  a watchful  eye. 

In  all  the  confusion  of  who  said  what,  an  important  point  has  been 
lost.  We  are  talking  about  a MASSACRE.  We  are  talking  about  a group  of 
inter-tribal  peoples  within  the  Friends  of  Mohawk  Trail/Forest  who  are 
working  very  hard  to  save  this  area.  Our  organization  has  never  taken 
any  federal  or  state  funding.  The  small  donations  we  have  received 
$325.60  has  been  used  for  postage,  fax,  and  telephone.  We  are  not 
about  money,  we  provide  educational 

programming  on  the  environment  and  cultural  aspects(all  cultures)  of 
the  Mohawk  Trail.  This  is  our  gift  back  to  whoever  wishes  to  except 
it . 

All  our  presenters  from  all  cultures  give  of  their  knowledge  with 
their  hearts.  We  have  Ph.D.  Scientists  that  teach  about  many 
environmental  and  cultural  issues.  We  have  artists  that  are  weavers, 
basket  makers,  spinners,  flint  knappers,  glass  blowers,  etc.  We 
encourage  all  races  to  participate  in  whatever  capacity 
they  wish. 

CLEARING  THE  AIR 

The  state-approved  archaeological  excavation  of  the  Pocumtuck"  Fishing 
Village"  site(65  acres)  by  Time  Lines  Inc.  in  present  Greenfield,  MA 


is  underway  --  despite  protestations  and  negative  mail  from  Native  and 
European  Americans  alike.  It  is  a sad  day  for  Native  people.  It  is  a 
sad  day  for  all  people  who  honor  their  dead  and  who  value  their 
heritage.  It  is  a sad  day  for  the  honor  of  all  indigenous  people. 

Why  did  the  state  approve  of  this  excavation?  Why  did  they  contract  it 
out  to  a consultant  of  dubious  qualifications,  one  of  the  contractors 
originally  retained  by  Wal  Mart  when  that  corporation  was  attempting 
to  purchase  the  village  site  for  a new  store?  Information  has  come  to 
light  on  heretofore  secret  plans  of  the  Town  of  Greenfield  with 
respect  to  the  site.  Surprise! 

They  want  to  develop  it.  The  plan  appears  to  be  for  the  existing  owner 
to  extract  the  available  sand  and  gravel  and  then  the  town  to  buy  the 
property,  and  guess  what  then?  Develop  it!  Who  would  have  guessed? 

To  make  matters  worse,  "mis-informed  and  mis-guided"  peoples  have 
started  coming  out  of  the  woodworks,  presumably  approving  (or  at  least 
presenting  no  objections  to)  the  dig.  Hmmm!  What  is  the  price  of  beads 
today? 

Spokesperson(s) ? for  the  Abenaki,  Wampanoag,  and  even  Mohawks  have 
supposedly  given  their  approval.  Don't  believe  it!  Frank  lames  Grand 
Sachem  of  the  Wampanoags  has  not  given  his  approval.  To  the  contrary, 
lames,  an  authentic  spiritual  leader,  abhors  the  dig!  He  is  not  a 
bought-off  Indian.  Nor  has  Paul  Weeden  approved  the  dig,  living 
relative  of  King  Phillip  and  present  day  leader  of  the  Pokanoket 
Wampanoags  of  Rhode  Island.  Paul  is  authentic.  He  strongly  opposes 
the  dig.  As  for  the  Mohawks,  Grand  Chief  loe  Norton  stated 
the  objections  of  the  Mohawk  Nation  about  as  clearly  as  anyone 
possible  could. 

The  Mohawks  are  unalterably  opposed  to  this  dig  and  will  be  restating 
their  opposition  in  no  uncertain  terms.  So  who  then  has  approved  the 
dig?  Let  them  come  forward  and  state  their  credentials.  If  they 
choose,  the  City  Planners  of  Greenfield  can  continue  to  solicit 
statements  from  pretenders,  but  the  fakes  will  be  exposed.  This  is 
really  sad,  as  I have  several  Abenaki  friends  who  are 
on  the  front  lines  with  us.  Ready  to  take  whatever  is  thrown  at  them. 

They  are  mystified  at  this  recent  statement  by  Teri  Anderson. 

What  about  the  Indian  officials  of  Massachusetts?  Leroy  Maddox,  an 
Indian  Commissioner  opposes  the  dig.  He  has  been  unequivocal  about 
that.  Dohn  Peters,  the  Executive  Director,  has  finally  taken  a 
position,  albeit  a weak.  (Not  against  the  dig!  He  will  intervene  if 
they  find  bone.  )The  Indian  Commissioner  for  Western  Massachusetts 
hasn't  been  home  from  the  pow-wow  tour. 

However,  I understand,  she  stands  with  John  Peters. 

Devisive  forces  can  sidetrack  attention  from  what  is  going  on  and  what 
is  at  stake,  if  we  let  them.  It  is  time  to  refocus  on  what  this  issue 
is  all  about. 

For  perhaps  as  long  as  10,000  years  Native  People  occupied  the 
Peskeompscut  site  on  the  Connecticut  River  --  a rich  fishing  ground 
that  historians  tell  us  produced  Atlantic  salmon  up  to  9 feet  in 
length.  The  Pocumtuck  Nation  occupied  the  village  in  recent  historic 
times,  at  least  until  massacre  by  the  good  Captain  Turner  in  1676  , 
for  whom  the  Town  of  Turners  Falls  is  named.  Typical! 

The  Pocumtuck  site  is  listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Sites  and  a state-level  equivalent.  It  was  placed  on  the  register  by  a 
well-meaning  amateur  archaeologist  for  whom  we  are  all  indebted. 

However,  for  over  30  years  the  site  has  been  being  looted.  By  all 
accounts  the  volume  of  Native  artifacts  that  has  been  removed  has  been 
astronomical.  The  looting  continues  to  this  day.  Anonymous  tips  tell 
of  past  human  remains  found  there,  although  these  tips  may  prove  hard 
to  confirm.  However,  it  only  makes  sense  that  remains  would  be  there. 
After  all,  it  was  the  site  of  a massacre  and  was  occupied  for 
millennia . (We  do  have  video  that  shows  some  of  the  artifacts 
taken  within  the  area) . 

The  key  point  for  all  to  remember  is  that  the  Pocumtuck  site  still 
exists.  At  this  point  it  has  not  been  paved  over.  Lost  in  a sea  of 
concrete  and  plastic.  Buried  and  forgotten  for  all  times.  Artifacts 


still  turn  up  by  the  bucket  fulls.  The  presence  of  Native  spirits  are 
still  felt.  The  troubled  spirits  of  murdered  Pocumtucks  roam,  trapped 
in  time  and  need  help  to  be  free.  Freeing  of  the  spirits  cannot  take 
place  if  robbing,  dynamiting,  bulldozing,  and  paving 

over  of  the  massacre  site  is  allowed  to  continue.  This  site  needs  full 
protection.  It  needs  to  be  healed.  It  needs  the  attention  of  Native 
spiritual  healers.  Then  the  victims  need  to  be  remembered.  How  can 
this  best  be  done? 

We  will  be  proposing  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  that  they 
work  with  Native  Americans  to  construct  a memorial  to  the  massacred 
Pocumtucks.  We  would  want  the  memorial  to  take  the  form  of  a 
Cultural-Teaching  Center  which  would  tell  the  story  of  the  long  Native 
occupation  of  the  site  up  through  the  massacre  that  ended  Native 
lives,  hopes,  and  dreams  and  scattered  survivors  to 
wander.  The  center  would  serve  important  educational  purposes.  It 
would  host  demonstrations  on  how  archaeological  excavations  are 
accomplished  and  explain  the  significance  of  finds  that  have  been  made 
at  the  site.  Environmental  study  such  as  sustainable  living  will  be  at 
the  top  of  the  list.  To  help  us  achieve  this  vision,  we  would  call  for 
amnesty  for  all  persons  who  have  dug  the  site  and  ask  that  they  bring 
artifacts  back  and  share  them  with  all  peoples.  We  wish  them  no  harm 
and  forgive  them. 

The  issues  is  not  of  losing  a few  more  artifacts,  although  that 
bothers  us  greatly.  The  issue  is  the  continued  dishonoring  of  the  dead 
and  irretrievable  loss  of  one  of  the  few  known  Native  American  sites. 
The  Pocumtuck  Massacre  site  is  significant  to  New  England  Native 
Americans  in  the  same  way  that  Wounded  Knee  and  Sand  Creek  are  to  our 
Native  American  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Plains.  But  far  too  long 
have  our  New  England  ancestors  gone  unrecognized. 

If  European  Americans  can  honor  their  dead  with  land  and  memorials 
across  the  breadth  of  this  land,  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  can 
help  Native  people  protect  a single  site.  It  is  time  for  all  Native 
people  to  speak  out  on  this  issue.  Please  make  your  voice  clearly 
heard.  Please  write  to: 

Governor  William  Weld 
U.S.  Senator  Ted  Kennedy 
U.  S.  Senator  John  Kerry 

State  Senator  Stanley  Rosenberg 
Room  109-B,  State  House 
Boston,  MA  02133 

lohn  Peters,  Executive  Director 
Commission  on  Indian  Affairs 
lohn  W.  McCormack  Building 
One  Ashburton  Place  - Rm  1004 
Boston  Ma  02108 

Teri  Anderson 

Greenfield  Planning  Office 
277  Main  Street 
Greenfield,  MA 

From:  johnie.leverett@chicopee.com  (lohnie  Leverett) 

- "RE:  Keynote  Address  by  Daniel  Ashini"  

Date:  Thu,  18  3ul  1996  22:55:53  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@Orion .YorkU.CA> 

Sub j : Daniel  Ashini  - Speech  to  Newfoundland  Environmental  Network 
Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 


KEYNOTE  ADDRESS  by  Daniel  Ashini 


Newfoundland  and  Labrador  Environment  Network 
12  July  1996 

I am  pleased  to  be  here  this  evening,  and  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
address  so  many  strong  and  committed  individuals.  My  comments  tonight  refer 
to  the  theme  of  this  conference:  "Environment  and  Labour".  I think  that 
this  is  a very  important  issue  to  everyone,  but  I think  that  what  I am 
going  to  say  on  the  issue  may  be  quite  a bit  different  than  what  many  of 
you  have  come  to  expect  from  discussions  of  this  kind. 

In  Innu  culture,  we  do  not  easily  make  distinctions  between  things  like 
'jobs'  and  the  'environment'.  These  distinctions  exist  in  your  language, 
but  not  in  ours.  Until  we  were  forced  to  deal  directly  with  akaneshau  or 
European  cultures,  we  did  not  make  distinctions  between  our  work  and  the 
rest  of  our  lives,  or  between  our  work  and  the  land. 

Let  me  tell  you  a little  bit  about  our  culture.  For  thousands  of  years, 
Innu  have  been  hunters.  Prior  to  settlement  life,  our  lives  revolved  around 
atik,  the  animals  you  call  caribou.  I don't  want  to  take  away  from  the 
importance  of  other  animals  and  fish  to  us,  but  I must  point  out  that  the 
caribou  is  of  great  importance  to  us.  We  lived  in  nutshimit,  which  is 
Innu-Aimun  for  "the  bush  or  the  country".  To  reduce  the  meaning  of  the  word 
nutshimit  to  the  bush  does  not  describe  what  it  means  to  us.  It  is  a place 
where  we  are  at  home.  We  have  used  the  vast  areas  of  land  and  water  in 
Nitassinan  in  order  to  survive  and  thrive. 

In  nutshimit,  Innu  people  work  very  hard.  We  must  prepare  and  maintain  our 
camps,  cut  firewood,  set  nets,  carry  water,  clean  skins,  collect  boughs, 
and  everything  else  that  is  required  to  sustain  us.  But  we  do  not  only  work 
for  ourselves  and  our  families.  We  also  work  so  that  we  may  pay  proper 
respect  to  the  animal  masters,  who  watch  over  the  land,  and  who  are 
responsible  for  sharing  game  with  Innu  hunters  and  our  families.  We  show 
this  respect  in  many  ways,  such  as: 

by  hanging  caribou  antlers  and  skulls  in  the  trees; 

by  placing  the  bones  and  leftovers  of  some  animals  in  the  fire,  and 

others  in  the  water; 

by  sharing  our  harvest; 

and  by  never  taking  more  than  we  need. 

By  hunting,  by  living  on  the  land,  we  not  only  provide  for  our  families, 
but  we  show  respect  to  the  animal  masters.  I'm  talking  about  these  things 
so  that  you  can  understand  why  the  Innu  have  so  much  problem  with  words 
like  'socio-economic  benefits',  which  tend  to  be  associated  with  many  of 
the  so-called  'developments'  that  are  going  ahead  in  our  territory  without 
our  consent.  Words  like  this  assume  that  because  wage  employment  can 
provide  food  for  the  table,  that  Innu  people  would  happily  turn  in  our  guns 
and  snowshoes  for  safety  boots  and  hardhats.  But  they  are  missing  the 
point.  For  us,  so-called  subsistence  activity  is  far  more  than 
subsistence.  In  our  communities,  hunting  is  more  than  food  on  the  table-it 
is  a fundamental  part  of  who  we  are.  Secondly,  it  is  not  a burden.  Thirdly, 
it  cannot  be  transferred  as  if  the  animals  we  harvest  are  some  sort  of 
commodity. 

Because  we  are  Innu,  we  see  the  world  differently  than  Europeans  do.  This 
has  been  the  case  since  our  first  contact,  which  began  even  before  John 
Cabot  'discovered'  us  500  years  ago.  For  centuries,  we  traded  furs  and 
other  goods  with  Europeans,  but  the  fur  trade  was  not  a central  feature  in 
our  lives.  Europeans,  however,  tried  to  make  us  dependent  on  the  fur  trade 
in  order  to  'attach'  us  to  their  trading  posts  and  integrate  us  into  their 
system. 

It  was  then  when  we  started  to  learn  something  about  how  a so-called 
'modern  economy'  works.  Our  people  still  tell  stories  about  the  many  Innu 
died  from  starvation  in  the  late  1800 's  when  some  traders  refused  to  trade 
with  them  because  they  were  not  bringing  in  enough  furs.  I suppose  that 
this  would  be  called  'downsizing'  today.  Many  Elders  in  our  communities 
remember  when  the  Newfoundland  government  started  to  regulate  trapping  in 
the  late  1940' s.  The  government  would  only  buy  furs  from  registered 
trappers,  which  meant  that  many  Innu  people  could  no  longer  sell  their 
furs . 

By  the  end  of  the  1960 's,  Innu  people  in  both  the  Quebec  and  Labrador 
regions  of  Nitassinan  were  forcibly  settled  into  communities.  In  Labrador, 


there  are  two  such  communities:  Sheshatshiu  and  Utshimassit.  The 
settlement  was  accomplished  by  the  Catholic  priest,  who  had  a great  deal  of 
influence  over  many  Innu  people,  and  by  laws  which  punished  Innu  parents 
who  did  not  put  their  children  into  schools.  Not  willing  to  go  into  the 
country  without  their  children,  our  parents  had  little  choice  but  to  stay 
in  the  communities,  which  quickly  became  impoverished  ghettos  as  the 
culture  began  to  collapse. 

I was  one  of  the  first  generation  of  Innu  children  born  in  the  community. 
When  I grew  up,  Sheshatshiu  was  a place  where  you  could  find  every  sort  of 
social  problem,  such  as  alcoholism,  family  violence  and  sexual  abuse.  In 
school,  we  were  told  that  we  had  to  become  educated,  become  modern.  We  were 
told  that  the  old  ways  were  dead,  and  at  the  time,  it  was  easy  to  believe 
them.  Very  few  people  were  going  into  the  country,  but  many  people  had  wage 
employment  in  the  many  make-work  schemes  that  were  going  on  at  the  time. 

But,  if  anything,  jobs  just  made  the  problems  worse  by  giving  people  the 
means  to  accelerate  their  own  destruction. 

The  Innu  people  have  come  a long  way  since  then.  Many  people  have  returned 
to  the  country  way  of  life,  at  least  for  part  of  the  year.  People  have 
started  to  take  real  pride  in  their  culture  again,  and  many  young  people 
are  developing  the  skills  to  be  good  hunters  and  to  provide  for  their 
families  in  this  way.  But  the  issue  of  jobs  still  remains  a complex  one  in 
our  communities.  Some  Innu  people  have  taken  jobs  at  Voisey's  Bay,  but  many 
more  people  are  concerned  about  losing  their  culture.  First  you  are  a 
hunter,  then  you  are  a miner.  Everything  happens  too  fast.  We  fear  losing 
our  identity  as  Innu  people. 

Out  of  our  recent  experience  and  our  long  history,  many  Innu  are  starting 
to  challenge  the  assumptions  that  Europeans  have  made  about  us  and  the  rest 
of  the  world  for  centuries.  Even  today,  many  people  believe  that  the  Innu 
will  inevitably  embrace  'modern  values'  and  become  just  brown-skinned 
Canadians  on  the  march  of  'progress'.  Many  people  think  that  this  is 
natural,  that  it  is  all  part  of  the  process  of  'development'.  Projects  like 
Voisey's  Bay  are  seen  as  steps  down  the  path  that  will  eventually  bring  the 
'backward'  Innu  into  the  modern  world. 

For  Europeans,  that  path  has  meant  choosing  wage  labour  over  traditional 
culture.  In  the  modern,  global  economy,  capital  has  become  more  important 
than  labour,  and  high  technology  has  largely  replaced  tradition  and 
craftsmanship.  Bigger  is  assumed  to  be  better.  But  for  me,  one  of  the  most 
objectionable  parts  of  the  modern  economy  is  the  way  in  which  the  land  and 
water  are  seen  as  resources  which  need  to  be  managed. 

I've  heard  government  foresters  and  companies  like  Abitibi-Price  talk 
about  how  important  it  is  to  manage  the  forests.  They  seem  to  think  that 
forests  are  'wasted'  unless  they  become  part  of  some  sort  of  industrial 
logging  operation.  But  our  Elders  tell  us  that  when  you  look  at  the  forest, 
you  just  don't  look  at  the  trees.  You  have  to  look  at  it  as  a habitat  for 
animals  and  as  a home  for  Innu. 

To  be  sure,  trees  provide  shelter,  heat,  canoes,  bows,  snowshoe  frames, 
and  all  kinds  of  other  things  for  the  Innu.  But  we  don't  just  think  about 
ourselves  when  we  go  off  to  harvest  trees,  because  it  will  not  only  be  the 
Innu  who  are  affected  when  trees  are  cut.  We  know  that  if  we  cut  too  close 
to  a river,  we  will  affect  the  banks,  which  in  turn  affects  the  fish,  the 
beavers,  otters  and  other  wildlife.  When  you  talk  about  cutting  trees  on  a 
hillside,  you  have  to  consider  porcupines,  partridges,  martins,  and  the 
other  animals  who  live  there.  The  key  difference,  I think,  between  our  way 
and  the  so-called  modern  way  is  that  we  try  to  manage  our  activity,  instead 
of  fooling  ourselves  into  believing  that  we  are  managing  the  land. 

We  find  it  very  hard  to  understand  a system  which  considers  fully 
functioning  forests  to  be  'wasted'  and  clearcuts  to  be  good  for  the 
economy.  Economies  are  just  small  parts  of  cultures,  and  even  when  they 
deny  it,  cultures  are  ultimately  just  small  parts  of  ecosystems.  The 
biggest  mistake  that  human  beings  can  make  is  to  believe  that  they  can 
reverse  this  natural  order  and  make  everything  and  everyone  subordinate  to 
'the  economy' . 

I don't  need  to  tell  Newfoundlanders  that  when  good,  hardworking  people 
become  "the  unemployed"  because  of  the  collapse  of  a resource-extraction 
industry,  they  do  not  return  to  a more  traditional  lifestyle.  Not  only  do 


people  lose  or  never  learn  the  skills  necessary  to  live  off  the  land,  but 
in  many  cases,  they  have  changed  the  land  around  them.  I don't  want  to 
point  fingers  at  individuals,  and  I'm  certainly  not  blaming  the  average 
Newfoundland  fisher  for  the  collapse  of  the  cod  stocks  any  more  than  I 
blame  my  parents  for  settling  in  the  community.  But  we  need  to  recognize 
that  when  people  participate  in  the  devastation  of  their  forest,  or  the 
destruction  of  their  fishery,  they  are  participating  in  the  destruction  of 
the  very  fabric  which  holds  their  community  together. 

But  it  does  not  need  to  be  this  way.  First,  we  all  need  to  recognize  that 
the  'global  economy'  that  seems  to  mesmerize  developers  and  politicians  is 
not  an  economy  which  is  based  on  things  of  real  or  enduring  value  to  local 
people.  In  that  system,  everything  has  to  become  equivalent  to  some  amount 
of  money,  and  in  the  case  of  forestry,  mining,  and  most  of  the  other 
'resource'  industries,  things  seem  to  become  more  valuable  the  further  away 
they  get  from  the  places  where  they  come  from  and  the  people  who  actually 
do  the  work  to  get  them  there.  For  example,  pulp  and  paper  companies  pay 
much  less  than  a small  fraction  of  a percent  of  the  final  value  of  their 
products  to  the  loggers  who  cut  the  trees.  On  the  other  end  of  the  scale, 
Robert  Friedland,  the  principle  shareholder  in  Diamond  Fields,  will  make 
more  than  $600  million  dollars  when  Diamond  Fields  sells  its  claims  to 
Inco.  Friedland  will  have  'earned'  this  money  for  doing  nothing  more  than 
stealing  Innu  and  Inuit  land. 

Secondly,  we  need  to  recognize  that  global  economies  also  have  global 
consequences.  We  must  remember  that  the  decisions  that  we  make  affect  not 
only  our  communities  today,  but  our  children  and  their  children  tomorrow. 
The  Innu  know  that  long  after  the  companies  have  gone,  we  will  still  be 
here.  When  we  make  our  decisions,  we  have  consider  not  only  the  effects  of 
projects  like  Voisey's  Bay  on  our  land,  but  our  responsibility  to  the  whole 
Earth.  Activities  like  mining  or  industrial  forestry  are  not  local,  but 
global.  Dust  as  the  ore  that  is  taken  from  our  land,  as  it  was  at  Wabush 
and  Schefferville,  become  part  of  a global  economy,  the  environmental 
consequences  of  mining  and  smelting  become  part  of  the  global  environment. 
We  have  to  take  these  consequences  into  consideration.  The  impacts  go  far 
beyond  our  territories.  Money  and  pollution  do  not  recognize  borders.  The 
money  that  Robert  Friedland  made  at  Summitville  and  Omai  was  re-invested  in 
Diamond  Fields,  and  you  can  be  sure  that  the  hundreds  of  millions  that  he 
is  making  there  will  find  its  way  into  another  mining  project,  which  will 
certainly  have  more  impacts  on  both  local  communities  and  the  Earth. 

I don't  pretend  that  the  Innu  have  all  of  the  answers  to  the  complex 
problem  that  is  being  discussed  here  tonight.  We  have  our  own  challenges  to 
face  in  this  regard.  But  I do  believe  that  if  we  can  take  the  microscopes 
away  from  our  eyes,  and  begin  to  think  about  economics  from  the  perspective 
of  human  experience,  within  the  limits  and  boundaries  of  communities  and 
local  ecosystems,  we  have  a chance  to  restore  the  balance  that  is  so  badly 
missing  in  the  modern  world.  Economies,  unlike  ecosystems,  are  largely 
products  of  the  human  imagination,  and  I believe  that  we  can  choose  the 
ways  that  we  want  to  relate  to  each  other  and  the  Earth.  The  INCO's, 
Friedlands,  Abitibi's  and  FPI's  of  the  world  only  have  power  because  they 
have  convinced  people  that  their  way  is  the  better  way.  But  the  fact  that  I 
am  standing  here  today  is  proof  that  it  is  not,  because  generations  of  Innu 
people  have  lived  and  prospered  and  protected  our  land  without  ever 
building  a mine  or  clear-cutting  a forest.  But  with  every  new  development 
that  goes  ahead,  we  give  them  more  power  over  our  lives,  lands  and  futures. 

We  need  to  act  now-while  there  are  still  places  like  Nitassinan  that  can 
sustain  local  cultures,  and  while  there  is  still  a chance  to  restore  and 
reclaim  the  lands  and  waters  that  have  been  so  badly  abused  by  developers. 
I'm  not  saying  that  this  will  be  easy,  and  it  may  mean  some  very  hard 
choices  for  us,  but  building  the  future  that  we  want  for  our  children  and 
their  children  is  the  most  important  thing  we  can  possibly  do. 

I thank  you  for  listening  to  me,  and  I hope  that  we  can  take  the  rest  of 
the  time  tonight  and  what  opportunities  we  have  over  the  next  few  days  to 
discuss  these  issues  in  more  depth.  Perhaps  together  we  can  come  up  with 
some  of  the  answers,  or  at  least  begin  to  ask  the  right  questions. 

Thank  you. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION:  Daniel  Ashini  (709)  497-8398 


RE:  Innu  Nation  Wants  Immediate  Cleanup 


Date:  Thu,  18  Dul  1996  22:55:42  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@Orion .YorkU.CA> 

Sub  j : Innu  Nation  Wants  Immediate  Action  to  Cleanup  NW  Point 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  18  Duly  1996 

(Sheshatshiu)  The  immediate  cleanup  of  the  contamination  at  the  site  of  a 
former  US  military  installation  at  Northwest  Point  must  be  a priority  for 
government.  Innu  Nation  President  Peter  Penashue  told  journalists  today 
that:  "This  area  has  been  a real  concern  for  Innu  people  for  many  years 
now.  Innu  Nation  has  tried  several  times  to  get  governments  to  act,  but  we 
have  not  been  able  to  even  get  them  to  listen  to  our  concerns." 

The  Innu  Nation  documented  the  contamination  at  the  site  as  early  as  1990, 
when  reconnaissance  by  Innu  Nation  staff  in  1990  identified  numerous  drum 
caches,  leaking  fuel  drums,  and  contaminated  soil  and  water.  At  the  time, 
attempts  by  the  Innu  Nation  to  even  get  governments  to  acknowledge  the 
problem  were  unsuccessful.  "Everyone  that  we  spoke  too  passed  us  on  to 
someone  else.  Back  in  1993,  we  even  attempted  to  get  information  under  the 
Access  to  Information  Act,  but  we  were  told  by  the  Department  of  National 
Defense  that  no  records  existed,  "as  the  clean-up  of  the  abandoned 
installation  at  Northwest  Point  was  not  the  responsibility  of  DND". 

Northwest  Point  is  a real  concern  for  Innu  people  of  Sheshatshiu.  Many 
people  from  the  community  camp  at  the  point  for  several  weeks  during  the 
year,  and  many  more  use  the  area  for  hunting,  berry  picking  and  other 
traditional  purposes.  "People  are  now  asking  me  if  the  berries  they  pick 
there  are  safe,  and  I can't  give  them  a good  answer.",  said  Penashue. 

The  Innu  Nation  is  also  aware  of  many  other  sites  in  Labrador  which  require 
clean-up  as  well.  The  US  military  operated  several  camps  in  the  Labrador 
interior  for  several  decades  after  the  end  of  World  War  II,  and  Innu  people 
are  discovering  that  very  few  of  these  have  ever  been  properly 
decommissioned.  Mining  companies  active  in  Labrador  are  also  contributing 
to  the  problem. 

Penashue  recalls  "This  past  spring,  I found  hundreds  of  drums  with  US 
military  markings  at  the  north  end  of  Minipi  Lake.  Many  of  these  drums  were 
rusting  or  damaged,  and  some  of  them  contained  fuel  or  other  substances. 

Some  of  these  drums  were  right  on  the  shore,  and  I worry  about  the  effect 
that  they  will  have  on  fish  and  other  wildlife  at  Minipi.  Other  Innu  people 
who  were  in  the  country  this  spring  have  also  complained  to  me  about 
finding  fuel  caches  left  by  mining  companies  near  lakes,  in  wetlands  and  on 
the  ice." 

Innu  Nation  has  raised  these  issues  several  times  recently  in  meetings  with 
DND,  the  Minister  of  the  Environment,  and  other  government  officials.  "We 
see  this  as  a priority  issue,  and  it  is  clearly  government's 
responsibility.  It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  the  US  military  or  a mining 
company  is  responsible.  Governments  need  to  be  accountable  for  their 
actions,  especially  when  they  giving  permission  to  other  countries  and 
mining  companies  use  Innu  land  without  our  consent.",  concluded  Penashue. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION:  Peter  Penashue  (709)  497-8398 

"RE : Revised  Wolf  Recovery  Plan"  

Date:  Tue,  16  Dul  1996  18:55:03  -0700  (MST) 

From:  pargs@aztec.asu.edu  (LYNN  D.  ANDRADE) 

Sub j : Revised  Wolf  Recovery  Plan 

UUCP  email 
NATIONAL  NEWS 

Eastern  Timber  Wolf  Recovery  Plan  Revised 


Early  in  1992,  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  (USFWS)  issued  the 
revision  of  the  recovery  plan  for  the  eastern  timber  wolf.  The  original 
recovery  plan  appeared  in  1978.  The  revised  plan  intends  "to  fine-tune 
the  ongoing  efforts  of  numerous  state  and  Federal  agencies  and 
conservation  groups  to  bring  the  wolf  to  the  point  of  recovery  and  removal 
from  the  threatened  and  endangered  species  list,"  according  to  the  USFWS. 

The  term  "endangered"  designates  a group  of  animals  in  danger  of 
extinction  in  all,  or  a significant  part,  of  its  range.  "Threatened" 
designates  a group  of  animals  that  in  the  foreseeable  future  may  become 
endangered . 

Below  appears  the  USFWS  synopsis  describing  the  revised  recovery  plan, 
"which  includes  current  information  on  eastern  timber  wolf  populations  and 
habitat  conditions,  as  well  as  research  findings  from  the  last  14  years  of 
wolf  studies."  Copies  of  the  entire  document  Recovery  Plan  for  Eastern 
Timber  Wolf  are  available  from  Fish  and  Wildlife  Reference  Service,  5430 
Grosvenor  Lane,  Suite  110,  Bethesda,  Maryland  20814  USA,  phone  1-800-582- 
-3421  (inquire  about  cost). 

Summary 

Current  Status:  The  eastern  timber  wolf  is  a subspecies  of  the  gray  wolf 
and  is  listed  as  threatened  in  Minnesota  and  endangered  throughout  the 
remainder  of  its  historic  range  in  the  eastern  United  States.  A stable 
and  growing  population  estimated  at  1550  to  1750  wolves  currently  exists 
in  Minnesota.  Approximately  45  to  60  wolves  comprise  a second  population 
in  northern  Wisconsin  and  the  Upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan.  An  additional 
thirteen  or  fourteen  wolves  are  located  in  Isle  Royale  National  Park, 
Michigan . 

Habitat,  Requirements  and  Limiting  Factors:  This  subspecies  cannot 
survive  over  the  long  term  without  (1)  large  tracts  of  wild  land  with  low 
human  densities  and  minimal  accessibility  by  humans,  and  (2)  the 
availability  of  adequate  wild  prey,  largely  ungulates  and  beaver. 

Currently,  it  is  believed  that  there  exists  sufficient  suitable  habitat  in 
Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  Michigan  to  achieve  the  recovery  criteria. 

Recovery  Objective:  Delisting. 

Recovery  Criteria:  At  least  two  viable  populations  within  the  48  United 
States  satisfying  the  following  conditions  must  exist:  (1)  the  Minnesota 
population  must  be  stable  or  growing,  and  its  continued  survival  be 
assured,  and  (2)  a second  population  outside  of  Minnesota  and  Isle  Royale 
must  be  re-established,  having  at  least  100  wolves  in  late  winter  if 
located  within  100  miles  of  the  Minnesota  wolf  population,  or  having  at 
least  200  wolves  if  located  beyond  that  distance.  [A  late-winter  count 
gives  a conservative  estimate  of  wolf  numbers  in  the  annual  cycle  because 
it  occurs  after  heavy  winter  mortality  and  before  the  birth  of  pups.] 

These  population  levels  must  be  maintained  for  five  consecutive  years 
before  delisting  can  occur.  A Wisconsin-Michigan  population  of  100  wolves 
is  considered  to  be  a viable  second  population,  because  continued 
immigration  of  Minnesota  wolves  will  supplement  it  demographically  and 
genetically  for  the  foreseeable  future. 

Reclassification  Criterion:  The  Wisconsin  wolf  population  should  be 
reclassified  to  threatened  status  when  the  late-winter  Wisconsin 
population  is  maintained  at  80  wolves  for  three  consecutive  years. 
Reclassifying  Michigan  wolves  also  may  be  considered  at  that  time. 

Summary  of  Major  Changes  in  this  Revision 

1.  The  Plan  describes  the  characteristics  of  a "viable  population"  of 
wolves  at  two  levels  of  geographic  isolation  from  the  Minnesota  population. 
(These  characteristics  were  absent  from  the  original  1978  Plan,  but  were 
added  to  it  in  1981.)  The  Plan  also  specifies  that  populations  must 
exhibit  these  characteristics  for  at  least  five  consecutive  years  to  be 
considered  viable. 

2.  A Wisconsin  wolf  population  of  80  or  more  for  three  successive  years 
will  allow  reclassification  to  "threatened"  in  Wisconsin,  and  possible 
reclassification  in  Michigan. 

3.  The  importance  of  minimizing  roads  open  to  the  public  within  wolf 
habitat  is  described  and  quantified  in  a "road  density  statement." 


4.  The  Plan  recommends  changes  to  the  wolf  depredation  control  program 
in  Minnesota  to  allow  non-lethal  control  of  depredating  wolves  in  Zone  1, 
and  more  timely  action  at  sites  of  repeated  depredations  in  Zones  4 and  5. 

5.  Several  changes  to  the  Minnesota  Wolf  Management  Zone  boundaries  are 
recommended  to  improve  the  original  delineations.  These  recommendations 
stem  from  better  information  on  habitat  conditions  and  wolf  numbers  in 
portions  of  Zones  3,  4 and  5,  and  from  the  previous  unwarranted  inclusion 
of  several  communities  and  built-up  areas  within  Zone  1. 

6.  Areas  in  the  southern  and  central  Appalachian  Mountains  are  no 
longer  being  considered  for  future  eastern  timber  wolf  reintroduction. 

7.  The  list  of  factors  that  are  critical  threats  to  the  long-term 
survival  of  the  eastern  timber  wolf  has  been  expanded  to  include  diseases 
and  parasites. 

"RE : Hob  Opportunities  in  Telecommunications"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Dul  1996  06:37:47  -0600 
From:  Mel  Yawakie  <myawaki@mn . uswest . net> 

Sub  j : Dob  Opportunities  in  Telecommunications 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

INTERPRISE  Networking  Services,  a subsidiary  of  U S West  Communications 
recently  advertised  the  following  job  openings,  and  are  currently  looking 
for  a number  of  qualified  candidates.  The  jobs  indicated  below  offer 
significant  financial  rewards  and  advancement  potential. 

Here  at  INTERPRISE  you  will  get  access  to  virtually  any  technological 
breakthrough  you  can  think  of.  INTERPRISE  provides  a vast  array  of 
high-speed  WAN  and  LAN  data,  services.  It's  a great  opportunity  to  get  the 
valuable  experience  and  at  the  same  time  be  part  of  an  industry  that  is 
shaping  the  way  we  live,  work,  and  play. 

As  an  engineer  at  U S West,  I see  a great  need  for  more  Native  Americans  in 
the  field  of  telecommunications.  As  you  can  see  from  the  job  descriptions 
below,  telecommunications  provides  more  than  phone  services. 
Telecommunications  provides  quality  health  care  through  telemedicine,  better 
education  through  distance  learning,  economic  development  through 
telecommunication  business  opportunities.  Many  tribal  nations  can  benefit 
from  these  services  which  can  enhances  the  quality  of  life  where  we  come 
from.  In  many  instances,  the  telecommunication  infrastructures  are  lacking 
to  provide  even  basic  services. 

Recently,  a challenge  was  made  by  providing  a topic  to  motivate  more 
discussion.  The  reason  for  the  challenge  was  that  the  traffic  across  the 
aisesnet  had  tremendously  dropped  during  the  summer.  My  intuition  tells  me 
that  it  is  not  because  we  prefer  to  do  other  things  during  the  summer 
months.  I think  if  we  had  access  to  e-mail,  we  would  still  find  time  to 
check  and  respond  to  our  mail.  Thus  the  issue  becomes  internet  access.  I 
would  then  ask  the  question,  how  many  of  you  living  in  Indian  Country  have 
local  access  to  the  Internet?  The  Internet  is  bringing  the  issue  of 
telecommunications  to  the  forefront  of  Indian  issues.  We  now  must  begin  to 
add  telecommunications,  to  the  long  list  of  issues  facing  Indian  Country, 
which  is  located  primarily  in  rural  america. 

While  we  face  challenges  in  so  many  areas,  telecommunications  provides  us 
with  access  to  information  and  services,  in  ways  that  have  not  been 
available  before.  Company's  like  U S WEST  offer  an  excellent  training 
ground  in  designing  networks,  understanding  telecommunications  equipment  and 
what  it  delivers,  and  the  nature  of  the  business  itself.  Company's  that  are 
as  large  as  U S WEST  focus  on  urban  areas,  where  there  are  large  residential 
and  business  customers.  So  the  solution  to  building  networks  to  meet  the 
needs  of  Indian  Country  fall  on  Independent  telephone  companies  serving 
rural  america.  This  also  leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  who  best 
understands  the  needs  of  Indian  Country,  than  Indian  people  trained  in  this 
area.  Ownership  of  telecommunication  systems  by  tribes  or  Indian  business 
people  will  create  jobs,  skills,  and  improved  basic  services,  like  local 
Internet  access  for  our  homes  and  communities. 

Please  pass  the  following  job  listings  on  if  your  aware  of  someone  who  has 


an  interest  in  this  area.  You  can  also  view  other  job  postings  on  the  U S 
WEST  homepage  at  http://www.uswest.com 

SENIOR  ENGINEER 

Responsible  for  the  overall  network  architecture,  system  engineering,  system 
design,  and  the  integration  of  the  system  components  of  the  platform  for 
INTERACT' s family  of  applications,  products  and  services.  Requires  5 years 
UNIX  experience  along  with  expert  level  experience  in  the  following:  data 
communication  transport,  LAN/WAN  configuration,  Cisco  Routers,  TCP/IP,  IPX, 
DNS  and  Servers.  Excellent  communication  skills  a must.  Customer  Service 
management  skills  preferred,  (lob  SE512) 

SYSTEM  ADMINISTRATORS 

You  will  perform  system  and  network  administration  for  INTERPRISE  Networking 
Services,  and  INTERACT  services.  Requires  senior  level  experience  in  UNIX 
and  Windows  NT  operating  systems,  along  with  security  encryption  schemes  and 
authentication  processes.  Knowledge  of  C/C++,  Perl,  as  well  as  a background 
in  hardware  support  (Sun  Sparc,  SGI,  Pentium  Intel-based  PCs  and  MACs)  a 
must.  Strong  background  in  Internet  services  and  excellent  communication  and 
problem  solving  skills  are  essential.  BSCS  preferred,  (lob  Code  SA512) 

NETWORK  MANAGER 

In  this  position,  you  will  be  responsible  for  the  implementation, 
management,  administration  and  monitoring  of  platform  systems  and  networks. 
Must  have  2 years  experience  in  Network  Management  Systems  fault  and 
configuration  management,  2 years  experience  in  UNIX  including  networking 
and  system  administration,  SNMP,  and  TCP/IP,  along  with  expert  level 
experience  in  HP  Openview  Systems.  Knowledge  of  UNIX  shell  scripting,  PCs 
(Windows,  Windows  NT),  servers  and  system  architectures  a must.  Excellent 
communication  and  problem  solving  skills  are  essential,  (lob  Code  NM512) 

COMPASS  LAB  ENGINEER 

Perform  technical  and  product  quality  evaluations,  acceptance  testing,  and 
regression  testing,  and  regression  testing  on  ADSL/HDSL  equipment  and  other 
broadband  networking  products.  Requires  3 years  experience  in 
internetworking  engineering,  network  integration,  data  communication 
protocols,  communications  architecture,  hands-on  testing,  WAN  termination 
devices  and  LANs.  Knowledge  of  existing  inf rastructure  of  voice  network 
including  central  office  engineering  and  analog/digital  transmission 
technology  essential.  A Bachelor's  degree  in  a related  field,  or  equivalent 
work  experience,  along  with  excellent  analytical,  communication  and  project 
management  skills  a must,  (lob  Code  CLE512) 

MANAGER- TMN  IMPLEMENTATION 

In  this  position,  you  will  work  with  a core  team  to  develop  a strategy  for 
deployment  of  a unified  network  management  system  using  the  TMN  model. 
Qualifications  include  a BSCS/EE  with  a least  6 years  experience  in  the 
areas  of  telecommunications  systems  and  network  management.  Knowledge  of 
LAN/WAN  architectures  and  capabilities.  Frame  Relay  and  Cell  Relay  services, 
as  well  as  SONET  technology  required.  Experience  with  Object-Oriented 
design  methodologies,  CMISE,CMIP  and  CORBA  a must.  Excellent  problem 
solving,  communication  and  time  management  skills  are  essential.  (lob  Code 
MT1512) 

COMMUNICATION  MANAGER 

This  position  is  responsible  for  the  overall  planning  and  implementation  of 
all  voice  communications,  including  ACD-like  needs,  and  LAN/WAN  needs.  You 
will  interface  with  internal  clients  to  assess  present  and  future 
requirements,  develop  plans,  and  implement  strategies.  Requires  working 
knowledge  of  Analog,  ISDN,  Centron,  PBX  systems,  voice  mail  systems,  10  Base 
T and  Token  Ring  Routers,  Hubs  and  Bridges.  You  will  also  need  experience 
in  Tl,  DS1,  DS3  fiber  and  frame  relay,  excellent  leadership,  client  service 
and  communication  skills.  A degree  in  telecommunications,  and/or  related 
experience  preferred.  (lob  Code  CM512) 


MANAGER-APPLICATION  DEVELOPMENT 

Be  responsible  for  leading  the  development  and  maintenance  of  system  for 
INTERPRISE  Networking  Services.  This  will  include  managing  business  data 
modeling  and  project  management  of  software  and  systems  development  to 
support  business  needs,  ranging  from  pre-sales  to  service  delivery  to 
service  assurance  business  process.  The  incumbent  will  interface  in  a 
consultative  capacity  with  a variety  of  internal  clients.  The  qualified 
candidate  will  have  related  experience,  along  with  strong  knowledge  of 
project  management,  process  management,  client  needs  assessment,  analysis 
and  ongoing  client  management.  You  must  be  a seasoned  people  manager  with 
excellent  communication  and  negotiation  skills  . (lob  Code  NSD512) 

"RE : Update:  Seed  Bank"  

Date:  23  lul  1996  17:01:09  GMT 

From:  jwinter@auriga.unm.edu  (joseph  c winter) 

Sub j : UPDATE  - Seed  Bank 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Dear  Readers  - Time  for  another  reminder  about  our  tobacco  seed  bank  and 
education  program.  We  provide  traditional  tobacco  seeds  to  any  Native 
American  requesting  them,  at  no  cost,  as  long  as  you  agree  to  use  the 
resulting  tobacco  only  for  prayers  and  ceremonies  and  not  for  so-called 
"recreational"  smoking.  We  will  send  you  the  seeds  of  the  type  normally 
used  by  your  band,  tribe,  or  first  nation.  Also,  we  can  provide 
traditional  tobacco  leaves  for  powwows,  fund  raisers,  ceremonies  and 
other  events  that  require  pure  tobacco.  Finally,  we  provide  pure 
traditional  tobacco  to  the  elderly,  inmates,  and  other  needy  individuals. 

Our  organization  also  designs  and  puts  on  tobacco  prevention  education 
programs  for  native  youth,  in  an  attempt  to  eliminate  the  use  of 
commercial  tobacco.  If  you  need  pure  traditional  tobacco  for  prayers  and 
ceremonies,  we  can  give  it  to  you.  Please,  do  not  use  commercial  tobacco 
for  traditional  purposes;  commercial  tobacco  is  a corrupt  substance,  and 
its  use  in  ceremonies  gives  a very  bad  message  to  the  kids. 

Thank  you. 

Doe  Winter  and  Lawrence  Shorty 

Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco  Seed  Bank  and  Education  Program  (TNAT) 

1717  Lomas  Blvd  NE 

University  of  New  Mexico 

Albuquerque,  NM  87131 

505-277-5853 

jwinter@unm.edu 

http: //www. treaty7. org/f riends/tnat/tnat . htm 

"RE;  Poem:  Trail  of  Tears"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Dun  1996  00:48:07  -0400 
From:  brnsugah2@aol.com 
Sub j : Trail  of  Tears 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Trail  Of  Tears 

Tears  on  my  heart,  bloody  feet,  gaping  holes  in  moccasins,  legs  like  lead  . 
. . so  tired 

run  us  from  our  summer  camps  , past  our  winter  camps,  to  other  camps  & camps 
around  and  over  snow  packed  mountains,  plunging  valleys, 
into  freezing  waters,  through  deep  forests  . . . 
lies,  all  lies  we're  never  home. 


Oozing  sores  of  grandfathers  and  grandmothers,  babies  can't  cry.  Too  hungry. 
Fearless  warriors  with  empty  eyes,  helping  slow  walking  pregnant  wives. 


Traveling  , walking.  Where  are  we  going?  Why  can't  we  stay  here  or  just  over 
there? 

Everyone  is  saying  a different  prayer.  Our  shamans  had  omens  , dream  visions 

Alien  men  would  come.  Our  life,  as  we'd  known  it  , was  done. 

Racing  from  the  past,  running  over  our  ancestors 
soaring  to  the  endless  . . . trail. 

copyright  1994  Xennia  Gittoes-Singh  aka  Running  Waters 

- "RE:  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/07/18  00:12 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  28-August  3 

IULAI 

(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

28 

Music  is  the  wind  ...  captured  for  a brief  moment. 

29 

My  heart's  wings  give  flight  to  my  dreams. 

30 

The  joy  of  the  spirit  is  everlasting. 

31 

The  clouds  lie  upon  the  mountaintops  like  sleepy  children. 

AUKAKE 

(August) 

(Mahoe-mua) 

August  was  the  season  when  the  ohia  fruit  ripened  abundantly. 

1 

All  are  strangers  when  they  come  here,  until  the  spirit  of  this  land 
claims  their  hearts. 

2 

Life  is  the  only  true  magic. 

3 

The  summer  sunlight  is  rich  honey  poured  upon  the  flowers. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

— "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Duly  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  23  Dul  1996  00:53:07  GMT 
From:  crawford@bscr . uga . edu 
Sub j : Olympic  Choctaw  Toli 

The  University  of  Georgia's  Flying  Rat  Toli  Team,  in  conjunction  with 
the  UGA  Native  American  Cultural  Society  (NACS),  will  be  hosting  a series 
of  Choctaw  stickball  (Toli)  games  on  Duly  27th  and  Duly  28th,  to  coincide 


with  the  Olympics,  as  pant  of  the  NACS  Native  Inclusion  Project. 

Games  will  be  played  at  2:00  PM  and  4:00  PM  Saturday  and  10:00  AM 
Sunday  on  Field  #7  of  the  Intramural  Fields  at  the  corner  of  College 
Station  Rd.  and  East  Campus  Rd.  in  Athens,  Georgia. 

A team  representing  the  Conehatta  Community  and  the  Bogue  Chito  Community 
(both  of  the  Mississippi  Choctaw)  will  compete  in  the  games. 

Each  game  will  consist  of  15  minute  quarters  with  short  (approx.  5 
minutes)  breaks  between  quarters. 

For  more  information  about  this  event,  contact  Gene  Crawford 
<crawford(3bscr . uga . edu> . For  more  info  about  Toli  and  the  UGA  Team,  read 
on ! 


Toli  is  a traditional  Native  American  game  that  has  been  played  for 
at  least  400  years.  It  has  also  been  called  the  "little  brother 
of  war",  as  it  has,  at  one  time,  been  used  to  settle  disputes  between 
tribes.  These  games  often  involved  hundreds  of  people  per  team,  were 
played  on  fields  that  were  several  miles  long,  and  lasted  from  sunrise 
to  sunset. 

Modern  games  are  a little  less  epic.  The  official  tournament 
amongst  the  Mississippi  Choctaw  is  held  in  Duly  and  uses  teams 
of  30-40,  has  four  15  minute  quarters,  and  is  played  on  a 100  yard 
field.  Each  Choctaw  community  on  the  reservation  sends  a team 
to  compete  and  several  thousand  spectators  attend  the  games. 

While  the  tournament  is  the  primary  goal  of  Choctaw  Toli 
teams,  most  play  throughout  the  year  as  well.  One  of  these 
communities,  Conehatta  (which  means  "grey  skunk"),  has  often 
won  the  tournament  and,  in  addition  to  practicing  against  other 
Choctaw  teams,  plays  us  several  times  during  the  year.  We  are 
the  University  of  Georgia  Flying  Rat  Toli  Team,  the  reigning 
national  collegiate  Toli  champions.  Thus  far  we  are  undefeated  in 
collegiate  competition.  Unfortunately  this  is  primarily  due  to  the 
fact  that  we  are  the  only  college  team.  In  fact,  we  are  the  only 
non-Indian  team  in  general,  though  teams  are  being  started  at 
Georgia  Tech  and  Kennesaw  State  College.  We  have  played 
Conehatta  numerous  times  during  the  seven  years  the  team 
has  existed  and  only  thrice  have  we  defeated  them.  Despite 
our  record  of  defeats,  the  Choctaw  games  are  always  eagerly 
anticipated  by  both  teams.  These  games  give  us  a chance  to 
gauge  our  progress  as  a team  and  to  learn  from  a great  group 
of  Toli  players,  while  the  Choctaw  get  the  novel  experience  of 
playing  against  the  only  non-Choctaw  Toli  team. 

So  that's  the  history  of  Toli.  But  how  is  it  played?  Toli  is 
a very  fast  moving  game  with  very  few  rules.  The  action  is 
continuous,  there  are  no  time  outs,  fouls,  first  downs,  out  of 
bounds,  or  free  throws.  We  have  no  penalty  box,  no  first  base 
coaches,  no  off  sides,  and  no  walks.  There  are  two  written 
rules:  1.  You  can  not  touch  the  ball  (a  rock,  wrapped  in  cloth 
then  laced  with  leather  cord)  with  your  hands,  and;  2.  You  can 
only  tackle  the  person  who  has  possession  of  the  ball.  This 
second  rule  is  a bit  fast-and-loose  since  "body  checks"  are 
legal  and  the  distinction  between  a body  check  and  a tackle 
is  pretty  subtle.  In  addition  to  these  two  official  rules,  the 
Flying  Rats  have  adopted  two  more  rules  to  keep  the  game  a bit  more 
user  friendly:  1.  No  "slide  tackles",  and  ; 2.  No  hitting  people  with 
your  sticks  (sticks  get  broken  this  way).  The  point  of  the  game  is 
to  bring  the  ball  (called  the  towa)  into  contact  with  your  team's 
goal  (a  13'  high,  approximately  9"  diameter  pole)  There  are  two 
ways  of  doing  this  in  Toli.  The  first  (and  safest)  is  to  throwing  it 
using  your  sticks  (called  kapucha)  of  which  you  have  two,  each 
one  being  2 '-3'  long  with  leather  "baskets"  2"-3"  wide  at  one  end). 
The  second  is  by  touching  the  goal  with  your  sticks  while  holding 
the  ball  in  them.  This  latter  method  tends  to  result  in  great  bodily 
harm  since  the  defense  will  stop  at  nothing  to  keep  you  away 
from  the  goal  when  you  have  the  ball.  After  each  point  and  at  the 
beginning  of  each  quarter  the  ball  is  brought  to  the  center  of  the 


field  and  tossed  up  in  the  midst  of  a circle  of  players  (in  a manner 
analogous  to  a "tip  off"  in  basketball). 

Summer  Quarter  Practices  are  at  4:00  PM  every  Sunday 
on  Field  #8  of  the  Intramural  Fields.  Everyone  is  welcome  to  play 
and  all  necessary  equipment  required  (i.e.  the  sticks)  is  provided 
free  of  charge.  For  more  information  please  contact 
Gene  Crawford:  E-mail  <crawford@bscr.uga.edu> 
or  by  phone  706-542-2682. 


Date:  Mon,  22  Dul  1996  14:18:05  -0700 

From:  Edward  Crowley  <ecrowley@ci. Shrewsbury. ma.us> 

Sub j : Hassanamisco  POW-WOW 

Flassanamisco  POW-WOW  - Duly  28,  1996 
43  Annual  Native  American  Indian  Fair 
Held  at  80  Brigham  Hill  Rd.,  Grafton,  Mass. 

For  information  call  Ron  § (508)393-2080 
or  after  3:00PM  Chief  Natachaman  @ (508)393-8860 
Native  American  crafts  for  sale. 

Traders  & Craftsmen,  Dewelry,  Art, 

Knives,  Furs,  Blankets,  Food,  etc. 

Donation  : Adults  - $2.00,  Children  .75 
Parking  at  the  Lions  Club 
No  drugs  or  alcohol 
Sunday  - Duly  28 

- Gates  open  at  10  AM 

- Opening  Ceremonial  2 PM 

Native  American  Drumming  And  Dancing 
Closing  Ceremony 

I will  see  you  there,  stop  and  say  hello. 

Hope  to  see  everyone. 

Wanishi 
Black  Wolf 

/\_/\ 

((0  0)) 

+ oOO \o/  — OOo + 

+ Edward  (Black  Wolf)  Crowley  Dr.  Shrewsbury  Electric  Light  + 
+ PC/Lan  Manager  100  Maple  Ave.  + 

+ Telephone:  (508)845-4850  Shrewsbury  Ma.  01545  + 

+ Internet:  ecrowley@ci . Shrewsbury . ma . us  + 

+ + 

| GENERIC  DISCLAIMER  | 

| Any  statements  and  or  views  are  my  own  and  not  that  of  | 

| Shrewsbury  Electric  Light  or  the  Town  of  Shrewsbury.  [ 

+ + 


Date:  Mon,  22  Dul  96  02:55:21  GMT 

From:  cit@interlog.com  (Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre) 
Sub j : ODE  SHKODEING:  Heart  Of  The  Fire 

the  Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre  presents... 

ODE  SHKODEING 
Heart  Of  The  Fire 

performed  by  the  1996  Native  Theatre  School 
Featuring: 

Clint  Edward  Andrew  (Interior  Salish) 

Sid  Bobb  (Coastal  Salish) 

Rhonda  Donais  (Assiniboin) 

Nodin  Hewitt  (Ojibway) 

David  George  (Stl ' atl ' imx) 

Dulia  Damieson  (Mohawk) 

Black  Thunderbird  Lynx  (Anishinabe) 

Amy  White  (Anishinabe) 

Artistic  Director:  Warren  Arcan  (Cree) 


Factory  Theatre 
125  Bathurst  Street 
Toronto,  Ontario 
$8  advance  / $10  at  the  door 
Duly  29  & 30,  1996 
8:00pm 

Graduation  and  Traveling  Party  after  the  Duly  30th  performance  at: 

The  official  restaurant  of  the  1996  Native  Theatre  School 
The  Coloured  Stone  - Aboriginal  owned!!! 

204  Richmond  Street  West,  Toronto 

The  Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre  has  run  the  Native  Theatre  School 
since  1974  and  has  produced  such  artists  as: 

Graham  Greene  (Dances  With  Wolves,  Theunderheart  & Die  Hard  III) 

Gary  Farmer  (Pow  Wow  Highway,  Dead  Men  & Spirit  Bay) 

Tina  Louise  Bomberry  (CBC's  North  of  60) 

Billy  Merastry  (CBC's  Liberity  Street) 

August  Shellenburg  (Dances  With  Wolves,  Black  Robe) 

Denefer  Podemski  (CBC's  The  Rez  - Shown  on  FOX  in  the  USA,  Baby  Blues) 
So  the  only  question  it  Which  one  of  the  next  crop  of  Aboriginal  Stars 
will  you  be  able  to  say  you  met  before  they  were  a star? 


Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre 
260-401  Richmond  St.  W. 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 
M5V  1X3 

www. interlog.com/~cit . html 


Providing  North  America  with 
Aboriginal  actors,  playwrights 
and  directors  since  1974 


Date:  Fri,  19  Dul  1996  06:02:28  -0600 

From:  Dick  Pierce  <pathways@spot . Colorado . EDU> 

Sub j : AISES  Summer  Camp 

AISES  Summer  Environmental  Science  Camps 

AISES,  the  American  Indian  Science  & Engineering  Society,  headquartered 
in  Boulder  is  hoping  to  secure  funding  for  two  Summer  Camps  for 
Boulder/Denver  American  Indian  youth.  The  funding  has  come  through,  and 
our  two  one-week  camps  will  be  held  during  the  weeks  of  August  4th  and 
August  11th  (Sunday  PM  - Saturday  AM) . They  will  be  held  at  the  AISES 
Environmental  Institute  facility  SW  of  Denver  on  Rt.  #285  in  Shawnee,  CO 
(about  1 1/2  hours  from  downtown  Denver).  The  Institute  is  located  in 
the  Pike  National  Forest  and  accommodates  up  to  35  boys  and  girls  in 
two  dormitories;  meals  are  provided  in  the  kitchen/dining  hall.  There 
are  indoor  and  outdoor  classrooms,  a computer,  lab  a tipi  village, 
nature  trails  and  recreation  facilities.  Campers  will  need  to  bring  their 
own  bedding  and  pillows,  and  clothing  appropriate  for  temperatures  in 
the  high  80's  during  the  days,  and  in  the  mid-40's  during  the  evenings. 

The  two  sessions  will  be  identical  and  are  aimed  at  boys  and  girls  in 
grades  6-9.  There  will  be  an  emphasis  on  American  Indian  traditions, 
knowledge,  caring  for  the  Earth  and  careful  resource  management.  Part  of 
each  day  will  be  devoted  to:  team  building  exercises,  learning  about  the 
environment,  Indian  ways  of  conservation  and  recreational  activities  and 
projects.  There  is  no  charge  for  the  Camp  and  all  meals  and  lodging  will 
be  provided. 

Interested  students  can  call  or  write  Dick  Pierce  or  Susan  Savage  at 
AISES  (5661  Airport  Blvd.,  Boulder,  CO  80301,  TEL:  303-939-0023 
FAX:  (303)  939-8150).  Please  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  list  and  give 

them  the  following  information:  Name,  Address,  Telephone  Number,  Age, 
Grade,  School  and  Tribe;  Parent's  Names,  Address  & Phone,  if  different. 
Please  indicate  which  session  is  preferred,  - August  4th  or  August  11th. 
Selection  and  notification  of  students  will  be  made  as  quickly  as 
possible,  preferably  before  Duly  22nd,  1996. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 


The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Sandra  Hines  via  Linda  LeMonde  via  Ishgooda,  Allen  Gabriel,  Debra  Winchell 
Alice  McCombs,  Dohnie  Leverett ,Debra  Sanders,  Running  Waters,  Danet  Smith, 
Larry  Innes,  Mel  Yawakie,  Lynn  D.  Andrade,  Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr. 

Mohawk  Nation  Office  at  Kahnawake,  Lynne  Moss-Sharman(Press  Release), 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  — - 

Date:  Thu,  25  Duly  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Date:  Mon,  22  Dul  1996  14:35:40  -0600 

From:  gpsteenson@al.stthomas.edu  (Gregory  P.  Steenson  962-5200) 

Sub j : American  Indian  Issues  Symposium  (19-23  August,  St.  Paul,  MN) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
Duly  19,  1996 
(612)  962-5431 

CONTACT: 

Greg  Steenson 
(612)  962-5431 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  The  University  of  St.  Thomas  today  announced  the  first 
annual  American  Indian  Issues  Symposium,  a program  planned  in  conjunction 
with  members  of  American  Indian  communities.  The  symposium  will  be  held 
August  19-23,  1996  on  the  university's  St.  Paul  campus. 

The  week-long  symposium  is  intended  for  people  who  want  to  learn  about 
tribal  sovereignty  and  related  issues.  The  program  will  address  the  need 
for  Indians  and  non-Indians  to  understand  better  the  issues  facing  tribes 
in  Minnesota  and  surrounding  states. 

The  symposium  is  the  product  of  a collaborative  planning  process  with 
members  of  American  Indian  communities.  Dozens  of  Indians  and  non-Indians 
from  "grassroots"  individuals  to  policy  makers  contributed  to  program 
planning.  Planning  committee  members  include  representatives  from  the 
American  Indian  Research  and  Policy  Institute,  St.  Paul  Public  Schools 
Indian  Education  Programs,  Hamline  University,  the  Minnesota  Indian  Affair 
Council,  the  Ain  Dah  Yung  Shelter,  the  St.  Paul  Foundation,  the  University 
of  Minnesota  American  Indian  Studies  program  and  other  organizations. 

Participants  will  learn  about  Indian  legal  structures;  Indian  health, 
education,  and  welfare  rights;  Indian  leadership  development;  and  changing 
relationships  between  tribes  and  federal  and  state  entities.  While  all 
interested  persons  are  welcome  to  attend  the  symposium,  symposium  co-chair 
Dr.  Sally  Hunter  has  issued  special  invitations  to  tribal  leaders,  urban- 
and  reservation-based  elders  and  Indian  youth.  Public-policy  makers  and 
educators  from  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  North  and  South  Dakota  are  also 
welcome. 

"I  am  proud  of  St.  Thomas  and  of  the  many  American  Indian  leaders  and 
non-Indians  who  joined  with  the  university  to  make  this  symposium  possible 
said  Dr.  Hunter.  "This  symposium  will  benefit  both  Indian  people  and 
non-Indians.  We  are  excited  to  see  this  learning  opportunity  in  action 
this  August." 

For  information  on  program  content  and  symposium  registration,  contact 
Greg  Steenson  at  (612)  962-5431. 


Date:  Sun,  21  Dul  1996  12:29:35  -0700 

From:  jburrows@halcyon.com  (Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies) 
Sub j : SEMINAR:  Collapsing  States  and  Reemerging  Nations 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies 
FOURTH  WORLD  INSTITUTE 
Present 

A Seminar  in  Fourth  World  Geopolitics 
by  Dr.  Rudolph  C.  Ryser 
COLLAPSING  STATES  AND  REEMERGING  NATIONS: 

TERRORISM  AS  POLITICS  OR  CONSTRUCTING  A NEW  POLITICAL  ORDER 
(Continuing  Education  Units) 

Puerto  Vallarta,  Mexico 
January  4-11,  1997 
8 days,  7 nights 

WHO  IS  INVITED? 

International  Affairs  professionals  and  students.  Nation  and 
State  government  officials  in  foreign  affairs,  native 
administration,  international  policy  formulation  and 
diplomacy,  academics  concerned  with  geography,  anthropology, 
international  relations,  political  science,  sociology, 
government  administration  as  well  as  interdisciplinary 
researchers,  faculty  and  graduate  students. 

WHAT  IS  BEING  OFFERED? 

This  seminar  applies  a Fourth  World  geopolitical  analysis  of 
current  and  future  relations  between  the  world's  more  than 
6000  nations  and  192  states  and  poses  the  question:  Will 
states  necessarily  continue  to  collapse  and  go  bankrupt 
(i.e.,  USSR,  Yugoslavia,  Somalia,  Rwanda,  Liberia,  Burundi, 
Afghanistan)  in  part  as  a result  of  the  reemergence  of 
Fourth  World  nations,  and,  will  terrorism  continue  to 
develop  as  the  increasingly  common  method  of  political 
discourse  or  is  there  another  alternative  of  constructing  a 
new  international  political  order  based  on  a balance  between 
nations  and  states?  We  will  explore  terrorism  from  both  the 
state  and  nation  perspective  and  review  examples  of 
paramilitary  terrorism,  property  terrorism,  ecoterrorism, 
and  economic  terrorism.  We  will  define  terms  of  reference, 
define  reigning  and  emerging  paradigms  of  international 
relations,  and  culminate  with  an  analysis  of  new  forms  of 
political  relations  between  nations  and  between  nations  and 
states  in  the  international  political  order. 

Special  attention  is  paid  to  the  growing  conflicts  in  the 
United  states  and  Canada  involving  Indians  nations  and  the 
far  right-wing,  the  anti-environmental  movements  (Wise  Use 
Movement)  and  the  anti-Indian  movement;  and  other  conflicts 
including  the  Maya  in  Chiapas,  Mexico,  the  Chechens  and  the 
Federation  of  Russia,  the  Yanomami  and  Brazil,  the  Tibetans 
in  their  relations  with  China  and  the  conflict  between  Hutu 
and  Tutsi  for  control  of  the  African  states  of  Burundi  and 
Rwanda . 

We  will  examine  the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  progressive 
political  analysis  (right  and  left)  as  it  relates  to  nations 
and  state  relations,  the  role  of  trans-state  corporations 
and  religions  in  nation  and  state  conflicts,  address  the 
strengths  and  deficits  of  existing  international  bodies  such 
as  the  United  Nations,  the  Organization  for  Cooperation  and 
Security  in  Europe,  the  International  Labour  Organization, 
and  the  growing  role  played  by  non-governmental 
organizations  (NGO's)  in  the  formulation  of  new 
international  structures  and  domestic  state  and  nation  laws. 

The  on-site  location  in  a small  fishing  village  (Yelapa, 
population  1,500)  south  of  Puerto  Vallarta,  Mexico  serves  as 
a real-world  context  for  discussing  contemporary 


environmental,  political  and  economic  conflicts  between 
indigenous  peoples,  the  state  and  trans-state  interests. 

Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Ryser  participants  have  the 
opportunity  to  carry  out  research  through  observation  and 
analysis  in  the  Yelapa  community.  Participants  may  choose 
the  opportunity  to  (co)author  and  publish  their  findings  in 
the  Fourth  World  Journal,  a Center  for  World  Indigenous 
Studies  publication. 

ABOUT  THE  SEMINAR 

This  Seminar  is  limited  to  20  people,  and  is  designed  as  an 
intensive  learning  and  experiential  practicum  which  is  both 
structured  and  flexibly  responsive  to  the  academic  and 
professional  interests  of  the  participants. 

The  seminar  meets  for  four  hours,  Sunday  - Thursday,  with 
afternoons  spent  in  small-group  colloquy,  research, 
exploration,  and  leisure  activities  such  as  swimming,  trips 
to  waterfalls,  horseback-riding,  snorkeling  and  scuba 
diving.  A day-long  boat  trip  and  cook-out  to  islands 
inhabited  only  by  Booby  birds  offers  a stunning  culmination 
to  the  week.  Special  evening  activities  may  include  night 
walks  and  dancing  at  the  local  baile. 

Integrating  theory  with  practice,  this  seminar  proceeds  from 
a "whole  person"  paradigm  integrating  personal  experience 
with  the  subject  matter.  Participants  have  the  opportunity 
to  explore  through  simulation  games  their  own  nations 
heritage  in  order  to  understand  influences  on  their  current 
world  view,  explore  issues  of  ethics,  culture,  intellectual 
property  and  natural  resources  development.  Participants 
also  have  the  opportunity  to  have  a private  interviews  with 
Dr.  Ryser  regarding  their  own  research,  and  career 
aspirations . 

WHERE  IS  THE  SEMINAR  LOCATED? 

Yelapa,  a fishing  village  of  1500  people  located  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  of  Mexico,  17  miles  south  of  Puerto  Vallarta. 

It  is  accessible  only  by  boat  and  is  embraced  by  mountainous 
jungle  which  teems  with  varied  plant  and  animal  life.  Away 
from  cars  and  electricity,  the  village  offers  the  challenge 
and  adventure  of  tropical  living,  making  the  setting  an 
integral  part  of  the  Institute's  programs.  Participation 
requires  an  adventurous  spirit. 

INSTRUCTOR: 

Dr.  Rudolph  C.  Ryser  earned  a Ph.D.  in  International 
Relations  from  the  Union  Institute.  The  principal  architect 
of  the  discipline  of  Fourth  World  geopolitics.  Dr.  Ryser 
(Cowlitz  Indian  Tribe)  founded  the  Center  for  World 
Indigenous  Studies  in  1984  with  Grand  Chief  George  Manuel 
(Shuswap  Nation).  He  has  served  as  negotiations  advisor  to 
resolve  conflicts  between  indigenous  governments  and  states 
in  the  United  States,  Canada,  the  Russian  Federation, 
Nicaragua,  Australia  and  Indonesia.  His  research  focuses  on 
a wide  variety  of  topics  including  the  Anti-Indian  Movement 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  land  and  water  rights, 
political  sovereignty,  terrorism,  cultural  diversity  and 
environmental  issues  including  nuclear  waste  dumping  in  the 
Fourth  World. 

Early  in  his  career  Dr.  Ryser  served  in  a variety  of  public 
policy,  research,  economic  development  and  inter- 
governmental relations  posts  including  Executive  Director  of 
the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  the  Small  Tribes 
Organization  of  Western  Washington,  Special  Assistant  to  the 
President  of  the  World  Council  of  Indigenous  Peoples  and 
Specialist  on  Federal  Administration  of  Indian  Affairs  for 
the  American  Indian  Policy  Review  Commission. 


For  ten  years,  he  participated  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
U.N.  Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Populations  and  served  as 
the  Rapporteur  for  the  drafting  of  the  International 
Covenant  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Nations.  He  has 
addressed  policy  conferences  of  the  Quinault  Indian  Nation, 
Lummi  Indian  Nation,  Western  Shoshone,  National  Aboriginal 
Council  and  Treaty  Six  Chiefs,  and  has  lectured  at  the 
University  of  California  - Berkeley  and  The  Evergreen  State 
College.  He  is  the  author  of  4 books  and  more  than  50 
journal  articles  and  essay  contributions  to  anthologies. 

TUITION,  LODGING,  MEALS  AND  MATERIALS 
Housing  and  Food:  Double  occupancy  accommodations  are 
provided  in  beach-front  hotel  cabins  and  in  private  palapas 
(thatched-roof  houses)  framed  by  lush  bougainvillea,  visited 
by  emerald-headed  hummingbirds,  and  sun-looped  iguanas. 

Beds,  (hot)  running  water,  showers,  toilets,  and  pure 
drinking  water  are  provided.  Three  meals  a day  offering 
fresh  vegetarian,  seafood  and  Mexican  dishes  are  provided  by 
the  Institute  and  local  restaurants. 

Travel:  Puerto  Vallarta  may  be  reached  by  jet  from  all  major 
cities.  Airfare  ranges  from  $350  ($US)  to  $700  ($US)  round- 
trip. 

Fees:  $1375.00  ($US)  A non-refundable  deposit  of  $150.00  is 
due  100  days  prior  to  the  start  of  the  program.  Full  payment 
is  due  90  days  in  advance.  Upon  receipt  of  your  deposit  you 
will  receive  a comprehensive  packet  containing  a detailed 
itinerary,  schedule  and  seminar  materials.  Checks  payable  to 
C.W.I.S. 

Tuition,  course  materials,  housing  and  meals  at  the  seminar 
site  (single  supplement  $200.00  additional).  [Certain 
educational  and  professional  advancement  expenses  may  be  tax 
deductible  in  the  United  States.] 

SPONSORING  INSTITUTION 

The  Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies  is  an  Indian 
controlled  research  and  education  organization  dedicated  to 
the  advancement  of  indigenous  peoples'  ideas  and  knowledge. 
Founded  in  1984,  CWIS  elaborates  national  and  international 
policy  and  through  the  Fourth  World  Institute,  conducts 
continuing  education  seminars  and  workshops  in  Fourth  World 
Geopolitics,  health,  history,  philosophy,  human  ecology,  and 
development . 


For  an  Application  or  more  Information  contact: 

Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies 
Fourth  World  Institute 
P.0.  Box  1064 

Occidental,  CA  95465  U.S.A. 

707-869-3137 

E-mail:  <cwislka@wco . com> 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

John  Burrows,  Executive  Director  jburrows@halcyon . com  <or> 

Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies  The  Quarto  Mundista  BBS 

http://www.halcyon.com/FWDP/fwdp.html  FidoNet  1:352/333  360-786-9629 
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"RE : Native  Girl  Bludgeoned  to  Death"  

Date:  Sat,  20  Dul  1996  11:16:00  PDT 

From:  lsharman@microage-tb.com  (Lynne  Moss-Sharman) 

Sub j : Native  girl  bludgeoned  to  death  in  Manitoba 


Mailing  List: 


NATIVE- L (native-l@gnosys .svle.ma.us) 


NATIVE  GIRL  BLUDGEONED  TO  DEATH  IN  'COWARDOUS'  ACT 
Rossburn,  Manitoba  (Canadian  Press)  Duly  19,  1996 

A 14  year  old  girl  whose  partially  clad  body  was  found  near  the  fairgrounds 
of  this  west-central  community  was  likely  bludgeoned  to  death,  police  said 
Thursday.  "It  appears  to  be  a violent  struggle  and  she  appears  to  have 
perhaps  been  bludgeoned  to  death,"  said  RCMP  Sgt.  Gerry  Dennings.  "It's  a 
very  violent  and  cowardous  act."  AMANDA  DANE  COOK  was  last  seen  near  the 
fairgrounds  Saturday  night,  where  she  was  attending  a carnival  with  her 
family.  A search  with  RCMP  and  volunteers  ended  Wednesday  with  the 
discovery  of  her  body  in  a heavily  wooded  area  about  500  metres  west  of  the 
rural  fairground.  Volunteer  searchers  said  the  body  was  naked  from  the 
waist  down. 

**Note : DISCOVERY  OF  DEAD  GIRL  SHOCKS  COMMUNITY 
Rossburn,  Manitoba  (Canadian  Press)  Duly  18,  1996 

The  discovery  of  a dead  14  year  old  aboriginal  girl  Wednesday  has  left 
residents  of  a small  west-central  Manitoba  community  scared  and  confused. 
Amanda  Dane  Cook's  body  was  found  Wednesday  morning  lying  in  tall  grass 
about  20  steps  away  from  an  abandoned  rail  track.  It  was  about  a block  away 
from  where  she  was  last  seen  at  a carnival  Saturday  night  with  her  family. 
Police  had  previously  said  they  didn't  believe  foul  play  was  involved.  Now 
they  say  they  have  a murder  investigation  on  their  hands.  They  say  they  have 
no  suspects.  Homicide  investigators  from  Brandon  and  Manitoba  are  working 
on  the  case. 

"RE : Chief  Leon  Shenandoah,  Sr.  Passes  Away"  — 

Date:  Tue,  23  Dul  1996  10:43:21  -0400 
From:  mnation@axess.com 

Sub j : Atotarho  of  the  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Atotarho  of  the  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy 

Chief  Leon  Shenandoah,  Sr.  Passes  Away 
The  Atotarho,  the  firekeeper  of  the  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy,  is 
considered  the  chiefs  of  chiefs.  The  Confederacy  consists  of  the 
Mohawks,  Onondagas,  Cayugas,  Oneidas,  Senecas  and  Tuscaroras.  Leon 
Shenandoah,  81  years  of  age,  was  chosen  in  1969  and  held  the  position 
for  28  years.  He  passed  away  on  Monday  Duly  22  at  7:20  a.m. 

The  Great  Law  of  Peace,  the  constitution  of  the  Confederacy  states: 

'The  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy  shall  be  mentors  of 
the  people  for  all  time.  The  Thickness  of  their  skin  shall  be  seven 
spans  thick,  their  hearts  shall  be  full  of  peace  and  goodwill,  and  their 
minds  filled  with  yearning  for  the  people  of  the  Confederacy.  With 
endless  patience  they  shall  carry  out  their  duty  and  all  their  words  and 
actions  shall  be  marked  by  calm  deliberation.'  This  is  the  true  spirit 
of  North  America  - equality,  democracy,  honour  and  respect  for  the  power 
of  the  people.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Confederacy  at  this 
time  to  continue  to  be  vigilant  in  protecting  all  Indigenous  people  in 
North  America. 

The  Atotarho  will  be  interred  at  the  Longhouse  in  Onondaga  Nation 
Territory  near  Syracuse  New  York,  and  will  be  buried  on  Wednesday,  Duly 
24,  1996  at  10  a.m.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  children,  many 
grandchildren  and  great  grandchildren . 

"RE;  Call  to  Minnesota  Anishinabe"  

Date:  Sun,  21  Dul  1996  05:07:01  GMT 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eagle-rock) 

Sub j : Call  to  Action  of  Minn.  Anishinabe 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


We  have  received  permission  from  Bill  Lawrence,  publisher  of  the  Native 
American  Press/Ojibwe  News,  and  reporters,  Deff  Armstrong  of  Bemidji  and 


Gary  Blair  of  Blaine  and  Leech  Lake  activist  Roxanne  LaRose  to  post 
articles  relating  to  the  leadership  crisis  taking  place  in  the  Minnesota 
Chippewa  Tribe. 

Duly  19,  1998  Native  American  Press/Ojibwe  News 
Mobilize  for  next  TEC  meeting 

"The  first  element  of  sovereignty,  and  the  last  which  may  survive 
successive  statutory  limitations  of  Indian  tribal  power,  is  the  power  of 
the  tribe  to  determine  and  define  its  own  form  of  government.  Such  power 
includes  the  right  to  define  the  powers  and  duties  of  its  officials,  the 
manner  of  their  appointment  or  election,  the  manner  of  their  removal,  the 
rules  they  are  to  observe  in  their  capacity  as  officials,  and  the  forms 
and  procedures  which  are  to  attest  the  authoritative  character  of  acts 
done  in  the  name  of  the  tribe."  — excerpt  from  Felix  Cohen's  handbook  of 
Federal  Indian  Law. 

Since  the  tribal  elections.  Leech  Lake  Reservation  residents  have  had 
the  opportunity  to,  under  authority  of  a new  chairman,  Eli  Flunt,  attend 
and  speak  at  meetings  of  the  Reservation  Business  Committee.  Recent 
issues  being  discussed  are  the  felony  convictions  of  certain  RBC  members 
and  the  termination  of  certain  top  administration  employees. 

Even  though  the  tribal  members  at  the  RBC  meetings  numbered  in  the 
hundreds,  and  were  unanimous  in  support  of  these  decisions  made  by  the  new 
chairman,  the  four  incumbent  RBC  members  failed  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of 
the  people  they  are  supposed  to  represent  and  have  since  acted  against  the 
chairman  in  carrying  out  his  promise  to  the  people  of  having  an  honest  and 
open  government. 

The  main  problem  is  that  tribal  people  cannot  broaden  our  government  or 
make  the  necessary  changes  unless  we  get  rid  of  the  present  IRA  tribal 
constitution.  To  do  this,  we  must  come  together  as  a nation,  with  the 
involvement  of  all  six  reservations. 

In  the  election  protest  at  White  Earth,  the  Tribal  Executive  Committee 
has  taken  the  position  of  supporting  the  incumbents  of  the  Reservation 
Business  Committee  and  not  recognizing  the  new  chairman.  Also,  this 
tribal  committee  has  taken  it  upon  themselves  to  say  that  only  they  can 
interpret  the  constitution  to  mean  whatever  they  need  it  to  mean  to  keep 
the  people  separated  ion  the  six  reservations.  All  six  reservations  and 
all  tribal  people  who  vote  absentee  must  come  together  to  question  this 
Tribal  Executive  Committee.  Where  did  they  get  full  governing  authority? 
Flave  the  people  ever  amended  the  constitution  to  authorize  this? 

Now,  in  fact,  we  not  only  have  convicted  felons  acting  in  official 
capacity  on  our  RBC's  in  Leech  Lake  and  White  Earth,  but  we  also  have 
these  same  convicted  felons  sitting  on  the  Tribal  Executive  Committee, 
claiming  only  they  can  interpret  the  tribal  constitution. 

If  tribal  members  everywhere  care  anything  about  the  future  of  our 
people  and  the  status  of  our  nation,  resolve  the  convicted  felons  from  the 
Tribal  Executive  Committee,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  TEC  members  for 
failing  to  act  against  those  convicted  of  crimes  against  the  people.  This 
Tribal  Executive  Committee  and  their  attorneys  with  all  their  legal  tricks 
of  the  trade  have  made  this  present  constitution  useless  as  far  as 
protecting  the  rights  and  sovereignty  of  our  people. 

In  fact,  the  TEC  is  involved  in  a conspiracy  to  deny  the  Anishanaabe 
nation  our  inherent  right  to  self-government.  Our  grandfathers  signed 
treaties  to  insure  these  rights.  This  TEC/RBC,  and  all  who  aided  and 
abetted  them,  must  be  held  liable  for  their  acts. 

Now  is  where  the  people  of  our  nation  can  demand  that  the  federal 
government  uphold  their  "trust  responsibility"  and  deal  with  these 
individuals . 

There  are  federal  laws  in  place  to  protect  our  inherent  rights/treaties . 
The  federal  government  does  have  an  obligation  to  protect  our  treat  rights, 
so  the  TEC  should  be  dealt  with  for  acting  beyond  the  scope  of  their 
authorities  under  the  present  constitution. 

The  Tribal  Executive  Committee  and  its  RBC's  have  been  denying  our 
inherent  and  treaty  rights.  They  have  violated  federal  laws  put  in  place 
to  protect  these  rights.  Tribal  members  everywhere  must  be  informed  and 
allowed  to  have  input  into  restoring  our  national  status  and  developing  a 


better  government  for  all  of  us. 

Please,  tribal  people,  attend  the  upcoming  TEC  meeting;  our  future 
depends  on  it.  We  must  choose  between  rebuilding  our  nation  or  allowing 
the  TEC  to  lead  us  into  termination.  The  TEC  and  its  complicity 
administration  has  not  announced  the  date  of  the  next  meeting,  which  they 
will  likely  keep  secret  as  long  as  possible.  Call  tribal  administrator 
Gary  Frazer  today,  and  keep  calling  until  he  discloses  the  date  of  the 
next  TEC  meeting. 

Gary  Frazer  218/335-8581;  fax  no.  218/335-6562 
Roxeanne  LaRose 
PO  Box  604 

Cass  Lake,  MN  56633 

Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

— "RE:  Fond  du  Lac  RBC  Defies  Constitution"  

Date:  Sat,  20  3ul  1996  23:12:39  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eagle-rock) 

Sub  j : Fond  du  Lac  RBC  defies  constitution 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

We  have  received  permission  from  Bill  Lawrence,  publisher  of  the  Native 
American  Press/Ojibwe  News,  and  reporters,  3eff  Armstrong  of  Bemidji  and 
Gary  Blair  of  Blaine  to  post  articles  relating  to  the  leadership  crisis 
taking  place  in  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe. 

Duly  19,  1998  Native  American  Press/Ojibwe  News 
Fond  du  Lac  RBC  defies  constitution  to  block  referendum  vote 
By  Deff  Armstrong 
**  annotated 

In  a move  which  could  have  repercussions  throughout  the  six-reservation 
Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe,  Fond  du  Lac's  Reservation  Business  Committee 
last  week  refused  to  recognize  a petition  to  compel  a reservation  vote  on 
the  RBC's  planned  construction  of  a $9-15  million  administration  building. 

Submitted  Duly  3 and  signed  by  269  resident  eligible  voters,  the 
petition  would  require  that  any  RBC  expenditure  of  $400,000  or  more  first 
be  approved  by  a referendum  vote  of  the  Fond  du  Lac  members.  While  not 
disputing  the  fact  that  the  number  of  signatures  exceeds  the 
constitutional  requirement  of  "20%  of  resident  voters  of  the  reservation," 
the  RBC  denied  the  petition,  which  it  claimed  "would  bring  all  activity  on 
the  Fond  du  Lac  Reservation .. .to  a standstill." 

The  RBC  said  such  a move  toward  democratization  could  jeopardize  annual 
per-capita  payments,  a statement  which  opponents  called  a thinly-veiled 
threat.  [**  Fond  du  Lac  Band  is  the  only  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe  band 
that  pays  per  capita  payments  from  casino  profits.] 

Defending  the  action  in  a Duly  11  letter  to  reservation  members,  the 
five  RBC  members  wrote,  "It  is  not  a reasonable  understanding  of  the 
Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe  Constitution  that  Article  XIV  would  enable  269 
out  of  over  3500  members  of  the  Fond  du  Lac  Band  to  stop  the  Band  from 
operating. 

But  Fond  du  Lac  member  Kelly  Smith,  who  single  handedly  obtained  the 
petition  signatures,  said  the  RBC  is  flouting  the  constitution  in  order  to 
bar  popular  participation  in  allocating  the  reservation ' s wealth.  "The 
more  money  that  comes  in,  the  more  they  want  to  keep  it  closed  so  we  don't 
have  any  say  in  how  it's  spent,  said  the  29-year-old  Smith. 

"Right  now,  five  people  are  making  the  decisions  for  4,000  people.  I 
don't  think  five  people  can  do  that  and  be  fair,"  Smith  said. 

In  fact,  269  eligible  voters  constitutes  at  least  a quarter  of 
reservation  adults,  1/3  of  Fond  du  Lac's  resident  voters  in  1996,  and  more 


than  the  total  number  of  votes  that  RBc  incumbent  Clifton  Rabideaux 
received  to  claim  reelection  this  year  as  representative  of  the  largest 
Fond  du  Lac  district.  Chairman  Sonny  Peacock  obtained  305  on-reservation 
votes  this  year  while  winning  by  a 2-1  margin. 

RBC  officials  could  not  be  reached  for  comment,  but  their  letter  argues 
that  a previously  unknown  1995  constitutional  interpretation  by  the  MCT's 
Tribal  Executive  Committee  [**  chaired  for  many  years  by  former  White 
Earth  Tribal  Chairman  Darrell  'Chip'  Wadena  and  including  as  voting 
members,  Alfred  'Tig'  Pemberton,  Dan  Brown  of  Leech  Lake]  - apparently  its 
ninth  of  that  year  alone  - severely  restricts  the  referendum  process. 

Among  other  provision,  the  TEC  resolution  "interprets"  the  constitution's 
"enacted  or  proposed  resolution  or  ordinance"  to  mean  resolutions  or 
ordinances...  which  have  been  finally  enacted."  In  other  words,  thribal 
members  could  petition  for  a referendum  on  RBC  actions  only  after  the  fact. 

But  it  does  not  stop  there.  Constitutional  Interpretation  #95-9  also 
refused  to  acknowledge  referendum  petitions  on  "administrative  and 
executive  power  of  the  committe,"  "emergency  enactments  passed  for  the 
preservation  of  the  public  peace,  health,  and  safety, ' and  "appropriations 
necessary  for  the  expenses,  maintenance,  and  support  of  the  reservation 
governments  and  its  institutions." 

Such  an  interpretation  could  be  cited  to  thwart  virtually  any  petition 
for  a referendum,  especially  in  light  of  the  tribal  governments'  limitless 
--  and  quite  creative  --  interpretive  powers.  There  are  no  provisions  for 
overturning  constitutional  interpretations,  since  the  authority  to 
interpret  the  constitution  is  not  granted  to  the  tribal  government  in 
that  document.  The  TEC  unilaterally  assumed  such  power  in  1980  through  a 
constitutional  interpretation  which  it  retroactively  gave  itself  the 
authority  to  issue. 

Smith  said  he  will  seek  a federal  injunction  to  stop  construction  on  the 
the  tribal  offices.  In  addition,  he  may  bring  the  issue  to  the  upcoming 
TEC  meeting.  But  he  has  no  intention  of  appealing  the  ruling  to  Fond  du 
Lac's  tribal  court  "How  can  you  win  in  tribal  court  when  they  fire  the 
judge  if  they  rule  in  your  favor?"  asked  Smith. 

Twice  in  the  last  year,  the  Fond  du  Lac  business  committee  ignored 
petitions  for  special  RBC  meetings  under  the  reservation ' s by-laws,  and  it 
recently  changed  the  bylaws  to  allow  only  the  RBC  to  call  such  meetings. 

Smith  said  Fond  du  Lac's  governing  body  has  attempted  to  stifle  any 
input  from  members  since  they  voted  down  a 1989  referendum  on  an  agreement 
with  the  state  to  accept  cash  payments  in  return  for  foregoing  the 
exercise  of  treating  hunting  and  fishing  rights. 

"The  only  right  that  we  got  to  participate,  they  say,  is  the  right  to 
vote,  and  people  are  getting  more  and  more  distrustful  of  the  elections," 
said  Smith.  "There's  a lot  of  crooked  stuff  going  on  here." 

Bernard  I.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"RE:  Dine'  Call  for  Support"  

Date:  Fri,  19  3ul  1996  10:59:55  -0700 

From:  sdn@primenet.com  (Sovereign  Dine'  Nation) 

Sub j : Sovereign  Dine'  Nation  Web  page  - call  for  support 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[Editorial  Note:  Like  Gary  Trujillo  of  NativeNet,  I regret 
there  has  not  been  more  response  from  the  Hopi.  If  there 
is  to  be  balance  there  must  be  opportunity  to  see  all  views.] 

[ Due  to  the  fact  that  NativeNet  is  not  presently  in  a position  to  present 
both  sides  of  this  apparent  conflict  between  Navajo  (Dine')  and  Hopi 
peoples,  those  interested  in  getting  the  perspective  of  this  organization 
are  referred  to  the  Web  site  referred  to  in  this  announcement,  where  the 
full  (>500  line)  text  of  this  article  can  be  found.  Regular  bulletins 
on  the  ongoing  dispute  are  available  at  that  Web  site.  Perhaps  at  some 


future  date  it  will  be  possible  to  sponsor  a dialogue  that  permits  both 
sides  to  air  their  views  on  the  situation. --Gary  (gst@gnosys . svle. ma . us)  ] 

SOVEREIGN  DINE'  NATION  (SDN)  ACTION  ALERT  AND  CALL  TO  ACTION  July  17,  1996 

We  are  happy  to  announce  our  new  Sovereign  Dine'  Nation  (SDN)  homepage. 

Our  home  page  address  is  http://www.primenet.com/~sdn/ 

Our  e-mail  address  is  sdn@primenet.com  You  can  call  us  at 
520/522-8683 

WHAT  IS  SDN?  To  strengthen  our  resistance,  residents  have  united  under 
Sovereign  Dine'  Nation  (SDN),  an  organization  begun  years  ago.  Roberta 
Blackgoat  is  the  Chairperson.  SDN  represents  a loose  affiliation  of  Big 
Mountain  Sovereign  Dine'  Nation,  Mosquito  Springs  Sovereign  Dine'  Nation 
and  Cactus  Valley  / Red  Willow  Spring  Sovereign  Communities.  Please 
support  the  Dine'  resistance  and  read  what  is  happening  on  the  new  SDN 
home  page. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO  TO  HELP:  August  2,  1996  is  the  end  of  the  104th  Session 

of  Congress.  There  are  only  24  days  left.  The  Senate  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  is  currently  drafting  legislation  to  vote  on  passage  to  extend  the 
term  of  the  lease  length  portion  of  the  proposed  Accommodation  Agreement 
from  25  years  to  75  years.  Then  it  may  go  to  the  House.  This  is  the  time 
that  legislation  is  hastily  drafted  and  voted  upon  without  due  consideration 
of  effects  cause  by  passage. 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NativeLit-L,  & NATIVE-L  listservers; 
Newsgroups : rec . arts . books . reviews , rec . arts . books, alt . books . reviews, 
ape . indig. Canada, soc . culture . native, alt . native;  UUCP  & genie  email 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  , don. rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"The  Indians  were  religious  from  the  first  moments  of  life.  From  the 
moment  of  the  mother's  recognition  that  she  had  conceived  to  the  end  of 
the  child's  second  year  of  life,  which  was  the  ordinary  duration  of 
lactation,  it  was  supposed  by  us  that  the  mother's  spiritual  influence 
was  supremely  important." 

"Her  attitude  and  secret  meditations  must  be  such  as  to  instill  into 
the  receptive  soul  of  the  unborn  child  the  love  of  the  Great  Mystery  and 
a sense  of  connectedness  with  all  creation.  Silence  and  isolation  are 
the  rule  of  life  for  the  expectant  mother." 

"She  wanders  prayerful  in  the  stillness  of  great  woods  or  on  the  bosom 
of  the  untrodden  prairie,  and  to  her  poetic  mind  the  imminent  birth  of 
her  child  prefigures  the  advent  of  a hero  --  a thought  conceived  in  the 
virgin  breast  of  primeval  nature  and  dreamed  out  in  a hush  that  is  broken 
only  by  the  sighing  of  the  pine  tree  or  the  thrilling  orchestra  of  a 
distant  waterfall." 

"And  when  the  day  of  days  in  her  life  dawns  --  the  day  in  which  there 
is  to  be  a new  life,  the  miracle  of  whose  making  has  been  entrusted  to 
her  --  she  seeks  no  human  aid.  She  has  been  trained  and  prepared  in 
body  and  mind  for  this,  her  holiest  duty,  ever  since  she  can  remember." 


Childbirth  is  best  met  alone,  where  no  curious  embarrass  her,  where 
all  nature  says  to  her  spirit:  'It's  love!  It's  love!  The  fulfilling  of 
life!'  When  a sacred  voice  comes  to  her  out  of  the  silence  and  a pair  of 
eyes  open  upon  her  in  the  wilderness,  she  knows  with  joy  that  she  has 
borne  well  her  part  in  the  great  song  of  creation!" 

Presently,  she  returns  to  the  camp  carrying  the  mysterious,  the  holy, 
the  dearest  bundle!  She  feels  the  endearing  warmth  of  it  and  hears  its 
soft  breathing.  It  is  still  a part  of  herself,  since  both  are  nourished 
by  the  same  mouthful,  and  no  look  of  a lover  could  be  sweeter  than  its 
deep,  trusting  gaze." 

She  continues  her  spiritual  teaching,  at  first  silently  --  a mere 
pointing  of  the  index  finger  to  nature  --  then  in  whispered  songs, 
bird-like,  at  morning  and  evening.  To  her  and  to  the  child,  the  birds 
are  real  people  who  live  very  close  to  the  Great  Mystery;  the  murmuring 
trees  breathe  its  presence;  the  falling  waters  chant  its  praise." 

If  the  child  should  chance  to  be  fretful,  the  mother  raises  her  hand. 
'Hush!  Hush!',  she  cautions  it  tenderly,  'The  spirits  may  be  disturbed!' 
She  bids  it  to  be  still  and  listen  --  listen  to  the  silver  voice  of  the 
aspen  or  the  clashing  cymbals  of  the  birch;  and  at  night  she  points  to 
the  heavenly  blazed  trail  through  nature's  galaxy  of  splendor  to 
nature's  God.  Silence,  love,  reverence  --  this  is  the  trinity  of  first 
lessons,  and  to  these  she  later  adds  generosity,  courage  and  chastity." 

_ Charles  Alexander  Eastman  (Ohiyesa),  Santee 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

We  went  to  a gathering  this  past  weekend  that  was  very  much  a disaster. 

The  winds  and  torrential  rains  were  challenge  enough  to  the  spirits  of 

the  dancers  and  vendors.  Far  worse  was  the  attitude  of  the  promoter.  I am 

not  speaking  of  the  good  woman  who  had  taken  on  the  task  of  managing  the 

Native  American  Gathering  that  was  only  part  of  a greater  spectacle,  and 

spectacle  is  the  word.  She  did  everything  she  could  to  bring  the  rest  of 
us  comfort.  I am  speaking  of  the  "event"  promoter,  a land  developer,  who 
had  this  grand  plan  to  rake  in  some  money  from  the  Olympics  crowd. 

Next  to  the  Native  gathering  he  had  wisely  placed  a "kiddie  land"  and 
food  court.  On  the  other  side  he  had  arranged  for  a Civil  War  Re-enactment, 
complete  with  cannon  fire.  Most  important  to  his  grand  scheme  was  a tidy 
little  Indian  Village  in  the  midst  of  all  this  chaos  that  I suspect  he 
visualized  as  the  scene  in  "Dances  with  Wolves"  of  the  encampment  by  the 
river . 

When  this  beautiful  vision  didn't  spring  to  life,  he  became  verbally 
abusive,  and  endeavored  to  add  to  the  misery  of  the  storms  in  every  way 
possible . 

Two  weeks  before  we  had  been  at  a gathering  coordinated  entirely  by 
Native  Americans,  with  blanket  sales  and  the  warm  friendship  of  all. 

We  did  leave  both  with  new  friends,  for  which  we  give  thanks.  We  also 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


left  the  one  this  past  weekend  with  a strong  lesson  about  circles. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Penticton  Support  for  Cheslatta  - Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Counselor  Faces  Nepotism  Barrier  - Unethical  Research  at  Voisey's  Bay 

- Helping  Children  - PBI-NAP:  Barriere  Lake,  Ipperwash 

- False  Patriotism  Fosters  Incivility  - Crisis  at  IAIA 

- The  Great  Lie  - Lubicon:  Unocal  vs  Aboriginal  Rights 

- Voisey  Bay  Roadshow 

- Children's  Recipes 

- An  Opportunity 

- Review:  Tales  of  Burning  Love 

- Poem:  Blood  Quantum 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Penticton  Support  for  Cheslatta"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Dul  1996  10:27:34  GMT 
From:  odonnels@ccmail . dcu . ie 

Sub j : Penticton  Band  Statement  of  Support  for  Cheslatta 

Newsgroups : a pc. indig. Canada, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

Author:  impulse@islandnet.com  (Peter  Ronald) 

Date:  12/07/96  07:21 

Penticton  Indian  Band 
R.R.#2,  Site  80  Comp  19 
Penticton,  British  Columbia  V2A  637 
Tel:  604-493-0048 
Fax:  604-493-2882 

PRESS  STATEMENT 
Duly  10,  1996 

The  Penticton  Band  is  deeply  angered  and  offended  by  the  Provincial 
government's  persistent  efforts  to  flagrantly  undermine  and  willfully 
violate  the  aboriginal  rights  of  the  people  of  the  Cheslatta  Band. 

The  Cheslatta  Band  takes  the  position  that  a comprehensive,  credible  and 
mutually  acceptable  environmental  impact  study  is  essential  and  necessary  to 
determine  what  will  be  the  cumulative,  present  and  future  environmental 
impact  of  the  Huckleberry  mine  on  the  water  systems  and  wildlife  within 
their  traditional  territory.  Accordingly,  the  Cheslatta  Band  is  not  prepared 
to  cease  and  desist  in  their  efforts  to  oppose  any  further  development  of 
the  Huckleberry  mine  property,  until  such  time  as  a credible  environmental 
impact  study  is  agreed  to  and  undertaken  by  both  the  mine  and  the 
appropriate  Provincial  and  Federal  government  ministries. 

In  the  event  that  the  Cheslatta  Band  decides  it  is  necessary  to  initiate  a 
more  aggressive  strategy,  which  reflects  a campaign  of  "direct  action 
tactics",  to  halt  the  construction  of  the  Huckleberry  mine  project,  the 
Penticton  Indian  Band  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  serve  notice  on 
the  Clark  government  that  it  is  prepared  to  offer  its  full,  complete  and 
"unconditional"  support  to  the  people  and  leadership  of  the  Cheslatta  Band. 

The  nature  of  the  Penticton  Band's  involvement  shall  be  determined  by  the 
leadership  of  the  Cheslatta  Band.  It  must  be  clearly  understood  that  we  are 
fully  prepared  to  undertake  whatever  actions  are  necessary  to  assist  the 


Cheslatta  people  in  their  struggle  to  effectively  protect  their  aboriginal 
rights  and  the  environment  within  their  homeland. 

The  Cheslatta  people  are  not  alone!!  We  are  committed  to  stand  on  the  front 
lines  alongside  our  relatives  to  the  north.  We  shall  not  stand  idly  by  and 
allow  the  arrogant  hypocrisy  of  the  Clark  government  to  go  unchallenged. 


Peter  Ronald 
impulse@islandnet . com 
Vox:  604.361-2610 
Fax:  604-361-3682 

- "RE:  Counselor  Faces  Nepotism  Barrier"  

Date:  Sat,  27  Jul  1996  09:05:40  +0000 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : FYI:  Prospective  tribal  counselor  faces  nepotism  barrier 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  following  article  was  published  Duly  26,  1996  in  the  Muskogee  Daily 
Phoenix.  It  was  written  by  Phoenix  staff  writer  . 

"TAHLEQUAH-Tina  Glory  won  preliminary  approval  Thursday  from  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Tribal  Council's  Rules  Committee  to  fill  a vacancy  on  the 
council  created  by  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mige. 

But  Councilor  Barbara  Starr  Scott  and  others  are  contesting  her 
appointment  because  of  tribal  nepotism  rules.  The  appointment  must  be 
ratified  by  the  full  council  in  its  August  meeting. 

Glory's  daughter,  Tina  Glory  Iordan,  is  the  tribe's  district  judge  and 
the  attorney  for  the  tribe's  Arkansas  Riverbed  Authority.  The  Cherokee 
Nation  Constitution  prohibits  children  of  a council  member  from  being 
employed  "in  any  capacity"  by  the  tribe. 

Tina  Glory  Dordan  works  with  the  tribe  through  contracts.  Tribal 
attorney  Dim  Wilcoxen  told  the  Rules  Committee  Thursday  night  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  employment  contracts  do  not  make  her  a tribal  employee. 

Starr  Scott,  of  Day,  asked  that  Wilcoxen  give  her  that  opinion  in 
writing  today  so  she  could  present  it  to  the  tribe's  highest  court,  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal,  for  a final  determination. 

Tina  Glory  received  the  needed  seven  majority  votes  when  the  13 
councilors  attending  the  meeting  voted  by  secret  ballot.  Wilcoxen  had 
recommended  the  vote  be  taken  on  secret  ballot. 

Minutes  earlier,  the  committee  voted  7-6  to  take  a secret  ballot  on  Tina 
Glory's  appointment.  David  Cornsilk,  editor  of  the  Cherokee  Observer 
newspaper,  had  questioned  by  what  authority  the  council  members  planned 
to  vote  by  secret  ballot. 

Mige  Glory  had  represented  the  Tahlequah  District,  and  his  replacement 
also  must  be  from  that  district.  Before  he  died  in  May  from  cancer,  he 
had  requested  and  received  the  commitment  of  10  council  members  to 
appoint  his  wife  to  the  council  in  his  place.  Councilor  Bill  Baker  of 
Tahlequah  said. 

Starr  Scott  said  she  opposes  conducting  the  tribe's  business  in  private 
but  voted  for  the  secret  ballot  in  this  instance  hoping  that  it  would 
help  some  councilors  vote  their  conscience  instead  of  keeping  that  pledge. 

She  said  she  believes  the  only  reason  council  members'  children  are 
given  contracts  is  to  skirt  the  law  that  prevents  them  from  being  hired 
as  regular  employees.  It's  the  same  thing,  she  said. 

Tina  Glory  Dordan  presents  the  district  court  budget  to  the  Cherokee 
Nation  council,  and  if  budgets  have  to  be  cut,  it  would  be  tough  for 
Glory  to  vote  on  whether  to  cut  her  own  child's  funding,  Starr  Scott  said. 

Dess  Bryant,  whose  sister  is  a tribal  employee,  withdrew  his  name  from 
nomination  for  the  vacant  council  seat  Thursday  night.  Fie  told  the 
committee:  "I  think  it's  time  we  started  obeying  the  intent  and  spirit 
of  the  law,  if  not  the  actual  wording.  We  have  been  trying  to  skirt  or 
circumvent  the  law  with  technicalities  far  too  long,  and  it's  time  to  do 
something  about  it  now.  The  elected  offices  of  chief,  deputy  chief  and 
the  council  should  be  above  reproach.  They  should  set  the  example 


instead  of  always  having  to  defend  their  actions  with  the  technicalities 
in  the  law."  His  statement  prompted  loud  applause  from  more  than  50 
Cherokee  attending  the  committee  meeting. 

Wilcoxen  agreed  with  Starr  Scott  that  a written  opinion  from  the 
tribunal  "should  resolve  the  [nepotism  issue]  once  and  for  all." 

Tina  Glory  did  not  address  the  issue,  but  said  she  would  do  her  best. 

After  the  meeting.  Baker  praised  Tina  Glory's  abilities  and  said:  "I 
thinks  we  done  good." 

Andy  Dreadfulwater  of  Tahlequah,  a tribal  employee,  said  after  the 
meeting  that  the  Cherokee  Constitution  gives  the  council  authority  to 
select  a council  replacement.  "But  that  strikes  at  the  foundation  of 
democracy  by  disallowing  tribal  members  to  have  input  in  the  selection  of 
our  representatives,"  Dreadfulwater  said.  " I would  have  like  to  have 
seen  a special  election."  He  said  he  favors  an  amendment  to  the  Cherokee 
constitution  to  provide  for  special  elections  in  such  instances. 

Meanwhile,  Tina  Glory  will  have  to  pick  up  the  support  of  one  more 
councilor  before  the  August  council  meeting  in  order  for  her  appointment 
to  be  ratified.  She  will  need  the  support  of  eight  of  the  14  council 
members.  One  council  member,  Don  Crittendon  of  Tahlequah,  left 
Thursday's  meeting  before  the  vote  because  he  thought  the  committee 
planned  to  vote  only  on  the  procedure  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Starr  Scott  said  she  expects  the  Tribunal  to  rule  on  the  nepotism  issue 
before  the  August  meeting. 

Posted  Courtesy  of:  THE  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER,  your  only  independent 
Cherokee  newspaper.  Cherokees--Keep  in  touch  with  what's  going 
on- -SUBSCRIBE  TODAY. 

"RE : Helping  Children"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Dul  1996  19:02:42  -0400 
From:  WoodOwl@aol.com 

Sub j : Walking  the  walk,  and  helping  children 

++++++++  Walking  the  walk,  and  helping  children  ++++++++ 

John  Sun  Eagle  and  his  wife  Sharon  (Gentle  Wind)  live  on  the  Mattaponi 
Indian  Reservation  in  King  William  County,  Virginia,  where  they  try  their 
best  to  follow  a traditional  path,  a path  not  always  understood  by  the 
other  (mostly  Baptist)  residents  of  the  reservation.  Although  they  have  no 
telephone  or  regular  source  of  income,  their  small  house,  built  with  the 
help  of  volunteers,  is  a gathering  place  for  people  seeking  spiritual  help, 
good  company,  or  an  atmosphere  of  peace. 

One  of  the  projects  Dohn  and  Sharon  have  taken  on  to  help  the  People  is 
the  organization  of  an  informal  "adopt-a-reservation-child"  program,  in 
which  sponsors  make  an  annual  commitment  to  support  one  child  on  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation  with  letters,  clothing,  birthday  and  holiday  presents, 
school  supplies  and  friendship.  They  are  always  in  need  of  sponsors  as  well 
as  general  support  for  this  project. 

If  you  would  be  interested  in  joining  or  supporting  this  program,  you  can 
contact  Dohn  and  Sharon  Sun  Eagle  at  Route  2,  Box  624,  Mattaponi  Indian 
Reservation,  West  Point,  VA  23181.  Please  enclose  a stamped  self-addressed 
envelope  if  you  want  the  name  and  address  of  a child,  along  with  information 
on  what  to  do  regarding  your  "adoption". 

If  you  prefer  to  make  direct  donations  of  new  clothes  or  school  supplies 
to  the  children,  parcels  and  letters  may  be  sent  to  the  following  addresses: 

Rebecca  Dumping  Eagle 
P.O.  Box  42 
Manderson,  SD,  57756 
605-867-1939 

Rebecca  is  the  matriarch  of  a large  clan,  and  has  over  60  grandchildren 
and  great-grandchildren.  She  makes  star  quilts,  and  can  always  use  sewing 
supplies  or  good  quality  cotton  cloth  (like  sheets),  especially  in  solid 
colors  and  calicos. 


Roberta  Spencer 
P.0.  Box  86 
Manderson,  SD  57756 

Roberta  is  Rebecca's  daughter  and  has  a large  family. 

Leroy  and  Alpha  Looks  Twice 
P.0.  Box  154 
Manderson,  SD  57756 

Leroy  is  married  to  one  of  Rebecca's  many  descendants.  He  is  a traditional 
medicine  man,  and  he  suffers  from  kidney  failure  as  a result  of  diabetes. 
Recently  Dohn  and  Sharon  sent  their  own  car  to  Leroy  and  Alpha  so  that  they 
would  have  transportation  for  Leroy's  dialysis. 

School  starts  the  third  or  fourth  week  of  August  in  the  districts  of  Pine 
Ridge  where  these  children  live.  Right  now  the  children  can  use  warm 
clothes,  especially  new  outfits  for  the  beginning  of  school,  shoes,  gloves 
and  hats.  They  also  need  school  supplies,  like  paper,  pens  and  notebooks. 

If  you  want  an  answer  from  one  of  the  above  folks,  or  from  one  of  the 
children,  be  sure  to  send  a stamped  self-addressed  envelope. 

Thanks  for  anything  you  can  do  to  help. 

WoodOwl@aol.com  (Deanna) 

"RE : False  Patriotism  Fosters  Incivility"  - 
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LATINO  SPECTRUM  by  Roberto  Rodriguez  & Patrisia  Gonzales 

False  Patriotism  Fosters  Incivility 

When  we  attend  spiritual  ceremonies  presided  over  by  Native  American 
elders,  we  never  hear  a word  of  hate.  The  elders  pray  for  a better  world, 
thank  the  Creator  for  all  the  good  in  life  and  apologize  to  Mother  Earth 
for  what  we  are  all  doing  to  her. 

It  is  also  what  one  hears,  or  used  to  hear,  in  churches,  synagogues, 
temples  and  mosques. 

When  we  leave  this  circle  and  step  into  the  political  realm,  we  also 
look  to  leaders  who  speak  with  wisdom,  work  toward  solutions  and  walk  with 
compassion.  Instead,  we  generally  find  pols  who  like  to  blame  our 
society's  problems  on  the  most  vulnerable.  We  used  to  hear  this  only 
during  election  years,  yet,  because  of  incessant  campaigning,  it  now 
permeates  our  everyday  life. 

In  a nation  that  cherishes  the  division  between  church  and  state,  we 
nonetheless  long  for  political  leaders  with  a moral  and  spiritual  center-- 
yet  we  settle  for  elected  officials  whose  infectious  opportunistic 
practices  have  spread  in  all  directions,  creating  an  uncivil  society. 

We  are  thinking  about  this  subject  in  the  aftermath  of  the  Fourth  of 
Duly  when  we  were  personally  bombarded  by  a nasty  pseudo-patriotism.  We 
received  a rash  of  anonymous  hate  letters.  One  of  them  said:  "If  you  do 
not  like  White  America,  our  culture,  our  language,  I ask,  why  do  you 
choose  to  stay?" 

We  stay  because  we  belong  here. 

Another  letter  writer  stated:  "We  love  our  country,  leave  us  alone." 

We  love  it  too--leave  us  alone. 

Still  another  one  read:  "I  have  never  known  of  any  Hispanics  who  have 
bowed  their  heads  in  silence  and  say  a little  prayer  for  all  the  soldiers 
who  lost  their  lives  protecting  our  country  in  order  that  the  Hispanics 
have  a better  life." 

Perhaps  that  individual  has  never  been  inside  of  a Mexican  American  or 
Puerto  Rican  home;  has  never  seen  the  countless  medals  and  photos  of  sons 
in  uniform  and  has  never  heard  the  countless  prayers  for  their  dead 
soldier  sons.  In  one  Texas  border  community,  in  discussions  in  the  media. 


the  question  of  patriotism  was  gauged  in  terms  of  how  many  households  were 
flying  Old  Glory  as  opposed  to  how  many  voted  in  the  previous  election 
(about  5 percent),  or  how  many  people  participate  in  volunteer 
organizations . 

Additionally,  a couple  of  nationally  syndicated  columnists  decried  the 
increase  in  new  citizens  and  called  for  rules  to  make  naturalization  more 
difficult  and  create  greater  distinctions  between  citizens  and  noncitizens. 

Incidentally,  most  of  those  new  citizens  are  brown  and  had  been 
previously  condemned  for  not  being  citizens. 

One  columnist  decried  the  flying  of  Mexican  flags  during  a protest  two 
years  ago,  calling  it  a "violation  of  basic  respect  and  protocol"  and  "an 
assault  on  the  democratic  process  in  America." 

The  most  patriotic  thing  people  can  do  in  the  United  States  is  to  fight 
for  their  rights.  And  the  right  to  protest--in  whatever  manner  dissenters 
choose--is  guaranteed,  both  by  the  Constitution  and  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

That  is  the  democratic  process  in  America. 

The  other  columnist  called  for  a new  "Americanization"  movement.  We 
wondered  whether  it  will  again  include  Mexican  Americans,  Native  Americans 
and  Puerto  Ricans--whose  cultures  predate  "American  culture." 

In  this  climate,  people  speak  of  God  and  patriotism,  but  speak  like  no 
one  we  have  ever  prayed  with,  or  that  we  have  seen  behind  a pulpit.  They 
wrap  themselves  in  the  flag,  invoke  love  of  country,  and  call  for  keeping 
the  brown  hordes  out  and  the  black  hordes  in  (prison).  Then  they  sing 
"God  Bless  America." 

"America-love  it  or  leave  it."  That's  not  a '60s  slogan  but  what  our 
communities  are  subjected  to  on  a daily  basis  today. 

It  dismays  us  that  this  hate  is  masked  in  patriotism  and  that  this 
pseudo-Americanism  is  being  defined  in  its  most  narrow  and  superficial 
forms . 

Recently,  we  have  observed  people  rudely  condemn  mariachi  music,  ballet 
folklorico  dancing,  bilingual  education  and  speaking  Spanish  in  public  as 
unpatriotic . 

Ultimately,  all  this  can  be  traced  back  to  politicians,  both  Democrats 
and  Republicans  alike.  It  is  they  who  pick  on  "lose"  and  who  assure  us 
that  kicking  little  brown  children  out  of  schools  will  solve  all  of 
America's  problems.  This  is  best  illustrated  by  the  current  flap 
regarding  the  recent  Democratic  and  Republican  campaign  ads,  which  make 
Willie  Hortons  out  of  Mexican  immigrants. 

For  those  who  believe  that  protest  is  unAmerican,  then  indeed,  we  must 
be  living  in  the  wrong  America.  But  we  don't  condemn  them.  We  pray  for 
them.  (Copyright  Chronicle  Features,  1996) 
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STATES,  INDIGENOUS  NATIONS,  AND  THE  GREAT  LIE 
by  Rudolph  C.  Ryser 

(c)  1994  Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies 
(c)  1994  The  Fourth  World  Documentation  Project 

(Re-edited  from  the  originally  published,  "Nation-States, 

Indigenous  Nations,  and  the  Great  Lie"  (c)  1986  CWIS) 

In  this  paper  I will  analyze  the  relationship  of  selected  indigenous 
nations  in  various  parts  of  the  world  to  the  governments  of  the  countries 
in  which  they  are  found.  I have  selected  for  analysis  the  United  States, 
Canada,  Chile,  and  Nicaragua.  These  countries  have  been  selected  for  three 
reasons.  One,  the  policies  of  these  states  towards  indigenous  nations  have 
all  been  drawn  from  the  American  governmental  experience.  Two,  these 


indigenous  populations  share  common  political,  economic,  and  social 
aspirations.  Three,  they  all  illustrate  relationships  that  have  resulted 
from  what  I call  'the  great  lie.  ' 

In  my  opinion,  nowhere  does  a MODEL  OF  RELATIONS  exist  between 
indigenous  populations  and  states  that  is  acceptable  to  indigenous  peoples 
There  are,  however,  hundreds  of  examples  of  state  and  indigenous-nation 
relations  where  the  dominant  political  and  economic  interests  practice 
deception  aimed  at  the  elimination  of  indigenous  nations.  It  is  my  intent 
to  answer  three  questions  in  this  paper:  What  is  the  great  lie?  How  has 
the  great  lie  been  used  by  states  to  control  and  then  eliminate  indigenous 
nations?  Finally,  what  are  the  alternatives  available  to  indigenous 
nations  if  they  are  to  avoid  ultimate  and  final  destruction  by  states? 

Indian  nations  are  made  up  of  peoples  who  are  the  descendants  of  the 
original  landlords  of  territories  occupied  for  thousands  of  years.  These 
Indian  nations  are  the  successor  nations  to  great  civilizations  that 
dominated  the  world  for  thousands  of  years.  By  contrast,  the  states  within 
which  these  indigenous  people  are  found  today  are  political  organizations 
that  have  come  into  existence  only  in  the  last  two-hundred-year  period.  By 
various  means  they  have  sought  to  expand  their  influence  throughout  the 
indigenous  nations,  surrounding  indigenous  peoples  and  establishing 
colonial  regimes  designed  to  confiscate  indigenous  lands  and  natural 
resources  while  suppressing  and  exterminating  the  political  identity  of 
whole  indigenous  nations.  The  contemporary  reality  is  that  indigenous 
nations  do  continue  to  exist,  though  greatly  weakened,  while  the  states 
have  grown  larger,  more  powerful,  and  more  threatening  to  the  indigenous 
nations . 

The  states  of  Canada,  the  United  States,  Nicaragua,  and  Chile  have  come 
to  dominate  and  repress  indigenous  nations  principally  by  means  of  what  I 
call  'the  great  lie.'  Though  each  of  the  states  began  its  existence  as  a 
politically  and  economically  weak  group  of  people  with  only  a small 
foothold  on  the  territory,  the  people  of  these  fledgling  states  used  their 
weakness  to  gain  help  and  support  from  the  more  powerful  indigenous 
nations.  Indigenous  nations  permitted  the  small  and  helpless  states  to 
organize  governments  and  even  to  increase  their  populations  by  allowing 
increased  entry  of  political  and  economic  refugees  from  other  nations  and 
states  in  Europe.  During  this  process  the  great  lie  began  to  have 
importance  as  a political  and  economic  tool  for  the  new  states  occupying 
indigenous  territories. 

As  a means  to  gain  greater  concessions  and  aid  from  indigenous  nations, 
the  new  European  states  began  the  selective  process  of  convincing 
indigenous  peoples  that  it  is  the  destiny  of  European  states  to  govern, 
control,  and  exploit  the  indigenous  peoples,  lands,  and  resources.  The 
European  states,  so  they  argued,  had  the  right  to  govern  the  world  because 
they  were  superior  beings.  Indigenous  peoples,  on  the  other  hand,  were 
primitive,  savage,  and  incompetent.  Indigenous  peoples  should  be  treated 
as  non-humans.  The  theory  was  that  if  enough  indigenous  people  could  be 
convinced  of  their  own  incompetence  and  that  their  own  political,  economic 
and  cultural  systems  were  evil,  then  they  would  reject  their  own 
indigenous  nations.  Once  indigenous  people  rejected  their  own  values  and 
systems,  they  could  then  be  drawn  into  the  European  states  and  be 
effectively  controlled. 

The  new  European  states  have  worked  diligently  to  wipe  out  indigenous 
history  and  intellectual  thought  and  replace  these  with  European  history 
and  intellectual  thought.  The  great  lie  is  simply  this:  IF  INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES  WILL  ONLY  REJECT  THEIR  OWN  HISTORY,  INTELLECTUAL  DEVELOPMENT, 
LANGUAGE,  AND  CULTURE  AND  REPLACE  THESE  THINGS  WITH  EUROPEAN  VALUES  AND 
IDEALS,  THEN  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE  WILL  SURVIVE.  It  is  from  this  twisted 
thinking  that  European  states  have  convinced  millions  of  indigenous  people 
all  over  the  world  to  surrender  their  freedom  and  accept  subjugation  as  a 
way  of  life. 

Nowhere  in  the  world  has  the  great  lie  had  a greater  success  than  in  the 
United  States.  After  many  years  of  writing  treaties  and  forcing  indigenous 
nations  to  agree  to  their  contents,  the  United  States  government  would 
systematically  violate  those  same  agreements.  To  excuse  these  violations, 
the  United  States  would  tell  the  indigenous  nations  that,  since  they  were 


incapable  of  understanding  the  agreements  in  the  first  place,  the  United 
States  would  use  its  OWN  system  of  justice  to  find  a remedy  for  treaty 
conflicts  - not  international  law  or  the  laws  of  indigenous  nations.  Since 
1831  the  United  States  has  been  adjudicating  disputes  between  itself  and 
indigenous  nations.  History  has  demonstrated  that  the  more  dependent 
indigenous  nations  become  upon  American  legal  and  political  institutions, 
the  more  they  experience  erosion  of  their  own  governmental  powers, 
territorial  and  natural  resource  rights,  and  cultural  development. 

The  United  States  did  not  stop  at  simply  asserting  its  superiority  over 
indigenous  nations  through  its  legal  system.  After  1871,  when  the  United 
States  unilaterally  declared  its  intention  to  cease  treaty-making  with 
indigenous  nations,  it  imposed  a new  concept  on  its  relations  with 
indigenous  peoples.  It  asserted  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
would  exert  PLENARY  POWER  over  all  matters  involving  indigenous  nations. 

In  more  direct  terms,  the  American  government  declared  that  it  would 
exercise  absolute  and  unlimited  political  power  over  the  internal  and 
external  affairs  of  indigenous  nations.  The  United  States  installed  a 
legislative  dictatorship  over  the  affairs  of  indigenous  peoples  within  the 
newly  established  United  States  boundaries.  In  fact,  the  United  States 
government  declared  indigenous  governments  illegal  and  asserted  that  such 
governments  would  be  forcibly  suppressed.  Indian  nations  would  be  cut  off 
from  the  world  family  of  nations. 

In  1934  the  U.S.  Congress  enacted  a law  called  the  Indian  Reorganization 
Act,  designed  effectively  to  replace  any  vestige  of  the  original 
indigenous  governments  with  governments  to  be  designed  and  implemented  by 
the  United  States  itself.  These  governments  would  be  recognized  by 
Congress  as  the  legitimate  governments  over  indigenous  territories.  The 
constitutions  for  the  American-made  indigenous  governments  placed  all  of 
the  political  authority  of  government  under  the  control  of  an  appointed 
bureaucrat,  the  secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  the  legislative  power  in 
the  U.S.  Congress.  These  tribal  governments  were  granted  limited  powers  to 
enact  laws,  but  they  were  granted  substantial  powers  to  regulate  and 
control  tribal  people  on  behalf  of  the  United  States.  In  a very  real  way, 
these  tribal  governments  became  direct  extensions  of  the  United  States 
government,  operating  under  U.S.  laws  and  policies.  These  tribal 
governments  in  effect  became  colonial  governments.  The  rules  under  which 
these  colonial  tribal  governments  operated  ensured  U.  S.  access  to  and 
control  over  indigenous  peoples,  lands,  and  natural  resources. 

Indigenous  political  leaders  did  not  at  first  agree  to  the  U.S.- 
sponsored  colonial  government  system.  Indeed,  many  indigenous  political 
leaders  actively  opposed  U.S.  intervention  in  indigenous  political  and 
legal  affairs.  Many  of  these  leaders  were  able  to  convince  their  own 
peoples  not  to  accept  the  U.S. -designed  tribal  government  system.  Yet 
other  political  leaders  within  indigenous  nations  accepted  money, 
guarantees  of  political  power,  and  other  gifts  from  the  United  States  in 
exchange  for  their  support  of  the  colonial  tribal  government  system.  While 
many  indigenous  nations  retained  their  own  government  systems,  a greater 
number  did  accept  U.S.  government  authority.  Now,  forty-seven  years  later, 
many  indigenous  political  leaders  are  questioning  the  wisdom  of  accepting 
U.S. -sponsored  Indian  governments.  Indeed,  many  indigenous  nations  have 
discovered  that  under  this  system  the  rights  and  interests  of  indigenous 
peoples  have  been  overwhelmingly  subordinated  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States.  Tribal  economies,  political  structures,  and  cultural 
systems  have  been  eroded  or  destroyed. 

Indigenous  peoples  in  the  United  States  have  become  refugees  in  their 
own  land.  They  have  become  hostages  to  the  American  legal  and  political 
system.  Indigenous  law  and  political  development  is  being  vigorously 
suppressed.  The  timber,  oil,  coal,  uranium,  water,  and  land  belonging  to 
the  indigenous  nations  are  being  used  by  the  United  States  to  benefit  that 
country's  goals  and  aspirations,  while  the  invented  tribal  government 
system  is  being  used  against  indigenous  peoples  to  deny  them  the  sole  use 
of  their  own  property. 

An  American-invented  educational  system  is  being  forced  on  indigenous 
populations  to  ensure  that  succeeding  generations  of  indigenous  people 
will  have  completely  forgotten  the  existence  of  indigenous  nations. 


Indigenous  children  are  being  taught  that  George  Washington  was  the 
founding  father  of  their  nation.  They  are  being  told  that  their  nation  is 
the  United  States  and  that  the  American  political  system  was  created  to 
give  freedom  to  the  oppressed.  They  are  being  told  that  America  is  a 
beacon  of  freedom  for  all  peoples.  What  they  are  not  being  told,  however, 
is  that  the  United  States  has  sought  to  destroy  their  homeland,  their 
history,  their  language,  and  their  culture,  as  well  as  their  freedom. 

Deception  through  the  great  lie  has  permitted  the  United  States,  once  a 
weak  and  defenseless  state,  to  become  the  dominant  political  and  economic 
force  throughout  the  Western  Hemisphere.  With  their  economies  decimated, 
their  governments  in  shambles,  and  their  peoples  in  poverty,  the 
indigenous  nations  now  look  to  the  United  States  government  for  help  and 
for  sustenance.  The  United  States  and  its  corporations  say  only,  'Give  us 
your  land,  your  minerals,  your  petroleum,  and  your  water,  and  we  will  give 
you  your  freedom.'  This  may  seem  a harsh  indictment  of  the  United  States, 
but  let  me  remind  you  that  if  you  ask  about  the  present  condition  of 
indigenous  peoples  in  the  United  States  and  try  to  explain  how  that 
condition  came  to  be,  you  must  conclude  that  it  resulted  from  the  actions 
of  traitors  among  indigenous  peoples,  or  from  the  actions  of  deceitful 
Europeans,  or  from  the  actions  of  both.  I subscribe  to  the  view  that 
indigenous  nations  have  been  deceived  by  the  Europeans  with  the  help  of 
indigenous  traitors  who  gave  their  loyalty  to  the  United  States  and  turned 
against  the  indigenous  nations. 

In  many  ways,  the  situation  in  Canada  resembles  the  stage  of  political 
development  in  the  United  States  during  the  latter  nineteenth  century  and 
the  early  twentieth  century.  Both  the  state  of  Canada  and  the  state  of  the 
United  States  were  born  of  the  same  mother.  The  United  States  gained 
release  from  its  mother  over  two  hundred  years  ago.  Canada  has  just 
recently  severed  the  umbilical  cord,  called  the  British  North  America  Act, 
by  which  it  was  tied  to  its  mother.  Like  the  United  States,  Canada  wants 
to  become  a full-grown  power  able  to  act  on  its  own  without  following  the 
rules  set  down  by  the  mother.  Unlike  the  United  States,  Canada  had  to  wait 
a long  time  before  asking  the  royal  mother  if  it  could  leave  home  and  grow 
up.  Everything  Canada  knows  about  conducting  relations  with  indigenous 
nations  it  learned  either  from  its  mother  or  from  its  bigger  brother,  the 
United  States.  Just  as  the  United  States  made  agreements  and  broke  them 
with  indigenous  nations,  so  has  Canada.  Just  as  the  United  States  created 
a legislative  dictatorship  over  indigenous  nations,  so  has  Canada. 

Now  Canada  is  at  a crossroad.  Belatedly  separated  from  the  mother,  it 
views  the  indigenous  nations  as  an  obstacle.  Canada  cannot  claim  to  be  an 
independent  country  unless  it  exercises  full  control  over  the  territory 
within  its  boundaries  - over,  that  is,  all  of  the  people,  all  of  their 
land,  and  all  of  the  natural  resources.  The  indigenous  nations  in  Canada 
have  learned  from  the  mistakes  of  their  brothers  to  the  south  and  they  are 
not  prepared  to  give  Canada  control  over  their  people,  lands,  and  natural 
resources.  To  remedy  this  problem,  the  Canadian  government  is  now  seeking 
to  follow  the  example  of  its  brother  in  the  south  by  promoting  the 
parliamentary  enactment  of  an  Indian-government  act.  This  act  is,  for  all 
practical  purposes,  a direct  copy  of  the  U.S.  Indian  Reorganization  Act. 

In  fact,  the  Canadian  government  has  consulted  extensively  with  U.S. 
officials  over  the  years  to  learn  about  the  model  policies  and  approaches 
that  Americans  used  so  successfully  in  subjugating  their  indigenous 
governments . 

While  Canada's  administrative  structure  is  somewhat  different  from  that 
of  the  United  States,  it  has  worked  to  accomplish  the  same  goals:  the 
elimination  of  indigenous  nations  and  the  substitution  of  Canadian- 
European  values  for  indigenous  values.  Assimilation  of  indigenous 
populations  is  the  essential  goal.  Canada  will  be  able  to  achieve  its  goal 
if  Canadian  officials  can  convince  the  indigenous  people  to  believe  the 
great  lie.  Paradoxically,  the  effort  to  assimilate  indigenous  peoples 
politically  in  Canada  constitutes  a tacit  recognition  by  Canada  that 
indigenous  nations  are  wholly  outside  of  the  Canadian  federal  system. 

Canadian  officials  know  that  64  per  cent  of  the  territory  known  as 
Canada  belongs  to  the  indigenous  nations  and  not  to  Canada.  These  are 
unceded  territories.  Canada  cannot  exercise  full  national  dominion  without 


controlling  indigenous  people,  their  lands,  and  their  resources.  So  what 
they  offer  in  exchange  is  recognition  of  Indian  governments  in  the 
Constitution  and  in  the  laws,  lust  as  the  United  States  instituted  Indian 
governments  for  its  own  ends,  Canada  is  now  proposing  to  institute  such 
governments,  lust  as  the  United  States  sought  to  gain  control  over 
indigenous  lands,  resources,  and  people,  Canada  is  now  seeking  such 
control.  Canada  has  already  worked  to  implement  the  great  lie  by  telling 
indigenous  peoples  that  the  Canadian  Constitution  can  and  will  protect 
indigenous  nations  and  prevent  further  erosion  of  aboriginal  rights.  But 
Canadian  officials  offer  indigenous  peoples  no  control  or  political  power 
in  Canada's  government.  Indeed,  indigenous  leaders  must  understand 
unequivocally  that  Canada  cannot  permit  their  nations  to  continue  to  exist. 
For,  as  long  as  they  exist,  they  will  always  be  a threat  to  Canada's 
sovereignty  and  its  political  integrity  as  a state. 

The  Canadian  government  has,  time  and  time  again,  officially  denied  that 
the  nations  of  Canada,  the  indigenous  nations,  have  original  claim  to  the 
vast  territories  that  are  called  Canada.  They  have  denied  that  the  first 
nations  have  a political  identity  separate  from  that  federation  called 
Canada.  Canada  insists  on  claiming  political  and  economic  rights  within 
indigenous  territories.  To  admit  that  such  rights  do  not  exist  would 
create  a situation  in  which  it  could  be  argued  that  Canada  has  only  an 
administrative  responsibility  towards  indigenous  nations.  So  Canada's 
solution  is  to  institute  the  great  lie.  'We  will  help  you,  brothers.  Come 
and  join  us  and  you  can  be  yourselves. ' But  look  at  what  happened  in  North 
America  to  the  south.  Many  of  the  brothers  are  not  a part  of  the  family 
anymore.  They  are  part  of  America. 

In  Nicaragua,  we  have  a very  similar  situation.  There  are  three 
indigenous  tribes  in  Nicaragua,  the  Miskito,  the  Rama,  and  the  Sumu.  They 
occupy  the  eastern  half  of  the  country,  where  they  make  up  the  majority 
population.  Under  the  Somoza  regime,  they  were  told  that  they  must  'Be 
Nicaraguans,  not  Miskitos,  not  Ramas,  not  Sumus.  You  must  be  Nicaraguans, 
and  if  you  are  not  to  be  Nicaraguans,  then  you  will  be  dead.  ' Many  of  the 
people  in  those  tribes  revolted  in  1978  against  the  Somoza  regime,  even 
though  it  was  sustained  in  power  by  the  United  States  and  other  Western 
powers.  It  was  a revolution  instituted  by  the  indigenous  people  against  an 
oppressive  regime. 

The  Sandinista  National  Liberation  Front  (FSLN),  Hispanic  descendants, 
not  indigenous  people,  who  were  the  religious  and  labour  leaders  in 
Nicaragua,  said,  'We  will  take  the  lead  and  we  will  save  you  from  this 
madman  Somoza. ' So  they  took  up  the  revolution  against  Somoza  and  they  won 
in  1979,  and  everyone  was  proud,  for  now  they  were  done  with  the 
oppression.  The  Miskitos,  the  Ramas,  and  the  Sumus  believed  that  they 
would  now  have  an  opportunity  to  have  their  own  land  and  their  own  nations 
once  again.  But  not  long  after  the  Sandinistas  assumed  leadership  and 
control  of  Nicaragua,  they  went  to  the  indigenous  peoples  and  said,  'You 
are  Nicaraguans.  You  are  not  Miskitos,  you  are  not  Ramas,  you  are  not 
Sumus.  If  you  are  not  Nicaraguans,  you  are  dead.' 

The  Sandinistas  offered  to  the  Miskitos,  Ramas,  and  Sumus  a role  in  the 
new  government.  An  organization  called  MISURASATA  was  formed  to  represent 
the  more  than  185,000  Indians.  'We  will  give  you  a government  as  a part  of 
our  government,  and  we  will  even  permit  you  to  have  a representative  in 
our  government,'  the  Sandinistas  said.  They  then  went  ahead  and  selected  a 
person  to  represent  the  indigenous  people  in  the  parliament  of  the 
Sandinistas.  So,  where  is  the  indigenous  nation  now?  In  February  1981, 
thirty-three  leaders  of  MISURASATA  were  arrested.  Security  forces  charged 
that  the  Indians  were  preparing  a separatist  movement.  The  Indians  want  to 
protect  their  territories  from  exploitation,  and  the  Sandinistas  want  to 
extract  minerals  and  metals  from  Indian  soils.  You  see,  the  revolution  to 
produce  an  indigenous  nation  must  continue.  The  same  controversy  exists 
there  as  exists  in  Canada,  as  exists  in  the  United  States  and  everywhere 
where  states  and  indigenous  nations  collide.  The  central  issue  remains: 

Are  the  goals  of  states  the  same  as  those  of  indigenous  nations?  All  we 
can  conclude  by  looking  through  history  is  no,  they  are  not.  Indigenous 
nations  and  states  can  coexist,  but  if  indigenous  nations  become  part  of  a 
state  as  subordinate  peoples,  then  indigenous  nations  will  disappear.  The 


states'  urge  to  exploit  indigenous  peoples  and  their  resources  is 
overpowering. 

In  Chile,  the  situation  is  exactly  the  same.  The  new  government  of 
Pinochet  advised  the  Mapuche  people  who  had  occupied  the  territory  for 
thousands  of  years,  'You  must  move  from  that  territory  because  there  is 
copper  and  tin  under  your  ground. ' The  Pinochet  government  urged  the 
Mapuche  to  become  full  Chilean  citizens  and  exercise  their  'equal'  rights. 
When  they  would  not  move,  the  Pinochet  government  enacted  a law  that  says 
the  government  has  the  right  to  take  the  land.  All  they  require  is  that 
one  person,  not  necessarily  a Mapuche  but  one  person  within  the  indigenous 
territory,  say:  'Yes,  you  can  have  my  land.'  and  then  the  government  has 
the  authority  to  take  it  all.  And  so  they  have.  One  hundred  indigenous 
communities  in  the  last  year  have  been  devastated.  Their  land  has  been 
opened  up  for  mining  copper,  coal,  zinc,  nickel,  and  tin  to  advance  the 
interests  of  Chile,  to  advance  the  interests  of  other  peoples,  but  not  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  Mapuche.  Even  their  own  land  cannot  benefit 
them  now.  The  Mapuche  have  never  played  a role  in  the  Chilean  government  - 
they  are  not  a part  of  Chile. 

The  proclaimed  superiority  of  the  state  has,  in  each  of  our  examples, 
been  used  to  justify  the  dislocation  and  exploitation  of  indigenous 
nations.  The  'laws  of  nations'  have  been  subverted  by  domestic 
rationalizations  to  deny  whole  peoples  their  basic  rights  as  human  beings. 

The  myth  of  superiority  has  been  used  to  enrich  colonial  populations  and 
impoverish  indigenous  peoples.  The  patterns  of  oppression  are  essentially 
the  same.  Indigenous  nations  in  all  of  our  examples  have  been  surrounded 
by  invading  peoples  leaving  only  tiny  enclaves  for  indigenous  homelands. 

Each  indigenous  nation  seeks  to  secure  its  homeland  against  further 
invasion.  Each  indigenous  nation  is  denied  its  right  to  exercise  its 
distinct  political  powers.  The  objective  of  each  state  is  the  same: 
elimination  of  the  indigenous  population  as  a distinct  nation  and  the 
exploitation  of  indigenous  people,  lands,  and  resources  for  the  benefit  of 
the  state. 

What  can  be  done?  The  answer  is  simple,  and  perhaps  that  is  why  it  is  so 
difficult.  As  our  elders  have  said  over  and  over  again,  through  the 
centuries:  'Hold  on  to  the  nation  of  people.  Defend  the  nation  of  people 
against  all  enemies.  Assert  your  own  government;  you  don't  have  to  ask  for 
a government.  You  have  a government.  If  you  have  no  government,  you  have 
no  people;  then  there  is  nothing  even  to  argue  about.'  All  over  the  world 
today  there  are  indigenous  populations  that  carry  out  governmental 
activities  as  separate  and  distinct  peoples,  but  too  many  feel  they  must 
ask  the  state  to  give  them  the  power  to  govern  themselves.  The  only  power 
that  exists  for  any  people,  whether  it  is  the  United  States  or  Canada, 

Shuswap  or  Blackfoot,  Miskito  or  Mapuche,  any  nation,  lies  in  the  decision 
of  the  people  to  take  the  initiative,  to  conjure  up  the  strength,  to 
assert  their  nationhood  to  the  rest  of  the  world  and  say,  'We  are  here  and 
we  do  not  plan  to  disappear.  Our  power  comes  from  within  and  from  our 
access  to  the  Great  Spirit. ' With  those  two  things,  the  indigenous  nation 
can  survive.  It  cannot  survive  by  asking  someone  else  to  allow  it  to  exist. 

The  great  lie  must  be  rejected  and  replaced  by  a renewed  dynamic  among 
indigenous  peoples.  The  indigenous  nations  are  ancient  in  their  origins  - 
they  are  the  seed  of  humankind.  They  must  resume  their  role  among  the 
family  of  nations  to  reassert  the  balanced  values  that  have  ensured  human 
survival  on  this  planet. 

"RE : Voisey  Bay  Roadshow"  

Date:  96-07-25  19:30:40  EDT 

From:  75361.1143@CompuServe.COM  (Ann  Stewart) 

Sub j : Voisey  Bay  Roadshow 

UUCP  email 

Voisey  Bay,  Labrador,  is  currently  the  scene  of  intense  mining  exploration, 
where  it  is  believed  that  the  world's  largest  nickel  deposits  can  be  found 
in  the  homeland  of  the  Innu  people.  Once  again,  we  will  witness  Canadian  and 


American  corporations  and  governments  exploit  the  environment  to  the 
detriment  of  native  people?  The  area  in  question  is  home  to  caribou  and  a 
major  nesting  ground  for  Atlantic  raptors  and  migratory  waterfowl. 

Cultural  Survival  will  sponsor  an  illustrated  lecture  by  the  Friends  of 
Nitassinan.  I'd  appreciate  it  if  you  could  spread  the  word. 

"The  Voisey  Bay  Roadshow" 

Thursday,  1 August 
4pm 

Peabody  Museum  (about  a five-minute  walk  from  the  Harvard  Square  T stop) 

11  Divinity  Avenue,  room  114 

For  more  information:  call  Amy  (617-441-5404)  at  Cultural  Survival  in 
Cambridge. 

Regards, 

Ann  Stewart 
Stewartship 

75361 . 1143@compu serve . com 

"RE : Children's  Recipes"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Dul  1996  17:47:51  -0400 
From:  Carmel  Vivier  <carmel@glen-net . ca> 

Sub j : Recipes 

Mailing  List:  NATFOOD-L  <natfood-l@listproc . wsu . edu> 

I'm  looking  for  ^authentic  native*  recipes  that  children  ages  6-12  would 
be  able  to  make.  I would  also  like  to  get  background  stories  to  go  with  the 
recipes.  For  example,  a recipe  for  bannock  might  include  ways  to  prepare  it 
over  an  open  fire,  or  in  the  oven.  It  might  include  adding  berries  to  it 
and  the  stories  might  include  how  our  people  used  this  recipe  in  the  past 
and  how  they  use  it  present  day. 

Anyone  who  answers  this  e-mail  will  be  given  full  credit  (so  please  include 
your  name,  e-mail  address  and  what  band/tribe  you  are  from).  I hope  to 
prepare  a booklet  of  these  type  of  recipes  that  we  can  use  in  on-reserve 
schools  to  foster  an  appreciation  for  our  culture  and  our  way  of  life. 

Mii  gwech, 

Carmel  Vivier 

<*>-<*>-<*>-<*>-<*>-<*>-<*>-<*>-<*>-<*>-<*>-<*>-<*>-<*> 

Carmel  Vivier 

Saw-Whet  Communications  Inc., 
http: //www. saw -whet . ca/ 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Coordinator /Webmaster 
NativeWeb  Electronic  Store 

http: //web. maxwell . syr .edu/nati veweb/e- store/e -store . html 
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"RE;  An  Opportunity"  

Date:  Wed,  31  Dul  1996  06:55:06  -0700 
From:  meyna@ix.netcom.com  (Dulia  White) 

Sub j : An  Opportunity 

UUCP  email 

I am  involved  in  a venture  with  2 others  called  The  Vision  Tree.  The 
Vision  Tree  is  a showcase  for  those  artisans  and  businesses  that  create 
from  the  heart  and  the  spirit.  It  is  a members  only  network,  and  all 
benefits  of  a membership  are  explained  on  the  site: 

http://www.boondock.com/visiontree  As  you  can  clearly  see,  a year  of 
exposure  on  The  Vision  Tree  is  far  less  than  a single  weekend  at  a Pow 


Wow ! 

We  will  have  a Native  American  section  at  Vision  Tree,  and  I am 
searching  for  the  very  best  from  all  our  Nations.  In  particular,  I am 
interested  in  contacting  those  individuals  who  create  limited  edition 
work;  one-of-a-kind;  historic  replicas  and  reproductions;  everything 
from  war  clubs  to  clothing  --  accurate  and  authentic  representations  of 
The  People.  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  most  would  never  have  the 
opportunity  that  showing  their  skills  on  the  WWW  would  give  them.  As 
you  will  notice,  it  is  not  even  necessary  to  have  a computer  in  order 
to  take  full  advantage  of  The  Vision  Tree. 

Also,  I'm  interested  in  galleries,  museums,  exclusive  shops  and  other 
Native  owned  businesses  who  represent  such  artisans,  and  who  deal  in 
their  work  for  the  business  wing  at  The  Vision  Tree.  This  will  bring 
their  endeavors  to  the  attention  of  millions  around  the  world  who  would 
never  have  otherwise  been  aware  of  their  existence. 

This  is  a wonderful  opportunity  for  our  gifted  people,  and  I hope  that 
some  will  step  forward  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

Dulia  White  Meyna@ix.netcom.com 

"RE : Review:  Tales  of  Burning  Love"  - 

Date:  25  lul  1996  20:44:23  GMT 

From:  brock@ucsub.Colorado.EDU  (Steve  Brock) 

Sub j : Review  of  Tales  of  Burning  Love  by  Louise  Erdrich  (fiction) 

Newsgroups : rec .arts . books . reviews, rec . arts . books,  alt . books . reviews, 
alt . native 

TALES  OF  BURNING  LOVE  by  Louise  Erdrich.  HarperCollins,  10  E.  53rd 
St.,  N.Y.,  NY  10022-5299,  (800)  242-7737,  FAX:  (800)  822-4090.  The 
FlarperCollins  home  page  is  at  http://www.harpercollins.com.  460 
pp.,  $25.00  cloth.  0-06-017605-9 

Reviewed  by  Steve  Brock 

The  black  air  in  the  car  seemed  to  vibrate  now,  cold  and 
sugary  with  anger,  with  delicious  feelings  they  all  harbored 
and  saved  in  private.  The  initial  moment  of  the  argument 
was  to  them  all  like  the  first  cut  into  the  crust  of  a 
perfect  pie.  The  knife  went  in,  the  filling  oozed  up  over 
the  metal,  rich  and  dark.  Each  muttered  to  the  woman  she 
hated  most  in  the  car,  who  answered  at  a slightly  tougher 
pitch . 

As  I read  Erdrich 's  new  novel  (her  fifth)  on  my  vacation  to 
the  Pacific  Northwest,  people  would  look  at  the  title,  look  at  me, 
and  roll  their  eyes.  "A  guy  who  reads  romances,"  they'd  think. 

"How  repulsive."  And,  I'll  have  to  admit,  I did  my  own 
contributing  to  their  distaste,  taking  three  weeks  to  finish  it. 

No  matter  what  was  on  the  cover,  though,  I had  to  read  the  book,  as 
I've  been  an  Erdrich  fan  since  "Love  Medicine,"  her  first  novel, 
won  the  National  Book  Critic's  Circle  Award  in  1985. 

"Tales  of  Burning  Love,"  told  in  roughly  two  parts,  begins  by 
relating  the  circumstances  of  the  five  marriages  of  lack  Mauser,  a 
destructive  builder,  who  blunders  through  life  as  well  as  wife.  On 
a drunken  binge,  Mauser  sets  his  house  on  fire  and  can't  escape. 

The  charred  belt  buckle  he's  never  without  is  found  in  the  ashes, 
and  four  of  his  ex-wives  (the  first  one  died)  get  together  after 
his  funeral,  go  for  a drive,  and  become  snowbound  in  their  car  as 
a North  Dakota  blizzard  threatens  to  turn  it  into  an  icy  tomb.  To 
keep  their  bodies  warm  (and,  presumably,  their  blood  running  hot), 
they  each  relate  a story  about  their  past  with  lack. 

But  while  there's  an  abundance  of  deeply  felt  and  believable 
emotion  running  through  the  book,  many  of  the  plot  devices  in 
"Tales"  border  on  the  doubtful,  with  a romp  in  a convent,  lack's 
ashes  stored  in  an  empty  box  of  chocolates,  a four-way  catfight 


(even  though  two  of  the  ex-wives  have  become  lovers) , peripheral 
characters  from  previous  novels  (the  book  begins  with  a male 
perspective  of  the  same  scene  that  begins  "Love  Medicine"),  and 
bottles  of  lose  Cuervo  tequila  with  agave  worms  in  them. 

At  the  same  time,  though,  Erdrich  seems  to  have  had  fun 
writing  this,  and  her  obvious  pleasure  was  what  kept  bringing  me 
back.  Her  comic  voice  is  intense  and  comes  through  in  unexpected 
places  (especially  when  lack  speaks  through  a sacred  statue  to  a 
108-year-old  nun,  only  to  have  the  artifact  fall  on  him  later  in 
the  book),  and  her  incendiary  prose  will  melt  even  the  iciest 
heart.  So  suspend  the  belief  a bit  more  than  usual,  don't  be 
embarrassed  about  the  title,  and  enjoy  the  story.  Grade:  A- . 

Also  by  Erdrich:  Novels:  "Love  Medicine"  (1984),  "The  Beet 
Queen"  (1986),  "Tracks"  (1989),  "The  Bingo  Palace"  (1994),  "The 
Crown  of  Columbus"  (with  Michael  Dorris,  1992),  Poetry:  "lacklight 
(1984),  "Baptism  of  Desire"  (1989),  Nonfiction:  "The  Blue  lay's 
Dance:  A Birth  Year"  (1995),  Children's  Books:  "Grandmother ' s 
Pigeon"  (1996) . 


Steve  Brock 

Book  Reviews  on  the  Internet 

2323  Mapleton 

Boulder,  CO  80304 

(303)  786-7375 

brock@ucsub . colorado.edu 

http://ucsub.colorado.edu/~brock 

Member:  National  Book  Critic's  Ci 


Copyright  cl996 

Reviews  are 
available  for 
syndication 

E-mail  for 
le  more  info. 


"RE : Poem:  Blood  Quantum"  

Date:  14  lun  1996  09:11:31  -0700 

From:  "Cindi  Page"  <Cindi . Page@quickmail . llnl . gov> 

Sub j : Blood  Quantum 

UUCP  email 

I ask  you  for  nothing 
No  money,  no  land 
I am  a Mohawk 
By  birth,  not  by  plan 

I am  the  one  the  old  ones  talked  about 
You  may  not  recognize  me 
I am  a Mohawk 
Of  that  I have  no  doubt 

It  was  all  kept  a secret 
At  the  time  of  my  birth 
I am  a Mohawk 
A child  of  the  earth 

For  the  sins  of  the  past 
I cast  no  blame 
I am  a Mohawk 
I feel  no  shame 

Though  not  a full  blood 
A mixed  blood,  a part 
I am  a Mohawk 

Their  blood  runs  through  my  heart 


No  label  fits  me 
I do  not  resent 
I am  a Mohawk 


One  hundred  per  cent 


Cindi  Page  6/7/96 

- — "RE:  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  - 

Date:  96/07/24  00:05 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub  j : Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  August  4-10 

AUKAKE 

(August) 

(Mahoe-mua) 

4 

To  hear  the  bright  laughter  of  even  one  child's  joy  is  to  hear  the  world. 

5 

Through  music,  we  are  most  nearly  ourselves. 

6 

Your  spirit  will  lead  you  to  those  you  were  meant  to  know. 

7 

Take  time  to  look  at  clouds  and  sunsets  and  the  beauty  of  nature. 

8 

Make  your  mind  a quiet  place  of  peace  and  solitude. 

9 

No  truth  is  ever  absolute. 

10 

The  orchid  embodies  the  perfection  of  diversity. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  1 August  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  28  Dul  96  22:07:46  EST 

From:  jbrack@reddesert.jammys.net  (John  Brack) 

Sub j : 2nd  Annual  Algonquin  Park  Pow  Wow 

2nd  Annual  Algonquin  Park  Pow  Wow  (Aug.  9-11,  '96) 

Everyone  Welcome! 

Pog  Lake  Campgrounds,  Kilometre  37,  Hwy.  60, 

Algonquin  Provincial  Park,  Ontario,  Canada 
Friday,  August  9 to  Sunday,  August  11,  1996 
Pow  Wow  Theme:  "Honoring  Our  Ancestors" 

Host  Drum:  Medicine  Sky  Singers  M.C. : Dim  Johnson 
^Native  Crafts  and  Native  Foods  Available* 

Grand  Entry:  Noon,  Saturday,  August  10,  1996 
For  information,  please  call  Bob  at  (613)637-2172 
Vendor  Space  Limited 

Sponsored  by  the  Algonquins  of  Whitney  and  Area 
in  co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources. 
Note: 

Camping  area  supplied  for  vendors  on  site. 


Need  Licence  no.  & make  of  vehicle  for  park  pass. 
Prefer  vendor  space  be  paid  in  advance,  but  not  a 
requirement . 

Cost: $50. 00  for  the  weekend. 

Food  Vending  reserved  for  Algonquins  of  Whitney  and 
area.  For  further  information,  you  may  contact  the 
following  and  hope  to  see  you  there. 


Bob  Lavalley 
Box  156 

Whitney,  Ontario 
Canada  K23  2M0 

Tel. : (613)637-2830/5513 
Fax  : (613)637-5529 


Bob  Craftchick 
Whitney,  Ontario 
Canada  K03  2M0 
Tel. : (613)637-2172 


No  Alcohol  * No  Drugs  * No  Pets 


3ohn  Brack  (BEAR) 
Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada 
Tel. : 1- (613) -526-2482 


Date:  Mon,  29  3ul  1996  12:02:38  -0500 

From:  feather  eagle-rock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET.COM> 
Sub j : MINNESOTA  CHIPPEWA  TRIBE  SUMMIT 


NEWS  RELEASE  BY  NO.  CNTRAL . MINN.  N . A.  VETS  OUTREACH  & RESOURCE  CNTER 
MINNESOTA  CHIPPEWA  TRIBE  SUMMIT 
SATURDAY,  AUGUST  3,  1996 
TIME  WILL  BE  ANNOUNCED 
at  MASH-KA-WISEN  POW-WOW 
SAWYER,  MINNESOTA 

ALL  TRIBAL  MEMBERS  ARE  INVITED  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  FIRST  TRIBAL  SUMMIT. 
COME  HEAR,  COME  SPEAK.  LET'S  COME  TOGETHER.  ISSUES  TO  BE  DISCUSSED  ARE: 

* Constitutional  amendment;  Amendment  III 

* Establishment  of  Tribal  Courts;  MCT  Ordinance  #15 

* Full  Government  Authority  or  Business  Committees 

* Power  of  the  TEC 

feather  eaglerock,  leech  lake  rez 

"Indian  people  are  still  here.  We  are  not  going  away.  It  is 
time  that  the  newcomers  to  this  country  started  paying  proper 
respect  to  the  elder  status  of  the  first  nations." 

~ Otis  Halfmoon,  Nez  Perce 

Written  1:02  AM  3ul  23,  1996  by  seaseal@cruzio.com  in  igc : indig. info 

- "Runners  from  Alaska  to  Mexico  City"  

The  runners  for  the  1996  THE  JOURNEYS  OF  PEACE  AND  DIGNITY:  May- 
October,  1996  just  passed  through  Watsonville,  in  Central  California, 
on  their  way  to  Teotihuacan,  Mexico  City,  for  a ceremony  on  October 
12,  1996.  They  spent  the  night  in  Indian  Canyon,  near  Hollister 
California,  one  of  the  few  places  in  the  United  States  where 
indigenous  Peoples  have  lived  unmolested  for  many,  many  centuries. 

A ceremony  with  local  indigenous  dancers  was  attended  by  supporters  in 
the  Watsonville  Plaza.  The  staffs  carried  by  runners  were  shared  with 
all  of  us  attending  the  ceremony  and  as  I touched  a beautiful  carved 
staff  laden  with  eagle  feathers  and  other  spiritual  markers,  I knew 
that  the  growing  unity  of  peoples  from  all  indigenous  nations  is  a 
force  that  will  change  the  tide  of  misuse  of  our  selves,  lands,  and 
seas.  As  children, ran  amongst  us  eating  oranges  and 

[ The  previous  sentence  was  incomplete  in  the  original.  --Gary  ] 

To  make  a reality  of  the  saying,  Un  continente--una  cultura,  people  are 
running  from  Alaska  and  from  Argentina  to  Mexico  City.  Non-indigenous 


people  are  welcome  to  participate  as  runners,  trainers,  or  support 
staff.  For  more  information  call:  (602)  966-0944,  (602)  966-7724, 
(602)  254-5230.  Or  you  may  write  to:  Peace  and  Dignity  lourneys  1996 


P.0.  Box  1865 
Tempe  AZ  85280 

Contradiction  is  the 
critereon  of  reality. 

Simone  Weil 
seaseal@cruzio.com 


Seaseal  is  Cecile  Mills  at 
Telas 

P.O.  Box  203 

Watsonville  CA  95077-0253 


Written  1:17  PM  Dul  24,  1996  by  jon.reyhner@nau.edu  in  igc : indig. language 
"Indigenous  Language  Symposium  (2-3"  

Announcing  the  Fourth  Annual  Stabilizing  Indigenous  Languages  Symposium: 
Sharing  Effective  Language  Renewal  Practices,  duBois  Conference  Center, 
Northern  Arizona  University,  Flagstaff,  Arizona,  May  2-3,  1997 

Below  is  information  on  the  4th  Symposium,  a call  for  presentations,  and  a 
registration  form. 

Northern  Arizona  University's  Bilingual  Multicultural  Education  Program  and 
Navajo  Language  Program  are  pleased  to  announce  the  4th  Annual  Stabilizing 
Indigenous  Languages  Symposium  The  Symposium  is  designed  to  allow 
preschool,  K-12,  college,  and  university  American  Indian  language  educators 
and  activists  through  panels,  workshops,  and  papers  to  share  ideas  and 
materials  for  teaching  American  Indian  languages.  The  results  of  the 
conference  will  be  shared  with  a wider  audience  through  a monograph. 

About  the  Stabilizing  Indigenous  Languages  Symposiums: 

Despite  tribal  language  policies  and  the  1990  Native  American  Languages 
Act  passed  by  Congress  and  signed  by  then  President  Bush,  fewer  and  fewer 
children  are  speaking  Native  American  languages.  While  the  legal  right  to 
maintain  tribal  languages  has  been  obtained,  the  effective  right  has  yet  to 
be  achieved.  More  needs  to  be  done  to  disseminate  effective  native  language 
teaching  methods  and  materials.  For  example.  Dr.  Richard  Littlebear, 
participant  in  all  three  previous  symposia  and  one  of  this  year's 
keynoters,  notes  that  the  ability  to  speak  an  Indian  language  is  often 
incorrectly  seen  as  all  that  is  needed  to  teach  that  language  in  schools. 

The  first  Symposium,  held  on  November  16,  17,  & 18,  1994  at  NAU, 
featured  some  of  the  leading  figures  in  the  field  of  minority  language 
preservation . The  second  symposium,  held  on  May  4,  5,  & 6,  1995  at  NAU, 
also  included  many  tribal  educators  from  throughout  Arizona.  The  third 
symposium  was  held  in  Anchorage,  Alaska,  in  February  5 & 6,  1996  and 
brought  together  mostly  Alaskan  Native  educators. 

Goals  of  the  Fourth  Symposium: 

* To  bring  together  American  Indian  language  educators  and  activists 
to  share  ideas  and  experiences  on  how  to  effectively  teach  American  Indian 
languages  in  and  out  of  the  classroom. 

* To  provide  a forum  for  the  exchange  of  scholarly  research  on 
teaching  American  Indian  languages. 

* To  disseminate,  though  a monograph,  recent  research  and  thinking 
on  best  practices  to  promote,  preserve,  and  protect  American  Indian 
languages . 

Regurgitation  Information: 

Registration  Fee:  $100  prior  to  April  1,  1997;  $125  after  April  1,  1997. n 
(Includes  reception,  luncheon,  banquet  and  shuttle  to  AmeriSuites . ) 
Cancellation  Policy:  Requests  for  cancellations  must  be  in  writing  and 
postmarked  before  April  11,  1997.  A $25  processing  fee  will  be  deducted 
from  your  refund. 

Motel  Reservations:  Each  participant  is  responsible  for  making  his  or  her 
own  motel  reservations . For  a listing  of  motels  that  are  close  to  the  NAU 
Campus,  see  the  reverse  side  of  this  page.  We  recommend  making 
reservations  early. 

For  further  information  or  questions,  contact  Dr.  Ion  Reyhner,  Center  for 
Excellence  in  Education,  NAU  Box  5774,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86011  (520)  523-0580; 
email:  3on.Reyhner@nau.edu 
Conference  Schedule 


1 Thursday,  May  1,  1997: 
6:00-9:00  PM 
Friday,  May  2,  1997 
8:30-9:30  AM 
9:45-10:30 
10:45-11:30 
11:30-1:30  PM 
1:30-2:15 
2:30-3:15 
3:30-4:15 
6:30-8:30 

Saturday,  May  3,  1997 
8:30-9:30  AM 
9:45-10:30 
10:45-11:30 
12:00-1:30  PM 
1:45-2:30 
2:45-3:30 
3:45-5:00 

CALL  FOR  PRESENTATIONS 


Optional  Reception 

Opening  Ceremonies 
Breakout  Sessions  1 
Breakout  Sessions  2 
Lunch  (on  own) 

Breakout  Sessions  3 
Breakout  Sessions  4 
Breakout  Sessions  5 
Banquet  & Keynote  Speaker 

Opening  Remarks 
Breakout  Sessions  6 
Breakout  Sessions  7 
Luncheon  & Keynote  Speaker 
Breakout  Sessions  8 
Breakout  Sessions  9 
Closing  ceremonies 


Stabilizing  Indigenous  Languages  '97  Proposal  Preparation  Guidelines 

1.  Proposal  Form  (below):  Submit  FOUR  (4)  copies  with  all  items  completed 
and  carefully  proofread  for  publication  in  the  program. 

2.  Abstract:  Submit  FOUR  (4)  copies  of  a 300-word  abstract  of  the 
presentation  for  review  by  readers.  Abstracts,  except  those  for  symposia, 
should  have  no  author  identification  or  affiliation  either  in  the  title  or 
in  the  body  of  the  abstract  in  order  to  ensure  anonymous  review.  Abstracts 
should  be  typed  on  one  8 1/2"  by  11"  paper  (one  side  only).  All  abstracts 
should  define  the  title  or  topic  of  the  presentation,  objectives, 
methodology,  significance,  and  other  pertinent  information.  At  the  top  of 
the  page,  state  the  title/topic  of  the  presentation  and  the  type  of 
session . 

3.  Postcard:  Please  enclose  a self-addressed,  stamped  postcard  to  receive 
acknowledgment  of  receipt  of  your  proposal. 

Submit  proposals  by  January  10,  1997,  to:  Ion  Reyhner,  Co-Chair. 
Stabilizing  Indigenous  Languages  Symposium,  Center  for  Excellence  in 
Education,  Northern  Arizona  University,  P.0.  Box  5774,  Flagstaff,  AZ 
86011-5774 

Types  of  Presentations: 

Workshops  (2  hours):  Intensive  sessions  in  which  participants  learn  and 
practice  native  language  teaching  methods,  develop  classroom  teaching 
materials,  or  do  other  hands-on  type  activities. 

Papers  (45  minutes):  A description  and/or  discussion  of  something  the 
presenter(s)  is  doing  or  have  done  related  to  indigenous/tribal  languages. 
Presenters  are  encouraged  to  use  handouts  and  audio-visual  aids  and  to 
present  a summary  of  the  paper  rather  than  a prepared  text. 

Demonstrations  (45  minutes):  Presentation  of  a specific  teaching  or 
testing  technique.  Presenters  are  encouraged  to  use  handouts  and 
audio-visual  aids. 

Panel  Discussions  (2  hours):  Panel  presentations  provide  a forum  for  a 
group  to  discuss  issues  related  to  the  maintenance  and  renewal  of 
indigenous  languages. 

All  Presenters  are  required  to  register  for  the  symposium.  A published 
symposium  proceedings  is  planned,  which  will  be  distributed  to  all 
registered  symposium  participants. 


A.  TITLE 


B.  NAME(S)  AND  AFFILIATION(S)  OF  PRESENTERS 

1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


C.  FIFTY  WORD  DESCRIPTION  FOR  PUBLICATION  IN  THE  PROGRAM 


[ ] DEMONSTRATION  (45  minutes)  [ ] PAPER  (45  minutes) 

[ ] PANEL  (2  hours)  [ ] WORKSHOP  (2  hours) 

E.  LANGUAGE (S)  OF  PRESENTATION: 

F.  LANGUAGE  GROUP(S)  COVERED  IN  THE  PRESENTATION: 

[ ] All  Language  Groups 

[ ] Some  Language  Groups  (specify  below) 

] One  Langua_e  Group  (specify_  below) 


G.  AUDIO-VISUAL  EQUIPMENT  NEEDED  (We  will  try  to  honor  all  requests  but 
can't  guarantee  anything  beyond  overhead  projectors  and  screens.) 


Last  Name:  

First  & middle  name:  

Affiliation:  

Street:  

City: State: ZIP: 

Country:  

Work  Phone: Home  Phone: 

FAX: E-mail: 

Tribe  (if  applicable):  

(REMEMBER  TO  ATTACH  A 300-WORD  ABSTRACT) 

REGISTRATION  FORM 

Fourth  Annual  Stabilizing  Indigenous  Languages  Symposium:  Sharing  Effective 
Language  Renewal  Practices,  duBois  Conference  Center,  Northern  Arizona 
University,  Flagstaff,  Arizona,  May  2-3,  1997 

NAME 

STREET  ADDRESS 


CITY STATE  ZIP 

Country:  

OFFICE  PHONE HOME  PHONE 

E-MAIL  

INSTITUTIONAL  AFFILIATION/TRIBE 

$100  CONFERENCE  REGISTRATION  (Before  April  1) 

$125  LATE  REGISTRATION  (After  April  1) 

Enclosed  is  full  payment  for  conference  registration  in  the  amount  of 


Payment  is  by: 

Check 

Mastercard  Visa 

Card  # Expiration  date 

Signature  

Purchase  Order  Number  

Send  to:  Dr.  Don  Reyhner,  Co-chair,  Fourth  Annual  Stabilizing 
Indigenous  Languages  Symposium,  NAU  Box  5774,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86011-5774; 
Telephone  (520)  523-0580;  FAX  (520)  523-1929;  e-mail  Don.Reyhner@nau.edu 
Flagstaff  Accommodations  (you  are  encouraged  to  make  your  motel 
reservations  as  soon  as  possible) 

AmeriSuites,  2455  South  Beulah  Blvd.,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86001; 

(800)  841-1993  or  (520)  774-8042;  Rate:  $70.00  per  night  (includes 
continental  breakfast) : Mention  that  you  are  attending  a conference  at 
NAU  in  order  to  qualify  for  this  special  rate.  Shuttle  service  will 
be  provided  from  the  hotel  to  the  duBois  Conference  Center. 

Fairfield  Inn,  2005  S.  Milton  Rd.,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86001;  (520)  773-1300; 
Rate:  Approximately  $59.95  (includes  continental  breakfast).  Mention  that 
you  are  attending  a conference  at  NAU  in  order  to  qualify  for  this  special 
rate. 

Motel  6,  2745  S.  Woodland  Village  Blvd.,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86001;  (800) 
466-8356  or  (520)  779-3757;  Rates:  Approximately  $45.99  per  person  plus 
tax;  2nd  person  is  an  additional  $6.00;  3rd  person  is  an  additional  $3.00; 
4th  person  is  an  additional  $3.00;  AARP  Memberships  are  discounted  at  10%. 

Quality  Inn,  2000  S.  Milton  Rd.,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86001;  (520)  774-8771; 
Rates:  Weekdays  $58.00  1-4  people;  Fridays  & Saturdays  $69.00  per  room 
(Includes  continental  breakfast  and  welcome  basket).  Mention  that  you  are 
attending  a conference  at  NAU  in  order  to  qualify  for  this  special  rate. 

EconoLodge  West,  2355  S.  Beulah  Blvd.,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86001, 

(520)  774-2225,  Rates:  $54.95  plus  tax  (includes  continental  breakfast). 
Mention  that  you  are  attending  the  NAU  Indigenous  Languages  Symposium  to 
receive  this  special  rate. 

La  Quinta  Inn  & Suites,  2015  S.  Beulah  Blvd.,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86001 
(800)  531-5900  or  (520)  556-8666,  Rates:  $65.55  plus  tax  (includes 
continental  breakfast) . Mention  that  you  are  attending  the  NAU  Indigenous 
Languages  Symposium  to  receive  this  special  rate. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 


be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Donna  Hales  via  Linda  and  Marvin  Summer-field (Cherokee  Observer),  WoodOwl, 
Roberto  Rodriguez  & Patrisia  Gonzales,  Peter  Ronald  via  Susan  O'donnel, 
Cindi  Page,  Debra  Sanders,  Danet  Smith,  Steve  Brock,  Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr. 
Rudolph  C.  Ryser  via  John  Burrows(The  Fourth  World  Documentation  Project) 
via  Glenn  Welker,  Ann  Stewart,  Larry  Innes,  Carmel  Vivier,  Alan  Dixon, 
E.K.  (Kim)  Caldwell(Press  Release),  Peter  Schwarzbauer,  Dulia  Whita 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  — - 

Date:  Thu,  1 August  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Date:  Tue,  30  Dul  1996  05:39:00  PDT 

From:  lsharman@microage-tb.com  (Lynne  Moss-Sharman) 

Sub j : gathering  for  survivors 

- Birch  Island,  Ontario  (26-29  August) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

GATHERING  FOR  SEXUAL  AND  SPIRITUAL  ABUSE  SURVIVORS 
Ending  the  Cycles  of  Abuse 
Rainbow  Lodge,  Birch  Island,  Ontario 
August  26-29,  1996 

camping  facilities  available  on  site 
motel  rooms  in  Little  Current  and  Espanola 
NO  REGISTRATION  FEE 

Please  bring  an  item  for  the  giveaway,  food  donation  for 
the  daily  feast,  lawn  chairs,  cutlery,  plates  and  cups, 
musical  instruments  and  traditional  regalia. 

For  more  information  call: 

Celina  Buswah  Birch  Island  705-285-4237 

lanet  Day  Sault  Ste.  Marie  705-946-2942 

Gloria  Pelletierg  Box  50,  Cutler,  On.  POP  1B0 
E.  lane  Mundy  Thessalon  705-841-1140 

INFORMAL  SHARING  OF  EXPERIENCES,  STRENGTH  AND  RECOVERY 

- information  gathering,  survivors  networking 

- trauma  and  aftermath  of  residential  and  reform  schools 

- sexual  abuse  by  the  clergy 

- ritual  abuse  and  cults 

- incest  and  the  effects  of  the  family 

- holistic  healing 

- healing  workshops 

- ways  of  empowering  the  survivors 

- self  help 

- laughter  and  play 

- survivor  panels 

- talking  circles 

- traditional  teachings,  ceremonies,  drumming,  arts  and  crafts 
submitted  by  lsharman@microage-tb.com 


"RE;  Unethical  Research  at  Voisey's  Bay 

Date:  3:44  PM  Dul  24,  1996 
From:  es051322@orion .yorku . ca 


Sub j : Unethical  Research  at  Voisey's  Bay 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  24  Duly  1996 

UNETHICAL  RESEARCH  AT  VOISEY'S  BAY:  Dacques- Rescan  violating  ethical 
guidelines  on  traditional  ecological  knowledge 


(Sheshatshiu)  Dacques-Rescan  Doint  Venture,  the  environmental  consulting 
company  for  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company,  is  engaged  in  unethical 
research,  according  to  the  Innu  Nation.  The  company  has  requested  all  staff 
and  contractors  working  at  the  mining  site  to  submit  weekly  reports 
documenting  any  conversations  with  Innu  or  Inuit  employees  or  community 
members  where  traditional  ecological  knowledge  was  discussed. 

"This  attempt  to  gather  Innu  traditional  knowledge  is  both  improper  and 
unethical",  said  Peter  Penashue,  President  of  the  Innu  Nation. 

"Dacques-Rescan  is  practically  spying  on  Innu  and  Inuit  people  at  the  site 
to  get  the  information  that  they  need  for  their  environmental  impact 
statement.  Properly  approached,  Innu  traditional  knowledge  could  make  a 
very  important  contribution  to  understanding  the  environmental  impacts  of 
mining  at  Voisey's  Bay,  but  the  back-handed  way  that  Dacques-Rescan  is 
approaching  the  issue  is  an  insult  to  Innu  people,  especially  to  our 
Elders . " 

Full  and  equal  consideration  of  traditional  ecological  knowledge  has  become 
a requirement  for  environmental  assessments  related  to  projects  on 
aboriginal  land.  Rescan  Canada,  one  of  the  two  firms  in  the  Dacques-Rescan 
Doint  Venture,  was  seriously  criticized  in  the  recently  concluded  federal 
environmental  assessment  of  the  BHP  Diamond  Mine  project  in  the  Northwest 
Territories  for  side-stepping  the  process  of  community-based  traditional 
knowledge  research. 

Aboriginal  people  have  been  working  with  universities,  researchers  and 
governments  over  the  past  decade  to  develop  guidelines  and  standards  for 
ethical  research  involving  aboriginal  people.  Many  of  these  standards  are 
now  in  effect,  and  all  of  them  require  the  informed  consent  of  the 
participating  individuals  as  well  as  their  communities.  Significantly,  the 
Dacques-Rescan  approach  has  no  requirement  for  informed  consent.  Many 
communities  are  also  beginning  to  actively  establish  intellectual  property 
rights  over  their  traditional  knowledge  to  protect  it  against  exploitation 
by  outside  interests. 

"The  knowledge  that  Innu  people  have  about  the  land  and  animals  is  not 
something  that  anyone  can  just  pick  up.  It  is  a form  of  intellectual 
property  that  belongs  to  the  communities  that  the  Innu  Nation  represents. 
Attempting  to  gather  this  knowledge  without  the  informed  consent  of  the 
individuals  involved  and  the  Innu  Nation  is  not  only  unethical,  it  is 
theft . " 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION: 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  es051322@orion . yorku . ca  fax:  (709)  497-8396 

\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/= 


"RE : PBI-NAP:  Barriere  Lake,  Ipperwash"  

Date:  Sun,  28  Dul  1996  12:08:02  -0500 
From:  adixon@web.apc.org 

Sub j : Peace  Brigades  International-NAP  reports.  Duly 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

++  PBI-NAP  Duly  1996  Project  Bulletin  Report  ++ 

Land,  Identity  and  Leadership 


The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  (AFN)  is  the  body  of  all  the  First  Nations 
[Native  American]  chiefs  as  recognized  by  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs 
in  Canada.  The  AFN  had  their  yearly  meeting  in  early  Duly,  and  members  of 
PBI  attended  as  observers.  The  intertwined  issues  of  land,  identity  and 
leadership  that  we  have  seen  in  our  work  at  Ipperwash  and  Barriere  Lake 
were  reflected  in  those  discussions. 

At  the  meeting,  the  National  Chief  of  the  AFN,  Ovide  Mercredi,  called 
for  unity,  sovereignty,  and  civil  disobedience  in  the  face  of  what  he  sees 
as  an  effort  by  the  federal  government  to  undermine  his  leadership  and 
divide  First  Nations.  Over  the  past  year,  Indian  Affairs  has  been  active 
in  negotiating  "partnership"  agreements  over  delivery  of  services, 
sovereignty  and  resource  extraction  with  individual  and  small  groups  of 
First  Nations.  At  the  same  time,  native  leaders  have  been  pointedly  not 
invited  to  attend  national  meetings  on  constitutional  affairs. 

During  the  past  month,  the  North  America  Project  has  continued  to  be 
involved  with  the  conflicts  at  both  Ipperwash  and  Barriere  Lake. 

Background  information  to  these  conflicts  is  in  previous  issues  of  this 
bulletin  [see  the  Project  Bulletin  issues  of  Sept.  95,  March,  April  and 
Dune  96] . This  month,  our  report  includes  some  brief  updates  as  well  as  an 
interview  with  Bernard  George  on  the  history  of  the  conflict  at  Ipperwash. 

Following  are  the  other  two  parts  of  the  Peace  Brigades  International 
Project  Bulletin,  Duly  1996,  North  America  Project  section.  For  more 
information  about  PBI's  North  America  Project,  you  can  contact: 

Alan  Dixon 
27  Third  Ave. 

Ottawa,  ON  K1S  2D5 
e-mail : adixon@web.net 

for  other  information  about  PBI,  or  to  subscribe  to  the 

bulletin,  you  can  contact 

PBI-Canada 

192  Spadina,  #304 

Toronto,  ON  M5T  2C2  Canada 

(416)504-4429 

e-mail:  pbi@web.net 

or  in  the  US: 

PBI/USA 

2642  College  Ave. 

Berkeley  CA  94704  USA 
510-540-0749  FAX:  510-849-1247 
Email:  pbiusa@igc.apc.org 
or  visit: 

http: //www. igc . ape . org/pbi/ index. html 

++  PBI-NAP  Project  Bulletin  Report,  Duly  1996,  Part  II  ++ 

Barriere  Lake 

During  this  past  month,  a mediation  team  led  by  Dudge  Rejean  Paul  and 
with  the  assistance  of  two  elders  has  been  working  on  documenting  and 
defining  the  Rapid  Lake  band's  custom  for  leadership  and  governance.  The 
federal  government  recognizes  the  leadership  of  the  community  based  on  a 
section  of  the  Indian  Act  that  allows  for  a "custom"  selection,  instead  of 
the  usual  elections.  Indian  Affairs  recognized  a new,  interim  band  council 
(IBC)  last  Danuary  after  they  presented  a petition  for  a change  of  council. 
This  resulted  in  an  exacerbation  of  conflict  within  the  community  over  a 
series  of  issues  (see  the  April  bulletin  for  details). 

A mediation  proposal  was  accepted  in  late  April  by  all  parties  and  was 
to  conclude  on  Dune  30  with  a new  code  that  defined  the  custom  of  the 
community  for  choosing  chief  and  council.  As  of  mid-Duly,  the  mediation 
process  had  led  to  a draft  for  presentation  to  the  community  on  Duly  31. 

If  approved,  this  would  lead  to  another  community  meeting  to  select  the 
new  chief  and  council,  hopefully  soon. 

Meanwhile,  the  situation  at  Rapid  Lake  is  not  great.  The  mandate  of  the 
Interim  Band  Council  was  not  renewed  at  the  end  of  Dune,  although  the  Band 


administration,  under  the  federally-appointed  third  party  manager,  has 
continued  as  before  from  the  Maniwaki  offices.  Residents  of  Rapid  Lake  do 
not  feel  that  this  administration  serves  their  needs  well.  There  is  also  a 
concern  that  the  slow  pace  of  the  process  means  that  there  will  not  be 
enough  time  before  the  new  school  year  to  hire  good  teachers.  Some  of  the 
supporters  of  the  IBC  have  moved  back  to  Rapid  Lake,  but  there  is  still  a 
level  of  tension  between  the  two  sides. 

And  finally,  the  issue  of  the  Trilateral  Agreement  will  return  once  the 
leadership  issue  has  been  dealt  with.  The  Trilateral  Agreement's  final 
Integrated  Resource  Management  Plan  is  due  to  be  negotiated  by  the  end  of 
this  year.  This  could  prove  to  be  an  important  precedent  for  comanagement 
agreements  with  First  Nations.  However,  if  the  community  is  not  able  to 
work  out  their  differences,  outside  interests  are  likely  to  be  the  only 
ones  served  by  it. 

++  PBI-NAP  Project  Bulletin  Report,  Duly  1996,  Part  III  ++ 

As  I post  this,  I notice  that  it's  already  out  of  date. 

It  was  written  in  early  Duly,  and  since  that  time,  the 
SIU  has  charged  an  OPP  officer  in  connection  with  the 
shooting  of  Dudley  George  last  September.  As  far  as  I 
know,  their  report  has  not  yet  been  made  public.  The 
Toronto  Star  and  London  Free  Press  both  had  extensive 
coverage  this  past  week. 

- Alan 

Ipperwash 

Since  our  last  report,  we  have  made  three  more  visits  to  the  area  of 
Ipperwash.  We  have  been  expanding  our  circles  of  contacts,  learning  more 
about  the  conflict  and  getting  better  known  ourselves.  During  this  time, 
there  have  been  no  major  incidents.  Nevertheless,  there  is  a continuing 
high  level  of  mistrust,  even  while  a negotiating  committee  meets  and  works 
through  some  of  the  outstanding  issues. 

The  negotiation  committee  includes  representatives  from  Stoney  Point, 
Kettle  Point  and  the  federal  government,  but  not  from  the  provincial 
government.  They  have  been  working  primarily  on  the  status  of  the  old 
military  base,  and  to  some  extent  Ipperwash  Park  that  is  still  being 
occupied  and  claimed  by  Stoney  Pointers. 

An  example  of  the  continuing  tension  was  the  cancellation  of  "Ipperwash 
Days"  on  Duly  1.  This  had  been  organized  by  some  local  non-Natives  as  a 
non-political,  non-controversial  event  to  show  people  that  the  area  is 
safe  for  tourism  and  to  bring  the  communities  together.  Nevertheless,  the 
event  was  cancelled  by  the  local  town  council  after  a request  by  some 
beach-front  residents.  Instead,  a similar  event  on  the  Kettle  Point 
reserve  took  place  on  Dune  30  with  support  from  local  businesses. 

There  is  still  no  report  from  the  Special  Investigations  Unit  of  the 
Ontario  Provincial  Police  that  is  investigating  Dudley  George's  shooting 
death  last  September.  Charges  against  the  people  who  were  occupying  the 
park  on  the  night  of  the  shooting  are  still  proceeding  and  trial  dates 
have  been  set  for  October.  We  interviewed  Bernard  George,  a councillor  for 
Kettle  Point  who  was  present  on  the  night  of  the  shooting,  about  the 
situation  that  led  up  to  the  shooting. 

Excerpts  from  an  interview  with  Bernard  George 
Thursday,  May  30,  1996. 

I speak  about  the  land,  down  at  Stoney  Point  and  in  between,  because  it 
was  taken  away  in  a manner  that  it  should  never  have  been  taken  away.  It 
angered  our  people,  it  frustrated  them.  When  you  tell  a family  - you,  get 
up  and  get  out  of  here,  you  can  return  in  two  hundred  years.  What  kind  of 
feelings  does  that  bring  the  family?  When  you're  forced  to  pack  up  and 
move  because  the  government  says  you  have  to  move,  and  you've  got  no 
choice,  and  here's  two  dollars  for  you  when  you're  done  moving. 

They  were  always  talking  about  the  lands  down  there  [at  Stoney  Point] 
and  how  they  were  going  to  get  them  back.  They've  been  talking  about  it 
since  the  army  took  that  land  away  from  our  people  in  1942.  So  each  little 
demonstration,  each  little  meeting  they  had,  was  a stepping  stone,  to  get 


the  land  back,  little  by  little.  It  was  slowly  building  up.  First  it  was 
demonstrations  outside  the  fence,  when  no  one  would  go  in  there,  and  they 
would  try  and  tell  the  government  - hey  this  land  is  where  our 
grandfathers  lived  and  we  want  it  back,  you  said  you'd  give  it  back  to  us, 
so  stick  to  your  truth.  Where  is  your  honesty? 

So  they  kept  pushing  and  their  excuses  were  that  there  were  bombs  there, 
and  there's  still  need  for  it  cause  there's  wars,  and  we've  got  to  train 
people  to  fight  wars  in  other  countries.  That's  what  was  happening,  and 
they  used  that  land  down  there  in  any  way  they  could.  They  took  their  own 
children  on  there  and  wives  and  they  had  a little  camping  area,  way  down 
in  the  corner,  right  on  the  other  side  of  the  road  in  the  park  - what  they 
call  Ipperwash  Park  - there  was  an  area  back  in  there  where  all  the 
military  took  their  wives  and  their  children,  and  it  was  a family  camp 
resort  and  they  let  their  kids  run  over  the  hills  to  the  beach  there  and 
they  called  it  a dangerous  area.  And  yet  when  our  people  wanted  to  go  in 
there  and  pick  medicine,  peel  bark  off  the  trees  or  whatever,  they  were 
right  there  chasing  them  round,  with  two  or  three  jeeps,  saying  you  need 
permission  to  come  in  here,  this  is  a dangerous  area.  So  that's  how 
dangerous  it  was. 

So  our  people  started  realizing  what  the  government  was  doing  - trying 
hold  on  to  that  land  in  any  way  they  could.  So  they  started  making 
stronger  and  stronger  statements  to  the  government  and  it  came  to  a point 
where  people  started  walking  right  in  there  without  notifying  and  telling 
them  that  we're  coming  in  there. 

It  started  happening,  and  when  the  time  of  Oka  was  going  along  even 
before  then,  they  started  demonstrating,  stronger  and  stronger.  Groups  of 
people  were  starting  to  go  down  there,  and  walk  right  in  when  the  military 
was  in  there.  They  walked  right  in  the  gate,  telling  them,  I mean  I told 
them  myself,  I asked  for  some  support,  this  was  done  when  Oka  was 
happening.  There  was  a big  play  up  at  the  community  centre,  and  there  was 
a lot  of  people  there,  and  I walked  in  there  and  I was  holding  an  eagle 
feather  and  I asked  for  a support  and  I said  it  was  50  some  days  that 
people  up  at  Oka  were  under  siege  and  we're  going  to  be  here  one  minute 
for  every  day  that  you've  kept  our  people  behind  that  fence  at  gunpoint, 
so  we  were  there  for  under  an  hour,  50  some  minutes,  and  we  just  started 

on  and  when  we  got  there  I stood  right  at  the  fence. 

They  somehow  knew  that  we  were  coming,  somebody  went  running  down  there 
and  told  police  and  the  military,  "hey  you  gotta  bunch  of  Indians  coming 
here  you  better  get  ready,"  because  they  were  with  cruisers  waiting  at  the 
gate.  I looked  at  them  and  I says  what  are  they  doing  here  - we're  coming 
here  to  tell  them,  we're  not  coming  here  for  any  violence. 

So  it  was  things  like  that  where  our  people  were  starting  to  move  in 

there.  And  the  demonstrations  started  and  began  right  inside  the  fence  and 
the  military  were  realizing  that  they  could  not  stop  it.  It  was  all 
building  up,  and  other  groups  of  people  started  making  stands,  and  walking 
in  there.  We  set  up  a peace  camp  for  seven  days  - this  is  when  Oka  was 
going  on,  we  told  them,  don't  do  this  to  the  people  in  this  country, 
you're  here  to  try  to  understand  why  we're  here  and  why  you're  here. 

I'll  tell  you  about  a relation  I had,  and  it  started  when  I worked  in 
the  city.  This  was  sixteen  years  ago,  maybe  not  quite  that  far  back,  I 
worked  for  one  of  the  people  who's  on  this  ONFIRE  group.  Fie  joined  the 
ONFIRE  group,  he  also  has  a cottage  down  there  where  the  land  is  in 
dispute,  with  the  Kettle  and  Stony  Point  people. 

So,  I climbed  the  towers  in  Sarnia  and  I did  rigging  and  he  was  on  it 
and  I made  it  so  it  was  safe  for  myself  as  well  as  anybody  else  that  was 
to  do  the  job  there.  And  this  guy  helped  me,  he  taught  me  how  to  tie  a 
lifeline,  to  save  people's  lives  when  they're  working  in  the  plants  in 
Sarnia.  Fie  was  teaching  me  this,  and  I was  showing  some  respect,  he  was 
teaching  me  something  I needed  to  know. 

So  now  he  moves  down  to  the  area  down  there  [West  Ipperwash],  his  wife 
buys  a cottage,  and  then  he  claims  the  land  and  he  starts  fighting  with  us 
over  the  land,  he  tells  us  this  is  my  property,  you  Indians  get  off  my 
property.  And  this  is  a guy  I worked  for,  for  seven  or  eight  years  in 
Sarnia,  I know  the  guy,  and  he  comes  up  to  me  and  he  says,  this  is  my  land, 
you  people  get  out  of  here. 


So  they  start  putting  up  the  fences  and  say  this  belongs  to  us,  you 
Indians  can't  even  use  this  beach  any  more.  The  fight's  started,  and  they 
started  it,  they're  the  ones  that  started  the  fight  over  the  land  down 
there.  So  we  were  forced  to  take  it  into  a court  room,  and  we  did,  and 
it's  still  an  ongoing  thing. 

And  I said  this  before,  when  things  were  starting  to  happen  at  Stoney 
Point  when  the  helicopter  got  shot,  when  the  thing  started  escalating  down 
there  the  past  couple  of  years  - I told  the  police  that  were  on  the  road, 
"if  you  people  don't  stop  to  understand  what  we're  looking  for  here,  you 
never  will,  you're  going  to  force  our  people  to  the  edge  of  that  bush."  I 
says,  "when  you  force  us  to  the  edge  of  that  bush,  we're  not  going  to  turn 
around  and  I says  we're  not  going  to  go  in  that  bush,  we're  not  going  to 
run  and  hide  from  you,"  I says  "we're  going  to  turn  around  and  we're  going 
to  have  to  fight  you,  I says,  but  don't  force  us  to  do  that  because  we 
don 't  want  that. " 

The  cottage  people,  some  of  them  had  probably  gone  back  to  the  cities 
when  that  happened  down  there  [the  occupation  of  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park 
on  Sept  4],  and  a lot  of  them  were  still  here.  But  a lot  of  them  still 
want  to  talk,  a lot  come  to  our  grocery  store  and  shop,  to  our  restaurants, 
to  the  gas  station  here,  they  still  want  to  have  that  line  of 
communication,  where  there's  probably  a handful  of  them  that  resent  us. 

I wished  there  was  a lot  more  people  around,  that  could  have  helped.  But 
I mean  no  one  wants  to  get  in  the  way  of  that.  I don't  think  you  would 
have  wanted  to  walk  in  between  the  people  that  were  there  and  the  police 
force  that  they  used  against  us.  No  one  wants  to  get  in  between  that  and 
unfortunately  I did. 

The  reason  why  I did  is  because  my  family  was  there,  my  friends  were 
there,  and  it  was  not  against  the  law  to  go  down  there.  They  let  the 
people  in  there  to  go  down  and  see  how  our  people  were  in  there.  It's  no 
big  secret,  because  they  did,  they  had  their  checkpoints  there  with  ten  or 
twelve  cops  at  each  one  and  they  were  letting  people  go  right  in  there  and 
look.  So,  I went  there,  and  there  were  other  cars  travelling  on  the  roads 
the  same  time. 

Why  couldn't  they  keep  anyone  away?  Because  they  wanted  to  let  people 
know  that  they  were  the  police,  doing  their  job  to  the  best  of  their 
abilities.  But  soon  as  the  nightfall  came,  that  was  it.  Why  didn't  they  do 
it  in  the  daytime?  Did  they  have  something  to  hide?  They  did!  Why  did  they 
wait  till  dark  and  why  did  they  do  it  the  way  they  did? 

They  would  not  listen.  I went  there  because  I knew  something  was  wrong, 

I could  sense  it.  There  was  a build  up  there  for  the  past  couple  of  years. 

I could  sense  that  this  was  not  right  and  something  bad  was  going  to  come 
out  of  it,  and  I care  about  our  people  around  here,  what  happens  to  them. 

I don't  want  to  see  anything  bad  happen.  It  doesn't  matter  if  it's  the 
people  down  along  the  cottages,  I'd  be  down  there  trying  to  stop  our 
people  from  harming  anyone  if  I had  to.  Because  I want  a peaceful 
resolution  out  of  this,  I don't  want  to  see  anyone  hurt. 

When  people  get  hurt,  they  don't  know  what  hurt  is  until  it  comes  to 
them.  I mean  there's  physical  pain,  there's  emotional  pain,  there's  all 
kinds  of  pain  that  can  be  drawn  on  by  people  not  understanding  and 
realizing  that  when  you  got  a big  problem,  sit  down  and  talk  about  it 
before  it  happens.  So  what  they  did  that  night  and  the  way  they  did  it,  it 
was  the  way  they  were  taught  to  do  things.  When  I saw  all  these  cruisers 
and  paddy  wagons  heading  down  that  way,  and  heard  about  them  heading  that 
way. 

I mean,  we  all  saw  them  around  here,  they  were  everywhere.  They  were 
down  there  on  all  the  corners,  they  were  walking  around  the  bushes,  they 
were  everywhere  within  probably  15,  20  mile  radius  of  these  two  reserves. 
They  were  in  Grand  Bend,  all  the  way  around. 

And  they  were  there,  everyone  knew  they  were  there.  They  were  sitting 
there  hiding  on  the  back  roads,  they  were  there,  we  knew  they  were  there. 
And  why  did  they  do  it  at  night?  You  can't  see  what  you're  doing  at  night. 
Some  of  them  did,  because  of  the  systems  they  got  now,  night  vision,  but 
not  all  of  them.  That  was  a bad  move  on  the  part  of  the  government,  on  the 
part  of  the  police,  because  they  didn't  want  anyone  to  see,  let  alone  any 
peace  organizations,  any  media.  They  wanted  to  close  them  right  out.  And 


to  me,  they're  going  to  lose  in  the  end.  Not  by  any  violence,  they're 
going  to  lose  within  themselves,  each  one  that  was  there,  anyone  that  had 
anything  to  do  with  it,  on  giving  orders  to  do  that,  is  going  to  lose  in 
themselves . 

I think  there's  going  to  be  a lot  of  understanding  in  the  future  about 
this.  Like  anything  else,  it  takes  time.  This  is  only  a little  area  in 
this  world  where  there's  problems  and  it's  too  bad  people  can't  realize 
that  there's  a way  out,  just  look  for  it,  there  is. 

"RE : Crisis  at  IAIA"  

Date:  Sat,  27  Dul  1996  12:56:36  -0800 

From:  ecaldwel@orednet.org  (E.K.  (Kim)  Caldwell) 

Sub j : Crisis  at  Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

This  message  is  being  posted  for  the: 

CONCERNED  FACULTY  TO  SAVE  THE  INSTITUTE  OF  AMERICAN  INDIAN  ARTS 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  DULY  2,  1996 
CONTACTS:  LARRY  McNEIL,  PRESIDENT:  466-0329 
WWILSON  DAINGKAU,  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATE:  986-8267 

On  Dune  28,  1996,  17  of  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts'  28 
full-time  faculty  members  were  terminated  by  Interim  President  Bea  Rivas 
Sanchez.  Only  four  of  the  eleven  retained  faculty  are  native.  The 
Concerned  Faculty  to  Save  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts  is  a 
newly-formed  organization  comprised  of  a majority  of  both  retained  and 
terminated  faculty.  As  educators  and  Indian  people,  as  well  as  non-Indians 
involved  with  Indian  education,  we  are  concerned  with  the  future  and 
integrity  of  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts.  Collectively,  as 
faculty,  we  have  been  in  direct  contact  with  Indian  students  from  all  over 
this  continent  for  many  years.  We  have  served  as  teachers,  mentors, 
advisors,  friends.  We  speak  here  on  behalf  of  those  native  students  who 
could  not  be  present  today.  We  are  passionate  about  the  survival  of  IAIA. 

IAIA  is  not  only  an  Indian  art  school.  It  is  a unique  place  where  Indian 
youth  can  come  to  regain  what  was  torn  from  them  by  the  harsh  realities 
and  poverty  of  reservation  and  urban  life.  The  faculty,  the  majority  of 
whom  are  native  and  survivors  of  those  same  challenges,  find  that  the 
Dean,  Interim  President,  and  Board  of  Trustees  are  seriously  out  of  touch 
with  what  IAIA  is  about.  Because  of  the  actions  of  Dune  28,  IAIA  is  no 
longer  viable  as  a creative  arts  and  cultural  studies  institution.  Because 
of  those  actions  IAIA  will  cease  to  be  a refuge  of  strength  for  Native 
youth  and  communities. 

The  faculty  of  IAIA  come  forward  only  after  careful  consideration  and 
after  exhausting  every  internal  channel  available  to  us.  Not  all  faculty 
are  represented  here  because  some  fear  retribution.  Those  of  us  who  do 
come  forward  here,  come  out  of  genuine  concern  for  the  survival  of  this 
unique  cultural  institution  of  vast  potential  and  immeasurable  value.  We 
think  it  would  be  wise  at  this  time  to  investigate  the  following  concerns: 

Contrary  to  the  interim  president's  public  statements,  money  is  not  the 
reason  for  faculty  cuts.  Another  5.5  million  dollar  appropriation  is 
expected  for  the  coming  year,  providing  the  same  government  funding  as 
last  year,  with  additional  revenues  from  tuition-paying  students.  We  are 
no  longer  in  "financial  exigency."  Why,  then,  lay-off  16  full-time 
faculty,  as  well  as  all  part-timers?  Why  were  no  uniform  criteria  applied 
in  the  termination  process?  Is  it  possible  that  some  faculty  were 
terminated  in  retribution  for  expressing  their  concern  for  IAIA?  Has 
federal  money  allocated  for  faculty  been  illegally  reallocated?  Where  is 
the  money  going?  Can  we  get  a reliable  accounting  from  the  Board  of 
Trustees? 

The  interim  president  has  publicly  blamed  an  "enrollment  crisis"  for  the 
faculty  lay-offs.  Does  such  a crisis  exist?  Is  it  possible  the  supposed 
"enrollment  crisis"  has  been  manufactured  by  an  arbitrarily  set  tuition 
rate  ($9000  per  year,  plus  room  and  board)  that  is  out  of  reach  of  most 


Native  families,  lack  of  recruitment  efforts  by  administration,  failure  to 
explore  student  housing  arrangements,  and  a cap  placed  on  enrollment  by 
the  interim  president? 

The  Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts  has  been  producing  extraordinary 
artists,  writers,  and  museum  conservators  for  decades  now.  The  new 
curriculum  plan  reduces  this  unique  art  and  cultural  institution  into  an 
expensive,  mediocre  junior  college.  IAIA  students  have  historically  been 
accepted  into  some  of  the  best  four  year  programs  in  the  country  on  the 
strength  of  their  advanced  studio  work;  that  will  no  longer  be  possible 
with  the  interim  president's  new  curriculum.  Without  advanced  studios  and 
a cultural  component,  students  may  lose  entirely  their  motivation  to 
attend . 

The  current  leaders  have  reduced  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts 
to  ashes  and  have  yet  to  articulate  a vision  for  its  future.  How  could 
they?  With  neither  knowledge  nor  experience  in  Indian  arts  education,  they 
don't  understand  the  fundamental  issues.  IAIA  is  more  than  an  art  school, 
more  than  a national  center  for  Indian  arts.  The  art  that  is  produced 
there  is  not  about  grades  and  curriculum  and  money,  it  is  about  the  spirit 
and  strength  at  the  center  of  our  native  nations. 

WHAT'S  HAPPENING  AT  THE  INSTITUTE  OF  AMERICAN  INDIAN  ARTS? 

1.  Interim  President  Sanchez  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  have  turned  the 
Institute  into  a dictatorship.  Interim  President  Sanchez  rules  the 
Institute  with  an  iron  hand  and  has  created  a climate  of  intimidation  and 
intolerance  on  campus.  She  pretends  to  consult,  but  doesn't  listen  or  else 
listens  only  when  someone  agrees  with  the  plans  she's  already  made.  The 
Board  and  interim  president  have  completely  ignored  the  Community  Plan 
formulated  in  the  fall  of  1995  by  alumni,  students,  faculty,  and  staff, 
and  the  recommendations  of  the  Curriculum  Planning  Task  Force. 

2.  Interim  President  Sanchez  and  the  Board  are  intolerant  of  criticism  and 
are  willing  to  terminate  anyone  who  disagrees  with  their  "vision"  of  IAIA 
(see  item  three  below  for  the  basis  of  this  "vision").  At  least  six  of  the 
terminated  faculty  were  outspoken  critics  of  the  interim  president  and 
board's  plans.  Using  intimidation,  the  president  and  board  have  taken  away 
any  voice  the  community  might  have  had. 

3.  In  a meeting  to  discuss  curriculum  changes,  the  interim  president  said 
that  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts  exists  for  the  world,  not  for 
Indian  people. 

4.  The  President  and  Board  took  NCA,  a community  college  accreditation 
board,  seriously,  while  ignoring  NASAD,  the  accreditation  board  for  art 
colleges.  This  approach  has  turned  IAIA  into  a mediocre,  but  very 
expensive,  junior  college,  reducing  both  cultural  and  advanced  studio 
courses . 

5.  The  Institute  employs  more  than  forty  staff  and  administrative 
employees,  with  new  positions  expected  in  public  relations,  student 
services,  and  enrollment  management.  There  are  11  faculty. 

6.  The  interim  president  has  systematically  created  an  anti-faculty 
climate  at  the  Institute. 

7.  Other  colleges  have  faced  enrollment  crises- -College  of  Santa  Fe,  for 
one-  without  cutting  full-time,  permanent  faculty.  The  College  of  Santa  Fe 
is  a private  school  without  a federal  budget,  yet  President  lames  Fries 
decided  to  take  a financial  loss  rather  than  eliminate  faculty.  President 
Fries'  creative,  risk-taking  leadership  produced  the  thriving  college  we 
now  see. 

8.  The  faculty  who  survived  the  cuts  are  quality  teachers  and  artists, 
but  only  four  are  enrolled  members  of  American  Indian  tribes.  There  is  only 
one  faculty  member  (non-native)  in  Museum  Studies.  Of  the  three  faculty  in 
Creative  Writing,  only  one  is  native.  Of  the  two  in  cultural  studies,  only 
one  is  an  enrolled  member  of  an  Indian  tribe.  Of  the  five  faculty  left  in 
the  visual  arts  program,  only  two  are  native,  and  one  of  those  has  been 
appointed  Outreach  Coordinator  and  teaches  only  one  class  per  semester. 
Students  who  come  to  study  visual  arts  at  the  Institute  of  American  Indian 
Arts  get  to  study  American  Indian  Arts  with  1 1/4  Indian  artists! 

9.  Students  who  come  to  study  creative  writing  must  take  all  of  their 
writing  workshops  with  the  same  professor.  This  professor  is  an  excellent 


teacher,  but  does  not  write  fiction  or  plays.  The  interim  president  keeps 
insisting  that  we  need  twelve  students  per  class  to  create  a "critical 
mass"  in  the  classroom.  According  to  her,  this  "critical  mass"  allows  for 
a variety  of  points  of  view  and  richer  classroom  experience.  But  what 
happens  when  you  learn  everything  you  know  about  writing-  over  and 
over--from  the  same  professor?  How  "rich"  is  that  experience  for  either 
student  or  teacher?  The  situation  in  the  creative  writing  program  is 
mirrored  in  the  other  majors.  Once  again,  the  students  have  been 
victimized  by  the  Institute's  leaders. 

10.  Retained  professors  will  be  required  to  teach  classes  outside  their 
specialties.  Many  won't  be  allowed  to  teach  the  classes  they  are  most 
qualified  to  teach.  Most  advanced  classes  will  no  longer  be  offered. 

11.  The  interim  president  has  said  that  the  money  saved  by  not  rehiring 
faculty  would  be  used  to  improve  student  life  and  to  recruit  new  students. 
Student  life  needs  improving,  but  pouring  money  into  recruiting  will  work 
only  if  there  is  a valid  school  to  recruit  for;  when  word  of  the  "new" 

IAIA  reaches  prospective  students,  recruiting  will  become  very  difficult 
indeed . 

12.  The  interim  president  may  be  applying  for  the  permanent  position  of 
president  of  IAIA.  The  interim  president  is  also  currently  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  that  is  making  the  presidential  appointment.  To  an 
outsider,  this  will  give  the  appearance  of  impropriety.  There  can  be  only 
one  acceptable  solution  to  this  moral  dilemma:  The  interim  president 
should  resign  from  the  Board  if  she  wants  her  application  considered. 

NOTE:  Bea  Rivas-Sanchez  was  selected  for  the  position  of  president  over 
two  qualified  native  final  candidates.  When  asked  about  the  native 
preference  policy,  Ms.  Sanchez  answered  that  she  was  Mexican  Indian. 

13.  Barbara  Blum,  Chair  of  the  Presidential  Search  Committee,  has  refused 
to  allow  more  than  one  faculty  member  to  sit  on  the  search  committee  and 
insists  that  the  past  leaders  of  both  the  ASG  and  the  Alumni  Association 
sit  on  the  committee,  despite  the  fact  that  new  leaders  were  in  place 
before  the  application  deadline. 

14.  The  lone  faculty  member  on  the  Presidential  Search  Committee,  while  he 
is  a dedicated,  trustworthy  person,  is  non-native  and  was  not  selected  by 
the  faculty.  He  was,  instead,  appointed,  apparently  by  Ken  Blankenship, 
former  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

15.  The  interim  president  has  used  averages  and  means  to  make  her 
decisions,  with  no  regard  for  the  uniqueness  of  IAIA  and  native  cultures. 
Never  do  we  hear  of  her  making  a decision  because  it  is  in  the  interest  of 
Indian  people  or  because  it  is  the  right  thing  to  do. 

16.  Board  of  Trustees'  members- -even  native  Board  members- -have  allowed 
the  interim  president  to  run  roughshod  over  the  Institute  and  have, 
apparently,  approved  her  destructive  decisions.  Meanwhile,  a positive  plan 
for  the  Institute's  future 

[ More  information  on  this  subject  can  be  obtained  via  the  Web  page  at 

"http://purl.oclc.org/NET/ctsiaia/"  --Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us)  ] 

"RE : Lubicon:  Unocal  vs  Aboriginal  Rights"  

Date:  Fri,  26  Jul  1996  15:03:58  MET-1MEST 
From:  h440t4@edvl.boku.ac.at  (SCHWARZBAUER  PETER) 

Sub j : Lubicon:  Unocal  / Aboriginal  Rights  Coalition  debate 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ For  more  information  about  the  Lubicon  situation,  please  see  the  Web  page 

at  "http://bioc09.uthscsa.edu/natnet/archive/nl/lubicon.html"  --Gary  ] 

Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation 
Little  Buffalo  Lake,  Alberta 
Phone:  403-629-3945 
Fax:  403-629-3939 
Mailing  address: 

3536  - 106  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T63  1A4 


Phone:  403-436-5652 
Fax:  403-437-0719 

Dune  2,  1996 

Enclosed  for  your  information  are  copies  of  a self-explanatory  exchange 
of  correspondence  between  the  Co-Chair  of  the  Aboriginal  Rights 
Coalition  Lorraine  Land  and  Unocal  Canada  President  Fritz  Perschon. 

Mr.  Perschon  made  similar  comments  during  a meeting  in  New  York 
with  the  Interchurch  Committee  on  Corporate  Responsibility. 

The  New  York  meeting  was  called  to  discuss  a resolution  of  the  Lubicon 
situation  which  the  Securities  Exchange  Commission  has  ruled  has  to  be 
entertained  at  Unocal's  Annual  General  Meeting  outside  of  Los  Angles 
on  Dune  3rd.  Comments  made  by  Mr.  Perschon  during  the  New  York 
meeting,  and  echoed  in  remarks  made  in  his  letter  to  Ms.  Land,  constitute 
a kind  of  contemporary  version  of  the  19th  century  gospel  of  Manifest 
Destiny;  namely,  that  it's  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty  of  white 
Anglo-Saxon  protestant  resource  exploitation  companies  like  Unocal  to 
transform  the  land  and  resources  of  the  world  into  wealth  necessary  to 
heal  the  sick,  clothe  the  naked,  educate  the  ignorant  and  provide  for  the 
retirement  years  of  elderly  Unocal  shareholders . 

Mr.  Perschon  clearly  takes  this  role  of  evangelist  for  old-style 
corporate  colonialism  seriously  despite  its  overtly  racist,  imperialist 
and  mercenary  implications. 

At  one  point  during  the  meeting  Mr.  Perschon  said  solemnly  "I  have  a 
responsibility  to  all  Canadians  to  help  pay  for  education  and  welfare  -- 
not  only  to  the  Lubicons".  He  announced  proudly  "I'm  carrying  that 
forward" . 

At  another  point  during  the  meeting  Mr.  Perschon  rejected  the  suggestion 
that  Unocal  bears  some  responsibility  for  the  plight  of  the  Lubicon 
because  Unocal  profits  from  it.  He  said  "Saying  that  the  land  was  stolen 
is  just  history".  He  said  "That  happens  everywhere". 

Mr.  Perschon  indignantly  charged  that  the  religious  shareholders 
moving  the  Lubicon  resolution  are  "asking  me  to  make  a decision  on 
peoples'  pension  income  to  reduce  their  pension  income". 

Mr.  Perschon  angrily  asked  religious  shareholders  "Are  you  guys 
talking  to  the  Dews  about  getting  them  out  of  Israel?"  He  said  "They 
took  that  land  from  the  Arabs". 

Thus  clearly  assured  of  the  righteousness  of  Unocal's  actions  in  carrying 
out  a great  eternal  plan  on  behalf  of  all  mankind,  it's  no  wonder  that  Mr. 
Perschon  is  annoyed  with  such  trifling  complaints  that  he's  complicit  in 
the  genocide  of  a small  indigenous  society. 

Mr.  Perschon  needs  to  be  firmly  disabused  of  the  notion  that  he  has  a 
divine  mandate  to  do  what  he  does.  The  idea  that  Unocal  profits  are 
synonymous  with  the  onward  and  upward  march  of  western  civilization 
is  a truly  frightening  one. 

Attachment  1 - Letter  from  Loraine  Land,  Co-Chair  of  the  Aboriginal 
Rights  Coalition  (Project  North)  to  Fritz  Perschon. 

Aboriginal  Rights  Coalition  (Project  North) 

151,  Laurier  E. 

Ottawa,  Ontario 
KIN  6N8 

Tel:  (613)  235-9956 
Fax:  (613)  235-1302 

May  9,  1996 

Mr.  Fritz  H.  Perschon,  Dr. 

President  and  General  Manager 

Unocal  Canada  Limited 

150  - 6th  Avenue,  S.W.,  Box  999 

Calgary,  Alberta  T2P  2K6 

PH:  (403)  268  - 0176/FX:  (403)  268  - 0153 


Dear  Mr.  Perschon: 


I am  writing  on  behalf  of  the  Aboriginal  Rights  Coalition  (Project  North). 
ARC  is  the  collective  voice  of  Canadas'  national  churches  working  on 
Aboriginal  justice  issues  in  partnership  with  Aboriginal  peoples  and 
community  groups.  The  coalition  partners  include  the  Anglican,  United, 
Presbyterian,  Roman  Catholic,  Evangelical  Lutheran,  and  Christian 
Reformed  denominations  in  Canada,  the  Mennonite  Central  Committee, 
the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  (Quakers),  the  Missionary  Oblates  and 
the  Jesuits.  The  coalition  is  comprised  of  a network  of  Canadians  - 
Native  and  non-Native  who  are  involved  with  Aboriginal  issues  at  the 
regional  and  local  levels  in  many  parts  of  Canada.  You  may  recall  that 
ARC  national  church  representatives  spoke  as  intervenors  at  the  ERCB 
hearings  into  the  Unocal  sour  gas  plant  application  in  1994,  at  which  you 
were  present. 

The  Aboriginal  Rights  Coalition  is  writing  to  convey  our  profound 
concern  and  disappointment  with  a letter  you  wrote  to  Ms.  Lea  Wood  on 
March  8,  1996,  in  response  to  a letter  Ms.  Wood  wrote  to  Prime  Minister 
Jean  Chretien  regarding  the  Lubicon  Cree.  Your  letter  would  seem  to 
indicate  a profound  ignorance  of  the  Lubicon  situation  and  of  the 
situation  of  Aboriginal  peoples  in  general.  Yet,  we  know  that  you  have 
personally  monitored  this  situation  closely,  especially  since  it  became 
apparent  that  the  Lubicon  were  opposing  Unocal's  construction  of  a sour 
gas  plant  on  their  traditional  territory.  We  must  assume,  given  your 
knowledge  of  the  Lubicon  situation,  that  your  response  is  a deliberate 
attempt  to  mislead  Ms.  Wood,  and  the  public,  through  a serious 
misrepresentation  and  distortion  of  reality. 

In  your  letter  you  state  that  the  Canadian  and  Alberta  governments  have 
"settled"  with  "several  other  aboriginal  peoples"  and  that  this  forces  one  to 
ask  "why  a settlement  hasn't  been  possible"  with  the  Lubicon.  You  then 
go  on  to  ponder  "how  much  the  Lubicon  negotiators  are  responsible  for 
that" . 

To  blame  the  'Lubicon  for  their  own  plight  is  a familiar  tactic.  However, 
even  a cursory  familiarity  with  the  Lubicon  story  reveals  the  frailty  of  this 
assertion.  Numerous  inquiries  into  the  Lubicon  situation,  investigating 
how  and  why  the  people  have  been  denied  their  Aboriginal  land  rights  for 
the  past  fifty-six  years,  has  led  a number  of  Canadian  and  international 
observers,  including  the  United  Nations  Human  Rights  Committee,  and 
church  groups  around  the  world,  to  conclude  that  successive  Canadian 
governments  are  unwilling  and  the  Canadian  Courts  incapable  of 
effectively  addressing  Lubicon  Aboriginal  land  rights.'  To  unknowingly 
continue  to  propagate  the  idea  that  somehow  the  Lubicon  are  to  blame  for 
the  fact  that  their  land  rights  are  not  settled  is  irresponsible  and  wrong. 

To  knowingly  communicate  this  idea  is  offensive. 

In  response  to  Ms.  Wood's  "theory"  that  "the  plight  of  the  Lubicon  is 
entirely  the  fault  of  unrestricted  resource  development"  you  say  that  "to 
give  that  theory  any  validity"  she  needs  to  answer  two  questions: 

1.  Why  hasn't  this  development  had  the  same  effect  on  the  other 
aboriginal  groups  in  this  same  area  who  are  thriving  under  the 
same  amount  of  development? 

2.  There  are  areas  in  B.C.,  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan  that  have 
much  higher  concentrations  of  resource  development,  again, 
with  no  adverse  affects. 

Mr.  Perschon,  how  can  you  make  these  statements  when  undoubtedly  you 
are  aware  of  the  Lubicon  situation  and  of  the  general  condition  of  First 
Nations  communities  in  Canada?  These  statements  make  it  hard  for  ARC 
to  believe  that  you  are  not  purposely  trying  to  mislead  someone  who  has 
written  to  you  out  of  concern  for  the  Lubicon  people. 

The  immense  amount  and  value  of  resources  that  are  extracted  daily  from 
Lubicon  territory,  with  no  benefits  flowing  to  the  Lubicon,  is  an  abhorrent 
reality  that  is  repeated  over  and  over  again  from  coast  to  coast  in  First 
Nations  communities.  The  negative  impact  on  First  Nations  in  Canada 
of  this  enormous  resource  exploitation  is  known  worldwide  and  the 
resulting  negative  international  attention  is  an  ongoing  source  of 
humiliation  for  the  Canadian  government.  Significantly  lower  life 
expectancy,  high  suicide  rates,  third  world  living  conditions,  high  rates 
of  TB  and  illiteracy  are  facts  of  life  for  many  Aboriginal  people  in 


Canada.  How  do  you  justify  your  statements  in  light  of  this 
well-documented  reality? 

ARC,  and  its  predecessor  Project  North,  has  monitored  Aboriginal  land 
and  other  rights  for  twenty  five  years  in  Canada.  A key  issue  on  which 
the  Coalition  liaised  with  government  and  conducted  public  education  is 
the  matter  of  resource  development  in  areas  of  Canada  where  Aboriginal 
land  rights  settlements  have  not  been  completed  or  are  under  contention. 

The  Aboriginal  Rights  Coalition  strongly  opposes  any  resource 
development  on  aboriginal  lands  (including  Unocalls  sour  gas  processing 
plant),  which  takes  place  before  a proper  land  rights  settlement  has  been 
concluded,  unless  there  is  full  and  informed  consent  from  the  aboriginal 
community.  Most  of  the  national  churches  in  Canada  have  clear  policies 
opposing  development  on  unceded  Aboriginal  land  until  land  rights  are 
settled . 

Mr.  Perschon,  ARC  has  learned  that  listening  to  Aboriginal  peoples  is 
crucial  for  building  and  maintaining  meaningful  relationships.  We 
perceive  a need  for  ongoing  dialogue  to  work  towards  reconciliation 
between  Aboriginal  peoples  and  Canadians.  We  strongly  recommend  that 
you  undertake  to  establish  meaningful  and  constructive  relationships  with 
the  Lubicon  and  all  the  First  Nations  on  whose  land  your  organization 
operates.  This  will  provide  an  opportunity  for  you  to  become  more 
familiar  with  their  particular  struggles  and  will  provide  you  with  the 
information  you  need  to  avoid  more  regrettable  statements  such  those  in 
your  letter  to  Ms.  Wood. 

We  would  appreciate  a prompt  reply  as  we  have  promised  to  share 
your  response  with  the  national  churches,  network  groups,  and 
Aboriginal  representatives  of  the  coalition. 

Sincerely, 

Lorraine  Land 
Co-Chair 

Attachment  2.  - Response  to  above  letter  from  F.  Perschon. 

Fritz  H.  Perschon,  Dr. 

President  and  General  Manager 
Unocal  Canada  Limited 

150  - 6th  Avenue  S.W.,  Box  999 
Calgary,  Alberta  T2P  2K6 
Telephone  (403)  268-0176 

FAX  (403)  268-0507 

May  13,1996 

Aboriginal  Rights  Coalition  (Project  North) 

151  Laurier  N. 

Ottawa,  Ontario 
KIN  6N8 

Attn:  Lorraine  Land 
Dear  Ms.  Land: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  May  9,  1996.  1 value  your  input  as  I know 
that  your  organization  at  least  has  some  first-hand  knowledge  of  the 
Lubicon  situation.  If,  however,  you  believe  you  have  all  of  the  truth,  then 
anything  that  follows  in  this  letter  will  probably  be  meaningless. 

I will  continue  on  the  assumption  that  you  believe  that  all  of  us  are 
sinners  saved  only  by  the  grace  of  God.  I will  further  assert  that  the 
Lubicons  and  their  supporters  fall  into  that  group.  Therefore,  by  that  very 
premise,  one  has  to  admit  that  they  also  are  not  perfect  and  are  capable  of 
falsehoods.  I have  heard  statements  like  "Chief  Ominayak  is  beyond 
reproach,"  and  I have  been  accused  of  being  the  very  opposite.  The  fact 
is,  the  Lubicons  and  their  supporters  have  at  times  placed  themselves 
above  the  law  and  have  used  illegal  and  questionable  tactics  under  the 
assumption  that  "the  end  justifies  the  means".  One  can  publicly  see  that 
from  what  happened  in  1988.  1 see  nowhere  in  the  Bible  where  Christ 
taught  or  condoned  that  type  of  action. 


You  may  not  want  to  believe  what  I say  but,  hopefully,  you  at  least  would 
grant  me  that  I know  more  about  how  Chief  Ominayak  has  treated  Unocal 
and  me  personally  than  you  do.  You  suggest  that  I undertake  to  establish 
meaningful  and  constructive  relationships  with  the  Lubicon.  I have 
indicated  a willingness  to  open  dialogue  with  them.  Chief  Ominayak  is 
the  one  who  has  stated  that  he  is  unwilling  to  be  in  the  same  room  with 
a liar  like  me.  Again,  I challenge  you  to  show  me  where  this  attitude  is 
supported  in  the  Bible. 

I stand  by  my  statements  to  Ms.  Lea  Wood.  I can  challenge  her  to  ponder 
these  questions  because  I have  talked  to  Lubicons  who  have  asked  these 
same  questions.  Again,  you  may  doubt  what  I say,  but  you  cannot 
dismiss  the  fact  that  the  Woodland  Cree  (including  some  former 
Lubicons)  live  in  the  same  environment  and  represent  a stark  contrast  to 
the  Lubicons.  You  also  must  know  that  the  Lubicons  could  have 
accepted  a similar  settlement.  Whether  you  see  that  as  a just  and  fair 
settlement  only  you  can  judge. 

I admit  that  although  I want  to  see  and  pray  for  a just  and  fair  settlement 
for  the  Lubicons,  I do  not  know  what  that  would  entail.  I say  this  on 
several  accounts.  First  of  all,  there  is  so  much  conflicting  data,  that  I 
don't  know  what  the  truth  is  in  this  long  standing  dispute  with  the 
Government.  Based  on  my  experience,  I cannot  take  the  simple  approach 
that  the  Lubicons  are  all  truth  and  the  Government  is  all  falsehood.  I 
believe  God,  not  our  natural  parents  and  ancestors,  has  placed  us  where 
we  are  in  time  and  space.  The  resources  of  this  earth  have  been  given  to 
all  people  to  share,  not  to  claim  as  their  own.  Governments  have  been 
established  to  determine  this. 

I can  share  with  you  that  Unocal  has  not  made,  nor  is  likely  to  make  one 
single  cent  of  profit  from  this  project.  I can,  however,  say  that  through 
government  royalties  and  taxes,  the  Canadian  public,  including  the 
Lubicons  via  transfer  payments,  have  received  revenue.  This  money  has, 
among  other  things,  gone  to  fund  education,  health,  inf rastructure, 
security  and  welfare.  In  addition,  Unocal  has  supplied  ongoing  work  for 
several  people  including  2 Lubicons  and  many  others  during  the 
construction  phase  of  this  project.  Some  of  their  personal  income  taxes 
and  spending,  again,  have  been  recycled  to  make  Canada  the  great  nation 
that  it  is. 

I will  close  with  two  last  thoughts.  The  first  is  that  until  people  are 
willing  to  concede  that  they  do  not  have  all  truth  and  knowledge,  and  are 
willing  to  open  their  minds  to  other  possibilities,  conflicts  cannot  be 
resolved.  Secondly,  I would  submit  that  society  becomes  better  only  as 
people  support  each  other  personally,  not  through  legislation  or  causes. 
Better  individuals  elect  and  make  for  better  governments.  I personally  am 
committed  to  working  with  the  people  God  gives  me  day  to  day.  In  that 
way,  my  service  can  bear  fruit. 

I hope  these  thoughts  will  help  stimulate  the  minds  of  your  members  and 
supporting  churches  to  effectively  let  all  of  us  live  more  productive  and 
supportive  lives. 

Sincerely 

Fritz  H.  Perschon,  Dr. 

Ms.  Lea  Wood 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  NATCHAT,  NativeWeb  & 
NATIVE- L listservers;  UUCP  & genie  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, 
rec . arts . books . reviews, rec .arts . books, alt . books . mystery. 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  , don. rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Oh,  yes,  I went  to  the  white  man's  schools.  I learned  to  read  from 
school  books,  newspapers  and  the  Bible.  But  in  that  time  I found  that 
these  were  not  enough.  Civilized  people  depend  too  much  on  man-made 
printed  pages.  I turn  to  the  Great  Spirit's  book  which  is  the  whole  of 
his  creation.  You  can  read  a big  part  of  that  book  if  you  study  nature. 
You  know,  if  you  take  all  your  books,  lay  them  out  under  the  sun,  and 
let  the  snow  and  rain  and  insects  work  on  them  for  a while  there  will 
be  nothing  left.  But  the  Great  Spirit  has  provided  you  and  me  with  the 
opportunity  for  study  in  nature's  university,  the  forests,  the  rivers, 
the  mountains,  and  the  animals  which  include  us." 

Tatanka  Mani,  Stoney 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

! I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe,  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  j 

| of  the  Republic  | 

I and  to  the  individual  freedoms  I 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 


borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


ions  Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

If  you  were  attending  an  event  hosted  by  some  part  of  the  dominant 
society,  and  an  insect  interrupted  the  words  being  spoken  it  would  probably 
be  waved  away  or  swatted  in  anger. 

All  insects  are  part  of  Creator's  gift,  and  some  are  held  in  great  honor 
by  many  people  of  the  First  Nations.  The  reaction  to  the  entry  of  such  an 
insect  is  regarded  quite  differently.  Last  week  those  around  the  drum  arbor 
stopped  and  gazed  in  awe  and  thankfulness  as  a dragonfly  lit  on  the 
speaker's  microphone  and  hovered  there,  offering  its  own  blessing  on  the 
Circle.  We  looked  into  the  Circle  to  see  a black  swallowtail  butterfly 
offer  its  dance,  while  above  and  to  the  west  a Red  Tail  Hawk  answered  with 
his. 

And  we  returned  thanks... 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 


- Cheyenne  Arrow  Keeper  in  Dire  Need 

- RACIST  British  Budweiser  Ads 

- Hopi  Chairman  Big  Mountain  Response  - 

- Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas  Cometary 

- We  are  not  Hispanic 

- Statements  by  the  Crees 

- Chemical  Warfare  on  Vermont  Forests  - 

- Vee  Salabiye  Crosses  Over 

- Review:  Moonbird  Boy 

- New  on  NativeWeb 

- Poem:  Wannabe 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Cheyenne  Arrow  Keeper  in 


Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 
Native  Youth  Suicide  Report 
Poem:  Little  Princess  Underfoot 
Need  EIS  on  White  Pine  Mine 
New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy 
New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy 
Leech  Lake  Chairman  Defies  Council 
Olympics  Story 


Dire  Need" 


Date:  Sun,  4 Aug  1996  18:54:29  -0400 
From:  TallEagle@aol.com 

Sub j : Re:  N.A.S.L.  S.  Cheyenne  Arrow  Keeper  in  dire  NEED 


UUCP  email 


I am  posting  this  for  Lou  White  Eagle,  and  the  Arrow  Keeper.  Neither  of 
whom  have  access  to,  or  knowledge  of  computers. 

URGENT- -CRITICAL- -URGENT  7/26/96 

Dear  Friends,  Relatives,  and  Concerned  Citizens, 

I,  Luther  White  Eagle,  as  a Tsistsistas  Priest  of  the  Sacred  Arrows  and 
Medicine  Bundles  of  the  Southern  Cheyenne  Tribe  of  Oklahoma,  would  like  to 
share  my  great  concerns  about  the  Tsistsistas  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  Arrows  and 
Medicine  Bundles,  Bill  Red  Hat,  Hr.,  his  wife,  Nellie,  and  their  nine 


children  and  two  grandchildren  of  Longdale,  Oklahoma.  This  family  is  in 
critical  need  of  your  great  assistance.  We  are  urgently  seeking  financial 
and  material  help  in  the  construction  of  a home  large  enough  to  safely  house 
this  family. 

For  the  past  nine  years,  the  Arrow  Keeper  and  his  family  have  been  living 
in  a one-room  home  with  one-inch,  plywood  walls,  no  insulation,  no  indoor 
plumbing,  no  floors,  and  a wood-burning  stove  is  their  only  source  of  heat. 
This  home  has  deteriorated  to  such  a degree  that  it  is  no  longer  liveable 
for  another  year.  With  winter  fast  approaching,  we  are  concerned  for  the 
health  and  safety  of  the  Arrow  Keeper  and  his  family. 

On  October  23,  1993,  the  Tsistsistas  (Southern  Cheyenne)  Traditional 
Cheyenne  Chiefs,  the  Traditional  Headsmen  and  Members  of  the  Traditional 
Societies  (Bow  String,  Hoof  Rattle,  Kit  Fox  and  Dog  Soldiers),  selected  and 
appointed  Bill  Red  Hat,  3r.  as  the  permanent  Tsistsistas  Keeper  of  the 
Sacred  Arrows  and  Medicine  Bundles.  This  is  a great  honor  with  great 
responsibilities  for  the  Cheyenne  people  as  a whole,  and  it  is  deplorable 
that  a man  in  such  a Sacred  Traditional  and  Ceremonial  position  should  be 
forced  to  live  in  this  manner. 

In  the  Tsistsistas  (Cheyenne)  Traditional  and  Ceremonial  Way  of  Life,  the 
Keeper  of  the  Sacred  Arrows ' position  requires  the  great  responsibilities  of 
keeping,  protecting,  maintaining  and  upholding  the  Sacred  Arrows  and  Medicine 
Bundles,  and  therefore,  the  Cheyenne  people  as  a whole,  on  a daily  basis.  As 
Arrow  Keeper,  Mr.  Red  Hat  shoulders  the  great  responsibility  of  providing 
Cheyenne  Traditional  and  Ceremonial  Sacred  and  Spiritual  services  for  the 
Cheyenne  people,  but  also  anyone  who  seeks  his  assistance.  Day  or  night,  Mr. 
Red  Hat  is  available  to  his  people;  daily  he  enters  the  Sacred  Arrow  Tipi, 
makes  the  "Sacred  Fire,"  and  performs  the  rituals  of  daily  Sacred  Prayers, 
smoking  his  Sacred  Pipe  to  Maheo  (God),  the  prophet.  Sweet  Medicine,  and  the 
Spirit  World  of  Nowah'wus  (Bear  Butte),  as  well  as  the  Sacred  Elements  of 
this  world,  not  only  for  the  Cheyenne  people,  but  the  people  of  all  nations 
on  Mother  Earth. 

Bill  Red  Hat,  Dr.,  a Vietnam  Combat  Veteran,  and  his  family  receive  no 
assistance  from  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma.  Until  recently 
he  was  receiving  some  disability  benefits  from  the  Veteran's  Administration, 
but  these  funds  have  been  cut  off.  Currently,  Mr.  Red  Hat  is  working  to 
reinstate  these  benefits,  but  we  all  know  how  difficult  government  and  red 
tape  can  be.  He  is  in  great  need  of  help  in  getting  these  benefits 
reinstated,  not  to  mention  his  urgent  need  for  a safe  home.  Therefore,  any 
assistance  that  you  can  provide  in  the  form  of  finances,  materials  and/or 
labor,  or  help  with  his  lost  benefits  would  be  essential  to  his  family's 
livelihood . 

The  Tsistsistas  Sacred  Arrows  and  Sacred  Ceremonial  Way  of  Life  that  Mr. 

Red  Hat  maintains,  upholds  and  protects  is  over  4,000  years  old.  These 
great  responsibilities  are  bound  by  Ancient  Traditional  Tribal  Laws, 
Traditional  and  Ceremonial  Customs  that  the  Cheyenne  people  have  always 
followed,  obeyed,  and  carried  out,  even  in  the  most  trying  of  times,  such  as 
this  hectic  society  we  live  in  today. 

These  Cheyenne  Ancient  and  tremendous  responsibilities  would  be  more 
easily  carried  out  if  the  Arrow  Keeper  and  his  family  were  provided  with  a 
much  needed  decent  and  safe  home.  To  that  end,  your  great  assistance  is  now 
requested  and  appreciated  very  much. 

As  caring  and  responsible  friends,  relatives,  and  citizens,  let  us  please 
combine  our  concerned  efforts  together  to  provide  the  much  needed  help  for 
Bill  Red  Hat,  Dr.  and  his  family  through  your  concerns  and  prayers,  as  he 
does  for  you  on  a daily  basis. 

For  further  information  on  how  you  can  help,  please  contact: 

Luther  Medicine  Bird  White  Eagle 
1100  Pond  Creek  Road 
Ashland  City,  TN  37015 

or  call: 


(615)298-1059 


Respectfully  submitted  for  the  continued  existence  of  oun  Tsistsistas 
Traditional  and  Ceremonial  People, 


"RE : RACIST  British  Budweiser  Ads"  

Date:  Thu,  1 Aug  1996  21:19:56  -0400 
From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - Fwd:  Media  Alert-  RACIST  British  Budweiser  ads 
UUCP  email 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The  North  American  Spirit  Lodge  COUNCIL  has  recently  decided  to  involve  the 
N.A.S.L.  in  the  following  issue  (forwarded  information  below):  regarding 
RACIST  Budweiser  television  commercials  appearing  on  British  TV  - depicting 
NA's  drinking  BUDWEISER  BEER  as  described  below.  Calls  were  recently  made  to 
friends  in  England  to  verify  the  facts  reported  - and  yes  such  a television 
commercial  as  described  has  been  appearing  in  Britain  for  a number  of  months 
now.  Anyone  (including  non-members  of  N.A.S.L.)  interested  in  voicing  their 
protests  in  letters  can  do  so  via  the  e-mail  address  as  follows  directly  to 
that  beer  company. 

The  e-mail  address  for  Anheuser-Busch  is:  budmaster@budweiser.com 

Thank  You  for  any  attention  you  care  to  give  this  issue. 

Miketben@aol.com  - N.A.S.L.  Correspondence  Secretary 
DAKKASWAN@aol.com  - N.A.S.L.  Chairperson 


From:  DBowden@gnn.com  (David  Bowden) 

Date:  96-07-16  15:42:37  EDT 

In  Todays  Wall  Street  Journal  it  was  reported  that  Anheuser  Busch  is 
using  beer-guzzling  American  Indians  to  sell  Budweiser  in  Britain. 

The  ad  which  is  being  shown  on  television  and  in  movie  theather's,  is 
named  Pale  Rider.  It  follows  a truck  driver  who  is  operating  a truck  for 
a firm  called  Chieftain  cement  company.  On  the  side  of  the  truck  is  a 
company  logo  of  a Indian  with  a war  bonnet. 

The  ad  shows  the  driver  walking  into  a bar  patronized  by  a crowd  of 
American  Indians.  The  bartender  an  older  Native  is  shocked  by  the  man's 
pale  face  which  is  covered  by  cement  dust.  The  driver  then  dunks  his  face 
in  a barrel  of  water  which  washes  away  the  dust  showing  him  to  be  a American 
Indian.  The  camera  then  zooms  in  to  show  the  driver  gulping  down  a bottle 
of  Budweiser. 

Budweiser  knowing  fully  well  that  the  showing  of  this  stereotyping  ad  in 
the  United  States  would  raise  all  sorts  of  problems  for  them  think  that  it 
is  ok  for  it  to  be  shown  in  Britain.  To  quote  Peter  Jackson  Marketing 
director  of  Budweiser  in  the  UK  and  Ireland  "In  the  UK  there  aren't  any 
inappropriate  or  stereotypical  images  of  Native  Americans". 

"He's  a Native  American:  he  expresses  genuine  American  values,"  says  Lewis 
Blackwell, editor  of  the  UK.  advertising  publication  Creative  Review. 

However,  Some  Native  American  Spokespersons  differ  with  this.  Suzan 
Shown  Harjo,  a Cheyenne  and  Muskogee  who  is  the  president  of  the  Morning 
Star  Institute  a Indian  rights  advocacy  group  based  in  Washington  D.C. 

States:  "From  driving  a truck  That  uses  Native  American  imagery  to  furthering 
the  impression  that  Indian  people  are  so  closely  linked  with  booze-it's  just 
a continuation  of  the  stereotype" 

Stanley  Knick,  director  of  the  Native  American  Resource  Center  in  Pembroke, 
N.C  says:  Its  like  if  the  tree  falls  in  the  woods  and  there's  no  one  to  hear 
it."  "It  doesn't  matter  if  no  Native  person  ever  sees  that  ad,  the  stereotype 
is  still  being  carried  on." 

Source;  The  Wall  Street  Journal 

I personally  feel  that  it  is  time  for  a letter  writing  blitz  and  public 


demonstration  against  Budweiser. 

What  do  you  think? 

David  Bowden 
DBowden@gnn . com 

"RE : Hopi  Chairman  Big  Mountain  Response"  

Date:  Wed,  31  Dul  1996  14:50:53  LOCAL 

From:  cdm@azstarnet.com  (Cynthia  M.  Dagnal-Myron) 

Sub j : Hopi  Chairman  Big  Mountain  Response 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
THIS  IS  AN  EXCERPT  FROM: 

The  Chairman's  Report  to  the  Hopi  People  Duly  19,  1996 

Hopi  Tutuveni 
P.O.  Box  123 
Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039 

ANY  COMMUNICATION  YOU  WISH  TO  HAVE  WITH  THE  CHAIRMAN  OR  OTHERS  ABOUT  THIS 
EXCERPT  SHOULD  BE  ADDRESSED  TO  THE  ABOVE.  THIS  EXCERPT  IS  OFFERED  AS  HIS 
INTERPRETATION  OF  EVENTS  ALONE,  OFFERED  INITIALLY  TO  THE  HOPI  PUBLIC  VIA 
THEIR  OWN  LOCAL  NEWSPAPER  TO  ANSWER  OTHER  ARTICLES  PUBLISHED  WORLDWIDE  ABOUT 
THIS  EVENT. 

"...The  Chairman's  office  has  been  very  busy  protecting  Hopi 
natural  resources  on  HPL  at  Big  Mountain  in  the  face  of  Sundance 
activities  in  the  area. 

You  may  know  that  in  the  Big  Mountain  area  of  Hopi  Partitioned 
Land  (HPL),  some  Navajo  families  have  hosted  a Lakota  religious 
ceremony  called  the  Sundance.  There  were  two  requests  for  a Sundance, 
one  which  was  authorized  with  conditions  (camp  #2).  The  other  was 
denied,  because  the  request  came  from  Na  vajos  who  were  not  residents  of 
HPL  (camp#l).  For  the  most  part,  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  done  very  little  in 
the  past  to  respond  to  these  ceremonies,  and  to  regulate  the  large  groups  of 
people  that  have  come  from  all  over  the  world. 

Here  is  some  historical  background:  In  the  early  1980s,  the 
Sundance  ceremony  was  originally  established  as  a healing  ceremony  and 
as  part  of  the  movement  by  some  Navajos  to  resist  forced  relocation  from 
Hopi  lands.  The  site  identified  by  the  relocation  resisters  for  this  Sundance 
is  southwest  of  Big  Mountain  and  near  Rocky  Ridge.  The  Big  Mountain 
Survival  Camp,  as  it  is  known,  was  established  and  declared  Sovereign 
Dine  territory,  even  though  it  is  on  Hopi  lands.  This  location  served  both 
as  a site  for  the  annual  religious  event,  and  a base  for  resistance  to 
relocation.  The  site  also  proved  to  be  helpful  in  gathering  sympathy, 
support  and  aid  from  the  rest  of  the  world  in  resisting  relocation,  because 
the  Sundance  attracted  a lot  of  non-Indians  and  Indians  from  remote 
locations  who  had  no  understanding  of  the  disputes  between  Hopi  and 
Navajo.  This  gave  the  resistance  movement  a large  audience  of  easily 
influenced  people,  who  could  be  convinced  to  provide  financial  and 
political  support  for  their  resistance  movement. 

The  Sundance  became  more  than  a Native  American  religious 
ceremony  of  healing.  It  also  became  a political  weapon.  By  claiming  that 
any  efforts  to  restrict  these  religious  ceremonies  was  a violation  of  their 
right  to  practice  the  religion  of  their  choice  and  a violation  of  the  Native 
American  Religious  Freedom  Act,  (NARFA),  the  resistance  movement 
further  complicated  Hopi  efforts  to  take  jurisdiction  over  its  land  and  to 
protect  its  natural  resources. 

The  argument  that  the  Hopi  Tribe's  attempt  to  regulate  gatherings 
of  a religious  nature  on  HPL  is  a violation  of  NARFA  is  an  interesting  one, 
but  it  doesn't  work. 

These  events  have  proven  to  be  more  than  just  a threat  to  Hopi 
natural  resources.  They  have  become  a threat  to  the  safety  and  welfare  of 
the  Hopi  people  and  HPL  residents,  both  Hopi  and  Navajo.  On  Sunday 


night,  Duly  7,  there  was  a shooting  incident  between  the  two  camps. 
Apparently,  some  individuals  from  Camp  #1  (Survival  Camp)  fired  at  some 
individuals  from  Camp  #2  (Camp  Ana  Mae)  with  a high  powered  rifle  as 
they  fled  from  the  Camp  #1  location. 

The  real  issue  is  the  Hopi  Tribe's  sovereign  right  to  protect  its 
resources  and  to  protect  the  welfare  of  the  Hopi  people  ! 

About  5 or  6 years  ago,  there  was  a split  in  the  group  of  people 
who  conducted  and  hosted  the  Sundance  ceremony  at  the  Survival  camp, 
which  is  referred  to  as  "Camp  #1."  One  faction  moved  to  the  northeast, 
and  established  a new  site  referred  to  as  Camp  Ana  Mae,  or  "Camp  #2. 

Restrictions  were  stepped  up  this  year  because  of  the  severe 
drought  and  fire  hazard  conditions  that  exist  on  the  Hopi  Reservation, 
which  the  rest  of  the  region  has  also  been  experiencing. 

Discussions  with  the  hosts  of  the  Sundance  planned  for  Camp  #2 
had  been  taking  place  six  weeks  before  the  ceremony.  Permission,  with 
severe  restrictions,  was  given  to  this  group  because  they  made  their  request 
well  in  advance  (not  because  they  protested  in  Washington,  D.C.,  as  they 
reported  to  the  media) . Among  those  restrictions  were  plans  for  protecting 
the  vegetation  and  wildlife  of  the  area  from  fire  and  a limit  on  the  number 
of  guests  to  100. 

The  group  at  Camp  #2  has  made  an  effort  to  cooperate  and  to 
comply  with  the  restrictions.  However,  a second  group  came  forward  only 
a few  days  before  their  planned  event  and  informed  the  Tribe  of  its  plans, 
also  requesting  permission. 

Because  of  the  lateness  of  this  request,  the  approved  event  at  Camp 
#2  for  the  same  dates,  and  the  fact  that  the  requesters  were  not  HPL 
residents,  their  request/demand  was  denied. 

This  second  group  ignored  the  denial  of  their  permit,  entered  the 
area  without  permission,  and  initiated  ceremonial  activities  in  the  Survival 
Camp  (Camp  #1) . 

Before  the  Tribe  could  respond,  a group  of  approximately  200 
people  were  already  gathered  in  the  area  led  by  a medicine  man  from  the 
Rosebud  Sioux  Nation,  Leonard  Crowdog,  and  set  up  camp.  They  the 
proceeded  to  cut  down  a 30  to  40  ft.,  tall  cottonwood  from  a nearby  wash 
for  use  in  their  ceremony. 

Upon  returning  to  the  Survival  Camp  with  the  tree,  Leonard 
Crowdog  was  issued  a citation  for  cutting  a tree  on  HPL  in  violation  of 
Hopi  Ordinance  47  and  ordered  to  appear  in  Hopi  Tribal  Court.  Due  to 
the  large  size  of  the  gathering,  and  the  potential  for  violence,  no  evictions 
from  HPL  were  made.  Roadblocks  were  set  up  to  keep  the  gathering  from 
getting  any  larger.  No  new  people  were  allowed  into  the  area  and  anyone 
who  left  the  site  was  denied  re-entry.  This  event  at  Camp  #1  is  now  over. 

The  Hopi  Tribe  will  now  be  looking  into  "reclaiming"  the  area. 

I have  made  contact  with  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  regarding  the 
nature  of  Mr.  Crowdog' s activities.  The  representative  from  Rosebud  said 
that  Leonard  Crowdog  is  a legitimate  Sioux  medicine  man  authorized  to 
conduct  the  Sundance  ceremony  and  that  it  is  sometimes  offered  to  other 
tribes.  He  added,  though,  that  permission  from  the  host  Tribe  must  be 
respectfully  sought  and  obtained  in  advance  whenever  the  Sundance  is  to 
be  conducted  on  another  Nation's  land.  Mr.  Leonard  Crowdog  and  his 
Navajo  hosts  did  not  respect  this  protocol  prescribed  by  the  Sioux  Nation, 
and  they  certainly  did  not  respect  Hopi  protocol  or  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Hopi  Tribe. 

In  closing,  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  has  been  kept  informed  of  these 
activities  and  a Council  member  has  been  present  at  most  of  our  visits  to 
Big  Mountain.  Once  the  events  are  over  for  this  year,  we  will  be  bringing 
this  before  the  Council  again  as  part  of  policy  making  process  in 
preparation  for  the  Hopi  Tribe's  official  position  on  future  activities  of 
this  nature." 

- "RE:  Update:  Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas  Cometary"  

Date:  Wed,  31  Dul  1996  19:41:39  -0400 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : Cemetery  Update  HURON  LIST  DUL  31,  1996 


UUCP  email 


UPDATE: 

Following  is  an  update  regarding  the  current  situation  with  the  Oklahoma 
Tribe's  proposed  gambling  casino  on  property  at  the  Wyandot  Cemetery. 

Ish 

=-=-=-=-=>>>>  <<<<=-=-=-=-= 

The  court  case  is  going  to  be  August  12th  in  Topeka  Ks. 

Kickapoo,  Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas,  Potawatomie,  Sac  and  Fox,  Iowa.  We  have 
had  the  restraining  order  'reimposed'.  Independent  of  the  Wyandot  of  Kansas 
Tribe's  actions  three  citizens  groups  have  organized  and  are  suing  the 
State  of  Kansas  for  having  passed  the  gaming  compacts  with  the  tribes 
opening  casinos.  Gambling  is  against  the  Kansas  State  Constitution.  They 
are  using  the  recent  decision  against  casinos  in  New  Mexico  as  the  basis  for 
their  suit. 

It  appears  that  this  issue  ultimately  will  become  one  of  States  rights  vs. 
the  rights  of  the  Federal  Government  and  Indian  nations  will  be  left  in  the 
cold  once  again.  It  is  worth  noting,  the  United  States  Government  is 
set  up  as  a bastardization  of  our  traditional  longhouse  culture  and  our 
Confederacies.  There  are  checks  and  balances  in  both  and  both  are  intended 
to  provide  representation  of  the  people's  wishes.  Ultimately  each  of  the  50 
fires  is  independent  of  the  other. 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

Email  ishgooda@tdi.net  for  inclusion  in  the  Huron-Wendat  newsletter 
<http://www.berkshire.net/~mll/wendat.html>  and  to  register  for  updates  on 
the  proposed  gathering  in  1997!  Put  "Huron"  as  your  subject  in  the  e-mail. 
Drawn  & Quoted  Graphics  < http://www.berkshire.net/~mll/natgra.html> 
Tsonkwadiyonrat  (Now  we  are  ONE  Mind) 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

"RE : We  are  not  Hispanic"  

Date:  Tue,  30  Jul  96  18:02:49  EST 

From:  "Glen  WELKER"  <gwelker@mail . lmi . org> 

Sub j : We  are  not  Hispanic  or  Latino  (fwd) 

UUCP  email 

Source : http : //www. mexic a -movement . org/Gl . html 
CHICANITOS 

Chicanitos  en  beisbol 
uniformados  de  gringito 
y no  saben  de  Mexicas 
y no  entienden  Nahuatl 

Morenitos  de  canela 
y prietitos  chocolate 
y uno  que  otro  de  guerito 

Estos  mismos  Mexicas 
en  el  siglo  21 
cantaran  en  Nahuatl 

Canten  mis  Chicanitos 
Canten  de  Ometeotl 
dios  nuestro,  nuestro  unico  dios 
Resen  que  nos  salve  Ometeotl 
de  esta  esclavitud  que  nos  mata, 
que  no  nos  deja  vivir 

Chicanitos  sin  beisbol  en  pelota 


como  Mayas,  como  Aztecas  y 
Zapotecas.  En  Chichen  Itza, 
en  las  tierras  Anasazi 
en  Tikal,  Copan 
y en  el  gran  Tenochtitlan 

Chicanitos  de  Ometeotl 
bailen,  canten  guerra 
Chicanitos  de  Ometeotl 
resen  que  nuestro  pueblo  Mexica 
despierta  y renace  guerrero 
y nos  salva  de  esta  esclavitud 


1.  Remember  that  we  are  not  of  European  descent. 

White  people  are  people  of  European  descent.  They  are  all  from  Europe. 

Europe  is  their  homeland.  We  did  not  come  from  Europe.  We  are  from  this 
Western  Hemisphere,  what  Europeans  call  North  and  South  America.  People  of 
European  descent  came  here  as  invaders,  the  way  someone  breaks  into  your 
house.  They  came,  took  our  house,  put  us  out  in  the  back  yard  and  claimed 
that  our  house  now  belonged  to  them.  They  are  foreigners  in  our  house,  on 
our  land.  We  are  not  foreigners.  We  are  not  of  European  descent. 

2.  Europe  is  not  our  heritage. 

Our  heritage  is  the  Olmeca,  the  Maya,  the  Mexica,  and  the  other  people  who 
are  the  true  owners  of  this  land  that  we  now  inhabit.  We  built  our  own 
civilizations.  We  built  pyramids,  cities,  and  great  engineering  feats.  We 
developed  an  agriculture  that  gave  the  world  chocolate,  chilli,  tomatoes, 
vanilla,  corn,  and  many  other  foods.  We  developed  the  mathematical  concept 
of  zero  and  decimal  point.  We  invented  the  most  accurate  calendar  in  the 
world.  We  had  great  cities  that  were  the  largest  cities  in  the  world  at  one 
point.  There  are  other  great  things  about  our  people  that  you  will  learn 
from  this  Mexica-Movement 

site  and  from  the  books  that  we  will  recommend. 

3.  We  owe  nothing  to  Europeans  or  to  their  descendants 
(Gabachos  y Gachupines)  who  live  amongst  us. 

It  is  they  who  owe  us  for  the  horrible  things  that  they  have  done  to  us. 

Read  the  pages  of  this  Mexica-Movement  site  to  see  what  those  monstrous 
things  are. 

4.  We  are  not  Hispanic  or  Latino. 

Don't  call  yourself  Hispanic  or  Latino.  Don't  allow  anyone  to  call  you 
Hispanic  or  Latino.  You  are  an  Original  Inhabitant  of  this  land.  Europeans 
and  their  descendants  have  wrongly  called  us  Indians.  Indians  are  the  people 
from  India.  We  are  Original  Inhabitants,  the  true  owners  of  this  land.  Most 
of  us  have  some  white  blood  but  that  does  not  make  us  white  people.  African 
Americans  have  some  white  blood  but  that  does  not  make  them  white  either.  We 
are  an  Indigenous  Mexica  people  native  to  this  land  and  to  no  other!  We  are 
Indigenous  Mexica! 

5.  A Hispanic  is  a person  from  Spain. 

Hispanic  refers  to  the  things  of  Spain.  We  are  not  "things"  belonging  to 
Spain.  Spaniards  are  Europeans.  Europeans  are  white  people.  We  are  not  white 
people,  Europeans  or  Spaniards. 

6.  A Latino  is  a white  person  from  Latin  America. 

Latinos  are  the  descendants  of  Europeans  (Portuguese,  Spaniards,  and 
French)  in  Latin  America.  They  are  generally  racist  against  our  people.  Our 
people  are  Full  Blood  or  Mixed  Blood  Indigenous  Mexica  people.  We  are  not 
Latinos,  not  white,  not  descendants  of  Europeans.  We  are  descendants  of 
Mexica  Original  Inhabitant  people. 

7.  English  is  not  our  language. 

It  may  be  the  only  language  some  of  us  speak,  but  it  is  not  our  language. 
African  Americans  speak  English  and  have  British  last  names,  but  that  does  not 


make  them  English  or  British. 


8.  Spanish  is  not  our  language. 

We  may  have  Spanish  last  names  and  speak  Spanish,  and  Mexico  is  the  largest 
Spanish  speaking  country  in  the  world,  but  that  doesn't  mean  that  Spanish  is 
our  language.  Spanish  is  the  language  that  the  Spaniards  forced  on  us  to 
replace  our  own  languages. 

9.  Nahuatl  is  our  language. 

Nahuatl  is  our  national  Mexican  language.  It  has  been  discouraged  from  use, 
destroyed  in  most  areas,  and  finally  removed  as  part  of  the  daily  language 
of  most  Mexicans.  Some  of  the  language  has  survived  in  the  small  towns  and 
in  the  mountainous  areas  of  Mexico.  Some  of  it  has  also  managed  to  be  part 
of  Mexican  Spanish.  Nahuatl  is  our  language.  We  have  many  other  languages 
like  Maya,  Otomi,  Tarahumara  and  dozens  of  other  languages,  but  Nahuatl  is 
the  language  that  unites  us  all. 

10.  We  are  Mexica. 

We  are  called  Mexican  in  the  English  language.  We  are  called  Mexicano 
(Meh-hee-kah-noh)  in  the  Spanish  language.  We  called  ourselves  Mexica 
(pronounced  Meh-shee-kah  in  our  Nahuatl  language). 

11.  White  people  (Hispanics)  invaded  our  Mexica  land  in  1519. 

They  came  to  steal  from  us.  They  took  our  land.  They  stole  the  wealth  from 
our  land.  They  destroyed  our  beautiful  cities  and  towns.  They  killed  23 
million  of  our  people  (95%  of  our  population  was  killed!).  They  have 
enslaved  us  to  their  world  ever  since.  So  long  as  we  have  no  control  over 
our  land,  our  wealth,  and  the  power  that  they  use  to  control  us  (media  & 
education),  we  will  forever  be  slaves  to  their  interests. 

12.  Cortez  (a  Hispanic)  was  the  monstrous  leader  of  the  Spaniards. 

He  planned  the  destruction  of  our  civilization,  the  genocide  of  our  people, 
and  the  slavery  of  our  people  to  interests  and  well-being  of  the  people  of 
Europe  and  their  descendants  amongst  us. 

13.  The  Spaniards  came  to  steal  from  us. 

They  had  already  killed  10  million  people  in  the  Caribbean.  They  had  stolen 
their  land  and  wealth.  They  came  and  enslaved  our  people  so  that  we  would 
work  the  mines  to  give  the  gold  and  silver  that  they  were  too  lazy  to  work  or 
trade  for.  These  are  a historically  very  dishonest,  unethical,  opportunistic, 
and  very  parasitic  people.  If  your  think  this  last  statement  is  an 
exaggeration  read  their  own  journals  and  history  books  (from  our  point  of 
view)  and  you  will  see  what  monsters  they  have  been. 

14.  They  stole  our  land. 

They  claimed  the  right  to  our  land.  That  thief's  claim  is  what  keeps  our 
land  from  us  today.  When  we  can  learn  to  assert  our  rights  to  our  land,  and 
when  we  have  the  courage  to  call  the  thief  a "thief"  and  the  racist  murderers 
"racist  murderers"  (through  education),  only  then  will  we  be  able  to  see  the 
reality  of  our  situation  and  the  realistic  solutions  to  all  of  our  problems. 

15.  They  took  our  gold  and  silver. 

After  they  had  worked  us  as  slaves  in  our  own  mines,  they  took  our  gold  and 
silver  and  sent  it  to  Europe  to  enrich  Europeans  and  their  descendants.  Our 
gold  and  silver  (and  our  slave  labor  that  resulted  in  the  genocide  of  our 
people)  financed  the  accelerated  development  of  16th  & 17th  century  Europe. 

Of  course  Europeans  and  their  descendants  on  our  land  feel  that  they  owe  us 
nothing  for  this  theft,  slavery,  and  genocide.  What  a consistent  line  of 
unethical  behaviour! 

16.  They  killed  23  million  of  our  people. 

Most  of  our  people  don't  know  this  simple  fact.  We  know  of  6 million  lews 
killed  by  the  Nazis.  We  know  all  of  the  good  things  that  Europeans  and  their 
descendants  did  for  us,  supposedly.  What  we  don't  know  and  what  they  don't 
know,  is  all  the  monstrous  things  that  they  did  to  us  and  to  people  all  over 


this  planet.  These  are  simple  facts  found  in  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  with  a 
bibliography  of  enough  European  crimes  to  fill  any  library. 

17.  They  burned  our  cities. 

This  was  so  that  we  would  have  not  even  our  own  cities  to  be  proud  of.  But 
the  ruins  are  all  over  Mexico.  Even  sites  of  civilizations  that  had  long  been 
abandoned  before  the  arrival  of  the  Mexica  into  the  valley  of  Mexico  are  to 
be  seen  from  the  Four  Corners  area  into  Central  America. 

18.  They  destroyed  our  libraries. 

This  was  done  so  that  we  would  have  no  history,  no  pride  of  accomplishment. 
But  some  of  our  libraries  survived  into  the  20th  century.  Check  our 
bibliography  section  to  see  some  of  the  books  that  were  written  from  those 
sources . 

19.  They  took  our  language  from  us. 

This  was  done  so  that  we  would  not  be  able  to  speak  our  own  languages.  But 
there  is  still  a chance  to  take  back  our  Nahuatl  language  through  the 
Mexica-Movement  which  is  working  to  make  Nahuatl  an  integral  part  of  our 
movement . 

20.  They  gave  us  their  names  the  way  African  slaves  were  given  European  names. 
This  was  a form  of  branding  us  as  their  property.  We  cannot  take  back  our 

family  names  because  we  didn't  have  family  names  in  the  European  tradition. 

We  had  calendar  names  and  warrior  names.  We  can  take  Nahuatl  names  when  we 
work  as  warriors  who  are  working  to  recapture  our  people's  minds  from  the 
Eurocentric  chains  that  hold  our  people  captive  to  Eurocentric  thoughts. 

21.  They  killed  our  unarmed  teachers,  leaders,  generals,  priests,  and  best 
warriors  on  the  feast  of  Huitzilopochtli . 

This  demolished  the  false  notion  that  Europeans  were  more  civilized  or  that 
they  were  superior  to  us  in  any  way.  We  need  to  rebuild  that  leadership  that 
was  lost.  We  need  all  of  our  people  learning,  teaching,  leading  and  being 
examples  to  our  youth. 

A VENDIDO  INTERVIEWS  OLIN  TEZCATLIPOCA: 

1.  Why  are  we  not  Hispanic  or  Latino? 

Hispanics  are  the  culture,  land,  things,  and  people  of  Spain.  Mexicans 
have  been  fighting  Hispanics  for  almost  500  years.  To  call  ourselves 
Hispanics  is  to  make  a mockery  of  ourselves  and  to  make  the  final 
surrender  to  the  Spaniards.  We  are  descendants  of  Mexicas,  not  Spaniards. 

Latinos  have  traditionally  been  the  white  people  of  "Latin  America". 

Those  who  have  oppressed  the  mixed  blood  and  the  full  blood  Indigenous 
people  of  the  Western  Hemisphere.  Latino  is  not  anything  to  be  proud  of. 

Yes,  some  of  our  people  identify  with  the  white  people  in  order  to  exploit 
our  own  people.  There  are  always  traitors  in  every  group  of  people.  Today 
the  people  of  European  descent  are  the  ones  who  control  Spanish  and 
English  language  media.  That  control  over  media  and  education  has 
brainwashed  our  people  to  believe  that  we  are  Hispanic\Latino,  that  Europe 
is  our  heritage. 

2.  Aren't  we  all  part  white  anyway? 

African  Americans  are  mostly  part  white.  You  don't  see  African  American 
people  calling  themselves  white  or  European.  You  don't  see  them  bragging 
of  the  little  white  blood  that  they  have.  They  identify  as  African 
Americans,  not  as  African-European  Americans.  Dews  of  European  descent 
are  mostly  white,  but  they  call  themselves  Dews  or  Dewish  and  never  Dewish 
American  or  Euro-Dews  or  anything  silly  like  that.  We  people  of  Mexican 
descent  do  tend  to  cling  to  those  few  drops  of  white  blood  that  is  mostly 
the  result  of  rape.  It's  sad.  We  have  been  mentally  abused  and  culturally 
castrated  to  believe  such  self-hating  nonsense.  To  clarify  maybe  even  more 
let's  look  at  Filipinos.  They  have  Spanish  surnames  and  some  have  some 
Spanish  blood,  but  they  don't  call  themselves  Hispanic.  They  speak  English 
but  that  doesn't  make  them  English  or  British. 

Find  a mirror.  If  you  see  a white  person  in  the  mirror,  then  you  are 


white.  If  you  don't  see  a white  person,  then  you  know  you  are  Indigenous. 
Sad  that  we  have  to  put  it  to  this  test.  Some  of  our  darkest  people  are 
still  going  to  see  a white  person  in  the  mirror. 

3.  Isn't  Spain  our  mother  country. 

If  you  are  a real  Hispanic\Latino  white  person,  yes.  If  you  are  a mixed 
blood  (Mestizo)  or  full  blood  Indigenous  person,  of  course  not.  Spain  is 
no  more  our  motherland  than  England  is  our  fatherland. 

4.  But  aren't  we  part  of  La  Raza  Cosmica,  a great  blend  of  Europeans  and 
Indians?  Isn't  that  what  makes  us  special? 

That  is  a European-imposed  concept  dropped  on  us  to  get  us  to  celebrate 
the  rape  of  our  people,  to  pretend  that  we  took  part  in  the  theft  of  our 

own  land  and  wealth,  and  to  get  us  to  happily  ignore  the  cultural 

castration  of  our  people. 

But  we  are  special  as  a people  in  that  we  are  part  of  4,000  years  of 
Anahuac  civilizations.  4,000  years  of  being  one  culture.  4,000  years  of 
accomplishments  and  only  500  years  of  being  slaves  to  people  from  another 
world.  That  is  where  we  are  special.  Special  in  that  we  can  regain  out 
greatness  as  a people. 

5.  But  our  language,  our  names,  our  blood,  our  religion,  our  heritage  is 
Spain ! 

Don't  get  so  emotional  about  this.  I know  that  you  as  a vendido  want  to 
think  of  yourself  as  a European,  a Spaniard  and  that  you  hate  the  thought 

that  you  could  in  even  the  remotest  way  be  "Indian".  But  this  is 

information  for  the  majority  of  our  people  who  are  not  vendido.  They  have 
to  remember,  again,  that  African  Americans  speak  English,  have  British 
names,  have  some  white  blood,  have  the  religion  of  Europe,  but  does  that 
make  them  British  or  European  ?!  You  get  it,  we  are  not  white,  not 
European ! 

6.  Isn't  the  CMMEC  divisive? 

Yes.  We  want  to  divide  our  selves  from  the  white-Hispanic  and  white- 
Latino  who  wants  to  continue  exploiting  our  people.  We  want  to  separate 
ourselves  from  the  Cuban,  the  Argentine,  the  Spaniard,  and  all  European 
descent  people  who  have  come  to  our  land  to  steal  it,  to  steal  our  wealth, 
to  enslave  our  people  to  their  European  interests,  and  to  culturally 
castrate  our  people  by  taking  away  our  proud  Indigenous  Mexica  identity. 
But,  we  do  want  to  unite  with  the  so-called  Native  Americans  of  the  so- 
called  Southwest  and  the  so-called  Central  American  people.  That  is  the 
unity  that  we  want.  We  share  with  them  our  heritage,  our  land,  languages, 
history,  origins,  race,  history  of  European  Invasion  and  genocide,  and  so 
much  more,  because  we  are  one  people  divided  by  European  borders  on  our 
one  land. 

7.  But  I'm  not  an  Indian.  I almost  look  white.  How  can  I claim  to  be 
Indian? 

Then  you  must  be  a white  person.  I was  mistaken.  I thought  you  were  one 
of  my  people,  a vendido,  but  one  of  my  people.  But  you  're  not.  It's  clear 
that  you  desperately  want  to  think  of  yourself  as  white.  Go  down  to 
Mississippi  or  the  Simi  Valley  and  see  if  they  consider  you  white. 
Personally  I wish  you  were  white,  so  that  people  like  you  would  not 
confuse  our  people.  But  I look  at  you  and  a white  person  is  not  what  I 
see.  I see  a person  who  is  definitely  not  white. 

8.  OK,  I'm  part  Indian.  But  I'm  not  an  Indian. 

Then  go  to  Europe  and  see  if  they  will  accept  you  as  one  of  their 
children.  In  your  case  they  will  definitely  look  at  you  as  a brown  Michael 
lackson — a wanna  be  white  who  is  obviously  not  white. 

9.  Okay,  okay.  Now,  all  of  the  responses  you  have  given  me  would  lead  me 
to  conclude  that  you  are  a Nationalist.  Are  you  now  or  have  you  ever  been 
a Nationalist,  maybe  even  a communist? 

Like  Emiliano,  Cuauhtemoc,  Cortina,  Murietta,  and  all  of  the 


Nationalists  of  the  last  five  centuries,  I am  proud  to  say  yes,  I am  a 
nationalist.  All  of  those  of  us  who  are  Mexica  Warriors  are  Nationalists. 

We  are  not  communists  because  we  don't  need  European  concepts  to  take  our 
people  back  to  who  we  are.  We  are  an  Indigenous  Mexica  People. 

Nationalists  for  our  people.  We  don't  need  to  be  communists. 

10.  But  this  is  the  greatest  country  in  the  world.  Great  opportunities!  A 
multicultural  society!  Why  would  you  cling  to  such  a backward  way  of 
thinking.  Every  country  in  the  world  is  going  multinational.  The  whole 
world  is  giving  up  nationalism,  why  haven't  you? 

Because  I'm  proud  of  who  my  people  are.  I am  proud  of  being  part  of  our 
Anahuac  heritage.  When  you  finally  know  about  all  of  the  civilization  of 
which  we  are  a part,  there  is  no  need  to  look  to  Europe  for  your  pride.  It 
is  right  here,  in  our  land,  and  in  our  Indigenous  Mexica  history  and 
identity. 

The  whole  world  is  going  European — Yes!  But  I do  not  want  to  be  part  of 
that  Eurocentric  Western  World.  I want  to  be  part  of  my  Mexica  world.  My 
heritage  is  the  Olmeca,  the  Zapotec,  the  Maya,  Teotihuacan,  the  Toltec, 
the  Mexica,  and  the  other  civilizations  and  cultures  of  "Mesoamerica  " — 
not  Europe. 

More  importantly,  you  have  to  remember  that  I am  a Mexica  Warrior!  I am 
not  you.  I do  not  want  to  be  slave  in  a Whiteman's  world. 

Notice  that  the  lew  hangs  on  to  his  or  her  identity,  and  participates  in 
the  "modern"  world  without  losing  their  sense  of  who  they  are — who  they 
really  are! 

We  can  be  modern-day  Mexica  without  losing  our  independent  identity  and 
without  being  "backwards".  We'll  update,  computers  and  things,  without 
being  a subheading  of  European  or  of  any  other  group  on  this  planet. 

Our  Mexica  world  is  waiting  for  us  to  reclaim  it.  Our  Mexica-Movement  is 
working  to  educate  our  people  towards  taking  back  our  past  and  our  future. 
The  future  is  being  made  right  now.  We  are  making  sure  that  our  world,  the 
world  of  the  people  of  Mexican  descent,  is  Mexica  and  that  it  is 
definitely  not  Hispanic,  Latino,  Mestizo,  or  Raza.  We  want  a Mexica  future 
for  our  people. 

That  is  what  our  struggle  is  about. 

Vendidos  and  vendidas  are  our  biggest  obstacle.  They  promote  self-hate 
and  they  promote  the  slavery  of  our  people  to  a European  world  and  to  a 
European  future. 

They  must  be  confronted.  We  must  stop  them  from  poisoning  the  minds  of 
our  people.  We  must  stop  them  from  creating  new  vendidos  and  vendidas. 

This  interview  is  over! 

Anahuac  y Aztlan:  Libre  y Mexica! 
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NOTE:  Each  summer,  indigenous  representatives  meet  at  the  United  Nations  in 
Geneva  to  discuss  the  draft  declaration  on  the  rights  of  indigenous 
peoples.  The  draft,  written  entirely  by  indigenous  peoples,  has  been  a 


decade  in  the  making;  its  fate  now  nests  with  the  UN's  member  states , many 
of  whom  are  undermining  and  questioning  its  principles.  The  following 
statements  to  the  chairperson  of  the  Working  Group  on  Indigenous 
Populations,  Dr.  Erica  Irene-Daes  give  an  idea  of  the  seriousness  of  the 
intent  of  the  declaration,  and  the  opposition  it  is  encountering. 

Commission  on  Human  Rights  Sub-Commission  on  Prevention  of  Discrimination 
and  Protection  of  Minorities  Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Populations  14th 
Session,  29  Duly-2  August  1996,  Geneva 

Item  4:  Standard-Setting  Activities:  Evolution  of  Standards  Concerning  the 
Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

Statement  by  Ambassador  Dr.  Ted  Moses,  Grand  Council  of  the  Crees,  Eeyou 
Astchee,  Canada 

On  behalf  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Crees  I would  like  to  offer  a few 
brief  comments  on  item  4 of  the  agenda:  Standard-Setting. 

Dr.  Daes  made  particular  note  in  her  opening  statement  to  the  importance 
of  the  recognition  and  confirmation  that  the  right  of  self-determination 
belongs  to,  and  applies  to  indigenous  peoples.  I would  like  to  direct  your 
attention  to  document  E/CN. 4/Sub. 2/AC. 4/1995/3,  a comprehensive  note  which 
was  prepared  by  Dr.  Daes  for  the  previous  session  of  this  working  group  to 
discuss  this  question.  The  analysis  offered  in  that  document  is  very 
valuable  and  well-reasoned,  and  I commend  it  to  everyone  here,  indigenous 
peoples  and  governments  alike. 

We  indigenous  peoples  hear  time  and  time  again  that  governments  refuse  to 
recognize  our  right  of  self-determination  because  they  fear  that  it  would 
give  rise  to  the  justification  in  international  law  to  a right  of 
secession  and  independence  for  indigenous  peoples  in  sovereign  States. 

I have  yet  to  find  an  international  jurist  who  supports  this  conclusion  or 
really  believes  it  to  be  true.  We  all  know  that  there  are  many  existing 
provisions  and  conditions  in  international  law  that  prevent  the  abuse  of 
the  right  of  self-determination,  and  in  particular  which  limit  the  use  of 
this  right  to  dismember  States  that  respect  the  right  of  self- 
determination  of  peoples. 

Nevertheless,  this  objection  is  raised  over  and  over  again  by  certain 
States  without  a convincing  explanation,  or  any  meaningful  response  to  the 
arguments  set  out  in  the  important  note  by  [the]  Chairman/Rapporteur  of 
the  working  group. 

I believe  that  the  objection  based  on  fear  of  secession  is  a ruse,  an 
argument  intended  to  conceal  the  real  basis  of  governments'  objections  to 
our  right  of  self-determination. 

Article  1 of  both  international  covenants  states  that  by  virtue  of  the 
right  of  self-determination,  peoples  have  the  right  to  own  and  benefit 
from  their  own  natural  resources.  It  also  states  that  peoples  may  not  be 
denied  their  own  means  of  subsistence. 

I am  convinced  that  the  real  basis  of  the  objection  to  the  right  of  self- 
determination  is  the  refusal  by  certain  States  to  recognize  our  legitimate 
and  internationally  sanctioned  right  as  peoples  to  own  and  enjoy  our  own 
resources;  to  benefit  from  our  own  resources,  and  to  continue  to  practice 
without  interference  our  own  means  of  subsistence.  This  I submit  is  the 
political  basis  for  the  refusal  of  these  States  to  recognize  this  right. 

I would  also  point  out  that  the  States  which  object  to  the  recognition  of 
our  right  of  self-determination,  do  so  on  the  basis  that  the  recognition 
of  our  status  as  "peoples"  will  lead  to  the  recognition  of  the  rights  they 
refuse  to  recognize. 

To  deny  status,  in  order  to  deny  the  rights  which  flow  from  that  status  is 
a prohibited  form  of  discrimination  under  international  laws.  And  such 
practice  must  be  condemned  as  discrimination  based  on  race.  In  this 
instance  this  argument  is  being  put  forward  openly  by  States  in  the  United 
Nations.  That  this  should  be  permitted  here  is  shameful. 

Finally,  allow  me  to  comment  on  the  question  of  a definition  of 
"indigenous  peoples".  I endorse  the  analysis  given  by  Dr.  Daes  in  her 
opening  statement:  that  a definition  is  neither  desirable,  useful,  or 
necessary. 

The  principle  put  forward  in  the  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  is  that  each  people  must  define  its  own  membership,  just  as  each 


sovereign  State  has  the  right  to  determine  its  own  citizenship. 

When  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Crees  signed  its  treaty  with  Canada  in  1975, 
the  Government  of  Canada  accepted  the  principle  of  self -definition  of  our 
membership.  We  took  the  position  that  once  a person  was  "Cree"  they  would 
always  be  Cree;  if  they  were  not  Cree,  thy  would  never  become  Cree.  I 
certainly  hope  and  expect  that  Canada  will  continue  to  endorse  the 
principle  of  self-definition  in  its  international  law  policy. 

No  State  has  the  moral  or  legal  authority  to  define  our  membership  or  to 
set  arbitrary  definitions  that  will  limit  the  application  of  international 
law  to  indigenous  peoples.  Some  States  seek  to  agree  on  a definition  which 
will  clearly  exclude  the  application  of  international  law  to  peoples 
within  their  claimed  jurisdictions.  Others  would  like  to  insist  on  the 
most  comprehensive  and  universal  application  of  the  Declaration  in  order 
to  discourage  support  for  the  Declaration  from  States  which  do  not  want  it 
to  apply  to  them.  These  strategies  are  transparent  and  obvious.  We  should 
move  on  now  to  more  substantive  issues. 

Item  5:  Review  of  Developments  Pertaining  to  the  Promotion  and  Protection 
of  Human  Rights  and  Fundamental  Freedoms  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

Statement  by  Ambassador  Dr.  Ted  Moses,  Grand  Council  of  the  Crees,  Eeyou 
Astchee,  Canada 

I will  take  this  opportunity  to  report  on  developments  in  Canada  which  we 
perceive  to  be  a serious  threat  to  the  protection  of  the  human  rights  and 
fundamental  freedoms  of  the  Cree  People. 

On  30  October  1995  the  provincial  government  of  the  Province  of  Quebec 
held  a referendum  on  secession  from  Canada  and  an  eventual  unilateral 
declaration  of  independence  (UDI)  as  a sovereign  State. 

Dust  a few  days  previous  to  this  referendum,  the  Grand  Council  of  the 
Crees  held  its  own  referendum.  The  Cree  referendum,  which  was  conducted 
under  strict  and  predetermined  formal  rules  of  procedure,  and  involved 
sending  ballot  boxes  by  helicopter  into  camps  on  the  remote  Cree  traplines, 
resulted  in  a massive  participation  in  which  the  Crees  voted  96%  to  stay, 
keeping  our  own  territory  in  Canada  if  Quebec  were  to  attempt  to  take  the 
Crees  and  the  Cree  Territory  out  of  Canada. 

The  provincial  government  which  advocates  separation,  and  UDI  if  necessary 
ignored  the  results  of  our  Cree  referendum,  insisting  that  the  Quebec 
referendum  would  bind  the  Crees  by  its  result.  Unfortunately,  the  federal 
Government  of  Canada  also  failed  to  acknowledge  our  Cree  referendum  and  a 
similar  referendum  conducted  by  our  brothers  and  treaty  partners,  the 
Inuit,  who  also  voted  to  keep  their  territory  in  Canada. 

So  once  again,  as  in  1980,  a referendum  was  conducted  on  Quebec  separation 
and  once  again  separation  was  defeated,  but  this  time  by  a narrow  margin. 
This  time,  however,  the  Quebec  referendum  had  been  declared  illegal  by 
Quebec's  own  courts,  although  the  court  took  no  action  to  enforce  its 
judgment . 

Quebec  leaders  had  declared  prior  to  the  referendum  that  Quebec  has  a 
right  of  self-determination,  but  that  such  a right  does  not  belong  to  the 
Crees.  To  support  his  assertion,  the  provincial  government  pointed  to  the 
positions  that  the  Government  of  Canada  has  taken,  and  continues  to  take, 
at  the  meetings  of  this  working  group  and  in  other  United  Nations  meetings. 

To  further  support  its  position  that  the  right  of  self-determination  could 
not  apply  to  the  Cree  Peoples,  the  international  affairs  department  of  the 
Quebec  Government  tabled  a Canadian  Government  Federal  Privy  Council 
policy  paper  which  took  the  familiar  position  that  the  right  of  self- 
determination  does  not  apply  to  indigenous  peoples,  and  that  the  United 
Nations  does  not  support  the  recognition  of  this  right;  and  further,  that 
it  could  never  be  invoked  by  the  Crees  against  an  independent  Quebec  State, 
no  matter  how  "illegal"  the  creation  of  that  State  might  be. 

The  Federal  Privy  Council  authenticated  the  document  leaked  by  Quebec, 
which  was  tabled  the  day  the  Cree  referendum  results  were  announced.  As 
far  as  we  have  been  able  to  determine,  this  remains  Canada's  position,  and 
the  Quebec  authorities  continue  to  circulate  this  Canadian  Government 
document  whenever  they  receive  an  enquiry  regarding  the  Crees'  right  to 
remain  in  Canada. 

When  the  narrow  results  of  the  Quebec  referendum  were  announced,  the  then 


Premier  of  Quebec,  Mr.  [Dacques]  Parizeau,  blamed  the  referendum  results 
on  "big  money  and  the  ethnic  vote",  and  there  was  rioting  in  the  streets 
of  Montreal  and  threats  against  the  ethnic  communities. 

The  Crees  had  previously  said  that  Quebec  nationalism  was  clearly  ethnic 
nationalism,  and  had  complained  about  threats  by  Quebec  provincial 
ministers,  who  said  [sic]  repeatedly  stated  that  force  would  be  used 
against  the  Crees  if  we  insisted  on  recognizing  Canadian  rather  than 
Quebec  law  after  a coup  d'etat  against  Canada,  followed  by  a UDI.  The 
Premier's  comments  after  the  referendum  vote  proved  that  this  was  indeed 
ethnic  nationalism  with  all  that  that  implied. 

Now  a third  Quebec  referendum  has  been  promised,  but  not  yet  scheduled.  A 
new  Quebec  Premier  has  been  installed  who  has  said  that  he  will  continue 
to  hold  referendums  until  there  is  a "yes"  vote  for  independence.  After 
that  there  will  be  no  further  referendums.  He  has  stated  that  this  is  a 
"democratic"  way  to  proceed. 

The  Crees,  he  promises,  will  be  treated  at  least  as  wel  by  an  independent 
Quebec,  as  they  are  by  Canada.  This  he  says  is  also  democratic.  But  he 
insists  that  we  cannot  choose  to  remain  in  Canada  or  to  keep  our 
traditional  lands  in  Canada.  This,  he  says  is  supported  by  international 
law. 

Quebec  officials  have  approached  the  Government  of  France,  which  has 
indicated  that  it  would  recognize  an  independent  Quebec  upon  a referendum 
result  of  50%  plus  one. 

This  situation,  which  I think  all  will  acknowledge  is  a grave  threat  to 
our  human  rights  and  fundamental  freedoms,  forms  the  basis  for  our  demand 
that  the  right  of  self-determination  of  indigenous  peoples  not  be  limited 
only  to  "internal"  self-determination.  We  believe  that  these  current  and 
continuing  developments  in  Quebec  forcefully  demonstrate  the  existence  of 
a double-standard  based  on  race  with  regard  to  the  recognition  of  the 
right  of  self-determination. 

Although  the  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs,  Mr.  [Ron]  Irwin,  has  verbally 
supported  the  right  of  the  Crees  to  stay  in  Canada,  our  submissions  on 
this  issue  to  the  federal  Government  of  Canada  seem  to  indicate  that 
Canada  considers  the  danger  of  a general  recognition  of  the  right  of  self- 
determination  of  indigenous  peoples  a far  greater  threat  to  the  security 
of  the  State  than  the  growing  momentum  and  ever  renewed  threat  of  Quebec 
separation.  Fellow  Europeans,  it  would  appear,  have  the  right  of  self- 
determination,  indigenous  peoples  do  not. 

The  Crees  voted  to  remain  in  Canada,  yet  the  Federal  Privy  Council  policy 
paper  suggests  that  our  real  intent  is  to  separate. 

We  ask  the  working  group  through  you,  Madame  Chairman,  to  take  note  of 
these  continuing  developments  as  they  affect  our  rights,  and  as  they 
pertain  to  our  work  here.  Thank  you. 

"RE : Chemical  Warfare  on  Vermont  Forests"  

Date:  Wed,  31  Dul  1996  16:40:32  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Native  Forest  Network-ENA  <nfnena@igc.apc.org> 

Sub j : Chem  Warfare  on  VT  Forests 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

From:  Native  Forest  Network-ENA  <nfnena@igc.apc.org> 

On  Dune  26  and  27,  the  Forest  Resources  Advisory  Panel  (FRAC)  hosted 
hearings  in  Island  Pond  to  get  input  from  Champion  International  and 
Monsanto  Chemical  as  well  as  the  Vermont  Citizens'  Forestry  Roundtable 
(VCFR)  on  the  issue  of  aerial  herbicide  spraying  on  forests  in  Vermont. 

The  morning  of  Dune  26th  was  devoted  to  Champion  and  Monsanto  to  state 
their  case  and  in  the  afternoon  they  answered  questions  from  VCFR  and 
FRAC. 

It  was  immediately  evident  that  both  Monsanto  and  Champion  had  been 
well-counselled  by  their  respective  Public  Relations  departments. 

Champion  explained  that  the  years  of  incessant  clearcutting  they  have 
done  on  the  lands  of  the  northeast  has  improved  wildlife  habitat  and  has 
been  more  than  sustainable.  They  used  overhead  charts  and  graphs  and 
studies  to  illustrate  their  points  and  argued  strenuously  that  if 


glyphosate  (the  active  ingredient  in  Accord  - the  chemical  they  want  to 
spray)  is  not  used,  that  they  will  run  out  of  usable  trees  in  the  next 
20-30  years.  Now  why,  you  might  ask,  would  they  run  out  of  trees  if 
they  are  cutting  as  sustainably  as  they  claim  to  be?  Well,  according  to 
Champion  this  will  occur,  not  because  of  their  overcutting  practices  but 
because  of  three  things:  spruce  bud  worm  outbreaks,  wildfire  and 
hurricanes.  These  are  certainly  three  things  Vermonters  in  the  Northeast 
Kingdom  worry  about  frequently  - especially  the  hurricanes.  Monsanto  was  u 
next  and  began  their  argument  by  quoting  a Sixteenth  Century  scientist 
who  explained  that  the  only  difference  between  a remedy  and  a poison  was 
the  dose.  We  were  relieved  to  hear  that  Monsanto  was  looking  to  the 
Sixteenth  Century  for  their  scientific  grounding.  They  went  on  to  show 
study  after  study  of  animal  torture  experiments  that  had  proven  without  a 
doubt  that  the  glyphosate  component  of  Accord  is  less  toxic  than  table 
salt.  However,  what  they  neglected  to  mention  (as  reported  in  the 
Burlington  Free  Press)  was  that  the  lab  Monsanto  hired  to  test  Accord  was 
indicted  by  Federal  Officials  on  20  counts  of  falsified  results. 

Monsanto  is  also  the  same  company  that  produced  both  Agent  Orange  (an 
herbicide)  and  PCBs.  And  of  course  Vermonters  are  very  well  aware  of 
their  marketing  of  Bovine  Growth  Hormone  (BGH) . 

In  Japan,  several  individuals  attempted  to  drink  glyphosate  to  kill 
themselves  and  it  was  found  that  a one-time  dose  of  200  milliliters  (6 
ounces)  was  lethal.  In  addition,  the  non-glyphosate  portion  of  Accord 
is  composed  of  surfacants,  which  are  designed  to  help  the  glyphosate 
penetrate  the  plant.  Tests  have  shown  that  the  surfacant  used  in  Accord 
is  three  times  as  acutely  toxic  as  the  glyphosate  itself  (source:  Green 
Web).  The  following  morning  VCFR  was  able  to  provide  testimony  that 
punched  big  holes  in  Champion  Inter-national's  and  Monsanto's  "script." 
VCFR  had  a variety  of  ecological  and  scientific  experts  testify  on  behalf 
of  the  environment.  Their  testimonies  were  well-documented,  scientific 
and  recognized  the  more  spiritual  elements  of  the  ecosystem.  They  noted 
that  the  forests  are  living  ecosystems,  not  merely  a resource  for 
efficient  exploitation.  In  addition,  members  of  the  traditional 
indigenous  community  Molly  Keating  and  Tom  Obomsawin,  gave  impassioned 
testimony  about  the  harm  of  clearcutting,  as  well  as  herbicide  spraying. 

In  the  afternoon  when  the  hearings  resumed.  Champion  and  Monsanto  did 
not  have  questions  for  VCFR.  The  members  of  FRAC  asked  a few  clarifying 
questions  and  the  hearings  were  adjourned.  On  Tuesday,  Duly  16,  FRAC 
announced  that  a public  hearing  has  been  scheduled  for  Thursday,  August 
1st  at  7:00  pm.  The  hearings  will  be  held  in  the  public  room  of  the 
Pavilion  Auditorium,  next  to  the  State  House  in  Montpelier.  To  comment 
on  the  proposal  to  spray  herbicides,  come  to  the  public  hearing  or  write 
FRAC  c/o  Forests,  Parks  and  Rec.  Dep't,  103  So.  Main  St.,  Waterbury,  VT 
05676  or  call  the  Forest  Commissioner  at  (802)241-3670. 
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"RE : Vee  Salabiye  Crosses  Over"  

Date:  Sat,  3 Aug  1996  17:48:54  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  aisc@ucla.edu 

Sub j : The  Best  Librarian  Ever,  Vee  Salabiye 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

The  following  press  release  is  available  for  posting,  courtesy  of  our 
Director,  Duane  Champagne. 


Dear  Friends:  I am  writing  to  you  with  respect  to  our  Librarian  of 
approximately  twenty  years.  It  is  with  much  sadness  to  let  you  know  of 
her  recent  death.  She  will  always  be  missed  here  at  the  American 
Indian  Studies  Center,  and  her  presence  will  grace  us  and  the  Library 
that  she  created  with  care.  Her  work  here  at  the  Center  involved  many 
scholars,  students  and  others  throughout  the  country  as  well.  Please 
remember  her  as  the  best  librarian  ever,  in  your  thoughts  and  prayers. 
<<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<><<> 

In  lieu  of  flowers,  please  send  donations  to: 

Teresa  Salabiye 
P.0.  Box  690 
Ganado,  AZ  86505 

The  Salabiye  family  would  appreciate  the  thoughtfulness  of  your  donation. 

The  American  Indian  Studies  Center  Library  will  remain  open  with  limited 
services  and  hours. 

Please  call  in  advance  if  you  need  to  do  some  research.  Appointments  are 
appreciated . 

Thank  you  for  your  support  of  the  American  Indian  Studies  Center  and  Library. 

Velma  (Vee)  Salabiye,  librarian  for  the  American  Indian  Studies  Center 
passed  away  on  Duly  29th,  1996.  Vee  was  a member  of  the  Navajo  Nation 
of  Arizona,  where  she  was  born  in  1948.  Starting  her  service  at  UCLA 
in  1977,  Vee  dedicated  nineteen  years  to  helping  students,  faculty,  and 
visiting  scholars  navigate  their  way  through  scholarly  materials  on 
American  Indians.  She  became  a well-known  figure  among  American  Indian 
scholars  and  in  1979  was  awarded  a D'Arcy  McNickle  Fellowship  at  the 
Newberry  Library  in  Chicago.  As  a founding  member  of  the  American 
Indian  Association  in  1994,  she  was  active  in  the  library  profession 
and  was  elected  to  their  Council  in  1994.  Vee  wrote  and  published 
extensively  on  library  information  topics,  developing  library 
collections,  bibliographic  work,  and  was  a leading  specialist  in  Native 
American  library  materials  and  information.  Ms.  Salabiye  also  served 
as  assistant  editor  for  the  "American  Indian  Culture  and  Research 
Journal,"  and  provided  editorial  services  and  bibliographies  to  several 
publications  including  "Indi'n  Humor:  Bicultural  Play  in  Native 
America"  by  Kenneth  Lincoln  and  "The  Native  North  American  Almanac" 
edited  by  Duane  Champagne.  Vee  took  an  active  interest  in  working  with 
the  American  Indian  community.  She  was  also  a long  time  member  of  the 
City  of  Angels  Kateri  Circle,  a religious  organization  honoring  an 
especially  virtuous  Mohawk  woman  - the  Blessed  Kateri  Tekakwitha.  Ms. 
Salabiye  took  frequent  visits  to  the  Navajo  Nation  and  often  delighted 
and  instructed  students  with  her  knowledge  of  Navajo  culture  and  life. 

UCLA  is  a less  rich  and  less  interesting  place  with  her  passing. 

Always, 

Roselle  Kipp,  Assistant 
UCLA  American  Indian  Studies  Center 
3220  Campbell  Hall,  Box  951548 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90095-1548 
aisc@ucla . edu 
(310  )825-7315 

"RE:  Review:  Moonbird  Boy"  

Date:  3 Aug  1996  05:42:22  GMT 

From:  brock@ucsub. Colorado. EDU  (Steve  Brock) 

Sub j : Review  of  Moonbird  Boy  by  Abigail  Padgett  (fict/myst) 

Newsgroups : rec . arts . books . reviews, rec . arts . books , alt . books . mystery, 
alt . native 

MOONBIRD  BOY  by  Abigail  Padgett.  Mysterious  Press,  1271  Avenue  of 
the  Americas,  New  York,  NY  10020,  (212)  522-7200,  FAX:  (212)  522- 
7991.  271  pp.,  $21.95  cloth.  0-89296-613-0 


Reviewed  by  Steve  Brock 

Not  long  ago,  a poster  to  Internet's  Dorothyl  mystery 
newsgroup  placed  Abigail  Padgett  on  his  list  of  books  he's  stopped 
buying  in  hardcover,  citing  her  writing  style  as  a detriment  to  his 
ability  to  enjoy  her  books.  "Dawn  sieved  through  the  trees"  was 
one  of  the  examples  used  to  suggest  that  Padgett's  work  needed 
better  editing. 

In  her  fourth  novel,  "Moonbird  Boy,"  her  distinctive  metaphors 
are  still  evident,  but  it  doesn't  at  all  detract  from  the  story. 
While  I did  chuckle  at  passages  like  "the  sun  had...  begun  to  pour 
glare  like  hazy  yellow  tea  on  the  parched  remains  of  an  ancient 
sea  bed,"  her  tale  of  the  war  over  an  Indian-run  psychiatric 
hospital  in  the  San  Diego  desert  is  an  engaging  inquiry  into 
clinical  depression,  big  business,  fetal-cell  replacement,  and  the 
holocaust . 

The  opening  pages  of  "Moonbird  Boy"  find  Barbara  (Bo)  Bradley, 
a Child  Protective  Services  investigator,  checking  out  of  Ghost 
Flower  Lodge,  a facility  for  the  mentally-ill  run  by  a band  of 
Kumeyaay  Indians,  where  she  had  been  recovering  from  a depressive 
episode  brought  on  by  the  death  of  Mildred,  her  loyal  fox-terrier 
who  had  been  her  constant  companion  for  17  years.  While  there.  Bo 
had  befriended  Mort  Wagaman,  a Hollywood  comic  actor  suffering  from 
schizophrenia,  and  his  son.  Bird,  enduring  an  undiagnosed 
psychological  imbalance. 

When  Mort  is  shot  through  the  head  while  on  a walk  through  the 
desert.  Bird  becomes  an  orphan,  and  Bo  decides  to  find  a family 
member  that  can  save  him  from  an  ordeal  at  the  hands  of  the  foster- 
care system.  During  her  search,  however.  Bo  discovers  a plot  to 
take  over  the  financially-strapped  hospital,  with  roots  in  the 
holocaust.  This  knowledge  jeopardizes  her  psychological  stability, 
especially  when  an  anonymous  caller  harasses  her  by  playing  a tape 
of  a barking  fox-terrier. 

Struggling  to  stay  rational  (she  constantly  tells  herself  that 
those  suffering  from  mental  disorders  have  a purpose,  too).  Bo 
plunges  into  the  fray,  exposing  the  murderer,  saving  Bird,  and 
uncovering  a scheme  that  strikes  at  the  soul  of  her  illness. 

In  "Moonbird  Boy,"  Padgett's  pacing  is  as  sharp  as  a cholla 
cactus,  and  if  her  writing's  a bit  quirky,  it  serves  to  heighten 
Bo's  tussle  with  her  "real  world"  perceptions.  Hardcover  purchase 
recommended.  Grade:  A- . 

Also  by  Padgett:  "Child  of  Silence"  (1993),  "Strawgirl" 

(1994),  and  "Turtle  Baby"  (1995). 


Steve  Brock 

Book  Reviews  on  the  Internet 

2323  Mapleton 

Boulder,  CO  80304 

(303)  786-7375 
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http://ucsub.colorado.edu/~brock 
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"RE : New  on  NativeWeb"  

Date:  Tue,  6 Aug  1996  11:46:19  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  David  Cole  <decole@maxwell. syr.edu> 

Subj : new  material 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb(3thecity . sfsu.edu> 


Several  new  sections  and  links  have  been  added  to  the  NativeWeb  front 
page.  We've  finally  created  a page  for  "Tracing  Your  Roots",  a topic  that 
generates  2/3  of  our  email  requests.  If  anyone  has  additional  material  to 


add,  please  let  me  know. 

Karen  Strom  has  spent  considerable  time  with  a new  site  (A  Line  in  the 
Sand)  dealing  with  issues  of  cultural  property  and  the  many  copyright, 
trademark,  and  spiritual  internet  violations  visible  on  WWW  pages.  As 
expected,  we've  already  received  amazing  flame-mail  from  flagrant  ripoff 
sites . 

We've  added  a front  page  link  to  Personal  Home  Pages,  which  are  growing 
rapidly.  Many  Nations  have  limited-to-none  electronic  resources,  and 
individuals  are  taking  responsibility  for  putting  up  tribe  sites.  We  are 
also  preparing  to  offer  space  to  any  group  or  nation  who  needs  web  space, 
but  has  no  resources. 


David  Cole  Maxwell  School,  Syracuse  University 

131  Eggers  Hall,  Syracuse  University,  Syracuse,  NY  13224 
(315)  443-4279  (office)  (315)  443-5451  (fax) 

General  Webmaster  for  NativeWeb:  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb 
General  webmaster  for  the  Maxwell  School:  http://www.maxwell.syr.edu 

"RE : Poem:  Wannabe"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Dun  1996  00:48:07  -0400 
From:  brnsugah2@aol.com 
Sub j : Wannabe 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Wannabe 


yes  i wannabe  the  first  to  have  ever  thought  of  one  G-d 
i wannabe  the  griot  who  learned  and  taught  the  oral  history 
i wannabe  the  first  to  have  written  down  the  Word 

i wannabe  be  the  first  to  have  understood  the  meaning  of  the  sky's 
i wannabe  the  first  to  have  understood  numbers 


i wannabe 
i wannabe 
i wannabe 
i wannabe 
i wannabe 
i wannabe 


Isis,  Eve  , Elizabeth,  Mary,  Medicine  Woman,  Shaman 
Akhenaton,  Muhammad,  Buddha,  Desus,  Mahatma  Ghandi, 
Sacajawea,  Black  Elk,  Rosa  Parks,  Clara  Barton 
Cherokee,  Sikh,  African  American,  French  , Irish 
the  embodiment  of  the  best  of  these  things 
me 


copyright  1995  Xennia  Gittoes-Singh  aka  Running  Waters 
"RE;  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  


Date:  96/07/30  23:41 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 
Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  August  11-17 


AUKAKE 

(August) 

(Mahoe-mua) 

11 

Never  be  afraid  to  experience  life. 

12 

The  song  of  the  ocean  is  captured  forever  in  the  tiniest  shell. 

13 

Wherever  I journey,  this  place  of  wonder  walks  by  my  side. 

14 

The  fullness  of  each  day  is  made  up  of  both  light,  malamalama,  and  shadow, 
ke  aka. 


15 


Tiny  lights  bob  in  the  darkness  as  paper  boats  carry  them  out  to  sea  on  the 
evening  tide  --  we  are  one  with  our  past. 

16 

The  gecko  sings  inside  my  home,  blessing  it. 

17 

The  bird  of  paradise  flower  erupts  with  bright  color  amidst  the  green 
coolness  of  the  ferns. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  8 August  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Tue,  6 Aug  1996  09:41:03  -0500 
From:  Dohn  Berry  <berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : OSU  Workshop  - Multicultural 
UUCP  email 

MULTICULTURAL  WORKSHOP 
Tuesday,  Aug.  13th,  1996 
Willard  - Lecture  Hall,  010  Willard  Hall 
Morning  Session  9am  - Noon 
Afternoon  Session  starts  1pm  - 

Topics  will  include  leadership  recruitment  and  retention  of  minority 
students  and  faculty.  The  afternoon  session  will  address  the 
contemporary  Native  American  experience  in  Public  Schools,  and 
successful  teaching  strategies  for  this  population. 

Lecturer ' s : 

Dr.  Grayson  Noley  (Choctaw) 

Dept.  Chair,  Educational  Leadership  and  Policy  Studies  at  U.  of 
Oklahoma 

Dr.  Gilbert  3ohn  (Navajo) 

Assist.  Professor,  Dept,  of  Microbiology  and  Molecular  Genetics  at 
at  Oklahoma  State  U. 

Bennett  Arkeketa  (Ponca,  Tribal  Vice-Chairman) 

Technical  programmer,  Oklahoma  State  U.  Native  American  and 
Biological  Science  program  (NABS). 

Dr.  Noley  will  conduct  the  morning  session  from  9am  - Noon.  Dr. 

Gilbert  and  Mr.  Arkeketa  will  conduct  the  afternoon  session  starting 
at  1pm. 

All  Faculty,  staff,  students,  and  the  public  are  invited. 

For  more  information  call  Dr.  Kay  Wood  (Osage),  workshop  co-ordinator 
at  (405)744-6252. 


Date:  Wed,  31  Dul  1996  12:15:14  -0400 
From:  mnation@axess.com 
Sub j : Indian  Economic  Futures 
UUCP  email 

AMERICAN  INDIAN  PROGRAM 

CORNELL  UNIVERSITY 

INDIAN  ECONOMIC  FUTURES 
GOVERNANCE  AND  STATE  TAXATION 
AUGUST  30-31,  1996 
KENNEDY  AUDITORIUM 


CORNELL  UNIVERSITY 


This  seminar  will  explore  questions  related  to  the  economic  futures 
of  Native  communities  in  light  of  recent  growth  history  of  tribal 
and  private  business  on  reservations,  and  the  efforts  by  states  to 
tax  them: 

- What  is  the  context  of  finance  among  contemporary  Native  peoples? 

- What  is  the  history  of  state-tribal  relations  relative  to 
jurisdiction  and  economic  sovereignty? 

- What  is  the  context  of  conflictive  leadership  in  Native  communities? 

Is  the  problem  insurmountable? 

- What  potential  avenues  exist  for  long-term  Native  community  strategic 
planning  around  economics  and  enterprise? 

SPEAKERS 

Rebecca  Adamson  Cherokee,  President,  First  Nations  Development 

Institute 

Curtis  Berkey  Attorney,  Justice  Department 

John  Mohawk  Seneca,  Historical,  SUNY  Buffalo 

Bob  Rich  and  Natalie  Hemlock  Search  Managers,  Horizons,  Inc.,  Ithaca,  NY 

And  Others  to  be  confirmed 

AGENDA 

Keynote  Speaker:  Friday,  August  30,  7:30  p.m.  - 9:00  p.m. 

Seminar  Sessions:  Saturday,  August  1,  9:00-5:00  p.m. 

REGISTRATION  AND  ACCOMMODATIONS 

Cost:  $25.00  pre-registration/$30.00  at  the  door 

Students  may  apply  for  a limited  number  of  registration  waivers 

Lodging:  Participants  will  arrange  own  lodging  and  meals 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

American  Indian  Program/Akwe: kon  Press 
Cornell  University,  300  Caldwell  Hall 
Ithaca,  New  York  14853 
607/255-6587 
fax. 255-6246 


Date:  Wed,  31  Jul  1996  15:47:32  -0400 
From:  jcpaul@cris.com  (JC) 

Sub j : Weekend  with  William  Commanda 
UUCP  email 

For  Gary  Night  Owl... 

Hello!  I received  the  following  from  Bebird@aol.com  and  was  asked  to 
distribute  this  to  anyone  who  might  be  interested.  If  either  of  these 
events  is  something  you  think  appropriate  for  the  "Wotanging  Ikche 
Newsletter"  or  elsewhere,  feel  free  to  use.... 

Many  blessings  to  you , Judith  Paulson 

++++ 

The  WITTENBERG  CENTER  presents  a very  special  event 
August  17  and  18,  1996 

A Weekend  with  William  Commanda,  Algonquin  Traditional  Elder 
KEEPER  OF  THE  WAMPUM  BELTS 

Saturday,  August  17,  8 p.m.  --  The  Way  of  Healing:  With  One  Mind,  One  Heart 
Sunday,  August  18,  1 p.m.  --  The  Seven  Fires  Prophecies 

William  Commanda  is  a traditional  chief,  elder,  and  wisdomkeeper  of  the 
Anishinabe  (Algonquin)  Nation  of  Canada.  He  is  the  holder  of  the  ancient 
wampum  prophecy  belts  and  was  the  leader  of  the  Algonquin  delegation  to 
deliver  the  prophecies  of  his  people  at  The  Cry  of  the  Earth:  The 
Prophecies  of  Turtle  Island  at  the  United  Nations.  Chief  Commanda  was  also 
the  spiritual  leader  of  the  Sunbow  Walk  across  North  America  and  has  been  a 
major  force  behind  The  Mending  The  Sacred  Hoop  Vigil  in  Washington,  D.C., 


for  the  past  three  years.  This  is  a once  in  a lifetime  opportunity  to  sit 
with  this  unique  elder  who  teaches  us  from  his  wisdom  about  both  the 
ancient  traditions,  and  ways  in  which  we  can  walk  with  grace  and  true  power 
in  these  change  times.  He  is  a true  Wisdomkeeper  and  far  seer,  and  it  is 
our  great  joy  to  have  him  return  to  these  mountains  and  have  him  share  his 
knowledge  and  wisdom  with  you. 

Space  is  limited,  advanced  registration  is  strongly  requested  as  we  need 
to  insure  coverage  of  Grandfather  Commanda's  travel  expenses  from  Northern 
Canada.  The  suggested  donation  for  Saturday  evening  is  $20  for  members  and 
for  prepayment  by  Duly  5,  $25  after.  The  Sunday  teachings  are  by 
reservation  only,  donation  is  $40  for  members  and  prepayment  by  Duly  5,  $50 
after.  All  proceeds  go  towards  Grandfather  Commanda's  travel  expenses  and 
to  the  Earth  Reunion  Project.  Limited  work/study  is  available. 

For  reservations  and  information  call  914-679-9764. 

++++ 

The  SPIRAL  FEATHER  DANCE  for  the  NEW  GALACTIC  DREAMERS 
with  Beautiful  Painted  Arrow 
OCTOBER  12  & 13,  1996 

In  the  fall,  as  we  move  into  the  time  of  night,  the  time  of  redreaming  to 
reawaken  our  potential  as  galactic  beings  to  review  our  place  in  the  larger 
dance  from  a new  perspective.  The  Spiral  Feather  Dance  will  take  place  at 
the  sacred  time  of  the  Solar  Eclipse  on  the  New  Moon,  the  time  of  the  new 
year  of  the  ancient  traditions.  The  purpose  of  this  dance  is  to  realign  our 
DNA  structure  in  a new  way  so  that  we  can  move  into  a new  octave  for  a new 
time.  Beautiful  Painted  Arrow  will  lead  us  in  discovering  the  sacred 
purposes  of  the  dancer  as  we  create  new  potential  possibilities  for 
ourselves  and  our  environment. 

The  Spiral  Feather  Dance  will  take  place  on  Saturday  from  noon  to  midnight 
bringing  our  energy  for  manifestation  into  our  inner  seeing.  Water/juice 
will  be  allowed  to  help  move  out  old  energies  residing  in  our  bodies,  flush 
the  toxins,  but  there  is  no  food  and  no  talking  except  in  the  context  of 
the  process  for  the  entire  event  to  prevent  participants  from  structuring 
the  experience  in  old  patterns/mind  sets.  Participants  should  bring 
sleeping  bags  as  they  will  be  sleeping  in  the  pavilion  overnight,  gathering 
in  the  chamber  at  dawn  to  chant,  bringing  in  a new  day,  a new  time,  and  a 
new  way  of  being!  This  event  is  a call  to  those  who  are  ready  to  empower 
themselves  in  a new  way  to  become  dancers  of  light  in  an  often  darkened 
world . 

The  event  will  end  with  a potluck  brunch  and  all  participants  are  expected 
to  bring  prepared  food  and  drink  to  share  for  this  event.  The  cost  of  this 
event  is  $175  with  a 10%  discount  for  those  who  prepay  by  September  15. 
Preregistration  is  required.  This  course  is  required  for  all  seminary 
students . 

On  Friday  evening,  October  11  at  8 p.m..  Beautiful  Painted  Arrow  will  be 
leading  a program  on  chanting  and  working  with  the  healing  power  of  sound 
in  the  Crystal  Peace  Chamber.  This  evening  is  open  to  those  who  will  not  be 
participating  in  the  dance.  The  suggested  donation  for  the  evening  session 
is  $20. 

++++ 

The  WITTENBERG  CENTER  for  ALTERNATIVE  RESOURCES 

188  Wittenberg  Road 

Bearsville,  New  York  12409 

914-679-9764 

Email:  wicar@aol.com 

Website:  http: //www. rati cal .com/Wittenberg/ 

The  WITTENBERG  CENTER  for  ALTERNATIVE  RESOURCES,  Inc.  is  a publicly 
supported,  not  for  profit  organization  dedicated  to  facilitating  a bridging 
of  ancient  wisdom  with  contemporary  life.  The  Wittenberg  Center  is 
accredited  as  a nongovernmental  organization  with  consultative  status  with 
the  United  Nations  Economic  and  Social  Council.  The  Center  also  creates 
forums  for  the  dissemination  of  information  about  indigenous  cultures,  the 
environment,  and  personal  and  planetary  transformation . 

LOCATION:  The  Wittenberg  Center  Is  located  in  the  Catskill  Mountains  just 
outside  of  Woodstock,  NY.  We  are  two  hours  north  of  New  York  City,  1 hour 


south  of  Albany,  and  less  than  1 hour  from  the  Berkshire  Mountains. 

BY  CAR  FROM  NYC  AND  SOUTH:  Take  1-87  (Thruway)  North  to  Exit  19 
(Kingston).  At  the  traffic  circle  bear  west  onto  Rt  28  (Pine  Hill).  Turn 
right  at  traffic  light  onto  Rt  375  (sign  says  Woodstock).  At  end  of 
Rt  375,  turn  left  onto  Rt  212,  go  through  the  Town  of  Woodstock,  continue 
west  to  Bearsville  (sign  for  Bearsville  Theater  & Cafe).  At  fork,  bear 
left  onto  Wittenberg  Road.  Go  2 miles,  past  fire  house  on  left.  You  will 
see  red  mill  buildings  and  a yellow  Victorian  house.  Enter  there.  If 
you  go  3 houses  too  far,  you  will  come  to  a T in  the  road  and  a general 
store.  Turn  and  come  back. 

FROM  ALBANY  AND  NORTH:  Take  1-87  South  to  Exit  20  (Saugerties) . Turn  left 
on  Rt  32,  go  to  the  intersection  with  Rt  212.  Turn  right  and  go  about  10 
miles  to  the  Town  of  Woodstock.  Continue  west  and  follow  directions  above. 

BY  BUS:  Transportation  is  available  through  Adirondack  Trailways.  Call 
212-947-5300  for  a schedule. 

TRANSPORTATION  FROM  WOODSTOCK:  If  you  are  staying  in  town  and  need  a ride, 
call  us  in  advance  for  carpool  information.  Taxi  service  from  town  may  be 
arranged.  The  cost  is  approximately  $5. 

++++ 

May  your  road  rise  to  meet  you 

May  the  wind  be  always  at  your  back 

May  the  sun  shine  warm  upon  your  face 

May  the  rain  fall  soft  upon  all  that  you  plant 

And  until  we  meet  again. 

May  your  God  cradle  you  in  the  palm  of  his  hand... 


Date:  Thu,  01  Aug  1996  18:57:39  -0400 
From:  Corbin&DeBlasio  <ddeblas@alumni.ysu.edu> 
Sub j : Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

POW  WOW  ANNOUNCED 

Red  Hawk  American  Indian  Cultural  Society 
Traditional  Pow  Wow 

Willow  Ranch  (S.  Hubbard  Road,  Coitsville,  OH) 
August  10  & 11,  1996 

Opens  10  am  to  dark;  Grand  entry  at  noon 
Adults  $3.00;  children  under  10  $2.00 

For  more  information  contact: 

Tony  Harding 
35  Vermont  Avenue 
Youngstown  OH  44512-1122 
330-782-8982 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

David  Bowden  via  The  North  American  Spirit  Lodge  Council,  Ann  Stewart, 
Luther  Medicine  Bird  White  Eagle  via  Tall  Eagle,  Cynthia  M.  Dagnal-Myron, 
Olin  Tezcatlipoca  via  Glenn  Welker,  Native  Forest  Network-ENA,  Steve  Brock, 
lanet  Smith,  Duane  Champagne  via  Roselle  Kipp,  Running  Waters,  Ishgooda, 
Debra  Sanders,  Lynne  Moss-Sharman,  Alice  I.  McCombs,  Richard  Clark  Eckert, 
David  Cole,  Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr.,  Dave  Burlingame,  David  Yarrow 


Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE- L or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 


Date:  Thu,  1 August  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Mon,  5 Aug  1996  10:33:50  -0500 

From:  shawnee@inlink.com  (victoria  & spirithawk) 

Sub j : Missouri  Traditional  Pow-Wow  (6-8  September,  Moberly) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

7th  Annual  Moberly,  Missouri,  Native  American  Pow-Wow 
September  6th,  7th,  and  8th,  1996 
at  Rothwell  Park,  Moberly,  Missouri  (34  miles  N.  of  Columbia). 

Traditional  Pow-Wow,  Gourd  & Inter-Tribal  Dancing 

Flost  Drum  : Wakiyan  Hilowan/Whispering  Thunder, 

Flead  Singer-Bill  Branson,  Kansas  City,  MO. 

Gourd  Dance  Drum:  Eagle  Heart,  Head  Singer-3ohn  Bechtold, 

Kansas  City,  MO. 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Mr.  Bill  Dean  (Ojibwa),  Odessa,  MO. 

Head  Veteran  Dancer:  Mshkolahnee-Manito  (Shawnee),  St.  Louis,  MO. 
Head  Gourd  Dancer:  Bob  Blue  (Choctaw),  Kansas  City,  MO. 

Head  Man  & Woman  Dancers:  To  be  chosen  each  day. 

1995-96  Pow-Wow  Princess:  Brittany  Phelps  (Cherokee),  O'Fallon,  MO. 

ALL  DRUMS  WELCOME!!!!  Drum  Contest  with  $3000  in  prize  money. 
Traders  - Artwork  - Craftwork  - Native  Food 
NO  DRUGS  - NO  ALCOHOL  - NO  FIREARMS  PERMITTED!!!! 

Camping  is  available  and  local  hotel/motel  lodging  can  be  found. 

For  further  information:  Harold  Carlson,  (816)  263-3009 
Attention:  This  is  one  of  the  Best  Dancer's  Pow-Wows  in  the  Area, 

Don't  Miss  This  One! 


Date:  Sun,  4 Aug  1996  17:46:41  -0700 
From:  amccombs@igc.apc.org  (Alice  McCombs) 

Sub j : People  Power  Skills  Training  Weekend 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

People  Power:  A Skills  Training  Weekend  to  Stop  Sulfide  Mining 
Wolf  Watershed  Educational  Project  Presents 

PEOPLE  POWER:  A SKILLS  TRAINING  WEEKEND  TO  STOP  SULFIDE  MINING  IN  WISCONSIN 

Keshena,  Menominee  Nation 
September  13-15,  1996 

On  May  4,  1996,  1000  people  gathered  in  Rhinelander  to  protest  Exxon's 
proposed  Crandon  mine  near  the  Wolf  River,  and  its  proposed  waste  pipeline 
to  the  Wisconsin  River.  The  rally  and  march  topped  a two-week  speaking  tour 
that  drew  over  1000  people  in  22  towns  in  counties  along  both  rivers 
The  Wolf  Watershed  Educational  Project  was  initiated  last  year  to  bring 
the  issue  of  sulfide  mining  to  the  public  along  both  threatened  waterways. 

It  is  part  of  a larger  alliance  of  Native  American  Nations,  environmental 
groups,  and  sport  fishing  groups  that  oppose  the  creation  of  a mining 
district  in  Wisconsin  was  a resounding  success. 

The  immediate  aim  of  the  alliance  is  to  organize  local  and  statewide 
opposition  to  Exxon.  We  cannot  rely  on  our  state  or  federal  governments  to 
safeguard  our  interests  against  the  world's  second-largest  corporation. 
United  and  uncompromising  grassroots  opposition  is  what  has  scared  off 
mining  giants  before  --  both  in  Wisconsin  and  elsewhere. 

The  Skill  s Training  Weekend  is  a follow-up  to  the  speaking  tour  / rally. 
Its  purpose  is  to  bring  new  people  into  the  movement  to  oppose  sulfide 


mining  in  Wisconsin  and  train  them  in  brass-tacks  skills  to  educate  and 
organize  their  own  communities.  The  trainers  are  experienced  grassroots 
Wisconsin  organizers. 

However,  although  the  conference  is  organized  to  address  concerns  in 
Wisconsin,  the  skills  learned  will  work  for  people  resisting  sulfide  mining 
in  other  parts  of  the  world.  People  from  around  the  world  are  welcome  and 
invited  to  attend  the  Skills  Training  Weekend. 

Plenaries  & Workshops  Planned: 

Organizing  and  Networking 
Public  Speaking/Writing 
Cultural  Respect 
Media  Skills 
Computer  Skills 

Understanding  the  Political  Process 
Technical  Aspects  of  Mining 

Note:  There  is  no  charge  for  the  Skills  Training  Weekend. 

Logistics 

The  Weekend  will  be  held  at  the  College  of  the  Menominee  Nation  on  Highway 
47/55  in  Keshena,  eight  miles  north  or  Shawano.  It  will  be  at  7-9pm  on 
Friday,  9am-5pm  on  Saturday  and  9am-12  noon  Sunday.  Continental  Breakfasts 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  lunch  and  a traditional  Menominee  dinner  on 
Saturday  are  free,  but  donations  are  welcome  from  those  who  can  afford  it. 

A skills  training  packet  will  be  available. 

Accommodations 

Campi :g: 

There  will  be  group  camping  (with  restrooms  and  showers)  at  the  powwow 
grounds.  In  Keshena,  turn  off  Hwy.  55/47  at  the  army  tank,  go  straight  up 
the  hill. 

Motels : 

Rooms  in  area  motels  are  availableT  The  Menominee  Casino  Hotel  is 
holding  a block  of  rooms  for  the  Skills  Training  Weekend  until  8/30. 

PLAN  TO  MAKE  RESERVATIONS  EARLY! 


Numbers  for  area  motels  and  campgrounds  follow.  Numbers  all  715  area  code; 
all  in  Shawano  unless  indicated.  Call  715-799-5620  for  more  information 

Menominee  Casino  Hotel  (Keehena) 

799-3600 

BB  Campground  (Hwy.  55  nr.  Keshena) 

799-3451 


Brady's  Pine  Grove  Campground 

Shawano  County  Park  Campground 

Best  Western 

Country  Inn 

Pine  Acre  Motel 

River  View  Motel 

Siesta  Villa 

Super  8 

Wisconsin  House  Inn 


787-4555 

524-4986 

526-9595 

526-9595 

526-6665 

524-4493 

524-2108 

526-6688 


Americinn  Motel 


524-4488 


524-5111 

REGISTRATION  FORM: 

I will  be  attending  the  Skills  Training  Weekend. 

I will  be  eating:  Sat.  Breakfa;t;  Sat.  Lunch;  Sat.  Dinner;  Sun. 

Breakfast 

I cannot  attend,  but  want  to  support  the  Wolf  Watershed  Educational 

Project . 

My  tax-deductible  contribution  of  $ is  enclosed,  (make  check  payable 

to  MTN/PC  Foundation) 

Name: 

Address : 

City: 

Phone 


If  you  plan  to  participate,  please  send  the  previous  information  to: 

Wolf  Watershed  Educational  Project 
731  State  St. 

Madison,  WI  53703 
fax: (608)  246-2256 

IMPORTANT!  RSVP  BY  SEPT.  1 

For  more  information  contact 

Menominee  Nation  Treaty  Rights  & Mining  Impacts 
Ph:  715-799-5620  / FX:  715-799-4525 
nomining@wi . f rontiercomm . net 


Date:  Tue,  6 Aug  1996  17:53:00  -0400 
From:  mellyb@gator.net  (Melanie  Burroughs) 

Sub j : Cherokee  of  Georgia  Pow-Wow  (St.  George,  3-5  October) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

14th  Annual  Fall  Pow-Wow 
October  3,4,5,  1996 
St.  George,  GA 

St.  George  is  located  17  miles  north  of  Macclenny,  Florida  on  Route  121  and 
27  miles  south  of  Folkston,  Georgia  on  Route  121. 

The  Pow-Wow  grounds  are  located  off  Hwy  94  - just  past  the  11  mile  marker 
west  of  St.  George,  GA. 

Head  Staff: 

Drum:  Redland,  Dr.  (Ponca  City,  OK) 

M.C. : Fred  Glennon 
Head  Lady:  Marie  Exum 
Head  Man:  Mike  LaPlante 
Arena  Dir:  Ron  Ahboah 

Traders  set-up  free  with  a $25.00  craft  donation.  PLEASE,  Native  American 
related  items  only!  Bring  your  own  tables  & registration  required.  **No 
Food  Traders  Allowed** 

Thursday  - school  children  9am  to  3 pm 
Traders  & dancers  welcome 
Primitive  Camping  (limited  hookups) 

Spectators  should  bring  their  own  chairs 
Dogs  must  be  on  a leash 
Major  raffle  Saturday  night 
Smaller  raffles  all  3 days 
Food  Booth:  Indian  chili 
Fry  bread 

other  refreshments  available 


State : Zip : 

Group(if  any) 


NO  DRUGS  OR  ALCOHOL 

Princess  contest  will  be  held  Saturday  during  the  afternoon  dance  contest. 
Princess  to  be  crowned  Saturday  evening  after  the  Grand  Entry. 

All  contestants  must  be  dressed  out  for  all  dances. 

For  more  information  call:  Derry  Martin  (904)  275-2953 

P.O.  Box  337 

St.  George,  GA  31646 

Sponsored  by  the  Cherokee  of  Georgia  Tribal  Council,  Inc. 

A Descent  Community 


Date:  Tue,  6 Aug  1996  18:04:42  -0400 
From:  mellyb@gator.net  (Melanie  Burroughs) 

Sub j : Fall  Pow-Wow  at  Sanders  Farm,  Old  Town,  Florida  (25-27  Oct) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

1st  Annual  Fall  Pow-Wow  at  Sanders  Farm 
Old  Town,  Florida 
October  25,26,  & 27,  1996 

SOUTHERN  DRUM: 

Host  Drum:  Tribal  Futures  Drum  & Singers 
Head  Singer:  Tom  Tontigh,  Kiowa-Apache 
Head  Man  Dancer:  Dason  Exum,  Creek 
Head  Lady  Dancer:  Marie  Exum,  Lakota 
Guest  Flutist:  Gary  "Corn-Smoke"  LaCorte 
Story  Teller:  Boo-Boo  Ann  Dumping  Eagle,  Lakota 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  CRAFT  DEMONSTRATIONS,  TRADITIONAL  GAMES,  INTER-TRIBAL 
DANCING,  STORY  TELLING,  AUCTION  & RAFFLES,  TRADERS  AND  FOOD  VENDORS 

PUBLIC  WELCOME! ! ! 

Friday,  Oct.  25  - 7:00  p.m.  - Opening  Ceremony  & Grand  Entry 
Saturday,  Oct.  26  - 1:00  p.m.  & 7:00  p.m.  - Grand  Entry 
Saturday,  Oct.  26  - Dedication  of  Grounds 
++Saturday,  Oct.  26  - 10:00  p.m.  - DRAWING  FOR  14'  TIPI** 

Sunday,  Oct.  27  - 11:00  a.m.  - Closing  Ceremony 

++14'  Tipi  includes  cover,  liner,  door  and  poles.  You  do  not  have  to  be 
present  to  win. 

Sponsored  by:  Vision  of  Tribal  Futures 
Committee  members:  Dim  Adkins 

Yvonne  (Pony)  Sealey 

Pat  Caughlin 

Fred  Ring 

Richard  Ring 

Roy  & Frances  Sanders 

Shawn  & Lisa  Stephens 

Tom  & Sherry  Tointigh 

EARLY  SET  UP  WELCOME 

PRIMITIVE  CAMPSITES 

COLD  SHOWERS 

PORTABLE  TOILETS 

NO  ALCOHOL  OR  DRUGS  PERMITTED 

DOGS  ON  LEASH 

OVER  20  ACRES  OF  BEAUTIFUL  PRIMITIVE  CAMPING 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  & TRADER  REGISTRATION,  CALL:  (352)  542-9025 

"RE : Native  Youth  Suicide  Report"  

Date:  Tue,  30  Dul  1996  04:34:00  PDT 

From:  lsharman@microage-tb.com  (Lynne  Moss-Sharman) 

Sub j : Fw:  Native  Youth  Suicide  Report  CBC-CBQ  radio  interview  Deputy 


NORTHERN  DRUM: 

Invited  drum:  Wapiti  & 


Mailing  List: 


NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys .svle.ma.us) 


[Editorial  Note:  Thanks  to  Lynne  for  obtaining  permission 
from  CBC-CBQ  to  post  this  interview  and  for  the  transcript. 
--  Please  also  read  the  poem  which  follows  this  article.] 

Following  is  a transcript  from  a radio  interview  with  Deputy  Grand  Chief, 
lames  Morris,  Nishnawbe-Aski  Nations  who  is  in  Moose  Factory,  near  lames  Bay 
during  the  release  of  the  report.  Interviewer  Cathy  Alex,  CBC-CBQ  radio, 
luly  24,  1996  8.20am 

CATHY  ALEX: 

I will  be  speaking  with  Deputy  Grand  Chief,  lames  Morris,  during  a Chiefs 
Meeting  in  Moose  Factory.  During  the  past  ten  years,  there  have  been  almost 
130  suicides  in  the  49  communities  under  NAN's  umbrella.  Over  100  of  the 
people  who  killed  themselves  were  under  25  years  old,  and  six  of  the  seven 
suicides  so  far  this  year  involved  young  people.  Deputy  Grand  Chief,  lim 
Morris,  is  in  Moose  Factory  this  morning.  What  is  the  main  message  from 
this  report? 

DEPUTY  GRAND  CHIEF,  1AMES  MORRIS: 

I think  the  main  message  that  came  from  the  young  people  is  that  there's 
been  enough  talk  about  why  the  youth  suicide  crisis  is  happening  in  our  area 
and  they  want  action  now.  That  seems  to  be  the  predominant  message  that 
comes  through  loud  and  clear. 

CATHY  ALEX: 

What  kind  of  action  do  the  young  people  want? 

1AMES  MORRIS: 

At  the  top  there  is  a list  of  things  that  need  to  be  done  right  away  at  the 
community  level  to  stop  the  cycle  of  sexual  abuse,  incest,  physical  abuse, 
family  violence  and  addictions  that  are  happening  at  the  community  level.  I 
guess  they  are  challenging  the  leadership  to  deal  with,  some  reluctance, 
with  just  these  issues  and  they  are  saying  that  the  silencing  of  these 
issues  in  the  community  has  to  stop. 

CATHY  ALEX: 

Where  do  you  begin  to  even  solve  those  issues? 

3 AMES  MORRIS: 

Well  obviously  that  has  to  happen  at  the  community  level.  I think  if  you 
look  at  the  overall  report,  it  is  essentially  divided  into  two  streams  of 
recommendations.  One  is  called  "Community  Healing"  and  that's  the  part  that 
deals  with  the  issues  I just  mentioned.  But  that  has  to  happen  at  the 
community  level  --  with  the  people  and  the  community  themselves  --  they  will 
have  to  say  "we  are  going  to  do  it  ourselves".  Outsiders,  like  myself, 
cannot  go  into  a community  and  say  "you  must  do  this  or  that".  And  the  good 
thing  about  it  though,  is  that  these  recommendations  have  come  from  the 
young  people  who  live  in  these  communities.  This  is  young  people  talking  to 
their  parents,  to  their  Elders.  The  second  stream  of  recommendations  deal 
with  the  larger  issues,  the  infrastructures  that  we  are  dealing  with. 
Recreation  facilities,  healing  centres,  and  all  that. 

Where  do  we  start?  The  Chiefs  have  already  passed  a resolution  endorsing 
the  formation  of  a Chiefs  Task  Force  who  will  be  charged  with  a specific 
mandate  --  making  sure  that  these  recommendations  are  implemented  at  the 
community  level.  I guess  that's  the  reason  why  it  is  significant.  It  puts 
these  issues  at  the  forefront.  It  will  make  these  youth  issues  a priority  by 
having  Chiefs  address  them  themselves,  rather  than  technicians  or  outsiders 
like  myself. 

CATHY  ALEX: 

How  willing  do  you  think  Chiefs  and  Elders  are  to  acknowledge  there  is  a 
problem,  and  take  steps  themselves  to  try  to  change  things? 

3 AMES  MORRIS: 

Well,  I think  this  is  the  first  time  --  and  the  significance  of  this  report 


is  that  they  are  being  acknowledged.  I think  that  lanie  Burke(sp.)  one  of 
the  youth  listeners  said  it  best  when  she  said  "she  is  very  happy  that  this 
report  has  been  published,  because  this  is  the  very  first  time  that  there 
has  been  anything  like  this  in  print  of  youth  issues,  with  young  peoples 
voices",  and  I think  that  by  having  had  the  Youth  Forum  in  the  first  place, 
and  then  printing  their  recommendations  in  this  format  and  setting  up  a 
process,  it  is  really  significant.  There  will  continue  to  be  people,  a lot 
of  us,  who  will  continue  to  ignore  these  things.  But  I think  now  we  have  a 
sufficient  number  of  leaders  and  Elders  who  are  willing  to  deal  with  them. 

I think  it  is  significant  that  yesterday,  after  the  report  was  presented, 
the  Elders  presented  a statement  after  having  reviewed  the  recommendations, 
supporting  the  recommendation  and  encouraging  the  Chiefs  to  adopt,  support 
and  implement  the  recommendations.  And  I think  it  is  also  significant  that 
the  report  was  approved  and  adopted  by  the  Chiefs  without  too  much  . . . there 
was  hardly  any  ...  no  opposition  of  any  type.  Everybody  was  fully  in 
support  and  the  report  was  adopted.  But  there  will  be  people  at  the 
community  level  who  will  either  ignore  or  try  to  sidestep  the  issues.  We 
have  to  view  the  Youth  Forum  Report  as  a step  forward,  and  there  will  always 
be  detractors  along  the  way. 

CATHY  ALEX: 

You  mentioned  other  things  that  came  out  in  the  report.  Things  such  as  a 
request  for  more  recreation  facilities,  better  housing  for  communities.  All 
of  that  will  cost  money  and  much  of  that  money  will  come  from  the 
government.  Is  there  any  sign  that  the  government  is  willing  to  move  on 
these  issues  as  well? 

I AMES  MORRIS: 

Well  the  first  indication  that  we  have  seen,  although  there  has  not  been  a 
formal  announcement  or  statement  . . . but  both  governments  have  indicated  a 
willingness  to  consider  the  establishment  of  the  Chiefs  Task  Force  and  also 
a support  group  that  we  call  the  Strategic  Action  Group.  And  that  to  us 
indicates  a willingness  for  the  government  to  look  at  this  report  more 
closely.  In  terms  of  the  money  situation,  I think  the  young  people  in  our 
communities  realize  that  the  only  way  they  will  be  able  to  realize  their 
vision  or  their  dreams,  is  if  they  move  ahead  with  them.  I think  that's 
another  thing  that  separates  us  old  people  from  the  young  people.  Right 
away  we  start  thinking  about  all  the  reasons  why  we  can't  do  something.  We 
are  always  stuck  in  the  past.  We  are  so  used  to  being  told,  "No,  you  can't 
do  this,  you  can't  have  that."  But  the  young  people  are  saying,  "this  is 
what  needs  to  be  done"  and  they  are  going  to  go  ahead  and  do  it.  If  money 
is  a barrier  along  the  way,  then  that's  something  they  are  going  to  have  to 
deal  with. 

CATHY  ALEX: 

How  do  you  think,  then,  these  young  people  can  begin  to  educate  the 
communities  about  the  problems  that  exist,  and  get  them  to  open  up  and  have 
discussions  about  things  like  alcoholism,  sexual  abuse,  incest.  How  do  you 
think  these  young  people  are  going  to  get  communities  to  talk? 

I AMES  MORRIS: 

I think  the  very  existence  of  the  Youth  Forum  was  a big  step.  In  many  ways 
the  Youth  Forum  was  an  awareness  raising  exercise,  and  I think  that  it  has 
done  a great  job  of  doing  that.  It  has  raised  the  awareness  of  the  suicide 
crisis  and  the  importance  of  youth  issues  in  our  area  to  a level  that  has 
never  been  there  before.  The  presentation  of  their  report,  and  the  support 
of  the  leadership,  is  a way  of  educating  not  only  the  leadership,  but  the 
people  in  our  area.  In  terms  of  raising  awareness  among  people,  the  young 
people  are  already  starting  to  do  that.  There  is  so  much  raising  of 
awareness,  but  I think  it  is  challenging  the  leadership  and  the  Elders  to  do 
something  about  it  that  is  important  ...  and  they  are  doing  that  now.  For 
example  in  the  same  community  where  we  are  at  now,  the  Moose  Cree  First 

Nation,  there  is  one  of  the  Youth  Commissioners,  Stan  has  organized 

the  Youth  Conference,  and  it  is  taking  place  right  now.  There  are  70  youth 
delegates  from  all  over  the  NAN  area  who  are  doing  exactly  the  same  things 


that  you  just  mentioned  and  there  was  also  a Youth  Rally  in  Fort  Hope 
several  weeks  ago.  There  are  all  kinds  of  things  happening  in  our 
communities,  and  they  are  being  spearheaded  by  the  young  people,  and  I think 
that's  the  kind  of  stuff  that  you  are  going  to  see  happening  from  now  on. 
There's  a way  for  the  young  people  to  try  and  bridge  the  gap  that  exists 
between  them  and  the  Elders,  and  they  are  challenging  the  Elders  to  take 
part  in  these  activities. 

CATHY  ALEX: 

Deputy  Grand  Chief,  Dim  Morris,  thank  you  for  joining  us 
this  morning. 

- END  OF  TRANSCRIPT 

transcribed  and  submitted  by  Lynne-Moss  Sharman,  The 
Stone  Angels,  Thunder  Bay,  Ontario  lsharman@microage-tb.com 

— "RE:  Poem:  Little  Princess  Underfoot" 

Date:  Tue,  30  Dul  1996  12:46:50  -0400 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net  (Ishgooda) 

Sub j : regarding  Native  Youth  Suicides  report 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[Editorial  Note:  My  prayer  is  the  pain  in  this  poem  will 
bring  healing  to  the  People.  Nicolette,  thank  you  for 
granting  permission  to  open  these  sores  for  all.] 

To  all  of  you  who  are  part  of  my  pain,  my  hope,  my  happiness.  I just  read  a 
statement  from  Deputy  Grand  Chief  lames  Morris,  Nishnawbe-Aski  Nations, 
regarding  Native  Youth  Suicides  report.  He  mandates  that  the  cycle  of 
sexual  abuse,  incest,  physical  abuse,  family  violence  and  addictions  be 
stopped  at  the  community  level. 

This  is  a song  about  my  community  when  I was  13.  It  is  still  being  sung  by 
our  people. 


Little  Princess  Underfoot  went  to  the  tavern  to  see  her  dad. 

Old  Chief  Fill-Em-Up  pointed  her  to  some  dirty  laundry  by  the  cigarette  stand 
She  walked  to  her  father  and  touched  his  hand 
Smiled  at  him  and  then  she  said: 

Oh  see  me  quick,  I'm  fading  away 
Oh  hear  me  before  there's  nothing  to  say 
But  good-bye 

Out  of  the  fog  he  heard  her  voice,  felt  her  touch,  saw  her  face. 

He  tried  to  speak,  the  words  wouldn't  come  so  he  folded  away  to  a safer  place 
He  looked  back  up  but  she  was  gone. 

Then  out  of  the  depths  he  felt  his  song: 

Oh  see  me  quick,  I'm  fading  away 
Oh  hear  me  before  there's  nothing  to  say 
But  good-bye 

Little  Princess  Underfoot  walked  over  the  cracks  and  dirt  and  soot  toward  home 
Momma  sat  by  the  kitchen  door,  hands  in  her  lap,  she  stared  at  the  floor. 

Love  and  joy  were  all  she  dreamed. 

Broken  dreams  were  all  she'd  seen. 

Oh  see  me  quick,  I'm  fading  away 
Oh  hear  me  before  there's  nothing  to  say 
But  good-bye 

Momma  watched  her  child  leave.  Too  late  she  said  "Come  back  home" 

All  her  tears  were  locked  up  tight  and  put  away  where  they  wouldn't  show. 

How  can  you  stand  up  and  fight 
When  you've  failed  all  your  life? 

Oh  see  me  quick,  I'm  fading  away 
Oh  hear  me  before  there's  nothing  to  say 


But  good-bye 


Nothing  is  a heavy  weight  when  nothing  is  what  fills  up  your  days. 

Nothing  comes  to  make  you  smile  or  keep  you  warn  and  nothing  always  stays. 
Someone  please  help  me  find 
My  own  special  place  to  hide. 

Oh  see  me  quick,  I'm  fading  away 
Oh  hear  me  before  there's  nothing  to  say 
But  good-bye 


I can  re-write  this  song  today  because  somebody  read  it  so  many  years  ago. 
Somebody  read  it  and  understood.  The  nothingness  was  no  longer  so 
overwhelming  that  I could  not  bear  it. 

The  nothingness  that  fills  people  must  be  filled.  IT  MUST  BE  FILLED,  or 
there  is  no  reason  to  continue.  Anger,  violence,  noise,  rage,  chemicals  are 
desperate  and  immediate  ways  to  fill  that  nothingness.  Ignoring  abuse  or 
condemning  the  abusers  does  not  get  rid  of  either. 

Anger  is  not  an  enemy.  There  are  plenty  of  reasons  our  community  should  be 
angry.  Rage  is  not  an  enemy.  There  are  plenty  of  reasons  our  community 
should  be  enraged.  Isolation  and  shame, 

not  anger  and  rage,  turn  us  into  abusers.  We  don't  need  more  stuff  and 
toys  doled  out  to  us  to  keep  us  content  and  occupied.  We  need  our 
community.  We  need  to  talk  about  our  anger  and  rage  as  a community.  Each 
of  us  have  already  known  isolation,  shame,  abuse  and  suicide.  These  shared 
anguishes  can  be  used  to  bring  us  back  together.  We  can  talk  about  these 
things  as  brothers  and  sisters.  Aunts  and  Uncles,  Grandparent  and 
Grandchild.  We  can  talk  about  these  things  as  community. 

Nicolette  «« {{{{}}}} »» 

Email  ishgooda@tdi.net  for  inclusion  in  the  Huron-Wendat  newsletter 
<http://www.berkshire.net/~mll/wendat.html>  and  to  register  for  updates  on 
the  proposed  gathering  in  1997!  Put  "Huron"  as  your  subject  in  the  e-mail. 

"RE : Need  EIS  on  White  Pine  Mine"  

Date:  Thu,  1 Aug  1996  17:06:52  -0500 

From:  nomining@wi.frontiercomm.net  (Alice  I.  McCombs) 

Sub j : ACTION  ALERT!  Need  EIS  on  White  Pine  Mine 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

+++  PLEASE  DISTRIBUTE  WIDELY  +++ 

ACTION  ALERT!  Need  Environmental  Impact  Statement  on  White  Pine  Mine 
Please  flood  EPA  with  Requests  for  an  EIS 

FOR  RELEASE:  Duly  31,  1996 
Walt  Bresette:  715/779-5071 

ACID  TRAIN  UPDATE:  WISCONSIN  CENTRAL  DERAILS  IN  CITY  OF  ASHLAND 

At  2 p.m.  yesterday  a Wisconsin  Central  train  carrying  two  box  engines  and 
two  box  cars  of  wood  derailed  in  the  city  of  Ashland.  Media  was  on  the  scene 
last  night  as  were  some  of  the  people  protesting  Wisconsin  Central's 
transport  of  sulfuric  acid  across  the  Bad  River  Chippewa  Reservation.  A 
repair  crew  was  trying  to  get  the  remaining  engine  back  on  the  track;  the 
other  engine  and  two  cars  of  wood  remained  on  the  track  and  was  moved  from 
the  scene.  The  derailment  was  caused  when  one  rail  snapped  in  two  about  18 
inches  from  where  the  rails  are  attached  to  each  other.  One  Wisconsin 
Central  official  was  quoted  as  saying:  "I  don't  know  why  people  are  so 
concerned  with  this  minor  incident.  It  happens  all  the  time." 

STATE  LEAVES  TRACKS  - FEDERAL  MEDIATOR  BEING  SENT 

It  is  reported  that  Governor  Thompson  has  requested  that  a federal  mediator 
now  take  over  the  situation  at  Bad  River.  None  of  the  Ashland  County  police 
have  been  seen  at  the  site  since  a tense  confrontation  Monday  night.  The 
camp  remains  peaceful  with  more  people  arriving. 


PEACEFUL  PROTEST  AND  CEREMONIES  CONTINUE 

Contrary  to  reports  of  an  "armed  standoff/'  the  gathering,  which  is  now 
entering  its  ninth  day,  remains  a peaceful,  spiritual  protest  of  the 
transport  of  hazardous  materials  across  unsafe  tracks  to  an  illegal  mine. 

All  people  of  good  will  are  invited  to  join  at  the  tracks  to  do  protest  in 
their  community  in  solidarity  with  the  Bad  River  track  blockade. 

IT  CAN  ALL  END  WITH  ONE  STATEMENT  BY  EPA 

Everyone  currently  involved  in  this  situation  are  just  doing  their  jobs:  the 
rail  folks  have  a contract  with  White  Pine  mine  to  deliver  acid;  the  Ashland 
County  police  have  a job  to  uphold  the  law;  the  Anishinabe  Ogitchida  have  a 
duty  to  protect  the  community.  The  only  people  who  are  not  doing  their  job 
is  EPA  - they  have  not  held  one  federal  hearing  on  this  project. 

WE  URGE  ALL  PEOPLE  TO  CALL  EPA  BOSS  CAROL  BROWNER  AND  DEMAND  THAT  AN  EIS  BE 
DONE  FOR  THE  WHITE  PINE  MINE. 

If  that  happens  everyone  wins.  If  the  mine  is  as  safe  as  they  say  then  an 
EIS  would  prove  it.  If  EPA  calls  for  an  EIS  then  the  rail  company  can  get 
out  of  their  liability  for  the  acid  transport,  giving  them  time  to  repair 
the  tracks.  And,  without  the  acid  moving  and  scrutiny  of  the  mine,  the 
people  on  the  tracks  can  go  home. 

What  you  can  do: 

Write,  phone,  or  email  a message  to  EPA  official  Carol  Browner  Her  address 
and  a sample  letter  follows. 

Carol  Browner,  EPA  Administrator 

United  States  Environmental  Protection  Agency 

Washington,  D.C.  20460 

Ph:  202-260-4700  / FX:  202-260-0279 

Email : browner . carol@epamail. epa .gov 

Dear  Ms.  Browner: 

I am  concerned  about  the  White  Pine  Mine  being  approved  by  EPA  Region  V in 
Chicago  apparently  without  adequate  investigation  being  conducted  for 
Traditional  Cultural  Properties  as  mandated  under  Public  Law  102-575,  The 
National  Historic  Preservation  Act. 

The  secondary  effects  of  this  project  include  the  shipment  of  11  BILLION 
gallons  of  sulfuric  acid  across  the  state  of  Wisconsin.  This  could  place 
countless  Traditional  Cultural  Properties  in  jeopardy. 

Under 

PUBLIC  LAW  102-575-Oct . 30,  1992 
106  STAT.  4753 

Title  XL-NATIONAL  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  ACT  AMENDMENTS 
SEC. 4019.  DEFINITIONS 

(a)  AMENDMENT  AND  ADDITION  OF  DEFINITIONS . -Section  301  of  the  National 
Historic  Preservation  Act  (16  U.S.C.  470w)  is  amended  as  follows: 

(7)  [Federal]  "Undertaking"  means  a project,  activity,  or  program  funded  in 
whole  or  in  part  under  the  direct  or  indirect  jurisdiction  of  a Federal 
agency,  including: 

"(A)  those  carried  out  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  agency; 

"(B)  those  carried  out  with  Federal  financial  assistance; 

"(C)  those  requiring  a Federal  permit  license,  or  approval;  and 
"(D)  those  subject  to  State  or  local  regulation  administered  pursuant  to  a 
delegation  or  approval  by  a Federal  agency." 


Therefore,  I ask  that  an  Environmental  Impact  Statement  be  performed  for  the 
White  Pine  Copper  mine  and  their  transport  of  sulfuric  acid  which  includes  a 
full  investigation  for  Traditional  Cultural  Properties  as  mandated  by  Public 
Law  102-575,  Section  106. 

An  Urgent  Call  continues  for  witnesses  with  cameras  to  come  to  the  site. 

For  directions  to  the  site  call:  715-274-6354. 

Donations  of  food  and  water  are  and  can  be  sent  in  care  of: 

Walt  Bresette 

Lake  Superior  Alliance 

Route  1,  Box  117 

Bayfield,  WI  54814 

Ph:  715-779-5071  / FX:  715-779-3465 

Email:  bresette@win.bright.net 

For  more  information  visit: 

http://www.menominee.com/a-one/mccombs/nmw.html 


The  only  way  to  mine  metallic  sulfides  safely  in  Wisconsin 
Is  not  to  mine  at  all. 

For  facts  --  with  references  cited  --  about  the  proposed  Exxon/Crandon  mine, 
visit  our  web  page: 

http://www.menominee.com/a-one/mccombs/home.htm 

Menominee  Nation  Treaty  Rights  & Mining  Impacts  Office 

P.O.  Box  910 

Keshena,  WI  54135 

Ph:  715-799-5620 

FX:  715-799-4525 

Email : nomining@keshena . wi . frontiercomm.net 

"RE : New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy"  

Date:  Tue,  30  Dul  1996  15:44:34  -0400 

From:  rceckert@umich.edu  (Richard  Clark  Eckert) 

Sub j : New  age  or  old  prophecy 

Mailing  List:  NATCFIAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

> 

> Past  Indian  policies  are  in  the  past  and  they  are  remembered  pain. 

> 

Maybe  I am  missing  something  here,  but  there  are  some  fundamental 
problems  with  any  posture  that  claims  that  the  objective  policies  of  the 
past  are  now  limited  to  subjective  memories  in  the  present,  painful  or  not. 
First,  the  Indian  policies  of  the  past  are  not  over.  The  idea  that 
tribes  are  domestic  sovereignties  has  not  been  revised.  The  plenary 
powers  doctrine  has  not  been  repudiated.  The  land  taken  has  not  been 
returned  etc  etc  etc. 

Second,  the  policy  of  killing  the  Indian  to  save  the  man  is  very  loud 
when  the  Governor  of  WI  defends  those  carrying  signs  which  say,  "Save  a 
deer--kill  an  Indian." 

Third,  the  legal  scholar  Felix  Cohen  indicated  that  the  assimilative 
policies  found  in  US  law  have  a cyclical  pattern  of  repeating  themselves 
every  30  to  40  years. 

Fourth,  the  census  data  from  1990  surely  indicates  that  the  Native 
American  suffers  from  current  policies. 

Fifth,  the  overriding  policy  past  or  present  is  a policy  of  cultural 
hegemonic  gain.  Isn't  it  bit  odd  that  both  Marxists  and  Capitalists 
agree  on  the  idea  (but  for  different  reasons)  that  the  Native  must  be 


assimilated? 

Sorry  to  burst  the  bubbles  but  the  policies  of  greed  and  theft  have  not 
changed  one  damn  bit! 

Richard 


"RE : New  Age  or  Old  Prophecy"  

Date:  Wed,  31  Dul  1996  23:41:01  -0700 
From:  davidb@spl.lib.wa.us  (dAVe  burlingame) 

Sub j : New  age  or  old  prophecy 

Mailing  List:  NATCHAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

rceckert@umich.edu  (Richard  Clark  Eckert)  writes: 

> 

> Sorry  to  burst  the  bubbles  but  the  policies  of  greed  and  theft  have  not 

> changed  one  damn  bit! 

This  is  very  true.  Not  only  has  the  *ideal*  behind  the  policies  not 
changed  (even  though  the  policies  have;  they  do  every  time  we  figure  how 
to  end-run  around  them),  the  policies  and  patterns  of  racism  have  been  so 
seamlessly  integrated  into  our  society  as  to  be  invisible  to  all  save 
those  who  are  being  subtly  [sp]  persecuted--witness  both  the  Pocahontas 
and  Indian  in  the  Cupboard  threads  of  the  past  year.  Witness  also  the 
appropriation- -of  dreamcatchers,  bundles,  and  bags,  as  well  as  those 
things  that  cannot  be  mentioned  here--by  the  ignorant,  short-sighted, 
selfish  newagers  and  their  terrible  ilk.  Witness  also  the  historical 
practices  of  the  foreign  U.S.  government,  which  are  still  being  followed, 
which  pit  one  Tribe  against  another  in  the  hopes  that  they  will  destroy 
each  other,  leaving  the  bounty  for  a dishonorable  third  party  to  claim  for 
themselves.  [I  am  becoming  more  and  more  involved  in  such  a dispute,  as  we 
move  toward  "FedRec,"  and  U.S.  "approved"  groups  align  against  us...] 

At  the  same  time,  one  cannot  reasonably  expect  both  true  compassion  (or 
empathy,  or  whatever)  and  equality  without  having  to  give  SOMETFIING  up. 
Other  people  just  don't  understand  that  they  have  no  business  asking 
certain  things,  and  will  continue  to  ask  until  punched  in  the  face 
(figuratively,  of  course,  but  there  are  times...).  The  more  we  try  to  keep 
people  out,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  we  are  merely  trying  to  preserve 
our  culture  and  heritage  (and  STILL  being  killed  for  it),  the  more  they 
will  assume  they  have  a right  to  be  let  in.  How  many  times  will  we  all 
have  to  endure  the  following: 

"I  walked  right  up  to  the  Elder  and  introduced  myself 
and  thrust  out  my  hand;  not  only  did  he  not  shake  it, 
he  didn't  tell  me  any  legends!  Why?" 

...and  other  things  like  it? 

It's  a very  fine  line  that  we  are  being  asked  to  walk,  the  one  between 
letting  everyone  into  the  longhouse  versus  trying  to  keep  everyone  out. 
Neither  of  those  answers  are  correct,  I fear,  although  the  adoption  of 
either  of  those  attitudes  is  all  too  easy.  The  hard  thing  is  LISTENING,  to 
the  wind,  the  water,  the  land,  and  thereby  knowing  who  should  come  in,  and 
who  needs  to  wait  outside  a while  longer.  Personally,  when  someone  I don't 
know  comes  up  to  me  and  says  "You  are  my  brother!"  I walk  away.  I thought 
that  if  someone  truly  was  my  brother,  it  would  not  have  to  be  said;  it  is 
something  that  becomes  known,  over  time  when  hearts  and  purposes  are 
revealed,  or  possibly  right  away,  when  you  can  feel  and  almost  touch 
someone's  spirit,  they  are  so  strong.  Either  way,  if  it  must  be  spoken  of 
right  away,  it  must  not  be  true. 

This  is  all  I have  to  say  for  now. 

These  are  my  words 
All  My  Relations 
dAVe 


Cowlitz  Indian  Tribe 

Cowlitz  Indian  Peoples  Coalition 

Unconquered . 


— "RE:  Leech  Lake  Chairman  Defies  Council"  

Date:  Thu,  1 Aug  1996  13:20:17  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet . com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub  j : Leech  Lake  Chairman  Defies  Council 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NEWS  RELEASE  FROM  NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH 
AND  RESOURCE  CENTER: 

LEECH  LAKE  CHAIRMAN  DEFIES  LATEST  ATTEMPT  BY  COUNCIL  TO  UNDERMINE  THE 
POSITION  OF  CHAIRMAN 

"I  do  this  out  of  respect  for  tribal  government  and  out  of  respect  for  the 
people.  The  standoff  I'm  at  with  the  council  will  probably  continue  and  I 
just  want  to  reiterate  that  I don't  recognize  the  authority  of  the  court," 
Further  stating  that  the  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribal  Court  has  been  a 
mere  election  appeals  panel  until  now  and  lacks  the  jurisdiction  to  become 
involved  in  the  fight  between  him  and  the  rest  of  the  Leech  Lake  Tribal 
Council,  Chairman  Eli  Hunt  tore  up  the  restraining  order  sought  by  other 
council  members. 

On  Wednesday,  Duly  31,  Chairman  Hunt  suspended  Secretary-Treasurer  Daniel 
Brown,  without  pay,  and  he  will  ask  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  to 
order  a recall  election  to  fill  Brown's  position.  Brown  was  informed  of  a 
recall  petition  by  the  people  of  Leech  Lake  at  a public  meeting  on  Duly  15 
and  under  the  tribal  constitution  the  council  had  15  days  to  schedule  a 
hearing  on  the  petition  charges.  The  council  has  not  acted  on  the 
petition,  so  the  constitution  stipulates  that  the  BIA  consider  the  charges, 
and  if  valid,  set  a recall  election. 

Representatives  from  the  12  local  Indian  councils  across  the  reservation 
will  meet  to  suggest  an  interim  replacement  for  Brown.  The  process  will  be 
used  to  fill  all  interim  opening  on  the  council.  Councilor  Myron  Ellis  was 
informed  of  similar  recall  petition  charges  on  Duly  19.  Petitions  are 
currently  circulating  for  the  removal  of  Council  members  Alfred  Fairbanks 
lr.  and  lack  Seeyle. 

In  a news  release  issued  Wednesday,  Chairman  Hunt  said  the  court  action 
is  just  the  latest  in  a string  of  attempts  by  the  council  to  undermine  the 
position  of  chairman.  "These  council  members  have  also  harbored,  among 
them,  one  convicted  felon  and  another  who  has  admitted  and  pleaded  guilty 
in  federal  court  to  misappropriation  of  federal  funds.  One  of  the  illegal 
actions  that  the  four  have  taken  was  to  give  jurisdiction  to  the  Minnesota 
Chippewa  Tribe  Court  of  Appeals  over  the  chairman  and  the  Leech  Lake 
Reservation . 

"The  constitution  of  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe  does  not  authorize  the 
formation  of  such  a court.  The  field  solicitor  of  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  has  repeatedly  taken  the  position  that  such  a court  is  illegal, 
without  a valid  constitutional  amendment  voted  on  by  the  people  of  the 
Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe." 

A drum  group  called  the  Leech  Lake  Ojibwe  Singers  played  near  an 
anti-Tribal  Council  protest  outside  Tribal  Headquarters  in  Cass  Lake  on 
Wednesday.  The  unity  group  was  drumming  to  "heal  tribal  government  and  put 
the  power  back  in  the  hands  of  the  people," 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
MINNESOTA  CHIPPEWA  TRIBE  SUMMIT 
SATURDAY,  AUGUST  3,  1996 
AT  9 A.M. 

AT  MASH-KA-WISEN  POW  WOW 

AT  SAWYER  MINNESOTA 

ON  THE  FOND  DU  LAC  RESERVATION 

All  tribal  members  --  Leech  Lake,  White  Earth,  Bois  Forte,  Fond  du  Lac, 
Milles  Lacs,  Grand  Portage  --  are  invited  to  participate  in  the  first 


tribal  summit.  Come  hear,  come  speak.  Let's  come  together.  Issues  to 
discussed  are: 

-Constitutional  amendment:  Amendment  III 
-Establishment  of  Tribal  Courts:  MCT  Ordinance  #15 
-Full  Government  Authority  or  Business  Committees 
-Power  of  the  TEC 

Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : Olympics  Story"  

Date:  Wed,  31  Dul  1996  22:35:22  +0000 
From:  dyarrow@igc.apc.org  (David  Yarrow) 

Sub j : my  Olympics  story 

Mailing  List:  NATCFIAT  (natchat@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

my  Olympics  story 

Some  have  indignantly  observed  the  biased,  nationalistic,  one-sided 

American  media  coverage  of  the  Olympics.  Well,  consider  this 

Dune  6 I was  visiting  Tuscarora  Indian  Nation  north  of  Niagara  Falls 
where  I was  to  talk  at  a spiritual  weekend  sponsored  by  the  Eh-Kweh-Heh- 
Weh  Center  of  Learning.  Saturday  morning  as  my  host  was  rolling  me  in 
my  wheelchair  out  to  the  road  to  go  to  the  gazebo,  another  Tuscarora  ran 
up  to  say  that  week  the  Olympic  torch  would  be  visiting  Tuscarora 
Nation . 

I was  impressed  by  this  synchronicity  of  spirit.  My  message  was 
"Awaken!"  as  in  the  Dohn  Seed  poem  I first  posted  to  this  list.  Time 
to  awaken  the  soul  seed  in  each  of  us.  Time  to  ignite  the  spark  within 
and  rekindle  the  flame  of  awareness  --  the  fire  of  spiritual 
consciousness . 

The  man  explained  he  was  organizing  a protest  that  American  Indian 
Nations  are  not  recognized  and  allowed  to  participate  in  the  games,  nor 
is  Lacrosse  --  the  Indian  game  of  eastern  America  --  played  in  the 
Olympics.  Seems  Indians  are  always  forced  to  protest  something  --if 
not  being  left  out  and  ignored,  then  being  run  over  and  robbed. 

Further,  the  man  explained  that  because  the  torch  was  passing  through, 
Tuscarora  Nation  would  get  flags  of  all  180  some  Olympic  nations  to  fly 
over  their  tiny  country. 

This  caused  my  heart  to  leap  higher  in  joy.  In  1992  when  I was 
electrocuted  in  Wisconsin,  I'd  begun  to  weave  a network  on  the  internet 
to  lobby  the  United  Nations  to  recognize  and  seat  indigenous  nations  of 
North  America.  Currently  not  a single  Native  American  government  in 
North,  Central  and  South  America  has  a voice  or  a vote  in  the  U.N.  Here 
was  continued  hope  this  situation  could  be  remedied. 

I took  the  man's  hand  to  kiss  it,  but  he  would  have  none  of  that  and 
pulled  it  back. 

Later  my  host  confided  his  sadness  that  the  torch  would  be  met  with  a 
protest.  I observed  that  man  himself  had  not  let  me  honor  him.  The  pain 
and  paradox  of  American  Indians  today. 

— turtle 

for  a green  and  peaceful  planet  for  the  Seventh  Generation 
David  Yarrow  at  Turtle  EyeLand 
c/o  Broeckx,  P.O.  Box  6034,  Albany,  NY  12206 
dyarrow@igc.apc.org  518-426-0563 

http://www.estrie.com/macphi/yarrow  [under  construction] 

Eve,  the  earthworm  sez:  "If  yer  not  forest,  yer  against  us." 
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Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  NATIVELIT,  & NATIVE-L 
listservers;  UUCP  & genie  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native^soc. culture. native 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Brotherj  listen  to  what  we  say.  There  was  a time  when  our  forefathers 
owned  this  great  island.  Their  seats  extended  from  the  rising  to  the 
setting  of  the  sun." 

"The  Great  Spirit  has  made  it  for  use  of  the  Indians.  He  had  created  the 
buffalOj  the  deerj  and  other  animals  for  food.  He  made  the  bear  and  the 
deerj  and  their  skins  served  us  for  clothing.  He  had  scattered  them  over 
the  countryj  and  had  taught  us  how  to  take  them.  He  had  caused  the  earth 
to  produce  corn  for  bread.  All  this  he  had  done  for  his  red  children 
because  he  loved  them." 

"If  we  had  any  disputes  about  hunting  groundSj  they  were  generally  settled 
without  the  shedding  of  much  blood.  But  an  evil  day  came  upon  us." 

"Your  forefathers  crossed  the  Great  Waters  and  landed  on  this  Island. 

Their  numbers  were  small.  They  found  friendSj  not  enemies.  They  told  us 
they  had  fled  from  their  own  country  for  fear  of  wicked  menj  and  had  come 
here  to  enjoy  their  religion.  They  asked  for  a small  seat." 

"We  took  pity  on  therrij  granted  their  request  and  they  sat  down  amongst  us. 
We  gave  them  corn  and  meat.  They  gave  us  poison  [liquor]  in  return.  The 
white  people  had  now  found  our  country.  Tidings  were  carried  back  and 
more  came  amongst  us.  Yet  we  did  not  fear  them.  We  took  them  to  be 
friends.  They  called  us  brothers.  We  believed  them  and  gave  them  a large 


seat . " 

"At  length  their  numbers  had  greatly  increased.  They  wanted  more  land. 

They  wanted  our  country.  Our  eyes  were  opened  and  our  minds  became  uneasy. 
Wars  took  place.  Indians  were  hired  to  fight  against  Indians  and  many  of 
our  people  were  destroyed.  They  also  brought  strong  liquors  among  us.  It 
was  strong  and  powerful  and  has  slain  many  thousands." 

"Brother,  our  seats  were  once  large  and  yours  were  very  small.  You  now 
have  become  a large  people  and  we  have  scarcely  a place  left  to  spread 
our  blankets.  You  have  got  our  country,  but  you  are  not  satisfied." 

Red  Jacket,  Seneca  leader  and  statesman 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  Olympics  is  over.  It  represented  all  people  of  all  nations  - or 
so  the  organizers  will  tell  you. 

The  Ceremonies  began  by  presenting  the  four  directions  and  the  colors 
of  the  four  directions  --  as  created  by  some  Pacific  Rim  artist.  Our 
Nations  honored  those  same  Sacred  directions  here  for  centuries  and 
centuries.  Centuries  ago,  European  people  tore  the  people  Creator  put 
here  away  from  the  land  itself,  and  now  returned  and  cut  them  even  from 
the  memory  of  the  spirit  of  the  land. 

The  Olympic  Opening  Ceremonies  presented  a breathtaking  spectacle  of  "The 
Spirit  of  Atlanta"  as  a spirit  created  just  before  the  Civil  War.  There 
were  Europeans  and  Blacks--but  no  Native  Americans.  It  was  as  if  the 
spirits  of  the  Mississippian,  Cherokee  and  Creek  nations  never  existed. 

There  were  no  Native  American  athletes,  as  nearly  as  I can  determine.  No 
Dim  Thorpe.  No  Tarahumaras  (Native  to  Mexico  and  possibly  the  greatest 
distance  runners  as  a people)  in  the  distance  races  or  marathon. 

At  the  prices  being  charged  for  seats  there  probably  weren't  many  Native 
American  spectators,  either. 

The  Olympics  is  over.  It  represented  all  people  of  all  nations  - or 
so  the  organizers  will  tell  you. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@genie.geis.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@netcom.com 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w=== 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


-  News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Horse  Byars  Call  for  Help  - Mining  Companies  Not  Respecting 

- Big  Mountain  Elders  in  San  Francisco  Resources 

- Huron  Newsletter  - Self-Government  Process  Evaluation 


- Sculptress  Forces  Work  on  Lakota 

- History  of  RBCs  in  Chippewa  Tribe 

- Publication  Announcement 

- NA  Filmmaker  Seeks  Assistance 

- Indian  Language  Classes  Approved 

- Cherokee  Elders  Council  Revived 

- Legend:  Why  the  Owl  has  Big  Eyes 

- Poem:  A Place  in  the  Sky 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

-  "RE:  Horse  Byars  Call  for  Help"  

Date:  Thu,  8 Aug  1996  17:30:11  -0600 

From:  "Leo  T.  Chavez,  Dr."  <cchavez@ucsub. Colorado. EDU> 

Sub j : Horse  Byars  call  for  help  & supplies 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

~From:  Loretta  Callahan  <wbread@teleport . com> 

Hi  All, 

Spoke  to  one  of  the  brave  lasses  who  has  been  at  Horse  Byars  since  last 
week.  You  might  want  to  know  that  a handful  of  folks  stopped  the  logging 
for  a day  or  so  and  need  some  relief  in  terms  of  bodies  and  supplies.  This 
is  probably  one  of  the  most  crucial  actions  this  summer...  for  a lot  of 
reasons.  I believe  we  have  a chance  to  expose  some  of  the  downright  illegal 
activities  going  on  with  the  forest  service  and  lumber  companies. 

If  you  can  spare  tools,  cash,  food  or  time  over  the  next  week  or  so.... 
contact  me  or  one  of  the  folks  below.  We  also  need  some  folks  to  help  with 
phone  calls  during  the  day  (most  of  us  work)  to  get  the  word  out.  A lot  of 
our  brave  souls  are  going  to  court  over  Enola  this  week  and  they  are  a bit 
stretched....  so  we  are  asking  that  if  you  do  one  thing  this  summer  in  terms 
of  actions ....  please  make  this  the  one. 

Refer  to  Doe  Keating's  posts  for  rally  and  other  information. 

Let's  not  let  them  get  away  with  this!! 

Enthusiastically, 

Loretta 

282-5463  (Portland) 

Directions:  Highway  22  east  from  Salem  to  Detroit.  Go  left  on  Highway  46. 

Go  3.2  miles  and  turn  left  onto  Elk  Lake  turnoff.  Go  an  eighth  of  a mile 
and  take  another  left  on  Forest  Service  road  701,  follow  701  approximately 
1 mile  to  the  blockade. 

Call  Southern  Willamette  Earth  First!  in  Eugene  at  541-343-7305 
Call  Doe  Keating  in  Portland  at  503-234-2613 
EUGENE  CONTACT:  DIM  FLYNN  @ 741-9191 

Tom  (All  Seasons  Motel  in  Detroit)  is  a another  good  place  to  check  in: 
503/854-3421 

Loretta  Whitebread  Callahan 
wbread@teleport . com 

Save  the  Ancient  Forests .. .there  isn't  much  time.  Our  motto: 

Not  one  More  Ancient  Tree!! 

Call  our  hotline  and  find  out  how  you  can  help:  800/283-5926 
Portland  Area:  295-6828 


- Leech  Lake  Activist  Speaks  Up 

- FAN  Shuts  Down  Interfor  Log  Sort 

- Attention:  Native  Radio  Producers 

- Schedule  for  Native  America  Calling 


~From:  Pahtoo@aol.com 

Please  subscribe  to  this  list  at  wall-list@igc.apc.org  and  help  us  save 
these  ancient  forests.  The  Forest  Service  and  logging  companies  are  in  a 
rush  against  time  since  the  Salvage  Logging  Rider  is  scheduled  to  end  next 
month.  The  logging  companies  are  cutting  as  many  trees  as  possible  without 
regards  to  environmental  and  endangered  species  laws.  Also,  there  is  no 
legal  recourse  and  our  rights  to  appeal  have  been  denied.  The  only  way  to 


try  to  stop  this  action  is  by  *non-violent*  demonstration , such  as  was 
successfully  used  to  stop  the  clear-cutting  at  Warner  Creek,  east  of  Eugene, 
Oregon  earlier  this  summer.  However,  the  one  small  victory  at  Warner  Creek 
has  prompted  the  action  to  send  the  logging  companies  into  all  of  the  other 
sales  areas  in  a mad  dash  to  cut  as  many  of  these  ancient  trees,  and  as 
quickly  as  possible.  These  cut  trees  may  lay  on  the  ground  for  several 
years  before  they  can  all  be  brought  out,  during  which  time  they'll  begin 
to  rot.  We  don't  have  enough  people  locally  to  protect  all  of  these  areas 
and  WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP  before  all  of  the  trees  are  gone. 

UPDATE:  Clear-cutting  continues  at  the  Sun  Dance  site  at  Enola  Hill  on 

Mount  Hood,  east  of  Portland,  Oregon! 

HORSE  BYARS  TIMBER  SALE  ALERT  & UPDATE 

Logging  began  Thursday,  August  1,  on  the  Horse  Byars  Timber  Sale  in  the 
Breitenbush  River  drainage,  Detroit  Ranger  District,  Willamette  National 
Forest.  This  is  the  last  Section  318  rider  sale  left  standing  on  the 

Willamette  National  Forest  <east  of  Salem,  Oregon>. 

This  sale  was  stopped  in  1990,  due  to  the  presence  of  nesting  Spotted  owls. 
It  was  pushed  forward  under  the  Hatfield/Clinton  "Salvage"  Rider. 

It  wasn't  until  a road  blockade  occurred  on  Tuesday,  August  6,  that  media 
reports  uncovered  the  fact  that  the  Decision  Notice  for  the  sale.  Dated 
5/16/90  and  signed  by  the  Forest  Supervisor,  was  inaccurate.  That  notice 
stated  that  76  acres  would  be  cut,  yielding  2.6  million  board  feet. 

In  reality,  the  USFS  attached  an  old  (12/18/85)  sale,  the  West  French  Timber 
Sale  to  the  Horse  Byars  and  upped  the  acreage  to  140  and  board  feet  to  5.7! 

Of  the  acreage,  104  is  Old  Growth,  which  the  USFS  admits  are  over  300  years 
old,  which  will  (and  is)  be  clearcut. 

PROTESTS  CONTINUE 

An  official  Closure  (an  Iron  Curtain  of  Secrecy)  has  been  put  on  the  area. 
Access  is  blocked  to  all,  including  the  media. 

Citizens  are  being  stopped  by  law  enforcement  at  the  bottom  of  the  road, 
six  miles  from  the  cutting.  Freres  Bros.  Lumber's  private  armed  security  are 
guarding  the  logging  operations,  where  falling  is  occurring  at  a furious 
pace. 

At  least  30  protesters  are  in  the  woods  at  this  time.  Dozens  of  law 
enforcement  vehicles  are  on  the  scene. 

HARASSMENT 

The  All  Season's  Motel  in  Detroit  OR,  nearest  town  to  the  sale,  was 
rousted  by  USFS  Law  Enforcement  at  8:00  PM  last  night.  The  cops  copied 
license  numbers,  took  Polaroid  photos  of  guests  of  the  motel  and  roughed  up 
one  objector.  The  owners  of  the  motel  finally  were  able  to  enforce  their 
own  private  property  rights  and  force  the  USFS  to  leave. 

However,  they  returned  at  1:30  AM  and  again  at  2:00  AM  and  the  scene 
played  out  again. 

At  3:30  AM,  loggers  attacked  the  motel  and  got  into  a confrontation  with 
the  owners  and  guests  and  were  chased  off. 

At  7:30  AM  employees  of  Freres  Bros.  Logging  entered  the  motel  grounds  and 
began  video-taping  cars  and  people,  before  being  chased  off  by  the  owners. 

Currently,  USFS  law  enforcement  have  the  motel  staked  out  with  four 
vehicles  on  all  sides. 
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— "RE:  Big  Mountain  Elders  in  San  Francisco"  

Date:  Fri,  9 Aug  1996  17:30:11  -0600 

From:  aimca@igc.apc.org  (American  Indian  Movement) 

Sub j : BIG  MOUNTAIN  ELDERS  IN  S.F. 

For  Immediate  Release  August  9th,  1996 
Please  contact  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 
c/o  Bobby  Castillo,  American  Indian  Movement 
415/386-4373 

Dineh  (Navajo)  elders  and  youth,  traveling  from  Big  Mountain,  and 
throughout  the  Black  Mesa  region  of  the  Navajo  Nation  will  hold  a Prayer 
vigil  and  demonstration  beginning  8:30  am,  Wednesday,  August  14,  in  front 
of  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  Ninth  Circuit,  121  Spear  St.,  San 
Francisco.  At  12:00  noon,  a press  conference  and  demonstration  will  be 
held  at  450  Golden  Gate. 

Elders  and  youth  are  traveling  a distance  of  two  thousand  miles,  to  tell 
Ninth  circuit  Court  that  they  reject  the  proposed  Accommodation  Agreement, 
75-year  lease  being  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Flopi  and  the  U.S.  government. 

The  resisters  have  been  denied  legal  representation  throughout  the 
negotiations.  Attorney  Lee  Phillips,  who  is  paid  by  the  Navajo  Nation  to 
"represent  " the  families,  states  that  he  only  represents  the  people  that 
want  to  sign  the  Agreement,  which  has  been  rejected  by  ratios  of  250:1.  Fie 
has  also  refused  to  provide  any  information  regarding  the  final  Mediation 
hearing  in  San  Francisco  to  the  people  whose  lives  depend  on  its  results. 

Roberta  Blackgoat,  Chairperson  for  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  says,  "The 
Flopi  and  Dineh  people  do  not  have  a quarrel,  but  22  years  ago,  a group  of 
mining  and  power  companies  deceived  the  U.S.  government  into  thinking 
there  was  a 'range  war'  between  us  and  that  the  solution  was  to  evict 
everyone  who  lived  in  the  areas  which  they  wished  to  mine.  So  Congress 
intervened."  Since  1974,  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  has  been  spent 
on  Relocation  of  over  10,000  traditional  Dine'  from  their  ancestral 
homeland,  while  those  who  resist  have  been  denied  access  to  safe  drinking 
water,  home  improvement  and  construction,  even  in  cases  of  demonstrated 
medical  need. 

Recently  Dineh  resisters  won  a major  victory,  delaying  a vote  on  S.1973 
"The  Navajo-Flopi  Land  Dispute  Settlement  Act  of  1996"  one  day  before 
Congress  went  on  recess.  This  bill  if  passed  would  have  caused  the  104th 
Session  of  Congress  to  be  remembered  as  the  second  Session  of  Congress  to 
commit  a travesty  of  justice  against  the  Dine'  people.  What  the  Senate 
Select  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  has  called  a fair  hearing  for  them  is 
a hearing  at  a location  several  of  thousands  of  miles  from  where  they  live, 
for  which  they  were  given  less  than  five  days  notice. 

Behind  closed  doors  huddle  a group  of  people  interested  only  in  money. 
Outside  these  doors  stand  the  families  whose  ancestral  homes  will  become 
the  property  of  a hostile  government,  who  will  have  their  means  of 
survival  taken  away  by  grazing  restrictions  that  deny  then  the  minimum 
needed  to  support  themselves  in  the  traditional  way  that  their  families 
have  lived  for  hundreds  of  years,  and  who  will  subject  the  rule  of  a 
foreign  government  which  has  been  promised  $50.2  million  dollars  by  the 
US  government  under  the  Senate  bill  #1973,  if  it  can  force  the  people  into 
leaving  or  signing  an  Agreement  which  they  do  not  want. 

Now  is  the  time  for  the  people  to  be  heard.  And  now  is  the  time  for 
Fluman,  Civil,  Religious  and  Constitutional  rights  violations  perpetrated 
against  the  Dineh  to  stop.  Please  attend  this  prayer  vigil  and  press 
conference. 

PRAYER  CEREMONY 

121  spear  street 

8:30  A.M.  TO  9:30  A.M. 

PRESS  CONFERENCE 
450  GOLDEN  GATE  AVE 
U.S.  FEDERAL  BLDG 


12:00  NOON 


"RE ; Huron  Newsletter"  

Date:  Wed,  7 Aug  1996  13:59:53  -0400 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi.net> 

Subject:  HURON  NEWSLETTER  AUG  7,  1996  History  Dispersal 

UUCP  email 
Khwe  akwataru'. 

Often  history  written  by  the  European  invaders  was  written  to  a purpose. 
The  Jesuits  were,  for  instance  more  concerned  with  church  matters  concerning 
the  baptism  of  the  poor  heathens  they  were  sent  to  save  for  the  Mother 
Church.  Other  histories  glean  their  information  from  accounts  written  by 
explorers  who  more  often  than  not  were  lost  (at  least  initially). 

These  histories  are  often  used  for  political  ends  in  the  arena  of  land 
claims  by  our  First  Nation's  and  reburial  rights  of  remains  stored  in  the 
basements  of  museums  world  wide. 

An  understanding  of  our  common  heritage  provides  a basis  for  Unity  among 
our  people. 

The  following  piece  of  history  comes  from  the  traditional  Wolf  Clan  Chief 
of  the  Wendake  Longhouse  in  Wendake,  Quebec. 

-=-=-=->>>> 

The  peace  tree  was  planted  in  the  Haudenosaunee  land  by  the  peacemaker 
who  was  born  in  the  Huron  country  ( his  village  was  situated  north  of  Lake 
Ontario  ( Ontario  = great  lake  in  the  huron  language  ( yontario  ) ) . 

But,  I do  not  believe  that  this  great  message  was  used  against  the  other 
nations  to  destroy  them.  The  Huron  confederacy  was  very  strong  and 
there  were  a lot  of  people  who  formed  the  five  nations  of  this 
confederacy.  I do  not  think  that  any  first  nations'  war  was  used  to 
destroy  any  other  nations.  War  expeditions  among  our  people  were  more 
to  take  captives  and  increase  their  numbers. 

For  example,  we  had  the  most  pacifist  ( civilized)  way  to  resolve  any 
concerns  among  our  nations.  The  lacrosse  game  was  used  to  resolve 
problems  between  nations  ( which  was  a spiritual  game  as  well  ) . The 

war,  before  the  arrival  of  the  European  , was  not  to  kill  but  to  prove 
our  bravery  ( by  touching  the  enemy  ) and  to  adopt  prisoners  ( 
these>prisoners  sometimes  received  a high  position  in  the  nation  ).  When  the 
French  and  English  came,  they  brought  their  quarrels  to  this  country. 

They  tried  to  divide  the  first  nations  in  order  to  control  the  country.  The 
Huron  ( Wendat  ) met  the  French  at  the  mouth  of  the  St-Lawrence  river. 

A few  years  after  this,  small  pox  entirely  destroyed  the  villages. 

All  the  leaders  died  , the  people  were  disorganized.  The  Huron  accused 
the  Jesuits  of  having  brought  the  disease  among  them.  The  Huron  were 
divided.  The  non-christian  Huron  returned  with  the  Bear  clan  of  the 
Mohawk  and  the  Seneca  to  chase  away  the  Jesuits.  But  the  battle  was 
too  fierce  and  the  confederacy  collapsed.  Most  of  the  Hurons  were 
adopted  among  the  Iroquois.  The  entire  Deer  nation  went  with  the 
Seneca.  The  Rock  nation  went  with  the  Onondaga  and  later  with  the 
Mohawk.  The  Bear  nation  went  with  the  Mohawk.  The  Cord  decided  to 
stay  in  their  former  lands  by  Quebec  ( tekiatontarike  ) . 

So,  I do  not  think  that  the  Iroquois  destroyed  the  Wendat  Confederacy. 

The  Huron  confederacy  was  destroyed  by  the  disease  brought  by  the 
Europeans  and  by  their  new  ways.  ( It  is  too  bad  that  some  people  still 
carry  this  kind  of  theory) . 

Our  ancestors  had  no  reason  to  destroy  each  other.  We  all  had  nice 
territories,  plenty  of  animals,  fruits  trees  etc.  It  was  a paradise  before 
the  whites  came.  Any  way,  I think  I prefer  to  speak  about  peace  instead 
of  carry  on  things  which  was  written  only  by  the  white.  As  far  as  I am 
concerned  , my  people  live  in  peace  with  the  Haudenosaunee  and  other 
nation  since  very  far  back.  Our  wampum  belt  say  that  we,  the  Huron  and 
the  Iroquois  , have  to  live  together,  eat  from  the  same  spoon  and  hunt 
together . 

P.S..:  About  the  disease  spread  into  our  territories,  you  can  read  the 


book  of  George  Sioui  ( Huron  historian  P.H.D  ) His  book  explains  well  the 
ruin  the  disease  wrought  among  the  Huron  people. 

Giu  akwawenduton  ne  skennon. 

" lets  us  speak  about  peace  " 

Unenh  onhwa'  Awayaton 
" I have  spoken  " 

From:  Tarehtane  , wolf  clan  chief  of  the  wendat  longhouse.  (Wendake,  Quebec) 
Here  is  the  address  to  get  this  book:  ( around  20$)  -ENGLISH 
Society  Agondachia 
30  Sassennio 

Wendake  ( Huron  Village  ) 

GOA  4V0 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

Email  ishgooda@tdi.net  for  inclusion  in  the  Huron-Wendat  newsletter 
<http://www.berkshire.net/~mll/wendat.html>  and  to  register  for  updates  on 
the  proposed  gathering  in  1997!  Put  "Huron"  as  your  subject  in  the  e-mail. 

Archives  < http://apocalypse.berkshire.net/~mll/archind.htm> 

Drawn  & Quoted  Graphics  < http://www.berkshire.net/~mll/natgra.html> 
Tsonkwadiyonrat  (Now  we  are  ONE  Mind) 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

"RE : Sculptress  Forces  Work  on  Lakota"  

Date:  Thu,  08  Aug  1996  11:36:44  -0500 
From:  Wanbli  Sapa  <icabu@ix.netcom.com> 

Sub j : white  sculpteress  forces  her  work  on  the  Lakota 

UUCP  email 
Hau  Mitakolapi! 

First,  let  me  warn  you  - I am  angry,  and  my  words  below  will  reflect  this. 
Many  of  you  may  be  aware  that  Frances  lansen  scultped  something  that  she 
claims  she  was  spiritually  prompted  to  carve  and  that  she  wanted  to  place 
this  thing  at  Wounded  Knee.  We  objected  to  her  plans  to  "gift"  the  Lakota 
Nation  with  this  sculpture.  [If  you  are  not  aware  of  this  issue,  see  the 
Wounded  Knee  web  page  for  background.] 

According  to  Kinyan  Cu,  a traditional  elder  and  a member  of  the  Bigfoot 
Claims  Council,  Ms.  lansen  decided  that  she  did  not  want  to  keep  the 
sculpture  anymore,  and  even  though  we  had  clearly  told  her  we  DO  NOT  WANT 
IT,  she  demanded  that  we  accept  its  delivery  on  August  1.  We  again  told 
her  we  DID  NOT  WANT  IT.  An  injunction  against  its  placement  at  Wounded  Knee 

was  gained,  which  she  was  notified  of,  however,  she  insisted  on  delivering 

it  on  August  1.  Apparently,  a financial  incentive  was  offered  to  someone  on 
the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation,  who  agreed  to  accept  delivery  of  the  statue 
and  have  it  placed  in  front  of  the  Culture  Center  on  the  rez.  We  don't  want 
it  there,  either,  or  anywhere.  Let  Ms.  lansen  keep  this  thing. 

Will  these  people  who  think  they  can  force  things  down  our  throats  never 

stop?  This  is  the  same  as  dumping  any  other  junk  on  the  rez  so  others  not 

of  the  Red  Nation  don't  have  to  look  at  it,  calling  it  a "gift".  Will 
people  who  think  they  have  the  right  to  appropriate  our  sacred  things,  our 
beloved  leaders,  ever  learn  that  when  they  do  so,  they  create  crimes  against 
us?  This  is  just  like  Congress  legislating  us  to  accept  money  from  the 
theft  of  our  homelands  and  our  Black  Hills  so  as  to  ease  their  guilty 
consciences  (like  HR  3595).  We  don't  want  the  junk,  we  don't  want  the 
statue,  we  don't  want  the  money. 

If  anyone  has  the  address  of  Frances,  feel  free  to  write  her  and  tell  her 
how  offensive  this  "gift"  is.  According  to  the  article  about  the  statue  on 
the  Wounded  Knee  page,  the  sculptress  can  be  reached  via  (805)  643-1798. 

Pilamaya  yelo  tanka  (much  thanks)  for  listening  to  my  anger  and  any  help  you 
might  want  to  give  in  this  situation. 


Mitakuye  Oyasin! 


Wanbli  Sapa  (Black  Eagle) 

(Lakota  Ikche  Wichasha) 

One  Earth,  One  Life  Endeavors 
icabu@ix . net com . com 

>x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x<  >x< 

When  you  took  away  our  good  health  and  gave  us  diseases,  somehow  we  lived  on 
When  you  took  the  land  that  Creator  had  placed  us  on,  somehow  we  survived. 
And  when  you  took  our  languages,  our  cultures,  our  medicines,  our  ways,  all 
those  things  that  made  us  who  we  were,  our  spirits  still  lived. 

But  when  you  took  our  children,  you  took  our  hearts,  our  dreams,  and  we  died 
But  we  shall  live  again. 

We  SHALL  live  again. 

-Sunkmanitu  Tanka  Olowan  (Wolf  Song),  with  pride,  my  Dad 
NOTE:  write  to  me  for  information  on  purchasing  Dad's  cassette,  with  this 
song  on  it. 
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http : //www. pobox . com/~jsd/WKmasscre . html 
Wounded  Knee  Web  Page 

(compliments  of  the  First  Nations/First  People  Web  Page) 
First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  (4  Star  Magellan  site) 
http://www.pobox.com/~jsd/firstnations .html 

"RE : History  of  RBCs  in  Chippewa  Tribe"  

Date:  Fri,  9 Aug  1996  23:38:53  -0500 

From:  feather  eaglerock  <eaglerok@northernnet . com> 

Sub j : History  of  RBCs  in  Minn.  Chippewa  Tribe 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml.spcs.umn.edu> 

MCT  Constitution  has  been  violated  for  years 

The  five-person  Reservation  Business  Committee  as  we  know  it  today  does 
not  work  for  the  people. 

When  this  RBC  was  set  in  place  in  1964,  it  was  a committee  to  run 
programs  (at  the  time  it  was  called  Community  Action  Program,  CAP),  and 
also  this  RBC  set  in  place  the  housing  program,  etc.  These  programs  and 
services  were  meant  for  the  people  and  were  funded  on  the  basis  of  treaty 
obligations,  not  federal  welfare. 

This  RBC  seemed  to  be  working  at  the  time.  Dobs  were  being  developed, 
programs  established,  and  we  even  had  a youth  center  and  youth  work 
programs  back  then. 

In  1972,  however,  things  changed.  This  Leech  Lake  RBC  went  beyond  the 
authority  of  the  constitution  and  bylaws  of  the  MCT  and  sold  the  inherent 
rights  of  the  people--rights  guaranteed  by  treaty--to  the  state  of 
Minnesota  without  the  consent  of  the  people.  This  was  the  hunting  and 
fishing  agreement,  the  beginning  of  many  illegal  pacts  with  the  state. 

Now  we  have  a Tribal  Executive  Committee  (TEC)  which  is  supposedly 
protecting  the  rights  and  resources  of  all  six  member  reservations  of  our 
Tribe,  but  which  failed  to  take  any  action  against  TEC  members  after  the 
felony  convictions.  The  reason  for  their  inaction  is  that  the  RBC  and  TEC 
are  virtually  one  and  the  same;  over  the  years,  they  have  refused  to  take 
actions  against  themselves  in  any  manner. 

After  the  first  illegal  sale  of  our  inherent  rights,  an  amendment  to  the 
Tribal  constitution  was  proposed,  the  people  were  asked  to  lower  the 
voting  age  from  21  to  18,  but  we  were  tricked  because  the  wording  "on  the 
reservation  of  your  enrollment"  was  added.  Before  this  vote,  all  tribal 
members  had  the  same  tribal  rights  no  matter  which  reservation  they 
resided  one.  This  trick  not  only  violated  our  inherent  and  constitutional 
rights,  but  also  created  the  absentee  voting  scam  which  allowed  whomever 
was  in  control  of  reservation  and  tribal  affairs,  to  remain  there.  Since 
then,  more  agreements  dealing  away  our  inherent  rights  have  been  made, 
such  as  the  tax  agreement,  the  White  Earth  Land  Settlement  Act,  the  gaming 
compact  with  the  state.  And  now  our  inherent  rights  to  regulate  ourselves 
and  our  affairs  and  to  form  our  own  government  was  denied. 

When,  in  the  past  25  years,  has  the  tribal  membership  amended  its 


constitution  to  give  the  TEC/RBC  full  governmental  powers?  We  authorized 
them  to  manage  and  safeguard  our  rights  and  resources,  not  sell  our 
inherent  rights.  The  people  have  never  authorized  the  TEC  to  interpret 
the  constitution  (TEC  Ord  1-80).  The  people  never  authorized  anything  but 
Business  Committees.  The  people  never  voted  to  authorize  a tribal 
appellate  court.  All  these  acts  bye  these  six  RBCs  and  the  TEC  are 
violation  of  the  constitution. 

Now,  with  the  felony  conviction  RBC/TEC  officials,  tribal  members  are 
asking  government  reform  to  do  away  with  this  system  of  government  as  we 
know  it.  On  Leech  Lake,  actions  have  been  taken  to  remove  the  RBC  and  set 
in  place  a 12-person  General  Council  comprised  of  person  elected  at  the 
community  or  Local  Indian  council  level.  This  is  a good  start  and  should 
be  watched  by  tribal  members  of  all  six  reservations.  It  should  also  be 
noted  this  is  a temporary  arrangement  until  we  get  people  to  realize  that 
they  have  an  inherent  right  and  responsibility  to  be  informed  and  involved 
in  straightening  our  tribal  government. 

Now,  the  problem  we  have  is  the  TEC  and  BIA  saying  the  Leech  Lake 
Reservation  people  are  not  following  the  MCT  Constitution!  How  can  we 
when  the  TEC/RBC  has  stripped  tribal  members  of  all  rights,  amended  the 
constitution  themselves,  and  have  been  acting  beyond  the  scope  of 
authority  that  the  constitution  authorizes,  all  with  the  blessing  of  the 
BIA? 

The  people  need  to  get  together  to  straighten  out  tribal  government  on 
six  reservations,  throughout  the  Tribe.  This  TEC  needs  to  be  put  in  its 
proper  place.  If  we  must  have  an  RBC,  then  they  should  be  limited  to  just 
that . 

There  is  a lot  of  work  to  be  done,  and  it  can  only  happen  with  people's 
involvement.  We,  the  people,  must  form  our  own  government  and  stop 
allowing  the  present  corrupt  system.  It  will  be  hard  for  some  who  have 
become  used  to  this  form  of  dictatorship,  and  for  those  who  have 
benefited  from  it,  but  the  majority  of  tribal  members  are  left  out.  And 
remember,  the  U.S.  government  has  a trust  responsibility,  not  to  the 
-TEC/RBC,  but  the  Tribe  itself!  They  are  allowing  their  own  federal  laws 
to  be  violated,  as  long  as  the  people  are  the  victims. 

Roxanne  LaRose 
Leech  Lake  Anishnaabe 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : Publication  Announcement"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Aug  1996  01:45:12  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Michael  <idoy@crux3 . cit . Cornell . edu> 

Sub j : Publication  announcement  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 

From:  clarity@islandnet.com 
Subject:  Publication  announcement 

Clarity  Press,  Inc.  is  pleased  to  announce  its  publication  of  AMERICAN 
INDIANS:  STEREOTYPES  & REALITIES  by  Devon  A.  Mihesuah,  Associate  Prof,  of 
American  Indian  History  at  Northern  Arizona  Univ.  and  member  of  the 
Choctaw  Nation.  We  would  like  to  send  an  announcement  on  this  publication 
to  your  list,  and  are  writing  to  request  permission  and  advice  as  to  how 
to  proceed.  An  extended  write-up  on  the  book  can  be  seen  at  our  web  site 
at  www. bookmasters . com/clarity . html . 

Looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 

Diana  G.  Collier 
Editor 


RE:  NA  Filmmaker  Seeks  Assistance 


Date:  8 Aug  1996  22:35:04  GMT 

From:  crossing@sedona.net  (Sandra  Cosentino) 

Sub j : Native  American  Filmmaker  Seeks  Assistance 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 
To  Whom  It  May  Concern, 

Is  there  anyone  out  there  reading  this  news  group  with  an  interest  in 
Native  American  film  projects? 

Skyhorse  Productions  is  a 100%  Native  American  Film  company  based  in 
Chinle,  Arizona.  We're  looking  for  investors  who  are  willing  to  invest  in 
documentary  and  feature  film  projects. 

DOCUMENTARY  FEATURE  ON  CANYON  DE  CHELLY 

In  our  new  documentary  "Canyon  de  Chelly,  Through  Navajo  Eyes,"  we're 
trying  to  tell  our  side  of  the  story  through  word  of  mouth  knowledge  and 
through  documents  from  various  Spanish,  Mexican  and  American  military 
expeditions  into  Navajoland. 

"Canyon  De  Chelly,  Through  Navajo  Eyes"  is  a very  unique  and  special  film 
project  utilizing  the  Spanish,  Hopi,  and  Navajo  language.  It  covers  the 
Navajo  creation  story  through  the  various  worlds  we  have  travelled 
through . 

We  have  1/3  of  the  film  production  funding  in  place.  And  1/2  of 
Post-Production  funding.  We're  seeking  an  additional  $15,000  for 
Production  and  Post-Production  costs.  We  start  shooting  on  September  14, 

1996  for  12  shooting  days. 

We  are  also  seeking  a distribution  deal  for  home  release,  mail  order,  and 
national  park  services  distribution  (S.P.M.A.). 

FEATURE  FILMS 

1.  "Left  In  The  Sun"  is  a travelling  film  with  four  young  Navajo 
teenagers  (2  males  & 2 females)  who  travel  from  Page  to  Tuba  City, 

Hopiland,  Canyon  de  Chelly  and  to  the  Navajo  Nation  Fair  located  in  Window 
Rock,  Arizona. 

Topic  ranges  for  "Left  In  The  Sun"  ranges  from  Tony  Hillerman,  the 
Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute,  gangs,  the  American  Indian  Movement,  etc. 

This  35mm  film  project  will  be  directed  by  Leon  Skyhorse  Thomas.  It  is 
budgeted  at  $1.5  mil. 

We  have  secured  90%  of  the  traditional  and  contemporary  Native  American 
recording  artists  for  the  soundtrack  to  this  unique  and  special  film 
project . 

"Left  In  The  Sun  is  an  excellent  Low-Budget  film  project  with  all  the 
strings  attached  (you  name  it/comedy,  tight  clothes,  humor,  etc. /smile). 

2.  "NANABAH"  derives  from  the  Navajos  Long  Walk  of  1868.  It's  a big  film, 
35  speaking  roles,  one  thousands  extras,  big  scenes  (Ft.  Defiance,  Ft. 
Sumner,  Santa  Fe  military  headquarters,  Mexican  slave  camp.  Plains  Indian 
raids,  and  Canyon  de  Chelly). 

3.  Screenplay  number  three  is  titled,  "Burial  Ground".  I have  a 
Co-Production  deal  signed  with  Bright  Star  Pictures  of  Los  Angeles, 
California.  It  is  budgeted  at  $10  mil.  Excellent  script.  The  Fifth  World 
will  never  be  the  same.  Give  us  a call. 

I can't  tell  you  how  much  these  film  projects  mean  to  me  and  the 
Indigenous  people. 

Please  give  me  a call  if  you  would  like  to  be  part  of  this: 

SKYHORSE  PRODUCTIONS 
C/0:  Leon  Skyhorse  Thomas 
P.O.  Box  976 
Chinle,  Arizona  86503 

Tele:  (520)  674-5433/1044  Fax:  (520)  674-9618 
Thank  you.  Your  time  and  attention  is  greatly  appreciated. 

follow-up  

Date:  Thu,  8 Aug  1996  22:52:35  -0700  (MST) 

From:  crossing@sedona.net  (Sandra  Cosentino) 


UUCP  email 


Mr.  Gary  Smith, 

I'm  travelling  right  now  and  enjoying  Sedona,  Arizona.  I've  completed  25 
documentaries  and  3 feature  films  (18  documentaries  as  a camera  operator 
and  7 shows  as  an  actor) . I am  currently  seeking  funding  for  the  following 
projects : 

DOCUMENTARY  FEATURE 

1.  "Canyon  De  Chelly,  Through  Navajo  Eyes"  is  a special  and  unique  project 
with  various  re-enactments  of  Spanish,  Mexican,  and  American  military 
expedition  in  to  Navajoland. 

There  is  over  2,700  archaeological  sites  with  Canyon  de  Chelly  National 
Monument.  The  Anasazi,  Hopi,  and  Navajo  people  have  occupied  the  canyon 
since  300  AD.  We  are  also  going  to  cover  the  archaeological  sites  within 
the  national  monument. 

We  are  currently  seeking  an  additional  $15,000  for  production  and 
post-production  costs.  Shooting  starts  September  14,  1996. 

FEATURE  FILMS 

1.  "NANABAFI"  (One  Who  Came  Back  From  War)  is  a feature  film  with  35 
speaking  roles  and  a thousand  extras  of  indigenous,  Mexican,  and  American 
nationalities  willing  to  sacrifice  their  time  for  a good  cause.  We  have 
Plains  Indians  attacks,  forced  baptisms  of  Navajos,  black  slavery  in  the 
southwest,  the  Long  Walk,  etc  (big  picture). 

"NANABAFI"  is  budgeted  at  $15  mil.  (Oscar  potential)! 

2.  "Left  In  The  Sun"  is  budget  at  $1.5  mil  utilizing  young  Navajo  actors 
and  actresses  who  travel  to  the  Navajo  Nation  Fair  in  Window  Rock,  Arizona. 

They  encounter  gangs,  traditional  Flopi  views  on  the  Land  Dispute,  the 
creator,  etc.  This  film  project  will  be  directed  by  myself,  Leon  Skyhorse 
Thomas . 

3.  "Burial  Ground"  is  a Co-Production  deal  with  Bright  Star  Pictures  of  Los 
Angeles,  California.  The  film  opens  with  Vasquez  de  Coronado  entering 

Zuni,  New  Mexico  in  1540  AD.  The  "battle  of  Flawikaw",  leaves  a medicine  man 
and  a few  of  his  warriors  massacred  in  the  village. 

A few  centuries  later,  archaeologists  discover  the  remains  buried  on  Corn 
Mountain  and  excavate  a mummified  body.  The  rest  of  the  story  involves 
witchcraft,  human  shape  shifting,  etc.  (great  project)! 

This  film  project  is  budgeted  at  $10  mil. 

Skyhorse  Productions  is  constantly  seeking  interested  individuals  and 
investors  to  promote,  produce,  and  distribute  the  American  Indian  dream  of 
reality. 

Please  print  and  promote  our  film  projects  in  your  newsletter.  I can  be 
reached  at  (520)  674-5433/1044. 

As  always,  your  time  and  attention  is  greatly  appreciated.  Thanks  for  your 
response.  Please  leave  phone  number  on  my  answering  machine.  Bye. 

Leon  Skyhorse  Thomas 

Sandra  Cosentino 
Owner-Operator 
Crossing  Worlds  Journeys 

+++Authentic  Experiences  of  Southwest  Ancient  Cultures  & 

Off-The  Beaten-Path  Spectacular  Lands*** 
http : //www. sedona . net/fun/crossingworlds 
P.0.  Box  623 
Sedona,  AZ  86639 
520/282-7148 

"RE : Indian  Language  Classes  Approved"  — - 

Date:  Mon,  12  Aug  1996  14:22:32  -0700 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : OK  High  School  Approves  Indian  Language  Classes 


UUCP  email 


To  all. 


Tulsa,  OK  (AP) 

Sapulpa  High  School's  school  board  has  voted  to  approve  Creek  and 
Cherokee  language  classes  for  their  school  district. 

School  Superintendent  Charles  Dotson  said,  "Our  objective  obviously 
is  to  have  a rich  variety  of  academic  programs  for  our  students,  but 
you  also  have  to  look  at  cultural  needs.  ...  With  12%  of  our  students 
Native  Americans  we  feel  this  meets  some  of  those  needs." 

The  district  surveyed  185  upper  division  high  school  Indian 
students  last  fall.  When  asked  if  they  would  be  interested  in 
enrolling  in  an  Indian  language  class,  86%  responded  yes. 

The  search  is  beginning  for  instructors  to  teach  Creek  and  Cherokee 
Language  classes.  The  curriculum  will  be  created  in  conjunction  with 
the  tribes.  The  school  district  will  offer  the  classes  first  to 
Indian  students  and  any  remaining  openings  will  be  filled  by 
non-Indian  students. 

Laura  Hurd,  the  director  for  Indian  Education  in  Sapulpa 's  schools 
said,  "In  a lot  of  homes  their  native  language  has  been  lost."  "We're 
trying  to  get  them  back  in  touch  with  their  native  language." 

Several  Oklahoma  school  districts  offer  classes  in  American  Indian 
languages.  The  state  Dept,  of  Education  says  these  Indian  language 
classes  will  meet  the  high  school  foreign  language  requirements. 

lohn  Berry 

- "RE:  Cherokee  Elders  Council  Revived"  

Date:  Mon,  12  Aug  1996  14:09:27  -0700 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (lohn  Berry) 

Sub j : Cherokee  Elders  Council  Revived 

UUCP  email 
To  all. 


Pryor,  OK  (AP) 

In  Duly  of  1996,  an  independent  council  and  tribal  tradition  which 
has  not  been  seen  for  150  years  has  been  re-newed. 

More  than  100  people  have  signed  the  council's  declaration  of 
consensus,  which,  in  part  states;  "we  declare  our  support  for  the 
office  of  the  Principal  Chief  and  other  elected  officials  of  our 
Nation.",  Marv  Selken  the  council's  press  liaison  says. 

He  said  the  elders  want  to  pursue  an  outside  audit  of  Cherokee 
funds,  monitor  the  progress  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  and  look 
at  revision  of  the  election  laws  and  have  been  encouraged  by  Cherokee 
Nation  officials. 

The  Elders  Council  plan  to  build  a council  house  using  donated 
money  and  hope  to  provide  a voice  for  fragmented  Cherokee  groups  and 
seek  consensus  for  recommendations. 

Marv  said,  "If  all  your  members  are  55  and  older  ...  you'd  think 
there 'd  be  an  extreme  amount  of  influence.  ...  We  hope  that  the 
younger  people  would  accept  that." 

lohn  Berry 


"RE : Legend:  Why  the  Owl  has  Big  Eyes 

Date:  Sun,  4 Feb  1996  00:09:26  -0500 

From:  Ondamitag@aol.com 

Sub j : Legend:  Why  the  Owl  has  Big  Eyes 

Chautauqua  Newsletter<Ondamitag@aol . com> 

Booshoo  Niigii, 

Here  is  another  day's  Native  Literature 


Negugj 

Timm 

Ondamitagos 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Why  The  Owl  Has  Big  Eyes 
- An  Iroquois  Tale 

Raweno,  the  Everything-Maker,  was  busy  creating  various  animals.  He  was 
working  on  Rabbit  and  Rabbit  was  saying:  "I  want  nice  long  legs  and  long  ears 

like  a deer,  and  sharp  fangs  and  claws  like  a panther." 

"I  do  them  up  the  way  they  want  to  be;  I give  them  what  they  ask  for/' 
said  Raweno.  He  was  working  on  Rabbit's  hind  legs,  making  them  long,  the  way 
Rabbit  had  ordered. 

Owl,  still  unformed,  was  sitting  on  a tree  nearby  and  waiting  his  turn. 

He  was  saying  "Whoo,  whoo,  I want  a nice  long  neck  like  Swan's  and  beautiful 
red  feathers  like  Cardinal's,  and  a nice  long  beak  like  Egret's  , and  a nice 
crown  of  plumes,  like  Heron's.  I want  you  to  make  me  into  the  most 
beautiful,  the  fastest,  the  most  wonderful  of  all  the  birds." 

Raweno  said:  "Be  quiet.  Turn  around  and  look  in  the  other  direction. 

Even  better,  close  your  eyes.  Don't  you  know  that  no  one  is  allowed  to 

watch  me  work?"  Raweno  was  just  then  making  Rabbit's  ears  very  long,  the  way 

Rabbit  wanted  them. 

Owl  refused  to  do  what  Raweno  said.  "Whoo,  whoo,"  he  replied,  "nobody 
can  forbid  me  to  watch.  Nobody  can  order  me  to  close  my  eyes.  I like 
watching  you  and  I will." 

The  Raweno  became  angry.  He  grabbed  Owl,  pulling  him  down  from  his 
branch,  stuffing  his  head  deep  into  his  body,  shaking  him  until  his  eyes  grew 
big  with  fright,  pulling  at  his  ears  until  they  were  sticking  up  at  both 
sides  of  his  head. 

"There,"  said  Raweno,  "that'll  teach  you.  Now  you  won't  be  able  to 
crane  your  neck  to  watch  things  you  shouldn't  watch.  Now  you  have  big  ears 
to  listen  when  someone  tells  you  what  not  to  do.  Now  you  have  big  eyes  — but 
not  so  big  that  you  can  watch  me,  because  you'll  be  awake  only  at  night,  and 
I work  by  day.  And  your  feathers  won't  be  red  like  Cardinal's,  but  gray  like 
this. "--and  Raweno  rubbed  Owl  all  over  with  mud--"as  punishment  for  your 
disobedience."  So  Owl  flew  off,  pouting:  "Whoo,  whoo,  whoo." 

Then  Raweno  turned  back  to  finish  Rabbit,  but  Rabbit  had  been  so 
terrified  by  Raweno 's  anger,  even  though  it  was  not  directed  at  him,  that  he 
ran  off  half  done.  As  a consequence,  only  Rabbit's  hind  legs  are  long,  and 
he  has  to  hop  about  instead  of  walking  and  running.  Also,  because  he  took 
fright  then.  Rabbit  has  remained  afraid  of  most  everything,  and  he  never  got 
the  claws  and  fangs  he  asked  for  in  order  to  defend  himself.  Had  he  not  ran 
away.  Rabbit  would  have  been  an  altogether  different  animal. 

As  for  Owl,  he  remained  as  Raweno  had  shaped  him  in  anger--with  big 
eyes,  a short  neck,  and  ears  sticking  up  on  the  sides  of  his  head.  On  top  of 
everything,  he  has  to  sleep  during  the  day  and  come  out  only  at  night. 

"RE : Poem:  A Place  in  the  Sky"  

Date:  Fri,  5 Dul  96  11:17  PDT 

From:  turtle@aicap.s21.com  (Turtle  Heart) 

Sub j : A Place  in  the  sky 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

there  is  a place  in  the  sky 
a place  that  is  there 
where  the  sun  will  pass 
i have  found  myself  there  at  that  time 
finding  myself  right  in  that  place 
where  i pour  water  upon  the  old  stone 
in  that  place  where  i am  singing 
my  skin  feels  like  it  is  home 


(tobacco  indian) 


copyright  1996  (c)AICAP 


copyright  1996  AICAP 
Moon  Dreaming  Thunder 
PO  Box  111  / 315  Broadway 

Johannesburg  CA  93528 
619-374-2208 

Land  of  Kaw-ii-su  Ancestor  / Land  of  Light 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/08/06  23:55 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  August  18-24 

AUKAKE 

(August) 

(Mahoe-mua) 

18 

Arise  with  joy  to  greet  the  day! 

19 

Accept  what  cannot  be  easily  explained. 

20 

Sculpting  molten  lava  is  an  act  of  devotion  only  a few  artists  can  perform. 

21 

Nature  can  provide  healing  for  many  ills. 

22 

Deep  forest  of  the  ancient  days  --  sustain  my  spirit. 

23 

There  are  many  diverse  traditions  in  this  land. 

24 

My  dreams  are  shaped  in  the  ever-changing  clouds. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

- "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  15  August  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  12  Aug  1996  21:16:13  -0400 

From:  teixeira@ccnet.com  (T  E I X E I R A) 

Sub j : Calif. Indian  Storytelling  Festival(NativeAmerican) 

Feel  free  to  repost: 

THE  WORLD  IN  STORY:  THE  2ND  ANNUAL  CALIFORNIA 
INDIAN  STORYTELLING  FESTIVAL 
August  17,  1996 
Costanoan  Indian  Research 
Indian  Canyon 
P.O.  Box  28 

Hollister,  CA  95024-0028 
(408)  637-4238 

On  Saturday,  August  17,  1996  Costanoan  Indian  Research  presents 
--  The  World  in  Story:  The  2nd  Annual  California  Indian  Storytelling 


Festival,  an  all  day  gathering  of  traditional  California  Indian 
storytellers  at  Indian  Canyon,  10  miles  southeast  of  Hollister  in 
San  Benito  County.  Indian  Canyon  is  the  traditional  land  of  the 
Indian  Canyon  Nation  of  Mutsun/Costanoan/Ohlone  people.  The  World  in 
Story  is  a Native  American  event  organized  by  Native  Americans  as  a 
means  to  preserve  and  pass  on  tribal  stories  to  Native  people  and  as 
a way  to  demonstrate  the  liveliness  and  vitality  of  California  Indian 
culture  to  the  general  public.  All  are  welcome  to  attend,  however, 
due  to  the  environmental  impact  on  the  Canyon,  registration  is  limited. 
Registration  for  The  World  in  Story  is  $20.00  for  adults,  $5.00  for 
children  15  years  and  under.  Full  or  partial  scholarships  are  available 
for  Native  California  Indian  people,  but  prior  registration  is 
necessary.  For  information  see  The  World  in  Story  web  page 
(http://www.ucsc.edu/costano/storyl.html)  or  contact: 

Lauren  Teixeira 

World  in  Story  Coordinator 

E-mail:  teixeira@ccnet.com 


Date:  13  Aug  1996  00:07:42  -0400 
From:  rbeaul5961@aol.com  (RBeaul5961) 

Sub  j : POW  WOW  - UPSTATE  NY-  Sept.  14-15,  96 

Keepers  of  the  Circle  - 5th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
September  14-15,  1996 
Schenectady  County  Airport  Grounds 
Gates  open  at  10:00  am  - Dusk 
Grand  Entry  12  Noon  each  day 
Native  American  Traders  Only 
Host  Drum:  Mazipskwik 
Other  guest  drums  invited 
Traders  $75/Food  Vendors  $150/wkend 
For  more  information  Email:  rbeaul5961@aol.com 


Date:  Mon,  12  Aug  1996  17:07:22  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Eric  Gary  Anderson  <andersn@osuunx.ucc.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : Call  for  Abstracts:  SW  PCA/ACA 

A friendly  reminder!  Again,  my  apologies  for  any  cross-posting 
you  might  encounter.  Hope  to  see  y'all  in  San  Antone. 

Eric 

andersn@osuunx. ucc . okstate.edu 

CALL  FOR  PAPERS 
18th  Annual  Conference: 

Southwest/Texas  Popular  Culture  Association 
and  American  Culture  Association 
Marriott  River  Center  Hotel 
SAN  ANTONIO 
March  26-29,  1997 
NATIVE  AMERICAN  STUDIES 

Proposals  should  focus  primarily  on  Native  cultures  of  the  American 
Southwest,  broadly  defined.  Otherwise,  the  topic  is  open.  We 
welcome  proposals  from  a variety  of  disciplines,  and  we  especially 
welcome  the  participation  of  American  Indian  scholars  and  writers. 
Area  co-chairs  for  Native  American  Studies  are  Eric  Gary  Anderson 
(English,  Oklahoma  St  te  U)  and  Michael  Riley  (Anthro@ology) . 

Send  250-word  abstracts  to: 

Eric  Gary  Anderson 
Department  of  English 
Oklahoma  State  University 
205  Morrill  Hall 
Stillwater,  OK  74078-4069 
FAX:  (405)  744-6326 


Internet : andersn@osuunx.ucc.okstate.edu 
DEADLINE:  SEPTEMBER  15,  1996 

The  national  meeting  of  the  Popular  Culture  Association  and  American 
Culture  Association  will  be  held  concurrently  with  the  regional 
Southwest/Texas  meeting.  To  present  at  the  regional  meeting,  you  must 
be  a member  of  the  national  OCA  or  ACA.  For  membership  information 
and  other  data  on  PCA/ACA,  please  check  out  our  web  page: 
http : //h-net .msu . edu/~pcaaca/ 


From  _The  Spike 


Aug  16-18  St.  Croix  Wild  Rice  Powwow,  Danbury,  WI 
Info:  1-715-349-2195,  ext  251  or  1-800-846-8946 

Aug  16-18  Shakopee  Mdewakanton  SiouxNCommunity  Powwo  , Prior  Lake,  MN 
Info:  1-612-445-8900 


Aug  16-18 
Info: 


Quinnehtukqut  Rendezvous  and  Native  American  Festival 

Fladdam,  CT 

1-203-282-1404 


Aug  17-18  4th  Annual  Festival  of  the  Andes,  Byram  Township,  NI 
Info:  1-201-347-0900 


Aug  17-18  Summer  Powwow  and  Tipi  Gathering  on  Rt.  2,  East 
Montpelier,  VT 


Info: 

Aug  17-18 
Info: 

Aug  18 
Info: 

Aug  17-18 
Info: 


1-802-229-0601 

14th  Annual  Powwow  at  Boone  County,  Lebanon,  IN 
1-317-482-3315 

Intertribal  Powwow,  Ashland,  Mass. 

1-617-884-4227 

8th  Annual  Nansemond  Indian  Festival,  Chuckatuck,  VA 
1-804-393-1637 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Loretta  Callahan  via  Leo  T.  Chavez,  Dr.,  A.I.M.  (American  Indian  Movement), 
Turtle  Heart(Healing  the  Sacred  Hoop  with  Song  Poems),  John  Berry,  Ishgooda, 
Janet  Smith,  Sandra  Cosentino,  Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr.,  Bernadette  Chato, 

Roxanne  LaRose  via  Feather  Eaglerock,  Native  Forest  Network-ENA,  Larry  Innes, 
Debra  Sanders,  John  Burrows(Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies), 

Wanbli  Sapa,  Diana  G.  Collier  via  Michael 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Mining  Companies  Not  Respecting  Resources" 

Date:  Fri,  9 Aug  1996  18:04:21  -0300 
From:  es051322@orion .yorku . ca  (Larry  Innes) 

Sub j : mining  companies  fail  to  respect  historic  resources 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  8 August  1996 

"Mining  Companies  Not  Respecting  Historic  Resources"  --  Innu  Nation 

St. John's,  NFLD.  "Too  many  mineral  exploration  companies  in  Labrador  are 
continuing  to  ignore  requirements  to  do  archaeological  surveys  before 


setting  up  camps  on  drilling  operations/'  said  anthropologist  Peter 
Armitage,  a consultant  to  the  Innu  Nation,  during  a news  conference  in 
St. John's,  Newfoundland,  today. 

Of  the  42  base  camps  established  during  1995-1996,  25  were  not  surveyed 
for  historic  resources.  91  fly  camps  were  also  established,  but  none  were 
surveyed  for  historic  resources. 

Armitage  presented  a video  tape  taken  on  31  Duly  1996  by  Innu  Nation 
observer,  Rina  MacKillop.  The  tape  presented  striking  evidence  of  how 
exploration  camps  are  being  established  in  good  areas  for  historic 
resources.  Three  of  the  camps  - Absolut  Resources,  Coast  Mountain 
Geological,  and  International  Canalaska  - were  set  up  without 
archaeological  screening,  while  a fourth  camp,  set  up  by  MPH,  was 
screened . 

Armitage  identified  10  mineral  exploration  companies  that  are  the  worst 
offenders  because  they  have  not  conducted  archaeological  surveys  of  either 
their  camps  or  drill  sites. 

Armitage  said,  "The  Innu  Nation  wants  the  Newfoundland  government  to 
explain  to  the  Aboriginal  people  of  Labrador  why  so  many  exploration 
companies  are  getting  away  without  having  to  do  archaeological  surveys. 

It's  simply  a disgrace  that  surveys  are  not  being  done.  These  companies 
have  been  advised  directly  by  the  Innu  Nation  and  yet  they  seem  to  be 
thumbing  their  noses  at  the  Innu  and  the  law." 

Armitage  pointed  out  that  "One  company.  Coast  Mountain  Geological,  was  sent 
a letter  by  the  Innu  Nation  on  4 August  1995  explaining  why  its  proposed 
Trout  Pond  site  had  to  be  surveyed  for  historic  resources.  Trout  Pond  is 
just  west  of  Voisey's  Bay.  Historically,  Innu  people  have  made  frequent 
use  of  this  area.  However,  Coast  Mountain  Geological  ignored  the  Innu 
Nation  and  set  up  its  base  camp  without  an  archaeological  screening.  The 
camp  was  set  up  virtually  on  top  of  an  historic  Innu  camp"  (shown  in  the 
video  tape  at  the  news  conference). 

Armitage  concluded  by  saying  that  "the  Innu  Nation  is  demanding  that  the 
Newfoundland  government  take  immediate  action  to  force  the  mineral 
exploration  companies  to  do  archaeological  surveys  of  base  camps,  fly 
camps,  drilling  sites,  trenching  operations,  and  any  other  activity  that 
endangers  historic  resources.  The  Innu  Nation  believes  that  doing  these 
surveys  constitutes  the  minimum  level  of  respect  for  the  Innu  people,  their 
history  and  their  culture." 

Dr.  Ralph  Pastore,  an  archaeologist  at  Memorial  University,  attended  the 
news  conference  on  behalf  of  the  Canadian  Archaeological  Association  to 
express  concern  about  the  ongoing  lack  of  archaeological  assessment  of 
mineral  exploration  work  in  Labrador. 

According  to  Pastore,  "By  definition,  mineral  exploration  camps  may  occur 
in  the  same  spots  as  precontact  Aboriginal  sites.  The  fragile  ground  cover 
of  Labrador  is  easily  disturbed  by  the  erection  of  shelters,  digging 
latrines  and  garbage  pits,  ATV  traffic,  and  even  foot  traffic.  There's  also 
the  danger  of  transient  personnel  collecting  artifacts  while  they  are 
present  at  mineral  exploration  camps  and  drill  sites.  Once  the  ground  cover 
is  disturbed,  archaeological  information  can  be  lost  forever,"  said 
Pastore. 

Pastore  also  said,  "All  members  of  the  mining  industry  should  follow  the 
existing  legislation  which  requires  an  archaeological  survey  before  any 
activity  is  conducted  that  may  disturb  historic  resources.  It  appears  that 
a number  of  mineral  exploration  companies  are  not  meeting  the  Newfoundland 
government's  requirements . " 

Pastore  concluded  by  noting  that  "the  ground  is  the  equivalent  of  an 
archive  for  the  Aboriginal  people  in  Labrador.  Dust  as  we  wouldn't  allow 
uncontrolled  industrial  activity  in  the  National  Archive  of  Canada,  so  too 
should  we  prevent  destruction  of  the  archives  of  the  Innu  and  Inuit  peoples 
in  Labrador  by  ensuring  adequate  archaeological  screening  before  mineral 
exploration . " 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 


phone:  (709)  497-8398 


es051322@orion .yorku . ca 


fax:  (709)  497-8396 


"RE : Final  Report:  Self-Government  Process  Evaluation"  

Date:  Mon,  12  Aug  1996  10:20:48  -0700 

From:  jburrows@halcyon.com  (Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies) 

Sub j : Final  Report  of  the  Self-Government  Process  Evaluation 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

INDIAN  SELF-GOVERNMENT  PROCESS  EVALUATION: 

FINAL  REPORT 
Rudolph  C.  Ryser,  Ph.D. 

Leslie  E.  Korn  Ph.D.,  M.P.H 

The  Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies  is  pleased  to  announce  the 
release  of  the  final  report  of  the  Indian  Self-Government  Process 
Evaluation  (SGPE). 

In  1988  the  U.S.  Congress  enacted  the  Self-Governance  Demonstration 
Project.  After  nearly  120  years  of  legislative  dictatorship  by  the  U.S. 
Congress  over  Indian  governments,  this  legislation  quietly  renewed  treaty 
negotiations  between  the  United  States  and  Indian  nations  on  a government - 
to-government  basis.  Between  1990  and  1995  thirty-three  Indian 
governments  and  native  communities  engaged  in  bi-lateral  negotiations  with 
the  United  States  resulting  in  Compacts  of  Self-Governance. 

This  report  is  the  culmination  of  a year-long,  tribally  initiated  study 
undertaken  by  CWIS  in  the  summer  of  1995.  This  report  is  the  first  to 
attempt  a comprehensive  evaluation  of  what  has  been  achieved  over  the  past 
10  years.  Have  the  measures  taken  by  Indian  governments  and  the  U.S. 
government  since  1987  begun  to  achieve  self-government  for  Indian  nations? 
What  are  the  basic  measures  for  defining  a self-governing  nation,  and 
under  what  circumstances  can  it  be  said  that  the  Demonstration  Project  has 
been  successful?  To  what  extent  do  both  parties  understand  the  process 
they  are  currently  engaged  in  and  is  the  United  States  negotiating  in  good 
faith  with  Indian  governments?  The  Indian  Self-Government  Process 
Evaluation  is  an  important  document  for  anyone  wishing  to  better 
understand  the  steps  being  taken  by  Indian  Nations  to  reclaim  their 
sovereign  powers  and  redefine  their  relationship  with  the  United  States. 

PRELIMINARY  FINDINGS  REPORT 

The  Preliminary  Findings  Report  of  the  SGPE  is  available  on  the  World  Wide 
Web  at  http://www.halcyon.com/FWDP/298prelm.html.  This  Preliminary  Findings 
Report  was  distributed  to  Self-Governance  Tribes  in  November  1995  and 
contains  a basic  outline  of  what  is  contained  in  the  Final  Report. 

PURCHASING  COPIES  OF  THE  INDIAN  SELF-GOVERNMENT 
PROCESS  EVALUATION  FINAL  REPORT 

Copies  of  the  Final  Report  of  the  Indian  Self-Government  Process  Evaluation 
may  be  purchased  for  $15.00  each,  plus  $2.00  shipping  and  handling  for  the 
first  two  items  and  $0.50  for  each  additional  item.  Foreign  orders,  please 
add  $5.00  to  total  shipping  and  handling  charges.  Payments  should  be  made 
by  Check  or  Money  Order  in  U.S.  funds  payable  to  the  Center  For  World 
Indigenous  Studies. 

CENTER  FOR  WORLD  INDIGENOUS  STUDIES 
P.O.  Box  2574 
Olympia,  Washington 
98507-2574  U.S. A. 

< jburrows@halcyon . com> 
http : //www. halcyon . com/ FWDP/cwis info. html 
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
John  Burrows,  Executive  Director  < jburrows@halcyon . com> 

Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies  PGP  Key  0xEE26CD6D  available 


http://www.halcyon.com/FWDP/fwdp.html  on  key  servers  or  via  finger 

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 


"RE : Leech  Lake  Activist  Speaks  Up"  

Date:  Fri,  9 Aug  1996  22:30:08  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub  j : Leech  Lake  activist  speaks  up  to  local  media 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[Leech  Lake  activist  responds  to  local  media  pro-RBC  coverage  of  efforts 
to  recall  Chairman  Flunt  by  supporters  of  the  sitting  council] 

Four  RBC  members  try  to  retain  power  thru  media  manipulation  and  propaganda 

by  Maxine  Manypenny 
Leech  Lake  Enrollee 

Recently  published  articles  against  our  new  Leech  Lake  Chairman,  Eli  hunt, 
neglect  to  reveal,  to  the  public  the  real  truth  and  in  some  cases  are 
outright  slanderous  lies.  If  the  MCT  Constitution  were  published,  one 
would  be  able  to  see  the  wrongdoing  of  the  four  (4)  RBC  members  and  their 
select  few  followers  and  potential  for  more  abuse  of  power. 

We,  the  people  of  Leech  Lake,  have  been  under  RBC  dictatorship  for  as 
long  as  Chip  Wadena  has  been  in  control  of  the  White  Earth  Reservation  and 
MCT.  The  select  few  that  are  complaining  about  Eli,  are  fighting  to  deep 
their  dictatorship.  The  whole  Reservation  is  fighting  this  long-term 
dictatorship  through  petitions  to  remove  the  oppressors. 

The  whole  Reservation  is  backing  Eli  and  giving  their  consent  and 
approval  to  Eli  to  help  make  our  drastically  needed  changes  and  restore 
our  Reservation  to  an  Flonest  and  Open  Government.  The  select  few 
followers  of  the  four  (4)  RBC  members  are  "the  new  dissenters,"  are  the 
very  people  who  have  been  getting  "Freebies"  for  years  and  are  fighting  to 
keep  their  pockets  full.  Maybe  in  the  future,  the  recently  fired 
employees  will  think  about  the  whole  Reservation  instead  of  themselves  if 
and  when  they  finally  have  to  struggle  like  the  rest  of  us. 

These  few  complainers  are  neglected  to  mention  quite  a few  facts  such 
as:  The  many  numbers  of  people  these  RBC  members  have  fired  in  their 
dictatorship  years  with  no  recourse;  The  Reservation  monies  stolen  from 
the  RBC  for  themselves;  the  Reservation  monies  stolen  from  the  casino 
vaults  by  these  four  RBC  members  and  their  select  few;  The  Reservation 
monies  paid  for  the  four  (4)  RBC  members  to  pay  for  the  defense  of  these 
well  know  criminals;  the  gross  amount  of  monies  with  will  continue  to 
steal;  The  large  number  of  relative  they  have  given  jobs  to  since  they  put 
in  office  replacing  Leech  Lake  enrollees.  The  majority  of  the  Reservation 
people  who  have  been  verbally  insulted  by  these  RBC  members  and  their 
select  few.  How  much  more  abuse  do  you  think  the  Reservation  people  can 
handle  by  these  true  dictators? 

If  the  present  four  (4)  RBC  members  are  so  law-abiding  and  abide  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws,  why  didn't  they  remove  Dan  and  Myron  according 
to  Article  X,  Sec.  2,  (a),  (b),  and  (d):  Malfeasance  in  the  handling  of 
tribal  affairs;  Dereliction  or  neglect  of  duty;  Conviction  of  a felony  in 
any  county.  State  or  Federal  court  while  serving  on  the  RBC.  Why  didn't 
lack  and  Alfred  follow  the  Constitution  to  remove  these  two  individuals 
from  office  according  to  the  above  Article  X from  our  MCT  Constitution? 
lack  and  Alfred  are  presenting  facing  charges  from  the  people  because  they 
cannot  abide  by  Article  X.  Sec.  2,  (b),  (e):  Dereliction  or  neglect  of 
duty;  Refusal  to  comply  with  any  provision  of  the  Constitution  and  Bylaws 
of  the  Tribe. 

The  four  (4)  RBC  members  are  the  real  people  holding  "illegal  meetings" 
according  to  their  own  Constitution  and  Bylaws.  These  four  individual  are 
alone  in  their  illegal  meetings  which  are  closed  to  the  whole  Reservation. 
These  four  people  and  their  select  few  followers  have  completely  forgotten 
that  representative  purpose  is  to  represent  and  serve  the  people,  not 
themselves . 

Eli's  open  meetings  have  attendance  from  the  whole  Reservation  with  the 


TRUE  VOICE  OF  THE  PEOPLE.  Eli  is  not  alone  in  his  decisions  for  the 
Reservation,  the  whole  Reservation  is  making  the  decision.  The  rightful 
claim  and  ownership  of  "Dictator"  belong  to  the  four  (4)  RBC  members  and 
their  select  few  followers  who  are  fighting  for  more  money  for  themselves 
and  their  select  few.  These  "dictators"  are  fighting  to  keep  the  bank 
accounts  open  to  themselves,  instead  of  the  Reservation  and  the  people. 
These  "dictators"  won't  listen  to  the  people  and  what  is  best  for  the 
Reservation . 

The  people  of  the  Reservation  cannot  even  go  to  the  RBC  office  to  speak 

with  their  representative  and  this  has  been  happening  for  years  and  years. 

They  hire  people  to  lie  for  them  to  try  to  cover  up  their  Constitutional 
mistakes.  They  bribe  people  to  their  minority  side.  The  kind  of 

government  these  select  few  want  to  keep  is  the  "Chip  Wadena  style" 

dictatorship  government.  Is  that  the  kind  of  government  these  sect  few 
want  to  keep?  Their  illegal  MCT  Court  was  illegally  established  for  their 
own  means  with  their  personal  selection  of  judge.  There  is  no  recognition 
from  any  agency,  organization,  nor  the  people  of  Leech  Lake  for  their 
"Kangaroo  Court . " 

Eli  and  his  constituents  are  well  known  to  the  community  as  honest  and 
would  never  lower  themselves  to  lie,  cheat  and  steal  to  get  what  they  want. 

Eli  is  very  concerned  and  attending  to  the  needs  of  the  whole  Reservation 
and  he  most  definitely  has  the  support  of  the  whole  Reservation,  not  a 
select  few  as  the  four  dictators  and  "new  dissenters"  have.  The  firing  of 
the  recent  employees  is  not  just  from  Eli  alone,  but  with  the  direction, 
blessing  and  consent  of  the  whole  Reservation. 

Even  the  President  of  the  U.S.  brings  in  his  own  Administration  and 
replaces  top  positions  with  people  he  can  trust  and  work  with.  The  four 
(4)  RBC  members  and  their  select  few  are  threatening  the  very  foundation 
on  which  Indian  sovereignty  and  self-governance  is  based  upon,  the  power 
of  the  people  of  Leech  Lake  to  govern  ourselves.  These  four  RBC  members 
are  the  real  criminals  for  not  following  their  own  Constitution. 

Myron  and  Dan  both  should  have  resigned  upon  convictions.  Dan  has 
outright  lied  to  the  public  in  his  statement  that  he  works  for  the  people. 
Dan  Brown  has  forgotten  the  people  for  the  checkbook.  Dan  openly  stated 
that  he  didn't  resign  after  conviction  as  the  four  (4)  RBC  members  refused 
to  accept  his  resignation.  That  public  statement  proves  that  the  present 
RBC  are  not  fulfilling  the  Constitution  for  removal  of  convicted  felons 
from  office.  Dan  publicly  stated  approximately  fifty  (50)  people  asked 
him  to  stay  in  office,  yet  he  outrageously  lies  to  the  public  in  his 
statement  of  claim  to  have  over  750  followers  in  the  recent  article  of  the 
Bemidji  Pioneer.  You  and  the  rest  of  the  RBC  members  may  have  won  the 
election  two  years  ago,  but  you  certainly  don't  have  any  followers  now 
that  you  were  caught  stealing  from  your  people. 

Myron,  you  may  have  bought  enough  votes  to  get  you  back  in  office  but 
you  were  illegally  certified  and  should  not  have  been  allowed  to  run 
according  to  the  Constitution.  One  more  fact,  Myron,  80%  of  the  people 
DID  NOT  vote  for  you.  How  many  people  did  you  hire  to  run  to  split  up  the 
election?  At  least  one  has  openly  stated  he  received  $5,000.00  from  you, 
Myron  to  put  his  name  in  to  run  just  to  split  up  votes.  Dan  and  Myron 
should  be  rightfully  removed  from  office  according  to  the  Constitution. 

The  present  District  i and  II  Representatives  are  absolutely  no  help  to 
the  people  of  Leech  Lake  so  it's  no  great  wonder  that  the  whole 
Reservation  wants  their  removal.  Alfred  Fairbanks  has  verbally  and 
physically  assaulted  Frank  Reese  at  the  RBC  office  in  front  of  staff  on 
August  2nd.  Alfred  Fairbanks  carries  a gun  and  publicly  showed  it  to 
staff  in  a very  threatening  manner  at  the  RBC  office  on  August  5th.  Where 
is  A1 ' s concern  for  the  people  of  Leech  Lake  whom  his  supposed  to 
represent?  If  anyone  gets  in  his  way,  look  out? 

Lisa  Fairbanks  (Al's  sister)  has  verbally  assaulted  Dee  Fairbanks  and 
Leon  Bedeau.  Lisa  Fairbanks  has  physically  assaulted  Charlie  Michaud  on 
August  6th  to  get  her  hands  on  signed  petitions  (50  valid  signatures)  to 
remove  Alfred  Fairbanks.  The  unfair  process  of  retaliation  started  in  the 
past  from  former  dictators  and  has  only  been  a practice  of  the  real 
dictators,  the  four  (4)  RBC  members  and  their  select  few. 

Where  is  the  maturity  of  such  people  who  use  verbal  abuse  and  physical 


violence  as  the  example  and  answer  to  our  problems?  Is  that  the  kind  of 
government  the  four  (4)  RBC  members  and  their  select  few  are  fighting  to 
keep?  Where  is  the  honesty,  moral  and  values  of  our  so  called  four  (4) 
representatives?  Do  these  four  individuals  and  select  few  followers  have 
any  part  of  a conscience  left  in  themselves? 

They  certainly  lost  the  respect  of  the  people  of  Leech  Lake  Reservation 
and  are  fighting  to  destroy  our  Chairman  and  the  whole  Reservation  along 
with  them.  If  these  irrational  four  (4)  RBC  members  want  to  continue  in 
their  "Chip  Wadena  style"  government,  then  they  should  join  him  in  custody. 

My  prayers  are  for  the  betterment  and  protection  of  our  people  of  Leech 
Lake  Reservation  and  our  Chairman  Eli  0.  Hunt. 

Maxine  Manypenny 
Leech  Lake  Anishnaabe 
Cass  Lake,  Minnesota 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : FAN  Shuts  Down  Interfor  Log  Sort"  

Date:  Fri,  9 Aug  1996  08:07:10  -0700 

From:  nfnena@igc.apc.org  (Native  Forest  Network-ENA) 

Sub j : FAN  Shuts  Down  Interfor  Log  Sort  in  British  Columbia 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

FOREST  ACTION  NETWORK  August  7,  1996 

FOREST  ACTION  NETWORK  SHUTS  DOWN  INTERFOR  LOG  SORT 

Early  this  morning  22  members  of  the  Forest  Action  Network  shut  down 
Interfor' s log  sort  at  Taleomey  River,  in  a remote  region  about  60  km 
south  of  Bella  Coola. 

Two  FAN  members  have  locked  their  necks  to  immobilize  Interfor' s 
machinery  and  a third  is  suspended  between  two  trees  with  a banner  that 
reads  "LOG  EXPORTS  EQUAL  DOB  EXPORTS".  The  other  activists  have  set  up 
their  tents  on  the  log  sort. 

This  action  highlights  the  export  of  jobs  that  rightfully  belong  to  the 
Bella  Coola  community  and  the  Nuxalk  Nation.  Over  95%  of  the  trees  cut  by 
Interfor  are  exported  out  of  the  region,  with  no  processing.  None  of 
Interfor 's  9 mills  are  located  within  the  Mid-Coast  forest  district,  so 
logs  (and  jobs)  are  transported  400  kilometers  south  to  Vancouver. 

Interfor  sends  out  approximately  50  fully  laden  barges  per  year  from  the 
region . 

The  occupation  effectively  stops  Interfor  from  shipping  logs  stockpiled 
at  the  log  sort.  "Every  barge  load  of  logs  that  is  shipped  south  takes 
away  ten  full  time  processing  jobs  from  the  local  community"  said  FAN 
spokesperson  Simon  Waters. 

This  action  builds  on  FAN'S  2 years  of  work  to  save  the  Great  Coast 
Rainforest.  The  Great  Coast  Rainforest  is  a region  of  coastal  temperate 
rainforest  on  the  west  coast  of  Canada,  stretching  up  to  the  Alaskan 
border.  It  encompasses  some  2.5  million  hectares  of  pristine  wilderness  - 
ten  times  the  size  of  Clayoquot  Sound.  The  development  crunch  has  moved 
full  force  to  put  pressure  on  this  remote  and  extraordinary  area  of  the 
coast.  The  remaining  temperate  rainforest  is  being  cut  at  an  alarming  rate 
for  short  term  profits  and  at  the  expense  of  local  jobs,  the  local  economy, 
and  the  long  term  future  of  the  local  community. 

"We  call  on  the  government  of  BC  to  stop  issuing  any  further  logging 
permits  in  this  unceded  territory,  and  instead  begin  the  long-term  task  of 
changing  to  community-based  ecoforestry  in  already  disturbed  areas." 
states  Greg  Higgs  who  was  at  the  blockade. 

Video  tape  of  the  action  is  available  on  request. 
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* Vancouver:  Box  155,  1895  Commercial,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4A6 

* (604)739-4782,  (604)736-7115  fax 

* 

* Bella  Coola:  Box  625,  Bella  Coola,  BC,  Canada  V0T  ICO 

* (604)799-5800,  (604)799-5830  fax 

* 

* http://www.alternatives.com/fan/index.html 

* 

************  CAMPAIGNING  TO  SAVE  THE  GREAT  COAST  RAINFOREST 
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Information  transferred  via: 

NATIVE  FOREST  NETWORK 

Eastern  North  American  Resource  Center 

POB  57 

Burlington,  VT  05402  USA 
(802)863-0571 
(802)863-2532  Fax 
email:  nfnena@igc.apc.org 

"RE : Attention:  Native  Radio  Producers"  

Date:  Thu,  8 Aug  1996  17:22:34  -0600 
From:  chato@unm.edu  (Bernadette  Chato) 

Sub j : Attention:  Native  radio  producers 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

For  Immediate  Release 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  TALK  SHOW  OFFERS 
OPPORTUNITY  FOR  NATIVE  RADIO  PRODUCERS 
ALBUQUERQUE  - *Native  America  Calling,*  the  first  nationally-distributed 
talk  show  produced  from  a Native  American  perspective,  is  now  working 
toward  incorporating  features  into  its  daily  program. 

Since  *NAC*  is  an  innovative  program  in  terms  of  indigenous  broadcasting, 
it  now  wants  to  take  an  active  role  in  the  nurturing  of  native  radio 
producers.  It's  envisioned  that  producers  at  tribally-owned  radio  stations 
and  other  public  stations  will  produce  short  features  that  can  be 
incorporated  into  *NAC*'s  daily  discussions. 

There  is  currently  a shortage  of  native  producers  and  reporters.  The 
*NAC*  Features  Producer  will  work  with  interested  native  radio  personnel 
to  assist  them  in  developing  their  production  skills. 

By  encouraging  the  development  of  native  producers  and  reporters  and 
providing  a forum  for  their  work  through  *NAC,*  native  people  will  be  able 
to  present  their  communities  to  a larger  listening  audience.  In  turn  *NAC* 
listeners  will  be  able  to  get  a better  understanding  of  native  communities. 

*Native  America  Calling*  celebrated  its  one-year  anniversary  on  Dune  5, 
1996.  The  one-hour  program  airs  live  each  weekday  at  1 p.m.  Eastern  Time. 
The  program  is  distributed  on  a national  basis  via  the  National  Public 
Radio  satellite  by  the  American  Indian  Radio  on  Satellite  Network  (AIROS). 

The  program,  billed  as  the  nation's  first  "electronic  talking  circle," 
uses  its  call-in  format  to  engage  listeners  into  conversations  with 
experts  and  noted  guests  about  issues  of  the  day. 

NAC  is  a production  of  Native  American  Public  Telecommunications,  Inc. 
Offices  for  *Native  America  Calling*  are  located  in  Albuquerque,  New 
Mexico.  The  program  is  produced  at  the  studios  of  KUNM  at  the  University 
of  New  Mexico. 

Bernadette  Chato,  the  Features  Producer  for  *Native  America  Calling*  can 
be  reached  at  505-277-5354  or  by  fax  at  505-277-4286.  Address 
correspondence  to  PO  Box  40164,  Albuquerque,  NM  87196,  or  e-mail  to 
chato@unm.edu. 


Bernadette  Chato,  Features  Producer  Snail  Mail:  PO  Box  40164 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING  Albuquerque,  NM  87196 

The  Nation's  1st  Electronic  Talking  Circle  505-277-5354/FAX  505-277-4286 
Heard  on  public  radio  stations!  E-mail:  chato@unm.edu 

"RE : Schedule  for  Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  12  Aug  1996  17:17:32  -0600 
From:  chato@unm.edu  (Bernadette  Chato) 

Sub  j : Schedule  for  Native  America  Calling 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Here's  the  latest  schedule  for  ^Native  America  Calling.*  Since  we  produce 
a new  show  every  day,  we  are  always  looking  for  knowledgeable  people 
(preferably  Native  Americans)  to  be  guests  on  our  show.  If  you  have  a 
recommendation  for  a guest  after  reading  the  topics  for  upcoming  shows, 
please  e-mail  our  producer  directly  at  harlan@unm.edu.  Your  help  is 
appreciated . 

A list  of  stations  follows  the  schedule.  If  you  want  to  find  out  more 
about  coverage  in  your  area,  please  follow  instructions  given. 

Thanks.  BC 

TO: PROGRAM  DIRECTORS,  GENERAL  MANAGERS 
FR: NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 
DT : AUGUST  8,  1996 

RE : SCHEDULE  FOR  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING, 

AUGUST  12-23,  1996 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING,  the  first  national  call-in  radio  program 
to  focus  on  Native  issues,  began  daily  one-hour  feeds  on  6/5/95. 

Feed  Time:M  - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 
Channel  Info:Channel  8 
PEV  Code  391 
Digital  Frequency  B68.2 
Galaxy  4,  Transponder  B 
Broadcast  Rights: 

Each  program  is  designed  for  live  use.  The  fee  to  carry  NATIVE 
AMERICA  CALLING  is  determined  on  whether  the  station  is  a member 
of  AIROS.  There  is  a set  fee  for  AIROS  members;  if  not  a member, 
fee  is  based  on  station's  annual  revenue. 

Call  John  Gregg  at  (402)472-0941  if  you  intend  to  broadcast  NAC. 


****  PROGRAM  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  **** 
Watch  the  DACS  or  your  FAX  for  updates!! 


HOST:  TOM  BEAVER 

WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  MCCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  8/12  - 8/16: 

MON  - 8/12:  Do  mandatory  dress  codes  and  school  uniforms  equal  school 
pride  and  unity?  Do  uniforms  reduce  the  risk  of  gang  violence?  What  are  we 
telling  our  children  about  freedom  of  expression?  Guests  include  Phoenix 
attorney  Gary  Klahr. 

TUE  - 8/13:  A unified  effort  is  underway  to  develop  a plan  to  combat 
crime  and  drug  abuse  in  Native  America?  Can  sports  keep  youth  on  the  right 
track?  Guests  include  Dominic  Nessi  of  HUD's  Office  of  Native  American 
Programs . 

WED  - 8/14:  Do  Native  American  artists  have  to  fit  into  a stereotypical 
style  to  gain  acceptance ...  or  are  they  free  to  explore  new  styles?  What 
exactly  is  Indian  Art?  Guests  include  artist  Harold  Freeland. 

THU  - 8/15:  "Honoring,  Celebrating  and  Recognizing  Native  Women  in 
Music"  is  the  theme  for  this  year's  Red  Nation  Celebration.  Entertainers 
loanne  Shenandoah,  Hoy  Harjo  and  others  join  us  for  our  Music  Maker 
Edition . 

FRI  - 8/16:  Wellness  Edition:  Perhaps  one  of  the  easiest  but  best  means 


we  have  to  keep  our  children  healthy  is  through  immunizations.  Have  your 
children  been  safely  vaccinated?  Guests  TBA. 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  8/19  - 8/23  MON  - 8/19:  Once  again,  we  open  up  our 
lines  for  you... the  listener.  If  you've  got  an  issue  that  needs  attention, 
pick  up  the  phone  and  give  us  a call.  It's  open  lines  and  you're  the  guest. 

TUE  - 8/20:  The  Fall  semester  is  right  around  the  corner.  College 
students  are  headed  back  to  school.  What  is  life  like  for  the  "non- 
-traditional"  student?  Guests  TBA. 

WED  - 8/21:  Three  Native  Americans  are  running  for  seats  in  the  U.S. 

House  of  Representatives.  Bill  Yellowtail  of  Montana,  Giorgianna  Lincoln 
of  Alaska  and  Doe  Bowen  of  Washington  join  us  to  talk  about  their  campaign 
plans  and  the  national  conventions. 

THU  - 8/22:  Since  1877  the  Nez  Perce  have  not  been  welcome  in  their 
traditional  homelands  in  the  Wallowa  Valley  of  Oregon.  Now,  valley 
residents  are  buying  land  for  tribal  members  to  return  home.  Why?  Nez 
Perce  tribal  member  Earl  Conner  will  help  us  explain. 

FRI  - 8/23:  Wellness  Edition:  It's  not  exactly  an  old-fashioned  house 
call,  but  medical  experts  will  be  available  to  describe  and  prescribe  eye, 
ear,  nose  and  throat  ailments.  We'll  also  explore  traditional  treatments. 
Guests  TBA. 

♦Native  America  Calling*  is  produced  and  directed  by  Harlan  McKosato 
(Sac  and  Fox  from  Oklahoma).  Tom  Beaver  (Muscogee  Creek  from  Minnesota) 
is  Host/Associate  Producer,  Features  Producer/Editor  is  Bernadette  Chato 
(Navajo  from  New  Mexico),  and  Michelle  Cody  (Navajo  from  Arizona)  serves 
as  Associate  Producer. 

*NAC*  is  a production  of  Native  American  Public  Telecommunications,  Inc. 
Offices  for  *Native  America  Calling*  are  located  in  Albuquerque,  New 
Mexico.  The  program  is  produced  at  the  studios  of  KUNM  at  the  University 
of  New  Mexico.  The  staff  of  *Native  America  Calling*  can  be  reached  at 
505-277-5201  or  by  fax  at  505-277-4286.  Address  correspondence  to  PO  Box 
40164,  Albuquerque,  NM  87196,  or  e-mail  to  native@unm.edu. 

For  information  on  how  your  local  public  radio  station  can  carry  the 
program,  call  3ohn  Belindo,  AIROS  at  1-800-571-6885  or  e-mail  to  his 
attention  to  jgregg@unlinfo.unl.edu. 

RADIO  STATIONS  AIRING  *NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING* 

Produced  in  Albuquerque,  NM 


KABR 

1500 

AM 

Alamo,  New  Mexico 

KBRW 

680 

AM 

Barrow,  Alaska 

KBSU 

730 

AM 

Boise,  Idaho 

KCIE 

90.5 

FM 

Dulce,  New  Mexico 

KCUK 

88.1 

FM 

Chevak,  Alaska 

KEYA 

88.5 

FM 

Belcourt,  North  Dakota 

KGHR 

91.5 

FM 

Tuba  City,  Arizona 

KGLP 

91.7 

FM 

Gallup,  New  Mexico 

KIDE 

91.3 

FM 

Hoopa,  California 

KILI 

90.1 

FM 

Porcupine,  South  Dakota 

KNSA 

930 

AM 

Unalakleet,  Alaska 

KOTZ 

720 

AM 

Kotzebue,  Alaska 

KRCL 

90.9 

FM 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

KSKA 

91.1 

FM 

Anchorage,  Alaska 

KSKO 

870 

AM 

McGrath,  Alaska 

KSUT 

91.3 

FM 

Ignacio,  Colorado 

KTDB 

89.7 

FM 

Pinehill,  New  Mexico 

KUNM 

89.9 

FM 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

KWSO 

91.9 

FM 

Warm  Springs,  Oregon 

KYUK 

640 

AM 

Bethel,  Alaska 

WYRU 

1160 

AM 

Red  Springs,  North  Carolina 

Most  stations  carry  *Native  America  Calling*  live  at  1300-1359 
Eastern  Time.  However  some  stations  opt  to  air  the  program  on  tape  delay. 
Call  the  particular  station  for  broadcast  time. 

If  you  do  not  see  a station  listed  for  your  area,  consider  calling 
your  local  public  radio  station  to  ask  if  they  could  carry  it.  The  rates 
are  VERY  reasonable.  Information,  including  rates  and  a demo  tape,  on 
♦Native  America  Calling*  can  be  obtained  by  calling  3ohn  Belindo, 


manager,  American  Indian  Radio  on  Satellite  Network  (AIROS)  at 
1-800-571-6885. 

Bernadette  Chato,  Features  Producer  Snail  Mail:  PO  Box  40164 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING  Albuquerque,  NM  87196 

The  Nation's  1st  Electronic  Talking  Circle  505-277-5354/FAX  505-277-4286 
Heard  on  public  radio  stations!  E-mail:  chato@unm.edu 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA 


Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minnlnd,  MUSEUM-L,  & NATIVE-L  listservers; 
Newsgroups : ape . indig. info , soc . culture . native , alt . native , rec . arts . books , 
alt . books . reviews j rec . arts . books . reviews;  UUCP  & genie  email 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  includej  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Hear  yej  Dakotas!  When  the  Great  Father  at  Washington  sent  us  his 
chief  soldier  [General  Harney]  to  ask  for  a path  through  our  hunting 
groundSj  a way  for  his  iron  road  to  the  mountains  and  the  western  seaj 
we  were  told  that  they  wished  merely  to  pass  through  our  countryj  not 
to  tarry  among  uSj  but  to  seek  for  gold  in  the  far  west.  Our  old  chiefs 
thought  to  show  their  friendship  and  good  will,  when  they  allowed  this 
dangerous  snake  in  our  midst.  They  promised  to  protect  the  wayfarers." 

"Yet  before  the  ashes  of  the  council  fire  are  coldj  the  Great  Father  is 
building  his  forts  among  us.  You  have  heard  the  sound  of  the  white 
soldier's  ax  upon  the  Little  Piney.  His  presence  here  is  an  insult  and 
a threat.  It  is  an  insult  to  the  spirits  of  our  ancestors.  Are  we  then 
to  give  up  their  sacred  graves  to  be  plowed  for  corn?  DakotaSj  I am  for 
war ! " 

Chief  Red  Cloudj  Oglala  Teton 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 

j | iance  was  first  presented 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej  | on  2 December  '93  during  the 


[ to  the  democratic  principles  | 
j of  the  Republic  | 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  will  be  a very  unusual  preface  to  the  newsletter.  I believe  it  is 
important,  though. 

Many  of  the  People  who  do  not  now  have  access  to  the  internet  and  the 
exchange  of  information  it  offers  now  can.  The  tool  is  limited  in  what  it 
can  do,  and  what  it  can  do  it  on;  but  it  can  open  the  door  to  information 
to  many  of  the  people  of  the  First  Nations  that  are  now  locked  out. 

The  tool  is  called  luno.  It  is  advertising  supported  email.  It  is  only 
email,  and  the  user  of  it  must  be  willing  to  accept  the  advertisements  that 
are  flashed.  The  developers  liken  it  to  network  television.  You  watch  the 
programs  free,  because  you  are  willing  to  watch  the  advertisements  that  pay 
for  the  programming.  It  only  works  on  a IBM-compatible  PC  running  windows. 
It  will  not  run  from  Dos  and  will  not  work  on  other  platforms  (the  exception 
is  a Mac  or  0S2  running  MS-windows  emulation.  Besides  windows,  the  only 
other  thing  the  computer  must  have  is  a modem  connected  to  a phone  line. 

The  program  comes  complete  with  many,  many  local  access  numbers  and  a 800 
access  for  places  that  do  not  have  local  access. 

Thanks  to  Bob  Rankin,  there  is  also  a text  file  that  explains  how  you 
can  access  piratically  anything  on  the  internet  using  email  only.  It  is 
true  - you  can  gopher,  ftp,  and  even  explore  the  World  Wide  Web,  using 
only  email.  Bob  Rankin's  text  file  tells  you  how. 

Both  of  these  programs  are  available  to  the  public  and  may  be  freely 
copied  and  distributed,  as  long  as  no  money  exchanges  hands  and  all 
copyright  and  information  notices  are  left  unaltered. 

I think  access  to  information  is  absolutely  vital  to  the  People,  so  I 
have  decided  to  send  copies  to  anyone  who  will  mail  me  a 3 1/2,  1.44  Meg 
diskette,  and  a self-addressed,  stamped  disk  mailer  or  5"  x 9"  puff  (padded) 
envelope  with  $.78  (78  cents)  postage  on  it.  I will  load  both  programs  on 
the  diskette  and  return  it  to  you  immediately.  I intend  this  for  Native 
Americans;  but  will  refuse  none  who  send  the  diskette  and  prepared  envelope. 

Send  it  to:  Gary  Night  Owl 

P.  0.  Box  672168 
Marietta,  GA  30006-0037 

PLEASE  make  copies  of  this  offer  and  give  it  to  any  Native  American,  rez 
or  urban/  status  or  non-status  who  can  have  access  to  a PC  running  windows. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Taxation  Controversy  Continues  - Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 
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- Clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier 

- Rogue  Bureaucracy 

- Quebec,  Newfoundland,  Labrador  & HQ 

- Huron  Band  Council 

- Cholera  Among  the  Maya  in  Belize 

- Sierra  Mono  Museum  Basketry  Theft 

- Wal-Mart  Leeds  Response 

- Stealing  From  Indians 

- Review:  Sun  Dancer 

- Poem:  Diversity 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Taxation  Controversy  Continues"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Aug  1996  15:24:20  -0400 
From:  mnation@axess.com 
Sub j : Taxation  Controversy  Continues 
Content-Type:  text/plain;  charset=us-ascii 

UUCP  email 

Taxation  Issue  So  Far: 

The  Attea  Case,  at  the  Supreme  Court  level,  was  lost  in  1994,  as  a 
result  of  this  decision,  this  enabled  the  New  York  State  Taxation 
Department  to  implement  a pre-collection  tax  scheme. 

On  May  13,  1996,  New  York  State  Governor  George  E.  Pataki  suspended  a 
Duly  5 deadline  for  the  120  ultimatum  where  there  would  begin  a collection 
of  taxes  on  gasoline  and  cigarette  sales  to  non-Native  Americans  on 
reservations  located  within  New  York's  borders,  opting  for  discussion  and 
a peaceful  resolution  instead. 

Discussions  continue. 

The  Native  Point  of  View:  Clearly  defined  in  "The  Rights  of  The  Iroquois 
(Haundenosaunee)  As  'Indians  Not  Taxed'  - A Historical  Perspective"  By 
Robert  W.  Venables,  Ph.  D.  American  Indian  Program,  Cornell  University, 
Dune  1990 

"Iroquois  taxes  were  in  a sense  'pre-paid'  as  part  of  the  cost  the 
United  States  paid  to  secure  treaties  with  the  Iroquois.  Because  the 
United  States  obtained  Iroquois  land  at  an  average  price  of  far  less  than 
one  penny  per  acre  at  a time  land  was  selling  for  a minimum  of  $1.00  per 
acre,  it  would  be  no  exaggeration  to  state  that  all  the 
Iroquois(Haudenosaunee);  including  the  Mohawks,  may  be  said  to  have  pre- 
paid any  and  all  future  obligations  to  the  United  States." 

"Treaties  and  treaty  rights  are  the  major  inheritance  which  past 
generations  could  pass  down  to  future  generations.  Treaties  are  the 
inheritance  rights  which  the  United  States  in  good  faith  guaranteed  to 
American  Indians.  These  inheritance  rights  have  special  protections  - 
perhaps  they  are  best  described  as  tax-free  United  States  government 
income-generating  bonds  with  no  expiration  date." 

"Treaties  and  treaty  rights  are  not  unlike  bank  deposits,  they  are 
secured  by  the  United  States  Government.  The  United  States  Government 
secures  the  deposits  and  depositors  in  banks  and  in  savings  and  loans  - 
recently  at  enormous  cost.  Treaty  rights  should  be  perceived  at  least  as 
sacrosanct . " 

State  Dudge  Orders  Collection  of  Taxes  On  Indian  Land  Within  By  120 
Days:  Reprinted  from  the  Oneida  Dispatch  - August  14,  1996 
"A  impatient  judge  has  given  state  officials  a new  deadline  to  begin 
collecting  taxes  on  the  sale  of  gasoline  and  cigarettes  to  non-Indians  on 
reservations  in  New  York  State.  State  Supreme  Court  Dudge  Doseph  Harris 
gave  the  state  120  days  Tuesday  to  find  a way  to  get  the  taxes  or  stop 
collecting  them  throughout  the  rest  of  New  York. . .Harris ' order,  the 
result  of  this  lawsuit  brought  about  by  convenience  store  operators  that 
operate  outside  of  Indian  reservations,  lends  new  urgency  to  the 
unresolved  issue  that  has  bedeviled  state  leaders  for  years." 


- Sacred  Sites  at  Risk 

- American  Indians  with  Disabilities 

- Keweenaw  Bay  Update 

- Native  Radio  Producers/Reporters 


If  there  is  no  deal  after  the  120  days,  tax  laws  will  go  into  effect  and 
no  tobacco  products  or  gasoline  will  be  allowed  onto  reservations,  except 
the  QUOTA  needed  for  consumption  by  Indians  only.  The  tax  laws  would 
regulate  the  influx  and  outgoing  tobacco  products  and  gasoline,  forcing 
the  taxes  to  be  paid  even  before  they  initially  enter  the  reservation. 

This  means,  for  example,  that  if,  a broker  were  to  release  product  from 
its  company,  all  taxes  would  have  to  be  paid  on  the  product  before  leaving 
any  warehouse.  Otherwise  they  would  face  serious  fines  and  perhaps 
closure  of  the  business. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Anti-Tax  Office  518/358-3243 

Mohawk  Nation  Office  Kahnawake  Branch  514/635-5595,  email:  mnation@axess.com 
The  League  of  First  Nations  1-800-877-8682 

- — "RE:  Clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Aug  1996  21:42:40  -0400 
From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - CLEMENCY  FOR  PELTIER  (Fwd) 

UUCP  email 


* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

CLEMENCY  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

From:  lpdc@idir.net  (Peltier  Defense  Committee) 

Date:  Wed,  14  Aug  96  20:36:04  GMT 

Clemency  for  Peltier--the  fight  for  justice  MUST  grow  stronger!  We  are  now 
in  the  midst  of  election  frenzy  and  the  LPDC  urges  you  PLEASE  to  get  in 
touch  with  our  office  to  learn  about  getting  to  your  elected  officials  and 
having  a Peltier  presence  at  EVERY  presidential  election  campaign  stop. 
LEONARD  PELTIER  NEEDS  YOU  NOW  MORE  THAN  EVER! 

LPDC,  Box  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044 
(913)  842-5774  fax  (913)842-5796 
lpdc@idir.net 

"RE : Rogue  Bureaucracy"  

Date:  Sat,  17  Aug  1996  09:09:18  -0400 
From:  "Iordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@dickshovel . com> 

Sub j : Rogue  Bureaucracy 

UUCP  email 

Good  day  all . . . 

I invite  you  to  visit  a new  site  - 

http://www.pobox.com/~jsd/rogue.html  - whereat  you  will  encounter  the  essay 
"Rogue  Bureaucracy . " Excerpts  from  that  essay  will  be  found  below. 

You  are  also  invited  to  visit  the  BIA  site  - 
http://www.pobox.com/~jsd/bur.html  - where  you  may  refresh  your  memory 
regarding  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Rogue  Bureaucracy  excerpts: 

"This  analysis  covers  the  estimated  loss  of  over  $90,000,000,000  in 
hard-rock  mineral  wealth  (on  which  no  royalties  will  be  paid  under  the  1872 
Mining  law).  It  also  addresses  the  loss  of  an  estimated  $15,000,000,000  in 
the  last  decade  in  federal,  states'  and  Indian  oil  and  gas  royalties,  and 
additional  lost  federal  taxes. 

"The  facts  presented  here  will  show  that  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Interior,  as  an  institution,  is  unable  to  deal  truthfully  with  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  Indeed,  Interior  has  cooperated  with  the  major  oil 
and  gas  and  coal  companies  to  a great  extent,  to  hide  the  truth  from  the 


public  (or  to  so  distort  it)  in  a manner  that  could  be  construed  as 
institutional  malfeasance,  or  worse. 

"In  May  of  1983,  GAO  documented  that  Interior  had  sold  Powder  River 
Basin  coal  leases  in  Wyoming  and  Montana  for  $100,000,000  less  than  GAO's 
revised  estimates  of  their  value.  In  Dune  of  1984,  a followup  report  found 
that  the  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  Interior  had  given  a coal  company 
official  the  secret  'minimum  acceptable  bid'  information  before  the  sale, 
and  that  official's  company  got  the  bid.  The  IG,  Richard  Mulberry,  was  found 
to  have  ducked  the  investigation,  and  when  he  finally  did  start  it,  he 
terminated  it  after  16  days.  When  faced  with  this.  Mulberry  simply  resigned. 
No  followup  investigation  occurred  to  my  knowledge. 

"Although  revenues  for  any  individual  Indian  from  oil  are  quite 
small,  they  constitute  a desperately  needed  source  of  income  to  Indian 
citizens  with  an  unemployment  level  which  averages  25  percent  and  reaches 
85  percent  in  some  areas.  Cass  Peterson  broke  the  story  'Indians  Are  Being 
Denied  Millions  in  Oil,  Gas  Royalties'  on  May  25,  1985.  She  detailed  a 
situation  that  affects  'more  than  250,000  Indians  or  tribal  governments,' 
(out  of  about  1.5  million  Indian  U.S. 

citizens).  Mike  Synar  (D-OK),  said  "If  it's  not  a scandal,  it's  one  of  the 
worst  cases  of  mismanagement  I've  ever  come  across.'" 

"Officials  in  four  Interior  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  offices 
were  holding  more  than  $1,000,000  in  interest  owed,  some  of  it  owed  for 
four  years.  Congressman  Glenn  English  said  "It  may  have  gone  to  the  point 
that  it  may  need  a grand  jury."  The  Oklahoma  Corporation  Commission 
documented  that  producing  wells  were  reported  by  BIA  as  non-producing, 
costing  only  six  Indians  about  $ 24,000  in  1984. 

"The  same  article  noted  BIA  was  withholding  checks  because  of 
claimed  overpayments,  when  they  really  owed  some  people  more  than  $ 20,000. 
One  Indian  lady  was  force  to  sell  fry-bread  at  garage  sales  for  her 
livelihood,  while  about  $ 17,000  was  owed  her  family.  Synar  documented 
non-compliance  with  the  law,  citing  26,000  Indian  'allottees'  who  had 
received  no  documentation  in  writing  of  their  royalty  payments,  in  his  Duly 
1985  report  to  the  House  Committee  on  Government  Operations. 

"In  Duly  of  1985,  Synar  cited  similar  findings  from  government 
audits,  study  commissions  and  reports  over  about  25  years,  including  the 
1958  report  (published  in  1959).  Interior  official  Dohn  Fritz  testified 
that  '...frankly  we  did  not  have  an  operating  computer  system  until  late 
last  fall.'  (Frankly,  as  it  turned  out,  he  didn't  have  one  that  really 
worked  then,  either.)  Minerals  Management  Service  (MMS), 

furthermore,  had  no  comprehensive  system  for  auditing  Indian  leases. 

"It  seemed  difficult  for  BIA  and  MMS  to  'coordinate'  on  this.  Mr. 
Dimmy  Mayberry  said  that  a Memorandum  of  Understanding  was  being  developed, 
had  been  in  draft  for  over  a year,  and  would  be  out  soon.  Similarly,  MMS 
audits  on  seven  of  thirteen  BIA  requests  were  not  even  started  by  April  8, 
1985.  The  six  that  were  completed  showed  $ 59,000  in  additional  royalties 
owed.  Nick  Kelly,  the  MMS  regional  manager,  said  he  had  received  no 
instructions  to  do  the  other  seven  audits  for  over  one  year  after  the  date 
his  Chief  reported  that  MMS  was  'commencing  the  audits.'" 

"Why  do  I keep  bringing  up  Indian  losses,  'only'  tens  of  millions 
in  lost  royalties?  One  reason  was  brought  out  in  an  article  I read  by  Felix 
S.  Cohen  on  the  "Erosion  of  Indian  Rights"  in  the  Yale  Law  Dournal,  which 
said  in  part:  'Like  the  miner's  canary,  the  Indian  marks  the  shift  from 
fresh  air  to  poison  air  in  our  political  atmosphere. . .our  treatment  of 
Indians,  even  more  than  our  treatment  of  other  minorities,  reflects  the 
rise  and  fall  of  our  democratic  faith.'" 


Thank  you  for  any  time  you  might  be  able  to  give  to  the  above... 
Best  regards, 

Nvwhtohiyada . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  (4  Star  Magellan  site) 
http : //www. pobox. com/~j sd/ firstnations . html 
Wounded  Knee  Home  Page 
http : //www . pobox.com/ ~jsd/WKmasscre . html 


RE:  Quebec,  Newfoundland,  Labrador  & HQ 


Date:  14  Aug  96  14:56:00  EDT 

From:  Ann  Stewart  <75361.1143@CompuServe.COM> 

Sub j : Quebec,  Newfoundland,  Labrador  and  HQ 

UUCP  email 

NOTE:  Some  of  you  have  asked  about  Voisey  Bay  mining  and  what  impact  it  will 
have  on  the  native  Inuit  and  Innu,  and  also  whether  HQ  will  develop  further 
Churchill  hydroprojects.  Save  this  for  your  files... 

Falls  Guys:  Brian  Tobin  knows  Quebec  has  always  resisted  reopening 
the  Churchill  Falls  power  agreement.  But  the  Newfoundland  premier 
has  a new  pitch,  and  this  time  he  thinks  Lucien  Bouchard  will  listen. 
Financial  Post,  8 Aug  96 

The  early  aboriginal  people  living  in  the  wilds  of  Labrador  believed 
gazing  upon  the  boiling  cataract  of  Churchill  Falls  meant  instant  death. 

Now,  as  the  site  of  one  of  North  America's  premier  hydroelectric 
installations,  the  Churchill  River  seems  to  continue  to  exert  a malevolent 
influence,  though  the  lingering  bad  feelings  stem  from  a power  contract 
signed  more  than  25  years  ago  between  Newfoundland  and  Quebec. 

It's  a deal  people  in  Newfoundland  have  long  resented  and  wanted  to 
change. 

In  the  days  before  OPEC  and  the  quadrupling  of  oil  prices,  Newfoundland 
premier  3oey  Smallwood  signed  a long-term  deal  - it  lasts  until  2041  - 
that  has  Newfoundland  receiving  about  $20  million  a year  from  the  sale  of 
power  to  Hydro-Quebec.  For  its  part,  Hydro-Quebec  exports  the  power  from 
Churchill  Falls  to  the  northeastern  U.S.  for  about  $800  million  a year. 

For  the  people  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador,  the  unfairness  of  the 
Churchill  Falls  contract  is  like  a stone  in  the  shoe  that  continually  gives 
pain.  "I  think  Newfoundlanders  have  always  felt  they  have  been  badly 
disadvantaged  by  this  peculiar  state  of  affairs,"  says  Brian  Crowley,  an 
economist  and  president  of  the  Atlantic  Institute  for  Market  Studies. 

Quebec  has  always  refused  to  reopen  the  contract  to  respond  to 
Newfoundland's  request  for  a better  deal.  Newfoundland  even  pursued 
reopening  the  contract  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  but  lost  its  case. 

However,  the  politics  of  separation,  the  changing  market  for  hydropower 
and  the  discovery  of  huge  nickel  and  other  mineral  deposits  in  Labrador  at 
Voisey' s Bay  may  create  the  circumstances  in  which  Newfoundland  can  finally 
remove  an  old  stone  from  an  old  shoe. 

Newly  elected  as  Newfoundland  premier,  Brian  Tobin  plans  to  make  a 
determined  effort  to  resolve  the  Churchill  Falls  power  contract  when  he 
meets  with  Quebec  Premier  Lucien  Bouchard  this  fall.  Tobin  believes  the 
common  interest  of  both  provinces  in  further  hydro  development  on  both  the 
lower  Churchill  and  on  other  swift-flowing  rivers  on  the  Quebec-Labrador 
border  provides  an  opening  to  renegotiate  the  pact. 

"The  reality  is  there  is  a substantial  amount  of  untapped  hydro  potential 
in  Quebec  and  Labrador  that  - if  it  is  to  be  developed  - needs  the  co- 
operation of  both  provinces,"  Tobin  says. 

"The  question  for  both  provinces  is  whether  or  not  that  energy  is  going 
to  continue  to  flow  into  the  sea  or  whether  we're  going  to  tap  it.  I've  said 
to  Premier  Bouchard,  'Look,  what  Quebec  needs  and  needs  urgently  is  economic 
development,  job  creation,  investment.  What  Newfoundland  needs  is  economic 
development,  job  creation  and  investment. ' If  we  work  together  there  is  a 
good  reason  to  believe  that  can  happen  on  the  hydro  front." 

Tobin  says  it  is  imperative  that  the  contract  be  renegotiated  because, 
under  its  terms,  his  province  will  begin  to  lose  money  on  the  deal  within 
three  to  four  years.  "We  actually  get  to  a point  where  we  begin  to 
subsidize  the  export  of  power,"  Tobin  says. 

"No  premier  in  Canada  - least  of  all  the  premier  of  the  poorest  province 
- could  take  the  position  that  it  is  acceptable  that  for  30  or  40  more 
years,  Newfoundland  will  not  only  find  itself  with  a lower  return  but 
actually  will  suffer  a loss  on  the  export  of  hydropower." 

When  Smallwood  signed  the  long-term  power  deal  with  Quebec  in  1966,  he 
felt  Newfoundland  had  no  option.  The  project  - at  the  time  the  largest 
civil-engineering  project  ever  undertaken  in  North  America  - employed  more 


than  30,000  people  and  represented  a $l-billion  investment.  There  was  no 
economic  development  in  Labrador  that  needed  the  kind  of  power  produced  by 
the  installation. 

The  power  produced  by  Churchill  Falls  couldn't  be  transported  to 
Newfoundland.  Instead,  it  had  to  be  wheeled  through  transmission  lines  in 
Quebec  in  order  to  find  a market.  By  dint  of  the  Canadian  Constitution,  the 
province  of  Quebec  had  a strong  hand  in  the  negotiations  with  Newfoundland. 

"As  so  often  is  the  case  in  Canada,  it  comes  back  to  the  Constitution. 

For  some  historic  reasons,  electricity  is  the  only  form  of  energy  which  is 
subject  to  interprovincial  trade  barriers,"  says  the  Atlantic  Institute's 
Crowley. 

"You  can  move  gas  across  provincial  borders  and  everything  else  - but 
not  electricity.  You  need  the  consent  of  the  province  whose  territory  you 
are  going  to  cross.  You  cannot  get  power  out  of  Labrador  without  the  consent 
of  Quebec  and  that  gives  them  a kind  of  monopoly  control  over  power 
generation  in  Labrador.  Unless  the  government  of  Quebec  agrees  to  buy  your 
power  and  push  it  on  through  to  other  markets,  you  simply  can't  sell  it." 

Over  the  past  two  years,  the  issue  of  tearing  down  this  interprovincial 
trade  barrier  has  caused  acrimony  during  negotiations  between  Ottawa  and  the 
provinces  on  a new  set  of  rules  to  enhance  Canada's  internal  trade. 

Newfoundland  has  pushed  to  have  electrical-energy  transmission  put  on  the 
same  free-trade  basis  as  other  forms  of  energy.  The  big  disappointment  for 
Newfoundland  is  the  unwillingness  of  the  federal  government  to  push  the 
issue  with  the  provinces. 

"The  federal  government  has  never  been  willing  to  tackle  Hydro-Quebec  or 
the  Quebec  government  on  this  issue,"  Crowley  says. 

A senior  negotiator  during  these  debates  says  the  federal  government  has 
never  wanted  to  force  the  issue  between  Newfoundland  and  Quebec  because  of 
its  political  sensitivity.  Instead,  discussions  between  the  provinces  and 
Ottawa  have  centered  on  reasonable  tariffs  for  transporting  electricity 
across  a province's  territory  and  how  to  arbitrate  disputes  about  such 
tariffs. 

Newfoundland  Energy  Minister  Rex  Gibbons  says  the  province  is  going  to 
stay  at  the  bargaining  table  until  it  gets  the  freedom  to  move  power  across 
provincial  boundaries.  "It  was  an  agenda  item  for  the  last  meeting  of 
energy  ministers,  and  it  will  be  an  agenda  item  for  the  next  meeting  of 
energy  ministers,"  Gibbons  says. 

For  Newfoundland,  the  real  impetus  to  renegotiate  comes  from  the  recent 
discovery  of  vast  nickel  deposits  in  Labrador  and  the  potential  for  other 
mineral  development.  The  strike  at  Voisey's  Bay  will  take  years  to  develop, 
but  it  holds  the  promise  of  new  economic  development,  and  with  that,  new 
demands  for  power. 

In  the  short  run,  the  impact  of  Voisey's  Bay  will  be  slight.  Newfoundland 
has  the  right  to  recall  300  megawatts  of  power  from  Churchill  Falls  and  is 
currently  using  about  180  megawatts  for  Labrador.  Overall,  about  5,200 
megawatts  of  power  is  produced  at  the  hydro  installation. 

But,  eventually  Voisey's  Bay  may  require  a nickel  smelter  and  a refinery 
plant  and  there  will  be  other  mineral  development  of  Labrador,  Gibbons  says. 

"I  think  there  is  adequate  recall  rights  left  in  the  present  contract  to 
accommodate  any  energy  needs  that  are  likely  to  result  from  Voisey's  Bay," 
he  says. 

"We're  observing  what  is  happening  with  Voisey's  Bay.  We  are  part  of  it. 

We  are  monitoring  the  company's  evaluation  of  its  options  for  development 
and  its  energy  needs  as  it  looks  at  its  options  for  development  and  we'll 
continue  to  do  so." 

There  is  a view  now  that  the  way  hydroelectricity  is  produced  and  sold 
may  change  dramatically  in  the  near  future  as  provincially  owned  utilities 
such  as  Ontario  Hydro  are  restructured  and  down  sized. 

The  U.S.  is  on  the  verge  of  a major  move  into  the  retailing  and 
wholesaling  of  electricity,  breaking  up  regional  and  local  electricity 
monopolies  in  favor  of  a system  in  which  virtually  anybody  will  be  able  to 
hook  into  a power  network  and  sell  electricity  to  anyone  who  wants  it.  This 
will  drive  down  costs  and  put  a great  deal  of  price  pressure  on  Canadian 
electricity,  especially  for  exports  to  the  U.S. 

The  politics  of  separation  may  also  be  a factor  in  the  Churchill  Falls 


contract.  Former  Quebec  premier  Jacques  Parizeau  surprised  people  prior  to 
last  fall's  referendum  by  offering  to  renegotiate  the  Churchill  contract  as 
a way  of  showing  how  an  independent  Quebec  may  be  a better  partner  outside 
rather  than  inside  the  Canadian  federation. 

So  far,  Bouchard  isn't  tipping  his  hand  about  renegotiating  the  deal. 

"Mr.  Bouchard  has  never  made  any  agreement  or  discussed  with  Mr.  Tobin  any 
possibility  of  reopening  the  contract  with  regard  to  Churchill  Falls,"  a 
Bouchard  spokesman  says.  "Mr.  Tobin  called  Mr.  Bouchard  and  talked  about 
the  potential  that  has  not  been  developed  at  Churchill.  Mr.  Tobin  asked  for 
a meeting  to  discuss  the  matter,  to  launch  a new  project  for  what  is  not 
developed  at  Churchill.  Nothing  has  been  settled  or  scheduled  yet." 

Newfoundlanders  are  hoping  he  comes  to  the  same  conclusion  as  Parizeau, 
however.  "Bouchard  needs  to  be  able  to  demonstrate  for  his  own  political 
purposes  to  the  people  of  Quebec  that  he  can  negotiate  with  the  other 
partners  in  Confederation  and  do  so  successfully  in  order  to  solve  common 
problems,"  says  the  Atlantic  Institute's  Crowley.  "In  the  sovereignty 
debate,  Bouchard  is  going  to  live  or  die  on  whether  or  not  he  can  do  that." 

Tobin,  who  won  wide  support  as  federal  fisheries  minister  by  defying 
international  convention  and  extending  Canada's  claims  of  jurisdiction 
beyond  the  200-mile  limit  to  pursue  overfishing  by  Spanish  trawlers,  vows 
that  the  power  contract  will  be  resolved.  But,  he  hopes  the  offer  of  co- 
operation rather  than  confrontation  with  Quebec  will  be  persuasive.  He's 
facing  a tight  deadline  and  a deterioration  in  the  terms  of  the  contract  for 
Newfoundland . 

"Within  three  or  four  years,  you'd  have  the  poorest  province  in  Canada 
having  to  - I suppose  - close  hospital  beds,  or  cut  social  services 
payments  or  close  high  schools  so  we  could  subsidize  a power  contract  that 
by  then  will  be  bringing  nearly  $1  billion  in  revenue  to  Quebec,"  Tobin 
says.  "By  any  measure,  can  that  be  considered  an  acceptable  situation?  I 
think  even  Lucien  Bouchard  would  say  that  is  unreasonable." 

"RE : Huron  Band  Council"  

Date:  Mon,  19  Aug  1996  19:03:12  -0400 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : Band  Council  -RESPONSE  -RESPONSE 

UUCP  email 
KHWE  AKWATARU, 

Following  is  a letter  with  news  concerning  the  upcoming  elections 
September  4,  1996  on  the  Huron  Reserve,  Wendake,  Quebec. 

Your  comments  are  invited. 

Ish 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The  following  is  a list  of  actions  taken  by  the  Band  Council  leadership 
accomplished  over  the  past  terms  of  office  without  the  consultation  of 
the  people  they  are  suppose  to  represent. 

1)  The  Band  Council  has  passed  a law  against  any  public 
demonstration.  The  law  states  that  : If  someone  wants  to  demonstrate, 
he  has  to  tell  them  1 month  before  any  demonstration  and  specify  the 
subject.  According  this  law,  300  dollars  must  be  deposited  without  any 
guarantee  that  the  demonstration  will  be  permitted. 

2)  The  Band  Council  has  just  renewed  the  agreement  concerning  moose 
hunting  season.  But  this  year,  instead  of  7 days  of  hunting  under  the  law 
of  Quebec,  they  signed  for  8 days;  this  "gift"  is  to  replace  the  freedom 
granted  by  the  Murray  Treaty  in  our  territories.  This  has  been  done 
without  considering  either  the  opposition  of  the  traditional  people  or  the 
hunting  rights  accorded  them  by  the  Murray  Treaty. 

3)  The  Band  Council  employed  a linguist  for  three  months  from  outside  of 
the  nation  without  considering  the  Huron  members  of  the  nation.  They  have 
renewed  this  contract  for  one  year.  They  have  already  spent  more  than 
150,000  dollars  on  this  curriculum  without  any  positive  results.  They 
issued  a mandate  to  work  on  the  language  curriculum  without  considering  the 
members  of  our  nation  who  can  do  the  work.  This  linguist  is  from  Toronto  and 


is  not  a Native  American  Indian,  moreover,  he  is  not  able  to  speak  the  Huron 
language.  The  few  works  he  has  released  into  the  public  places  were  incorrect 
grammatically. 

4)  The  Band  Council  has  said  to  the  town  of  Loretteville  that  they  can 
demolish  the  longhouse  if  they  want.  The  Band  Council  does  not 
consider  the  longhouse  to  be  on  the  Huron  territory.  This  council, 
therefore,  fails  to  recognize  the  treaty  which  includes  this  longhouse 
land  as  part  of  the  Wendake  territory.  In  spite  of  the  fact  it  has  been 
recognized  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  by  all  8 Judges. 

5)  The  Band  Council  last  fall,  said  that  they  would  not  defend  their  own 
people  in  court  in  the  arrests  resulting  from  hunting  moose  in  the  territory 
recognized  by  treaty  as  legitimate  hunting  grounds.  The  moose 

was  seized  by  the  government  of  Quebec  during  the  traditional  hunting 
season  of  the  traditional  people.  This  moose  was  supposed  to  be  used  in 
a sacred  feast  of  the  longhouse.  The  Government  seized  two  canoes 
and  the  moose.  Two  fines  are  going  to  have  to  be  defended  against  in 
the  Court  of  Quebec.  Quebec  knows  they  will  lose  the  case  as  the 
hunting  rights  are  clearly  outlined  in  the  Murray  Treaty  and  the  arrest  and 
confiscations  illegal.  Quebec,  therefore,  continues  to  delay  the  court 
case.  Now  according  to  the  last  letter  they  have  postponed  the  case  to 
this  coming  spring  (1997). 

6)  The  Band  Council  has  signed  an  agreement  with  the  Quebec  justice 
system  (Quebec  de  Surete)  without  any  consultation  with  the  people  of 
Wendake.  This  agreement  allows  the  Quebec  police  to  come  onto  our 
territory  at  any  time  to  enforce  the  Canadian  laws. 

7)  The  Band  Council  does  not  permit  the  members  of  the  nation  to  go  into 
the  bush  where  our  outfitting  club  is  located.  The  outfitters  club  was 
acquired  during  the  band  council  when  Claude  Sioui  was  Grand  Chief. 

Claude  Sioui  was  a Grand  chief  elected  for  two  years  in  1984.  That  council 
was  formed  mainly  by  people  who  believe  in  the  Huron  way.  They  remained 
for  two  years  in  the  band  council,  long  enough  to  defend  in  Court  the 
Murray  treaty,  and  to  depose  three  land  claims  including  the  Quanrante 
Arpent . 

8)  The  Band  Council  has  passed  municipal  law  ( the  first  one  in  all  the 
history  of  the  Huron  people  ) without  consultation  with  the  people.  In 
doing  so  they  ignored  a petition  of  over  400  names  against  this  municipal 
law. 

They  said  : Whether  you  like  this  law  or  not,  we  will  do  it.  This  said  in 
front  of  500  angry  people  gathered  to  protest  the  law  in  a public  band 
council  meeting.  The  Indian  and  Northern  affairs  Canada  minister  has  now 
signed  this  new  law  made  by  the  band  council  and  has  accepted  this 
un-constitutional  law  to  be  applied  on  the  the  Huron-Wendat  territory. 

Today,  Monday,  people  are  going  to  run  for  the  Grand  Chief  and  second 
chiefs  positions.  We  will  know  the  names  at  the  public  assembly  held  at 
the  Kondiaronk  hall.  According  to  rumor  Max  Gros-Louis  is  going  to 
retire.  The  leader  of  the  opposing  party  is  Jean  Picard.  More  news  on  the 
next  letter  with  all  the  promises  each  party  has  made  to  the  people. 

Tarehta ' deh 


"RE : Cholera  Among  the  Maya  in  Belize"  

Date:  Fri,  16  Aug  1996  19:56:07  GMT 
From:  vudu@catch22.com  (Harry  S.  Pariser) 

Sub j : Cholera  Among  the  Maya  in  Belize 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

I have  permission  to  repost  this.  Can  anyone  think  of  some  way  to  help? 
Or  knows  someone  who  could? 

Send  and  e-mail  to  "Gaines  Johnson"  <Gaines_Johnson@BENG.VOA.GOV> 

(For  more  information  on  southern  Belize  and  its  Maya  population  check  out 
http://www.catch22.com/~vudu/pgbel.html  ) 


Date:  Thu,  15  Aug  96  16:36:46  EST 


This  message  sent  to  the  Bz-Culture  Mailing  List  from  "Gaines  Johnson" 
<Gaines_Johnson@BENG.VOA.GOV> : 

Greetings  All! 

For  those  of  you  who  have  never  visited  the  Toledo  District  of 
Belize,  I would  like  to  share  with  you  some  observations  about  the 
indigenous  peoples  who  live  in  the  rain  forests  here  - the  Mopan  and 
Kekchi  Mayan  indians.  And  tell  you  a true  story  that  happened  this 
week. 

There  are  several  dozen  villages  scattered  across  the  Toledo 
District.  Most  have  no  electricity,  no  running  water,  no  public 
telephone.  The  typical  family  lives  in  a thatch  roofed  home  that  has 
a packed  dirt  floor  and  cooking  is  done  on  a floor  hearth.  Families 
tend  to  be  large  and  survive  on  subsistence  farming.  Corn  is  hand 
ground  each  day  by  the  women  to  make  tortillas,  the  staple  of  the 
average  family  diet.  Many  of  the  women  make  beautiful  traditional 
crafts  to  supplement  the  family  income.  These  are  sold  to  the 
occasional  tourist  that  passes  through. 

It  is  currently  the  rainy  season  here  in  Toledo,  and  it  is  a tough 
time  of  year  for  many  of  those  families;  it  is  the  off  season  for 
tourists,  so  there  are  not  too  many  people  to  buy  the  crafts;  the 
rivers  swell  from  the  daily  downpours  and  the  roads  to  many  villages 
are  cut  off  for  days  at  a time;  they  are  between  crops  and  food 
supplies  are  getting  low.  Now,  to  make  matters  even  worse,  cholera 
has  broken  out  in  many  of  the  villages.  Accounts  reaching  my  ears 
are  that  there  have  been  at  least  30  known  cases  in  the  last  two 
weeks  and  in  several  villages.  With  all  the  rains,  it  is  feared  that 
the  situation  will  get  worse  before  it  gets  better.  Allow  me  to 
explain  why. 

I am  not  a doctor,  but  I do  know  a little  about  this  disease. 

Cholera  is  a water  borne  bacterial  disease  that  kills  by  quickly 
dehydrating  the  victim  through  diarrheic  infection.  People  living 
in  many  of  the  villages  here  get  their  drinking  and  washing  water 
exclusively  from  the  rivers  and  streams.  The  bacteria  in  the  feces 
discharged  by  the  first  people  infected  is  washed  by  rainfall  into 
the  streams  and  rivers  (and  occasionally  into  shallow  wells  in  very 
porous  soil).  Those  downstream  who  drink  the  water  or  wash  food  in 
it  then  contract  the  disease  and  continue  the  chain  reaction. 
Fortunately,  if  treated  in  time  with  antibiotics  and  rehydration 
fluids,  the  chances  for  recovery  are  quite  good  in  older  children  and 
adults.  Unfortunately,  very  few  of  the  villagers  know  this,  or  how 
the  disease  spreads.  Many  only  know  that  when  someone  in  the  village 
gets  sick,  that  way,  they  are  going  to  die.  Cholera  outbreaks  are 
not  new  to  these  people. 

This  fact  was  driven  home  to  me  and  my  wife  this  week.  We  both  have 
a lot  of  contact  with  many  of  the  women's  groups  in  the  villages  and 
have  many  good  friends  there.  One  family,  with  which  we  have  a very 
warm  friendship  (and  who  owns  a very  large  sow  named  "White  Pig"), 
live  in  the  village  of  Santa  Cruz.  A few  days  ago  we  were  driving  to 
town  to  do  some  shopping.  Our  route  normally  passes  by  the  Punta 
Gorda  town  hospital.  As  we  were  rounding  the  curve  my  wife  said  that 
someone  was  running  towards  us  from  the  hospital  trying  to  wave  us 
down.  It  was  one  of  the  daughters  of  that  family  from  Santa  Cruz. 

With  eyes  full  of  fear  and  tears  she  pleaded  for  us  to  come  in  and 
see  her  father .... "he  is  dying!"  I asked  what  was  wrong.  She  said 
he  was  vomiting  and  had  diarrhea  real  bad  late  last  night.  They  had 
brought  him  to  town  that  morning  in  a hammock  on  the  bus.  We  pulled 
our  truck  into  the  gravel  parking  lot  and  followed  her  into  a small 
room  with  a curtain  divider  that  is  located  on  the  ground  floor  back 
entrance  of  the  hospital.  As  we  walked  in  the  door  we  saw  the 
mother,  her  face  filled  with  anguish  and  concern  for  her  mate.  I 
pulled  back  the  curtain  and  saw  my  friend,  Mark,  laying  on  a canvas 
cot,  with  darkened  and  sunken  eyes  that  appeared  to  be  staring  at  a 
sight  far  removed  from  this  earth.  I asked  him  what  was  wrong  and 
all  he  muttered  in  his  delirium  was  "I'm  finished ...  I ' m finished." 


The  daughter  spoke,  "He  has  made  his  peace  with  God.. he  knows  him  die." 

I observed  that  there  was  an  IV  drip  on  a stand  next  to  his  bed,  and 
it  quickly  crossed  my  mind  what  this  might  be.  I told  them  I would 
ask  what  was  wrong  and  went  upstairs  to  the  nurse's  station.  I 
explained  that  I was  a friend  of  the  family  and  asked  if  they  could 
tell  me  what  was  wrong.  "Is  it  cholera?",  I plainly  asked. 

Reluctantly,  the  answer  was  given.  "Yes,  there  is  an  outbreak  in  some 
of  the  villages . " 

I went  back  downstairs  and  told  the  daughter  and  mother  not  to  worry, 
he  was  going  to  be  ok.  They  listened  with  eyes  of  disbelief,  yet 
which  had  seized  on  this  spark  of  hope  in  my  words.  It  is  difficult 
to  communicate  to  these  people  the  concepts  of  antibiotics, 
rehydration  and  bacterial  infections,  but  my  wife  and  I did  our  best 
to  assure  them  that  he  had  been  brought  in  quickly  enough  to  be 
treated  and  will  probably  be  ok.  My  wife  and  I then  left  them  to  do 
our  errands.  There  was  little  we  could  do  but  be  their  friends  in 
this  time  of  need. 

Two  hours  later  I stopped  by  the  hospital  again  and  asked  the  wife 
how  Mark  was  doing.  She  speaks  little  English,  but  when  she 
understood  my  question  she  smiled  and  said  "better." 

That  was  Monday,  three  days  ago.  This  morning,  my  wife  took  Mark  and 
his  wife  and  daughter  back  out  to  Santa  Cruz.  He  had  recovered. 

Now,  as  I sit  here  in  my  air-conditioned  office,  listen  to  the  rains 
pelting  the  window  glass,  and  drink  my  instant  coffee  (made  with 
chlorinated  water,  of  course)  I wonder  how  bad  things  are  going  to 
get  out  there  in  the  villages  before  this  is  all  over.  Earlier  this 
morning  I had  breakfast  with  one  of  the  doctors  who  works  at  the 
hospital.  He  says  there  are  eight  people  being  treated  at  the 
hospital  today,  including  a nine  month  old  baby  and  it's  mother.  "The 
babies  are  so  hard  to  treat",  he  related.  "They  dehydrate  so  fast." 

He  sadly  shook  his  head.  Nothing  more  needed  to  be  said. 


Thank  You  for  using  the  Bz-Culture  Mailing  List 
Send  comments  to  owner-bz-culture@psg.com 
1327  9th  Avenue  # 1 
San  Francisco,  CA  94122-2308  USA 
(415)  665-4829 

Visit  Harry's  Universe  at  http://www.catch22.com/~vudu/ 

Information  on  Belize,  Puerto  Rico,  Virgin  Islands,  Jamaica,  Barbados, 

Costa  Rica,  the  Dominican  Republic,  Indonesia,  Japan,  the  Philippines 
cults,  and  more!  Artwork,  photos,  and  links. 

"RE : Sierra  Mono  Museum  Basketry  Theft"  

Date:  Fri,  16  Aug  1996  14:47:35  -0400 

From:  Steve  Dondero  <sdondero@trmx3.dot.ca.gov> 

Sub j : Sierra  Mono  Museum  Basketry  Theft 

Mailing  List:  MUSEUM-L, <museum-l@home. dc . lsoft . com> 

I have  been  asked  to  post  this  message  by  the  curator  of  the  Sierra  Mono 
Museum.  Please  reply  directly  to  the  museum  at  P.O.  Box  275,  North  Fork, 

CA  93643.  209-877-2115.  Sorry  no  e-mail  address. 

Sometime  between  Wednesday  evening  and  Thursday  morning,  August  8-9, 

1996,  the  Sierra  Mono  Museum  was  broken  into  and  50-100+  Native 
California  Indian  baskets  were  stolen,  along  with  at  least  one  ceremonial 
obsidian  blade.  Museum  officials  stated  that  baskets  were  removed  from 
both  the  display  cases  and  storage  areas. 

Please  forward  this  message  to  whoever  you  feel  can  help  in  this  matter. 
The  Sierra  Mono  Museum  is  a small,  locally-operated  facility  and  have 
limited  resources.  The  Museum  and  the  Madera  County  Sheriff  Department 
would  appreciate  any  suggestions,  information,  advise,  etc.  from  those  in 
the  museum  community  on  how  to  get  this  information  out  to  the  larger 
community  of  art  dealers  world-wide.  Staff  can  provide  photos/descriptions 
of  the  baskets  upon  request. 


Thanks 


"RE : Wal-Mart  Leeds  Response"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Aug  1996  22:19:37  -0400 
From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - Fwd:  Wal-Mart  response  letter  copy 
UUCP  email 


* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

WAL-MART  RESPONSE  LETTER 
LEEDS  SITE  - NEW  YORK  STATE 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

From:  103123.2051@CompuServe.COM  (rod  whited) 

To:  miketben@aol.com 

Date:  96-08-14  14:07:58  EDT 

Osiyo  Mike, 

Attached  is  a copy  of  a response  I received  from  Wal-Mart  regarding  the 
Leeds,  New  York  store  site  to  my  letter  to  them  on  this  issue.  I realize 
that  this  is  most  likely  a form  letter  sent  to  all  of  us  that  have  written 
our  concerns  to  them.  Anyway,  I'm  sending  it  for  tallying  number  of 
responses  etc. 

You  have  my  consent  to  use  it  in  anyway  that  will  positively  affect  this 
issue  for  the  First  Nation  People. 

Wado, 

Rod  Whited/  Eagle  Feather 
COPY  OF  RESPONSE  ATTACHED 
Wal-Mart 

Corporate  Affairs 

lay  Allen,  Vice  President 

Wal-Mart  Stores,  Inc. 

Corporate  Offices 
Bentonville,  AR  72716 

August  5,  1996 

Rod  Whited 

150  Seagrove's  Road 

Lacey's  Spring,  AL  35754 

Dear  Mr.  Whited: 

We  appreciate  your  taking  the  time  to  write  us  expressing  your  concerns 
about  our  proposed  store  in  Leeds,  New  York. 

You  are  right  in  your  assessment  that  Wal-Mart  would  and  will  not  desecrate 
any  sacred  ground  of  the  Native  American  community,  or  any  other  community. 

We  are  currently  working  with  the  New  York  State  Office  of  Parks,  Recreation 
and  Historic  Preservation  in  determining  the  appropriate  action  that  needs 
to  be  taken  in  regards  to  the  proposed  development  in  Leeds. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  State  Of  New  York,  we  are  proceeding  with  the 
archaeological  studies  that  are  needed  to  determine  how  best  to  proceed  on 
this  site.  We  will  be  following  their  direction  as  we  proceed, 
sincerely, 
signed  lay  Allen 
Vice  President 
Corporate  Affairs 

"RE;  stealing  From  Indians"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Aug  1996  14:29:01  -0400 
From:  "Iordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@dickshovel . com> 


Sub j : Stealing  From  Indians... 


Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

Good  day  all . . . 

The  First  Nations  site  has  been  granted  permission  to  offer  for  cyber-sale 
the  book  "Stealing  From  Indians ...  Inside  The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  - An 
Expose  of  Corruption,  Massive,  Fraud  and  Justice  Denied .. .Advocating 
Freedom  for  American  Indians  and  Federal  Government  Reform"  You  may  refresh 
your  memory  re  the  BIA  at 
http : //www . pobox . com/~ j sd/bur . html . 

Should  anyone  wish  to  "taste"  this  book  I have  an  excerpt  which  amounts  to 
about  80k... let  me  know  if  you'd  like  me  to  send  it  to  you. 

The  book  is  available  to  you  in  a compressed  state:  .zip  (247K)  for  PC's 
and  .sea  (272K)  for  the  Macintosh.  Each  file  is  self -extracting  and  you'd 
need  nothing  special  to  de-compress  on  your  end.  You'll  end  up  with  a 
straight  ascii  file  with  full  table  of  contents,  three  sections,  31 
chapters,  and  six  appendixes. 

In  it's  non-compressed  state  the  book  stands  at  almost  700k  and  prints  out 
to  190  pages  of  9 point  text.  The  book  is  jammed  packed  with  relevant  data. 
The  cost  is  $10.00. 

This  book  is  the  foundation  of  the  Native  American  Rights  Funds'  class 
action  attack  on  the  BIA  and  is  a "must  have"  for  those  interested  in 
indigenous  affairs. 

Until  I am  able  to  get  an  order  page  up  at  the  First  Nations  site,  you  may 
send  your  order  to: 

D . S . Dill 

First  Nations  Promotions 
PO  Box  129 

South  Pomfret,  Vermont 
05067 

Your  check  or  money  order  should  be  made  out  to  First  Nations  Promotions. 

For  those  who  do  order,  please  let  me  know  via  private  email  that  "the 
check  is  in  the  mail."  :) 

Thanks  for  any  time  you  might  be  able  to  grant  to  this... 

Nvwhtohiyada . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  (4  Star  Magellan  site) 
http : //www. pobox. com/~jsd/fi rst nation s . html 
Wounded  Knee  Home  Page 
http : //www. pobox. com/~jsd/WKmasscre . html 

"RE : Review:  Sun  Dancer"  

Date:  18  Aug  1996  02:23:21  GMT 

From:  brock@ucsub.Colorado.EDU  (Steve  Brock) 

Sub j : Review  of  Sun  Dancer  by  David  London  (fiction,  NA) 

Newsgroups : rec .arts . books . reviews, rec . arts . books, alt . books . reviews, 
alt . native 

SUN  DANCER  by  David  London.  Simon  and  Schuster,  1230  Avenue  of  the 
Americas,  N.Y.,  NY  10020,  (800)  223-2336,  FAX:  (212)  698-7007.  322 

pp.,  $23.00  cloth.  0-689-81458-7 

Reviewed  by  Steve  Brock 

I walked  out  onto  Jefferson's  head  and  stared  out  at  out 
Paha  Sapa.  green  and  sawtoothed,  carved  with  roads  here  and 
there,  but  still  beautiful...  Far  down  below  me,  the  two 
Rangers  bolted  out  of  the  woods  and  into  the  Tourist  Center. 

I sat  down  on  the  cool  granite.  I heard  hawks  calling  out 
to  one  another.  Everything  was  peaceful.  Everything  was 
ours . 


In  "Sun  Dancer/'  the  Lakota  fight  for  Paha  Sapa  (the  center  of 
the  world  - tourists  and  miners  prefer  to  use  the  term  "Black 
Hills"),  rages  on.  London's  debut  novel  recalls  a short-lived  and 
little-publicized  event  that  took  place  in  1971,  when  twenty 
members  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  seized  Mount  Rushmore 
and  demanded  that  the  U.S.  government  honor  the  Laramie  Treaty  of 
1868.  To  do  so,  they  would  be  forced  to  return  Paha  Sapa,  as  well 
as  parts  of  Montana,  Nebraska,  Wyoming,  and  Colorado,  to  the  Lakota 
people.  In  1971,  the  protesters  were  dragged  off  the  monument 
after  twelve  hours.  In  "Sun  Dancer,"  the  siege  takes  almost  a week 
and  there's  bloodshed,  but  the  outcome  is  a bit  more  hopeful. 

London,  with  a background  in  cultural  anthropology,  spent  two 
summers  on  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation,  and  his  details  of  the 
Lakota  passion  for  life  and  land  (though  he  borrows  several  plot 
elements  from  Adrian  Louis's  "Skins"),  are  the  most  realistic  I've 
read  by  a non-Indian  novelist.  His  barbs  at  the  Mormon  and 
Catholic  churches,  anthropologists,  and  white  visitors  to  Paha 
Sapa,  are  as  sharp  as  the  skewers  that  the  Lakota  use  to  pierce 
their  flesh  before  they  dance. 

"Sun  Dance"  focuses  on  two  brothers,  Clement  Blue  Chest  and 
loey  Moves  camp  (who  reminded  me  of  Philbert  and  Buddy  from  David 
Seal's  "Powwow  Highway"and  "Sweet  Medicine"),  as  each  prepares  in 
his  own  way  for  the  upcoming  struggle.  Clement,  an  alcoholic  with 
a beer  belly,  dances  in  a Sun  Dance  and  quests  for  a vision  (the 
resulting  revelation  will  guide  later  events),  while  loey  is 
recruited  into  the  Tokalas,  or  Kit  Foxes,  a group  of  Vietnam 
veterans  and  AIM  members  bent  on  resurrecting  one  of  the  most- 
feared  warrior  societies  (the  most  brazen  member  is  an 
excommunicated  white  Jesuit  priest  with  ties  to  El  Salvador) . 

While  the  actual  capture  of  Mount  Rushmore  comes  off  more  like 
a military  exercise  than  a peaceful  hunger  strike,  and  most  of  the 
FBI  and  local  cops  seem  like  they  stepped  out  of  the  movie 
"Thunderheart, " Sun  Dancer  explodes  with  images  that  will  burn  the 
soul  and  make  several  Presidents  hang  their  heads. 

Grade:  A- . 


Copyright  cl996 

Reviews  are 
available  for 
syndication 

E-mail  for 
more  info. 

"RE : Poem:  Diversity"  

Date:  14  Hun  1996  11:19:05  -0700 

From:  "Cindi  Page"  <Cindi . Page@quickmail . llnl . gov> 

Sub j : Diversity 

DIVERSITY 

Diversity  is  a challenge 
We  deal  with  every  day 
Its  something  we  can  learn  from 
As  we  pass  through  on  our  way 

A kaleidoscope  of  people 
Different  colors  and  pieces  fitting  in 
To  make  a beautiful  design 
And  thats  how  we  begin 


Steve  Brock 

Book  Reviews  on  the  Internet 

2323  Mapleton 

Boulder,  CO  80304 

(303)  786-7375 

brock@ucsub . colorado.edu 

http://ucsub.colorado.edu/~brock 

Member:  National  Book  Critic's  Circle 


Accepting  all  our  differences 


Red,  Black,  White,  Gay  or  Straight 
Using  understanding 
To  replace  bigotry  and  hate 

If  we  really  took  the  time 
There  is  nothing  we  can't  do 
You  might  learn  from  me 
And  I could  learn  from  you 

No  more  learning  tolerance 

Its  acceptance  we  should  teach 

If  we  take  the  opportunity 

There  is  no  goal  that  we  can't  reach 

Cindi  Page  10/13/94  "Mohawk" 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/08/16  00:32 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub  j : Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  August  25 

AUKAKE 

(August) 

(Mahoe-mua) 

25 

Love  is  a golden  bird  singing  in  a green  valley. 

26 

For  the  patient  spirit,  life  holds  many  rewards. 

27 

Listen  always  for  the  answers  to  questions  you  have  never  asked. 

28 

The  flower  is  nature's  work  of  art. 

29 

Life  is  a continuous  cycle  of  learning. 

30 

Curiosity  is  the  seed  of  knowledge. 

31 

New  ideas  can  help  preserve  old  traditions. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  22  August  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Sun,  18  Aug  1996  19:50:51  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Pat  L Talley  <talley@netcom . com> 

Sub j : MA  Student  Ass.  Powwow 

The  Native  American  Student  Association  at  the  University  of  Texas  at 
Arlington  is  proud  to  announce  it's  2nd  Annual  Pow  Wow 
November  3,  1996 
Bluebonnet  Ballroom  - UTA 


Gourd  Dance  2:00  - 5:00 
Dinner  Break  5:00-6:00 
Grand  Entry  6:30 
Intertribal  7:00  - 10:00 

Special  thanks  to  the  North  Texas  Veteran  Assoc,  for  presentation  of 
the  Colors. 

Arts  and  crafts  tables  available  for  a $20.00  fee:  Contact  Doe  Bohannon 
817-320-2716  or  NASA  817-273-2165  UTA 

All  proceeds  will  go  to  a scholarship  fund  for  the  Native  American 
Students  of  UTA,  1006  recipient  will  be  announced  at  the  pow  wow. 

NASA 

PO  Box  19348-73 

Arlington  TX  76019 

817-273-2965  ext  9073 

nasa@utarlg.uta.edu  talley@netcom . com 


Date:  Fri,  16  Aug  1996  11:16:32 

From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : Wordcraft  Circle  - Maryland 

WORDCRAFT  CIRCLE  OF  NATIVE  WRITERS  & STORYTELLERS 

AND 

WESTERN  MARYLAND  COLLEGE'S  CROSS  CULTURAL  STUDIES  PROGRAM 
Presents . . . 

NATIVE  AMERICANS  BRIDGING  GENERATIONS  THROUGH  WRITING,  FILMS,  PLAYS 
AND  STORIES 

A community  core  Educational  Conference 
Friday  Noon  to  Saturday  Afternoon 

Oct.  25-26,  1996 
Western  Maryland  College 
Westminster,  Maryland 

Intensive  Writing  Workshops  led  by... 

Charles  Brashear,  (Cherokee),  Ph.D.,  Creative  Writing, 

U.  of  Denver,  Boulder,  CO,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Creative  Writing, 

San  Diego  State  U.,  Recent  Publications:  Contemporary 

Insanities  (MacDonald  & Reinecke,  1990J  The  Invasion  of  Alcatraz  in 

(Callaloo) , 1994 

Lee  Francis,  (Laguna  Pueblo)  Ph.D.,  Higher  Education  and  Social 
Change,  Western  Institute  for  Social  Research,  Berkeley,  CA.  A 
respected  educator  and  author,  he  is  the  National  Director  of 
Wordcraft  Circle  of  Native  writers  and  author  of:  Native  Time:  An 
Historical  Timetable  of  Native  America. 

Rayna  Green,  (Cherokee),  Ph.D.,  is  the  Director  of  the  American 
Indian  Program  of  the  National  Museum  of  American  History  (Smithsonian 
Institute).  Her  work  in  audio  and  video  include:  "We  are  Here:  500 
Years  of  Pueblo  Resistance"  and  "American  Indian  History  on  Radio". 

Suzanne  Rancourt  (Abenaki),  MFA,  Vermont  College  of  Norwich  U., 
graduate  student  in  Educational  Psychology,  Syracuse  U.  of  New  York. 
She  is  a poet,  songwriter,  singer  and  painter.  Her  poetry  has  been 
published  in  Sun  Tracks,  Callaloo,  Tamaqua,  Albany  Review. 

...and  many  more  established  and  emerging  writers,  film  makers,  and 
storytellers . 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Rosemary  McCombs  Maxey  or  Philosophy  & Religious  Studies  Dept. 
Regional  Coordinator  Western  Maryland  College 

24  New  Windsor  Rd.  (410)857-2560  or  857-2460 

Westminister,  MD  21157 
(410)857-4541 

John  Berry 


Date:  15  Aug  96  16:30:40  GMT 

From:  labowman@wesnet.com  (Lisa  Bowman) 

Sub j : CLOTHING  DRIVE  FUNDS  NEEDED 


Newsgroups:  alt. native 


The  Miami  Valley  Council  for  Native  Americans 
is  now  holding  its 

4th  annual  Children's  Clothing  and  School  Supply  Drive. 

Winter  clothing,  sizes  infant  to  14,  and  school  supplies  are  needed. 

CASH  DONATIONS  are  sorely  needed  to  pay  for  shipping  donations 
to  Standing  Rock  and  Cheyenne  River  Reservations  in  the  Dakotas. 

For  more  information  contact  labowman@wesnet.com  or  send  donations  to  the 
MVCNA  at  P.O.  Box  3203  N.  Main  St.  Dayton  OH  45405  (513)275-8599 

Donations  are  GREATLY  appreciated  and  tax  deductible.  Drive  ends  Aug.  31. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Mohawk  Nation  Office  at  Kahnawake,  Ann  Stewart,  North  American  Spirit  Lodge, 
lanet  Smith,  Ishgooda,  Debra  Sanders,  Cindi  Page,  Iordan  S.  Dill, 

Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr.,  Gaines  Dohnson  via  Harry  S.  Pariser(Call  for  Help), 

Rod  Whited  via  Mike  (NASL),  Mike  Thee,  Pat  L Talley,  Bernadette  Chato, 

Rose  Edwards  (Press  Release) 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

- — "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  22  August  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Date:  Tue,  20  Aug  1996  12:55:53  -0400 

From:  ecrowley@ci. Shrewsbury. ma. us  (Edward  Crowley) 

Sub j : Chaubunnagungamaug  Nipmuck  Pow-Wow  (7-8  Sept.,  Oxford,  MA) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Chaubunnagungamaug  Nipmuck  16th  Annual  POW-WOW 

Sat.  & Sun. 

Sept  7 & 8,  1996 
11:00  A.M.  to  6:00  P.M. 

Rain  or  Shine! 

Held  at  the  Greenbriar  Recreational  Center 
Rte  12 

Oxford,  Mass 

Grounds  open  to  the  public  11am  to  6pm  daily 
Admission:  $.99,  under  12  $.50 
For  information  call  (508)  865-9828 
Ask  for  Loving  One 

* Naming  ceremony 

* Authentic  Dancing 

* Door  Prizes 

* Cold  drinks,  coffee,  burgers  & 'dogs 

* Tee-Pee  display,  weather  permitting 

* Souvenirs 

* Hand-made  crafts 


* Chanting  & drumming 

From  the  north  - 290  south  to  395  south,  exit  at  N.  Oxford 
From  the  south  - 395  north  to  Oxford  exit,  12  north  to  powwow 
exit  5 - Depot  Road 

I will  be  there  so  stop  and  say  hello.  Hope  to  see  you  there. 

Tell  them  you  saw  this  on  the  'net'. 

Wanishi, 

Black  Wolf 

/\_/\ 

((0  0)) 

+ oOO \o/ OOo + 

+ Edward  (Black  Wolf)  Crowley  Hr.  Shrewsbury  Electric  Light  + 

+ PC/Lan  Manager  100  Maple  Ave.  + 

+ Telephone:  (508)845-4850  Shrewsbury  Ma.  01545  + 

+ Internet:  ecrowley@ci . Shrewsbury . ma . us  + 

GENERIC  DISCLAIMER 
Any  statements  and  or  views  are  my  own  and  not  that  of 
Shrewsbury  Electric  Light  or  the  Town  of  Shrewsbury. 


Date:  Fri,  16  Aug  1996  22:22:59  -0700 

From:  cmilda@goodnet.com  (Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)) 

Sub j : Native  American  Student  Networking 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NATIVE  AMERICAN 
STUDENT 
NETWORKING 

THURSDAY,  AUGUST  29 
2-5  PM 

STUDENT  UNION,  RINCON  ROOM 

2:00  Introduction  and  welcome 
2:30  Presentation  on  Native  American  Programs 
3:15  "Surviving  at  The  University  of  Arizona" 
student  and  Faculty  Panel 
4:15  Browsing  session  with  the  information  table 
from  Tucson  Indian  Community  (IHS,  Tucson 
Indian  Ctr.  etc... and  campus  service 
Organization) 

5:00  Door  Prizes  ! ! 

5:30  Back  to  school  Picnic  at  Himmel  Park  (Food 

will  be  provided.  Families  are  welcome  !!) 

This  gathering  is  for  all  undergraduate,  graduate  and  pro- 
fessional students  and  Native  American  Faculty  and  Staff.  If 
you  have  any  questions  or  need  further  information,  please 
call  the  Native  American  Resource  Center  at  (520)621-3835  or 
the  American  Indian  Graduate  Center  at  (520)  621-7989. 

FREE  REFRESHMENTS!!  FREE  REFRESHMENTS!!  FREE  REFRESHMENTS!! 

- "RE:  Sacred  Sites  at  Risk"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Aug  1996  11:29:43  -0500 
From:  mthee@execpc.com  (Mike  Thee) 

Sub j : sacred  sites  at  risk! 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


ACTION  ALERT****ACTION  ALERT****ACTION  ALERT**** 


SACRED  SITES  AT  RISK! !!!!!! 

TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN 

FROM:  MEDICINE  WHEEL  ALLIANCE 
NICOL  PRICE,  COORDINATOR 

RE:  TWO  ISSUES:  (1)  THE  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  MANAGEMENT  PLAN  FOR 
THE  MEDICINE  WHEEL  NATIONAL  HISTORIC  LANDMARK  AND  VICINITY;  AND 
(2)  THE  RESTRUCTURING  OF  THE  ADVISORY  COUNCIL  ON  HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION. 

MEDICINE  WHEEL/MEDICINE  MOUNTAIN 

The  seven  signatory  parties  have  finally  put  together  a management  plan 
that  will  encompass  20,000  acres  of  medicine  mountain  and  this  document  is 
now  out  for  review  and  there  is  a 30  day  comment  period  under  the  NEPA 
process.  People  need  to  request  there  copies  of  the  HPP  and  Draft  EA  from 
the  Big  Horn  Forest  Service,  1969  S.  Sheridan  Ave.,  Sheridan,  WY  28201  or 
Call  (307)672-0751.  We  are  being  told  the  comment  period  will  end 
September  9th. 

Basically  the  document  is  sound  and  it  will  allow  us  to  walk  hand  in  hand 
into  the  future  with  the  forest  service  on  management  of  this  very 
important  sacred  site  an  area.  It's  a working  document  and  will  need  a lot 
of  refining  to  make  it  a better  one.  If  you  or  anyone  else  has  questions 
on  the  document  they  could  also  call  the  Alliance  for  more  in-depth 
information.  There  are  only  two  areas  of  concern  in  the  document  now;  one 
is  under  recreation  and  the  mention  of  a new  fence.  We  oppose  any  new 
fence  which  would  encompass  more  area  than  what  is  already  behind  barbwire 
and  believe  this  should  be  a separate  EA  process  and  want  the  Alliance's 
submitted  version  of  forest  service  to  do  business  as  usual  after 
consultation . 

RESTRUCTURING  OF  THE  ADVISORY  COUNCIL  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  STAFF 
AND  EASTERN  AND  WESTERN  OFFICES. 

Anyone  who  deals  with  the  Historic  Preservation  Act  and  the  Section  108 
process  needs  to  be  concerned  about  what  is  happening  to  the  Ad  Council 
since  the  budget  cuts.  A very  ugly  plan  to  consolidate  the  power  of  the  Ad 
Council  with  one  man  in  DC  and  to  leave  it  up  to  him  to  make  ALL  DECISIONS 
IN  WASHINGTON  DC  THAT  EFFECT  CULTURAL  RESOURCES  OR  TRADITIONAL  CULTURAL 
PROPERTIES  IS  NOW  BEING  DISCUSSED. 

The  western  office  of  Review  in  Denver  would  be  taken  out  of  the  decision- 
making process  and  we  feel  probably  done  away  with  in  the  near  future  and 
so  all  decisions  on  cultural  resources  and  the  Section  106  process  would 
be  made  by  a handful  of  men  in  Washington  DC.  Voice  your  concerns  over 
this  and  the  West  losing  our  decision-making  power  to  Belt  Way  staff 
personnel.  Voice  your  support  for  the  Western  Office  of  Review.  The 
Western  Office  remaining  the  decision  maker  for  cultural  resources  in  the 
west  and  for  stronger  support  of  budget  monies  and  authority  in  the  West. 

I cannot  stress  enough  what  this  restructuring  would  do  to  the  important 
issues  that  people  in  the  West  must  address.  There  would  be  no  voice  for 
the  people  in  the  west. 

You  need  to,  before  August  26,  call  or  write  one  of  these  people  and  voice 
your  concerns  about  losing  your  voice  in  the  west  and  decisions  being  made 
outside  of  our  area.  The  Western  Office  of  Review  should  be  supported  both 
in  personnel  and  budget  at  a higher  degree  then  the  Eastern  or  DC  office. 

Ask  for  this  support.  Make  the  phone  calls!  It  will  have  an  affect. 

Call: 

lames  Huhta,  Board  Member  of  Ad  Council 
Middle  Tennessee  State  University 
P.0.  Box  80 

Murfreesboro,  TN  37132 
(615)  898-2947 

Kathy  Slater,  Chairperson  Ad  Council 
Arkansas  Historic  Preservation  Program 


Major  Emanuel  Cleaver  II 
Mayor  of  Kansas  City 
Kansas  City,  MO  64106-2778 
(816)  274-2595 


Governor  Roy  Romer 
136  State  Capitol 


323  Center  St.  Suite  1500 
Little  Rock,  AR  72201 
(501)  324-9880 


Denver,  CO  80203 
(303)  866-2471 


For  more  information,  please  contact  Nicol  Price,  Coordinator  of  the  Medicine 
Wheel  Alliance  at  406-348-2079  or  Mike  Thee  at  Honor  Our  Neighbors  Origins 
and  Rights  (HONOR)  at  414-963-1324  or  by  e-mail  at  mthee@earth.execpc.com 

"RE : American  Indians  with  Disabilities"  

Date:  Sun,  18  Aug  1996  19:54:46  -0700 
From:  talley@netcom.com  (Pat  L Talley) 

Sub j : TX  Am  Indians  w Disabilities  Needed 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

American  Indians  with  Disabilities  Needed 

Purpose 

The  purpose  of  our  study  is  to  better  understand  the  needs  and  interests 
of  American  Indians  who  have  disabilities  (for  example:  diabetes,  heart 
trouble,  arthritis,  and  so  on)  and  who  live  in  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  and 
Houston  metro-areas. 

History  of  the  Project 

The  survey  has  been  developed  with  the  involvement  of  Indian 
organizations  and  Indian  people  who  have  disabilities.  Meetings  were 
held  in  Texas  where  the  most  important  issues  identified  by  the  people 
attending  were  put  into  a questionnaire. 

Procedure 

You  are  being  asked  to  respond  to  the  questionnaire  in  an  interview 
that  should  take  approximately  two  hours.  You  will  receive  $20  in 
appreciation  for  your  time.  You  will  be  asked  to  answer  several 
questions  about  yourself,  and  to  identify  problems  you  may  have  related 
to  your  disability.  You  will  not  be  identified  in  any  way  in  any  reports 
that  discuss  the  results  of  this  study.  Your  answers  will  also  be  kept 
confidential;  the  interviewer  has  been  instructed  not  to,  under  any 
circumstances,  discuss  your  answers  with  any  other  person.  If  there  are 
any  questions  you  do  not  want  to  answer,  you  may  refuse  to  answer  them. 

You  may  also  end  the  interview  before  it  is  completed  it  you  wish. 

Benefits 

As  a result  of  your  participation  in  this  interview,  service  providers 
in  Dallas-Ft  Worth  and  Houston,  Texas  will  have  a better  understanding  of 
the  needs  and  interests  of  American  Indians  who  have  disabilities.  You 
will  also  have  the  opportunity  to  attend  a public  meeting  where  the 
results  of  our  study  will  be  presented  and  your  questions  answered.  Your 
recommendations  for  an  improved  service  delivery  system  in  Dallas-Ft 
Worth  and  Houston  can  also  be  presented  at  that  time  and  will  become  a 
part  of  our  final  report. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Dallas-Ft  Worth: 

3oe  Bohanon 
(Choctaw) 

140  Cobblestone  Row 
Denton,  TX  76207 
817-320-2716 

Houston : 

Virginia  Ferrell 
(Choctaw) 

PO  Box  720031 
Houston  TX  77272 


713-695-8036 


Robert  M Schacht,  Ph  D 
American  Indian  Rehabilitation 
Research  and  Training  Center 
PO  Box  5630 

Flagstaff,  AZ  86011-5630 

800-553-0714  talley@netcom.com 

"RE : Keweenaw  Bay  Update"  

Date:  Tue,  20  Aug  1996  01:15:35  -0400 
From:  baragarose@up . net  (Rose  Edwards) 

Sub j : Keweenaw  Bay  Update 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

FIGHT  FOR  3USTICE 
ASSININS,  MI  49908 

TEL  906-353-6836  FAX  906-353-6800 

PRESS  RELEASE  - FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

On  Thursday  August  16,  1996,  Father  John  Hascall,  O.F.M.  Cap.,  confirmed 
with  the  Keweenaw  Bay  Tribal  Police  that  a warrant  was  issued  thru  the 
Tribal  Prosecutor  Gregor  MacGregor  Ill's  office.  The  Tribal  Police  did  not 
discuss  the  particulars  of  the  warrant  with  Fr.  John,  saying  he  could  see 
the  warrant  when  they  arrest  him.  Tribal  Police  hinted  to  Fr.  John  through 
the  media  that  if  he  turned  himself  in,  it  would  avoid  a confrontation  on 
the  hill.  When  Fr.  John  called  the  Tribal  Police  they  hastily  read  some 
of  the  counts.  From  other  sources,  Fr.  Dohn  has  learned  there  are  nine 
counts  on  the  warrant  which  alleges  that  Fr  John  committed  conspiracy, 
injury  to  trees,  cutting  trees  without  a permit,  obstructing  justice, 
trespassing,  illegal  entry  of  land;  these  are  the  only  charges  that  Fr. 
John  can  find  out  about. 

Fight  For  Dustice  wants  to  emphasize  that  Fr.  John  Hascall  has  in  no  way 
conspired  with  Fight  For  Dustice  in  any  way  in  the  take  over  of  the  Tribal 
Center  building  or  any  of  the  subsequent  actions  of  Fight  For  Dustice.  Fr. 
Dohn  Hascall  has  only  provided  needed  spiritual  advice  and  sanctuary  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  to  individuals  fighting  for  their  basic  human 
civil  rights. 

Fr.  Dohn  Hascall  is  a member  of  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  band  of  Chippewa 
Indians.  He  has  stated  that,  "sanctuary  is  a right,  not  a privilege  and 
that  it  is  his  duty  as  a priest  to  provide  the  protection  under  a law 
older  than  most  others.  I always  stand  for  people  and  justice.  I'm  always 
going  to  be  there.  It's  the  teaching  of  the  Church." 

Fr.  Dohn  has  also  stated  that,  "the  bond  provisions  are  a violation  of 
the  Religious  Freedom  Act."  Members  of  Fight  For  Dustice  who  have  been 
arrested  have  been  extorted  by  excessive  high  cash  bonds,  (whereas  Tribal 
Chairman  Fred  Dakota's  grandson  & nephew  of  Chief  Tribal  Dudge  Brad 
Dakota,  is  released  on  a personal  recognizance  bond  for  Grand  larceny)  and 
forbidden  to  attend  mass  and  Native  American  spiritual  ceremonies,  which 
is  also  a violation  of  the  Native  American  Religious  Freedom  Act.  One  such 
individual  is  Dudy  Smith,  Great  Granddaughter  of  Chief  Sitting  Bull  of  the 
Sioux  Nation  and  a Keweenaw  Bay  tribal  member.  Dudy  has  been  sitting  in 
Marquette  Co.  jail  since  August  11,  1996  because  she  will  not  agree  to 
the  provisions  of  the  bond  forbidding  her  from  attending  church  and 
spiritual  ceremonies. 

Fr.  Dohn  said,  "many  of  his  parishioners  are  afraid  to  come  to  mass  and 
attend  native  ceremonies  fearing  they  will  be  fired  from  their  tribal 
jobs . " 

Fight  For  Dustice  would  like  to  thank  Fr.  Dohn  and  the  Church  for  not 
caving  into  pressure  from  the  bogus  tribal  council  and  the  tribal 
chairman,  who  is  presently  awaiting  trial  for  federal  charges  of 
conspiracy,  tax  evasion  and  the  taking  of  illegal  kickbacks,  in  offering 
sanctuary  to  individuals  who  are  fighting  the  corrupt  tribal  government  of 


the  Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community. 

The  tribal  government  is  being  aided  in  carrying  out  the  atrocities 
against  members  of  the  tribal  community  by  a non-Indian  Public  Relations 
Specialist,  Rich  Rossway  , a non-Indian  Judge,  Douglas  B.  Gurski  and  also 
a non-Indian  tribal  prosecutors  office  issuing  trumped  up  charges  for 
political  reasons. 

For  More  information  on  the  struggle  of  Fight  For  Justice  visit  Internet 
site  http://www.up.net/~rose/native/native.html 

To  protest  the  housing  of  political  prisoners,  call  Marquette  county  jai 
at  906-228-6980. 

"RE:  Native  Radio  Producers/Reporters"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Aug  1996  12:32:35  -0600 
From:  chato@unm.edu  (Bernadette  Chato) 

Sub j : Native  radio  producers/reporters  needed 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

ATTENTION  --  *Native  America  Calling*  is  recruiting  native  radio 
producers  and  reporters;  all  levels  of  experience.  If  you  know  of 
someone,  please  pass  along  this  information.  They  don't  have  to  work 
at  an  AIROS-affiliated  radio  station.  Thanks! 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

Contact:  Bernadette  Chato  505-277-5354  chato@unm.edu 

IMPLEMENTING  FEATURES  INTO  ^NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING* 

Native  America  Calling  is  working  toward  incorporating 
features  into  its  daily  talk  show.  Since  NAC  is  an  innovative 
program  in  terms  of  indigenous  broadcasting,  it  now  wants  to 
take  an  active  role  in  the  nurturing  of  native  radio  producers. 

It's  envisioned  that  producers  at  AIROS-affiliated  stations  will 
produce  short  features  and  that  these  features  will  be 
incorporated  into  NAC's  daily  discussions. 

There  is  currently  a shortage  of  native  producers  and 
reporters.  The  NAC  Features  Producer  will  work  with  interested 
personnel  and  volunteers  at  each  of  the  AIROS-affiliated 
stations  to  assist  them  in  developing  their  production  skills. 

By  encouraging  the  development  of  native  producers  and 
reporters  and  providing  a forum  for  their  work,  NAC  will  allow 
native  people  to  present  their  communities  to  a larger  listening 
audience.  In  turn  NAC  listeners  will  be  able  to  get  a better 
understanding  of  native  communities. 

Native  America  Calling  celebrated  its  one-year  anniversary 
Dune  5,  1996.  The  program,  billed  as  the  nation's  first 
"electronic  talking  circle,"  uses  its  call-in  format  to  engage 
listeners  into  conversations  with  experts  and  noted  guests  about 
issues  of  the  day.  NAC  airs  live  each  weekday  at  1 p.m.  Eastern 
Time.  The  program  is  distributed  on  a national  basis  via  the 
Public  Radio  Satellite  System  by  the  American  Indian  Radio  on 
Satellite  Network  (AIROS). 

NAC  is  a production  of  Native  American  Public 
Telecommunications,  Inc.  Offices  for  Native  America  Calling  are 
located  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  The  program  is  produced  at 
the  studios  of  KUNM  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico.  The 
Features  Producer  for  Native  America  Calling  can  be  reached  at 
505-277-5354  or  by  fax  at  505-277-4286.  Address  correspondence 
to  PO  Box  40164,  Albuquerque,  NM  87196,  or  e-mail  to 
chato@unm.edu. 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING  GUIDELINES  FOR  FEATURES 

Native  America  Calling  is  a weekday  hour-long  talk  show 
produced  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  The  program  is  distributed 
on  the  Public  Radio  Satellite  System  by  the  American  Indian 


Radio  on  Satellite  Network  (AIROS).  Native  America  Calling  is 
heard  on  twenty-two  public  radio  stations,  mostly  in  western 
states  and  Alaska.  It  is  designed  as  a live  call-in  show 
discussing  issues  of  the  day. 

Native  America  Calling  solicits  features  for  its  daily 
program.  Preference  is  given  to  native  reporters.  Features  must 
be  culturally  sensitive  and  accurate. 

-All  work  produced  for  Native  America  Calling  is  to  be  done 
under  the  supervision  and  guidance  of  the  NAC  Features 
Producer. 

-Produced  features  are  to  be  three  to  four  minutes  in 
length,  plus  a lead  for  NAC  host  to  read. 

-Independent  reporters  are  paid  a flat  fee,  based  on 
experience,  for  produced  features. 

-Reporters,  under  special  arrangement  with  Features 
Producer,  that  submit  raw  tape  of  interviews  are  paid  by 
the  hour.  Payment  is  made  after  work  is  received. 

-Native  America  Calling  does  not  pay  for  travel  expenses  or 
other  expenses  incurred  during  the  production  of  a feature. 

-Reporters  are  not  paid  residuals  for  additional  use  of 
their  work. 

-Native  America  Calling  will  not  pay  for  features  that  are 
unsolicited  or  not  approved. 

SUBMITTING  A REPORT 

-All  reports  accepted  by  NAC  are  either  assigned  or  approved  by 
the  Features  Producer,  although  you  are  welcome  to  pitch  a topic 
for  a feature.  Call  the  Features  Producer  and  have  a focus 
statement  prepared. 

-The  Features  Producer  will  specify  the  subject  and  scope  of  the 
feature,  the  deadline  for  submission,  and  what  delivery  service 
is  to  be  used  upon  completion  of  feature. 

EDITS 

-Every  submission  must  go  through  a phone  edit  with  the  Features 
Producer  before  the  report  is  aired.  The  script  must  be  faxed  to 
NAC  prior  to  the  edit;  fax  to  505-277-4286.  For  the  edit,  be 
prepared  to  read  your  narration  and  to  play  actualities  and 
sound  elements  over  the  phone. 

SOUND  QUALITY 

All  reports  submitted  to  NAC  must  be  of  broadcast  quality. 

-Record  levels:  Set  to  0 dB;  okay  if  occasionally  peaks  in 
the  "red." 

-Mike  placement:  Mike  should  be  placed  two  to  six  inches 
from  the  mouth,  angled  between  the  chin  and  the  mouth. 

-Ambient  sound:  Always  record  a minimum  of  two  minutes  of 
ambient  sound  each  time  you  record.  This  can  help  when  it 
comes  to  editing  and  mixing. 

-Intrusive  sound:  Avoid  intrusive  sounds  (traffic,  phone 
ringing,  baby  crying,  etc.)  when  recording  an  interview  or 
recording  elements  for  your  report. 

NARRATION 

-Read  your  script  in  a relaxed,  conversational  style  with  no 
stumbles . 

-When  writing  your  script,  avoid  the  word  "Indian."  Instead  use 
"native,"  "Native  American,"  or  "indigenous."  Keep  in  mind, 
though,  that  Native  Americans  are  diverse;  not  just  one  group. 
Therefore  we  prefer  you  use  tribal  names. 

CONTENT 

-It's  important  to  have  native  voices  when  covering  native 
issues.  Keep  in  mind  our  target  audience  is  native  and 
predominately  rural. 


-It's  essential  for  your  report  to  be  about  people  and  what 
they're  doing.  We  want  human  interest  stories  with  texture. 
Remember  NAC  is  a talk  show.  Therefore  your  feature  should 
not  be  just  talk;  rather,  tell  a story  using  descriptive 
narrative  and  sound. 

SIGN  OFF 

"For  Native  America  Calling,  I'm  (name)  in  (place)." 

TECHNICAL  CONSIDERATIONS 

-Use  a hand-held  microphone.  Omnidirectional  is  preferred;  it 
will  pick  up  more  ambient  sound  than  a unidirectional  mic.  If 
you  want  to  cut  down  background  sound,  try  using  a cardiod 
microphone,  but  keep  in  mind  that  moving  the  mic  between  two 
people  may  give  you  inconsistent  levels.  The  pickup  pattern  on  a 
cardiod  is  different  than  an  omni  which  will  pickup  in  all 
directions . 

-Use  good  recording  tape: 

-In  the  field,  use  chrome  cassettes  that  are  60  to  90 
minutes  in  length.  If  reusing  tape,  make  sure  you  bulk 
erase  it  first. 

-Reel-to-reel  tape  use  1.5  mil  at  15  ips  (preferred)  or  7.5 
ips  is  acceptable.  DAT  permissible  instead  of  reel-to-reel. 
-Make  sure  cables  are  in  good  shape  and  are  making  good 
connections.  Connectors  should  be  clean. 

-Remember--Always  do  a test  before  you  begin  recording  and  check 
your  levels. 

FINAL  PRODUCT 

-If  you  wish,  you  may  mix  your  piece  (which  we  encourage)  or  we 
can  do  it.  However,  when  sending  your  feature  you  must  include 
all  tracks,  whether  or  not  you  submit  a mixed  version.  Include 
test  tone  at  the  beginning.  All  elements  can  be  on  one  reel 
(separated  by  1.5-2  feet  of  leader)  or  DAT,  in  this  order: 

1.  Narration  tracks  in  order  and  separated  by  leader  (if 
reel) . 

2.  Actuality  cuts  in  order  and  separated  by  leader  (if  reel). 

3.  Sound  FX  or  music  in  order  and  separated  by  leader  (if 
reel) . 

4.  Ambient  sound  in  order  and  separated  by  leader  (if  reel). 
-You  must  include  a typed  script  with  clear  instructions  so  we 
can  do  the  mix;  instructions  on  the  left,  audio  on  the  right. 

MAILING 

-NAC  prefers  you  to  mail  your  submission  by  general  U.S.  mail. 

If  necessary,  we  will  ask  you  to  send  it  by  Federal  Express. 

Mail  costs  are  reimbursable  when  approved  by  the  Features 
Producer.  Address  submissions  to: 

The  University  of  New  Mexico 
c/o  KUNM 

Native  America  Calling 
Oate  318 

Girard  & Campus  Blvds.  NE 
Albuquerque,  NM  87131 

-The  NAC  Features  Producer  will  provide  editorial  guidance.  NAC 
will  always  maintain  a professional  attitude  toward  your  work; 
however,  NAC  retains  editorial  control  over  any  report  aired  on 
its  program.  The  Features  Producer  can  be  reached  at  505-277- 
5354  weekdays.  Sorry  we  cannot  accept  collect  calls. 


Bernadette  Chato,  Features  Producer  Snail  Mail:  PO  Box  40164 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING  Albuquerque,  NM  87196 

The  Nation's  1st  Electronic  Talking  Circle  505-277-5354/FAX  505-277-4286 
Heard  on  public  radio  stations!  E-mail:  chato@unm.edu 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Taino-L,  NativeLit-L,  AisesNet, 
Minn-Ind  & NATIVE-L  listservers;  UUCP  & genie  email; 
Newsgroups : ape . indig. info , soc .culture . native, alt . native 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Your  God  seems  to  us  to  be  partial.  He  came  to  the  white  man. 

We  never  saw  Him;  never  even  heard  his  voice;  He  gave  the 
white  man  laws,  but  He  had  no  word  for  His  red  children  whose 
teeming  millions  filled  this  vast  continent  as  the  stars 
fill  the  firmament..." 

Chief  Seattle,  Nee-Mee-Poo 

+_  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe,  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  j 
| of  the  Republic  \ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Longtime  readers  of  Wotanging  Ikche  may  recall  almost  exactly  two  years  ago 
when  my  wife.  Evening  Star,  posted  a digest  of  an  article  she  found  in  the 
August  24,  1994  issue  of  _Indian  Country  Today_,  telling  of  a U.S.  General 
Accounting  Office  study  that  estimated  roughly  one  quarter  of  all  Native 
American  women  of  childbearing  age  were  sterilized  between  1973  and  1976. 

The  horror  of  that  story,  of  the  tales  of  fear  and  manipulation  told  to  Dr. 
Constance  Redbird  Uri,  a Choctaw-Cherokee  physician  who  interviewed  some 
of  victims,  remained  with  us,  along  with  the  fear  that  it  might  still  be 
happening,  albeit  more  covertly. 

Recently  we  found  that  a neighbor  in  our  community  and  a 
physician/teacher  at  a well  known  known  university  was  Cherokee  from  the 
Qualla  Boundary.  While  chatting  with  him  about  Native  affairs  over  the 
years,  we  recounted  the  story  to  him.  He  was  outraged,  and  vowed  to 
investigate  the  story,  and  if  it  were  true,  to  bring  those  responsible  to 
account  for  their  actions,  and  to  insure  this  never  again  be  tolerated. 

He's  consulted  attorneys  and  he's  prepared  to  do  battle  for  the  women  of 
all  Native  People.  But  he  needs  help  --  not  with  money,  he  has  pledged 
his  resources  to  this  fight,  but  with  information. 

In  order  to  pursue  his  case,  he  must  have  victims,  many  victims,  willing 
to  testify  about  what  was  done  to  them.  We  know  this  is  a painful  story  to 
tell,  one  that  will  be  hard  to  tell  to  a stranger,  and  especially  a 
strange  man.  The  doctor's  not  online,  but  we  are.  Evening  Star  has 
agreed  to  act  as  a go-between  for  initial  contact  between  the  doctor  and 
any  victims.  Ultimately,  yes,  any  who  come  forward  will  have  to  tell 
their  stories,  probably  in  public  and  embarrassing  circumstances.  A woman 
who  would  risk  this  for  her  sisters  and  their  children  is  a warrior  for 
her  people.  Have  we  warriors  out  there?  Warriors  who  have  suffered  but 
who  are  willing  to  stand  and  say  "no  more!"  Write  to  Evening  Star  at 
jans@genie.com  and  tell  her  your  story.  She  will  protect  your  identity 
until  you  feel  secure  and  certain  you  want  to  go  forward. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Indian  Lawyer 

- Leonard  for  President 

- Cherokee  Court  Rules  Against  Nepotism 

- SDN:  The  Truth  About  S.  1973 

- Shades  of  Mother  Earth 

- Who  Really  Loves  Man  Named  Columbus 

- No  Need  for  Confusion 

- Return  to  the  Old  Ways 

- Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 

- EPA  Dob  in  Seattle  for  Elders 

- New  Extension  Courses 

- Poem:  Morning  Water 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Indian  Lawyer"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Aug  1996  10:45:49  -0500  (CDT) 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Tiller's  Guide 

- Crazy  Horse  Defense  Project 

- Dutch  Innu  Campaign  96 

- Leech  Lake  Update 

- FAN:  4th  Day  Interfor  Blockade 

- Oneidas  and  the  Birth  of  America 
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From:  mary  dog  soldier  <zzdogs@acc.wuacc.edu> 

Sub j : Indian  Lawyer 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 

After  absence  from  the  net  for  a summer,  I find  myself  on  a similar  topic 
from  spring!  While  everyone  else  doubtless  has  moved  on!  Apologies. 

A portion  of  my  summer  was  spent  in  South  Dakota  in  relation  to  the  the 
prison  system  and  the  rez.  My  experiences  cause  more  reflection 
on  Dames  Welch's  Indian  Lawyer.  In  particular,  I conclude  he  has 
stereotyped  Native  American  character  in  the  Montana  prison  system:  among 
those  who  get  brief  mention  are  Paco  Morsette,  spiritual  leader  who  saves 
lack  from  rape;  the  "Indians"  Old  Bull  and  Walker  who  beat  lack  and  stab 
him  in  the  library,  and  manage  to  get  a gun  inside  of  the  prison;  and 
Fitzgerald- -who  uses  some  magic  to  seduce  Peters  and  help  blackmail 
Sylvester.  All  in  all,  except  for  Paco  who  is  mentioned  briefly. 

Native  Americans  in  prisons  come  off  as  rough  and  violent,  abusive  in 
power  and  control.  Any  uninformed  person  of  any  race 
could  have  drawn  these  characters--the  token  spiritual  leader,  and 
"the  Indians"  who  insure  prison  life  is  hell  for  lack. 

Flere  are  three  recent  real  life  cases  that  make  me  wonder  why  Dames  Welch, 
who  served  on  the  Montana  State  Board  of  Pardons  and  so  had  access  to  the 
life  stories  of  Native  Americans  in  prison,  chose  to  reduce  Native 
Americans  in  prisons  to  stereotypes. 

Case  1:  Late  this  spring,  a Native  American  in  Administrative  Segregation 
(restricted  to  his  cell  22  hours  a day)  was  sprayed  with  chemicals, 
beaten,  and  shot  with  rubber  pellets  during  a confrontation  with  a 
"disturbance  control  team"  in  a restricted  exercise  area.  (The  inmate 
had  been  charge  in  a 1993  prison  riot.)  It  was  reported  that  the  inmate  had 
been  drunk- -with  a blood  alcohol  level  of  .215.  These  questions  were  not 
asked  in  the  newspaper:  Flow  does  an  inmate  under  close  confinement  gain 
access  to  alcohol?  Was  he  set  up?  Was  the  inmate  taunted  before  the 
confrontation?  Why  have  family  members  (including  a respected  elder 
I have  met  who  runs  traditional  sweats  in  the  Dakotas)  been  refused  access 
to  this  inmate  since  1993? 

Case  2:  In  the  early  winter  of  1994,  a Native  American  inmate  was 
transferred  to  the  main  prison.  While  this  man's  criminal  record  is 
filled  with  third  degree  burglary  charges  (he  chose  prison  to 
homelessness),  he  fought  with  someone  in  a minimum-security  prison  and, 
as  could  be  predicted  by  anyone  who  know  the  Lakota  traditionals, 
refused  to  say  if  it  was  in  self-defense  as  a result  of  gang  rape.  At  the 
main  prison,  he  quickly  feared  a riot  would  be  pinned  on  him  because  of  an 
upside  down  American  flag  on  his  watchband  and  on  a painting  drawn  for  him 
by  another  inmate. 

Late  this  spring.  News  from  Indian  Country  printed  an  article  on  increased 
tensions  in  the  prison  due  to  new,  restrictive  prison  policies  and 
substantiated  allegations  that  the  officials  were  creating  conditions  for  a 
riot:  Deanne  Koster,  director  of  the  South  Dakota  Peace  and  Dustice  Center 
(Watertown),  claimed  "the  main  thing  preventing  a riot  is  the  inmates' 
refusal  to  give  prison  officials  the  satisfaction  of  pushing  them  into 
violent  reactions."  Any  riot  would  doubtless  be  blamed  again  on  "the 
Indians,"  who  took  the  blame  for  the  last  two.  (And  in  one  they  were  blamed 
for  hanging  the  flag  upside  down  on  the  exterior  prison  walls.  [Remember 
those  old  Wagon  Train  movies  where  the  white  men  disguised  themselves  as 
Indians  and  used  bows  and  arrows  to  attack  the  train?  and  Thunderheart 
where  federal  agents  used  ARM  symbols  at  a murder  site  to  pin  the  murder  on 
ARM?]) 

Case  3:  Last  week  a Native  American  waiting  to  serve  a murder  sentence 
escaped  a jail  in  a South  Dakota  town.  The  family  who  spent  the  day  with 
him  was  arrested,  even  though  they  were  not  in  the  cell  during  the  escape 
and  the  jail  officials  themselves  had  left  the  cell  and  building  doors 
unlocked  (despite  the  mother's  questioning  them  hours  before  the  escape  as 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  lack  of  security) . The  family  believes  they  were  set 
up  so  the  entire  family  would  be  punished,  and  so  their  son's  sentence 
would  be  lengthened  and  his  confinement  increased  upon  transfer  to  the 


main  prison. 

The  point  of  these  recent  case  studies  is  to  suggest  that  prison  is  too 
often  a dangerous  place  for  Native  Americans,  and  their  victimization 
within  the  system  continues  to  be  as  great  as  outside  the  system.  If  a 
famous  Native  American  author  like  lames  Welch  does  not  present  us  with  a 
clear,  accurate  picture  of  what  Native  Americans  are  experiencing  in 
prison,  who  will? 

Some  of  you  readers  have  reported  that  your  white  students  have  enjoyed 
Indian  Lawyer  more  than  other  texts,  such  as  House  Made  of  Dawn  or  The 
Lone  Ranger  and  Tonto  Fist  Fight  In  Heaven.  Since  they  can  read  it  to 
feed  their  stereotypes  about  the  rare,  good,  assimilated  Native  American 
and  the  dangerous  "Indians"  who  should  be  imprisoned  and  who  will  be 
violent  and  prey  on  others  even  there,  I am  not  surprised. 

Mary  Dog  Soldier 

"RE : Leonard  for  President"  

Date:  Thu,  22  Aug  1996  20:40:50  GMT 
From:  swillett@hiwaay.net  (Nokwisa  Yona) 

Sub j : Leonard  for  President 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 
Greetings  All 

Due  to  frustration  with  the  potential  Presidential  candidates  and  the 
continuing  disregard  by  the  government  of  Leonard  Peltier's  plight,  as 
well  as  the  plight  of  the  Indigenous  Nations,  it  has  been  proposed  to 
and  concurred  by  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  that  Leonard  be 
considered  as  a write-in  Candidate  for  the  Presidency  of  the  United 
States.  His  running  mate  will  be  announced  at  a later  date. 

All  parties  currently  planning  on  casting  their  ballots  are  asked  to 
consider  this  write-in  candidate.  All  are  asked  to  forward  this  to  any 
and  all  lists,  organizations  and  personal  addresses.  Any  local 
activities  or  actions  to  bring  this  to  the  media  and  government  forefront 
will  be  appreciated.  For  those  with  Web  Pages  please  find  a spot  for 
"Leonard  for  President". 

Please  visit  the  LPDC  web  pages  for  current  or  background  information 

regarding  Leonard  Peltier. 

http://www.unicom.net/peltier/ 

Direct  correspondence  for  LPDC  to:  lpdc@idir.net 

Thank  you  for  your  continuing  support  of  Leonard  and  Native  issues. 

In  Spirit 
Nokwisa  Yona 

"RE;  Cherokee  Court  Rules  Against  Nepotism"  

Date:  Tue,  27  Aug  1996  10:11:51  +0000 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : Cherokee  Supreme  Court  Rules  in  Favor  of  Councilwoman 
Barbara  Starr  Scott 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 
TRIBAL  COURT  WON'T  ALLOW  EMPLOYEE'S  MOTHER  ON  COUNCIL 

by  Donna  Hale 
staff  writer 
Muskogee  Phoenix 

published  Friday  --August  23,  1996 

-Cherokee  High  Court  cites 
Tribe's  Nepotism  Law 

A mother  serving  on  the  Cherokee  Nation  Tribal  Council  while  her 


daughter  served  as  tribal  district  judge  would  violate  TRIBAL  LAW,  the 
Tribe's  highest  Court  ruled  Thursday.  (Aug. 22,  1996) 

Councilor  Barbara  Starr  Scott  had  asked  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal 
[Supreme  Court  of  the  Cherokee  Nation]  to  declare  that  if  Tina  Glory  of 
Tahlequah  were  appointed  to  fill  the  council  seat  vacated  by  the  death 
of  her  husband,  Mige,  that  her  daughter  Tina  Jordan  must  be  removed  as 
district  judge. 

Tribal  Law  prohibits  a person  related  in  the  first  degree  to  a council 
member  from  being  "employed  in  any  capacity  by  the  Cherokee  Nation,"  the 
ruling  said. 

The  high  Court  rejected  an  argument  by  tribal  attorney  Jim  Wilcoxen 
that  Jordan  could  be  "grandfathered  in"  or  that  because  that  she  wasn't 
a tribal  employee. 

The  tribal  NEPOTISM  LAW  doesn't  apply  just  to  council  members  but  to 
"ALL  PERSONS  HOLDING  ELECTIVE  OFFICE,  APPOINTIVE  OFFICE,  OR  EMPLOYED 
POSITIONS  WITH  THE  CHEROKEE  NATION."  the  ruling  said. 

Scott  also  had  sued  Principal  Chief  Joe  Byrd  and  Chief  of  Staff  George 
Thomas  because  they  had  refused  to  show  her  Jordan's  contract,  which  was 
supposed  to  have  bee  approved  by  the  council. 

The  ruling  said  the  court  was  "surprised"  that  CONTRACTS  SIGNED  BY  THE 
PRINCIPAL  CHIEF  HAD  NOT  BEEN  MADE  AVAILABLE  for  inspection  and  copying 
by  Council  members 

CONTRACT  A MATTER  OF  PUBLIC  RECORD,  CHEROKEE  COURT  RULES 

"How  are  council  members  to  verify  that  their  wishes  have  been 
fulfilled  if  they  are  denied  access  to  such  documents?"  the  ruling  asks. 

All  contracts  entered  into  by  the  Cherokee  Nation,  except  for 
"legitimate,  good  faith,  claim  of  privilege  (to  protect  trade  secrets)" 
are  available  to  anyone,  not  just  council  members,  the  ruling  said. 

Jordan's  contracts,  filed  with  the  court  just  before  its  hearing  in 
the  case,  were  made  a part  of  the  court  file  and  a matter  of  public 
record,  the  ruling  said. 

"It's  like  a breath  of  fresh  air  when  our  Constitution,  and  our 
laws  are  upheld,"  Scott  said.  "The  decision  reflects  that  we  have  three 
separate  and  distinct  branches  of  government  and  I think  they  can  take 
us  into  the  21st  Century  with  decisions  like  this." 

The  order  admonished  Wilcoxen  for  representing  "all  sides  in  this 
matter"  and  pulling  off  what  it  termed  a "trifecta"  by  representing  the 
executive  branch,  (Byrd),  judicial  branch  (Jordan)  and  legislative 
branch  by  representing  one  council  member  (Harold  DeMoss)  who  had  asked 
to  intervene  in  the  suit  at  the  same  time  another  council  member  (Scott) 
had  hired  private  counsel. 

The  ruling  said  the  court  had  informed  Wilcoxen  in  chambers  after 
the  Aug  15  court  hearing  that  his  "continued  attempts"  to  represent  the 
three  branches  "amounts  to  a conflict  of  interest  and  should  cease." 

The  ruling  gives  Wilcoxen  72  hours  to  report  to  the  court  in 
writing,  "precisely  what  steps  he  has  taken  to  purge  himself  of  the 
conflict . " 

Wilcoxen  said  his  situation  had  been  difficult.  "I  was  concerned 
about  the  situation",  he  said.  "But,  what  do  you  do?  I'm  the  (tribe's) 
general  counsel  and  there  was  a serious  dispute  between  the  legislative 
branch  and  the  judicial  branch." 

DeMoss  had  wanted  a ruling  as  to  whether  council  members  and  others 
were  employees  and,  if  so,  about  whether  they  were  entitled  to  health 
insurance  and  other  fringe  benefits. 

The  court  made  his  request  a separate  case  and  said  answers  to  his 
questions  might  be  in  Thursday's  ruling. 

That  ruling  said  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  council  and  the 
executive  branch  to  determine,  within  legal  limits,  what  benefits,  if 
any  are  available  to  differing  categories  of  employees.  But  the  tribe's 
health  insurer  might  argue  for  a narrower  definition  of  what  an  employee 
is  for  health  insurance  purposes  than  what  tribal  law  considers  as  an 
employee,  the  court  said. 


This  article  posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee 
newspaper,  THE  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER. 
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SOVEREIGN  DINEH  NATION  UPDATE  August  22,  1996 

A delegation  from  Big  Mountain  and  all  the  resisting  communities  just 
returned  from  San  Francisco.  The  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  Ninth  Circuit 
Court  was  attempting  to  hold  the  final  Mediation  meeting  for  a proposed 
Accommodation  Agreement,  75-year  lease  that  no  one  wants  in  San  Francisco, 
over  a thousand  miles  from  where  the  Dineh  resisters  live. 

Navajo  family  representatives  resisting  the  Agreement  were  given  no  notice 
for  this  meeting  and  were  provided  no  way  to  attend.  When  the  delegation 
met  with  David  E.  Lombardi,  3r.  Chief  Settlement  officer,  U.S.  Court  of 
Appeals  for  Ninth  Circuit  Court,  we  were  able  to  block  the  final  Mediation 
meeting.  At  the  meeting,  David  E.  Lombardi  said  that  a Mediation  meeting  at 
Rocky  Ridge  School  would  be  the  #1  priority  item  on  the  agenda  on  a 
tele-conference  call  on  August  29th  between  Ninth  Circuit  Court,  U.S. 
Department  of  Dustice,  Hopi  Tribe  and  Navajo  Nation.  We  have  asked  for  this 
Mediation  meeting  to  be  held  at  Rocky  Ridge  School.  This  is  where  we 
defeated  the  Agreement's  predecessor,  the  Agreement-In-Principle,  Dune,  1994 
by  a vote  of  250  against,  1 for. 

In  the  meanwhile,  when  it  is  well  known  that  the  Agreement  is  being 
disputed,  the  Senate  must  not  approve  passage  of  S.  1973  "The  Navajo-Hopi 
Land  Dispute  Settlement  Act  of  1996".  We  need  you  to  call  your  home  state 
Senators  and  Congresspeople  and  the  people  on  the  Target  list  that  follows. 
Tell  them  you  vote  and  pay  taxes  and  you  don't  want  your  tax  dollars  funding 
relocation.  Tell  them  NO  vote  on  S.  1973.  This  bill  if  passed  would  provide 
2.5  million  dollars  from  the  U.S.  government,  the  full  cost  of  lawsuits 
filed  by  the  Hopi  tribe.  This  would  give  the  Hopi  tribe  a monetary  reason 
to  coerce  signatures  from  all  eligible  head  of  households  by  whatever  means 
necessary,  offering  from  $118,000-$250,000.00  for  each  signature  obtained. 

This  bill  if  passed  would  seal  the  fate  for  the  Dineh  resisters,  giving 
title  to  their  land  to  the  Hopi  and  grant  a Congressional  stamp  of  approval 
prior  to  the  peoples  case  being  heard  by  Ninth  Circuit  Court.  The  Mediation 
is  not  over.  The  Dineh  resisters  are  waiting  to  overwhelmingly  reject  this 
Agreement  at  Rocky  Ridge.  The  Dineh  peoples'  Human,  Civil,  Religious  and 
Constitutional  rights  are  being  violated.  There  has  been  no  attempt  to  fix 
the  Agreement,  rather  the  U.S.  government  and  the  Hopi  tribe  are  trying  to 
railroad  passage  of  S.  1973  in  an  attempt  to  finish  the  relocation  of  the 
Dineh  people.  Dineh  resisters  are  being  told  that  if  they  do  not  accept 
this  Agreement  that  they  do  not  want  by  December  31,  1996  they  will  face 
forced  eviction. 

It  is  now  well-known  to  Ninth  Circuit  Court  that  the  Agreement  is  being 
disputed  by  everyone  affected.  Please  help  ensure  that  Congress  does  not 
repeat  the  travesty  of  justice  against  the  Dineh  people  perpetuated  in  1974 
when  they  passed  the  Relocation  Act  without  input  from  the  people  directly 
affected  and  without  a public  hearing. 

What  the  people  want  is  a chance  to  participate  in  a Congressional 
Oversight  hearing  in  Washington,  DC  that  investigates  S.  1973,  Public  Law 
93-531,  the  Relocation  Act  and  Peabody  Coal  Company.  Ninth  Circuit  Court 
and  Arizona  District  Court,  the  Court  they  want  to  remand  the  peoples'  case 
to  do  not  have  jurisdiction  to  fix  what  Congress  committed  as  a mistake  in 
the  first  place.  Over  the  years,  numerous  Senators  and  Congresspeople  have 
called  P.L.  93-531,  the  Relocation  Act  'a  great  mistake'. 

A delegation  of  Dineh  elders  and  residents  will  be  traveling  to  Washington, 
DC  early  September  to  lobby  Congress.  We  need  to  make  sure  that  there  is  NO 
vote  on  S.  1973  in  the  104th  Session  of  Congress.  We  have  no  lobbyists  and 
watchdogs  on  Capitol  hill.  Please  help  us  keep  the  pressure  on  the  Senate 


when  they  return  home  from  recess.  There  will  also  be  a special  session  at 
the  United  Nations  on  September  12th  concerning  human  rights  violations 
against  the  Dineh  people.  We  are  asking  the  United  Nations  to  cite  the  U.S. 
government  for  human  rights  violations  against  the  Dineh  people. 

Thank  you  for  your  support.  Check  out  our  home  page  for  more  information. 
http://www.primenet.com/~sdn/  Target  list  follows  The  Truth  About  S.  1973 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

THE  TRUTH  ABOUT  S.  1973 

Why  are  supporters  of  S.  1973  so  anxious  to  "settle"  the  Navajo-Hopi  issue 
at  this  time  ? 

On  March  11,  1996,  a federal  judge  ordered  the  cancellation  of  Peabody 
Coal's  mining  permit  to  operate  the  largest  strip  mine  in  North  America,  the 
Black  Mesa/Kayenta  mines.  In  this  landmark  ruling  (Docket  #DV  95-3PR),  the 
judge  pinpointed  the  cozy  relationship  between  the  mining  companies,  the 
tribal  councils,  the  OSM,  and  the  BIA,  and  the  complete  disregard  of  the 
human  and  environmental  rights  of  the  local  residents.  He  ruled  that  the 
mine  must  have  the  consent  of  the  local  residents  in  order  to  operate: 

"Here  the  consent  of  the  surface  holder  Native  Americans  on  their 
traditional  home  sites  must  be  had  as  a condition  precedent  to  issuing  a 
permit  or  engaging  in  surface  mining  activities.  Such  was  not  done  in  this 
case.  OSM  has  no  authority  to  adjudicate  the  property  rights  disputes,  and 
here  the  property  rights  of  the  land  holders  are,  at  minimum,  in  dispute 
with  those  of  Peabody  Coal  and  possibly  those  of  the  Navajo  Nation". 

"Only  after  Peabody  is  able  to  accompany  an  application  to  mine  with 
written  consents  from  Petitioner  Kescoli  and  all  other  like  situated 
petitioners  may  OSM  consider  such  application  in  the  future.  This  will 
remain  so  long  as  Petitioner  Kescoli  and  similarly  situated  petitioners 
shall  remain  in  the  proposed  mining  area  as  occupants  of  their  customary  use 
areas . " 

The  local  residents  believe  that  the  land  of  Black  Mesa  is  sacred  and  a 
coal  mine  is  a rape  of  the  Earth.  The  supporters  of  the  coal  mine  know  that 
these  residents  will  never  consent  to  the  mine,  and  the  only  way  that  the 
mines  can  continue  is  to  forcibly  relocate  these  people. 

The  parties  whose  "dispute"  is  apparently  being  resolved  by  S.  1973,  are  in 
fact  on  the  same  side  of  the  issue:  the  coal  mines  finance  both  the  Navajo 
& Hopi  Tribal  Councils.  Peabody  pays  $45,000,000  per  year  in  royalties  to 
the  Navajo  Council  and  funds  65%  of  the  total  budget  of  the  Hopi  Council. 

The  survival  of  both  these  institutions  depends  on  the  forcible  relocation 
of  the  residents  of  the  mining  areas  of  Black  Mesa. 

The  mine  remains  open  while  attorneys  for  the  mine  continue  to  appeal  the 
judges  decision.  But  even  if  they  overturn  the  ruling  on  technical  issues, 
the  fundamental  problem  does  not  go  away.  The  federal  judiciary  is  committed 
to  giving  Native  Americans  the  same  protection  under  SMCRA  that  is  given 
other  US  citizens.  The  operation  of  the  mine  depends  upon  the  denial  of 
those  rights.  Peabody  Coal  and  the  Tribal  Councils  have  to  get  these  people 
out  of  the  area  immediately. 

How  does  S.  1973  help  evict  the  local  residents  ? 

The  residents  in  the  mining  area  are  Dine'  (Navajo)  families,  but  the 
jurisdiction  over  the  area  was  given  to  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  by  the 
earlier  Relocation  Act  of  1974.  But  the  federal  government  in  recent  years 
has  served  as  an  intervenor  in  the  region,  protecting  some  of  the  human  and 
constitutional  rights  of  these  families.  Without  such  protection,  the  Hopi 
Rangers  have  the  power  and  desire  to  harass  and  intimidate  the  families  into 
leaving  the  area.  The  key  impact  of  the  act  is  stated  mostly  clearly  in 
Sen.  McCain's  statement  introducing  the  legislation:  "The  Agreement 
recognizes  the  Hopi  Tribe's  right  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  Hopi 
Partitioned  Lands  where  Navajo  families  are  residing". 

A key  issue  is  grazing  rights.  The  few  remaining  Dine'  residents  are 
subsistence  sheep  herders,  living  as  their  families  have  done  on  these 
ancestral  homesites  for  hundreds  of  years  - without  electricity,  phone,  or 
running  water.  In  order  to  survive,  they  need  to  have  access  to  their 
traditional  grazing  areas  which  have  sustained  their  families  for  hundreds 
of  years.  The  Hopi  Tribal  Council  does  not  recognize  the  rights  of  the 
residents  to  use  these  areas,  and  has  mandated  a grazing  policy  which  would 


deny  these  families  a means  of  survival.  The  federal  government  has 
prevented  the  Hopi  from  full  enforcement  of  this  policy,  which  prompted  the 
major  lawsuit  being  "settled"  by  S.  1973.  By  restoring  the  Hopi  Rangers' 
rights  to  enforce  this  policy,  the  Senate  is  giving  them  the  power  to 
confiscate  all  of  the  livestock  of  these  families.  If  denied  their  means  of 
survival,  the  families  would  have  no  alternative  but  to  accept  relocation. 
The  issue  has  nothing  to  do  with  responsible  range  management:  these 
families  have  lived  in  balance  with  the  local  environment  for  hundreds  of 
years  without  assistance  from  the  Hopi  Rangers.  The  goal  is  solely  to  force 
these  families  out  of  the  area. 

The  use  of  intimidation  and  harassment  to  force  relocation  extends  to  many 
other  areas  besides  grazing.  The  Hopi  Tribal  Council  formed  a specially 
trained  and  armed  police  force  expressly  aimed  at  the  Dine'  residents,  and 
these  rangers  refer  to  themselves  as  the  SWAT  team.  These  rangers  routinely 
approach  residents  houses  in  military  fashion,  enforcing  regulations  with 
respect  to  everything  from  gathering  firewood,  to  building  sheds,  and  to 
restrict  the  visitors  who  may  visit  the  residents.  The  message  is  clearly 
delivered  in  each  case:  the  harassment  and  intimidation  will  increase  until 
the  family  relocates.  The  Hopi  Tribal  Council  has  no  desire  or  intention  to 
serve  as  a responsible  landlord:  their  goal  is  to  clear  the  land  so  that 
the  mining  can  continue  and  expand. 

Why  are  Dine'  families  living  on  Hopi  land  ? 

In  1974,  a group  of  mining  and  utility  companies  wanted  the  Black  Mesa 
cleared  for  mining.  What  happened  next  was  documented  in  an  article  in  the 
Washington  Post  on  Duly  21,  1974.  The  article  describes  how  these  companies 
stage-managed  a faked  range  war  to  convince  Congress  that  a Hopi-Navajo 
dispute  existed  that  required  a Congressional  solution.  The  solution  was  to 
have  areas  that  had  been  inhabited  by  Dine'  families  for  hundreds  of  years 
turned  over  to  the  Hopi,  and  for  Congress  to  finance  the  relocation  of  these 
people.  Not  surprisingly,  the  main  area  from  which  these  evictions  were  to 
occur  were  the  areas  that  the  companies  were  interested  in  mining. 

The  people  affected  by  the  legislation  were  never  informed  of  the 
legislation,  never  allowed  to  testify  in  any  Congressional  hearing,  and 
never  allowed  to  be  represented  in  any  way  through  the  process.  Their 
religion,  intimately  tied  to  their  ancestral  land,  was  never  taken  into 
consideration.  Their  sacred  sites  and  graveyards  were  turned  over  to 
bulldozers.  They  were  stripped  of  all  land  title,  and  over  10,000  people 
were  forced  to  relocate.  Congress  picked  up  the  tab  for  over  $350  million, 
and  Peabody  Coal  built  the  largest  strip  mine  in  North  America. 

A few  hundred  families,  called  the  Resisters,  still  remain  on  the  land 
despite  efforts  for  22  years  to  evict  them.  Some  of  these  families  can 
trace  their  ancestors  on  these  sites  back  18  generations  - to  before  the 
Spaniards  arrived.  The  artificial  land  boundaries  between  Hopi  and  Navajo 
devised  by  the  US  government  and  the  mining  companies  have  nothing  to  do 
with  traditional  tribal  lands.  The  Traditionalists  within  the  Hopi  have 
long  supported  the  rights  of  the  Dine'  to  remain  on  their  ancestral  land, 
s stated  by  Roberta  Blackgoat,  who  was  born  and  has  lived  for  76  years  in 
Thin  Rock  Mesa,  and  who  is  Chairperson  of  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation: 

We  remember  our  honored  friend  and  Traditional  Hopi  Elder,  Grandfather 
David  Monongye.  He  often  told  why  many  Traditional  Hopi  knew  it  was  the 
Creator's  idea  for  Dineh  to  live  here.  He  was  taught  the  Dineh  were  brought 
to  surround  the  Mesa  by  the  Holy  Ones  so  as  to  provide  a protective  buffer 
from  the  forces  of  greed  and  destruction.  If,  and  when,  the  Traditional 
Dineh  were  removed  from  these  lands,  his  people  would  fall  in  turn,  and  the 
Earth  would  be  destroyed.  He  knew  from  ancient  teachings  that  Dineh  and  Hopi 
were  physically  and  spiritually  bound  together.  He  realized,  as  do  the 
current  Resisters  to  relocation,  that  if  the  Dineh  Church  and  Altar  can  be 
destroyed,  so  could  everyone  else's. 

The  plan  to  confiscate  the  land  and  homes  of  the  traditional  Dine'  did  not 
arise  from  an  ancient  Hopi-Dine'  conflict.  The  plan  was  developed  by  the 
mining  companies  and  served  their  interests  alone. 

How  do  the  people  subject  to  S.  1973  feel  about  it  ? 

The  law  legitimizes  a lease  Agreement  which  was  rejected  in  a community 


meeting  at  Rocky  Ridge  by  a 250-1  margin.  The  opposition  is  just  as  strong 
in  the  other  communities  (Mosquito  Springs,  Cactus  Valley,  etc.).  Sovereign 
Dine'  Nation  has  obtained  written  statements  from  240  people  testifying  to 
their  total  opposition  to  the  Agreement.  More  statements  will  be  obtained 
as  Sovereign  Dine'  Nation  continues  the  difficult  task  of  reaching  people 
who  have  no  telephones  and  who  reside  in  remote  areas  that  in  some  cases  can 
not  even  be  reached  by  vehicle.  The  mining  company  and  Tribal  Council 
advocates  of  the  Agreement  can  not  demonstrate  more  than  a handful  of 
supporters  among  the  people  in  these  communities. 

How  was  the  Lease  Agreement  embraced  in  S.  1973  drafted  ? 

The  Agreement  arose  from  a lawsuit  in  the  9th  circuit  called  the  Manybeads 
case  in  which  several  Dine'  families  claimed  their  religious  rights  under 
the  US  Constitution  were  being  violated  by  the  evictions.  This  led  to  the 
mediation  process  which  attempted  to  work  out  a solution  to  the  issue  which 
would  respect  the  constitutional  religious  rights  of  the  families  in  the 
area.  As  part  of  this  process,  the  attorney  who  represented  these  families 
in  the  original  lawsuit  began  receiving  payments  from  the  Navajo  Tribal 
Council.  Shortly  afterward,  he  cut  himself  off  from  all  contact  with  the 
families  he  was  supposed  to  represent  - not  informing  them  of  the 
negotiations  or  soliciting  their  opinions.  He  participated  in  the  drafting 
of  the  Agreement  and  strongly  advocated  it,  even  though  the  families  he 
originally  represented  are  strongly  opposed  to  it.  When  it  became  clear  to 
the  Court  that  the  only  interest  he  represented  in  the  case  was  his  own 
interest  in  the  paychecks,  the  Navajo  Tribal  Council  quit  paying  him.  The 
families  who  brought  the  original  lawsuit  and  the  other  families  in  the  area 
have  had  no  other  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  process.  The  deal  was 
largely  brokered  between  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  Tribal  Councils,  who  share  a 
common  interest  in  the  continuation  and  expansion  of  the  Black  Mesa  mines 
and  thus  in  evicting  the  Dine'  families  from  the  area. 

Why  is  S.  1973  a fraud  ? 

The  bill  mandates  that  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  will  receive  $25.1  million 
if  it  gets  85%  of  the  families  to  sign  the  Lease  Agreement.  At  least  90%  of 
these  families  are  firmly  opposed  to  this  agreement  and  would  never 
voluntarily  sign  it.  The  US  government  is  essentially  paying  a $120,000 
bounty  to  the  Hopi  Rangers  for  every  signature  they  can  coerce  from  the  250 
families  subject  to  the  Agreement. 

The  bill  ostensibly  settles  lawsuits  filed  by  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council 
against  the  US  for  interfering  with  their  jurisdiction  in  the  area.  The 
role  of  the  federal  government  has  been  to  provide  a minimal  protection  of 
the  constitutional  rights  of  these  people.  No  state  or  tribe  has  the  right 
under  the  US  Constitution  to  violate  the  fundamental  rights  of  US  citizens. 
The  US  government  does  not  have  to  pay  $50.2  million  in  damages  to  the  Hopi 
Tribal  council  for  protecting  the  human  and  environmental  rights  of  these 
citizens . 

Supporters  of  the  bill  have  been  dishonest  in  their  promotions  of  the  bill. 
For  example,  the  Navajo  President  listed  names  of  people  in  the  community 
who  supported  the  Agreement.  In  fact,  almost  all  those  people  totally 
oppose  it.  Katherine  Smith,  a grandmother  resident  of  the  area,  has 
recently  filed  a complaint  with  the  Court  that  she  saw  her  name  forged  on  an 
official  court  document  supporting  the  Agreement.  The  supporters  of  the 
bill  have  concealed  the  existence  of  the  federal  court  judgment  which  shuts 
down  the  Black  Mesa  mines  unless  they  can  evict  these  families.  As  in 
1974,  the  real  motivation  of  a bill  is  being  hidden  from  Congress. 

What  should  Congress  do  about  S.  1973  ? 

Respect  the  Human  and  Constitutional  Rights  of  the  Families  of  Black  Mesa: 
The  people  deserve  the  same  protection  of  their  religious,  environmental, 
and  human  rights  given  to  other  citizens.  The  fact  that  they  are  Native 
American  does  not  give  any  state  or  tribe  the  right  to  abuse  these  rights. 

Re-Examine  the  Relocation  Act  of  1974: 

Congress  recently  recognized  its  error  in  relocating  Japanese  families 
during  W.W.II.  Congress  should  recognize  that  the  same  racism  led  to  an 
even  greater  tragedy  in  this  case.  Congress  should  reopen  the  old  case  and 


do  whatever  is  possible  to  heal  the  wounds  caused  by  this  legislation. 

Oversee  the  Closing  of  the  Black  Mesa  Mines: 

These  mines  violate  the  environmental  rights  of  the  residents  of  Black  Mesa. 

These  mines  are  also  pumping  billions  of  gallons  of  precious  N-aquifer 

groundwater  to  operate  a slurry  line  which  threatens  the  water  supply  for 
the  entire  region.  A federal  judge  has  ordered  the  mine  to  close.  S.  1973 
is  an  example  of  the  extreme  measures  and  deception  which  will  be 
perpetrated  by  supporters  of  these  mines.  Congress  should  exercise  an 
overseers  role  to  make  sure  that  the  judicial  process  is  not  circumvented  or 
corrupted.  When  the  mining  companies  are  no  longer  allowed  to  operate  in 

the  region.  Congress  will  find  that  there  no  longer  is  a Hopi-Navajo 

dispute.  As  stated  by  federal  Dudge  Ramon  Child,  who  in  reviewing  the  Black 
Mesa  mine  permit  listened  to  more  testimony  than  Congress  did  before  it 
ordered  the  forced  relocation  of  10,000  people: 

"If  there  was  no  mine,  would  there  be  a land  dispute  ? I think  not." 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
TARGET  LIST 

Please  call  and  fax  your  home  state  Senators  and  the  following  people.  Tell 
them  you  vote  and  pay  taxes  and  you  don't  want  your  tax  dollars  funding 
relocation . 

Write:  The  Honorable  (full  name) 

U.S.  Senate 
Washington,  DC  20510 

Capitol  switchboard  to  find  out  phone  numbers  for  every  Senator 
phone  # 202/224-3121 

Vice-President  Gore  is  by  title  also  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
phone  # 202/224-2424  e-mail  # Vice.President@whitehouse.gov 

President  Clinton  phone  # 202/456-1414  e-mail  # President@whitehouse.gov 

Phil  Bakersenk  and  Steve  Healey  Aides  to  Senator  Dohn  McCain,  AZ,  Chairman 
of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  phone  # 202/224-2235 

fax  # 202/228-2862  e-mail  # senator_mccain@mccain.senate.gov 

3oe  Trujillo,  Legislative  Assistant  and  Kay  Davies,  Indian  Affairs  Aide  to 
Senator  Pete  V.  Domenici,  NM  phone  # 202/224-6621  fax  # 202/224-7371 

e-mail  # senator_domenici@domenici.senate.gov 

Tim  Glazewski  Aide  to  Senator  Ion  Kyi,  AZ  phone  # 202/224-4521 

fax  # 202/228-1239  e-mail  # info@kyl.senate.gov 

Patricia  Zell  Aide  to  Senator  Daniel  K.  Inouye,  HI  phone  # 202/224-3934 
fax  # 202/224-6747  e-mail  # senator@inouye.senate.gov 

Gary  Bohnee  Aide  to  Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  CO  phone  # 202/224-5852 
fax  # 202/224-1933 

Mia  Ellis  Aide  to  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein,  CA  phone  # 202/224-3841 
fax  # 202/228-3954  e-mail  # senator@feinstein.senate.gov 

Diane  Hill  Aide  to  Senator  3.  Robert  Kerrey,  NE  phone  # 202/224-6551 
fax  # 202/224-7645  e-mail  # bob@kerrey . senate . gov 

Mike  Queenan  Aide  to  Senator  Dohn  F.  Kerry,  MA  phone  # 202/224-2742 
fax  # 202/224-8525  e-mail  # john_kerry@kerry . senate . gov 

Chris  Miller  Aide  to  Senator  Carl  Levin,  MI  phone  # 202/224-6221 
fax  # 202/224-1388  e-mail  # senator@levin.senate.gov 

Andrea  Fishman  Aide  to  Senator  Edward  M.  Kennedy,  MA  phone  # 202/224-4543 
fax  # 202/224-2417  e-mail  # senator@kennedy.senate.gov 


Senator  Barbara  Boxer,  CA  phone  # 202/224-3553 
e-mail  # senator@boxer.senate.gov 


fax  # 415/956-6701 


Senator  Daniel  K Akaka,  HI  phone  # 202/224-6361  fax  # 202/224-2126 

"RE ; Shades  of  Mother  Earth"  

Date:  Sat,  24  Aug  1996  15:21:13  -0400 
From:  afnll933@afn.org  (S.  R.  Smith) 

Sub j : S.O.M.E. 

UUCP  email 

Shades  of  Mother  Earth  August  23,  1996 

Shades  of  Mother  Earth  (S.O.M.E.)  is  committed  to  exploring  the  complex  web 
of  life  which  covers  this  fragile  planet  that  is  our  home.  S.O.M.E.'s 
approach  is  directed  by  Native  American  traditions  and  beliefs  emphasizing 
the  spiritual  kinship  between  all  life  including  mankind,  plants  and 
animals.  S.O.M.E.  respects  all  life  and  believes  in  a "life  force"  which 
permeates  and  joins  all  objects,  both  inanimate  and  animate,  throughout  the 
universe.  By  combining  up-to-date  rehabilitative  strategies,  modern 
veterinarian  science  and  traditional  Native  American  approaches  to  healing 
the  spirit,  S.O.M.E.  provides  complete  care  for  all  creatures. 

Specific  goals  include: 

Rescue,  care,  and,  if  possible,  rehabilitation  and  release  back  into  the 
wild,  of  injured  wildlife.  Native  American  beliefs  demand  we  have  full 
commitment  to  returning  our  wild  brothers  back  to  their  natural  habitat 
whenever  possible. 

Provide  the  highest  quality  of  life  for  permanently  disabled  wildlife  who 
cannot  survive  on  their  own  in  the  wild.  This  includes  adequate  shelter, 
proper  medical  care,  carefully  monitored  nutrition  and  social  interaction. 
Native  American  beliefs  respect  all  life  as  brothers  and  sisters  who  deserve 
the  absolute  best  care  possible  when  unable  to  provide  for  themselves. 

Provide  quality  education  concerning  the  preservation  of  wildlife  and 
habitat,  the  rehabilitation  of  injured  wildlife,  the  behavior  and  biology  of 
permanently  injured  wildlife  and  the  traditional  Native  American  way  of  life 
with  emphasis  on  the  special  relationship  between  Native  Americans  and 
wildlife. 

Towards  these  ends,  S.O.M.E.  continues  to  rescue  and  treat  injured  wildlife, 
provide  recovery  care  and  return  them  to  the  wild  when  possible. 

Non-releasable  wildlife  are  allowed  to  live  out  their  natural  lives  at 
rehabilitator/educational  facilities.  Education  continues  to  be  a main 
emphasis.  S.O.M.E.'s  wildlife  educators  go  to  schools,  clubs  or  groups,  and 
also  attend  conventions,  fairs  and  Native  American  gatherings  as  "Wildlife 
Ambassadors"  providing  direct  and  personal  contact  found  nowhere  else.  To 
the  extent  of  availability  of  resources,  there  is  no  charge  for  such 
exhibitions . 

History: 

In  1993,  Sallye  and  Willie  Meeks  started  the  organization  which  has  become 
S.O.M.E.  Sallye  has  over  20  years  of  rehabilitation  experience  including  9 
years  at  the  Maitland  Bird  of  Prey  Center  located  in  Maitland,  FL.  She  is 
licensed  by  the  Federal  and  State  of  Florida  governments  and  has  applied  for 
her  license  in  Tennessee.  She  currently  serves  as  President  and  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  S.O.M.E.,  as  well  as  continuing  as  an  active  rehabilitator . 
S.O.M.E.  currently  has  facilities  in  Tennessee.  S.O.M.E.  has  been  certified 
as  a non-profit  organization  by  the  Federal  government,  and  is  undergoing 
the  process  for  incorporating  as  a non-profit  corporation  in  Tennessee. 

Volunteer  Program: 

Shades  of  Mother  Earth  is  in  constant  need  of  volunteer  assistance  and 
materials.  Volunteers  do  NOT  need  experience.  You  can  volunteer  at  the 
times  and  on  the  days  which  are  best  for  you.  We  can  use  any  talent  or 
skill  you  possess.  Caring  for  wildlife  is  a continuous,  extensive  and  very 
expensive  undertaking.  S.O.M.E.  currently  receives  no  government  money  or 
assistance.  Our  main  source  of  funding  comes  from  our  own  jobs,  the 


contributions  of  enlightened  individuals  and  concerned  corporations.  Your 
support  helps  us  to  save  lives. 

For  more  information  about  how  you  can  help,  request  exhibitions,  or  make 
contributions,  please  contact: 

Shades  of  Mother  Earth 
120  Oldham  Road 
Hartsville,  TN  37074 
(615)  374-2247  or  374-9036 

E-Mail  address:  some@isdn.net  (S.  Meeks) 

OR  in  Florida: 

Steven  Smith  and  Cheryl  Johnson 
PO  BOX  5235 

Gainesville,  FL  32602 
(352)373-4353  or  371-7661 

E-Mail  address:  afnll933@afn.org  (Steven  Smith) 

afn45183@afn.org  (Cheryl  Johnson) 

PLEASE  feel  free  to  contact  us  for  any  information.  (Especially  if  you  have 
questions  about  an  injured  Wild  creature  you  have  found.) 

Tsau, 

Steven  Smith  & Cheryl  Johnson 
White  Hawk  & Passion  Willow 

"RE : Who  Really  Loves  the  Man  Named  Columbus"  

Date:  Thu,  22  Aug  1996  12:32:56  -0700 

From:  Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres  <torresp@algorithms . com> 

Sub j : Who  Really  Loves  the  Man  Named  Columbus 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

Tau  Taino  Natiao-na,  Hello  Taino  Sister, 

Christina  Bautista  LM  wrote: 

> Tau  all, 

> Columbus  Day  is  an  insult  to  our  people.  It  is  an  instance  of  how  western 

> civilization  continues  to  covertly  colonize  our  minds  and  hearts. 

> We  must  be  strong,  raise  our  voices  and  stand  up  and  be  counted. 

> Taino-Ti. 

> Christina  Rodriguez  Bautista 

Many  Taino  and  non-native  people  of  the  Caribbean  live  the  colonized 
Spanish  mentality.  We  must  learn  that  this  man  named  Columbus  or  what 
ever  name  people  claim  he  was  called  was  a Spanish  colonial  symbol 
of  mass  destruction,  ever  since  he  first  step  foot  on  our  sacred  Taino 
Native  American  soil  on  Oct  12,  1492.  The  Taino  people  must  stand  up 
in  protest  to  the  Kings,  Queens  and  Catholic  Church,  we  must  never 
forget  as  do  the  Jews  with  the  Germans,  that  the  Spanish  leadership 
is  guilty  in  our  eyes  of  mass  genocide,  pillage  and  rape  of  our  gentle 
Taino  ancestors.  The  past  TAINO  INDIAN  WARS  are  not  over  yet,  until 
the  Catholic  Church  and  Spain,  is  brought  before  an  International  court 
to  pay  for  their  War  crimes,  committed  against  the  Taino  Nation! 

WE  TAINO  PEOPLE  MUST  NEVER  FORGET  THIS  MONSTER  NAMED  COLUMBUS! 

We  are  not  Spanish  people,  we  are  the  Taino  people,  the  victims  of 
an  inhuman  Spanish  brutality!  Can  you  still  hear  the  Cries  of  the 
the  6 Million  Taino  victims? 

Respectfully  yours 

Chief  Ciba  Guanikeyu 

Tribal  Council  Chief  of  Jatibonuco 

The  Taino  Inter-Tribal  Council,  http://www.hartford-hwp.com/taino/ 

Taino  Nation  Forum,  http://www.hartford-hwp.com/taino/docs/list.html 
THE  NJ  COUNCIL  OFFICE  Tel:  609-825-7776  FAX  & TAINO  BBS:  609-825-7922 


We  Are  Still  Here!  Taino  Indigenous  Nation  of  the  Caribbean  & Florida 


"RE ; No  Need  for  Confusion"  

Date:  Sun,  25  Aug  1996  11:21:14  -0400 
From:  FirehairSS@aol . com 
Sub j : No  need  for  confusion 

UUCP  email 

You  refer  to  yourself  as  a "breed".  I find  that  sad,  and  will  share  with 
you  what  a very  Honored  Elder,  of  whom  you  may  know  - told  me  some  years 
ago. 

I had  been  attending  various  Native  gatherings,  Pow  Wows,  etc.  with  my 
then  VERY  small  children,  who  "look"  Indian.  At  this  particular  event,  I was 
working  hard,  helping  Eagle  Wing  Press,  and  also  selling  raffle  tickets  with 
my  little  "apron".  As  usual,  there  were  many  who  approached  me  for  advice, 
etc.,  on  matters  of  genealogy,  research,  tribes,  whatever  (it's  what  I do  to 
earn  a living) . 

I noticed  an  Elder  watching  me,  and  he  motioned  for  me  to  come  to  him.  He 
then  said,  "Daughter,  I want  to  speak  with  you".  I was  petrified,  asked 
"Have  I offended  someone?" 

He  said,  "Only  yourself.  I have  watched  you.  We  see  how  you  are  with  the 

People,  with  the  Children,  and  how  you  act,  speak,  with  the  Elders.  We  know 

you.  You  have  an  Indian  heart,  an  Indian  Spirit.  You  must  stop  apologizing 

that  you  are  only  "part"  Indian,  that  you  can  only  "prove"  so  much.  You  are 

all  Indian  - never  apologize  again." 

And  I never  have,  and  take  exception  to  anyone  who  will  challenge  that.  I 
am  an  Indian  - I was  born  acting  as  I do  - and  did  so  in  a "white"  household 
who  denied  me  eery  time  I asked,  repeated  what  my  Gt. Grandma  had  told  me  - 
that  we  were  Indians.  I tell  the  children,  and  everywhere  I speak  - I am  an 
Indian  who  has  white  and  black  ancestors.  I Honor  them  all  - but  - I am  an 

Indian.  I was  born  this  way,  and  will  so  die. 

Now,  I never  knew  who  the  Elder  was  - until  jan.  of  1995,  when  at  my  first 

White  House  meeting,  there  he  was.  elegant,  silver  haired,  in  a business 

suit.  At  meetings,  and  on  the  dais  in  the  White  House.  I learned  who  he 
was,  and  followed  him  when  he  came  down  off  the  dais,  we  talked,  I reminded 
him  of  our  talk  long  ago.  I told  him  - you  just  "apologized"  for  your  Nation 
letting  in  the  Pilgrims  - now,  because  of  you,  and  my  own  family  who  support 
me  , I am  here  today,  in  this  White  House,  fighting  for  our  People  - you  may 
end  up  apologizing  for  me!!  We  both  got  a little  teary,  and  hugged. 

Who  is  he?  John  "Slow  Turtle"  Peters,  Leader,  Supreme  Medicine  Man,  of 
the  Mashpee/Wampanoags,  and  long  time  activist,  nationally  known  Elder.  I 
told  him  I pass  on  this  story  a lot,  so  that  others  will  stop  accepting  the 
guilt  others  try  to  hand  out  due  not  being  "full  blood". 

Geneticists,  biologists,  anthropologists,  and  the  Honest  among  us  all 
admit/agree,  there  is  no  longer  any  such  thing  as  a full  blood  Indian,  to 
be  sure,  many  have  a higher  "blood  quantum"  than  others  - but.  East  of  the 
Mississippi,  there  have  been  no  full  bloods  since  the  1860s. 

Except  in  the  Pacific  Islands,  remote  Alaska,  there  is  little  chance  of 
being  "pure"  Indian. 

Gene  pool  is  a crap  shoot,  we  get  what  we  get. 

Being  an  Indian  has  little  to  do  with  how  much  blood  you  got.  We  are  all 
too  well  aware  of  Tribal  People,  leaders,  who  are  selling  their  own  down  the 
tubes,  for  $$$. 

Wilma  Mankiller  is  about  1/3  by  blood  quantum.  The  original  Chief  Dohn 
Ross  was  1/4  to  l/8th  - Chief  Joseph  Brant  - about  1/2.  Eli  parker?  Ditto. 
Quanah  Parker  - 1/2.  Anyone  call  them  not  Indian?  I DON'T  THINK  SO!! 

YOU  ARE  AN  INDIAN,  how  you  were  raised,  what  you  know  how  to  do  in  the  old 
way,  has  little  to  do  with  it.  The  Ancestors  who  have  chosen  you  to  go 
forward  with  are  all  Indians,  and  it  is  their  voices  who  call  you  to  your 
path.  You  Honor  them,  they  know  who  and  what  you  are. 

Cross  this  burden  off  your  travois!! 

Hugs  and  love,  Firehair 


— "RE:  Return  to  the  Old  Ways"  — - 

Date:  Fri,  23  Aug  1996  15:05:00  -0400 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub  j : Return  to  the  Old  Ways 

In  this  modern  social  order,  a "Return  to  the  Old  Ways"  is  not  really 
possible,  but  a return  to  the  ideals  of  the  old  ways  is. 

The  corruptive  influence  of  "Ruling"  others  is  exactly  like  Heroin 
addiction.  Once  the  taste  of  the  power  to  rule  has  bee  acquired,  only  the 
most  drastic  actions  can  curb  it.  Even  the  kindest  and  most  progressive 
Ruler  is  a despot,  and  should  be  reviled,  especially  by  the  NA  people. 

One  drastic  restriction  to  curb  such  appetite  is  to  constitutionally 
bind  all  resolutions  to  a referendums  of  ratification  for  them  to  become 
law,  and  require  a 2/3rds  or  more  majority.  Another  is  to  provide 
repeal  or  reconsideration  upon  presentation  of  opposition  by  any 
significant  percentage  of  the  members  of  the  band. 

An  absolute  interpretation  to  the  "Necessity"  of  the  legislation,  not 
whim  for  consideration.  Laws  to  guarantee  conformity  or  to  reproach 
those  who  simply  walk  to  a different  drum,  but  do  no  real  harm  to  their 
brothers  are  against  the  heritage  of  the  NA  people  in  most  areas  of  the 
countries,  and  this  concept  of  arbitrary  laws  to  Protect  individuals 
against  themselves,  or  the  public  against  persons  who  just  do  not  walk 
the  line  prescribed  by  15%  of  the  nation  is  a European  "Control" 
exercise . 

Infatuation  with  the  power  to  "Rule"  is  a progressive  disease,  and  it 
feeds  upon  the  success  of  it's  own  potence.  I like  trimmed  hedges,  so 
all  must  grow  hedges  to  make  the  Reserve  more  presentable,  and  on  and  on 
without  end.  Only  the  most  urgent  and  most  important  "Public"  areas  of 
human  occupation  come  within  the  purview  of  a free  state  legislative 
body.  Red  or  White. 

All  rule  making,  and  decision  making  should  be  very  hard,  very  slow  and 
very  deliberate,  not  like  the  US  governing  systems,  where  use  of  fear 
and  pandering  to  whim  allow  wrongful  power  of  all  to  the  few. 

Greed  is  not  only  for  money,  it  also  is  for  power  over  others.  No  man 
has  any  right  to  act  against  another  unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary. 

The  English,  i.e.  Canadian  and  US  variations,  is  imperial  rule  for  the 
sake  of  control  and  power  over  the  masses,  not  the  good  of  anyone  but 
those  who  make  the  rules. 

The  greatest  tradition  of  the  NA  people  in  general  is  that  of  loose 
associations  of  "Free  Equals"  and  the  aristocratic  pomp  or  trappings  of 
power  over  all  "for  the  people"  is  European  and  should  remain  European. 

The  American  Declaration  of  Independence  was  dedicated  to  the  and 
inspired  by  the  founding  fathers  limited  view  of  NA  traditions  and  any 
tribal  or  other  NA  governing  unit  should  be  doubly  aware  of  the  words 
thereof. 

Governing  is  a limited,  very  limited  exercise  of  power,  under  the  most 
strict  conditions,  and  for  the  most  limited  purposes,  and  only  with  the 
undivided  support  of  all.  Once  there  begins  a changing  of  rules  or 
rights  of  members,  it  comes  under  the  European  models  of  Rule  for 
control  purposes,  as  has  happened  with  the  Central  US  and  Canadian 
Governments . 

"RE : Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre"  

Date:  28  Aug  1996  00:50:05  GMT 

From:  br975@FreeNet.Carleton.CA  (John  S.  Brack) 

Sub j : Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre.  Please  help  spread  the  word. 

Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 
To:  All 

Re:  Please  help  spread  the  word  of  the  Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 
and  its  new  address,  phone  and  fax  no.,  and  its  office  hours. 


Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 


Welcome  to  Odawa 

The  Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre  is  a nonprofit  organization  serving 
the  Aboriginal  Community  in  the  Ottawa  Hull  area.  We  are  an  organization 
which  offers  various  programs  and  services  to  people  of  all  ages  and 
where  everyone  is  welcome! 

Culture: 

* Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow  held  on  the  last  weekend  in  May 

* Native  Veterans'  Dinner 

* Annual  Odawa  Winter  Traditional  Pow  Wow 

* Traditional  Drumming  and  Dancing 

* Dances,  Socials,  and  Family  Events 

Community  Services 

* Odawa  Sweetgrass  Home  Daycare  Agency 

* Li'l  Beavers  for  children  ages  5 to  13  (Unfortunately,  this  program  has  been 
cut  because  of  the  current  Ontario  Government) 

* Youth  Support  for  young  adults  14  to  24  years 

* Employment  Training  & Referral 

* Family  Support  Services 

* Counselling  Referrals 

Sports  and  Recreation 

* Odawa' s Three  Pitch  League 

* Odawa 's  Volleyball  League 

* Annual  Golf  and  Hockey  Tournaments 

* Bowling,  Euchre,  Billiard  Tournaments 

* Bingo  Nights 

* And  More! 

If  you  would  like  to  become  a member,  a volunteer  or  if  you  would  like  to  make 
a contribution  to  any  of  the  areas  mentioned  above,  please  contact  us  at: 

Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 
12  Stirling  Avenue 
Ottawa,  Ontario 
Canada  K1Y  1P8 

Tel. : (613)722-3811  Fax: (613)722-4667 

Office  Hours  are  9:00  am  to  5:00  pm,  Monday  to  Friday 

lohn  S.  Brack  (613)526-2482 

reply  to  here  and/or  to  davidb@ftn.net 

Turtle  Island,  Mother  Earth  (Ottawa,  Ont., Canada) 

"RE : EPA  lob  in  Seattle  for  Elders"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Aug  1996  19:45:04  -0600 

From:  ALAN  MOOMAW  <MOOMAW. ALAN@EPAMAIL . EPA. GOV > 

Sub j : EPA  job  in  Seattle  (for  ages  55  & over  only) 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

FYI  & please  pass  this  on  to  elders  (everything  being  relative)  you  may 
know  that  might  be  interested  in  work  in  the  Seattle  area.  Thanks 

ASSIGNMENT  DESCRIPTION 

TITLE:  Information  Specialist 


LOCATION : 
Downtown  Seattle 


Environmental  Protection  Agency  - 


DESCRIPTION: 

Provide  administrative  support  to  the  federal  facilities  compliance 
program.  Duties  to  include:  tracking  system  database  management, 
budget  data  tracking,  compliance/enforcement  action  data  up-dates, 
preparing  compliance  and  inspection  status  reports. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

? Must  be  55  years  or  older  to  participate  in  this  employment 
program  (PL  98-313) 

? Five  years  experience  with  IBM  or  compatible  PC  data  entry  and 
database  organization 

? Knowledge  and  experience  in  providing  general  office/ 
clerical  support 

? Skill  in  using  computer  work  processor  (WordPerfect  a plus),  and 
operating  general  office  equipment 
? Excellent  oral  and  written  communication  skills 

? Able  to  travel  locally  for  one  day  trips  in  greater  Puget  Sound  area 
RESPONSIBILITIES: 

? Review  and  edit  existing  Federal  Facilities  compliance  and  enforcement 
data; 

? Distribute  and  compile  information  related  to  federal  facilities  pollution 
budget  reports; 

? Communicate  and  query  compliance  data  from  federal  installation  point 
of  contact  and  compile  data  in  federal  facilities  tracking  system. 

SALARY:  $10. 50/hour 

HOURS:  40  hours/week 

TO  APPLY:  Send  resume  and  cover  letter  specifying  position 

title  by  September  9,  1996  to: 

NAPCA 

1511  Third  Ave.  Suite  914 

Seattle,  WA.  98101-1626  or  FAX:  (206)  624-1023 

"RE : New  Extension  Courses"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Aug  1996  15:56:07  -0500 

From:  Helen  Rieger  <riege002@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : NEW  Extension  Courses 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml.spcs.umn.edu> 

The  Department  of  American  Indian  Studies  at  the  University  of  Minnesota 
would  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  two  new  courses  being  offered  for  the 
first  time  this  fall. 

American  Indians  and  Anthropology:  Conflict  and/or  Co-operation, 3960 
Wednesdays,  6:20  to  8:50,  121  Smith  Hall,  Bob  Danforth,  Ph.D. 

The  purpose  of  this  course  is  to  identify  and  study  historic,  recent 
and  potential  relationships  between  American  Indians  and  cultural 
anthropologists  and,  to  a lesser  extent,  American  Indian  Studies  and 
cultural  anthropology.  Anthropology,  like  other  scientific  and 
interpretive  disciplines  that  take  American  Indians  as  subjects  for  study, 
remains  suspect  within  many  Indian  intellectual  circles  and  communities. 

More  than  a few  American  Indians  challenge,  deride  or  ignore 
anthropological  interpretations  of  American  Indian  lives.  Certain 
anthropologists,  arguably  and  in  retrospect,  have  exploited  relationships 
with  American  Indian  informants  and  violated  personal  impressions  of 
individual  and  community  trust.  Yet,  to  slight  the  positive  and 
satisfying  relationships  between  American  Indians  and  other 
anthropologists  or  the  many  contributions  anthropologists  have  made,  again, 
arguably,  to  American  Indian  studies,  would  be  inaccurate  and  misleading. 
What  is  cultural  anthropology  as  it  pertains  to  American  Indians?  What  to 
cultural  anthropologists  do  that  may  be  detrimental,  irrelevant,  useful  or 


beneficial  to  American  Indians  and  within  American  Indian  communities, 
American  Indian  studies  and,  more  generally,  intercultural  education 
pertaining  to  American  Indians?  What  ethical  considerations  are  involved 
within  this  intellectual  territory?  Are  positive,  mutually  beneficial 
collaborations  between  American  Indians  and  cultural  anthropologists 
possible?  Why  or  why  not? 

The  course  facilitator.  Bob  Danforth,  holds  a B.A.  and  M.A.  degrees  in 
Anthropology,  an  M.S.  in  Continuing  and  Adult  Education  and  a Ph.D.  in 
Continuing  and  Adult  Education  with  a Minor  in  Cultural  Anthropology  from 
the  University  of  Wisconsin-Madison . He  has  taught  in  the  Department  of 
Anthropology  and  the  American  Indian  Studies  Program  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  and  the  Department  of  American  Indian  studies  at  the  University 
of  Minnesota  for  a combined  total  of  seven  years. 

American  Indians  and  Autobiography,  3960 

Tuesdays,  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.,  David  Treuer 

This  course  will  examine  a diverse  sampling  of  indigenous  autobiographies 
- texts  which  have  often  been  marginalized  or  neglected  by  the  traditional 
disciplines.  In  addition  to  autobiographical  writings,  some  theoretical 
and  critical  writings  will  also  be  examined,  including  several  written  by 
non-American  Indians. 

Lenses  from  history,  literature,  anthropology,  memoir,  and  American 
Indian  Studies  will  be  used  to  view  these  works  and  the  ways  their 
creators  have  dealt  with  issues  of  authenticity  and  identity,  geography 
and  Self,  history  versus  tradition,  and  the  tension  between  individuality 
and  community. 

You'll  gain  insight  into  your  own  views  of  the  Self  and  your  place  in 
the  world  as  well  as  learning  how  indigenous  perspectives  have  treated  the 
same  fundamental  issues  of  the  individual's  place  in  time,  space,  and 
culture. 

David  Treuer  is  Ojibwe  from  Leech  Lake  Reservation  in  northern  Minnesota. 

He  was  graduated  with  honors  from  Princeton  University  with  a BA  in 
anthropology  and  a concentration  on  Creative  Writing.  He  received  his  MA 
in  anthropology  from  the  University  of  Michigan  in  the  Spring  of  1996.  His 
first  novel.  Little,  was  published  by  Graywolf  Press  in  the  Fall  of  1995. 

To  sign  up  for  one  or  both  of  these  classes  contact  Continuing  Education 
and  Extension  at  625-3333  or  contact  the  Department  of  American  Indian 
Studies  at  624-1338. 

"RE : Poem:  Morning  Water"  

Date:  Thu,  23  May  96  13:30  PDT 

From:  turtle@aicap.s21.com  (Turtle  Heart) 

Sub j : Morning  Water 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 
Morning  Water 

in  the  light  of  the  morning 

the  water  flows  sweetly  and  cool 

finding  its  way  into  a belly  made  warm 

from  the  dreaming 

tied  like  a feather  to  a stone 

the  taste  of  the  water 

in  the  morning  was  soft 

drifting  me 

but  holding  me 

close  to  the  waking  of  the  earth 
(Morning  Song) 

(c)Copyright  1995,AICAP 

Turtle  Heart.  Ahnishinabeg  Artist,  turtle@aicap.s21.com 
http://aicap.s21.com 


American  Indian  Computer  Art  Project  (AICAP)  619-374-2208 
PO  Box  111,  Johannesburg  California  93528-0111 
Land  of  Kaw-ii-Su  Ancestor.  Land  of  Light. 

- — "RE:  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/08/20  23:47 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  September  1-7 

KEPAKEMAPA 

(September) 

(Mahoe  Hope) 

September  was  the  time  when  the  plume  of  the  sugar-cane  began  to  unsheathe 
itself. 

1 

If  your  heart  tells  you  that  you  can  soar  with  your  dreams,  let  no  one 
persuade  you  otherwise! 

2 

In  even  the  tiniest  seeds  are  found  all  the  secrets  of  life. 

3 

The  coral  reef  is  a home  to  many  creatures. 

4 

In  our  hearts,  we  are  all  children. 

5 

Know  all  there  is  to  know,  ...  and  cherish  what  you  learn. 

6 

Never  make  excuses  to  avoid  doing  the  things  you  truly  love. 

7 

Time  will  not  stand  still  for  our  convenience  --  we  must  make  the  time  we 
need  to  build  our  dreams. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  29  August  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Thu,  22  Aug  1996  19:43:50  -0600 

From:  Oktimpi@aol.com 

Sub j : Halito  Innakfish  Humma! 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

Halito  Red  Brothers! 

The  Native  Community  of  North  Texas  convey  the  following  information 
for  events  in  the  Dallas/Fort  Worth  Metroplex  Area: 

August  29  ASA  National  Men's  Fastpitch  Softball  Tournament,  College 

Station,  TX 

August  30-Sept  2 Choctaw  Labor  Day  Festival,  Tuskahoma,  Ok. 

August  30-Sept  2 Cherokee  Nation  Celebration,  Tahlequah,  Ok 
September  11  THUNDER  ALLIANCE  Membership  Meeting,  Richland  College 

Cafeteria,  Dallas,  Tx 

September  13  Traders  Village  Pow  Wow,  Grand  Prairie,  TX 


September  18  All  Nations  American  Indian  Vendor  Days  @ Richland 

College  ll:00-4:00pm 

October  9 THUNDER  ALLIANCE  membership  meeting. 7-9:30  Richland 

College  Cafeteria,  Dallas,  TX 

October  18-19  AIREC  & AIEP  State  Conference  and  Stomp  Dance.  Townview 
Magnet  School,  Dallas,  TX 

October  19  American  Indian  Center  Pow  Wow,  Euless,  TX 

October  26-27  AIAC  Market  Festival  and  Pow  Wow.  Addison,  TX 
November  3 NASA-UTA  2nd  Annual  Student  Scholarship  Benefit 

Inter-Tribal  Dance,  Bluebonnet  Ballroom  @ 2-11:00  PM. 
Arlington,  TX.  In  conjunction  with  the  University  of 
Texas  at  Arlington,  the  students  of  NASA  are  proud  to 
bring  the  University  its  2nd  Annual  Pow  Wow.  We  are 
pleased  that  we  are  able  to  once  again  share  our  rich 
culture  with  the  campus  and  surrounding  communities. 

All  proceeds  will  go  to  a scholarship  fund  for  the 
Native  American  Students  of  UTA.  1996  recipient  will 
be  announced  at  Pow  Wow. 

November  8-9  North  American  Indian  Veterans  Society  Memorial 

Inter-Tribal  Dance.  Dallas,  TX 

November  13  THUNDER  ALLIANCE  meeting.  Richland  College  Cafeteria, 

Dallas,  Tx. 

November  16  Texas  Woman's  University-  Native  Pride  Inter-Tribal  Dance, 

Denton,  TX 

The  THUNDER  Alliance  is  a Coalition  of  American  Indian  Student 
Organizations  and  Concerned  Community  leaders  whose  aim  is  to  address  and 
resolve  the  issues  of  educating  American  Indian  Students  in  Texas. 

Started  in  the  Fall  of  1995  by  3oe  Bohanon,  THUNDER  Alliance  counts  on 
the  participation  of  many  universities,  including  Richland  College, 
Mountainview  College,  University  of  North  Texas  and  Texas  Women's  University. 

For  any  questions  regarding  any  of  these  events.  E-mail  inquiries  to 
Oktimpi@AOL.COM.  May  the  Great  Spirit  keep  you  until  we  meet. 


Date:  Mon,  26  Aug  1996  15:06:20  GMT 
From:  negagnon@mtu.edu  (Nancy  Gagnon) 

Sub j : Harvest  Gathering  & PowWow  (Houghton,  Michigan,  11-13  October) 

PRESS  RELEASE 
August  26,  1996 

The  FIRST  ANNUAL  SPIRIT  OF  THE  HARVEST  GATHERING  AND  POWWOW  is  scheduled 
to  be  held  October  11-13,  1996,  at  the  Dee  Stadium,  Houghton,  Michigan, 
located  on  the  Portage  Lake  canal  waterfront,  gateway  to  majestic  Lake 
Superior  and  Michigan's  colorful  Keweenaw  Peninsula. 

This  educational  and  cultural  event  is  sponsored  by  Michigan  Technological 
University's  Department  of  Educational  Opportunity,  MTU's  Native  American 
Student  Association,  AISES  Student  Organization,  and  the  Michigan  College 
and  University  Partnership  Grant  from  the  Office  of  Equity. 

We  welcome  you  to  join  us  in  this  celebration  of  native  presenters, 
speakers,  dancers,  singers,  traders  and  artists.  Topics  for  speakers  will 
include  (but  will  not  be  limited  to):  native  men's  and  women's  issues, 
environmental  issues,  technological  issues,  indigenous  people's  issues, 
self-determination,  sovereignty,  assimilation  vs.  accommodation, 
traditional  values  and  practices,  and  traditional  medicines  in  the 
western  world. 

Registration  will  begin  on  Friday,  October  11,  at  8:00am,  on  the  campus  of 
Michigan  Technological  University.  Friday  afternoon  will  be  devoted  to 
featured  speakers  and  presentations.  Powwow  activities  will  take  place  on 
Saturday,  at  the  Dee  Stadium,  with  a Grand  Entry  at  12:00pm  and  also  at 
7:00pm.  A Grand  Entry  will  also  take  place  on  Sunday  at  12:00pm  followed 
by  a Give-Away  at  4:00pm.  Dancers,  singers,  drum  groups,  vendors,  and 
traders,  will  be  on  site  at  Dee  Stadium  throughout  the  weekend. 

If  you  would  like  to  participate  in  this  First  Annual  Spirit  of  the  Harvest 
Gathering  and  Powwow  as  a speaker,  presenter,  dancer,  trader,  or  artist,  or 
if  you  would  like  further  information  on  attending,  please  contact  Carole 


LaPointe,  Coordinator  N.A.  Outreach,  Department  of  Educational  Opportunity- 
MTU,  at  906/487-2920,  by  fax  at  906/487-3101,  or  through  e-mail  at 
cllapoin@mtu . edu 
Nancy  Gagnon 
Registrar's  Office 
Michigan  Technological  University 
1400  Townsend  Drive 
Houghton,  MI  49931-1295 
(906)  487-3323 
(906)  487-3343  (FAX) 
email:  negagnon@mtu.edu 


Neat  stuff  from  Char-Koosta  News: 

Sept.  6-8  Doug  Allard's  world  championship  stickgame  tourney. 

Substantial  winners'  purses.  Special  category  for 
youth  under  14.  Call  406-745-2951  or  406-726-3115 
for  details.  Games  played  at  the  pow  wow  grounds 
in  Arlee,  MT. 


Also  from  Char-Koosta  News: 

Sept.  5-8  27th  Annual  Internation  Pow  Wow,  Bismarck,  ND 
701-255-3285 

Sept  27-29  2nd  Annual  Council  Tree  Pow  Wow,  Delta,  CO 


800-874-1741 

Sept  28  Northern  Plains  Pow  Wow  and  Art  Show,  Sioux  Falls,  SD 


800-658-4797 


Oct  12 

Nov  2 

Nov  8-10 


6th  Annual  All-Children's  Pow  Wow,  Santa  Fe,  NM 
800-607-4636 

Univ.  of  Idaho  Falls  Pow  Wow,  Moscow,  ID 
208-885-7716 

Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Powwow,  White  Swan,  WA 
509-877-6121 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Mary  Dog  Soldier,  Nokwisa  Yona,  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation,  Steven  Smith, 

Donna  Hale  via  Marvin  and  Linda  Summerfield  (Cherokee  Observer), 

Turtle  Heart  (Mending  the  Sacred  Hoop  with  Song  Poems),  Debra  Sanders, 

Alan  Moomaw,  Danet  Smith,  Firehair,  Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres,  Ishgooda, 
Helen  Rieger,  Susanna  Shreeve,  Dan  Umstead,  Susan  Odonnel,  Robert  Gough, 
Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr.,  John  S.  Brack 

-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 


Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE- L or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 


Date:  Thu,  29  August  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 


genie  email 


Date:  Fri,  23  Aug  1996  16:43:35  -0400 
From:  abenaki@xtdl.com 

Sub j : First  Annual  Re-Discovery  Pow  Wow  (Hooksett,  NH,  12-13  October) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

October  12-13,  1996  will  be  the  day  of  celebration  for  the  Native 
American  Community  in  NH.  The  Pow  Wow  will  be  held  in  Flooksett  NH 
off  Interstate  93  Exit  11.  Admission  is  $5.00  for  adults  and  $2.50 
for  children  under  10  and  seniors.  All  proceeds  benefit  the  Abenaki 
Indian  Center,  Inc.  There  will  be  dancing,  drumming,  singing,  and 
Native  American  crafts  for  sale  and  on  display.  We  want  to  increase 
awareness  and  educate  the  general  public  about  the  presence  of 
Native  Americans  in  NH  and  invite  them  to  join  in  our  celebration. 

Contact  Information:  abenaki@xtdl.com 
or  1-888-NATIVES 

Marci  Martel,  Executive  Director 
Abenaki  Indian  Center,  Inc 

"RE : Tiller's  Guide"  


Date:  Fri,  23  Aug  1996  10:07:11  -0700 
From:  susanna@rain.org  (Susanna  Shreeve) 
Sub j : Tiller's  Guide 


Mailing  List: 


Dear  Friends, 


NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys .svle.ma.us) 

[Editorial  Note:  PLEASE  read  the  added  note  at  the  end 
of  the  original  post.] 


For  those  of  you  who  wish  to  receive  a free  copy  of  Tiller's  Guide,  call 
Economic  Development  Admin's  Indian  Planning  Office:  202  482-2873.  You 
can  also  request  a dept,  info  packet. 

I'm  interested  in  netting  with  those  of  you  already  working  in,  or 
interested  in  assisting  reservation  long-range  sustainable  development. 
Thanks,  to  those  of  you  who've  shared  this  info.  Please  include  me  in 
future  postings  on  this  topic. 

I recommend:  _Planning  for  Balanced  Development^  A Guide  for  Native 
Americans  and  Rural  Communities  by  Susan  Guyette  with  forward  by  Dave 
Warren ....  sponsored  by  the  Pueblo  of  Pojoaque. 

Clear  Light  Publishers,  1996.  823  Don  Diego.  Sante  Fe,  New  Mexico  87501 

ISBN  0-940666-64-2  (pbk)  $14.95 

_State  of  Native  America_  edited  by  M.  Annette  laimes.  South  End  Press, 
Boston  (If  I remember  correctly)  is  another  book  I recommend.  I haven't 
seen  either  of  these  mentioned  lately. 


QUESTIONS: 

What  one,  or  several  sources  would  you  suggest  as  most  currently  complete 
directory  (ies)  of  Native  American  organizations,  resources,  etc.  The 
technology  exists.  Is  anyone  attempting  a 'global'  guide  to  Native 
America?  A global  interest  in  this.  Are  we  ready? 

IF  this  is  a do-able  project,  who's  interested  in  contemplating 
constructing  something  for  the  approaching  wave  of  interest  that's  coming 
our  way?  Charts  and  lists  under  one  cover. 

How  many  of  us  are  gearing  up  to  assist  including  reservations  in  getting 
wired  for  computers  during  the  fast  approaching  October  Net  Day?  Let's 
net!  Info  Contact:  Kenneth  Wyrick,  Lazarus  Foundation  Western  Regional 
Director,  kmw@rain.org 

Since  immediate  needs,  as  well  as  long-range  economic  development,  can  get 

a technological  jump-start let's  collaborate,  network  with  netters  & 

non-netters  to  each  do  what  we  can  in  our  own  regions. 

Kenneth  can  direct  you  to  websites,  and  answer  questions  about  recycling 


computers  to  reservations,  and  urban  programs,  mobile  units,  etc. 


All  the  best 

Susanna  Shreeve 

. . . note  1 

Hello,  again, 

I received  a call  from  Mr.  Luis  Bueso,  Director  of  Planning. 

He  informs  us: 

The  name  of  the  book  now  available  free  upon  request:  _American  Indian 
Reservations  and  Trust  Areas.  He  prefers  you  call  202-482-3027  because 
you  may  leave  your  request  & info  on  voice  mail.  They  are  glad  to 
include  information  about  the  Planning  Office  (Economic  Development)  of 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce.  He'd  be  glad  to  include  information 
about  61  ongoing  economic  development  grants.  There  is  no  'Indian'  office 
as  I'd  previously  understood ... .through  my  several  calls,  which  referred 
me  to  his  assistant. 

As  to  'missing  pages:'  Pine  Ridge  is  covered  on  pages  150  & 151  only. 

This  is  a new  title,  not  necessarily  new  information. 

Over  and  out, 

Susanna 


"RE : Crazy  Horse  Defense  Project"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Aug  1996  12:30:09  -0400 

From:  rpwgough@aol.com 

Sub j : Crazy  Horse  Defense  Project 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

CRAZY  HORSE  UPDATE:  AUGUST  1996 

CRAZY  HORSE  DEFENSE  PR03ECT  ALERT!! 

ATTENTION  ALL  TRIBAL  LEADERS  AND  INTERESTED  PERSONS: 

Crazy  Horse  was  never  defeated.  He  resisted  all  forms  of 
domination,  including  alcohol.  Once  again.  Crazy  Horse  warns: 

Protect  the  people,  the  land  and  the  culture! 

The  Indian  wars  of  past  centuries  continue  today,  now  in  the  form  of 
non-Indian  exploitation  of  Indigenous  rights  and  resources,  including  land, 
water  and  even  our  cultures!  Today,  mainstream  society  freely  appropriates 
and  commercially  exploits  many  aspects  of  tribal  cultures  without  permission 
or  compensation,  and  without  respect  for  the  rights  of  tribes  or  Indian 
peoples.  The  disregard  of  our  treaties,  the  exploitation  of  our  resources, 
the  sale  of  sacred  objects,  the  abuse  of  ceremonies,  the  commercialization 
of  names,  designs  and  images,  the  use  of  racist  stereotypes,  and  even  the 
appropriation  of  personal  names  of  respected  Indian  leaders  have  gone  too 
far.  Such  exploitation  and  appropriation  must  stop! 

The  name  of  the  revered  Lakota  leader  Crazy  Horse  (Tasunke  Witko)  brings 
to  mind  strength,  courage,  integrity  and  honor.  When  we  think  of  Crazy 
Horse,  we  remember  his  brave  deeds  in  the  protection  of  Indian  people,  land 
and  culture.  We  stand  a little  taller  --  proud  to  be  American  Indians.  A 
century  after  his  death,  the  spirit  of  Crazy  Horse  is  once  again  in  the 
forefront  of  the  ongoing  battle  for  the  protection  of  Indian  rights. 

Since  March  1992,  this  powerful  name  has  been  wrongly  associated  with  an 
alcohol  product  called  "The  Original  Crazy  Horse  Malt  Liquor."  Crazy  Horse 
never  drank  and  repeatedly  warned  about  the  devastation  alcohol  would  bring 
to  Indian  people.  Nevertheless,  the  Heileman  and  Hornell  brewing  companies, 
and  Ferolito,  Vultaggio  & Sons,  the  makers  of  "Arizona  Iced  Tea",  have  stolen 
his  name  and  slapped  it  on  a cheap  40  oz.  malt  liquor  bottle.  Despite 
repeated  protests  from  Tribes  and  the  initiation  of  legal  action  by  the  Crazy 
Horse  family,  Ferolito  and  Vultaggio  continue  to  market  this  malt  liquor, 
along  with  their  other  sugar-water  products,  packaged  in  Indian  designs. 


Indian  people  must  unite  in  the  defense  of  the  Crazy  Horse  name.  He 
symbolizes  our  never-ending  struggle  to  protect  the  things  we  hold  sacred. 

If  they  can  put  his  name  on  a liquor  bottle,  then  nothing  in  Indian  country 
is  safe  or  sacred. 

The  Crazy  Horse  Defense  Project  (CHDP)  was  organized  at  the  request  of  the 
Crazy  Horse  family  to  generate  financial  support  and  grassroots  commitment 
for  the  protection  of  indigenous  cultural  rights.  The  CHDP  is  coordinating 
the  ongoing  national  effort  in  the  areas  of  public  education,  state  and 
federal  legislation,  grassroots  action  and  fund  raising. 

Please  fill  out  the  attached  questionnaire  and  fax  it  back  to  us  today  for 
updates  on  the  Estate's  legal  actions  in  the  Rosebud  Tribal  Court,  for  model 
resolutions  on  legislative  and  regulatory  protections,  and  for  additional 
information  on  how  you  can  participate  in  this  struggle  for  cultural  rights. 

Thank  you  for  joining  us  in  the  battle  to  protect  the  name  of  Crazy  Horse. 
Your  help  and  support  are  critical  in  this  struggle.  Pilamaya!! 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse, 

Phyllis  Tousey  Frederick,  Esq. 

National  Coordinator 
August  1996 

NEWS  UPDATE:  AUGUST  21,  1996 

BREWERS  SUE  CRAZY  HORSE  ESTATE  AND 
ROSEBUD  TRIBE  IN  FEDERAL  COURT  TO  HALT  LAWSUIT. 

Rosebud,  SD  --  Tribal  Court  defendants,  the  G.  Heileman  and  Hornell  brewing 
companies,  and  Ferolito,  Vultaggio  & Sons,  are  now  suing  the  Rosebud  Tribal 
Court,  a special  tribal  judge,  and  Seth  H.  Big  Crow,  Sr.,  Administrator  for 
the  Estate  of  Tasunke  Witko,  in  federal  district  court  in  Pierre,  SD.  The 
brewing  companies  seek  a federal  injunction  to  stop  the  Tribal  Court  from 
hearing  the  suit  brought  by  the  Estate  of  Tasunke  Witko. 

Robert  Gough,  attorney  for  the  Estate,  called  this  latest  action  an 
untimely  but  expensive  delaying  tactic.  "Federal  review  is  premature  because 
the  Tribal  Court  has  yet  to  develop  a full  record  on  the  case,"  said  Gough. 
"These  defendants  have  failed  to  exhaust  their  tribal  court  remedies  and 
this  federal  lawsuit  will  only  result  in  an  expensive  delay,"  Gough  added. 

On  Duly  24,  1996,  the  brewing  companies,  which  produce  "The  Original  Crazy 
Horse  Malt  Liquor"  and  "Arizona  Iced  Tea,"  filed  in  federal  district  court 
for  judicial  review  of  the  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rosebud 
Sioux  Tribe.  The  Rosebud  Supreme  Court  determined  that  the  Tribal  Court  does 
have  proper  legal  authority  to  hear  the  lawsuit  brought  against  the 
beer  makers  by  Big  Crow  and  the  Estate  based  upon  the  actions  of  the  beer 
companies  and  their  contacts  with  the  Rosebud  Reservation. 

Mick  Grossenburg,  a Winner  attorney  representing  the  malt  liquor  companies, 
served  the  federal  complaint  on  the  Rosebud  Tribal  Court  and  on  attorney 
Stanley  Whiting,  who  presided  as  special  tribal  judge  over  the  initial 
hearing  in  1994,  in  which  the  Estate's  suit  was  dismissed  for  lack  of 
jurisdiction  and  standing  under  the  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act. 

Estate  Administrator  Big  Crow,  who  apparently  has  not  yet  been  served  in  the 
federal  action,  had  appealed  special  judge  Whiting's  dismissal  to  the  Rosebud 
Supreme  Court.  On  Dune  14,  1996,  the  Tribal  Supreme  Court  affirmed  the 
Estate's  right  to  protect  the  name  and  found  that  the  Estate  had  presented 
sufficient  prima  facie  jurisdiction  evidence  to  survive  a motion  to  dismiss. 

The  Supreme  Court  overturned  Whiting's  dismissal,  and  order  "a  prompt  trial 
on  the  merits."  The  brewers'  federal  action  seeks  to  block  a tribal  court 
trial  on  the  merits  and  to  permanently  halt  all  tribal  court  proceedings 
against  them. 

According  to  the  federal  complaint,  the  brewers  seek  "(1)  a judgment 
declaring  that  the  Tribal  Court  does  not  have  subject  matter  jurisdiction 
over  the  Estate's  action  against... or  personal  jurisdiction  over  (the 
brewers);  (2)  an  injunction  against  Seth  H.  Big  Crow,  Sr.  preventing  him  from 
proceeding  against  (the  brewers)  in  the  Tribal  Court;  and  (3)  an  injunction 
against  the  Tribal  Court  preventing  it  from  asserting  jurisdiction  over  (the 
brewers) . " 

"This  really  comes  as  no  surprise,"  said  Gough,  attorney  for  the  Estate. 
"These  marketers  will  apparently  do  anything  to  avoid  being  held  accountable 


to  the  Lakota  people  for  their  appropriation  and  abuse  of  the  Crazy  Horse 
name.  When  we  first  filed  our  lawsuit,  Heileman,  Hornell,  Ferolito  and 
Vultaggio  sought  to  avoid  being  served  with  tribal  court  papers  for  almost 
six  months.  The  Estate  opposes  any  further  delay  in  having  'a  prompt  trial 
on  the  merits'  of  our  case,"  Gough  said.  "The  brewers  have  failed  to  exhaust 
their  tribal  court  remedies,  as  required  by  federal  law,  and  the  Tribal  Court 
should  be  able  to  develop  a full  record  before  any  federal  review  is 
appropriate.  Otherwise,  it  is  simply  a waste  of  time  and  resources  for  both 
tribal  and  federal  courts,"  Gough  added. 

In  the  Estate's  Tribal  Court  lawsuit,  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  moved  to  join 
with  Big  Crow  on  Dune  26,  1996,  to  protect  certain  claims  raised  by  the  Crazy 
Horse  family.  In  its  motion,  the  Tribe  brings  claims  under  the  Treaty  of 
1868  and  under  the  federal  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act  on  behalf  of  itself  and 
on  behalf  of  tribal  members  of  the  family.  In  its  decision,  the  Rosebud 
Supreme  Court  had  determined  that  the  language  of  the  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts 
Act  expressly  allowed  Indian  tribes  and  the  U.S.  Attorney  General  to  sue 
under  the  law,  but  denied  the  Estate's  standing  to  bring  its  claims  to  court 
on  its  own  behalf. 

"The  Tribe  has  a clear  right  to  stand  up  and  protect  its  interests  and  those 
of  tribal  members  under  the  law,"  said  Rosebud  Sioux  tribal  attorney  Eric 
Antoine.  At  an  August  6th  hearing  on  the  Tribe's  motion,  Antoine  argued  that 
"because  the  Tribe  and  the  Estate  share  questions  of  law  and  fact  in  this 
case  and  both  seek  relief  against  the  same  defendants,  the  Tribe  should  be 
allowed  to  stand  with  the  Estate  against  the  malt  liquor  makers." 

The  defendant  beer  makers  oppose  the  addition  of  the  Tribe  as  a plaintiff, 
and  in  a separate  motion  to  stay,  defendants  have  also  requested  that  the 
Rosebud  Tribal  Court  halt  its  own  proceedings  pending  the  outcome  of  their 
federal  court  lawsuit.  Opposing  the  brewers'  motion  for  a tribal  court  stay, 
tribal  attorney  Antoine  stated,  "Both  courts  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  in 
this  matter,  and  the  federal  court  should  stay  its  hand  pending  the  outcome 
of  the  Tribal  Court  trial  to  avoid  a jurisdictional  nightmare." 

"This  is  simply  another  attempt  to  further  delay  their  day  of  reckoning, 
but  they  will  not  succeed,"  said  Big  Crow.  "In  their  minds  they  are  dragging 
this  out  hoping  that  we  will  give  up  and  go  away  like  some  mythical 
'vanishing'  Indians.  We  have  waited  almost  three  years  for  our  day  in  court 
on  a matter  of  great  importance  to  Indian  people  all  over  the  country.  We 
will  not  be  denied,"  Big  Crow  added. 

Tribal  Civil  Court  Dudge  Virgil  Hauff  has  requested  the  parties  to  brief 
their  arguments  on  joinder  of  the  Tribe  and  the  request  for  a stay,  and  a 
decision  on  these  motions  is  expected  from  the  Rosebud  Court  with  early 
September. 

Anyone  interested  in  obtaining  more  information,  or  who  is  able  to 
contribute  to  the  financial  support  of  this  effort  now  in  litigation  in 
both  tribal  and  federal  courts,  is  urged  to  contact: 

The  Crazy  Horse  Defense  Project 
2306  Rockwood  Avenue 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota  55116 
612/690-3332  FAX:  612/690-4828 

or  phone: 

Phyllis  Tousey  Frederick 
CHDP  National  Coordinator 
at  715/425-0004 
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The  Hague  NL,  August  7,  1996 

Re:  Dutch  activities  for  the  international  week  for  the  Innu 
and  the  Earth  1996. 

Dear  Supporters  of  the  Innu, 

Probably  you  got  the  news  already  that  the  1996  International  Week  of 

Action  for  the  Innu  and  the  Earth  is  scheduled  for  October  12  to  19,  1996. 

The  Innu  Nation  has  asked  us  to  "pull  out  all  the  stops"  in  a last  bid 

attempt  to  end  low-level  military  flight  training  above  their  land. 

This  means  that  we  all  have  much  work  to  do  over  the  next  three  months  to 
prepare.  Please  commence  organizing  now. 

The  Dutch  have  not  yet  confirmed  their  continued  participation  for  the 
next  ten  years.  We  expect  the  parliamental  debate  about  the  renewal  of  the 
agreement  will  take  place  in  December.  Please  focus  on  protesting  the 
Netherlands . 

Remember  that  the  Canadian  Department  of  National  Defence  (DND)  has  stated 
that  it  requires  18,000  flights  a year  to  make  Air  Force  Base  Goose  Bay  in 
Labrador  "economical"  (or  in  other  words,  not  cost  the  Canadian  tax  payer, 
but  the  tax  payer  of  the  participating  countries) . This  is  why  DND  is  in  a 
frenzy  to  get  other  NATO  countries  to  join  in.  Without  Dutch  involvement, 
the  project  may  be  doomed.  However,  we  also  understand  that  DND  now  is 
pursuing  the  air  forces  of  Portugal  and  Spain  to  join  in.  In  Summer  1995, 
Italian  and  Belgian  air  forces  conducted  low-level  flights  from  Goose  Bay. 

In  the  fall  of  1995,  France's  air  force  also  checked  it  out,  but  they  are 
no  longer  interested.  Besides  that  The  Netherlands,  Germany,  United 
Kingdom  and  Canada,  Italy  continues  to  be  pursued.  The  Belgian  air  force 
will  be  combined  with  the  Dutch  air  force  within  two  years'  time.  The 
Belgians  are  now  practicing  under  the  Dutch  agreement. 

The  International  Campaign  for  the  Innu  and  the  Earth  (ICIE)  want  to  build 
on  the  major  campaign  success  regarding  the  nonviolent  occupation  of  the 
Dutch  Consulate  in  Toronto,  Canada  last  November  and  subsequent  acquittal 
this  past  April. 

Dutch  Parliament  On  February  14  we  had  a parliamental  debate  about  the 
MMOU.  In  May  the  Defence  Commission  of  the  parliament  visited  Goose  Bay. 

We  traveled  to  Nitassinan  and  before  the  visit  of  the  MPs  we  were  in  the 
unique  occasion  to  stay  in  the  hunting  camp  of  Innu  Nation  president  Peter 
Penashue.  In  their  three  days  program,  the  MPs  had  a one  hour  meeting  with 
the  Innu  Nation.  Two  MPs  changed  their  program  and  visited  the  camp  of 
Peter  for  a small  hour.  They  were  overflown  but  not  impressed.  It  was 
German  Tornados,  not  Dutch  F16s. 

Protest  letters  can  be  sent  to: 

The  chairman  of  the  Defence  commission  of  the  Second  Chamber 

of  Parliament 

PO  Box  20018 

NL  - 2500  EA  The  Hague 

fax:  + 31  70  3183440 

Defense  minister  of  state 
drs.  D.C.  Gmelich  Meijling 
PO  Box  20701 
NL  - 2500  ES  The  Hague 

fax:  +31  70  318  6575. 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 
mr.  H.A.F.M.O.  van  Mierlo 
PO  Box  20061 
NL  - 2500  EB  The  Hague 

fax:  + 31  70  3484848. 

or  the  Dutch  embassy  in  your  country. 


Hunting  camp 


After  the  successful  camp  in  front  of  the  Canadian  embassy  in  The  Hague  in 
November  1995,  we  will  hold  our  "hunting  camp"  this  year  from  October  11 
to  14.  This  time  near  the  Dutch  air  force  base  Volkel  in  the  south  of  the 
Netherlands  near  Eindhoven.  We  hope  to  collect  enough  funds  to  ask  the 
Innu  Nation  to  send  representatives  to  the  Netherlands  in  the  week  before 
to  go  to  the  European  Parliament  and  join  us  in  the  camp.  We  invited 
Elizabeth  and  lack  Penashue  during  our  stay  in  their  hunting  camp.  Canadian 
and  European  citizens  are  welcome  to  join  us  as  well.  The  area  of  the  camp 
is  owned  by  the  peace  group  Atoomvrijstaat . 

Ombudsman 

In  Duly  we  got  the  draft  report  regarding  the  complaint  of  the  lawsuit 
proceeding  on  lanuary  24,  1995  by,  among  others,  Penote  Michel  and  the 

Innu  Support  Group  to  the  National  Ombudsman. 

The  report  gives  a good  overview  regarding  the  proceeding  by  the  court 

regarding  the  occupation  of  the  airstrip  of  Volkel,  NL  on  October  12, 

1992.  We  are  curious  what  the  final  decision  will  be  by  the  Ombudsman.  The 
main  point  is  if  the  cost  made  for  the  lawsuit  on  lanuary  24,  1995  will  be 
paid  back. 

Let's  see  what  innovative  and  helpful  actions  we  can  cook  up  in  1996! 

Keep  us  informed  of  your  activities  please. 

Govert  de  Groot 

co-ordinator  Innu  Support  Group  NL 

PO  Box  13670 

2501  ER  The  Hague  NL 

ph:  + 31  70  3888553 

fax:  + 31  70  3887900 

e-mail:  innusuppnl@gn.apc.org 

Canadian  address: 

ICIE 

148  Kerr  Street 
Oakville  Canada 
ON  L6K  3A7 

+ 1 905  849  5501  for  phone  and  fax 
e-mail:  icie@web.apc.org 

"RE : Leech  Lake  Update"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Aug  1996  22:07:12  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Leech  Lake  Update  8/26/96 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

PRESS  RELEASE:  North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach 
and  Resource  Center 

Aaniin  Indian  Country, 

We  have  just  returned  from  our  journey  to  Mount  Adams  for  the  Camp 
Chaparral  "Healing  of  Veterans."  Because  of  the  refusal  of  Leech  Lake 
District  Representative  lack  Seeyle  to  discuss  our  traveling  needs,  and  the 
standoff  that  has  been  ongoing  here  on  the  Leech  Lake  Reservation  by  the 
sitting  council  (a  council  made  up  of  convicted  felons,  practicing 
alcoholics  and  a cocaine  abuser)  against  the  newly  elected  chairman  Eli 
Hunt,  we  were  able  to  take  only  one  veteran  and  spouse  to  the  program  at 
the  Yakama  Nation.  We  learned  much  from  our  week's  participation  in  the 
program  and  the  traditional  ceremonies  held  for  the  healing  of  Native 
American  Veterans  and  the  cross-cultural  understanding  by  the  VA  employees, 
counselors,  and  service  reps  who  are  called  upon  to  work  with  the  Indian 
Vets  throughout  the  country. 

As  we  left  Cass  Lake  on  August  16th,  the  Cass  Lake  Band  and  Teals  Super 
Market  were  refusing  to  cash  the  paychecks  of  Leech  Lake  employees  whose 


checks  had  been  signed  by  Chairman  Hunt.  Upon  the  federal  felony 
convictions  of  the  former  chairman  Alfred  Pemberton  and  sec/treas  Danial 
Brown,  the  federal  judge  told  these  two  that  they  could  no  longer  do  any 
' business/money ' dealings  for  the  tribe.  At  that  time,  lack  Seeyle  and 
Alfred  Fairbanks  (who  totes  a sidearm  to  work  and  flashes  it  around)  were 
given  TEMPORARY  authorization  to  sign  checks  for  the  Leech  Lake  Band.  The 
BIA  and  the  TEC  (Tribal  Executive  Committee  of  the  Minnesota  Chippewa 
Tribe)  have  both  recognized  Eli  Hunt  as  the  duly  elected  chairman  of  the 
Leech  Lake  Band.  The  constitution  of  the  MCT  clearly  states  that  the  duly 
elected  chairman  HAS  THE  AUTHORITY  to  sign  checks  for  the  Leech  Lake  Band, 
but  the  Cass  Lake  Bank  is  refusing  to  recognize  our  Chairman  until  they 
receive  ' authorization/permission ' from  the  convicted  felons,  practicing 
alcoholics  and  cocaine  abuser. 

The  day  we  left  we  also  learned  that  the  sitting  council  of  convicted 
felons,  practicing  alcoholics  and  cocaine  abuser  (also  still  'recognized' 
by  the  BIA  and  TEC)  had  called  in  the  National  Indian  Gaming  Commission  to 
tell  them  that  Chairman  Hunt  had  dismissed  'their'  licensed  Gaming 
Officials  and  tried  to  get  the  casinos  at  Leech  Lake  shut  down.  A 
disparate  effort  to  get  the  Leech  Lake  people  to  side  with  them  through 
economic  extortion. 

We  also  learned  that  the  council  had  met  in  secret  AGAIN  and  had  passed 
another  (illegal)  resolution.  This  one  to  close  the  Twin  Cities  Leech  Lake 
Office  in  retaliation  for  the  support  shown  by  the  Twin  Cities  enrollees 
for  Chairman  Hunt. 

We  learned  too,  that  the  BIA  has  turned  over  petitions  calling  for  the 
removal  of  council  members  to  the  council  to  'verify  the  signatures.'  (In 
reality,  for  the  council  to  retaliate  against  petition  signers.) 

Throughout  the  power  struggle  here  at  Leech  Lake,  Chairman  Eli  Hunt  has 
proven  himself  to  be  a true  Anishnaabe  Leader,  looking  out  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  band  members.  He  continues  to  model  true  leadership  and 
appropriate  adult  behavior  to  the  sitting  council.  They  continue  to  get 
their  'advice'  from  non-indian  lawyers. 

On  Friday,  August  23,  the  Leech  Lake  Band  of  Chippewa  took  matters  into 
their  own  hands  to  solve  the  ongoing  power  struggle  between  the  tribe's 
councilors  and  the  chairman  by  forming  a General  Council  consisting  of  the 
chairmen  from  the  12  local  Indian  councils  that  represent  the  communities 
of  the  Leech  Lake  Reservation,  including  the  Twin  Cities.  The  General 
Council  voted  to  assume  the  legislative  authority  over  the  band  and 
designated  the  existing  five-man  Tribal  Council  as  the  body  to  carry  out 
approved  legislation.  The  Tribal  Council  will  continue  to  carry  out  all 
duties  pertaining  to  money  and  business  but  will  no  longer  be  allowed  to 
pass  any  legislation  governing  the  tribe. 

The  General  Council  and  tribal  members  took  action  because  the  tribal 
constitution  makes  the  Tribal  Council  accountable  only  to  itself.  Under 
the  constitution,  council  members  can  only  be  removed  by  a two-thirds  vote 
of  the  rest  of  the  council  --  and  they  will  never  act  to  remove  council 
members  because  they  are  protecting  each  other,  with  the  blessing  and 
cooperation  of  the  BIA  and  the  TEC. 

Hear  the  voices  of  the  Leech  Lake  People: 

Guy  Greene  of  the  Sugar  Point  Council:  "Everybody  comes  to  the  meetings 
and  says  what  they  know  about  government.  To  hell  with  the  government. 
Listen  to  the  Leech  Lake  people.  Go  up  to  the  tribal  office  and  throw 
those  hood  out.  If  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  Tribal  Executive 
Committee  don't  recognize  you,  to  hell  with  them.  They've  never  helped  us. 
The  BIA  has  been  kicking  the  people  in  the  face  for  years." 

Martin  Dennings,  General  Council  member:  "As  the  people,  we  are  poor.  We 
don't  have  the  lawyers  the  councilmen  do  or  their  ear  of  the  TEC  either. 

We  have  to  take  some  drastic  steps,  but  they  have  to  be  legal  steps.  We 
don't  want  the  'feds'  coming  in."  (Council  members  high  priced  non-indian 
lawyers  are  being  paid  with  tribal  funds.) 

Hartley  White,  Chairman  of  the  General  Council:  "You  mean  to  tell  me  that 
four  people  are  going  to  whip  us  to  death.  There  should  be  4,000  of  us 
against  them.  I am  doing  this  for  my  grandchildren's  future.  I don't  care 
about  it  for  me.  I have  a pension.  I'LL  live.  The  tribe  is  like  a truck 


that  is  spinning  its  tires  because  there  is  no  weight  in  the  pickup  bed. 

You  people  are  the  weight  we  need.  You  people  need  to  support  this 
council . " 

Dee  Fairbanks,  Tribal  Press  Secretary  (regarding  attempts  by  the  council 
to  have  the  casinos  shut  down):  "These  four  guys  (Tribal  Council  Members) 
are  trying  to  shoot  us  in  the  foot.  As  a sovereign  nation,  you  don't  want 
to  involve  the  feds  in  your  affairs.  Our  guys  (newly  appointed  gaming 
administrators)  were  issued  temporary  licenses.  But  the  licensing 
procedure  was  sabotaged  by  the  band's  gaming  personnel  director  and  gaming 
compliance  officer,  who  are  both  related  to  Tribal  Council  members  and  who 
sat  on  the  paperwork  to  instigate  an  investigation  by  federal  authorities. 

You  can  kind  of  see  how  this  was  set  up." 

So  the  struggle  continues  at  here  in  Minnesota  Chippewa  Country.  The 
non-indian  bank  president  at  the  Cass  Lake  Bank,  has  joined  the  high  priced 
non-indian  lawyers  to  interpret  the  tribal  constitution  and  make  the  calls 
for  the  people  of  Leech  Lake  to  the  tune  of  "Turkeys  in  the  Straw"  in  step 
with  the  BIA  and  the  TEC.  (Did  you  see  that  coyote  just  run  by  laughing?) 

Please  note  that  the  Vets'  Outreach  will  be  taking  a gift  to  the  Tribal 
Council:  a bag  of  apples  from  the  Yakama  Nation. 

We  will  keep  you  posted. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : FAN:  4th  Day  Interfor  Blockade"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Aug  1996  10:38:41  -0500 
From:  odonnels@ccmail . dcu . ie 

Sub j : Forest  Action  Network:  4th  Day  Interfor  Blockade 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

From  fan@alternatives.com  Sun  Aug  11  19:00:02  1996 
Date:  Sun,  11  Aug  1996  18:21:38  -0700 

INTERFOR  SERVES  IN3UNCTI0N  TO  PROTESTERS  IN  DAY  4 OF  LOG- EXPORT  BLOCKADE 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  CONTACT:  Diana  Wilson  or  Greg  Higgs 

Saturday,  August  10,  1996  604-799-5800 

BELLA  COOLA,  BC  --  Interfor  process  servers  arrived  at  5:00  pm  last 
night  to  read  a court  order  to  25  FAN  protesters  who  have  been 
shutting  down  operations  at  Interfor 's  Taleomey  log  sorting  area 
since  last  Wednesday  morning.  All  the  logging  feeding  this  operation 
is  being  carried  out  on  unceded  Nuxalk  territory.  Before  the  process 
servers  arrived,  FAN  activist  David  Damstrom,  50,  moved  from  his 
previous  position,  locked  by  the  neck  inside  the  claws  of  a front  end 
loader,  to  perch  atop  a 40-foot  pole  imbedded  in  the  road  through 
the  body  of  the  the  same  machine,  which  is  used  to  dump  logs  into 
the  ocean.  This  completely  shuts  down  the  entire  log  sorting 
operation  and  is  preventing  Interfor  from  loading  the  logs  onto 
a barge  to  ship  them  out  of  the  local  area. 

A second  activist,  30-year  old  Alicia  Alfonso,  remains  locked  by  her 
neck  to  the  axle  underneath  one  of  Interfor's  pick-up  trucks  for  her 
4th  day,  preventing  any  further  logs  from  being  hauled  down  from 
the  logging  sites.  A third  protester  is  suspended  on  a line  between 
two  trees  with  a banner  that  reads  "LOG  EXPORTS  EQUAL  30B 
EXPORTS".  Other  activists  have  set  up  their  tents  directly  on  the  log 
sorting  area. 

"These  jobs  being  shipped  out  of  the  area  translate  directly  into  lost 
employment  and  revenue  in  the  local  economy, " said  FAN  spokesperson 


Diana  Wilson.  "Big  companies  like  Interfor  are  making  huge  profits 
clearcutting  the  last  of  B.C.'s  old-growth  forests,  while  locally- 
controlled  small  business  loggers  and  value-added  operators  are  shut 
down  because  they  can't  get  access  to  wood.  What  we  want  to  see  is 
ecologically  sustainable  forestry  that  is  locally-controlled  and  locally 
processed,  so  that  we  can  have  both  a healthy  local  economy  and  preserve 
the  long-term  ecological  integrity  of  the  coastal  temperate 
rainforest . " 

Interfor  received  the  court  order  prohibiting  interference  with  their 
Taleomey  operations  yesterday  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  B.C.  The 
protesters  were  advised  that  they  were  now  liable  for  arrest  if  they 
continued  to  defy  the  court  order,  and  the  police  are  expected  to 
attempt  to  remove  the  protesters  on  Sunday  or  Monday. 

According  to  an  affidavit  from  Hans  Grenander,  Operations  Forester 
for  Interfor 's  mid-coast  operation,  the  logs  being  blockaded  contain 
6000  cubic  meters  of  timber  valued  at  $730,000.  The  logs  were 
scheduled  to  be  barged  out  of  the  area  on  August  11  or  12th. 

Practically  none  of  value  of  this  timber  stays  in  the  local  Bella  Coola 
region.  Over  95%  of  the  trees  cut  in  the  Mid-Coast  Forest  District  are 
exported  out  of  the  region,  with  no  local  processing.  None  of 
Interfor' s 9 mills  are  located  within  the  district,  so  all  the  logs,  and 
processing  jobs,  are  transported  400  kilometers  south  to  Vancouver. 

Interfor  ships  approximately  50  fully  laden  barges  per  year  from  the 

region.  

/ / / /|  / 
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*****  I i ii  j FOREST  ACTION  NETWORK  ***** 

* * 

* Vancouver:  Box  155,  1895  Commercial,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4A6  * 

* (604)739-4782,  (604)736-7115  fax  * 

* * 

* Bella  Coola:  Box  625,  Bella  Coola,  BC,  Canada  V0T  ICO  * 

* (604)799-5800,  (604)799-5830  fax  * 

* * 

* http://www.alternatives.com/fan/index.html  * 

* * 

************  CAMPAIGNING  TO  SAVE  THE  GREAT  COAST  RAINFOREST 

"RE : Oneidas  and  the  Birth  of  America"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Aug  1996  09:59:39  +0000 
From:  umstead@oneida-nation.org  (Dan  Umstead) 

Sub j : The  Oneidas  and  the  Birth  of  the  American  Nation 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

FEATURE  STORY 

For  Immediate  Release 

1777:  The  Oneidas  and  the  Birth  of  the  American  Nation  (The  following  was 
compiled  from  the  research  of  Tony  Wonderley,  Oneida  Nation  historian) 

ONEIDA  NATION  TERRITORY,  via  Oneida,  NY  --  Fighting  for  the  cause 
of  American  liberty  and  independence,  Oneida  Nation  warriors  fought  and 
died  on  battlegrounds  ranging  from  Valley  Forge,  Pennsylvania,  to  the 
Canadian  border  of  New  York  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  alliance 
forged  with  the  fledgling  United  States  was  of  the  Oneidas'  choosing.  It 
was  one  they  honored  throughout  the  war  and  still  honor  today.  The  price 
paid  by  the  Oneida  Nation  for  this  stand  is  almost  beyond  comprehension. 
They  lost  their  homes  and  property;  they  endured  starvation,  disease,  and 
the  sometimes  violent  bigotry  of  their  allies;  and  they  lost  the  lives  of 
at  least  a third  of  their  people. 

The  Oneida  Nation  helped  the  American  cause  in  several  ways 
throughout  the  war.  However,  at  the  most  crucial  moment  of  the  conflict, 
in  the  decisive  year  of  the  war,  the  Oneidas  played  a strategically 
significant  role  in  the  American  Revolution  and  changed  the  course  of 


history. 

For  generations,  Oneida  Members  have  kept  alive  the  tradition  of 
the  timely  help  they  offered  to  the  United  States  and  the  terrible 
suffering  they  endured  in  the  American  cause. 

William  Rockwell,  an  Oneida  leader  early  in  this  century,  recorded 
a remark  made  by  an  elderly  Oneida  in  1909:  "If  all  the  skulls  of  the 
Oneida  Indians  killed  by  British  forces  in  fighting  to  help  the  colonials 
get  their  freedom  were  piled  together,  the  pile  would  be  larger  than  the 
capital  building  in  Albany."  (Rockwell  Papers)  1777:  Decisive  Year  of  the 
War  Great  Britain's  war  strategy  was  to  isolate  New  England  from  the 
other  colonies.  New  England,  considered  the  hotbed  of  the  colonist 
rebellion,  was  to  be  treated  as  a localized  cancer  which  could  be 
separated  from  the  American  provinces.  The  British  believed  that  without 
New  England,  anti-British  sentiment  would  die  down  in  the  colonies. 

The  physical  separation  of  New  England  was  to  be  accomplished  by 
two  British  armies  invading  south  from  Canada.  The  larger,  under  Gen. 
Burgoyne,  would  proceed  down  the  natural  corridor  formed  by  the  Richelieu 
River,  Lake  George,  and  Lake  Champlain  to  the  Hudson  River.  Around 
Albany,  this  army  would  link  up  with  the  second  army  which  would  have 
followed  the  Mohawk  Valley  east  to  the  Hudson.  This  smaller  force  under 
St.  Leger  would  first  secure  the  Oneida  Carrying  Place  --  a tremendously 
vital  node  for  communication  and  transportation  throughout  the  entire 
Northeast  --  guarded  by  Fort  Stanwix  (called  Schuyler  by  the  Americans)  at 
Rome.  St.  Leger's  army  also  would  take  the  Mohawk  Valley,  important  to 
both  sides  as  a key  agricultural  district  and  a pesky  region  of  patriot 
sentiment  in  its  own  right.  These  movements  would  be  supported  by  a third 
army  in  New  York  City  commanded  by  Gen.  Howe. 

Both  invasions  were  defeated  (St.  Leger  at  Fort  Stanwix  and 
Burgoyne  at  Saratoga).  Largely  as  a result  of  these  battles,  France 
declared  war  on  Great  Britain  and  rendered  invaluable  aid  to  the  American 
cause.  Spain  also  joined  the  war  and  Great  Britain  was  suddenly  faced 
with  a world  war.  After  1777,  British  resources  were  committed  to  the 
most  strategically  important  theaters  of  this  global  conflict.  To  the 
British  government,  the  American  colonies  became  a sideshow,  a backwater 
in  a larger  war  (Piers  Mackesy,  The  War  for  America,  1775-1783;  1964, 
Cambridge:  Harvard  University  Press).  Taking  Sides 

Haudenosaunee  (Iroquois)  tradition  holds  that  the  council  fire  at 
Onondaga,  the  central  meeting  place  for  the  Haudenosaunee  Confederacy,  was 
covered  during  the  Revolution.  Each  nation  was  free  to  follow  its  own 
course  in  the  war  (Morgan : 113-14;  Tehanetorens) . Most  Haudenosaunee  were 
drawn  into  the  struggle;  most  ended  up  fighting  on  the  British  side. 

The  Oneidas  say  they  chose  to  fight  with  the  Americans  because 
they  believed  in  the  cause  of  American  liberty.  They  were  well  informed 
on  these  issues.  On  several  occasions,  groups  of  Oneida  leaders  toured 
eastern  cities  to  determine,  as  they  put  it,  the  merits  of  the  case 
(Penrose  1981:55;  Graymount:  92,  100;  Simms  1883:13-15;  Fort  Stanwix 
typescript  784).  Their  discussion  on  the  merits  of  the  case  was  ongoing. 

In  1779,  for  example  the  American  commander  of  Fort  Stanwix  reported  how 
the  Oneidas:  "sat  in  council  and  every  individual  desired  to  declare  his 
final  resolution  as  to  the  part  to  be  taken  in  the  present  seeming  crisis 
of  their  affairs . " 

At  the  same  time  should  any  choose  to  join  the  enemy,  free  liberty  was 
given  to  withdraw  from  their  tribe... the  result  of  their  meeting  was  a 
unanimous  resolution  to  stand  by  each  other  in  defence  of  their  lives  and 
liberty  against  any  enemy  that  might  be  disposed  to  attack  them. . . [T]hey 
would  never  violate  their  alliance  with  the  American  States,  and  though 
they  would  not  be  the  aggressor  or  wantonly  provoke  any  tribe  to  war,  yet 
they  should  be  henceforth  on  their  guard  against  any  enemy  whatsoever" 
(Clinton  Papers  4:492-3).  Oriskany,  Fort  Stanwix,  Saratoga 

A number  of  Oneidas  were  in  Fort  Stanwix  during  the  1777  siege  and 
according  to  testimony  given  in  1877,  "aided  in  driving  off  the  British 
and  Indians  trying  to  undermine  and  blow  up  Fort  Stanwix."  American 
volunteers  of  the  Mohawk  Valley  (Tryon  County  Militia)  rushing  to  relieve 
the  siege  ran  into  an  ambush  just  west  of  the  Oriskany  village.  A 
tremendous  slaughter  of  Americans  occurred  during  the  opening  minutes  of 


the  Battle  of  Oniskany.  Those  who  remained  alive,  and  had  not  run, 
gathered  into  a circle  around  the  commander  Herkimer  where  they  fought 
heroically  the  rest  of  the  day.  That  is  where  Oneidas  were.  That  day 
they  joined  the  war,  fighting  beside  Herkimer's  band. 

Perhaps  the  most  famous  was  Te-haw-en-ga-rag-wen  (Man  with  Snow 
Shoes,  called  Hanyerry  or  John  Jury  by  English  speakers),  a leader  of  the 
Oneida  village  at  Oriskany.  A contemporaneous  newspaper  reference  to  this 
battle  describes  him  as:  "a  friendly  Indian,  with  his  wife  and  son,  who 
distinguished  themselves  remarkably  on  that  occasion.  The  Indian  killed 
nine  of  the  enemy,  when,  having  received  a ball  through  his  wrists  that 
disabled  him  from  using  his  gun,  fought  with  his  tomahawk.  His  son  killed 
two  and  his  wife,  on  horseback,  fought  by  his  side  with  pistols  during  the 
whole  action"  (Scott  1927:224). 

That  this  was  Tehawengaragwen  and  his  wife,  Tyona janegen,  is 
confirmed  by  an  account  which  originated  with  that  lady:  "Hon  Yerry  was 
shot  through  the  right  wrist  so  as  to  disable  him  from  loading  his  gun  (he 
on  horseback),  when  his  wife  repeatedly  loaded  it  for  him,  and  he  managed 
to  aim  its  content  at  the  enemy.  He  had  a sword  hanging  by  his  side, 
indicative  of  his  rank  as  a captain  or  war  leader.  His  wife  had  a gun 
also  and  used  it  too  in  the  fight.  So  she  related  and  added  that  there 
was  a good  deal  of  close  intermixing  between  Americans  and  British,  and 
American  and  British  Indians,  and  she  could  see  the  British  all  around" 
(Draper  11:196-7). 

The  British  drew  off  from  Fort  Stanwix  on  August  21.  A month 
later,  Oneida  warriors  gathered  in  Albany  to  take  up  the  hatchet  in  the 
American  cause;  that  is,  to  formally  declare  war.  Immediately,  they  were 
asked  to  join  the  American  army  battling  Burgoyne  around  Saratoga.  They 
did  this,  according  to  an  American  account,  "with  great  alacrity,  and 
with  such  dispatch  as  to  reach  General  Gates  before  noon  next  day,  and  by 
night  the  remainder  arrived  at  the  camp,  making  in  all  near  one  hundred 
and  fifty.  They  have  already  taken  about  30  prisoners  and  intercepted 
some  dispatches  from  General  Burgoyne  to  Gen.  Powel,  commander  at 
Ticonderoga"  (NY  Hist.  Soc.  1880:190-1). 

According  to  the  testimony  of  a local  man  whose  father  fought  at 
Saratoga,  the  Oneidas  were  "brave  men  who  fought  like  bulldogs  til 
Burgoyne  surrendered"  (Draper  11:264-5). 

After  Oriskany  and  Fort  Stanwix,  the  State  of  New  York  expressed 
its  appreciation  of  the  Oneidas:  "Resolved,  that  the  Oneyda  Nation  are 
the  allies  of  this  State  and  that  we  shall  consider  any  attack  upon  them 
as  an  attack  upon  our  own  People"  (Public  Papers  of  Clinton  2:272). 

In  December,  the  American  Congress  gratefully  addressed  the 
Oneidas  in  these  terms:  "We  have  experienced  your  love,  strong  as  the 
oak,  and  your  fidelity,  unchangeable  as  truth.  You  have  kept  fast  hold  of 
the  ancient  covenant  chain  and  preserved  it  free  from  rust  and  decay,  and 
bright  as  silver.  Like  brave  men,  for  glory  you  despised  danger.  You 
stood  forth  in  the  cause  of  your  friends  and  ventured  your  lives  in  our 
battles.  While  the  sun  and  moon  continue  to  give  light  to  the  world,  we 
shall  love  and  respect  you.  As  our  trusty  friends,  we  shall  protect;  and 
shall  at  all  times  consider  your  welfare  as  our  own"  (Journals  of  the 
Continental  Congress  9:996). 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Daniel  Umstead  The  Oneida  Indian  Nation 

Internet  Coordinator  "A  Sovereign  Nation 

Oneida  Indian  Nation  in 

http://one-web.org/oneida/  Cyber-space! " 

315-361-6300  http://one-web.org/oneida/ 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA 
Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NativeWeb,  Triballaw,  NativeLit-L,  & 
NATIVE-L  listservers;  UUCP  & genie  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, 
alt . activism,  alt . prisons, soc . culture. native, ape . indig. info 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"As  a child,  I understood  how  to  give;  I have  forgotten  that  grace  since 
I became  civilized.  I lived  the  natural  life,  whereas  I now  live  the 
artificial.  Any  pretty  pebble  was  valuable  to  me  then,  every  growing 
tree  an  object  of  reverence. 

"Now  I worship  with  the  white  man  before  a painted  landscape  whose 
value  is  estimated  in  dollars!  Thus  the  Indian  is  reconstructed , as 
the  natural  rocks  are  ground  to  a powder  and  made  into  artificial 
blocks  that  may  be  built  into  the  walls  of  modern  society." 

Dr.  Charles  Alexander  Eastman  (Ohiyesa),  Santee  Sioux 


0 o 0 

0 o 0 

0 o o o o 0 
0 o 0 

0 o 0 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 


[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  | 
j so  that  my  forefathers  \ 

\ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

There  is  yet  another  language  represented  in  the  banner  in  honor  of  a 
promise  I made  nearly  three  years  ago  that  I would  include  as  many  First 
Nation's  languages  in  the  title  as  were  given  to  me.  If  it  is  cluttered, 
then  that's  how  it  is.  This  is  news  of/for  the  People  and  it  makes  little 
sense  to  send  it  out  titled  only  in  the  language  of  the  occupation  forces. 


My  wife  and  I were  privileged  to  be  at  a powwow  this  last  weekend  that 
saw  vows  kept  before  those  gathered.  More  and  more  we  are  seeing  people 
making  vows  and  keeping  them  in  the  old  ways.  More  and  more  we  are  seeing 
the  circles  mended  and  strengthened.  I return  thanks  for  being  granted 
witness  to  these  connections  and  honoring  of  vows. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 

===w=w=== 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@juno.com 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@genie.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 


- Urgent  Update  From  Peltier 

- Norma  lean  Croy  Update 

- Cherokee  ludge  Castigates  Attorney 

- Logging  at  ANPO  to  Begin  Soon 

- Childrens'  Literature  Project 

- IAIA,  The  Beat  Goes  On 

- Indian  Art  Education 

- Wintu  Prayer  Site  in  Danger 

- Leech  Lake  Chairman  Offers  to  Resign 

- FDL  Protestors  Block  Construction 

- ICWA  Attorney  Wanted 

- Poem:  The  Children  Of  Indians 

- Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 


Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 
URGENT:  Quentin  Big  Medicine  Missing 
KBIC/Turtle  Mountain  Conflict 
Dudley  George  Memorial  Feast 
Protecting  Lyle  Point 
Wind  River  Indian  Reservation 


RE:  Urgent  Update  From  Peltier 


Date:  Sat,  31  Aug  1996  13:16:25  -0400 

From:  lpdc@idir.net 

Sub j : Urgent  Update  From  Peltier 

UUCP  email 


URGENT  CALL  TO  ACTION 
Dear  Friends, 

On  August  20,  FBI  Director  Louis  Freeh  called  a press  conference  to  urge 
members  of  Congress  to  hold  hearings  concerning  ways  to  further  limit  the 
already  restricted  access  federal  prisoners  have  with  their  families  and 
communities.  Complaining  that  federal  prisoners  have  too  many  rights  and 
privileges  which  allow  them  to  maintain  contact  with  the  streets,  Freeh 
proposed  that  Congress  find  ways  to  limit  phone  calls,  out  going  mail  and 
visits . 

Some  people  may  not  have  much  concern  or  sympathy  for  the  ever  worsening 
conditions  in  prisons,  because  the  public  is  worried  about  crime  and 
criminals.  While  sound  arguments  have  been  made  that  extreme  conditions  of 
repression  and  deprivation  only  serve  to  create  more  dangerous  criminals; 


in  other  words,  it  makes  the  problem  of  public  safety  worse  and  not  better, 
our  concern  here  is  about  political  prisoners.  Let's  be  very  clear,  political 
prisoners  in  the  US  are  often  subjected  to  the  harshest  conditions  and 
prisons.  As  new,  even  more  restrictive  and  irrational  policies  are  proposed 

and  implemented,  they  will  be  forced  on  political  prisoners  as  well  as 
other  prisoners.  In  fact  it  is  likely  many  of  us  will  be  singled  out  first 
and  most  harshly  by  these  new  policies.  You  folks  outside  that  have  concern, 
sympathy  or  love  for  any  or  all  of  the  political  prisoners  in  US  jails 
should  understand  that  it  is  not  just  some  anonymous  drug  dealer  or  robber 
who  is  being  denied  contact  with  his  community  --  it  is  every  captured 
freedom  fighter  and  prisoner  of  conscience  who  is  being  further  cut  off 
from  his/her  community. 

Freeh's  proposals  are  the  most  recent  in  a series  of  repressive  policies 
being  proposed  and  implemented  throughout  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons 
(BOP).  In  August,  here  in  Leavenworth  federal  prison  during  a two  week 
lock-down  that  was  basically  a case  of  guards  panicking  and  overreacting 
(29  shots  were  fired  in  the  yard  from  two  towers)  when  two  men  got  into  a 
fight.  Warden  Page  True  had  all  the  weights  and  weight  lifting  equipment 
removed  from  the  institution.  He  also  issued  a memorandum  detailing  a new 
severely  restricted  list  of  what  property  prisoners  would  soon  be  allowed. 
Among  many  restrictions,  but  of  special  concern  to  political  prisoners,  is 
that  books  and  literature  will  be  limited  to  six  books,  six  magazines,  and 
six  newspapers  (not  more  than  one  week  old).  This  includes  all  educational, 
legal,  reference,  spiritual  and  recreational  reading  material!  Resource 
materials  for  external  education  classes,  (prisoner  paid  for  college 
correspondence  programs  --  all  post  GED  education  offered  by  the  prison  was 
eliminated  last  year!)  and  legal  cases  are  offered  in  the  above  6 
book/magazine  limit.  Even  commissary  items  like  portable  radios  and  sweat 
clothes  once  sold  in  the  commissary  here,  if  not  on  the  new  list,  will  be 
confiscated.  These  measures  come  during  a time  when  the  BOP  and  Congress 
are  testing  the  waters  on  how  much  of  the  gains  made  by  prisoners  throughout 
the  last  two  decades  can  be  recalled  and  taken  back.  Limitations  on  contact 
visits  (contact  visits  at  Leavenworth  presently  mean  sitting  in  plastic 
chairs,  prisoners  on  one  side,  visitors  on  the  other,  with  a small  table  in 
between)  phones,  mail,  and  educational  and  legal  material  is  all  about 
tightening  the  screws  on  prisoners  and  their  loved  ones  and  is  designed  to 
discourage  contact  and  further  isolate  prisoners.  As  we  have  witnessed 
before,  the  FBI,  BOP  and  those  seeking  political  mileage  on  the  "get  tough 
on  prisoners/criminals  platform"  portray  prisoners  as  having  a lush  life 
full  of  accommodations.  This  is  nonsense.  Except  perhaps  for  special 
minimum  security  camps  where  top  white  collar  criminals  and  government 
officials  caught  too  red  handedly  are  sent,  prisons  have  never  been  easy  or 
comfortable  places.  These  new,  extremely  harsh  proposals  literally  are 
bringing  back  conditions  similar  to  100  years  ago  --  chain  gangs  and 
dungeons,  except  now  incredibly  overcrowded. 

They  are  attempting  to  take  away  our  visits,  our  phone  calls,  out  letters 
and  they  are  ready  to  further  lock  us  down  even  while  gearing  up  their 
prison  factories  to  run  24  hours  a day.  They  are  trying  to  prevent  us  from 
helping  ourselves  educationally,  legally,  and  spiritually.  These  policies 
will  effect  our  loved  ones,  hence  we  need  your  support.  There  are  no  simple 
solutions  because  prison  bureaucracies  are  the  closest  thing  to  real,  not 
rhetorical,  fascist  or  dictatorial  agencies  that  operate  openly  in  the  US. 
Still  we  need  people  to  rally  around  these  issues.  We  need  letters,  faxes, 
and  phone  calls  to  the  Attorney  General,  members  of  Congress,  and  the 
Warden  here  at  Leavenworth.  Express  your  concerns  about  the  proposals  to 
limit  contact  with  us  in  here.  Don't  let  them  take  away  contact  visits, 
phone  and  mail.  Demand  that  we  be  allowed  to  keep  our  books,  educational, 
legal  and  spiritual  materials.  Your  support  is  needed. 

We  will  keep  struggling  in  here. 

We  hope  you  will  too 

>From  political  prisoners  in  Leavenworth  Federal  Prison, 

Leonard  Peltier,  Luis  Rosa,  & laan  Laaman 


Warden  Page  True,  LVN  Federal  Prison,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Kathleen  Hawke,  Bureau  of  Prisons,  HOLC  Building  Room  654,  320  1st  St  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20534 

Attorney  General  lanet  Reno,Dept.  of  Dustice,  10th  & Constitution, 
Washington,  DC  20530 

Gillian  Alston  & Lane  Alston 
warpl0@usa . pipeline . com 

"RE : Norma  lean  Croy  Update"  

Date:  Sat,  31  Aug  1996  00:35:58  -0700 
From:  amt@teleport.com 

Sub j : Norma  lean  Croy  Update!  September  '96 

Newsgroups : alt . native, alt . activism, alt . prisons, soc . culture. native 

Norma  lean  Croy  Defense  Committee 
Pier  5 San  Francisco,  CA  94111 
415-986-5591 

Dear  Friends: 

lune  1996 

If  you  have  read  the  brochure  about  Norma  lean  Croy  (if  not,  please  do) 
[can  be  found  on-line  at  http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/norma/] 
then  you  know  a brief  account  of  her  story. 

Let  me  update  you  on  her  case.  In  the  spring  of  1996  after  much  legal 
struggle  by  her  lawyers,  the  Federal  Magistrate  granted  Norma  lean's 
motion  for  an  evidentiary  hearing,  which  hopefully  will  lead  to  a new 
trial.  A date  was  set  for  a status  conference  before  the  hearing.  At  that 
hearing  the  State's  lawyer  from  the  Attorney  General's  office  challenged 
Norma  lean' s right  to  a hearing  using  the  new  anti-terrorist  law  as  their 
latest  excuse.  This  law  limits  prisoners'  access  to  federal  courts.  At 
that  time  the  judge  ordered  all  the  lawyers  to  write  briefs  with  their 
arguments  for  and  against  the  use  of  this  law  in  Norma  lean's  case.  Oral 
arguments  were  heard  at  the  end  of  May,  and  the  judge  has  taken  the  matter 
under  submission.  He's  thinking  it  over.  Norma  lean's  lawyers  think  that 
he  's  not  going  to  make  a decision  until  a higher  court.  The  Ninth  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals,  makes  its  ruling  interpreting  this  new  law.  This  means 
that  we,  and  more  especially  Norma  lean,  are  back  to  the  waiting  game. 

Soooo...  We  are  redirecting  our  energies  to  the  parole  board.  At  the  last 
hearing  in  March,  they  seemed  to  show  a more  favorable  attitude  towards 
Norma  lean.  It  might  not  mean  anything,  but  we  think  it's  worth  putting 
our  attention  and  energies  toward  getting  her  out  on  parole. 

Here's  what  we  need  from  you:  LETTERS  ! Letters  asking,  demanding, 
however  you  want  to  state  it,  to  let  Norma  lean  Croy  out  of  prison  on 
parole.  Her  next  hearing  will  be  in  March  1997.  We  want  to  get  thousands 
of  letters  before  that  time,  so  we  need  to  start  the  campaign  now.  Please 
address  your  letters  to  The  Board  of  Prison  Terms,  but  don't  mail  it  to 
them  because  they  can  deny  they  ever  received  them.  Mail  them  to  the  Norma 
lean  Croy  Defense  Committee,  Pier  5,  San  Francisco,  CA  94111. 

We  also  need  money  so  we  can  send  out  letters  to  the  folks  already  on  our 
mailing  list.  There  are  over  3,000  people  on  it  now.  So  here's  what  we're 
thinking,  if  each  person  who  gets  this  letter  sends  us  a letter  addressed 
to  the  Board  of  Prison  Terms  and  encloses  at  least  $1.00  then  we  can  send 
more  letters  to  folks  on  the  mailing  list.  They  send  us  a letter  and  at 
least  $1.00,  and  soon  we  can  afford  to  send  out  letters  to  the  entire 
mailing  list,  cover  the  cost  of  printing  this  letter,  and  maybe  still  have 
money  in  Norma  lean's  account  for  future  needs. 

Pretty  easy,  eh?  One  letter,  one  dollar.  Not  too  much  to  ask  to  help  a 
woman  who  has  been  in  prison  for  EIGHTEEN  YEARS  for  a crime  she  didn't 
commit.  Let's  finally  get  this  innocent  woman  out  of  prison! 


Thank  you! 
Dvora  Gordon, 


on  behalf  of  the  Norma  Dean  Croy  Defense  Committee 

[Posted  on  behalf  of  the  Norma  Dean  Croy  Defense  Committee--Andrea] 

Andrea  Thein  "They  had  things  to  SAY. 

Director,  Planet  Peace  We  had  things  to  DO!" 

First  Nations  Community  Internet  Project  --Alvina  Lum 

http : //www .teleport . com/~amt/ planet peace/  email : amt@teleport . com 
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"RE : Cherokee  Dudge  Castigates  Attorney"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Aug  1996  08:56:51  +0000 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : DUSTICE  CASTIGATES  ATTORNEY  FOR  LAXNESS  IN  MANKILLER  SUIT 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 
DUSTICE  KEEN  DRUBS  ATTORNEY  FOR  CHEROKEE  NATION  FOR  LOOSENESS 
by  Tiger  White,  staff  writer- -Tahlequah  Times  Dournal- -August  24,  1996 

Nathan  Young  III,  attorney  for  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  in  a 
case  against  former  Principal  Chief  Wilma  Mankiller,  got  an  earful  from 
Dustice  Ralph  Keen  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  Court  of  Appeals  Tribunal 
(Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal--The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Cherokee  Nation) 
proceedings  that  took  place  on  Friday,  Aug.  23,  1996. 

Mankiller  is  being  sued  by  the  Cherokee  Nation  for  $318,000  she  gave 
away  as  severance  pay  to  some  of  her  top  (employees)  appointees  before 
leaving  office  amid  scandal  last  August.  Young  is  lead  counsel  in  the 
case  against  defendants  Mankiller  (who  has  been  living  out  of  state), 
Aenta  Casualty  Insurance  Company  and  Hartford  Fire  and  Insurance 
Company.  The  firms  insured  the  funds  given  out  by  Mankiller. 

Dudge  Keen  began  Friday's  hearing  by  denying  Young's  motion  to  strike 
first  status  and  simplification  conference.  This  motion,  which  would 
delay  the  trial,  was  issued  because  pertinent  information  was  not  made 
available  to  Young's  office. 

Keen  quickly  moved  on  to  ask  counsel  if  the  defendants  in  the  case  had 
been  served  summons.  Young  replied  that  they  had,  but  he  had  not 
received  records  of  receipts  of  summons. 

Keen  was  visibly  irate,  stating  that  according  to  court  rules, 
defendants  should  have  be  served  within  120  days  of  the  filing  of  the 
case.  The  writ  against  Mankiller  was  originally  filed  on  Sept.  1,  1995. 
In  Keen's  legal  opinion,  the  case  began  on  that  day. 

"I  am  concerned  that  the  defendants  in  this  case  will  file  a motion  to 
dismiss  based  upon  lack  of  due  diligence  on  your  part,"  Keen  thundered 
at  Young. 

Young  stated  repeatedly  that,  as  far  as  his  office  was  concerned  his 
120-day  limit  to  file  summons  began  Dune  21,  1996,  when  he  filed  on 
amended  petition  to  the  original  case  which  included  matters  contained 
in  a separate  suit  filed  against  Mankiller  in  United  States  District 
Court . 

Keen  went  on  to  accuse  Young  of  using  the  trail  for  his  own  purposes. 
Young  appeared  confused  by  the  Dudge' s remark,  and  stated  he  didn't  see 
any  evidence  to  support  that  view. 

Apparently  Young  had  made  an  agreement  with  Dudge  Drew  Wilcoxen,  in 
front  of  whom  the  original  petition  was  filed  last  September,  that 
certain  delays  would  be  granted  to  consolidate  the  tribal  and  federal 
cases  against  Mankiller.  Summons  were  not  an  immediate  concern  to  Young 
because  of  this  agreement,  but  Keen  made  no  such  allowances. 

Dudge  Keen  asked  Young  on  Friday  if  he  was  hired  by  the  Cherokee 
Nation  to  retrieve  money's  given  away  by  Mankiller.  When  the  Tahlequah 
attorney  answered  "yes".  Keen  replied,  "You're  not  doing  a very  good  job 
of  it,  counselor!" 

Keen  concluded  the  hearing  by  saying  he  would  confer  with  the  other 
justices  on  the  tribunal  and  a written  order  would  be  produced 


concerning  their  findings. 

Cherokee  Observer  note:  Nathan  Young  III,  Delaware  attorney,  appointed 
by  Doe  Byrd  and  Doel  Thompson  for  the  Mankiller  "severance  pay"  case 
moved  his  suit  to  the  Northern  District  in  Tulsa  on  Tuesday,  August  27, 
1996.  After  being  heavily  criticized  by  Cherokee  Supreme  Court 
Associate  Dustice  Ralph  Keen,  ex-United  States  Attorney,  on  his  due 
diligence  regarding  the  Mankiller  severance  pay  suit  on  Friday  23,  1996. 
WHY?? 


"RE : URGENT!  Logging  at  ANPO  to  Begin  Soon"  

Date:  Wed,  4 Sep  1996  06:49:47  GMT 
From:  pamb@efn.org  (Pam  Venn) 

Sub j : URGENT!  Logging  at  ANPO  to  begin  soon 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 
The  ANPO  Camp,  on  the  southeast  side  of  Mount  Hood  in  north 
central  Oregon,  is  faced  with  imminent  destruction  under  the  Salvage 
Logging  Rider.  Please  contact  the  President  and  your  congressmen 
and  remind  them  this  site  must  have  Constitutional  protection. 

Date:  Tue,  3 Sep  1996  15:18:15  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Peace  Works  - Ancient  Forest  Committee  <tsuga@efn .org> 

Subject:  Come  Celebrate  Warner/Visit  ANPO  Camp 

CASCADIA  FREE  STATE  WILL  CELEBRATE  ITS  1 YEAR  ANNIVERSARY  ON  Friday 
September  6th  on  the  edge  of  the  Warner  Creek  burn  at  the  end  of  forest 
road  2408.  Some  folks  are  opting  not  to  drive  past  the  now  destroyed 
blockade  site  and  hiking  the  8000+  year  old  Bunchgrass  Ridge  Trail  to  the 
celebration  site.  You  can  hike  in  either  from  the  East,  through  a large 
cross  section  of  the  miraculously  recovering  burn  area  (it's  about  6 
miles)  or  from  the  West  (about  3 miles).  A potluck  has  been  called  for. 
Bring  your  own  water,  etc.  Call  SWEF!  at  343-7305  or  CFD  at  465-8971. 

ON  SATURDAY  (7th)  THE  GROUP  WILL  PROCEED  TO  THE  ANPO  SUNDANCE  AREA  TO 
offer  support  to  the  struggle  to  fend  off  the  desecration  of  sacred  ground 
by  the  Deforest  Service.  The  ANPO  Camp  is  a Ceremonial  Sundance  site  for 
native  people  of  all  tribal  and  band  descents.  Two  timber  sales,  the  Haze 
and  Hazel  2,  planned  and  sold  by  the  Mt.  Hood  Nat'l  Forest,  will  destroy 
and  permanently  disturb  sacred  ground  thru  road  building  and  logging  by 
Thomas  Cr.  Lumber  Co.,  of  Warner  Creek  fame.  Directions  to  Anpo  area: 

Please  call  SWEF!  at  343-7305,  CFD  at  465-8971,  ANPO  at  635-0640?  or  come 
up  and  carpool  with  the  folks  leaving  from  Warner.  Maybe  the  WALL  Hotline 
might  have  it  on  their  system  soon....?  1-800-283-5926. 

FOR  EUGENE  AND CASCADIA  ALIVE!  WILL  AIRING  EVERY  TUESDAY  AT  9-10PM  ON 

Channel  11  Cable  Access  TV.  It's  live  and  very  up  to  date  on  all  the 
latest  Cascadian  concerns.  Oh,  it  is  also  a call  in  show.  Stay  tuned  for 
showings  all  over  the  region! 

"RE;  Childrens'  Literature  Project"  

Date:  Wed,  28  Aug  96  15:04:33  EST 

From:  "Glen  WELKER"  <gwelker@mail . lmi . org> 

Sub j : Childrens'  Literature  Project 

UUCP  email 

Sources : http://www.humanity.org/ childlit.spanish.html 
http://www.humanity.org/childlit.html 

Our  goal  is  to  help  spread  ancient  wisdom  around  the  world.  The  Humanity 
Foundation's  mission  is  to  encourage  people  to  understand  this  planet  as  a 
common  home.  We  aim  to  contribute  to  this  mission  through  the  collection, 
translation,  and  publication  of  the  stories  indigenous  peoples  have  told 
their  children  for  generations. 

There  are  250  million  indigenous  people  on  this  planet.  The  first  to 


inhabit  a particular  region,  they  continue  to  live  according  to  the  laws 
prescribed  by  the  natural  world.  Today  many  struggle  in  vain  to  maintain 
lifestyles  developed  over  tens  of  thousands  of  years. 

Threatened  by  military  conflict,  social  intolerance,  and  political  and 
economic  pressures,  indigenous  people  strive  to  save  their  environment 
from  the  growing  destructive  appetites  of  the  industrialized  world.  We 
believe  the  preservation  of  these  oral  traditions  is  crucial  to  the 
survival  of  the  world.  Woven  together,  these  stories  represent  the 
tapestry  of  life  on  Earth.  They  are  the  fabric  of  humanity. 

Indigenous  people  not  only  are  "the  guardians  of  extensive  and  fragile 
ecosystems"*  but  also  preserve  a profound  knowledge  of  coexistence  with 
nature  and  with  one  another.  If  the  world  loses  their  stories,  an 
invaluable  part  of  our  human  identity  is  lost  and  the  tapestry  becomes 
more  threadbare. 

We  intend  to  help  preserve  the  dignity  and  wisdom  of  these  cultures  by 
publishing  a book  that  parents  throughout  the  world  will  share  with  their 
children . 

We  believe  that  children  exposed  to  the  intricacies  of  other  cultures 
more  likely  will  grow  into  adults  who  accept  and  treasure  the  differences 
among  us. 

Once  our  children's  literature  program  chooses  a particular  indigenous 
society,  we  plan  to  establish  contact  through  grassroots  organizations 
that  already  work  for  their  benefit  and  preservation.  From  these  contacts, 
we  will  collect  the  most  compelling  stories.  We  will  then  translate  the 
stories  into  English.  Recognizing  that  to  some  extent  all  translators  are 
traitors,  we  will  take  extraordinary  care  to  understand  and  preserve  the 
original  meaning. 

Finally,  we  recognize  that  indigenous  peoples  will  be  loaning  us  a 
precious  gift.  In  order  to  reciprocate  this  generosity,  we  will  support 
efforts  that  will  benefit  each  culture  in  its  struggle  for  survival.  For 
example,  with  funds  generated  from  the  sale  of  this  book  we  may  help 
repair  a school  or  home.  In  this  way,  we  hope  to  reaffirm  the  richness 
and  dignity  of  those  peoples  with  whom  we  have  established  a relationship. 
Dusten  Ahren 
Director 

The  Children's  Literature  Program 

"RE : IAIA,  The  Beat  Goes  On"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Aug  1996  11:28:49  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  steve  laboueff  <laboueff@unm.edu> 

Sub j : iaia 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb(3thecity . sfsu.edu> 

IAIA  IAIA,  the  beat  goes  on.  Day  three  of  school  at  the  Institute  of 
American  Indian  Art  in  Santa  Fe.  The  Administration  is  still  in  denial 
that  anything  is  wrong!  President  Sanchez  has  always  blamed  previous 
President  Perry  Horse,  Kiowa  for  low  enrollment  although  one  former 
faculty  member  states  that  it  was  her  that  set  the  enrollment  of  120.  I 
had  heard  that  also.  The  enrollment  was  175  last  year.  The  scary  thing 
is  that  word  coming  out  of  IAIA  is  that  only  about  80-90  have  shown  up 
and  that  many  are  planning  to  leave.  On  its  profane  level,  30  students 
paying  $9000  per  year  tuition  translates  into  a $270,000  shortfall,  yet 
Prez  Sanchez  maintains  "I'm  in  control,  I'm  in  control". 

At  another  level,  students  are  pissed  and  hurt.  Many  had  no  notification 
that  there  was  a change  in  policy  and  that  they  would  be  charged  $9K 
tuition.  They  were  told  that  scholarships  were  available,  however,  are 
not  allowed  to  access  them.  One  family  from  Canada  are  stranded.  They 
don't  have  the  monies  to  pay  the  tuition  and  don't  have  the  monies  to  get 
home.  Some  students  are  selling  meal  tickets  to  buy  supplies  because 
there  is  no  monies  for  supplies.  Other  students  do  not  have  meal  tickets 
to  feed  themselves  and  volunteers  are  planning  to  bring  in  food.  One 
student  had  to  sleep  on  mattress  on  the  floor  because  there  was  no  bed. 

The  dorm  rooms  were  not  ready  when  students  showed  up--portapotties  were 


in  the  hall  for  their  use.  Students  showed  up  in  one  class--IAIA  does 
not  have  adequate  classroom  space--and  the  professor  did  not  have  a 
blackboard  or  desk,  there  were  no  chairs  only  benches,  and  many  students 
sat  on  the  floor. 

The  IAIA  administration  maintains  that  everything  is  okay.  There  are 
plenty  of  culturally-based  courses  and  Indian  professors.  Supposedly  the 
faculty  was  involved  in  the  curriculum  changes  and  their  recommendations 
were  followed,  yet  the  former  Chair  of  the  Faculty  Council  and  Vice-Chair 
(1995-96  ((I  served  as  Vice-Chair))),  the  Chair  of  the  Faculty  Council 
for  1996  (this  Spring  until  she  was  laid  off),  and  the  former  Chair  of 
the  Curriculum  Committee  ALL  DISPUTE  THIS  STATEMENT  BY  THE  ADMINISTRATION 
AND  SAY  THAT  THEY  WERE  NOT  INVOLVED  AND  THEIR  RECOMMENDATIONS  WERE  NOT 
FOLLOWED.  Yes,  we  went  to  meetings  and  made  recommendations,  however, 

OUR  recommendations  were  not  followed.  This  sounds  like  BIA  stuff, 
doesn 't  it ! ! SOS ! 

The  students  are  confused  and  hurting.  Indian  people  need  to  query  their 
Tribal  leaders  and  Congressmen.  Ask  the  questions,  be  informed,  and 
demand  accountability.  I would  like  to  believe  there  is  justice  and  that 
Indian  people  stand  up  for  their  rights  and  sovereignty  on  issues  other 
than  gambling. 

My  relatives. 

"RE : Indian  Art  Education"  

Date:  Sun,  1 Sep  1996  12:47:51  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Stephen  laboueff  <laboueff@unm. edu> 

Sub j : indian  art  education 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb(3thecity . sfsu.edu> 

September  1,  1996 

I am  concerned  about  the  stories  that  are  "going  around"  stating  that 
the  President  and  Administration  of  the  Institution  of  American  Indian 
Art  in  Santa  Fe  sent  a letter  to  Indian  Country  Today  threatening  to 
sue  if  the  paper  continues  to  print  stories  about  IAIA.  I do  believe 
that  IAIA  would  send  the  letter.  I do  not  want  to  believe  that  Indian 
Country  Today  would  back  off  from  investigating  and  reporting  about 
actions  that  will  effect  so  many  Indian  young  people  and  Indian 
education  for  generations.  I heard  that  there  was  some  question  as  to 
the  validity  of  the  reporting.  Certainly  good  investigative  reporting 
must  be  reliable.  That  should  not  preclude  Indian  Country  Today  from 
reporting  the  news  and  should  in  fact  spur  them  to  dig  even  deeper. 

The  situation  at  IAIA  is  volatile.  The  decisions  made  by  IAIA 
President  Sanchez  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  are  being  questioned. 

They  have  authority  and  power  and  feel  they  are  being  attacked- -of 
course  they  will  defend  themselves  and  strike  out.  We  all  need  to 
pursue  "the  truth"  and  to  be  informed  about  the  issues.  Personalities 
are  always  "confusing".  A reporting  on  events  at  IAIA  was  posted  to 
NATIVELIT-L  on  the  Internet  (8/29/96): 

"IAIA  IAIA,  the  beat  goes  on.  Day  three  of  school  at  the  Institute  of 
American  Indian  Art  in  Santa  Fe.  The  Administration  is  still  in 
denial  that  anything  is  wrong!  President  Sanchez  has  always  blamed 
previous  President  Perry  Horse,  Kiowa  for  low  enrollment  although  one 
former  faculty  member  states  that  it  was  her  (Sanchez)  that  set  the 
enrollment  of  120.  I had  heard  that  also.  The  enrollment  was  175 
last  year.  The  scary  thing  is  that  word  coming  out  of  IAIA  is  that 
only  about  80-90  have  shown  up  and  that  many  are  planning  to  leave. 

On  its  profane  level,  30  students  paying  $9000  per  year  tuition 
translates  into  a $270,000  shortfall,  yet  Prez  Sanchez  maintains  "I'm 
in  control,  I'm  in  control". 

At  another  level,  students  are  pissed  and  hurt.  Many  had  no 
notification  that  there  was  a change  in  policy  and  that  they  would  be 


charged  $9K  tuition.  They  were  told  that  scholarships  were  available, 
however,  are  not  allowed  to  access  them.  One  family  from  Canada  is 
stranded.  They  don't  have  the  monies  to  pay  the  tuition  and  don't 
have  the  monies  to  get  home.  Some  students  are  selling  meal  tickets 
to  buy  supplies  because  there  is  no  monies  for  supplies.  Other 
students  do  not  have  meal  tickets  to  feed  themselves  and  volunteers 
are  planning  to  bring  in  food  (a  9/1/96  report  states  that  as  many  as 
25  students  are  without  meal  plans) . One  student  had  to  sleep  on  a 
mattress  on  the  floor  because  there  was  no  bed.  The  dorm  rooms  were 
not  ready  when  students  showed  up--portapotties  were  in  the  hall  for 
their  use.  Students  showed  up  in  one  class--IAIA  does  not  have 
adequate  classroom  space--and  the  professor  did  not  have  a blackboard 
or  desk,  there  were  no  chairs  only  benches,  and  many  students  sat  on 
the  floor. 

The  IAIA  administration  maintains  that  everything  is  okay.  There  are 
plenty  of  culturally-based  courses  and  Indian  professors.  Supposedly 
the  faculty  was  involved  in  the  curriculum  changes  and  their 
recommendations  were  followed,  yet  the  former  Chair  of  the  Faculty 
Council  and  Vice-Chair  for  1995-96  ((I  served  as  Vice-Chair)),  the 
Chair  of  the  Faculty  Council  for  1996  (this  Spring  until  she  was  laid 
off),  and  the  former  Chair  of  the  Curriculum  Committee  ALL  DISPUTE 
THIS  STATEMENT  BY  THE  ADMINISTRATION  AND  SAY  THAT  THEY  WERE  NOT 
INVOLVED  AND  THEIR  RECOMMENDATIONS  WERE  NOT  FOLLOWED.  Yes,  we  went  to 
meetings  and  made  recommendations,  however,  OUR  recommendations  were 
not  followed.  This  sounds  like  BIA  stuff,  doesn't  it!!  SOS! 

The  students  are  confused  and  hurting.  Indian  people  need  to  query 
their  Tribal  leaders  and  Congressmen.  Ask  the  questions,  be  informed, 
and  demand  accountability.  I would  like  to  believe  there  is  justice 
and  that  Indian  people  stand  up  for  their  rights  and  sovereignty  on 
issues  other  than  gambling." 

Update  September  1,  1996: 

The  returning  students  were  promised  that  their  rights  to  graduation 
under  a "grandfather  clause"  would  be  honored.  Classes  such  as 
Western  Art  History,  a requirement,  are  not  being  offered  (IAIA  cut 
the  faculty  member  teaching  these  courses).  Dean  Art  Bond  attempted 
to  change  the  course  to  Western  Civilization  and  remaining  faculty 
would  not  let  this  happen,  so  then  the  students  were  told  they  could 
take  the  "required  course"  on  their  own  at  the  Santa  Fe  Community 
College  ($17  a credit  hour)  in  addition  to  the  $9K  tuition  at  IAIA. 
President  Sanchez  repeatedly  told  faculty,  students  and  community  in 
public  meetings  that  the  "graduation  of  the  returning  students  was  the 
highest  priority".  She  used  this  to  justify  other  cuts. 

Most  students  were  not  notified  that  there  were  tuition  policy  changes 
and  returned  under  the  guidelines  put  forth  in  the  1995-97  IAIA 
catalog.  Of  those  who  were  notified,  many  did  not  know  that  they 
would  be  expected  to  pay  their  board  and  room. 

Interestingly,  the  money  from  faculty  that  were  laid  off  (not  fired 
according  to  Ms.  Sanchez--roughly  $700,000  in  salary  and  benefits) 
presumably  is  being  used  to  pay  off  a debt  incurred  by  student 
services  in  1995-96??  Is  this  legal?  In  corporate  America,  and  Prez 
Sanchez  fancies  herself  the  ultimate  "corporate  power  woman",  heads 
would  roll  for  poor  management  exhibited  at  IAIA.  This  smells  like, 
looks  like,  is ! 

An  issue  that  remains  unaddressed  is  the  big  money  game  that  is  being 
played  with  the  land  for  IAIA's  proposed  campus.  Rancho  Viejo,  a 
land  corporation  with  five  officers  who  are  attorneys  from  Phoenix, 
"gifted"  IAIA  land  on  which  to  build  their  dream  home  in  the  late 
1980' s.  The  IAIA  propaganda  touted  the  land  gift  as  a milestone  in 
IAIA's  history  and  immediately  began  trying  to  raise  the  monies  to 
build  the  new  campus,  often  ignoring  Congressional  directives  to  raise 
monies  instead  to  become  self-sufficient  as  well  as  addressing  student 
educational  needs.  However,  the  "gift"  comes  with  strings.  IAIA  was 
supposed  to  build  at  least  one  building  on  the  land  within  five  years 
or  the  land  would  revert  to  Rancho  Viejo! ! Seven  years  later  IAIA  is 


operating  on  an  extension  "graciously"  granted  by  Ranch  Viejo.  In  the 
meantime,  IAIA  has  paved  a winding  road  through  the  scenic  allotment 
and  put  in  gas,  water,  and  electricity.  Rancho  Viejo  has  not  paid 
taxes  on  the  land  since  giving  the  land  to  IAIA.  Should  IAIA  default 
now.  Rancho  Viejo  stands  to  receive  those  improvements  to  their 
development--road,  gas,  water,  and  electricity--totally  free.  Not 
suprisingly,  the  county  zoning  commission  has  just  approved  the 
development  of  the  land  surrounding  IAIA's  proposed  campus.  With  the 
IAIA-funded  utilities  and  road.  Rancho  Viejo  is  now  ready  for 
business.  This  raises  questions  of  conflicts  of  interest  when  someone 
working  for  Rancho  Viejo  serves  on  IAIA's  Foundation  Board.  Are  there 
any  other  connections  between  the  IAIA  Board  or  Foundation  Board  and 
Rancho  Viejo? 

Respectfully, 

Stephen  La  Boueff  (Blackfeet) 

"RE : Wintu  Prayer  Site  in  Danger"  

Date:  30  Aug  1996  07:29:50  GMT 
From:  comix@sonic.net  (Garth  Haslam) 

Subject:  ANCIENT  WINTU  PRAYER  SITE  IN  DANGER! 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  Wintu  prayer  site,  located  in  Cottonwood,  CA.,  was  to  be  purchased  by 
a group  of  five  Native  Americans  to  be  used  as  what  it  is  --  a quiet  and 
sacred  place  --  both  for  Wintu  ceremonies  and  as  a youth  & elder  center  and 
Native  American  language  school  open  to  ALL  people  who  would  respect  the 
land . 

The  group  had  raised  all  the  backing  necessary  to  purchase  the  site  when, 
unfortunately,  the  single  backer  who  had  promised  to  pay  the  down  payment 
backed  out.  That  was  one  day  ago;  now  the  group  must  raise  the  down  payment 
by  5:00  pm  FRIDAY,  AUGUST  30th  to  prevent  the  site  from  being  sold  to  a 
private  interest  that  the  real  estate  company  has  already  lined  up! 

The  full  down  payment  is  $10,000,  but  if  HALF  that  amount  --  $5,000  --  can 
be  raised  by  the  deadline  then  the  deadline  can  be  extended,  buying  the 
precious  time  needed  for  the  remaining  backers  to  provide  their  funding. 

If  you  can  make  a donation  and  are  willing,  any  and  all  help  is  gratefully 
appreciated.  To  make  a donation,  please  have  your  bank  make  a transfer  of 
the  amount  to  the  escrow  account  of  the  site: 

ESCROW  # 73988-DW 

And  even  if  you  can't  make  a donation,  you  CAN  register  your  protest  and  ask 
for  more  time  to  save  the  site  by  sending  messages  to  Dawn  Wichael  at  the 
Redding  Title  Company  (use  the  heading  "Save  the  Wintu  Sacred  Site"): 

Redding  Title  Co. 

Attn:  Dawn  Wichael 
Churn  Creek  Rd. 

Redding,  CA.  96002 

PHONE:  (916)  224-2817 
FAX  : (916)  222-8482 

Thank  you  for  all  assistance  in  this  time  of  need! 

- "RE:  Leech  Lake  Chairman  Offers  to  Resign"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Aug  1996  17:43:33  GMT 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (Feather  EagleRock) 

Sub j : Leech  Lake  chairman  offers  to  resign 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 


PRESS  RELEASE  FROM  NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS 


OUTREACH  AND  RESOURCE  CENTER 


August  29  --  Leech  Lake  Chairman  Eli  Hunt  has  renewed  his  offer  to  resign, 
provided  that  the  other  four  members  of  the  Leech  Lake  Reservation  Business 
Committee  resign  also. 

No  regular  business  meeting  of  the  band  has  been  conducted  since  Duly  19. 
The  four  RBC  members  refuse  to  meet  in  open  meetings  because  "the  people 
call  them  names."  And  they  are  "afraid  they  might  get  hurt."  District 
Representatives  also  still  refuse  to  meet  with  their  constituents, 
individually. 

The  Leech  Lake  Headstart  program  is  in  danger  of  loss  of  funding,  due  to 
the  refusal  of  the  four  tribal  RBC  members  to  attend  regular  business 
meetings.  This  will  mean  loss  of  income  to  many  families  on  the 
reservation . 

The  National  Indian  Gaming  Association  has  confirmed  that  Leech  Lake  IS 
STILL  in  compliance  with  gaming  codes.  The  four  RBC  members  and  their 
non-indian  lawyer,  spokesman  Steve  Thorne  of  the  Schoesller  Law  Firm, 
however,  continue  to  issue  press  releases  saying  that  the  casinos  are  in 
jeopardy  of  being  shut  down. 

The  Schoessler  Law  Firm  has  to  date  received  in  excess  of  $1,000,000  of 
TRIBAL  FUNDS  for  the  defense  of  RBC  members  (convicted  of  stealing  TRIBAL 
FUNDS),  and  assisting  the  four  RBC  members  in  their  fight  against  the  duly 
elected  tribal  chairman  of  the  Leech  Lake  Band. 

The  newly  formed  General  Council  of  the  Leech  Lake  Band  is  forced  to 
seek/hire  an  attorney  to  play  the 
" whereas -duly- enact ed- and -signed -he re -to -with -and - 

in-accordance-with"  game  required  by  the  BIA  and  TEC  for  recognition  and 
continued  funding  of  Tribal  programs. 

The  four  RBC  members  continue  to  refuse  to  push  for  a constitutional 
convention  of  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe.  They  are  devoting  a 
significant  amount  of  their  TRIBAL  OFFICE  HOURS  putting  out  anti-Hunt  issue 
papers  and  press  releases.  Most  recently  they  released  a statement  that 
said  they  feel  "beleaguered"  with  the  "attempted  coup"  and  they  "don't  see 
a quick  end  to  the  standoff  with  Hunt."  .... 

In  reality,  DULY  ELECTED  LEECH  LAKE  CHAIRMAN  ELI  HUNT,  has  in  fact  offered 
them  that  a "quick  end"  several  times.  He  will  resign,  provided  that  they 
also  resign.  And  let  THE  PEOPLE  choose  through  an  election,  just  who  it  is 
they  want  leading  the  Leech  Lake  Band. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : FDL  Protestors  Block  Construction"  

Date:  Wed,  28  Aug  1996  04:22:08  GMT 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Fond  du  Lac  protestors  block  construction 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

We  have  received  permission  from  Bill  Lawrence,  publisher  of  the  Native 
American  Press/Ojibwe  News,  reporters  Deff  Armstrong  and  Gary  Blair  to  post 
articles  pertaining  to  the  struggle  for  governmental  reform  in  Minnesota 
Chippewa  Country. 

Issue  August  23,  1996 

Camp  Truth  blockades  FDL  construction  site  to  force  referendum  vote 
By  Deff  Armstrong 

About  two  dozen  members  of  an  Anishinabe  encampment  on  Fond  du  Lac  risked 
arrest  and  possible  injury  to  block  construction  on  a controversial 
administrative  center  until  the  Reservation  Business  committee  complies 
with  a referendum  petition  on  the  issue. 


After  three  day  of  pickets  and  blockades  beginning  Aug.  19,  Camp  Truth, 
a movement  for  democratic  change,  succeeded  in  its  goal  of  suspending 
construction  and  forcing  the  RBC  back  to  the  bargaining  table.  "I  shut  the 
whole  project  down  completely,"  said  construction  head  Dennis  Olson, 

"until  this  thing  is  settled." 

Erecting  makeshift  barricades  and  utilizing  mobile  units  of  picketers. 
Camp  Truth  blocked  most  heavy  equipment  from  entering  the  construction 
site  to  the  estimated  $10  million  project,  but  did  not  interfere  with 
native  workers.  Non-native  workers,  who  Kraus-Anderson  said  made  up  about 
half  of  the  crew,  were  informed,  however,  that  their  presence  was  not 
welcome. 

"You're  trespassing  on  tribal  land,"  Camp  Truth  member  Luella  Diver  told 
a white  construction  worker  who  barely  concealed  his  hostility  to  the 
protesters.  Although  most  confrontations  were  verbal,  one  tribal  employee 
drove  a forklift  into  a small  line  of  protesters  who  vainly  attempted  to 
hold  it  off. 

Chairman  Sony  Peacock  and  Cloquet  police  officials  had  warned  the 
demonstrators  that  they  faced  possible  criminal  trespass  charges  if  they 
continued  to  block  the  access  roads.  City  Police  on  the  scene  said  they 
were  first  called  in  by  construction  security  guards  who  had  reported 
interference  with  employees. 

But  camp  members  maintained  that  they  were  acting  in  accordance  with  the 
tribal  constitution  and  that  state  law  enforcement  had  no  jurisdiction  to 
interfere  in  the  intra-tribal  dispute.  "The  land  on  which  we  are 
currently  occupying  is  our  own  property  and  we  cannot  be  cited  by  State, 
County,  City  laws,  " the  group  stated.  "The  three  mentioned  authorities 
have  so  Subject  Matter  Jurisdiction  on  any  of  the  regulatory  citations 
that  may  occur  on  our  own  commonly  held  property  or  for  that  matter  not 
anywhere  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Reservation." 

Shirley  Davis  said  the  failure  of  state  law  enforcement  to  arrest  tribal 
demonstrators  was  a historic  occasion.  "That's  the  first  time  they  didn't 
intervene,"  said  Davis.  "I  was  surprised,  really  surprised.  I thought  I 
was  going  to  be  arrested." 

Camp  Truth  was  launched  August  2 after  the  RBC  refused  to  recognize  a 
legal  petition  signed  by  about  1/3  of  Fond  du  Lac's  adult  residents  for  a 
referendum  on  whether  to  require  a vote  for  approval  of  any  construction 
project  in  excess  of  $400,000.  The  RBC  had  based  its  argument  on  a 
constitutional  interpretation  by  the  Tribal  executive  Committee  of  the 
six-reservation  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe,  but  camp  members  successfully 
demanded  the  TEC  repeal  that  interpretation  at  an  August  8 meeting. 

The  RBC  then  agreed  to  discuss  the  issue  at  an  Aug.  15  meeting,  but  Camp 
Truth  organizer  Kelly  Smith  said  the  committee  did  not  act  in  good  faith. 
"They  were  talking  about  negotiations,  but  when  we  went  in  there,  they 
didn't  want  nothing  to  do  with  us,"  said  Smith. 

The  following  weekend,  a number  of  suspected  arsons  occurred  on  the 
reservation,  which  the  RBC  property  attempted  to  pin  on  Camp  Truth. 
Although  Cloguet  police  said  they  had  no  reason  to  believe  the  incidents 
were  linked  to  camp  members,  the  media  broadcast  without  question 
Peacock's  charges  of  "terrorism"  linked  to  "certain  elements"  of  the 
movement . 

Peacock  was  quoted  in  the  Cloquet  Pine  Know  newspaper  demagogically 
referring  to  "a  drive-by"  by  a number  of  people  from  the  protest  camp," 
but  neglected  to  mention  that  it  was  a drive-by  shouting  --  not  shooting 
--  by  elders  of  the  group.  On  Aug.  19,  Camp  Truth  member  Audrey  Smith, 
Kelly's  mother,  reported  receiving  phone  threats  at  her  home,  the  first  of 
10  police  reports  that  day  from  the  reservation,  including  threats, 
gunfire,  attempted  arson,  and  a drove-by  shooting. 

The  RBC  has  also  reported  a number  of  alleged  bomb  threats,  prompting 
camp  members  to  volunteer  to  check  the  premises  for  explosives  if  more 
such  calls  come  in.  "They're  trying  to  blame  it  on  us  because  they  want 
us  to  look  bad,"  said  Juanita  Martineau.  "They  don;t  even  print  what  we 
say.  The  TV  doesn't  give  us  a chance  to  say  anything.  But  they  let  Sonny 
Peacock  sit  there  and  blame  it  on  us,"  she  said. 

"Sonny  Peacock  wants  to  call  us  terrorists.  How  would  he  feel  if  we 
started  talking  treason  and  racketeering?"  said  Martineau. 


Dim  Northrup,  who  offered  to  check  tribal  offices  for  bombs,  said  "it's 
easy  to  demonize  us,  we've  got  a tipi  up." 


Vocie  of  Gay-she-ba-o ' sed,  FDL  enrollee 

Since  Aug. 2,  1996,  a group  of  Anishinaabe  patriots  has  been  occupying  the 
pow-wow  grounds  near  the  tribal  offices  on  the  Fond  du  Lac  Reservation. 

We  seek  to  address  the  ongoing  corruption  that  is  occurring  within 
this  Tribal  Council,  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe,  and  their  agents  and 
minions.  We  are  seeking  a dialogue  and  solutions  to  our  dilemma. 

We  are  seeking  a safe  and  crime-free  community.  We  wish  to  involve 
anyone  who  wishes  to  see  this  community  become  a better  and  safe  place  to 
live. 


Like  the  Freemen  from  Montana,  we  have  no  $&#!  leaders;  we  are  all 
leaders  --  but  unlike  the  freemen,  we  are  not  armed. 

We  invite  ALL  people  to  attend  out  encampment  and  to  share  their 
thoughts  and  ideas  to  solve  our  ongoing  problems  collectively. 

We  have  not  before  asked  from  donations,  but  we  would  appreciate 
pop,  grub  and  donations  of  wood.  We  most  need  people  to  spend  some 
overnight  to  fuel  the  (prayer)  fire. 

Thank  you. 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 


- "RE:  ICWA  Attorney  Wanted"  

Date:  Wed,  28  Aug  1996  05:01:19  -0400 
From:  Miketben@aol.com 
Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - Fwd:  ICWA  atty  wanted 
Forwarded  message: 

From:  icwalaw@tc.umn.edu  (Mark  D.  Fiddler) 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

The  Indian  Child  Welfare  Law  Center  is  now  on  the  web  thanks  to  Aaron 
Osterby  and  the  Great  Lakes  Region  American  Indian  Network  (GLRAIN) . Our 
URL  is: 

http ://glrain.cic. net/icwalc/ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We  also  have  a job  opening: 

IOB  ANNOUNCEMENT 

TITLE:  ICWA  STAFF  ATTORNEY 

SALARY:  30-40K  D.O.E.,  excellent  benefits. 

CLOSING  DATE:  September  13,  1996  (date  application  must  be  received). 

DESCRIPTION:  The  staff  attorney  will  handle  litigation  in  the  areas  of 
Indian  Child  Welfare  Act,  including  the  representation  of  Indian  parents, 
custodians,  members  of  the  extended  family,  and  tribes  in  proceedings  for: 
foster  care,  termination  of  parental  rights,  adoption,  third-party  custody, 
and  voluntary  placements.  The  staff  attorney  will  draft  legal  memoranda 
and  briefs,  and  will  represent  clients  in  all  pre-trial  and  trial  matters 
in  family  and  juvenile  court  proceedings,  appellate  matters,  and  federal 
court . 

QUALIFICATIONS:  Must  be  currently  licensed  to  practice  in  Minnesota,  or  be 
licensed  in  another  state  and  be  eligible  for  admission  in  Minnesota  based 
on  years  of  practice  or  be  eligible  for  admission  based  under  a temporary 
"legal  services"  attorney's  license.  Must  have  at  least  three  years 
litigation  experience  in  family  or  juvenile  law;  knowledge  of  Indian  Child 
Welfare  Act  and  federal  Indian  law;  ability  to  relate  well  to  Indian 
clients  in  crisis;  interest  in  adoption  and  foster  care  legal  matters;  and 
excellent  communication  skills,  both  written  and  oral. 

SEND  COVER  LETTER  AND  RESUME  TO:  Mark  Fiddler,  Executive  Director,  Indian 


Child  Welfare  Law  Center,  Franklin  Business  Center,  1433  East  Franklin  Ave. 
18A,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  55404.  Tel:  612-879-9165 
EQUAL  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Mark  D.  Fiddler 
612.879.9165  (tel) 

612.879.0323  (fax) 

"RE : Poem:  The  Children  Of  Indians"  

Date:  Tue,  28  May  96  11:53:04  -0800 
From:  Ralph  Ianuzzi  <temp@prep . net> 

Sub j : The  Children  Of  Indians 

This  poem  is  "reprinted  from  "What  I Have  To  Say",  Copyrighted  1995, 
by  R.C.  Thomas.  My  adopted  name  is  Ralph  P.  Ianuzzi  --  I write  under  my 
birth  name. 

The  Children  Of  Indians  (Copyrighted  1995) 

by  R.C.  Thomas  (Potawatomi/Chippewa) 

I was  also  one  of  those: 

The  children  who'd  been  taken  then. 

The  punishment  the  white  man  chose 

Was  that  their  parents  were  forsaken  them.  . . 

Because  they  were  the  children  of  Indians. 

They'd  divide  us  so  we  wouldn't  fight: 

That's  what  they  supposed  back  then. 

They'd  turn  our  red  skin  into  white 
And  convert  us  to  their  religion.  . . 

Because  we  were  the  children  of  Indians. 

But  listen  close  and  you  can  hear: 

The  grumbling  - the  eruption's  near. 

We've  been  silent  but  now  it's  time; 

The  earth  is  rumbling  - the  awaited  sign.  . . 

For  us,  the  children  of  the  Indians. 

The  Panther  streaks  across  the  sky. 

Tecumseh's  footsteps  shake  the  earth. 

We  now  begin  to  raise  the  cry 

To  rise  and  fight  for  all  we're  worth.  . . 

Because  we  are  the  children  of  Indians. 

And  the  Families  once  divided 
Are  gathering  now  to  fight. 

'Cause  we,  the  children,  have  long  decided 
We'd  rather  be  Indian  than  white.  . . 

Because  we  are  the  children  of  Indians. 

So  listen  close  and  you  can  hear 
The  grumble  of  the  earthquakes  here. 

He  who's  slept  now  gives  the  sign: 

The  rumble  begins  - it's  now  our  time.  . . 

We're  no  longer  children  - We're  the  Indians!! 

I am  half  Potawatomi/Chippewa,  half  English  and  was  placed  in  a boarding 
home  at  the  age  of  five  and  adopted  at  the  age  of  ten,  hence  the  Italian 
surname.  I was  completely  separated  from  my  cultural  background  (in  fact, 
was  bullied  in  an  attempt  to  deny  my  heritage  (actually,  the  way  I put  it 
in  the  book  was  that  my  adoptive  parents  spent  seven  years  attempting  to 
beat  "the  Indian"  out  of  me  and  in  between  beatings  tried  to  deny  what  I 
knew  in  my  bones  - the  fact  that  I was  Indian)),  and  was  raised  as  a white 
in  white  suburban  neighborhoods. 


What  I have  written  about,  I have  drawn  from  my  own  life,  that  which  I've 
heard  and  read  elsewhere,  watched  on  various  television  broadcasts  and 
documentaries  and  heard  from  my  fellow  community  members  (United  American 
Indians  of  Delaware  Valley  - U.A.I.D.V.)  and  at  Pow  Wows.  I'm  sure  there 
are  many  of  you  out  there  with  similar  experiences  who  will  understand. 

The  book  is  called  "What  I Have  To  Say",  One  Native  American's  Viewpoint. 
There  are  nineteen  (19)  poems  which  I made  up  from  my  experiences  as  an 
urban-raised  Indian. 

If  interested  in  how  to  obtain  this  book,  please  e-mail  me  at: 
temp@prep.net 

Mi  Gwetch!  (Thank  You)  - Anishnaabe 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  8/26/96  20:18  PDT 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  September  8-14 

KEPAKEMAPA 

(September) 

(Mahoe  Hope) 

8 

To  walk  upon  black  sands  is  to  feel  the  touch  of  Pele. 

9 

Whenever  we  think  we  know  all  there  is  to  know,  ...  the  universe  changes. 

10 

Each  person  sees  the  world  a little  differently. 

11 

You  can  see  your  true  self  reflected  in  a still  pond. 

12 

Solitude  feeds  the  spirit. 

13 

Look  to  the  lessons  of  the  past  to  solve  the  challenges  of  the  present. 

14 

It  is  in  the  secluded  valleys  that  the  rarest  of  treasures  are  found. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

- — "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  5 September  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Thu,  29  Aug  1996  13:07:40  +0000 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : Cherokee  members  should  send  a message  to  Doe  Byrd 
and  Tribal  Leaders 

Published  in  the  Muskogee  Phoenix--  Editorially  speaking  — dated 
Thursday  Aug.  29,  1996 

Cherokees  will  gather  in  Tahlequah  today  for  the  start  of  the  annual 
Cherokee  National  Holiday.  Fun,  food,  and  renewing  friendships  will 
top  the  weekend's  agenda.  But,  tribal  members  also  should  take  this 
time  to  ask  some  pointed  questions  of  their  leaders.  For,  one  year  into 


a new  tribal  administration , the  Cherokee  Nation  continues  to  SUFFER 
from  too  LITTLE  LEADERSHIP  and  too  much  POLITICS. 

When  Doe  Byrd  was  elected  to  succeed  Wilma  Mankiller  as  Principal  Chief 
in  August  1995,  he  offered  a vision  of  a more  open,  more  responsive 
tribal  government.  Voters  responded  to  that  message  after  years  of  what 
was  seen  as  a MANKILLER  administration  committed  to  its  own  internal 
interests  rather  than  broad  tribal  concerns. 

But  Byrd's  record  in  year  No.  1 sadly  looks  too  much  like  Mankiller' s 

Some  highlights  of  Byrd's  tenure  are: 

--A  lawsuit  filed  by  a tribal  councilor  to  compel  Byrd's  choice  as 
tribal  treasurer  to  provide  councilors  budget  materials.  [Harlan  Doe 
Dones  resigned  under  pressure] 

--A  narrowly  averted  deal  to  join  a casino  project  in  Kansas  with 
questionable  financial  backing  and  even  more  questionable  utility  to  the 
tribe . 

--The  continuing  legal  battle  with  Mankiller  over  $318,000. 

--Woes  at  Cherokee  Nation  Industries,  once  considered  an  economic 
engine  for  the  tribe  that  now  increasingly  relies  on  loans  backed  by 
tribal  bingo  revenues  to  survive. 

--The  arming  of  tribal  security  guards  by  Byrd,  without  discussion  with 
tribal  councilors  or  tribal  members. 

--And,  most  recently,  a tribal  councilor  successfully  asking  the 
tribe's  highest  court  to  ensure  compliance  with  NEPOTISM  laws  in  the 
appointment  of  another  councilor. 

The  year  past  hasn't  included  just  bad  news.  The  Cherokee  Nation 
joined  with  other  tribes  to  reach  a compromise  on  fuel  taxes  with  the 
state  of  Oklahoma  that  could  mean  millions  of  dollars  for  Cherokee 
coffers.  And  the  tribe  entered  into  an  progressive  agreement  with  the 
Army  Corps  of  Engineers  to  develop  water  resources  in  northeastern 
Oklahoma . 

Nevertheless,  the  trend  is  clear:  The  tribal  administration  still 
is  not  comfortable  or  willing  to  be  open  to  members  of  the  council  or 
the  tribe  at  large.  Rather  than  a new  period  of  open  government  working 
toward  common  goals,  it  appears  the  1995  election  merely  removed  one 
small,  self-interested  faction  with  another  small,  self-interested 
faction . 

The  Cherokee  Nations  confronts  too  many  challenges,  in  education, 
jobs,  and  health  care,  to  name  a few,  to  afford  this  type  of 
"leadership".  The  faction  fighting  must  come  to  an  end,  if  the  tribe  is 
to  move  forward. 

That  message  should  be  transmitted  to  Byrd  and  other  tribal  leaders 
by  tribal  members  in  no  uncertain  terms  this  weekend. 

Posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper, 

THE  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER. 


Date:  Mon,  26  Aug  1996  19:56:00  GMT 

From : wesley_laughing_at_lme@isdtcp3 . hwc . ca 

Sub j : Akwesasne  Mohawk  Nation  Powwow  August  31  (Hogansburg,  NY) 

Akwesasne  Mohawk  Nation 
4th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
Honoring  Mother  Earth 

August  31,  to  September  2,  1996 
$25,000.00  US  in  honorarium  and  prize  money 

COMPETITION  & IROQUOIAN  SMOKE  DANCE  CONTEST 

Prizes  awarded  in  the  following  categories 
TRADITIONAL  FANCY-  DINGLE  & GRASS 
Gate  open  8:00amj  Saturday,  Sunday  & Monday 
GRAND  ENTRY  12:00  NOON,  6pm.  Saturday  & Sunday 
and  12:00  Monday 
Admission  (in  u.s.  funds) 

$6.00  - seniors  & students  half  price 
- children  under  5 free 


MASTER  OF  CEREMONIES  - BILL  CROUSE 
ARENA  DIRECTOR  - MARK  HOCK 
HEAD  MALE  DANCER  - CURTIS  KARON  THOMAS 
HEAD  FEMALE  DANCER  - BONNIE  COLE 
HOST  DRUM  - STANDING  ARROW 

INVITED  DRUMS  - WHITE  EYE  - CHINODIN  & BIG  STONE 
FOODS  - NATIVE  CRAFTS  - ARTS  & CRAFTS  EXHIBITION 
GENERAL  PUBLIC  INVITED 

ARQUETTE  FARM,  COOK  ROAD,  HOGANSBURG,  N.Y. 


For  more  information  call  Sheila  at  613-575-2471 
Sonny  at  315-769-6428 
NO  DRUGS  NO  ALCOHOL  NO  PETS 
Bring  your  own  lawn  chairs 

Akwesasne  Mohawk  Nation  Pow  Wow  HOGANSBURG,  N.Y. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Tiger  White,  Tahlequah  Times  Journal  (via  Marvin  and  Linda  Summerfield) , 
Stephen  La  Boueff,  Garth  Haslam,  Feather  Eaglerock/Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr., 
Leonard  Peltier,  Luis  Rosa,  & Jaan  Laaman,  Dvora  Gordon  via  Planet  Peace, 

R.C.  Thomas,  Debra  Sanders,  Linda  K.  Peterson,  Dusten  Ahren  via  Glenn  Welker, 
Pam  Venn  (Urgent  Appeal),  Janet  Smith,  Mark  D.  Fiddler,  A.W.N. Bernard, 

Lyle  Point  Action  Committee,  Gregory  G.  (Crow)  Niemuth,  Harold  P.  Koehler 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  5 September  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Date:  Mon,  2 Sep  1996  23:18:19  -0400 
From:  wasicuwin@aol.com 

Sub j : Iroquois  Arts  Festival,  Rhinebeck  NY  9/7-9/8 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Chrisjohn  Family  presents  the  10th  annual  Iroquois  Arts  Festival 
September  7th  and  8th  at  the  Dutchess  County  Fairgrounds,  Rte  9, 
Rhinebeck,  NY  from  10:00  am  to  6:00  pm  rain  or  shine. 

Featuring:  Iroquois  social  dancing;  intertribal  dancing;  Native  American 
songs;  Storytelling;  Birds  of  Prey;  Culture  and  Crafts  of  Native 
nations  from  across  North  America. 

Presenting  Historian,  Harold  Dellinger;  Singer/song  writer,  Tom  Obomsawin; 

emcee.  Bob  White  Eagle  and  Host  Drum,  Rocky  Park  Singers 
Adults  $6 

Children  and  Seniors  $4 
Children  under  5 free 

Sken:nen  kenhak, 

Sandy 


Date:  Wed,  28  Aug  1996  10:34:50  -0500 


From:  hkoehler@web.apc.org 

Sub  j : Dudley  George  Memorial  Feast 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

ANTHONY  "DUDLEY"  GEORGE 
MEMORIAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 

[This  posting  gives  information  additional  to  the  Aug  20  post.] 

Friday  September  6 & 7,  1996 
KETTLE  AND  STONEY  POINT  FIRST  NATION 
Friday,  September  6,  1996 

5:00  p.m.  --  Anthony  "Dudley"  George  Memorial  Feast 
7:00  p.m.  --  Social  Evening,  Kettle  Point  Community  Centre 
Saturday,  September  7,  1996 

6:00  a.m.  --  Sunrise  Ceremony 
12:00  --  Traditional  Pow  Wow  (Traders  Welcome) 

5:00  p.m.  --  Potluck  Supper  Kettle  Point  Ballpark 
HEAD  ELDER  --  Sugar  Bear  Shognosh 
MC  --  Butch  Elliot 
HEAD  VETERAN  --  Timmy  Klein 
HONORARY  VETERAN  --  Clifford  George 
HEAD  MALE  DANCER  --  Bert  Schyler 
HEAD  FEMALE  DANCER  --  ohyllis  Schyler 
For  more  information  contact: 

Pamela  George  (H) 5d9-786-2744  (W) 519-786- 5647 

Shirley  George  (H) 519-786-6893  (W) 519-786- 5009 

Sam  George  (H) 519-786-4739  FAX  519-786-2956 

No  Admission  --  All  Donations  Greatly  Appreciated 

EVERYONE  WELC.ME 

Find  Kettle  Point  on  Highway  21  just  south  of  Ravenswood. 

40  km  east  and  north  from  Sarnia  along  Lakeshore  Road 
30  km  south  and  west  from  Grand  Bend 

// // 

Posted  by:  Harold  P.  Koehler  hkoehler@execulink.com 
43  Napoleon  Drive,  LONDON  ON  N5V  4A8 
(519)453-5452,  Fax  453-3676. 
http://www.execulink.com/~hkoehler/index.htm 

"RE : URGENT:  Quentin  Big  Medicine  Missing"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Aug  1996  12:17:43  -0700 
From:  benmarra@halcyon.com  (Ben  Marra) 

Sub j : Urgent:  seeking  info  on  whereabouts  of  Quentin  Big  Medicine 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ Following  is  a request  which  speaks  for  itself.  We  do  not  generally 
handle  such  personal  appeals,  however.  If  anyone  has  information, 
please  get  in  touch  with  Linda  (benmarra@halcyon . com)  or  Ethel  (see 
below).  --Gary  (gst@gnosys . svle. ma . us)  ] 

Dear  Gary, 

I have  an  urgent  message  which  needs  to  be  posted  ASAP  for  a family  in 
Montana . 

Can  you  advise  me  as  to  how  I can  best  accomplish  this?  I haven't  used 
listservers  except  to  receive  msgs.  over  the  months.  I consider  myself  still 
somewhat  green  about  e-mail  lists,  etc.  The  family  of  this  man  is 
desperate  to  find  out  what  has  happened  to  him. 

Please  help  me  help  them. 

Thank  you,  in  advance.  The  message  follows. 


Linda  K.  Peterson 


Ben  Mama  Studios 
Seattle,  Wa. 

(206)  624-7344 

August  29,  1996 

A friend  of  ours  has  been  missing  since  mid-Duly.  I have  been  asked  by  the 
family  of  Quentin  Big  Medicine,  near  Crow  Agency,  Montana,  to  communicate  a 
letter  of  deep  concern  in  hopes  that  someone  will  know  of  his  whereabouts 
and  contact  us  or  the  family.  He  was  last  seen  in  Hardin,  Mt.  on  Duly  19, 
1996.  The  family's  attempts  to  locate  him  have  failed. 

Quentin  resides  on  the  Crow  Reservation  between  Hardin  and  Crow  Agency,  Mt. 
He  is  43  years  old.  We  are  all  very  concerned  about  his  disappearance. 

It  is  not  characteristic  of  his  behavior  to  be  gone  this  long  without 
family  contact. 

If  anyone  has  seen  or  knows  information  regarding  the  whereabouts  of 
Quentin  Big  Medicine  please  contact: 

Linda  K.  Peterson 
Ben  Mama  Studios 
benmarra@halcyon . com 
(206)  624-7344 

or 

Ethel  Big  Medicine 
Little  Big  Horn  College 
(406)  638-2228  or  638-7211  - work 
(406)  665-2437  - home 

Thank  you. 


"RE : KBIC/Turtle  Mountain  Conflict"  

Date:  Fri,  30  Aug  1996  00:37:18  -0400 
From:  washagizig@aol.com 

Sub j : Tribal  Activism  (KBIC  / Turtle  Mountain  conflict) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

To  the  interested: 

Many  thanks  to  Mr. Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr.  for  keeping  us  informed  on  the 
Wisconson/Minnesota  political  scene. 

I would  like  to  say  a few  words  concerning  such  matters.  The  KBIC  Conflict 
which  I speak  of  has  been  ongoing  for  over  a year  and  a half  now.  The 
occupation  of  the  Tribal  Grounds  in  Assins  and  the  coinciding  sanctuary 
offered  by  the  respected  and  much  loved  Fr.  Dohn  Hascall  have  now  celebrated 
their  respective  one  year  anniversaries . 

The  Turtle  Mountain  conflict  is  a less  publicised  controversy.  I feel  that 
this  also  deserves  some  attention,  so  I will  relate  story  of  Turtle  Mountain. 
These  things  that  are  happening  in  our  communities  are  formidable  years  for 
us  as  a people.  They  deserve  our  full  and  equal  attention. 

I have  been  involved  with  the  occupation  of  KBIC  Tribal  headquarters  since 
Sept.  95  and  have  been  involved  with  the  Turtle  Mountain,  ND  dispute  since 
Dan.  96  where  I unfortunately  spent  three  months  incarceration  awaiting 
trial.  I have  since  been  acquitted  on  a felony  charge  resulting  from 
attempted  negotiations  with  tribal  officials. 

Turtle  Mountain  Chippewa  Tribe 
Belcourt,  ND. 

Turtle  Mountain  Reservation  has  been  in  turmoil  for  nearly  two  years  now. 
This  began  with  the  removal  of  "The  Six  Pack,"  one  half  of  the  twelve  member 
tribal  council,  through  recall  petition  by  the  current  tribal  administration. 
This  was  initiated  by  the  then  and  current  Tribal  Chairperson  Twila 
Martin-Kekaba . The  recall  petitions  have  since  been  under  scrutiny  by 


numerous  tribal  members.  Several  accusations  of  wrong  doing  against  the 
Election  Board  resulted.  The  Chairperson  of  the  Election  Board  who  reviewed 
the  recall  petitions  has  since  been  appointed  to  a position  as  Tribal  Council 
Representative,  an  elected  position  vacated  by  the  removal  of  the  Six  Pack. 
Chairperson  Kekaba  and  a few  of  her  supporters  took  armed  control  of  tribal 
headquarters  to  facilitate  review  of  recall  petitions  against  the  Six  Pack 
and  replacement  of  the  current  Turtle  Mountain  Agency  Superintendent  with 
Kenneth  Davis,  an  old  associate  of  hers. 

Several  accusations  of  corruption  have  been  made  against  various  members  of 
the  Six  Pack  and  against  various  members  of  the  current  regime. 

Accusations  of  nepotism  have  also  been  made  against  the  current  regime. 

These  actions  have  resulted  in  several  firings  and  hirings  within  the 
numerous  tribal  enterprises.  Many  people  suspect  these  to  be  politically 
motivated . 

Two  Chief  Tribal  Judges  have  been  impeached  for  what  appears  to  be  refusal 
to  follow  politically  motived  edicts  dictated  by  Tribal  Chairperson  Kekaba. 
Chief  Judge  Richard  "Tonto"  Fredricks  was  removed  and  replaced  with  Chief 
Judge  Betty  Lavendure.  Chief  Judge  Lavendure  was  impeached  after  jailing 
Chairperson  Kekaba  for  refusing  to  follow  court  order.  Chief  Judge  Lavendure 
was  replaced  by  Judge  Janice  Morely.  Judge  Morely  has  since  proved  herself 
incompetent  through  blatant  favouritism,  a blundered  attempt  at 
recodification , and  several  blundered  judicial  decrees.  Her  attempt  at 
recodification  has  placed  the  tribe  itself  in  severe  jeopardy  by  striking 
personal  jurisdiction  in  tribal  code.  Essentially  what  this  means  is  that 
every  person  arraigned  since  Jan.  is  eligible  to  file  suit  against  the  BIA 
for  wrongful  incarceration. 

I have  also  personally  witnessed  refusal  by  the  tribal  court,  under 
supervision  of  Judge  Morely,  to  prosecute  certain  individuals  for  criminal 
activities . 

I have  also  witnessed  four  separate  attempts  to  impeach  Judge  Morley,  one 
of  which  I was  personally  involved  in. 

Since  Judge  Morley' s appointment  she  has  been  convicted  of  Dill,  which  is  an 
impeachable  offense  under  Judicial  Board  code.  The  resulting  impeachment 
proceedings  against  Judge  Morley  failed  to  make  it  past  the  Judicial  Board. 

A prominent  Judicial  Board  member,  Gailord  Peltier,  is  also  a Vice  Chairperson 
of  the  Tribal  Council. 

He  has  been  accused  of  conspiring  with  Chairperson  Kekaba  to  overthrow 
tribal  government  with  the  removal  of  the  Six  Pack. 

Several  of  his  relatives  have  been  appointed  to  prominent  positions  within 
the  Turtle  Mountain  Chippewa  Casino  infrastructure. 

Judge  Lavendure,  a distinguished  elder  of  the  band.  Associate  Judge  of 
Devil's  Lake  Sioux  Band,  ND.,  and  revered  Board  member  of  the  Intertribal 
Elders  and  Youth  Council,  has  since  been  denied  several  thousand  dollars  in 
back  pay. 

Several  members  of  the  court  staff  were  removed  with  her  and  also  denied 
back-pay. 

Several  questions  have  also  been  raised  concerning  a proposed  Tribal 
Spiritual  Centre  to  be  built/operated  by/and  on  the  land  of  Appointed  Tribal 
Council  member  Francis  Cree,  a man  who  until  now  has  enjoyed  the  respect  and 
admiration  of  many  tribal  members. 

This  turmoil  has  resulted  in  several  weeks  of  picketing  at  the  casino  by 
hundreds  of  former  casino  employees  who  were  removed  by  the  current  tribal 
council . 

It  also  resulted  in  one  attempted  take-over  of  tribal  headquarters,  one 
successful  take-over,  and  one  attempt  at  direct  negotiation  with  the  tribal 
administration  to  resolve  the  many  disputes  on  the  reservation. 

These  three  incidents  were  initiated  by  separate  factions  within  the 
community  out  of  concern  for  the  welfare  of  the  tribe. 

After  the  successful  take  over  of  the  tribal  headquarters  the  activists  were 
removed  by  BIA  Police  force.  This  resulted  in  what  has  become  known  as  The 
January  Eighth  Incident. 

On  January  Eighth  several  Elders  of  the  community  along  with  their 
supporters  and  members  of  American  Indian  Arbitration  (an  arbitration  group 
out  of  Washington  D.C.  concerned  with  providing  a capable  way  to  end 
political  disputes  within  native  communities),  attempted  to  induce  dialog 


with  the  current  Kekaba  administration. 

This  is  when  I became  involved.  After  having  met  with  members  of  the 
Turtle  Mountain  community  in  Minneapolis,  MN,  I reviewed  their  complaints 
and  evidence  and  then  proceeded  to  Belcourt,  ND  to  witness  the  negotiations 
planned  for  January  Eighth. 

Having  reviewed  the  evidence  I became  concerned  with  accusations  of 
misconduct  by  the  Turtle  Mountain  BIA  Police. 

After  arriving  in  Belcourt,  ND  I attended  two  days  of  ceremonies  prior  to 
the  negotiations  on  the  Eighth. 

On  the  Eighth  several  television  crews  and  a few  newspaper  reporters  were 
present.  The  current  administration  refused  any  attempt  at  dialog  and  denied 
any  accusations  of  wrong  doing.  After  this  press  release  by  the  Tribal 
Government  and  a few  select  interviews  with  members  of  the  opposing  group  the 
press  left. 

At  this  time  members  of  the  tribal  council  and  their  security  force 
initiated  a physical  confrontation  with  members  of  the  community.  The 
resulting  fracas  landed  me  in  jail. 

I spent  eighty-seven  days  in  jail  awaiting  trial  after  having  received  a 
one  count  federal  indictment.  I was  acquitted  after  a three  day  trial  and 
forty-five  minutes  of  deliberation  by  the  jury. 

I am  currently  charged  with  eight  misdemeanor  counts  under  tribal  code 
resulting  from  the  January  Eighth  Incident. 

Seven  people  were  also  arrested  with  me.  One  Elder,  Rose  Baker,  was  maced, 
tear  gassed,  and  refused  medical  attention  while  in  jail,  for  her 
participation  in  the  incident. 

Another  tribal  member  was  cut  on  her  face  and  also  was  refused  medical 
attention.  The  resulting  scar  from  the  cut  and  infection  has  marred  her  for 
life. 

After  my  release  from  federal  custody  I participated  in  the  gathering  of 
signatures  for  a Petition  of  Recall  against  Chairperson  Kekaba. 

Two-thousand,  nine  hundred,  and  ninety-eight  signatures  were  collected.  There 
is  nearly  six-thousand  eligible  voters  residing  within  the  reservation.  Only 
four  thousand  people  voted  in  the  last  election.  Of  that  four  thousand  voters, 
twenty  percent  (or  800  voters)  are  needed  to  initiate  a recall  referendum  of 
any  elected  official. 

This  recall  petition  was  accepted  by  Elected  Tribal  Councilmember  Mathew 
McLeod  who  presented  them  to  the  current  Election  Board.  This  is  the  same 
procedure  that  was  utilized  by  Chairperson  Kekaba  to  remove  the  Six-Pack. 

After  the  presentation  to  the  Election  Board,  the  Election  Board  declared 
the  petition  invalid  based  on  the  procedure  used  to  turn  in  the  petitions. 

This  controversy  is  still  under  way.  Chairperson  Kekaba  is  also  coming  up 
for  election  on  Nov.  8. 

Information  on  the  Keweenaw  Bay  stand  off  is  available  on  Rose's  Native 
American  Page  on  the  Internet.  You  can  locate  this  by  using  KEWEENAW  as  a 
search  word. 

[ The  Web  site  referred  to  here  is  maintained  by  Rose  Edwards.  It  can  be 

found  at  "http://www.up.net/~rose/native/native.html"  --Gary  ] 

These  people  are  in  need  of  assistance  also,  as  are  the  people  of  many  other 
reservations.  I believe  that  we  are  all  bands  of  the  same  nation  and  not 
separate  Band/Nations.  It  is  time  for  some  of  us  to  accept  our 
responsibilities  as  members  of  our  native  communities  and  offer  what  little 
help  we  can.  Someday  this  trouble  may  be  in  our  own  back  yard. 

I would  like  to  request  any  information  on  such  things  happening  in  Indian 
country  elsewhere.  I can  be  reached  at  "washagizig@aol.com"  . 

Thank  you, 

A. W.N. Bernard 
Little  Traverse  Band 
Anamhewaagwenh 
Odawa 
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September  2,  1996 

DUDLEY  GEORGE  - A HISTORY 

My  apology  to  the  readers  of  the  conference  web. announcements  for  not 
including  a preamble  to  my  message  on  the  DUDLEY  GEORGE  MEMORIAL  FEAST.  My 
intimate  connections  with  the  struggles  of  the  Stoney  Point  peoples  lead  me 
to  assume  that  readers  would  know.  Thanks  to  reader  Rhea  Menzel  Whitehead 
for  her  plea  for  "a  brief  history  of  Dudley  George"  because  that  reminded  me 
how  negligent  I was. 

Stoney  Pointers  and  others  interested  in  Native  justice  consider  Dudley 
to  be  a patriot  and  this  history  has  been  written  from  that  perspective. 

Dudley  George  came  to  the  attention  of  many  because  he  was  murdered, 
presumably  by  the  Ontario  Provincial  Police,  during  a confrontation  at  the 
Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  on  Sept  6,  1995.  He  was  there  with  other  Stoney 
Pointers  who  had  occupied  the  park  when  it  closed  for  the  season  to  protect 
an  ancient  aboriginal  burial  ground  from  desecration. 

On  March  17,  1957,  a little  brown  baby  boy,  the  eighth  "Nagdoonsag, " was 
born  in  Sarnia  to  Reginald  Ransford  George  and  Genevieve  Pauline  Rogers 
George.  He  was  given  the  name  of  Anthony  O'Brien  George  by  mother  Genevieve 
who  thought  an  Irish  name  would  be  appropriate. 

Dudley  was  always  in  the  forefront  of  the  fight  for  the  land.  On 
September  12,  1993,  a group  of  people  occupying  the  former  base  walked  from 
Stoney  Point  to  Ottawa  to  press  the  government  to  recognize  their  treaty 
right.  Dudley  believed  that  someone  must  stay  to  protect  the  land  so  he 
remained  at  home.  They  stopped  at  Trent  University  on  the  way  and  arranged 
to  return  to  attend  the  1994  Elders  gathering  in  Peterborough. 

Dudley  joined  veteran  Clifford  George  and  others  and  manned  an 
information  table.  The  others  were  kind  of  upset  because  they  expected  him 
to  work,  taking  in  all  the  workshops  and  the  things  that  were  offered. 

Dudley  didn't  seem  to  care  about  that.  He  was  in  his  glory  manning  that 
information  table,  and  coaching  younger  people  how  to  get  the  most  out  of  a 
large  and  complicated  gathering.  He  was  just  enjoying  himself.  He  liked 
beautiful  women  too  and  he  saw  one.  So  it  was  delightful  to  have  him 
there.  "So  we  have  a lot  of  good  memories,"  reported  Marcia  Simon. 

There  were  record  cold  temperatures  in  the  winter  of  93/94.  Neighboring 
people  were  taking  bets  as  to  how  long  the  Stoney  Pointers  would  stay  in 
there  once  the  cold  temperatures  hit.  But  they  stayed.  Dudley  had  a 
trailer  right  along  the  highway.  They  would  congregate  over  there.  They 
had  a wood  stove  in  there  and  were  nice  and  toasty. 

In  the  spring  friends  put  together  a birthday  tribute  to  Dudley  on  Saint 
Patrick's  day.  The  program  included  references  to  all  his  brothers  and 
sisters.  They  picked  out  key  things  about  his  childhood  that  were  amusing. 
Dudley  was  game  for  anything  and  they  joked  around  with  him  and  had  a lot  of 
fun . 

[Never  having  met  Dudley  George,  this  author  has  gleaned  the  above 
comments  from  his  files  containing  various  reports  all  prepared  since 
Dudley's  death.  On  a more  personal  note  Pat  Gyenes  was  asked  to  report  some 
personal  recollections  of  her  and  her  family.  They  made  a fond  acquaintance 
with  Dudley  as  they  camped  at  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park.  Pat's  presentation 
follows . ] 

In  the  summer  of  1993,  when  the  people  moved  back  to  Stoney  Point,  they 
performed  a number  of  ceremonies  to  help  them  in  their  aim  of  peaceful  and 
final  reoccupation  of  their  ancestral  home  land.  In  conjunction  with  these 
ceremonies  they  lit  a sacred  fire.  That  fire  burned  through  the  Summer  and 
long  into  the  fall.  Once,  during  a tremendous  thunderstorm,  four  of  the 
fire  keepers  fought  to  keep  it  going  through  the  torrential  downpour. 
Suddenly,  lightning  struck  the  fire  and  the  horrified  people  sheltering  in 
other  parts  of  the  camp  watched  the  blue  flame  dance  all  the  way  around  the 
poles  that  marked  off  the  sacred  precinct.  Then  they  rushed  through  the 
rain,  sure  that  the  four  young  men  were  dead.  They  found  the  fire  keepers 
miraculously  unhurt,  and  the  fire  still  burning  brightly.  That  Summer 
seemed  to  be  one  made  of  miracles.  It  made  you  feel  that  anything  might  be 


possible,  when  you  visited  Stoney  Point  then. 

It  was  beside  the  sacred  fire  that  I first  met  Anthony  O'Brien  (Dudley) 
George.  My  friend  and  I and  our  children  had  spoken  frequently  with  the  men 
on  the  barricades  at  the  beach  and  had  finally  accepted  their  invitation  to 
come  to  the  camp  and  learn  more  about  their  struggle.  We  had  spent  a couple 
of  hours  speaking  with  the  two  fire  keepers  on  duty  and  I had  learned  quite 
a bit  about  how  to  behave  around  the  fire  and  its  ceremonial  significance. 
Suddenly  a pick-up  truck  pulled  in  and  a group  of  laughing  men  spilled  out 
and  came  over  for  introductions.  One  of  them  was  Dudley. 

After  our  conversation  with  the  fire  keepers,  we  felt  completely 
overwhelmed  by  the  extent  of  the  injury  done  to  these  people.  We  were 
amazed  at  how  well  they  were  doing  with  so  little  and  how  high  their  spirits 
were  considering  the  constant  harassment  from  military  and  civil 
authorities.  We  asked  what  we  could  do  to  help  them.  What  did  they  need? 
"Women!"  grinned  Dudley.  Then  he  went  off  and  got  us  coffee.  He  may  have 
had  some  rough  edges,  but  he  knew  how  to  treat  company. 

We  returned  to  the  fire  many  times  that  summer  and  fall.  Dudley  was 
usually  close  by,  after  all  his  trailer,  prominently  marked  "Dudley's 
Place",  was  just  a stone's  throw  away.  The  last  time  we  saw  him  that  year 
was  in  October,  when  we  brought  a gift  of  tobacco.  I had  access  to  some 
chemical  free  plants  through  work,  and  had  experimented  with  different  ways 
of  drying  the  leaves,  so  that  they  could  be  given  to  the  fire  keepers.  It 
was  chilly  by  the  lake  that  afternoon,  but  Dudley  had  worked  up  a real  sweat 
using  a post-holer.  He  was  trying  to  set  the  poles  for  a long  house.  It 
was  a thankless  job,  as  every  other  hole  was  stopped  by  a large  rock. 
Besides,  the  rest  of  the  work  crew  had  given  up  and  found  other  ways  to 
spend  their  energy.  Dudley  wasn't  convinced  it  was  hopeless  yet.  A black 
puppy  was  running  happily  around,  chewing  the  tools  and  peoples  shoes 
indiscriminately.  Dudley  introduced  him  as  the  "Sacred  Dog".  He  took  the 
tobacco  gravely.  When  I mentioned  that  I had  had  some  difficulty  finding  a 
good  drying  method,  he  sniffed  it  suspiciously,  "Not  mouldy  is  it?"  Then 
he  grinned  again  and  set  the  tobacco  carefully  aside. 

He  always  seemed  to  know  how  to  put  people  at  ease.  Anywhere  you  went, 
people  knew  Dudley  and  his  name  always  seemed  to  bring  a smile.  Even  in  the 
Summer  of  1995,  knowing  Dudley  seemed  to  break  the  ice.  There  were  a lot 
more  of  the  people  there  that  year  and  they  had  had  to  close  their  beach 
front  to  outsiders,  for  reasons  that  I now  know  and  fully  understand.  We 
had  met  only  a handful  of  the  people  and  by  that  summer,  even  the  few  we 
knew  had  become  visibly  stressed  by  the  hostility  of  their  neighbors  and  the 
campaign  mounted  by  authorities  to  prevent  them  from  spreading  their 
story.  Dudley  became  almost  a password  with  people  who  didn't  recognize 
us.  The  adults  in  our  group  honored  the  request  of  the  Stoney  Point  people 
to  stay  off  the  beach  on  their  side  of  the  pilings,  but  the  kids  traveled 
back  and  forth  freely.  They  saw  Dudley  frequently.  My  older  son  joined  the 
group  of  kids  who  used  to  make  the  run  to  the  store  in  Ipperwash  Park  to  buy 
the  Bazooka  bubblegum  that  Dudley  was  addicted  to. 

We  were  in  the  Park  camping  on  Duly  29  when  the  people  moved  back  into 
the  barracks.  On  our  campsite,  we  had  a quiet  little  celebration  for  them 
and  were  surprised  when  about  half  a dozen  of  the  kids  from  Stoney  Point 
drifted  onto  our  site  around  7:00  to  pick  up  our  young  people.  They  all 
disappeared  into  the  dunes  to  have  their  own  party. 

The  police  presence  increased  amazingly  for  the  last  part  of  our  stay. 

Our  children  were  threatened  with  arrest  by  the  OPP  for  returning  to  our 
campsite  from  the  reserve.  This  surprised  me,  as  we  had  always  known  that 
we  could  be  considered  as  trespassers  and  be  arrested  for  going  to  the 
reserve,  but  we  were  legally  registered  at  the  Park  and  couldn't  be  called 
trespassers  for  returning  to  our  campsite.  I was  very  uneasy  when  we  left, 
the  police  were  not  only  hostile  but  seemed  frightened.  I was  very  worried 
about  what  would  happen.  Like  Dudley  himself,  I never  imagined  that  the 
aggression  I sensed  would  result  in  the  fatal  assault  of  September  6th. 

The  last  time  I saw  Dudley  was  at  his  funeral.  The  gates  to  the  barracks 
area,  now  Auzhoodena,  were  lowered  and  there  were  several  people  on  guard. 

We  didn't  know  if  they  would  let  us  in,  considering  what  had  happened.  I'm 
not  sure  if  it  was  the  newspaper  that  Dudley  had  given  us  or  the  muffins 
that  we  brought  that  did  it,  but  the  gate  was  raised  and  we  were  admitted. 


There  were  very  few  non-natives.  The  tension  in  the  air  was  the  fear  that 
the  OPP  massed  in  the  surrounding  fields  would  move  again.  I never  thought 
to  see  that  many  people  afraid  that  they  would  die.  Most  of  them  didn't 
expect  to  ever  be  able  to  leave.  I could  hardly  believe  that  I was  in 
Canada . 

Dudley's  coffin  was  open  for  display  in  the  rooms  formerly  assigned  to  the 
Quarter  Master.  It  was  strange  to  see  him  in  a suit.  In  the  coffin  with 
him  was  his  pipe,  an  eagle  feather,  and  his  Bazooka  gum.  I couldn't 
understand  how  it  had  happened  that  Dudley,  the  guy  who  always  had  a joke, 
was  lying  there,  shot  to  death  even  though  he  had  been  unarmed.  When  they 
had  moved  back  in  1993,  the  people  had  taken  an  oath  not  to  use  violence.  I 
vowed  to  his  sister  that  I would  work  to  see  that  this  would  never  happen 
again  in  Canada  and  that  justice  would  finally  be  given  to  his  family  and 
all  of  his  people.  In  whatever  way  I can,  no  matter  how  small,  I try 
constantly  to  honor  that  promise.  I'll  be  at  the  memorial  ceremonies,  my 
husband  and  children  with  me  and  we'll  bring  tobacco,  and  Bazooka  gum,  to 
honor  the  dead.  I'll  be  praying  for  the  legal  return  of  the  land  belonging 
to  the  people  of  Auzhoodena  and  justice  for  their  suffering  over  the  past  54 
years  and  that  no  more  blood  will  be  shed  anywhere  in  Canada. 

// // 

Posted  by  HAROLD  P.  KOEHLER, 

43  NAPOLEON  DRIVE,  LONDON  ON  CANADA  N5V  4A8 

(519)453  5452,  Fax  453-3676,  E-mail  hkoehler@execulink.com 

Home  Page:  http://www.execulink.com/~hkoehler/ 

"RE : Protecting  Lyle  Point"  

Date:  Sun,  1 Sep  1996  22:41:13  -0600 
From:  vtd4@netrix.net  (serena) 

Sub j : protecting  Lyle  Point  land  (Hood  River,  Oregon) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

BACKGROUND: 

The  Lyle  Point  controversy  has  been  raging  since  an  east  coast  land 
speculation  and  development  company  bought  the  Point  from  the  railroad 
several  years  ago.  If  this  investment  company  is  successful,  the  Point  will 
be  chopped  up  into  over  30  lots-  to  become  a gated,  elitist  community  for 
the  rich-  forever  denying  the  public  access  and  use  of  the  point.  Heroic 
efforts  by  citizens  from  across  the  United  States  and  lawsuits  by  the  Indian 
Nations  have  fended  off  the  developers  for  three  years. 

Lyle  Point  has  and  continues  to  be  a usual  and  accustomed  scaffold  fishing 
site  for  the  River  People.  Historic  journals  and  tribal  elders  tell  of  an 
ancient  Indian  village  at  Lyle  Point  that  was  abandoned  due  to  disease 
spread  by  the  first  contact  with  whites.  Oral  history  tells  of  this  village 
where  the  natives  cared  for  a diseased  white  family  which  was  abandoned  by 
their  own  people.  Their  disease  spread  to  the  entire  village,  killing  all 
the  inhabitants.  The  Natives  were  buried  there  and  the  site  remained 
undisclosed  by  the  elders  until  this  recent  threat  of  development.  The 
village  at  the  mouth  of  the  Klickitat  (Lyle  Point)  was  seen  and  recorded  by 
Lewis  & Clark.  Sacred  sites  and  burial  sites  must  not  be  desecrated. 

Lyle  Point  Action  Committee 

August  21,  1996 

LYLE  POINT  IS  NOT  FOR  SALE 

On  Friday,  August  16th,  the  Lyle  Point  Action  Committee  (a  group  of  local 
and  regional  citizens  working  to  prevent  the  development  of  Lyle  Point) 
commenced  with  protest  demonstrations  at  the  Point  and  at  Don  Nunamaker, 

Inc.  Realtors,  Hood  River,  Oregon. 

The  committees  action  was  a reaction  to  the  cover  of  "Today's  Real  Estate 
Guide,"  featuring  the  availability  of  Lyle  Point  lots  for  housing 
development,  and  word  of  a salmon  bake  open  house  being  held  at  the  site. 

Committee  members  also  leafletted  Gorge  communities  the  weekend  of  the  17th 
& 18th,  and  were  met  with  supportive  gestures  from  the  public  during  the 
three  days. 


On  Sunday,  August  18th,  the  committee  was  informed  by  Nunamaker  that:  As  of 
August  18th,  1996,  Don  Nunamaker,  Inc.,  realtors  and  its  agents  have  ceased 
marketing  efforts  on  the  lots  at  Lyle  Point.  We  are  no  longer  involved  with 
this  listing. 

Investment  Real  Estate  firm  Tilbury,  Fergusen  & Neuburg,  Inc.  (503)  224 
6743,  fax  x7933,  530  NW  23rd  Ave.,  Suite  112,  Portland,  OR  97210;  Elizabeth 
Tilbury,  John  L.  Fergusen,  Gail  Neuberg)  released  Nunamaker  from  co-listing 
Due  to  the  unexpected  public  controversy  regarding  Klickitat  Landing...  the 
same  day. 

As  of  this  writing.  Tilbury,  et  al.  is  being  notified  of  the  issues 
surrounding  this  sacred  burial  site  and  Native  fishing  site  of  the  River 
People,  in  hopes  they  may  choose  to  do  the  right  thing  and  decline  further 
marketing  of  this  ill-conceived  and  disastrous  project.  Letters  and  calls 
to  them  from  all  over  the  world  (polite)  are  in  order. 

Any  subsequent  attempts  by  realtors  and  their  agents  to  sell  Lyle  Point 
lots  will  be  similarly  protested. 

The  committee  will  continue  working  to  bring  the  applicable  parties  together 
to  discuss,  formulate  and  pursue  a preservation  plan,  through  acquisition. 

We  hope  for  the  landowners  cooperation  and  refrainment  from  relisting  Lyle 
Point  until  such  discussion  can  resume. 

The  committee  commends  Don  Nunamaker,  Inc.  for  being  responsive  to  this 
sensitive  issue  by  dropping  their  listing. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO  TO  HELP  SAVE  LYLE  POINT: 

--  Volunteer  for  duty.  Protests  at  the  realty  office  may  be  called  if 
they  don't  cooperate  after  8/24/96. 

--  We  need  help  spreading  the  fact  that  this  is  a very  bad  investment  into 
and  throughout  the  Real  Estate  community-  if  you  have  any  ideas  or  know  of 
real  estate  networks,  home  pages  and  e-mail  addresses  to  get  a version  of 
this  out  to,  please  let  us  know. 

--  And  anything  else  you  can  think  of-  not  the  least  of  which  is  network 
the  info  & updates  to  inform  as  many  as  possible. 

Thanks! 

Contacts : 

Lyle  Point  Action  Committee:  Chief  Johnny  Jackson  (509)  493  1686 

Columbia  Gorge  Audubon  Society:  Jill  Barker  (541)  478  3427 

P.0.  Box  512,  Hood  River,  OR  97031  (email:  mediaisl@halcyon.com) 

"RE : Wind  River  Indian  Reservation"  

Date:  Wed,  28  Aug  1996  06:21:48  -0600 

From:  gniemuth@uwyo.edu  (GREGORY  G.  \Crow\  NIEMUTH) 

Sub j : Wind  River  Indian  Reservation 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

This  information  is  posted  on  behalf  of  Irene  Houser,  Block 
Grant  Administrator  for  the  Northern  Arapaho  Nation,  Wind  River 
Reservation,  Wyoming  by  "gniemuth@uwyo.edu".  Individual  subscribers 
may  reproduce  or  forward  this  post. 

Located  in  the  west-central  portion  of  Wyoming,  the  Wind 
River  Indian  Reservation  covers  2,268,000  acres.  Originally 
encompassing  44  million  acres,  land  cessions  have  resulted  in  the 
present  size.  Wind  River  is  the  third  largest  reservation  in  the 
United  States.  It  is  home  to  the  Eastern  Shoshone  and  Northern 
Arapaho  Nations;  each  of  which  has  its  own  separate,  autonomous 
governing  council. 

Lack  of  employment  opportunities,  as  well  as  a decline  in 
tribal  oil  and  gas  revenues,  have  combined  with  other  factors  to 
create  a significant  homelessness  problem  at  Wind  River.  The 
Arapahoe  Shelter  Project,  located  on  the  reservation  at  the 
community  of  Arapahoe,  is  a transitional  homeless  shelter. 

Currently  being  implemented,  the  shelter  site  is  located  close  to 
Indian  Health  Services,  a general  store,  the  Black  Coal  Senior 


Center,  the  Great  Plains  Hall,  a detox  center  and  extended  family 
members.  Easily  accessed  in  a safe  location,  the  shelter  is 
approved  and  supported  by  the  Arapaho  Business  Council. 
Unfortunately,  sporadic  availability  of  funding  has  delayed  the 
opening  of  the  shelter. 

Although  fundraising  efforts  and  donations  of  time  and 
materials  have  been  of  great  assistance,  it  has  not  been  enough. 
Additional  funds  are  needed  for  installation  and  hook-up  of 
utilities  as  well  as  final  site  preparation.  An  intensive 
campaign  to  generate  funds  for  supplemental  food  supplies  is  also 
underway  as  general  economic  conditions  degenerate  and  winter 
approaches . 

As  our  elected  officials  struggle  to  maintain  services  and 
generate  additional  economic  development,  others  of  us  are 
fighting  to  help  meet  basic  needs.  Implementation  and  operating 
funds  for  the  Arapahoe  Shelter  Project  are  still  needed. 

Persons  who  would  like  more  information  may  contact: 

The  Arapahoe  Shelter  Project,  Attn:  Irene  Houser,  PO  Box  8035, 
Ethete,  WY  82520-8035  Fax:  307-332-9104. 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA 
Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  AISESnet,  NATIVELIT-L,  Taino-L,  Uptowne, 
NativeWeb,  Triballaw  & NATIVE-L  listservers;  UUCP  & genie  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"They  have  killed  the  buffalo,  the  holy  food  of  the  Indian,  the 
buffalo,  our  brother,  who  gave  his  flesh  so  the  people  could  live." 

--  Pete  Catches,  Oglala  Medicine  Man 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


0 o 0 

0 o 0 

0 o o o o 0 
0 o 0 

0 o 0 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


I had  a conversation  with  someone  recently,  an  elder  I highly  respect. 

I want  to  share  it,  in  part.  He  spoke  of  the  grass  fires  in  the  west, 
saying  when  the  buffalo  were  grazing  those  lands  they  ate  the  tall  grass 
that  dries  so  quickly  on  the  plains,  thus  reducing  the  amount  of  highly 
flammable  fuel.  He  concluded,  "Maybe  Creator  knew  what  He  was  doing  when 
He  placed  buffalo  where  they  could  eat  that  grass." 

Tobacco  wasn't  a lit  cigarette  flipped  carelessly  out  a car  window  in 
those  days,  either. 

My  elder,  my  friend,  made  a good  point  we  all  need  to  hold  onto.  Maybe 
Creator  knew  what  He  was  doing  when  He  placed  all  things  where  He  did. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Peltier's  Birthday 

- Congress  Orders  IAIA  Investigation 

- Confronting  Genocide  in  Amerikkka 

- Resources/1996  Fire  Season 

- Help  Confront  Racism 

- Support  for  Indian  Education 

- Ipperwash  Inquiry 

- Western  Psychology  and  NA 

- Wendake  Election  Results 

- Taino  Arts  & Crafts  Workshops 

- A Small  Victory 

- Update:  Seed  Bank 

- OYATE  Needs  Help 

- Hoopa  Tribe  lobs 

- Pequot  Internship 

- Drawings  by  Children 

- Poem:  My  Ancestors 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Peltier's  Birthday"  - 

Date:  96-09-06  19:16:50  EDT 
From:  lpdc@idir.net  (Peltier  Defense  Committee) 

Sub j : Peltier's  Birthday 

UUCP  email 

Leonard  Peltier  will  be  having  another  birthday  behind  the  bars  of 
Leavenworth  Federal  Penitentiary.  On  September  12th,  he  will  be  52  years 
old.  Birthdays  are  especially  hard  for  Leonard  as  he  is  unable  to  celebrate 
with  his  children  and  grandchildren . Please  help  make  this  birthday  more 
tolerable  by  letting  him  know  that  he  is  in  your  thoughts  and  prayers.  You 
can  send  Leonard  a birthday  card  (no  musicals,  please  --  they  are  not 
allowed) . He  can  also  receive  postal  money  orders  which  he  uses  to  buy 
commissary  and  pay  for  phone  calls,  photographs  (excluding  polaroids),  and 
soft  cover  books.  You  can  write  him  directly  at: 

Leonard  Peltier,  #89637-132 
PO  Box  1000 
Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Another  Leech  Lake  Lawsuit 

- Mohawk  Reclaim  School 

- Western  Shoshone  Hot  Spring 
Threatened 

- Seneca  Chief  Crosses  Over 

- Victim  of  Mental  Health  System 

- Finngate  Felons  Convicted 

- A Time  of  Thanksgiving 
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— "RE:  Congress  Orders  IAIA  Investigation"  

Date:  Fri,  6 Sep  1996  13:18:50  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Stephen  laboueff  <laboueff@unm.edu> 

Sub j : Congress  orders  IAIA  investigation- -$310K  missing 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

IAIA- -IAIA  update  9/696 

IAIA  President  Sanchez  and  FBI  officials  met  in  Santa  Fe  today  to 
announce  a Congressionally  mandated  investigation  into  the 
embezzlement  of  $310,000  from  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts. 

The  tip  of  the  iceberg?  Perhaps  the  investigation  will  accomplish  the 
cleansing  that  Indian  community  members  have  been  seeking  and  a new 
IAIA  will  rise  from  the  ashes. 

I had  e-mailed  Indian  Country  Today  expressing  concern  about  stories 
that  IAIA  Administration  was  trying  to  intimidate  ICT  by  threatening 
legal  action  for  published  stories  about  IAIA.  I received  the 
following  from  David  Melmer,  Story  Editor,  ICT:  quote--there  is  no 
such  letter,  nor  is  there  any  suit  against  ICT  initiated  by  IAIA. 

Tim  Giago,  ICT  Publisher,  discussed  this  issue  with  me.  Should  we 
have  any  threats  against  us  because  of  any  articles  or  editorials  we 
write  or  print,  we  will  stand  by  them  and  most  likely  print 
them--unquote.  I guess  that  clears  the  muddied  waters--ICT  is  one  of 
our  most  audible  and  widely  distributed  voices--it  is  good  their  voice 
cannot  be  silenced. 

Another  interesting  note- -the  following  letter  was  published  in  ICT, 
September  2-9,  1996  on  the  Opinion/Editorial  page. 

APPOINTED  IAIA  PRESIDENT  IS  REASON  FOR  CONCERN  To  the  Editor:  I was 
rather  upset  to  read  of  the  recent  appointment  of  Beatrice  Rivas 
Sanchez  as  president  of  IAIA.  While  I didn't  go  to  IAIA,  a cousin  of 
mine  and  several  friends  did,  and  as  an  American  Indian  artist,  I feel 
I have  an  interest  in  the  IAIA. 

Ms.  Sanchez  comes  to  the  position  after  a tenure  as  president  of  the 
Kansas  City  Art  Institute,  my  alma  mater.  According  to  numerous 
friends  of  mine  on  the  staff  and  faculty  there,  her  time  at  KCAI  was 
marked  by  quite  a bit  of  turmoil,  and  she  was  finally  asked  to  tender 
her  resignation. 

Much  of  the  controversy  in  Kansas  City  revolved  around  issues  of 
spending  priorities,  i.e.,  capital  development  vs.  spending  money  on 
students,  recruitment,  and  curriculum.  As  these  issues  are  already 
strongly  at  issue  in  the  IAIA  controversy,  the  appointment  of  Ms 
Sanchez  is  doubly  disturbing.  She  may  have  a track  record  in  arts 
school  administration,  but  it  is  not  a good  one. 

Signed:  Ted  Garner,  Chicago,  Illinois 

Mmmmmmm!!!  In  our  way,  we  are  taught  to  know  the  face  of  our 
adversary.  The  paint  of  the  mask  that  covers  the  spirit  appears  to  be 
running. 


"RE : Confronting  Genocide  in  Amerikkka"  

Date:  9 Sep  1996  23:11:16  -0400 
From:  erobb69997@aol.com  (ERobb69997) 

Sub j : GENOCIDE 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 
CONFRONTING  GENOCIDE  IN  AMERIKKKA 

At  the  conclusion  of  World  War  Two  the  UNITED  STATES  spearheaded  the 
effort  to  bring  the  Nazi  leadership  to  justice  not  only  for  war  crimes, 
but  other  crimes  against  humanity.  Principally  for  the  mass  extermination 
of  European  Jewish  people.  This  effort  resulted  in  the  Nuremberg  trials, 
it's  doctrine  and  eventually  the  codification  of  International  law  on  the 


crime  and  prevention  of  genocide.  The  time  has  come  to  bring  the  United 
States  and  it's  leaders  both  corporate  and  public  to  justice  for  the 
continuing  wholesale  extermination  of  the  Indigenous  peoples  of  TURTLE 
ISLAND  (North  America) . 

Genocide  is  not  just  part  of  Amerikkka's  past,  but  a living  reality  for 
those  confined  to  your  government's  concentration  camps,  simply  referred 
to  as  "Reservations".  Much  has  been  documented  about  the  conditions  of 
life  imposed  upon  Indians,  designed  to  bring  about  their  physical 
destruction  as  distinct  peoples  of  the  world  (violating  the  UN  convention 
on  genocide).  One  of  the  most  shocking  examples  of  genocide  is  taking 
place  (in  your  backyard)  on  a remote  section  of  the  Dineh  Concentration 
Camp  (Navajo  reservation)  at  a place  called  Big  Mountain  in  northern 
Arizona . 

It  is  there  that  thousands  of  Indians  led  by  elderly  traditional  women 
are  defending  themselves  in  a war  of  attrition.  A war  because  your 
government  passed  a law  over  20  years  ago  stating  that  these  Indians  must 
be  relocated  in  order  to  satisfy  an  insatiable  appetite  for  resources.  On 
a daily  basis  these  human  beings  are  subjected  to  harassment  and  abuse  by 
the  forces  of  the  United  States  simply  because  they  refuse  to  comply  with 
a genocidal  law. 

Over  the  years,  your  government  (at  your  expense-already  into  the 
billions)  has  made  it  increasingly  difficult,  to  the  point  that  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Dineh  to  live  out  their  lives  as  they  always  have  and 
to  pass  on  their  way  of  life  to  future  generations.  Among  other  things, 
your  government  has  destroyed  and  poisoned  their  wells,  forcing  them  to 
drive  up  to  45  miles  for  water.  Your  government  continuously  confiscates 
property,  equipment  and  tools  that  the  resisters  rely  upon  for  life, 
including  the  livestock  they  depend  upon  for  food.  Your  government 
refuses  to  allow  new  construction  or  repair  of  structures  on  Dineh  land. 
Your  government  restricts  their  ability  to  obtain  firewood  necessary  for 
cooking  and  heat  (there  is  no  electricity  or  running  water  at  Big 
Mountain).  As  a final  insult,  the  Dineh  are  unable  to  hold  traditional 
ceremonies  without  interference  or  even  permitted  to  bury  their  dead! 

The  corporate  and  government  propaganda  machines  have  continuously 
obscured  the  issue,  creating  a smoke  screen  called  the  "Hopi-Navajo  land 
dispute".  Yet  the  truth  prevails.  The  Dineh  are  being  forced  into 
relocating,  so  multi-national  corporations  can  mine  their  land  for  coal. 

The  bottom  line  is  the  bottom  line,  and  to  quote  a Hopi  elder  Thomas 
Banyanca  "There  is  no  Hopi-Navajo  land  dispute,  there  is  only  white  man's 
endless  greed". 

Painted  on  a yellow  sign  on  a road  leading  to  Big  Mountain  are  the  words, 
"RELOCATION  IS  GENOCIDE".  Make  no  mistake,  this  is  genocide  within  the 
precise  meaning  of  international  law  on  genocide.  It  is  a capital  offense 
to  target  distinct  peoples  or  nation,  impose  conditions  of  life  designed 
to  bring  about  it's  destruction  in  whole  or  part.  The  relocation  of  the 
Big  Mountain  Dineh  will  destroy  them  as  distinct  peoples--  they  will  no 
longer  be  Big  Mountain  Dineh,  simple  farmers  and  sheep  herders  living  with 
and  from  their  land.  In  fact,  they  will  die,  just  not  as  efficiently  as 
the  Jewish  people  did  in  the  Holocaust,  for  the  Dineh,  it  is  slow  motion 
genocide.  So  far,  of  those  who  have  been  relocated,  almost  35%  are 
dead ! ! ! ! 

What  shocked  human  consciousness  about  the  Jewish  holocaust  was  how  both 
the  average  European  citizen  and  public  officials  stood  idly  by  and 
allowed  this  to  take  place.  The  convention  on  genocide  makes  it  very 
clear  that  it  is  a duty  upon  all  humanity  to  prevent  genocide  from  taking 
place,  by  any  means  necessary,  otherwise  YOU  are  complicit  in  the  Crime. 

Today,  Amerikkka  is  taking  steps  to  initiate  a final  solution  for  the 
Big  Mountain  Dineh.  They  are  being  told  to  sign  yet  another  new  "treaty" 
with  the  government  by  January  1,  1997  or  else  face  forced  eviction.  Like 
all  other  treaties  it's  just  another  lie,  the  Big  Mountain  Dineh  recognize 
this  and  refuse.  The  Dineh  choose  to  live  as  they  choose,  as  they  always 
have,  as  free,  sovereign  and  distinct  peoples  of  Big  Mountain  and  that  is 
their  right  both  legally  and  morally. 

Something  must  be  done  to  stop  the  genocide  at  Big  Mountain  and  all  over 
Turtle  Island.  Not  only  must  this  genocidal  law  be  repealed,  but  it  is 


time  to  bring  those  responsible  to  justice.  For  Indigenous  Peoples  to 
exist  unmolested  by  the  material  world  and  its  greed,  those  who  commit  the 
crime  of  genocide  must  be  prosecuted  to  the  fullest  extent  of 
international  law.  In  the  United  States 
DUSTY  TENETKE 
THUNDER24@:UN0.C0M 

"RE : Resources/1996  Fire  Season"  

Date:  Sun,  8 Sep  1996  15:23:39  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra.net> 

Sub j : Cultural  Resources/1996  Fire  Season 

UUCP  email 

During  the  summer  of  1996  a large  portion  of  the  Western  United  States 
was  impacted  by  lighting/arson  caused  fires,  mainly  lighting.  Fire 
activity  took  place  on  what  is  called  the  Public  Domain,  land  managed 
by  Federal  Agencies,  such  as  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  and  the  U.S. 

Forest  Service.  The  Public  Domain,  as  it  is  called,  is  also  considered 
to  be  the  Traditional  Treaty  Territories  of  some  of  the  Sovereign 
Nations  of  the  Native  American  Indians.  Within  these  acres  of  charred 
land  lie  ceremonial,  burial  and  gathering  areas,  significant  to  the 
history,  culture  and  religion  of  the  Traditional  Native  American  Indian, 
historically  significant  to  future  generations  of  both  Indian  and  Non- 
Indian  and  every  effort  must  be  made  to  preserve  and  protect  these 
areas,  which  may  be  already  destroyed  and  lost  forever,  which  may  be 
destroyed  and  lost  forever  during  the  rejuvenation  process.  The  Federal 
Government  must  allow  a consultation  process  to  be  developed  with  those 
Sovereign  Nations  in  order  for  the  tribes  to  make  every  feasible  effort 
to  preserve  and  protect  sites  important  to  their  history,  culture  and 
religion . 

The  importance  of  preserving  and  protecting  these  sites  should  not 
undermine  what  has  happened  on  the  Warm  Springs  Indian  Reservation 
in  Oregon.  The  120,000  acre  fire  engulfed  11  homes  and  destroyed 
valuable  land  as  well  as  natural  resources  and  here  a form  of  tribal 
unity  across  this  country  should  be  formed  to  assure  the  Warm  Springs 
Tribe  that  the  Sovereign  Nations  will  in  fact  stand  in  any  support 
needed  to  assist  the  Tribe  in  every  manner  to  help  them  in  their  endeavor 
to  fully  recover  from  their  losses.  Tribal,  Personal  and  Natural. 

At  this  time,  an  effort  must  be  arrived  at,  to  address  all  losses  due  to 
the  1996  severe  fire  season.  Not  only  should  the  cultural  resources  be 
addressed  but  the  loses  incurred  to  the  Wildlife,  such  as  lodging,  food 
and  water  resources,  natural  resources  vital  for  all  wildlife,  the 
four-legged  and  winged-ones,  to  sustain  in  their  natural  environment. 

In  the  past,  such  activity  as  Mining,  Logging,  Recreation,  Farming, 
Ranching,  Modern  Progress,  and  to  date,  such  natural  activity  as,  the 
severe  winter  of  1995-1996,  Flurricanes(1996)  and  Tornadoes(1996)  has 
had  a very  tremendous  impact  on  these  natural  and  cultural  resources 
and  now  with  such  a severe  fire  season(1996)  that  may  be  extended  into 
November (1996) , the  Federal  Government  should  make  a justifiable  decision 
to  stop  any  major  on-going  projects,  that  may  have  a further  impact  on 
the  environmental  issues,  until  a suitable  and  justifiable  inventory 
plan/project  of  the  cultural  and  natural  resources  impacted  by  the 
severe  natural  elements  can  be  amended,  developed  and  or  started  by 
those  agencies  responsible  for  management  of  the  so-called  Public  Lands. 

Damaged  U.S.  Forest  Service  lands  by  this  seasons  fire  activity(1996) 
total  1,135,573  acres,  land  that  should  be  inventoried,  which  means 
the  U.S.  Forest  Service  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue  clear-cutting 
or  any  other  logging  activity  until  a process  to  address  the  cultural 
and  natural  resources  is  put  into  place. 

Damaged  Bureau  of  Land  Management  lands  by  this  seasons  fire  activity(1996) 
total  2,165,398  acres,  lands  that  should  be  inventoried,  which  means  the 
BLM  should  not  be  allowed  to  authorize  future  projects  in  relation  to 
Mining,  Ranching,  Farming,  Land  Exchanges,  Recreation,  until  a process  to 


address  the  cultural  and  natural  resource  issues  is  put  into  place. 

Agency  Acres  of  Federal  Lands  Managed 

BLM  177,633,566 

USFS  166,442,728 

Total  Managed  Federal  Acres  = 344,076,294 

Agency  Federal  Land  Acres/Impacted  by  Fire(1996) 

BLM  2,165,398 

USFS  1,135,573 

Total  Acres  Burned  = 3,300,971 

To  date:  September  8,  1996 

Total  U.S.  lands  impacted  by  1996  Fire  Activity  = 5,822,036  Acres 
(To  include  National  Parks,  private  and  other) 

Another  form  of  this  notice  is  being  directed  to  other  concerned 
parties  in  full.  Please,  if  you  would  like  to  see  the  Cultural  and 
Natural  Resource  issue  addressed,  please  send  a letter  to: 

Ms.  3o  Ann  Chase,  Executive  Director 
National  Congress  of  American  Indians 
2010  Massachusetts  Ave.,  N.W.,  Second  Floor 
Washington,  D.C.  20036 

Ms.  Mary  Stuart  Irion,  Staff  Coordinator 
Keepers  Of  The  Treasures 
1785  Massachusetts  Ave.,  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 

Submitted  by: 

Larry  Kibby,  Program  Director 
WSHPS 

Elko  Indian  Colony 
1581  Pinenut  Circle 
Elko,  Nevada  89801 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra . net 

- "RE:  Flelp  Confront  Racism"  

Date:  Mon,  9 Sep  1996  23:57:03  -0700 
From:  thompson@mind.net  (Joseph  Thompson) 

Sub j : Help  Confront  Racism  in  Oklahoma  (Forward) 

UUCP  email 

Dear  Friends  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma, 

Once  again  we  are  called  to  support  our  Native  American  brothers  and 
sisters  as  they  confront  another  occurrence  of  blatant  racism,  this  time  in 
a small  town  newspaper  in  Geary,  Oklahoma.  The  following  is  a column  which 
was  written  and  published  in  "The  Geary  Star"  by  the  owner  of  the 
newspaper.  Following  that  are  two  responses  to  the  column  from  the  Arapaho 
community  in  Geary. 

As  our  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  friends  in  Geary  stand  up  to  face  this  bigotry, 
please  stand  with  them  by  signing  the  letter  at  the  end  of  this 
communication  and  e-mailing  it  as  per  the  accompanying  instructions.  Or 
even  better  still,  write  a letter  in  your  own  words.  Let  your  own  heart 
speak  loud  and  clear  to  these  racist  remarks. 


The  Geary  Star 


114  W.  Main 
Geary,  OK  73040 
A family  owned  newspaper 

Thursday,  August  29,  1996 

Ramblin'  On by  Fred  Bingham 

Here's  a thought... A friend  recently  returned  from  Taos,  N.  M.  where 

he  said  they  visited  the  reservations.  And  brought  this  thought  home  to 
help  our  economy. . .Said  he  had  noticed  driving  through  our  town  that  a 
number  of  local  Indian  men  and  occasionally  a woman  or  two  were  always 
sitting  under  the  shade  on  the  curb  at  the  historical  Ruth  House  on  North 
Broadway.  And  appearing  to  be  in  an  inebriated  state  thus  warding  off  any 
out-a-towners  from  stopping. .. But  what  he  learned  in  Taos  was  if  we  would 
dress  these  same  citizens  in  native  dress... even  when  a little  tipsy  would 
draw  more  attention  possibly  stopping  a little  traffic  and  visitors  to  the 
historic  site... Might  even  want  to  put  up  a teepee  or  sweat  lodge  for 
tourists .. .With  a charge  of  course... Not  a bad  idea... let  us  hear  yours. 


September  4,  1996 
Dear  Mr.  Bingham, 

Since  you  invited  public  comment  about  your  ideas  about  using  drunken 
Indians,  sweat  lodges  and  teepees  to  capture  tourist  dollars,  I sure  hope 
you  will  print  mine  verbatim. 

Perhaps  you  will  understand  how  ridiculous  and  insensitive  (that's  the 
polite  way  to  say  racist)  your  statement  were  if  I reply,  "Boy,  that's  a 
good  idea  and  let's  take  all  of  the  closet  drunks,  white  people  and  dress 
them  up  as  settlers  and  walk  them  up  and  down  the  street.  They  will  get 
some  exercise  and  the  tourists  will  get  to  see  a real  frontier  town.  Even 
further,  we  can  see  if  there  are  any  cancer  patients  in  town  who  have  lost 
their  hair  from  radiation  therapy  and  paint  an  "end  of  the  trail"  scene  on 
their  bald  pates  for  tourists  to  take  pictures  of.  It  might  sell  a lot  of 
film."  A ridiculous  and  uncaring  statement?  You  bet,  but  no  different  from 
yours.  Indian  drunks,  white  people  closet  drunks  and  cancer  patients  are 
all  sick  people  at  a point  in  their  lives  where  they  are  unable  to  heal 
themselves.  It  is  our  prayers  they  need;  not  our  thoughtless  comments. 

I don't  think  you  really  know  the  depth  of  the  insult  you  made  or  the  width 
of  your  ignorance  you  revealed  about  the  people  you  have  lived  with  in  this 
town  all  your  life.  As  a person  who  is  more  white  by  blood  and  culture  than 
Indian,  I am  ashamed  for  you. 

I don't  know  if  there  is  a charge  to  go  into  the  church  you  attend  or  not, 
but  I assure  you  that  any  tourist  or  anybody  else  who  wants  to  go  into  a 
prayer  lodge  (sweat  lodge)  only  has  to  show  up  and  go  in.  This  past  month 
supervisors  from  the  Oklahoma  WIC  Program  and  Vietnam  Veterans  from  the  V. 

A.  have  sweated  at  the  prayer  lodge  at  our  trailer,  so  apparently  some 
white  people  understand  and  value  the  purpose  of  an  Indian  prayer  lodge. 

About  the  teepee,  I can  only  say  that  it  is  symbolic  of  the  Native  American 
church  and  since  I know  nothing  of  that  ceremony,  hopefully  some  one  who 
does  will  choose  to  educate  you  on  it.  I do  know  that  your  suggestion  was 
offensive  to  me,  so  it  must  have  been  really  insulting  to  those  that  follow 
the  Native  American  church  way. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  of  Septemberl5th , my  husband  and  I will  celebrate  our 
wedding  anniversary  with  a prayer  lodge.  I,  for  one,  will  pray  for  you  and 
take  the  hard  feelings  I have  toward  you,  for  your  unthinking  and 
uninformed  words,  and  leave  them  in  that  lodge.  If  you,  any  Geary  resident 
or  tourist  want  to  participate  in  an  Arapaho  prayer  lodge  (sweat  lodge), 
the  lodge  at  our  trailer  on  the  corner  of  Winnview  and  Rock  Island  is  open 
to  anyone  who  comes.  You  might  enter  the  lodge  out  of  curiosity,  but  stay 
four  rounds  and  you  will  leave  a more  sensitive  and  sincere  person.  I feel 
assured  that  if  you  would  sit  in  one  sweat,  that  never  again  would  you 
think  of  a prayer  lodge  as  an  economic  development  project. 


That  is  all  I have  to  say. 


Dee  Harrison 
Geary,  Oklahoma 


--  The  following  is  a statement  by  an  Arapaho  elder  residing  in  Geary: 

Geary  is  approximately  10  miles  north  of  1-40  on  US  281  and  50  miles  west 
of  Oklahoma  City.  Old  66  has  a spur  running  through  Geary.  The  present 
population  is  less  than  1200  with  1/3  to  1/4  being  Native  American, 
primarily  Cheyenne-Arapaho. 

Historically,  Geary  is  central  to  the  Arapaho  land  allotments  with  the 
town  being  built  on  land  donated  by  a half  breed  Arapaho/Frenchman  named 
Geuerre.  His  descendants  still  live  here.  The  town  was  incorporated  in  1912 
and  many  of  the  non-Indians  are  descendants  of  people  that  made  up  the  land 
rush . 

Bingham's  attitude  is  typical  of  the  town  government  and  most  of  the 
merchants.  One  thing  that  is  very  irritating  is  that  one  of  the  "street 
drunks"  is  a survivor  of  the  Bataan  death  march  and  several  of  the  others 
are  war  veterans  who  fought  for  this  country  so  that  Mr.  Bingham  could  be 
on  the  U.S.  Government  payroll  as  a postal  worker. 

Geary  is  a dying  town  and  "The  Geary  Star"  cannot  survive  from  its  own 
income,  so  we  end  up  subsidizing  these  racist  comments  because  our  taxes 
pay  Mr.  Bingham's  salary.  INDIANS  DO  PAY  TAXES! 

Alton  L.  Harrison  Sr. 


HOW  CAN  YOU  HELP? 

Please  cut  and  paste  the  following  letter  of  petition  and  send  it  as  per 
the  instructions.  Or  even  better  still,  write  a letter  in  your  own  words. 
Let  your  own  heart  speak  loud  and  clear  to  these  racist  remarks. 
Begin  Cut  and  Paste 


Dear  Mr.  Bingham, 

The  racist  comments  in  your  "Ramblin'  On"  column  in  the  August  29,  1996 
edition  of  the  "Geary  Star"  are  an  insult  to  the  entire  Native  American 
community.  I find  the  depth  of  your  ignorance  shocking.  I urge  you  to 
print  a retraction  of  these  insensitive  remarks  and  offer  an  apology  to  the 
Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  population  of  Geary  and  to  the  entire  Native  American 
community  of  this  nation. 

Sincerely, 

(Place  your  name.  City,  and  State  here.) 

End  cut  and  Paste 

HOW  TO  REGISTER  YOUR  SUPPORT 

To  e-mail  this  letter  of  support,  please  follow  these  steps: 

1. )  Type  your  name,  city,  and  state  into  the  space  provided  in  the  above 

letter  of  support. 

2. )  "Copy"  and  "paste"  this  letter  of  support  into  your  e-mail  program  as  a 

"new  message"  (Please  copy  only  the  material  between  the  dotted  lines 
above.  ) 

3. )  Add  any  additional  words  of  support  or  leave  as  is. 

4. )  "Copy"  and  "paste"  in  the  subject  "Help  Confront  Racism  in  Oklahoma 

(Forward)" 

5. )  "Copy"  and  "paste"  in  the  e-mail  address  which  is: 

cheyarap@mind . net 

6. )  "Send"  the  message. 

7. )  "Forward"  a copy  of  this  entire  message  to  all  of  your  friends.  (Use 

the  "Forward"  function  in  your  e-mail  program.)  Be  sure  subject  heading 
reads,  "Help  Confront  Racism  in  Oklahoma  (Forward)" 


"RE : Support  for  Indian  Education"  

Date:  Tue,  10  Sep  1996  13:47:10  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  mmbace@image.mit.edu  (Matt  Bace) 

Sub  j : 

AMENDMENT  TO  BE  PROPOSED  TO  RESTORE  $56M  FOR  INDIAN  EDUCATION 
PLEASE  CALL  SENATORS  TO  GAIN  THEIR  SUPPORT 

PLEASE  DISTRIBUTE 

Senator  McCain  (R-AZ)  to  introduce  amendment  to  restore  $56  million 
for  Indian  Education  programs.  Please  contact  your  Senator 
immediately  to  gain  their  support  for  this  amendment  (to  be  introduced 
as  early  as  today) . 


Senator  John  McCain  (R-AZ)  has  informed  the  NIEA  that  he  plans  to 
introduce  an  amendment  on  the  Senate  floor  to  the  Interior 
Appropriations  bill,  H.R.  3662,  which  would  restore  $56  million  to 
Indian  Education  programs  in  the  Departments  of  Interior  and 
Education.  NIEA  has  worked  with  Senator  McCain's  office  during  the 
past  month  in  urging  his  support  for  increased  Indian  education 
funding.  NIEA  urges  all  interested  program  directors,  school 
administrators,  tribal  education  committees  and  others  to  contact 
their  Senators  as  soon  as  possible  as  well  as  members  of  the  Senate 
Appropriations  Committee  to  urge  their  support  of  this  much  needed 
amendment . 

Senator  McCain's  amendment  would  provide  $25  million  to  School 
Operations  and  $14  million  for  new  school  construction  in  the  BIA  and 
$17  million  for  the  Office  of  Indian  Education  (OIE)  in  the  Department 
of  Education.  The  $17  million  would  allow  OIE  to  resume  funding  of 
its  discretionary  programs  - $5  million  to  adult  education  and 
literacy  programs  and  $12  million  to  special  programs  for  Indian 
children.  These  programs  were  eliminated  in  the  deficit  reduction 
efforts  of  the  last  two  years.  The  adult  education  funds,  if 
restored,  would  allow  OIE  to  funding  at  least  30  Indian  adult 
education  programs  nationwide.  Many  of  these  programs  are  operated  at 
tribally  chartered  community  colleges.  The  $56  million  amendment 
would  bring  Interior  education  funding  levels  to  almost  near  the 
Administration's  request  for  these  programs. 

Once  again,  NIEA  urges  you  to  contact  your  Senators  as  well  as  other 
key  Senate  appropriators  as  soon  as  possible  urging  their  support  of 
the  McCain  Indian  Education  amendment.  Please  call  the  NIEA  office  at 
703-838-2870  if  you  have  any  questions.  Ask  for  Lorraine  Edmo, 
Executive  Director  or  lack  C.  lackson,  lr..  Legislative  Analyst. 

FYI : 

US  Senate  Committee  on  Appropriations 

202-224-3471 

202-228-0542  fax 


"RE : ipperwash  Inquiry"  

Date:  Fri,  26  lul  1996  15:51:00  +0000 
From:  don.rayment@uptowne.com  (Don  Rayment) 

Sub j : Ipperwash  Inquiry 

Mailing  List:  UpTowne  Online  Services  <uptowne@yak. nstn . ns . ca> 


Hello  All 

Last  August,  you  will  recall  that  an  O.P.P.  SWAT  team  assault  on  a group 
of  Native  protesters  at  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park,  resulted  in  the  death 
of  Dudley  George.  In  addition,  a teenage  boy  was  shot  in  the  back  and  had 
to  be  taken  to  hospital  by  civilians  since  one  was  not  called  by  police 
and  by-standers  were  prevented  by  the  police  from  calling  one  for  him. 

Accounts,  of  the  confrontation  from  a number  of  sources,  suggest  gross 
mis-conduct  on  the  part  of  the  O.P.P.  and  individuals  in  the  Premiers' 
office.  Some  of  the  allegations  I have  heard(some  confirmed). 

- Alcohol  was  consumed  by  members  of  the  SWAT  team  prior  to 
the  assault.  Some  40  bottles,  ranging  from  beer  to  hard 
liquor. 

- That  the  O.P.P.  had  been  instructed  directly  by  government 
officials  the  day  before  the  assault  to  "just  shoot  the 
fuckers" . 

- Now  we  know,  although  it  is  uncertain  when  the  O.P.P.  knew, 
the  protesters  had  no  firearms  in  their  possession. 

- So  far,  one  officer  has  been  charged  with  criminal  negligence 
causing  death. 

A few  days  ago,  I read  an  article  in  the  Kingston  Whig-Standard  by  lack 
Aubrey.  In  this  article,  the  author  suggests  that,  the  absence  of  public 
pressure  supporting  the  call  for  an  inquiry,  might  result  in  no  inquiry 
being  held  at  all. 

A recent  public  opinion  poll,  which  indicated  a drop  in  support  for 
"Native  causes"  was  cited,  as  something  of  an  explanation  for  the  reduced 
likelihood  of  an  inquiry  taking  place. 


From  the  beginning,  I have  had  considerable  difficulty  believing  that 
these  allegations  were  true.  My  first  impulse  was  to  believe  them  to  be 
exaggerations  by  people  who  already  had  their  own  axes  to  grind.  Those 
rumours,  which  surfaced,  immediately  after  the  shooting  seemed  just  a 
little  too  extreme  to  be  true.  I could  not  imagine  why  grown-ups  and 
professionals  could  ever  be  capable  of  behaviour  so  adolescent  and  utterly 
incompetent . 

The  original  accounts  have  since  been,  apparently,  corroborated  by  a 
wide  range  of  eye-witness,  institutional  and  media  reports. 

The  bottom  line  here  is,  it  looks  like  a full  public  inquiry  should  be 
undertaken.  I want  to  know  the  truth  and  I think  we  all  deserve  to  know 
the  truth.  For  all  the  sanctimonious  pronouncements  by  our  leaders  about 
the  need  to  take  responsibility  for  our  own  actions,  it  is  starting  to 
look  like  they  are  forsaking  their  own  convictions. 

I am  asking,  as  a member  of  this  discussion  group(i.e.  not  in  any 
official  capacity  with  Dialogue  Canada),  for  your  help  in  bringing 
pressure  to  bear  on  our  government,  to  hold  a full  public  inquiry  into  the 
killing  of  Dudley  George  and  the  wounding  of  that  young  man,  by  the  O.P.P. 
at  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park. 

This  is  my  first  message  on  this  subject.  I will  provide  specific 
information  on  the  names  and  telephone  numbers  of  people  to  call.  If 
anyone  has  any  comments  or  suggestions,  I appreciate  your  sending  them. 

You  can  submit  them  here,  or  to  me  privately (donr@uptowne . com) . 

Thank  You 
Don  Rayment 


Internet:  don.rayment@uptowne.com  (Don  Rayment) 

This  message  was  processed  by  NetXpress  from  Merlin  Systems  Inc. 


"RE : Western  Psychology  and  NA"  — 

Date:  Thu,  5 Sep  1996  10:54:42  -0500  (CDT) 
From:  mary  dog  soldier  <zzdogs@acc.wuacc.edu> 
Sub j : Western  Psychology  and  N Am 


Mailing  List: 


NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 


This  past  spring  (what  a memory!)  we  considered  by  what  standards  Native 
American  characters'  mental  health  could  be  assessed  (especially  in  N. 

Scott  Momaday's  The  Ancient  Child,  but  in  other  texts  as  well).  Some 
argued  that  a character  could  only  be  assessed  in  relation  to  the  nation's 
standards  from  which  the  character  came;  others  argued  that  western 
standards  should  be  applied  to  all  characters  who  reside  in  the  US 
boundaries- -regardless  of  native  nation  of  origin.  (After  all,  don't  they 
choose  to  reside  here?) 

This  summer  I came  across  an  article  by  Dohathan  Kozol,  "Distancing  the 
Homeless."  Kozol  is  critical  of  the  easy  application  of  western 
psychological  terms.  He  claims  such  terms  are  often  purposefully  misused 
to  distort  the  situation:  "Terming  economic  victims  'psychotic'  or 
'disordered'  helps  to  place  them  at  a distance."  We  do  not  need  to  deal 
with  our  responsibility  for  the  situation:  "The  reports  do  not  tell  us  we 
have  Made  these  people  ill.  They  do  not  tell  us  that  illness  is  a natural 
response  to  intolerable  conditions." 

Kozol  gives  real  life  examples.  (Now  This  Is  Realism.)  One  woman  was 
evicted  and  when  she  refused  to  leave  she  was  labeled  as  "angry," 

"fixated,"  and  "paranoid."  In  New  York  City,  many  people  were  evicted 
at  1:30  a.m.  from  a subway  ramp  in  freezing  temperatures.  Once  evicted, 
city  officials  "determined  that  their  willingness  to  risk  exposure  to  cold 
weather  could  be  taken  as  further  evidence  of  mental  illness."  Homeless 
women  at  the  Amtrak  station  were  denied  the  use  of  restroom  facilities, 
and  then  labeled  mentally  ill  for  urinating  on  the  floor.  Kozol 's 
examples  continue. 

It  is  my  own  experience  that  this  same  thing  occurs  in  prison,  and 
doubtless  in  many  situations:  The  situation  is  set-up  to  create  the 
symptoms  or  conditions  of  mental  illness,  and  then  the  person  is  written 
up.  So  why  judge  Native  American  characters  by  western  standards  when 
flagrant  misuse  of  these  standards  to  corner  and  debilitate  people 
(especially  ethnic  people  and  the  poor)  have  become  too  commonplace? 

Mary  Battaglia-Dog  Soldier 

"RE : Wendake  Election  Results"  

Date:  Thu,  05  Sep  1996  01:51:49  -0400 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi.net> 

Sub j : HURON  NEWSLETTER  September  5,  1996  WENDAKE  ELECTION  RESULTS 
UUCP  email 
Khwe  akwataru. 

The  following  people  have  been  elected  to  the  band  council  at  Wendake. 

lean  Picard  Head  chief 
Michel  Gros-Louis  N 
Roger  Picard 
Maurice  Picard 
Richard  Sioui 
Marc  Savard 

All  the  second  chiefs  of  the  lean  Picard  party  got  elected.  Rene 
Duchesneau  and  his  party  lost.  This  election  result  shows  that  people  were 
disappointed  this  party.  Dean  Picard  and  his  party  won  with  a large 
majority.  He  said  that  he  is  against  any  municipalization  of  our  reserve 
and  that  he  will  work  to  affirm  our  rights  with  the  Government. 

Time  will  tell  if  he  stands  behind  his  words. 

Tarehtadeh 
Wendake,  Quebec 


RE:  Taino  Arts  & Crafts  Workshops 


Date:  Mon,  09  Sep  1996  19:04:28  -0700 

From:  Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres  <torresp(3algorithms . com> 
Sub j : Taino  Arts  & Crafts  Workshops 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

Tau  Natiao, 

OCAMA  YUKAYEKE  TAINO! 


ATENCION  PUEBLO  TAINO! 


ATTENTION  TAINO  PEOPLE! 


We  are  now  working  on  setting  up  Taino  Arts  & Crafts  class 
down  in  Southern  New  Dersey.  The  Taino  work  shops  will  cover  all  Taino 
traditional  crafts  examples  are  bead  work.  Wood  work.  Ceramics,  basket 
Weaving.  The  Crafts  will  emulate  all  our  known  traditional  Datibonico 
style  of  crafts.  Please  do  let  us  know  if  you  are  interested  in  taking 
our  class's  in  Taino  crafts.  We  are  now  Organizing  the  Taino  Workshops 
and  are  requesting  that  anyone  who  already  has  the  artistic  skills  in 
traditional  Native  American  crafts,  to  please  contact  our  Inter-Tribal 
Council  office  in  New  lersey.  We  do  no  doubt  need  volunteers  to  serve 
as  Native  Art  Teachers. 

Respectfully  yours 

Cacike  Ciba  Guanikeu 

President  & Tribal  Council  Chief 

The  Taino  Inter-Tribal  Council  Inc  http://www.hartford-hwp.com/taino/ 

N1  latibonuco  Tribe  http://www.hartford-hwp.com/taino/jatibonuco.html 
Taino  Nation  Forum,  http://www.hartford-hwp.com/taino/docs/list.html 
TAINO  COUNCIL  OFFICE  Tel:  609-825-7776  FAX  & TAINO  BBS:  609-825-7922 
We  Are  Still  Flere!  Taino  Indigenous  Nation  of  the  Caribbean  & Florida 

- "RE:  A Small  Victory"  

Date:  Thu,  05  Sep  1996  07:04:09  -0400 

From:  "David  B.  Bowden"  <dbbowden@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : A small  victory 

I was  in  the  local  mall  yesterday  wandering  around.  I walked  into  the  Omn 
shop.  This  store  sells  a variety  of  ecology  earth  related  items,  books, 
rocks, music  tapes,  the  usual  stuff. 

I browsed  my  way  to  the  music  section  and  what  did  I see?  A collection  of 
New  age  cd's  with  Native  American  symbolisms  on  the  cover.  Portraits  of 
various  native  traditionals  were  on  the  front.  No  native  musicians  or 
production  credited  on  this  one.  Dust  a couple  of  white  guys. 

I thought  hummm. . . 

Another  "educational  opportunity"  maybe? 

I picked  one  up  and  walked  over  to  the  person  behind  the  register. 

Who  just  happened  to  be  the  manager. 

I said:  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  in  the  Native  American  community 

A problem  with  the  using  of  their  symbols  and  images  on  things  that 
are  not  native  controlled? 

I handed  the  cd  to  him  and  he  started  examining  it. 

Fie  said:  "American  Dreams"  (the  name  of  the  cd)  and  started  studying 
the  description  of  the  cd  on  the  back. 

I said:  "I  have  been  reading  on  this  subject  and  it  really  is  a problem 
to  some  native  people" . 

Fie  said:  "I  see  what  you  mean"  or  something  to  that  effect. 

I said:"  I will  put  it  back  for  you  if  you  want  me  to". 

Fie  said:"  No  I'll  keep  this  " and  resumed  looking  at  the  cd. 

Dave  Flenry  said  in  the  prologue  to  his  book  Stealing  From  Indians 
" There  are  those  that  mean  well  and  those  that  do  well" 


The  difference  is  vast." 

I thought  about  that  one,  and  from  that  point  on  decided  to  try  and  do  well. 
In  my  own  small  way. 

David 


"RE : Update:  Seed  Bank"  

Date:  7 Sep  1996  15:25:28  GMT 

From:  jwinter@indus.unm.edu  (joseph  c winter) 

Sub j : UPDATE  - Seed  Bank 

Newsgroup : soc . culture . native, alt . native 

Another  reminder  about  the  availability  of  traditional  tobacco  seeds  and 
leaves  through  our  program  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico.  Lately  we 
have  started  to  give  away  a lot  of  traditional  leaf  to  pow  wows,  special 
ceremonies  (e.g.,  a Paiute  Pine  Nut  Blessing),  and  native  inmates,  but  we 
are  still  offering  seeds  and  leaves  to  any  Native  American  requesting 
them,  at  no  cost,  as  long  as  the  person  agrees  to  use  the  tobacco  only 
for  traditional  purposes  (and  not  for  recreational  smoking).  It  is  part 
of  our  tobacco  education  program,  which  seeks  to  reduce  the  use  of 
commercial  tobacco  by  native  youth  and  affirm  the  value  of  traditional 
tobacco. 

So,  if  you  would  like  some,  send  me  an  email,  call  us,  or  write. 

Thank  you. 

Doe  Winter  and  Lawrence  Shorty 

Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco  Seed  Bank 

University  of  New  Mexico 

1717  Lomas  Blvd  NE 

Albuquerque,  NM  87131 

505-277-5853 

jwinter@unm.edu 

http: //www. treaty7. org/f riends/tnat/tnat . htm 

"RE ; OYATE  Needs  Help"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Sep  1996  08:27:23  -0700 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (lohn  Berry) 

Sub j : OYATE  --  evaluates  Native  kidbooks  --  needs  help 

UUCP  email 

Forward  Header  

Subject:  OYATE  --  evaluates  Native  kidbooks  --  needs  help 
Author:  Paula  Giese  <pgiese@gold .tc . umn . edu>  at  SMTP 
Date:  9/4/96  2:52  PM 

Those  who  participate  in  other  lists  or  newsgroups,  please  post.  Oyate 
asked  me  to  forward  this  request  for  help,  since  they  don't  have  an 
Internet  account  or  even  a modem. 

Oyate  is  a group  of  Native  writers.  Elders,  artists,  educators,  and 
intellectuals  who  have  been  evaluating  children's  literature  (preschool- 
grade  12)  since  the  mid  1980's.  They  also  maintain  a library  of  "good" 
and  "bad"  example-books  in  Berkley,  where  they  provide  book  tours 
for  teachers  and  librarians.  They  provide  in-service  training  on  how  to 
select  and  teach  Native  literature  for  kids  with  materials  that  are 
culturally  accurate  and  well  done.  They  maintain  a catalog/mail  sales 
office  for  recommended  Native  books  that  are  hard  to  find.  This  past 
year,  they  also  published  several  short  children's  books  by  California 
Native  writers,  as  well  as  several  instructional  packets.  Oyate' s 
best-known  activity  is  the  full-length  book  "Through  Indian  Eyes:  The 
Native  American  Experience  in  Books  for  Children"  (New  Society 
Publishers).  The  current  (3rd)  edition  is  1992,  and  they  are  working  on  a 


new  edition.  Oven  the  years,  Oyate  has  donated  around  $30,000  worth  of 
Indian  books  to  Native  schools  and  groups,  in  addition  to  maintaining  its 
teaching  library. 

Oyate  needs:  (1)  Money,  of  course.  For  any  prospective  larger  donors,  a 
mission  description  and  financial  statement  are  available.  Proposals  can 
be  prepared  for  funding  circumscribed  to  donor  interest  areas,  if  parts 
of  Oyate' s general  mission  fit  donor  criteria. 

(2)  An  Internet  account,  perhaps  through  Indian  studies  in  a Berkeley  area 
college  or  university  (they  would  need  a 14.4+  kbaud  modem  and  some  help 
getting  set  up,  too).  Such  an  account  would  be  very  useful  since  reviewers 
could  send  in  emailed  reviews  without  the  hassles  of  compatibility  caused 

by  Oyate's  very  old  (Mac)  computers,  and  new  reviews  wouldn't  have  to  be 
retyped . 

(3)  Oyate  really  needs  a decent  small  power  Mac  and  a laser  printer.  This 
would  seem  a worthy  recipient,  with  a long  track  record  of  worthwhile 
efforts,  for  someone  like  Apple  to  support  by  such  a donation.  They 
presently  have  an  old  SE  II  with  2 megs  of  RAM,  and  the  old-fashioned 
floppy  drive,  and  a low-end  ink-jet.  The  computer  will  not  run  most 
modern  software. 

(4)  Contact  with  Native  curriculum  and  writing  (for  kids)  projects.  Oyate 
would  like  to  include  more  of  these  in  the  teaching  library,  and  (if 
available  to  the  general  public)  perhaps  carry  them  in  their  catalog  or 
review  them  in  the  forthcoming  book. 

(5)  Custer  cartoons  (a  continuing  project  for  a small  book  of  them). 

Indian  artists  --  want  to  try  a Custer  cartoon?  (They  have  lots  of  funny 
ideas,  if  you  got  the  drawing  talent...) 

Oyate's  1996  catalog  describes  many  good  K-12  children's  books,  and  is 
available  from  them  for  $3  with  some  updates  of  books  added  since.  It's 
cross-reference  indexed  by  author,  title,  and  tribe.  Every  school  should 
have  several.  Oyate  is  also  available  to  provide  in-service  instruction 
for  teachers  on  Native  American  children's  literature.  Those  involved 
with  multicultural  education  should  have  Oyate's  1993  book  of  essays 
and  children's  book  reviews. 

Contact  them  at: 

Oyate 

2702  Mathews  St 
Berkeley,  CA  94702 

(510)848-6700 

"RE : Hoopa  Tribe  lobs"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Sep  1996  13:04:38  -0700 
From:  berryj@Okway.Okstate. edu  (3ohn  Berry) 

Sub j : Hoopa  Tribe  Hobs(FWD) 

UUCP  email 

Forward  Header  

Subject:  Hoopa  Tribe  lobs 

Author:  ALAN  MOOMAW  <MOOMAW. ALAN@epamail . epa . gov>  at  SMTP 
Date:  9/4/96  6:57  PM 

Forwarded  announcement: 

From:  EcoNet  Environmental  Justice  Desk  <ejdesk@igc.apc.org> 

Subject:  4 lob  Openings  in  Northern  California  (fwd) 

The  Hoopa  Valley  Tribe  is  currently  advertising  for  4 positions.  Hoopa  is 
a 6 hour  car  drive  north  of  San  Francisco  or  1 hour  from  Arcata/Eureka . 

The  Hoopa  Tribe  harvests  10-14  million  board  feet  of  timber  yearly.  The 
following  positions  are  available: 


ATTORNEY,  Salary  Neg.;  Experience  in  Indian  Law,  Federal  Court  Litigation; 
Environmental  Law;  Submit  resume  and  writing  sample:  Office  of  Tribal 


Attorney,  P.0.  Box  188,  Hoopa,  CA  95546.  [Ref.  Internet,  ECOLECO,  IMFELD] 
Phone:  916/625-4211  ext.  130,  Fax  916/625-4847.  Open  until  filled. 


NATURAL  RESOURCE  ECONOMIC  PLANNER/IRMP  COORDINATOR,  F/T  + 

Ben.  $25-35K;  BA/BS  degree  in  public  administration,  economics, 
business  administration,  natural  resource  management  or  related  field; 
Computer  experience.  Deadline  9/6/96. 

SILVICULTURIST,  F/T  + Ben.  Salary  Neg.  BS  in  forestry  + 5 yrs 
experience  as 

Silviculturist,  3 yrs  supervisory  experience;  valid  drivers  license. 

Deadline 

9/4/96. 

ASSISTANT  SILVICULTURIST,  F/T  + Ben.  $27-33K,  AA  degree  or  2 yrs. 
college;  courses  with  resource  management  emphasis  and  2 yrs. 
prescription  writing,  or  combination  experience,  education  and  2 yrs. 
prescription  writing.  Valid  drivers  license.  Deadline  9/4/96. 

Complete  job  description  contact  the  Personnel  Department,  Floopa  Valley 
Tribal  Council,  P.0.  Box  218,  Hoopa,  CA  95546  [Ref.  Internet,  ECOLECO, 
IMFELD].  Phone:  916/625-4211,  ext.  108  or  144.  Fax  916/625-4269. 

Indian 

Preference,  Drug  Policy  applies. 

Please  forward,  copy  and  distribute  this  posting  freely. 

"RE : Pequot  Internship"  

Date:  Sat,  7 Sep  1996  20:19:26  -0600 

From:  Nicole  Wellman  <nwellman@leland . Stanford . edu> 

Sub j : Internship  (Do  not  reply  to  the  above  address) 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

*********=fc******pUBLIC  POLICY  INTERNSHIP  OPPORTUNITY**************** 

with  the 

MASHANTUCKET  PEQUOT  TRIBAL  NATION 

The  Mashantucket  Pequot  Tribal  Nation  would  like  to  invite  highly  motivated 
and  qualified  graduate  and  undergraduate  students  to  apply  for  our  Public 
Policy  Internship  Program.  The  program  gives  students  a comprehensive 
introduction  to  Native  American  policy  issues.  Selected  students  are 
involved  with  many  facets  of  representing  the  Pequot 's  interests  before 
Congress  as  well  as  the  interests  of  Native  Americans  and  Alaskan  Natives  as 
a whole.  Interns  aid  with  congressional  voter  analysis,  tribal  political 
action  forums,  political  fundraising,  issues  tracking  and  communication,  and 
legislative  analysis.  The  internship  program  is  based  at  the  Pequot' s 
Washington,  DC  office,  providing  interns  access  to  meetings  with  other 
Indian  lobbyists,  congressional  hearings,  and  many  other  government 
officials  and  institutions.  The  internship  program  has  twelve  week  terms 
year-round.  The  deadlines  for  application  are  as  follows:  December  1 - 
Winter  term,  March  1 - Spring  term.  May  1 - Summer  term,  and  August  1 - Fall 
term.  Compensation  for  the  internship  is  a $500  weekly  salary  (tax 
deductible).  Inquiries  and  requests  for  applications  can  be  e-mailed  to: 

c . mcneil@worldnet . att . net 

or  sent  to: 


Mashantucket  Pequot  Tribal  Nation 
Attn:  Internship  Information 
1299  Pennsylvania  Ave.  NW 
Suite  1250 

Washington,  DC  20004. 

Please  address  correspondence  to  Chris  McNeil,  lr.,  Washington 


Representative  & Counsel.  Thank  you  for  your  interest,  and  we  look  forward 
to  your  application. 


"RE : Drawings  by  Children"  

Date:  Sat,  07  Sep  1996  04:56:54  +0200 
From:  Iwo  Gajda  <iwog@notam.uio.no> 

Sub  j : Present  drawings  by  children  from  your  cultures 

Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 

Hello  Parents,  Teachers  and  Children  ! 

I'd  like  to  invite  you  to  the  recently  created  internet  resource  called 
"The  Children's  Art  Gallery"  at:  http://redfrog.norconnect.no/~cag/ 

The  gallery  presents  works  of  art  by  children  from  various 
cultures  and  age  groups.  Works  presented  in  the  gallery  come 
from  such  countries/cultures  as:  China,  Croatia,  Czech  Republic, 

Hong  Kong,  Norway,  Poland,  Scotland,  South  Africa,  USA  and  Western 
Sahara . 

...  and  are  created  by  children  from  3 to  14  years  old. 

The  gallery  is  designed  to  facilitate  sharing  of  drawings  made 
by  children  among  all  of  us  on  the  internet. 

Visitors  can  not  only  view  the  drawings  that  are  already 
presented  in  the  gallery  but  also  present  their  own  drawings. 

If  you  have  your  drawing(s)  in  "gif"  or  "jpeg"  format  then 
you  can  transfer  it  to  the  gallery  directly  from  your 
web  browser  ...  transferred  drawings  are  visible  immediately. 

Information  on  how  to  do  it  and  where  to  get  help  when 
your  drawing  requires  scanning  is  available  on  the  site. 

The  collection  can  be  viewed  in  user  selectable  exhibitions 
(by  child's  name,  age,  country,  year,  teacher,  school,  project) 
or  within  pre  selected  exhibitions  dedicated  to  a child,  school, 
pupils  of  a teacher  . . . 

Children,  teachers,  schools  . . . that  present  more  then  5-10 
drawings  are  invited  to  present  themselves  within  their  own 
dedicated  exhibitions. 

I invite  you  to  use  and  enjoy  the  new  facility.  If  you  know 
about  others  who  might  be  interested  in  the  project  then 
please,  forward  this  invitation  to  them,  too. 


Iwo  Gajda 

Kantarellen  Terr.  37 

1286  Oslo 

NORWAY 

Phone:  +47  22618804 


Internet  mail:  <iwog@notam.uio.no> 

<iwog@redf  rog . nor  connect . no> 


WWW -pages : http://notam.uio.no/~iwog/ 

http : //redf rog . nor connect . no/ 


"RE;  Poem:  My  Ancestors"  

Date:  Thu,  05  Sep  1996  15:44:20  -0400 

From:  "David  B.  Bowden"  <dbbowden@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : My  Ancestors 

UUCP  email 

I hear  my  ancestors  calling  softly  by  the  wind  blowing 
through  the  trees. 

David  are  you  there? 

David  can  you  hear? 

I hear  my  ancestors  calling  softly  through  the  bubbling 
stream. 

David  cant  you  see  us? 


We  know  that  you  are  there. 

I hear  my  ancestors  calling  softly  by  the  eagle  soaring  through 
the  sky. 

David  we  knew  that  it  was  only 
a matter  of  good  time. 

The  mysteries  of  life  are  many. 

The  way  of  the  Creator  is  profound. 

The  joy  that  we  bring  to  each  other. 

A very  beautifully  sound. 

Full  of  the  happiness  of  the  people 
The  ones  that  we  hold  so  dear. 

The  faces  of  our  loved  ones, 
full  of  hope  and  smiling  cheer. 

I hear  my  ancestors  calling  softly  in  joyous  harmonies 
David  we  knew  you  find  us. 
the  way  is  finally  clear. 

I met  with  Firehair  today. 

She  asked  me  my  family  names 
Where  my  people  were  from. 

On  my  mothers  side  I am  Native  I find. 

I wrote  this  to  express  my  feelings  of  finding 
out  that  the  things  that  I felt  were  true. 

The  feelings  of  finally  knowing. 

The  joy  in  my  heart. 

David 


"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/09/04  23:28 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  September  15-21 

KEPAKEMAPA 

(September) 

(Mahoe  Hope) 

15 

See  the  dance  of  the  rain  upon  the  leaves;  hear  the  laughter  of  the  waves 
upon  the  shore. 

16 

Be  like  the  mountain  stream  --  if  something  blocks  your  path,  flow  around  it 

17 

In  this  world,  there  is  time  enough  for  all  things. 

18 

The  road  I walk  is  always  unfolding  before  me;  what  lies  around  the  next 
bend  is  a new  adventure. 

19 

The  dolphins  leap  and  play  upon  the  waves  at  morning;  they  are  the  eternal 
children  of  the  sea. 

20 

The  world  seen  from  the  eye  of  aeko,  the  eagle,  is  a vast  and  wondrous  place 

21 

Our  hopes  and  dreams  inter-weave  in  the  intricate  patterns  of  love,  aloha. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 


Date:  Thu,  12  September  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Fri,  6 Sep  1996  17:59:13  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Myra  Alexander  <alex@osuunx.ucc.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : AISES  Regional 


ANNOUNCING 

American  Indian  Science  and  Engineering  Society 
Region  IV  Conference* 

Oklahoma  State  University 
Stillwater,  Oklahoma 
October  4-6,  1966 

Events  begin  with  a 6:00  PM  dinner  and 
ends  on  Noon,  Sunday 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION:  Call  AISES  at  405-744-6264,  or 
Native  Americans  in  Biological  Science  at 
405-744-7008 

*AISES  Region  IV  is  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Kansas,  Nebraska, 
Arkansas,  Missouri 


Date:  Thu,  5 Sep  1996  15:09:35  -0700 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : Conference  Announcement 

SHARING  THE  VISION 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  SURVIVAL  IN  THE  AGE  OF  HIV/AIDS 
Portland,  Oregon 
September  23-27,  1996 

Monday,  Sept.  23  - Friday,  Sept.  27 
Monday  - Thurs.  9:00AM  - 5:00pm  each  day 
Friday  8:30AM  - 12  Noon 

Red  Lion  Hotel  Columbia  River 
1401  North  Hayden  Island  Drive 
Portland,  OR  97217 
(503)283-2111  phone 
(503)283-4718  fax 

Ms.  Andrea  Green  Rush 
Tech.  Assist.  Coordinator 

National  Native  American  AIDS  Prevention  Center 
2100  Lake  Shore  Dr.,  Suite  A 
Oakland,  CA  94606 
(510)444-2051  phone 
(510)444-1593  fax 
E-Mail:  Andreagr@aol . com 


MEETING  DATES 
AND  TIMES: 

MEETING  LOCATION: 

CONTACT  INFO: 


Maybe  see  you  there?  John  Berry 


Date:  4 Sep  1996  12:09:58  -0400 
From:  rbeaul5961@aol.com  (RBeaul5961) 

Sub j : POW  WOW  UPSTATE  NY  - 9/14-15/96 

5th  ANNUAL  KEEPERS  OF  THE  CIRCLE 
Schenectady  County  Airport,  Glenville  NY 
Gates  Open  10  - Dusk 
Grand  Entry  12  Noon  each  day 

Host  Drum:  Mazipskwik/Abenaki,  Other  guest  drums  invited 
Storytelling  by  Joseph  Bruchac,  Author/Storyteller 
Crafts -Art -Food -Wildlife -Pony  Rides 


Native  American  Traders  Only 
Bring  your  own  chair/blanket 

For  more  info:  (518)489-0758 


Northeaster  and  Southeastern  Powwow  dancers,  singers,  drums, 
traders  and  spectators... 

Flow'd  you  like  to  see  8 pages  of  powwow  listings  along  the  eastern 
coast  that  look  like  this: 

September  18-19-20-21-22/96 
MASHANTUCKET,  CT 
(Mashantucket  Pequot  Res) 

The  Mashatucket  Pequot  Tribe  Presents  Schemitzun  96.  Fifth  Annual 
Feast  of  Green  Corn  and  Dance.  Call  at  1-800-PLAYBIG,  and  ask  for 
"Schemitzun  Festival."  (The  people  in  this  cultural  office  remind  me 
of  the  Keystone  Cops.)  There  is  big  prize  money  here  and  tons  of 
dancers  and  traders.  The  biggest  quality  event  in  the  East.  Go! 

You  don't  need  to  know  the  names  and  players.  Dust  enjoy.  Don't 
bother  with  the  cultural  office.  Confirmed. 

Wayne  Reels  1-203-885-1441.  1-203-536-2681,  1-800-445-7811,  and 

1-800-224-CORN.  Traders  send  resume  and  proof  of  tribal  affiliation 
to  Schemitzun  Committee,  P.0.  Box  3161,  Mashantucket,  CT  06339-3161 
for  general  details. 

That's  typical  _Spike_.  Dimmy  Boy  Dial  gives  you  full  powwow  info 
for  your  region,  along  with  his  unmistakable  style.  For  four  years, 
I've  frequently  posted  partial  Spike  listings  --  it's  one  way  you've 
been  getting  information  about  powwows  in  your  area.  But  now, 

Dimmy  Boy  needs  subscribers  to  stay  in  business.  If  you've  enjoyed 
having  access  to  the  Spike's  info  and  would  like  to  keep  on  getting 
information  about  great  powwows  to  see  and  not-so-great  ones  to 
avoid  in  your  area  --  subscribe  now! 

Subscriptions  are  $36  for  US  subscribers  or  $38  U.S.  Postal  Funds 
Money  Order  in  Canada  for  1 year  (12  issues) . Send  to  The  Spike, 

P.0.  Box  368  Miltown,  ND  08850 

[Editorial  Comment:  We  strongly  support  subscriptions  to  the  _Spike_. 

Dimmy  Boy  is  a friend  of  the  traditional  powwow 
dancer,  singer,  and  vendor;  and  needs  you  to 
support  him  with  your  subscription.] 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Leonard  Peltier  defense  Committee,  Stephen  La  Boueff,  David  B.  Bowden, 
Larry  Kibby,  Dusty  Tenetke,  Doseph  Thompson,  Paula  Giese  via  Dohn  Berry, 
Alan  Moomaw  via  Dohn  Berry,  Doseph  C.  Winter,  Don  Rayment,  Debra  Sanders, 
Danet  Smith,  Mary  Battaglia-Dog  Soldier,  Nicole  Wellman  via  AISES, 

Scott  R.  Ladd,  Larry  Kibby,  Cacike  Ciba  Guanikeu,  Iwo  Gajda, 

Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr.  via  Feather  Eaglerock,  Doanna  Soto  Aviles 
Wesley  Laughing  at  Me(Press  Release),  Dwight  A.  Corrin,\ 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 


Date:  Thu,  5 September  96  08:00  -0500 


From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Mon,  9 Sep  1996  10:54:53  -0400 
From:  mnation@axess.com 

Sub j : Honoring  The  Late  Tadadaho  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  (28  Sept.) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

TRIBUTE  DINNER 
Honoring  the  Late 
TADADAHO 

of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy 
Chief  Leon  Shenandoah,  Sr. 
to  be  held  on  Native  American  Day 
Saturday,  September  28,  1996 
6PM-11PM 

The  NEW  lamesville  Grove 

Route  91  Damesville-Pompey  Road,  lamesville.  New  York 

While  Leon  is  no  longer  with  us,  his  legacy  is.  This  evening  will  honor  the 
life  of  Tadadaho  Leon  Shenandoah,  Sr.  and  his  long  years  of  service  to  his 
people  and  the  Confederacy.  The  dinner  coincides  with  the  new  state  holiday. 
Native  American  Day,  which  Governor  George  Pataki  signed  into  law  in  memory 
of  the  late  Tadadaho,  Onondaga  Chief  Leon  Shenandoah.  The  tribute  dinner 
will  also  raise  $50,000  to  build  a new  house  for  Leon's  wife  on  the  Onondaga 
Nation  Territory.  The  Shenandoah's  current  house  is  scheduled  to  be  torn 
down  to  provide  parking  for  the  Onondaga  Nation  School.  One  of  Leon's  last 
wishes  was  that  we  complete  a home  for  Thelma  on  their  Hemlock  Road 
property,  where  she  can  spend  her  remaining  years.  Your  encouragement  and 
gifts  of  support  are  much  appreciated.  Everyone  is  welcome.  The  program 
includes:  drums  and  singers,  opening  prayers,  social  dance,  keynote  speaker, 
dinner,  dancing,  and  personal  reminiscences  of  Leon. 

Tribute  Dinner  Tickets 

Individual:  $25.00  per  ticket 

Sponsored  tables:  $200  (8  persons  per  table) 

Gifts  & Contributions:  All  amounts  will  be  gratefully  put  to  work! 

For  more  information  call  315/469-6243 

Please  send  checks  or  U.S.  money  orders  and  reservations  for  the  dinner  by 
September  20,  1996,  to:  Housing  Fund  for  Thelma  Shenandoah,  P.O.  Box  56, 
Nedrow,  New  York  13120 


From:  rbeaul5961@aol.com  (RBeaul5961) 

Sub j : IROQUOIS  ART  FESTIVAL  9/7-8/96 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

CHRIS30HN ' S 10TH  ANNUAL-  SEPT.  7-8-,  1996 
DUTCHESS  COUNTY  FAIRGROUNDS,  RTE  9 RHINEBECK  NY 
ADMISSION:  ADULTS  $6/CHILDREN  & SR  $4/CHILD.  UNDER  5 FREE 
OPEN  10  AM  - 6 PM  SATURDAY  & SUNDAY  RAIN  OR  SHINE. 

FEATURING:  Iroquois  Social  Dancing,  Intertribal  Dancing,  Native  American 
Songs,  Story  Telling,  Birds  of  Prey,  Historian  Harold  Dellinger, 
Singer/Song  Writer:  Tom  Obomsawin,  MC:  Bob  White  Eagle,  Host  drum:  Rocky 
Park  Singers. 

For  further  info:  call  (914)758-6526  or  (518)622-3324 
"RE : Another  Leech  Lake  Lawsuit"  


Date:  Sun,  8 Sep  1996  17:50:16  -0500 


From:  eaglerok@nonthernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 
Sub  j : Another  Lawsuit  filed  against  LL  Chairman 


Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NEWS  RELEASE:  NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH 
AND  RESOURCE  CENTER 

Leech  Lake  Chairman  Eli  Hunt  is  being  sued  for  the  second  time  in  his  two 
months  in  office. 

Twin  Cities  law  firm  Jacobson,  Buffalo,  Schoessler  & Magnuson,  Ltd. 
receives  $60,000  annual  retainer  and  fees  of  $140  hour,  paid  with  tribal 
funds  to  represent  the  entire  tribal  council.  Steve  Thorne  and  James 
Schoessler  are  currently  representing  four  tribal  council  members 
(including  two  convicted  felons)  against  the  duly  elected  tribal  chairman 
in  a suit  seeking  state  court  intervention  to  enforce  a Minnesota  Chippewa 
Tribal  Court  order. 

James  Schoessler  also  serves  as  general  council  to  the  Minnesota  Chippewa 
Tribe,  and  as  a former  Minnesota  assistant  attorney  general  he  represented 
the  state  in  court  against  the  Tribe  and  individual  reservations.  Chairman 
Hunt  maintains  that  this  a clear  conflict  of  interest. 

On  July  19,  Chairman  Hunt  notified  the  law  firm  that  their  contract  with 
Leech  Lake  would  be  suspended.  He  then  filed  a complaint  with  the  Lawyers 
Professional  Responsibility  Board. 

In  Hunt's  ethics  complaint,  filed  prior  to  the  current  suit  in  state  court, 
he  accuses  the  firm  of  violating  the  terms  of  contract  by  billing  the 
reservation  for  legal  advice  and  services  to  individual  RBC  members,  and  for 
advice  given  during  illegally  convened  Business  Committee  meetings. 

Citing  professional  codes  for  attorneys.  Hunt  argued  that  ; 

"Nowhere  in  Rule  1,13  does  it  allow  for  the  possibility  of  having  an 
attorney  who  previously  represented  an  organization  (the  RBC)  suing  one  of 
his  own  clients.  The  clear  meaning  of  the  Rule  suggests  that  an  attorney 
for  the  RBC  cannot  take  sides  in  an  internal  dispute  between  leaders  of  an 
organization . 

The  complaint  filed  against  Chairman  Hunt  by  Schoessler  and  Thorne  in  Cass 
County  court: 

"Defendant  Eli  0,  Hunt  is  directing,  aiding  and  abetting  a trespass  on  the 
premises  of  the  Leech  Lake  Band  of  Chippewa  Indians  and  has  prevented,  by 
order  and  buy  the  physical  effort  of  individuals  under  his  control,  the 
RBT/RTC  from  removing  the  trespassers. 

The  litigation  also  threatens  force  if  there  is  no  state  intervention:  "It 
increases  the  likelihood  of  violence  and  physical  confrontation  on  the 
Leech  Lake  Reservation  by  forcing  the  duly-elected  government  to  consider 
using  self-help  to  remove  the  trespassers  from  its  premises..." 

The  "trespassers"  referred  to  in  the  complaint  are  enrolled  members  of  the 
Leech  Lake  Reservation.  They  include  the  administrative  staff  that  was 
appointed  by  Chairman  Hunt.  And  the  duly-elected  members  of  the  General 
Council . 

The  suit  against  Hunt  asks  the  court  to  review  internal  political  and 
constitutional  questions  --  which  the  state  has  no  jurisdiction  to  even 
consider  --  and  to  actively  side  with  the  four  conspiratorial  RBC  members 
against  the  reservation ' s highest  elected  official. 

On  July  19  the  council  met  in  secret  and  drafted  a resolution  claiming  to 
grant  original  jurisdiction  to  an  appeals  court  of  the  Minnesota  Chippewa 
Tribe  to  "hear"  and  decide  cases  and  controversies  concerning  the  authority 
of  the  Reservation  Tribal  Council  and  of  Band  Officers  and  Employees."  The 
resolution  was  signed  only  by  Brown,  although  the  chairman's  signature  is 
legally  required  on  such  documents. 

Hunt  has  already  challenged  the  jurisdiction  and  legitimacy  of  the  tribal 
court,  which  operates  with  neither  constitutional  authorization  nor  clear 
federal  recognition.  At  that  time  Hunt  also  raised  conflict  of  interest 
charges  against  Thorne  and  Schoessler,  as  well  as  Chief  Judge  Chris 
Anderson  who  is  the  cousin  of  attorney  Mark  Anderson  of  the  Jacobson, 

Buffalo,  Schoessler  & Magnuson  law  firm. 

The  four  council  members  continue  to  refuse  to  meet  in  open  forum  with  the 
people.  They  continue  to  hold  secret  meetings  and  pass  illegal 


resolutions.  These  four  council  members  continue  to  delay  the  licensing  of 
the  newly  appointed  gaming  administrators , thus  placing  the  casinos  at  risk 
of  closure,  and  loss  of  income  for  many  families,  both  on  and  off  the 
reservation . 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : Mohawk  Reclaim  School"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Sep  1996  15:28:00  EST 

From : wesley_laughing_at_lme@isdtcp3 . hwc . ca 

Sub j : Press  Release  from  Mohawks  of  Akwesasne 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  following  press  release  is  from  the  Kanienkehaka  (Mohawk)  people  of 
Akwesasne  regarding  the  education  of  their  children.  For  the  information 
of  the  subscribers,  Akwesasne  is  located  in  New  York  State,  and  the 
provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec.  Akwesasne  is  part  of  the  Mohawk  Nation, 
which  in  turn  is  part  of  the  Six  Nations  (Iroquois)  Confederacy.  After 
30  years  of  New  York  State  paying  for  all  Mohawk  children  of  Akwesasne 
attending  New  York  public  schools,  suddenly  some  of  the  Mohawk  children 
will  have  to  pay  to  attend  school.  Nearly  30  years  ago,  Mohawk  People 
boycotted  the  local  New  York  State  public  schools  due  to  conditions. 

Press  Release 
September  4,  1996 

The  St.  Regis  Mohawk  School  was  reclaimed  by  the  community  of  Akwesasne 
this  morning.  It  is  our  intent  that  this  school  will  be  used  by  our 
community  to  provide  our  children  with  a quality  education. 

This  process  is  being  undertaken  with  the  full  support  of  the  three 
governments  in  Akwesasne,  the  Mohawk  Council  of  Akwesasne,  the  St.  Regis 
Mohawk  Tribe  and  the  Mohawk  Nation  Council  of  Chiefs. 

The  actions  today  are  being  taken  because  it  is  our  responsibility  as 
parents  to  provide  our  children  with  the  best  education  they  can  get. 

The  State  of  New  York  and  the  Salmon  River  Central  School  District  have 
had  almost  30  years  to  address  the  concerns  of  this  community. 

Our  goal  is  to  offer  more  choices  of  education  for  the  families  of 
Akwesasne,  both  a community  based  school  in  Akwesasne  and  the  school 
systems  in  Cornwall,  Massena  and  Fort  Covington.  It  is  understood  that 
some  families  are  satisfied  with  the  existing  school  systems  and  it  is 
their  right  to  send  their  children  where  they  want  to. 

However,  there  are  a great  many  who  believe  that  it  is  time  for  a unified 
school  district  in  Akwesasne,  a unified  Board  of  Education  and  control  of 
the  education  process.  The  residents  of  Fort  Covington,  Bombay,  Massena, 
and  Cornwall  have  that.  We  want  no  less. 

The  actions  taken  today  is  not  a boycott  of  Salmon  River.  It  is  an 
assertion  of  our  rights  and  responsibilities  as  parents  to  educate  our 
children.  It  is  important  to  note  that  the  community  is  not  part  of  the 
Salmon  River  School  District.  Historically,  the  State  has  had  two 
contracts  with  the  district  to  educate  our  children,  one  for  the  Salmon 
River  School  and  one  for  the  St.  Regis  Mohawk  School.  The  community  of 
Akwesasne  is  not  allowed  to  be  a signatory  on  a contract  that  affects  our 
children's  future.  It  is  time  for  the  State  to  contract  directly  with 
the  Mohawk  people,  not  with  a third  party. 

The  Salmon  River  Central  School  District  leases  the  Mohawk  School  from 
the  State  of  New  York  for  $1.00  per  ten  years.  This  morning  Dr. 

Singleton  was  given  this  money  back.  This  school  belongs  to  the  Mohawk 
people. 

The  decision  to  take  control  of  this  building  was  made  yesterday  at  a 
community  meeting  with  over  one  hundred  people  in  attendance.  It  was  the 
third  community  meeting  held  over  the  past  week.  More  meetings  will  be 


held  tonight.  One  will  be  held  at  the  school  for  parents  to  speak  and 
one  at  the  HUD  building  for  students  to  speak. 


"RE : Western  Shoshone  Hot  Spring  Threatened"  

Date:  Mon,  9 Sep  1996  19:36:42  PST 

From:  scottrobertladd@juno.com  (Scott  R Ladd) 

Sub j : Western  Shoshone  Hot  Spring  Threatened  by  Canadian  Mining  Company 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


Action  Alert ! ! ! 


Canadian  Mining  Company  Threatens  Western  Shoshone  Hot  Spring 
September  8,  1996 

The  Dann  family  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation,  the  Western  Shoshone 
Defense  Project,  and  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  are  asking 
for  your  immediate  assistance  in  protecting  a site  of  cultural  and 
spiritual  significance.  Oro  Nevada  Mining  Company  has  filed  a Notice  of 
Intent  with  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  to  conduct  exploratory 
drilling  for  gold  directly  on  top  of  a hot  spring  located  approximately 
one  mile  south  of  the  Dann  Ranch  in  Crescent  Valley  Nevada.  The  drilling 
is  scheduled  to  start  in  early  September  and  may  begin  any  day  now.  The 
Danns  and  the  W.S.N.C  have  informed  the  B.L.M.  and  the  mining  company 
that  the  hot  spring  and  the  surrounding  area  is  extremely  important 
spiritually  and  culturally  and  requested  that  it  not  be  disturbed  by 
mining  activity.  In  response  to  these  requests  Oro  Nevada  has  repeatedly 
mislead  Western  Shoshone  representatives  and  moved  forward  with  their 
exploration  plans.  Previous  exploratory  drilling  has  destroyed  other  hot 
springs  in  the  area.  The  hot  spring  adjacent  to  the  Dann  ranch  is 
especially  vulnerable  because  of  its  low  flow.  The  intrusion  of  mining 
activity  onto  this  sacred  area  represents  an  attack  on  freedom  of 
religion,  a right  guaranteed  by  the  United  States  Constitution.  Public 
pressure  mast  be  applied  to  force  the  BLM  and  Oro  Nevada  to  respect  the 
rights  of  the  Western  Shoshone  and  preserve  their  cultural  sites. 

Background 

The  U.S.  Constitution  states  that  treaties  --  agreements  between 
sovereign  nations  --  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  The  1863  Treaty  of 
Ruby  Valley  between  the  U.S.  and  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  remains  in 
effect,  affirming  the  sovereign  status  of  the  Western  Shoshone  and 
recognizing  the  boundaries  of  their  territory.  The  destruction  of 
cultural  sites  and  water  resources  was  clearly  not  intended  to  be 
permitted  through  the  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley.  Oro  Nevada's  activities 
fall  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  and  violate 
the  intent  of  the  Treaty  and  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Oro  Nevada  Mining  Company  first  appeared  in  the  Crescent  Valley  area  in 
early  Spring  1996,  staking  claims  on  most  of  the  so-called  public  lands 
surrounding  the  Dann  ranch.  In  Duly  1996,  Oro  Nevada  purchased  the 
neighboring  Dean  Ranch,  48,000  acres  of  private  land  spread  across  the 
Dann's  traditional  use  area.  In  total,  Oro  Nevada  controls  over  94,000 
acres  of  land  in  the  Crescent  Valley  area.  The  company  is  completely 
owned  by  Oro  Nevada  Resources  Inc.  of  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  and  is 
selling  stock  through  the  MVP  Capital  Corporation,  also  of  Toronto.  They 
were  able  to  raise  40  million  dollars  (US)  almost  overnight  to  fund  the 
purchase  of  the  Dean  Ranch  and  their  exploration  activities  in  Crescent 
Valley.  One  of  the  founding  directors  is  a wealthy  Canadian  geologist 
named  Ian  Parks,  who  has  connections  with  mining  ventures  around  the 
world . 

The  Danns  live  in  one  of  the  few  places  surrounding  the  world  famous 
"Carlin  Trend"  ore  body  that  has  not  been  extensively  explored  or 
impacted  by  gold  mining  ventures.  These  activities  by  Oro  Nevada 
represent  the  final  invasion  of  transnational  gold  mining  ventures  on 


the  traditional  lands  of  the  Dann  family.  The  potential  of  these 
activities  to  destroy  the  hot  spring  and  other  cultural  sites  represents 
not  only  an  attack  on  the  Dann  family  but  on  the  cultural  integrity  of 
the  Western  Shoshone  Nation. 

The  destruction  of  sacred  sites  is  an  attempt  at  the  destruction  of  the 
spirit.  These  acts  constitute  genocide  against  the  Western  Shoshone 
Nation . 

What  We  Are  Asking 

Phone  calls,  faxes  and  letters  are  needed  to  the  BLM  and  Oro  Nevada, 
because  of  the  immediacy  of  the  situation.  Important  points  to  make  are: 

+ The  Danns  and  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  have  asked  that  no 
drilling  or  other  mining  activities  occur  in  Section  10,  Township  28 
North,  Range  49  East,  the  area  containing  the  hot  spring.  The  United 
States  government  has  still  failed  to  provide  documentation  on  how  they 
acquired  legal  title  to  Western  Shoshone  lands.  Until  they  prove  title 
has  been  legally  transferred,  the  Western  Shoshone  retain  their  rights 
and  responsibilities  towards  their  traditional  territory.  Mining 
companies  and  the  Federal  Government  must  respect  the  wishes  of  the  Dann 
family  and  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation. 

+ The  U.S.  Constitution  guarantees  the  freedom  of  religion.  This  freedom 
is  meaningless  if  the  sites  connected  to  the  practice  of  the  religion 
are  destroyed.  Other  laws  protecting  cultural  sites  such  as  the 
American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act,  and  the  National  Flistoric 
Preservation  Act  have  been  ignored  in  regards  to  the  drilling  around  the 
hot  spring. 

+ Hot  springs  are  rare  and  represent  places  of  very  significant  cultural 
and  spiritual  value  to  the  Western  Shoshone.  If  a hot  spring  is 
destroyed  it  cannot  be  replaced.  Drilling  has  damaged  or  destroyed  hot 
springs  in  the  past.  The  destruction  of  these  sacred  places  represents 
a continued  genocide  against  the  Western  Shoshone. 

+ You  support  the  Western  Shoshone  in  their  desire  for  the  hot  spring 
and  other  cultural  areas  to  remain  undisturbed. 

The  following  individuals  and  companies  should  be  contacted  immediately 
and  frequently: 

Robert  Allen  Hones 
President 
Ore  Nevada  Mining 
Company 

6490  South  MeCarran  Blvd. 

Building  D-l,  Suite  34 
Reno,  Nevada  89509 
phone;  702-825-7499 
fax:  702-825-5277 

Peter  M.  Slocombe 
Investment  Manager 
Oro  Nevada  Resources  Inc. 

20  Adelaide  St.  East 
Suite  200 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5C  2T6 
phone:  416-368-2985 
fax:  416-368-5201 


fax:  416-867-1109 


Anne  Morgan 

State  Director 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

850  Harvard  Way 

P.0.  Box  12000 

Reno,  Nevada  89520-0006 

phone:  702-785-6400 

fax:  702-785-6411 

Helen  Hankins 
District  Manager 
Elko  BLM 
P.0.  831 

Elko,  Nevada  89803 
phone:  702-753-0200 
fax:  702-753-0255 

Margaret  Harniesen 
MVP  Capital  Corp. 

Box  28 

20  Adelaide  St.  East 
Suite  200 

Toronto,  Ontario  MSC  2T6 
phone:  416-867-1100 


People  may  be  needed  to  participate  in  protests  or  non-violent  civil 
disobedience  to  protect  the  hot  spring  and  other  cultural  sites  in  the 


area.  This  would  be  a last  resort  if  other  avenues  fail  to  persuade  the 
BLM  or  Oro  Nevada.  Call  us  if  you  would  be  able  to  come  out  to  Crescent 
Valley  to  assist.  Please  remember  that  the  Western  Shoshone  continue  to 
abide  by  the  1863  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley,  a treaty  of  "Peace  and 
Friendship"  with  the  United  States.  We  are  committed  to  non-violence. 
Firearms,  drugs  and  alcohol  are  strictly  prohibited!  Please  call  first 
if  you  can  come  out. 

Donations  of  money  and  office  supplies  are  always  needed.  Research  is 
needed  on  Oro  Nevada  and  its  Canadian  relations.  We  are  especially 
interested  in  discovering  what  individuals  and/or  companies  have 
invested  in  Oro  Nevada  Resources  Inc.  or  MVP  Capital  Corp. 

Please  contact  the  W.S.D.P  for  more  information! 

Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project 
P.  0.  Box  211106 
Crescent  Valley,  NV  89821 
702/468-0230  voice 
702/468-0237  fax 

— "RE:  Seneca  Chief  Crosses  Over"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Sep  1996  04:36:20  -0500 

From : mohawk@ubvms . cc . buffalo . edu 

Sub j : Chief  Parker  of  the  Tonawanda  Seneca 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Chief  Bernard  Parker,  Chief  of  the  Tonawanda  Band  of  Seneca,  died 
yesterday  at  around  3:30  P.M.  The  cause  was  listed  as  complications  from 
gallbladder  surgery. 

Bernard  Parker  was  a traditional  chief  in  good  standing  with  the  Six 
Nations  Iroquois  confederacy.  His  tenure  was  marked  by  controversy  during 
which  Seneca  entrepreneurs  and  others  competed  for  profits  in  the  trade  in 
reservation  sales  to  non-Indians  in  sales  of  tobacco  and  motor  fuels  to 
non-Indians.  Chief  Parker  favored  regulation  of  such  businesses  by  Indian 
governments  and  in  the  public  interest.  His  political  enemies  raised  a 
number  of  objections  to  his  authority  in  public  but  not  in  the  Six  Nations 
government  where  the  credentials  of  traditional  chiefs  have  been  decided 
for  centuries.  Fie  was  a tireless  defender  of  the  principle  that  the 
profits  of  such  transactions  should  benefit  the  Indian  nations  and  not  be 
limited  to  the  benefit  of  the  individual  entrepreneurs  or  their 
organizations  alone.  He  also  stood  in  opposition  to  Senecas  who  sought 
to  profit  from  ecologically  destructive  schemes,  such  as  dumping  of  toxic 
wastes  on  Indian  reservations  in  defiance  of  Indian  governments.  These 
issues  have  generated  enormous  propaganda  efforts  in  recent  years  which 
sought  to  depose  Chief  Parker  and  to  deny  the  traditional  governments  the 
right  to  determine  their  own  membership.  Some  such  efforts  are  currently 
before  the  U.S.  courts  which  could  invade  the  powers  of  Indian  nations  to 
determine  their  own  membership,  an  obvious  invasion  of  Indian  sovereignty. 
His  term  of  office  withstood  a variety  of  claims,  common  within  the 
framework  of  Indian  politics,  of  profit-taking  and  corruption  which  sought 
to  impugn  his  personal  integrity.  He  was  a hard  working  individual  of 
generally  unquestioned  integrity  whose  work  engendered  great  respect  among 
the  traditional  chiefs  and  community  of  the  Six  Nations  Iroquois 
Confederacy.  Legalistic  arguments  about  his  standing,  properly  the 
business  of  the  Six  Nations  Confederacy  council,  have  been  raised  in 
public  forums  but  not  in  the  Six  Nations  Council  where  he  was  a fully 
accepted  member  in  good  standing. 

He  will  be  sorely  missed. 

"RE : Victim  of  Mental  Health  System"  


Date:  Wed,  4 Sep  1996  22:01:56  -0500 
From:  dcorrin@ibm.net  (Dwight  A.  Corrin) 


Sub j : Tarahumara  victim  of  mental  health  system 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Rita  Quintero,  a Tarahumara  who  was  found  in  Kansas,  was  adjudged 
dangerous  to  herself  or  others  and  put  in  a mental  hospital  in  1983.  She 
remained  there  until  1995,  although  she  was  never  even  seen  by  anyone  who 
spoke  Raramari  until  about  1993.  Her  mental  health  was  always  judged  as 
if  she  were  a member  of  a European  culture  (Spanish  based  culture  rather 
than  English  based).  The  possibility  Tarahumara  culture  included 
different  values,  which  would  seem  unusual  to  Anglo  culture,  was  not 
considered.  I am  one  of  the  attorneys  who  have  filed  suit  for  Rita 
against  many  of  the  health  professionals  who  we  believe  violated  Rita's 
rights  by  keeping  her  institutionalized  all  those  years.  We  have  been 
able  to  get  Rita  out  of  the  hospital  and  back  to  the  State  of  Chihuahua, 
where  she  is  hopefully  becoming  reintegrated  into  her  own  world. 

We  are  interested  in  finding  mental  health  professionals,  social  workers 
and  other  professionals  who  could  help  us  establish  the  standard  of  care 
in  dealing  with  Native  Americans  who  have  not  been  swallowed  by 
Euro-American  culture.  Best  would  be  people  who  are  able  to  speak 
Raramari . 

More  details  are  available  on  the  net.  A copy  of  the  AMENDED  COMPLAINT 
we  have  filed  in  this  case  is  available  at: 

http : //www.fdl . cc .mn . us/natnet/issues/rita-quintero. html 

Five  articles  which  have  appeared  in  the  Kansas  City  Star  are  now  also 
available. 

They  do  not  appear  here  in  chronological  order,  but  in  the  order  the  Star 
numbered  them. 

- Group  sues  over  Indian  woman's  treatment  at  hospital: 

http: //www. kcstar . com/reprints/rql. html 

- Aged  Indian  woman  to  return  home  soon: 

http: //www. kcstar . com/reprints/rq2. html 

- Breaking  free  from  a tangle  of  bureaucracy  Rita  Quintero  returns  to 
Mexico  after  being  in  hospital  for  12  years: 

http: //www. kcstar . com/reprints/rq3. html 

- Group  brings  hope  to  'mystery'  woman  Rita  Quintero's  plight  prompts 
journey  to  hospital: 

http: //www. kcstar . com/reprints/rq4. html 

- Mysterious  case  begins  to  unravel  Mexican  woman  has  been  in  a Kansas 
mental  hospital  for  12  years: 

http: //www. kcstar . com/reprints/rq5. html 

This  is  going  to  be  a long  struggle  to  try  to  help  Rita  and  other  persons 
who  become  trapped  in  the  mental  health  system.  We  will  need  all  the 
help  we  can  get.  I know  that  funds  appeals  are  not  appropriate  here,  but 
we  also  are  going  to  need  some  people  who  have  experience  in  fund  raising 
who  can  help  us  get  something  started  to  help  Rita  financially  as  well  as 
to  defray  the  legal  costs  involved  in  pursuing  her  suit. 


Dwight  A Corrin  ::  P 0 Box  47828  ::  Wichita  KS  67201-7828 
dcorrin@ibm.net  ::  316/  263-9706  ::  fax  316/  263-6385 

"RE : Finngate  Felons  Convicted"  

Date:  Fri,  6 Sep  1996  09:21:35  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Finngate  felons  convicted 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NEWS  RELEASE  FROM  NORTH  CENTRAL  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH  AND 
RESOURCE  CENTER 


The  Sentences  handed  down  on  Thursday,  August  5 by  U.S.  District  ludge 


Michael  Davis: 

Former  state  Senator  Harold  "Skip"  Finn  sentences  to  57  months  in  prison, 
three  years  supervised  release  and  60  hours  of  community  service  and  was 
fined  $100,000. 

Former  tribal  chairman  Alfred  "Tig"  Pemberton  sentenced  to  33  months  in 
prison  and  two  years  supervised  release  and  was  ordered  to  pay  $66,4490  in 
restitution  to  the  Leech  Lake  Band. 

Daniel  Brown,  secretary/treasurer  of  the  Leech  Lake  Band  was  sentences  to 
12  months  of  home  confinement  and  two  years  supervised  release  and  was 
fined  $7500. 

Brown  was  given  a more  lenient  sentence  due  to  his  age  and  heart  condition. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : A Time  of  Thanksgiving"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Sep  1996  14:10:04  -0400 

From:  jsaviles@voicenet.com  (Ioanna  Soto  Aviles) 

Sub j : A Time  of  Thanksgiving  (13  October,  Allentown,  PA) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Museum  of  Indian  Culture 
2825  Fish  Hatchery  Road 
Allentown,  Pennsylvania  18103-9801 

Invites  the  public  to  attend  our  next  annual  outdoor  event: 

A Time  of  Thanksgiving 
Sunday,  October  13,  1996 
11:00  am  - 5:00  pm 

Parking  is  a $2.00  a car  donation. 

Please  bring  your  own  seating. 

NO  PETS  ALLOWED. 

Please  note  that  the  Museum  is  NOT  open  during  the  event. 

There  will  be  drumming,  dancing,  food,  and  vendors  at  this  event. 

Additional  Drummers,  Dancers,  and  Vendors  are  Welcome! 

For  more  information,  call  (610)  797-2121. 


HELP  PRESERVE  AMERICA'S  CULTURAL  HERITAGE! 

By  becoming  a member  of  the  Lenni  Lenape  Historical  Society,  you 
will  be  helping  one  of  the  finest  small  cultural  museums  in  the 
country  to  preserve  and  share  a local  Indian  culture.  Your 
support  will  directly  underwrite  exhibitions  and  a wide  variety 
of  education  programs  serving  pre-school,  school  age  and  special 
education  students  of  this  region. 

CALL  (610)  797-2121  for  details. 


THE  LENNI  LENAPE 

From  the  beginning,  the  Lenni  Lenape  have  played  a part  in 
Pennsylvania's  cultural  history. 

Their  ancestors  were  the  first  people  to  hear  the  whisperings  of 
nature  as  they  walked  through  the  woods  and  swam  in  the  streams: 
their  heritage  touches  everyone  who  lives  in  the  Commonwealth 
today. 

They  respected  the  land  and  learned  to  live  with  nature, 
developing  strong  ties  to  the  land,  water,  air,  plants,  animals, 
and  other  creatures. 

They  were  able  to  survive  many  changes  brought  by  the  settlers 
because  of  these  ties  and  beliefs. 

Although  many  of  the  Lenape  left  the  area,  many  others  stayed  and 


today  pass  along  the  lifeways  of  their  ancestors  for  others  to 
share . 

In  1980,  Carla  D.S.  Messinger  and  Dorothy  S.  Schiavone,  local 
Lenape  descendants,  founded  the  Lenni  Lenape  Historical  Society 
to  provide  accurate,  positive  information  about  the  Lenape 
people.  Two  years  later,  with  the  help  of  numerous  volunteers 
and  members,  they  opened  the  Museum  of  Indian  Culture  on  Fish 
Hatchery  road,  along  the  Little  Lehigh  River  in  Allentown. 

The  Museum  celebrates  the  Commonwealth's  diverse  population  by 
sharing  Lenape  culture  from  the  Lenape  point  of  view,  with  people 
of  all  ages  and  abilities.  The  founders  have  been  recognized  for 
their  success  in  sharing  the  Lenape  cultural  heritage  and 
encouraging  ecological  conservation  with  thousands  of  visitors. 

THE  MUSEUM  OF  INDIAN  CULTURE 

The  Museum  of  Indian  Culture  offers  a place  for  everyone  to  learn 
about  the  Lenni  Lenape.  They  are  most  readily  known  as  Delaware 
Indians,  the  Native  Americans  who  lived  in  harmony  with  nature 
along  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Rivers  for  thousands  of  years 
before  the  "Shouwunnok"  (salty  people)  came.  They  were  hunters 
and  gatherers  and  then,  for  1,000  years  before  European  settlers 
arrived,  they  farmed  the  region  of  what  is  now  New  York,  eastern 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware.  There  were  three 
geographic  divisions:  the  Munsee,  or  Minnisink,  lived  in  the 
Pennsylvania  highlands  and  New  York;  the  Unami,  or  river  people, 
lived  in  what  is  today  the  Lehigh  Valley  region;  and  the 
Unilatchigo,  or  southern  people,  lived  in  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
and  southern  Pennsylvania. 

- EXPLORE  the  museum,  participate  in  work  projects,  programs,  or 
festivals,  and  listen  to  the  words  and  memories  of  the  Lenape  who 
have  lived  in  this  region  for  thousands  of  years. 

- TOUR  the  Museum  and  grounds,  participate  in  specialized 
educational  programs,  and/or  utilize  the  Resource  Center. 

- EXPERIENCE  Lenape  ceremonies.  To  interpret  the  importance  of 
corn,  the  Society  presents  three  annual  festivals: 

Spring  Corn  Festival,  1st  Sunday  in  May 

Roasting  Ears  of  Corn  Food  Fest,  2nd  Sunday  in  August 

Time  of  Thanksgiving,  2nd  Sunday  in  October 

- LEARN  through  the  Museum's  Educational  Services,  cultural 
heritage  programs  taught  from  the  Lenni  Lenape  point  of  view, 
with  slides,  stories,  artifacts,  and  games. 

- READ  and  utilize  the  materials  in  the  Museum's  Resource  Center 
and  library. 

- SHOP  in  the  newly-renovated  gift  shop  for  crafts  and  project 
kits;  books  on  Native  American  culture,  history,  arts  and  crafts, 
as  well  as  cooking;  cassette  tapes;  posters  and  cards;  and 
education  papers  and  booklets  written  by  the  Society,  such  as 
"Moccasin  Making,"  "Clothing  Changes,"  and  "The  Deer  and  Its 
Uses . " 

- RELAX  in  the  outdoor  Pavilion  and  enjoy  the  serene  surroundings. 
(Advance  reservations  required.) 

COME  TO  THE  MUSEUM 

The  Lenni  Lenape  Historical  Society  is  a membership  organization, 
begun  in  1980  to  provide  education  opportunities  for  learning 
about  Lenape  lifeways.  There  are  numerous  opportunities  for 
volunteers  to  assist  with  programs,  research,  and  tours. 

HOURS: 

General  Visitors:  Tuesday-Sunday,  12  noon  to  3 PM, 
unless  group  in  progress. 

Group  Educational  Programs:  Tuesday-Sunday,  10  AM  to  4 PM. 

Call  to  schedule;  advanced  reservations  required. 

DIRECTIONS: 

The  Museum  of  Indian  Culture  is  located  in  The  Bieber  House  at 
2825  Fish  Hatchery  Road  in  Allentown,  Pennsylvania.  It  is  leased 


to  the  Society  by  the  City  of  Allentown  and  is  located  along  the 
Little  Lehigh  River,  adjacent  to  the  Fish  Hatchery. 

From  Interstate-78,  US-22,  PA-309,  and  RT-222  (Hamilton  Blvd): 
Cedar  Crest  Boulevard  (RT-29)  south  to  Fish  Hatchery  Road, 
turn  left. 

From  Emmaus: 

Cedar  Crest  Boulevard  (RT-29)  north  to  Fish  Hatchery  Road, 
turn  right. 

From  24th  Street: 

Turn  onto  Fish  Hatchery  Road. 
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Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NATIVELIT-L,  AISESnet,  Taino-L, 
NativeWeb  & NATIVE-L  listservers;  UUCP  & genie  email; 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info , soc . culture. native , alt . native , ape . hr . indigenous , 
igc . indig. Canada , ape .dev. mining, ape . indig. info , ape .motherearthj  alt .sports 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 


It  is  said  that  there  is  never  enough  religion  in  the  world  to 
make  people  love  one  another- -just  enough  to  make  them  hate  one 
another.  As  the  twentieth  century  draws  to  a closej  incendiary 
blends  of  fundamentalist  religionj  politicSj  nationalism,  and 
ethnic  zealotry  engender  countless  examples  of  atrocity  in  the 
name  of  faith  and  orthodoxy.  If  anythingj  religious  persecution 
is  more  savage  now  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  mankind." 

__  lames  A.  Haughtj  "Holy  Horrors:  an  Illustrated  history  of  Religious 
Murder  and  Madness"  (New  York:  Prometheus  BookSj  1990) 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

t I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  | 

| of  the  Republic  j 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 


[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

[ States  Constitution,  ! 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  j 

S shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

A friend  shared  the  following  with  me,  and  asked  if  I thought  it  might  be 
something  to  share  with  you,  as  well.  I do,  and  here  it  is. 

Indians  should  ask  more  questions  when  hiring  consultants.  Forewarned  is 
forearmed.  There  are  still  many  ways  by  which  traditional  values  can  be 
undermined.  It  has  come  to  our  attention  that  the  native  community  of 
Prairie  Island  in  Wisconsin  is  utilizing  the  services  of  a world-wide 
communications  firm  that  also  represents  Hydro-Quebec,  the  Quebec  utility 
that  has  destroyed  Dames  Bay,  as  well  as  Quebec  tourism  (this  summer's 
marketing  campaign  to  get  Americans  to  spend  their  dollars  in  the  province 
that  wants  to  break  up  Canada  was  called  "Quebec  Is  Cool."). 

I have  no  doubt  this  public  relations  firm  knows  their  business  and  will 
provide  needed  attention  focus  for  Prarie  Island.  This  is  not  the  point 
nor  the  question  my  friend  and  I raise.  If  you  are  known  by  the  company 
you  keep,  and  that  company  has  worked  hard  to  undermine  another  nation, 
where  does  that  place  you? 

If  it  comes  down  to  a battle  of  dollars,  and  your  dollars  cannot  match 
those  of  a megabuck  utility,  casino  management  firm,  or  financial  resource 
can  you  ever  be  sure  it  is  your  interests  that  will  be  served? 

Time  after  time,  first  nations  have  learned  the  hard  way  just  how  thin 
the  promises  are  of  those  who  came  late  to  Turtle  Island.  I simply  ask  that 
more  attention  might  be  invested  in  knowing  your  enemies  and  friends  before 
investing  in  the  promises  made  across  a mahogany  table. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 
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RE:  Kahnawake  Casino 


Date:  15  Sep  96  11:11:00 

From:  FROSTY.DEERE@igloo.magicnet.com  (FROSTY  DEERE) 

Sub  j : Kahnawake  Casino 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Well,  the  government  of  Separatist  Parti  Quebecois  had  to  save  face  I 
would  guess,  and  so  they  arrested  some  of  the  Non-Native  Dealers. 

The  objective  was  to  shut  the  Casino  down  that  is  up  and  running  to 
raise  money  that  is  needed  for  the  youth  programs  in  Kahnawake. 

On  TV,  a SQ  Police  officer  stated  "he  didn't  think  one  cent  was  going 
to  the  youth  but  to  organized  crime". 

They  have  told  the  public  if  they  are  seen  entering  they  could  be 
charged  for  going  to  a illegal  gaming  house. 

One  has  to  wonder  about  Quebec  and  its  one  government  that  is  law 
over  anyone  that  is  not  French.  I can  not  recall  how  many  times  this  summer 
I have  seen  Casino's  around  this  area  raise  money  for  Farmer,  Youth, 

Building  and  many  other  things. 

They  want  to  have  a dialog  but  the  dialog  always  has  to  be,  "what 
they  want,  what  they  say,  and  they  have  to  be  in  control". 

The  native  people  are  only  doing  what  they  have  the  right  to  do  and 
in  this  case  the  Mohawks  of  Kahnawake,  are  doing  just  that. 

Will  it  remain  open  ? I am  sure  it  will.  The  government  will  keep 
pressing  to  show  that  its  SQ  Police  and  its  laws  will  be  enforced  in  Quebec 
and  should  show  the  public  what  and  how  they  will  or  could  enforce  things 
if  they  separate  from  Canada. 

Let's  face  it.  They  will  not  respect  anything  once  they  separate  from 
anyone  that  is  not  French. 

Then  a civil  war  will  start  in  the  form  of  personal  verbal  attacks, 
and  lead  up  to  intimidation. 

Peace 


"RE : IAIA  Stuff"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Sep  1996  07:23:25  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  steve  laboueff  <laboueff@unm.edu> 

Sub j : iaia  stuff  --  commentary  column 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 

FIOWLS  --  Commentary  on  Indian  Arts  Education  --  An  update  on 
controversial  administrative  actions  at  the  Institute  for  American  Indian 
Arts  in  Santa  Fe. 

1.  Congressman  Bill  Richardson  (NM-Representative)  directed  President 
Beatrice  Sanchez  to  announce  the  results  of  an  IAIA  audit  for  FY  1995. 

Last  week  (9/6),  President  Sanchez  held  a joint  press  conference  with  the 
FBI  and  announced  that  $310,000  had  been  embezzled  from  IAIA  and  that  the 
FBI  would  conduct  an  investigation. 

As  a former  faculty  member  who  is  an  Indian,  this  concerned  me  greatly. 
Seventeen  out  of  27  faculty  members  were  cut  from  IAIA  leaving  only  three 
full-time  Indian  faculty.  In  1995,  Congress  cut  IAIA's  budget  from  $9.4M 
to  $5.4M  for  FY  95-96.  At  that  time  nearly  50  faculty  and  staff  were 
terminated.  Remaining  faculty  members  gave  up  their  summer  and  much  of 
their  free  time  during  the  fall  and  spring  semesters  to  meet  and  come  up 
with  recommendations  about  curriculum  changes  and  staffing  needs  to  meet 
the  challenges  of  the  reduction  in  funds,  only  to  be  thwarted  by  a 
reduced  enrollment  cap  imposed  by  President  Sanchez.  At  the  end  of  the 
Spring,  1996  semester,  a Task  Force  made  up  of  faculty  members  again  met 
for  two  weeks  and  submitted  their  recommendations  for  curriculum  changes 
and  faculty  positions  needed  to  teach  the  curriculum--they  recommended 
that  22  out  of  27  faculty  be  retained  and  that  culturally-based 
curriculum  (Indian  culture)  be  increased.  President  Sanchez  ignored 
these  recommendations  and  instituted  her  own  plan.  She  then  stated  to 


Congressional  leaders  that  the  IAIA  community  (faculty  and  students)  had 
been  consulted  and  approved  of  the  changes.  This  is  not  true--faculty 
recommendations  were  ignored.  Then  Board  of  Trustees  member  Sanchez 
subsequently  instituted  herself  as  President  of  IAIA  through  a 
questionable  search  committee  process  (she  was  selected  over  qualified 
Indian  candidates  and  members  of  the  search  committee  were  under  her 
direct  authority,  raising  conflict  of  interest  issues).  She  apparently 
totally  ignored  the  Indian  preference  law  in  terminating  Indian  faculty. 
Moreover,  her  use  of  criteria  for  retention  was  selective  and  in  many 
cases  seemingly  purposeful  in  purging  vocal  critics  of  the  Administration 
and  IAIA  Board. 

Many  faculty  members  and  community  members  have  publicly  campaigned  for 
a Congressional  investigation  and  a Government  Accounting  Office  audit  of 
IAIA  governance,  fiscal  policies  and  procedures.  I am  one  of  them.  My 
concern  is  that  President  Sanchez  and  the  FBI  will  focus  only  on  the 
$310K  embezzlement.  Mr.  Doug  Beldon  of  the  FBI  has  confirmed  this. 
President  Sanchez  and  the  Board  will  not  be  held  accountable  for  poor 
management,  planning,  and  fiscal  procedures. 

Several  IAIA  departments  (Native  Images,  the  Museum,  and  Student 
Services)  lost  substantial  amounts  of  monies  in  the  past  several  years. 

The  IAIA  seems  determined  to  simply  move  money  around  to  cover  poor 
management  and  planning.  President  Sanchez  has  publicly  stated  that  she 
intends  to  use  monies  used  from  faculty  cuts  to  cover  the  Student 
Services  shortfall.  Get  a clue--what  is  wrong  with  this  story? --somebody 
needs  to  be  held  accountable  and  not  just  cover  the  doodoo  and  look  for 
scapegoats!!  Ms.  Sanchez  appears  more  interested  in  damage  control  than 
problem-solving. 

2 Although  we  had  written  the  New  Mexico  delegation  to  Congress,  only 
two  out  of  five  have  responded--Senator  Bingaman  and  Representative 
Schiff--both  of  those  inquired  of  the  IAIA  Board  Chair,  Robert  Ames, 
asking  him  to  address  the  issues.  Mr  Ames  patted  himself  on  the  back  as 
the  only  Flopi  to  graduate  from  Stanford  and  said  we  should  be  lucky  to 
have  Ms.  Sanchez  as  President.  The  tone  was  ingratiating  to  the 
Congressmen  and  implied  that  the  faculty  were  just  disgruntled  because  we 
lost  our  jobs--  y'all  come  and  see  us. 

Mr.  Ames  did  NOT  address  the  issue  that  Indian  students  were  now  paying 
$300  a credit  hour  for  entry  level,  non-cultural  curriculum  that  can  be 
taken  at  any  junior  or  community  college  for  $17  an  hour,  nor  did  he 
address  the  issues  of  violation  of  Indian  preference  (terminating  most  of 
the  Indian  faculty)  and  conflict  of  interest  (the  Presidential  search). 

We  are  now  told  that  President  Sanchez  is  preparing  a public  relations 
campaign  to  combat  all  of  the  negative  publicity- -she  does  not  think  it 
necessary  to  address  the  issues. 

3.  One  of  the  dormitory  Residential  Assistants  reported  that  Security 
for  IAIA  had  approached  them  with  photographs  of  three  former  faculty  and 
asked  if  any  of  the  three  had  been  seen  on  the  campus.  There  seems  to  be 
some  fear  that  concerned  Indian  people  may  try  to  organize  students  into 
a protest?  In  the  meantime  more  students  are  leaving  IAIA--Ms.  Sanchez 
would  just  regard  them  as  having  negative  attitudes  I suppose. 

There  are  reports  of  partying,  drinking  and  fighting  among  the 
students--one  student  was  severely  beaten  and  had  to  be  hospitalized. 
From=20my  own  experience  in  working  with  young  people,  I know  that  when 
there  is  confusion  and  little  direction,  anger  is  often  turned  inward, 
possibly  they  will  turn  on  each  other,  or,  alcohol  and  drug  use  escalates 
to  numb  themselves.  We  see  this  same  pattern  in  many  of  our  communities. 

4.  President  Sanchez  had  touted  her  changes  in  faculty  and  curriculum  a 
a response  to  North  Central  Accreditation  review- -IAIA  was  placed  on  a 
two-year  probation  in  May,  1996.  a)  She  had  said  that  there  were  too 
many  faculty  teaching  classes  with  hardly  any  students  in  them.  Also, 
there  were  too  many  faculty.  Ms  Sanchez  emphasized  that  she  wanted  to 
bring  the  faculty-student  ratio  into  line  with  other  similar 
institutions.  This  is  how  she  justified  her  cap  on  recruitment  and  the 
number  of  faculty  laid  off.  Reports  from  the  campus  tell  a different 
story.  Presumably  there  still  are  many  courses  that  have  from  1-5 
students  in  them,  b)  Students  are  being  bused  to  a pueblo  cultural 


center  for  cultural  courses  (tuition--$25  a credit  hour,  compared  to 
IAIA's  $300)  and  the  Santa  Fe  Community  College  ($17  a credit  hour)  to 
fulfill  course  requirements  not  offered  by  IAIA.  Additionally,  Ms. 

Sanchez  wants  to  count  the  Indian  faculty  at  the  cultural  center  toward 

IAIA's  Indian  faculty  ratio.  No,  no,  no it  doesn't  work  that  way. 

Teflon . 

5.  The  Fall  1996  IAIA  governing  board  of  trustee's  meeting  apparently 
will  not  be  held  on  campus.  They  will  have  a telephone  conference  call 
on  Tuesday,  9/17,  to  do  business.  Perhaps  they  are  afraid  that  the 
community  would  confront  them  if  they  met  on  the  IAIA  campus. 

The  IAIA  Board  met  in  May,  1995.  Shortly  thereafter.  Congress  announced 
that  it  was  zeroing  out  monies  for  IAIA.  Faculty  and  staff  met  all  summer 
trying  to  come  up  with  a plan  for  survival  The  IAIA  community  in  crisis 
did  not  see  any  IAIA  Board  members  on  campus  until  the  fall  semester  at  a 
orientation  meeting  for  faculty  and  staff.  They  assured  us  that  they 
would  be  there  for  us.  They  did  not  have  another  Board  meeting  on  campus 
until  February.  There  was  no  leadership  for  the  IAIA  community,  only 
decisions  from  a distance. 

6.  Indian  people  are  used  to  treatment  like  this  from  the  BIA  and  other 
paternalistic  and  controlling  institutions  that  claim  to  have  the  best 
interests  of  Indians  at  heart.  It  reminds  me  of  an  experiment  where  dogs 
were  put  into  two  groups.  One  group  received  painful  electric  shocks 
over  a period  of  time  while  suspended  in  a harness.  They  had  NO  POWER  TO 
CONTROL  THEIR  WELL  BEING.  These  dogs  were  then  placed  with  the  control 
dogs  who  had  not  received  shocks.  The  dogs  were  then  placed  in  a pen 
with  a metal  floor.  There  was  a barrier  that  divided  the  pen.  An 
electrical  current  was  sent  through  one  half  of  the  metal  floor.  The 
dogs  began  to  run  around  to  escape  the  shocks.  The  control  dogs  jumped 
over  the  barrier  and  found  relief.  The  other  dogs--those  who  had  been 
conditioned  to  powerlessness  in  their  suspended  harnesses--did  not  see 
the  possibility  to  get  away  from  the  painful  electrical  stimulus.  The 
experiment  was  repeated  several  times,  soon,  those  dogs  who  had  jumped 
the  barrier  knew  that  they  could  be  free  from  the  pain  and  jumped  the 
barrier  as  soon  as  the  electrical  current  was  introduced.  The  other  dogs 
just  LAID  DOWN  on  the  charged  floor  and  ACCEPTED  THEIR  FATE. 

"RE : Sovereignty"  

Date:  15  Sep  96  10:17:34  EDT 

From:  "Mark  K.  Bilbo"  <102217. 121@CompuServe.COM> 

Sub j : Sovereignty 

UUCP  email 

For  those  interested,  the  state  of  Louisiana  is  preparing  to  launch  a new 
and  major  attack  on  tribal  sovereignty  in  order  to  tax  the  tribal  casinos 
within  the  state.  The  Lake  Charles  American  Press  of  September  13,  1996 
carried  a story  with  the  headline  "State  considers  ways  to  tax  Indian 
reservation  casinos"  which  starts  off: 

"Faced  with  losing  tax  revenue  if  video  poker  machines  and  casinos  are 
shut  down  in  some  parishes,  the  state  is  looking  how  it  might  become  the 
first  to  impose  a tax  on  Indian  reservation  casinos.  Gov.  Mike  Foster  said 
that  if  his  administration  can  find  a way,  it  would  face  a certain  court 
fight  all  the  way  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  'There  will  be  a move 
nationwide  to  look  at  the  Indian  tribes  for  revenue.  It  is  a growing  thing 
and  it  has  never  been  tested  in  the  courts.  It  is  a distinct  possibility,' 
Foster  said." 

The  state  intends  to  base  its  attack  on  two  new  theories.  The  first 
being  that  state  and  local  governments  provide  public  services  to  the 
casinos  but  the  state  receives  nothing.  The  second  being  federal  rulings 
that  exempt  Indians  from  paying  state  income  tax  only  if  they  both  work 
*and  live  on  reservations. 

I find  the  first  argument  absurd.  The  state  of  Louisiana  *also  provides 
"services"  (as  in  roads,  police,  etc.)  to  residents  of  Texas  when  they 
drive  into  the  state  to  go  to  casinos  wether  Indian  or  not.  But  they  are 


not  attempting  to  extend  Louisiana  state  income  tax  to  Texas  and  would  be 
laughed  out  of  court  should  they  try.  In  *both  cases,  however,  they  do 
receive  tax  income  from  every  purchase  of  gas  or  other  items  made  within 
Louisiana  by  Texas  visitors.  In  fact,  the  gas  tax  of  the  state  is 
allegedly  just  for  that  purpose.  To  maintain  roads  and  police  and  such 
services  for  those  using  the  roads  regardless  of  their  state  of  residence. 

Additionally,  while  the  tribal  casinos  do  not  directly  pay  state  taxes, 
they  are  required  under  IGRA  to  reimburse  the  state  for  costs  related  to 
gaming  law  enforcement.  All  tribal  casinos  in  Louisiana  have  compacts  with 
the  state  that  specify  that  the  state  can  bill  the  tribes  for  the  costs 
associated  with  maintaining  "law  and  order"  regards  gaming  enforcement  and 
the  State  Police  division  over  Indian  Gaming  is  *entirely  supported  by 
tribal  casinos. 

Further,  the  increase  in  tax  revenue  from  related  businesses  off  the 
reservations  benefits  the  state.  The  parish  in  which  I live  only  became 
able  to  fund  road  repair  *after  they  started  receiving  agreed  upon 
payments  being  made  by  the  casino  *and  the  increase  in  tax  revenues  from 
the  increased  business  activities  in  the  parish.  On  top  of  this  is  that 
the  social  services  costs  to  the  parish  and  state  governments  was  *greatly 
reduced  by  the  employment  brought  by  the  casino  here.  Unemployment, 
welfare  roles,  and  unemployment  expenditures  ^plummeted  when  the  casino 
began  operating.  Formerly,  this  parish  had  almost  ^double  digit 
unemployment.  It  is  now  below  the  national  average.  Far  below.  Land  values 
have  skyrocketed  all  over  and  non-Indians  throughout  the  parish  have 
realized  serious  capital  gains  on  land  that  previously  could  not  even  be 
sold.  The  tiny  little  wide  spot  in  the  road  called  Kinder  is  seeing  a 
construction  boom.  Two  hotels  and  two  new  restaurants  have  opened.  A new 
supermarket  opened  at  the  same  time  as  the  casino.  Wal-Mart  is  talking 
about  returning  (they  pulled  out  years  ago).  There's  even  a MacDonald ' s . <g> 

Existing  mom  and  pop  restaurants  and  small  motels  have  been  refurbished 
and  upgraded  and  are  doing  major  business  now  when,  previously,  they  were 
patronized  by  only  a few  locals.  And  we  won't  even  mention  the  *serious 
increase  in  alcohol  tax  revenue. 

What  more  do  they  want?  This  weekend,  I'm  going  to  write  a letter  to  the 
governor  (for  all  the  good  it  will  do  but  I'm  going  to  have  my  say  at 
least)  pointing  out  that  the  Coushatta  (only  one  of  the  three  tribal 
casinos)  have  done  *more  for  this  area  economically  in  the  past  two  years 
than  the  state  of  Louisiana  and  Mike  Foster  have  *ever  done.  When  I moved 
here,  this  area  was  almost  at  depression  level  unemployment.  It  definitely 

never  left  "recession"  status.  Now,  even  here  in  tiny  little  Elton,  you 

see  small  businesses  opening  left  and  right.  Every  motel  in  a forty  mile 
radius  is  packed.  And  they're  rates  are  up  around  $80  a night  at  the 
♦least  in  an  area  where  $20  a night  roach  motels  were  the  *norm.  Not  to 
mention  the  now  24  hour  gas  stations  and  convenience  stores  doing  business 
seven  days  a week  where  once  the  streets  were  rolled  up  and  put  away  at  6. 

Oh  and  I neglected  to  mention  that  the  city  of  Kinder  is  turning  a 

♦profit  on  their  sewage  system  of  all  things.  They  actually  discovered 
that  not  only  would  they  *not  see  an  increase  in  tax  expenditures  for 
handling  the  casino's  sewage  but  could  actually  make  a profit  on  their 
treatment  plant.  Let's  see  the  damn  state  pull  *that  off. 

Mike  Foster  was  elected  as  a "reform"  candidate  in  a backlash  against 
Edwin  Edwards  ramming  casinos  down  the  throat  of  the  state  (I  found  out 
that  gambling  is  *illegal  under  the  state  constitution  *still,  so  Edwards 
had  "gaming"  legalized,  not  ^gambling. . . you  tell  me).  The  possibility  of 
parishes  shutting  down  gambling  comes  from  *his  own  campaign  promises.*  He 
won  election  by  promising  to  enable  the  parishes  to  (finally)  have  a vote 
on  whether  they  actually  *want  gambling  or  not.  The  tribes  have  neither 
legalized  gambling  nor  tried  to  shut  it  down.  They  simply  did  what  the 
state  itself  was  doing  in  order  to  build  an  economic  base  for  themselves. 
And  the  three  tribes  that  have  casinos  now  have  taken  their  people 
♦totally  *off  state  social  services  rolls.  The  state  spends  *nothing  on 
welfare  and  unemployment  benefits  for  those  three  tribes  *now. 

Now  that  Foster  has  backed  himself  into  delivering  the  vote  on  gambling, 
he's  looking  for  revenue  to  run  his  re-election  campaign.  So  he  wants  to 
grab  Indian  money  so  he  can  pass  out  pork. 


Some  reformer. 
Mark 


"RE : Help  Spread  the  Word"  

Date:  17  Sep  96  09:29:49  EDT 

From:  Ann  Stewart  <75361. 1143@CompuServe.COM> 

Subject:  Could  you  spread  the  word  and  make  a call? 

UUCP  email 
Background : 

Many  of  you  have  been  following  the  debate  about  the  breakup  of  Canada 
and  are  aware  that  three  Indian  nations  within  Quebec  held  their  own 
referenda  in  October  1995.  The  results  were  overwhelming:  each  voted  not 
to  go  with  Quebec,  should  the  province  be  ultimately  successful  in 
seceding  from  the  Canadian  confederation. 

Now  the  debate  is  coming  to  the  United  States.  American  academic 
specialist  on  Canada,  Charles  Doran,  has  written  a provocative  essay, 

"Will  Canada  Unravel?"  in  the  Sept/Oct  issue  of  Foreign  Affairs.  The  13- 
page  essay  is  worth  reading,  especially  if  you  view  it  as  a wake-up  call 
to  Americans  to  pay  attention  to  what  could  happen  to  their  northern 
neighbor.  (Interestingly,  although  there  is  brief  mention  of  the  Cree, 
Indian  and  Inuit  communities  in  Quebec,  nowhere  in  the  article  is  the  term 
"human  rights"  used.  I have  long  held  the  belief  that  how  Quebec/Canada 
"deal  with"  their  Indians  has  ramifications  for  Indians  in  the  US.) 

A California  Congressman,  Rep.  Tom  Campbell  of  California,  has  asked  the 
Subcommittee  on  Western  Hemisphere  to  hold  a hearing  on  what  the  effects 
of  Quebec  secession  would  be  for  US  interests  and  what  those  US  interests 
are  (St.  Lawrence  Seaway,  NAFTA,  etc.;  you  can  suggest  others).  The 
Subcommittee  has  invited  three  American  academic  experts  to  testify. 

Author  Doran  is  one;  the  others  are  equally  well  known  within  their  area 
of  competence.  No  Canadians  have  been  invited  to  testify,  since  that  is 
not  the  purpose  of  this  hearing. 

The  hearing  is  scheduled  for  Wednesday,  25  September,  at  2pm  in  room 
2172  in  the  Rayburn  Building  in  Washington  DC.  The  Subcommittee's  phone 
is:  202-226-7820. 

Before  25  September,  would  you  do  the  following: 

Please  call  your  own  US  House  of  Representatives  member  and  request  that 
he/she  send  a staff  person  to  the  hearing.  Tell  your  Rep.  that  you  are 
concerned  about  Quebec  secession  and  why  (Hydro-Quebec,  impacts  upon 
American  aluminum  industry;  human  rights  concerns  for  the  "ethnic 
minorities"  within  Quebec  and  the  province's  eleven  Indian  and  Inuit 
nations;  Voisey  Bay,  etc.).  It  will  be  particularly  useful  if  you  can 
articulate  why  the  US  should  be  concerned.  And  if  you  are  of  native 
descent,  don't  hesitate  to  convey  your  thoughts. 

If  you  know  someone  from  the  states  listed  below  and  could  ask  them  to 
call  their  Rep,  each  bit  of  expressed  concern  and  interest  helps  move 
Washington  one  step  further. 

Thank  Rep.  Campbell  for  requesting  that  the  Subcommittee  hold  this 
hearing:  202-225-2631. 

Members  of  the  Subcommittee  on  Western  Hemisphere,  US  House  of 
Representatives,  are: 

Dan  Burton,  Chair  (Indiana) 

Elton  Gallegly,  Day  Kim,  Tom  Lantos,  Matthew  Martinez  (California) 

Ileana  Ros-Lehtinen  (Florida) 

Albert  Wynn  (Maryland) 

Christopher  Smith,  Robert  Torricelli,  Robert  Menendez  (New  Dersey) 

Peter  King  (New  York) 

David  Funderburk,  Charlie  Rose,  Cass  Ballenger  (North  Carolina) 

Thank  you  for  the  time  you  can  give  to  alerting  others. 


Sincerely  yours, 

Ann  Stewart 
Stewartship 

75361 . 1143@compu serve . com 

(This  material  is  prepared,  edited,  issued  or  circulated  By  Ann  Stewart, 
d/b/a  Stewartship,  which  is  registered  with  the  US  Department  of  Justice 
under  the  Foreign  Agents  Act  as  an  agent  (#4632)  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
the  Crees  (of  Quebec),  24  Bayswater  Avenue,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada.  This 
material  is  filed  with  the  USDOD  where  the  required  registration  statement 
is  available  for  public  inspection.  Registration  does  not  indicate  approval 
of  the  contents  of  the  materials  by  the  US  government.) 

"RE : Big  Mountain:  Stop  Bill  S.1973"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Sep  1996  17:30:00  +0200 

From:  INFOE-K@LINK-GL.comlink.apc.org  (infoe  e.V.  Koeln) 

Sub j : Big  Mountain:  Stop  Bill  S.1973 

Newsgroups : ape . hr . indigenous, ape .dev. mining, ape . indig. info, 
ape .mot her earth, soc . culture . native 


Institute  for  Ecology  and  Action  Anthropology  INFOE 

(Cologne  branch  office)  Melchiorstr.  3; 

50670  Cologne 

Germany 
Tel . /Fax: 

++49-221-739  28  71 

FAX,  LETTER  & E-MAIL  CAMPAIGN: 

SUPPORT  THE  DINEH  RESISTERS 

STOP  BILL  S.  1973 

12th  September  1996 
Dear  friends. 

We  lately  received  alarming  news  about  the  situation  on  the  Dineh 
people's  land  right  struggle,  which  call  for  immediate  action. 

U.  S.  Senate  is  scheduled  to  vote  on  a new  bill  called  "S.1973  Navajo- 
Hopi  Land  Dispute  Settlement  Act  of  1996"  - probably  during  the  next  2 
weeks,  maybe  even  in  the  next  few  days.  This  bill  if  passed  would 
provide  the  Hopi  tribe  additional  means  to  drive  the  Dineh  resisters 
off  their  lands  and  would  seal  the  fate  for  the  Dineh  resisters, 
giving  title  to  their  land  to  the  Hopi  tribe. 

"Bill  S.  1973"  has  been  introduced  by  Senator  Me.  Cain  without  any 
participation  of  the  local  residents,  not  even  awaiting  the  results  of 
the  court  hearing  on  the  Accommodation  Agreement,  which  the  Hopi  tribe 
wants  the  resisters  to  sign.  A reason  for  this  and  the  ongoing 
harassments  at  Big  Mountain  must  be  seen  in  the  court  ruling  by  Dudge 
R.  Child,  who  in  March  1996  ordered  the  cancellation  of  Peabody  Coal's 
permit  to  operate  the  Black  Mesa/Kayenta  mines,  the  largest  strip  mine 
in  America.  In  this  landmark  ruling,  the  judge  pinpointed  the  complete 
disregard  of  the  human  and  environmental  rights  of  the  local 
residents.  He  ruled  that  the  mine  must  have  the  consent  of  the  local 
residents  in  order  to  operate: 

"Only  after  Peabody  is  able  to  accompany  an 
application  to  mine  with  written  consents  from 
Petitioner  Kescoli  and  all  other  like  situated 
petitioners  may  the  Office  of  Surface  Mining  consider 
such  application  in  the  future.  This  will  remain  so 
long  as  Petitioner  Kescoli  and  similarly  situated 
petitioners  shall  remain  in  the  proposed  mining  area 
as  occupants  of  their  customary  use  areas." 

But  the  local  residents  believe  that  the  land  of  Black  Mesa  is  sacred 
and  a coal  mine  is  a rape  of  the  Earth.  The  supporters  of  the  coal 
mine  know  that  these  residents  will  never  consent  to  the  mine,  and 


the  only  way  that  the  mines  can  continue  is  to  forcibly  relocate  these 
people. 

A delegation  of  Dineh  elders  is  in  Washington  at  this  moment,  lobbying 
the  senators  to  vote  "NO"  on  bill  S.1973.  Passage  of  S.  1973  would 
reaffirm  P.  L.  93-531,  the  original  Relocation  Act,  which  numerous 
Senators  and  Congresspeople  have  already  called  'a  great  mistake'. 

What  the  people  want  instead  is  a thorough  Congressional  Oversight 
Investigation  of  S.  1973  and  of  P.  L.  93-531,  which  takes  into  account 
the  Human  Rights  of  the  local  residents. 

Therefore  we  have  agreed  with  the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  to  conduct  a 
letter  writing  and  faxing  campaign,  telling  the  Senators  that  we  are 
outraged  at  the  human  rights  violations  being  connected  with  S.  1973. 
Please  support  the  elders  and  all  the  resisters  on  HPL  by  telling  the 
Senators  to  NO  vote  on  S.  1973.  Contact  Senator  Me.  Cain  and  as  many 
Senators  as  you  wish  from  the  attached  list. 

The  Dineh  resisters  have  already  experienced  what  it  will  mean  to  live 
under  Hopi  regulation.  They  have  to  get  permits  for  collecting 
firewood,  conducting  ceremonies,  etc.  For  more  than  a decade  they 
haven't  been  allowed  to  fix  their  homes.  Even  before  Hopi  jurisdiction 
is  final,  Hopi  rangers  are  demonstrating  their  military  force.  They 
are  blockading  religious  ceremonies,  bulldozing  ceremonial  hogans, 
illegally  confiscating  livestock  and  abusing  them  in  the  impoundment 
yard,  harassing  local  residents,  searching  cars,  enforcing  an 
Exclusion  law  which  prohibits  white  people  from  visiting  them  without 
a permit,  denying  entry  and  searching  food  caravans,  etc.  Such  actions 
clearly  demonstrate  to  the  resisters  what  the  Hopi  tribe  has  in  mind 
for  them. 


Please  let  the  senators  know  that  S.  1973  violates  the 
fundamental  human,  religious  and  constitutional  rights  of  the 
Dineh  residents  of  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Land.  Some  families 
have  lived  on  the  land  for  18  generations;  their  title  to  the 
land  must  be  respected  as  much  as  with  other  property-owning 
citizens . 


For  further  information  see  the  Sovereign  Dineh 
Nation  Update  from  August  21st. 

http : //www . primenet . com/ ~sdn 

TARGET  LIST 

Write:  The  Honorable  (full  name) 

U.S.  Senate 
Washington,  DC  20510 
USA 

Capitol  switchboard  to  find  out  phone  numbers  for  every  Senator 
phone  # 202/224-3121 

Vice-President  Gore  is  by  title  also  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
phone  # 202/224-2424  e-mail  # Vice.President@whitehouse.gov 
President  Clinton  phone  # 202/456-1414  e-mail  # 
President@whitehouse.gov 

Phil  Bakersenk  and  Steve  Healey  Aides  to  Senator  Dohn  McCain,  AZ, 
Chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  phone  # 

202/224-2235  fax  # 202/228-2862  e-mail  # 
senator_mccain@mccain . senate.gov 

3oe  Trujillo,  Legislative  Assistant  and  Kay  Davies,  Indian  Affairs 
Aide  to  Senator  Pete  V.  Domenici,  NM  phone  # 202/224-6621  fax 

# 202/224-  7371  e-mail  # senator_domenici@domenici.senate.gov 

Tim  Glazewski  Aide  to  Senator  Ion  Kyi,  AZ  phone  # 202/224-4521 

Fax  # 202/228-1239  e-mail  # info@kyl.senate.gov 

Patricia  Zell  Aide  to  Senator  Daniel  K.  Inouye,  HI  phone  # 202/224- 
3934 

fax  # 202/228-2589  e-mail  # senator@inouye.senate.gov 

Gary  Bohnee  Aide  to  Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  CO  phone  # 

202/224-5852  fax  # 202/224-1933 

Mia  Ellis  Aide  to  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein,  CA  phone  # 202/224-3841 


fax  # 202/228-3954  e-mail  # senator@feinstein.senate.gov 

Diane  Hill  Aide  to  Senator  3.  Robert  Kerrey,  NE  phone  # 202/224-6551 

fax  # 202/224-7645  e-mail  # bob@kerrey.senate.gov 

Mike  Queenan  Aide  to  Senator  Dohn  F.  Kerry,  MA  phone  # 202/224-2742 

fax  # 202/224-8525  e-mail  # john_kerry@kerry . senate . gov 

Chris  Miller  Aide  to  Senator  Carl  Levin,  MI  phone  # 202/224-6221 

fax  # 202/224-1388  e-mail  # senator@levin.senate.gov 

3en  Lockhard  Aide  to  Senator  Edward  M.  Kennedy,  MA  phone  # 

202/224-4543 

fax  # 202/224-2417  e-mail  # senator@kennedy.senate.gov 

Senator  Barbara  Boxer,  CA  phone  # 202/224-3553  fax  # 415/956- 

6701 

e-mail  # senator@boxer.senate.gov 

Senator  Daniel  K Akaka,  HI  phone  # 202/224-6361  fax  # 202/224-2126 
infoe  eV.  Koeln 

Institut  for  Ekologie  und  Aktions-Ethnologie 
(GeschEftsstelle  Koeln) 

Melchiorstr.  3 
50670  Koeln 


"RE : School  Needs  Help"  

Date:  12  Sep  1996  22:00:22  GMT 

From:  Linda  Crist  <1 . crist@worldnet . att . net> 

Sub j : School  needs  help 

Newsgroups : alt . native, alt . sports 

As  the  Director  of  Bare  Wisdom,  Inc.,  a support  and  advocate  organization 
for  Native  American  people  and  issues,  I am  asking  for  your  help. 

I received  a call  a couple  of  days  ago  that  the  enrollment  at  Porcupine 
School  on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  has  seen  a tremendous  increase  in 
enrollment  this  year.  The  faculty  at  this  school  has  worked  hard  to 
provide  a positive  environment  for  the  lower  income,  high-risk  youth  of 
the  area.  They  strive  to  encourage  participation  in  activities  that 
promote  mental,  physical,  and  spiritual  health  but  with  the  increased 
enrollment  and  BIA  budget  cuts,  materials  are  severely  inadequate.  The 
following  is  a list  of  items  that  are  needed  immediately.  Bare  Wisdom 
will  accept  donations  of  goods  or  monies  to  purchase  the  needed  items. 

Athletic  equipment  (football,  baseball,  basketball,  boxing) 

Equine  tack  for  the  rodeo  program  (bridles,  saddles,  halters,  lead 
ropes,  blankets,  etc.) 

Gardening  equipment  for  Project  Grow  (drip  irrigation  systems, 

rototillers,  hand  tools  (i.e.  rakes,  hoes,  shovels,  trowels) 
Building  materials  (the  faculty  hopes  to  construct  root  cellars  at 
some  of  the  homes  of  the  elders  where  students  will  learn 
how  to  store  food) 

For  more  information,  please  contact  me  at  linda@bare-wisdom.org  or  check 
out  our  web  page  at  http://bare-wisdom.org. 

Please,  if  you  know  someone  who  can  help,  get  in  touch. 

"RE;  what  Should  We  Be  Called"  

Date:  Tue,  10  Sep  1996  20:47:41  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna@rain .org> 

Sub j : VICTOR'S  ARTICLE  FOR  11SEP96  (fwd)  What  Should  We  Be  Called 
UUCP  email 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Mon,  9 Sep  96  09:19:12  -0500 
From:  chieftain@uoknor.edu 


As  Native  Americans,  we  are  often  asked  by  well-meaning  non-natives  what 
we  wish  to  call  ourselves.  Are  we  Indians?  Native  Americans?  Amerinds? 
Skins?  What  are  we?  A few  weeks  ago,  this  question  was  posed  to  me  in 
class  by  one  of  my  instructors.  As  usual,  I blurted  out  some  inane  and 
tongue-twisted  cliche  (... just-don ' t-call-me-late-for-dinner) , to  which  the 
class  groaned  as  if  colicky.  And  just  as  typical,  I left  the  room  pondering 
what  I _should_  have  said  (in  case  you  didn't  know  it,  the  ocean  is  salted 
with  the  tears  of  woulda-coulda-shoulda  --and  most  of  them  are  probably  mine). 

But  since  I am  a writer  more  than  a speaker,  and  since  this  horrible  issue 
simply  refuses  to  go  away,  I thought  I'd  do  it  justice  here.  This  isn't  so 
much  directed  at  my  instructor  or  other  well-meaning  non-Indians  as  it  is  my 
own  people,  who  often  seem  the  most  obsessed.  Many  of  our  grandmothers  used 
to  say  that  no  one  can  bicker  like  an  Indian  can.  Perhaps  all  our  quibbling 
over  "what  should  we  be  called"  indicates  they  may  have  been  correct. 

So,  what  should  be  be  called? 

Is  this  our  most  poignant  issue  of  the  day?  Do  you  not  realize  what  kind 
of  serious  trouble  we,  the  Red  People  of  the  United  States  are  in?  And  you 
want  to  argue  over  what  to  be  called?  Do  you  realize  that  others 
appropriate  our  culture  and  achievements  every  day?  Our  arts,  our 
philosophies,  even  our  ceremonies?  Why  is  it  that  every  time  I go  to  one  of 
our  sacred  places,  I keep  encountering  bearded,  beaded,  yellow  haired 
flower-children  charging  $50  for  the  sweatlodge?  I can't  go  into  bookstores 
without  running  across  their  New  Age  Sewage  and  fictitious  "Spirit  Names." 

Why  is  it  I can't  go  anywhere  without  somebody  telling  me  about 
Cherokee-Princess-Grandmothers?  Why  is  it  that  I am  constantly  expected  to 
intuit  the  beliefs  of  1.7  million  people  from  more  than  550  tribes  --each 
with  its  own  specific  culture--  and  then  boil  them  all  down  to  one  single, 
generic  "Injun"  point  of  view?  Why  is  it  almost  every  Skin  I see  wastes  so 
much  time  playing  basketball  in  Levis?  By  now,  we  should  own  the  company, 
the  ball,  and  the  court! 

Do  you  think  that  game  is  going  to  get  you  a better  job? 

Do  you  think  those  jeans  are  going  to  change  your  life? 

What  should  we  be  called?! 

Sometimes,  I want  to  blame  our  elders  for  this.  What  happened  to  all  your 
warrior's  drive?  How  come  you  didn't  prepare  us  better?  How  come  you 
signed  all  those  treaties  and  got  us  those  roll  numbers  we  still  fight  about 
today?  How  come  you  gave  up  your  little  brown-skinned  babies  for  adoption, 
creating  generations  of  undocumented  Indians?  How  come  your  children  use 
all  those  government-issue  numbers,  CDIBs,  and  pedigrees  to  discriminate 
against  their  urban  kin?  How  come? 

You  can  blame  it  on  the  white  man.  He  plays  a part,  but  so  do  we.  We  need 
to  realize  that  only  we  can  change  ourselves.  We  weren't  always  on  welfare. 

We  weren't  always  in  handcuffs  on  the  news,  or  passed  out  in  some  alley.  We 
weren't  always  second-rate  background  characters  in  someone  else's  movies. 

The  tidal  wave  is  right  behind,  and  we're  still  kicking  sand: 

What  should  we  be  called?! 

Call  yourself  a taxi.  Ride  down  to  the  Rez.  Pick  up  some  of  those  children 
you  see  roaming  the  streets,  then  teach  them.  Realize  that  if  our  situation 
is  to  be  changed,  we  need  to  start  with  our  own  people  --that  nucklehead 
nephew,  that  sister  who  drinks  too  much,  that  daughter  who  wears  too  much 
makeup.  Stop  chasing  that  new  truck,  that  new  car,  that  new  boat;  start 
building  something  substantial.  Stop  wasting  all  your  free  time  on  the 
SIMPSONS,  BEAVIS  & BUTTHEAD  and  MARRIED  WITH  CHILDREN.  Stop  starving 
yourself  on  the  steps  of  some  administration  building  for  people  who 
obviously  don't  give  a damn.  Get  up  off  your  butt  and  kick  some  butt! 
Something  you  want  to  bicker  about,  when  it's  lack  of  drive  and  knowledge 
you  should  be  shouting  about. 

What  should  we  be  called?! 

Kill  all  that  noise! 


The  Nations  must  rise. 


"RE ; Theft  of  NA  Artifacts"  

Date:  Thu,  12  Sep  1996  17:46:03  GMT 
From:  marsham@ohs.org  (MARSHAM) 

Sub j : theft  of  Native  American  artifacts  (11  September,  Portland,  Oregon) 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

Six  Native  American  basketry  artifacts  were  stolen  from  the  Oregon 
Historical  Society  (Portland,  OR)  on  11  September  1996.  Descriptions  for 
the  items  are  as  follows: 

1.  Child's  berry  picking  basket 

Klickitat 

Coiled,  imbricated;  cedar  root  and  bear  grass;  "mountain"  design 
late  19th  century 
5-1/2"  diameter,  5"  high 

2.  Basket 

Nuu-chah-nulth  (Nootka)-  Makah 

Wrapped  twining;  Souvenir  pitcher;  cedar,  bear  grass,  raffia; 
lettered  "Remember  Me" 
early  20th  century 
2-1/4"  high  x 2"  diameter 

3.  Basket 

Klamath  River  Tribes 

Twined;  dyed  porcupine  quills,  bear  grass,  maidenhair  fern;  Shaped 
like  a drinking  cup  with  stem  and  base;  designs  in  yellow  & brown 
c.  1910 

8.000  cm.  depth  x 14.000  cm.  diameter  x 14.000  cm.  high 

4.  Brimed  hat 

Klamath 

Full-turned  twining;  tule,  deer  hide;  Shape  of  white  man's  hat; 
designs  of  dog  and  man  in  dark  brown  on  beige  background;  deer  hide  edge 
along  brim 
early  1900s 

29.000  cm.  diameter  x 9.000  cm.  depth 

5.  Basket 

Tlinglit 

Twining  with  false  embroidery  in  green,  orange,  blue,  and  pale  red; 
grasses;  Shape  of  pedestal  kerosene  lantern  and  chimney; 
c.  1905 

18.000  cm  high 

6.  Basket 

Tlinglit 

Twining  with  false  embroidery;  spruce  root,  bear  grass,  maidenhair 
fern;  Shape  of  3-legged  kettle;  brown  with  black  and  orange  triangle 
design 
c.  1900 

9.500  cm.  high  x 10.000  cm.  diameter 
Photographs  are  available. 

Thank  you. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Marsha  Matthews 

Director/Museum  Collections  Oregon  Historical  Society 

1200  SW  Park  Avenue  Portland,  Oregon  97205 

Internet:  marsham@ohs . org  Telephone:  503/306-5274 

FAX:  503/221-2035 

"RE;  Boarding  School  Story"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Sep  1996  03:05:40  -0600 

From:  "wesley  j.  p.  westphal  ii"  <warrior@digital . net> 

Sub j : Boarding  school  story 


Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victon.umt.edu) 

Mishiho  - 

As  most  of  you  know,  I am  a guest  speaker  at  the  DoD  Defense  Equal 
Opportunity  Management  Institute  (DEOMI)  at  Patrick  AFB  on  a frequent 
basis.  DEOMI  has  just  begun  another  14  week  course  on  Equal  Opportunity 
Management  and  I will  be  a speaker  for  the  Native  American  Block  on 
October  9,  1996. 

The  culture  blocks  are  only  one  day  long  and  DEOMI  attempts  to  cover 
each  culture  (Native  American,  Black  American,  Asian  American,  Hispanic, 
Jewish  American,  etc.)  for  a full  day,  giving  the  students  an 
opportunity  to  dwell  into  traditions  and  cultures  of  each  minority  group 
to,  hopefully,  allow  the  students  an  insight  as  to  some  of  the  specific 
difficulties  each  culture  is  presented  with  in  day  to  day  living. 

As  part  of  the  Native  American  block,  the  students  (about  140)  are 
divided  into  seven  groups  (good  number,  a-a-i-i-y-y?) . Each  student  is 
given  a brief  biography  of  a prominent  Native  American  (Cochise,  Red 
Cloud,  Chief  Joseph,  Red  Bird,  etc.)  and  during  the  session,  the 
students  are  to  attempt  to  respond  to  situations  given  them  by  the 
moderators  from  the  Native  American's  point  of  view  (not  very  original, 
is  it?) 

What  I would  like  to  do,  and  this  is  where  I ask  for  your  help,  is  to 
attempt  to  give  the  students  a much  better  reference  point,  through  the 
use  of  visual  and  spoken  images.  I feel  the  students  could  concentrate 
and  understand  more  on  their  responses  and  feelings  if  they  were  all 
given  individual  reference  points. 

I would  like  to  have  the  moderator  of  each  group  have  the  students  sit 
in  their  chairs,  completely  relaxed,  close  their  eyes,  and  imagine  that 
they  are  the  person  they  are  hearing  about.  Then,  I would  like  to  have 
the  moderators  read  students  a story  about  being  a young  Indian  child, 
about  six  or  seven  years  old,  being  forcefully  taken  from  his/her  home, 
boarded  on  a wagon/bus/train/car,  taken  hundreds  of  miles  from  home, 
having  their  hair  cut,  clothes  taken  away  from  them,  being  given 
starched  white  clothes,  forced  to  bed,  no  relatives,  no  language,  the 
penalties  they  had  to  face  when  they  broke  the  rules  of  speaking  the 
wrong  tongue,  etc..  I think  you  get  the  idea. 

I was  never  in  that  type  of  situation  and  I can  not  talk  or  write  from 
experience.  I am  asking  for  some  of  you  to  write  a story  such  as  the 
above  referenced  one  and  allow  me  to  use  it  as  a training/teaching 
guide.  I ask  for  your  permission  to  have  the  story  read  and  have  the 
student's  experience  what  your  story  is  asking  them  to  experience. 

I ask  the  above  honorably  and  humbly  and,  hopefully,  in  the  Indian  way. 

If  you  would  assist  me,  please  e-mail  the  story  to  me  within  the  next 
week  or  so. 

Thank  you. 

Ayolha 

wesley  j.  p.  westphal  ii 
warrior@digital . net 

- "RE:  Art  Auction"  

Date:  Thu,  12  Sep  1996  08:14:02  -0700 
From:  berryj@Okway.Okstate. edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : Memorial  Scholars  Art  Auction  to  benefit  Native  American  students 

UUCP  email 
To  all, 

A forward.  Best,  John  B 

Forward  Header  

Subject:  Memorial  Scholars  Art  Auction  to  benefit  Native  American  stu 
Author:  Suzanne  Fundingsland  <sfunding@ndsuext.nodak.edu>  at  SMTP 
Date:  9/11/96  1:41  PM 


1996  ART  AUCTION 


Oscar  3.  Howard 

Memorial  Scholars  Emergency  Fund 

The  Memorial  Scholars  Art  Auction  will  be  held  to  raise  emergency  and 
scholarship  funds  for  North  Dakota  State  University's  Native  American 
students.  It  will  take  place  at  the  Doublewood  Inn,  3333  13th  Avenue 
South,  Fargo,  ND,  on  Sunday,  November  17,  1996,  from  1-5  p.m.  The 
sixth  annual  fund-raiser  is  open  to  the  public. 

Native  Americans,  community,  students,  faculty  and  staff  of  NDSU 
generously  contribute  to  this  event.  Some  of  the  items  already 
contributed  include  star  quilts,  buffalo  skulls,  flutes,  a feather 
box,  beaded  walking  cane,  and  many  other  original  items. 

The  NDSU  Multicultural  Student  Support  program's  mission  is  to  raise 
funds  for  Native  American  students  who  have  emergencies  such  as 
family  illness  or  death,  unforeseen  academic  costs,  or  other  needs 
not  covered  by  financial  aid.  We  are  also  developing  a scholarship 
fund  to  reward  students  for  academic  excellence  and  increase  their 
likelihood  for  graduation.  Finally,  the  auction  develops  bridges  to 
the  community. 

We  are  asking  tribal  governments.  Native  and  non-native  community 
members,  friends,  artists  and  craftsmen  to  donate  articles,  services, 
or  items  that  can  be  auctioned. 

Thank  you. 

For  information,  contact: 

(701)231-7314 

Multicultural  Student  Services 
North  Dakota  State  University 
Ceres  Hall,  Room  302 
Box  5162 

Fargo,  ND  58102 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Suzanne  Fundingsland  NDSU  Extension  Service 

EFNEP/FNP  Coordinator  Youth  and  Family  Unit 

219  Family  Life  Center 

(701)  231-7254  Fargo,  North  Dakota  58105 

"RE : Chippewas  of  Nawash"  

Date:  9:48  PM  Sep  9,  1996 
From:  web:adixon 

Sub j : PBI  Report  - Chippewas  of  Nawash/Fishing  Rights 
Newsgroup:  igc. indig. Canada 

Peace  Brigades  International  (PBI)  is  a unique  organization 
that  offers  services  of  unarmed  protective  accompaniment  to 
organizations,  individuals  and  communities  threatened  with 
violence . 

This  article  may  be  freely  copied  or  reprinted.  For  photos  or 
more  information  about  PBI,  please  contact  PBI-NAP  at 
"adixon@web . net"/613-230-4123 . 

Observation  Teams  for  the  Chippewas  of  Nawash 
[from  PBI's  Project  Bulletin,  September,  1996] 

At  the  end  of  August,  PBI  responded  to  a request  by  the  Chippewas  of 
Nawash  to  provide  observers  to  a conflict  over  fishing.  The  Nawash  were 
monitoring  sport  fishing  during  the  annual  "Salmon  Spectacular"  fishing 
derby  at  Owen  Sound,  in  Ontario,  Canada,  and  were  concerned  there  might  be 
a repeat  of  last  year's  incidents  of  violence. 

The  Chippewas  of  Nawash  and  their  neighbours,  the  Chippewas  of  Saugeen, 
have  treaty  rights  to  the  fisheries  in  an  area  around  the  Bruce  Peninsula 
that  divides  Georgian  Bay  from  Lake  Huron.  Until  1992,  these  treaty  rights 
had  gone  unrecognized  by  the  Ontario  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  (MNR), 
who  had  been  charging  the  Nawash  with  illegal  fishing.  In  1992  a federal 
court  decision  upheld  the  Nawash  fishing  rights,  and  directed  the  MNR  to 
establish  a fisheries  policy  that  prioritized  conservation,  Chippewa 


fishing,  commercial  fishing,  and  sport  fishing,  in  that  order. 

Since  that  time,  the  MNR  has  bought  out  all  the  commercial  fisheries. 

The  Nawash  are  regulating  their  use  of  the  fishery,  amid  varying 
statements  by  the  MNR  and  the  Nawash  about  numbers  of  the  different  fish 
species  and  whether  the  fishery  should  be  closed  down  completely.  At  the 
same  time,  sport  fishing  has  continued  largely  unregulated.  The  Nawash  say 
that  the  sport  fishery  has  a significant  impact  on  the  bay's  ecology,  as 
well  as  their  commercial  fish  stocks,  and  asked  that  the  fishing  derby  be 
cancelled.  The  MNR  responded  by  scheduling  a meeting  after  the  derby  is 
over. 

At  a press  conference  on  Friday  Aug  23,  the  first  day  of  the  Salmon 
Spectacular,  Ralph  Akiwenzie,  chief  of  the  Chippewas  of  Nawash,  announced 
that  the  Nawash  would  monitor  the  fishing  during  the  derby. 

"We  hope  to  come  up  with  some  very  interesting  statistics"  to  back  up 
the  idea  that  "conservation  is  a two-way  street.  It's  not  just  the  native 
people,  it's  everyone,"  said  Akiwenzie.  He  stressed  that  the  Nawash  band 
wanted  to  avoid  a confrontation  with  anglers  on  the  water,  while 
underlining  its  conservation  concerns,  and  what  it  regards  as  the 
"unregulated"  state  of  sports  fishing  in  Ontario.  [The  Sun  Times,  Aug  24]. 

During  last  year's  Salmon  Spectacular,  a number  of  incidents  were  seen 
by  the  Nawash  as  evidence  of  a violent  backlash  to  their  assertion  of 
their  fishing  rights.  Two  of  their  boats  were  sunk  in  unexplained 
circumstances,  one  was  burned  down  to  the  hull,  several  Nawash  youth  were 
stabbed  with  no  charges  being  laid  for  ten  months,  and  many  yards  of  nets 
were  lost  to  vandalism.  Earlier  in  the  summer,  a Nawash  woman  selling  fish 
at  the  local  farmer's  market  was  the  target  of  an  angry  and  violent 
protest  by  anglers,  [see  Project  Bulletin,  Sept  1995] 

PBI ' s observation  work 

Over  the  two  weekends  of  the  derby  PBI  members  travelled  with  the  Nawash 
on  their  fisheries  assessment  boat  as  they  monitored  the  numbers  of  boats 
and  anglers  in  the  bay.  We  witnessed  some  harassment  from  anglers  in  the 
form  of  angry  gestures,  but  other  anglers  were  friendly  and  waved. 

Nevertheless,  in  interviews  with  the  derby  co-chairs,  and  through 
informal  monitoring  of  the  feeling  amongst  anglers  on  the  shore,  we 
gathered  that  there  is  a great  deal  of  hostility  towards  the  Nawash.  There 
is  a real,  and  justified,  fear  amongst  the  anglers  that  the  sport  fishing 
around  Owen  Sound  will  be  shut  down  because  of  the  Nawash.  They  do  not 
consider  their  sport  fishing  to  be  affecting  the  Nawash  at  all  since  the 
fish  they  catch  are  almost  all  from  their  own  stocking  programs. 

The  question  of  how  the  salmon  stocking  affects  other  fish  in  the  bay 
was  a topic  of  debate  during  the  press  conference.  Salmon  eat  their  own 
weight  in  other  fish  each  day,  and  the  presence  of  large  numbers  of  salmon 
is  assumed  by  the  Nawash  to  be  creating  competition  with  the  other  fish 
(mostly  whitefish,  but  also  some  trout)  for  limited  food  stocks.  More 
fundamentally,  the  two  sides  disagree  on  the  ethics  of  putting  salmon  into 
Georgian  Bay,  where  it  is  not  a native  species. 

Amongst  the  fisherman  along  the  shore  we  heard  little  sympathy  for  the 
Nawash  position,  and  a growing  sense  of  frustration.  One  fishermen 
expressed  his  impatience  by  saying,  "if  you  poke  a bear  to  often,  he'll 
fight  back."  This  feeling  - that  native  people  are  asking  for  and  getting 
too  much  is  quite  common.  A national  poll  taken  a few  months  ago  in  Canada 
also  reflected  non-Native  resentment  towards  Natives.  Unfortunately,  the 
poll  results  were  not  accompanied  by  some  basic  facts  about  the  situation 
of  Native  people  compared  to  non-Natives. 

How  the  hostility  we  witnessed  might  be  expressed  is  still  uncertain.  At 
the  moment,  the  low-level,  everyday  racism  experienced  by  the  Nawash  is 
likely  to  increase.  If  the  sport  fishery  is  directly  challenged,  it  will 
be  even  more  likely  that  more  incidents  of  violence,  like  the  ones  from 
last  year,  will  be  repeated.  We  hope  that  our  visible  witness  of  the 
situation  as  outside,  independent  observers  has  some  effect  in  reducing 
the  chance  of  such  incidents.  We  also  helped  to  organize  local  people  to 
participate  in  the  observation  effort,  and  hope  that  this  can  challenge 
some  of  the  local  non-Native  population  to  reconsider  their  views  on  the 
situation . 


"RE : Request  for  Support  & Donations"  

Date:  Sat,  14  Sep  1996  11:15:40  -0700 

From:  Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres  <torresp@algorithms . com> 

Sub  j : Request  for  SUPPORT  & Donations 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

Tau  Guatiaos,  Hello  Friends, 

We  the  Taino  Indians  of  the  Taino  Inter-Tribal  Council  an 
educational  and  cultural  Native  American  Non-Profit  organization  is 
in  need  of  public  and/or  private  financial  support.  Our  organization 
does  provide  a number  of  Projects  that  support  our  Taino  and  other 
Native  American  communities  in  the  Americas. 

We  would  like  to  give  a little  background  on  who  are  the 
Taino  Indian  people.  It  was  on  the  12th  of  Oct  of  1492  that  three 
ships  were  seen  by  our  ancestors  on  the  horizon.  This  would  mark 
historically  the  first  Columbus  encounter  with  our  people  in  the 
Caribbean  & Florida  region  of  the  Americas.  The  Taino  people  faced 
a major  genocide  of  mass  proportion  of  well  over  8 Million  gentle 
human  beings,  well  surpassing  the  known  lewish  holocaust.  Today  we 
have  pulled  our  Nation  out  of  the  mud,  of  500  years  of  European 
domination  and  cultural  suppression  of  our  Native  American  heritage. 

Our  people  need  the  help  and  support  of  many  good  hearted 
human  beings  of  our  humble  International  community.  On  another  note, 
we  further  would  like  to  point  out  that  today,  the  Taino  people  do 
not  have  any  lands  in  the  Caribbean  & Florida.  These  ancient  lands 
did  belonged  to  our  people  500  plus  years  ago.  Our  Taino  National 
homelands  have  been  stolen  from  us,  and  also  the  cultural  Native 
American  heritage  of  our  beloved  children. 

The  Taino  People  of  the  First  World  holocaust  of  the  Americas. 
PLEASE  DO  HELP  OUR  PEOPLE,  THE  FIRST  INDIAN  NATION  OF  THE  AMERICAS! 

On  another  note:  Please  do  pass  this  message  on  to  other  Newsgroups 
and  to  other  good  hearted  people  living  on  our  Mother  Earth! 

Please  send  your  Charitable  Tax  Deductible  Donations  to: 

The  Taino  Inter-Tribal  Council  Inc. 

527  Mulberry  Street 
Millville,  New  lersey  08332 
Fraternally  yours 
Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres 
President  & Tribal  Council  Chief 
Great  Grandson  of  Chief  Orocobix 

The  Taino  Inter-Tribal  Council  Inc  http://www.hartford-hwp.com/taino/ 
ND  Datibonuco  Tribe  http://www.hartford-hwp.com/taino/jatibonuco.html 
Taino  Nation  Forum,  http://www.hartford-hwp.com/taino/docs/list.html 
TAINO  COUNCIL  OFFICE  Tel:  609-825-7776  FAX  & TAINO  BBS:  609-825-7922 
We  Are  Still  Here!  Taino  Indigenous  Nation  of  the  Caribbean  & Florida 

"RE;  Community  House  Web  Page"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Sep  1996  12:31:52  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Carol  Liu  <cliu@queens.lib.ny.us> 

Sub j : American  Indian  Community  House  web  page 

This  is  all  there  is  so  far,  but  it's  a start! 


http://www.gate.net/~piperl/aich.html 


American  Indian 
Community  House 

Serving  the  Native  Community  of  New  York  Since  1969 

[ image] 


Haudenosaunee  brave  by  Grasset  de  St.  Suaveur 


Become  A Donor 

The  American  Indian  Community  House  is  proud  to  celebrate  26  year's  of 
service  to  the  New  York  Community.  We  have  helped  to  provide  food, 
clothing,  job  training,  health  care  referrals  and  services,  job  counseling, 
and  other  necessities  to  a growing  number  of  Native  Americans.  The  success 
of  AICH  relies  heavily  on  the  dedicated  work  of  our  staff,  volunteerism, 
and  community  support.  All  of  our  social  needs  are  provided  without  a 
charge,  as  is  our  newsletter,  which  offers  information  to  over  14,000 
people  from  Native  and  non-Native  communities  across  America  and 
internationally.  It  serves  as  a source  of  communications  central  to  our 
co-existence  and  survival.  Many  of  the  costs  for  the  services  we  provide 
are  not  covered  by  funding,  such  as  the  hot  lunches,  some  performing  arts 
ventures,  and  this  very  newsletter.  These  are  all  important  parts  of  AICH, 
and  we  do  not  want  to  stop  serving  our  community.  However,  we  do  need  your 
help  with  the  costs. 

Sponsor  an  AICH  program  and  see  the  growth  and  change  your  help  allows! 
Our  food  and  clothing  banks  and  hot  meals  can  be  assisted  when  you  become 
a Plymouth  Rock  Donor.  Few  descendants  from  the  original  tribal  group  who 
fed  settlers  at  Plymouth  Rock  are  alive  today.  Remember  the  first 
Thanksgiving  and  help  us  feed  Indians  with  a $16.92  contribution. 

We  want  to  continue  updating  you  on  Native  community  events  as  well  as 
providing  a forum  on  social  and  political  issues  from  around  the 
hemisphere.  Columbus  lost  his  way.  Don't  lose  yours!  Become  a Columbus 
Donor  for  $14.92  and  ensure  that  AICH  Community  Bulletin  continues  to 
reach  you. 

Theater,  music,  and  arts  programing  are  always  only  partially  funded, 
yet  these  are  critical  aspects  of  survival  for  Indian  people  in  the  city. 
The  arts  help  us  maintain  a voice  as  well  educate  non-Indians  in  a 
palatable  manner.  Become  a Manhattan  Campaign  Donor  for  only  $24.00.  Help 
us  buy  a piece  of  Manhattan  and  ensure  that  Native  American  culture  will 
always  have  a home  in  NYC. 

Our  goals  for  the  next  25  years  include  maintaining  our  hard  earned 
stability  and  expanding  our  services  to  match  the  growth  of  the  NYC  Native 
American  Community.  Help  us  to  strengthen  the  roots  of  the  great  Tree  of 
Peace  and  become  an  AICH  supporter! 

+ AICH  BENEFACTOR  $500.00 
+ AICH  PATRON  $250.00 
+ FRIEND  OF  AICH  - $100.00 
+ ASSOCIATE  - $50.00 
+ MANHATTAN  CAMPAIGN  DONOR  - $24.00 
+ PLYMOUTH  ROCK  DONOR  - $16.45 
+ COLUMBUS  DONOR  - $14.92 


Send  all  donations  to: 

American  Indian  Community  House 
404  Lafayette  Street, 2nd.  floor  New  York  City,  NY  10003 
Phone  (212)598-0100  ext.  229  or  224. 

"RE : NA  Technology  Needs"  

Date:  Sat,  14  Sep  1996  11:01:07  -0400 
From:  Gayle  Swanson  <vikey@vnet . net> 

Sub j : Native  American  Technology  Needs 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I'm  trying  to  find  a way  for  a regional  Native  American  association  to 
get  connected  to  the  Internet,  preferably  with  graphics.  IOW,  they  need 
a newer  computer,  with  more  memory  than  they  have  now.  The  state  is 
pushing  them  to  get  online  with  graphics  and  has  sent  them  software  to 
that  end.  They  got  a new  modem,  but  their  software  even  for  text  access 
must  be  updated.  I'll  be  taking  care  of  that  over  the  next  week  - found 
an  update  of  their  current  program  (that  they  feel  comfortable  with)  on 


the  Net. 

However,  using  Netscape  (as  they're  being  encouraged  to,  "but  y'all 
provide  your  own  computer  upgrades!")  is  pretty  well  out  of  the 
question.  They  have  a 386SX  with  a small  hard  drive,  and  only  4MB  (at 
most,  and  I wonder  about  that),  and  40MHz  ...  speed? 

Do  any  of  you  know  of  any  technology  grants  that  are  available  that  we 
could  tap  into  that  would  relate  to  an  organization  such  as  this?  I 
know  we  have  to  NOT  stress  just  the  equipment  needs,  when  writing  the 
grant,  and  that  we  DO  need  to  emphasize  that  this  will  help  their 
community  reach  out  to  more  people,  and  to  connect  with  other  similar 
organizations  across  the  state  and  the  country,  and  that  it  can  be  used 
for  education  of  those  who  come  in,  to  help  find  scholarships,  and  other 
grants  that  can  help  the  organization  run  more  effectively.  We've  got  a 
list  of  possible  corporate  funds,  and  some  government  grants,  but  we're 
trying  to  find  funding  opportunities  that  would  be  more  in  the  line  of 
the  work  the  association  does,  hence,  understand  their  needs  better. 

We'd  appreciate  ANY  suggestions.  You  can  write  me  directly  (when  they 
got  the  new  modem,  the  old  software  they  were  using  became  useless) 
until  we  get  them  at  least  E-mail  capability  to  start  with.  Please  use 
my  gswanson@charweb.org  address  - that  way  I can  connect  and  pick  up 
mail  when  I'm  at  their  office  (once  we  get  their  new  s/w  installed). 
Gayle  Swanson 

http://www.charweb.org/neighbors/na/na-metro . htm 

"RE : Reviews:  Children's  Books"  

Date:  Wed,  11  Sep  1996  14:10:48  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Steve  Brock  <brock@ucsub. Colorado. EDU> 

Sub j : Short  reviews  of  new/ recent  children's  books  with  NA  themes 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  < NATIVE LIT- L@cornell . edu> 

Here  are  several  short  reviews  of  new  children's  books  by,  or 
about.  Native  Americans.  All  are  written  by  Steve  Brock: 

For  ages  5-8: 

MUSKRAT  WILL  BE  SWIMMING  by  Cheryl  Savageau,  illustrated  by  Robert 
Hynes.  Northland  Publishing,  P.O.  Box  1389,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86002- 
1389,  (800)  346-3257,  (800)  257-9082  FAX.  Northland  also  has  a 
line  of  southwestern  design  T-shirts  and  other  gifts.  Illustrated, 
story  notes.  32  pp.,  $14.95  cloth.  0-87358-604-2 

"The  kids  at  school  call  us  Lake  Rats,"  leannie,  a young  Native 
American  girl,  tells  her  grandfather.  "...I  don't  like  being  a 
Lake  Rat,"  she  says.  The  closest  thing  to  a lake  rat  leannie  can 
think  of  is  a muskrat,  and  her  Grandfather  tells  her  how  important 
the  muskrat  is  to  Indian  people.  It  is  he.  Grandfather  says,  who 
brought  dirt  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  water  and  put  it  on  Turtle's 
back,  creating  a place  for  Skywoman  to  stand.  Later,  leannie  dives 
into  the  lake  and  retrieves  her  own  ball  of  dirt,  to  serve  as  a 
reminder  the  next  time  she  treated  with  scorn.  The  consoling  story 
(based  on  a Seneca  folktale),  with  Hynes'  delicate  acrylic  and 
colored  pencil  illustrations,  satisfies  on  many  levels.  Includes 
story  notes  and  muskrat  facts.  Grade:  A- . 

For  ages  5 and  up: 

RED  BIRD  by  Barbara  Mitchell,  illustrated  by  Todd  L.  W.  Doney. 

Lothrop,  Lee  and  Shepard  Books,  1350  Avenue  of  the  Americas,  N.Y., 

NY  10019,  (800)  843-9389,  (201)  227-6849  FAX.  Illustrated, 
author's  note.  32  pp.,  $16.00  cloth.  0-688-10859-8 

In  September  of  each  year,  members  of  over  40  tribes  gather  in 
southern  Delaware  for  the  Nanticoke  powwow,  where  they  meet  old 
friends  and  celebrate  their  heritage  by  dancing  and  telling 
stories.  During  the  powwow,  Katie,  a city  girl,  turns  into  Red 
Bird,  Nanticoke  Daughter.  After  the  powwow,  Katie  returns  home, 
but  the  drums  will  beat  deep  in  heart  all  year  long.  The 


respectful  story  is  nicely  accented  by  Doney's  full-page  paintings. 
Grade:  A- . 

THE  UNBREAKABLE  CODE  by  Sara  Hoagland  Hunter,  illustrated  by  Dulia 
Miner.  Northland  Publishing,  P.0.  Box  1389,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86002- 
1389,  (800)  346-3257,  (800)  257-9082  FAX.  Northland  also  has  a 
line  of  southwestern  design  T-shirts  and  other  gifts.  Illustrated, 
author's  note,  appendix.  32  pp.,  $14.95  cloth.  0-87358-638-7 

A young  boy  is  apprehensive  about  an  upcoming  move,  and  his 
grandfather  consoles  him  with  a story  about  a time  long  ago  when  he 
also  had  to  leave  the  reservation  to  serve  in  World  War  II.  The 
boy  learns  that  his  grandfather  was  one  of  the  famous 
"Codetalkers,"  who  used  the  unwritten  Navajo  language  to 
communicate  over  the  radio  and  helped  win  the  war.  The  intriguing 
story,  which  teaches  that  one  always  has  their  legacy  no  matter 
where  they  live,  contains  the  actual  code  as  an  appendix.  Miner's 
oil  paintings  highlight  the  canyon  walls  of  Navajoland,  as  well  as 
scenes  of  battle.  Grade:  A- . 

For  ages  6-10: 

AHAIYUTE  AND  CLOUD  EATER  by  Vladimir  Hulpach,  illustrated  by  Marek 
Zawadzki.  Harcourt  Brace  & Company,  525  B Street,  Suite  1900,  San 
Diego,  CA  92101,  (800)  543-1918,  (800)  235-0256  FAX.  Illustrated. 

32  pp.,  $16.00  cloth.  0-15-201237-0 

A traditional  Zuni  tale,  told  by  a Czechoslovakian  writer  and  a 
Polish  Illustrator,  in  which  Ahaiyute,  a young  warrior,  uses  four 
magic  feathers  to  slay  a monster  that  eats  clouds  and  has  caused  a 
draught.  By  killing  the  monster,  he  becomes  a man.  Dust  as  the 
young  warrior  is  up  to  his  challenge,  the  author  and  illustrator, 
despite  their  distance  from  the  area  where  the  story  takes  place 
and  their  lack  of  a helpful  mole,  and  an  allegory  that  falls  flat, 
are  also  up  to  theirs.  Grade:  B+. 

For  ages  8-12: 

SO  SINGS  THE  BLUE  DEER  by  Charmayne  McGee.  Atheneum  Books  for 
Young  Readers,  1230  Avenue  of  the  Americas,  N.Y.,  NY  10020,  (800) 
223-2336,  FAX:  (212)  698-7007.  192  pp.,  $14.95  cloth.  0-689- 

31888-X 

Based  on  her  experiences  with  the  Huichol  Indians  in  Mexico,  McGee 
tells  the  story  of  thirteen-year-old  Moon  Feather  and  his  quest  to 
repopulate  the  Sierra  Madre  with  white  deer,  who  have  been  brought 
to  the  edge  of  extinction.  The  Huichol  believe  that  their  once-a- 
year  ceremony  (in  which  a white-tailed  deer  is  sacrificed)  keeps 
the  forces  of  nature  in  harmony,  and  the  decimation  of  the  white 
deer  is  causing  environmental  devastation.  Moon  Feather  must 
battle  both  man  and  nature  to  bring  20  deer  from  the  Mexico  City 
zoo  back  to  the  Huichol  homeland.  An  exciting  and  evocative  story 
that  teaches  respect  for  the  natural  world.  Grade:  A- . 

For  all  ages: 

WHERE  THERE  IS  NO  NAME  FOR  ART:  THE  ART  OF  TEWA  PUEBLO  CHILDREN, 
text  and  photographs  by  Bruce  Hucko.  School  of  American  Research 
Press,  P.0.  Box  2188,  660  Garcia  St.,  Santa  Fe,  NM  87504,  (505) 
984-0741,  FAX:  (505)  989-9809.  Illustrated,  index,  map,  afterword. 
126  pp.,  $20.00  paper.  0-933452-44-6 

Seventy-five  Tewa  artists,  from  ages  five  to  thirteen,  display 
their  remarkable  images,  while  Hucko,  a Pueblo  Day  School  "art 
coach,"  teaches  them  to  "put  the  me  into  their  images,"  giving  each 
an  individual  perspective.  From  abstract  concepts  in  latex,  wood, 
and  clay,  to  tempera  and  ink  drawings  of  eagles  and  basketball 
games,  these  pictures  (and  the  four  accompanying  art  lessons), 
capture  youthful  exuberance,  sincerity,  and  respect  for  tradition. 
Grade:  A- . 


THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  LOOK  BOOK:  ART  AND  ACTIVITIES  FOR  KIDS  FROM  THE 


BROOKLYN  MUSEUM,  by  The  Brooklyn  Museum.  The  New  Press,  450  W. 

41st  St,  N.Y.,  NY  10036,  (800)  233-4830.  Illustrated, 
bibliography,  lists  of  resources.  48  pp.,  $15.95  cloth.  1-56584- 
022-4 

An  introduction  to  Native  American  art  and  culture  through  art 
projects,  such  as  making  Kwakiutl  masks,  designing  a Zuni  logo,  and 
weaving  a Porno  basket.  Though  the  book  does  an  admirable  job  at 
presenting  Native  American  culture,  the  activities  are  limited  in 
number  as  well  as  in  providing  enough  instruction.  Grade:  B-. 

Brief  Mentions: 

TO  SEE  WITH  THE  HEART:  THE  LIFE  OF  SITTING  BULL  by  ludith  St. 
George.  Putnam  and  Grosset  Group,  200  Madison  Ave.,  N.Y.,  NY 
10016,  (800)  847-5515,  FAX:  (212)  532-3693  FAX.  Index, 
bibliography,  maps.  190  pp.,  $17.95  cloth.  0-399-22930-2.  An 
meticulous  and  compelling  biography  of  the  legendary  Sioux  warrior. 
Grade:  A- . For  ages  10-14. 

IN  A DIFFERENT  LIGHT:  GROWING  UP  IN  A YUP'IK  ESKIMO  VILLAGE  IN 
ALASKA  by  Carolyn  Meyer.  Margaret  K.  McElderry  Books,  866  Third 
Ave.,  N.Y.,  NY  10022,  (800)  223-2336,  FAX:  (800)  445-6991. 
Illustrated,  index,  bibliography,  glossary.  190  pp.,  $17.00  cloth. 
0-689-80146-7.  Meyer  invents  a typical  Yup'ik  family,  rich  in 
tradition  but  wary  of  changes  they  face  as  they  try  to  adapt  to  the 
modern  world.  Grade:  B+.  For  ages  10  to  14. 


Steve  Brock 

Book  Reviews  on  the  Internet 
Copyright  1996 
2323  Mapleton 
Boulder,  CO  80304 
(303)  786-7375 
brock@ucsub . colorado.edu 
Member:  National  Book  Critic's  Circle 

— "RE:  Poem:  Ancient  Elders" 

Date:  Wed,  11  Sep  1996  10:18:11  -0700 
From:  Gordon  Bainbridge  <GordonB(3pacbell . net> 

Sub j : Ancient  Elders 

UUCP  email 

I was  hiking  today  in  the  golden  hills 

and  through  the  ancient  redwoods  that  are  my  neighbors. 

The  elders  among  them  stood  before  Columbus 
they've  seen  it  all. 

Coast  Miwoks  living,  hunting,  loving  here  forever, 
believing  it  would  always  be  so, 

Spanish  conquistadors,  Mexican  landgrantees, 

Anglo  pillagers  and  builders, 
and  they  will  continue  to  stand  silent  vigil 
long  after  the  last  human  who  remembers  me 
has  passed  from  this  earth. 

The  elders  among  these  trees  towered  over  the  ancient  trading  paths, 

for  untold  generations  shared  by  twoleggeds  and  four, 

and  still  tower  over  them  today 

as  they  slip  back  to  simple  deer  trails 

unnoticed  by  those  who  race  by  on  the  new  asphalt  trails. 

These  elders  have  seen  their  cousins  cut  and  hauled  away 

to  rebuild  San  Francisco  after  the  great  quake, 

or  to  build  fences,  or  just  to  clear  the  land, 

always  so  someone  could  make  a few  bucks, 

but  they  survived  it  all,  and  still  stand  mute. 


Reviews  are 
available  for 
syndication 

E-mail  for 
more  info. 


reminding  all  who  will  come  with  a soul  that  is  open  and  quiet 

of  what  has  gone  before, 

and  that  our  world  too 

can  crumble,  and  be  forgotten  overnight. 

-Gordon  Bainbridge 

"RE:  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/09/17  23:33 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  September  22-28 

KEPAKEMAPA 

(September) 

(Mahoe  Hope) 

22 

For  every  loving  soul,  life  brings  beauty  and  joy. 

23 

This  life  is  but  a brief  moment  in  my  existence. 

24 

Fly  with  me  to  the  high  aerie  of  dreams. 

25 

Take  time  to  hear  the  voices  of  children. 

26 

A symphony  of  birds  sings  together  in  the  trees  just  before  sunset. 

27 

Conquer  fear;  do  not  let  fear  conquer  you. 

28 

If  you  want  to  succeed,  you  must  first  try. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  19  September  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Benefit  Performance  in  Atlanta: 

Sep  21-22,  8 p.m.  Saturday,  2 p.m.  Sunday.  Gateway  Productions. 

_01d  Man  Kokopelli_ 

Proceeds  to  aid  the  Famine  Project  Year  2,  helping  to  feed  Atlanta's 
Hungry.  $10  advance,  $12.50  door.  Roswell  Civic  Center  Theatre. 

950  Forrest  St.  Roswell.  404-982-9922  for  tickets. 


Date:  1:24  PM  Sep  12,  1996 

From:  wasicuwin@aol.com 

Sub j : Best  of  the  Best  Powwow  10/19-20 

The  annual  Best  of  the  Best  Powwow  is  scheduled  for  October  19-20  at  the 
Rockland  Community  College  Fieldhouse  (Indoors)  on  College  Road  in  Suffern, 
NY.  It  is  most  easily  reached  by  the  New  York  Thruway  to  exit  14  B.  Follow 
the  signs  to  the  powwow. 


Admission  is  $8.00;  Children  under  12  and  senior  citizens  $6.00 

Saturday  10am-8pm 

Sunday  10am-7pm 

Grand  Entry  at  noon  each  day 

Traders  and  Dancers  who  wish  further  information  may  contact: 

General  B.  Grant 

P.O.  Box  144 

Cherokee,  NC 

704-497-3370 


Date:  5:33  PM  Sep  16,  1996 
From:  buffalotanya 

Sub j : Colorado  pow  wow  end  of  September 

Pow  Wow  Announcement 

THE  COUNCIL  TREE  POW  WOW 
September  27-29,  1996 
Delta,  Colorado 

$27,000  in  prize  money 

19  Traditional  Pow  Wow  Dance  Categories 

Drum  Contest-  $1,000  for  1st  place 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Dale  Old  Horn,  Crow 

Arena  Director:  Terry  Fiddler,  Cheyenne  River  Sioux 

Honorary  Host  Drums:  Northern  Ute,  Southern  Ute  and  Ute  Mtn.  Ute 

Outdoor  Indian  Market  Schedule: 

Fri.  9/27  4 to  10  p.m. 

Sat.,  9/28  9 a.m.  to  10  p.m. 

Sun.,  9/29  10  a.m.  to  4 p.m. 

SCHEDULE  OF  EVENTS 
Friday,  September  27 

9 a.m.  to  3 p.m.  Celebration  of  Ute  Nation  Day 

Afternoon  Gourd  Dancing 

7 p.m.  Grand  Entry,  Contest  & Exhibition  Dancing 

Saturday,  September  28 
Morning  Gourd  Dancing 

12  noon  Grand  Entry,  Dance  & Drum  Contests 

Afternoon  Gourd  Dancing 

7 p.m.  Grand  Entry,  Contest  & Exhibition  Dancing 

Sunday,  September  29 

Morning  Gourd  Dancing 

12  noon  Grand  Entry,  Dance  & Drum  Contests 

Pow  Wow  Tickets:  $5  per  day  or  3 day  pass  for  $12.00 
Information:  Tel-  1-800-874-1741 


Date:  Sep  5,  1996 

From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  in  igc:indig. health 
"Native  American  HIV/AIDS  conference" 

SHARING  THE  VISION 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  SURVIVAL  IN  THE  AGE  OF  HIV/AIDS 

Portland,  Oregon 
September  23-27,  1996 

MEETING  DATES  Monday,  Sept.  23  - Friday,  Sept.  27 

AND  TIMES:  Monday  - Thurs.  9:00AM  - 5:00pm  each  day 

Friday  8:30AM  - 12  Noon 


MEETING  LOCATION:  Red  Lion  Hotel  Columbia  Riven 
1401  North  Hayden  Island  Drive 
Portland,  OR  97217 
(503)283-2111  phone 
(503)283-4718  fax 

CONTACT  INFO:  Ms.  Andrea  Green  Rush 

Tech.  Assist.  Coordinator 

National  Native  American  AIDS  Prevention  Center 

2100  Lake  Shore  Dr.,  Suite  A 

Oakland,  CA  94606 

(510)444-2051  phone 

(510)444-1593  fax 

E-Mail:  Andreagr@aol.com 


Maybe  see  your  there?  3ohn  Berry 


Date:  1:11  AM  Sep  13,  1996 
From:  vikey@vnet.net 

Sub  j : Indian  Trail  PowWow  in  Charlotte,  NC 

Metrolina  Native  American  Association 
presents  the  13th  annual 
INDIAN  TRAIL  POW-WOW 

(sponsored  by  the  NC  Arts  & Science  Council) 

September  27-29,  1996 
Indian  Trail,  North  Carolina 
(just  SE  of  Charlotte,  off  US  74) 

Free  Admission,  but  donations  accepted. 

GRAND  ENTRY  AT  1 O'CLOCK 

Native  American  Traders  and  Dancers 
(Please  bring  proof  of  Tribal  Affiliation) 

Native  American  Dance  Competition 
Native  American  Arts  & Crafts 
Native  American  Food 
Native  American  Music 
and  much,  MUCH  more! 

For  further  information,  please  call  Archie  Lynch  at 
(704)  331-4818,  and  please  tell  him  where  you  saw  this 
announcement . 

For  additional  information  about  Metrolina  Native  American  Association 
(who  is  presenting  this  Pow  Wow): 

http: //www. charweb .org/neighbors/na/na -metro. htm 


Date:  12:19  PM  Sep  13,  1996 

From:  wasicuwin@aol.com 

Sub j : Native  American  Day  Powwow,  Queens 

In  early  August,  Gov.  Pataki  signed  a bill  establishing  Native  American  Day 
in  NYS  which  will  be  observed  on  the  fourth  Saturday  of  September. 

The  Native  American  Warrior  Society  in  conjunction  with  Queens  councilman 
Alfonse  Stabile  will  present  the  first  annual  Native  American  Day  Powwow  on 
September  28th  and  29th,  rain  or  shine,  at  the: 

Ozone  Howard  Sports  Complex 
Centerville  Street  and  135th  Avenue 
Ozone  Park,  Queens,  New  York 

The  event  will  take  place  between  11:00  am  thru  8:00  pm  both  days 


Admission : 


Adults  $ 6 ; 

Children,  ages  5-12  $4. 

School  or  community  groups  of  youth  with  appropriate  supervision  may  make 
arrangements  for  1/2  price  admission. 

Indian  Dance  competition  fee  $20 

The  powwow  will  feature  Drums,  Singers,  Dancers,  Archery  and  pony  rides. 
Arts  and  Crafts,  Jewelry,  Storytelling,  and  a martial  arts  demonstration  by 
world  renowned  Grandmasters . 

For  information  call  800-410-5309 

Sken:nen  kenhak,  Sandy 


Date:  Tue,  17  Sep  1996  11:23:21  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  joseph  c winter  <jwinter@unm. edu> 

Sub j : 1997  Navajo  Studies  Conference 

Joseph  C.  Winter 

Director,  Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco 
Seed  Bank  and  Education  Program 
University  of  New  Mexico 
1717  Lomas  Blvd  NE 
Albuquerque,  NM  87131  USA 

http: //www. treaty7.org/friends/tnat/tnat . htm 

PRELIMINARY  CALL  FOR  PAPERS  AND  CONFERENCE  ANNOUNCEMENT 
TENTH  ANNUAL  NAVAJO  STUDIES  CONFERENCE 

WITHIN  AND  BEYOND  THE  SACRED  MOUNTAINS  - A DECADE  OF  CULTURAL  EXCHANGE 
The  University  of  New  Mexico  invites  you  to  participate  in  the  Tenth 
Annual  Navajo  Studies  Conference,  to  be  held  from  April  16-19,  1997, 
in  Albuquerque  on  the  campus  of  UNM.  This  is  a preliminary  call  for 
papers.  A more  detailed  announcement  will  be  forthcoming.  The  deadline 
for  Abstracts  is  December  16,  1996. 

The  general  conference  theme  is  "Within  and  Beyond  the  Sacred 
Mountains  - A Decade  of  Cultural  Exchange."  This  theme  recognizes  10 
years  of  Navajo  Studies  Conferences,  and  allows  for  a wide  range  of 
papers.  It  also  brings  the  Conference  back  to  UNM,  where  the  first 
one  was  held  in  1986. 

The  length  of  each  presentation  should  be  no  more  than  20  minutes, 
followed  by  a ten  minute  discussion  period.  Your  paper  abstracts  should 
be  no  longer  than  250  words.  Information  on  concurrent  sessions, 
workshops,  session  titles,  tours,  registration  and  other  details 
will  be  sent  out  in  the  next  few  weeks.  We  hope  that  the  conference 
can  be  held  at  the  same  time  as  UNM's  Nizhoni  Days,  which  are  hosted 
by  the  American  Indian  Student  Services  and  The  Kiva  Club. 

Send  abstracts  to: 

Lucille  Stilwell 

Director,  American  Indian  Student  Services 

1119  Mesa  Vista  Hall 

University  of  New  Mexico 

Albuquerque,  NM  87131 

505/277-6343 

for  now,  email  can  be  sent  to: 
jwinter@unm.edu 

Later  we  will  set  up  a special 
email  address  and  url 
Thankyou ! ! 


ACRA-L  - American  Cultural  Resources  Association.  To  unsubscribe 
send  mail  to  listproc@listproc.nonprofit.net:  UNSUB  ACRA-L 


Phone:  505-277-5853 
FAX:  505-277-6726 
email : jwinter@unm.edu 


To  subscribe  send  mail  to  that  address:  SUB  ACRA-L  YourFullName 
Report  any  problems  to  Thomas  R.  Wheaton  <tomwheaton@aol . com> 


Date:  9:20  PM  Sep  16,  1996 

From:  tpkunesh@chattanooga.net 

Sub j : Celebrate  TN  Native  American  Day 

[see  http://www.chattanooga.net/cita/TN-NA-Day.html  for  graphics,  and 
http://www.chattanooga.net/cita  for  further  info  on  CITA] 

Celebrating  Tennessee  Native  American  Day 
Wednesday,  25  September  1996  - Chattanooga 

All  Nations,  All  Peoples,  One  Purpose 

9-10  am  Camp  Cherokee  Recognition  & Memorial 
UTC  Scrappy  Moore  Practice  Field 

Recognizing  Chattanooga's  concentration  camp  used  in  the  1835-1838 
racial  cleansing  at  its  former  site,  now  the  University  of  Tennessee 
Chattanooga  Scrappy  Moore  Practice  Field  on  the  Tennessee  River. 

Purpose:  to  commemorate  the  site  of  Camp  Cherokee  for  the  first  time 
publicly  in  100  years,  to  remember  the  events  that  happened  here,  the 
burials  around  it,  and  to  erect  a sign  to  remember  the  site. 

Speakers:  Chief  Joyce  Dugan,  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  (invited;  not 

confirmed) 

Governor  Don  Sunquist  (invited;  not  confirmed) 

UTC  Chancellor  Frederick  Obear  (invited;  not  confirmed) 

Special  Invited  Guests  & Traditional  Flute,  Otter 

12-2  pm  Native  American  Day  Celebration 
with  Clyde  Bellecourt,  Anishinabe 
Miller  Park  Plaza 

We  celebrate  intertribal  Native  American  culture,  promote  unity, 
healing,  and  oneness-of-purpose  among  local  and  regional  Native  American 
groups  and  supporters,  bringing  together  people  with  the  goal  of 
protecting  and  preserving  known  and  yet-undiscovered  Native  American 
burial  and  cultural  sites,  and  invite  the  general  public  to  attend. 

Guest  Speaker:  Clyde  Bellecourt,  Anishinabe  (Chippewa,  Minnesota),  a 
founder  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  and  the  International  Indian 
Treaty  Council,  current  director  of  the  Peacemaker  Center  for  Indian 
youth,  organizer  of  the  National  Coalition  on  Racism  in  Sports  and  the 
Media,  currently  chairman  of  the  Board  of  American  Indian  OIC. 

Other  Speakers:  State  & Local  Politicians 

Environmental  Activists 
Special  Invited  Guests 

Doin  Us  September  25th 

The  Chattanooga  InterTribal  Association  (CITA)  meets  the  first  tuesday 
of  every  month  at  7pm  at  the  TVA  Solar  Institute  on  ML  King  Blvd.  Call 
423.  954.2376  for  more  info. 

Clyde  Bellecourt  will  be  in  town  thursday  & friday,  26  & 27  September, 
and  is  available  for  other  speaking  engagements, 
tom  kunesh,  CITA  Public  Relations  Committee  chairman, 
may  be  contacted  at  the  following  phone  numbers: 
pager:  423.  550.8271 
home:  423.  874.1798 


From  Char-Koosta_  News: 

Sep  27-29  2nd  Annual  Council  Tree  Powwow.  Delta,  CO  800-874-1741 

Sep  28-29  Northern  Plains  Powwow  and  Art  Show.  Sioux  Falls,  SD 
800-658-4797 


Oct  5-6  22nd  Annual  Powwow,  Honolulu,  HI  808-734-5171 

Oct  12  6th  Annual  All-Children's  Powwow,  Santa  Fe,  NM  800-607-4636 

From  _Positive  Notes_  Vol  3,  No.  2 

Sep  20-22  Native  American  Heritage  Pow  Wow,  Kentucky  Horse  Park 

Campground,  Exit  120  off  1-75,  Lexington,  KY  704-497-3370 

Sep  20-22  Great  Mohican  Pow  Wow.  Mohican  Waterslide,  Route  3 South, 
Loudonville,  OH  419-994-4008 

Sep  21-22  3rd  Annual  Miller's  Fall  Harvest  Powwow,  Miller's  Tree  Farm, 
11197  East  700  North,  Idaville,  IN  219  278  7021 

Sep  21-22  Annual  Trail  of  Courage  Festival.  4 miles  north  of  Rochester, 
IN  on  US  31  219  223-4436 

Sep  21-22  Annual  Kiser  Lake  Pow  Wow,  George  Rogers  State  Park 
Rt.  4,  Springfield  OH  513-663-4345 

Sep  21-22  Ramapough  Mountain  Powwow,  Polo  Field,  Rt.  202,  Mahweh,  NJ 
201-529-1171 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Frosty  Deere,  Stephen  La  Boueff,  David  B.  Bowden,  Linda  Crist,  3anet  Smith, 
Joseph  C.  Winter,  Gordon  Bainbridge,  Victor  via  Susanna  Shreeve,  Alan  Dixon, 
Ann  Stewart,  infoe  e.V.  Koeln,  Marsha  Matthews,  Wesley  3.  P.  Westphal  II, 
Suzanne  Fundingsland  via  John  Berry,  Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres, 

Gayle  Swanson,  Steve  Brock,  Dan  Umstead,  Save  Ward  Valley,  Larry  Innes, 
Bernadette  Chato,  Carol  Liu,  Debra  F.  Sanders 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  19  September  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Date:  6:43  AM  Sep  13,  1996 
From:  l.crist@worldnet.att.net 
Sub j : Upcoming  Pow  Wow 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

2nd  Annual  Indian  Summer  Pow-Wow 

Presented  by  the  Roanoke  County  Parks  Department  & George  Whitewolf 
October  12,  1996:  10:00  a.m.  - 8:00  p.m. 

October  13,  1996:  10:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m. 

Green  Hill  Park,  Salem,  Virginia 

Admission:  Adults  $6.00  Children  $3.00  (age  6-12) 

Under  age  5 are  free 


Native  American  dancing,  storytelling,  food,  crafts,  and  art. 

Visit  an  authentic  tipi  village,  see  a live  buffalo,  listen  to  Native 
American  flute  music,  and  enjoy  the  Saturday  night  bonfire.  And,  see 
Javier  Alarcon,  the  Aztec  Dancer  again. 

For  more  information,  contact  George  Whitewolf  at  (804)  929-6911  or 
(804)  929-0334.  Or  call  Roanoke  County  Parks  and  Recreation  at 
(540)  387-6086 


Date:  Tue,  17  Sep  1996  11:06:40  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  "Dr.  Eugene  Norman"  <normeu@ourbbs . frvs . org> 

Sub j : Northern  Indiana  Pow  Wow  - Saturday,  Sept.  21  (Crown  Point)  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Mon,  16  Sep  1996  18:24:18  -0400 
From:  christina.d.black.2@nd.edu 

Sub j : Northern  Indiana  Pow  Wow  - Saturday,  Sept.  21  (Crown  Point) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Keepers  of  the  Dream  will  sponsor  its  4TH  ANNUAL  BENEFIT  POW  WOW  on 
Saturday,  September  21  at  the  Lake  County  Fairgrounds  Industrial  Building 
in  Crown  Point,  Indiana. 

Proceeds  from  the  Pow  Wow  will  benefit  the  Lakota  on  Pine  Ridge.  The  Pow 
Wow  will  be  held  indoors  and  the  doors  open  at  11:00  a.m.  with  Grand  Entry 
at  noon. 

After  a dinner  break  from  4:00-5:30,  another  Grand  Entry  will  take  place  at 
6:00  p.m.  In  addition  there  will  be  craft  demonstrations,  food,  and  a raffle. 

SPECIAL  GUESTS:  LAKOTA  GEORGE  (Flute  Player)  and  EDDIE  SWIMMER  (Hoop  Dancer) 
HOST  DRUM:  WHITE  THUNDER 

Admission : 

$5:00  - Adults 
$4.00  - Teens 
Elders  Free 

Children  (10  and  under)  Free 

For  more  information  phone  (219)  663-4889 

«««< 1 1 1====|  1 1====|  I l====l  I l====l  I l====l  I l====l  I l====l  1 | ====»»»> 

Tina  Black  - Office  of  Undergraduate  Studies  - College  of  Arts  & Letters 
101  O'Shaughnessy  Hall  - University  of  Notre  Dame  - Notre  Dame,  IN  46530 

<<<««=====!  1 1====|  1 1====|  1 1====|  1 1====|  1 1====|  1 1====|  I l====l  1 | ====»»»> 


"RE : Oneida  Land  Claim  Dispute"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Sep  1996  16:31:25  +0000 

From:  umstead@oneida-nation.org  (Dan  Umstead) 

Sub j : Wisconsin  Tribe  Leaders  Jeopardize  Possible  Land  Claim  Settlement 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ This  article  is  being  approved  without  prejudice  with  regard  to  the 
opinions  expressed  herein  in  order  to  make  it  clear  that  there  is  at 
present  a dispute  between  the  New  York  and  Wisconsin  Oneidas.  Unless 
those  in  Wisconsin  who  are  spoken  of  here  as  having  broken  an  agree- 
ment are  able  to  come  forward  to  defend  their  position,  further  such 
bulletins  from  the  Oneida  faction  will  not  be  carried  on  this  list, 
in  order  that  this  forum  not  become  a medium  for  an  unbalanced  treat- 
ment of  the  subject.  It  would  seem  clear  that  feelings  on  both  sides 
are  running  high  - but  it  seems  unfair  that  those  with  superb  access 
to  Internet  facilities  be  permitted  a mechanism  to  present  their  side 
of  the  story  without  our  readers  being  able  to  hear  what  those  on  the 
other  side  feel  and  why  they  feel  as  they  do  and  are  taking  whatever 
action  they  are  in  fact  taking  in  this  matter.  If  anyone  reading  this 
article  can  alert  the  Wisconsin  Oneidas  to  the  fact  of  it  being  posted 
electronically  and  can  facilitate  their  posting  a response,  please  do 


what  you  can  to  help  them  get  their  response  into  this  same  forum  so 
that  we  might  understand  their  perspective. 

--Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us)  ] 

NEWS  --  NEWS  --  NEWS  --  NEWS  September  13,  1996 

For  Immediate  Release 

Wisconsin  Tribe  Leaders  Jeopardize  Possible  Land  Claim  Settlement 
-Refuse  to  Discuss  $300  Million  Compensation  - 

ONEIDA  NATION  TERRITORY,  via  Oneida,  NY  --  Leaders  of  the 
Oneida  Tribe  of  Indians  of  Wisconsin,  Inc.  are  jeopardizing  their  share  of 
the  largest  land  claims  case  in  the  United  States  by  their  flat  refusal  to 
discuss  a possible  settlement  for  them  in  the  range  of  $300  million. 
Leaders  of  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation  in  New  York  State  today  said  they 
were  alarmed  to  learn  that  officials  of  the  Wisconsin  Oneidas  are  willing 
to  undo  years  of  sensitive  negotiations  and  at  the  same  time  deprive  their 
members  of  economic  security  and  a brighter  future  for  their  children. 

Reports  are  that  the  leaders  of  the  Wisconsin  Oneidas  plan  to 
purchase  land  on  the  Oneidas'  reservation  in  New  York  State  in  an 
ill-advised  attempt  to  establish  a beachhead  in  that  state.  This  is  a 
complete  repudiation  of  an  earlier  written  promise  by  Wisconsin  tribe 
leaders  who  stated  they  would  not  establish  a foreign  government  in 
New  York  and  that  they  would  not  meddle  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
Oneida  Indian  Nation  in  New  York. 

Oneida  Nation  Representative  Ray  Halbritter  said  the  Wisconsin 
tribe's  acts  would  seriously  threaten  negotiations  with  New  York  State 
and  the  federal  government.  He  said,  "We  have  always  supported  proper 
restitution  to  be  made  to  Oneidas  for  the  illegal  sale  of  their  land, 
and  now  that  a possible  solution  is  at  hand,  it  is  unfortunate  that  the 
leaders  of  the  Wisconsin  Oneidas  are  willing  to  gamble  the  future  of 
their  own  members  on  a totally  unnecessary  ploy  they  promised  they  would 
not  do." 

"The  land  claims  case  has  been  dragging  on  now  for  decades," 
said  Halbritter.  "We  finally  have  within  reach  a reasonable  way  to  end 
this,  a way  to  protect  our  rights  to  our  land  and  that  generously 
compensates  the  other  parties  to  the  lawsuit  who  haven't  lived  in  New 
York  for  a long  time."  It  is  disheartening  to  think  all  of  this  may  be 
sacrificed  by  leaders  who  in  the  past  have  said  they  want  a settlement. 

We  are  distressed  they  have  broken  their  word. 

[ There  were  no  quotation  marks  in  the  original  text  of  the  above  two 
paragraphs.  I have  guessed  at  where  they  should  occur  from  the  context 
of  the  remarks.  I may  have  guessed  wrong  - but  I believe  that  if  I 
have  erred,  it  is  on  the  side  of  attributing  fewer  of  those  remarks  to 
Mr.  Halbritter,  rather  than  to  wrongly  attribute  to  him  something  he 
may  not  actually  have  said  and  may  rather  have  in  fact  only  been  part 
of  the  editorial  comments  of  the  press  release.  --Gary  ] 

We  have  never  objected  to  Oneida  Wisconsin  returning  to  the 
homeland.  We  understand  their  desires  to  return  to  the  land  of 
ancestors  and  would  welcome  their  return.  But,  we  cannot  accept  a 
foreign  government  over  our  people. 

Part  of  the  land  claim  solution  currently  under  discussion  would 
allow  the  Oneida  Nation  of  New  York  to  establish  a casino  off  reservation 
lands.  Proceeds  from  this  casino  would  then  be  used  to  compensate  the 
Wisconsin  Oneidas  with  $300  million  over  10  years  as  their  compensation 
in  the  land  claim  case. 

"This  win-win  solution,"  said  Halbritter,  "would  relieve  New  York 
State  from  the  burden  of  finding  money  it  doesn't  have  to  reimburse  all  of 
the  parties  in  the  land  claim  case."  It  also  would  preserve  the  Oneida 
Nation's  rights  to  the  land  it  has  fought  to  retain,  land  they  remained  on 
long  after  the  forbearers  of  today's  Wisconsin  Oneidas  sold.  Finally,  it 
would  give  the  Wisconsin  Oneidas  a large  sum  of  money  which  could  be 
used  to  ensure  the  economic  future  of  the  tribe's  members.  Other 
aspects  of  the  land  claim  settlement  are  still  under  discussion,  but  major 


progress  has  been  made  on  this  solution  to  compensating  the  Wisconsin 
Oneidas . 


[ Again,  it  is  unclear  how  much  of  the  preceeding  and  following  paragraphs 
represents  what  Mr.  Halbritter  actually  said.  I have  again  made  the  most 
conservative  assumptions  possible.  --Gary  ] 


This  is  a very  positive  solution  to  a difficult  question,  said 
Halbritter.  That  is  why  the  Oneida  People  of  New  York  are  bewildered 
and  disheartened  by  the  refusal  of  the  Wisconsin  leadership  to  even  talk 
about  it. 

New  York  State  officials  have  said  they  will  break  off  talks  with 
the  leaders  of  the  Wisconsin  Oneidas  and  consider  buying  land  on 
Oneida  reservation  land  in  New  York  as  a hostile  act  by  attempting  to 
establish  something  they  abandoned  here  150  years  ago.  Halbritter  was 
astonished  by  the  willingness  of  the  Wisconsin  leaders  to  so  quickly 
jeopardize  the  future  of  their  members,  adding  that  Indian  leaders  must 
have  as  their  first  duty  ensuring  the  well-being  of  the  Seventh 
Generation  to  the  future. 

For  more  information  contact  Tim  Close  at  1-800-819-5408,  Ken  Zeszutko, 
media  coordinator,  Oneida  Nation  Communications  Department,  (315)  361-7896 
or  send  email  to  umstead@oneida-nation.org 

For  more  information  about  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation  visit  - 
http://one-web.org/oneida/ 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Daniel  Umstead  The  Oneida  Indian  Nation 

Internet  Coordinator  "A  Sovereign  Nation 

Oneida  Indian  Nation  in 

http://one-web.org/oneida/  Cyber-space! " 

315-361-6300  http://one-web.org/oneida/ 


RE:  Ward  Valley  Action  Alert 


Date:  Sat,  14  Sep  1996  18:21:21  -0700 

From:  savewardvalley@mail . rippers . com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 

Sub j : Ward  Valley  Action  Alert 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  five  Tribes  of  the  Lower  Colorado  River  (Fort  Mojave,  Chemehuevi, 
Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes,  Quechan,  and  Cocopah)  need  your  help  in 
stopping  the  proposed  Ward  Valley  radioactive  waste  dump.  The  nuclear 
power  industry  and  their  friends  in  Congress  are  again  trying  to  force 
the  proposed  dump  onto  the  unwilling  tribes  and  people  of  California  and 
Arizona . 

Plans  are  to  dump  radioactive  waste  in  unlined  trenches  just  18  miles  from 
the  Colorado  River  on  land  held  sacred  by  the  nearby  tribes.  Ward  Valley 
legislation  will  be  voted  on  this  Tuesday,  September  17,  at  9AM.  Letters 
and  phone  calls  are  needed  immediately!  Please  see  attached  file  for  more 
information . 


September  14,  1996 

WARD  VALLEY  LEGISLATIVE  ALERT!!! 

Action  Needed  this  Monday! 

Senator  Murkowski  (R-AK)  will  attach  an  amendment  regarding  Ward  Valley  to 
the  Interior  Appropriations  bill  at  9:30  AM  on  Tuesday,  September  17.  The 
amendment  would  transfer  the  land  at  Ward  Valley  to  the  State  of 
California  for  construction  of  a radioactive  waste  dump.  Senator  Barbara 
Boxer  (D-CA),  opposes  the  Ward  Valley  dump  and  plans  to  filibuster  the 
amendment  by  reading  letters  from  dump  opponents  into  the  Congressional 
record.  She  is  especially  interested  in  letters  from  patients  who  feel 
they  have  benefited  from  nuclear  medicine  but  oppose  dumping  radioactive 
waste  into  the  environment. 


ACTIONS  TO  TAKE  ON  MONDAY: 


1.  Call  or  fax  your  Senators  (e-mail  will  not  be  read  soon  enough,  please 
take  a moment  to  send  your  letters  by  fax  or  give  a phone  call) : 


California  citizens: 

Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 
202.224.3841  phone 
202.228.3954  fax 

Ask  Senator  Feinstein  to  support  Boxer  in  filibustering  any  bill/amendment 
regarding  Ward  Valley. 

Arizona  citizens: 

Senator  3ohn  McCain 
202.224.2235  phone 
202.228.2862  fax 

Ask  Senator  McCain  to  support  Boxer  and  Feinstein' s filibuster  against 
Ward  Valley  legislation. 

2.  Fax  letters  opposing  the  dump  to  Senator  Boxer  for  her  to  read  into  the 
record  during  her  filibuster.  Make  sure  that  your  message  of  opposition 
to  the  Ward  Valley  dump  is  in  the  first  sentence  and  is  highlighted. 

Letters  of  any  length  are  appropriate  and  will  be  very  helpful! 

Senator  Barbara  Boxer 
Attn:  Linda  Delgado 
202.228.0026  fax 

For  more  information  contact:  Save  Ward  Valley  : 619.326.6267 
or  send  us  an  e-mail  at  savewardvalley@rippers . com 
or  visit  our  web  page  http://www.rippers.com/swv/valley.htm 

- — "RE:  Innu  Challenge  Labrador  Metis"  

Date:  Tue,  17  Sep  1996  14:46:23  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@ORION.YORKU.CA> 

Sub j : Innu  Nation  Challenges  Aboriginal  Status  of  Labrador  Metis 
Association 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
September  16,  1996 

"Innu  Nation  Calls  on  Labrador  'Metis'  Association  to  Prove  their 
Aboriginality" 

(Sheshatshiu)  Innu  Nation  President,  Peter  Penashue,  called  upon  the 
Labrador  "Metis"  Association  today  to  prove  that  its  members  are  really 
Aboriginal  people  with  Innu  ancestry.  Mr.  Penashue  said,  "We're  getting 
tired  of  hearing  all  these  claims  from  so-called  'Metis'  people  that  they 
are  Aboriginal  and  have  rights  throughout  Labrador  when,  in  fact,  they 
haven't  presented  a scrap  of  evidence  to  back  up  their  claims." 

"The  so-called  'Metis'  haven't  provided  any  land  use  documents  or  family 
tree  information  to  prove  they  have  Innu  ancestry  and  rights  in  Labrador, 
and  yet,  they  are  trying  to  muscle  in  on  scarce  funding  that  is  allocated 
to  people  of  truly  Aboriginal  ancestry,"  said  Mr.  Penashue. 

"Special  programs  and  funds  are  earmarked  for  Aboriginal  people  in 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  we  have  special  needs  as  colonized  peoples  who 
have  suffered  terribly  from  the  impacts  of  European  settlement.  Moreover, 
land  rights  negotiations  are  intended  to  resolve  outstanding  issues  related 
to  the  colonization  of  our  lands.  In  this  context,  it  really  hurts  the 
interests  of  legitimate  Aboriginal  people  when  various  people  of  dubious 
Native  ancestry-many  of  whom  continue  to  benefit  from  the  alienation  of  our 
lands-pretend  they  have  Innu  ancestry  without  a shred  of  evidence  to  back 
up  their  claims . " 

Mr.  Penashue  said  "the  membership  criteria  of  the  Labrador  'Metis' 
Association  are  so  loose  that  the  door  is  left  wide  open  to  non-Aboriginal 
people."  He  pointed  to  a clause  in  the  Articles  of  Association  of  the 


Association  that  states  that  membership  is  open  to  "Original  Labradorians/' 
meaning  people  "who  settled  in  Labrador  north  of  the  Pinware  River  prior  to 
1940,  who  [have]  remained  there  since,  and  their  descendants."  According 
to  Penashue,  "This  criterion  means  that  people  in  Port  Hope  Simpson,  who 
immigrated  to  the  region  from  Newfoundland  after  1934  because  of  lumbering 
operations,  are  members  of  the  LMA  and  are  considered  to  be  Aboriginal. 

This  is  completely  absurd." 

"I  understand  that  many  of  these  people  have  a strong  connection  to  this 
land,  and  I certainly  recognize  that  many  of  them  are  descendants  of  the 
original  Settlers,  but  being  Aboriginal  is  something  else  entirely.  I 
recognize  the  Settlers  as  real  Labradorians,  as  passionate  Labradorians, 
and  as  being  very  different  than  the  people  who  have  just  come  from  away." 
Penashue  continued,  "But  I also  remember  when  being  Aboriginal  meant  having 
brown  skin  and  being  stigmatized  by  non-Aboriginal  people  in  Labrador,  most 
Settlers  denied  any  Aboriginal  heritage.  But  the  second  they  saw  money  in 
being  Aboriginal,  they  all  of  a sudden  became  'Metis',  to  the  detriment  of 
the  Innu  and  Inuit." 

"The  media  are  giving  these  people  a free  ride,  without  asking  any  hard 
questions  about  the  validity  of  their  claims  to  being  Aboriginal.  It's 
high  time  journalists  in  this  province  stopped  accepting  at  face  value 
everything  Todd  Russell  and  his  colleagues  say  about  their  status,"  stated 
Penashue . 

In  closing,  Penashue  said,  "there's  one  quick  way  to  resolve  the  issue  of 
who  the  so-called  'Metis'  really  are.  Let  the  LMA  table  all  their  historic 
land  use  and  family  tree  information  immediately  with  the  Innu,  Inuit, 
federal  and  provincial  governments  so  that  we  can  determine  once  and  for 
all  whether  these  people  are  genuinely  Aboriginal  or  just  fakes  trying  to 
grab  scarce  funds  and  programs  that  are  supposed  to  be  for  genuinely 
Aboriginal  people." 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  — - 

Date:  Tue,  10  Sep  1996  12:44:06  -0600 
From:  chato@unm.edu  (Bernadette  Chato) 

Sub j : Schedule  for  Native  America  Calling 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Here's  the  latest  schedule  for  ^Native  America  Calling.*  Since  we  produce 
a new  show  every  day,  we  are  always  looking  for  knowledgeable  people 
(preferably  Native  Americans)  to  be  guests  on  our  show.  If  you  have  a 
recommendation  for  a guest  after  reading  the  topics  for  upcoming  shows, 
please  e-mail  our  producer  directly  at  harlan@unm.edu.  Your  help  is 
appreciated . 

A list  of  stations  follows  the  schedule.  If  you  want  to  find  out  more 
about  coverage  in  your  area,  please  follow  instructions  given. 

Thanks.  BC 

TO: PROGRAM  DIRECTORS,  GENERAL  MANAGERS 
FR: NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 
DT : SEPTEMBER  6,  1996 

RE : SCHEDULE  FOR  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING, 

SEPTEMBER  9-13,  1996 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING,  the  first  national  call-in  radio  program 
to  focus  on  Native  issues,  began  daily  one-hour  feeds  on  6/5/95. 

Feed  Time:M  - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 

Channel  Info:Channel  8 
PEV  Code  391 
Digital  Frequency  B68.2 
Galaxy  4,  Transponder  B 


Broadcast  Rights: 


Each  program  is  designed  for  live  use.  The  fee  to  carry  NATIVE 
AMERICA  CALLING  is  determined  on  whether  the  station  is  a member 
of  AIROS.  There  is  a set  fee  for  AIROS  members;  if  not  a member, 
fee  is  based  on  station's  annual  revenue. 


****  PROGRAM  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  **** 
Watch  the  DACS  or  your  FAX  for  updates!! 


HOST:  TOM  BEAVER 

WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  9/9  - 9/13: 

MON  - 9/9:  The  fascination  with  Native  Americans  is  stronger 

abroad  than  here  in  the  states.  Foreigners  are  flocking  to  catch 
a glimpse  of  real  live  Indians.  Why  is  there  such  an  overseas 
obsession  with  native  life?  Guests  include  international 
traveler  Ralph  Zotigh  of  the  Kiowa  Tribe. 

TUE  - 9/10:  Volumes  of  information  about  native  people  are  being 
collected  and  stored  onto  databases.  This  information  will  soon 
be  available  on  the  Internet.  Are  these  databases  helpful  or 
detrimental  to  native  families  and  individuals?  Data  gatherers 
Carl  Wain  and  Henrietta  Stockel  will  join  us. 

WED  - 9/11:  In  a remote  area  of  the  deep  South,  the  Mississippi 
Choctaw  are  quietly  flourishing.  How  have  these  people  pulled 
themselves  out  of  poverty  and  depression?  Can  jobs  and  cash  save 
a culture  from  extinction?  Choctaw  Chief  Philip  Martin  will  help 
us  seek  the  answer. 

THU  - 9/12:  Black  outs  and  power  outages  are  realities  we  all 
must  tolerate.  We've  become  so  reliant  upon  electricity. . .are  we 
prepared  for  life  without  it?  What  alternative  power  sources 
are  being  developed?  Guests  include  Anita  Blue  of  the  Turtle 
Mountain  Chippewa  reservation. 

FRI  - 9/13:  Wellness  Edition:  As  native  people  move  from  their 
birthplaces  to  cities,  available  Indian  health  services  can 
become  a key  factor  in  a family's  financial  survival.  Should 
native  people  expect  free  health  care  anywhere  in  the  country? 
Guests  TBA. 

+Native  America  Calling+  is  produced  and  directed  by  Harlan 
McKosato  (Sac  and  Fox  from  Oklahoma).  Tom  Beaver  (Muscogee 
Creek  from  Minnesota)  is  Host/Associate  Producer,  Features 
Producer/Editor  is  Bernadette  Chato  (Navajo  from  New  Mexico), 
and  Michelle  Cody  (Navajo  from  Arizona)  serves  as  Associate 
Producer . 

+NAC+  is  a production  of  Native  American  Public 
Telecommunications,  Inc.  Offices  for  ^Native  America  Calling* 
are  located  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  The  program  is  produced 
at  the  studios  of  KUNM  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico.  The 
staff  of  *Native  America  Calling*  can  be  reached  at  505-277-5201 
or  by  fax  at  505-277-4286.  Address  correspondence  to  PO  Box 
40164,  Albuquerque,  NM  87196,  or  e-mail  to  native@unm.edu. 

For  information  on  how  your  local  public  radio  station  can  carry 
the  program,  call  lohn  Belindo,  AIROS  at  1-800-571-6885  or  e- 
mail  to  his  attention  to  jbelindo@unlinfo.unl.edu. 

/////////////  WWWWWWW 

RADIO  STATIONS  AIRING  *NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING* 
Produced  in  Albuquerque,  NM 


KABR 

1500 

AM 

Alamo,  New  Mexico 

KBRW 

680 

AM 

Barrow,  Alaska 

KBSU 

730 

AM 

Boise,  Idaho 

KCIE 

90.5 

FM 

Dulce,  New  Mexico 

KCUK 

88.1 

FM 

Chevak,  Alaska 

KEYA 

88.5 

FM 

Belcourt,  North  Dakota 

KGHR 

91.5 

FM 

Tuba  City,  Arizona 

KGLP 

91.7 

FM 

Gallup,  New  Mexico 

KIDE 

91.3 

FM 

Hoopa,  California 

KILI 

90.1 

FM 

Porcupine,  South  Dakota 

KNSA 

930 

AM 

Unalakleet,  Alaska 

KOTZ 

720 

AM 

Kotzebue,  Alaska 

KRCL 

90.9 

FM 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

KSKA 

91.1 

FM 

Anchorage,  Alaska 

KSKO 

870 

AM 

McGrath,  Alaska 

KSUT 

91.3 

FM 

Ignacio,  Colorado 

KTDB 

89.7 

FM 

Pinehill,  New  Mexico 

KUNM 

89.9 

FM 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

KWSO 

91.9 

FM 

Warm  Springs,  Oregon 

KYUK 

640 

AM 

Bethel,  Alaska 

WYRU 

1160 

AM 

Red  Springs,  North  Carolina 

Most  stations  carry  *Native  America  Calling*  live  at  1300-1359 
Eastern  Time.  However  some  stations  opt  to  air  the  program  on  tape  delay. 
Call  the  particular  station  for  broadcast  time. 

If  you  do  not  see  a station  listed  for  your  area,  consider  calling 
your  local  public  radio  station  to  ask  if  they  could  carry  it.  The  rates 
are  VERY  reasonable.  Information,  including  rates  and  a demo  tape,  on 
*Native  America  Calling*  can  be  obtained  by  calling  John  Belindo, 
manager,  American  Indian  Radio  on  Satellite  Network  (AIROS)  at 
1-800-571-6885. 


Bernadette  Chato,  Features  Producer  Snail  Mail:  PO  Box  40164 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING  Albuquerque,  NM  87196 

The  Nation's  1st  Electronic  Talking  Circle  505-277-5354/FAX  505-277-4286 
Heard  on  public  radio  stations!  E-mail:  chato@unm.edu 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA 
Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NATIVELIT-L,  Triballaw-L  & NATIVE-L 
listservers;  UUCP  & genie  email;  Newsgroups : soc . culture . native, alt . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"You  tell  us  that  baptism  is  absolutely  necessary  to  go  to  heaven. 

If  there  were  a man  so  good  that  he  had  never  offended  Godj  and  if  he 
died  without  baptistry  would  he  go  to  hell,  never  having  given  offense 
to  God?  If  he  goes  to  hell,  then  God  must  not  love  all  good  people  since 
He  throws  one  into  the  fire." 

"You  teach  us  that  God  existed  before  the  creation  of  heaven  and  earth. 

If  He  didj  where  did  He  live  since  there  was  neither  heaven  nor  earth?" 

"You  say  that  the  angels  were  created  in  the  beginning  of  the  world  and 
that  those  who  disobeyed  were  cast  into  hell.  How  can  that  be  S0j  since 
you  say  the  angels  sinned  before  earth's  creation  and  hell  is  in  the 
depths  of  the  earth?" 

"You  declare  that  those  who  go  to  hell  do  not  come  out  of  itj  and  yet 
you  relate  stories  of  the  damned  who  have  appeared  in  the  world  --  how  is 
that  to  be  understood?" 

"Ahj  how  I would  like  to  kill  devilSj  since  they  do  so  much  harm!  But  if 
they  are  made  like  men  and  some  are  even  among  menj  do  they  still  feel 
the  fire  of  hell?  Why  is  it  that  they  do  not  repent  for  having  offended 
God?  If  they  did  repentj  would  God  be  merciful  to  them?  If  our  Lord 
has  suffered  for  all  sinnerSj  why  do  not  they  receive  pardon  from  Him?" 

"You  say  that  the  virgin  mother  of  lesus  Christ  is  not  God  and  that  she 
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never  offended  God.  You  also  say  that  her  son  has  redeemed  all  men  and 
atoned  for  all,  but  if  she  has  done  nothing  wrong,  her  Son  could  not 
redeem  her  nor  atone  for  her." 

Young  "savage"  seminarians,  12  - 15  years  old, 
to  the  Jesuit  father  Paul  Le  Jeune,  late  1630s 
Excerpted  from  _NATIVE  AMERICAN  WISDOM_ 

by  Kent  Nerburn  & Louise  Mengelkoch  (c)  1991.  New  World  Library, 

San  Rafael,  CA  94903. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

At  a recent  gathering  some  vendors  were  coaxed  into  breaking  their 
commitments,  and  set  up  at  another  gathering;  being  promised  there  were  more 
visitors  (customers)  because  the  site  was  closer  to  a major  highway. 

When  these  vendors  got  to  the  other  site  there  were,  indeed,  more 
visitors  (customers);  but  the  potential  sales  were  not  materializing  because 
there  were  no  dancers  to  keep  the  visitors  entertained.  The  dancers  had 
remained  with  their  friends  and  the  drum  they  had  come  to  join  at  the 
original  gathering.  There  was  a lot  of  unity,  good  times  and  sharing  that 
apparently  the  other  did  not  or  could  not  provide. 

There  are  a couple  of  lessons  to  be  learned  from  all  this 

Now,  some  good  news  just  in  for  the  Lenni  Lenape.  Good  prayer  that  you 
will  grow  stronger  after  winning  this  battle. 

Date:  Tue,  24  Sep  1996  11:42:11  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  LOZEN  <Lozen@cris . com> 

Sub j : Delawares  Are  Again. . .Sovereign 

For  those  of  you  who  haven't  heard,  yesterday  Ada  Deer  signed  the 
official  papers  restoring  the  Delaware  Tribe  of  Indians  to  full 
Federal  Sovereignty  status. 

Chief  Curtis  Zunigha  will  release  an  official  press  release  and 
statement  later. 

We  had... one  verrrry  nice  Tribal  Council  meeting  last  night!  (biggg  grin) 

Lozen,  Lenni  Lenape  (Delaware)/Apache  ...and  *danged*  proud  of 
the  folks  who  fought  for  the  restoration  of  our  rights  for  almost 
20  years .. .these  are  awesome  leaders  and  people,  folks! 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

===w=w===  gars@genie.com 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


Pant  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Peltier  Transfer 

- Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group 

- Another  Letter  from  Wal-Mart 

- Public  law  101-644 

- Public  Law  101-644 

- Leech  Lake  Power  Struggle 

- Oklahoma  Racist  Responds 

- Woman  w/  AIDS  at  Chowchilla 

- Tall  Oak  Article 

- Boundaries  and  Don  Maroc 

- North  American  Realism 

- Thakiwa  Foundation 

- Gila  River  Attorney  Opening 

- Poem:  Dances  With  Pain 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Peltier  Transfer"  -- 

Date:  Fri,  20  Sep  96  13:38:34  GMT 
From:  lpdc@idir.net  (Peltier  Defense  Committee) 

Sub j : Peltier  Transfer 

Newsgroups : alt . native , soc . culture. native 

The  telephone  and  fax  numbers  listed  for  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  have  been 
changed.  To  contact  the  B.O.P.,  call  the  Dustice  Department  switchboard  at 
202-514-2000. 

The  LPDC  will  keep  the  newsgroup  updated  as  the  situation  develops. 

Leonard  Peltier  was  able  to  phone  Ron  Lessard  of  the  LPFC  office  in 
Washington,  DC  this  morning  to  tell  him  that  prison  officials  have  asked 
that  Peltier  "pack  his  bags".  Again,  we  urge  supporters  to  call  202-514-2000 
and  ask  to  be  connected  to  the  Bureau  of  Prisons.  Ask  why  Peltier  has  thus 
far  been  denied  his  medical  records  (he  filed  a request  to  get  them  some 
time  ago)  and  why  he  has  not  been  able  to  get  a second  medical  opinion.  Let 
them  know  that  you,  as  a citizen  and  Peltier  supporter,  will  hold  them 
accountable  for  anything  that  happens  to  Leonard  Peltier! 

"RE;  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group"  

Date:  Thu,  19  Sep  1996  13:50:16  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Freedom  Fleart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Leonard:  LPSG 

UUCP  email 

Hi:  Well,  maybe  I am  being  optimistic  here,  but  I am  hoping  I will  remain 
at  least  well  enough  to  get  the  updates,  etc.,  about  Leonard  Peltier  out, 
beginning  _very_  soon.  I am  putting  together  a list  of  any  and  all  people 
who  care,  are  interested,  and  want  to  help,  on  an  LPSG/NET  GROUP  list,  so 
y'all  will  get  the  information.  If  you  would  like  to  be  added  to  my  net 
LPSG,  please  let  me  know,  and  I will  add  you  on.  Please  send  me  your  snail 
mail  address  and  your  phone  # as  well,  as  I need  to  be  able  to  reach  all  of 
the  people  in  my  LPSG,  when  and  if  something  comes  up,  that  requires 
immediate  action.  (I  will  always  post  first.) 

I will  write  up  a present  status  report  as  soon  as  I can,  and  also  a bit 
of  a background  sheet,  for  those  of  you  who  may  be  interested,  but  really  do 
not  know  exactly  what  happened.  Also,  for  some  of  that  information,  it  is 
easier  to  make  copies,  and  send  it  snail  mail.  I can  also  then  send  you 
petition  sheets  which  you  can  then,  in  turn,  get  signed  for  the  Clemency 
Campaign . 

Please  try  and  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible  if  you  would  like  to  be  on 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Mohawk  Immersion  Program 

- Defrauding  the  Western  Shoshone 

- Minnesota  Court  Strikes  Law 

- Police  as  Counterinsurgency 

- Temagami  Action  Alert 

- Caravan  for  Dustice  Itinerary 


the  list.  I will  not  be  posting  to  anything  _but_  that  list,  re:  Leonard. 
Otherwise,  some  of  you  would  get  double  posts,  and  it  might  get  a bit 
annoying,  not  to  mention  giving  you  more  email  to  wade  through.  It  would  be 
much  appreciated,  of  course,  if  you  would  pass  it  on  to  people  you  think 
would  be  interested,  and  might  help  us.  Leonard  deserves  to  be  a free  man, 
and  has  spent  20  years  too  long  in  prison,  for  a crime  he  did  not  commit. 

It  is  well  past  time  that  he  be  freed! 

Thanks,  and  my  very  best  to  you  all,  as  always. 

Love: 

Freedom  Heart 
f reedom@prairienet . org 
Freedom  LPSG 
FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! ! ! 

"RE:  Another  Letter  from  Wal-Mart"  


Date:  Fri,  20  Sep  1996  21:44:11  -0400 
From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - Fwd:  Another  Letter  from  Wal-Mart 


UUCP  email 


* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 
FOR  YOUR  INFO 

SUBHECT:  WAL-MART  / LEEDS,  N.Y.  SITE 


NEWS:  WAL-MART  OFFICIAL  ADMITS  IN  LETTER 

HUMAN  REMAINS  FOUND  ON  SITE 

For  sometime  now  the  North  American  Spirit  Lodge  has  been  involved  in 
monitoring  the  developments  of  this  issue  - and  has  been  supporting  the 
Mohican  Nation  in  their  struggle  to  stop  WAL-MART  from  building  on  this  site 
and  to  instead  preserve  the  site  at  Catskill  (Leeds)  N.Y.  (via  letter-writing 
campaign)  since  the  area  is  part  of  their  ancestral  territory  and  that 
particular  site  is  an  old  burial  ground. 

On  behalf  of  the  North  American  Spirit  Lodge  Council  a sincere  THANK  YOU  to 
N.A.S.L.  member  103123.2051@COMPUSERVE.COM  (MR.  ROD  WHITED)  for  sending  and 
allowing  us  to  share  the  following  information  he  received  from  WAL-MART  in 
response  to  one  of  his  letters. 

Miketben@aol.com  - N.A.S.L.  Correspondence  Secretary/Council  Member 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Forwarded  message: 

From:  103123.2051@CompuServe.COM  (rod  whited) 

To:  miketben@aol.com 

Date:  96-09-20  18:41:04  EDT 
Osiyo  Mike, 

I have  received  yet  another  letter  from  Wal  Mart  regarding  letters  I've 
sent  to  them  previously.  I am  enclosing  a copy  of  this  second  letter  for 
whatever  use  or  information  that  would  be  of  positive  use  in  this  matter. 

This  seems  to  be  a confirmation  that  remains  have  been  found.  I trust 
that  if  this  is  so,  Wal-Mart  has  as  indicated  contacted  the  State  of  New  York 
and  the  Mohican  Nation.  It  would  probably  be  wise  to  confirm  this  with 
someone  within  the  Mohican  Nation. 

If  Wal-Mart  has  indeed  consulted  with  the  Mohican  Nation  on  this  matter, 
it  would  be  a gratifying  sign  that  something  has  come  of  all  our  efforts  in 
writing  letters  to  Wal-Mart  on  this  important  issue. 

I posted  a copy  of  the  first  letter  to  you  several  weeks  ago. 


COPY  OF  LETTER  ATTACHED  BELOW 
Robert  D.  (Bob)  Cheyne 
Director  of  Community  Relations 
Wal-Mart  Stores,  Inc. 

Corporate  Offices 
702  S.W.  8th  St. 

Bentonville,  AR  72716 


September  12,  1996 


Mr.  Rod  Whited 

150  Seagrove's  Road 

Lacey's  Spring,  AL  35754 

Dear  Mr.  Whited: 

Please  allow  me  to  respond  to  your  letter  to  Mr.  David  Glass,  President/CEO 
of  Wal-Mart  Stores.  We  really  do  appreciate  your  concern  for  the  protection 
of  valuable  historic  sites,  especially  those  of  Native  Americans. 

Upon  locating  human  remains  at  the  site  we  have  selected  at  Catskill  (Leeds), 
NY.  we  immediately  reported  the  findings  to  the  appropriate(sp)  State  agency 
in  New  York.  As  a result  of  these  findings,  we  are  committed  to  protecting 
these  remains  in  a way  consistent  with  the  wishes  of  both  the  State  of  New 
York  and  the  Mohican  Nation. 

We  have  not  started  construction,  and  will  not  do  so  until  the  plans  for 
protecting  these  remains  are  complete.  Several  alternatives  are  being 
considered . 

You  are  correct  in  stating  that  Wal-Mart  has  observed  this  practice  in  the 
past.  We  have  many  associates  now  employed  by  Wal-Mart  who  trace  their 
ancestry  to  a Native  American  past.  We  could  do  no  less  than  to  honor  their 
heritage . 

Incidentally,  as  you  already  know,  we  are  right  in  the  path  of  the  "Trail  of 
Tears"  that  the  Cherokee  Nation  took  many  years  ago.  Again,  many  thanks  for 
your  letter  of  concern. 

Sincerely, 

Signed 
Bob  Cheyne 

BC:  bk 


"RE : Public  law  101-644"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Sep  1996  01:42:22  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Patricia  lane  Mix  <buffwmn@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Public  law  101-644"Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act  of  1990 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

There  is  nothing  in  this  Law  addressing  the  over  2 million  (1990 
census)  unregistered  Native  Americans . Untold  numbers  of  which  are 
Artisans  who  will  be  affected  by  this  law. 

The  Indian  Arts  & Crafts  Board. Fact  sheet  states. 

"What  certification  is  needed  for  an  Artist  to  be  Officially 
recognized  as  an  Indian  Artist? 

The  sections  of  the  act  that  deal  with  misrepresentations  specify 
that  a person  must  be  a member  of  an  Indian  tribe  to  be  considered 
an  Indian  Artist  or  for  those  who  are  not  members, must  be  certified  as 
an  Indian  Artisan  by  an  Indian  Tribe. 

For  purposes  of  this  law,  "Indian  tribe"  means  any  Indian 
tribe, band, nation, Alaska  Native  village, or  other  organized  group  or 
community  which  is  recognized  as  eligible  for  the  special  programs 
and  services  provided  by  the  United  States  to  Indians  because  of 
their  status  as  Indians.lt  also  includes  any  Indian  group  that  has  been 
formally  recognized  as  an  Indian  tribe  by  a state  legislature  or  by  a 
state  commission  or  similar  organization  legislatively  vested  with 
state  tribal  recognition  authority. 

Those  who  are  not  members  will  need  to  be  formally  certified 
as  an  Indian  Artisan  by  a federally-recognized  or  state  recognized 
tribe.  The  law  allows  this  alternative, but  tribes  are  not  required  to 


certify  non-members." 

(note.  It  is  my  understanding  non-members  are  not  being  certified) 

Speaking  Heart  to  Heart.  We  are  discriminated  against  because  our 
ancestors,  did  not  sign  the  Government  roles. We  do  not  have, and  can 
not  get  role  numbers, for  whatever  reason. 

We  have  all  lived  with  the  pain  this  causes.  Coming  from  Indian 
People, as  well  as  non-Indian  .We  know  who  we  are, and  stand  tall  together, 
with  out  role  numbers.  I am  a 54  year  old  Cherokee, Basket  Weaver. 

We  have  been  Self-Proclaimed, all  our  lives. On  Birth  Certificates, 

Death  Certificates, Marriage  Certificates, School  records, Service  records, lob 
applications, Voter  registration,Census  records. Any  piece  of  paper  that  asks 
who  we  are. 

Brothers, Sisters, with  role  numbers.  We  are  all  related. I ask  you  to 
stand  up  with  us. Help  avert  another  injustice. Ask  that  we  be  included 
in  SEC. 107.  As  self -Proclaimed  Indian  Artisans. 

With  out  a role  number.  Artisans  are  being  turned  away  as  venders 
at  some  pow-wows . Even  verbally  assaulted . Shops  and  Galleries  turn  Artisans 
away . Families  are  being  affected . Livelihoods  jeopardized. 

Contact  Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell 
Representative  Ion  Kyi  (r-AZ) 

Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Board, 

U.S.  Dept. of  Interior, Room  4004 
Main  Interior  Building 
Washington,  D.C.  20240 

Even  tho  our  eyes  may  never  meet  in  the  sunshine, I wish  to  thank 
all  of  you, out  there. 

Buffalo  Woman 

"RE : Public  Law  101-644"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Sep  1996  18:04:11  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  wolf  <wolfbros@zapcom . net> 

Sub j : re:  Public  Law  101-644"Ind 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

This  was  the  first  subject  I wanted  to  write  about  on  this  list.  Glad 
you  shuffled  the  Bones! 

I'm  47,  Choctaw/Chickasaw,  (OKLA)  and  unenrolled.  My  wife  is  Cheyenne, 
(NEB),  and  unenrolled.  We  went  every  route  with  the  BIA  twenty  years 
ago  trying  to  work  it  out,  but  the  clause  "recognized  in  the  community, 
by  Elders,"  etc.  was  enough.  Started  our  involvement  in  politics  at  Pit 
River,  in  1970,  a few  months  after  Richard  and  the  other  'All-Tribes' 
people  went  to  the  Rock.  DQU  was  next,  and  of  course  Nisqually  and  the 
convention  at  Tulalip.  Then  to  Gallup.  It  just  snowballed  after  that 
until  the  second  Knee.  (Of  course  the  battles  continue  everywhere)  So 
many  brothers  and  sisters  were  killed  or  went  to  prison  in  those  days 
too!  Our  children  were  coming  in  bunches  and  our  warrior  Society  pulled 
out  and  headed  for  the  hills.  Out  of  touch  for  ten  years.  The  families 
grew  and  spread  reaching  to  Canada,  Mexico  and  Europe. 

Our  children  have  been  raised  with  the  Drum!  Every  year  the  schools 
send  home  the  Native  American  Signup  sheets  so  they  can  get  Govt  $$$,  we 
just  send  them  back!  They  always  want  to  know  how  come!  We  go  to  Indian 
Health  for  dental  and  doctor  but  not  for  free! 

We  carry  our  Pipes  as  Honorably  and  Respectfully  as  we  can,  sweat 
regularly,  drum  and  sing  and  Giveaway,  SunDance  annually,  have  our 
Harvest,  Corn  Dances,  and  Solstice/Eqinox ' s.  Offer  our  Newborn  to  the 
Grandfathers,  celebrate  our  Daughters  Coming  of  Age  and  our  Sons-Going 
the-Mountain  at  puberty,  smudge  every  morning  and  say  our  Prayers! 

Hopefully  we  Honor  those  who  have  Passed  and  stay  North/South! 

BUT  WE  ARE  NOT  RECOGNIZED  BY  THE  GOVT  AS  NATIVE  AMERICAN!! 

Many  of  us  are  dark  skinned,  and  many  of  us  are  light-  we  don't  worry 
bout  that!!  We  know  who  we  are,  our  histories  go  back  25  to  30  years 
together.  We  don't  care  that  the  authorities  don't  recognize  us  or  offer 
us  their  indian  programs  and  scholarships! 


what  we  object  to  is  not  being  able  to  ask  for  Sacred  Site  protection 
for  our  Ceremonial  and  Dance  Grounds-  cause  we  don't  have  numbers  and 
aren't  originally  from  this  area.  Even  our  feathers  and  ceremonial  items 
are  'illegally'  possessed  and  subject  to  confiscation.  How  has  this 
come  about!  What  about  the  Native  American  Religious  Freedom  Act! 

One  of  my  Brothers  was  a world  renowned  artist  and  maker  of 
Ceremonial  Pipes  for  the  Northern  and  Southern  Cheyenne!  He  is  himself 
an  unenrolled  Cheyenne  by  blood  and  adopted  by  a Southern  Elder.  He 
fought  the  passage  of  this  bill  in  the  New  Mexico/  Arizona  area  and 
lost!  He  no  longer  could  label  his  art  'authentic,  or  use  his  Tribal 
affiliation  publicly.  Many  of  the  local  fullbloods  argued  against  him. 

They  knew  he  was  Native  American  but  this  was  a way  to  eliminate 
competition  and  better  their  economic  position.  Like  many  people  of  all 
races,  they  were  only  interested  in  'their'  Nation,  'their'  well  being! 

After  years  of  working  for  different  Elders,  and  Nations  to 
establish  their  'Rights'  and  force  the  U.S.  to  Honor  their  Treaties, 
many  of  the  Nations  just  turned  away  from  those  of  us  dis  or  relocated, 
who  live  in  cities  or  far  away  from  original  homes,  fullblood  and  mixed 
alike.  My  brother  was  so  hurt  he  turned  from  his  public  art  and  went 
into  drug  and  alcohol  counseling  where  he  could  make  a difference  one  on 
one.  So  also  many  others  pulled  back  to  their  own  families  and  groups  - 
not  completely  withdrawing  from  the  'Recognized  communities"  but  sitting 
like  shadows  on  the  edges! 

Hopefully  they  will  someday  return  to  the  old  standard  - where  one's 
history  and  community  recognition  will  be  enough. 

Until  then,  our  children  are  singing,  "Who  cares?  Look  at  us.  We 
are  Young  and  Strong!  See  the  way  we  live?  We  will  endure!" 

These  are  the  words  of  Csimu  Muppah. 

They  represent  only  myself  , my  family,  and  my  Society  Brothers  and 
Sisters!  Ho!!!!  (sorry  for  the  huge  post!) 

"RE : Leech  Lake  Power  Struggle"  

Date:  Mon,  23  Sep  1996  03:19:11  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Leech  Lake  Power  Struggle  --  9/23  update 

NEWS  RELEASE:  NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH 
AND  RESOURCE  CENTER 

September  23,  1993 

9/22  --  General  Assembly  at  Leech  Lake 

Leech  Lake  Chairman  Eli  Hunt  was  hospitalized  earlier  this  week  at  the 
Cass  Lake  Indian  Hospital.  Chairman  Hunt,  a diabetic,  was  suffering  from 
exhaustion  and  dehydration.  Hunt  has  been  putting  in  18  hour  days  dealing 
and  coping  with  the  ramifications  of  the  current  standoff  and  power 
struggle  with  the  Leech  Lake  Reservation  Business  Committee  (LLRBC).  The 
30  hour  hospital  stay  gave  Chairman  Hunt  a much  needed/earned  opportunity 
to  sleep. 

Petitions  for  the  removal  from  the  LLRBC  of  convicted  felons, 
Secretary/Treasurer  Daniel  Brown,  (who  will  begin  one  year  of  house  arrest 
on  Oct.  4)  and  District  Representative  Myron  Ellis,  (who  served  9 month 
sentence  at  Leavenworth  Federal  Penitentiary)  have  been  turned  over  to  the 
area  director  of  the  Minneapolis  BIA  office  by  the  acting  director  of  the 
Cass  Lake  office  of  the  BIA. 

Charges  by  LL  enrollee  Pete  White  against  District  Representative  Alfred 
Fairbanks  along  with  petition  for  removal  from  office,  signed  by  600 
enrolled  tribal  members  living  on  the  LL  reservation  were  submitted  to  the 
RBC  on  September  9. 

Salaries  of  top  officials  of  the  LLRBC: 

Alfred  'Tig'  Pemberton,  former  Chairman  - $83, 830/year 
Daniel  S.  Brown,  Sec/Treasurer  - $74,982/year 
Alfred  Fairbanks,  3r.,  District  I - $72, 720/year 
lack  Seelye,  District  II  - $72, 720/year 


Myron  Ellis,  District  III  - $72, 720/year 


Newly  appointed  Administrative  Staff  : 

Gerald  White,  Executive  Director  - $50/000/  year 

Linda  Dohnson,  Deputy  Director  - $45, 000/year 

Tom  Tillisch,  Acting  Controller  - $47,000/year 

Martin  Dennings,  Interim  Gaming  Director  - $47,000/  year 

Burton  Howard,  Gaming  Controller  - $45,000/  year 

Kay  Lego,  Asst.  Gaming  Controller  - $43, 409/year 

Former  Administrative  Staff: 

Roger  Aitken,  former  Exec.  Dir.  - $71,500/  year 

Donna  Murray,  former  Dep.  Dir.  - $47, 091/year  + $250/month  vehicle  allowance 
Terry  Hodder,  former  Controller  - $57,000/  year  + $300/month  vehicle  allowance 
Rob  Aitken,  former  Personnel  Dir.  - $32,000/  year 
Charlie  Brown,  former  Gaming  Dir.  - $66,144/  year 
Additional  Benefits  to  RBC  members: 

- Health  Insurance  Coverage  (single  or  family).  Dental,  & Eye  Care  (Note: 
you  never  see  these  guys  waiting  for  service  at  the  IHS  Clinic) 

- Pension  Plan  4%  of  salary  is  contributed  by  RBC,  in  Interest  Bearing 
Accounts 

- Life  Insurance  of  $250,000 

- Bonuses:  RBC  will  occasionally  receive  a special  bonus  per  member:  ie 
Christmas  Bonus  of  $500  or  $1000  per  member  (Note:  last  Christmas  LL 
enrollees  (18  years  of  age  or  over)  living  on  the  rez  received  Christmas 
bonus  of  $50;  but  only  if  they  picked  them  up  in  person  at  the  Cass  Lake 
Facility  Center  -this  meant  many  home  bound  elders  did  not  receive  the 
bonuses . ) 

- Stipends:  Each  RBC  member  receives  a stipend  for  sitting  on  special 
boards  or  commissions  within  the  LLRBC  organization 

1.  Bug-o-nay-ge-shig  School  Board:  $250  per  meeting  ($1500  per  year  per 
RBC  member) 

2.  Chapter  260  Board  of  Directors:  $250  per  meeting  ($1000  per  year  per 
RBC  member) 

Chairman  Eli  Hunt  accepted  a yearly  salary  of  $60,000.  He  refused  the 
$250,000  in  life  insurance.  He  has  refused  all  honorariums  offered  to  him 
both  from  Leech  Lake  and  from  the  MN  Chippewa  Tribe.  Chairman  Hunt's  own 
words:  "I  believe  I receive  a generous  salary  to  do  my  job  and  should  not 
receive  bonuses  that  other  reservation  employees  do  not  receive.  " 

Roger  Aitken,  Donna  Murray,  Rob  Aitken,  Charlie  Brown  are  still  being  paid 
by  the  four  RBC  members  (Brown,  Fairbanks,  Seelye,  and  Ellis  --  who  have 
confiscated  the  signature  plates  from  the  Tribal  Office)  even  though  these 
administrative  staff  members  were  dismissed  by  Chairman  Hunt  in  Duly. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Cass  Lake  still  refuses  to  recognize  duly 
elected  Chairman  Hunt  (who  is  recognized  by  the  BIA  and  is  a full  voting 
member  of  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe's  Tribal  Executive  Committee)  and 
his  authority  as  defined  in  the  MCT  Constitution  to  sign  checks.  At  this 
point  the  alternative  for  the  Leech  Lake  General  Council  and  Chairman  is  to 
file  an  injunction  against  the  bank  and  to  freeze  all  accounts.  This 
action,  if  taken,  would  result  in  loss  of  income  to  all  reservation  and 
casino  employees/families. 

The  4 RBC  members  continue  to  sabotage  and  stall  the  licensing  process  for 
the  interim  gaming  administrative  staff;  placing  Leech  Lake's  2 Casinos  in 
jeopardy  of  being  shut  down  by  the  National  Indian  Gaming  Commission. 

True  to  form  and  established  pattern,  the  4 RBC  members  continue  to  meet  in 
special  (secret)  sessions,  without  the  duly  elected  Chairman,  and  continue 
to  pass  illegal  ordinances  to  justify  and  cover  (retroactively)  their 
actions  and  circumvent  the  constitution  and  by-laws.  Their  most  recent 
"retroactive  ordinances"  rescind  the  responsibility  and  authority  of  the 
Chairman  to  sign  checks  and  rescind  the  responsibility  and  authority  of  the 
Chairman  to  appoint  and  oversee  the  administrative  staff.  (Note:  This  is 
referred  to  locally  by  true  Anishinabeg  as  the  "Chippewadena  style"  of 
governing  and  government  ! ! ) 

The  4 RBC  members  have  also  contracted  a non-Indian  accounting  firm  "to 
confirm"  the  signatures  on  the  petitions  for  removal  from  office.  More 


stall  tactics  and  waste  of  tribal  resources.  This  is  a task  that  has 
already  been  accomplished  by  a committee  of  enrolled  members  of  the  band 
and  can,  in  reality,  be  accomplished  by  any  tribal  members  who  can  read  the 
enrollment  records. 

HEAR  THE  VOICES  OF  THE  LEECH  LAKE  ANISHINABEG: 

General  Council  Member  Louis  Boyd  asked  how  was  the  tribal  government  run 
and  recognized  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Minnesota 
Chippewa  Tribe  in  1964.  Commenting  that  when  his  mother  served  on  the 
Tribal  Council  at  that  time  (as  Secretary/Treasurer)  the  local  Indian 
councils  were  recognized  and  had  a voice  in  the  tribal  affairs. 

Elder  Liz  Boyd  spoke  up  and  clarified  for  the  general  assembly,  "When  I was 
the  secretary  and  treasurer,  we  had  $300  in  the  treasury.  We  didn't  have 
any  money.  All  we  got  paid  was  $10  for  gas  money.  There  wasn't  any  money 
to  fight  over  in  those  days.  Back  then  we  all  got  along." 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Bernard  1.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : Oklahoma  Racist  Responds"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Sep  1996  11:52:50  -0400 
From:  "Iordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@dicks hovel . com> 

Sub j : Oklahoma  Racist  responds... 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

Good  day  all . . . 

The  impact  of  our  email  campaign  to  hold  hold  The  Geary  Star  and  it's 
racist  publisher  responsible  for  his  recent  comments  has  surfaced  in  The 
Watonga  Republican ...  I am  including  that  data  here.  Of  particular 
importance,  in  my  opinion,  is  that  the  racist  has  not  apologized  for  his 
statements.  Accordingly,  I ask  that  you  continue  to  voice  disapproval 
via  the  response  site  to  be  found  at 

<http://www.netgate.net/~jsd/rac.html>  so  as  to  force  Bingham  into  a 
"formal"  apology  and  retraction  for  his  racist  stance. 

Here  is  the  latest  data  re  this  fight  with  Bingham. . .this  info  can  be 
found  at  <http://www.netgate.net/~jsd/watonga.html>: 

THE  WATONGA  REPUBLICAN 
Wednesday,  Sept.  18,  1996 
"GEARY  STAR  GAINS  INTERNET  NOTORIETY 
Geary  Star  publisher  Fred  Bingham's  controversial  comments  in  his  Aug. 

29  "Ramblin'  On"  column  were  posted  on  the  Internet's  World  Wide  Web, 
where  they  drew  some  150  responses. 

Bingham  had  written  about  inebriated-appearing  Indians  scaring  off 
visitors  to  the  Kent  and  Helen  Ruth  home  and  suggested  dressing  them  up 
and  putting  up  a tipi  and  sweat  lodge  behind  them  and  charging  tourists 
to  go  inside.  Terms  used  by  internet  browsers  to  characterize  Bingham's 
column  included  "insensitive",  "misguided",  "ignorant",  and  "racist". 

Bingham  responded  in  his  Sept.  12  edition  to  some  of  the  local  criticism 
by  printing  a humorous  lead  story  with  large  headlines  ("EXTRA!  EXTRA! 

Read  All  About  It!  STAR  Publisher  Called  Ignorant  Racist  and  Purveyor  of 
Off  Color  Comments").  The  story  was  about  his  deciding  to  do  some  farm 
work  instead  of  going  to  the  Tri-County  Fair,  to  avoid  possible 
confrontations,  and  of  patrolling  the  perimeters  of  his  rural  property 
with  some  gun-toting  friends... 

He  answered  some  local  letters  by  saying,  "I  would  never  'poke  fun'  at 
members  of  your  tribe  regardless  of  condition...  If  this  is  the  way  the 
item  was  perceived,  you  are  wrong."  He  apologized  for  his  ignorance  of 
Arapaho  culture. 


However,  the  issue  didn't  stop  there. 

Alton  Harrison,  an  Arapaho  leader  from  Geary,  had  notified  a friend  in 
Ashland,  Ore.,  Joseph  Thompson,  about  the  column,  and  Thompson  proceeded 
to  put  Bingham's  column  on  the  World  Wide  Web  and  to  invite  comments 
from  others. 

Thompson  wrote  Bingham,  "I  have  had  the  great  honor  to  develop  a close 
friendship  with  an  Arapaho  elder  residing  in  your  community.  Through 
this  friendship,  and  through  participation  in  Arapaho  prayer  lodges,  I 
have  gained  a deep  and  abiding  respect  for  this  ancient  Native  American 
spiritual  tradition.  The  Arapaho  prayer  lodge  has  brought  balance  and 
focus  to  my  life  and  a respect  for  the  dignity  and  sacredness  of  all 
life. 

"...When  I read  the  insensitive  and  ignorant  remarks  in  your  column,  my 
immediate  inclination  was  to  react  with  anger.  The  Arapaho  prayer  lodge 
has  taught  me  to  react  with  sympathy  to  your  misguided  sentiments..." 

Alton  Harrison's  comments  that  were  put  on  the  Internet  included; 
"Bingham's  attitude  is  typical  of  the  town  government  and  most  of  the 
merchants.  One  thing  that  is  very  irritating  is  that  one  of  the  "street 
drunks"  is  a survivor  of  the  Bataan  death  march  and  several  of  the 
others  are  war  veterans  who  fought  for  this  country  so  that  Mr.  Bingham 
could  be  on  the  US  government  payroll  as  a postal  worker." 

One  of  the  comments  was  from  David  Bowden,  who  stated  he  had  been  asked 
by  US  Senator  Edward  Kennedy  to  submit  to  him  concerns  on  issues  he 
finds  important.  Bowden  said  he  would  make  Sen.  Kennedy  aware  of  the 
comments  and  also  would  research  "to  whom  in  the  United  Nations  this 
should  be  made  aware  of... Freedom  of  the  press  is  one  thing,  but 
stereotyping  a race  that  could  lead  to  racism  which  can  lead  to  genocide 
is  another" . 

He  noted  that  German  journalist  Julius  Streicher  had  been  convicted  of 
"crimes  against  humanity"  for  having  written  "a  series  of  virulently 
anti-semitic  editorials  and  news  stories  that  depicted  Jews  in  a 
derogatory  fashion."  "The  war  crimes  court  found  Streicher  guilty  of 
dehumanizing  Jews,  which  allowed  genocide  to  occur  against  them,"  Bowden 
wrote . 

Following  are  excerpts  from  other  scathing  Internet  comments,  none 
intended  to  bolster  the  Geary  publisher's  ego: 

April  Houghton,  Bellville,  Mich.:  "I  find  the  depth  of  your  ignorance 
shocking. .. Perhaps  you  felt  your  comments  were  satirical  and  humorous. 
Pain  and  anguish  NEVER  are!  ...Why  would  anyone,  especially  a well-known 
citizen,  desire  to  further  degrade  and  lower  the  circumstances  these 
individuals  are  in?" 

Suzanne  Fredregill,  Des  Moines,  Iowa"  "I  can  and  will  NOT  tolerate 
racism  in  any  manner." 

David  Smith,  professor  of  theology.  University  of  St.  Thomas,  St  Paul 
Minn.:  "If  you  were  to  accept  the  invitations  offered  you  to  participate 
in  Native  American  customs  such  as  sweat  lodge,  I'm  sure  your  readers 
would  be  interested  in  reading  your  reflections  on  that  experience.  That 
could  be  a way  to  offer  a sincere  apology  to  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho 
population  of  Geary... It  would  help  your  readers  to  overcome  stereotypes 
and  prejudices." 

J.  S.  Haynes,  Top[eka,  Kan,:  "I  am  always  disbelieving  whenever  I run 
across  something  so  mindlessly  racist  and  disrespectful, ...  I understand 
your  town  is  dying  economically.  Published  racist  remarks  like  these 
will  not  attract  anything  good  to  help  you  or  your  neighbors." 

R.  B.  Keohane,  MD,  Wayne  Penn.:  "I'll  bet  your  family  reunions  would  be 
a real  tourist  attraction.  Maybe  you  could  market  that  for  the  town. 
People  could  come  from  all  over  just  to  see  that  people  like  you  still 
exist . " 

Jerry  Marr,  Eugene,  Ore.:  "As  a native  son  of  Oklahoma,  I am  ashamed  of 
your  obtuse  statements .. .you  owe  an  apology  not  only  to  the  C-A  people 
of  Geary,  but  also  to  the  non-Native  American  residents  who  do  not  share 
your  bigoted,  misinformed  perspectives.  Those  people  nevertheless  will 
be  viewed  in  an  unfavorable  light  well  beyond  Geary.  The  whole  world  is 
watching,  Mr.  Bingham." 

Kristy  Offineer,  Ashland,  Ore.:  "When  are  you  Okies  going  to  stop 


embarrassing  yourselves  and  everyone  else  who  used  to  live  in 
Oklahoma !... I am  also  a journalist  grad  from  OU  and  I am  always  stunned 
by  the  insensitive  remarks  made  by  the  white-dominated  "family"  owned 
press" 

Dorothy  Lippert,  Austin,  Texas:  "The  racist  comments ...  are  ridiculous 
and  insulting.  You  bring  dishonor  on  your  community  by  this;  it  leads 
outsiders  to  believe  that  all  people  in  your  town  are  small  minded  and 
ignorant . " 

Hilda  Marshall,  (no  address):  "How  about  a polite  retraction  of  that 
kindergarten-style  smear  of  your  ailing  neighbors,  and  a resolution  to 
regard  and  portray  your  C-A  citizens  as  humans,  just  like  you?" 

Mary-Ann  Greanier,  Plainville,  Miss.:  "I  find  the  depth  of  your 
ignorance  shocking  and  appalling. .. I also  urge  you  to  get  help;  consult 
with  and  learn  from  your  white  brothers  and  sisters  (of  whom  I am  one) 
who  feel  shame  and  disgust  at  you  and  your  behavior  and  who  might  give 
you  some  guidance  with  addressing  your  racism  and  hatred.  We  as  white 
people  must  deal  with  each  other  on  these  matters;  it's  not  the  job  of 
People  of  Color  to  educate  us  about  our  ignorance,  hatred,  power  and 
privilege.  Please  deal  with  yourself  before  you  do  anyone  any  more 
harm. " 

Wayne  Fielder,  Harrodsburg,  KY, : "If  we  follow  your  logic,  why  don't  we 
parade  sick  lews  in  front  of  concentration  camps  in  Germany  or  hold  mock 
slave  auctions  in  the  Charleston  Harbor  or  maybe  even  charge  admission 
to  see  the  autopsy  photos  of  the  people  who  were  killed  at  the  Federal 
Building  in  Oklahoma  City?" 

Renn  Tulison,  Arkadelphia,  Ark,:  "You  stated  that  'if  we  would  dress 
these  citizens  in  native  dress...'  as  though  they  were  Barbie  dolls  for 
display  and  sale.  People  are  not  yours  to  dress  and  display  for  profit. 

If  you  want  such  a tourist  attraction,  it  would  be  better  (since  the 
choice  would  be  yours)  for  some  whites  to  dress  up  as  drunken  settlers 
or  cattle  rustlers  complete  with  saloon  and  perhaps  even  a mock 
bordello... I loved  living  in  Oklahoma  and  I remember  the  image  problem 
with  which  the  state  often  tried  to  deal.  Your  comments  do  not  help  such 
matters.  " 

Penelope  C.  Mayer,  Palm  Harbor,  Fla.:  "You  are  an  insult  to  humanity." 

David  Evans,  Springfield,  Va.:  "I  find  the  depth  of  your  ignorance 
shocking. " 

Karen  I.  Gould,  Plymouth,  Mich.:  "I  am  non-Native,  but  whoever  you  are, 
whatever  your  ethnic  heritage,  I claim  no  kinship  with  you  and  I want  no 
part  of  your  bigotry  and  racism." 

Mitch  Labuda  (no  address):  "If  you  want  to  increase  tourism  in  your 
community,  put  your  small  minds  on  display.  I would  be  willing  to  pay  to 
see  them." 

Ayatohihi . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  (4  Star  Magellan  site) 
http : //www. pobox. com/~j  sd/ firstnations . html 
Wounded  Knee  Home  Page 
http : //www. pobox. com/~jsd/WKmasscre . html 
American  Indian  Movement 
http : //www. pobox. com/~j  sd /McCloud . html 

"RE : Woman  w/  AIDS  at  Chowchilla"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Sep  1996  15:47:00  -0400 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi.net> 

Sub j : Alert!!  Woman  w/  AIDS  at  Chowchilla 

UUCP  email 
Greetings, 

I would  like  to  bring  the  following  to  your  attention. 

Thank  you  for  any  attention  you  may  care  to  give  this. 

Ish 

=-=-=>>>>  <<<<=-=-=-=-= 
DON'T  LET  PATTY  CONTRERAS  DIE  OF  AIDS  IN  PRISON 


ACTION  ALERT 


Patty  Contreras  is  a Native  American  (Apache)  woman  imprisoned  at  the 
Central  California  women's  Facility  in  Chowchilla,  Patty  has  already  served 
ten  years  in  prison  and  is  now  in  the  very  late  stages  of  full  blown  AIDS. 
Her  CD-4  count  is  1 and  because  of  wasting  syndrome  she  weighs  only  80 
pounds.  Even  with  assistance  she  can  only  walk  approximately  eight  feet. 

It  is  clear  that  this  woman  no  longer  has  the  strength  or  the  stamina  to  be 
danger  to  society,  however  on  September  6,  1996,  much  to  our  alarm  and 
dismay  she  was  denied  parole.  This  decision  can  still  be  reversed. 

Therefore  we  are  asking  for  your  help  in  quickly  writing  to  the  Board  of 
Prison  Terms  and  asking  for  Patty's  release  to  her  family  and  friends  who 
have  already  agreed  to  care  for  her  in  her  last  days.  (See  attached  sample 
letter.)  If  the  Parole  Board  cannot  be  convinced  to  release  her  on  parole, 
then  we  need  to  insist  that  she  be  freed  on  compassionate  release.  The 
parole  board  has  the  power  to  grant  her  early  medical  release.  Please  fax 
your  letter  to: 

Mr.  lames  Nielson,  Chairman 
Board  of  Prison  Terms 
428  1 Street.  4th  Floor 
Sacramento,  California  95814 
Fax  No.  (916)  445-6242 

For  more  information  about  Patty  Contreras  and  the  struggle  for 
compassionate  release  for  prisoners  with  HIV/AIDS  and  other  terminal 
illnesses,  contact  the  HIV/AIDS  in  Prison  Project  of  Catholic  Charities, 
(510)  834-5656,  ext.  3150. 

SAMPLE  LETTER 

Mr.  lames  Nielson,  Chairman 
Board  of  Prison  Terms 
428  1 Street.  6th  Floor 
Sacramento,  California  95814 
Fax  No.  (916)  445-5242 

Dear  Chairman  Nielson: 

We  are  greatly  alarmed  and  saddened  at  the  September  6,  1996 
decision  of  the  Board  of  Prison  Terms  to  deny  parole  to  Patty 
Contreras,  a woman  incarcerated  at  the  Central  California  Women's 
Facility  in  Chowchilla.  Ms.  Contreras  is  in  the  very  late  stages  of  full 
blown  AIDS,  and  is  expected  to  die  within  the  next  six  months,  per  the 
Chief  Medical  officer  at  the  prison  she  is  in.  She  can  no  longer  walk 
without  assistance  due  to  neuropathy,  weighs  only  80  pounds  and  has 
a CD-4  count  of  1.  Additionally,  there  is  a community  of  AIDS  service 
providers,  care  givers  and  friends  in  the  San  Diego  area  who  are 
willing  to  take  care  of  Patty  during  the  last  period  of  her  life.  Her 
medical  care  would  be  completely  paid  for  by  these  agencies. 

Patty  Contreras,  a woman  dying  of  AIDS-related  complications, 
is  clearly  no  longer  a threat  to  the  community.  Please  reconsider  and 
grant  her  parole,  or  if  you  can  see  no  way  that  this  is  possible,  please 
grant  her  immediate  compassionate  release.  We  urge  your 
immediate  attention  to  this  request  for  reconsideration. 

Sincerely, 

< > 

Prison  Activist  Resource  Center 
Institute  for  Global  Communications 
<parcer@igc . org> 

<igc-info@igc . org> 

PO  Box  3201  Berkeley  CA  94703 
PO  Box  29904  San  Francisco  CA  94129 

Home  of  DusticeNet  & the  Prison  Issues  Desk  <prisondesk@igc . org> 

+++  RESOURCES  FOR  ORGANIZERS,  EDUCATORS,  ACTIVISTS  +++ 
http://www.igc.org/prisons  - OR  - http://www.igc.org/justice 

< > 

For  progressive/radical  info  on  prison  & justice  issues,  send  e-mail  to 
<parc-info@igc .org>  or  <justice-info@igc.org>  (auto-reply).  For  IGC,  see 
above  or  http://www.igc.org.  IGC-  INTERNET  FOR  PEOPLE  - NOT  FOR  PROFIT 


RE:  Tall  Oak  Article 


Date:  Sun,  22  Sep  1996  16:22:57  -0400 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub  j : Tall  Oak  article,  2nd  part 

UUCP  email 

— "Preconceived  notions  and  assumptions  that  result  from  these  images  make 
understanding  even  more  difficult.  Because  it  is  a subject  a lot  of  people 
are  uncomfortable  with.  People  are  reluctant  to  discuss  it  except  behind 
Peoples  backs  or  under  the  table,  but  unless  it  is  discussed  out  in  the  open, 
that  under  current  of  negativity  that  breeds  distrust  will  continue  to  damage 
our  chances  for  building  the  kind  of  Indian  Unity  that  is  essential  to  our 
survival  as  a People. 

In  the  year  1978,  same  year  as  the  Mashpee  Land  Claim  Decision,  there  was 
much  debate  among  the  Federally  Recognized  tribes,  who  were  primarily  in  the 
west  at  the  time,  about  the  issue  of  expanding  Federal  Recognition.  In  the 
mid-March  of  that  year,  N.A.C.I.  and  U.S.E.t.  (United  South  Eastern 
Tribes)held  a conference  to  deal  with  the  issue  of  expanding  Federal 
Recognition  to  a degree  that  might  include  some  Eastern  Tribes. 

After  considerable  discussion  that  resulted  in  the  unanimous  adoption  of 
12  principals  of  recognition  (not  to  be  confused  with  the  BIA/BAR  set  of 
rules  FSS)  we  had  the  support  of  our  Federally  Recognized  brothers  in  our 
378  year  struggle  for  survival  as  a People.  If  the  few  negative  voices  had 
prevailed,  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  and  other  Eastern  tribes  may  never  have 
gotten  the  federal  recognition  that  has  led  to  the  most  successful  Indian 
Reservation  and  Casino  in  North  America,  and  the  largest  Pow  Wow,  as  well, 
all  located  today  at  Mashantucket.  (Ledyard,  Ct-FSS) 

Only  because  we  were  able  to  stand  together  and  make  that  powerful  fist 
was  it  possible  for  "divide  and  conquer"  to  not  work  as  well  as  it  had  in 
the  past  to  cut  off  our  separated  fingers  one  at  a time.  Because  we  learned 
one  valuable  lesson  from  history,  we  were  not  doomed  to  repeat  it.  Because 
it  is  so  easy  to  forget,  we  have  to  remember  that  when  Indians  fight  Indians, 
the  only  one  who  wins  is  the  white  man. 

When  we  have  the  opportunity  to  meet  at  large  gatherings  such  as  Schemitzun, 
let  us  leave  the  disease  of  white  acceptance  and  all  such  negativity  out  of  our 
circles,  instead  work  at  the  spiritual  healing  that  is  mandatory  to  our 
survival  as  Indian  People. 

Respect  is  the  most  vital  of  all  Indian  traditions.  Let  us  always  meet 
each  other  with  that  respect  and  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  learn 
about  each  other,  try  to  understand  those  things  that  make  us  different  and 
why  they  exist,  and  to  respect  those  differences. 

Everything  has  a reason  and  is  all  part  of  the  Creator's  Plan.  They  are 
not  accidents.  We  only  say  this  when  we  don't  know  the  Creator's  Plan.  If 
we  choose  to  focus  on  those  things  that  unite  us,  we  will  build  the  unity 
that  is  part  of  the  Creator's  Plan,  instead  of  going  against  it. 

There  is  so  much  we  can  learn  from  each  other,  if  we  meet  each  other  with 
respect.  Let  us  try  to  learn  more  about  each  other's  histories  to  each 
understand  why  we  are  where  we  are  today  and  where  we  can  go  from  there. 

Here  in  the  East,  we  have  over  500  years  of  history  dealing  with  the  white 
man  and  can  serve  as  a mirror  of  the  future  for  tribes  with  a shorter 
experience,  if  they  choose  to  learn  the  lessons  that  our  history  has  to 
teach,  because  we  have  endured  a lot  in  order  to  survive. 

What  you  see  with  only  your  eyes  is  the  result  of  that  struggle  and 
survival  takes  many  forms  as  the  circumstances  dictate.  We  do  what  is 
necessary  with  what  is  available--  until  we  understand  those  details  about 
each  other,  we  are  not  qualified  to  do  anything  but  make  assumptions. 

Eleven  years  ago  I found  I had  Cancer,  but  Creator  has  blessed  me  with  more 
time  to  be  here,  for  which  I am  always  grateful.  I don't  believe  Creator 
left  me  here  to  be  mis-treated  by  other  human  beings  or  for  me  to  mistreat 
them. 

We  all  have  one  basic  purpose  in  being  here  and  that  is  to  prepare 
ourselves  for  when  we  leave  here  and  we  do  that  best  by  being  good  to  one 


another.  Love  has  no  value  until  you  give  it.  Let  us  meet  again  when  our 
Paths  cross  for  Grand  Entry  and  have  good  minds  filled  with  good  thoughts 
when  we  enter  the  Circle." 

- "RE:  Boundaries  and  Don  Maroc"  

Date:  Sat,  21  Sep  1996  19:57:03  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  steve  laboueff  <laboueff@unm.edu> 

Sub  j : boundaries  and  Don  Maroc 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 

Native  peoples  always  had  their  boundaries  too--they  just  weren't  the 
political  and  Nationalist  ones  that  keep  us  apart  now.  I teach  social 
psychology  from  a Native  perspective  and  work  hard  at  dissolving  the 
artificial  boundaries  that  we  as  human  beings  construct  to  identify  and 
separate  ourselves.  My  students  are  from  many  Native  nations  in  this 
hemisphere, however,  some  of  the  most  parochial  are  Native  students  from  the 
USA.  There  is  not  a recognition  of  all  of  the  Native  people- -and  they  far 
outnumber  us--below  the  Mexican  border.  We  speak  English  and  they  speak 
Spanish  or  Portuguese  as  their  second  language.  In  spite  of  all  our 
teachings  to  regard  all  peoples  as  relatives,  we  don't  walk  our  talk. 

They  are  OTHER--Mexican,  Canadian,  etc.  Yes,  500  years  of  colonialism, 
imperialism,  and  all  the  other  isms  have  traumatized  us--when  do  we  get 
by  it  and  just  embrace  each  other  as  brothers  and  sisters--truly  as 
relatives.  I am  Blackfeet  (Southern  Piegan)  and  was  raised  30  miles  from 
the  Canadian  border--it  was  mostly  a pain  to  cross  over  the  border,  or,  a 
game--many  of  our  relatives  lived  on  the  other  side.  The  border  was  not 
ours  as  a people--we  simply  ignored  it. 

Three  years  ago,  I journeyed  to  Kamloops  to  attend  a Native  American 
Journalism  Association  conference.  It  was  wonderful--a  lot  of  sharing  of 
stories  and  experiences.  I sat  at  a table  with  two  Navajo  (Dine)  and  one 
Jicarilla  Apache  and  several  Dine  from  the  Northwest  Territories.  They 
were  so  excited  to  compare  words  in  their  languages,  linking  them  as 
relatives . 

On  another  night  I sat  at  a table  with  Ovide  Mercredi,  Principal  Chief  of 
the  First  Nations  of  Canada.  He  sat  there,  staring  at  me,  then  with  a 
grin  and  smiling  eyes,  he  told  me--you  guys  down  there  are  lazy!  I did 
not  reply  for  I didn't  know  what  he  meant.  I thought  about  it  for 
several  days  and  then  saw  him  in  the  lobby  one  day.  I told  him--yes,  we 
are  lazy,  you  First  Nations  people  are  so  far  behind  us  that  you  are 
ahead  of  us.  We  talked  for  awhile--the  issues  and  problems  that  First 
Nations  people  are  facing  today  are  ones  that  Native  people  from  the  USA 
faced  30-40  years  ago  (land  and  water  litigation,  health  care,  religious 
rights).  First  Nations  peoples  are  in  the  moment!!  They  are  fighting 
the  fight.  I get  saddened,  for  with  few  exceptions  the  only  time  we 
stand  together  down  here  is  over  gambling.  We  have  lost  our  passion  and 
anger.  We  have  become  lazy.  I am  reminded  of  the  old  timey  fights  when 
we  circled  each  other  and  acted  tough,  but  no  one  really  wanted  to  do 
battle.  The  Indian  way  is  becoming  an  empty  metaphor.  We  are  spiritual 
when  it  suits  us.  We  trash  ourselves,  our  communities  and  our  land  and 
preen  and  strut  when  the  romanticized  warrior,  noble  people  of  the  earth 
stereotype  is  commercialized  and  used  to  stroke  us.  When  we  take  the 
time  to  pray,  we  know- -we  know. 

"RE : North  American  Realism"  

Date:  Sat,  21  Sep  1996  04:32:19  -0500 
From:  "Michael  Wilson"  <mwilson@csd.uwm.edu> 

Sub j : North  American  realism 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  < NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 

I have  to  admit  that  I'm  always  a little  suspicious  when  I'm  told 
how  I "should"  think  about  issues  related  to  American  Indians. 


The  suggestions,  as  I have  understood  them,  is  that  there  is 
a narrative  leading  to  ultimate  unity  among  Native  peoples  in 
this  hemisphere  (and  beyond)  that  will  result  in  good  things  for 
Native  peoples. 

I'm  ambivalent  about  such  a concept.  I work  in  Native  telecommunications 
(my  day  job  is  literature)  and  I expect  that  the  borders  (some  of 
which,  by  the  way,  have  been  here  prior  to  the  coming  of 
non-Indians)  will  continue  to  be  much  more  easily  broken  down. 

But  if  these  borders  are  Native  borders,  I'm  not  convinced  that  such 
globalization  is  completely  a good  thing.  Neither  are  some  of  the 
tribal  groups  which  are  resisting  global  technology.  Furthermore, 
if  the  issue  is  "realism,"  then  before  we  look  at  global  unity,  we 
might  do  well  to  consider  the  success  of  even  local  unity  on 
any  issue,  especially  the  positive  and  negative  effects  of  attempts 
to  unify  tribal  people,  on  both  the  local  and  national  level.  What, 
for  instance,  are  the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  the  National 
Congress  of  American  Indians,  or  the  National  Indian  Education 
Association? 

Finally,  if,  as  we  teach.  Native  peoples  have  such  varying  ideas  about 
philosophy,  culture,  Native/non-Native  relations,  identity,  and  so  on, 
how  is  unity  possible  without  some  sacrifice  of  local  integrity.  I 
guess  the  question  I have  is  that,  if  we  are  looking  for  global  unity, 
whose  conception  of  unity  will  we  use? 

Michael 
Ok  Choctaw 

PS  --  I'll  be  at  NIEA.  Maybe  some  of  could  meet  there. 

"RE : Thakiwa  Foundation"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Sep  1996  16:45:28  -0700 
From:  berryj@Okway.Okstate.edu  (Dohn  Berry) 

Sub j : Thakiwa  Foundation 

UUCP  email 

The  following  is  "based"  on  info,  from  AP,  Sept.  15,  1996. 


Learning  from  the  Ancestors 

Traditional  agricultural  methods  are  being  taught  to  help  tribal 
families  make  use  of  their  own  land,  increase  self-sufficiency,  and 
preserve  cultural  traditions. 

The  program  for  this  was  developed  by  the  Thakiwa  Foundation  which 
is  an  independent  non-profit  group  which  maintains  offices  in 
Drumright  and  Prague  Oklahoma. 

The  agricultural  program,  and  projects,  was  started  in  the  Spring 
of  1996  near  Cushing,  Oklahoma.  Dagmar  Thorpe,  director  of  Thakiwa,  is 
the  great-granddaughter  of  Olympic  athlete  Him  Thorpe.  She  said,  "We 
want  to  perpetuate  our  way  of  life,  our  language  and  our  culture.  Our 
principal  focus  is  our  own  community,  the  Sac  and  Fox,  but  we're  also 
linking  with  people  in  other  places  and  providing  some  assistance  to 
people  in  other  places. 

Thakiwa  Deputy  Director,  Dacob  Manatowa-Bailey  has  studied  what 
types  of  plantings  were  done  by  tribal  ancestors  and  how  they  were 
planted.  Land  management  practices  are  also  included,  to  help  with 
wild  life  habitat.  He  said,  "Eventually,  we  want  to  have  a fund  where 
anybody  in  the  tribe  can  come  to  us  with  an  idea  or  project  they  want 
to  do  and  we'll  be  able  to  help  them  get  the  funds  to  do  that.  This 
is  very  grassroots  oriented." 

This  program  helps  families  learn  what  types  of  good  nutritional 
foods,  are  historically  part  of  the  tribal  diet.  The  traditional 
planting  methods  are  encouraged  without  the  use  of  chemicals  or 
pesticides.  Many  of  the  seeds  came  from  the  Sante  Fe  seed  company. 

Dim  Wilson,  a tribal  member,  experimented  with  different  planting 
methods  in  his  garden  this  year.  He  tried  planting  corn  in  single 
rows,  and  in  another  garden,  planted  with  the  traditional  three 


sisters  method. 

In  this  method  you  plant  corn  in  mounds  and  two  weeks  later  plant 
pole  beans  on  the  mounds  and  squash  and  pumpkins  in  between  the 
mounds.  The  squash  and  pumpkin's  broad  leaves  keep  weeds  down,  the 
corn  acts  like  poles  for  the  beans,  and  the  beans  fertilize  the  corn. 

Comparing  the  harvest,  Wilson  said  the  row  corn  gave  one  ear  per 
stalk,  and  the  three  sisters  method  gave  three  or  four  ears  per  stalk. 

This  year  there  were  four  gardens  in  the  traditional  agriculture 
program.  The  program  participants  are  going  to  use  their  harvest  in 
four  ways, as  their  ancestors  did. 

The  harvest  will  be  used  to  feed  the  family,  to  give  away  to 
others,  to  save  some  for  ceremonial  purposes  and  feasts. 

Next  year  Wilson  expects  the  number  of  people  to  grow  as  people 
find  out  about  the  program.  Wilson  said,  "We  want  to  be  sure  people 
don't  overextend  themselves  because  then  people  have  a tendency  to  get 
discouraged.  Most  of  all  we  want  people  to  have  success." 


Submitted  to  the  Net  by 
John  Berry 

- — "RE:  Gila  River  Attorney  Opening" 

Date:  Sun,  15  Sep  1996  14:58:18  UNDEFINED 
From:  polharis@indirect.com  (Paul  Richards) 

Sub j : Dob  Announcement 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

DOB  ANNOUNCEMENT:  ATTORNEY 

SALARY:  $78, 00-$96, 000  per  annum  (33) 

REPORTS  TO:  GENERAL  COUNSEL,  Gila  River  Indian  Community 
SUPERVISES:  LEGAL  SECRETARY  III 

OVERVIEW: 

This  position,  which  is  situated  in  the  Gila  River  Indian  Community  Law 
Office,  involves  management  responsibilities  as  well  as  those  related  to 
legal  representation  of  the  Community. 

Direction  and  supervision  are  provided  by  the  General  Counsel 

Recruitment  Opens:  September  3,  1996 

Recruitment  Closes:  September  24,  1996 

DUTIES  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES: 

1.  Activities  for  the  management  of  the  Law  Office  attorney  and  prosecutor 
staffs,  including  the  distribution  of  assignments  and  referral  of  matters 
as  necessary  to  the  General  Counsel; 

2.  Oversight  responsibility  with  regard  to  the  performance  of  the 
Assistant  General  Counsel  I and  prosecutor  staffs  in  relation  to  ethical 
considerations  and  other  is  issues  of  professional  responsibility; 

3.  Provide  legal  advice  to  the  Community  regarding  commercial  and 
industrial  development; 

4.  Provides  legal  advice  and  representation  to  the  Community  in  all  legal 
matters  in  including  representation  in  the  Community  Court  and  state 
and  federal  courts  in  any  and  all  matters  in  which  the  Community  is 
involved; 

5.  Prepares,  on  behalf  of  the  Community  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor, 
position  statements  and  other  documents  as  requested; 

6.  Assists  the  Community  Council  in  the  development,  revision  and 
codification  of  the  Community's  laws  and  ordinances; 

7.  Drafts  and  reviews  contracts,  agreements  and  other  documents  of  the 
Community; 

8.  Performs  other  duties  as  assigned; 

QUALIFICATIONS 

1.  Graduate  of  an  accredited  law  school  with  a Duris  Doctor  Degree; 

2.  Member  in  good  standing  of  a state  bar  and  a willingness  to  acquire 


Arizona  State  Bar  membership  within  a time  frame  dictated  by  the  General 
Counsel; 

3.  At  least  ten  years  experience  as  licensed  attorney  with  specialized  and 
significant  experience  in  application  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence 
and  legal  analysis; 

4.  Extensive  experience  with  and  knowledge  of  tribal  governments; 

5.  Ability  to  work  both  independently  and  in  intensive  concert  with 
others; 

6.  Ability  to  clearly  and  succinctly  articulate  ideas  and  logical  analysis 
both  orally  and  in  writing; 

7.  Ability  to  facilitate  and  coordinate  effective  working  relationships 
among  people  of  varied  economic,  educational  and  cultural  background; 

8.  Physical  and  emotional  condition  adequate  to  meet  the  demands  of  a 
rigorous  legal  practice; 

9.  Must  acknowledge  and  agree  to  maintain  a Drug-Free  Workplace  as  a 
Condition  of  employment  with  the  Gila  River  Indian  Community; 

10.  Must  agree  that  work  will  be  performed  pursuant  to  a contract  approved 
by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Pima  Agency; 

11.  Preference  will  be  given  to  qualified  applicants  of  the  Gila  River 
Indian  Community; 

Preference  in  filling  vacancies  is  given  to  qualified  Indian  candidates  in 
accordance  with  the  Indian  Preference  Act  (Title  25,  Code,  Section  472  or 
473).  The  Gila  River  Indian  Community  is  also  committed  to  the  full  and 
equal  opportunity  without  Status,  Physical  Handicap,  Age  or  Sexual 
Orientation.  In  other  than  the  above,  the  Gila  River  Indian  Community  is 
an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

DEADLINE:  Applications  can  be  picked  up  at  all  District 
Service  Centers  and  the  Tribal  Personnel  Service  Office  and 
returned  by  September  24,  1996  5:00  p.m.  to  the  Personnel 
Service  Office. 

TO  AVOID  DELAYS,  APPLICATIONS  CAN  BE  MAILED  TO: 

GILA  RIVER  INDIAN  COMMUNITY 
Personnel  Service  Office 
P.0.  Box  97 

Sacaton,  Arizona  85247 

"RE : Poem:  Dances  With  Pain"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Sep  1996  19:22:23  -0400 

From:  "David  B.  Bowden"  <dbbowden@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Dances  With  Pain 

UUCP  email 

I was  watching  the  movie  Dances  With  Wolves. 

During  the  scene  when  they  come  across  the  Buffalo  killed  by  the 
white  hunters  tears  came  to  my  eyes. 

I wrote  a poem  to  reflect  how  I feel  about  it  all. 

Dances  With  Pain 


Wolf  is  gone 
Total  dread 
Everything's  gone 
Buffalo ' s dead . 

Streams  that  used 
To  run  so  clear 
Everything's  gone 
Buffalo ' s dead . 


My  pain  is  real 
My  heart  is  sad 


Everything's  gone 
Buffalo ' s dead . 

Why  don't  they 
Understand 
Everything's  gone 
Buffalo ' s dead . 

Horror  filled 
The  people  cry 
Cant  you  see 
Why  we  cry. 

The  buffalo  are  part 
of  the  land  so  dear 
Now  their  gone 
Our  ways  not  clear. 

To  the  Creator  I pray 
To  the  Creator  I cry 
To  see  the  land  renewed 
Before  I die. 

My  heart  then  sings 
My  spirit  soars 
The  land  will  be  renewed 
For  the  people  once  more. 

The  wolf  will  roam 
The  streams  will  clear 
The  Buffalo  will  return 
To  the  plains  again. 

David 


"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/09/17  23:33 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  September  29-October  5 

KEPAKEMAPA 

(September) 

(Mahoe  Hope) 

29 

Creativity  is  the  key  to  success  in  every  endeavor. 

30 

All  changes  in  life,  whether  we  perceive  them  to  be  good  or  bad,  hold  the 
seeds  for  a greater  good  in  the  future. 


OKAKOPA 

(October) 

(Ikuwa) 

October  was  the  last  month  of  the  Kau  season,  which  ran  from  May  through 
October.  The  most  important  holiday  of  the  Hawaiian  year  was  the  Makahiki 
which  began  in  late  October  or  early  November,  when  the  Pleiades  or 
Makali'i  stars  first  appeared  in  the  night  sky,  and  lasted  for  four  months 
During  this  time  there  was  no  fighting,  for  the  Makahiki  was  a festival 
honoring  Lono,  who  was,  among  other  things,  a god  of  peace  and  of  the 
harvest.  It  was  celebrated  by  prayers  and  offerings  to  the  gods,  followed 


by  feasting,  games,  songs  and  dancing. 

1 

Lono,  grant  us  the  rains  to  make  our  crops  grow,  the  sunlight  to  make  them 
ripen,  and  the  strength  for  us  to  harvest  your  bounty. 

2 

This  land  was  born  in  fire  and  cooled  by  the  touch  of  the  wind  and  rain. 

3 

I cast  my  lei  of  dreams  upon  the  ocean. 

4 

Every  dawn  begins  the  adventure  of  a new  day. 

5 

A tiny  crab  scuttles  across  the  wet  sand,  searching  for  places  to  hide. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  26  September  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Mon,  23  Sep  1996  13:08:40  -0400 
From:  sarkozy@mbinter.com 
Sub j : Star  Visions  Conference 

Dear  all. 

On  behalf  of  Standing  Elk  of  the  Dakota  Nation  and  the  organizing 
circle,  I wanted  to  pass  on  this  important  information.  Please 
forward  to  anyone  I missed  or  was  not  aware  of  at  this  time.  Some 
of  you  may  already  have  this  information,  others  I may  not  have  ever 
had  contact  with.  It  is  for  everyone,  share  at  will.  Thank  you  and 
my  best  to  all.  (For  any  of  you  who  did  want  this  message  or  future 
messages,  please  e-mail  me  - I apologize  in  advance.) 

'Mitakuye  Oyasin ' 

Changleska  Wakan  Wicasan 
Flere  we  go: 

(start) 


STAR  VISIONS:  THE  SPIRIT  OF  ONE* 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

"A  gathering  of  Native  American  Elders,  spiritual  leaders  and  others 
has  been  called,  to  share  the  teachings  of  the  Tunkasila  and  Unci 
(Grandfathers  and  Grandmothers) , and  the  spiritual  knowledge  of  the 
Star  Nations,  with  the  people  of  the  Americas  and  the  world. 

Through  my  personal  contacts,  some  medicine  men  have  agreed  that  it 
is  time,  because  of  the  closeness  and  the  fulfillment  of  the 
prophecies  that  are  vital  for  our  existence  as  a human  race. 

The  sharing  of  the  dreams  and  visions  of  Tunkasila  will  strengthen 

the  foundation  of  Nations  that  are  sincerely  interested  in  being 

that  element  that  will  be  the  foundation  of  the  Thousand  Years  of  Peace. 

"We  are  all  part  of  the  Sacred  Hoop  that  needs  to  be  mended,  and  we 
must  make  a humble  effort  in  this  task,  if  the  seventh  generation, 
our  grandchildren  and  unborn  are  to  survive  the  next  awareness. 

"MITAKUYE  OYASIN" 

Standing  Elk, 

Dakota  Spiritual  Advisor 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

"Experiencing  the  Understanding  of  Oneness!" 

Presenters  include: 

Standing  Elk,  Dakota  Spiritual  Advisor* 


Barbara  Marciniak,  author  of  'Bringers  of  the  Dawn' 

Floyd  Hand,  Lakota  Medicine  Man 

Drunvalo  Melchizadek,  teacher,  past-life-ET  walk-inj  Merkabah 
Scout  Cloud  Lee,  Cherokee  Medicine  Woman,  author,  researcher,  musician 
Giorgio  Bongiovanni,  accepted  Stigmataj  Cosmic  Christ  and  Star  Nations  (or 
by  video) 

Robert  Dean,  on  the  U.S.  Military's  and  NATO's  confirmation  of  UFOs  (or  by 
video) 

Bashar,  channeled  by  Daryl  Anka 

Richard  Boylan,  Ph.D.,  psychologist  and  researcher  into  UFO  contacts 

Trish  McCannon,  researcher  into  UFOs  and  Native  American  Prophecies 

Alex  Collier,  Andromedan  contactee 

Deer  Man,  Dakota  Medicine  Man 

Rod  Skenandore,  Blackfeet  Medicine  Man 

Wallace  Black  Elk,  Lakota  Medicine  Man 

Bob  Gulick.  lecturer  on  Sacred  Geometry,  planetary  and  personal  grid  systems 
Dr.  Angela  Browne-Miller,  author-lecturer,  'Omega  Point,'  and  'Embracing 
Death ' 

Yellow  Eland,  channeled  my  Marilyn  Carlson 

Barbara  Lamb,  regression  and  hypnotherapy  successfully  utilized  with 
abductees 

Phil  Hones,  Australian  musician  and  composer  doing  "healing"  work  with 
Didgeridoo 

Nightly  sweatlodge  ceremonies  led  by  various  medicine  men,  workshops, 
personal  sessions,  talking  circles,  musical  performances  by  a 
variety  of  artists,  and  activities  for  children  will  all  be 
integrated  into  the  conference  schedule.  Additional  speakers  may  be 
added  and  changes  may  occur. 

Date:  November  7-11,  1996 

Place:  Rocky  Mountain  YMCA  Camp,  Estes  Park,  Colorado 
For  information  and  registration  (see  below  also): 

(970)  482-4941  or  (970)  226-4246  (Ft.  Collins,  CO) 


Star  Visions:  The  Spirit  Of  One 
Registration  Form: 

The  Star  Visions  Conference,  November  7-11,  1996  will  be  held  at  the 
YMCA  of  the  Rockies  in  beautiful  Estes  Park,  Colorado.  To  register 
today,  send  this  form  (or  a facsimile  of  the  following  information) 
to  the  address  below.  If  are  receiving  this  by  e-mail,  please  print 
out  the  form  to  make  it  easy  on  yourself. 

Name: 

Address:  

City:  

State:  

Zip: 


Fee  totals 

I plan  to  attend  the  entire  conference. 

Early  registration  fee:  $150.00 
(Received  by  15  October  1996) 

Late  registration/ 

At-the-door  registration  fee:  $200.00 

I plan  to  attend  only  on  the  following  days, 

day  rate  is  $55.00 

Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

Sunday  Monday 

I want  to  be  an  exhibitor  for  the  conference. 

Exhibitor  and  conferee,  special  $225.00  fee 
for  one  participant  only 

Exhibitor  only,  $125.00  fee.  Exhibitor  may  donate 
a portion  of  proceeds  to  conference. 

My  check  or  money  order  for  $ is  enclosed. 

My  VISA  or  Mastercard  Number  is: , 


Expiration  date: . 

Signature:  

Note:  A day  meal  rate  of  $20.00  is  available,  whether  lodging 
at  the  YMCA  Camp  or  not. 

I prefer  a Vegetarian  diet 

I plan  to  bring  my  (number  of)  young  children 

and  would  appreciate  daycare. 

I heard  about  the  conference  from: 


YMCA  OF  THE  ROCKIES:  LODGING  INFORMATION  AND  REGISTRATION 

ALL  YMCA  reservations  must  be  made  through  Star  Visions  Lodging 

Coordinator,  (970)  221-3123  to  receive  the  low  group  rates  listed 

below.  Please  circle  your  preferred  accommodations.  Please 

enclose  amount  for  lodging  (tax  is  included)  and  registration  for  all  those 

attending. 

++++++++++ 

Alpen  Inn:  Each  room  holds  up  to  6 with  2 queen 
size  beds,  queen  sofa,  full  bath,  balcony 
Prices  per  person/night: 

1/room  2/room  3/room  4/room  5/room  6/room 

$78.47  $50.59  $40.27  $36.17  $33.04  $30.98 


Mt.  Ypsillon  Lodge:  Each  room  holds  up  to  4 with 
1 double  bed,  1 set  of  bunk  beds  and  bath 
Prices  per  person/night: 

1/room  2/room  3/room  4/room  5/room  6/room 

$56.79  $39.24  $33.04  $30.98  N/A  N/A 


Eastside  Lodge:  Each  room  holds  up  to  6 with 
3 sets  of  bunk  beds  and  private  3/4  bath 
Prices  per  person/night: 

1/room  2/room  3/room  4/room  5/room  6/room 

$52.66  $37.17  $32.01  $29.94  $27.88  $26.85 


Reservation  Deadline: 

Reservations  made  after  October  15th,  1996  will  be  on  a space 
available  basis. 

We  encourage  you  to  make  reservations  early  by  returning  this 
completed  form  with  the  registration  fee  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mail  to: 

Star  Visions  Conference  Registration 

P.0.  Box  272352 

Fort  Collins,  CO  80527 

You  may  also  register  by  phone  with  VISA  or  Mastercard  by  calling: 
(970)  482-4941  or  (970)  226-4246.  If  you  have  any  questions  or 

concerns  about  registering  or  payment,  please  feel  free  to  call 
as  well. 

"Mitakuye  Oyasin" 

Endorsed  by  the  Star  Knowledge  Conference  in  South  Dakota,  Dune,  1996 


From:  Dan  Philippon  <djp2n@faraday.clas. Virginia. edu> 

Sub j : CFP:  1997  ASLE  Conference 

CALL  FOR  PAPERS  AND  PRESENTATIONS 
The  Second  Biennial  Conference  of  the 
Association  for  the  Study  of  Literature  and  Environment  (ASLE) 

Duly  17-19,  1997 

The  University  of  Montana  - Missoula,  Montana 
"The  Last  Best  Place" 

Featured  Writers  and  Scholars: 

David  Abram,  Rick  Bass,  Shoko  Itoh, 

Thomas  D.  Lyon,  Doseph  Meeker,  David  Robertson, 

Pattiann  Rogers,  Louise  Westling,  and 
Gary  Snyder 


(presented  in  conjunction  with  Wilderness  Watch) 

The  Association  for  the  Study  of  Literature  and  Environment  invites 
program  proposals  for  its  second  biennial  conference.  We  welcome: 

Panels  and  papers  on  any  aspect  of  literature  and  environment,  such 
as  nature  writing,  international  studies,  individual  authors,  theory 
and  practice  of  ecocriticism,  interdisciplinary  approaches,  place 
studies,  new  or  neglected  writers,  gender  and  ethnic  issues,  religious 
issues,  and  bioregionalism. 

Roundtables  on  topics  of  general  interest,  such  as  urban  nature, 
professional  issues,  literature  and  activism,  hunting,  fieldwork  in 
teaching,  wilderness,  and  landscape. 

Poster  sessions  to  showcase  teaching,  curriculum,  or  research 
innovations,  as  well  as  cooperative  ventures  and  other  institutional 
projects . 

Readings  of  original  nature  writing. 

Other  Activities  and  Entertainment: 

Outings  and  planned  recreation  every  afternoon 

Banquet 

Publishers'  Exhibits 

Authors'  Reception 
Submission  Guidelines: 

Send  two  copies  of  the  following  materials  to  the  address  below: 

For  papers  and  readings,  a 1-page  proposal/abstract  or  the  full 
text.  Papers  should  approximate  fifteen  minutes  reading  time  (ten 
double-spaced  typed  pages). 

For  panels,  a 1-page  proposal  including  names  and  vitae  of  the 
chair  and  3-4  presenters,  plus  a 1-page  abstract  for  each  paper. 

For  roundtable  discussions,  names  and  vitae  of  chair  and  6-8 
panelists,  plus  a 1-2  page  proposal  describing  the  topic,  approach, 
and  intended  contribution  of  each  panelist. 

Deadline  for  submissions:  January  15,  1997 

Send  submissions  to:  John  Tallmadge,  President-Elect,  ASLE,  6538 
Teakwood  Court,  Cincinnati  OH  45224.  Phone:  513-681-0944;  Email: 
jtall@interramp. com 

Submissions  will  not  be  accepted  by  fax  or  email.  Please  enclose  a 
stamped,  self-addressed  envelope  for  reply.  Submissions  will  not  be 
returned . 

General  information  about  conference  facilities,  activities, 
recreation,  or  registration  is  available  from  ASLE  Conference, 
Conferences  and  Institutes,  Center  for  Continuing  Education,  Missoula 
MT  59812-1900.  Phone:  406-243-4600;  Email:  cni@selway.umt.edu 
Conference  Director:  Hank  Harrington 

Further  information  about  the  conference  is  available  on  the  ASLE 
World  Wide  Web  Site:  http://faraday.clas.virginia.edu/~djp2n/asle.html 

! stay  together 
learn  the  flowers 
go  light 

--Gary  Snyder 

Dan  Philippon 
Department  of  English 
University  of  Virginia 
Charlottesville,  VA  22903 


Date:  Sat,  21  Sep  1996  10:39:22  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Sahtu@aol.com 

Sub j : 2nd  Annual  HUD  Indian  Housing  Law  Conference 

The  following  is  from  a notice  I received  recently  from  ICF  Kaiser, 
9300  Lee  Highway,  Fairfax  VA  22031-1207.  Note  that  the  conference  is 
free  and  CLE  credit  may  be  available.  The  info  number  for  last 
year's  conference  was  (703)  934-3392  (I  have  no  idea  if  it  is  the 
same  this  year) . 

The  Second  Annual  national  Indian  Housing  Legal  Conference 
Sponsored  by  HUD's  Office  of  Native  American  Programs 
November  13-14,  1996 


Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico 

HUD's  Office  of  Native  American  Programs  is  pleased  to  announce  its  second 
annual  national  conference  on  legal  and  legislative  issues  facing  tribes  and 
Indian  housing  authorities.  Attorneys,  IHA  and  tribal  staff,  lenders,  and 
anyone  interested  in  Indian  housing  law  are  invited  to  attend  this  important 
event.  Conference  topics  will  include: 

- New  and  Proposed  Housing  Legislation  and  how  it  will  affect  housing 
activities  in  Indian  country. 

- The  Role  of  Tribal  Courts  in  housing  disputes,  tenant  recognition,  and  the 
implementation  of  tribal  housing  codes. 

- Private  Lending  in  Indian  Country,  including  loan  guarantee  programs, 
public/private  lending  partnerships,  and  the  National  Homeownership  Strategy. 

Watch  For  a Brochure  Coming  Soon! 

No  fee  for  registration . CLE  Credit  may  be  available. 


From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Date:  Wed,  18  Sep  1996  11:11:35  -0400 

Sub j : New  York  City  Pow  Wow 

Received  from  my  cousin,  a poster  - 

Northeastern  Native  American  Association  POW  WOW 
October  5th,  6th,  12  Noon  to  6 pm 

Roy  Wilkins  Park  - 119th  and  Merrick  Blvd  - Jamaica,  NY 
Admission  is  Free  - Vendors,  Native  American  Dancers, 

Native  American  Drummers,  Native  American  food 
No  alcohol.  No  Drugs  permitted  on  the  park  grounds 

For  Pow  wow  Information,  call  (718)978-7057 
For  Immediate  Release  - 

Wolf  Soldier  Three  Crows  Memorial  Pow  wow 

Come  celebrate  Native  American  Culture  at  the  NorthEastern  Native  American 
Association  4th  Annual  Pow  Wow.  There  will  be  storytelling. 

Dancing,  as  well  as  beautiful  Native  American  Arts,  Crafts,  from 
North,  South,  Central  America  and  the  Caribbean.  Host  Drum  will  be 
the  Drum  circle  Singers. 

Contact:  Whispering  Leaves  (Clan  Mother)  (718)  297-7632 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Mohawk  Nation,  Freedom  Heart,  Ishgooda, 
Rod  Whited  via  North  American  Spirit  Lodge,  Janet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders, 
Bernard  J.  Rock,  Sr.  via  Feather  Eaglerock,  Buffalo  Woman,  Csimu  Muppah, 
Scott  Robert  Ladd,  Firehair,  Steve  Laboueff,  Michael  Wilson,  John  Berry, 
Ralph  Gough,  Native  Forest  Network, 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  26  September  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Date:  Fri,  20  Sep  1996  05:30:25  -0400 
From:  jmm202@is5.nyu.edu  (Jessica  M Marzagao) 

Sub j : AMAZON  WEEK  VII  in  New  York  City  (21-28  September) 


Mailing  List: 


NATIVE- L (native-l@gnosys .svle.ma.us) 


AMAN  A KA'A  Amazon  Network 


AMANAKA'A  AMAZON  NETWORK  presents...  AMAZON  WEEK  VII 
Come  to  New  York  City  Sept  21-28  and  meet  the  Indigenous  Peoples  yourself. 
Talk  to  them  and  hear  first-hand  their  knowledge,  problems  and  how  you  can 
make  a real  impact. 

The  largest  event  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  Amazon  Week  is  an  annual 
cultural,  educational,  and  strategic  event  attended  by  indigenous  leaders, 
rubber  tappers,  peasants,  politicians,  environmentalists,  scientists, 
activists,  business  people,  students  and  the  public. 

Amazon  Week  does  much  more  than  give  the  American  public  a chance  to 
meet  indigenous  leaders  and  learn  about  their  culture  and  issues. 

Attendees  exchange  ideas  and  experiences  from  different  parts  of  the 
Amazon  (ironically,  it  is  often  easier  for  indigenous  leaders  to  meet 
each  other  And  Brazilian  officials  at  Amazon  Week  than  in  Brazil) . We 
discuss  projects  and  gather  support  for  long-term  strategies  to  save  the 
Rainforest  and  its  peoples.  Environmentally  sound  alternatives  for 
sustainable  development  in  the  Amazon  are  showcased,  discussed,  and 
contrasted  with  the  disastrous  effects  of  development  for  short-term 
profit  only. 

Amanaka'a  works  directly  with  Amazon  leaders  in  support  of  their  projects 
for  survival,  human  rights,  the  environment,  health,  sustainable 
development,  education,  and  more.  Our  friends  in  the  forest  provide  you 
the  most  up-to-date  news  that  the  press  often  ignores. 

To  find  out  more  about  Amanaka'a  and  Amazon  Week  VII  and  its  complete 
schedule  of  events  visit  Amanaka'a  Web  Site  at: 
http://www.amanakaa.org/ 


AMAN  A KA'A  Amazon  Network 


60  East  13th  Street,  5th  floor  tel:  212.253.9502 
(btw  Broadway  & University  Place)  fax:  212.253.9507 
New  York,  NY  10003  E-mail:  amanakaa@amanakaa.org 

"RE : Mohawk  Immersion  Program"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Sep  1996  10:27:53  -0400 

From:  mnation@axess.com 

Sub j : Mohawk  Immersion  Program 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Mohawk  Immersion  Program 

On  the  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Nation 
Territory 

via  Quebec,  Canada  10L  1B0 
Help  Save  The  Mohawk  Language 

Kariwanoron  Kanienkeha  Owenna  Tsi  Ionteriwaienstakwa  is  a Mohawk 
Language  Immersion  Program  that  has  been  evolving  since  1988.  It  was 
started  in  1988  by  a few  parents  who  were  concerned  about  the  loss  of 
our  language.  Prior  to  this,  there  have  been  ongoing  programs  but  no 
program  that  takes  children  before  the  age  of  4 years  old. 

We  felt  that  the  best  way  of  learning  Mohawk  was  the  way  our 
grandparents  learned  and  taught.  It  was  very  simple:  bring  children  into 
a home  environment  and  have  Mohawk  speakers  with  them  at  all  times  for 
them  to  hear  and  eventually  understand  and  speak  the  language  as  their 
first,  not  their  second  language.  Daily  repetition,  living  skills  and 
teaching  outdoors  in  the  natural  world  has  made  it  successful. 

Of  course,  with  this  comes  a financial  burden.  Because  the  children  are 
young,  they  are  not  eligible  for  any  regular  government  funding  because 
that  begins  when  the  students  are  4 years  old.  We  feel  that  money 


should  not  be  a deterrent. 

So  to  continue  the  program,  we  constantly  need  to  fund  raise  to  pay  our 
teachers  and  staff.  As  of  today,  we  are  not  even  able  to  provide  a bus 
or  a driver  due  to  financial  circumstances.  Our  teachers  have  even  had 
to  take  a pay  cut. 

It  is  urgent  and  we  need  your  help!  If  individuals  or  organizations 
could  somehow  help  us  with  fundraising,  we  would  greatly  appreciate  it. 

Our  language  is  now  endangered.  With  language  comes  culture.  So  if  we 
are  to  lose  our  language,  culture  will  follow  shortly.  We  believe  that 
the  Mohawk  culture  has  greatly  contributed  to  North  America  and  with 
your  help  will  continue  to  do  so.  Nia:wen  kowa,  thank  you  and  we  hope  to 
hear  from  you  soon. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Kariwanoron  Mohawk  Immersion  Program 
P.0.  Box  1439 

Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory 
Quebec,  Canada  H0L  1B0 
514/638-0383 

"RE : Defrauding  the  Western  Shoshone"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Sep  1996  10:36:22  PST 

From:  scottrobertladd@juno.com  (Scott  Robert  Ladd) 

Sub j : Defrauding  the  Western  Shoshone,  September  1996 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


The  author  of  the  following  article  is  a journalist  who  became  aware  of 
the  Western  Shoshone  struggle  back  in  1992.  The  article  was  written  at  the 
request  of  a big-name  political  magazine;  they  purchased  the  piece  but 
have  never  published  it,  because,  as  the  author  was  told  by  an  editor 
"It's  an  election  year;  we  don't  want  Bill  Clinton  to  look  bad." 

Well,  Bill  Clinton  and  his  administration  DO  look  bad.  So  I've  expanded 
this  piece,  adding  new  information.  Please  distribute  this  article 
widely. 

This  is  NOT  an  official  publication  of  the  Western  Shoshone  government, 
the  Defense  Project,  or  the  Dann  family.  What  you're  about  to  read  is 
one  man's  viewpoint  --  my  viewpoint  --  on  a terrible  injustice  against 
an  indigenous  people. 


Stealing  Nevada 
10  September  1996 


by  Scott  Robert  Ladd. 

Who  owns  Nevada? 

Ask  a federal  land  manager,  and  she'll  tell  you  that  eighty-five  percent 
of  Nevada  belongs  to  the  nation  at  large,  as  a public  heritage  managed  by 
the  Department  of  the  Interior.  Flearing  that,  a Nevada  county  commissioner 
is  likely  to  counter  that  "Washington"  lacks  Constitutional  authority  to 
own  land.  Also  weighing  in  is  the  state  of  Nevada  itself,  which  laid 
claim  to  federal  properties  with  laws  passed  two  decades  ago.  But  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Indians,  the  various  American  governments 
resemble  a band  of  thieves  fighting  over  the  spoils  of  a heist. 

Many  Shoshone  believe  they  are  targets  of  a genocidal  campaign  involving 
government  fraud  and  corporate  greed.  They  maintain  that  their  land  wasn't 
taken  in  war  during  the  19th  century,  and  that  they  never  sold  or 
otherwise  ceded  their  sovereignty  in  the  Great  Basin;  instead,  the  United 
States  used  a dubious  judicial  process  to  usurp  Shoshone  dominion  in  1979. 
Now  the  Shoshone  struggle  to  retain  control  of  their  homeland,  which  they 
call  Newe  Sogobia.  It  is  the  place  where  nature  placed  them,  as  stewards 
of  the  world,  a dry  and  rugged  region  stretching  across  twenty-five 
million  acres  of  central  Nevada  from  Idaho  to  California's  Mojave  Desert. 

"I  look  at  this  land  from  the  basic  point  of  our  religious  beliefs," 


states  Carrie  Dann,  a leader  in  the  Shoshone  community.  "This  land  is  not 
just  the  land,  it's  mother  to  all  life,  not  only  to  human  life  but  to  all 
life.  We  never  left  our  land;  the  United  States  can  claim  anything  it 
wants,  but  the  reality  is  that  we're  still  here."  She  isn't  espousing  some 
New  Age  philosophy;  her  views  stem  from  an  ancient  set  of  beliefs  that 
drives  her  to  defend  her  people's  indigenous  rights. 

The  acquisition  of  Nevada  by  the  United  States  is,  at  best,  problematic. 
Most  textbooks  say  that  Mexico  ceded  the  Great  Basin  to  the  United  States 
through  the  1848  Treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  But  to  cede  lands,  Mexico 
would  have  had  to  control  them  --  and  Mexico  had  no  permanent  settlements 
in  Shoshone  country.  Official  U.S.  government  maps  from  the  1840s  show  a 
blank  space  between  central  California  and  the  Colorado  river;  beyond  the 
occasional  priest  or  surveyor,  non-Indians  had  no  interest  in  the  deserts 
of  the  Great  Basin. 

Even  more  telling  is  the  federal  legislation  creating  the  Nevada 
Territory,  which  states  "nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  impair 
the  rights  of  person  or  property  now  pertaining  to  the  Indians  in  said 
Territory."  "The  United  States  didn't  want  this  land,"  said  Raymond 
Yowell,  Chief  of  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council.  "Look  at  the 
Congressional  debate  of  the  time,  and  you'll  see  how  Senators  argued 
against  the  expense  of  taking  more  land  from  the  Indians.  Their  goal  was 
to  clear  the  way  for  moving  gold  from  California  to  the  East,  to  pay  for 
the  Civil  War;  they  didn't  want  to  expand  U.S.  territory." 

Indeed,  in  dispatching  agents  to  Shoshone  territory,  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  admonished  them  that  "It  is  not  expected  that  the  treaty 
will  be  negotiated  with  a view  to  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to 
land."  So  it  was  that  representatives  of  the  United  States  signed  "A 
Treaty  of  Peace  and  Friendship"  with  the  Western  Shoshone,  at  Ruby  Valley, 
Nevada,  in  October  1863.  The  treaty  allows  the  U.S.  to  locate  mines, 
ranches,  railroads,  telegraph  lines,  towns,  and  military  posts  within 
Shoshone  lands  --  but  nothing  in  the  document  even  suggests  that  such 
establishments  extinguish  Shoshone  sovereignty. 

The  federal  government  never  acted  on  a Treaty  clause  allowing  for  the 
creation  of  Shoshone  reservations,  and  did  little  to  protect  the  Indian's 
interests.  Life  for  the  Shoshone  inevitably  changed  as  their  nomadic 
lifestyle  became  increasingly  incompatible  with  EuroAmerican  settlement. 
Game  animals  fell  to  the  newcomer's  guns  while  cattle  quickly  denuded  the 
arid  valleys  of  life-sustaining  plants.  The  Shoshone  survived  by  working 
at  mines,  ranches,  and  railroads,  often  moving  into  communities  on  the 
outskirts  of  white  settlements. 

"The  Shoshone  kept  their  end  of  the  bargain,"  Yowell  states.  "The  United 
States  did  not.  As  more  and  more  emigrants  settled  on  our  lands,  the 
promise  of  peace  wasn't  enough  for  the  United  States.  Instead  of  dealing 
with  us  as  a sovereign  nation,  the  United  States  implemented  a scheme  to 
acquire  title  unlawfully."  That  scheme  was  embodied  in  the  Indian  Claims 
Commission  (ICC),  a court-like  body  established  by  Congress  in  1946  to 
adjudicate  outstanding  compensation  claims  by  Native  Americans  against  the 
United  States.  The  law  allowed  the  Commission  to  recognize  any 
"identifiable  group"  --  even  a small  minority  --  as  representative  of  an 
entire  Indian  people.  Lawyer  Robert  Barker  entered  into  a contract  with  a 
few  members  of  one  small  band  of  Shoshone,  the  Te-Moaks;  in  their  name,  he 
filed  an  ICC  claim  in  1951  on  behalf  of  all  Shoshones. 

"You  have  to  understand  our  leaders  of  that  time,"  Raymond  Yowell  said. 
"They  had  a limited  education,  and  they  had  no  idea  of  what  things  were 
all  about;  they  were  very  limited  in  their  knowledge  of  what  the 
government  was  doing."  Yowell  remembers  hearing,  in  his  youth,  how 
pressure  and  threats  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  left  Shoshone 
leaders  feeling  they  had  no  choice  but  to  file  a claim  action. 

The  ICC  was  not  empowered  to  extinguish  operative  Indian  title  --  but  all 
ICC  cases  included  a tacit  assumption  that  aboriginal  title  had  been  lost 
at  some  earlier  date.  Barker  belonged  to  a law  firm  that  helped  create  the 
ICC;  he  must  have  known  how  the  Commission  would  interpret  the  Shoshone 
case.  But  Barker  didn't  explain  the  ICC's  perspective  to  his  clients,  and 
the  Shoshone  continued  to  believe  that  the  case  asserted  their  existing 
title . 


Ignoring  the  Ruby  Valley  Treaty,  the  ICC  commissioners  determined  in  1962 
that  Shoshone  title  had  been  extinguished  by  the  "gradual  encroachment"  of 
white  settlers.  An  official  "taking"  date  of  Duly  1,  1872,  was  agreed  upon 
by  the  Commission,  government  lawyers,  and  Barker.  The  date  does  not 
correspond  to  any  official  or  legal  act;  it  was  chosen  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  a value  on  Shoshone  lands.  Census  records  from  the  late  18th 
century  show  that  the  Western  Shoshone  outnumbered  EuroAmerican  settlers, 
nearly  thirty  years  after  the  purported  "encroachment." 

"Nothing  happened  in  1872,"  said  Glenn  Holley,  a Shoshone  leader  from 
Battle  Mountain.  "No  land  was  'taken'  by  the  government.  We  never  lost 
that  land,  we  never  left  that  land,  and  we're  not  selling  it.  In  our 
religion,  it's  forbidden  to  take  money  for  land.  What's  really  happening 
is  that  the  U.S.  government  is  stealing  the  land  from  us  right  now." 

In  1976,  the  Te-Moak  Band  Council  fired  Barker  and  hired  a new  lawyer  in 
an  attempt  at  stopping  or  delaying  the  legal  proceedings.  The  ICC  refused 
to  recognize  the  new  attorney  or  allow  the  Te-Moaks  to  terminate  Barker's 
contract.  When  the  Te-Moaks  and  other  Shoshone  entities  tried  to  stop  the 
ICC  proceedings,  the  Commissioners  ruled  that  a delay  would  not  be  in  the 
Indian's  best  interests.  Barker  actively  opposed  actions  by  his  erstwhile 
clients,  working  with  the  ICC  and  government  lawyers  to  finalize  a 
monetary  settlement. 

"The  ICC  said  that  traditional  Shoshones  couldn't  intervene  because  they 
weren't  part  of  the  Te-Moak  bands,"  said  Raymond  Yowell.  "But  when  the 
Te-Moak  bands  tried  to  stop  the  claim,  the  ICC  wouldn't  listen  to  them, 
either.  The  court  told  us  that  we  shouldn't  upset  the  apple  cart  after  the 
fruit  had  been  so  neatly  stacked.  Never  mind  the  law;  never  mind  what's 
right."  While  most  Americans  take  for  granted  the  right  to  choose  one's 
own  legal  counsel,  that  right  was  denied  to  the  Shoshone  based  on  the 
"special  status"  of  Native  Americans  in  government  eyes. 

In  calculating  a settlement  amount,  the  ICC  categorized  Shoshone  lands, 
paying  a few  cents  per  acre  for  the  majority  of  the  land  and  slightly  more 
for  territory  rich  in  minerals.  The  final  settlement  amount  was  just  over 
$26  million.  On  December  12,  1979,  the  ICC  granted  an  award  to  the 
Shoshone  --  who  refused  the  money. 

"What's  most  ironic  about  this,"  according  to  Carrie  Dann,  "Is  that  the 
U.S.  offered  the  Shoshone  people  something  like  15  cents  an  acre,  while 
the  gold  companies  are  paying  $2.50  for  that  same  acre!  The  land  is  valued 
in  mining  law  at  the  same  date,  in  1872,  yet  the  government  gets  ten  times 
the  amount  that  it  tried  to  pay  us."  In  a 1995  speech.  Interior  Secretary 
Bruce  Babbitt  called  the  evaluation  of  land  under  the  1872  Mining  Law  "a 
flagrant  abuse  of  the  public  interest."  But  in  recent  talks  with  the 
Shoshone,  Babbitt  hasn't  expressed  any  qualms  about  paying  them  a tiny 
fraction  of  the  Mining  Law  price. 

Adding  insult  to  injury,  the  ICC  paid  ten  percent  of  the  judgment  fund  to 
Barker  in  recognition  of  his  "extraordinary"  efforts  in  the  face  of 
opposition  by  his  clients.  The  remaining  money  was  deposited  in  a Treasury 
Department  account,  in  the  name  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  as  the 
government-appointed  "trustee"  of  the  Shoshone.  Unwilling  to  give  up,  the 
Shoshone  continued  their  battle  in  the  courts.  A game  of  judicial 
Ping-Pong  ensued,  as  courts  remanded,  reversed,  and  otherwise  confused  the 
issue.  The  most  significant  case  was  decided  in  1985,  when  the  Supreme 
Court  declared  that  payment  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  constituted 
payment  to  the  Shoshone.  A lower  court  subsequently  decided  that  Shoshone 
title  was  valid  until  the  money  was  awarded  in  1979  --  even  though  the  ICC 
award  was  based  on  a purported  loss  of  title  a century  before. 

"The  federal  government  really  did  defraud  the  Western  Shoshones,  and  has 
left  them  essentially  landless  in  their  own  homeland,"  said  Tom  Luebben,  a 
lawyer  for  the  Duckwater  Shoshone  Tribe.  "The  outcome  in  the  courts  only 
confirmed  to  the  Western  Shoshone  that  they  have  been  egregiously  wronged 
by  the  federal  government  --  not  in  ancient  times,  but  within  the  last  ten 
years . " 

Beyond  the  gambling  havens  of  Reno  and  Las  Vegas,  Nevada  is  largely 
treated  as  a natural  resource  by  mining  companies  and  cattle  ranchers. 

Among  those  cattle  ranchers  are  Shoshones  who  graze  their  livestock  on 
lands  administered  by  the  federal  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM) . Federal 


law  requires  ranchers  to  pay  fees  for  the  use  of  public  range  --  and  the 
Indians  refuse  to  pay  based  on  their  belief  that  the  land  is  still 
Shoshone  territory.  In  August  1994,  an  internal  BLM  memo  calculated  that 
the  Te-Moak,  Yomba  and  Duckwater  Shoshone  Tribes  owe  more  than  $3.5 
million  in  back  fees  and  penalties;  the  independent  Dann  family  of 
Crescent  Valley  was  assessed  more  the  $400,000  for  illegal  grazing. 

The  focus  of  government's  anti-Shoshone  campaign  is  the  Dann's  cattle 
operation  in  Crescent  Valley.  While  other  Shoshones  quietly  violate 
federal  law,  sisters  Carrie  and  Mary  Dann  openly  defy  federal  mandates, 
taking  their  case  to  international  forums  and  the  media.  The  BLM  claims  it 
is  protecting  the  land  from  over  grazing  by  two  thousand  head  of 
Dann-family  cattle  --  yet  anyone  visiting  the  sister's  ranch  will  find  a 
herd  of  only  three  hundred  animals.  And  before  his  retirement  in  1994, 
former  Nevada  BLM  director  Billy  Templeton  admitted  that  his  agency  lacked 
hard  evidence  of  Shoshone  over  grazing. 

Carrie  Dann's  feisty  determination  defines  her  people's  resistance.  In 
April  1992,  during  a BLM  attempt  at  confiscating  her  cattle,  Carrie  argued 
and  struggled  her  way  past  officers  into  a cattle  chute,  blocking  cowboys 
from  loading  her  livestock  onto  waiting  trucks.  "I  have  a right  to  defend 
my  livelihood,"  Carrie  admonished  Eureka  County  Sheriff  Ken  Hones.  "My 
land  has  never  been  for  sale;  it's  not  for  sale  now,  it's  not  for  sale 
tomorrow,  either.  And  that's  that  way  it  is,  Mr.  Hones."  Moments  later, 
the  BLM  agents  released  her  cattle,  ending  the  confrontation. 

Hones  was  less  charitable  when  escorting  a BLM  convoy  the  following 
November.  That  BLM  operation  focused  on  removing  horses,  both  wild  and 
Dann-owned,  from  Crescent  Valley.  Clifford  Dann,  Carrie's  59-year-old 
brother,  used  his  vehicle  to  block  a road,  stopping  a convoy  of  BLM 
livestock  trucks  from  leaving  the  valley.  Standing  in  his  pickup's  bed, 
Clifford  poured  gasoline  over  his  arms;  as  county  and  federal  officers 
approached,  he  threatened  to  set  himself  afire  if  they  did  not  unload  his 
family's  livestock. 

When  Carrie  arrived,  in  the  company  of  several  non-Indian  supporters,  a 
debate  ensued.  Clifford  was  coaxed  from  his  truck,  assured  by  Sheriff 
Hones  that  none  of  his  family's  cattle  are  being  confiscated.  The  Shoshone 
man  began  walking,  gasoline  and  lighter  in  hand,  toward  the  BLM  convoy  to 
see  for  himself  what  was  in  the  trucks.  Coming  up  behind  the 
partially-deaf  Shoshone  man,  BLM  special  agent  Terry  Somers  tried  --  and 
failed  --  to  take  the  gasoline  jug  from  his  hand.  Amateur  video  of  the 
incident  shows  a white  spray  of  fire  extinguishers  erupting  around 
Clifford  and  the  surrounding  officers.  As  several  men  struggle  with 
Clifford,  Sheriff  Hones  can  be  heard  to  yell  "Get  him  down!  Get  him  down! 
Break  his  fucking  arm  if  you  have  to!" 

As  Carrie  ran  to  aid  her  brother,  an  unidentified  BLM  officer  grabbed  her 
from  behind.  He  pinned  the  58-year-old  grandmother ' s arms  behind  her  back, 
and  dragged  her  to  the  edge  of  the  road. 

"You're  hurting  me!"  Carrie  cried  out.  "I've  got  a bad  shoulder!" 

"Then  be  a good  old  lady  and  quit  struggling,"  officer  Somers  instructed 
Carrie.  As  Carrie  struggled  before  a camera,  another  law  officer  walked 
into  view,  expositing  that  "We're  only  holding  her  so  she  won't  jump  in 
front  of  the  vehicles." 

Moments  later,  the  livestock  trucks  escaped.  Clifford,  glasses  askew  and 
face  streaked  with  blood,  was  rushed  away  by  police.  Four  months  later, 
Clifford  refused  to  defend  himself  during  his  trial,  declaring  that  the 
United  States  lacked  jurisdiction  in  Newe  Sogobia.  Federal  nudge  Hohn 
McKibben  rejected  that  defense,  and  a jury  quickly  convicted  Dann  of 
assaulting  a federal  officer  with  gasoline.  Although  Clifford  had  no  prior 
arrest  record,  he  would  spend  nine  months  in  maximum-security  federal 
prison.  McKibben  handed  down  the  stiff  sentence  "to  send  a message  to 
journalists,  activists,  and  the  Western  Shoshone." 

The  courts  have  ruled  time  and  again  against  the  Shoshone  --  but  those 
same  courts  are  seen  by  the  Indians  as  instruments  of  the  United  States 
government  and  its  policies.  "We  don't  need  lawyers  who  are  sworn  agents 
of  the  U.S.  courts,"  said  Yowell.  "We  need  Indian  lawyers  who  present 
Indian  law."  And  there,  perhaps,  lies  the  salient  issue:  That  the  Shoshone 
do  not  see  themselves  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  but  as  citizens  of 


their  own  nation.  In  Yowell ' s view,  international  law  should  apply  in  his 
people's  dispute  with  the  United  States. 

Yowell  leads  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council,  which  describes  itself 
as  the  original  government  of  the  Western  Shoshone  people.  "We're  the  same 
entity  that  signed  the  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley,"  Yowell  states.  The  United 
States  disputes  the  legitimacy  of  the  National  Council,  preferring  to  work 
with  tribal  governments  it  embodied  under  the  1934  Indian  Reorganization 
Act.  In  Newe  Sogobia,  nine  federally-sponsored  tribal  governments  --  known 
as  "IRAs"  --  speak  for  2300  Shoshones  living  in  urban  enclaves  and  on 
rural  ranches. 

"The  IRAs  cannot  call  themselves  nations,"  said  an  agitated  Carrie  Dann, 
the  National  Council  representative  for  her  clan.  "The  IRAs  are  nothing 
more  than  corporations  of  the  United  States.  How  can  they  be  sovereign 
nations  when  they  can't  do  anything  without  the  permission  and  money  of 
the  United  States?" 

She  isn't  alone  in  questioning  the  independence  of  tribal  governments; 
throughout  Indian  country,  traditional  Indian  leaders  often  distrust  and 
eschew  participation  in  IRA  entities.  Tribal  governments  receive 
direction  and  funding  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  --  making 
them  inherently  unpalatable  to  those  who  question  American  motives.  The 
Interior  Secretary  can  veto  tribal  laws;  all  reservation  land  is  owned  by 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  and  held  in  "trust"  on  behalf  of  Native 
Americans . 

The  National  Council  allows  participation  by  all  Shoshones,  including 
those,  like  the  Danns,  who  have  no  connection  to  federally-recognized 
tribes.  While  it  does  not  accept  federal  money,  the  National  Council  does 
include  representatives  of  several  Shoshone  IRA  governments.  Two  tribal 
governments,  however,  chart  independent  courses.  The  Te-Moak  Tribal 
Council  continues  to  define  itself  as  the  representative  of  all  Shoshones, 
even  going  so  far  as  to  declare  its  leadership  on  the  Internet.  The 
Duckwater  Shoshone  Tribe  was  once  affiliated  with  the  National  Council;  it 
broke  away  in  the  late  1980s  to  pursue  its  own  solutions  to  Shoshone 
problems . 

"One  of  the  greatest  problems  the  Shoshone  face,"  Tom  Luebben  told  me, 

"is  chronic  disunity."  While  Luebben's  assessment  is  accurate,  his  solution 
requires  all  Shoshone,  including  the  National  Council,  to  join  with  the 
Duckwater  IRA  that  he  represents.  The  National  Council  demands  a true 
government-to-government  relationship  with  the  United  States. 

"You  sign  treaties  with  nations,  not  tribes,"  Yowell  states.  The 
negotiating  process  is  as  old  as  the  problem.  Even  as  the  ICC  moved  toward 
a final  judgment,  limmy  Carter's  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Cecil  Andrus, 
talked  to  Shoshone  leaders  about  creating  a three  million  acre 
reservation.  Andrus  broke  off  talks  in  1979,  after  the  Defense  Department 
announced  plans  to  site  the  mobile  MX  missile  in  Nevada.  The  MX  would  have 
placed  two  hundred  nuclear  warheads  on  trucks  traveling  a vast  network  of 
desert  roads.  The  Western  Shoshone  vigorously  opposed  the  MX,  and  the 
project  was  eventually  scrapped  in  response  to  additional  opposition  from 
no-Indian  Nevadans  and  the  Mormon  Church.  Carrie  Dann  notes  that  some 
high  school  history  books  now  credit  the  Shoshone  with  stopping  the  MX. 

She  also  sees  the  MX  fight  as  a turning  point  in  Shoshone  affairs.  "When 
the  United  States  wanted  to  put  the  MX  in,  it  opened  the  eyes  of  some 
Western  Shoshone  people." 

During  the  Reagan-Bush  years,  another  series  of  abortive  negotiations 
accomplished  little.  Some  Shoshone  expressed  optimism  about  Bill  Clinton, 
since  he  made  many  promises  to  Indian  leaders  during  his  campaign.  Hope 
flared  as  the  Clinton's  Interior  Secretary,  Bruce  Babbitt,  began  a 
negotiating  process  at  the  behest  of  Senator  Daniel  Inouye.  Babbitt  sent 
one  of  his  long-time  associates,  Don  Moon,  to  talk  with  the  Shoshone  and 
assess  their  needs;  Moon  met  with  several  Shoshone  groups,  including  the 
National  Council,  and  he  soon  offered  to  represent  the  Shoshone  in  the 
negotiations . 

"Does  the  government  acquire  title  to  your  backyard  because  your  neighbor 
trespasses?"  Moon  asked  Bruce  Babbitt  in  a memo.  "What  happened  here  was 
a cold-blooded  land  rip-off  that  could  never  have  happened  to  a 
non-Indian,  or  even  a well-represented  Indian."  Moon  appealed  to  Babbitt's 


sense  of  idealism,  advocating  traditional  Shoshone  views  and  urging 
redress  of  historic  wrongs  committed  by  the  United  States.  Simultaneously, 
Babbitt  was  reading  internal  government  analyses,  which  contain  strategic 
omissions  and  factual  distortions  supporting  the  federal  government's 
acquisition  of  Shoshone  land. 

Babbitt  held  a January  1994  introductory  meeting  in  Denver.  Attendees 
included  Raymond  Yowell,  Carrie  Dann,  and  representatives  of  Shoshone 
tribal  governments.  The  conference  lasted  little  more  than  an  hour,  and 
each  Shoshone  faction  had  only  five  minutes  to  present  its  case.  As  the 
meeting  closed  and  Babbitt  hurried  away,  he  promised  to  continue  the 
process  through  his  chief  counselor,  John  Duffy.  Subsequent  meetings  have 
accomplished  little;  Duffy  emphasizes  the  distribution  of  the  ICC  judgment 
funds  while  the  Shoshone  demand  a resolution  of  land  and  water  issues. 

Moon  has  since  quit  working  in  the  issue  in  frustration  over  Duffy's 
intransigence  and  Shoshone  discord. 

The  National  Council  is  no  longer  involved  with  the  negotiations.  "We 
monitor  what's  happening  through  our  friends,"  said  Chief  Yowell.  "But  we 
don't  see  much  point  in  taking  part.  The  government  wants  to  disburse  the 
money,  as  soon  as  it  can,  so  it  can  say  that  the  land  is  really  sold." 

Salt  Lake  City  attorney  John  Paul  Kennedy  is  one  party  who  seeks  immediate 
distribution  of  the  ICC  funds.  Claiming  to  represent  1,400  unnamed 
Shoshones,  Kennedy  characterizes  members  of  the  National  Council  as 
"extremists"  while  demanding  that  the  government  pay  his  unidentified 
clients.  Several  Shoshone,  in  turn,  describe  Kennedy  as  an  old-style 
Indian  lawyer  who  will  receive  a substantial  percentage  of  any  award 
granted  his  clients.  Over  the  vociferous  objections  of  the  IRA  governments 
and  the  National  Council,  Secretary  Babbitt  expressly  included  Kennedy  in 
the  negotiations. 

Representatives  of  state  and  federal  governments  invariably  answer 
questions  about  the  Shoshone  with  "We  can't  say  anything  because  it  might 
affect  the  negotiating  process."  Letters  of  inquiry  go  unanswered,  and 
unreturned  phone  calls  are  the  rule.  The  only  hint  about  the  government's 
thinking  comes  through  documents  obtained  under  the  Freedom  of  Information 
Act  --  and  those  requests  meet  with  stone  walls,  often  taking  more  than  a 
year  to  be  partially  filled. 

Even  State  Department  meetings  seem  to  enter  the  Twilight  Zone  when  the 
Shoshone  are  involved.  Last  April  3,  Raymond  Yowell  participated  in  a 
Washington  human  rights  conference.  The  event  was  hosted  by  the  Carnegie 
Institute,  lead  by  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  lohn  Shattuck,  and 
addressed  by  Warren  Christopher  and  UN  Ambassador  Madeleine  Albright.  Two 
hundred  attendees  from  around  the  world  focused  on  the  resolution  of 
conflicts  in  the  post-Cold  War  era.  Repeated  inquiries  have  not  found 
anyone  at  the  State  Department  who  is  willing  to  explain  the  reasons  for 
Yowell 's  invitation. 

Does  the  federal  government  fear  a domestic  version  of  Mexico's  Zapatista 
revolution,  where  armed  rebels  have  taken  over  privately-held  ranches? 

"We  have  no  issue  with  private  land  holders,"  Yowell  said.  "And  our 
paperwork  states  that  clearly.  Our  interest  is  only  in  the  federal  public 
domain  lands,  and  in  some  lands  held  by  the  corporations."  The  Shoshone 
consistently  point  out  that  armed  resistance  is  futile.  "A  handful  of 
Shoshones  out  here  are  fighting  the  mightiest  nation  on  Earth.  If  the 
United  States  really  wants  to  do  us  in,  they  have  the  power  to  do  it." 

If  something  has  the  federal  government  nervous,  it  may  be  the  National 
Council's  campaign  to  assert  its  independence  in  the  international  arena. 

In  December  1994,  UN  Secretary-General  Boutros  Boutros-Ghali  received  a 
Shoshone  statement  of  sovereignty  based  on  the  UN  charter  and 
international  treaties.  Copies  of  that  statement  were  then  delivered  to 
government  officials  ranging  from  President  Clinton  to  district  attorneys 
in  Nevada.  Postal  reply  cards  verify  that  the  documents  reached  their 
destinations,  but  only  one  recipient,  a California  federal  judge, 
responded  to  the  Shoshone  declaration. 

In  1993,  the  Dann  sisters  filed  a complaint  with  the  Inter-American 
Commission  on  Human  Rights,  a body  of  the  Organization  of  American  States. 
The  United  States  responded  by  declaring  that  Shoshone  land  had  been 
purchased  in  the  ICC  proceedings;  the  case  is  still  pending.  German  and 


English  networks  have  shown  two  Shoshone  documentaries  narrated  by  Robert 
Redford.  The  National  Council  maintains  liaisons  overseas  and  regularly 
sends  representatives  to  visit  the  European  Community;  in  April  1993,  a 
delegation  from  the  European  Parliament  came  to  Newe  Sogobia  on  a 
fact-finding  mission.  Further  recognition  came  when  Carrie  and  Mary  Dann 
received  a 1993  Right  Livelihood  Award  in  Stockholm.  On  December  9,  1993, 
the  Swedish  Parliament  lauded  the  Shoshone  sisters  for  "their  courage  and 
perseverance  in  asserting  the  rights  of  indigenous  peoples  to  their 
land . " 

Officially,  the  federal  government  frames  the  conflict  in  terms  of  the 
Dann  family,  even  though  the  true  picture  involves  a complex  set  of 
issues.  The  Western  Shoshone  organized  numerous  anti-nuclear 
demonstrations  at  the  Nevada  Nuclear  Test  Site,  where  more  than  900 
nuclear  explosions  scarred  Newe  Sogobia.  While  the  bombs  have  stopped 
exploding,  the  Department  of  Energy  plans  to  construct  a permanent  nuclear 
waste  dump  in  Shoshone  territory  at  Yucca  Mountain.  On  the  environmental 
front,  thirsty  Las  Vegas  and  Reno  threaten  to  suck  the  water  from  beneath 
Nevada's  arid  valleys.  Geothermal  mines  tap  geysers  for  energy  while 
violating  a Shoshone  belief  in  the  sanctity  of  water.  At  Rock  Creek, 

Lander  County  plans  to  construct  a dam  that  will  flood  traditional 
Shoshone  gathering  grounds.  And  the  ever-present  U.S.  military  sends  its 
warplanes  swooping  across  the  valleys,  loudly  disrupting  the  desert 
peace . 

Carrie  Dann  sees  multinational  corporations  as  the  enemy,  and  the  United 
States  as  their  puppet.  She  bases  her  belief  on  experience  with  several 
gold  mines  that  lie  near  her  ranch.  These  giant,  open-pit  operations  use 
cyanide  to  leach  gold  from  crushed  mountains.  Mines  of  this  type  are 
responsible  for  several  recent,  highly-publicized  environmental  disasters. 
In  August  1995,  a dam  failed  at  a cyanide-based  gold  mine  in  Guyana, 
poisoning  a major  river  and  threatening  15,000  people  living  nearby.  Three 
years  ago  in  Colorado,  leaking  cyanide  from  the  Summitville  mine 
devastating  17  miles  of  the  Alamosa  River;  the  clean-up  now  costs 
taxpayers  millions  annually. 

The  Dann  ranch  has  a clear  view  of  three  massive  gold  mines.  Their 
property,  an  800-acre  spread  homesteaded  "under  white  man's  law"  by 
Carrie's  father,  stands  astride  the  Carlin  Trend,  one  of  the  world's 
richest-known  gold  deposits.  She  attributes  the  disappearance  of  the 
valley's  natural  springs  and  streams  to  the  destruction  of  aquifers  by 
mines,  and  her  anger  focuses  on  a federal  government  that  does  little  to 
restrict  mining  operations.  It  is  her  family's  future  that  is  being  ground 
into  pebbles  and  soaked  in  poison,  all  to  provide  gold  for  strangers. 

In  August  1996,  the  Danns  became  aware  of  an  old  enemy  in  new  clothing: 
gold  prospectors,  calling  themselves  Oro  Nevada  Mining  Company  declared  a 
desire  to  begin  test  drilling  near  the  family  ranch.  Oro  Nevada  is 
wholly-owned  by  Oro  Nevada  Resources  of  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  --  and 
that  company,  in  turn,  is  financed  by  MVP  Capital  Corporation,  to  the  tune 
of  US$40  million.  After  buying  a 48,000  acre  ranch  next  to  the  Danns  for 
US$15  million,  Oro  Nevada  Mining  staked  claims  on  94,000  more  acres 
nearby.  Oro  Nevada's  operating  plan  calls  for  drilling  to  begin  in 
September  1996. 

While  Oro's  President,  Bob  Hones,  disclaims  any  knowledge  of  "indigenous 
issues,"  he  and  other  Oro  representatives  have  visited  and  talked  with  the 
Western  Shoshone.  The  Dann  family  and  the  National  Council  have  declared 
Oro's  test  drilling  to  be  a violation  of  the  Ruby  Valley  Treaty  and 
international  law.  Oro  Nevada  has  not  been  dissuaded;  it  recently  paid 
US$350,000  to  the  U.S.  government  for  maintaining  its  claims. 

Oro  Nevada's  test  drilling  will  take  place  within  sight  of  the  Dann 
homestead  --  and  will  occur  on  top  of  a hot  spring  and  Dewey  Dann  Creek. 
The  later  is  named  for  Carrie's  late  father,  and  it  is  the  only  year-round 
water  supply  for  the  ranch.  The  hot  spring  is  a sacred  site  for  the  Dann 
family.  Many  other  Shoshone  hot  springs  have  been  destroyed  by  test 
drilling,  which  releases  the  geothermal  pressure  that  drives  the  hot  water 
flows.  Once  again,  the  greed  for  gold  is  moving  to  destroy  the  natural 
world  so  loved  by  the  Western  Shoshone  people. 

For  more  than  ten  thousand  years,  nomadic  Shoshone  clans  have  drawn  a 


living  from  their  homeland;  what  EuroAmericans  see  as  forbidding  desert, 
the  Shoshone  see  as  a beautiful  land  of  great  contrasts  and  powerful 
forces.  Carrie  Dann  has  lived  her  whole  life  in  Crescent  Valley;  her 
family  and  ancestors  reside  there,  and  her  goal  is  to  protect  the  land  for 
future  generations. 

"When  they  ask  me  about  sacred  places,  I tell  them  it  is  all  sacred," 
Carrie  explained,  waving  her  hand  across  the  landscape.  "I  am  working  for 
the  future,  for  my  grandchildren,  so  they  will  have  a place  to  live." 


Scott  Robert  Ladd 
Coyote  Gulch  Productions 
P.  0.  Box  617 
957  Empire  Street 
Silverton,  CO  81433 
970/387-0271  voice 
970/387-0277  fax 
ScottRobertLadd@juno.com 

"RE : Minnesota  Court  Strikes  Law"  

Date:  Thu,  19  Sep  1996  12:57:17  -0400 

From:  rpwgough@aol.com 

Sub j : Crazy  Horse:  MN  Court  Strikes  Law 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

MINNESOTA  APPEALS  COURT  FINDS  FIRST  AMENDMENT  RIGHT  FOR  BEER  COMPANIES  TO  USE 
CRAZY  HORSE  LABEL. 

STATE  LAW  CAN'T  PROTECT  ONLY  NAMES  OF  AMERICAN  INDIAN  LEADERS. 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  (Sept.  17,  1996)  - The  Minnesota  Civil  Liberties  Union, 
on  behalf  of  the  G.  Heileman  and  Hornell  Brewing  companies,  won  an  appellate 
court  victory  that  will  allow  beer  companies  to  resume  selling  a malt  liquor 
named  after  Crazy  Horse,  the  famed  Sioux  Indian  leader  and  an  outspoken 
opponent  of  drinking. 

The  Minnesota  court  of  appeals  overturned  a 1994  state  law  banning  use  of 
American  Indian  leaders'  names  as  brand  names.  The  court  said  the  law  was  too 
specific  and  violated  the  free  speech  rights  of  the  brewer.  New  York-based 
Hornell  Brewing  Co. 

The  beer  brand,  labeled:  "The  Original  Crazy  Horse  Malt  Liquor"  was 
introduced  in  1992,  by  Ferolito,  Vultaggio  & Sons,  who  also  make  "Arizona 
Iced  Teas."  A national  boycott  of  all  G.  Heileman  products,  including  the 
"Arizona  Iced  Tea"  products,  which  also  exploit  American  Indian  designs,  has 
been  active  over  the  past  18  months.  The  malt  liquor  features  a portrait  of 
Crazy  Horse  wearing  a feather  bonnet  and  a brief  description  of  the  Lakota 
Sioux  and  their  Black  Hills  homeland.  Another  beer  also  now  permitted  by  the 
court  decision  is  Chief  Oshkosh  beer,  named  for  the  famed  Menominee  Indian 
chief,  who's  family  also  opposed  the  unwarranted  appropriation  of  his  name  on 
a Wisconsin  beer. 

The  state's  Liquor  Control  division,  which  originally  approved  the  brand 
name,  revoked  state  approval  based  upon  the  1994  legislation.  Supporters  of 
tribal  descendants  of  Crazy  Horse,  the  19th-Century  leader  of  the  Lakota  who 
spoke  out  about  the  damage  alcohol  was  doing  to  his  people,  had  pressed  for 
the  revocation  under  legislation  which  restricted  the  false  or  misleading  use 
of  the  names  and  images  of  "American  Indian  leaders"  on  alcohol  products. 

The  court  said  the  state  of  Minnesota: 

"failed  to  explain  why  a statute  that  prohibits  only  false  and 
misleading  labels  that  the  state  or  imply  a connection  with  an  American 
Indian  leader  is  necessary  to  serve  the  state's  asserted  interest  in 
prohibiting  the  false,  unauthorized,  or  unsupported  appropriation  of 
individuals'  names.  Absent  any  rationale  for  acting  to  protect  this  interest 
only  when  the  name  appropriated  is  within  a narrowly  described  category,  we 
cannot  conclude  that  there  is  no  realistic  possibility  that  official 


suppression  of  ideas  is  afoot." 

A federal  law  seeking  to  protect  only  the  name  of  "Crazy  Horse"  was 
previously  found  to  be  in  violation  of  the  First  Amendment.  With  "American 
Indian  leaders"  now  also  found  to  be  in  violation  of  the  First  Amendment, 
state  legislatures  must  now  consider  whether  they  wish  to  confer  protection 
from  "false,  unauthorized,  or  unsupported  appropriation"  of  anyone's  name. 

Attorneys  for  the  state  of  Minnesota  and  the  Estate  of  Crazy  Horse,  as 
Intervenors  in  the  court  action,  are  reviewing  the  decision  in  consideration 
of  an  appeal  to  the  Minnesota  Supreme  Court. 

Apparently,  in  Minnesota  and  in  many  states,  companies  have  a guaranteed 
"free  speech"  right  to  take  the  name  of  an  real  person,  living  or  dead,  and 
use  it  commercially  without  permission  of  the  person  or  of  his  or  her  family 
even  on  regulated  products  which  may  be  personally  offensive  to  that 
individual . 

It  would  seem  that  the  United  States,  and  thus  all  member  states,  have 
a legal  and  moral  responsibility,  through  the  federal  trust  relationship 
deprived  from  treaties  which  turned  the  very  countryside  of  America  over  to 
the  states,  for  the  protection  of  remaining  Indian  property  rights. 

The  Minnesota  decision  places  the  First  Amendment  over  recognition  of  this 
responsibility.  It  is  ironic,  that  the  very  same  First  Amendment  protection 
now  guaranteed  to  beer  companies,  were  completely  overlooked  when  it  came  to 
the  programmatic  government  suppression  of  native  religions  and  the 
prohibition  and  elimination  of  Indian  languages  through  government  schools. 

Persons  interested  in  supporting  these  issues  of  Indian  cultural  rights 
should  contact  the  "CRAZY  HORSE  DEFENSE  PR03ECT"  at  2306  Rockwood  Avenue,  St 
Paul,  MN  55116  or  call  715/425-0004. 

"RE : Police  as  Counterinsurgency"  

Date:  Sat,  21  Sep  1996  16:08:37  -0500 
From:  odonnels@ccmail.dcu.ie 

Sub  j : Mackenzie  Institute  - police  as  counterinsurgency  force 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Subject:  mackenzie  institute  - police  as  counterinsurgency  force 

Update  on  the  Aazhoodenaang  Enjibaajig,  the  Stoney  Point  people, 
by  Tariq  Hassan  Gordon 
Anti-Colonial  Action  Alliance 

In  memory  of  Dudley  George,  the  Stoney  Point  First  Nation  held  the  1st 
Annual  Traditional  Gathering  on  September  6.  It  was  one  year  ago  that  the 
Ontario  Provincial  Police  opened  fire  on  members  of  the  Stoney  Point  First 
Nation  during  a peaceful  occupation  of  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park.  When  the 
OPP  pulled  out  of  the  park,  many  people  had  been  beaten,  one  person  had 
been  shot  and  wounded  and  Dudley  George  was  fatally  injured  by  a bullet 
to  the  chest. 

After  a 10  month  investigation  the  Special  Investigations  Unit  released 
its  report  in  August  on  the  shooting  death  of  Dudley  George.  Out  of  that 
report,  OPP  officer  Kenneth  Dean  was  charged  with  criminal  negligence 
causing  death.  Dean  was  second-in-command  of  the  Tactics  and  Rescue  Unit 
operation  at  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park. 

The  officer's  first  court  appearance  was  on  August  13th,  1996  at  the 
Sarnia  Provincial  Court  House,  th  e same  court  room  that  26  Stoney  Point 
people  are  facing  over  30  charges  relating  to  the  occupation  of  the  park. 
During  the  court  appearance  the  Ontario  Foundation  of  Individual  Rights 
and  Equality  [ON-FIRE]  held  a rally  to  have  the  charge  against  the  OPP 
officer  dropped. 

ON-FIRE  Linked  to  the  Mackenzie  Institute 

At  the  rally,  members  of  ON-FIRE  were  passing  out  The  Ipperwash  Protests- 
An  Unfinished  Drama,  a briefing  note  produced  by  the  Mackenzie  Institute. 

The  Mackenzie  Institute  for  the  Study  of  Terrorism,  Revolution  and 
Propaganda  is  a right  wing  think  tank  founded  in  1986.  The  Institute  is 
linked  to  the  Northern  Foundation,  the  Centre  for  Conflict  Studies,  the 
North  American  Region  World  Anti-Communist  League,  Citizens  for  Foreign 


Aid  Reform  and  many  other  far  right  organizations  as  well  as  the  Reform 
Party  and  the  Canadian  Armed  Forces.  John  C.  Thompson,  the  author  of  the 
briefing  note  has  also  written  briefing  notes  on  the  Mohawk  Warrior 
Society  and  the  Oka  Crisis. 

In  the  Legacy  of  Oka,  published  by  the  Mackenzie  Institute,  it  was 
suggested  that  the  Army's  involvement  at  Oka  gave  the  Warrior  Society  a 
moral  victory  in  the  eyes  of  the  public.  It  was  then  recommended  that  the 
Canadian  state  hire,  equip  and  train  police  forces  with  the  idea  of  using 
them  as  a counterinsurgency  force  to  be  used  for  any  future  confrontations 
with  First  Nations.  These  heavily-armed  police  forces  would  be  used 
quickly,  with  no  time  taken  for  "prolonged  negotiations"  (Mackenzie 
Institute  Exposed  1995). 

The  role  and  actions  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  during  the 
standoff  at  Gustafsen  Lake  and  the  Ontario  Provincial  Police  at  Ipperwash 
Provincial  Park  last  summer  suggests  that  the  recommendations  of  the 
Mackenzie  Institute  have  been  read  by  members  of  the  government. 

The  direct  link  between  the  current  president  of  ON-FIRE,  Rick  Shultz 
(also  a member  of  the  West  Ipperwash  Property  Association)  and  the 
Mackenzie  Institute  clearly  illustrates  the  right  wing  agenda  of  ON-FIRE. 
Rick  Shultz  is  quoted  extensively  by  John  C.  Thompson  and  described  as 
'the  self-restrained  leader  of  ON-FIRE,  and  a leading  light  of  West 
Ipperwash . 1 

Dudley  George  Memorial  Fund  Closed 

Unfortunately  the  actions  of  ON-FIRE  are  not  the  only  opposition  that  the 
people  of  Stoney  Point  are  currently  facing.  The  Toronto  Dominion  Bank 
unilaterally  closed  the  Dudley  George  Memorial  Fund.  Flamy  Verburg,  the 
Bluewater  Regional  Manager  for  the  Toronto  Dominion  Bank  stated  in  a 
letter  of  correspondence  to  Marcia  Simon,  treasurer  of  the  Fund,  that  the 
bank  did  not  agree  to  have  the  TD  Bank  'being  a reference  point'  for 
donations . 

The  bank  has  been  pressured  by  members  of  the  Kettle  & Stony  Point  band 
council  to  close  the  account.  Kettle  & Stony  Point  is  funding  a public 
relations  officer  to  coopt  and  counter  the  public  support  for  the 
recognition  of  Stoney  Point  First  Nation,  reserve  # 43.  According  to 
Marcia  Simon,  there  are  "two  First  Nation  communities  with  one  band 
council  administration."  This  was  an  externally  imposed  situation  after 
the  federal  government  appropriated  the  unceded  territory  of  Stoney  Point 
in  1942  under  to  War  Measures  Act  and  relocated  some  of  the  Stoney  Point 
families  to  swamp  land  on  the  Kettle  Point  reserve  (others  became  refugees 
across  Ontario) . 

The  federal  government  only  recognizes  the  Kettle  and  Stony  Point  band 
council.  They  will  not  negotiate  with  the  people  living  on  Stoney  Point 
territory.  The  Federal  government  is  manipulating  the  divisions  of  the  two 
communities  and  using  the  Kettle  and  Stony  Point  band  council  to  undermine 
the  position  of  the  Stoney  Point  people  and  fight  a proxy  public  relations 
war . 

The  Stoney  Point  people  need  urgent  support  for  their  struggle  for 
self-determination.  The  trial  date  for  the  26  Stoney  Point  members  has 
been  set  for  two  weeks  beginning  October  21,  1996  in  Sarniaj  they  are 
in  critical  need  of  funds  for  their  legal  expenses.  In  Canada  send 
donation  to:  "Stoney  Point  Legal  Fund"  c/o  The  Canadian  Alliance  in 
Solidarity  with  Native  Peoples  39  Spadina  Rd.  Toronto,  ON  M5R  2S9  (416) 
972-1573  fax  (416)  972-6232  income  tax  receipts  will  be  issued 
In  the  United  States 
"Stoney  Point  Legal  Fund" 
c/o  Indian  World 
1732221  Telegraph  S.  207 
Detroit,  MI 
48219-3143 
(313)  535-9728 
Fax  (313)  535-7822 
income  tax  receipts  will  be  issued 


For  More  Information  Contact: 


Marcia  Simon 
RR  #2,  Forest,  ON 
NON  i:0 

(519)  786-4052 
Fax:  (519)  786-6642 

Anti-Colonial  Action  Alliance 
Box  25,  197  Hunter  St.  W. 

Peterborough,  ON 
K9G  2L1 

email:  thassan@trentu . ca 

"RE : Temagami  Action  Alert"  

Date:  Thu,  19  Sep  1996  14:03:04  -0700 

From:  nfnena@igc.apc.org  (Native  Forest  Network-ENA) 

Sub  j : Temagami  Urgent  Action  Alert 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

From:  Native  Forest  Network-ENA  <nfnena@igc.apc.org> 

The  NFN  has  just  received  this  communique  from  the  Kingston  Temagami 
Action  Group)  at  (613)  541-1823  or  by  e-mail  at  "cafe003@intcafe.kosone.com" 
or  "4kem@qlink.queensu.ca"  For  further  info  please  contact  them  directly  or 
Earthroots  at  (416)  599-0152  or  by  email  at  "eroots@web.apc.org" 


Recent  Ontario  government  actions  threaten  48%  of  North  America's 
remaining  old  growth  red  and  white  pine  forests,  all  of  it  on  native 
land . 

STOP  THE  DEVASTATION  IN  TEMAGAMI 

"We  are  not  giving  up  our  struggle  for  justice.  We  can't;  we  have  not  and 
never  will.  This  land  is  our  land,  as  well  as  that  of  our  descendants 
6,000  years  from  now;  there  is  no  other  motherland  for  us  on  earth." 

Chief  Gary  Potts  of  the  Teme-Augama  Anishnabai  in  1988 

BATTLE- LINES  DRAWN  IN  TEMAGAMI 

First  Nations  and  environmental  groups  have  begun  the  fight  against  the 
Provincial  Conservative  (Tory)  government's  plans  to  destroy  one  of  the 
world's  last  remaining  old  growth  pine  forests  in  the  Temagami  region  of 
Northern  Ontario,  Canada.  The  battle's  opening  salvoes  have  seen  a 
logging  bridge  bombed,  several  others  set  on  fire,  blockades  set  up  with 
35  protesters  arrested,  and  court  action  launched  against  the  Minister  of 
Natural  Resources. 

Showing  no  concern  for  the  environment,  native  sovereignty  or  common  sense 
government  subsidization  of  new  roads  in  the  area  will  allow  forestry 
companies  to  begin  logging  as  early  as  this  fall.  Their  plans  subject  an 
alarming  77%  of  Temagami  to  mining  and  71%  to  logging  with  a mere  24%  of 
the  actual  old  growth  guaranteed  any  sort  of  protection. 

TORIES  FOR  A TREELESS  FUTURE 

The  present  situation  is  critical.  The  remaining  old  growth  pine  stands 
of  Temagami  represent  less  than  1%  of  the  forest's  original  range,  which 
covered  most  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River  and  Great  Lakes  area.  These  stands 
are  woven  into  a unique  and  remarkably  diverse  ecosystem  which  cannot 
simply  be  "replanted."  Tory  plans  virtually  ensure  the  destruction  of 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  forest,  lakes,  rivers,  brush  and  muskeg  of  the 
region.  They  endanger  one  of  the  highest  quality  trout  fisheries  in 
Ontario,  the  last  accessible  wilderness  in  Eastern  Canada  and  habitat  for 
a variety  of  endangered  plant  and  animal  species  including  the  aurora 
trout, the  golden  eagle  and  the  eastern  cougar. 

AND  WHOSE  LAND  IS  IT,  ANYWAY? 

N'Daki  Menan  (Temagami)  has  been  the  homeland  of  the  Teme-  Augama 
Anishnabai  for  more  than  6,000  years.  Seeking  a treaty  with  the  Canadian 


government  since  1877,  they  have  struggled  for  120  years  against  the 
exploitation  and  destruction  of  their  traditional  lands.  Teme-Augama 
blockades  against  logging  on  their  land  in  the  spring  of  1988  were 
continued  in  the  spring  of  1989  with  the  participation  of 
environmentalists.  More  than  350  people  were  arrested.  Despite  the 
government's  strong-arm  tactics,  the  blockades  saved  the  Temagami  forest 
and  forced  the  Peterson  government  into  serious  negotiations  with  the 
Teme-Augama  in  1990.  The  present  government  has  set  the  clock  back  to 
1988  by  unilaterally  ceasing  these  negotiations  and  is  disregarding 
international  law  by  allowing  resource  extraction  to  proceed  on  contested 
land . 

TREES  FOR  A TORYLESS  FUTURE 

Whether  cutting  social  programmes  or  old  growth  forests,  the  Harris 
government  is  showing  little  regard  for  anything  other  than  its  narrow  set 
of  corporate  interests.  Left  unchallenged  the  Tories  will  do  irreparable 
damage  to  the  social  and  ecological  fabric  of  this  province. 

Urgent  action  is  required.  Citizen  action  during  the  previous  Temagami 
campaign  was  highly  effective  and  was  a major  factor  in  the  Liberal  defeat 
in  the  1990  election.  The  goal  of  the  present  campaign  is  clear:  the 
Tories  must  either  halt  logging  and  resume  negotiations  with  the 
Teme-Augama  or  suffer  the  fate  of  their  Liberal  predecessors. 

You  can  send  letters,  faxes  or  phone  to  protest  the  destruction  of 
Temagami  to: 

Premier  Mike  Harris 

Room  281,  Legislative  Building 

Queen's  Park, 

Toronto,  Ontario 

Canada 

M7A  1W3 

fax  (416)  325-3745 
phone  (416)  325-1941 

Chris  Hodgson,  Minister  of  Natural  Resources 

6th  floor,  Whitney  Block 

99  Wellesley  St.  West 

Toronto,  Ontario 

Canada 

M7A  1W3 

fax  (416)  314-2216 
phone  (416)  314-2301 

You  can  participate  in  the  civil  disobedience  campaign  in  Temagami  by 
contacting  Earthroots  by  e-mail  at  "eroots@web.apc.org"  or  by  phone  at 
(416)  599-0152.  They're  presently  blockading  the  road  construction  in  the 
Owain  Lake  old  growth  area. 

Temagami  web  pages  can  be  linked  by  going  to 
www . uoguelph . c a/~ro la j os /temagami . html . 

You  can  reach  us  (the  Kingston  Temagami  Action  Group)  at  (613)  541-1823  or 
by  e-mail  at  "cafe003@intcafe.kosone.com"  or  at  "4kem@qlink. queensu . ca" 

We  are  working  with  other  groups  like  ours  in  southern  Ontario  to  build  a 
campaign  of  CD  to  take  place  in  the  south.  This  is  where  the  government 
offices  and  the  politicians  who  are  leading  the  assault  on  Temagami  are.  A 
Columbus  Day  action  is  scheduled: 

Action:  October  15  at  noon  at  the  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  head 
office  in  Peterborough.  Buses  from  Kingston.  Phone/e-mail  to  reserve  a 
seat  or  to  arrange  CD  training. 

Other  actions  are  in  the  works,  so  keep  your  eyes  open  or  get  in  touch 
with  us  now  so  we  can  keep  you  up  to  date. 


Information  transferred  via: 

NATIVE  FOREST  NETWORK 

Eastern  North  American  Resource  Center 


POB  57 

Burlington,  VT  05402  USA 
(802)863-0571 
(802)863-2532  Fax 
email:  nfnena@igc.apc.org 

"RE : Caravan  for  Dustice  Itinerary"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Sep  1996  16:03:22  -0500 
From:  cliu@queens.lib.ny.us  (Carol  Liu) 

Sub j : Pine  Ridge  to  Wall  Street:  Caravan  for  Dustice  itinerary 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Date:  Tue,  17  Sep  1996  21:52:56  +0000  (GMT) 

From:  Ted  Glick  <indpol@igc.apc.org> 

Subject:  Caravan  for  Dustice 

To:  Multiple  recipients  of  list  ACTIV-L  <ACTIV-L@mizzoul.missouri.edu> 
The  Caravan  for  Dustice 

Below  is  the  itinerary  for  the  Caravan  for  Dustice.  The 
Caravan  left  the  Pine  Ridge  Lakota  Sioux  Indian  reservation  in 
mid-September  and  is  traveling  across  the  country  towards  Wall 
Street,  scheduled  to  arrive  on  October  29th  for  a mass 
demonstration  there. 

Since  the  Caravan  is  on  the  road,  if  you  want  to  make 
contact  with  it  you  should  contact  the  national  office  of  the 
Independent  Progressive  Politics  Network  at  718-624-7807  (t), 
718-643-9603  (f),  or  indpol@igc.apc.org.  We  will  be  in  regular 
contact  with  Inila-Wakan,  the  main  initiator  and  organizer  of  the 
Caravan,  as  it  travels. 

Sept.  20-21--CfD  arrives  at  Hoopa  Valley  Indian  reservation, 
northern  California 

Sept.  22- -Arrives  at  Carson  City,  Nevada  for  rally  at  the  State 
Capitol  in  support  of  the  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley.  Support  for 
native  sovereignty  and  the  western  Shoshone. 

Sept.  23--Arrives  at  Flaggstaff,  Arizona.  Traveling  to  Big 
Mountain  in  support  of  the  Flopi  and  Dine  people. 

Sept.  25- -Arrives  at  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico  for  rally  at  the  state 
capitol.  Stop  the  dumping  of  nuclear  waste  on  native  lands. 

Support  the  Mescalero  Apache  resistance! 

Sept.  27-28- -Arrives  at  Fort  Laramie,  Wyoming  for  treaty  meetings 
during  the  nine-nation  treaty  meeting  to  reaffirm  the  1868 
treaty! 

Sept.  29- -Arrives  at  Lawrence,  Kansas.  Demonstration  for  freedom 
at  Leavenworth  on  the  30th  in  support  of  Leonard  Peltier 
Oct.  1-2- - 
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This  issue  contains  articles  from  NATIVELIT-L,  NativeWeb  & NATIVE-L 
listservers;  North  American  Spirit  Lodge;  UUCP  & genie  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, igc . indig. education 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  , don.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"During  the  first  year,  a newly-married  couple  discovers  whether  they 
can  agree  with  each  other  and  be  happy  --  if  not,  they  part  and  look  for 
other  partners.  If  we  were  to  live  together  and  disagree,  we  should  be 
as  foolish  as  the  whites. 

"No  indiscretion  can  banish  a woman  from  her  parental  lodge.  It  makes 
no  difference  how  many  children  she  brings  home;  she  is  always  welcome. 
The  kettle  is  over  the  fire  to  feed  them." 

Black  Hawk,  Sauk 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 


[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  | Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 

j States  Constitution,  | Nations, 

j so  that  my  forefathers  \ 

\ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

+-  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  Minnesota  Civil  Liberties  Union,  on  behalf  of  the  G.  Heileman  and 
Hornell  Brewing  companies,  won  an  appellate  court  victory  that  will  allow 
beer  companies  to  resume  selling  a malt  liquor  named  after  Crazy  Horse, 
the  famed  Sioux  Indian  leader  and  an  outspoken  opponent  of  drinking. 

The  Minnesota  court  of  appeals  overturned  a 1994  state  law  banning  use 
of  American  Indian  leaders'  names  as  brand  names.  The  court  said  the  law 
was  too  specific  and  violated  the  free  speech  rights  of  the  brewer.  New 
York-based  Hornell  Brewing  Co. 

I do  not  advocate  emulating  your  enemy.  That  means  you  have  to  become 
superior  at  the  things  it  does  to  become  a victor,  and  I do  not  want  to 
see  any  American  Indian  poison  his  or  her  own  spirit  by  trying  to  be  more 
greedy  or  more  insulting  and  disrespectful  than  we  have  seen  the  dominant 
society  capable  of. 

Still,  it  is  tempting  to  wonder  how  the  court  would  have  reacted  if  the 
bottler  of  First  Nations  Cola  decided  to  distribute  a rot-gut  whiskey  or 
fortified  wine  and  named  it  "George  Washington  Spirits"  or  "Andrew  'Stoned 
Wall'  Dackson  Swamp  Fever  Swill". 

My  thanks  to  Ted  Burton  for  adding  a language  to  the  banner.  He  has 
given  us  "Aunchemokauhettittea" , 'Let  us  share  news'  in  Nanhigganeuk. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Peltier  Updates 

- Christmas  Clemency  Tour 

- Another  Elder  Lost 

- Selu  and  Cyberspace 

- Good  News  for  the  Delawares 

- ICWA  Alert  and  Update 

- Western  Shoshone  Hotspring  Threatened  - 

- Singing  Wolf:A  Walk  of  Hope 

- Kinsella  (More  on  Wannabes) 

- NA  Foods  Given  to  the  World 

- Poem:  Ancient  Elders 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Peltier  Updates"  

Date:  Wed,  25  Sep  1996  13:44:55  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : IMPORTANT!!!  Peltier  Update:  and  please  stand  by: 

UUCP  email  [Editorial  Note:  Read  all  three  posts  from  Freedom  Heart, 

then  follow  through  with  calls  and 
letters ! ] 


Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 
Conspiracy  to  Defraud 
Logging  in  the  Headwaters  Complex 
Save  Owain  Lake  Forest 
Education  of  Akwesasne  Mohawks 
Increasing  Violence  in  Chiapas 
Native  America  Calling 


(*,*) 

===w=w=== 


Hello:  I just  got  off  the  phone  with  Lisa,  at  the  LPDC.  It  appears  that 
we  were  not  successful  at  stopping  the  transfer  of  Leonard.  The  LPDC  hears 
from  Leonard  daily,  and  they  have  not  heard  anything.  They  have  reason  to 
believe  he  is  in  transit.  If  that  is  indeed  the  case,  we  are  now  all  on 
stand-by,  in  case  we  need  to  mobilize  and  take  action.  As  I've  explained, 
transfers  for  Leonard  are  very  dangerous,  and  if  they  mess  with  him,  it  is 
up  to  us  to  take  action.  PLEASE  let  the  BOP  know  that  we  hold  them 
accountable  for  Leonard's  safety.  I will  be  talking  to  the  LPDC  again 
tomorrow.  In  the  meantime,  Pam  has  been  kind  enough  to  forward  this  post 
from  alt. native,  from  the  LPDC  directly,  (see  below.) 

Until  we  know  anything  for  sure,  remember  that  there  are  still  things  you 
can  do.  Share  what  is  happening  with  Leonard  with  people  you  think  will 
take  action,  or  tell  others.  Fax  the  BOP,  and  make  sure  they  know  we  hold 
them  fully  accountable  for  Leonard's  welfare.  (If  you  cannot  fax,  please 
phone.)  Call,  email,  and  write  a letter  to  the  President,  and  urge 
Executive  Clemency  for  Leonard.  If  you  have  copies  of  the  petition,  get 
signatures  on  them,  and  mail  them  to  the  White  House  and  copies  to  the  LPDC. 
(Please  let  me  know  when  you  are  doing  this,  so  I know  how  many  petitions 
are  going  in  from  this  LPSG.  Thank  you!) 

If  and  when  the  LPDC  knows  anything,  they  contact  their  LPSG's  as  soon  as 
possible ...  but  there  are  a lot  of  us.  That  is  why  I check  in  every  so  often 
with  them. ...  sometimes  daily,  when  things  like  this  are  happening.  Lisa 
knows  I will  call  tomorrow,  so  if  anything  happens  before  then,  we  will  let 
you  know.  Anything  else  you  can  do?  Yes.  Pray. 

And  Pam,  if  you  catch  an  update  on  alt. native  before  I do,  I greatly 
appreciate  the  forwards,  and  thank  you  once  again  for  this  one.  I watch  for 

them,  but  they  are  not  always  there  when  I look!  :-) 

Thank  you  most  kindly,  and  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  you  all: 

Date:  Fri,  27  Sep  1996  11:17:26  -0500  (CDT) 

Sub j : Update: 

Hello,  all:  I just  spoke  with  Bill  at  the  LPDC.  They  have  been  told  that 
Leonard  is  indeed  at  the  Springfield  Medical  Facility.  It  seems  that  he 
arrived  there  on  Wednesday,  and  was  put  in  the  hole.  (This  is  customary 
when  transferring  a prisoner,  that  they  are  put  in  the  hole  for  24  hours. 
Then,  they  are  supposed  to  be  out  of  the  hole.)  However,  Leonard  is  still 
_in_  the  hole. 

The  people  at  Springfield  are  not  being  extremely  cooperative.  When  asked 
why  Leonard  is  still  in  the  hole,  the  reply  was  "we  don't  move  people  on 
Friday."  Which  means  he  will  be  in  there  until  _Monday_!  The  attorneys  got 
permission  for  Bill  to  be  allowed  to  go  in  and  see  him  tomorrow,  which  is 
good.  Since  the  LPDC  has  not  talked  directly  _to_  Leonard,  it  is  difficult 
to  know  how  he  is,  and/or  what  has  transpired.  If  Bill  sees  him  tomorrow, 
we  will  know  more.  However,  I will  not  know  until  I contact  the  LPDC  again 
on  Monday,  which  is  the  soonest  I can  reach  them.  They  will  know  more  by 

then,  anyway. 

In  the  meantime,  please  continue  to  contact  the  BOP,  and  tell  them  that 
Leonard  needs  his  medical  records.  He  has  filled  out  all  the  necessary 
forms,  and  they  are  just  stalling.  He  cannot  make  an  informed  decision 
about  his  own  health  care,  without  a copy  of  his  records.  And  they  are 
_his_.  They  belong  to  him. 

Since  he  is  at  the  Medical  Facility,  which  is  where  they  did  his  surgery,  it 
is  of  utmost  importance  that  he  receive  those  records  _quickly_!  Contact 
information  for  the  BOP: 

The  Bureau  of  Prisons 
Hole  Building 
320  First  Street  NW 
Washington,  DC  20534 
Phone  #:  202-724-3083 

Fax.  #:  202-514-6867 

(Updated  phone  number  may  be:  913-621-3939  Kansas  Regional  Office 
+++++ 

Also,  please  continue  to  call,  email,  fax,  write  President  Clinton  at  the 
White  House,  and  urge  Executive  Clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier.  (Please 


remember  when  emailing  to  make  your  header  "LEONARD  PELTIER".)  You  _cannot_ 
do  this  too  many  times!  :-)  Keep  letting  them  know  we  want  Leonard  free, 
and  home,  where  he  should  be.  Thank  you! 

President  Clinton 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Washington,  DC  20500 
Comment  line:  202-456-1111 
(F)  202-456-2461 
Email:  President@Whitehouse.gov 
+++++ 

The  LPDC  has  requested  that  if  you  _do_  have  any  further  questions,  please 
_email_  them  to:  lpdc@idir.net  (Peltier  Defense  Committee) 

They  are  very  busy  with  all  this,  and  their  phone  lines  are  flooded.  They 
keep  the  LPSG's  notified  of  anything  major.  In  the  meantime,  we  keep 
working,  and  there's  a lot  of  waiting  involved. 

Thanks  for  caring,  working,  and  waiting.  If  you  pray,  please  do.  While  we 
are  sitting  at  our  computers,  Leonard  sits  in  the  hole,  for  no  reason.  We 
cannot  forget  that.  Thanks. 

In  the  Spirit: 

Freedom  Heart 
f reedom@prairienet . org 
Freedom  LPSG 
FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! ! ! 

"to  the  people  who  struggle  for  their  freedom, 
i embrace  you  and  send  you  my  love  and  strength." 

--Leonard  Peltier  / POW  -- 

Date:  Tue,  1 Oct  1996  13:06:51  -0500  (CDT) 

Subject:  URGENT!!!  Leonard  Peltier! 

O'siyo:  I just  received  a call  from  the  LPDC.  Leonard  is  still  being  held 
in  solitary,  instead  of  having  been  released  back  into  the  general 
population,  as  he  should  have  been.  Springfield  Medical  Facility  is  _not_ 
doing  what  they  said  they  were  going  to,  and  have  not,  all  along,  since  this 
transfer.  There  is  _N0_  reason  why  Leonard  should  still  be  in  solitary. 

(He  has  been  in  there  since  his  transfer  last  Wednesday.  It  is  customary  to 
hold  prisoner's  transferred  in,  in  solitary,  for  24  hours.  This  is  his  7th 
day!!!)  It  is  time  to  move  quickly,  and  effectively. 

Please  phone  Warden  Koehane  at  the  Springfield  Medical  Facility.  The 
number  is:  1-417-862-7041. 

There  are  three  points  to  be  made: 

1. )  There  is  _no  reason_  for  Leonard  to  be  held  in  solitary. 

2. )  They  said  he  would  definitely  be  released  back  into  the  general 
population  yesterday,  and  it  was  not  done.  Why? 

3. )  We  want  him  released  back  into  the  general  population,  and  out  of 
solitary  _now_! 

Please  pass  this  on  to  people  who  you  think  would  make  the  call.  We  need  to 
get  him  out  of  the  hole.  This  is  getting  ridiculous,  to  say  the  very  least. 
Leonard  objected  to  the  transfer  in  the  first  place.  We  tried  to  stop  that, 
unsuccessfully.  There  is  absolutely  no  reason  for  him  to  sit  in  solitary. 
Thank  you  for  your  help! 

In  the  Spirit: 

Freedom  Heart 
f reedom@prairienet . org 
Freedom  LPSG 
FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! ! ! 

"to  the  people  who  struggle  for  their  freedom, 
i embrace  you  and  send  you  my  love  and  strength." 

--Leonard  Peltier  / POW  -- 

"RE : Christmas  Clemency  Tour"  


Date:  Tue,  1 Oct  1996  23:20:55  -0400 


From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub  j : N.A.S.L.  - Fwd:  xmas  tour 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 
FOR  YOUR  INFO 


Sub j : xmas  tour 

Date:  96-10-01  19:38:56  EDT 

From:  MOMFEATHR 

hi  mike  have  made  call  to  warden  for  Leonard the  calls  must  be 

made  before  5 o'clock  or  they  will  not  get  to  the  warden thanks 

marti  PLEASE  PUT  THIS  OUT  FOR  US  THANKS 


"BRING  PELTIER  HOME" 

P.O.  BOX  315  NEWPORT,  KY  41701 
606  431  2346  ---  FAX  606  5819458 

XMAS  CLEMENCY  TOUR  SET 

BANKS,  RED  CROW  WESTERMAN  SIGNED  TO  HEADLINE  15  EVENTS 

U.  S.  PRESIDENTS  USUALLY  GRANT  PARDONS,  AND  EXECUTIVE  CLEMENCY  ORDERS  A 
FEW  DAYS  BEFORE  THE  X MAS  HOLIDAYS  we  are  requesting  all  Leonard  Peltier 
supporters  to  give  an  extra  push  this  '96  holiday  season  asking  President 
Clinton  to  bring  Peltier  Home. 

Dennis  Banks  AIMS  NATION  FIELD  DIRECTOR,  and  Floyd  "Red  Crow"  Westerman, 
noted  entertainer  and  featured  actor  will  headline  a Xmas  Clemency  Tour  for 
Peltier,  beginning  Nove.  30th  in  San  Francisco,  California,  ending  in  Chicago 
December  23rd.  This  tour  will  be  done  in  the  same  style  as  a Presidential 
election!!!!  Which  means;  TOUR  BUSSES,  NATIVE  MUSIC,  NATIVE  BANDS,  NATIVE 
POETRY,  TRADITIONAL  DRUMMING,  SINGING  & DANCING.  NON  NATIVE  MUSICIANS  AND 
POETS  ARE  WELCOME  AS  WELL. 

If  you  know  anyone  who  would  be  interested  in  joining  this  tour  have  them 
contact  the  INTERNATIONAL  BRING  PELTIER  HOME  CAMPAIGN  OFFICES  IN  KENTUCKY, 
should  be  financially  able  to  return  home  after  the  tour  is  over  and  assume 
their  own  cost  of  travel.  ALL  EXPENSES  ON  THE  ROAD  WILL  BE  COVERED. 


THE 

TOUR 

DATE 

SITE 

CONTACT 

PERSON/# 

Nov 

30 

San  Francisco 

Toby  Dubes 

415 

388 

4732 

Dec 

2 

Chico,  Ca. 

Lynell  Smith 

916 

895 

1171 

Dec 

4 

Flagstaff,  Az 

Lindy  Dim 

520 

774 

4991 

Dec 

5 

Phoenix 

Vernon  Foster 

Dec 

7 

Santa  Fe 

Tosh/benito 

505 

466 

2884 

Dec 

8 

Albq 

TBA 

Dec 

10 

Ok  City 

TBA 

DEC 

11 

Tulsa 

TBA 

DEC 

13 

Lawrence,  Ks 

Gloria  Lowe 

918 

266 

1423 

Dec 

14 

Iowa 

TBA 

DEC 

17 

Bemidji,  Mn 

TBA 

Dec 

19-20 

Mpls/St  Paul  mn 

TBA 

Dec 

22 

Oneida,  Wise 

D Powless 

414 

869 

2641 

Dec 

23 

Chicago,  111 

Ed  2 Rivers 

312 

728 

6756 

ALL  DATES  ARE  FIXED! ! ! ! ! 

WE  ARE  ALSO  PUTTING  OUT  A CALL  FOR  SOUND  EQUIPMENT  AND  LIGHTING.  IF  YOU  OR 
YOUR  COMPANY  COULD  LEND  US  THE  SOUND  WE  WILL  RETURN  IT  AS  SOON  AS  WE  FINISH 
THE  TOUR. 

D3B/FW/LP 


— "RE:  Another  Elder  Lost" 

Date:  Tue,  1 Oct  1996  15:01:41  +500 
From:  "Trika"  <tdeer@skylands . net> 
Sub j : Another  Elder  Lost 


UUCP  email 


Another  respected  Elder  lost. 

Sad  news  of  another  Comanche  speaker  lost,  if  you  have  not  already  heard. 

Forrest  Kassanavoid,  Comanche  teacher  of  Indiahoma,  OK,  passed  away 
Friday,  September  20,  1996  after  a long  illness. 

For  those  who  did  not  know  him,  he  was  one  of  the  finest  language 
teachers  and  resources  on  Comanche  culture  and  history.  He  was  a member 
f the  Comanche  codetalker  unit  in  WWII  (there  are  now  3 remaining).  He 
collaborated  with  lots  of  anthropologists,  linguists  & museum  directors, 
etc.  He  taught  a community  Comanche  class  for  adults  in  Indiahoma. 

Forrest  will  be  missed  by  all  his  students  and  friends. 

Subeet'  ma, 

Trika 


"RE : Selu  and  Cyberspace"  

Date:  27  Sep  1996  02:25:51  GMT 

From:  Dennis  McClain-Furmanski  <dmcclain@runet . edu> 

Sub j : Selu  and  Cyberspace:  Marilou  Awiakta 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
[Note  from  Dennis: 

If  it's  not  entirely  clear  that  this  was  my  experience  of  her  words  -- 

very  little  was  actually  direct  quote  --  please  make  a note  of  that?  I'm 

sure  my  words  weren't  spoken  as  well  as  hers,  and  I want  to  be  sure  this 

is  understood.  And  thank  you  for  asking.] 

It  is  my  honor  to  be  able  to  pass  along  to  you,  with  permission, 
something  of  the  words  of  Marilou  Awiakta  as  spoken  at  Radford 
University,  Sept.  26,  1996,  in  the  keynote  address  for  the  Year 
of  Corn  and  Culture.  I am  writing  from  memory,  and  apologize  in 
advance  for  any  mistakes  and  for  not  being  able  to  provide  more 
of  what  she  said. 

Marilou  Awiakta  is  Cherokee  from  eastern  Tennessee,  and  is  proud  to 
consider  herself  Appalachian.  Her  most  recent  book,  "Selu:  Seeking  the 
Corn  Mother's  Wisdom"  was  released  in  1994.  It  contains  stories  and 
poems  of  both  personal  and  spiritual  natures.  Her  first  book  "Abiding 
Appalachia"  is  one  of  poetry,  and  her  second  "Rising  Fawn  and  the  Fire 
Mystery"  is  a children's  book. 

Before  she  spoke,  the  audience  was  told  that  this  year  Radford 
University  received  a grant  of  376  acres  of  land  from  a donor,  and 
raised  $400,000  for  a building  going  on  that  land.  This  is  to  be  the 
Selu  Conservancy,  a study  center  for  environmental  sciences,  a 
recreation  area  and  a retreat  for  creative  artists.  It  is  five  miles 
from  the  main  campus  in  the  Appalachian  hills  along  the  New  River. 

There  is  already  a garden  of  corn  growing  there,  a companion  to  the  garden 
of  corn  growing  on  campus. 

Marilou  Awiakta's  talk  was  on  "Keeping  Connection:  Selu,  Cyberspace 
and  Our  Appalachian  Heritage."  She  began  by  telling  of  herself  and  her 
family's  history,  a Scotsman  marrying  a Cherokee  in  the  late  1700 's  in 
southwestern  Virginia.  Her  family  has  been  Appalachian  residents  for 
seven  generations. 

She  spoke  on  the  need  for  people  to  be  connected  --to  each  other  as 
well  as  all  other  things.  She  began  thinking  about  this  upon  the  birth 
of  her  grandson  a few  months  ago,  and  very  soon  after  watched  a TV 
show  about  the  internet.  She  saw  a parallel  between  the  internet, 
particularly  the  World  Wide  Web,  and  the  way  the  world  works.  She 
illustrated  her  idea  by  having  eight  people  stand  in  a circle  and  pass 
a ball  of  string  back  and  forth  between  them  until  they  had  formed  a 
web.  She  had  them  hold  it  tight  so  that  all  could  see  the  shape,  then 
had  one  let  go.  This  cause  the  web  to  lose  its  shape,  showing  how  the 
loss  of  one  affects  all. 


She  then  spoke  of  her  experience  in  living  in  Appalachia  among  people 
who  are  kind  and  friendly.  Her  good  experiences  showed  in  her  manner 
of  speaking,  as  she  had  good  to  say  about  everyone  she  mentioned.  She 
also  spoke  of  her  experience  with  the  coming  of  technology,  which 
helped  raise  Appalachia  out  of  poverty.  She  claimed  great  respect  for 
the  science  and  technology  and  the  people  who  do  these  things,  with 
the  understanding  that  although  they  can  be  misused,  they  can  also  do 
much  good.  She  told  of  Marie  and  Pierre  Curie  first  seeing  Radium 
glowing  in  their  lab  and  being  awed  by  the  constant  light,  but  not 
knowing  better,  they  started  carrying  it  around  with  them.  Not  knowing 
enough  of  the  power  of  what  they  had  discovered,  they  caused 
themselves  great  harm.  She  hoped  that  people  would  learn  to  learn  more 
about  their  great  successes  to  avoid  the  damage  they  can  do. 

She  spoke  of  corn,  and  particularly  of  the  lessons  of  life  that  can  be 
learned  from  it.  It  demands  respect  in  the  way  of  a great  deal  of  work 
in  order  for  it  to  bear  fruit,  but  when  treated  with  respect  can 
provide  food  for  many.  She  quotes  an  encyclopedia  which  stated  that 
many  people  came  to  the  this  continent  on  a "bridge  of  corn".  Also 
from  the  article  was  the  history  of  the  spread  of  corn  to  the  rest  of 
the  world.  Both  the  African/Arab  traders  and  the  Chinese  came  here 
before  1,000  CE  and  took  corn  back  with  them  to  their  homes. 

She  connected  the  science  which  described  the  emergence  of  corn 
(discovered  by  a woman  botanist  for  which  she  earned  the  Nobel  prize), 
terms  a "catastrophic  sexual  transmutation"  with  the  spiritual 
description  of  corn  being  "a  gift  from  the  creator".  She  said  these 
were  the  same  thing  in  different  words. 

She  ended  her  talk  by  describing  an  ear  of  corn,  showing  all  colors 
when  it  is  dried.  Brown,  yellow,  white,  red,  black,  around  and  around 
the  ear  of  corn,  each  with  its  own  place,  and  each  fitting  perfectly 
side  by  side  with  the  others  around  it.  And  this  was  where  she  ended, 
saying  that  the  picture  of  a well  balanced  world  lived  in  an  ear  of 
corn . 

She  closed  her  talk  with  a dance,  playing  first  the  North  drum,  then 
the  South  drum,  and  then  the  North  again,  and  having  the  audience 
dance  in  front  of  their  seats. 

It  has  been  my  pleasure  and  honor  to  be  allowed  to  share  my  experience 
of  Marilou  Awiakta's  words. 

"The  Law  of  Respect  is  in  the  seed.  Remember."  --  Marilou  Awiakta 

"RE : Good  News  for  the  Delawares"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Sep  96  08:09:00  PDT 

From:  "Cade,  Susan,  , SAM-GNFB"  <CADES@comm . hq . af . mil> 

Sub  j : Good  News  for  the  Delawares 

Forwarded  email 

I just  got  a phone  call  from  my  mother  telling  me  that  the  Delaware  tribe 
has  had  their  Federal  Recognition  status  RETURNED  after  upteen  years  of 
legal  battles  with  the  BIA  and  the  Oklahoma  Cherokee  Tribe. 

My  mother  (Nancy  Falleaf)  stated  that  she  thought  she  would  never  see 
this  day  arrive  in  her  lifetime.  I'm  so  happy  that  she  has...  The  elders 
are  rejoicing  along  with  all  the  tribal  members.  We  will  no  longer  be 
known  to  as  "The  Delawares,  adopted  tribe  of  the  Cherokees" . . . 

I would  like  for  all  of  you  the  send  the  Delaware  Chief,  Curtis  Zunigha, 
a email  note  to  congratulate  him  for  his  persistence  in  following  this 
issue  through  . He  put  in  many,  many  long  hours  in  meetings  with  other 
tribal  chiefs  gaining  support,  traveling  many  miles  to  meet  with  the 
Cherokee  Chief,  drafting  correspondence  , traveling  to  DC  many  times  to 
meet  with  the  BIA  (Ada  Deer  and  lawyers)  and  working  along  side  of  the 
Delaware  tribal  lawyer,  who  I might  add,  KNEW  HER  STUFF  ! ! Her  research 
was  awe  inspiring! ! ! ! And  of  course  the  many  other  tribal  members  who 
helped  bring  this  day  around. 

We  will  no  longer  have  to  sing  that  familiar  song  "LET  OUR  PEOPLE  GO" 


Please  help  me  spread  the  happy  news  to  any  member  of  the  Delaware  Tribe 
(Lenape)  located  in  other  parts  of  the  country  or  abroad.... 

You  can  contact  the  Chief  and  council  members  at  the  following  address., 
you  might  want  to  visit  their  web  site  also 

http : //www. cowboy . net /native/ lenape. mail 2. html 

Susan  Cade,  Delaware  (Federally  Recognized  Tribal  Member)  smile  :) 

"RE : ICWA  Alert  and  Update"  

Date:  96-09-28  00:15:58  EDT 

From:  KarenlG@gnn.com  (Karen  1 Gould) 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.:  ICWA  Amendments  Alert  and  Update 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 

The  Senate  passed  Senator  McCain's  bill  (S.1962)  amending  the  Indian  Child 
Welfare  Act  of  1978  last  night  (9/26/96).  This  bill  includes  most  of  the 
proposals  suggested  by  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  in  the 
Dune  Tulsa  meeting,  including  timely  notification  of  tribes  regarding  an 
Indian  Child  being  placed  for  adoption  or  foster  care,  and  penalties  for 
adoption  agencies  and  lawyers  who  mis-represent  the  Indian  ancestry  of  a 
child  to  avoid  invoking  the  protections  of  the  ICWA. 

A "companion"  bill  introduced  in  the  House  by  Rep.  Don  Young  of  Alaska 
(H.R.  3828)  is  ready  to  be  acted  upon.  This  bill  is  essentially  the  same 
as  the  McCain  bill.  Cynthia  Ahwinona,  staff  member  of  the  House  Committee 
on  Resources,  reports  that  they  are  attempting  to  get  Rep.  Young's  bill  on 
the  schedule  for  a floor  vote  later  today  (9/27/96).  If  they  are 
successful,  the  bill  will  go  to  President  Clinton  for  his  signature. 

These  bills  grew  out  of  an  attempt  to  prevent  another  amendment  to  the 
ICWA  which  would  have  directly  attacked  Tribal  Sovereignty  by  allowing 
courts  to  decide  which  children  are  "indian  enough"  to  be  protected  by  the 
ICWA.  That  bill  (H.R.  3286)  is  essentially  dead. 

While  Senator  McCain's  and  Rep.  Young's  bills  enjoy  widespread  support 
among  many  Native  American  groups,  some  Native  American  groups  and 
activists  are  concerned  that  the  bills  do  not  directly  prohibit  use  of  the 
"Existing  Indian  Family  Doctrine"  which  has  been  used  in  some  cases  to 
avoid  invoking  the  protections  of  the  ICWA  in  some  adoptions. 

More  information  on  the  history  of  these  bills  can  be  found  at: 
http://members.gnn . com/karen jg/ICWA_Info/homepage. htm 

Karen 

Life  is  a Rorschach  test.  It's  what  you  make  of  it  that  counts. 

"RE;  Western  Shoshone  Hotspring  Threatened"  

Date:  Wed,  25  Sep  1996  16:55:47  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Byron  C.  Pickett"  <74642. 3551@CompuServe.COM> 

Sub j : Western  Shoshone  Hotspring  Threatened 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

Protect  Western  Shoshone  Lands 

Oro  Nevada  Mining  Company  Crescent  Valley  Nevada  Native  American  land 
WESTERN  SHOSHONE  DEFENSE  PRODECT 

P.O.Box  211106,  Crescent  Valley, NV.  89821  Ph : (702)468-0230  Fax:(702)468-0237 

Canadian  Mining  Company  Threatens  Western  Shoshone  Hot  Spring 
September  8th,  1996 

The  Dann  family  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation,  the  Western  Shoshone 
Defense  Project,  and  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  are  asking  for 
your  immediate  assistance  in  protecting  a site  of  cultural/spiritual 
significance. 

Oro  Nevada  Mining  Company  has  filed  a Notice  of  Intent  with  the  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  to  conduct  exploratory  drilling  for  gold  directly  on 


top  of  a hot  spring  located  approximately  one  mile  south  of  the  Dann  ranch 
in  Crescent  Valley,  Nevada. 

The  drilling  is  scheduled  to  start  in  early  September  and  may  begin  any 
day  now. 

The  Danns  and  the  W.S.N.C.  have  informed  the  B.L.M.  and  the  mining 
company  that  the  hot  spring  and  the  surrounding  area  is  extremely 
important  spiritually  and  culturally  and  requested  that  it  not  be 
disturbed  by  mining  activity. In  response  to  these  requests  Oro  Nevada  has 
repeatedly  mislead  Western  Shoshone  representative  and  moved  forward  with 
their  exploration  plans.  Past  exploratory  drilling  has  destroyed  other  hot 
springs  in  the  area.  The  hot  spring  adjacent  to  the  Dann  ranch  is 
especially  vulnerable  because  of  its  low  flow.  The  intrusions  of  mining 
activity  onto  their  sacred  area  represents  an  attack  on  freedom  of 
religion,  a right  guaranteed  by  the  United  States  Constitution.  Public 
pressure  must  be  applied  to  force  the  BLM  and  Oro  Nevada  to  respect  the 
rights  of  the  Western  Shoshone  and  preserve  their  cultural  sites. 

The  U.S.  Constitution  states  that  treaties,  agreements  between  sovereign 
nations,  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  The  1863  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley 
between  the  U.S.  and  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  remains  in  effect, 
affirming  the  sovereign  status  of  the  Western  Shoshone  and  recognizing  the 
boundaries  of  their  territory.  The  destruction  of  cultural  sites  and  water 
sources  was  clearly  not  intended  to  be  permitted  through  the  Treaty  of 
Ruby  Valley.  Oro  Nevada's  activities  fall  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
Western  Shoshone  Nation  and  violate  the  Treaty  and  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Oro  Nevada  Mining  Company  first  appeared  in  the  Crescent  Valley  area  in 
early  spring  1996,  staking  claims  on  most  of  the  so-called  public  lands 
surrounding  the  Dann  ranch.  In  Duly  1996  Oro  Nevada  purchased  the 
neighboring  Dean  Ranch,  48,276  acres  of  private  land  spread  across  the 
Dann's  traditional  use  area.  In  total,  Oro  Nevada  controls  over  94,000 
acres  of  land  in  the  Crescent  Valley  area.  The  company  is  completely  owned 
by  Oro  Nevada  Resources  Inc.  of  Toronto,  Ontario  Canada  and  selling  stock 
through  the  MVP  Capital  Corporation,  also  of  Toronto.  They  were  able  to 
raise  40  million  dollars  almost  overnight  to  fund  the  purchase  of  the  Dean 
Ranch  and  their  exploration  activities  in  Crescent  Valley.  One  of  the 
founding  directors  is  a wealthy  Canadian  geologist  named  Ian  Parks  who  has 
connections  with  mining  ventures  around  the  world. 

The  Danns  live  on  one  of  the  few  areas  surrounding  the  world  famous 
"Carlin  Trend"  ore  body  that  has  not  been  extensively  explored  or  impacted 
by  gold  mining  ventures.  These  activities  by  Oro  Nevada  represent  the 
final  invasion  of  trans-national  gold  mining  ventures  on  the  traditional 
lands  of  the  Dann  family.  The  potential  of  these  activities  to  destroy  the 
hot  spring  and  other  cultural  sites  represents  not  only  an  attack  on  the 
Dann  family  but  on  the  cultural  integrity  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation. 
The  destruction  of  sacred  sites  is  an  attempt  at  the  destruction  of  the 
spirit.  These  acts  constitute  genocide  against  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation. 
1.  Phone  calls,  faxes  and  letters  area  needed  to  the  BLM  and  Oro  Nevada. 

Calls  and  faxes  are  better  because  of  the  immediacy  of  the  situation. 

Important  points  to  make  are: 

The  Danns  and  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  have  asked  that  no 
drilling  or  other  mining  activities  occur  in  Section  10,  Township  28  North, 
Range  49  East,  the  area  containing  the  hot  spring.  The  United  States 
government  has  still  failed  to  provide  documentation  on  how  they  acquired 
legal  title  to  Western  Shoshone  lands.  Until  they  prove  title  has  been 
legally  transferred,  the  Western  Shoshone  retain  their  rights  and 
responsibilities  towards  their  traditional  territory.  Mining  companies  and 
the  Federal  government  must  respect  the  wishes  of  the  Dann  family  and  the 
Western  Shoshone  Nation. 

The  U.S.  Constitution  guarantees  the  freedom  of  religion.  This  freedom 
is  meaningless  if  the  sites  connected  to  the  practice  of  the  religion  are 
destroyed.  Other  laws  protecting  cultural  sites  such  as  the  American 
indian  Religious  Freedom  Act,  and  the  National  Flistoric  Preservation  Act 
have  been  ignored  in  regards  to  the  drilling  around  the  hot  spring. 

Flot  springs  are  rare  and  represent  places  of  very  significant  cultural 
and  spiritual  value  to  the  Western  Shoshone.  If  a hot  spring  is  destroyed 
it  cannot  be  replaced.  Drilling  has  damaged  or  destroyed  hot  springs  in 


the  past.  The  destruction  of  these  sacred  places  represents  a continued 
genocide  against  the  Western  Shoshone. 

You  support  the  Western  Shoshone  in  their  desire  for  the  hot  spring  and 
other  cultural  areas  to  remain  undisturbed. 

The  following  individuals  and  companies  should  be  contacted  immediately 
and  frequently: 

Anne  Morgan 

State  Director 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

850  Harvard  Way 

P.O.Box  12000 

Reno,  Nevada  89520-0006 

Ph:  702-785-6400  fax:  702-785-6411 

Helen  Hankins 
District  Manager 
Elko  BLM 
P.0.  831 

Elko,  Nevada  89803<BR> 

Ph:  702-753-0200  fax:  702-753-0255 

Robert  Allen  Jones 
President 

Oro  Nevada  Mining  Company 
6490  South  McCarran  Blvd. 

Building  D-l,  Suite  34 

Reno,  Nevada  89509 

Ph:  702-825-7499  fax:  702-825-5277 

<TDxh5>Peter  M.  Slocombe 

Investment  Manager 

Oro  Nevada  Resource  Inc. 

20  Adelaide  St.  East,  Suite  200 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5C  2T6 

Ph:  416-368-2985  fax  416-368-5201 

Margaret  Jamieson 
MVP  Capital  Corp. 

Box  28 

20  Adelaide  St.  East,  Suite  200 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5C  2T6 

Ph:  416-867-1100  fax:  416-867-1109 

2.  People  may  be  needed  to  participate  in  protests  on  non-violent  civil 
disobedience  to  protect  the  hot  spring  and  other  cultural  sites  in  the 
area.  This  would  be  a last  resort  if  other  avenues  fail  to  persuade  the 
BLM  or  Oro  Nevada.  Call  us  if  you  would  be  able  to  come  out  to  Crescent 
Valley  to  assist.  Please  remember  that  the  Western  Shoshone  continue  to 
abide  by  the  1863  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley,  a treaty  of  "Peace  and 
Friendship"  with  the  United  States.  We  are  committed  to  non-violence. 
Firearms,  drugs  and  alcohol  are  strictly  prohibited!  Please  call  us  first 
if  you  come  out! 

3.  Donations  of  money  and  office  supplies  are  always  need.  Research  is 
needed  on  Oro  Nevada  and  its  Canadian  relations.  We  are  especially 
interested  in  discovering  what  individuals  and/or  companies  have  invested 
in  oro  Nevada  Resource  Inc.  or  MVP  Capital  Corp. 

PLEASE  CONTACT  THE  W.S.D.P.  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION! 

"RE : Singing  Wolf:A  Walk  of  Hope"  

Date:  96/09/26  19:52 

From:  Suzan  Horovitch  (a.horovitch@genie.com) 

Sub j : Singing  Wolf:  A Walk  of  Hope 


genie  email 


SINGING  WOLF:  A WALK  OF  HOPE 

Nov.  28,  1994  in  Victoria  , British  Columbia  the  journey  of  hope  started. 
Singing  Wolf,  dedicated  to  a better  way  of  life  for  his  people  began  on 
his  mission  to  raise  money  for  a nation  wide  1 - 800-  HOPE  line.  Singing 
Wolf  believes  that  through  sincerity  and  commitment  this  can  be 
accomplished . 

He  began  his  walk  to  raise  peoples  awareness  of  the  affects  that  drugs 
and  alcohol  are  having  on  all  societies.  Native  and  Non  Native  peoples.  "I 
believe  we  can  all  come  together  in  a good  way  and  take  a serious  look  at 
what  drugs  and  alcohol  are  doing  to  our  lives,  especially  our  youth.  I 
want  to  get  the  message  out  to  the  kids  that  there  are  people  that  care" 
he  says. 

The  Hope  Line  will  be  run  by  Elders  and  youth  counsellors  and  available 
to  all  who  need  help. 

Singing  Wolf  stopped  along  the  Trans  Canada  and  in  small  communities  to 
speak.  He  says  many  youth  feel  a real  sense  of  despair,  with  suicide  the 
leading  killer  in  Native  youths.  " If  this  helps  just  one  person  - saves 
one  life'  it's  worth  it."  he  says.  The  hardest  part  of  his  walk  across 
Canada  was  not  the  loneliness  or  the  physical  discomfort  such  as  going 
without  food  or  sleeping  in  the  bush  but  the  hardest  was  leaving  behind 
the  people  he  came  to  know. 

Singing  Wolf  is  Plains  Cree  from  Edmonton.  He  was  motivated  to  start 
the  walk  because  he  had  lost  dear  friends  to  alcohol  and  drugs.  He 
collected  beads  throughout  his  journey  which  he  strings  on  a sinew.  These 
represent  the  Beads  of  Hope,  the  joining  of  hands  across  the  country.  He 
carried  with  him  two  symbols  of  unity,  a flag  filled  with  signatures  of 
Chiefs,  youth  and  teachers  and  a beaded  medallion  that  has  the  circular 
symbol  of  the  four  colours  of  the  human  race  being  red,  yellow,  black  and 
white.  Also  an  Eagle  Feather  travelled  with  him.  The  feather  was  given  to 
him  by  the  Stolo  Nation  and  is  handed  down  to  the  Chief,  Elders  and  Pipe 
Carriers  in  whose  care  he  may  be  in  as  he  passed  through  the  Native 
Territories . 

On  August  29,  1996  singing  Wolf  arrived  at  Mile  0 in  St.  John's  Nfld  and 
dipped  his  flag  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The  walk  ended  but  the  work  goes 
on.  In  order  to  set  up  the  Hope  Line,  much  more  funding  is  needed. 

Please  help  our  youth.  Tax  deductible  donations  can  be  sent  to:  The  Beads 
of  Hope  Foundation,  Suite  101,  2552  Vancouver  St.  Victoria,  BC  V8T  4A7 
or 

to  make  a toll  free  pledge  call  the  Beads  of  Hope  Foundation  Pledge 
Line  1-800-808-W.O. L. F or 

go  to  any  Royal  Bank  in  Canada  and  deposit  your  donation  in  the 
Beads  of  Hope  Foundation  Account:  #08000-103-4735 

"RE : Kinsella  (More  on  Wannabes)"  

Date:  Tue,  1 Oct  1996  07:40:36  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Kinsella 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 

To  Whom  it  may  concern: 

Some  of  us  grew  up  in  the  predominate  white  world,  attending 
parochial  and  public  schools,  living  in  a society  that  provided 
us  with  none  of  our  cultural  concerns,  which  we  may  have  gotten 
living  in  our  own  environment. 

Years  ago,  many  of  our  people,  stolen  from  their  homes  and  forced 
into  the  boarding  schools,  some  adopted  out  to  all  white  families, 
some  born  and  raised  in  the  city,  never  seeing  reservation  life, 
never  knowing  any  form  of  ancestral  culture,  only  knowing  that  they 
were  Indian,  and  those  who  were  adopted  out,  some  never  ventured 
on  to  find  their  families,  their  roots,  other's  searched. 

At  48  years  old,  I have  always  lived  in  Shoshone  Country  or  so  it 
seems,  however,  I have  lived  on  the  Fort  Hall  Indian  Reservation 


in  Idaho  and  the  Warm  Springs  Indian  Reservation  in  Oregon  and 
currently  reside  on  the  Elko  Indian  Colony  in  Nevada,  but,  I am 
not  either  a tribal  member  here,  or  of  Ft.  Hall  or  of  the  Warm 
Springs  reservation,  I am  a Wiyot(Weott)  of  Northern  California. 

There  are  three  Rancherias  with  Wiyot's  on  them.  I can  leave  Nevada 
and  go  to  California  to  these  three  Rancheria's  and  ask  about  my 
relatives,  and  somehow,  some  way,  someone  would  tell  me  my  family 
history,  just  by  saying  who  my  grandparents  were  or  who  my  aunts 
and  uncles  were,  like  most  people  would  know  Dave  Kibby  Sr.  from 
Smith  River,  my  late  uncle. 

My  son,  who  does  not  really  know  his  family  on  my  side,  because 
we  only  go  to  California  once  in  a while,  I've  told,  that  in  the 
event  anything  ever  happens  to  me,  all  he  would  need  to  do  is  go 
into  California,  to  one  of  the  three  Rancherias  and  there  he  would 
find  family. 

What  I'm  saying  here  is,  governments  don't  have  the  most  constructive 
form  of  keeping  records,  but  tribal  elder's  have  a very  unique  record 
keeping  system  all  their  own  and  they  have  always  had  this,  someone, 
knows,  someone  has  kept  information  of  who  is  related  and  for  the  most 
part,  if  you  can  not  find  it  there,  tribes  have  data  or  historical 
family  records  with  respect  to  blood  and  relations,  and  then  maybe  there 
is  no  one  left  and  your  the  only  one  left,  so  everyone  will  have  to 
believe  you. 

Once,  during  the  years  I was  partying,  I met  an  Indian  boy  in  the 
Sacramento  County  jail,  I asked  him  how  long  he  had  been  Indian  and 
he  told  me,  6 months.  He  had  been  adopted  out  when  he  was  a baby  and 
didn't  know  his  family,  although  he  knew  from  what  tribe  he  was  from. 

I ran  into  him  several  months  later,  he  was  working  and  told  me  that  he 
was  finally  going  home,  he  had  found  his  family,  all  just  by  going  to 
the  Sacramento  B.I.A.  and  asking  for  help  to  locate  his  people. 

We  meet  people  everyday  of  our  lives,  they  say, "I  am  Indian  although 
I can't  prove  it,  what  should  I do?"  These  people,  many  of  them  search 
hard,  while  others  make  excuses  that  the  tribes  won't  help  or  they 
can't  find  any  information  because  all  the  records  are  lost  and  they 
get  mad  at  us,  because  they  say  we  don't  understand  or  care. 

The  problem  in  this  is,  people  normally  claim  they  don't  have  the  time 
or  money  to  search,  they  just  want  to  be  accepted  for  what  they  are 
claiming  to  be  and  whether  there  is  proof  or  not,  that  shouldn't 
bother  anyone,  only  some  of  these  people  decided  to  sell  our  ceremonies, 
our  medicines,  they  have  abused  and  misused  something  they  had  no  right 
to,  while  yet  others  cry  out,"thats  not  what  I'm  going  to  do,  I just 
want  to  be  Indian!"  And  they  force  theirselves  on  a people  who  wonder 
why  it  is  so  important  to  be  Indian. 

80  to  100  million  Indian  people  of  600  or  700  tribes  lived  upon  this 
land,  now  there  is  only  2 million,  but  there  is  5 billion  waiting  to 
become  Indian  just  at  the  drop  of  a pin. 

To  some  of  us  it  is  sad  this  issue  of  so  many  wanting  to  be  Indian, 
especially  when  we  have  tribes  of  people  who  can't  even  be  recognized, 
when  we  have  tribes  who  are  still  fighting  for  their  treaty  rights, 
when  we  have  so  many  issues  going  unanswered,  when  we  have  so  many 
people  still  faced  with  racial  problems  and  all  the  while  we  see  people 
claiming  to  be  Indian  selling  us  out,  giving  away  something  that  doesn't 
belong  to  them,  telling  us  that  we  need  to  be  "Good  Indians"  and  give 
up  our  old  ways,  that  their  God  and  Desus  Christ  belongs  to  everyone, 
that  we  are  U.S.  Citizens  and  we  must  share  our  culture,  land  and  be 
free. 

There's  so  much  to  this  issue,  but  we  have  talked  and  no-one  listen, 
we  have  tried  to  explain,  but  no-one  cared,  our  expressions  we  thought 
would  provide  us  with  some  answers,  but  all  we  got  was  excuses,  we  tried 
to  help  people  find  their  own  self,  and  all  we  got  was  false  prophets, 
we  proclaimed  our  rights  and  we're  told  we  didn't  have  any  and  that  any- 
one could  be  Indian. 

Today,  our  history  is  being  re-written,  some  by  a people  who  only  dream 
of  how  it  was,  some  who  write  of  it  to  make  it  appear  to  be  colorful, 
some  who  add  to  it  events  or  matter's  that  people  often  wonder  where 


it  came  from,  and  some  write  of  it  using  a name  they  borrowed,  and  often 
now  and  then,  both  Indian  and  Non-Indian  write  a little  truth,  and  some 
will  write  anything  in  order  to  get  it  sold.  The  history  is  being  written 
by  tribal  member's,  maybe  it  will  be  good,  maybe  it  will  contain  a matter  of 
truth  because  much  of  it  has  been  kept,  and  then  maybe  some  of  it  will  be 
written  just  to  produce  another  dances  with  wolves 

"RE:  NA  Foods  Given  to  the  World" 

Date:  Mon,  30  Sep  1996  09:04:01  -0400 
From:  IlzeC@aol.com 

Sub j : Native  America's  contributions  to  the  world:  FOOD 

UUCP  email 

Native  America's  contributions  to  the  world:  FOOD 

It  is  fitting  that  November,  the  month  of  Thanksgiving,  is  designated  as 
Native  American  Month  since  food  is  one  of  the  major  contributions  of  Native 
America,  not  only  to  this  country  but  to  the  world.  Of  the  four  basic  food 
crops  of  the  world,  two  were  domesticated  by  Native  Americans — maize  (corn) 
and  potatoes.  The  other  two,  wheat  and  rice,  are  of  the  Old  World. 

As  every  American  knows,  the  Pilgrims  could  not  have  survived  without  the 
generosity  and  assistance  of  the  Native  Americans  who  supplied  corn  over  the 
first  winter  and  taught  the  pilgrims  how  to  grow  it  and  other  native  crops 
such  as  pumpkins,  squash,  and  beans.  The  harvest  of  those  crops  occasioned 
the  first  Thanksgiving.  All  the  foods  that  are  traditional  on  Thanksgiving 
are  Native  American  — pumpkins,  cranberries,  squash,  potatoes,  corn,  turkey, 
the  pecans  in  pecan  pie,  etc. 

Ancient  Native  Americans,  primarily  in  the  Andes  and  Mesoamerica,  were  the 
world's  premier  agronomists.  Today  they  are  recognized  for  their 
sophistication  in  plant  breeding,  propagation,  cultivation  and  food 
preservation.  For  example,  the  Incas  used  freeze-drying  for  potatoes  making 
it  possible  to  store  them  for  as  long  as  5 or  6 years.  Derky,  dried  meat, 
was  also  created  by  the  Incas  who  called  it  "charqui"  in  their  native  Quechua 
language.  The  beautiful  terraces  of  Machu  Pichu  were  apparently  agricultural 
experimental  stations  where  plants  were  tested  with  the  different  angles  of 
sunlight  and  altitude.  Today  there  is  an  effort  to  revive  lost  agricultural 
techniques  and  reintroduce  plant  foods  of  the  ancient  Native  Americans,  the 
world's  premier  agriculturalists . 

Native  Americans  cultivated  over  300  food  crops.  Today  3/5  of  the  crops  now 
in  cultivation  originated  in  the  so-called  New  World.  The  following  is  a list 
of  the  major  food  crops  domesticated  by  Native  Americans  and  adopted  by  other 
parts  of  the  world: 

Beans  - while  there  were  beans  in  Europe,  the  American  variety  were  kidney, 
lima,  pinto,  wax,  navy  and  common  beans.  Bean  seeds  6 - 7,000  years  old  were 
found  in  an  archaeological  site  in  Mexico.  They  were  often  eaten  with  corn 
and  squash  and  were  a good  protein  source. 

Cacao  or  Chocolate  - Cortes  was  served  a cacao  drink  at  Montezuma's  court  and 
cacao  is  documented  in  a Maya  codex.  The  processing  of  cacao  (extraction, 
drying,  roasting  and  grinding)  was  copied  by  the  Europeans  and  is  essentially 
the  same  today  except  for  the  machinery. 

Cassava  - Peruvian  origin.  Tapioca  is  derived  from  it.  Along  with  corn, 
cassava  became  an  important  food  crop  for  Africa  ironically  ensuring  enough 
population  growth  to  supply  the  evil  slave  trade. 

Corn  or  maize  - Domesticated  about  8,000  years  ago  in  Mexico  from  where  its 
cultivation  spread  all  over  the  Americas  reaching  New  England  about  1200  AD. 

The  many  varieties  of  corn  that  were  developed  could  grow  in  different 
environments  from  Canada  down  to  S.  America.  The  corn  raised  in  the  Corn 
Belt  had  its  Native  American  origins:  The  corn  and  other  crops  the  village 
women  tended,  employing  some  of  the  essential  dry-farm  techniques  (such  as 
hoeing  to  retain  soil  moisture  as  much  as  to  remove  weeds)  that  later  would 
be  put  to  use  by  white  settlers  on  the  High  Plains,  were  well  attuned  to  the 
severe  northern  climate  and  eventually  provided  valuable  genetic  resources 
for  European  farmers'  upper  Missouri  crops.  Of  13  types  of  corn  said  to  have 
been  raised  and  carefully  maintained  as  pure  strains  by  the  long  ago  Mandans, 


nine  were  in  existence  early  this  century.  A total  of  50  relatively  pure 
corn  strains  have  been  preserved  from  the  Missouri  tribes.  Typical  yields 
have  short  8 to  12  rowed  ears.  The  names  are  a pleasure  on  the  tongue:  Ree 
pink;  Arikara  red;  Omaha  blue;  Mandan  soft  yellow;  Ponca  gray;  Pawnee 
red-speckle...  (from  Magpies  Rising,  p.102,  see  below) 

Peanuts  - the  peanut  became  especially  popular  in  Asia  and  Africa.  Chinese 
and  South  Asian  cooking  use  peanuts  and  peanut  oil  in  their  cuisine,  along 
with  chili  peppers. 

Pecans  - were  cultivated  by  Native  Americans  and  are  especially  favored  in 
the  South  for  Pecan  pie. 

Pepper  or  chili  pepper  - domesticated  in  Mexico,  the  name  "chillies"  derives 
from  the  Nahuatl  word  "chili".  The  Bell  pepper,  cayenne  and  lalapeno  peppers 
all  originated  in  Native  America.  The  black  pepper  is  of  the  Old  World  and  is 
a different  plant.  Native  American  peppers  have  changed  the  cuisines  of  the 
world.  Along  with  the  tomato,  another  Native  American  food,  the  Bell  pepper 
is  a major  ingredient  in  Italian  food.  Paprika,  the  main  spice  of  Hungarian 
and  other  East  European  food,  is  derived  from  the  sweet  red  pepper.  And  the 
spicy  cuisines  of  China,  Thailand  and  Korea  are  all  based  on  the  Native 
American  chili  pepper. 

Potato  - It  was  cultivated  thousands  of  years  before  the  Incas.  At  the  time 
of  European  invasion,  the  Andean  people  had  developed  3,000  varieties  of 
potatoes.  Their  cultivation  had  begun  to  spread  into  the  southwestern  United 
States  at  the  time  the  Spanish  arrived.  Along  with  corn,  the  potato  is  a 
main  staple  in  much  of  the  world  and  contributed  to  the  population  growth  in 
Europe  which  was  the  source  of  the  land-hungry  immigrants  to  the  United 
States.  It  was  especially  suited  for  the  cold  damp  weather  of  northern 
Europe. 

Squash  - This  food  along  with  beans  and  corn  was  a major  food  for  Native 
Americans . 

Zucchini  is  not  Italian  but  Native  American  in  origin.  As  with  the  rest  of 
the  foods  on  this  list,  it  became  a part  of  the  national  cuisine. 

Sunflower  - Domesticated  by  North  American  natives,  it  became  especially 
favored  in  Russia.  It  is  used  for  oil  and  animal  feed  in  Europe. 

Sweet  Potato  - Became  a major  food  for  Chinese  commoners.  The  Chinese  also 
developed  noodles  from  this  Native  American  crop.  ( Yams  are  native  to  and 
were  domesticated  in  Africa.) 

Tomato  - Tomatoes,  of  course,  became  a main  ingredient  of  Southern  Italian 
cooking  but  they  were  also  adopted  into  the  cuisines  of  South  Asian  cooking. 

Vanilla  - Comes  from  an  orchid  vine  indigenous  to  the  Caribbean  and  Central 
America.  It  was  cultivated  and  processed  by  the  Totonacs  of  Mexico  1,000 
years  ago  who  called  the  vanilla  bean  "tlilxochitl" . Vanilla  was  used  as  a 
flavoring,  perfume  and  even  as  an  insect  repellent.  The  Aztecs  took  it  as 
tribute  and  from  them  it  was  taken  by  Spain.  Vanilla  requires  longer  and 
more  complicated  processing  than  chocolate. 

Some  other  crops  domesticated  and  cultivated  by  Native  Americans  are: 
avocados,  guavas,  papayas  and  pineapples.  Native  Americans  also  taught  the 
settlers  how  to  extract  the  essence  of  mints  and  wintergreen. 

Much  of  American  cuisine  is  derived  from  Native  American  foods,  such  as  the 
following: 

The  New  England  clambake 

Cranberries 

Succotash 

hominy 

grits 

cornbread 

hush  puppies 

popcorn 

peanuts 

jerky 

Cracker  lack  (mixture  of  corn,  peanuts  and  syrup) 

maple  syrup 

chocolate 

vanilla 

pecans  for  pecan  pie 


cashews 

Besides  corn,  tobacco  and  cotton  (a  superior  strain  to  the  Egyptian  variety) 
were  other  crops  that  contributed  America's  wealth. 

Postscript:  There  is  a tragic  paradox  in  the  fact  that  Native  Americans  fed 
and  assisted  the  early  colonists  but  then  suffered  hunger  and  starvation  as  a 
result  of  the  European  invasion  of  their  homelands.  Hunger  and  starvation 
were  constant  companions  as  they  were  driven  from  their  fields  and  homes. 

Even  under  the  U.S.  government,  when  on  the  reservations.  Native  Americans 
were  often  short  of  food  or  fed  rotten  meat  that  made  them  sick  or  killed  the 
most  vulnerable.  One  of  the  most  shocking  but  little  known  tragedies  in 
Native  American  history  is  the  nearly  600  deaths  from  starvation  suffered  by 
the  Blackfeet  on  their  reservation  in  the  winter  of  1883/84. 

Sources : 

The  Blackfeet:  raiders  of  the  Northwestern  Plains  by  John  C.  Ewers.  Norman: 
University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  1958. 

Chilies  to  chocolate:  food  the  Americas  gave  the  world.  Nelson  Foster  and 
Linda  S.  Cordell,  eds.  Tucson:  University  of  Arizona  Press,  1992. 

Indian  givers:  how  the  Indians  of  the  Americas  transformed  the  world  by  lack 
Weatherford.  New  York:  Fawcett  Columbine,  1988. 

Magpie  rising:  sketches  from  the  Great  Plains  by  Merrill  Gilfillan.  Boulder, 
Colorado:  Pruett  Publishing  Co.,  1988 

Seeds  of  change:  quincentennial  commemoration,  edited  by  Herman  3.  Viola  and 
Carolyn  Margolis.  Washington:  Smithsonian  Institution  Press,  1991. 

Additional  sources  on  Native  American  contributions  to  this  country. 

Extraordinary  American  Indians  by  Susan  Avery  and  Linda  Skinner.  Chicago: 
Childrens  Press,  1992. 

I have  not  seen  this  book  but  an  adult  friend  found  useful  information  about 
Ely  Parker,  for  example.  It  would  probably  be  good  for  a school  project. 

Native  roots:  how  the  Indians  enriched  America  by  lack  Weatherford.  New  York: 
Crown  Publishers,  Inc.,  1992. 

As  the  author  of  Indian  givers  listed  above,  Weatherford  provides  information 
on  the  great  extent  that  this  country  is  indebted  to  Native  America  for  its 
standard  of  living,  political  theories,  wealth,  etc.  His  two  books  ought  to 
enlighten  the  ignorant  who  believe  that  Native  Americans  were  irrelevant  to 
this  country's  history  and  development  into  a world  power,  lack  Weatherford 
deserves  a lot  of  credit  for  giving  Native  Americans  the  recognition  that  is 
due  them  in  his  two  books.  Hopefully,  Native  American  children  will  read 
them  so  as  to  be  rightfully  proud  of  their  heritage  as  well  as  prepared  to 
educate  the  bigots  and  the  ignorant. 

"RE : Poem:  Ancient  Elders"  

Date:  Tue,  10  Sep  1996  18:16:44  -0700 
From:  Gordon  Bainbridge  <GordonB@pacbell . net> 

Sub j : Ancient  Elders 

UUCP  email 

I was  hiking  today  in  the  golden  hills 

and  through  the  ancient  redwoods  that  are  my  neighbors. 

The  elders  among  them  stood  before  Columbus 
they've  seen  it  all. 

Coast  Miwoks  living,  hunting,  loving  here  forever, 
believing  it  would  always  be  so, 

Spanish  conquistadors,  Mexican  land  grantees, 

Anglo  pillagers  and  builders, 

and  they  will  continue  to  stand  silent  vigil 


long  after  the  last  human  who  remembers  me 
has  passed  from  this  earth. 


The  elders  among  these  trees  towered  over  the  ancient  trading  paths, 

for  untold  generations  shared  by  two  leggeds  and  four, 

and  still  tower  over  them  today 

as  they  slip  back  to  simple  deer  trails 

unnoticed  by  those  who  race  by  on  asphalt  trails. 

These  elders  have  seen  their  cousins  cut  and  hauled  away 

to  rebuild  San  Francisco  after  the  great  quake, 

or  to  build  fences,  or  just  to  clear  the  land, 

always  so  that  someone  can  get  make  a few  bucks, 

but  they  survived  it  all,  and  still  stand  mute, 

reminding  all  who  will  come  with  a soul  that  is  open  and  quiet 

of  what  has  gone  before, 

and  that  our  world  too 

can  crumble,  and  be  forgotten  overnight. 

— "RE:  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  - 

Date:  96/09/25  01:38 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 
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A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  6-12 

KEPAKEMAPA 

(September) 

(Mahoe  Hope) 

6 

Walk  in  the  paths  illuminated  by  the  moon. 

7 

I hear  the  bright  music  of  the  waterfall  in  my  dreams. 

8 

Know  what  you  want  from  life,  ...  and  never  give  up  until  you  find  it. 

9 

The  plover,  kolea,  rushes  from  place  to  place,  stopping  only  a little 
while  to  enjoy  his  surroundings . 

10 

All  places  are  here;  all  time  is  now. 

11 

Each  person's  perception  of  the  world  is  a little  different. 

12 

In  life,  there  is  no  end  of  possibilities. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  3 October  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 
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Date:  Tue,  01  Oct  1996  09:38:07  -0700 
From:  Doug  Ginnings  <ginning@ibm. net> 

Subj  1996  Texas  Indian  Education  Conference,  Dallas  Texas,  Oct  18  & 19 


The  1996  Texas  Indian  Education  Conference  will  be  held  on  October  18  & 
19,  1996  in  Dallas,  Texas.  The  Conference  is  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
American  Indian  Resource  and  Education  Coalition  (Texas 
non-prof it/intertribal  organization)  and  the  American  Indian  Education 
Program  of  the  Dallas  Independent  School  District.  This  event  is  aimed  at 
both  Indian  parents  and  students  and  at  public  school  teachers  who  teach 
Indian  children,  or  who  teach  about  American  Indians.  Cultural  events 
include  Mississippi  Choctaw  Stickball  games  and  Stomp  Dance  Exhibition. 

For  more  information  on  the  conference  or  AIREC  on  the  World  Wide  Web, 
go  to: 

http : // pages . prodigy . com/FGPP76A/96indned . htm 
or  contact  Susan  Ginnings,  AIREC  Secretary  at  mailto:fggp76b@prodigy.com 


Date:  1 Oct  1996  11:51:42  GMT 
From:  crawford@bscr . uga . edu 
Sub j : Upcoming  Toli  game 

On  Saturday  October  5th,  at  2:00  PM  the  Mississippi  Choctaw  will  send 
one  of  their  best  teams,  the  team  from  the  Connehatta  Community,  to 
meet  the  University  of  Georgia's  Flying  Rat  Toli  Team  in  a game 
commonly  referred  to  as  "The  Little  Brother  of  War".  The  Game  will  be 
played  in  Moundville,  Alabama  (15  miles  south  of  Tuscaloosa)  as  part 
of  their  annual  Native  American  Festival. 

In  addition  to  the  Toli  demonstration,  there  will  be  Native  American 
crafts,  dancing  and  other  activities  designed  to  entertain  and  educate. 

For  more  information  about  the  upcoming  activities  in  Moundville, 
contact  Gene  <crawford@bscr .uga.edu>. 

For  more  information  about  the  game  called  Toli,  keep  reading,  or, 
check  out  the  TOLI  WEB  SITE  which  is  full  of  info  and  graphics  about 
Toli  and  the  Choctaw  who  play  it,  so  point  your  browser  to: 
http : //www . uga . edu/~toli 


Toli  is  a traditional  Native  American  game  that  has 
been  played  for  at  least  400  years.  It  has  also  been  called 
the  "little  brother  of  war",  as  it  has,  at  one  time,  been  used  to 
settle  disputes  between  tribes.  These  games  often  involved 
hundreds  of  people  per  team,  were  played  on  fields  that  were 
several  miles  long,  and  lasted  from  sunrise  to  sunset. 

Flow  is  it  played?  Toli  is  a very  fast  moving  game  with 
very  few  rules.  The  action  is  continuous,  there  are  no  time 
outs,  fouls,  first  downs,  out  of  bounds,  or  free  throws.  We 
have  no  penalty  box,  no  first  base  coaches,  no  off  sides,  and 
no  walks.  There  are  two  written  rules:  1.  You  can  not  touch 
the  ball  (a  rock,  wrapped  in  cloth  then  laced  with  leather  cord) 
with  your  hands,  and;  2.  You  can  only  tackle  the  person  who 
has  possession  of  the  ball.  This  second  rule  is  a bit  fast-and- 
loose  since  "body  checks  are  legal  and  the  distinction 
between  a body  check  and  a tackle  is  pretty  subtle.  In 
addition  to  these  two  official  rules,  the  Flying  Rats  have 
adopted  two  more  rules  to  keep  the  game  a bit  more  user 
friendly:  1.  No  "slide  tackles",  and  ; 2.  No  hitting  people  with 
your  sticks  (sticks  get  broken  this  way).  The  point  of  the  game 
is  to  bring  the  ball  (called  the  towa)  into  contact  with  your 
team's  goal  (a  13'  high,  approximately  9"  diameter  pole) 

There  are  two  ways  of  doing  this  in  Toli.  The  first  (and  safest) 
is  to  throwing  it  using  your  sticks  (called  kapucha)  of  which 
you  have  two,  each  one  being  2 '-3'  long  with  leather 
"baskets"  2"-3"  wide  at  one  end).  The  second  is  by  touching 
the  goal  with  your  sticks  while  holding  the  ball  in  them.  This 
latter  method  tends  to  result  in  great  bodily  harm  since  the 
defense  will  stop  at  nothing  to  keep  you  away  from  the  goal 
when  you  have  the  ball.  After  each  point  and  at  the 
beginning  of  each  quarter  the  ball  is  brought  to  the  center  of 
the  field  and  tossed  up  in  the  midst  of  a circle  of  players  (in  a 


manner  analogous  to  a "tip  off"  in  basketball) . 

Fall  Quarter  Practices  are  at  4:00  PM  every  Sunday  on 
Field  #8  of  the  Intramural  Fields.  Everyone  is  welcome  to 
play  and  all  necessary  equipment  required  (i.e.  the  sticks)  is 
provided  free  of  charge.  For  more  information  please 
contact  Gene  Crawford:  E-mail  <crawford@bscr . uga . edu> 
or  by  phone  542-2682. 

FOR  MORE  DETAILS  SEE  OUR  WEB  PAGE! 
http://www.uga.edu/~toli 


From:  chizzi@juno.com  (Ron  Duncan) 

Sub j : Tribal  taxation  conference 

Sorry  for  the  delay  in  responding  to  the  requests  for  more  information 
regarding  our  tribal  taxation  conference.  Most  of  the  staff  working  on 
this  have  been  sick,  me  included! 

Anyway,  there  will  be  a tribal  taxation  conference  to  be  held  from 
October  23  to  25,  1996,  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  to  talk  about  tribal 
tax  administration.  We  had  a conference  last  year  about  the  same  time  and 
it  went  extremely  well.  The  topics  this  year  include  natural  resources 
taxes,  fuel  taxes,  and  an  exercise  in  developing  a tax  program,  but  the 
emphasis  is  on  information  sharing. 

The  reason  why  we  are  doing  this  again  is  because  there  are  many  tribes 
who  have  or  want  to  start  a tax  program.  We  are  interested  in  sharing 
this  information  with  other  tribes  regarding  common  issues,  and  what 
strategies  we  all  have  developed  in  tribal  tax  administration.  The 
states  regularly  meet  to  discuss  such  matters,  especially  how  to  handle 
Indian  tribes  now  exerting  their  taxing  jurisdiction.  In  the  same 
manner,  we  need  to  share  information  on  how  to  deal  with  states  trying 
to  exert  taxing  jurisdiction  within  Indian  country. 

Please  give  us  a call  to  the  Navajo  Tax  Commission  if  this  interests  you 
especially  if  your  tribe  is  just  starting  out  in  taxation  issues.  You 
can  call  us  at  (800)  871-6681.  There  is  a conference  fee  of  $175  to 
cover  the  costs  for  meeting  rooms.  If  you're  interested  in  being  a 
panelist,  definitely  give  us  a call. 

Ron  Duncan 

Office  of  the  Navajo  Tax  Commission 
Window  Rock,  AZ 


Date:  Sat,  28  Sep  1996  15:36:46  -0400 
From:  Sandy  Cooper  <sandyc@worldnet . att . net> 

Sub j : Powwow  / Virginia 

2nd  Annual  Indian  Summer  Powwow,  October  12  & 13,  1996. 

Saturday  10am  - 8pm  & Sunday  10am  - 6pm. 

Admission:  Adults  - $6.00 

Kids  (6-12)  - $3.00 
5 and  under  free 

Really  great  Powwow,  located  in  Roanoke  County,  V a.,  Greenhill  Park. 

For  information  call  George  Whitewolf  at  804-929-0334  or  Roanoke  County 
Parks  and  Recreation  540-387-6086. 

Visit  Barewisdom  (Native  American  Support)  Table  for  the  latest  info  on 
many  native  issues,  and  FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER  updates  and  information. 


Date:  Fri,  27  Sep  1996  22:12:13  -0700 

From:  "Ioanna  Nanake  (Earth  Girl)  Soto  Aviles"  <jsaviles@voicenet.com> 
Sub j : Lenni  Lenape  "Time  of  Thanksgiving"  Festival  Invitation 

Tau,  Flola,  Flello, 

Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres  asked  that  I re-issue  the  Lenni  Lenape' s 
invitation  to  attend  their  upcoming  festival.  It  is  the  Chief's  wish 
that  the  latibonuco  Taino  Tribe  of  Southern  New  lersey  and  the  Taino 


Inter-Tribal  Council,  as  well  as  the  general  public,  attend  this  event. 
As  a Board  Member  of  the  Lenni  Lenape  Historical  Society/Museum  of 
Indian  Culture,  I can  assure  you  all  that  we  will  be  well  received  and 
will  have  a very  enjoyable  time! 

The  Lenni  Lenape  Historical  Society/The  Museum  of  Indian  Culture 
2825  Fish  Hatchery  Road 
Allentown,  Pennsylvania  18103-9801 

Invites  the  public  to  attend  our  next  annual  outdoor  event: 

A Time  of  Thanksgiving 
Sunday,  October  13,  1996 
11:00  am  - 5:00  pm 

Parking  is  a $2.00  a car  donation. 

Please  bring  your  own  seating. 

NO  PETS  ALLOWED. 

Please  note  that  the  Museum  is  NOT  open  during  the  event. 

There  will  be  Drumming,  Dancing,  Food,  and  Vendors  at  this  event. 
Additional  Drummers,  Dancers,  and  Vendors  are  Welcome! 

For  more  information,  including  camping  arrangements, 
call  (610)  797-2121. 


HELP  PRESERVE  AMERICA'S  CULTURAL  HERITAGE! 

By  becoming  a member  of  the  Lenni  Lenape  Historical  Society,  you 
will  be  helping  one  of  the  finest  small  cultural  museums  in  the 
country  to  preserve  and  share  a local  Indian  culture.  Your 
support  will  directly  underwrite  exhibitions  and  a wide  variety 
of  education  programs  serving  pre-school,  school  age  and  special 
education  students  of  this  region. 

CALL  (610)  797-2121  for  details. 


THE  LENNI  LENAPE 

>From  the  beginning,  the  Lenni  Lenape  have  played  a part  in 
Pennsylvania's  cultural  history. 

Their  ancestors  were  the  first  people  to  hear  the  whisperings  of 
nature  as  they  walked  through  the  woods  and  swam  in  the  streams: 
their  heritage  touches  everyone  who  lives  in  the  Commonwealth 
today. 

They  respected  the  land  and  learned  to  live  with  nature, 
developing  strong  ties  to  the  land,  water,  air,  plants,  animals, 
and  other  creatures. 

They  were  able  to  survive  many  changes  brought  by  the  settlers 
because  of  these  ties  and  beliefs. 

Although  many  of  the  Lenape  left  the  area,  many  others  stayed  and 
today  pass  along  the  lifeways  of  their  ancestors  for  others  to 
share . 

In  1980,  Carla  D.S.  Messinger  and  Dorothy  S.  Schiavone,  local 
Lenape  descendants,  founded  the  Lenni  Lenape  Historical  Society 
to  provide  accurate,  positive  information  about  the  Lenape 
people.  Two  years  later,  with  the  help  of  numerous  volunteers 
and  members,  they  opened  the  Museum  of  Indian  Culture  on  Fish 
Hatchery  road,  along  the  Little  Lehigh  River  in  Allentown. 

The  Museum  celebrates  the  Commonwealth's  diverse  population  by 
sharing  Lenape  culture  from  the  Lenape  point  of  view,  with  people 
of  all  ages  and  abilities.  The  founders  have  been  recognized  for 
their  success  in  sharing  the  Lenape  cultural  heritage  and 
encouraging  ecological  conservation  with  thousands  of  visitors. 

THE  MUSEUM  OF  INDIAN  CULTURE 

The  Museum  of  Indian  Culture  offers  a place  for  everyone  to  learn 
about  the  Lenni  Lenape.  They  are  most  readily  known  as  Delaware 
Indians,  the  Native  Americans  who  lived  in  harmony  with  nature 
along  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Rivers  for  thousands  of  years 
before  the  "Shouwunnok"  (salty  people)  came.  They  were  hunters 


and  gatherers  and  then,  for  1,000  years  before  European  settlers 
arrived,  they  farmed  the  region  of  what  is  now  New  York,  eastern 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware.  There  were  three 
geographic  divisions:  the  Munsee,  or  Minnisink,  lived  in  the 
Pennsylvania  highlands  and  New  York;  the  Unami,  or  river  people, 
lived  in  what  is  today  the  Lehigh  Valley  region;  and  the 
Unilatchigo,  or  southern  people,  lived  in  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
and  southern  Pennsylvania. 

EXPLORE  the  museum,  participate  in  work  projects,  programs,  or 
festivals,  and  listen  to  the  words  and  memories  of  the  Lenape  who 
have  lived  in  this  region  for  thousands  of  years. 

TOUR  the  Museum  and  grounds,  participate  in  specialized 
educational  programs,  and/or  utilize  the  Resource  Center. 

EXPERIENCE  Lenape  ceremonies.  To  interpret  the  importance  of 
corn,  the  Society  presents  three  annual  festivals: 

Spring  Corn  Festival,  1st  Sunday  in  May 

Roasting  Ears  of  Corn  Food  Fest,  2nd  Sunday  in  August 

Time  of  Thanksgiving,  2nd  Sunday  in  October 

LEARN  through  the  Museum's  Educational  Services,  cultural 
heritage  programs  taught  from  the  Lenni  Lenape  point  of  view, 
with  slides,  stories,  artifacts,  and  games. 

READ  and  utilize  the  materials  in  the  Museum's  Resource  Center 
and  library. 

SHOP  in  the  newly-renovated  gift  shop  for  crafts  and  project 
kits;  books  on  Native  American  culture,  history,  arts  and  crafts, 
as  well  as  cooking;  cassette  tapes;  posters  and  cards;  and 
education  papers  and  booklets  written  by  the  Society,  such  as 
"Moccasin  Making,"  "Clothing  Changes,"  and  "The  Deer  and  Its 
Uses . " 

RELAX  in  the  outdoor  Pavilion  and  enjoy  the  serene  surroundings . 
(Advance  reservations  required.) 

COME  TO  THE  MUSEUM 

The  Lenni  Lenape  Historical  Society  is  a membership  organization, 
begun  in  1980  to  provide  education  opportunities  for  learning 
about  Lenape  lifeways.  ,here  are  numerous  opportunities  for 
volunteers  to  assist  with  programs,  research,  and  tours. 

HOURS: 

General  Visitors:  Tuesday-Sunday,  12  noon  to  3 PM, 
unless  group  in  progress. 

Group  Educational  Programs:  Tuesday-Sunday,  10  AM  to  4 PM. 

Call  to  schedule;  advanced  reservations  required. 

DIRECTIONS: 

The  Museum  of  Indian  Culture  is  located  in  The  Bieber  House  at 
2825  Fish  Hatchery  Road  in  Allentown,  Pennsylvania.  It  is  leased 
to  the  Society  by  the  City  of  Allentown  and  is  located  along  the 
Little  Lehigh  River,  adjacent  to  the  Fish  Hatchery. 

>From  Interstate-78,  US-22,  PA-309,  and  RT-222  (Hamilton  Blvd): 
Cedar  Crest  Boulevard  (RT-29)  south  to  Fish  Hatchery  Road, 
turn  left. 

>From  Emmaus: 

Cedar  Crest  Boulevard  (RT-29)  north  to  Fish  Hatchery  Road, 
turn  right. 

>From  24th  Street: 

Turn  onto  Fish  Hatchery  Road. 

I look  forward  to  seeing  everyone  there! 

Taino-Ti ! 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 


be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Mohawk  Nation,  Freedom  Heart,  Ishgooda, 
Marilou  Awiakta  abstracted  by  Dennis  McClain-Furmanski,  Gordon  Bainbridge, 
Karen  D Gould,  Ilze,  Danet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Susan  Cade,  Pam  Venn, 
Byron  C.  Pickett,  Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr.  via  Feather  Eaglerock,  Buffalo  Woman 
Native  Forest  Network-ENA,  Wesley  Laughing-at-me,  Bernadette  Chato, 

South  and  Meso  American  Indian  Rights  Center 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 


Date:  Thu,  3 October  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 


genie  email 


From:  omoreno@netzone.com  (Orlando  Moreno) 

Sub j : Annual  Orme  Dam  Celebration  Pow-Wow,  Fort  McDowell, 

AZ  (15-17  Nov.) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


PRESERVING  OUR  SOVEREIGNTY 
Annual  Orme  Dam  Celebration  Pow-Wow 
Fort  McDowell,  Arizona 
November  15,  16  & 17  1996 

Host  Drums:  RED  BULL  North  Battleford,  SASK. 

STONEY  PARK  Exshaw,  ALBERTA. 

SO.  MEDICINE  Window  Rock,  Arizona. 

Invited  Drum:  Eagle  Spirit  Yakima,  Washington  (Tentative) 

M.C:  Sammie  "Tonkei"  White 

Arena  Director:  Harrison  Cly 

Gourd  Society:  Arizona  Gourd  Society 

Senior  Men  & Women  Category.  50  yrs  & Over. 

1st . . . $700  2nd ... $500  3rd . . . $400  4th .. . $300  5th .. . $200 

Adult  Men  & Women  Category.  18  to  49  yrs.  of  Age. 

Women-Fancy,  Dingle,  NO.  & SO.  Buckskin  & Cloth. 

Men-Fancy,  Grass,  NO.  Trad  & SO.  Straight 
1st . . . $700  2nd ... $500  3rd . . . $400  4th .. . $300  5th .. . $200 

Teen  Boys  and  Girls  Category.  13  to  17  yrs  of  Age. 

Girls-Fancy,  Dingle,  NO.  & SO.  Buckskin  & Cloth. 

Boys-Fancy,  Grass,  NO.  Trad  & SO.  Straight 
1st... $350  2nd... $250  3rd... $200  4th... $150  5th... $100 

Dunior  Boys  & Girls  Category.  7 torl2  yrs.  of  Age. 

Girls-Fancy,  Dingle,  NO.  & SO.  Buckskin  & Cloth. 

Boys-Fancy,  Grass,  NO.  Trad  & SO.  Straight 
1st... $175  2nd... $150  3rd... $125  4th... $100 

Tiny  Tots  Category.  Boys  & Girls.  0 to  6 yrs.  of  Age. 

1st... $100  2nd... $75  3rd... $50  4th... $25 

Team  Dancing  Contest. 

1st . . . $400  2nd . . . $300  3rd . . . $200  4th .. . $100 

Drumming  $ Singing  Contest. 

1st... $2, 000  2nd... $1,600  3rd... $1,200  4th... $800  5th... $400 

TEEN  GIRLS  TRADITIONAL  SPECIAL ...  Sponsored  By  The  Tsosie  Family 
FOOD  BOOTH... $400  ARTS  $ CRAFT  - Own  Set-up. . .$250 


Events  Pow-Wow  Committee  will  not  be  liable  for  short  fund  travelers, 
accidents  or  theft. 

For  Information  Call:  (602)  837-3975  or  837-5121 
Alcohol  & Drug  Free  Event 


Font  McDowell  Indian  Community  - Events  Pow-Wow  Committee 
P.0  Box  17779 

Fountain  Hills,  Arizona  85269 


From:  jponze@aba.com  (lanita  Ponze) 

Sub j : POW  WOW:  WASHINGTON  DC 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Fifth  Annual  HEALING  GLOBAL  WOUNDS  POW  WOW 

On  Washington  Monument  Grounds 
Friday  Oct  4th  (7pm  to  10pm) 

Saturday  Oct  5th  (1pm  to  10pm) 

Gourd  Dance,  Saturday  at  1pm 
Sunday  Oct  6th  (1pm  to  5pm) 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  Melissa  Konishi 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Matthew  Harmon 

MC:  Bob  Tenequer 

Arena  Director:  Dick  Baker 

Host  Drum:  ALL  NATIONS  SINGERS,  Oakland  CA 

Invited  Drums:  OTTER  TRAIL,  New  York,  NY 

BLACK  EAGLE,  Hernez  Pueblo,  NM 
ROCKY  PARK,  Leupp,  AZ 
CEDARTREE,  Washington  DC 
No  alcohol,  weapons,  or  attitudes  allowed 

For  more  information  contact  Native  Youth  Alliance  at  202  234  8631. 

"RE : Conspiracy  to  Defraud"  

Date:  Fri,  27  Sep  1996  18:18:13  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet . com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Leech  Lake  Activist  of  Conspiracy  to  Defraud 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NEWS  RELEASE:  NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH 
AND  RESOURCE  CENTER 

In  the  Sept.  4 issue  of  the  Bemidji  Pioneer  (the  day  before  ex-Sen. 

Finn  was  sentenced  for  some  of  his  crimes)  was  a letter  to  the  editor 
titled  "Do  any  one  of  you  have  any  wisdom?"  The  writer  quotes  the  serenity 
prayer  and  asks  if  anyone  can  get  anything  out  of  it  or  gain  anything  from 
it 

First,  we  must  remember  our  people  have  been  the  most  brutalized 
and  oppressed  of  all  and  the  war  of  assimilation  is  still  raging  strong 
against  us.  Our  people  are  peaceful  people  who  have  had  the  serenity  to 
accept  and  make  the  best  of  things  they  were  forced  into  believing  they 
could  not  change. 

Then  there  are  those  of  our  people,  and  they  are  many,  who  have  the 
courage  to  stand  up  and  speak  of  a change  for  our  people.  There  are  those 
of  us  who  believe  we  can  changes  things  so  our  children  can  have  a future. 
We  have  gained  the  wisdom  to  be  who  we  are. 

Our  people  are  not  only  victims  of  theft  of  our  monies  from  Finn 
and  his  gang,  but  are  the  victims  of  an  ongoing  conspiracy  to  defraud  our 
whole  nation.  This  conspiracy  includes  using  the  state  of  Minnesota  and 
its  local  county  law  enforcement  to  punish  the  people  who  the  Reservation 
Business  Committee  (RBC)  or  their  administration,  including  Finn,  wanted 
harassed,  intimidated  or  punished.  For  many  years  Skip  Finn  knew  of  the 
lack  of  jurisdiction  in  many  areas  of  their  state  laws  that  are  used  to 
criminalized  our  people  to  carry  out  their  war  of  assimilation. 

For  years  and  years  ex-Sen.  Finn  held  the  Leech  Lake  public 
defender  contract,  which  most  tribal  members  don't  even  know  exist  because 
of  the  secrecy  in  our  government.  Finn  knew  of  the  lack  of  jurisdiction 
and  also  had  the  opportunity  to  provide  proper  and  effective  counsel  to  the 
people  but  chose  instead  to  use  this  as  another  tool  against  the  people  in 


their  conspiracy  to  run  a dictatorship  government  here. 

Yes,  a lot  of  our  people  have  been  criminalized  for  actions  the 
state  and  counties  have  no  jurisdiction  over.  A lot  of  our  people  are  on 
parole  or  probation,  especially  our  youth,  a lot  of  our  people  have  sat  in 
jails  and  prisons,  had  children  and  elders  removed,  paid  fines,  had 
property  confiscated,  lost  jobs,  home  and  family  because  of  lack  of 
effective  legal  counsel. 

The  Leech  Lake  RBC  and  its  program  directors  have  been  using  the 
county  law  enforcement  as  their  personal  prosecuting-persecuting  arm  for  a 
long  time.  How  many  families  have  had  their  children  removed  because  of 
Leech  Lake  Family  Services  filing  charges  in  county  court?  Or  the  Bug 
School,  or  Housing  authority,  or  the  the  RBC  themselves  filing  charges? 

Ironically,  the  band  attorneys,  Finn  and  now  Larry  Kimball,  also 
hold  the  public  defender  contract.  This  is  not  just  a Leech  Lake  issue  as 
the  very  same  setups  exist  on  other  MCT  member  reservations.  This 
conspiracy  is  going  on  at  the  Tribal  Executive  level.  In  In  the  last  10 
years,  Finn  has  worn  many  hats,  played  many  roles  in  tribal  government. 

U.S.  Attorney  Lillehaug  did  not  go  far  enough.  Maybe  the  federal 
government  does  not  have  the  jurisdiction  to  investigate  civil  rights 
violations  within  the  MCT,  but  they  do  have  the  jurisdiction  over  county 
and  state  officials  and  attorneys  who  violate  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act. 
and  many  other  federal  laws  that  were  to  protect  our  inherent  rights  that 
the  treaties  between  our  nation  and  the  United  States  guaranteed. 

Tribal  members  have  never  authorized  the  TEC  or  RBC  to  deal  away 
our  inherent  rights  of  any  kind!  Tribal  members  must  demand  that  the  TEC 
and  RBCs  immediately  stop  acting  beyond  the  scope  of  authority  that  the 
tribal  constitution  authorizes. 

If  the  federal  government  can  do  nothing  to  stop  the  civil  and 
human  rights  abuses  throughout  the  six-member  reservations  of  our  tribe, 
then  they  too  are  aiding  and  abetting  this  conspiracy  against  our  people  by 
funding  these  TEC/RBCs. 

The  people  must  take  action  to  have  a role  in  our  government.  All 
of  the  people  should  be  concerned.  A council  government  would  give 
everyone  a voice.  The  people  don't  even  know  that  the  TEC/RBCs  and 
attorneys  are  dealing  away  to  the  state  of  Minnesota  our  inherent  rights  to 
be  who  we  are.  They  have  no  right  to  do  this  and  subject  us  to  state 
courts  without  proper  effective  legal  counsel. 

There  is  much  information  that  should  be  public  information  to  the 
tribal  members,  but  these  meetings  and  agreements  are  done  in  secret 
because  most  of  them  are  written  up  by  these  crooked  attorneys  involved  in 
running  our  government.  Finn's  insurance  scam  was  just  a little  part  of 
the  conspiracy  against  our  nation.  Lillehaug' s investigation  should  have 
been  tribe-wide.  Finn  had  flow  charts  for  all  of  us. 

Roxanne  LaRose 
Leech  Lake  Anishinaabe 
Cass  Lake,  Minn. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Bernard  I.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : Logging  in  the  Headwaters  Complex"  

Date:  Wed,  25  Sep  1996  15:34:40  -0700 
From:  pamb@efn.org  (Pam  Venn) 

Sub j : Logging  in  the  Headwaters  Complex 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Even  though  there  was  an  "agreement"  to  not  begin  logging  in  this  area  for 
two  weeks,  according  to  reports  coming  in  from  the  area,  green,  healthy 
trees  are  "falling  all  around  us".  The  Headwaters  is  in  the  traditional 
territory  of  northern  California  tribes.  The  proposal,  which  had  led  to 
the  agreement  to  hold  off  the  logging  operation,  was  to  swap  this  stand  of 


ancient  redwood  forest  for  The  Presidio.  Even  while  the  negotiations  are 
continuing,  the  logging  has  begun.  Maxxam  Corporation,  parent  company  of 
Pacific  Lumber  Company,  owes  $1.6  billion  dollars  for  its  failed  Savings 
and  Loan  in  Texas,  and  yet  they  want  the  trees  and  The  Presidio,  and 
reports  state  that  they  want  even  more! 

Contact  Pres.  Clinton's  chief  of  staff,  Leon  Paneta  at  202/456-6797,  or 
send  a fax  to  him  at  202/456-2883,  and  demand  an  end  to  this  logging 
operation,  a repayment  of  the  $1.6  billion  dollars,  and  a halt  to  the 
transfer  of  The  Presidio  and  other  public  lands  to  this  corporation. 


Forwarded  message: 

From: wfg@designlink.com 
Date:  96-09-25  12:50:48  EDT 

LEGAL  FOUNDATION  URGES  FEDS  TO  FREEZE  ASSETS  OF  MAXXAM  CORP. 
by  Mark  Bult 

San  Francisco  (9/25/96)  --  The  Rose  Foundation  will  today  issue  a legal 
brief  urging  the  federal  Office  of  Thrift  Supervision  (OTS)  to  freeze  the 
assets  of  Maxxam  Corporation,  parent  of  the  Pacific  Lumber  Company  and 
controller  of  the  contested  Headwaters  Forest  Complex  in  Northern 
California.  The  brief  states  that  a pending  government  suit  against  Maxxam 
and  its  chief,  Charles  Hurwitz,  as  well  as  Maxxam' s stated  intent  to 
liquidate  its  ancient  forest  assets,  are  legal  grounds  for  the  move. 

A lawsuit  filed  by  the  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corporation  (FDIC)  last 
August  against  Hurwitz  cited  a "pattern  of  deceptive  financial  reporting" 
in  his  role  as  caretaker  of  the  United  Savings  Association  of  Texas  (USAT), 
a savings  and  loan  that  went  bust  in  1988  and  prompted  a U.S.  taxpayer 
bailout  to  the  tune  of  $1.6  billion.  The  OTS  followed  with  a second  lawsuit 
against  Maxxam  and  Hurwitz  in  December  1995,  and  a private  citizen  has  also 
filed  a suit  under  the  Federal  False  Claims  Act. 

"Each  tree  Maxxam  and  CEO  Charles  Hurwitz  liquidate  for  profit  now  could 
lessen  their  ability  to  pay  what  they  owe  later,"  stated  Dill  Ratner, 
attorney  and  president  of  Oakland's  Rose  Foundation.  "Based  on  the 
seriousness  of  [the  FDIC's  charges],  and  Maxxam's  stated  intention  to 
liquidate  the  Pacific  Lumber  Company's  most  valuable  old-growth  redwood 
assets,  we  are  surprised  that  federal  regulators  have  waited  this  long." 

The  OTS  lawsuit  charges  Maxxam  and  Hurwitz  of,  among  other  things: 
violating  federal  statutory  obligations  to  maintain  the  net  worth  of  USAT, 
illegally  purchasing  junk  bonds,  enganging  in  unsafe  and  unsound  banking 
practices,  and  making  false  and  misleading  statements  to  federal  regulators 
to  conceal  their  activities.  The  government  is  reportedly  seeking  to  bar 
Hurwitz  from  banking  in  the  future. 

The  OTS  has  authority  to  issue  temporary  "asset  preservation  orders"  that 
would  effectively  freeze  Maxxam's  assets  and  would  "guarantee  that  Maxxam 
could  pay  pending  federal  claims  in  excess  of  $2  billion,"  according  to  the 
Rose  Foundation. 

Hurwitz  could  not  be  reached  late  Tuesday  for  comment.  Maxxam 
representative  Bob  Irelan  has  maintained  that  Hurwitz  owes  no  debt  to  the 
government  nor  the  taxpayers.  "That  savings  and  loan  failed  for  the  same 
reason  practically  every  other  Texas  S&L  failed--a  precipitous  drop  in  the 
Texas  economy,"  he  said. 

"Hurwitz 's  actions  and  decisions  were  taken  in  the  exercise  of  his  best 
business  judgment  at  that  time  and  are  not  legally  subject  to  the  FDIC's 
second-guessing,"  stated  a rebuttal  to  the  FDIC  suit,  filed  by  Hurwitz 's 
attorney,  Richard  Keeton.  "We  trust  Mr.  Hurwitz 's  position  will  be 
completely  vindicated  by  the  federal  court,"  Keeton  said. 

The  Rose  Foundation's  legal  brief  will  be  unveiled  at  a press  conference 
11am  today,  Wednesday,  September  25,  at  the  Press  Club,  555  Post  (at  Mason) 
in  San  Francisco.  For  information  contact  the  Rose  Foundation  at 
510-658-0702 


Sent  by  Bay  Area  Action's  Headwaters  Forest  Project  / Forest  Action  Team 


"RE:  Save  Owain  Lake  Forest 


Date:  Fri,  27  Sep  1996  11:45:56  -0700 

From:  nfnena@igc.apc.org  (Native  Forest  Network-ENA) 

Sub  j : Save  Owain  Lake  Forest-Help  us  now! 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ Please  see  my  note  at  the  end  of  this  article  which  serves  as  a reminder 
of  the  importance  of  the  preservation  and  protection  of  the  Temagami 
forest  area  to  the  aboriginal  people  of  Ontario.  --Gary  ] 

Owain  Lake  Ancient  Pine  Forest  Need  You!! 

This  is  an  urgent  call  for  activists  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the  third 
largest  remaining  ancient  pine  ecosystem  in  North  America.  The 
Owain  Lake  Ancient  Forest  ecosystem,  located  in  the  Temagami  district 
of  northern  Ontario,  is  currently  under  siege  by  the  logging  company 
Goulard  Lumber.  Only  1%  of  ancient  red  and  white  pine  ecosystems 
remain  in  North  America,  and  one  half  of  these  are  located  in  the 
Temagami  district. 

EARTHROOTS,  an  Ontario  based  environmental  action  group,  initiated 
an  ongoing  action  camp  on  August  30th  in  the  area  to  stop  the 
destruction  of  this  rare  and  irreplaceable  ecosystem.  WE  NEED 
SUPPORT!!!  WE  NEED  COMMITTED  (AND  IF  POSSIBLE,  EXPERIENCED) 

ACTIVISTS  TO  MAKE  THEIR  STAND  TO  SAVE  THIS  ENDANGERED  ECOSYSTEM!! 

To  date  (as  of  September  25),  40  activists  have  been  arrested  in 
defence  of  these  ancient  stands.  We  need  you  to  add  your  voice 
(and  your  body)  to  the  many  that  are  demanding  the  preservation  of 
Owain  Lake  and  the  remaining  ancient  pine  forests  in  Temagami. 

What  you  will  need: 

-camping  gear  (be  ready  for  cold  weather  at  night,  and  bring  rain  gear) 

-all  needed  registration  and  licenses  for  your  vehicle  (police  are  checking) 
-enthusiasm,  new  ideas  and  a willingness  to  defend  this  place 
-donations  of  food,  camping  gear  (in  particular  cold  weather  gear), 
climbing  gear  and  other  action  tools  would  be  welcomed!! 

What  we  will  provide  to  you: 

-food  (we  have  a functioning  kitchen  to  feed  all  working  participants) 

-legal  support 

-our  unending  gratitude 

What  to  expect: 

-police  presence-Ontario  Provincial  Police  are  out  in  full  force- 
checkpoints  are  present  along  the  Rabbit  Lake  Road  (the  access  road 
to  Owain  Lake)-only  the  driver  of  the  vehicle  has  to  provide  their 
ID-all  others  can  decline,  and  vehicular  searches  should  be  declined 
-a  group  of  committed  activists  engaging  in  direct  action  skirmishes 
to  stop  this  destruction  waiting  to  welcome  you 

Other  camp  info: 

-the  camp  is  alcohol  and  illicit  drug  free 
-please,  if  at  all  possible,  leave  your  pets  at  home 
-come  ready  to  work-this  is  not  a party  zone 

How  to  get  here: 

-from  south  or  east  of  Ontario-once  you  are  in  southern  Ontario, 
head  north  on  Highway  400  to  Highway  11-follow  Highway  11  north  to 
North  Bay,  and  continue  on  Hwy  11,  75  kilometres  (roughly  40  miles) 
north,  to  Rabbit  Lake  Road  (on  your  right,  just  after  Gramp's  Place 
Gas  Bar  and  Store) -it's  another  25  kilometres  (roughly  14  miles)  in 
to  the  base  camp 

-from  the  northwest-follow  Highway  11/17,  and  stay  on  Highway  11 
when  Highways  11  and  17  split,  all  the  way  to  Gramp's  and  the  Rabbit 


Lake  Road  as  above 


-from  all  other  points,  call  us  for  specific  directions 
For  more  information: 


Call  EARTHROOTS  at  (416)599-0152  to  get  more 
detailed  travel  information  or  updates  on  the  camp 
situation,  and  visit  our  Web  site  at 
eroots@web.apc.org.  Our  e-mail  address  is 
eroots@web.net . 


If  for  some  reason  you  cannot  come  to  the  Earthroots  Forest  Action 
Camp  in  the  Owain  Lake  Forest,  you  can  still  help  us  defend  this  rare 
ecosystem. 

1.  Mail  or  fax  letters  to: 


Premier  Mike  Harris 
Legislature  Building 
Queen's  Park 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M7A  1W3 


Hon.  Chris  Hodgson 

Minister  of  Natural  Resources 
6th  Floor,  Whitney  Block 
99  Wellesley  St.  West 
Toronto,  Ontario 


Fax:  (416)325-3745 

SAVE  OWAIN  LAKE 


M7A  1W3 

Fax:  (416)314-2216 

ANCIENT  FOREST!! 


Comments  from  NativeNet  listowner,  Gary  Trujillo  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us) : 

Following  are  quotes  from  an  article  previously  posted  to  NATIVE-L  which 
serve  to  establish  the  importance  of  this  issue  to  aboriginal  peoples: 

From:  nfnena@igc.apc.org  (Native  Forest  Network-ENA) 

Date:  Thu,  19  Sep  1996  21:03:04  GMT 
Subject:  Re:  Temagami  Urgent  Action  Alert 

>From  Kingston  Temagami  Action  Group  ("cafe003@intcafe.kosone.com"  or 
"4kem@qlink.queensu.ca") : 

Recent  Ontario  government  actions  threaten  48%  of  North  America's 
remaining  old  growth  red  and  white  pine  forests,  all  of  it  on  native 
land . . . 

"We  are  not  giving  up  our  struggle  for  justice.  We  can't;  we  have  not  and 
never  will.  This  land  is  our  land,  as  well  as  that  of  our  descendants 
6,000  years  from  now;  there  is  no  other  motherland  for  us  on  earth." 

Chief  Gary  Potts  of  the  Teme-Augama  Anishnabai  in  1988 
...First  Nations  and  environmental  groups  have  begun  the  fight  against  the 
Provincial  Conservative  (Tory)  government's  plans  to  destroy  one  of  the 
world's  last  remaining  old  growth  pine  forests  in  the  Temagami  region  of 
Northern  Ontario,  Canada.  The  battle's  opening  salvoes  have  seen  a 
logging  bridge  bombed,  several  others  set  on  fire,  blockades  set  up  with 
35  protesters  arrested,  and  court  action  launched  against  the  Minister  of 
Natural  Resources. 

...N'Daki  Menan  (Temagami)  has  been  the  homeland  of  the  Teme-Augama 
Anishnabai  for  more  than  6,000  years.  Seeking  a treaty  with  the 
Canadian  government  since  1877,  they  have  struggled  for  120  years 
against  the  exploitation  and  destruction  of  their  traditional  lands. 
Teme-Augama  blockades  against  logging  on  their  land  in  the  spring  of 
1988  were  continued  in  the  spring  of  1989  with  the  participation  of 
environmentalists.  More  than  350  people  were  arrested.  Despite  the 
government's  strong-arm  tactics,  the  blockades  saved  the  Temagami  forest 
and  forced  the  Peterson  government  into  serious  negotiations  with  the 
Teme-Augama  in  1990.  The  present  government  has  set  the  clock  back  to 
1988  by  unilaterally  ceasing  these  negotiations  and  is  disregarding 
international  law  by  allowing  resource  extraction  to  proceed  on 
contested  land. 

(For  a complete  copy  of  the  previous  article  and  other  articles  posted 
to  NATIVE-L,  please  see  "http://bioc09.uthscsa.edu/natnet/archive/nl/") 


RE:  Education  of  Akwesasne  Mohawks 


Date:  4:16  PM  Sep  27,  1996 

From : wesley_laughing_at_lme@isdtcp3 . hwc . ca 

Sub j : Update  on  Education  of  Akwesasne  Mohawks 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Compromise  Reached  to  Reopen  Mohawk  School 
September  26,  1996 

Akwesasne.  Over  the  past  three  weeks,  an  amazing  event  took  place  within 
the  territories  of  the  Mohawks  of  Akwesasne.  The  entire  community  became 
united  for  a common  cause,  the  education  of  their  children.  All  three 
Governments  in  the  community,  the  Mohawk  Council  of  Akwesasne,  the  St. 

Regis  Mohawk  Tribal  Council,  and  the  Mohawk  Nation  Council  of  Chiefs 
united  on  the  education  issue,  each  passing  resolutions  supporting  the 
creation  of  a unified  Mohawk  school  district.  At  community  meeting  after 
community  meeting,  everyone  came  out  in  support  of  this  goal.  A Mohawk 
name  for  the  school  district  was  chosen  to  reflect  this  unity,  the 
Skanikonra  (of  one  mind)  School  District. 

The  events  of  the  past  three  weeks  came  about  because  of  the  actions  of 
outside  governments  and  their  entities  that  negatively  affected  the 
education  of  Mohawk  children.  These  actions  always  forced  the  community 
to  react.  They  included  the  State  of  New  York  determining  who  was  a 
Mohawk  child  based  on  where  they  lived,  and  a local  public  school 
district  that  was  unresponsive  to  the  concerns  of  Mohawk  parents  and 
families . 

Members  of  the  Akwesasne  community  decided  it  was  time  to  become 
proactive  and  chose  on  September  4th,  1996  to  occupy  the  St.  Regis  Mohawk 
School  in  Hogansburg,  New  York.  The  Mohawk  school  has  a student 
population  of  over  340  with  approximately  300  of  the  students  being 
Mohawk.  The  Mohawk  school  is  a pre-K  through  grade  four  school.  The 
actions  of  the  community  to  occupy  the  school  forced  the  State  of  New 
York  and  Salmon  River  Central  School  District  to  react  to  the  community. 

It  is  important  to  remember  that  the  action  taken  by  the  community 
members  was  not  a boycott  of  the  Salmon  River  Central  School  District. 
Instead,  it  was  done  as  an  assertion  of  the  rights  and  responsibilities 
of  Mohawk  parents  to  control  the  education  of  their  children.  The  Mohawk 
community  of  Akwesasne  is  not  part  of  the  Salmon  River  Central  School 
District.  Salmon  River  has  a series  of  contracts  that  pays  them  to 
educate  Mohawk  children.  These  contracts  have  a value  in  excess  of 
$8,000,000  and  the  community  of  Akwesasne  has  no  say  in  the  education  of 
their  children. 

The  action  of  occupying  the  Mohawk  School  achieved  its  goal.  It  got  the 
community  the  attention  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Salmon  River 
Central  School  District.  It  forced  them  to  react  to  the  assertion  of  the 
rights  and  responsibilities  of  the  Mohawk  community  to  educate  their 
children.  The  State  of  New  York  and  Salmon  River  Central  School  District 
would  have  objected  strongly  if  the  main  Salmon  River  School  campus  had 
been  occupied.  It  would  have  meant  a direct  interference  in  the  rights 
of  non-native  parents  in  Fort  Covington  and  Bombay  to  educate  their 
children . 

However,  how  could  the  State  or  Salmon  River  argue  if  the  Mohawk  School 
was  closed,  a school  that  had  a student  population  that  is  almost  90% 
Mohawk.  How  they  argue  over  parents  asserting  their  rights  and 
responsibilities  to  educate  their  children.  At  the  same  time,  the 
occupation  of  the  Mohawk  School  disrupted  the  lives  of  Mohawk  families, 
all  who  supported  the  creation  of  a unified  Mohawk  school  district  but 
also  some  who  did  not  support  the  disruption  it  caused.  To  these  people, 
an  apology  is  made  for  the  disruption. 

More  importantly  than  just  getting  the  attention  of  the  State  of  New  York 
and  Salmon  River,  the  actions  have  resulted  in  both  now  supporting  the 
assertion  by  the  Mohawk  people  to  educate  their  children.  A letter  was 
received  on  September  11,  1996  from  Dames  Kadamus,  Deputy  Commissioner, 


New  York  State  Education  Department,  stating:  "I  am  writing  this  letter 
to  confirm  my  commitment  made  last  week  to  support  efforts  to  obtain 
State  and/or  federal  funding  for  a school  district  referred  to  as  the 
Skanikonra  school,  which  I understand  means  "of  one  mind."  The 
Superintendent  of  the  Salmon  River  Central  School  District,  Michael 
Singleton,  has  also  pledged  his  help  in  forming  a Mohawk  school  district. 

This  process  will  take  time.  A plan  to  open  the  Skanikonra  School  must 
be  developed  that  would  allow  the  school  to  open  completely  under  Mohawk 
control.  The  goal  of  the  community  is  to  offer  a 200%  education:  100% 
external  academic  standards  and  a 100%  Mohawk  education  to  make  Mohawk 
children  proud  of  who  they  are,  to  be  proud  of  the  contributions  of 
Mohawk  people  to  Western  society,  and  to  know  their  culture  and  language. 

The  State  of  New  York  is  obligated  to  educate  Mohawk  children.  However, 
because  it  is  their  money,  they  have  set  requirements  in  order  for  this 
money  to  be  accessed.  You  must  be  a recognized  school  district  in  the 
State.  That  is  why  they  contract  with  the  Salmon  River  Central  School 
District  and  the  Massena  Central  School  District  to  educate  Mohawk 
children.  The  State  has  now  offered  to  help  the  Mohawk  community  to 
recognize  the  formation  of  their  own  school  district  so  that  they  can 
then  contract  directly  with  the  community.  Again,  this  will  take  time  to 
do. 

The  actions  of  the  past  three  weeks  is  a historical  moment  in  the  history 
of  Akwesasne.  It  has  changed  the  relationship  with  the  State  of  New  York 
and  neighboring  school  districts.  The  Akwesasne  community  now  has  a 
mechanism  to  control  the  education  of  their  children.  The  other  Nations 
of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  are  watching  to  see  how  the  Mohawk  people 
fare,  encouraged  by  the  successes  to  date. 

While  the  long  term  objective  of  the  community  is  now  within  reach,  it 
will  take  at  least  one  year  to  achieve  the  long  term  goal.  An  interim 
plan  was  needed  until  then  to  ensure  that  Mohawk  children  are  educated 
in  an  environment  that  is  friendly  and  conducive  to  learning. 

The  interim  plan  required  a compromise  to  ensure  that  community  stayed  of 
one  mind  on  the  education  of  their  children.  The  compromise  wasn't  with 
the  State  of  New  York  or  the  Salmon  River  Central  School  District,  but 
with  the  Akwesasne  community.  While  all  supported  the  creation  of  the 
Skanikonra  school  district,  there  was  disagreement  within  the  community 
on  the  continued  occupation  of  the  Mohawk  school.  A compromise  was  needed 
to  ensure  that  the  community  remained  of  one  mind  on  the  education  of 
their  children.  Whenever  the  community  becomes  divided  on  an  issue,  it 
is  the  non-native  people  who  take  advantage  of  the  division. 

On  September  11,  1996,  the  leadership  of  Akwesasne,  the  Mohawk  Council  of 
Akwesasne,  the  St  Regis  Mohawk  Tribal  Council,  and  the  Mohawk  Nation 
Council  of  Chiefs,  developed  a proposal  as  an  interim  plan  to  give  the 
community  time  to  develop  the  Skanikonra  School  District.  That  proposal 
required  a written  commitment  from  the  New  York  State  Education 
Department  to  help  the  community  form  the  Skanikonra  School  District. 

That  commitment  was  received  the  same  day. 

The  second  part  of  the  proposal  involved  allowing  the  Salmon  River 
Central  School  District  to  continue  having  a role  in  the  education  of 
Mohawk  children,  but  not  like  in  previous  years.  The  following  conditions 
were  presented  to  the  Salmon  River  Central  School  Board  that  if  agreed 
to,  would  see  the  reopening  of  the  Mohawk  School  as  soon  as  possible: 

1.  An  ombudsman  system  be  established  at  Salmon  River  Central  School  so 
that  Mohawk  students  will  have  a process  to  address  their  concerns.  The 
community  of  Akwesasne  would  select  the  ombudsman.  The  State  Education 
Department  agreed  to  fund  the  ombudsman  position. 

2.  The  State  offered  to  create  an  eight  member  Council,  consisting  of 
four  members  of  the  Salmon  River  Central  School  Board  and  four  Akwesasne 
community  members.  The  Council  would  meet  and  discuss  issues  of  concern 
to  the  Mohawk  community.  A clause  in  the  Salmon  River  Central  School's 
contract  to  educate  Mohawk  children  would  require  that  their  School  Board 
act  on  recommendations  of  the  Council  in  good  faith.  The  eight  member 
council  would  be  mandated  to  ensure  the  voice  of  the  Mohawk  people  is 
heard  by  the  Salmon  River  Central  School  District. 

3.  The  State  Education  Department  agreed  to  see  about  returning  the 


fifth  grade  Mohawk  students  to  the  Mohawk  School  by  January  1997.  The 
Mohawk  School  had  been  expanded  to  accommodate  grade  five  and  six  by  the 
year  1999.  The  State  agreed  to  accelerate  the  timetable. 

4.  Two  non-native  teachers  be  transferred  from  the  Mohawk  School  to  the 
Salmon  River  Central  School  Campus. 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  Salmon  River  Central  School  Board  on 
September  12,  1996,  the  Board  agreed  to  the  conditions  outlined  above. 

The  Salmon  River  Central  School  Board  gave  the  Superintendent,  Michael 
Singleton,  the  authority  to  transfer  teachers  from  the  Mohawk  School  to 
Salmon  River's  main  campus.  Board  votes  for  all  conditions  were  five  in 
favor,  1 against,  and  1 member  abstaining. 

The  Mohawk  School  reopened  on  Monday,  September  16,  1996. 

For  more  information,  contact  James  Ransom  at  (518)  358-2157. 

"RE : Increasing  Violence  in  Chiapas"  

Date:  Fri,  27  Sep  1996  15:47:23  -0800 
From:  saiic@igc.apc.org  (SAIIC) 

Sub  j : Urgent  Action:  Increasing  Level  of  Violence  in  Chiapas  (Mexico) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Urgent  Action:  Increasing  Level  of  Violence  in  Chiapas 
Information  from  Global  Exchange. 

Since  the  beginning  of  June,  reports  of  violence  and  human  rights 
violations  in  northern  Chiapas,  particularly  in  the  municipalities  of  Tila, 
Tumbala,  Salto  de  Agua,  and  Sabanilla,  have  increased  to  a crisis  level. 

The  government  is  also  reported  to  be  continuing  a huge  armament  campaign, 
flooding  the  area  with  military  troops  and  vehicles.  This  illustrates  the 
climate  of  terror  present  in  indigenous  and  campesino  communities,  and  is 
one  of  the  factors  stated  by  the  EZLN  for  the  decision  to  suspend  the  peace 
talks . . 

Talks  between  government  officials  and  campesino  representatives  in  Tila, 
northern  Chiapas,  to  bring  peace  to  the  region  and  to  enable  the  over  1,500 
displaced  campesinos  to  return  to  their  communities  were  unsuccessful. 
Inhabitants  of  this  region,  especially  the  Masoja  Schuc'ja  community  have 
been  threatened  by  a paramilitary  group  called  "Paz  y Justicia."  Its 
government  ties  enable  it  to  manipulate  the  judicial  system.  Based  on  their 
denunciations  "suspects"  have  been  detained  and  penal  processes  have  been 
opened.  It  seems  that  the  judicial  system  is  only  willing  to  investigate 
denouncements  made  by  groups  like  "Paz  y Justicia." 

The  official  government  campaign  in  response  to  the  actions  of  the 
Popular  Revolutionary  Army  (EPR)  has  led  to  a significant  increase  in 
military  and  police  activity,  resulting  in  patrols,  military  checkpoints 
and  the  detention  of  grassroots  activists. 

It  is  important  that  the  indigenous  communities  know  they  are  not  alone  at 
this  time.  After  18  months  of  dialogue,  there  are  no  other  results  than  the 
persistent  misery  and  the  encirclement  of  thousands  of  soldiers.  We  urge 
you  to  write  a letter  to  the  president  of  Mexico,  Ernesto  Zedillo,  asking 
for  immediate  measures.  A sample  letter  follows. 


Mr.  President  Ernesto  Zedillo: 

I would  like  to  express  my  profound  concern  toward  the  ongoing 
violence  in  Chiapas.  The  situation  continues  to  deteriorate.  This  climate 
of  terror  is  one  of  the  factors  stated  by  the  EZLN  for  the  decision  to 
suspend  their  participation  in  the  peace  talks. 

After  18  months  of  dialogue  there  are  no  other  results  than  the  persistent 
misery  and  the  encirclement  of  60,000  soldiers.  The  resulting  desperation 
amongst  the  population  in  rebellion  places  into  question  nonviolent 
political  methods  as  a means  to  reach  a solution. 


I would  therefore  like  to  ask  you  to  listen  to  the  demands  and  the  needs  of 


all  the  parties  involved.  The  increased  military  activity  of  the  last 
weeks,  especially  in  the  states  of  Guerrero,  Oaxaca,  Tabasco,  and  Chiapas 
that  have  lead  to  the  detention  of  members  of  campesino  and  popular 
organizations,  must  be  stopped.  I ask  you  stop  the  human  rights  violation 

Sincerely, 


South  and  Meso  American  Indian  Rights  Center  (SAIIC) 

P.0.  Box  28703 
Oakland  CA,  94604 

Phone:  (510)834-4263  Fax:  (510)834-4264 

Email:  saiic@igc.apc.org 

Office:  1714  Franklin  Street,  3rd  Floor,  Oakland 

Home  Page:  http://www.igc.apc.org/saiic/saiic.html 

For  more  information  about  SAIIC,  send  an  empty  email  message  to: 

saiic-info@igc .apc.org 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Sep  1996  21:31:20  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Bernadette  Chato  <chato@unm.edu> 

Sub j : Schedule  for  Native  America  Calling 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

TO:  PROGRAM  DIRECTORS,  GENERAL  MANAGERS 

FR:  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 

DT:  SEPTEMBER  26,  1996 

RE:  SCHEDULE  FOR  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING, 

SEPTEMBER  30  - OCTOBER  4,  1996 


****  PROGRAM  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  **** 
Watch  the  DACS  or  your  FAX  for  updates!! 


HOST:  TOM  BEAVER 

WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  FOR  9/30  - 10/4: 

MON  - 9/30:  OPEN  LINES  --  INDIAN  SLANG  & NICK-NAMES:  OUTSIDE 
OF  OUR  OWN  TRIBAL  LANGUAGES,  WE  NATIVES  HAVE  OUR  OWN  UNIQUE  FORM 
OF  ORALLY  IDENTIFYING  WITH  EACH  OTHER.  OFTEN,  WE  EXPRESS  OUR 
AFFECTION  THRU  NICK  NAMES.  IN  ADDITION,  WE  EN30Y  OUR  OWN  SLANG! 
30IN  US  AS  WE  DISCUSS  NICK-NAMES  AND  THE  STORIES  BEHIND  THEM! 
SCHEDULED  GUEST  IS  WRITER  CHET  BARFIELD  OF  THE  SAN  DIEGO  UNION 
TRIBUNE. 

TUES  - 10/1:  POLITICAL  WOMEN  & LEADERSHIP:  ADA  DEER,  WYNONNA 
LADUKE  AND  GEORGIANNA  LINCOLN.  WHAT  DO  THESE  WOMEN  HAVE  IN 
COMMON?  YEA,  YOU  GUESSED  IT!  THEY'RE  NATIVE  WOMEN  AND  THEY'RE 
IN  POLITICAL  & LEADERSHIP  ROLES.  IN  ORDER  FOR  WOMEN  TO  BE 
PLAYERS  IN  THE  POLITICAL  ARENA,  DO  THEY  HAVE  TO  ADOPT  A "GOOD 
OL'  BOY"  ATTITUDE?  GUESTS  INCLUDE  MARIE  CALICA  OF  THE  WOMEN'S 
RESOURCE  ASSOCIATION. 

WED  - 10/2:  FOREST  FIRES:  RECOVERY  & CONTROLLED  BURNS:  THIS 
YEAR,  OUR  NATION'S  FORESTS  SUFFERED  A MASSIVE  NUMBER  OF  FIRES, 
DESPITE  PREVENTATIVE  MEASURES.  WHAT'S  THE  RESTORATION  EFFORT 
LIKE  IN  THESE  AREAS?  DOES  THIS  MEAN  CONTROLLED  BURNS  ARE 
FUTILE?  GUESTS  INCLUDE  MIKE  GOMEZ  OF  WARM  SPRINGS,  OREGON  FIRE 
MANAGEMENT  OFFICE. 

THURS  - 10/3:  IMMIGRATION:  ARE  U-S  IMMIGRATION  LAWS 
DISCRIMINATORY  TOWARDS  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE  OF  THE  AMERICA'S? 

SHOULD  WE  STAND  UP  FOR  OUR  INDIGENOUS  BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS? 
CONGRESS  IS  CONSIDERING  WITHHOLDING  ALL  FEDERAL  ASSISTANCE  TO 
IMMIGRANTS.  SHOULD  PEOPLE  OF  COLOR  BE  PENALIZED  IF  THEY  ARE 
GOING  THROUGH  THE  IMMIGRATION  PROCESS  LEGALLY?  GUESTS  TBA. 

FRI  - 10/4:  WELLNESS:  DIAL-A-DOC:  MEDICAL  ADVICE  3UST  A PHONE 


CALL  AWAY!  THIS  WELLNESS  EDITION  FEATURES  MEDICAL  GUESTS 
ANSWERING  YOUR  HEALTH  QUESTIONS.  COLD  AND  FLU  SEASON  IS  HERE 
--  THESE  EXPERTS  MAY  BE  ABLE  TO  SNUFF  OUT  YOUR  SNIFFLES.  WHAT 
ABOUT  YOU?  DO  YOU  HAVE  ANY  HOME  REMEDIES  YOU'D  LIKE  TO  SHARE? 
GUESTS  TBA. 

*Native  America  Calling*  is  produced  and  directed  by  Harlan 
McKosato  (Sac  and  Fox  from  Oklahoma).  Tom  Beaver  (Muscogee 
Creek  from  Minnesota)  is  Host/Associate  Producer,  Features 
Producer/Editor  is  Bernadette  Chato  (Navajo  from  New  Mexico), 
and  Michelle  Cody  (Navajo  from  Arizona)  serves  as  Associate 
Producer . 

*NAC*  is  a production  of  Native  American  Public 
Telecommunications,  Inc.  Offices  for  *Native  America  Calling* 
are  located  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  The  program  is  produced 
at  the  studios  of  KUNM  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico.  The 
staff  of  *Native  America  Calling*  can  be  reached  at  505-277-5201 
or  by  fax  at  505-277-4286.  Address  correspondence  to  PO  Box 
40164,  Albuquerque,  NM  87196,  or  e-mail  to  native@unm.edu. 

For  information  on  how  your  local  public  radio  station  can  carry 
the  program,  call  John  Belindo,  AIROS  at  1-800-571-6885  or  e- 
mail  to  his  attention  to  jbelindo@unlinfo.unl.edu. 

/////////////WWWWWW 


Bernadette  Chato,  Features  Producer 
NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 
The  Nation's  1st  Electronic  Talking  Circle 
Heard  on  public  radio  stations! 


Snail  Mail:  PO  Box  40164 
Albuquerque,  NM  87196 
505-277-5354/FAX  505-277-4286 
E-mail:  chato@unm.edu 
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This  issue  contains  articles  from  NATIVELIT-L,  Minnlnd,  Triballaw  & NATIVE-L 
listservers;  UUCP  & genie  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native,  igc . list . indknow 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  , don.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"I  love  to  roam  the  praries.  There  I feel  free  and  happy, 
but  when  we  settle  down,  we  grow  pale  and  die." 

Chief  Satanta,  Kiowa 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


It  is  incomprehensible,  that  in  today's  time  when  sacred  Elders  are 
rapidly  becoming  an  endangered  species,  that  they  are  often  treated  badly. 

I have  heard  so  many  times  about  blowhards  who  shout  how  much  they  care,  how 
much  they"ll  "DO".  They  then  take  advantage  of  the  People  who  are  one  inch 
short  of  starving  to  death. 

Yes,  I know  of  such  instances.  I know  of  a Lakota  Grandmother  who  is 
living  in  a shack  that  leaks  wind.  People  come  to  her  and  ask  her  to  speak 
at  their  gatherings.  They  do  not  offer  honorariums,  they  do  not  offer  to 
help  repair  the  leaks  in  the  windows,  they  do  not  offer  her  food.  They  just 
take. 


Last  year  a wisdom  keeper,  also  a Lakota  living  on  Pine  Ridge,  accepted  a 
urgent  plea  to  go  help  someone.  He  wasn't  given  any  money  when  he  got  there. 
He  had  to  borrow  enough  to  get  home.  He  won't  say,  "no." 

He  was  also  stuck  with  phone  bills  from  some  group  who  wanted  to  hold  a 
vigil  on  his  land.  They  ran  up  his  phone  bill,  trashed  the  place;  and  went 
off  to  brag  about  how  they  had  gotten  in  touch  with  Nature.  He  will 
probably  lose  badly  needed  phone  service  because  he  can't  pay  off  the  bill 
these  users  ran  up. 

(If  you  can  help  financially,  email  me  at  gars@netcom.com  and  I will  tell 
you  how. ) 


Traditionals  come  over  and  over  again  to  help  people  who  talk  big,  who 
promise  everything  and  deliver  nothing.  I know  of  a Tsalagi  teacher  who 
will  not  even  talk  to  you  if  you  are  not  personally  well  known.  He  doesn't 
need  his  name  attached  to  some  crystal-twinkie ' s instant  tarot  reading, 
pop-up  sweat  lodge,  and  weekend  Native  American  encounter  group. 

People  get  pissed  off  when  the  Elders  don't  jump,  and  act  like  they're 
overjoyed  at  the  opportunity  to  teach.  The  fact  is  these  elders  are  tired 
of  being  used. 


It  is  no  wonder  the  Lakota  delivered  a Declaration  of  War  against  those 
who  steal  ceremony,  who  ask  of  them  and  give  nothing,  who  take  from  them 
and  expect  gratitude. 


It  is  no  wonder  Medicine  Keepers  don't  have  apprentices  like  before.  Why 
pass  on  knowledge  that  will  only  be  abused?  Why  give  the  next  generation 
wisdom  that  won't  pay  the  rent.  Why  give  a damn  when  few  return  the  love 
and  appreciation  these  caretakers  deserve? 

Peace!  Night  Owl 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 

===w=w=== 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@juno.com 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@genie.com 


News  of  the  people  featured 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Leonard  Back  in  Leavenworth 

- Indian  Water  Rights 

- Forest  Service  Desecrations 

- American  Holiday 

- Oneida  Leader  Speaks 

- Stories  are  Our  Life 

- Charwood- Litzau  Responds  to  Article 

- Melting  Pots  and  Salads 

- Humor? 

- Course  on  Traditional  Cultures 

- lob  in  Seattle 


in  this  issue  

Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- NY  Breaks  Off  Negotiations 

- Innu  Losers  in  Churchill  Falls 

- Nawash  Bay  Chippewas 

- ICWA  Fight  to  Begin  Anew 

- A Letter  from  Leavenworth 

- Tobacco  Seed  Bank 


- Call  to  be  in  Mexico 

- Happy  1842  Treaty  Anniversary 

- New  Mexico  Updates 

- News  Flashes 

- Poem:  A Questioning  Poem 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 
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"RE : Leonard  Back  in  Leavenworth"  

Date:  Fri,  4 Oct  1996  13:31:22  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Leonard  okay,  and  back  in  Leavenworth!!! 

UUCP  email 

Hi:  Thanks  to  all  whose  efforts  made  this  possible.  Leonard  was 
transferred  from  the  Springfield  facility  yesterday,  and  arrived  back  at 
Leavenworth  Prison  at  about  5:00  pm.  I talked  to  Lisa  at  the  LPDC,  and  she 
said  he  is  doing  just  fine.  This  was  exactly  what  he/we  wanted;  due  largely 
to  the  efforts  of  all  of  you  who  let  your  voices  and  your  opinions  be  heard, 
that  is  what  happened. 

Thank  you,  each  and  every  one  of  you,  for  your  help.  As  soon  as  I get  the 
chance,  I will  post  Leonard's  personal  address  at  Leavenworth,  so  you  can 
write  if  you  wish.  He  likes  getting  mail  from  all  of  us!  :-) 

Keep  those  Clemency  Campaign  calls,  faxes,  and  letters  going.  It  would  be 
great  to  get  Leonard  home  for  his  first  Christmas  with  his  family,  in  over 
20  years! 

Thanks  again  for  all  your  hard  work,  your  caring,  your  prayers. 

My  best  to  all  of  you: 

As  always: 

Freedom  Heart 
f reedom@prairienet . org 
Freedom  LPSG 
FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! ! ! 

"to  the  people  who  struggle  for  their  freedom, 
i embrace  you  and  send  you  my  love  and  strength." 

--Leonard  Peltier  / POW  -- 

"RE;  Indian  Water  Rights"  - — 

Date:  Thu,  3 Oct  1996  09:26:03  -0700  (MST) 

From:  dh88691@goodnet.com  (Ion  Norstog) 

Sub j : Precedent  set  on  Indian  Water  Rights? 

UUCP  email 

This  is  not  a "Navajo-Hopi  'Land  Dispute'  Update"  - I have  refrained 
from  commenting  to  let  all  those  who  are  getting  involved  work  for  a while. 

I will  put  together  something  soon,  however. 

The  settlement  legislation,  S 1973,  passed  the  Senate  on  Sept.  26, 

1996  and  was  immediately  sent  to  the  House,  where  it  was  passed  on  Saturday 
night.  Sept.  28th. 

Irene  Herder,  who  is  from  the  HPL  herself,  Howell  Mesa  area,  called 
me  with  her  concern  about  amendments  which  were  made  to  S 1973  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate.  She  also  faxed  me  a copy  of  the  legislation. 

Those  of  us  who  struggled  so  hard  to  get  even  a few  words  changed  in 
the  text  of  the  bill  over  the  last  six  months  are  pretty  amazed  that 
Senators  McCain  and  Kyi  would  submit  6 and  a half  pages  of  amendments 
addressing  the  concerns  of  the  cities  of  Flagstaff  and  Winslow,  and  the 
major  water  users  in  northern  Arizona. 

The  language  which  concerns  everyone  I've  talked  to  is  in  Section  12 
Water  Rights.  It  includes  language  to  which  divests  of  any  federal  water 
rights  all  lands  the  Hopi  Tribe  acquires  under  the  settlement.  There  is  a 


lot  of  qualifying  language  on  ground  water  rights. 


What  is  most  astounding  however,  is  sec.  12  (C)(3)(h): 

"Statutory  Construction  - nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to 
determine  the  law  applicable  to  water  use  on  lands  owned  by  the  United 
States,  other  than  on  the  newly  acquired  trust  lands.  The  granting  of  the 
right  to  make  beneficial  use  of  unappropriated  surface  water  on  the  newly 
acquired  trust  lands  with  a priority  date  such  lands  are  taken  into  trust 
shall  not  be  construed  to  imply  that  such  right  is  a Federal  reserved  water 
right.  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  establish  any  Federal 
reserved  right  to  groundwater.  Authority  for  the  Secretary  to  take  land 
into  trust  for  the  Tribe  (the  Hopi  Tribe)  pursuant  to  the  Settlement 
Agreement  and  this  Act  shall  be  construed  as  having  been  provided  solely  by 
the  provisions  of  this  Act." 

As  far  as  anyone  I've  talked  to  knows,  this  is  the  first  time  Congress  has 
voided  the  Winters  "doctrine"  of  federally  reserved  water  rights  for  Indian 
Nations.  In  Winters  v.  United  States  the  Supreme  Court  determined  that  when 
the  U.S.  established  Indian  reservations,  it  implicitly  reserved  rights  to 
enough  water  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  people  living  there.  Winters  is  most 
of  the  legal  foundation  for  Indian  water  rights  in  the  U.S.,  and  has  also 
been  extended  to  protect  water  rights  in  other  federally-reserved  lands  such 
as  wildlife  refuges,  military  reserves,  etc. 

There  are  some  big-time  water  using  interests  in  northern  Arizona,  including 
Senator  Kyi's  former  employer  Salt  River  Project.  These  interests  do  not 
want  to  deal  with  federally-reserved  water  rights,  even  when  the  priority 
date  for  those  rights  would  be  junior  to  their  claims. 

If  this  precedent  stands,  every  time  an  Indian  Nation  tries  to  add  land  to 
its  reservation  it  will  have  to  fight  the  monied  special  interests  for  water 
rights.  It  also  means  that  it  will  be  that  much  harder  to  protect  wildlife 
refuges  and  other  environmentally  sensitive  areas  --  yeah,  you  can  protect 
the  duck  marsh  but  the  local  utility  is  going  get  language  in  the  bill 
establishing  it  which  will  allow  it  to  suck  away  the  water  for  its  power  plant. 

This  precedent  will  be  established  unless  President  Clinton  sends  the  bill 
back  to  Congress.  Think  about  it. 
jn 


"RE : Forest  Service  Desecrations"  

Date:  08  Oct  96  06:06:32  EDT 

From:  rod  whited  <103123. 2051@CompuServe.COM> 

Sub j : Alabama  desecrations  by  Forest  Service 

UUCP  email 

O'Siyo  Night  Owl, 

If  at  all  possible,  please  print  this  in  Native  American  News  so  that  the 
People  may  know  that  the  National  Forest  Service  is  desecrating  Sacred  sites 
in  The  Bankhead  National  Forest  in  North  Alabama.  These  desecrations  are  in 
violations  of  their.  The  National  Forest  Service's,  own  previous  agreements 
to  protect  these  sacred  sites.  Does  this  not  sound  all  so  familiar,  the 
government  breaking  its  own  agreements,  treaty's  etc.  with  The  People? 

This  copyrighted  article  of  1 October,  1996,  is  offered  with  the 
permission  of  TH E HUNTSVILLE  TIMES,  Huntsville,  Al.,  newspaper. 

COPY  OF  ARTICLE  ATTACHED 
By  Mike  Salinero 
Times  Staff  Writer 

WREN,  AL-  Lamar  Marshall  and  Greg  Preston  don't  hear  the  drip,  drip,  drip 
of  the  moisture  seeping  down  the  massive  sandstone  rock  overhang  known  as 
Kinlock  shelter  at  Bankhead  National  Forest. 

They  don't  hear  the  occasional  bird  songs. 

They  don't  even  hear  the  silence,  which  can  be  hypnotizing  to  the  city 
folks . 

Marshall  and  Preston  hear  the  drums.  They  see  the  ghosts.  And  they  feel 


the  responsibility  of  protecting  the  memory  of  an  ancient  people. 

This  place  is  sacred,  they  say.  And  if  you  look  like  you  don't  believe, 
their  disgust  shows  briefly  in  their  eyes. 

But  the  friendliness  returns  instantly.  After  all,  how  could  reporters 
or  photographers  understand?  They  don't  hear  the  drums. 

Besides,  here  is  only  one  enemy  for  these  modern-day  warriors,  and  it 
isn't  the  news  media.  The  enemy  is  the  U.S.  Forest  Service.  "The  time  for 
talking  is  over,"  Marshall  said.  "The  cutting  is  over,  they've  already 
done  the  damage. " 

"But  there'll  be  more  cutting  in  the  future  if  we  don't  do  something," 
Preston  said. 

The  Forest  Service  manages  national  forest  lands.  It  allows  companies 
like  Champion  International  to  clear-cut  sections  of  hardwood  forest.  The 
wood  is  made  into  paper  and  cardboard. 

The  Forest  Service  then  crushed  the  clear-cut  land  with  steel  roller 
drums  weighing  thousands  of  pounds.  The  land  is  burned,  sprayed  with 
herbicides  and  replanted  in  pine  trees. 

These  management  techniques  are  anathema  to  Marshall,  especially  when 
they  infringe  on  historically  and  culturally  important  areas  of  the 
Bankhead.  In  1991,  the  Forest  Service  clear-cut  parts  of  Indian  Tomb  Flollow, 
which  local  Indians  revere  because  it  holds  their  ancestors'  remains. 

Enraged  by  the  incident,  Marshall  quit  his  job  as  an  engineer  and 
founded  the  Bankhead  Monitor,  an  organization  dedicated  to  preserving  the 
Bankhead  National  Forest  as  is.  In  the  Monitor  newsletter,  Marshall 
combined  scathing  editorials  with  cartoons  depicting  a smiling  lames 
Ramey,  district  ranger,  triumphantly  holding  a chain  saw  over  his  head. 

Preston  is  a spokesman  for  the  Blue  Clan  of  the  Echota  Cherokee,  which 
has  inhabited  the  Bankhead  for  hundreds  of  years.  The  tribe  still 
practices  drumming  and  vision  quests  in  places  like  Kinlock  Shelter  and 
Indian  Tomb  they  say  are  filled  with  power. 

Marshall  and  Preston  are  angry  because,  they  say,  the  Forest  Service  has 
broken  a promise  to  protect  the  Kinlock  Historic  District,  Indian  Tomb  and 
High  Town  Path,  an  ancient  Indian  trail.  On  Nov.  17,  1995,  Gov.  Fob  lames 
signed  certificates  placing  High  Town  Path  and  the  Kinlock  Historic 
District  on  the  Alabama  Register  of  Landmarks  and  Heritage. 

A proposal  to  put  Indian  Tomb  on  the  register  was  tabled  for  study,  but 
lames  Yancy,  Forest  Service  supervisor  of  Alabama,  put  a protective 
boundary  around  Indian  Tomb  in  lanuary  1993. 

Marshall  shows  visitors  about  30  acres  that  have  been  clear-cut.  A 
depression,  like  an  empty  stream  bed,  runs  through  the  area.  Marshall  and 
Preston  say  the  ditch  is  High  Town  Path,  which  ran  from  Georgia  through 
North  Alabama  to  Mississippi  where  it  joined  the  Natchez  Trace.  In 
addition  to  Indians,  the  path  was  used  by  traders,  trappers  and  early 
settlers  of  the  Bankhead. 

Marshall  and  Preston  say  there's  no  doubt  the  clear-cut  area  runs  across 
the  High  Town  Path  because  it  sits  on  the  Tennessee  divide,  a ridge 
between  the  Tennessee  River  drainage  area  and  the  Warrior  River  basin. 

The  path  was  along  the  ridge,  they  say,  so  the  Indians  didn't  have  to 
ford  streams. 

In  response  to  Marshall  and  Preston's  charges,  Yancy,  head  of  the  Forest 
Service  in  Alabama,  sent  THE  TIMES  a statement  on  the  Forest  Service's 
actions . 

Yancy  says  the  Forest  Service  did  not  recognize  the  High  Town  Path  as  a 
"special  area."  The  Forest  Service  had  agreed,  however,  to  a "partial 
retention  visual  quality  management  zone"  along  roads  "commonly 
associated  with  the  route  of  the  High  Town  Path,"  Yancy  said. 

Yancy  said  the  zone  allows  "limited  management  activities  as  long  as  the 
effect  is  visually  subordinate." 

"Those  are  bureaucratic  words  for  making  it  pretty  for  the  public, 

Preston  said. 

Yancy  said  the  activity  that  Marshall  and  Preston  are  protesting  in  the 
Kinlock  district  was  a 30-acre  preparation  treatment  to  fight  the  Southern 
pine  beetle. 

He  said  a study  by  the  Forest  Service's  Cultural  Resource  Management 
division  says  the  pine  beetle  work  wouldn't  affect  land  eligible  for  the 


National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  Yancy  said  the  same  thing  about 
Forest  Service  work  in  Indian  Tomb  Hollow. 

"I  have  put  together  a team  of  resource  specialists  to  visit  (Indian 
Tomb)  to  determine,  based  on  cliff  lines  and  other  factors  in  our  policy 
letter  and  the  forest  plan,  if  we  adversely  impacted  the  area,"  Yancy 
said . 

Marshall  said  he  doesn't  believe  anything  Yancy  or  Ramy,  the  district 
ranger,  say.  The  Forest  Service's  promises,  he  said  continue  the  legacy  of 
the  government's  broken  treaties  with  the  Indians. 

"Smokey  the  Bear  is  dead,"  Marshall  said  grimly.  "That's  a fairy  tale 
like  the  tooth  fairy. 

"Native  Americans  were  run  out  of  Alabama,"  Marshall,  who  has  Cherokee 
blood,  said.  "The  only  lands  left  in  North  Alabama  that  Native  Americans 
can  use  for  wild  natural  areas  to  practice  the  traditions  of  their 
forefathers  are  public  areas.  If  they  take  those  away..." 

Marshall  and  members  of  the  Echota  band  met  with  regional  Forest  Service 
officials  from  Atlanta  Sunday  morning.  Marshall  said  the  Forest  Service 
officials  said  they  would  try  to  get  a complete  logging  ban  on  areas  the 
Bankhead  Monitor  says  are  part  of  the  High  Town  Path,  the  Kinlock 
district  and  the  Indian  Tomb  Hollow. 

"They  indicated  there  was  a violation  of  the  National  Forest 
Preservation  Act,"  Marshall  said  Monday.  "I  guess  they  will  deal  with  that 
internally. " 

Marshall  is  a modern  warrior.  He  uses  lawsuits  and  publicity,  not  guns 
or  bows,  to  wage  guerrilla  war  against  the  Forest  Service. 

He  constantly  tweaks  the  nose  of  Yancy  and  Ramey,  first  in  the  Bankhead 
Monitor  newsletter  and  now  in  WILD  ALABAMA,  a magazine  devoted  to  the 
outdoors.  He  says  response  to  the  magazine  has  been  spectacular  and  he 
wants  to  use  it  as  a weapon  to  stop  the  Forest  Services 's  clear-cutting 
on  public  lands. 

Marshall  said  he  intends  to  file  another  lawsuit  against  the  Forest 
Service  over  the  High  Town  Path  activity.  "The  law  says  they  must 

protect  our  natural  resources,"  he  said.  "They  are  breaking  the  law." 

At  Kinlock  Shelter,  Marshall  and  Preston  show  visitors  the  petroglyphs, 
or  carvings,  on  top  of  a 5-foot-high  rock.  One  is  a cross.  Another  is  a 
stick  figure  of  a man  hanging  upside  down,  arms  spread,  with  over-sized 
hands . 

"I  don't  know  what  these  mean;  I'd  be  kidding  if  I said  I did,"  Preston 
said,  slowly  tracing  the  carvings  with  his  fingers.  "I  just  know  they're 
very  significant." 

A triangular  stone  25  feet  high  and  90  feet  around  guards  the  entrance 
to  the  shelter.  The  Indians  believe  the  stone  also  has  some  significance. 

Preston  said  the  Echota  has  drumming  in  the  shelter  the  previous  week  on 
the  autumnal  equinox,  the  one  day  when  daylight  and  night  are  the  same 
duration . 

"There  are  some  powerful  energies  in  here,"  he  said. 

Marshall  said  residents  of  the  Bankhead  are  angry  about  desecration  of 
the  sacred  sites  in  a way  they  never  have  been  about  the  environmental 
effects  of  clear-cutting.  They  are  angry,  they  say,  that  the  roller  drums 
and  the  bulldozers  have  crushed  the  bones  of  their  great-great - 
grandparents . 

They  are  angry  enough  to  fight  he  said.  Perhaps  peacefully,  perhaps  not. 

You  can  almost  hear  the  drums. 

END  COPY  OF  ARTICLE 

Anyone  wishing  to  contact  Lamar  Marshall  or  Greg  Preston  for  more 
information  or  offers  of  much  needed  support  can  do  so  at  the  following: 
THE  BANKHEAD  MONITOR,  a Nonprofit  Educational  Corporation,  Phone  (205) 

974 - POST. . .FAX:  (205)  974-7678 ...  Email :WARUK@AOL . COM 
Wado, 

Rod  Whited 


"RE : American  Holiday"  

Date:  Sat,  5 Oct  1996  19:06:15  -0700  (PDT) 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 


Sub j : American  Holiday 


UUCP  email 

With  Clinton  announcing  this  as  National  Roosevelt  History  month, 

I wonder  if  that  order  will  replace  Christopher  Columbus  Day, 

America's  foremost  hero?  N-O-T-!! 

And  it  is  written....  That  .... 

Christopher  Columbus  sailed  the  ocean  blue,  and  on  October  12,  1492 
a sailor  aboard  the  Pinta,  from  a high,  shouted  "Land,  land!" 

It  is  written,  that; 

Of  course  wouldn't  you  know  it,  in  order  to  collect  a life  time 
pension  promised  him  by  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  Isabella  of 
Spain,  he  makes  the  claim  that  he  spotted  the  land  first,  which 
it  is  written  became  known  as  America,  only  it  was  the  island  of 
Guanahani  that  he  claimed  for  Spain. 

It  is  written,  that; 

Now  this  so  called  American  hero  is  said  to  have  on  November  12, 
of  1492,  kidnaps  10  Tainos,  seven  women,  and  three  children,  whom 
he  kept  with  him  as  he  went  on  to  Espanola  before  returning  to 
Spain . 

It  is  written,  that; 

Gold  and  land  was  a major  factor  of  Columbus,  and  it  didn't  matter 
really  that  people  were  in  fact  already  living  on  these  lands  he 
was  claiming  for  Spain,  because  a far  as  the  people(Indians) , if  he 
needed  guides  or  translators,  he  kidnapped  them.  If  his  men  wanted 
women,  he  captured  sex  slaves  and  if  these  people  resisted  he  would 
retaliate  with  dogs,  hangings  and  mutilations. 

It  is  written,  that; 

Now,  Black  Americans  claim  the  hardship  of  slavery  and  rightfully  so, 
only  as  far  as  claiming  to  be  America's  First  Slaves,  they  need  to 
understand  that  on  Columbus's  second  voyage  he  captured  some  1,500 
Taino  Indians  from  the  island  of  Espanola  and  choose  500  as  slaves 
to  be  sold  in  Spain,  to  which  it  is  said  he  wrote, "Let  us  in  the  name 
of  the  Holy  Trinity  go  one  sending  all  the  slaves  that  can  be  sold." 

It  is  written,  that; 

Then,  in  his  quest  to  find  all  the  gold  in  the  world,  Columbus  ordered 
every  Indian  14  years  and  older  to  deliver  a regular  quota  of  gold  and 
if  these  Indians  didn't  produce  any  gold,  then  he  went  further  and 
ordered  their  hands  chopped  off  and  during  this  time  period,  it  is 
stated  that  some  quarter  of  a million  people  died. 

Comment : 

Of  course,  such  regards  are  not  often  found  to  present  a unique  picture 
of  America's  hero  and  such  information  does  advocate  that  Columbus  is 
by  no  means  a real  hero,  but  a murder,  a killer  of  innocent  women, 
children,  babies  and  men,  whom  greeted  this  man  and  his  people  with 
open  arms. 

In  my  own  uneducated  opinion,  America  has  made  heroes  out  of  all 
the  people  responsible  for  the  worlds  worst  holocaust .. The  death 
of  the  Native  American,  a population  of  80  to  100  million. 

"This  is  very  bias  Larry  and  you  should  not  dishonor  such  a 
legend  as  Columbus!" 

Well,  e-x-c-u-s-e  m-e  ! ! 

But  I just  thought  I'd  provide  a comment  on  this  up-coming  holiday. 

I know  some  people  think  rather  highly  of  ole  chris  baby  and  the 
rest  of  the  so-called  American  heroes,  but  I just  wanted  to  add  my 
two-cents  worth.  I mean,  gee,  we  have  clothes  on  our  back,  a good 
place  to  sleep  and  plenty  of  food  and  if  it  wasn't  for  ole  chris 
baby,  the  white  man  say  we'd  still  be  naked  and  starving,  oh  my  or 
does  that  go  with  lions  and  tigers  and  bears,  oh  no,  oh  well... 

Good  night .... 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra . net 
"RE : Oneida  Leader  Speaks"  


Date:  7 Oct  1996  15:34:42  GMT 

From:  dbumstea@newstand.syr.edu  (Daniel  B.  Umstead) 

Sub j : Oneida  Leader  speaks  at  World  Gaming  Conference 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

October  3,  1996  For  Immediate  Release 

Halbritter  Focuses  on  Economics  at  World  Gaming  Congress 
ONEIDA  NATION  TERRITORY,  via  Oneida,  NY  -- 

Ray  Flalbritter,  chief  operating  officer  of  Oneida  Indian  Nation  enterprises, 
is  in  Las  Vegas  for  a panel  discussion  on  economic  diversification  as  part 
of  the  World  Gaming  Congress  & Expo  (October  1 through  October  3) . 

Halbritter  is  serving  on  a four-person  panel  at  the  gaming  industry's 
international  event  because  of  the  Nation's  successful  economic 
diversification  efforts,  explained  Expo  official  Matt  Connor. 

The  "Economic  Diversification"  seminar  examines  the  risks  and  rewards  of 
investing  casino  dollars  in  other  non-gaming  business.  The  seminar 
addresses  the  concern  among  Indian  tribes,  due  to  encroachment  by  private 
business  and  federal  and  state  legislatures,  that  gaming  may  one  day  be 
lost  as  the  primary  source  of  revenue  on  reservations.  Halbritter  is 
addressing  how  gaming  has  contributed  to  the  diversification  of  the 
Nation's  economy  and  the  challenges  of  starting  a tribal  business. 

Other  seminar  panel  members  are  Phillip  Martin,  chief,  Mississippi  Band 
of  Choctaw;  Marge  Anderson,  chairperson,  Mille  Lacs  Indian  Tribe;  and 
lames  Klas,  senior  vice  president,  Marquette  Advisors. 

The  World  Gaming  Congress  & Expo  is  the  world's  largest  trade  show  and 
conference  for  the  gaming  industry.  Last  year,  the  Congress  & Expo  played 
host  to  more  than  20,000  attendees  from  over  80  counties. 

The  Nation  owns  and  operates  Turning  Stone  Casino,  New  York  State's  only 
casino,  and  has  used  revenues  from  that  enterprise  to  pursue  several  other 
traditional  business  ventures.  These  include  Oneida  Textile  Printing,  a 
textile  screen  printing  plant;  The  Villages  at  Turning  Stone  RV  Park; 
agriculture;  gasoline  stations;  retail  shops;  Internet  consulting 
services;  and  a 286-room  hotel  and  27-hole  golf  complex.  All  business 
enterprises  are  used  to  fuel  economic  self-sufficiency  and  rebuild  the 
Oneida  Nation. 

Visit  the  Nation's  Home  Page  at  http://one-web.org/oneida/ 

For  more  information  contact  Ken  Zeszutko,  media  coordinator, 

Oneida  Nation  Communications  Department,  (315)  361-7896  or  send  email  to 
umstead@oneida- nation . org. 

"RE : stories  are  Our  Life"  

Date:  Thu,  03  Oct  96  12:58:24  EST 

From:  "Glen  WELKER"  <gwelker@mail . lmi . org> 

Sub j : "Stories  were  our  life  and  they  still  are."  (fyi  - Glenn) 

UUCP  email 
Dear  Friends, 

I just  finished  creating  a new  home  page  for  Larry  Hill  and  thought  you  would 
find  meaning  in  what  he  has  to  say.  It  is  at: 
http: //www. indians . org/welker/walkback. htm 


Walking  Back  the  Cat 

William  Safire  in  Sleeper  Spy  defines  'walking  back  the  cat'  as  using 
what  we  know  from  the  point  of  discovery  to  reveal  who  knew  what  prior  to 
the  point  of  discovery. 

Let's  walk  back  the  cat,  to  a time  when  life  was  simpler,  the  forest 
pristine,  the  water  clear,  talking  leaves  yet  to  come  and  you-know-who, 
far  away  across  the  sea.  Indians  didn't  exist  then;  Haudenausonee  did, 
Anishnabe  did,  Tubatulabel  did,  Ani  Yunwiya  did.  Hundreds  of  our  nations 


lived,  worked  and  played  across  the  continent. 

Our  stories  were  us,  what  we  knew,  where  we  came  from  and  where  we  were 
going.  They  were  told  to  remind  of  us  of  our  responsibility,  to  instruct, 
and  to  entertain.  There  were  stories  of  the  Creation,  our  travels,  our 
laws.  There  were  legends  of  hard-fought  battles,  funny  anecdotes  - some 
from  the  smokehouse,  some  from  the  trickster  - and  there  were  scary 
stories  to  remind  us  of  danger,  spiritual  and  otherwise.  Stories  were  our 
life  and  they  still  are. 

Then  came  the  Indian.  Whether  it  was  Columbus's  utterance  In  Dios, 
implying  native  people  were  a people  in  God,  or  his  supposed  destination, 
the  Indies,  that  caused  him  to  call  Natives  Indians,  is  now  unimportant. 
Whatever  it  was,  from  that  point  on,  our  individual  Native  nations,  our 
celebrated  differences,  ceased  to  matter.  We  were  all,  all  Native  peoples 
of  the  hemisphere,  called  Indians. 

Our  long-told  stories  were  declared  relics  by  missionaries  and 
adventurers,  and  were  eventually  replaced  by  Indian  stories.  They  filled 
the  non-Native  readers  with  a sense  of  adventure  and  a longing  to  come  see 
for  themselves.  And  come  they  did.  Native  people  became  spies  in  the 
imaginary  landscape  of  the  Indian.  Chief  Broom,  in  "One  Flew  Over  the 
Cuckoo's  Nest",  summed  up  more  than  two  centuries  of  Indian  stories  with 
his  insistence  that,  "it's  the  truth,  even  if  it  didn't  happen." 

In  their  Indian  stories,  Rousseau  and  the  Romantics  depicted  Indians  as 
Noble  Savages,  closer  to  Nature  and  somehow  more  pure.  But  the  Noble 
Indian  alternative  lifestyle  depicted  in  their  romances  couldn't  prevail 
without  undermining  the  Christian  European  society  from  which  Rosseau  and 
the  Romantics  were  escaping.  If  Natives  were  so  noble,  then  they  couldn't 
justify  stealing  land,  killing,  or  converting  them.  This  created  the  Good 
Indian  and  the  Bad  Indian,  both  of  whom  populated  the  frontier  wherever  it 
was  for  whatever  purpose  the  writer  desired.  As  recently  as  Michael 
Blake's  Dances  With  Wolves,  we  read  that  the  Lakota  were  good  Indians, 
embodying  the  good  in  all  people,  including  Dunbar;  while  the  Pawnee  were 
evil,  killing  with  "psychotic  precision." 

In  Canada,  there  were  no  Indian  wars,  no  bad  Indians,  just  victims  of 
expansion  and  greed.  A.  M.  Klein's  lines  from  "Indian  Reservation: 
Caughnawaga"  where  'Indians  dance  for  bribes  and  with  bedraggled  feathers 
welcome  a white  mayor  to  the  tribe',  epitomize  the  Indian  as  victim. 

The  literature  of  dominance  produced  the  stereotypes: 

Noble  savages,  bad  Indians,  and  victims. 

They  are  constructs,  red  silhouettes  dancing  on  a white  page,  designed  to 
illustrate  the  author's  moral  tale.  It  is  the  hollow-eyed  context  of 
dominance  --  the  Indian  forever  losing  to  the  cowboys,  selling  their  land  for 
whisky,  killing  with  psychotic  precision  --  that  reduces  and  defines  Indian 
literature  in  the  stories  of  Hiawatha,  Chingcachook,  Kicking  Bird,  Pocahontas 
and  others. 

Tom  King  developed  a bush-wise  Native  narrator  in  his  "One  Good  Story,  That 
One."  The  narrator  subverts  the  Christian  Genesis  story  for  three 
white  anthropologists  demanding  a good  Indian  story.  By  the  end  of  the  story, 
god  is  seen  as  selfish  and  uncaring.  Eve  is  strong,  and  Adam  is  stupid 
and  whining.  The  narrator  has  moved  from  victim  to  victor.  It  is  a humorous 
reversal  of  expectations,  and  the  pay-  off  is  a story  of  survival,  which 
brings  us  to  walking  back  the  cat. 

There  are  two  worlds: 

The  New  World  with  its  Indian  stories,  and  the  Native  world  alive  with  our 
stories . 

The  new  world  is: 

Empty  materialism,  full  of  decay,  fear,  alcohol,  longing,  death  and  a 
remote  uncaring  God. 

The  waters  are  brown,  the  forests  gone,  life  is  hard  and  the  dream  of 
peaceful  homogeneity  has  become  a nightmare. 

In  contrast,  we  see  the  Native  world,  our  world,  filled  with  laughter, 
family,  love,  life,  and  the  Creator.  We  celebrate  our  differences  and  find 
beauty  within;  but  it  hasn't  always  been  so.  We  were  temporarily  lost  in 


the  untamed  land  of  the  imaginary  Indian.  We  were  Native  peoples  playing 
an  Indian  roll,  seeking  recognition  and  respect  defined  by  non-Native 
expectations.  We  wanted  to  be  Indians  in  the  New  World. 

Over  time,  we  saw  that  Indian  stories  weren't  our  stories,  they  weren't 
even  about  us,  they  were  about  non-Native  writers  and  their  worlds.  We 
threw  away  our  beer  bottles  and  Redskins  hats,  reclaimed  our  history,  our 
stories,  our  identities  and  entered  the  Post-Indian  world.  In  the  process, 
we  confirmed  who  we  are,  where  we've  been  and  where  we  are  going. 

Beth  Brant,  a Bay  of  Quinte  Mohawk  writer,  dips  into  the  Indian- 
landscape's  colors  and  creates  a complex  tapestry,  taking  readers  to 
unexpected  vistas  using  the  well-defined  Indian  story  expectations  against 
the  reader.  She  tells  Anna  May's  story  of  survival  in  Swimming  Upstream. 
Anna  May's  son  has  drowned  and  she  is  speeding  to  one  last  rendezvous  with 
the  bottle  and  then  who  knows  what.  But  we  know  what. 

We  know  death  --  a drunken  death,  warm  and  tingling--is  her  final  method 
for  coping. 

She  stops  by  a waterfall  and  watches  the  salmon  climb,  one  cascade  at  a 
time.  She  sees  her  son  as  a salmon  and  chants  his  name,  "Simon,  Simon," 
willing  a wounded  fish  over  the  last  hurdle.  She  has  found  her  spiritual 
center  and  the  Post-Indian  world  of  survival.  Spiritual  health  is  the 
greatest  concern  of  Post-Indian  writers.  It  is  a manifestation  of  the 
Post-Indian  world.  Characters  are  born  into  the  Indian  landscape  and 
survive  it,  but  not  without  great  pain.  There  are  no  Castenada  peyote- 
dreams,  no  walk-on  shamans  to  dull  the  torment.  There  is  no  forgiving 
Creator  to  pass  sin  onto,  just  ourselves  working  on  ourselves.  It  is  that 
work,  which  is  at  the  core  of  Post-Indian  literature.  It  is  that  work, 
which  transforms  multi-generational  anger  into  a commitment  to  the  people. 
It  is  that  work,  which  allows  us  to  reclaim  our  stories  and  our  lives. 

The  Post-Indian  world  is  a different  world  than  the  one  taken  from  us 
five  hundred  years  ago,  but  it  is  our  world  and  in  it  we  are  free. 

"RE : Charwood- Litzau  Responds  to  Article"  

Date:  Thu,  3 Oct  1996  19:37:47  -0500 

From:  feather  eaglerock  <eaglerok@northernnet . com> 

Sub j : Charwood-Litzau  responds  to  Associated  Press  article 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml.spcs.umn.edu> 

NEWS  RELEASE  FROM  NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH 
AND  RESOURCE  CENTER 

Following  is  the  response  by  Muriel  Charwood-Litzau,  Anishinaabe  Ojibwe,  to 
inaccuracies  in  the  Associated  Press  article  about  the  Minnesota  Law  to 
eliminate  the  word  "squaw"  from  all  geographic  locations. 

In  response  to  he  article  "Squaw-ble,"  that  appeared  in  the  September  27, 
1996  edition  of  the  Native  American  Press.  I would  like  to  make 
correction  to  the  inaccuracies. 

The  campaign  to  ban  the  use  of  "S"  began  in  1994  by  two  teenage  girls  in 
Cass  Lake-Bena  High  School  Indian  Studies  class.  (The  article  states  that 
I started  the  campaign  and  enlisted  the  help  of  my  daughter  and  other 
student.)  These  two  girls  had  the  initiative,  courage  and  integrity  to 
stand  in  front  of  sub  committees  of  the  [Minnesota]  House  of 
Representatives  and  Senate  and  the  Full  House  of  Representatives  and  Full 
Senate  to  express  their  feelings  about  the  use  of  the  derogatory  word. 

In  the  article,  there  were  reports  that  the  campaign  was  stupid  according 
to  some  non-Indian  people.  However,  the  lawmakers  were  all  non-Indian  and 
the  two  girls  have  received  numerous  letters  of  support  from  non-Indian 
people.  It  would  be  naive  to  believe  that  we  would  not  have  opposition 
from  people  whose  prejudices  are  ingrained  and  rooted  deep  in  the  being 
against  Native  American  Indian  people. 

The  article  states  that  the  interpretation  of  the  word  "Squaw"  is  my 
definition.  The  article  from  Saxon  Gouge  St.  Germaine  which  states;  "All 
my  life  I have  known  that  the  word  "squaw"  somehow  had  a negative 


connotation  and  that  white  men  who  married  Indian  women  were  referred  to  as 
"Squaw  men"  and  was  not  used  in  a complimentary  way."  In  the  book. 

Literature  of  the  American  Indian,  by  Sanders  and  Peek,  page  184,  paragraph 
3,  the  following  statement  reads,  "The  curious  concept  of  "squaw,"  the 
enslaved,  demeaned,  voiceless,  child  bearer,  existed  only  in  the  mind  of 
the  non-Native  American  and  is  probably  a French  corruption  of  the  Iroquois 
word  otiska  meaning  female  sexual  parts,  a word  almost  clinical  both 
denotatively  and  connotatively . Another  person,  former  Mohawk  chief,  Tom 
Porter  explained  the  meaning  of  the  word  and  it  was  the  same  meaning  as 
described  as  Sanders  and  Peek.  According  to  the  revised  and  expanded 
edition  of  "The  Thesaurus  of  Slang"  by  Ester  and  Albert  E.  Lewis,  p.  311, 
the  word  squaw  is  used  as  a synonym  for  prostitute 

In  the  [Associated  Press]  article,  Ives  Goddard,  a curator  with  the 
Smithsonian  Institute  disputed  the  fact  that  the  term  is  offensive.  He 
states  that  there  is  a similar  word  in  the  Mohawk  language  which  is  very 
offensive  but  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  word  squaw.  However,  I spoke  with 
Tom  Porter,  who  states  that  in  the  Mohawk  language  there  is  a word  for  a 
female  reproductive  organ,  and  that  word  is  ge-squaw  and  to  call  a Mohawk 
woman  a squaw  would  be  very  offensive.  As  a Mohawk  male  and  an  elder  he  is 
very  supportive  of  the  ban  on  the  use  of  the  "s"  word. 

There  have  been  several  theories  of  where  the  word  comes  from,  but 
regardless  of  its  origin,  the  term  has  taken  the  meaning  of  enslaved, 
voiceless,  fat,  ugly,  and  is  demeaning  to  the  Native  American  Indian  woman. 
Women  in  our  culture  are  highly  regarded  and  respected,  and  the  continued 
use  of  the  term  dishonors  our  traditions  and  our  culture. 

Minnesota  has  a history  of  being  the  first  in  educational  matters  and  now 
Minnesota  is  the  first  state  to  have  a law  to  change  the  offensive  names  of 
geographic  features  to  a name  that  is  not  offensive. 

I stand  with  my  daughter  Dawn  Litzau,  and  Angelene  Losh,  as  well  as  our 
Name  Change  Committee,  a committee  made  up  of  students  who  are  educated  and 
will  to  speak  out  against  the  derogatory  term.  The  students  and  I know 
when  the  term  is  used  to  describe  a Native  American  Indian  woman  it  is 
meant  to  be  a hurtful,  pejorative  word.  The  campaign  of  the  students  is 
not  taken  lightly,  as  a whim  or  sudden  enlightenment  of  the  word.  We  have 
known  for  years  the  demeaning  usage  of  the  "s"  word. 

Our  campaign  to  educate  and  to  create  an  awareness  has  spread  throughout 
the  native  and  words  of  encouragement  are  support  are  greatly  appreciated, 
the  bravery  of  the  students  to  speak  out  against  injustices  is  commendable 
and  I will  continue  to  support  them  in  any  way  I can. 

Muriel  Charwood-Litzau 

Rte . 3,  Box  699 

Cass  Lake,  Minnesota  56633 

NOTE:  Even  after  the  graduation  from  high  school  of  Dawn  Litzau  and 
Angelene  Losh,  the  Name  Change  Committee  at  Cass  Lake-Bena  High  School  (a 
public  school  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Leech  Lake  Reservation)  has 
continued  to  address  stereotype  issues  and  local  racism.  Last  year  student 
members  of  the  committee  held  at  panel  discussion  with  the  student  body  of 
the  Pequot  Lakes  High  School  in  northern  Minnesota  where  they  discussed 
their  feelings  about  stereotypes  of  Native  Americans.  As  a result  of  that 
effort  the  Pequot  Lakes  Student  Body  voted  to  change  their  Indian  mascot. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : Melting  Pots  and  Salads"  

Date:  Mon,  7 Oct  1996  20:28:36  -0600 

From:  sgmail@trail.com  (Linden  Gilbert  & Victoria  Stoll) 

Sub j : melting  pots  and  salads 


Mailing  List: 


NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 


Historically,  Native  cultures  have  been  (generally  speaking)  extremely 
adaptable,  not  defining  "traditional"  in  an  inflexible  or  xenophobic  way. 

It  has  often  happened  that  one  tribal  group  would  adopt  an  element  of 
another  tribal  group,  from  design  elements  all  the  way  up  to  major 
religious  and  ceremonial  elements.  Historical  examples  include  the  Ghost 
Dance  and  more  recently,  the  proliferation  of  the  Sun  Dance.  Sweat  lodges 
were  pretty  common  in  the  majority  of  tribes  of  North  American,  but  they 
did  not  all  have  the  same  ceremonial  or  religious  status  . . . for  the 
Cherokee,  for  example,  the  sweat  was  a factor  in  personal  physical 
cleanliness  and  healing,  but  the  religious  ceremonies  centered  around 
baptism.  It  has  become  common  to  identify  the  sweat  with  the  Lakota 
ceremony,  thanks  mostly  to  nuagers  and  a few  "populizers"  like  Ed  McGaa  and 
Wallace  Black  Elk.  But  I know  Cherokee  who  now  use  the  sweat  in  the  manner 
of  the  Lakota,  and  do  not  participate  in  baptism  commonly.  The  "melting 
pot"  or  "salad  bowl"  concept,  it  seems  to  me,  hides  at  its  root  a concept 
of  traditional  culture  as  inflexible,  dogmatic  and  highly  resistant  to 
change  and  outside  influence,  which  was  mostly  not  the  case  with  Native 
cultures,  and  is  not  now.  So  we  see  good  potential  in  technologies  like 
computers,  and  adapt  them  easily  into  traditional  cultures  . . . but  TV  is 
more  problematic.  One  fits  fairly  comfortably,  the  other  is  both  invasive 
in  a "colonial"  sense.  If  you  study  the  history  of  the  tribes,  you  will 
find  many  examples  of  change  and  innovation,  sometimes  from  within, 
sometimes  from  outside.  This  is,  I believe,  true  of  most  indigenous, 
tribal  cultures  world-wide,  and  explains  their  resilience  and  survival, 
much  to  the  chagrin  and  confusion  of  those  with  the  19th  century  mind  set  of 
"manifest  destiny"  . . . which,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  recent  posts  regarding 
Sharon,  still  can  be  found  even  among  presumably  "educated"  people.  There 
is  nothing  inherently  superior  in  Western  technological  culture 
(EuroAmerican)  ...  it  is  merely  extremely  seductive.  And  the  root  of  that 
seduction  is  the  myth  of  "individual  freedom"  and  personal  wealth.  But  it 
is  freedom  without  context  or  substance  and  that  is  no  freedom  at  all,  but 
a kind  of  soulless  slavery,  and  the  wealth  of  material  goods  and  sensory 
distractions  is  not  wealth  at  all  but  a profound  poverty,  the  result  of 
which  we  see  on  the  news  every  day.  There  is  a persistent,  "Romantic" 
tendency  on  the  part  of  members  of  Western,  EuroAmerican  culture  to 
personify  indigenous  cultures  as  static,  rigid,  destroyed  by  change  and 
adaptation  ...  and  that  simply  isn't  how  it  is,  or  how  it  ever  was.  It 
goes  a bit  deeper  than  stereotyping,  which  I see  as  a symptom,  not  a 
separate  phenomenon.  It  is  part  of  the  mind  set  or  worldview  which  allows 
genocide,  which  allows  the  plundering  of  the  earth's  resources,  which 
allows  the  denial  of  the  natural  in  favor  of  the  artificial,  and  which 
holds  the  self  as  the  ultimate  arbiter,  the  ultimate  good,  and  the  only 
relevant  consideration.  What  is  "Indian"  for  the  purposes  of  all  these 
discussions,  then?  I'd  say,  "Indian"  is  what  other  Indians  say  is  Indian 
...  whether  they  agree  with  each  other  or  not.  IT  isn't  what 
anthropologists,  historians,  novelists,  philosophers,  or  nuage  "gurus"  say 
is  Indian  (or  the  schools  of  thought  or  academic  pursuits  surrounding 
those).  And  there  will  never  be  a single  answer  or  definition,  and  all  the 
answers  and  definitions  that  might  appear  will  be  transient  and  subject  to 
change.  Neither  the  "salad  bowl"  nor  the  "melting  pot"  is,  in  reality,  a 
relevant  metaphor. 

This  is,  of  course,  just  my  opinion. 

Linden 


"RE : Humor?"  

Date:  Tue,  8 Oct  1996  09:34:52  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Nicky  Michael  <nicky@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : Humor? 

UUCP  email 

Unfortunately,  this  entire  scenario  is  all  too  familiar  to  me.  As  an 
undergrad  at  Stanford  in  American  Studies,  one  professor  began  his 
lecture  on  Indians  with  an  extremely  offensive  joke  about  the  Iroquois, 


"There  are  three  ways  that  one  can  become  Iroquois:  You  can  be  born  into 
the  nation;  You  can  be  adopted;  Or  you  can  be  consumed  (eaten)."  He 
then  proceeds  to  explain  that  native  populations  were  decimated  by 
diseases  ****esEFORE*****  Europeans  arrived.  Moreover,  in  all  of  his  other 
lectures,  he  would  lecture  about  demographics.  He  never  explained  any 
demographics  about  Indian  people.  He  told  the  class  that  he  wanted  to 
write  a book  about  Indians.  HA! 

I explained  to  him  in  a private  meeting  how  offensive  his  lecture  was. 

I thought  I might  attempt  to  explain  how  he  could  approach  this  subject 
from  a more  accurate  standpoint--ie.  the  Iroquois  confederacy, 
agriculture  and  hunting,  living  accommodations,  etc.  He  refuted  any 
belief  that  Indian  people  had  any  form  of  democracy  and  basically  said 
that  his  intention  was  not  to  offend  me,  refusing  to  consider  the 
academic  standpoint  I was  attempting  to  point  out.  He  thought  I was 
coming  from  an  emotional  standpoint,  of  which  I was.  The  ironic  thing  was, 
I did  not  tell  him  that  I am  Indian  (I  have  green  eyes  and  blond  hair).  I 
did  not  even  think  it  mattered  at  that  point  because,  Indian  or  not,  I 
was  there  as  a human  being  who  was  offended.  Basically,  he  blew  me  off. 

Hence,  I am  not  a grad  student  in  History  at  Stanford. 

However,  I have  encountered  all  too  many  of  his  attitudes  at  OSU  in  the 
grad  school.  There  are  professors  willing  to  support  Indian  perspectives. 

But  the  numerous  encounters  with  other  grad  students  and  professors  that 
are  not  willing  make  it  very,  very  difficult,  sometimes,  it  would  seem 
almost  impossible!!!  I even  attempted  to  TA  history  classes.  But  could 
not  stand  to  do  it  more  than  a semester  because  the  attitude  of  students 
who  were  taught  by  these  professors  and  high  school  teachers,  was 
extremely  trying. 

My  answer.  Remove  myself  from  these  situations  so  that  I can  focus  on 
my  degree.  I would  spend  way  too  much  time  trying  to  teach  other  people, 
and  getting  more  discouraged  and  offended.  My  work,  my  social  life,  etc., 
all  *tend*  to  be  with  other  Indian  people  (not  to  say  I don't  have  non- 
Indian  interactions  and  friends).  This  is  working  for  me.  Perhaps  when 
I attain  my  degree  then  I will  have  the  tools  to  combat  the  problem  in 
more  level  playing  field. 

I just  wonder  how  much  Indian  people  bare  the  "responsibility"  for 
teaching  non-Indians  and  even  some  Indians.  We  are  just  students  trying 
to  get  "educated"--same  as  everyone  else.  I also  would  do  not  like  a 
self-righteous  attitude.  I enjoy  sharing  parts  of  me  that  are  important 
with  others--such  as  explaining  a lulu  to  my  history  class.  BUT,  when  I 
share  and  when  I don't  is  personal  choice  and  knowing  what  is  and  what  is 
not  appropriate.  Personally,  I would  rather  teach  and  support  Indian 
students  because  I think  we  need  to  support  them  more  than  "teach"  the 
rest  of  the  world  about  who  we  are.  Yet,  this  is  a catch  22,  because  I 
know  we  need  to  let  non-Indians  know  so  that  the  myths  and  prejudices 
will  cease  being  perpetuated,  as  well  as  illustrate  what  appreciation  we 
hold  for  our  heritages.  Obviously,  a larger  issue  than  this  paragraph. 

I am  just  wondering  what  other  people  out  there  think. 

wanishi 

Nicky 


"RE : Course  on  Traditional  Cultures"  

Date:  5:00  AM  Oct  4,  1996 

From:  schumcoll@gn.apc.org  (Kath  Dalmeny) 

Sub j : Course  on  Traditional  Cultures 

Newsgroup:  igc . list . indknow 

Course  announcement  for  a two-week  residential  course: 

TITLE:  Traditional  Cultures  and  the  Environment 
TEACHERS:  Winona  LaDuke  and  John  Mohawk 
DATES:  December  1-14,  1996 


VENUE:  Schumacher  College,  an  international  centre  for  ecological  studies 


COURSE  FEE:  700  pounds  sterling,  which  covers  tuition,  residential 
accommodation,  food  and  field  trips.  Please  note:  Schumacher  College  is  a 
registered  charity  and  a not-for-profit  organisation.  A limited  number  of 
bursaries  are  available  to  cover  all  or  part  of  course  fees  for  those  who 
might  not  otherwise  be  able  to  attend.  Please  ask  for  further  details. 

COURSE  DESCRIPTION:  Cultural  and  biological  diversity  are  being  reduced  by 
the  spread  of  Western  values  and  lifestyles.  During  this  course,  two  leading 
American  Indian  activists  will  explore  the  diversity  of  traditional  American 
Indian  cultures  and  discuss  what  they  have  to  teach  us  about  our 
relationship  to  the  earth. 

Winona  LaDuke  will  discuss  indigenous  economies  from  both  historical  and 
contemporary  perspectives. The  Economics  of  the  Good  Life  (Minobimaatisiiwin) 
is  the  foundation  for  the  holistic  concept  of  economy  in  the  American  Indian 
tradition.  She  will  also  describe  projects  underway  in  indigenous 
communities  in  the  USA  which  are  helping  to  restore  native  values  and  ways 
of  life,  Dohn  Mohawk  will  examine  Native  American  resistance  to 
industrialisation,  colonisation  and  so-called  "economic  development".  He 
will  also  consider  the  relevance  and  importance  of  traditional  cultures  to 
our  time  and  explain  why  a new  consciousness  is  needed  if  we  are  to  create 
a sustainable  relationship  between  people  and  the  environment. 

MORE  ABOUT  THE  TEACHERS:  Winona  LaDuke  is  an  environmentalist  and  indigenous 
rights  activist.  She  is  Campaign  Director  of  the  White  Earth  Land  Recovery 
Project  and  writes  and  lectures  extensively  on  national  environmental  issues 
in  the  U.S. 

Dohn  Mohawk,  a Seneca  Indian  and  assistant  professor  of  American  Studies  at 
the  State  University  of  New  York,  is  the  principal  author  of  A Basic  Call  to 
Consciousness  and  editor  of  Daybreak  magazine. 

MORE  ABOUT  SCHUMACHER  COLLEGE:  Schumacher  College  is  an  international  centre 
for  ecological  studies  which  aims  to  explore  the  foundations  of  a more 
sustainable  world  view.  One-  to  five-week  courses  are  run  throughout  the 
year  on:  ecological  economics  and  development  issues;  the  links  between 
philosophy,  psychology  and  ecology;  and  the  new  understandings  emerging  from 
recent  scientific  discoveries.  For  further  details  of  this  and  other 
courses,  please  contact:  Hilary  Nicholson  (Administrator) , Schumacher 
College,  The  Old  Postern,  Dartington,  Totnes,  Devon  TQ9  6EA,  UK.  Tel:  01803 
865934  Fax:  01803  866899  Email:  schumcoll@gn.apc.org 

Kath  Dalmeny  (schumcoll@gn.apc.org) 

"RE : Dob  in  Seattle"  

Date:  Mon,  7 Oct  1996  08:46:53  -0700 
From:  berryj@Okway.Okstate. edu  (Dohn  Berry) 

Sub j : (FWD)Dob  in  Seattle  (working  with  EPA) 

Forward  Header  

Subject:  Dob  in  Seattle  (working  with  EPA) 

Author:  ALAN  MOOMAW  <MOOMAW. ALAN@epamail . epa . gov>  at  SMTP 
Date:  10/3/96  7:34  PM 

NATIONAL  ASIAN  PACIFIC  CENTER  ON  AGING 
SENIOR  ENVIRONMENTAL  EMPLOYMENT  PROGRAM 
OPEN  POSITION 

ASSIGNMENT  TITLE:  Technical  specialist  for  Sediment  Management 

EPA,  Aquatic  Resources  Unit 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION:  The  incumbent  will  support  the  Sediment 

Management  Program  by  providing  technical  expertise  for  the  program. 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

MUST  BE  AT  LEAST  55  YEARS  OF  AGE  (PL  98  - 313) 

Bachelor's  Degree  in  environmental  sciences  in  one  or  more  of 
the  following  disciplines:  oceanography,  biology,  botany,  geology, 
hydrology,  or  related  field. 


Environmental  field  experience  with  ability  to  use  field  equipment 
Familiarity  with  design  of  environmental  field  investigations; 
methods  of  collecting  and  interpreting  scientific  data;  principles  of 
ecology  and  scientific  inquiry. 

Computer  word  processing  skills. 

Strong  communication  and  organizational  skills. 

Able  to  travel  overnight  1-2  days  per  month. 

ASSIGNMENT  RESPONSIBILITIES 

Prepare  and  process  site  designation  environmental  documents. 
Conduct  technical  review  of  public/private  proposals  involving 
sediment  manipulation. 

Input  data  and  study  results  into  database. 

Participate  in  interagency/public  meetings  with  EPA  staff. 

Conduct  technical  review  or  proposed  habitat  creation, 
restoration,  and  enhancement. 

SALARY:  $10.50  per  hour  + benefits  30-40  hour 

per  week 

TO  APPLY:  Send  resume  and  cover  letter  specifying  position  title  by 

October  18,  1996  to: 

NAPCA 

1511  Third  Avenue,  Suite  914 

Seattle,  WA  98101-1626  or  FAX:  (206)  624-1023 

"RE : Call  to  be  in  Mexico"  

Date:  Wed,  2 Oct  1996  22:09:15  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  moonlight@igc.apc.org 

Sub j : Urgent  call  to  be  in  Mexico! 

UUCP  email 

The  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico  office  in  El  Paso  del 
Norte,  Tejas  puts  out  a call  to  all  those  companeras  and  companeros  who 
can  make  it  to  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  Chiapas  and/or  Mexico  City  as 
the  Zapatista  delegation  travels  to  Mexico  City  for  the  First  Indigenous 
Congress  to  do  so,  on  4 October  1996  (SCLC),  and  7 October  1996  (Mexico 
City) . 

The  Zapatista  delegation  will  be  leaving  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas, 
Chiapas  for  Mexico  City  on  4 October  1996,  for  the  First  Indigenous 
Congress  on  8-12  October  1996.  It  is  crucial  that  all  people  of  good  will 
and  solidarity  give  support  to  the  Zapatistas  as  they  go  to  Mexico  City 
to  participate  in  this  dialogue  and  help  to  open  up  the  dialogue  process 
to  achieve  democracy,  liberty  and  justice. 

Democracy  through  Peace,  Not  War! 

Those  of  you  who  can,  please  try  to  be  in  San  Cristobal  on  4 October 
1996,  which  is  this  Friday  and/or  Mexico  City  on  the  7 October  1996,  which 
is  this  coming  Monday. 

Thank  you  all  for  your  support,  work  y adelante!! 

— "RE:  Flappy  1842  Treaty  Anniversary"  - 

Date:  Thu,  3 Oct  1996  11:42:19  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Carol  Edgerton"  <cedgerton@mail . soemadison .wise . edu> 

Sub  j : Flappy  1842  Treaty  Anniversary  -Forwarded 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

I am  forwarding  this  article  to  triballaw  because  I think  it  might  be  of 
interest  to  some  of  the  readers. 

Date:  10/03/1996  08:58  am  (Thursday) 

Subject:  Happy  1842  Treaty  Anniversary 
Media  Special:  October  3,  1996 
by  Walt  Bresette  - 715/779-5071 


Governor  Thompson  to  Visit  Ashland  on  Chippewa  Treaty  Anniversary 


On  October  4,  1842  the  Lake  Superior  Chippewa  ceded  to  the 
United  States  large  portions  of  our  homeland,  including  northern 
Wisconsin  and  the  western  portion  of  Michigan's  upper  peninsula 
including  areas  surrounding  the  White  Pine  mine. 

The  1842  Treaty,  like  other  cession  treaties,  reserved  from  sale 
the  right  to  hunt,  fish  and  gather.  The  United  States  (and  subunits) 
agreed  to  the  terms  of  the  sale  and  in  subsequent  deals,  laws,  executive 
orders  and  court  decisions  also  became  "trustees"  on  behalf  of  the  Lake 
Superior  Chippewa's  remaining  interests  in  this  ceded  territory. 

However,  when  these  territorial  interests  were  annexed  to  the 
Union  they  forgot  about  these  deals.  Here  in  Wisconsin,  following  nearly 
a century  of  ecological  devastation,  the  new  state  formed  what 
eventually  would  become  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources.  Since  the 
turn  of  the  century  until  January  1983  the  state  was  engaged  in  illegal 
arrest  and  seizure  of  Lake  Superior  Chippewa  hunters,  fishers  and 
gatherers . 

But,  that  world  changed  when  the  7th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
found  Wisconsin  guilty  of  these  illegal  acts  and  enjoined  them  from 
further  illegalities.  This  ruling,  popularly  known  as  the  "Voigt 
Decision"  (named  after  Lester  P.  Voigt,  WDNR  Secretary)  should  have  put 
to  rest  any  ambiguity  over  our  ceded  territory  treaty  rights. 

However,  Thompson,  his  top  aide  James  Klauser  (a  former  EXXON 
lobbyist)  and  George  Meyer,  the  new  DNR  Secretary  continue  to  ignore 
this  ruling.  After  years  of  bitter  violence  on  the  boatlandings  the 
state  was  forced  to  accept  the  law.  But  like  de  facto  segregation 
continued  long  after  the  civil  rights  laws  were  in  effect,  de  facto 
abrogation  of  treaty  rights  continues  - particularly  regarding  the 
threat  to  ceded  territory  by  mining  interests. 

Governor  Thompson  and  his  Great  Lakes  governor  buddies  such  as 
Michigan's  Engler  have  ignored  and  thus  usurped  these  legitimate 
property  interests  of  the  Chippewa.  But,  in  the  process  they  have  also 
put  the  region  and  it's  people  in  harms  way,  with  the  proposed  massive 
metallic  sulfide  mine  at  the  headwaters  of  the  Wolf  River  near  the  Mole 
Lake  Chippewa  reservation  and  now  in  supporting  the  White  Pine  mine  on 
Lake  Superior. 

And,  the  trustees  - the  United  States  have  rolled  over  to  this 
pressure.  Either  the  federal  courts  are  correct  and  the  Lake  Superior 
Chippewa  have  legitimate  property  interests  in  ceded  territory  or  we 
don't.  If  we  do,  then  the  White  Pine  acid  mine,  its  former  and  future 
smelting  operations  and  the  unreclaimed  tailings  pond  from  conventional 
mining  has  and  is  damaging  those  rights,  without  our  interests  being 
protected . 

The  EPA,  in  ignoring  this  trust  responsibility,  is  violating  the 
constitutionally  defined  and  protected  rights  of  the  Lake  Superior 
Chippewa.  Either  they  don't  understand  their  role  and  should  step  aside 
for  someone  who  does,  or  they  are  deliberating  engaged  in  de  facto 
abrogation  of  treaty  rights.  If  this  were  a school  district  violating  a 
desegregation  order  federal  troops  would  have  been  sent  in  long  ago  - to 
protect  the  Chippewa. 

But  now,  us  Chippewa  find  ourselves  in  the  most  peculiar  of 
circumstances.  After  a century  of  lost  suppers,  jailed  uncles  and 
grandfathers  and  with  a promise  by  the  federal  courts  that  things  will 
change,  things  have  actually  gotten  worse.  Instead  of  preventing  the 
catching  of  fish  and  arresting  individual  tribal  members  they  are 
participating  in  the  wholesale  threat  to  entire  fisheries,  rivers  and 
entire  regions  of  habitat. 

Yes,  we  can  spear  a fish  but  if  our  sister  eats  it  and  wants  to 
get  pregnant  or  breast  feed  she  will  poison  her  body  or  her  unborn 
child.  Enough  is  enough.  In  relying  on  the  federal  courts  decision  both 
White  Pine  and  Exxon's  mining  activity  are  treaty  violations.  And,  until 
recognized  by  the  states,  all  other  such  massive  resource  extraction  is 
likewise  a treaty  violation.  Either  our  tribal  governments  must  lead  in 
defense  against  these  violations  or,  like  last  summer  at  Stern's 
Crossing,  those  who  understand  will. 

On  this  anniversary  of  promises  between  the  Lake  Superior 


Chippewa  and  the  United  States  it  is  unconscionable  that  Governor 
Thompson,  who  openly  carries  dirty  water  for  the  mining  interests,  be 
treated  in  anyway  other  than  the  threat  he  is  to  our  rights  and  region. 

Like  Wisconsin  Central  he  should  be  run  out  of  town  until  he  understands 
the  law  and  the  people. 

And,  until  the  EPA  understands  its  responsibility  under  the  law, 
the  tribal  governments  should  declare  the  mine  illegal,  the  mining  cargo 
illegal  throughout  ceded  territory,  and  assemble  whatever  is  necessary 
to  defend  out  rights.  On  October  8,  the  Roseua  River  Chippewa  Tribal 
Government  in  Canada  have  announced  a "Blockade  for  Treaty  Rights".  When, 

I wonder  will  our  governments  do  likewise. 

When  Rosa  Parks  said  NO,  that  her  feet  was  tired  and  that  she 
wasn't  going  to  go  to  the  back  of  the  bus,  she  didn't  need  an  okay  from 
Dr.  King,  NAACP,  SNCC,  the  Governor  or  the  President  - she  had  a 
constitutional  right.  Had  Dr.  King  said,  "Rosa,  they're  going  to  give  us 
a million  dollars  if  you  just  go  back  two  seats,"  I know  what  Rose  would 
have  said:  "Martin,  this  is  your  stop  - it's  time  for  you  to  get  off." 

Lake  Superior  Chippewa  members,  the  beneficiaries  of  promises 
legally  bound  in  treaties  have  a right  to  defend  their  interests.  Until 
our  rights  are  recognized  we  have  a duty  to  say  NO.  When  Dick  Gurnoe  was 
arrested  for  fishing  in  Buffalo  Bay  and  eventually  acquitted  by  the 
State  Supreme  Court,  he  said  NO.  When  the  Tribble  Brothers  were  cited 
for  violating  state  game  laws  and  eventually  acquitted  by  the  U.S. 

Supreme  Court,  they  said  NO.  (That  case,  by  the  way,  was  heard  on 
October  3,  1983  - the  state  was  denied  cert. 

And,  as  one  Lake  Superior  Chippewa,  I say  NO.  Either  the 
treaties  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  affirmed  by  the  federal 
courts,  or  they  are  not.  If  in  the  process  of  what  will  follow  we  set 
bad  legal  precedent,  this  will  much  better  than  doing  nothing  while  our 
future  is  endangered.  I'd  rather  lose  a court  battle  than  not  fight  for 
Lake  Superior. 

$$$$$$ 

Walt  Bresette  is  a Lake  Superior  Chippewa  from  the  Red  Cliff 
Reservation.  He  co-authored  a book  on  Chippewa  treaties  surrounding  the 
"Voigt  Decision"  and  this  summer  helped  organize  a ceremonies  which 
stopped  acid  transport  across  the  Bad  River  Chippewa  Reservation.  He  can 
be  reached  at  Route  1,  Box  117,  Bayfield  WI  54814  - Phone  715/779-5071 
Fax:  715/779-3465  or  by  e-mail:  bresette@win.bright.net 

Note:  Governor  Tommy  Thompson  will  be  at  a ribbon  cutting  ceremony  on 
Friday,  October  4 at  2 p.m.  at  the  old  Louisiana  Pacific  plant  between 
Pamida  and  Walmart  on  Highway  2 in  Ashland.  Please  tell  your  networks 
to  greet  him  with  an  appropriate  message. 

"RE : New  Mexico  Updates"  

Date:  Sat,  5 Oct  1996  11:18:20  -0600 

From:  sgmail@trail.com  (Linden  Gilbert  & Victoria  Stoll) 

Sub j : New  Mexico  updates 

UUCP  email 

Once  again  the  Taos  Pueblo  has  benefited  from  "Favored  Nation"  status  by 
having  a chunk  of  land  returned  by  the  US  Government.  Previously  it  was 
Blue  Lake,  now  it's  a 764  acre  tract  of  land  in  the  Blue  Lake  Wilderness 
Area,  giving  the  tribe  full  management  of  the  entire  area.  Meanwhile,  in 
the  South,  the  Mescalero  Apache  tribe  has  been  forced  to  close  its  casino 
at  the  Inn  of  the  Mountain  Gods  and  lay  off  more  than  300  employees  due  to 
the  inaction  of  federal  courts  in  granting  a stay  of  execution  on  the 
Federal  court's  ruling  that  the  casino  was  operating  illegally.  Casinos 
operated  by  several  Pueblos  have  been  allowed  to  remain  open  by  rulings  by 
the  same  court,  but  the  Apache  casinos  at  Mescalero  and  Dicarilla  were 
exempted  from  the  rulings.  The  standoff  at  Nambe  Pueblo  has  dropped  out  of 
the  news  while  the  two  factions  fight  for  control  of  the  Pueblo  and  its 
income  generating  projects  which  include  a planned  casino  as  well  as  a 


gasoline  distribution  facility. 

Interesting  to  note  the  disparity  in  treatment  of  the  various  tribal 
groups  in  New  Mexico  by  state  and  federal  officials  and  agencies. 

Interesting  to  note  also  that  nearly  all  the  casino  operating  Pueblos  are 
within  an  hour's  drive  from  Santa  Fe,  the  capitol.  Taos  does  not  operate  a 
casino,  but  the  pueblo  is  one  of  the  premiere  tourist  destinations  in  the 
state,  and  most  Taosenos  do  not  live  in  the  pueblo,  returning  for  ceremonies 
but  living  elsewhere.  The  pueblo  offers  daily  tours  and  most  of  the  "open" 
buildings  at  the  pueblo  are  tourist  shops. 

Economic  realities? 

Linden 


"RE : News  Flashes"  

This  important  note  dated:  Mon,  7 Oct  96  13:46:47  GMT,  sent  by  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee: 

On  October  6th,  Leonard  received  a visit  from  LPDC  staff  and  two  of  his 
grandchildren.  He  is  doing  very  well  and  asks  that  we  send  his  thanks  to 
everyone  who  mobilized  to  protect  him.  You  can  reach  Leonard  directly  at: 
Leonard  Peltier,  89637-132,  PO  Box  1000,  Lvn,  KS  66048. 

(There  are  articles  in  this  issue  that  will  help  explain  the  reason  for 
this  communique  for  those  who  do  not  know  recent  happenings  with  Leonard.) 


An  invitation  from  Martha  Crow  at  the  NIEA  Convention: 

Date:  Thu,  3 Oct  1996  15:01:11  -0400 

Please  invite  all  subscribers  to  stop  by  our  table  at  the  National  Indian 
Education  Association  Convention  in  Rapid  City,  SD.  NIEA  will  be  held 
from  Oct.  12-16th.  We  will  have  our  booth  up  and  running  on  the  13th.  We 
will  at  NIEA  to  sell  and  autograph  our  book  1996-97  INDIAN  COUNTRY  ADDRESS 
BOOK.  We  will  also  be  selling  some  really  cool  t-shirts,  too.  We  hope 
your  subscribers  will  drop  in  for  a chat  and  a looksy.  Martha  Crow 


This  invitation  from  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna@rain .org> 

Date:  Sun,  6 Oct  1996  16:29:51  -0700  (PDT) 

Night  Owl, 

You  might  want  to  mention  that  NetDay,  by  gathering  telecommunication 
professionals,  community-based  volunteers  and  national  sources  of  good 
will,  individuals  are  emerging  who  will  go  for  free,  or  for  travel 
expenses  by  invitation  to  assist:  from  long-range  planning  to  actual 
installations,  whatever  it  requested. 

3im  Lundy,  who's  assisted  Sherman  Indian  High  School  with  their  model, 
can  be  reached  between  6:30  - 7 a.m.  (or  leave  message)  at  310-814-6265. 
Steve  Turner,  of  Turner  Communications,  can  be  reached  at  800-4sturner . 

"RE;  Poem:  A Questioning  Poem"  

Date:  Sun,  6 Oct  1996  17:06:19  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Wanita  Sears  <wsears@tiac . net> 

Sub j : A Questioning  Poem 

UUCP  email 

If  not  for  the  Sun 
how  could  day  be  done 

If  not  for  the  Birds 
would  we  hear  these  words 

If  not  for  the  Earth 
would  we  have  any  worth 

If  not  for  the  Moon 
would  the  Seas  swoon 


If  not  for  the  Thunder 


how  would  we  wonder 


If  not  for  the  Trees 
how  would  we  breathe 

If  not  for  the  Bees 
could  Flowers  please 

If  not  for  the  Stone 
would  we  have  a home 

If  not  for  Creator 
would  any  of  this  matter 

Wanita  Sears 
2/19/95 


"RE ; Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/10/02  23:57 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  13-19 

KEPAKEMAPA 

(September) 

(Mahoe  Hope) 

13 

Seek  to  know  all  that  there  is  to  know  --  to  experience  all  that  there 
is  to  experience. 

14 

You  speak,  ...  and  I can  hear  your  voice  in  the  very  silence  of  my  soul. 

15 

How  much  more  interesting  is  the  tapestry  woven  of  many  colors  than  that 
woven  of  only  one  hue. 

16 

The  wind  whispers  over  the  mountains  and  through  the  leaves  of  the  trees 
below. 

17 

The  land  trembles  --  Pele  is  awakening! 

18 

The  ocean  is  the  source  of  all  life. 

19 

We  bless  the  earth  ...  and  are  blessed  by  it. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  10  October  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Mon,  7 Oct  1996  22:22:41  -0600 

From:  Natalie  Bollinger  <natalieb@spot .Colorado. EDU> 

Sub j : National  Conference  Press  Release 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
CONTACT: 

Natalie  Bollinger,  AISES  Conference  Planner 
Ime  Salazar,  AISES  Director  of  Corporate  Affairs 
(303)  939-0023 

Please  visit  our  website:  http://www.colorado.edu/AISES/conf96.htm 
American  Indian  Science  & Engineering  Society  (AISES)  Convenes 
18th  Annual  National  Conference  in  Salt  Lake  City 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  October  15,  1996  --  Over  1500  American  Indian 
students  and  professionals  are  expected  to  converge  on  the  Salt  Palace 
Convention  Center  in  Salt  Lake  City  from  November  14-17,  1996,  in  a 
celebration  of  Indian  community. 

AISES  is  a not-for-profit  organization  that  provides  academic, 
financial  and  cultural  support  to  American  Indians  from  elementary  grades 
through  graduate  school.  AISES  programs  give  directly  to  Indian 
students  - scholarships,  summer  programs,  and  college  chapters. 

AISES  also  provides  culturally  appropriate  curriculum  and  training 
to  teachers  and  communities  to  help  them  meet  the  academic  and  cultural 
needs  of  Indian  students.  Through  these  programs,  Indian  young  people 
are  able  to  overcome  many  obstacles  to  success  in  high  school  and 
college.  With  AISES'  help,  they  become  professionals  who  bring  unique 
strengths  to  their  workplaces  and  to  their  Indian  communities. 

The  theme  of  the  18th  Annual  American  Indian  Science  & Engineering 
Society's  Conference  is  "Wisdom  of  the  Sacred  Circles: 

Learning  - Living  - Giving  Back".  This  theme  focuses  on  the  ancient 
symbol  of  the  Medicine  Wheel.  This  concept,  used  by  almost  all  of  the 
Native  people  of  North  and  South  America,  can  be  expressed  in  many 
different  ways:  the  four  elements  of  earth,  the  four  aspects  to  our 
nature,  the  four  races,  and  many  other  relationships.  The  Medicine 
Wheel  signifies  balance  and  harmony. 

The  social  and  cultural  highlight  of  the  conference  will  be  the 
Traditional  Dinner  on  Saturday,  November  16.  This  special  event  will 
feature  traditional  foods  from  the  region.  Following  the  dinner, 
there  will  be  a powwow  featuring  dancers  and  singers  from  local  tribes. 
The  powwow  begins  at  9:00  PM  at  the  Salt  Palace  Convention  Center  and 
is  open  to  the  public. 

The  keynote  speaker  at  the  conference  Traditional  Dinner,  held  on 
Saturday,  November  16, is  Oren  R.  Lyons.  Mr.  Lyons  is  a traditional 
chief  of  the  Onondaga  Nation,  Iroquois  Confederacy,  and  Associate 
Professor  of  American  Studies  at  the  State  University  of  New  York  at 
Buffalo.  He  is  the  publisher  of  Daybreak,  a national  Indian  news 
magazine,  and  has  represented  American  Indian  interests  at  the  United 
Nations  and  other  international  forums. 

The  Honors  Banquet  held  on  Friday,  November  15,  will  honor  the 
recipients  and  donors  of  over  $500,000  in  scholarships  awarded  to 
American  Indian  students  to  further  their  careers  and  education  in  the 
science,  engineering,  and  business  fields. 

Lucent  Technologies,  formerly  a division  of  AT&T,  is  the  major 
sponsor  of  the  conference.  Over  150  other  organizations  and  corporations 
will  participate  in  the  conference's  career  fair,  and  will  recognize  AISES 
members  for  their  skills  and  commitment  to  technical  excellence  in  their 
chosen  careers.  Event  sponsorships  are  still  available,  contact  Ime 
Salazar  at  the  above  number. 


Date:  Fri,  4 Oct  1996  22:52:42  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Alan  Mandell  <mandell@thecity.sfsu.edu> 

Sub j : Native  American  Law  Symposium 

Original  Sender  BETSY@GEODE.UMNH.UTAH.EDU  <al> 

Second  Annual  Native  American  Law  Symposium: 
Archaeological,  Religious,  and  Repatriation  Implications  for 
Land  Use  and  Ownership 

Friday,  October  25,  1996  University  of  Utah  - 
College  of  Law  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 


For  more  information  you  can  access  the  website  at: 
http : //raven . umnh .utah.edu/Utah.NA.law. html 


Betsy  Price,  Project  Manager  A joint  project  sponsored  by: 

The  Natural  History  of  Genes  Eccles  Institute  of  Human  Genetics 
UMNH  Utah  Museum  of  Natural  History 

University  of  Utah  University  of  Utah  Medical  School 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84112 

801-581-6286 

betsy@geode . umnh . Utah . edu 


Date:  Mon,  07  Oct  96  02:36:49  GMT 
From:  weaver@visi.net  (Gary  Weaver) 

Sub j : Meherrin  Tribal  Pow  Wow 

The  Meherrin  Indian  Tribe  8th  annual  Pow  Wow  will  be  held  October  25,26, 
& 27.  The  Pow  Wow  will  be  held  at  the  Tribal  lands  off  Route  11  in 
Hertford  County. 

For  more  information  and  directions  contact: 

Meherrin  Tribal  Office 
P.0.  Box  508 

Winton,  North  Carolina  27986 
Phone  (919)358-4375 

y s s 

(o  o) 

+ o00--(  )--00o + 

Gary  Weaver 
weaver@visi . net 


Date:  Thu,  03  Oct  1996  17:37:04  GMT 
From:  garyf@ocbtp.com  (Gary  Fuller) 

Sub j : Southern  California  Native  Events 

Presented  as  a public  service  by  OCB  Trading  Post,  the  largest  American 
Indian  store  in  the  San  Gabriel  Valley.  Come  see  our  large  selection  of 
beads,  sterling  silver  jewelry,  and  one  of  the  largest  collections  of  books 
on  Native  Americans  available  for  sale. 

OCB  Trading  Post 
657  E.  Arrow  Hwy  #M 
Glendora,  Ca  91740 
(818)  914-0306 
http://www.ocbtp.com/ 
mailto : info@ocbtp . com 


The  following  events  will  occur  in  and  around  Southern  California  in  the 
next  three  weeks.  If  you  have  an  event  you'd  like  to  have  listed  on  this 
listing,  on  our  web  site,  or  our  calendar  flyers,  please  send  it  to  one  of 
the  addresses  above.  You  can  print  this  list  and  hand  it  out  to  friends, 
but  any  use  of  this  document  must  be  in  it's  entirety. 

Some  upcoming  Native  Events  in  Southern  California: 

Bill  Neill  Concert 
October  4th,  1996 
Cafe  Lynnie 
1309  S.  Grand  Avenue. 

Glendora,  Ca 

For  directions  & information,  call  (818)335-7272 
Hours:  8:30pm  - 11:00pm 

Friday,  October  4:  Bill  Neill,  also  known  as  Elk  Whistle,  will  be  bringing 
his  beautiful  Native  American  flute  music  to  the  area.  He  has  put 
out  at  least  one  tape,  and  makes  that  flute  do  the  most  hauntingly 
beautiful  music  you've  ever  heard. 


7th  Annual  Wolf  Moon  Powwow 
October  4,  5,  6 
Pioneer  Park 

33187  Hwy  247  East  (Old  Woman  Springs  Road) 

Contest  Dancing  (Grand  Entry  point  system) , Food,  Arts  & Crafts 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Head  Staff: 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Orville  Little  Owl  (Mandan/Hunkpapa  Lakota) 
Spiritual  Leader:  Grandfather  Whitecloud  (Pueblo) 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Roger  Slaughter  (Mohawk) 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  Victoria  Matheny  (Diegueno) 

Gourd  Dancer:  Pete  Manyhorses  Mares  (luaneno) 

Princess:  Chamese  "Eagle  Quill"  Dempsey  (Paiute) 

Arena  Director:  Bob  Rivera  (Chumash) 

Whipman:  Brian  Brightcloud  (Chiricahua  Apache) 

Northern  Host  Drum:  Red  Tail  Singers 
Southern  Host  Drum:  Hale  and  Company 
Schedule  Of  Events: 

Friday: 

3pm . : Gate  Opens 
5pm:  Gourd  Dancing 
6pm:  Grand  Entry 
Saturday: 

9am:  Gate  Opens 
11am:  Gourd  Dancing 
12  noon:  Grand  Entry 
6pm:  Gourd  Dancing 
7pm:  Grand  Entry 
Sunday: 

10am:  Gates  Open 
11am:  Gourd  Dancing 
12  noon:  Grand  Entry 
Entrance  Fees: 

Adults  $3.,  12-18  years/Seniors  $2.,  under  12  w/adult  free.  3 day 
pass  $6. 

For  more  information  call:  (619)248-7817,  (619)248-7215,  (619)248-9354, 
(619)248-7832,  (619)248-6001. 

Sponsored  by  Lucerne  Valley  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  cooperation  with  County 
of  San  Bernardino,  CSA  29. 


Saahapta  Whi-Al-Lum  Pow  Wow 
October  11th,  12th  & 13th,  1996 

Fiscalini  Field,  Highland  Ave.,  San  Bernardino,  CA 
Native  American  Fund  Raiser 
All  drums  and  dancers  welcomed! 

Head  Staff: 

Master  Of  Ceremonies:  Kenny  Hood  (Shawnee) 

Arena  Director:  Bob  Rivera  (Chumash) 

Elder:  Louis  Avarez  (Yaqui,  Mayo) 

Southern  Man  Dancer:  Pete  Manyhorses  Mares  (Duaneno) 
Southern  Woman  Dancer:  Teresa  Miers  (Apache,  Pima) 
Northern  Man  Dancer:  3ohn  Mulkern  (Cherokee) 

Northern  Woman  Dancer:  TBA 

Young  Boy  Dancer:  R.3.  Hood  (Shawnee) 

Young  Girl  Dancer:  TBA 
Eagle  Staff:  TBA 

Flag  Persons:  Bob  Langevin  (Ojibwe)  and  lack  Bartlett 

Southern  Host  Drum:  TBA 

Northern  Host  Drum:  Red  Spirit  Singers 

Guest  Drum:  Shadow  Lodge 

Guest  Drum:  TBA 

Guest  Drum:  TBA 

Whipman:  Roger  Slaughter  (Mohawk) 

Drum  Keeper:  Order  of  the  Arrow 


Spoon  Keeper:  Dim  Rogers  (Hopi) 

Chairman:  Bob  Langevin  (Ojibwe) 

Vendor  Chairman:  Bob  Kelly  (Lumbee) 

Public  Relations:  Marcia  Bennett  (Cherokee) 

Hours : 

Friday: 

5pm:  Gate  Opens 
7pm:  Grand  Entry 
Saturday: 

9am:  Gate  Opens 
lpm:  Grand  Entry 
7pm:  Grand  Entry 
Sunday: 

9am:  Gate  Opens 
lpm:  Grand  Entry 
7pm:  Grand  Entry 

Directions : 

From  the  15  South:  Take  the  15  south  to  the  215  Freeway  - 215  to  the  30 
East  - go  approx.  1 mile  to  the  Waterman  exit.  Go  south  (right)  to  Highland 
Ave.  Take  a left  on  Highland  Ave  to  Fiscalini  Field  (approx.  3/4  mile  on 
right) . 

From  the  10  East:  Take  the  10  east  to  the  215  north.  Go  to  the  30  Freeway 
(look  for  the  Mountain  Resorts  sign).  Take  the  30  freeway  for  approx.  1 
mile  to  the  Waterman  exit.  Follow  street  directions  as  for  15  South 
directions . 

From  the  10  West:  Take  the  10  west  to  the  30  freeway  turnoff.  Go  approx.  6 
miles  to  the  Waterman  exit.  Follow  street  directions  as  for  15  South 
directions . 

From  the  91  North:  Take  the  91  North  to  the  215  Freeway  north.  Follow  the 
215  to  the  30  freeway  (look  for  the  Mountain  Resorts  sign).  Go  approx.  1 
mile  to  the  Waterman  exit.  Follow  street  directions  as  for  15  South  above. 

Camping  will  be  available.  For  nearby  hotel/motel  info  please  call 
(909)874-6685.  Saahapta  will  not  be  responsible  for  theft,  injury,  or 
personal  cost! 

Powwow  sponsored  by:  Whi-Al-Lum  Chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Arrow, 
California  Inland  Empire  Council  of  the  BSA. 

No  Alcohol  or  Drugs  Allowed.  Vendors  by  invitation  only.  For  further 
information  contact  Bob  Langevin  (800)871-6685. 


American  Indian  Exposition  & Sale 
October  11th  - October  13th,  1996 
Salinas  Room 
Monterey  Fairgrounds 
Monterey,  Ca 

Hours : 

Friday:  2pm  - 7pm 
Saturday:  10am  - 7pm 
Sunday:  11am  - 5pm 

Indian  dancing  Saturday  & Sunday  afternoons 

General  Information:  (209)  221-4355  Fax:  (209)  221-0844 
Produced  by  American  Indian  Traders  Guild,  Inc. 


The  Gabrielino/Tongva  Spring  Foundation's  Before  Columbus  Day 

A native  American  Arts  & Crafts  Festival 

October  13th,  1996 

University  High  School  Springs 

1439  S.  Barrington  Ave 

West  Los  Angeles,  Ca 


Hours : 

Noon  to  4pm 


Entertainment 

The  Tongva  Nation  Dancers 

The  Acjachemen  Men  Singers 

Lorenzo  Baca,  Apache  Singer,  Storyteller 

Gary  Lemos,  Native  American  Flute  Music 

Dorame  Family,  Historical  Music  Demonstration 

Hands-on  Activities 

Children's  Traditional  Games  & Crafts 
American  Indian  Tortilla  Making 
Basketweaving  Demonstration 
Ancestral  Weaving  Demonstration 
Traditional  Native  American  Foods 
Tours  of  Kuruvungna  Village  Site  & Springs 
Cultural  Display  Tongva  History  & Artifacts 

More  Information  Call:  (310)  397-0180  or  (310)  836-4343 


Lake  Casitas  Intertribal  Pow  Wow 
October  19th  - October  20th,  1996 
Lake  Casitas  Campground 
Lake  Casitas 
Ojai,  California 

Hours : 

Saturday:  10am  - 10pm 
Sunday:  10am  - 6pm 

Contest  Dancing 

Music  & song  of  Native  America 
One  of  America's  largest  pow-wows 
Hundreds  of  competition  dancers 
Nationally  known  drum  groups 
Fishing  & camping 
Weekend  passes 
Native  foods  & fry  bread 
Lake  front  setting 
Buffalo  B-B-Q 

Giant  American  Indian  arts  & crafts  festival 
Over  80  selected  artists  & traders 

For  more  information:  (805)  496-6036 

Sponsored  by:  Visions  in  Time  (California  Non-Profit),  The  Ventura 
Independent,  KVEN  AM  1450,  and  KHAY  FM  100.7 


American  Indian  & Western  Relic  Show  and  Sale 

October  18th  - October  20th,  1996 

Pasadena  Center 

300  E.  Green  St 

Exhibition  Hall 

Pasadena,  Ca 

Hours : 

Friday:  1pm  to  7pm 
Saturday:  10am  - 7pm 
Sunday:  11am  - 5pm 

Exhibition  dancing  Saturday  & Sunday 

Native  American  arts  & crafts,  craft  supplies,  beads,  furs  & trade  items 
The  largest  American  Indian  show  in  southern  California 
Information:  (213)  770-4444 


Discount  coupons  available  at  most  American  Indian  stores  in  Southern 
California . 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Karen  J.  Gould, 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Larry  Innes, 

Larry  Kibby,  Wanita  Sears,  Rod  Whited,  Daniel  B.  Umstead,  Linden  Gilbert, 
Janet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Bernard  J.  Rock,  Sr.  via  Feather  Eaglerock, 
Nicky  Michael,  Bernadette  Chato,  Kath  Dalmeny  (Announcement),  Allen  Gabriel, 
Walt  Bresette  via  Carol  Edgerton  (Announcement),  Joseph  C.  Winter, 

Alan  Moomaw  via  John  Berry,  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico, 

Jon  Norstog,  Larry  Hill  via  Glenn  Welker,  Frank  Cournoyer  via  Joe  Campagna 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  10  October  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Date:  Sat,  5 Oct  1996  03:03:40  -0400 
From:  sahtu@aol.com 

Sub j : Indigenous  Peoples  Day  Powwow  - Berkeley,  California  (12  October) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Berkeley's  5th  Annual  Celebration 
Indigenous  Peoples  Day  Powwow  and  Indian  Market 
Saturday  October  12,  1996,  10:00  am  to  6:00  pm 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Park 
Berkeley,  California 

(On  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Way  between  Center  Street  and  Allston  Way) 
Exhibition  Dancing  - 10  am  to  noon 
Open  Gourd  Dancing  - noon  to  1 pm 
Grand  Entry  - 1 pm 

Contest  Dancing  - Round  Dancing  - Intertribal  Dancing 
All  Drums  are  Invited! 

Enjoy  Native  American  Foods  and  Native  American  Arts  & Crafts  at  the  Indian 
Market . 

In  1992  Berkeley  first  celebrated  the  new  annual  holiday.  Indigenous 
Peoples  Day.  Please  come  and  celebrate  this  holiday  with  us  in  honor  of 
all  our  ancestors,  the  people  continuing  the  struggle  today  and  future 
generations . 

Co-sponsored  by: 

City  of  Berkeley 
Indigenous  Peoples  Committee 
Turtle  island  Project 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol 

Indigenous  Peoples  Day  Committee  is  not  responsible  for  lost  or  stolen 
articles . 

For  more  information  please  call:  (510)  726-1807 


Date:  Tue,  1 Oct  1996  18:42:38  -0700 

From:  savewardvalley@mail . rippers . com  (Save  Ward  Valley) 
Sub j : Mojave  Children's  Gathering-Nov  2 at  Ward  Valley 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


The  Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe  Presents 

Children's  Fall  Gathering 
A Day  of  Fun  and  Learning 
Saturday,  November  2 from  9:30  a.m.  to  8:30  p.m. 
at  Ward  Valley,  California 

Come  join  us  at  Ward  Valley,  22  miles  west  of  Needles  (Hiway  40),  take 
Water  Rd.  exit,  turn  left,  signs  will  guide  you  to  location. 

The  day  will  feature  fun  ecological  projects  in  the  wide  open  desert. 
Learn  stories,  legends,  songs  and  dances  from  the  Elders.  Learn  about 
the  importance  of  Spirit  Runs.  We  will  have  an  after  dinner  campfire 
with  youth  performing  traditional  indigenous  singing  and  dancing.  The 
gathering  is  open  to  youth  from  fourth  grade  through  high  school. 

This  event  is  free.  Food  and  lodging  will  be  provided  for  those  youth 
who  have  travelled  from  afar.  We  extend  a special  invitation  to 
indigenous  youth  and  youth  of  color,  but  welcome  all  youth. 

For  more  information  and  to  register  call:  619-326-6267  (Sheila) 

520 -346- 2410 ( Lilly) 
619-326-4591  (Steve) 


"RE : NY  Breaks  Off  Negotiations"  

Date:  Tue,  8 Oct  1996  06:15:28  -0400 

From:  bfl45@freenet . carleton . ca  (Allen  Gabriel) 

Sub j : New  York  State  breaks  off  negotiations 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

HAUDENOSAUNEE 

MOHAWK  - ONEIDA  - ONONDAGA  - CAYUGA  - SENECA  - TUSCARORA 

MOHAWK  NATION  COUNCIL  OF  CHIEFS 

VIA  BOX  366  ROOSEVELTOWN  NEW  YORK  13683 

Telephone  (518)  358-3381  Fax  (518)  358-3488 

PRESS  RELEASE 
SYRACUSE,  OCTOBER  3,  1996 

By  The  Kahniakehaka  (Mohawk)  Nation  Council  of  Chiefs  (Traditional 
Government),  The  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribe  (United  States);  and  The  Mohawk 
Council  of  Akwesasne  (Canada);  (Together  referred  to  as  - the  Mohawks  of 
Akwesasne,  or  the  Mohawks). 

The  State  of  New  York  today,  in  a move  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Mohawks,  and  of  the  Federal  Dudge  hearing  the  case,  broke  off  negotiations 
for  a settlement  of  the  Mohawk  land  claim  in  Northern  New  York.  The 
negotiations  had  been  on-going  for  more  than  ten  years,  and  many 
participants  felt  we  were  finally  nearing  a satisfactory  conclusion  for 
all  parties. 

The  State  of  New  York,  however,  about  six  months  ago  added  a new  element 
that  derailed  the  negotiation.  It  insisted  that  as  a part  of  the 
settlement  of  the  land  claim,  the  Mohawks  also  agree  to  collect  all  state 
taxes  on  sales  to  non-Indians  on  their  reservation  and  turn  them  over  to 
the  State.  The  State  announced  that  it  was  requiring  all  tribes  in  the 
State  to  negotiate  tax  compacts  with  it.  This  brought  other  tribes  and 
Indian  merchant  groups  into  the  issue.  The  Mohawks  said  that  the  tax  issue 
is  not  one  that  a single  tribe  can  negotiated,  and  asked  the  State  to 
handle  it  separately  from  the  land  settlement.  In  May  1996  and  again  on 
October  3,  1996,  Dudge  McCurn,  the  federal  judge  handling  the  Mohawk  case 
in  Syracuse,  agreed  with  the  Mohawks,  and  urged  the  State  to  proceed  with 
the  tax  issues  separately  from  the  land  settlement.  The  State  refused  and 
now  has  broken  off  negotiations. 

This  means  the  land  case  will  be  tried  and  decided  by  the  federal  court, 
rather  than  settled.  The  Indians  and  non-Indians  of  New  York  are  facing 
years  of  costly  and  contentious  litigation,  instead  of  the  anticipated 
amicable  resolutions  of  the  Mohawk  claims.  It  is  likely  that  the  United 


State  will  enter  the  case  on  the  side  of  the  Indians  as  it  has  done  in  the 
Cayuga  Nation. 

The  lands  at  issue  in  the  Mohawk  claim  are  approximately  11,642  acres 
consisting  of  county  land  in  St.  Lawrence  and  Franklin  counties,  640  acres 
in  Massena,  640  acres  in  Fort  Covington,  and  144  acres  in  the  Flogansburg 
Triangle,  2,060  acres  of  another  triangle,  and  a series  of  lots  along  the 
Grass  River  between  the  two  towns.  In  addition,  the  ownership  of  Barnhart 
Island,  where  the  Robert  Moses  is  located,  and  a number  of  other  islands, 
including  but  not  limited  to  Croil  and  Long  Sault  Islands,  are  in  dispute. 

Spokespersons  for  the  Mohawks  said  they  are  disappointed.  They  said  they 
have  been  trying  to  settle  the  case  in  a way  that  would  be  fair  to  the 
Mohawks,  but  would  not  dispossess  any  non-Indian  land  owners.  Subject  to  a 
final  ratification  of  their  people,  they  had  tentatively  agreed  to  five 
(5)  conditions  the  State  had  earlier  insisted  upon  the  settlement  talks  - 
namely: 

1.  that  all  titles  to  property  would  be  cleared, 

2.  that  the  United  States  would  make  a contribution  to  the  settlement, 

3.  that  land  going  to  the  Indians  would  be  public  lands  or  lands  acquired 
from  willing  sellers, 

4.  that  the  tax  base  of  the  local  governments  would  be  addressed, 

5.  and  that  the  settlement  would  be  reasonable  related  to  the  size  of  the 
claim . 

The  Mohawk  negotiators  had  also  agreed  to  recommend  that  their  people  give 
up  any  claim  to  lands  in  the  two  heavily  populated  one  mile  squares  in 
Massena  and  Fort  Covington,  or  on  the  Grass  River,  in  return  for  the  right 
to  buy  county  property  from  willing  sellers.  The  Mohawks  had  secured  the 
agreement  of  the  Federal  government  to  pay  a substantial  amount  of  the 
settlement.  They  were  also  negotiating  with  the  New  York  Power  Authority 
to  settle  the  claims  to  the  Islands. 

Again,  although  an  agreement  had  not  been  reached,  the  negotiations  were 
making  very  significant  progress  towards  an  agreement. 

The  Mohawks  said  that  going  back  to  court,  of  course,  means  that  there  are 
no  agreements  at  all,  and  that  all  the  claimed  land  is  back  in  the  suit. 

The  Mohawks  of  Akwesasne,  and  The  Kahniakehaka  (Mohawk)  Nation  Council, 

The  Mohawk  Council  of  Akwesasne  and  The  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribal  Council; 
state  that  these  legal  proceedings  will  be  brought  without  prejudice  to 
the  Aboriginal  and  Treaty  rights  of  all  Kahniakehaka  (Mohawk)  as  well  as 
the  United  Mohawk  Councils  of  Akwesasne. 

History  of  the  Mohawk  Claim 

To  understand  the  Mohawk  claim,  one  must  go  back  to  the  promises  made  to 
the  Mohawks  in  the  Treaty  of  1796,  and  the  ruling  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  in  a similar  case  involving  the  Oneida  Tribe. 

Notwithstanding  the  Mohawk  Position  on  the  1796  Treaty,  the  Aboriginal 
rights  of  the  Mohawks  are  larger  than  those  mentioned  in  the  treaty.  The 
Mohawks  at  Akwesasne  make  a claim  to  land  outlined  in  the  1796  Treaty  and 
to  islands,  including  but  not  limited  to  Barnhart,  Croil  and  Long  Sault. 

The  Mohawk  land  claim  is  divided  into  a mainland  claim  and  an  island 
claim.  The  mainland  claim  is  based  on  a 1796  treaty  between  the  Mohawks 
and  the  State  of  New  York,  approved  by  the  United  States.  The  Treaty 
guaranteed  a reservation  of  36  square  miles  drawn  on  a map  (in  the  area  of 
the  present  New  York  reservation  and  the  village  of  St.  Regis),  two  areas 
of  one  mile  squares  situated  around  mills  the  Mohawks  had  (now  in  the 
middle  of  Massena  and  Fort  Covington),  and  meadows  on  the  Grass  River.  In 
violations  of  federal  law.  New  York  later  made  several  purchases  of  the 
Reservation  established  by  the  1796  Treaty,  but  without  the  required 
consent  of  the  United  States. 

The  United  States  Supreme  Court,  several  years  ago,  in  a similar  case 
brought  by  the  Oneida  Indians  held  that  such  purchases  by  the  State 
without  the  consent  of  the  United  States,  violated  federal  law  and  were  void. 

The  Mohawks  claim  ownership  of  their  treaty  land,  and  damages  for  having 
been  deprived  of  some  15,287  acres  of  it  for  many  years. 

The  Mohawk  Island  claim  is  primarily  for  three  Islands  (Barnhart,  Croil, 
and  Long  Sault),  that  were  thought  to  be  in  Canada  at  a time  the  treaty 
was  made,  but  later  were  determined  to  be  in  the  United  States.  The  State 


of  New  York,  in  the  1840' s,  recognized  that  the  Mohawks  owned  the  Islands 
and  should  be  paid  for  them.  New  York  had  unlawfully  sold  the  Islands  to 
developers . 

New  York  did  not  return  the  Islands  to  the  Mohawks.  The  transaction  was 
without  the  required  consent  of  the  United  States. 

The  Mohawk  claim  states  that  the  Islands  were  never  lawfully  the  property 
of  the  State,  and  remain  Mohawk  property.  The  Island  Claim  is  substantial 
because  the  Robert  Moses  Dam  is  anchored  on  Barnhart  Island  and  federal 
laws  provide  Indians  with  a right  to  share  in  the  power  revenues  when 
their  reservations  are  used  for  power  production.  The  New  York  Power 
Authority  is  seeking  a renewal  of  its  license  for  the  Robert  Moses  Dam, 
and  while  contesting  the  claim,  had  been  moving  towards  a negotiated 
settlement  with  the  Mohawks.  That  settlement  possibility  was  also  pulled 
off  the  table  when  the  State  walked  out  of  the  talks. 

Additionally,  while  no  suit  was  brought,  the  Mohawks  claim  ownership  under 
the  same  theories  to  a number  of  the  Islands  in  the  Thousand  Island  Chain 
that  currently  are  the  site  of  expensive  summer  homes.  At  New  York's 
request,  the  Mohawks  were  negotiating  to  settle  that  claim  as  a part  of 
the  overall  land  claim  settlement.  The  Mohawk  Nations  Council  of  Chiefs  is 
presently  doing  the  research  to  bring  that  claim  forward. 

New  York's  decision  to  terminate  settlement  talks  appears  to  be  motivated 
in  part  by  a recent  Supreme  Court  decision  in  "The  State  of  Florida  vs. 
Seminole"  granting  states  broad  sovereign  immunity  from  lawsuits.  The 
counties  and  private  parties  who  are  defendants  in  the  Mohawk  case  do  not 
enjoy  sovereign  immunity  and  will  not  be  able  to  dismiss  the  claims 
against  them  on  that  ground.  Although  the  State  rightfully  bears  the 
responsibility  for  confiscating  Mohawk  land  in  violation  of  federal  law. 
Governor  Pataki  now  seems  prepared  to  wash  the  State's  hands  of  that 
responsibility,  and  to  shift  the  burden  to  local  governments  and  private 
landowners . 

For  more  information,  please  contact  Joyce  King-Mitchell  at: 

(518)  358-3381 
or  by  e-mail  at: 
mohawkna(3winthrop.  slic . com 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  30  September/96 

INNU  WERE  THE  REAL  LOSERS  IN  THE  CHURCHILL  FALLS  DEAL 

(Sheshatshiu)  The  Newfoundland  government's  contract  with  Quebec  may  be 
unfair,  but  the  real  losers  in  the  Churchill  Falls  deal  were  the  Innu 
people,  according  to  Innu  Nation  President  Peter  Penashue. 

"If  Brian  Tobin  is  going  to  be  asking  Quebec  and  other  Canadians  to 
address  the  unfairness  of  the  Churchill  Falls  agreement,  he  should  remember 
that  the  real  losers  in  this  deal  were  the  Innu.  We  were  never  consulted  or 
even  informed  about  what  would  happen  to  our  land  when  Churchill  Falls  was 
built,  and  we  have  never  been  compensated  for  the  damage  that  was  done  by 
the  flooding.  If  Brian  Tobin  wants  Quebec  to  deal  fairly  with  Newfoundland, 
he  should  set  an  example  and  deal  fairly  with  the  Innu.",  said  Penashue. 

When  the  Churchill  Falls  project  was  completed  in  1974,  it  created  the 
6,700m3  Smallwood  Reservoir,  which  flooded  important  Innu  hunting  lands, 
and  burial  sites.  Many  areas  of  cultural,  historical  and  spiritual 
significance  were  submerged,  and  many  Innu  hunters  lost  gear  and  equipment 
when  their  seasonal  campsites  were  flooded.  No  compensation  has  ever  been 
offered.  In  1977,  a survey  of  mercury  levels  in  the  Sheshatshiu  Innu 
population  revealed  elevated  mercury  levels  in  37%  of  the  individuals 
surveyed.  The  government  response  at  that  time  was  to  issue  a bulletin 


advising  people  to  limit  their  fish  consumption. 

In  1992,  the  Sheshatshiu  Innu  removed  their  hydro  meters  from  their  homes 
in  a year-long  protest  against  the  failure  of  the  Newfoundland  government 
to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  Innu  Nation  on  compensation  for 
Churchill  Falls.  To  date,  the  Newfoundland  government  has  maintained  that 
it  has  no  obligation  to  enter  into  compensation  negotiations  with  the  Innu 
Nation . 

"Hydro  Quebec  settled  with  the  Crees  over  lames  Bay,  and  Ontario  Hydro  is 
now  in  compensation  negotiations  with  several  First  Nations.  Newfoundland 
needs  to  recognize  its  responsibilities  to  the  Innu  before  trying  to 
renegotiate  terms  with  Hydro  Quebec.",  concluded  Penashue. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION: Peter  Penashue 
(709)  497-8398 
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DIBAUD1IM0H 

BRINGING  NEWS  OF  THE  CHIPPEWAS  OF  NAWASH  BY  FAX 
Fax:  519-534-2130  Phone:  519-534-5133 

20  SEPTEMBER  1996 

Nawash  Asserts  its  lurisdiction 

The  summer  of  1996  has  been  like  a chess  game.  Here's  a summary 
of  the  moves  and  counter  moves: 

- April  12:  The  MNR  threatens  to  licence  Nawash  and 
Saugeen . 

- May  29:  Nawash  by-law  13-96  which  regulates  Nawash 
fishermen  in  reserve  waters  takes  effect. 

- Duly  17:  Nawash  releases  a report  by  its  biologist 
that  documents  severe  problems  with  how  the  MNR  is 
managing  the  waters  around  the  Bruce  Peninsula. 

- August  9:  lust  before  the  annual  Salmon  Spectacular, 

MNR  seizes  2 Nawash  fishermen's  nets  in  Owen  Sound  Bay 
"as  a warning. " 

- August  10:  Nawash  documents  the  seizure  and  video 
tapes  one  fisherman's  nets  ruined  by  the  seizure.  MNR 
publicly  states  it  did  not  intend  to  lay  charges. 

- August  16:  Nawash  closes  MNR  management  area  5-8  to 
its  fishermen  because  the  TAC  (total  allowable  catch) 
for  whitefish  has  been  reached.  Nawash  urges  the  MNR 
to  close  down  the  area  (which  includes  Owen  Sound  and 
Colpoy's  Bay)  to  all  fishing,  including  sports 
fishing. 

- August  20:  The  MNR  refuses  Nawash 's  request  and  the 
Sydenham  Sportsmen's  Association's  annual  Salmon 
Spectacular  will  proceed. 

- August  23:  Nawash  begin  to  monitor  the  derby  and  to 
measure  the  fishing  effort  (report  is  pending). 

- August  26:  Ontario  Vice  Chief  Gord  Peters  visits 
Nawash  to  support  the  First  Nation  in  its  fight  to 
establish  its  commercial  fishery. 

- August  29:  Nawash  closes  area  5-6,  the  area  around  its 
reserve,  because  the  Band's  TAC  for  whitefish  has  been 
reached . 

- September  1:  Salmon  Spectacular  ends.  During  the 
derby,  anglers  caught  and  kept  some  168,000  pounds  of 
fish,  including  2,800  fish  registered  for  prizes. 


- September  5:  A Nawash  fisherman  whose  nets  were  stolen 
last  year  and  this  Duly  loses  more  nets.  The  OPP  take 
no  action. 

- September  5-6:  Representatives  from  major  churches, 
the  Law  Union  of  Ontario  and  the  Biology  Dept,  of  the 
University  of  Toronto  visit  the  area  on  a fact-finding 
tour  (report  pending). 

MNR  seizes  Nawash  nets 

In  an  action  right  out  of  Hollywood's  old  west,  MNR  Conservation 
Officers  raced  a Nawash  fishermen  to  his  nets  just  so  they  could 
seize  them  before  the  fishermen  could  lift  them.  Fancis  Lavalley 
spotted  the  MNR  lifting  his  cousin's  nets  on  August  9th  in  Owen 
Sound  Bay  and  decided  he  had  better  get  to  his  own.  They  were  set 
across  the  Bay,  but  well  within  the  7-mile  limit  recognized  by 
the  Fairgrieve  decision  as  the  traditional  fishing  territory  for 
Nawash  and  Saugeen. 

When  the  MNR  saw  Francis  making  for  his  nets,  they  gave  chase. 

As  they  overtook  him  in  their  faster  boat,  Francis  saw  them 
videotaping  the  whole  incident.  The  officer  taping  gave  him  the 
finger  on  the  way  by.  Whoever  was  piloting  the  MNR  boat  cut 
across  Francis'  bow  a couple  of  times  to  slow  him  down. 

The  MNR  beat  him  to  his  nets,  but  not  by  much  and  began  to  haul 
them  quickly  out  of  the  water.  Francis  yelled  at  them  to  do  it 
correctly,  but  they  ignored  him. 

When  he  went  to  collect  his  nets  from  the  MNR  offices  the  next 
day,  we  took  a video  camera  along.  MNR  officer  Mike  Thede  tried 
to  talk  to  the  Nawash  fishermen  about  the  terms  of  the  licence 
MNR  was  trying  to  impose  on  the  Band.  Francis  told  him  Nawash 
does  not  recognize  the  licence  and  is  controlling  its  fishery 
itself.  Thede  admitted  Francis  was  not  going  to  be  charged  - the 
whole  exercise  was  a "warning." 

It  took  a while,  but  we  finally  got  the  MNR  to  go  and  get  his 
nets.  They  were  a mess.  There  were  large  rips  all  the  way  along 
the  nets  because  the  MNR  had  lifted  them  so  recklessly. 

Later,  representatives  of  the  MNR  admitted  in  the  press  they  had 
no  intention  of  charging  the  fishermen  whose  nets  they  lifted  and 
seized . 

OPP  ignore  fisherman's  losses 

Another  Nawash  fisherman.  Miles  Dones,  had  his  nets  lifted  out 
of  the  water  in  Duly  and  again  in  September.  Despite  a letter 
from  Chief  Akiwenzie  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  OPP  reminding  him 
of  the  losses  of  last  year  (thousands  of  meters  of  nets  stolen, 
one  tug  burned,  and  others  damaged),  the  OPP  have  done  nothing 
to  stop  these  recent  thefts. 

Last  year.  Miles  was  down  to  his  last  set  of  nets  when  the  OPP 
charged  him  with  setting  a man-trap.  Those  charges  were  dropped 
by  the  Crown  only  after  a vigorous  lobby  from  Miles'  lawyer. 
However,  no  charges  have  ever  been  laid  in  any  of  the  many 
incidents  of  theft  and  vandalism  directed  at  Native  fishermen. 

Nawash  report  condemns  MNR  management 

On  Duly  17,  1996,  The  Chippewas  of  Nawash  released  a report 
authored  by  Dr.  Stephen  Crawford  that  demonstrates  the  MNR  is 
unfit  to  manage  the  Lake  Huron  and  Georgian  Bay  commercial 
fishery.  It  takes  dead  aim  at  the  stated  objectives  and 
principles  of  the  Lake  Huron  Management  Unit  (LHMU)  and  shows 
neither  have  been  met.  Among  the  flaws  in  the  management  program 
are : 

The  methods  employed  by  the  LHMU  to  establish  TACs  for 
species  for  each  management  area  were  based  on  historical 
commercial  harvests  - they  were  political  rather  than  biological. 

The  Unit's  current  methods  of  modifying  TACs  (total 
allowable  catch  limits)  are  complex,  confusing  and  often  without 


biological  basis. 

The  LHMU's  data  sampling  program  is  suspect. 

In  order  to  cover  its  inadequate  assessment  program,  the 
unit  regularly  extrapolates  data  from  one  management  area  to 
another  without  theoretical  or  empirical  support. 

The  Unit's  assessments  of  fish  stock  status  are  highly 
subjective  and  arbitrary  and  mistaken  in  the  assumption  that  the 
achievement  of  TACs  indicates  a stable  stock  of  fish. 

Taken  as  a whole,  these  flaws  make  it  impossible  for  the  LHMU  to 
determine  safe  commercial  and  recreational  harvest  levels  that 
would  protect  Lake  Huron  fish  populations  from  over  exploitation. 

The  report  shows  that  the  MNR  has  been  misleading  the  public  and 
mismanaging  the  Lake  Huron  commercial  fisheries  ever  since  the 
introduction  of  the  commercial  quota  system  in  1984. 

Nawash's  suspicions  of  MNR  are  reflected  in  the  TACs  the  Band  set 
for  its  own  fishermen.  Until  the  Band  is  able  to  develop  its  own 
data  base,  it  has  set  the  TACs  for  its  fishermen  at  30%  below 
those  of  the  MNR. 

The  report  is  important  in  that  it  serves  as  a warning  to  all 
users  of  the  resource.  We  must  all  take  more  responsibility  for 
its  proper  management  . If  this  means  asking  tough  questions  of 
those  who  would  be  managers  then  so  be  it.  The  more  people 
looking  out  for  our  resources  the  better.  It  kind  of  makes  you 
wonder  why  the  MNR  is  so  bent  on  keeping  First  Nations  out  of  the 
resource  business. 

Harassed 

There's  no  question  Nawash  is  being  harassed  into  signing  a 
licence  that  is  unconstitutional.  If  you  would  like  to  add  your 
objections  to  the  ones  we  have  made  already,  here  are  some  fax 
numbers  . . . 

Premier  Mike  Harris,  fax:  416-325-7702. 

Thomas  O'Grady,  OPP  Commissioner,  fax:  705-329-6195. 

Lyn  McLeod,  Liberal  Leader,  fax:  416-325-9895. 

Marion  Boyd,  NDP  Native  Affairs  critic,  fax:  416-325-7111. 

Hon.  Sheila  Copps,  fax:  613-992-2727. 

Hon.  Ethel  Blondin-Andrews,  fax:  819-953-0944. 

Support  letters  sometimes  get  good  press.  The  fax  number  for  the 
Owen  Sound  Sun  Times  is  519-376-7190.  Send  a copy  to  us  too 
(fax:  519-534-5133) . 

+++++++ 

MNR  Advisory  Committee  stacked  with  sportsmen 

If  you  were  Minister  of  Natural  Resources  for  a day  and  you  were 
given  the  job  of  picking  a group  of  people  to  help  you  spend  $43 
million  on  the  environment,  who  would  you  pick  . . . someone  from 
the  Canadian  Environmental  Law  Association  perhaps,  or  the 
Federation  of  Ontario  Naturalists  or  a respected  biologist  or 
two?  How  about  a balanced  mix  of  environmentalists,  sportsmen, 
commercial  operators.  First  Nations  and  the  general  public? 

Well,  perhaps  those  ideas  make  too  much  common  sense  for  Chris 
Hodgson,  Harris's  Minister  of  Natural  Resources.  When  Bill  26 
(the  infamous  "Ominous"  Bill)  created  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Fund 
out  of  sporting  licence  fees  and  fines,  we  knew  it  was  only  a 
matter  of  time  before  Hodgson  gave  the  job  to  his  buddies  in  the 
hook  and  bullet  fraternity.  And  boy,  did  he  ever.  Here  are  his 
appointments : 

Phil  Morlock  (Chairman):  Whitney  Ontario  lodge  operator  and 
national  marketing  director  for  Shimano  Canada  (a  tackle 
manufacturing  company  and  a major  contributor  to  the  OFAH). 

Morlock  was  a vocal  member  of  the  panel  of  sportsmen  who  bashed 
First  Nations  use  of  resources  at  a meeting  in  Pembroke,  February 
10,  1992.  The  kick-off  speaker  was  Mike  Harris. 

Charles  Alexander  of  Dryden,  a past  president  of  the  OFAH  and  a 
member  of  Hunting  Heritage/Hunting  Futures,  a sportsmen's 
"think-tank"  (an  oxymoron  if  ever  there  was  one). 


Gary  Ball  of  Peterborough , a regular  contributor  of  Ontario 
Fisherman  and  the  past  editor  of  Angler  and  Hunter  magazine  in 
which  he  once  referred  to  First  Nation  communities  as 
"dysfunctional"  and  "in  a shambles." 

Walt  Crawford  of  Elora  serves  on  the  Ontario  Council  and  the 
national  board  of  Trout  Unlimited. 

Sandy  Dickson  of  Atikokan,  co-owner  of  Canoe  Canada  Outfitters. 

Brian  Dykstra  of  Marten  River,  president  of  the  Marten  River 
Association  of  Tourist  Camp  Operators  and  a past  vice-president 
of  the  Northern  Ontario  Tourist  Outfitters  Association. 

Sandi  Johnson  of  London,  Ontario  is  a technician  a the  University 
of  Western  Ontario  Zoology  Department  and  a founding  member  of 
the  Long  Point  Waterfowlers  Association.  She  is  also  married  to 
Davison  Ankney,  past  president  of  OFAH  and  co-researcher  with 
Philippe  Rushton  at  Western. 

Patrick  Kennedy  of  Haliburton,  vice-president  of  the  Haliburton 
Highlands  Outdoors  Association. 

lack  Newton  of  Huntsville,  founder  and  president  of  the  Ontario 
Hunt  Camps  Association  and  co-founder  of  the  Wildlife  Feeding 
Program. 

George  Purvis  of  Gore  Bay,  a commercial  fishing  operator  and  past 
president  of  the  Ontario  Fish  Producers  Association. 

Duncan  Sinclair  of  Aylmer,  a director,  trustee  and  past  president 
of  Ducks  Unlimited. 

These  people  will  be  advising  Chris  Hodgson  in  several  key  areas: 
the  distribution  of  funds  from  the  $43  million  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Fund, 

the  distribution  of  other  funds  from  consolidated  revenue 
for  fish  and  wildlife  management, 

setting  of  licence  fees,  fines  and  royalties, 

other  policies  or  programs  related  to  fish  and  wildlife. 

But  all  this  power  is  not  enough  for  the  Ontario  Federation  of 
Anglers  and  Hunters.  In  a letter  to  Ron  Vrancourt,  the  Deputy 
Minister  of  Natural  Resources,  Rick  Morgan,  the  vice-president 
of  the  OFAH  recommends  the  MNR  stop  wasting  its  time  consulting 
with  "an  array  of  organizations"  on  wildlife  issues  and  simply 
have  a nice  cozy  chat  with  the  folks  at  OFAH. 

+++++++ 

Art  imitates  life  - Tory  forestry  policy. 

Recent  Court  decisions  do  not  negate  Native  rights 

In  spite  of  headlines  in  the  Globe  and  Mail,  the  Toronto  Star  and 
a host  of  local  dailies,  recent  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  decisions 
in  Van  der  Peet,  Gladstone  and  NTC  Smokehouse  do  NOT  negate  First 
Nations'  commercial  fishing  rights. 

What  the  Court  did  was  set  out  the  tests  First  Nations  must  meet 
if  they  are  to  prove  they  have  aboriginal  and  treaty  rights  to 
fish  commercially.  For  example,  according  to  the  Court,  Natives 
must  prove  that  fishing  for  commerce  was  practiced  before  contact 
and  that  it  is  an  activity  central  to  their  culture. 

In  their  judgment,  the  majority  of  the  Supreme  Court  judges  dwelt 
a lot  on  reconciliation  - how  Native  aboriginal  and  treaty  rights 
must  be  "reconciled"  with  the  rest  of  Canada.  (By  the  way,  the 
Court  split  along  gender  lines  - the  men  in  the  majority;  the  two 
women  members  arguing  for  a more  generous  and  liberal 
interpretation  of  the  law.)  But  in  their  reliance  on 
"reconciliation"  as  the  way  in  which  they  would  resolve  rights 
issues,  the  men  missed  the  point.  It  is  not  reconciliation  that 
is  needed,  but  recognition,  restitution  and  respect  - recognition 
of  ancient  rights  and  the  harm  Canada  has  done  to  deny  them; 
restitution  for  that  harm,  or  at  least  the  good  grace  not  to 


interfere  with  the  modern  practice  of  those  rights;  and  respect 
for  those  who  have  a constitutional  right  to  practice  them. 

First  Nations  in  Canada  are  relying  on  their  constitutional 
rights  to  natural  resources  to  regenerate  ancient  economies  in 
a way  that  will  sustain  both  their  members  and  the  resources. 

This  is  perhaps  the  only  respectful  way  out  of  the  little  boxes 
Canada  has  put  First  Nations  in.  Believe  me,  after  sitting  in  on 
six  years  of  negotiations  between  the  Ontario  Ministry  of  Natural 
Resources  and  the  Chippewas  of  Nawash,  I know  how  hard  it  was  for 
a First  Nation  before  the  recent  Supreme  Court  decisions.  The 
behaviour  of  governments  and  non-Native  stakeholders  around 
Native  rights  issues  leave  no  room  for  reconciliation,  let  alone 
recognition,  restitution  and  respect. 

The  real  question  for  Canadians  (at  least  those  of  us  who  are  not 
lawyers)  is  not  the  one  the  Court  asks.  It  is  not:  "Can  First 
Nations  prove  aboriginal  and  treaty  rights  to  fish  commercially?" 

It  is:  "What  is  it  about  us  that  allows  us  to  take  away  the 
rights  of  the  first  peoples  and  then,  a hundred  or  so  years 
later,  to  make  them  prove  they  had  these  same  rights  before  we 
even  got  here?"  +++++++ 

Official  derby  pamphlet  slanders  Nawash 

"Of  course  the  unregulated  native  fishery  on  the  great 
lakes  continues  to  be  on  the  forefront  for  all  of  us. 

...  The  natives  don't  want  stocking  or  Salmon.  This  is 
difficult  to  understand  in  light  of  the  fact  that  the 
presence  of  Lake  Trout  is  solely  due  to  MNR  stocking 
programs  funded  by  Ontario  taxpayers.  ...  We  must 
continue  our  stocking  programs  if  we  want  to  protect 
a recreational  fishery  in  Georgian  Bay  and  the  Great 
Lakes . " 

lust  when  we  thought  the  local  sportsmen  were  learning  some 
manners,  we  read  this  in  the  Sydenham  Sportsmen's  Association's 
official  pamphlet  for  the  Salmon  Spectacular. 

The  diatribe  is  signed  by  the  co-chairs  of  the  derby  - Mike 
Garvey,  Fred  Geberdt  and  lohn  Ford,  a teacher  in  the  Owen  Sound 
area.  Below  this  note  are  the  logos  of  the  derby  sponsors:  CFOS 
(the  voice  of  Owen  Sound),  the  Owen  Sound  Sun  Times  newspaper. 

Bell  Canada,  Schneiders,  Algonquin  Breweries,  Shoreland'r,  AC 
Delco  (a  trademark  of  GM),  Princecraft,  Evinrude,  Formosa  Mutual 
Insurance  and  Berkley  Trilene. 

Chief  Ralph  Akiwenzie  has  written  a letter  to  the  heads  of  all 
of  these  companies  reminding  them  of  the  Fairgrieve  decision  and 
pointing  out  that  the  Sydenham  Sportsmen's  Association  has  been 
among  those  groups  lobbying  against  the  recognition  of  Nawash 
commercial  fishing  rights.  He  also  points  out  the  errors  in  the 
message. 

Nawash  fishermen  are  controlled  by  the  Band  (by-law  13-96  to  be 
precise) . Nawash  is  not  opposed  to  stocking  lake  trout,  but  it 
has  serious  concerns  about  how  the  MNR  is  doing  it  (using  hybrids 
until  recently  and  stocking  hatchery-raised  fingerlings  in  areas 
already  hard  pressed  by  anglers  and  commercial  fishermen).  Nawash 
shares  the  concerns  of  biologists  about  stocking  with  "exotics" 
such  as  Chinook  salmon  which  are  voracious  and  which,  biologists 
suspect,  eat  the  very  lake  trout  the  MNR  is  stocking  area  waters 
with.  The  Sydenham  Sportsmen's  Association  stocks  the  waters  of 
Georgian  Bay  with  Chinook  every  year. 

Chief  Akiwenzie  makes  it  clear  to  the  CEOs  that  the  message  of 
the  Sydenham  Sportsmen's  Association  is  prejudicial  to  the 
constitutional  rights  of  Nawash  fishermen  and  the  attempts  of  the 
First  Nation  to  re-establish  its  commercial  fishery  as  the  basis 
of  a revitalized  economy.  He  then  asks  them  if  they  endorsed  this 
slander  and,  if  not,  if  they  would  repudiate  its  message. 

If  you  would  like  to  add  your  voice  to  the  Chief's,  here  are  some 
fax  numbers.  We  are  particularly  concerned  about  the  apparent 


endorsement  of  the  Sydenham  Sportsmen's  Association's  message  by 
the  local  media. 

Mr.  Ross  Kentner,  General  Manager  CFOS  (fax:  519-371-9683) 

Mr.  3im  Merriam,  Editor,  Owen  Sound  Sun  Times  (fax:  376-7190). 

The  new  President  of  Southam  is  Don  Babick  (fax:  416-442-2173) 

Stew  Low,  Director,  Public  Relations,  General  Motors 
Canada  (AC  Delco  fax:  905-644-3830) 

Even  Hayter,  President,  Algonquin  Brewery  (fax:  519-367-5414) 

Douglas  Dodds,  President,  Schneiders  (fax:  519-885-8918) 

3ohn  McLennan,  President,  Bell  Canada  (fax:  514-870-9519) 

Len  Metcalfe,  President,  Formosa  Mutual  Insurance  (fax:  519-367-5491) 

Addresses  for  the  sporting  goods  manufacturers  are  . . . 

Hank  Bowman,  President,  Outboard  Marine  Corp.  (Evinrude), 

200  Seahorse  Dr.  Waukegan,  111.,  60085,  USA. 

Marcel  Dubois,  President,  Princecraft,  65  St.  Herni  St., 

Princeville,  PQ,  G6L  5E4. 

Randy  Ford,  President,  Great  Lakes  Tackle  (Walker  Downrigger), 

RR  2,  Collingwood,  Ontario,  L94  3Z1. 

Brent  Tarr,  Director  of  Marketing,  Outdoor  Technologies  Canada 
(Berkley  Trilene),  815  Philip  St.,  Portage  La  Prairie,  MB,  R1N  3C5. 

+++++++ 

Please  copy  & distribute  this  document  freely  ...  Sept./96 
fax:  519-534-2130  phone:  519-534-5133 
David  McLaren,  Nawash  Communications 

"RE : ICWA  Fight  to  Begin  Anew"  

Date:  Tue,  08  Oct  1996  12:43:08 
From:  Karen  3 Gould  <Karen3G(3gnn . com> 

Sub j : ICWA  Fight  to  begin  anew... 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Senator  McCain's  bill  amending  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  along  the 
lines  suggested  by  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  is  now 
officially  dead.  The  House  failed  to  pass  it  before  ending  the  legislative 
session  of  the  104th  Congress,  so  a new  bill  must  be  introduced  in  the 
105th  Congress. 

It  is  expected  that  Senator  McCain  will  do  this,  however  details  of  when 
and  how  are  not  known. 

Senator  McCain's  bill  provided  for  timely  notice  of  tribes  when  an  India 
Child  is  being  placed  for  adoption  or  foster  care,  and  for  criminal 
penalties  for  lawyers  and  adoption  agencies  who  mis-represent  the  heritage 
of  an  Indian  Child  to  avoid  the  application  of  the  ICWA.  These  are 
important  improvements  in  the  ICWA,  and  should  be  included  in  any  new  bill 
introduced  in  the  105th  Congress. 

Many  people  also  would  like  to  see  a specific  prohibition  of  the  use  of 
the  "Existing  Indian  Family"  doctrine  in  any  new  bill  as  well.  This 
doctrine  has  been  used  by  the  courts  to  rule  that  the  ICWA  doesn't  apply 
to  children  who  are  not  part  of  an  "existing  indian  family."  Various 
definitions  of  an  "existing  indian  family"  have  been  used  in  such  cases; 
the  bill  introduced  by  Rep.  Pryce  would  have  codified  her  definition  of  an 
"existing  indian  family"  as  one  who  "maintains  significant  social, 
cultural,  or  political  ties  to  the  tribe  of  which  they  are  a member." 

(What  constituted  "significant...  ties"  was  left  to  the  imagination.)  This 
would  have  severely  weakened  the  ICWA,  as  well  as  being  a direct  assault 
on  tribal  sovereignty,  since  it  would  have  meant  that  a tribe  can't  even 


decide  for  themselves  who  is  and  who  isn't  a member  of  the  tribe. 

It  is  important  to  stay  updated  on  this  issue,  because  the  forces  who 
tried  to  weaken  both  the  ICWA  and  tribal  sovereignty  are  still  out  there, 
and  now  also  have  a chance  to  reintroduce  *their*  bill.  Representative 
Pryce  would  still  like  to  see  state  courts  given  the  power  to  determine 
who  is  and  who  isn't  an  "Indian  Child"  protected  under  ICWA. 

I will  send  more  information  about  plans  for  the  105th  Congress,  and  what 
supporters  of  the  ICWA  can  do  to  help,  as  soon  as  it  is  available!  (Which 
might  not  be  until  January,  given  that  most  members  are  out  campaigning.) 

In  the  meantime,  I will  leave  the  information  regarding  the  recently 
deceased  bills  available  at  my  website: 

http : //members . gnn . com/ karen jg/ICWA_Info/ homepage . htm 

I would  also  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  call  for  comments  about  this 
issue,  these  bills  and  any  future  bills,  from  knowledgeable  individuals  or 
organizations  for  inclusion  in  the  site  when  it  is  updated. 

Karen  I.  Gould 

Life  is  a Rorschach  test.  It's  what  you  make  of  it  that  counts. 

- — "RE:  A Letter  from  Leavenworth"  

Date:  Sat,  5 Oct  1996  15:28:25  -0400 
From:  aconcert@carroll . com  (UNC&LE) 

Sub j : A letter  from  Leavenworth 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  a letter  postmarked  20  Sept.  1996 


Frank  Cournoyer,  #07762-073 
P.0.  Box  1000 
Leavenworth,  Kansas 
66048 

Hello  Doe, 

We  are  working  hard  to  build  a support  network  here.  We  need  help  from 
there;  to  develop  an  an  educational  program  for  Indian  inmates.  Out  of 
about  2,000  inmates  here  we  have  about  50-60  of  us  American  Indians. 

This  program  will  help  with  individual  growth  and  self-esteem.  For  the 
younger  brothers  it  goes  deeper.  This  program  will  also  give  hope  for  a 
better  future.  We  don't  want  any  prisoners  who  are  released  to  get  into 
trouble  and  be  put  back  here. 

Our  programs  depends  on  outsiders  coming  in  from  different  tribes  to  come 
in  and  teach.  Topics  include  (But  are  not  limited  to):  culture,  history, 
prophecies,  religious  belief,  law  and  legal  issues  concerning  all  topics 
mentioned . 

Our  main  problem  is  that  as  inmates  we  cannot  solicit  funds  to  bring  in 
elders  and  people  of  knowledge  and  experience.  We  need  groups  that  will 
assist  us  to  help  the  Indian  population. 

There  are  a lot  of  important  issues  riding  on  our  efforts  here.  Please  let 
people  know  we  need  help  in  doing  this  and  ask  them  to  contact  our  group, 
c/o  Frank  Cournoyer,  #07762-073,  P.0.  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  66048. 
Mittakuye  Oysin, 

Frank  Cournoyer 


Frank  Cournoyer  is  of  Ihanktonwan  Dakota  Oyate,  a Yankton  Sioux  Indian, 
serving  time  in  Leavenworth  Federal  Penitentiary.  I am  waiting  him  to  let  him 
know  I have  posted  an  excerpt  from  his  letter  to  the  Native  groups  on  the 
internet  with  hopes  he  will  find  people  and  groups  willing  to  help  him 
help  his  fellow  inmates  directly. 

Thank  you  for  you  time  and  consideration  in  this  matter. 

Doe  <aconcert@carroll . com> 


RE:  Tobacco  Seed  Bank 


Date:  Thu,  3 Oct  1996  15:31:58  -0600 
From:  jwinter@unm.edu  (joseph  c winter) 

Sub j : tobacco  seed  bank  and  education  program 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Hello  everyone,  it's  time  for  another  reminder  about  the  traditional 
tobacco  seeds  and  leaves  available  from  our  program  at  the  University  of 
New  Mexico.  Sorry  for  cross-posting,  but  it's  important  that  the  message 
get  out  to  the  most  people,  since  we  have  discovered  that  there  is  a 
tremendous  need  in  the  native  community  for  traditional  tobacco.  The  use 
of  commercial  tobacco  by  native  youth  is  skyrocketing,  and  one  of  the 
reasons,  we  believe,  is  because  sacred  traditional  tobacco  is  becoming 
harder  and  harder  to  find,  so  commercial  tobacco  is  being  used  in  its 
place  for  ceremonies  and  prayers.  This  legitimizes  the  use  of  commercial 
tobacco,  and  gives  a bad  message  to  the  kids.  Therefore,  our  program: 

1.  provides  traditional  tobacco  seeds  to  any  Native  American  requesting 
them,  so  they  can  grow  their  own  for  personal  traditional  uses 

2.  provides  small  bags  of  traditional  tobacco  to  individuals,  pow  wows, 
prison  inmates,  ceremonies,  tribal  meetings,  and  other  people  and  events 
in  need  of  it  for  prayers  and  ceremonies.  This  part  of  our  program  is 
growing  by  leaps  and  bounds,  thanks  to  people  like  Gary  Night  Owl  Smith 
who  distribute  our  small  traditional  tobacco  bags  and  our  brochures  at  pow 
wows.  We  will  also  be  supplying  1500  bags  to  the  Gathering  of  Nations  Pow 
Wow  here  in  Albuquerque,  in  the  spring.  Also,  the  prison  part  of  the 
program  is  becoming  especially  important,  since  native  men  and  women  in 
prison  often  do  not  have  access  to  traditional  tobacco  for  sweats  and 
prayers,  and  some  institutions  are  tobacco-free.  Therefore,  we  are 
supplying  many  prisons  across  the  country  with  traditional  tobacco, 
through  the  chaplains,  spiritual  advisors,  and  support  groups,  for  the 
native  inmates. 

3.  And  last  but  not  least,  we  put  on  tobacco  health  education  programs  for 
the  youth,  and  give  talks,  lectures,  and  papers  concerning  the  negative 
health  effects  of  commercial  tobacco  use  and  the  positive  cultural  values 
of  traditional  tobacco. 

So,  if  you  would  like  to  obtain  traditional  seeds,  of  the  type  used  by 
your  native  group  or  a nearby  one,  or  otherwise  want  to  use  our  services, 
contact  Joseph  Winter  or  Lawrence  Shorty  at  the  following  address,  email, 
and  phone  number.  Thanks  for  all  the  interest  and  support!!! 

P.S.  If  you  have  any  ideas  concerning  other  people  who  might  need 
traditional  tobacco,  please  let  us  know.  For  example,  we  are  wondering  if 
native  AIDS  patients  and  people  in  hospitals  and  hospices  might  have  a 
need  for  it??? 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Joseph  C.  Winter  Phone:  505-277-5853 

Director,  Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco  FAX:  505-277-6726 

Seed  Bank  and  Education  Program  email : jwinter@unm . edu 

University  of  New  Mexico 
1717  Lomas  Blvd  NE 
Albuquerque,  NM  87131  USA 

http://www.treaty7.org/friends/tnat/tnat . htm 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  AISESnet,  Triballaw  Chiapas-L  & NATIVE-L 
list servers;  Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture. native, alt . native; 

UUCP  & genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Who  among  men  and  creatures  could  not  live  without  the  Sun  Father? 

For  his  light  brings  day,  warms  and  gladdens  the  Earth  Mother  with 
rain  which  flows  forth  in  the  water  we  drink.  And  that  causes  the 
flesh  of  the  Earth  Mother  to  yield  seeds  abundantly." 

Zuni  wisdom 
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+_  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe,  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  j 
| of  the  Republic  \ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Ah-gee-nah-noo-gah ! (I  am  angry!) 

Dancers!  Listen  to  me!  This  is  a thing  that  means  much  to  me,  and 
much  to  the  elders  I talk  to. 

I have  seen  more  dropped  hawk  and  eagle  feathers  this  year  than  I can 
recall  in  all  the  years  before.  This  is  NOT  acceptable!  As  I ask  elders 
and  dancers  from  other  parts  of  the  country  they  say  this  is  also  true 
there.  This  must  NOT  continue. 

You  may  have  been  taught  otherwise,  but  I have  been  taught  the  feathers 
of  these  winged  warriors  represent  warriors  here  on  Turtle  Island,  and  when 
one  drops  it  means  we  have  lost  another  warrior.  Consider  what  this  means 
and  tie  your  feathers  well.  Check  your  regalia  before  every  gathering  and 
check  it  for  loose  feathers  throughout.  As  a dancer,  that  is  one  of  your 
responsibilities.  Honor  it! 

I am  even  more  distressed  by  what  I am  hearing.  I have  heard  many 
young  dancers  refer  to  "their"  feathers.  Get  out  of  that  way  of  thinking. 
Like  any  Sacred  gift,  you  carry  these  for  the  People.  They  are  NOT  yours. 
They  are  entrusted  to  you.  Honor  that  trust. 

If  you  can  not  honor  the  trust  carrying  these  feathers  represents,  if  you 
cannot  find  it  in  your  heart  to  respect  them  as  you  should,  then  have  the 
respect  for  your  Elders  and  Warriors  to  remove  them  from  your  regalia 
until  you  have  grown  enough  in  Spirit  and  Honor  to  do  so. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 
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"RE : 400  Million  Indigenous  Peoples"  

Date:  Wed,  09  Oct  96  14:06:17  EST 
From:  "Glen  WELKER"  <gwelker@mail . lmi . org> 

Sub j : 400  Million  Indigenous  Peoples  in  the  World  are  Peoples  too 
Source:  http: //www. soft a id . net /cathy/ vs ister/nawherc /peoples . html 
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What  is  the  "s"  Issue  all  About? 

When  the  United  Nations  was  formed  in  1946,  its  Charter  guaranteed  all 
peoples  certain  fundamental  rights  and  freedoms.  The  colonizing  nations 
who  created  the  U.N.  did  not  want  to  acknowledge  that  the  worlds 
indigenous  peoples  also  had  human,  social,  cultural,  civil  and  political 
rights,  so  they  decided  to  call  indigenous  peoples  "minorities"  and 
"insular  populations".  Under  U.N.  documents,  "minorities"  and 
"populations"  are  not  entitled  to  the  same  rights  and  protections  which 
are  guaranteed  to  "peoples". 

For  15  years,  indigenous  leaders  from  all  over  the  world  have  been 
working  to  get  the  U.N.  to  pass  the  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of 
Indigenous  Peoples.  The  Declaration  passed  the  U.N.  Working  Group  and  the 
U.N.  Subcommission  on  Human  Rights  in  1994.  It  is  now  at  the  U.N. 

Commission  on  Human  Rights.  Several  nations  at  the  U.N.  are  trying  to  kill 
the  Declaration  by  writing  their  own  new  document  at  the  Commission  level. 

We  need  your  help  to  stop  this  effort. 

The  "s"  Issue 

Some  nations  in  the  U.N.  want  to  refer  to  indigenous  peoples  as  "people". 
They  do  not  want  the  "s"  on  peoples  because  if  the  "s"  is  added,  it  means 
that  indigenous  peoples  will  have  collective  rights.  These  colonizing 
nations  do  not  want  to  provide  indigenous  cultures  and  tribes  to  have 
collective  rights  to  their  traditional  lands. 

PEOPLE  have  individual  rights. 

PEOPLES  have  collective  rights  to  their  lands,  natural  resources  and 
other  collective  endeavors  including  their  right  to  pray  together,  live 
together  and  develop  an  economic  system  together. 

All  indigenous  peoples  live  as  cultural  units.  It  doesn't  make  sense  to 
say  that  one  individual  is  an  Indian  - but  they  can't  part  of  the  tribe. 

We  need  your  help. 

What  you  can  do: 

1.  Contact  your  government  and  tell  them  to  support  the  Declaration  on  the 
Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  as  passed  by  the  Subcommission  in  1994; 

2.  Tell  your  government  to  support  using  the  term  'indigenous  Peoples'  in 
all  U.N.  documents,  including  the  Beijing  documents. 

Why  the  "s"  on  Peoples  is  critical  for  Indigenous  Peoples 

Despite  the  Western  States'  accepting  of  self-determination  as  a 
governing  principle  in  the  determination  of  European  States,  they  have 
rejected  its  relevance  with  respect  to  Indigenous  Peoples.  The 
international  community  has  accepted  the  right  of  self-determination  as  a 
governing  principle  and  including  it  in  all  major  UN  resolutions  and 
conventions,  including  the  UN  Charter.  The  Charter  also  requires  members 
of  the  UN  with  peoples  who  have  not  yet  attained  a full  measure  of  self- 
determination  to  recognize  that  "the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of 
these  territories  are  paramount".  The  principle  of  self-determination  is 
not  a vague  term.  The  1960  UN  General  Assembly  resolution  on  the 
"Declaration  on  the  Granting  of  Independence  to  Colonial  Countries  and 
Peoples"  defined  the  right  to  self-determination  within  the  Charter.  The 
Declaration  states  that  "the  subjection  of  peoples  to  alien  subjugation, 
domination,  and  exploitation  constitutes  a denial  of  fundamental  human 
rights  and  is  contrary  to  the  Charter  of  the  UN".  Peoples  have  a right  to 
self-determination  under  International  Law  norms.  It  is  an  established 
standard  of  international  law  and  it's  existence  is  independent  of  the 
exactness  of  its  definition. 

Indigenous  Peoples  are  calling  for  the  right  to  decolonize.  Indigenous 
Peoples'  right  to  freely  and  voluntarily  choose  our  destiny  through  an 
informed  and  democratic  process  is  a right  guaranteed  to  all  Peoples 
except  Indigenous  Peoples.  Article  3 of  the  Draft  Declaration  on  the 
Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  had  set  out  the  right  in  a clear  and  concise 
manner.  However,  many  state-governments  are  opposed  to  the  present 
declaration  and  want  to  redraft  the  declaration  in  their  own  light. 

The  main  stumbling  block  concerns  the  use  of  "peoples".  State 


governments  like  Canada,  United  States  of  America,  Australia,  New  Zealand 
and  other  settler  states  are  asserting  that  Indigenous  Peoples  are  not 
"Peoples"  under  the  norms  of  International  law.  These  settler  States 
assert  that  the  use  of  the  word  Peoples  implies  a right  to  self- 
determination  which  unclear  and  vague  leading  to  misuse.  For  this  reason, 
they  have  tried  to  derail  the  declaration. 

There  is  a distinction  between  states  under  colonial  control  and 
minorities  calling  for  secession  from  an  existing  state.  There  has  been  an 
accepted  international  law  norm  that  Peoples  under  foreign  domination 
fall  within  the  category  of  those  having  a right  of  self-determination.  W. 
Ofuatey-Kod joe  defines  "self"  as  a self-conscience  politically  coherent 
community  that  is  under  the  political  subjugation  of  another  community. 

The  common  requirement  of  "self"  and  "peoples"  is  that  a community  must 
exist  that  is  geographically,  culturally  and  politically  distinct  from  a 
second  entity. 

Indigenous  Peoples  are  Peoples  not  minorities.  We  maintain  our  right  to 
consent  to  our  future.  We  cannot  be  forced  by  colonization,  enslavement  or 
seizure  into  the  fabric  of  a settler  state.  We  continue  to  maintain  our 
right  to  consent  as  peoples  to  our  future  for  the  children  yet  unborn. 

Disseminated  at  the  UN  Fourth  World  Conference  on  Women 

"RE : Gifts  to  AISES"  

Date:  Fri,  11  Oct  1996  21:10:02  -0600 

From:  Ime  Salazar  <salazari@stripe. Colorado. edu> 

Sub j : CFC  and  United  Way  Gifts  to  AISES 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

Dear  AISES  Members  and  Friends, 

Flelp  AISES  spread  the  word!  All  of  our  AISES  programs  and 
scholarships  are  made  possible  through  your  generous  support.  And,  the  CFC 
and  United  Way  are  a convenient  way  to  give.  Please  take  time  to  share  this 
information  with  friends  on  your  personal  networks.  Please  visit  our  new 
website,  http://www.colorado.edu. AISES  for  information  on  other  AISES  giving 
programs ...  READ  ON 

October,  1996 

Dear  AISES  Members  and  Friends: 

"Sagoli"  or  greetings  from  AISES!  Now  that  Fall  is  here,  you  will  have 
your  annual  opportunity  to  contribute  to  a variety  of  nonprofit 
organizations  through  such  "umbrella"  organizations  as  the  Combined  Federal 
Campaign  --  for  most  federal  employees  --  and  the  United  Way,  for  most 
corporations  and  individuals.  Your  company/agency  or  your  community  will 
likely  be  soliciting  you  soon  for  one  of  these  giving  programs.  While  we  do 
not  wish  to  intrude  upon  your  private  giving  decisions,  we  do  want  you  to 
know  that  in  many  cases  it  is  possible  to  designate  your  gift,  or  a portion 
of  it,  to  AISES. 

For  the  Combined  Federal  Campaign  (CFC),  the  process  is  relatively 
straight  forward  and  standard.  AISES  should  be  listed  in  your  CFC  directory 
as  charity  number  0833.  On  the  pledge  card  there  is  a section  labeled 
"Designated  Gifts";  you  need  only  fill  in  0833  as  the  agency  number  and  the 
designated  amount.  An  alternate  agency  is  AISSI,  the  American  Indian  Support 
Society  Inc.,  which  is  agency  number  0856.  AISSI  is  administered  by 
long-time  AISES  friend.  Bob  French,  and  virtually  all  the  funds  are 
channeled  to  AISES. 

In  regard  to  the  United  Way,  there  are  over  1,000  organizations  across  the 
country;  each  has  its  own  rules  and  regulations.  However,  many  allow  you  to 
direct  or  designate  all  or  a portion  of  the  gift  to  a valid  non-profit,  such 
as  AISES.  It  is  not  necessary  for  AISES  to  be  listed  as  a local  United  Way 
agency.  There  is  usually  a section  on  the  back  of  the  pledge  card  for  this 
purpose.  To  designate  AISES  you  would  need  to  write  in  our  name  and  address. 
In  some  cases,  especially  with  some  corporate  campaigns,  it  may  be  necessary 
to  request  and  fill  out  a separate  card.  Please  see  the  samples  of  pledge 
cards  enclosed. 


All  of  our  AISES  programs  and  all  of  our  scholarships  are  made  possible  by 
the  support  of  our  many  AISES  members  and  friends  . We  sincerely  appreciate 
this  generosity;  it  allows  us  to  continue  and  expand  our  important  work. 
Thank  you  for  considering  this  additional  avenue  of  giving.  Please  also 
visit  our  AISES  website  (http://www.colorado.edu/AISES)  for  information  on 
other  AISES  giving  programs. 

Sincerely, 

Norbert  S.  Hill,  Dr.  (Oneida) 

Executive  Director 

"RE : Byrd  loins  Controversial  Suit"  

Date:  Sun,  06  Oct  1996  09:01:50  -0500 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : FYI--Byrd  loins  Controversial  Suit  on  Nepotism 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 

The  following  article  was  published  October  5,  1996  in  the  Muskogee 
Daily  Phoenix.  It  was  written  by  Phoenix  Staff  Writer,  Donna  Hales. 

The  following  note  was  added  to  it:  What's  Next- -A  nepotism  lawsuit 
seeking  the  ouster  of  a Cherokee  Nation  district  judge  because  her 
mother  has  been  sworn  in  as  a tribal  councilor  will  be  heard  at  10:30 
a.m.  today  by  the  ludicial  Appeals  Tribunal  in  Cherokee  Nation  District 
Court  in  Tahlequah. 

Cherokee  Nation  Principal  Chief  loe  Byrd  joined  a controversial 
suit  that  goes  before  the  tribe's  highest  court  today  and  is  siding 
against  the  court. 

The  ludicial  Appeals  Tribunal  suspended  Tina  Iordan  as  tribal 
district  judge  on  September  20,  three  days  after  her  mother  Tina  Glory, 
had  been  sworn  in  as  a tribal  councilor. 

The  Tribunal  had  ruled  in  August  that  if  Tina  Glory  was  sworn  in  as 
a councilor  that  Iordan  would  not  be  eligible  to  serve  as  district 
judge. 

Tribal  nepotism  law  states  anyone  related  to  a councilor  in  the 
first  degree  cannot  be  employed  by  the  tribe  "in  any  capacity." 

After  Glory  was  sworn  in  on  September  17,  and  Iordan  didn't  resign. 
Councilor  Barbara  Starr  Scott  asked  the  high  court  to  remove  her. 

Byrd  filed  a motion  Friday  through  tribal  attorney  lim  Wilcoxen 
contending  the  high  court  has  no  right  to  hear  Scott;s  suit,  that  only 
the  council  can  remove  a judge. 

Iordan's  attorney,  Donn  Baker,  brother  of  Councilor  Bill  Baker, 
said  Iordan  should  not  be  allowed  any  other  contracts  while  her  mother 
is  a councilor,  but  claims  her  present  contract  shouldn't  be  affected. 

Baker  contends  Iordan  should  be  grandfathered  in  for  the  term  of 
her  present  four-year  contract  signed  by  former  Chief  Wilma  Mankiller  in 
Duly  1995,  just  before  Mankiller  left  office.  He  also  argues  that  only 
the  council  can  remove  a judge. 

Scott  contends  it  would  be  the  council's  place  to  remove  Iordan  if 
she  were  guilty  of  certain  acts  spelled  out  in  tribal  law,  but  that  the 
high  court  can  enforce  the  nepotism  law. 

The  dilemma  has  caused  a rift  in  the  tribe  and  resulted  in  recall 
petitions  being  circulated  for  councilors  Harold  DeMoss  and  Bill  Baker, 
who  allegedly  spearheaded  the  drive  for  Glory's  appointment,"  said  David 
Cornsilk,  editor  of  the  Cherokee  Observer. 

The  Cherokee  Elders  Council  contends  councilors  who  voted  for 
Glory's  appointment  while  Iordan  still  was  employed  showed  disrespect 
for  the  high  court's  August  ruling  and  question  if  those  councilors 
shouldn't  be  impeached. 

*******The  END************ 

The  ludicial  Appeals  Tribunal  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  issued  the 
following  orders  connected  with  this  case  on  October  4,  1996. 


IN  THE  1UDICIAL  APPEALS  TRIBUNAL  OF  THE  CHEROKEE  NATION --BARBARA  STARR 
SCOTT,  Plaintiff,  vs.  TINA  IORDAN,  Defendant,  Case  No.  1AT-96-17: 


ORDER 


The  Motion  to  Intervene  filed  by  Paula  Hoder  is  DENIED. 

The  Court  Clerk  of  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  (Supreme  Court)  is 
directed  to  fax  a copy  of  this  Order  to  all  individuals  named  at  the  end 
of  this  letter. 

IT  IS  SO  ORDERED  on  this  4th  day  of  October,  1996. 

Dwight  W.  Birdwell,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Cherokee  Nation 


IN  THE  JUDICIAL  APPEALS  TRIBUNAL  OF  THE  CHEROKEE  NATION, 

BARBARA  STARR  SCOTT,  Plaintiff,  vs.  TINA  JORDAN,  defendant.  Case  No. 
JAT-96-17 . 

ORDER 

The  Motion  to  Intervene  filed  by  Principal  Chief  Joe  Byrd  is 
GRANTED.  James  G.  Wilcoxen,  attorney,  shall  have  an  opportunity  to 
present  the  position  of  Chief  Byrd  at  the  hearing  on  this  matter  which 
will  occur  at  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse  on  Saturday,  October  5, 

1996  at  10:30  a.m.  All  applications  and/or  motions  to  continue  the 
hearing  are  hereby  DENIED. 

The  Court  Clerk  of  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  (Supreme  Court)  is 
directed  to  fax  a copy  of  this  Order  to  all  individuals  named  at  the  end 
of  this  letter. 

IT  IS  SO  ORDERED  on  this  4th  day  of  October,  1996. 

Dwight  W.  Birdwell,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Cherokee  Nation 


NOTE:  The  Tribunal  is  expected  to  render  it's  decision  on  the  October 
5th  hearing  within  one  to  twenty  days. 

"RE : March  Against  Police  Killing"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Oct  1996  18:42:41  -0700 
From:  Brian  Hauk  <bghauk@infomatch.com> 

Sub j : Hundreds  March  Against  Police  Killing  Of  Young  Native  American  in  Iowa 
UUCP  email 

Killing  by  cop  protested 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Hundreds  March  Against  Police  Killing  Of  A Young 
Native  American  In  Iowa 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

BY  DICK  MCALESTER 

DES  MOINES,  Iowa  - Policeman  Tim  Blum  shot  and  killed  Kimberly  Frazier, 
a 29-year-old  Santee  Sioux  Indian,  on  the  porch  of  her  Sioux  City,  Iowa, 
home  March  1.  The  shooting  has  drawn  outrage  from  Native  Americans  in  this 
part  of  the  country. 

More  than  300  Native  Americans  from  Iowa,  Nebraska,  Minnesota,  and 
South  Dakota,  along  with  their  supporters,  marched  through  downtown  Sioux 
City  in  mid-April  protesting  Frazier's  killing. 

Vernon  Bellecourt,  a leader  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  from 
Minneapolis,  said  at  the  protest,  "within  28  seconds,  a marksman  targets 
the  heart  of  Kim  Frazier  and  she's  a victim  of  Sioux  City's  death  squads 
masquerading  as  police  officers." 

The  cops  claimed  they  were  responding  to  a disturbance  at  Frazier's 
home  after  a report  of  a kidnapping  and  that  she  lunged  at  them  with  a 
knife.  Police  prevented  a nurse  who  sought  to  give  aid  to  Frazier  after 
the  shooting  from  reaching  her. 

The  police  department,  the  county  attorney's  office,  and  the  Iowa 
Bureau  of  Criminal  Affairs  all  released  whitewash  reports  clearing  the 
police  of  any  wrong  doing. 

Lousia  Frazier  told  the  media  her  daughter  was  holding  a knife  above 
her  head  and  never  made  a move  toward  any  of  the  10  cops  that  surrounded 
their  house.  "There  were  cops  all  over  with  guns  drawn  and  Kim  was  saying, 
'leave  me  alone,  I didn't  do  anything.' 


"The  police  report  is  nothing  more  than  a blatant  attempt  to  further 
vilify  my  daughter/'  she  said.  "And  justify  the  poor  judgment  and 
indiscriminate  use  of  deadly  force  that  led  to  her  death." 

"There  are  six  unsolved  cases  involving  the  death  of  Indians  in  Sioux 
City/'  protest  leader  Ron  Thomas  said  in  a phone  interview.  Thomas  is  a 
vice-chairman  of  the  Santee  Tribe  of  Nebraska.  He  recalled  the  stabbing 
death  of  his  brother,  Anthony  Thomas,  in  1991.  "The  police  let  him  lie 
there  until  he  died. 

"The  American  Indian  Movement  wants  to  bring  national  attention  of  the 
shooting  of  Kimberly  Frazier  and  shed  light  on  how  the  police,  the  media, 
and  the  city  officials  dragged  her  name  through  the  mud  to  justify  the 
killing,"  Thomas  emphasized. 

Native  American  activists  have  held  weekly  vigils  at  Sioux  City's  War 
Eagle  Monument  to  protest  the  killing  of  Kim  Frazier. 

To  get  an  introductory  12-week  subscription  to  the  Militant  in  the 
U.S.,  send  $10  US  to:  The  Militant,  410  West  Street,  New  York,  NY  10014. 
For  subscription  rates  to  other  countries,  send  e-mail  to 
themilitant@igc.apc.org  or  write  to  the  above  address. 

"RE : Oneidas  Propose  Land  Claims  Summit"  

Date:  Thu,  10  Oct  1996  21:11:09  GMT 
From:  jhouse9409@gnn.com  (Do  Anne  House) 

Sub j : Release  - Wisconsin  Oneidas  Propose  Land  Claims  Summit 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

For  release:  Thursday,  October  10,  1996 

Contact:  William  Gollnick,  414.869.4033 

WISCONSIN  ONEIDAS  PROPOSE  LAND  CLAIMS  SUMMIT  WITH  STATE,  NEW  YORK  & 
THAMES  ONEIDAS  AND  U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  INTERIOR 

ALBANY,  NY--The  Oneida  Tribe  of  Wisconsin  today  announced  it  had 
delivered  letters  of  invitation  to  the  governor  of  New  York  , New 
York  and  Thames  Oneida  leadership  and  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Interior  Tuesday  (10/8),  formally  requesting  the  governments  commit 
to  a land  claims  Summit  in  the  coming  weeks. 

The  Summit's  goal  is  to  establish  a "framework  agreement"  on  the 
major  remaining  issues  delaying  settlement  of  the  Oneida's 
250,000-acre  land  claim  in  New  York  state.  According  to  the 
Wisconsin  Oneidas  , there  is  a window  of  opportunity  for  the  groups 
to  continue  negotiations. 

The  land  claim  covers  Madison  and  Oneida  counties  in  central  New 
York  state.  Settlement  of  the  land  claim,  the  Wisconsin  Oneidas 
say,  can  positively  benefit  hundreds  of  thousands  of  New  Yorkers 
and  Oneidas  and  will  lift  the  cloud  over  the  future  of  many 
non-Oneida  land  owners  in  the  claim  area. 

Negotiations  over  the  largest  Indian  land  claim  in  the  United 
States  began  13  months  ago  when  Gov.  Pataki  named  Syracuse 
attorney,  Ian  Farr  as  chief  negotiator.  A 1985  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
decision  found  that  the  New  York,  Wisconsin  and  Thames  Oneidas  are 
all  successors  in  interest  to  the  land  their  ancestors  occupied  in 
New  York  state. 

The  Oneida  Tribe  of  Wisconsin's  General  Tribal  Council  ("GTC"),  the 
ultimate  governing  body  of  the  Tribe,  voted  on  September  16,  1996 
to  begin  acquiring  land  in  New  York  state  to  advance  stalled  land 
claim  negotiations. 

Note  to  reporters:  William  Gollnick,  director  of  Legislative 
Affairs  for  the  Oneida  Tribe  of  Wisconsin  will  be  available  today 
and  Friday  to  comment  on  the  proposed  Summit.  To  speak  with  Mr. 

Gollnick  or  obtain  background  information  about  the  Tribe  or  Oneida 
land  claim,  please  call  414.869.4033 


- "RE:  Hereditary  Chief  Responds"  - 

Date:  Wed,  9 Oct  1996  10:35:16  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Hereditary  Chief  responds  to  $20  million  proposed  settlement  to  MCT 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

News  Release  from  North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach 
and  Resource  Center: 

Below  is  the  response  of  hereditary  Chief  Zah-Sa-Goo-Kwan  to  the  $20 
million  proposed  settlement  for  MCT  claims.  Please  note  the  documentation 
from  the  National  Forests'  Annual  Report  at  the  end  of  this  brief.  The 
revenues  paid  to  the  counties  for  just  one  year  ($2,276,348)  represent  1/4 
of  the  total  revenues  . Total  revenues  for  just  one  year  ($9,105,392)  are 
approximately  of  half  of  the  government's  proposed  settlement.  This  is  the 
reason  that  the  Bureau  is  dragging  its  feet  in  the  leadership  issue  in 
Minnesota  Chippewa  Country.  This  is  why  they  are  feeding  fuel  to  the 
divisions  within  the  reservation  communities  and  the  MCT. 

The  following  brief  has  been  distributed  to  DNR,  the  state,  the  counties, 
the  RBCs,  and  was  hand  delivered  yesterday  the  MCT/TEC  at  the  special 
meeting  in  Hinckley  by  Ozawa  Anaquad. 

Brief  of  Chief  Zah-Sa-Goo-Kwan 
INTRODUCTION 

Comes  now,  Mr.  Ozowa  Anaquad,  English  name,  Mr.  Darrell  Johnson,  Ozawa 
Anaquad  comes  before  you  as  a member  of  the  Anishinaabe  / Chippewa  Nation 
also  as  a personal  representative  of  chief  Zah-Sa-Goo-Kwan,  acting  in  good 
faith  for  the  Anishinaabe  / Chippewa  nations  of  people,  land,  and  waters 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  Anishinaabe  / Chippewa  Nation  domain. 

Chief  Zah-Sa-Goo-Kwan  is  the  great  great  grandson  of  Chief 
Pub-O-Nay-Gee-Shick,  or  Chief  Hole-In-The-Day,  Chief  Zah-Sa-Goo-Kwan  is  the 
Chief  of  Chiefs  of  the  Anishinaabe  / Chippewa  Nation  as  his  grandfathers 
were  before  him.  Chief  Zah-Sa-Goo-Kwan  if  Federally  recognized  by  congress. 
The  United  States  Senate,  and  the  United  States  Federal  Courts,  Chief 
Zah-Sa-Goo-Kwan ' s tribal  status  is  THEREFORE  undisputed. 

FACTS 

Any  acts  pertaining  to  the  lands  held  in  trust  by  the  federal  government 
having  to  do  with  the  Chippewa  nations  forest  need  the  consent  of  the 
Nation  of  the  Anishinaabe  / Chippewa  people  through  their  Chiefs  as  so 
stated  throughout  the  history  of  the  Treaties  between  the  United  States 
Congress  and  the  Anishinaabe  / Chippewa  Nation  of  people. 

"...  The  Supreme  Court  has  used  the  terms  as  "solemn,"  "special,"  and 
"trust"  to  describe  the  government's  relationship  with  Indian  tribes." 
Seminole  Nation,  U.S.  v.  Kagama,  188  U.S.  375,  384  (1186);  Seminole  Nation 
v.  U.  S.  286  (1942). 

MOREOVER:  This  pertains  to  the  Treaty  of  12855,  which  was  agreed  upon  by 
the  two  (2)  forms  of  government,  that  of  the  Anishinaabe  / Chippewa  Nation 
and  the  Federal  government  by  the  Act  of  congress,  Feb.  22.  1855,  Ratified 
on  March  3,  1855.  WHEREAS,  the  State  of  Minnesota  and  its  Counties  were 
not  a part  to  said  Treaty  THEREFORE,  The  State  of  Minnesota  and  its 
counties  are  without  a voice  concerning  the  issue  of  "Land  Exchange." 

FURTHERMORE:  The  State  of  Minnesota,  its  legislative  bodies  in  favor  of  its 
counties  can  not  pass  laws,  ordinances,  or  agreements  that  pertain  to  lands 
held  in  trust  by  the  federal  government  that  belong  to  the  Anishinaabe  / 
Chippewa  Nation. 

"...  The  federal  government  always  has  a duty  of  loyalty  to  Indians, 
Indians  and  tribes  cannot  force  the  government  to  undertake  a specific 
activity  unless  a "treaty,"  statute,  or  agreement  expressly  imposes  or 
clearly  implies  that  obligation."  U.S.  v.  Mitchell,  445  U.S.  535  (1980). 

The  land  exchange  program  concerning  the  Chippewa  National  Forest  by  Mr. 
Steve  Eubanks,  whom  is  acting  as  the  Regional  Supervisor  for  the  D.N.R..  is 
in  violation  of  the  Anishinaabe  / Chippewa  Nation's  Treaty  Rights  and  also 
is  acting  without  the  consent  of  the  Anishinaabe  / Chippewa  Nation  people 


and  their  government,  THEREFORE;  Mr.  Eubanks  in  his  doing  so  has  wavered 
his  Eleventh  Amendment  Immunity  and  he  therefore  is  libel  for  a federal  law 
suit  should  he  continue. 

Chief  Zah-Sa-Goo-Kwan  sees  this  to  be  that  of  a criminal  act  against  the 
people  of  the  Anishinaabe  / Chippewa  Nation  as  to  the  "illegal  taking"  of 
our  lands  and  waters  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Anishinaabe  / Chippewa 
domain . 

The  door  of  "Indian  land  taking"  has  been  illegally  opened  for  years, 
unprotected  against  the  wrong  doers.  This  statement  goes  out  to  all 
government  agencies,  federal,  state  etc.  "That  the  door  to  the  Indian  land 
taking  is  now  forever  CLOSED." 

The  Act  of  land  exchange  has  been  nothing  more  to  the  Anishinaabe  / 
Chippewa  of  today  as  well  as  to  our  ancestors  the  desecration  of  our  burial 
grounds,  our  history.  The  Chippewa  National  Forest  was  made  a National  Park 
for  a reason  "To  be  Protected."  Which  we  as  a Nation  of  people  and 
government  will  do  in  order  to  "PROTECT"  our  Rights.  Not  only  our  Treaty 
Rights,  our  Civil  Rights,  our  Constitutional  Rights  but  the  most  important 
rights  of  all.  The  Right  to  be  who  we  are  as  a nation  of  People,  the 
protectors  of  our  homes,  the  woods,  and  our  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
forest.  We  the  children  of  Grandfather  are  to  protect  what  Grandfather 
created . 

Done  this  11  day  of  December,  1995 

Chief;  Zah-Sa-Goo-Kwan 

Rt.  2 box  325 

Cass  Lake,  MN  56633 

Ozowa  Anaquad: 

Personal  Representative  of  the  Chief 
except  from: 

Chippewa  National  Forest  & Superior  National  Forest 
Annual  Report  1995 
Payment  to  Counties 

Counties  with  National  Forest  System  lands  within  their  boundaries  have 
received  25  percent  of  specified  Forest  receipts  since  1911.  This  money 
is  used  to  support  school  and  road  programs.  In  1976,  a law  was  enacted  to 
provide  additional  revenues  to  units  of  local  government  "Payment  in  Lieu 
of  Taxes"  or  PILT,  are  distributed  to  counties  and  can  be  used  for  any 
governmental  purpose.  PILT  legislation  may  provide  up  to  75  cents  per  acre 
for  local  government. 


Total  revenues  paid  in  1995 
Superior  National  Forest  Revenues 
Counties : 

Koochiching  $5,013 
St.  Louis  $589,057 

Lake  $306,131 
Cook  $283,847 

Chippewa  National  Forest  Revenues 
Counties : 

Cass  $476,083 
Itasca  $510,998 
Beltrami  $105,219 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 


RE:  FBI's  War  On  Native  Americans 


Date:  11  Oct  1996  00:17:12  GMT 

From:  bghauk@berlin.infomatch.com  (Brian  Hauk) 

Sub j : The  FBI's  War  On  Native  Americans 


Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 


The  FBI's  War  On  Native  Americans 
{Book  review} 

from  the  Militant,  vol. 60/no. 35  October  7,  1996 

The  FBI  Files,  103  pages;  81/2  x 11  format;  compiled  by  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Lawrence,  Kansas;  $5.00.  BY  BILL  KALMAN 

DES  MOINES,  Iowa  - On  Dune  26,  1975,  the  US  government's  war  against 
the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  came  to  a head.  Agents  of  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI),  backed  up  by  state  troopers,  sheriff's 
deputies.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  police,  and  local  vigilantes 
advanced  onto  Indian  land  near  Oglala,  South  Dakota.  Using  the  pretext  of 
looking  for  a man  whom  they  accused  of  theft  and  assault,  the  cops 
descended  on  the  small  town  in  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  reservation  and 
opened  fire.  At  the  peak  of  the  assault  more  than  250  armed  attackers 
surrounded  the  Oglala  compound. 

During  the  shoot-out,  Doseph  Stuntz,  a young  Native  man  was  killed.  No 
one  was  ever  charged  in  his  death.  But  the  FBI  organized  the  biggest 
manhunt  in  its  history  to  find  the  "killers"  of  two  of  its  agents  who 
died  of  gunshots  on  the  site. 

Eventually,  four  men  were  indicted  for  the  agents'  deaths.  Of  the  four 
one  was  released  due  to  lack  of  evidence,  and  two  were  tried  and 
acquitted  for  acting  in  self-defense.  The  fourth,  Leonard  Peltier,  was 
improperly  extradited  from  Canada,  indicted,  and  brought  to  trial. 

Peltier  was  found  not  guilty  of  the  deaths  by  an  all-white  jury  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  in  the  summer  of  1976. 

The  government,  however,  was  determined  to  smash  the  AIM  leadership. 

It  succeeded  in  forcing  a second  trial  in  Fargo,  North  Dakota,  less  than 
a year  later.  On  April  18,  1977,  Peltier  was  convicted  of  two  counts  of 
first-degree  murder  and  sentenced  to  two  consecutive  life  terms. 

Today,  although  he  remains  incarcerated  in  the  federal  prison  in 
Leavenworth,  Kansas,  Peltier  is  an  internationally-known  figure  who 
remains  unbroken  and  outspoken  in  defense  of  Native  American  rights. 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  (LPDC)  has  recently  published 
The  FBI  Files,  a booklet  featuring  some  of  the  government  files  on 
Peltier  and  AIM  that  were  secured  through  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act. 

Although  the  FBI  is  still  withholding  over  6,000  pages  of  related 
documents,  the  files  that  were  released  clearly  reveal  the  dirty  war  that 
federal  cops  conducted  against  Native  Americans  who  dared  to  fight  for 
justice  and  dignity. 

After  the  72-day  occupation  of  Wounded  Knee,  South  Dakota,  in  February 
1973  - also  site  of  another  infamous  government  massacre  of  Native 
Americans  in  1890  - the  FBI's  campaign  against  AIM  went  into  high  gear.  A 
May  1973  FBI  memo  to  field  offices  advises,  "Where  evidence  of  extremist 
activity  or  involvement  by  a [AIM]  chapter  is  determined  or  suspected, 
institute  full  and  continuing  investigation  thereof  to  determine  its 
activities,  leaders,  membership,  and  finances." 

FBI  disruption  program  against  AIM 

This  kind  of  directive  was  part  of  the  FBI's  COINTELRO  (Counter 
Intelligence  Program),  which  a successful  lawsuit  filed  by  the  Socialist 
Workers  Party  and  Young  Socialist  Alliance  helped  expose.  The  lawsuit 
revealed  the  full  scope  of  the  FBI's  disruption  activities  directed 
against  Black  nationalists,  student  anti-Vietnam  war  groups,  and 
socialists.  COINTELPRO  actually  grew  out  of  the  government  attempts  to 
disrupt  the  labor  movement  prior  to  World  War  II. 

But  the  FBI  did  more  than  simply  spy  on  AIM.  The  cop  agency  organized 
violent  attacks  against  the  organization.  The  government  trained  and 
financed  a terrorist  paramilitary  outfit  that  functioned  on  Indian  lands. 
Appropriately  called  GOON  (Guardians  of  the  Oglala  Nation),  this  gang  of 
thugs  operated  as  the  private  police  of  Tribal  Chairperson  Dick  Wilson. 

The  FBI  Files  documents  the  murders  of  more  than  60  AIM  members, 
supporters,  and  family  members  by  GOON  between  April  1973  and  Duly  1976 
in  Pine  Ridge.  Many  more  were  beaten,  wounded,  or  simply  disappeared. 

GOON  leader  Duane  Brewer  bragged  about  his  connections  during 
Peltier's  trial:  "We  had  a lot  of  visitors,  you  know,  that  would  say,  'I 


want  to  meet  with  three  or  four  of  your  people  for  a short  meeting, he 
said.  "And  you'd  go  to  their  room  with  this  big  suitcase  and  [they  would] 
show  you  a bunch  of  weapons,  grenades,  plastic  explosives,  deadcord 
blasting  caps,  whatever." 

Besides  using  GOON  against  AIM  activists,  the  U.S.  government 
maintained  a virtual  army  of  FBI  agents,  federal  marshals,  and  BIA  cops 
around  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation  beginning  in  early  1975. 

An  FBI  position  paper  written  two  months  before  the  shoot  out  was 
entitled  "The  Use  of  Special  Agents  of  the  FBI  in  a Paramilitary  Law 
Enforcement  Operation  in  the  Indian  Country."  This  memo  to  the  Attorney 
General's  office  complained  that  the  "FBI  encountered  extreme  problems... 
in  adapting  to  a paramilitary  role.  The  FBI...  had  to  be  equipped  with 
military  equipment,  including  Armored  Personnel  Carriers  (APCs),  M-16s, 
automatic  infantry  weapons,  chemical  weapons,  steel  helmets,  gas  masks, 
body  armor,  illuminated  flares,  military  clothing  and  rations." 

Why  FBI  assumed  paramilitary  role 

The  memo  explains  why  it  was  necessary  for  the  FBI  to  assume  a 
paramilitary  role.  "On  a number  of  occasions,  the  Acting  Director  and 
officials  of  the  FBI  requested  the  [Gerald  Ford]  Administration  and  the 
Department  [of  Justice]  to  consider  the  use  of  troops  at  Wounded  Knee... 
the  government  concluded  that  such  use  would  be  undesirable  because... 
the  use  of  Army  troops  against  these  Indians  might  be  misinterpreted  by 
the  press  and  some  citizens." 

Three  days  after  the  1975  FBI  attack  at  Pine  Ridge,  a memo  instructed 
special  agents  in  South  Dakota  to  "resolve  any  inconsistencies"  in  their 
stories,  so  setting  in  motion  a government  cover  up.  Though  the  FBI  at 
one  point  thought  as  many  as  47  people  were  involved  in  the  shootings, 
they  quickly  began  to  focus  on  one.  "The  one  individual  that  appears  to 
have  been  identified  by  more  witnesses  than  any  other  is  FBI  fugitive 
Leonard  Peltier." 

In  fact,  in  August  1976,  the  government  dropped  its  case  against 
another  AIM  activist  indicted  along  with  Peltier,  "so  that  the  full 
prosecutive  weight  of  the  federal  government  could  be  directed  against 
Leonard  Peltier,"  the  government  documents  state. 

The  FBI  Files  also  reveals  how  the  secret  police  analyzed  earlier 
trials  that  resulted  in  acquittals  for  two  AIM  activists  charged  in  the 
agents'  deaths  to  figure  how  to  successfully  win  a conviction  at 
Peltier's  second  trial.  Part  of  the  FBI's  tactics  included  intimidating 
and  coercing  two  men,  Norman  Brown  and  Wish  Draper,  into  falsely 
testifying  against  Peltier. 

Though  the  government  was  successful  in  finally  getting  Peltier 
convicted,  with  every  passing  year  his  trial  sentence  and  20-year 
incarceration  have  become  more  revealed  for  what  they  are:  a frame-up 
orchestrated  by  the  federal  government  and  its  secret  police. 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  is  organizing  an  executive 
clemency  campaign  to  press  President  William  Clinton  to  pardon  Peltier. 

The  FBI  Files,  along  with  books  like  Peter  Mathiessen's  In  the  Spirit 
of  Crazy  Horse  distributed  by  Penguin  Press,  and  COINTELPRO:  The  FBI's 
Secret  War  on  Political  Freedom  published  by  Pathfinder  Press,  show  the 
lengths  the  capitalist  class  will  go  to  in  order  to  protect  their  profit 
system.  In  the  end,  the  employing  class  and  its  government  stand  exposed 
as  the  violent  criminals  they  are. 

To  find  out  more  about  the  LPDC  campaign  to  free  Peltier,  and  to  order 
The  FBI  Files,  contact  the  group  at  P.0.  Box  583,  Lawrence,  Kansas  66044. 
Tel:  (913)  842-5774.  E-mail:  LPDC@idir.net 

To  get  an  introductory  12-week  subscription  to  the  Militant  in  the  U.S., 
send  $10  US  to:  The  Militant,  410  West  Street,  New  York,  NY  10014. 

For  subscription  rates  to  other  countries,  send  e-mail  to 
themilitant@igc.apc.org  or  write  to  the  above  address. 

— "RE:  Sacred  Sites  Protected?"  

Date:  11  Oct  96  09:42:45  EDT 

From:  rod  whited  <103123. 2051@CompuServe.COM> 

Sub j : Bankhead  sacred  sites  protected? 


UUCP  email  [Editorial  Note:  Many  thanks  to  _The  Huntsville  Times_  for 
granting  permission  to  share  this  copywrite  protected  news. 
Many  Newspapers  are  not  so  enlightened.] 

O'siyo  Night  Owl, 

At  last  The  People  get  a positive  recommendation  from  a governmental 
bureaucrat  as  the  regional  supervisor  for  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  agrees 
with  Indian  group  and  environmentalist  regarding  the  National  Forest 
service's  logging  desecration  of  sacred  sites  in  the  north  Alabama 
Bankhead  National  Forest.  As  this  is  only  in  the  recommendation  stage, 
this  that  seems  so  good  on  paper  could  in  reality  become  like  all  the 
other  promises  made  to  The  People,  just  another  bureaucratic  smokescreen. 

I will  keep  The  People  updated  on  these  promises  so  we  can,  if  necessary, 
work  to  hold  the  National  forest  service  to  their  stated  promise. 

The  following  copyrighted  article  ran  in  the  10  October  1996  edition  of 
THE  HUNTSVILLE  TIMES.  The  Huntsville,  AL  newspaper  has  given  permission  to 
send  this  article  to  The  People.  Please  put  this  update  in  the  Native 
American  News  if  possible. 

COPY  OF  ARTICLE  BELOW 

Bankhead  Forest  laws  broken? 

>From  staff  and  wire  reports 

MOULTON,  AL-A  U.S.  Forest  Service  review  of  logging  practices  in  the 
Bankhead  National  Forest  says  the  Forest  Service  in  Alabama  may  have 
broken  federal  laws. 

In  response  to  the  review,  regional  forester  Robert  loslin  in  Atlanta 
has  stopped  logging  around  the  Bankhead  sites  Indians  consider  sacred: 
Kenlock  Shelter,  Indian  Tomb  Hollow  and  High  Town  Path,  loslin  also 
ordered  a heritage  assessment  that  could  put  the  sites  on  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places. 

A letter  to  loslin  last  week  from  David  Holland,  head  of  Forest  Service 
recreation  programs,  said  the  review  "revealed  the  Forest  Service  may  have 
violated  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  and  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act  regulations." 

Holland  went  on  to  say  an  archaeological  report  on  areas  in  the  Bankhead 
considered  sacred  by  Cherokee  Indians  was  flawed  because  it  didn't 
recognize  the  potential  significance  of  the  High  Town  Path,  an  ancient 
Indian  trail. 

Alabama  forest  supervisor  lohn  Yancy  was  not  in  his  office  today.  His 
secretary  said  he  had  referred  all  news  media  calls  on  the  report  to  the 
regional  office. 

loslin  and  his  assistant  Robert  Bowers  were  not  available  for  comment 
this  morning. 

Cherokee  Indians  and  environmentalists  are  cautiously  optimistic  about 
loslin's  ruling. 

"This  is  a real  positive  first  step  for  sure,"  said  Greg  Preston, 
spokesman  for  the  Echota  Cherokees.  "Everybody  is  pleased  by  the  manner 
they  approached  this  with... and  the  speed  they  moved  on  it." 

Lamar  Marshall  of  the  Bankhead  Monitor,  a forest-watch  group,  also 
applauded  loslin  and  Holland's  actions.  But  Marshall  said  he  fears  the 
Forest  Service  will  continue,  "chipping  away"  at  the  sacred  areas  as  long 
as  Yancy  is  forest  supervisor. 

"It's  a great  step  forward,"  Marshall  said  of  loslin's  order.  "We've 
been  fighting  Yancy  for  so  long  and  telling  everybody  he's  breaking  the 
law  and  suing  him,  and  he's  been  thumbing  his  nose  at  us.  It  was  causing 
such  an  uproar,  the  regional  office  was  having  to  do  this  to  put  out  the 
fire. " 

"It's  certainly  not  the  end  of  the  protection,"  Preston  said.  "There's 
nothing  in  writing  except  to  begin  studies  and  nominate  to  the  historic 
register  ...There's  still  a lot  of  things  that  could  go  wrong." 

The  dispute  ignited  in  1991  when  logging  activity  began  on  17,600  acres 
containing  Indian  sites  in  the  181,000-acre  Bankhead  Forest. 

Holland  and  Kent  Schneider,  regional  head  of  heritage  programs  for  the 


Forest  Service  met  Sept.  29  with  environmentalist  and  the  Blue  Clan  of  the 
Echota  Cherokee.  Holland  recommended  that  the  Indian  sites  be  left 
undisturbed  until  their  significance  is  determined.  These  were  some  of 
Holland's  and  Schneider's  other  recommendations: 

♦Apologize  to  the  Cherokees  for  violation  of  regulations  and  policies. 
♦Cease  disturbing  activities  on  17,600  acres  of  potentially  significant 
lands  that  my  qualify  for  nomination  to  the  National  Register  until 
inventories  and  surveys  as  required  by  law  are  completed. 

♦Initiate  a heritage  inventory  and  National  Register  assessment  team 
that  will  include  the  blue  Clan  of  the  Echota  Cherokee  Tribe  to  assess  the 
significance  of  traditional  cultural  practices  and  sacred  areas. 

END  OF  ARTICLE 

Lamar  Marshall  and  Greg  Preston  may  be  contact  for  much  needed  support 
at  this  address: 

THE  BANKHEAD  MONITOR,  a Nonprofit  Educational  Corporation,  Phone  (205)  974- 

POST... FAX:  (205)  974-7678. . .Email: WARUK@AOL.COM 

Osda, 

Rod  Whited 


— "RE:  Global  Movement"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Oct  1996  18:34:39  -0600 

From:  stefanwray@mail.utexas.edu  (Stefan  Wray) 

Sub  j : Big  Mountain  Article 

Mailing  List:  Chiapas-L  (chiapas-l@profmexis.dgsca.unam.mx) 

PLEASE  FORWARD! 

The  Struggle  at  Big  Mountain  Is  Part  of  A Global  Movement 
by  Stefan  Wray 
October  14,  1996 

President  Clinton's  signing  of  S.1973,  The  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute 
Settlement  Act  of  1991,  on  October  11,  1996,  once  again  brings  the 
indigenous  land  struggle  at  Big  Mountain,  Arizona  into  the  foreground.  The 
new  legislation  brings  the  imminence  of  forced  relocation  of  a remaining 
3000  Dine'  people  to  center  stage.  There  is  a December  31,  1996  deadline  by 
which  time  traditional  elders  at  Big  Mountain  must  sign  a repressive  lease 
agreement  or  move  off  the  land.  One  of  the  central  provisions  of  this  new 
law  is  to  give  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  jurisdiction  over  the  Big  Mountain 
area  and  the  right  to  employ  its  Hopi  Rangers  in  the  relocation  process. 

The  struggle  at  Big  Mountain  has  a long  history,  beginning  when  the 
Navajo  first  signed  a treaty  with  the  U.S.  government  in  the  1840s.  In 
recent  times  the  fight  over  native  sovereignty  of  the  Dine'  people  has  been 
and  on-again-off -again  battle  since  the  mid  1970s.  In  1974,  10,000 
indigenous  people  were  removed  from  their  ancestral  land  by  a combined 
effort  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council.  This 
action  and  subsequent  threats  to  the  complete  relocation  of  the  Dine' 
prompted  the  creation  of  a Big  Mountain  Support  Network  in  the  1980s  that 
included  local  Big  Mountain  groups  in  about  40  U.S.  cities. 

The  issues  are  complicated.  Some  would  have  us  believe  that  what  has 
been  happening  at  Big  Mountain  is  an  intertribal  affair.  This  is  because 
the  Hopi  Tribal  government  backs  the  Dine's  relocation  and  in  fact  will 
use  its  Hopi  police  force,  the  Hopi  Rangers,  as  the  first  line  of  offense 
against  the  Dine'.  (The  ATF  awaits  as  the  rear  guard.)  But,  on  closer 
examination  the  real  forces  pushing  for  the  Dine's  removal  are  the 
economic  interests  of  Peabody  Coal,  a subsidiary  of  an  English  based 
transnational  corporation. 

The  struggle  at  Big  Mountain  is  against  the  implementation  of  genocide, 
against  the  violation  of  human  rights,  against  the  disregard  for  native 
sovereignty,  against  the  suppression  of  indigenous  autonomy,  against  the 
onset  of  environmental  destruction,  against  the  continuation  of  racism, 
against  the  degradation  of  women  and  against  attacks  on  old  people. 

Although  in  the  past  people  have  framed  local  Big  Mountain  broader  terms  - 
like  comparing  it  to  the  struggle  of  the  Palestinians  for  their  own  land  - 


since  government  attempts  at  relocation  seem  imminent  it  is  useful  to 
revisit  the  issues  at  Big  Mountain  with  an  eye  to  other  recent  related 
struggles . 

The  Dine's  resistance  at  Big  Mountain,  the  movement  of  the  Zapatistas  in 
Chiapas,  the  struggle  of  the  Ogoni  in  Nigeria,  and  the  battles  being  waged 
by  the  Amungme  against  Freeport  McMoRan  in  Irian  Daya  (Indonesia)  share 
common  aspects  that  are  worth  exploring.  By  making  these  connections  we 
can  see  each  struggle  as  intricately  linked  to  broader  global  resistance. 

Land,  the  right  of  an  indigenous  people  to  maintain  control  over  and 
live  unhindered  on  their  ancestral  land  is  an  obvious  shared  element  to 
the  struggle  at  Big  Mountain  and  to  these  related  movements.  Forced 
relocation  or  removal  of  a people  off  their  land  can  be  traced  back  to  the 
enclosure  of  the  commons  in  England.  The  stealing  by  capital  of  autonomous 
space,  the  destruction  of  self  activity,  is  a thread  found  throughout  the 
history  of  capitalism  that  dates  back  to  its  founding  in  the  transition 
from  feudalism  to  capitalism  when,  for  example,  in  England  people  were 
forcibly  removed  from  their  land  to  make  way  for  great  estates.  The 
removal  or  push  of  people  off  ejidos  in  Mexico  with  the  elimination  of 
Article  27  from  the  Mexican  Constitution  - coinciding  with  NAFTA  - is 
clearly  one  of  the  big  factors  behind  the  Zapatista  uprising,  lust  as 
during  the  period  of  enclosures  in  England  500  years  ago,  in  Chiapas  now, 
and  in  Big  Mountain,  and  in  Brazil,  it  is  often  through  first  a 
legislative  or  regulatory  manner  that  this  push  off  the  land  begins.  A 
combined  military  and  police  force  usually  follows.  In  the  case  of  Big 
Mountain,  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  under  the  direction  of  the  BIA  has  its 
own  armed  force  waiting  should  mere  rules  and  regulations  not  force  people 
to  move.  In  Mexico  private  thugs  hired  by  large  landowners  ensure  that 
peasant's  access  to  land  is  restricted.  The  Nigerian  regime  is  brutal 
against  the  Ogoni  as  is  the  Indonesian  regime  against  the  Amungme. 

Other  common  threads  that  runs  through  Big  Mountain,  Chiapas,  Nigeria, 
and  Indonesia  are  the  mineral  resources  in  the  ground  and  the  economic 
interests  of  powerful  transnational  corporations.  At  Big  Mountain  the 
resource  is  coal.  The  interested  party  is  Peabody  Coal.  In  Chiapas  there 
is  oil,  and  although  Pemex  - Mexico's  national  oil  company  - still 
maintains  authority  over  that  oil,  strong  interest  in  the  seemingly 
inevitable  privatization  of  that  state  owned  enterprise  comes  from  a 
number  of  U.S.  and  European  oil  companies.  In  Indonesia  the  highly  valued 
commodities  under  the  ground  are  copper  and  gold.  The  interested  party  is 
a Louisiana  headquartered  company  named  Freeport  McMoRan.  In  Nigeria, 
again  the  sought  after  resource  is  oil,  controlled  by  the  oil  giant  Shell. 
Dust  as  Shell  essentially  controls  the  Nigerian  government  and  as  Freeport 
McMoRan  has  influence  over  the  Indonesian  government,  so  too  does  Peabody 
Coal  wield  power  and  influence  and  the  promise  of  money  over  the  Hopi 
Tribal  and  Navajo  Tribal  governments.  (Referring  to  the  Big  Mountain 
struggle  as  an  intertribal  dispute  is  analogous  to  calling  the  conflicts 
between  the  Ogoni  and  Amungme  peoples  and  the  governments  of  Nigeria  and 
Indonesia  as  part  of  an  intertribal  dispute.  It  is  not.  It  is  a dispute 
about  economic  and  political  power.) 

Mineral  resources  beneath  the  earth's  surface  - coal,  copper,  gold,  and 
oil  - and  the  economic  interest  in  these  resources  by  large  transnational 
corporations  at  the  expense  of  the  indigenous  peoples  are  common  aspects 
to  Big  Mountain,  Chiapas,  Nigeria,  and  Indonesia.  Another  commonalty  is 
the  environmental  devastation  that  comes  from  extracting  these  resources. 
Not  directly  at  Big  Mountain,  but  nearby  on  other  parts  of  indigenous  land 
are  uranium  mines.  Besides  all  the  toxic  waste  produced  along  every  step 
of  the  nuclear  fuel  cycle,  uranium  mine  tailings  causes  incredible  damage 
to  watersheds  and  natural  systems  in  the  immediate  surroundings  of  the 
mines.  Some  of  the  Dine'  people  relocated  at  an  earlier  time  were  moved  to 
what  was  effectively  a uranium  toxic  waste  site.  In  Chiapas,  and  even  more 
so  in  neighboring  Tabasco,  environmental  degradation  has  been  an  ongoing 
result  of  the  oil  industry.  A similar  situation  occurs  in  Nigeria  where 
the  Ogoni  have  brandished  charges  against  Shell  for  its  ecological 
malfeasance . 

For  activists  in  the  United  States  the  difference  between  Big  Mountain 
and  these  allied  struggles  in  Mexico,  Nigeria,  and  Indonesia  is  that  Big 


Mountain  exists  here  inside  the  confines  of  the  United  States.  Nigeria  and 
Indonesia  are  far  away,  making  travel  difficult.  Mexico  is  much  closer  and 
some  of  us  have  gone  there.  But  Big  Mountain  is  within  several  days  drive 
from  major  metropolitan  centers  in  the  west,  southwest,  and  midwest.  Our 
presence  there  may  make  an  important  difference. 

This  author  has  not  yet  heard  a specific  call  for  people  to  go  to  Big 
Mountain  en  masse  at  the  end  of  this  year.  Yet  it  seems  likely,  given 
Clinton's  signing  of  S.1973  and  the  December  31  deadline,  there  will  be 
some  action  plan.  There  are,  however,  people  in  California  and  others 
spearheading  a Thanksgiving  Food  Drive  to  Big  Mountain.  This  might  be  an 
opportunity  for  activists  around  the  country  to  go  there  for  face-to-face 
discussions  of  proposals  for  responding  to  forced  relocation. 

On  a local  level  in  Austin  it  is  important  to  reinvigorate  interest  now 
in  the  Big  Mountain  land  struggle.  Because  the  basic  issues  of  Big 
Mountain  are  similar  to  the  other  related  struggles  mentioned  above,  it  is 
natural  that  groups  such  as  Accion  Zapatista  and  Earth  First!  (which  focus 
on  Mexico  and  Indonesia  indigenous  movements)  would  begin  concentrating  on 
raising  awareness  of  Big  Mountain  and  be  prepared  to  mobilize  people  to  go 
there  if  or  when  there  is  an  action  call.  There  are  also  groups  like 
Pastors  for  Peace  and  Food  Not  Bombs  that  may  be  interested  directly  in 
the  Thanksgiving  Big  Mountain  Food  Drive.  The  existence  of  these  and  other 
groups  in  Austin  clearly  demonstrates  the  possibility  for  the  rapid 
creation  of  an  ad  hoc  coalitional  effort  to  focus  energy  on  the  Big 
Mountain  issue.  Should  this  occur  swiftly  here,  and  in  communities  around 
the  United  States,  then  if  or  when  there  is  a call  for  action  at  Big 
Mountain  at  the  end  of  the  year,  we  could  see  thousands  of  people 
converging  there. 

If  there  were  a large  gathering  of  people  at  Big  Mountain  on  January  1, 
1997,  it  would  coincide  with  gatherings  of  people  in  Mexico  to  celebrate 
the  third  anniversary  of  the  Zapatista  uprising  in  Chiapas.  We  could 
concretely  link  the  indigenous  land  struggles  of  Big  Mountain  and  with 
those  in  Chiapas  and  elsewhere  in  Mexico  by  acknowledging  and  naming  the 
shared  aspects  of  these  struggles.  Big  Mountain  is  only  a few  hundred 
miles  from  the  U.S. -Mexico  border.  It  could  be  conceived  of  as  a northern 
front  in  the  Zapatista's  global  battle  for  autonomy  and  self  determination. 

A collective  push  to  work  on  Big  Mountain  is  also  a way  to  bring  an 
immediate  target  into  focus  for  Earth  First! 's  End  Corporate  Dominance 
campaign.  Peabody  Coal  is  the  clear  culprit  and  benefactor  of  forced 
relocation  of  the  Dine'.  Making  Peabody  Coal  a collective  object  of  the  ECD 
campaign  over  the  course  of  the  next  two  months  would  help  gather  the 
forces  of  resistance  against  relocation  and  at  the  same  time  strengthen 
the  ECD  campaign  by  forming  stronger  alliances. 

Dust  because  S.1973  quietly  slipped  through  the  Senate  and  the  House  and 
was  signed  by  Clinton  unnoticed  doesn't  mean  that  the  December  31  deadline 
will  pass  by  quietly  and  unnoticed.  Dust  as  the  rapid  mobilization  around 
Mumia  Abu  Damal  in  the  summer  of  1995  shows,  we  are  capable  of  moving  fast 
when  we  need  to.  Now  is  one  of  those  times. 

The  Indian  wars  that  began  out  west  in  the  1800s  continue  to  this  day. 

The  land  struggle  at  Big  Mountain  is  part  of  a historical  process  of 
colonization  that  has  its  roots  dating  back  to  when  the  first  white 
people  stepped  on  to  this  continent.  The  time  for  this  process  to  end  is 
past  due. 


"RE : Native  American  Land  Scam"  -- 

Date:  9 Oct  1996  19:35:05  GMT 

From:  kbohacek@skidmore.edu  (Karin  Bohacek) 

Sub j : Native  American  Land  Scam 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE!  PLEASE  READ  AND  RESPOND! 


Most  of  us  know  about  the  horrible  abuses  that  the  US  Government  has 
wrought  on  the  Native  American  people.  The  unfair  land  deals,  brutal 


massacres  and  unrelenting  oppression  of  the  Native  Americans  are 
depressing  parts  of  our  American  history. 

But  all  of  that  is  over  now,  right?  WRONG!  Even  today,  when  we  should 
have  learned  from  the  lessons  of  the  past,  the  US  Government  is  still 
oppressing  and  taking  advantage  of  the  Native  American  people. 

Currently,  a bill  sits  before  President  Clinton  that  would  displace  the 
Navajo  people  from  a Hopi  - Navajo  Reservation  in  Big  Mountain, 

Arizona . 

It  appears  that  this  is  being  done  in  order  to  allow  the  Peabody  Mining 
Company  to  mine  coal  and  uranium  on  the  reservation.  This  bill  has 
been  approved  by  both  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  and  only 
need  the  President's  signature  to  become  law.  This  is  the  only  issue  in  the 
bill,  it  is  not  a big  package  of  issues  all  rolled  into  one  bill. 

Thus,  it  should  be  easier  to  get  a Presidential  veto  on  it. 

According  to  the  US  Department  of  the  Interior,  this  issue  is  simply  a 
"land  dispute"  between  the  Hopi  and  the  Navajo  that  live  together  on 
the  reservation.  Perhaps  the  US  Department  of  the  Interior  has  "sold"  the 
bill  as  such,  but  according  to  the  people  closer  to  the  issue,  the  Native 
Americans  are  once  again  being  taken  advantage  of  by  the  Americans. 

YOU  CAN  HELP!  Call  or  e-mail  President  Clinton  and  urge  him  to  veto 
Bill  #1973.  Do  this  NOW,  as  the  bill  is  scheduled  to  be  signed  tomorrow  (Oct 
10).  Ask  that  he  review  the  issue  from  both  sides,  and  not  to  take  the 
US  Department  of  the  Interior's  word  for  it  that  this  is  a simple  land 
dispute.  If  people  are  going  to  be  displaced  and  oppressed,  then  the 
issue  should  be  investigated  more  thoroughly  before  the  President  signs  the 
bill.  Demand  that  the  abuse  of  the  Native  Americans  stop  once  and  for  all. 
It's  the  least  that  we  can  do. 

White  House  comment  line  is  (202)  456-1111 

The  White  House  Chief  of  Staff's  comment  line  is  (202)  456-6797 
The  president's,  vice-president's  and  first  lady's  e-mail  addresses 
are : 

President@whitehouse.gov 
Vice . President@whitehouse . gov 
First. Lady@whitehouse.gov 

You  can  also  write  to: 

The  White  House,  Washington,  D.C.  20500. 

Please  pass  this  message  along  to  others.  It  is  urgent! 

"RE : Cultural  Respects"  

Date:  Sun,  13  Oct  1996  12:41:43  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Cultural  Respects 

UUCP  email 

In  some  manner  tribal/member's  are  people  that  seem  to  be  of  a special 
group  for  several  reasons,  those  being,  people  who  feel  bonds  with  one 
another  that  are  hard  to  put  into  words,  yet  undeniable,  people  who  share 
various  values,  attitudes,  and  ways-in  words. 

Throughout  the  United  States,  there  are  numerous  people  with  different 
back-grounds  of  cultural  respect,  for  instance,  there  are;  Russians, 

Germans,  French,  Polish,  Asian,  Spanish/Mexican,  Italian,  Irish,  English, 
and  many  other's.  The  important  thing  to  note  of  these  different  cultures 
is  that  they  contain  different  values,  languages  and  belief's,  that  are 
all  protected  in  some  manner  through  the  U.S.  Constitution,  which  gives 
these  people  a freedom  to  practice  their  own  culture  and  belief's,  as  well 
as  protect  them  from  being  exploited. 

As  U.S.  Citizens,  many  of  these  cultural  groups,  have  special  days  set 
aside  that  has  been  advocated  by  various  leader's  of  these  ethnic  groups. 

At  times  they  promote  cultural  protection  through  the  U.S  Government, 
which  in  turns  advocates  proclamations  that  declares  certain,  days,  months 
or  week  as  a important  time  for  recognition,  such  as  the  recent  proclamation 


established  for  the  Italians/Spanish/Mexicans  in  honor  of  Columbus  and  all 
Americans . 

Many  of  these  ethnic  groups  today,  still  practice  old  values  and  still 
respect  the  old  language  from  their  country  and  do  their  very  best  to 
pass  these  ways  on  to  their  youth  and  even  though  they  do  not  live  in 
their  own  country,  they  maintain  cultural  ties,  a freedom  guaranteed 
them  by  the  U.S.  Constitution,  which  these  people  do  cherish. 

Much  like  these  foreign  people.  Native  American  Indian  people  have  a 
culture  and  belief,  tribes  of  people  whose  ties,  unlike  other  ethnic 
groups,  have  a very  intricate  history  of  ancestry,  in  this  their  own 
country. 

Native  American  Indians,  do  have  a past  of  similar  experiences,  that 
comes  from  a common  history  shared  by  a cultural  entity  of;  race,  religion, 
language,  traditions,  historical  experience,  and  values. 

The  common  values  of  this  derives  from  a result  of  sharing  ways  of  a life, 
as  well  as  religion,  although,  in  this  most  Native  American  Indians  have 
similar  judgements  which  they  provide  one  another  with  definitions  of  right 
and  wrong,  and  that  in  most  judgements,  they  do  consider  the  whole  issue 
of  cultural  and  religion  to  be  a very  tribal  private  matter,  that  is  in 
fact  protected  by  Federal  Laws,  much  differently  then  other  ethnic  groups. 

Non-Indian  society  is  made  up  of  many  different  cultures  and  religions, 
that  come  from  throughout  the  world,  however,  their  cultural  ties  have 
been  grouped  together  from  time  to  time,  just  as  their  religious  belief's, 
and  combined  together  in  such  a manner,  is  what  provides  a definition 
for  what  is  now  known  as  American  Culture,  which  includes  the  history  of 
the  settling  of  America,  that  has  added  pioneers,  trappers,  cowboys, 
ranching,  farming  and  mining,  all  of  this  is  what  makes  American  Non- 
Indian  Culture  and  they  do  have  numerous  religious  belief's. 

The  Native  American  Indian  culture  and  religion,  is  not  made  up  of 
such  a combination  of  culture  and  religious  belief's,  for  each  tribe 
has  it's  own  set  of  cultural  and  religious  values,  which  each  tribe 
does  try  to  preserve  and  protect  so  that  it  can  be  carried  on  by  other 
generations  to  follow  in  a manner  of  originality,  originality  that 
means  keeping  it  from  being  imposed  upon,  changed  or  added  to. 

In  this,  all  people  are  born  into  a culture  that  shapes  their  personalities 
and  their  views  of  the  world,  because  for  the  most  part,  many  of  the 
foreign  ancestry/people  that  have  taken  up  homesteading  these  tribal  lands 
of  the  Native  American  Indian,  come  from  countries,  where  such  freedoms 
to  live  and  believe  in  are  not  often  tolerated  or  accepted  by  virtue  of 
those  laws  governing  that  country  and  the  freedoms  in  the  U.S.  are  such 
that  here,  for  the  last  500  years,  a people  have  found  a peace,  although 
it  was  in  fact  arrived  at,  at  the  expense  of  a people  already  living  here. 

We,  know  that  in  this  day  and  age,  many  of  the  old  Ancient  Customs  and 
Belief's  of  the  Sovereign  Nations  are  not  being  carried  on,  but  in 
some  manner  being  preserved  and  protected  in  a manner  best  suited  by 
the  traditional  member's  of  the  tribes,  so  that  in  fact,  future  generations 
will  have  a form  of  culture  and  religion  to  pass  on,  but  in  this,  an 
effort  of  respect  by  all  who  cherish  a concern  and  interest  to  preserve 
and  protect  the  culture  and  religion,  must  carry  a manner  of  respect 
towards  one  another  in  their  endeavor  to  see  that  in  fact  future 
generations  will  have  a unique  culture  and  religion,  that  will  not  be 
something  that  carries  a multitude  of  theories  and  philosophies. 

Working  together  creates  a harmony  of  unity,  and  such  a unity  is  very 
necessary  to  preserve  and  protect  the  culture  and  religion  from  being 
distorted  or  destroyed,  for  already  in  our  history,  far  too  much  has 
already  been  wiped  out  and  erased.... 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra . net 

Larry  Kibby,  Program  Director 

Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society 

Elko  Indian  Colony 

1581  Pinenut  Circle 

Elko,  Nevada  89801 


RE:  Story  About  a Road 


Date:  Fri,  11  Oct  1996  11:15:25  -0400  (edt) 

From:  aconcent@carroll.com  (UNC&LE) 

Sub  j : story  about  a road 

UUCP  email 
Gary, 

This  is  a true  story  put  into  a easy  form  to  understand  as  it  was  told.  It 
was  a vision  by  a man  who  asked  that  I tell  it  to  people.  It  had  to  do  with 
the  cutting  of  roads  and  mountains  which  would  (by  my  understanding)  upset 
the  balance  of  the  earth  beyond  repair.  As  like  going  down  a fork  in  a road 
too  far  to  turn  back  when  it  is  realized  one  took  the  wrong  fork.  Somehow  I 
believe  this  connects  with  the  road  they  want  to  expand  in  the  Dinetta 
region.  I ask  that  you  publish  this  in  hopes  that  a campaign  will  not  only 
prevent  the  road  from  expanding  but  to  stop  all  development  in  the  area. 

I believe  this  man  made  a prediction  and  it  has  to  do  with  this  road 
project,  or  connected  somehow. 


"There  were  12  men  and  woman  gathered  around  a fire.  As  the  night  passed  on 
and  each  took  their  turn  speaking  from  their  hearts  and  their  long  long 
pasts,  the  fire  had  grown  into  large  hills  of  glowing  red  coals.  A man  who 
sat  to  the  south  glared  deep  into  the  coals,  and  with  the  night  so  deep,  in 
his  tiredness  he  fell  asleep  and  dreamed.  In  his  dream  he  saw  the  coals 
pushing  up  from  the  fire  and  the  coals  formed  into  brightly  colored  gods 
dressed  in  skins  of  glowing  rocks  all  the  color  of  the  rainbow.  These  gods 
danced  in  close  circles  forming,  changing  as  their  headdresses  and  body 
ornaments  decorated  the  earth  in  grand  cliffs  of  movement  to  the  beat  of 
the  heart  of  the  earth.  From  above  him,  a Great  Eagle  took  the  man  upon  his 
back.  This  man,  whose  eyes  were  closed  felt  death  as  his  heart  stopped--but 
the  beat  of  the  earth  kept  him.  Then  the  eagle  said  to  him  in  no  voice  "See 
through  my  eyes,  we  are  going  on  a journey.  You  may  return  from  this 
journey  or  you  may  perish,  this  is  up  to  you." 

"As  they  flew  up  high  above  the  fire  the  man  saw  time  change  as  the  gods 
slowed  their  dance  and  the  mountains  cooled  to  form  paths  between  their 
great  circles- -which  knew  no  separation  from  their  blood  of  one  great  fire. 
Between  two  of  the  great  hills,  the  faces  of  the  spirits  that  formed  the 
mountains  revealed  a path  and  the  Great  Eagle  swooped  down  into  the  canyon 
and  followed  the  path  created  by  the  gods  of  these  mountains.  As  the  rocks 
washed  into  sand  and  red  earth  formed,  plants  and  trees  grew.  Further  along 
as  they  turned  through  the  pass  of  the  mountains  they  saw  people  living  a 
simple  peaceful  life  in  the  sunlight  and  blue  sky.  All  around  children  were 
playing  happy  and  this  went  on  all  the  way  north  and  in  all  directions. 

Where  there  was  great  water  the  sky  was  one  with  it  in  color  and  goodness, 
and  every  thing  under  the  sky  and  in  the  water  was  good.  And  all  people 
were  at  peace  and  there  was  no  war  and  no  greed." 

"Now  this  was  a good  feeling.  But  something  happened  as  the  man  noticed  the 
drum  had  stopped  beating.  The  heart  of  the  earth  was  becoming  more 
difficult  to  hear  because  the  man  had  stopped  listening.  The  Eagle  said  you 
are  not  listening,  you  are  wondering  who  these  people  are.  You  should  know 
as  you  all  come  from  this  same  place,  this  fire.  In  separating  yourself  you 
have  caused  an  upset  in  the  balance  of  this  circle--you  are  like  all  the 
rest.  You  see  but  you  do  not  hear  the  beat  of  your  mother's  heart.  That  all 
these  people  are  from  one  mother  and  our  mother  has  created  mountains  of 
many  colors  which  have  may  peoples,  and  they  too  have  set  themselves  apart 
from  her  and  stopped  listening.  They  have  all  changed  the  order  of  things 
and  forgot  the  laws  placed  in  their  hearts." 

"So  this  "Great  Eagle"  put  out  his  great  wings  and  flapped  three  times  and 
took  the  man  into  the  stars  and  he  said,  "Look  below.  Look  do  you  not  see 
the  heart  of  the  turtle  growing  weak?  And  who  has  done  this?  All  of  you 
have!  Yet,  you  blame  one  another,  and  those  who  know  what  is  right,  do 
nothing.  I have  honored  you  and  took  you  on  the  path  of  the  gods  of  the 
mountains,  north  to  the  heart  of  my  mother  and  you  saw  what  good  is,  yet 
you  thought  of  yourself." 

"As  the  Great  Eagle  flew  toward  a sparking  blue  beacon  this  blue  star  gave 


out  a yellow  spark  and  created  a starburst  which  was  the  points  of  four 
winds  and  the  points  of  four  directions  making  eight  points.  In  the  center 
of  the  star  was  a great  council  sitting  around  a hole  in  the  sky  which  saw 
through  to  the  other  side  of  the  fire  from  the  center  of  the  earth.  These 
were  the  forms  of  great  men  which  together  were  as  big  as  the  night  sky.  To 

the  east  sat  a man  of  great  peace  and  he  glowed  with  the  power  of  light, 

wisdom,  and  kindness.  His  eyes  saw  as  that  was  and  all  that  will  be,  and 
all  creatures  and  all  the  stars  in  the  sky.  His  hair  was  long  and  grey  and 
his  clothing  was  humble.  At  his  side,  facing  North  was  a warrior  in  a 
crouched  position  as  if  he  was  holding  a a bow,  but  he  had  no  bow.  He  was 
the  protector  of  those  who  would  come  near  the  circle,  for  no  man  or  no 
spirit  could  enter  this  sacred  circle  without  seeing  what  was  to  the  west. 

And  the  man  on  the  eagle  could  not  see  as  he  was  a man  blinded  on  one  side. 
The  man  on  the  Great  Eagle  stood  suspended  in  the  North  as  the  Eagle  had 
now  gone  into  the  other  side  of  the  fire,  a hole  in  which  he  could  not  see 
but  knew  that  below  was  the  earth.  There  were  others  from  Great  Turtle 
Nations  on  the  left  who  had  looked  down  into  the  other  side  of  the  fire, 
but  to  see  on  the  right  was  not  possible  for  the  man,  so  he  knew  not  what 
was  in  the  West  of  this  great  circle.  A spirit-man  with  a triangle  hat  came 
from  the  South  and  approached  the  circle.  He  was  a soldier.  He  looked  down 

into  the  great  void  onto  the  earth  and  began  to  look  as  to  weep.  And  the 

man  who  was  taken  to  the  stars  by  the  eagle  heard  the  cry  of  a Wolf  seven 
times,  and  another  seven  times  the  Eagle  cried  with  the  wolf,  and  seven 
stars  flew  as  sparks  down  through  the  hole  in  the  other  side  of  the  fire 
and  each  split  into  three.  And  this  man  who  was  taken  by  the  Great  Eagle  to 
the  Grand  Council  began  to  hear  the  these  great  chiefs  and  warriors  speak 
without  words  to  let  him  hear  what  he  was  to  hear.  The  Spirit-man  with  the 
three  cornered  hat  was  in  lament  for  what  had  become  to  the  land  and  the 
people.  He  asked  if  there  was  anything  he  could  do  to  help.  He  was 
expressing  sorrow  for  what  he  had  done.  The  Great  One  who  sat  in  the  East 
facing  West  said  in  words  that  carried  and  went  out  to  all  directions  that 
the  people  must  return  to  their  old  ways  and  start  new.  That  all  must  be 
put  back  to  the  way  it  was.  He  said  then  you  may  help.  In  the  meantime  you 
must  listen  to  the  words  of  the  truth  because  you  have  not  in  the  past. 

Your  people  have  taken  the  power  of  the  fire  and  misused  it,  and  for  this 
all  are  suffering.  So  we  send  a message  all  may  see  but  few  will 
understand.  These  sparks  from  the  fire  will  follow." 

"The  Great  Eagle  flew  out  of  the  center  of  the  starburst  and  again  took  the 
man  on  but  this  time  not  on  his  back  but  into  his  heart,  for  this  next 
journey  would  be  in  a place  he  could  not  survive.  The  Great  Eagle  flew  back 
to  the  beginning  of  the  mountain  pass  but  this  time  it  was  different.  As 
he  flew  past  the  people  footpaths  grew  into  roads  which  turned  black.  The 
black  roads  grew  wider  and  stripped  with  lines  and  became  filled  with 
things  that  would  take  away  the  people.  As  the  trees  were  replaced  with 
poles  of  light  the  sun  grew  hotter  and  the  sky  took  on  the  color  of  the 
earth.  The  great  waters  no  longer  reflected  the  color  of  the  sky.  The 
things  that  took  the  people  over  the  roads  were  now  gone  and  the  sky  was 
more  red  and  filled  with  black  dust.  There  were  now  people  in  the  sky  in 
silver  birds  without  wings.  They  all  looked  the  same  and  all  were  sickly. 

They  talked  into  snakes  and  they  could  be  heard  saying  to  one  another.  "One 
there  were  people  here."  The  Great  Eagle  turned  around  and  took  the  man 
back  to  the  people  where  the  fire  was  which  began  the  journey.  As  the  man 
opened  his  eyes  from  the  dream  it  was  like  the  others  around  the  fire  were 
there  too.  They  knew  about  the  mountain  and  the  roads.  That  the  two 
mountain  paths,  that  were  really  one,  and  that  each  had  to  choose  which 
direction  they  would  take.  The  man  spoke  saying  "They  are  doing  things  all 
wrong.  They  are  reaching  for  the  stars  with  fire  when  they  should  reach 
with  their  hearts.  They  want  all  the  riches  of  the  earth  to  hide  away  and 
control  for  themselves,  when  it  belongs  to  no  man  but  to  all  things  which 
live.  Now  they  send  things  to  the  sky  to  search  on  a barren  place  for  life 
while  they  destroy  the  life  here.  If  they  find  something  which  they  value 
the  will  destroy  more  of  what  is  here  and  try  to  go  there.  But  there  is 
nothing  there  to  destroy."  When  the  nab  stopped  speaking  three  blue  sparks 
went  up  through  the  top  of  the  firehole  and  up.  The  next  morning  it  was 
announced  on  the  radio  that  NASA  had  lost  contact  with  the  Mars  Voyager 


very  late  that  night.  Noone  gave  it  another  thought. 


"c"  1993  & 1996  United  Native  Culture  & Language  Exchange 
for  United  Native  American  Television  Broadcasting 

"RE : Token  Indian?"  

Date:  Thu,  03  Oct  1996  08:55:09  -0500 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : TOKEN  INDIAN?  October  Commentary  by  Dason  Terrel 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

[Editorial  Note:  Great  effort  has  been  made  to  avoid  _any_ 
inclusion  of  the  U.  S.  presidential  race  in  this  newsletter, 
though  several  factors  encourage  it  (comments  by  ALL  the 
candidates,  Winona  LaDuke  running  for  Vice  President  for  the 
Green  Party,  some  rather  timely  proclamations...),  but  I 
believe  all  will  appreciate  this  exception.] 

The  following  commentary  was  published  in  the  October,  1996  issue  of  The 
CHEROKEE  OBSERVER.  It  was  written  by  Dason  R.  Terrel,  Observer  Foreign 
Correspondent . 

TOKEN  INDIAN? 

Well,  the  race  for  the  U.S.  Presidency  is  on.  The  furor  was  launched 
like  a ship  from  the  dock  with  the  onset  of  the  Republican  and  Democrat 
convention.  Staged,  prepared,  and  rehearsed  though  they  were,  they  each 
had  one  theme,  they  claimed  in  common:  diversity. 

Like  two  auctioneers  trying  to  up  the  political  ante,  the  parties 
paraded  their  most  famous  minority  members  before  the  millions  of  TV 
viewers . 

The  Republicans  put  their  'token  Indian'  up  on  the  podium  in  the  form  of 
Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  of  Colorado.  He  spoke  very  eloquently  of 
the  importance  of  protecting  private  property  rights  and  the  right  to  use 
public  lands.  Two  topics,  it  would  seem,  that  go  straight  against  the 
grain  of  the  interest  of  Native  people. 

After  all,  wasn't  it  the  concept  of  private  property  that  moved  Congress 
to  pass  the  Dawes  Allotment  Act?  And  the  right  to  use  public  lands 
forever  trapped  Bear  Butte  (a  sacred  place  to  many  Plains  tribes, 
including  Campbell's  tribe.  Northern  Cheyenne)  in  a legal  nightmare  where 
tourists  are  free  to  much  candy  bars  and  roam  among  the  sacred  spots  where 
Natives  have  prayed  and  sacrificed  for  thousands  of  years.  So  much  for 
the  Republicans. 

Then  we  have  the  Democratic  Convention.  Much  of  the  same  propaganda  and 
same  inspirational  speeches.  But,  when  it  came  time  to  show  their 
'diversity'  the  Democrats  called  upon  our  Principal  Chief,  Doe  Byrd,  as 
their  'token  Indian.' 

What's  wrong  with  this  picture?  Certainly  it's  an  honor  for  our  people 
to  have  the  Principal  Chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  standing  next  to  the 
President  of  the  U.S.  But,  what  did  his  appearance  achieve  for  Native 
Americans?  For  the  Cherokee  people?  Did  America  gain  any  greater  insight 
about  the  problems  facing  Native  in  general  and  Cherokees  in  specific? 

Did  Dohn  Q.  Public,  his  wife  and  2.5  children  come  away  from  the  Chief's 
speech  with  the  idea  that  the  Democrats  are  the  party  to  help  Indian 
people? 

Probably  not.  More  than  likely  they  commented  on  how  nice  he  was 
dressed  or  how  clever  the  Democrats  must  be  for  getting  the  Principal 
Chief  of  the  nation's  second  largest  federally  recognized  tribe  to  speak 
on  their  behalf.  Some  people  have  said  that  the  appearance  of  Native 
tribesmen  en  masse  at  the  Democratic  convention  sent  a signal  to  the  nation 
and  the  politicians  that  Native  people  are  active,  politically  savvy  and  a 
force  to  be  reckoned  with.  Some  might  also  say  that  the  presence  of  two 
such  well  known  Native  people  in  two  major  conventions  is  a sign  that 
Natives  are  moving  up  in  the  political  landscape. 

I'm  not  sure  about  all  that,  but  if  we're  not  very  careful,  we  might 
just  be  buried  under  that  same  political  landscape. 


Now  that  many  tribes  are  growing  rich  with  the  flood  of  casino  money, 
it's  understandable  that  some  of  that  money  may  find  it's  way  into  the 
campaign  coffers  of  many  of  Washington's  power  brokers.  But,  what  is  to  be 
gained  by  Natives  allowing  themselves  to  be  used  as  political 
poster  children  to  showcase  a party's  so-called  'diversity.'  This  isn't 
much  more  politically  advanced  a concept  than  the  old  Wild  West  show  where 
Natives  like  Black  Elk  were  used  to  illustrate  the  "true  west." 

I don't  blame  the  Chief  for  speaking.  He  took  the  opportunity  he  was 
given.  But,  surely  he  must've  seen  that  all  the  Democrats  were  interested 
in  was  having  a 'token  redman'  to  go  up  against  Senator  Campbell?  Rather 
that  being  the  Phoenix  who  rises  from  the  ashes,  our  Principal  Chief  was 
used  much  like  a political  lamb  lead  to  the  slaughter. 

And  that  doesn't  help  Native  people.  Democrat  or  Republican. 

"RE : Poem:  Earth  is  a Drum"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Oct  1996  14:16:02  -0700 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (lohn  Berry) 

Sub j : Poem:  Earth  is  a Drum 

UUCP  email 

Earth  is  a Drum 

From  Dawn ' s rise. 

To  Dusk's  set. 

Shadows  and  dust. 

Race  across  Mother  earth. 

Across  the  red  plains. 

Racing  down  the  wind. 

Earth  is  a drum. 

We  are  as  dust,  upon  her. 

So,  small,  we  step. 

Earth  is  a drum. 

We  listen,  always. 

To  our  mother's  call. 

Our  hearts,  echo,  the  beat. 

Earth  is  a drum. 

Earth  is  a drum. 

Carefully  we  step. 

Dancing  with  the  wind. 

Earth  is  a drum. 

Like  grass  we  move. 

Earth  is  a drum. 

Listening  carefully,  we  dance. 

Earth  is  a drum. 

From  Dawn ' s rise. 

To  Dusk's  set. 

Together,  we  dance. 

Earth  is  a drum. 


John  Berry 
Oklahoma 


1996 


"RE ; Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/10/16  00:56 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  20-26 

OKAKOPA 

(October) 

(Ikuwa) 

20 

If  you  would  see  all  the  world,  climb  to  the  mountain's  pinnacle. 

21 

The  solitude  of  the  wilderness  helps  me  find  myself. 

22 

Pele  builds  and  re-builds  the  land  until  she  is  satisfied  with  her  creation. 

23 

Teach  me  the  magic  of  the  night. 

24 

Those  we  love  are  near  to  us  in  spirit. 

25 

Tread  gently  upon  the  dew-pearled  grass  of  morning. 

26 

It  is  never  too  late  to  change,  to  learn,  to  grow. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  17  October  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  lanet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

I'm  going  to  do  something  unusual  for  me  --  and  that  is  to  pass  on 
information  written  to  me  via  e-mail  anonymously  on  request.  AIM 
and  other  Native  Americans  are  picketing  "Prairie's  Edge,"  a Native 
American  crafts  store  in  Rapid  City,  SD.  I was  sent  the  text  from 
the  flyer  that  I was  copied: 

flyer  begins  — 

How  can  you  celebrate  Native  American 
Day  in  a Meaningful  way? 
loin  the  Picketing  of  Prairie  Edge 
(6th  & Main,  Rapid  City,  SD) 

EXPLOITATION  OF  NATIVE  ART  & ARTISTS 

Intolerable  working  conditions  at  Sioux  Trading  Post,  Unfair  firings  and 
forced  resignations  of  Native  American  employees,  no  Native  Americans  in 
managerial  positions. 

Low  wholesale  prices  paid  for  Native  art  for  resale  at  high  (220%  markup) 
prices . 

Commercialization  of  spiritual  symbolism 

Featuring  Native  artists  but  using  non-Native  workers  in  mass-production 
Picketing  Schedule: 

Oct  14th  Noon  to  7 PM 


Oct  15-18  2 to  7 PM 

October  19th  News  Conference  & Demonstration  Noon  to  7 PM 

— flyer  end-- 

I feel  strongly  that  Native  artists  and  artisans  have  for  too  long  accepted 
a pittance  for  work  that  later  found  its  way  to  museums  and  private 
collections  and  that  is  generally  regarded  as  priceless.  There  are 
movements  arising  to  set  up  crafts  cooperatives  that  ensure  that  Native 
artists  and  craftspeople  receive  a more  fair  return  and  maintain  more 
control  over  the  marketing  of  their  work.  It  is  my  understanding  that  such 
a cooperative  may  well  grow  out  of  the  protest  against  this  one  store,  which 
is  (by  the  way)  more  the  rule  than  the  exception  in  its  practices. 

=======  > Evening  Star  = 


= off  the  soapbox  and  on  to  the  powwows 


Date:  Tue,  8 Oct  1996  23:41:38  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <cmilda@goodnet . com> 

Sub j : AMERICAN  INDIAN  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND  benefit  Art  Auction 

Please  loin  us  for  our  third  Auction  of 
American  Indian  Fine  Arts  and  Crafts 
to  benefit 

The  University  of  Arizona 
Graduate  College 

AMERICAN  INDIAN  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
SILENT  AND  VOICE  AUCTION 
Sunday,  November  10,  1996 
3:00  p.m  to  6:00  p.m. 
at  the 

DoubleTree  Hotel 
Grand  Ballroom 
445  South  Alvernon  Way 
Tucson  Arizona 

FOOD  AND  REFRESHMENTS  WILL  BE  SERVED 
Ticket  Price:  $20  per  person 
$30  per  couple 
major  credit  cards  accepted 
R.S.V.P.  By  November  5,  1996 
For  further  information  call  520-621-7989 
Strength  Through  Learning  For  Indian  Nations  for  America 

CONTRIBUTORS  INCLUDE: 

R E Barstow 
Phillip  Beaumont 
Lorenzo  Clayton 
Gerald  Dawavendewa 
Lawrence  Edge 
R C Gorman 
Gene  Barett  Haynes 
Edgar  Hachivi  Heap  of  Birds 
Truman  Lowe 
Duke  Sine 
Roy  M Walters 
Larry  Yazzie 

Special  Thanks  to  the  Pascua  Yaqui  Tribe 
Major  Underwriter  of  the  AISF  Auction 


Date:  Thu,  10  Oct  1996  20:41:10  -0400 
From:  Sandy  Cooper  <sandyc@worldnet.att.net> 
Sub j : Powwow 

2nd  Annual  Indian  Summer  Powwow 
October  12  & 13,  1996 
Roanoke  County's  Green  Hill  Park 
Gates  Open  Sat.  10am  - 8pm 


Sun.  Open  10am  - 6pm 

Admission:  Adults  - $6.00 

Kids  (6-12)  - $3.00 
5 and  under  free 

It's  going  to  be  a beautiful  day.  Come  out  and  see  Indians  in  full 
dance  regalia  compete  for  over  $6,500.00  in  prize  money.  American 
Indian  flute  playing  by  Arnold  Richardson.  Meet  the  finest  craftspeople 
in  the  country.  Native  American  storytelling  by  Dovie  Thomason.  See  a 
fully  furnished  1850's  Sioux  style  Tipi  village.  Try  Indian  foods  like 
Buffalo  Burgers  & Stew,  Indian  Tacos,  Fry  Bread  and  more.  Javier 
Alarcon  famous  Aztec  Fire  & Deer  Dancer.  Learn  about  Indian  culture, 
spirituality  & customs.  Saturday  night  Bonfire!  Dance  with  the  Indian 
people. 

Visit  the  BARE  WISDOM  Table,  and  get  the  latest  on  Native  American 
Issues,  updates,  and  LEONARD  PELTIER  information!!!! 

Thanks, 

Sandy 


Date:  12  Oct  1996  21:14:23  GMT 

From:  mas72499@pegasus.cc.ucf.edu  (Manny  A Sanchez) 

Sub j : 10th  Annual  A. I. A Orlando  Powwow 

The  American  Indian  Association  of  Florida  will  be  holding  its  10th  Annual 
A. I. A.  Orlando  Powwow  during  November  1-3  at  the  Central  Florida 
Fairgrounds  (West  Flighway  50). 

Head  Staff: 

Host  Drum  - Eagle  Claw,  Lawton  OK 
Invited  Drum  - Walking  Buffalo,  SK,  CN 
MC  - Thomas  Chibitty,  Moore,  OK 
Otto  Mahsetky,  Sebring,  FL 
Arena  Director  - R.G.  Harris,  Stroud,  OK 
Head  Man  - Little  Deer  Big  Mountain,  Commanche/Mohawk 
Head  Woman  - Katrina  Big  Mountain,  Cree 

$7,500  Prize  Money  * Eight  1st  Place  Adult  Jackets  * Ribbons 
Point  System  * Registration  closes  12noon  Sat.  * 3 dancer  minimum  in 
each  category 

Grand  Entry  Times: 

Friday  - 7:30pm  * Saturday  - 1pm  & 7:30pm  * Sunday  - 1pm 

NO  DRUGS!  NO  ALCOHOL! 

Powwow  information  contact: 

Michelle  McRae  (407)  786-5594 
Artie  McRae  (407)  862-9676 
Clara  Spurlock  (407)  299-1207 
or  write  to:  Powwow  Committee 

The  American  Indian  Association  of  Fla. 

PO  Box  260 

Winter  Park,  FL  32790 


Date:  Fri,  11  Oct  1996  06:18:52  +0000 
From:  David  and  Diane  <Ableza@best . com> 

Sub j : Veterans  Pow  Wow 

The  San  Jose  Honoring  of  Veterans  Pow  Wow  will  be  held  November  16th 
from  6PM  till  midnight  at  Independence  High  School  in  San  Jose,  CA.  For 
more  information,  please  call  (408)  971-9622.  Hope  to  see  all  veterans 
there ! 


From  News  From  Indian  Country: 

Oct  18-20  - 15th  NAIA  Fall  Fest,  Hermitage  Landing,  Nashville,  TN 
Info:  615-726-0806 


Oct  19 


Dawnland  Center  Intertribal  Fall  Social,  Elks  Lodge 


City  Club  Rd.,  Montpelier,  VT 
Info:  802-229-0601 

Oct  19-20  - 9th  AITA,  Summit  Hall,  Toledo,  OH 
Info:  419-249-2601,  press  2 

Oct  22-23  - Howard  County  Cultural  Exchange,  Friendship,  MD 
Info:  919-257-5383 

Oct  25-27  - Mid  Columbia  River,  Tribal  Grounds,  Celilo,  OR 
Info:  541-298-1559 

Oct  25-27  - 8th  Meherrin,  Winton,  NC 
Info:  919-358-4375 

Oct  26  - 4th  Inter-Tribal  Fall  Gourd  Dance,  Norman,  OK 

Info:  405-321-8070 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

UN  Fourth  World  Conference  on  Women  via  Glen  Welker,  Donna  Hales/Muskogee 
Daily  Phoenix  via  Marvin  and  Linda  Summerfield/Cherokee  Observer, 

Norbert  S.  Hill,  3r.  via  Ime  Salazar(AISES  Release),  Larry  Kibby, 

lanet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr.  via  Feather  Eaglerock, 

lason  R.  Terrel  via  Marvin  and  Linda  Summerfield/Cherokee  Observer, 

3o  Anne  House(Press  Release),  Bernadette  Chato,  3oe  Campagna,  Stefan  Wray, 
John  Berry,  Southwest  Organizing  Project,  Karin  Bohacek,  Randy  Legault, 

Dr.  Lotsee  Patterson  (Announcement),  Brian  Hauk,  Rod  Whited 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  17  October  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Date:  Tue,  8 Oct  1996  21:38:47  -0600 
From:  pduran@wsu.edu  (Phil  Duran) 

Sub j : Song  to  the  Creator  Exhibition  (10/14-12/15,  Washington  State  U.) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  following  announcement  is  being  posted  for  Barbara  Coddington  and  Ann 
McCormack  of  the  Plateau  Project. 

A SONG  TO  THE  CREATOR 
Traditional  Arts  of  Native  American  Women  of  the  Plateau 
Museum  of  Art  Fine  Arts  Center 
Washington  State  University 
Pullman,  Washington 
Exhibition 

October  14  - December  15,  1996 
http : //www.wsu . edu : 8080/~plateau/ 

To  bring  a group  to  the  Museum  or  to  schedule  a decent  tour,  call 
509/335-1910.  For  updated  program  information,  call  509/335-1910,  email 
artmuse@wsu.edu,  or  fax  509/335-6635(pause)51910. 

October  13-15  "Quest  for  Healing"  Conference 


Presented  by  Native  Women  of  the  Palouse  and  WSU  Student  NAWA. 
For  information  contact:  Ann  McCormack  509/332-4039 

All  of  the  following  events  are  free  and  open  to  the  public. 

October  13  "The  Keepers  of  Tradition: 

Women  and  Their  Songs  in  South  Central  British  Columbia" 

Lecture  on  Plateau  music  by  Wendy  Wickwire,  ethnomusicologist 
7:30  pm,  Wadleigh  Theatre,  Daggy  Hall 
October  14  Artist  Demonstrations 

1:30  pm  - 5:30  pm,  Compton  Union  Building  Ballroom 
"Seven  Hands,  Seven  Hearts" 

Lecture  and  poetry  by  Elizabeth  Woody,  Plateau  poet  and 
Professor  of  Creative  Writing.  Reception  following. 

7:30  pm,  Compton  Union  Building  Ballroom 
October  31  "Indigenous  Expressions" 

Lecture  by  Pat  Courtney  Gold,  traditional  basket  maker 
12:00  Noon,  Cascade  Room,  Compton  Union  Building 
November  13  "Cradleboards,  Cama  and  Cures:  Songs  of  Plateau  Women" 

Lecture  by  Professor  Emeritus  Loran  Olsen 
7:30  pm.  Fine  Arts  Auditorium 

November  21  "Pa'tla'pa:  Service  and  Sacred,  the  Plateau  Woven  Hat" 

Lecture  by  Vivian  Adams,  Curator,  High  Desert  Museum 
7:30  pm.  Fine  Arts  Auditorium 
December  7 "According  to  Coyote" 

Performance  of  traditional  Nez  Perce  stories 
by  Carlotta  Kauffmann 
7:30  pm,  Bryan  Auditorium 

"RE : Save  Albuquerque  Petroglyphs"  

Date:  Thu,  10  Oct  1996  15:14:53  -0700 
From:  swop@igc.apc.org  (SWOP) 

Sub j : Action  Needed  to  Save  Albuquerque  Petroglyphs 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

From:  Southwest  Organizing  Project  <swop@igc . ape . org> 

PETROGLYPH  NATIONAL  MONUMENT  IN  NEW  MEXICO  IMPERILED  BY  ROAD  PLANS 
October  10,  1996 

The  Petroglyph  National  Monument  comprises  more  than  7,200  acres  along 
Albuquerque's  scenic  West  Mesa  Escarpment  and  was  established  by  Congress  in 
1990.  The  Monument  is  home  to  more  than  15,000  documented  works  of  rock  art, 
known  as  Petroglyphs,  the  largest  known  unexcavated  pueblo  in  the  region, 
and  more  than  three  hundred  other  archaeological  sites.  The  Monument  also 
contains  numerous  unique  natural  and  geological  features,  including  five 
volcanoes  which  frame  Albuquerque's  western  skyline. 

Visitors  from  around  the  globe  flock  to  New  Mexico  to  experience  and  learn 
about  the  ways  of  its  native  peoples  who  first  settled  the  region  - the 
Pueblo  Indian  and  Hispanic  peoples  who  continue  to  maintain  their  spiritual 
and  cultural  traditions.  The  Monument  and  its  resources  are  of  substantial 
spiritual  and  cultural  importance  to  the  native  peoples. 

The  Monument's  resources  are  threatened  by  uncontrolled,  sprawl  development 
of  one  of  the  nation's  most  rapidly  growing  urban  areas.  Congress  recognized 
this  threat  and  created  the  Monument  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
area's  nationally  significant  cultural  and  natural  resources  from  the 
threats  posed  by  urbanization  and  vandalism. 

The  Monument  is  now  threatened  by  the  City  of  Albuquerque's  plans  to 
construct  two  commuter  highways  through  the  Monument  - six  lane  Paseo  del 
Norte  and  four  lane  Unser  Boulevard.  The  roads  are  being  pushed  by 
Albuquerque  Mayor  Martin  Chavez.  Mayor  Chavez  was  elected  in  1994  by  the 
narrowest  of  margins,  thanks  to  hefty  campaign  contributions  from  developers 
and  landowners  who  now  stand  to  benefit  from  the  proposed  roads.  Chavez  has 
taken  on  the  construction  project  as  a personal  crusade.  Chavez  has  vowed 


that  the  roads  will  be  built  and  has  predicted  that  there  will  be  movement 
on  the  issue  within  weeks  of  the  upcoming  November  election. 

It  is  widely  acknowledged  that  construction  of  Paseo  del  Norte  would 
violate  applicable  federal  laws.  For  this  reason  Chavez  is  pushing  for  a 
Congressional  fix  - an  amendment  to  the  Act  which  created  the  monument  which 
would  authorize  construction  of  the  road.  We  need  you  help  in  preventing 
such  an  atrocity,  which  will  result  in  desecration  of  a sacred  area,  set  a 
dangerous  precedent  by  allowing  construction  of  commuter  highways  through  a 
unit  of  the  National  Park  System,  and  degrade  the  area's  cultural, 
archaeological,  scientific  and  natural  values. 

- Please  write  Mayor  Chavez  to  let  him  know  that  you  oppose  his  plans  for 
the  roads.  A sample  letter  follows. 

- Please  send  a copy  of  your  letter  to  the  Albuquerque  Petroglyph  Coalition 
c/o  Southwest  Organizing  Project  / 211  10th  Street,  SW  / Albuquerque,  New 
Mexico  87102 

Thanks  for  your  support! 

Mayor  Martin  I.  Chavez 
City  of  Albuquerque 
1 Civic  Plaza 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  87102 
Dear  Mayor  Chavez: 

I am  writing  to  let  you  know  that  I strongly  oppose  your  plans  to  build  two 
commuter  highways  through  Petroglyph  National  Monument. 

The  Monument  is  a national  treasure.  It  is  a unit  of  the  National  Park 
System.  Its  resources  should  not  be  degraded  for  commuter  highways.  It  is 
Albuquerque's  responsibility  to  work  with  the  Park  Service  to  ensure  that 
the  Monument  receives  the  protection  it  deserves.  Surely  you  and  your  staff 
should  be  able  to  find  alternatives  for  roads  which  would  adequately  serve 
Albuquerque's  transportation  needs. 

Albuquerque  is  fortunate  that  Congress  has  graced  it  with  a National 
Monument  on  its  western  border.  With  the  possible  exception  of  a few  special 
interests,  the  entire  Albuquerque  community  benefits  enormously  from  the 
Monument.  The  City  should  make  the  Monument  a showcase  for  its  residents  and 
visitors . 

While  the  Albuquerque  area  is  attractive  in  many  ways,  the  City  is  fast 
acquiring  the  reputation  of  being  a place  of  uncontrolled,  sprawl 
development,  and  a City  which  does  not  do  a good  job  of  protecting  its 
special  places.  It  will  not  look  good  for  Albuquerque  if  the  City  sacrifices 
a unit  of  the  National  Park  Service  to  sprawl  development. 

Please  abandon  your  plans  to  build  Paseo  del  Norte  and  Unser  Boulevard 
through  Petroglyph  National  Monument. 

Sincerely, 


This  note  accompanied  the  response  to  my  request  to  include  this  article 
in  this  issue  of  Wotanging  Ikche/Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya/Otapi ' sin 
Atsinikiisinaakssin/Aunchemokauhettittea : 

Go  for  it.  One  thing  - the  name  of  the  umbrella  group  is  the  Petroglyph 
Monument  Protection  Coalition.  It's  contact  number  is  (505)  766-9930 
(Tonantzin  Land  Institute).  Please  continue  to  emphasize  that  people  who 
send  letters  to  Mayor  Chavez  send  copies  of  their  letters  to  the  Southwest 
Organizing  Project  at  the  address  included  in  the  post. 

Thanks! 


RE:  Letter  to  Episcopal  Bishop 


Date:  Wed,  9 Oct  1996  00:07:11  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : WE  Council  files  second  complaint  to  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Minn. 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NEWS  RELEASE  FOR  NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH 
AND  RESOURCE  CENTER: 

OPEN  LETTER  TO  THE  RIGHT  REVEREND  l AMES  D ELINEK,  BISHOP  OF  THE  EPISCOPAL 
DIOCESE  OF  MINNESOTA,  AND  PRIEST  OF  THE  DIOCESE 

As  Episcopalians,  leaders  in  our  churches,  and  tribal  government  servants 
of  the  people  here  on  the  White  Earth  Reservation,  we  must  vigorously 
protest  the  increasingly  destructive  political  activities  of  a local 
priest  and  Canon  missionary  and  ask  that  you  discipline  him. 

As  you  know.  Bishop,  we  objected  long  ago  to  you  Doyle  Turner,  who  in 
our  opinion  no  longer  deserves  the  title  of  "Reverend,"  had  sided  with  the 
forces  of  darkness  on  our  reservation  when  he  accepted  favors  from  a 
tyrannical  government  here  and  never  once  in  20  years  denounced  the 
oppression . 

Now,  Turner  has  thrown  himself  wholeheartedly  into  a alliance  with  three 
convicts  who  ran  our  government  into  poverty,  chaos  and  hopelessness.  With 
Darrell  "Chip"  Wadena,  Derry  Rawley,  Rick  Clark  and  two  others  who  haven't 
yet  been  indicted,  he  is  urging  the  federal  government  to  reinstate  this 
corrupt  council  and  throw  us  reformers  out. 

Since  former  chairman  Wadena  is  already  in  jail.  Turner  sees  himself 
assuming  the  role  of  chairman.  He  participated  in  a self -designed 
"election"  after  which  he  declared  himself  the  new  chairman  and  proceed  to 
have  himself  sworn  in. 

He  seems  to  be  blind  and  deaf  to  the  fact  that  our  people,  the  Minnesota 
Chippewa  Tribe,  and  the  federal  government  all  recognize  this  new 
government.  He  threatens  to  take  us  over.  Various  "factions"  on  the 
reservation  have  joined  to  prevent  this  from  happening. 

People,  young  and  old,  gather  day  after  day  at  the  tribal  headquarters 
to  protect  our  new  freedom  from  Turner  and  his  corrupt  associates.  This 
morning,  once  again,  we  were  forces  to  come  in  early  morning  darkness  and 
prepare  ourselves  for  yet  another  threatened  Turner  "takeover"  of  our 
government.  Our  people  are  tired! 

The  previous  council  has  left  deep  mistrust  and  dysfunction  in  its  wake. 
Our  tribe  is  full  of  wounded  people  who  yearn  for  stability  and  hope  for 
their  children's  futures.  We  see  them  every  hour  of  every  day.  They  not 
only  need  food,  housing  and  jobs,  but  someone  to  listen  to  their  life 
stories  and  encourage  their  dreams. 

Doyle  Turner  could  be  participating  in  this  healing  process.  But  he  is 
not.  Rather,  he  has  chosen  to  follow  a path  of  divisiveness.  Such  a path 
is  bad  enough  out  in  the  dominant  society;  but  here  at  White  Earth,  it  is 
truly  evil,  because  our  gains  are  still  fledgling,  and  the  trust  that  is 
growing  here  is  still  tender. 

Bishop,  many  extraordinary  people,  a good  number  of  them  Episcopalians, 
are  working  hard  to  protect  our  fragile  democracy.  From  whom?  Doyle 
Turner  and  his  associates  for  the  old  , corrupt  regime.  Do  you  understand 
what  is  happening  at  White  Earth? 

In  you  April  25th  letter,  you  called  our  language  "political  hyperbole." 
We  wonder  if  the  people  from  Rwanda  or  South  Africa  spoke  strongly  to  you 
about  the  death  and  oppression  in  their  villages,  would  you  call  it 
hyperbole?  As  you  relax  in  your  comfortable  office,  dare  you  call  a 
people's  struggle  for  existence  "political  hyperbole?"  Dare  you  not  take  a 
stand? 

We  request  you  take  action  on  your  priest.  The  people  of  the  White 
Earth  Reservation  have  suffered  enough  under  the  heavy  had  of  the  Church. 
May  Gitchi-Manidou  Be  With  Us. 


Eugene  "Bugger"  McArthur 

Tribal  Chairman  and  Member  of  St.  Columbia's  Episcopal  Church  of  White  Earth 


Erma  3.  Vizenor 

Tribal  Secretary/Treasurer  and 
Member  of  Breck  Memorial 
Episcopal  Church  of  Pine  Point, 

White  Earth  Reservation 
Irene  Auginaush-Hvezda 
Tribal  District  I Representative  and 
Member  of  St.  Philip's  Episcopal 
Church  of  Rice  lake. 

White  Earth  Reservation 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : Renewed  Policing  Policy"  

Date:  Mon,  30  Sep  1996  07:30:00  -0400 
From:  legaulr@sgc.gc.ca  (Legault,  Randy) 

Sub  j : Renewed  First  Nations  Policing  Policy  --  Canada  (long) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

October  10,  1996 

FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT  RENEWS  FIRST  NATIONS  POLICING  POLICY  AND  PROGRAM 

OTTAWA-The  Federal  Government  has  reaffirmed  its  commitment  to  the  First 
Nations  Policing  Policy  (FNPP),  created  in  1991  to  provide  improved 
policing  services  for  First  Nations  communities  across  Canada,  Solicitor 
General  Herb  Gray  announced  today. 

"The  Government  renewed  this  initiative  because  it  is  committed  to 
improving  police  services  for  First  Nations  communities.  The  FNPP  is 
another  example  of  the  government's  commitment  to  its  'Safe  Homes/Safe 
Streets'  agenda,"  said  Mr.  Gray. 

"The  renewed  policy  places  an  increased  emphasis  on  public  safety, 
especially  the  protection  of  vulnerable  groups  such  as  women  and 
children.  In  addition,  we  have  made  the  FNPP  more  flexible,  to  make  it 
easier  and  more  efficient  to  administer,"  Mr.  Gray  said. 

For  First  Nations  communities,  the  policy  means: 

A key  role  for  First  Nations  communities  in  choosing  a police  service 
which  respects  their  culture  and  traditions  and  accommodates  their  desire 
for  increased  authority  and  greater  control  over  matters  affecting  their 
communities; 

Continuing  improvements  to  the  administration  of  justice,  the 
maintenance  of  social  order,  public  security  and  personal  safety, 
especially  of  vulnerable  groups,  such  as  women  and  children; 

Police  service  accountability  to  the  community  it  serves;  and 

Police  services  that  are  at  the  same  level  and  of  the  same  quality  as 
police  services  provided  to  other  Canadians. 

Linder  the  agreements,  the  federal  government  pays  52%  and  the  provincial 
government  48%  of  the  cost  of  the  police  service  created  under  the  FNPP. 

The  agreements  are  worked  out  in  discussions  among  the  two  levels  of 
government  and  the  First  Nations  concerned. 

First  Nations  police  officers  have  the  same  powers  as  any  other  police 
officer  in  Canada,  and  enforce  the  Criminal  Code,  provincial  laws  and 
band  by-laws. 

The  FNPP  has  been  very  successful,  with  91  tripartite  agreements  already 
in  place.  More  than  half  of  the  eligible  population  is  now  covered  by 
tripartite  agreements  under  the  program. 


Reference: 
Dan  Brien 


Communications  Assistant 
Solicitor  General  Canada 
(613)  991-2874 

1996-037 

Internet  § http://www.sgc.gc.ca/ 
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BACKGROUNDER 

RENEWED  FIRST  NATIONS  POLICING  POLICY 

The  First  Nations  Policing  Policy  (FNPP)  was  introduced  by  the  federal 
government  in  Dune  1991  to  provide  First  Nations  across  Canada  access  to 
police  services  that  are  professional,  effective,  culturally  appropriate, 
and  accountable  to  the  communities  they  serve. 

The  FNPP,  administered  by  the  Department  of  the  Solicitor  General, 
operates  on  the  principle  of  partnership.  Under  the  Policy,  the  federal 
government,  provincial  and  territorial  governments  and  First  Nations  work 
together  to  negotiate  tripartite  agreements  for  police  services  that  meet 
the  particular  needs  of  each  community.  The  policy  applies  to  all  Indian 
reserves,  to  certain  other  Indian  communities  on  Crown  land  and  to  Inuit 
communities . 

When  the  Department  of  the  Solicitor  General  assumed  responsibility  for 
the  administration  of  the  FNPP  in  April  1992,  it  made  a commitment  to 
assess  its  impact  and  effectiveness  at  the  end  of  the  first  five  years. 

An  independent  review  of  the  first  five  years  of  operation  of  the  FNPP 
found  the  policy  to  be  "relevant,  sound  and  on-track".  The  review  also 
found  that  provincial,  territorial  and  most  First  Nations  partners 
believe  the  tripartite  process  is  the  most  effective  way  to  address  First 
Nations  policing  at  this  time. 

On  the  strength  of  this  review,  the  federal  government  reaffirmed  its 
ongoing  commitment  to  the  FNPP,  and  approved  minor  changes  to  the  Policy 
in  the  Spring  of  1996.  The  changes  address  suggestions  raised  in 
implementing  the  Policy  and  by  the  policy  review. 

While  the  fundamental  elements  of  the  policy  remain  unchanged,  the 
revisions  to  the  FNPP  highlight  its  public  safety  dimension,  particularly 
for  women,  children  and  other  vulnerable  groups.  The  revisions  also 
highlight  a renewed  commitment  to  supporting  First  Nations  to  become 
self-sufficient  and  self-governing,  and  to  maintaining  partnerships  with 
First  Nations  based  on  trust,  mutual  respect  and  participation  in 
decision-making.  In  addition,  flexibility  has  been  added  to  certain 
areas  of  the  FNPP  to  simplify  its  administration. 

For  instance,  the  policy  now  provides  greater  flexibility  in  the  use  of 
non  First  Nations  police  officers  under  the  terms  of  First  Nations 
policing  agreements,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  First  Nations 
involved.  This  is  in  response  to  concerns  expressed  by  First  Nations,  the 
RCMP  and  several  provinces  regarding  the  existing  pool  of  fully  trained 
First  Nations  officers. 

What  is  important  about  the  FNPP  is  that  First  Nations  decide  what  type 
of  police  service  is  best  suited  to  their  needs.  For  instance.  First 
Nations  can  decide  to  set  up  their  own  police  service,  or  use  a special 
contingent  of  First  Nations  officers  within  an  existing  police  service, 
such  as  the  OPP  or  the  RCMP. 

The  federal  government  pays  52  per  cent  and  the  provincial  or  territorial 
government  48  per  cent  of  the  government  contribution  toward  the 
development  and  upkeep  of  First  Nations  police  services.  First  Nations 
communities  are  encouraged  to  help  pay  for  the  cost  of  maintaining  their 
police  service,  particularly  for  enhanced  services. 

To  date,  91  First  Nations  policing  agreements  have  been  signed.  There 
are  now  over  600  fully  trained  First  Nations  police  officers  serving  240 
communities  across  Canada.  Roughly  half  the  eligible  population  is 
covered  by  tripartite  policing  agreements  and  an  additional  30-some  per 
cent  have  some  form  of  First  Nations  policing  through  arrangements  that 
pre-date  the  FNPP. 

A new  policy  guide  reflects  the  changes  approved  by  the  government  and 
replaces  the  earlier  guide  which  was  published  in  1992.  The  new  guide 


can  be  found  on  Solicitor  General  Canada's  Internet  site  at 
http: //www. sgc .gc . ca . 

For  more  information: 

Aboriginal  Policing  Directorate 
Solicitor  General  of  Canada 
340  Laurier  Avenue  West 
Ottawa,  Ontario 
K1A  0P8 

Tel:  (613)  991-0241 

Fax:  (613)  991-0961 

HIGHLIGHTS 

First  Nations  Police  Services: 

Highlights  of  recent  First  Nations  police  services  created  under  the 
First  Nations  Policing  Policy: 

Unama'ki  Police  Services  Agreement: 

Established  in  1994,  the  Unama'ki  Police  Service  is  the  first  independent 
First  Nations  police  service  in  Atlantic  Canada.  For  the  past  two  years. 
Aboriginal  police  officers  have  been  providing  police  services  to  four 
Mi'kmaq  communities  on  Cape  Breton  Island.  According  to  Chief  of  Police 
John  Toney,  the  FNPP  has  ensured  that  the  Mi'kmaq  people  receive  policing 
services  from  officers  who  understand  their  concerns  and  their  language: 

"We  believe  very  strongly  in  the  aspect  of  First  Nations  policing.  The 
First  Nations  Policing  Policy  addresses  many  of  the  concerns  that  have 
plagued  the  First  Nations  people  for  so  long.  Policing  your  own,  in  your 
own  language,  is  the  key  success  to  this  initiative." 

Amerindian  Police  Council 

Last  month,  the  Amerindian  Police  Council  (APC)  and  thirteen  member 
communities  signed  tripartite  agreements  with  the  governments  of  Quebec 
and  Canada.  The  agreements  have  enabled  the  communities  to  strengthen 
their  local  police  services  and  take  advantage  of  the  APC's  expertise  in 
areas  of  training,  financial  support  and  human  resources.  According  to 
Chairperson  Albert  McBride,  the  tripartite  agreements  demonstrate  that 
governments  and  First  Nations  can  work  together  to  achieve  success: 

"The  agreements  enable  our  communities  to  take  another  step  towards 
self-government. . .They  also  recognize  the  ability  of  Aboriginal 
communities  to  manage  their  own  affairs,  in  cooperation  with  the  Quebec 
and  Canadian  governments." 

Anishnabek  Regional  Policing  Agreement: 

The  Anishnabek  Police  Service  (APS)  was  established  in  1993  to  provide 
culturally  appropriate  police  services  to  four  First  Nation  communities 
in  central  Ontario.  Presently,  the  APS  is  in  the  process  of  expanding  to 
provide  police  services  to  an  additional  twelve  Ontario  First  Nation 
communities.  Chief  of  Police  Glen  Bannon  said: 

"Under  the  First  Nations  Policing  Policy,  in  cooperation  with  Canada  and 
Ontario,  our  member  nations,  the  police  governing  authority  and  senior 
police  management,  we  are  able  to  deliver  a culturally  sensitive, 
community  based  peace  keeping  service  to  our  member  nations  in  the  spirit 
of  partnership  with  all  nations  honouring  each  ones  uniqueness  and  the 
creator's  gift  with  dignity  and  respect. 

Canada-Saskatchewan-File  Hills  Community  Tripartite  Agreement: 

Saskatchewan  has  had  great  success  with  the  First  Nations  Policing 
Policy,  dating  back  to  1993  when  the  Federation  of  Saskatchewan  Indian 
Nations,  and  the  governments  of  Canada  and  Saskatchewan  signed  a 
Framework  Agreement.  The  Agreement  provides  the  foundation  to  negotiate 
Community  Tripartite  Agreements  (CTA)  with  the  RCMP. 

The  File  Hills  Agency  RCMP-  First  Nations  Community  Policing  Service  was 
created  in  1995  and  provides  police  services  to  5 First  Nations  in 
central  Saskatchewan.  Lloyd  Desnomie,  Chairperson  of  the  File  Hills 


Police  Management  Board  agrees  that  the  FNPP  is  successful  because 
community  members  can  get  to  know  their  police  officers  on  a more 
personal  level: 

"Policing  in  our  communities  is  working  so  much  better  than  before.  The 
whole  concept  of  community  based  policing  means  that  the  RCMP  members  are 
right  there,  seeing  the  way  we  live,  knowing  what  we  want  from  them.  The 
First  Nations  Policing  Policy  is  certainly  headed  in  the  right 
direction . " 

The  Hobbema  Police  Service  Tripartite  Agreement: 

It's  been  two  years  since  the  Hobbema  Police  Service  was  created  under  the 
First  Nations  Policing  Policy.  Serving  3,100  First  Nations  people  in 
central  Alberta,  the  residents  of  Ermineskin  and  Montana  now  have  a police 
service  comprised  of  professionally  trained  Aboriginal  people  who  are 
responsive  to  the  unique  needs  of  the  community.  As  Marvin  Littlechild, 
Chairperson  of  the  Hobbema  Police  Commission  noted  on  the  day  the 
agreement  was  announced: 

"Signing  this  agreement  is  achievement  for  our  First  Nations 
communities...  Community-based  policing  services  dedicated  to  the 
well-being  and  safety  of  our  people  are  a very  positive  development." 
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"RE : Schedule:  Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Fri,  11  Oct  1996  08:54:14  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Bernadette  Chato  <chato@unm . edu> 

Sub j : Schedule  for  Native  America  Calling 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Here's  the  latest  schedule  for  ^Native  America  Calling.*  Since  we  produce 
a new  show  every  day,  we  are  always  looking  for  knowledgeable  people 
(preferably  Native  Americans)  to  be  guests  on  our  show.  If  you  have  a 
recommendation  for  a guest  after  reading  the  topics  for  upcoming  shows, 
please  e-mail  our  producer  directly  at  harlan@unm.edu.  Your  help  is 
appreciated . 

A list  of  stations  follows  the  schedule.  If  you  want  to  find  out  more 
about  coverage  in  your  area,  please  follow  instructions  given. 

Thanks.  BC 


TO:  NEWS  DIRECTORS,  PROGRAM  DIRECTORS,  GENERAL  MANAGERS 

FR:  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 

DT:  OCTOBER  10,  1996 

RE:  SCHEDULE  FOR  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING,  the  first  national  call-in  radio  program 
to  focus  on  Native  issues,  began  daily  one-hour  feeds  on  6/5/95. 
Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 

Channel  Info:  Channel  8 

PEV  Code  391 

Digital  Frequency  B68.2 

Galaxy  4,  Transponder  B 

Broadcast  Rights: 

Each  program  is  designed  for  live  use.  The  fee  to  carry  NATIVE 
AMERICA  CALLING  is  determined  on  whether  the  station  is  a member 
of  AIROS.  There  is  a set  fee  for  AIROS  members;  if  not  a member, 
fee  is  based  on  station's  annual  revenue. 


****  PROGRAM  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  **** 
Watch  the  DACS  or  your  FAX  for  updates!! 


PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  10/14  - 10/16: 

CO-HOSTS:  TOM  BEAVER  & SHARON  McCONNELL 
MON  - 10/14:  ALASKA  FEDERATION  OF  NATIVES: 

WE  BEGIN  OUR  WEEK-LONG  REMOTE  BROADCASTS  FROM  ANCHORAGE  BY 


CELEBRATING  AFN'S  30TH  ANNIVERSARY.  WE'LL  TALK  ABOUT  THE  ALASKA 
NATIVE  CLAIMS  SETTLEMENT  ACT,  DRILLING  RIGHTS,  SUBSISTENCE,  AND 
OTHER  CRITICAL  ISSUES.  WILL  THE  ALASKA  NATIVE  CULTURE  SURVIVE 
INTO  THE  21ST  CENTURY?  GUESTS  INCLUDE  AFN  CO-CHAIR  WILLIE 
HENSLEY. 

TUE  - 10/15:  YOUTH  & ELDERS  CONFERENCE: 

THIS  YEAR'S  CONFERENCE  THEME  WILL  BE  "CELEBRATING  SUCCESS:  PAST, 
PRESENT,  AND  FUTURE."  THE  CONFERENCE  WILL  HIGHLIGHT  THE  RECENT 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS  OF  ALASKA  NATIVES.  DOES  SUCCESS  HAVE  A DIFFERENT 
MEANING  FOR  ALASKA'S  INDIGENOUS  POPULATION?  GUESTS  INCLUDE  DORIS 
HUGO,  CO-CHAIR  OF  THE  AFN  YOUTH  COUNCIL  AND  CLARENCE  IRRIGOO, 
CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  AFN  COUNCIL  OF  ELDERS. 

WED  - 10/16:  AFN  SOBRIETY  MOVEMENT: 

ALASKA  NATIVES  HAVE  STRUGGLED  WITH  THE  EFFECTS  OF  ALCOHOLISM  FOR 
DECADES.  NOW,  THERE  IS  A LONG-AWAITED  MOVEMENT  TOWARDS  SOBRIETY 
THROUGHOUT  THE  VILLAGES.  HOWEVER,  THERE  IS  STILL  CONTROVERSY 
OVER  WHERE  ALCOHOL  IS  BOUGHT  AND  SOLD.  WILL  THE  REST  OF  ALASKA 
IOIN  NATIVE  PEOPLE  IN  THE  SOBRIETY  MOVEMENT?  GUESTS  TBA 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  10/17  & 10/18: 

HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

THU  - 10/17  & FRI  - 10/18:  AFN  CONVENTION  COVERAGE: 

LIVE  COVERAGE  OF  THE  30TH  ANNUAL  ALASKA  FEDERATION  OF  NATIVES 
CONVENTION  FROM  THE  EGAN  CENTER  IN  ANCHORAGE.  DISCUSSION  WILL 
FOCUS  ON  THE  CONFERENCE  THEME:  "REFLECTING  ON  OUR  PAST, 

DEDICATED  TO  OUR  FUTURE."  GUESTS  INCLUDE  CONFERENCE  V. I. P.'S  AND 
WE’LL  ALSO  BRING  YOU  LIVE  COMMENTS  FROM  THE  CONVENTION  PODIUM. 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  10/21  - 10/25: 

HOST:  TOM  BEAVER 

WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

MON  - 10/21:  ELECTION  '96: 

WE'RE  HEARING  THE  SAME  OLD  MUDSLINGING  BY  THE  DOLE  CAMP  AND 
CLINTON'S  "AMERICA  IS  STILL  BETTER  OFF  THAN  WE  WERE  FOUR  YEARS 
AGO."  BUT,  DOES  THIS  HOLD  TRUE  TO  THE  NATIVE  CONSTITUENTS? 

WHERE  DO  TRIBES  STAND  NOW  AFTER  CLINTON'S  FIRST  TERM,  IN 
ADDITION  TO  A REPUBLICAN-CONTROLLED  CONGRESS?  GUESTS  INCLUDE 
STEVE  HEELEY  OF  THE  SENATE  INDIAN  AFFAIRS  COMMITTEE. 

TUE  - 10/22:  REPATRIATION: 

NATIVE  ARTIFACTS,  INCLUDING  HUMAN  REMAINS  AND  SACRED  OBJECTS, 

ARE  BEING  STOCKPILED  BY  MUSEUMS  AND  OTHER  COLLECTORS ...  PERHAPS 
FOR  FINANCIAL  GAIN.  BUT  TRIBES  EVERYWHERE  ARE  MAKING  EFFORTS  TO 
REGAIN  THESE  PRECIOUS  ITEMS.  DUST  WHAT  IS  THE  POLITICALLY  AND 
CULTURALLY  CORRECT  WAY  TO  APPROACH  REPATRIATION?  GUESTS  TBA. 

WED  - 10/23:  TRIBAL  TAX  BASE: 

TRIBES  ARE  STILL  ON  THE  FRONT  LINES  IN  THE  TAX  WARS  WITH  THE 
STATES.  FROM  ALASKA  TO  FLORIDA,  THE  CHIEF  QUESTION  REMAINS:  WHO 
HAS  THE  ULTIMATE  AUTHORITY  TO  TAX?  CAN  TRIBES  DEVELOP  A TAX  BASE 
AND  WIN  THE  TAX  WAR?  GUESTS  INCLUDE  SALT  RIVER  PRESIDENT  IVAN 
MAKIL  AND  CHICKASAW  GOVERNOR  BILL  ANNOUTUBBY. 

THU  - 10/24:  OPEN  LINES/INDIVIDUAL  INDIAN  MONEY  ACCOUNTS: 
VIRTUALLY  ZILLIONS  OF  TRUST  ACCOUNT  DOLLARS  OWED  TO  INDIVIDUALS 
AND  TRIBES  CONTINUE  TO  BE  UN-ACCOUNTED  FOR  THANKS  TO  THE 
MISMANAGEMENT  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS.  HOW  MUCH  MORE 
FINANCIAL  ABUSE  CAN  NATIVES  TAKE?  WHAT  KIND  OF  PLAN  DOES  THE 
B-I-A  HAVE  TO  REPAY  THE  DEBT?  GUESTS  INCLUDE  ELOISE  COBELL  OF 
THE  BLACKFEET  NATIONAL  BANK. 

FRI  - 10/25:  WELLNESS  EDITION:  DENTAL  CARE: 

GUESTS  TBA. 


^Native  America  Calling*  is  produced  and  directed  by  Harlan 
McKosato  (Sac  and  Fox  from  Oklahoma).  Tom  Beaver  (Muscogee 
Creek  from  Minnesota)  is  Host/Associate  Producer,  Features 
Producer/Editor  is  Bernadette  Chato  (Navajo  from  New  Mexico), 
and  Michelle  Cody  (Navajo  from  Arizona)  serves  as  Associate 


Producer . 

*NAC*  is  a production  of  Native  American  Public 
Telecommunications,  Inc.  Offices  for  *Native  America  Calling* 
are  located  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  The  program  is  produced 
at  the  studios  of  KUNM  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico.  The 
staff  of  *Native  America  Calling*  can  be  reached  at  505-277-5201 
or  by  fax  at  505-277-4286.  Address  correspondence  to  PO  Box 
40164,  Albuquerque,  NM  87196,  or  e-mail  to  native@unm.edu. 

For  information  on  how  your  local  public  radio  station  can  carry 
the  program,  call  John  Belindo,  AIROS  at  1-800-571-6885  or  e- 
mail  to  his  attention  to  jbelindo@unlinfo.unl.edu. 


RADIO  STATIONS  AIRING  *NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING* 
Produced  in  Albuquerque,  NM 


KABR 

1500 

AM 

Alamo,  New  Mexico 

KBRW 

680 

AM 

Barrow,  Alaska 

KBSU 

730 

AM 

Boise,  Idaho 

KCIE 

90.5 

FM 

Dulce,  New  Mexico 

KCUK 

88.1 

FM 

Chevak,  Alaska 

KEYA 

88.5 

FM 

Belcourt,  North  Dakota 

KGHR 

91.5 

FM 

Tuba  City,  Arizona 

KGLP 

91.7 

FM 

Gallup,  New  Mexico 

KIDE 

91.3 

FM 

Hoopa,  California 

KILI 

90.1 

FM 

Porcupine,  South  Dakota 

KNSA 

930 

AM 

Unalakleet,  Alaska 

KOTZ 

720 

AM 

Kotzebue,  Alaska 

KRCL 

90.9 

FM 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

KSKA 

91.1 

FM 

Anchorage,  Alaska 

KSKO 

870 

AM 

McGrath,  Alaska 

KSUT 

91.3 

FM 

Ignacio,  Colorado 

KTDB 

89.7 

FM 

Pinehill,  New  Mexico 

KUNM 

89.9 

FM 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

KWSO 

91.9 

FM 

Warm  Springs,  Oregon 

KYUK 

640 

AM 

Bethel,  Alaska 

WYRU 

1160 

AM 

Red  Springs,  North  Carolii 

Most  stations  carry  *Native  America  Calling*  live  at  1300-1359 
Eastern  Time.  However  some  stations  opt  to  air  the  program  on  tape  delay. 
Call  the  particular  station  for  broadcast  time. 

If  you  do  not  see  a station  listed  for  your  area,  consider  calling 
your  local  public  radio  station  to  ask  if  they  could  carry  it.  The  rates 
are  VERY  reasonable.  Information,  including  rates  and  a demo  tape,  on 
*Native  America  Calling*  can  be  obtained  by  calling  lohn  Belindo, 
manager,  American  Indian  Radio  on  Satellite  Network  (AIROS)  at 
1-800-571-6885. 

# # # 


Bernadette  Chato,  Features  Producer 
NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 
The  Nation's  1st  Electronic  Talking  Circle 
Heard  on  public  radio  stations! 


Snail  Mail:  PO  Box  40164 
Albuquerque,  NM  87196 
505-277-5354/FAX  505-277-4286 
E-mail:  chato@unm.edu 


RE:  Position  Open  at  Univ/Oklahoma 


Date:  Fri,  11  Oct  1996  13:03:21  CST 

From:  lpatterson@slis.lib.uoknor.edu  (LOTSEE  PATTERSON) 

Sub j : assistant  professor  position  open  at  University  of  Oklahoma 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Department  of  History  at  the  University  of  Oklahoma  invites 
applications  for  a tenure-track  position  at  the  assistant  professor 
level.  Applicants  must  be  qualified  and  willing  to  teach  graduate 
and  undergraduate  courses  in  Native  American  history  and  preferably 
on  of  the  following  fields  of  U.S.  History:  Colonial,  West  or 


Frontier,  Environment  of  Twentieth  Century.  All  requirements  for  the 
PhD  in  History  must  be  completed  by  the  time  of  appointment,  August, 
1997. 

Send  dossiers,  including  C.V.  and  three  letters  of  reference, 
to  Professor  Donald  3.  Pisani,  Chair,  Search  Committee,  Department  of 
History,  University  of  Oklahoma  455  Lindsey,  Room  403A  Norman,  OK 
73019-0535.  Applications  will  be  reviewed  beginning  December  15, 
1996,  and  the  process  will  continue  until  the  position  is  filled.  The 
University  of  Oklahoma  is  an  equal  opportunity/affirmative  action 
employer.  Women  and  minorities  are  encouraged  to  apply.  The 
University  of  Oklahoma  has  a policy  of  being  responsive  to  the  needs 
of  dual-career  couples. 

Dr.  Lotsee  Patterson 
Associate  Professor 

School  of  Library  and  Information  Studies 

The  University  of  Oklahoma 

401  West  Brooks 

Norman,  OK  73019 

(405)  325-3921  FAX  325-7648 

Internet:  LPatterson@OU.edu 
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This  issue  contains  articles  from  AISESnet,  Triballaw,  Taino-L,  Innu-L  & 
NATIVE-L  listservers;  UUCP  & genie  email; 

Newsgroups:  ape . indig. info,  ape . indig. Canada,  soc . culture . native, alt . native 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 


When  you  took  away  our  good  health  and  gave  us  diseasesj  somehow  we 
lived  on.  When  you  took  the  land  that  Creator  had  placed  us  onj 
somehow  we  survived.  And  when  you  took  our  languages , our  cultures , 
our  medicineSj  our  waySj  all  those  things  that  made  us  who  we  werej 
our  spirits  still  lived.  But  when  you  took  our  children , you  took  our 


heartSj  our  dreams , and  we  died." 
"But  we  shall  live  again." 

"We  SHALL  live  again." 

Shunkmanitu  Lowan  (Wolf  Song)j 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

t I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  | 

| of  the  Republic  j 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 


Lakota 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 


[ Choctaw  Confederacies, 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United 
[ States  Constitution, 

[ so  that  my  forefathers 

S shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ 


plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

You  may  recall  my  speaking  of  the  needs  of  a Lakota  grandmother  two 
issues  past,  how  the  house  she  lived  in  had  cracks  through  the  walls, 
and  in  great  need  of  many  repairs.  I spoke  of  how  a Lakota  wisdom  keeper 
had  been  ripped  off  and  left  with  a huge  phone  bill.  We  were  helping,  but 
our  help  would  not  be  enough. 

I asked  for  help.  Some  of  you  responded,  and  you  know  who  you  are.  I 
have  received  a message  from  Pine  Ridge  I wish  to  share,  so  all  can  see 
what  your  gifts  have  meant.  I have  left  out  names  and  amounts.  What 
matters  is  the  size  of  your  heart  and  that  your  gifts  are  known  to  Creator. 
Forgive  me  if  I bring  you  embarrassment  by  even  speaking  of  your  good  deeds, 
but  sometimes  the  People  need  to  know  there  are  among  us  those  who  lead  by 
doing  for  others. 

Begin  here  for  the  message > 

They  DID  receive  the  checks,  and  I want  to  tell  you  about  the  day  they 
all  got  there.  The  winds  were  blowing  very  hard,  through  the  cracks  in  the 
cabin  I might  add;  and  one  son  went  out  to  the  shed  to  try  to  find  two 
calking  tubes  he  had  been  given.  They  were  hard  as  cement  and  couldn't  be 
used.  He  was  sitting  there  dejectedly  at  the  table,  depressed,  as  the  wind 
blew  through,  cold,  very  cold. 

Another  had  gone  to  the  PO  to  get  the  mail,  and  she  was  sitting  there 
quietly  opening  it  at  the  table.  The  first  son  was  saying,  "There  is  no 
money  to  buy  what  we  need  to  seal  up  these  cracks."  From  the  mail  she  pulls 
out  the  first  check.  She  stares  at  him,  cause  it's  marked.. "For  Housing 
Repairs".  Now  of  course  they  had  no  CLUE  what  you  had  done  (at  that  time 
till  I told  them),  and  she  feels  STRONGLY  that  Creator  has  heard  their 
prayers,  and  is  absolutely  speechless. 

She  holds  up  the  check,  speechless;  and  they  all,  including  Grandmother 
are  sitting  there  in  SILENCE,  cause  you  gotta  picture  this ...  Prayers  were 
answered  at  that  moment. 

Grandmother  starts  praying,  in  thanksgiving.  Then  they  opened  up  the 
others,  more  money.  STRONGER  prayers,  and  tears,  and  lots  of  crying  in  joy. 

Please,  PLEASE,  tell  those  that  sent  the  checks... I listened  to  them  tell 
me  of  the  happiness  those  checks  gave  to  that  family.  Tell  them  of  the 
gratitude  they  feel  about  strangers  caring  and  loving  them. 

Please  tell  those  people  that  their  gifts  of  love  kept  this  family  from 
being  cold,  because  they  jumped  in  the  pickup  - the  one  that  blows  smoke 
and  hasn't  got  a indicator  on  the  column  shifter,  and  went  to  buy  some 
calking  and  needed  materials;  and  they  sealed  those  cracks,  and  they  were 
not  cold. 

The  gifts  of  those  who  sent  the  money  kept  them  warm,  and  gave  to  them 
a belief  in  mankind  that  people  were  very  caring. 

End  0f  message | 

This  coming  April  my  wife  and  I are  hosting  a gathering  and  rendezvous 
we  hope  will  attract  enough  traders  and  visitors  that  there  will  be  money 
to  gift  these  people,  and  others  like  them.  April  is  a long  way  off  when 
you  are  cold,  and  it  is  snowing  as  it  is  in  Pine  Ridge.  To  those  who  helped 
these  people  make  it  till  April  I thank  you.  I cried  when  I read  of  your 
generosity.  I have  offered  prayers  of  thanks  for  your  gifts. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 
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"RE : Survival"  

Date:  Sat,  12  Oct  1996  14:42:10  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  alarcold  (Louis  D.  Alarcon) 

Sub j : Survival 

UUCP  email 

Gary: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  words  concerning  our  Elders.  It  is  obvious  the 
war  (the  exploitation  of  our  culture)  is  not  over. 

I am  50  years  old  and  living  in  Florida.  My  grandmother,  a full-blood 
Mexica,  died  in  1992  at  the  age  of  93.  We  spent  many  summers  together 
where  she  would  teach  me  the  wisdom  of  our  ways.  Since  her  death,  my 
contact  with  my  people  has  died.  All  I have  are  her  words  and  her  memory 
which  I will  protect  to  the  end. 

My  family  now  consists  of  a mixed  people,  i.e.  Seneca,  Lakota, 

Cherokee,  Navajo,  Seminole,  Choctaw,  etc.  While  the  ways  of  my  people 
(the  Mexica)  are  rapidly  dying,  the  blood  that  runs  in  my  body  is  true  and 
sacred.  I can  pray  and  meditate  all  day,  but  there  comes  a time  in  every 
one's  life  where  the  prayers  and  the  intimacy  of  our  spirits  must  be 
shared.  It  is  with  my  present  family  that  these  needs  are  met.  I 
currently  participate  in  the  stone  people  lodge  with  my  Lakota  brothers 
twice  a week.  These  brothers  are  sundancers  and  they  have  my  upmost 
respect.  We  celebrate  the  cannupa  and  the  sacred  path  set  forth  by  the 
Buffalo  Calf  Woman.  I am  also  the  fire-keeper  of  an  intertribal  ceremony 
celebrating  the  new  moon  each  month.  Our  spiritual  leader  at  this 
ceremony  is  a Seneca.  I have  the  upmost  respect  for  this  brother  who 
travels  many  miles  (approx  50-60)  each  month  to  share  his  wisdom  with  the 
people. 

But  where  are  the  elders?  They  are  many  miles  away  protecting  that  which 
is  sacred  to  each  of  us  - our  heritage,  traditions,  and  the  continuance  of 
our  relationship  with  our  Creator  and  all  that  was  created.  However,  the 
elders  are  present  here.  They  are  the  younger  generation  who  travel  to 
sundances,  to  green  corn  dances  and  carry  back  with  them  the  words  of  the 
elders.  Many  of  my  elders  now  are  mere  children  in  their  30's  but  we  have 
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much  to  learn  from  each  other.  I teach  them  the  wisdom  of  my  age  and  they 
teach  me  the  ways  and  traditions  of  the  People.  The  Circle  continues  on 
and  on.  Our  lives  are  sacred  and  must  not  be  exploited  by  those  who  feel 
it  is  the  current  fad  or  trend.  In  my  path  I have  had  to  make  many 
sacrifices,  but  I have  also  learned  that  we  are  all  related.  My 
commitments  to  my  sacred  path  and  my  promises  to  my  brothers  I will  defend 
with  my  life.  I will  survive  and  live  in  harmony. 

Gary,  I thank  you  also  for  keeping  the  words  alive.  You  have  my 
permission  to  print  this  if  you  feel  it  appropriate. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Love  and  Unity... 

Louis  Alarcon 
St.  Petersburg,  FL 

P.S.  Please  let  me  know  how  I may  help  with  our  elder's  phone  bill. 

"RE : Clemency  For  Peltier"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Oct  1996  18:46:55  -0700 
From:  Brian  Flauk  <bghauk@infomatch . com> 

Sub j : Campaign  Demands  Clemency  For  Peltier 

UUCP  email 

BY  DOHN  STUDER 

DES  MOINES,  Iowa- "I  know  how  critical  it  is  that  the  Clemency  Campaign 
continues  and  grows,"  Lisa  Faruolo,  editor  of  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Florse, 
the  publication  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  writes  in  the 
March-April  issue. 

Peltier,  a Native  American  political  activist,  is  a prisoner  in  the 
federal  penitentiary  at  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  His  supporters  are 
campaigning  to  win  his  release  on  executive  clemency. 

In  1976  Peltier  was  indicted,  along  with  other  members  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement  (AIM),  on  U.S.  government  charges  that  he  participated  in 
the  killing  of  two  FBI  agents.  The  agents  had  attacked  a group  of  Native 
Americans  camped  in  Oglala,  South  Dakota. 

The  other  AIM  members  were  tried  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and  acquitted  on 
grounds  of  self  defense.  Peltier  was  tried  separately  in  1977,  after  being 
extradited  from  Canada  on  a falsified  affidavit  from  the  FBI.  His  trial 
was  moved  to  Fargo,  North  Dakota,  and,  in  a lynch-mob  atmosphere,  he  was 
convicted.  The  day  after  the  conviction,  Peltier  told  his  supporters  "the 
government  lied  and  we  will  prove  it." 

Federal  appeals  courts  have  ruled  that  the  government  withheld  critical 
evidence  from  Peltier  and  that  the  FBI  agents  who  conducted  the 
investigation  engaged  in  "improper  conduct."  Peltier  was  convicted  of 
firing  the  shots  that  killed  the  two  agents,  even  though  government 
lawyers  admitted  at  the  appeals  hearings  that  they  do  not  know  who  fired 
the  shots.  Nonetheless,  all  Peltier's  legal  appeals  have  been  rejected. 

In  1993,  the  U.S.  Parole  Commission  denied  Peltier  parole,  and  told  him 
that  he  must  serve  an  additional  15  years  - until  2008  - before  they  will 
consider  him  again  for  release. 

In  November  1993,  former  U.S.  attorney  general  Ramsey  Clark  filed  a 
request  with  President  Bill  Clinton  to  grant  Peltier  executive  clemency. 

Since  then,  hundreds  of  thousands  have  signed  petitions  urging  clemency 
and  participated  in  marches  and  other  activities  pressing  for  Peltier's 
release.  Many  have  telephoned  the  White  House  in  support  of  the  clemency 
drive.  The  European  Parliament  passed  a resolution  in  1994  stating,  "Mr. 
Peltier  has  exhausted  all  the  appeal  procedures  under  U.S.  law  and  urges 
presidential  clemency  or  commutation  of  Mr.  Peltier's  sentence." 

Last  Dune,  hundreds  gathered  in  Lafayette  Park  across  from  the  White 
House  in  Washington,  D.C.,  to  support  the  call  for  his  freedom. 

The  FBI  continues  to  use  every  means  at  its  disposal  to  derail  Peltier's 
fight  for  freedom.  On  Duly  15,  1994,  the  FBI  Agents  Association  and  the 
Society  of  Former  Agents  of  the  FBI  ran  an  ad  in  the  Washington  Post 
headlined,  "Dear  Mr.  President:  Leonard  Peltier  murdered  two  FBI  agents. 

He  deserves  no  clemency."  Its  publication  was  timed  to  coincide  with  the 


arrival  in  Washington  of  the  Walk  for  Dustice,  a group  led  by  Native 
American  rights  activist  Dennis  Banks,  which  had  marched  across  the 
country  to  the  capitol  to  advance  Peltier's  fight. 

"We  are  making  waves  in  Washington,  D.C.,"  Faruolo  said.  "We've  gotten 
calls  by  members  of  Congress  for  additional  information.  We  have  a 
lobbyist  following  up  with  meeting  after  meeting." 

The  defense  committee,  along  with  Amnesty  International,  has  called  a 
Peltier  Weekend  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Dune  25-26.  This  marks  the  20th 
anniversary  of  the  "incident  at  Oglala,"  the  FBI  attack  that  led  to  the 
victimization  of  Peltier.  The  two-day  protest  includes  a rally  in 
Lafayette  Park  Dune  25  and  an  educational  forum  at  the  Ward  Building  at 
American  University  to  discuss  how  to  advance  the  fight  to  win  clemency 
for  Peltier. 

Committee  staff  member  Bill  May  told  The  Militant  that  confirmed 
speakers  for  the  weekend  include  David  Dellinger  of  the  War  Resisters 
League,  a victim  of  a government  frame-up  attempt  for  his  opposition  to 
the  war  in  Vietnam,  and  Suzy  Baer,  producer  of  PBS  documentary  "Warrior  - 
The  Life  of  Leonard  Peltier."  Robert  Redford,  producer  of  the  widely  known 
film  on  Peltier's  case  Incident  at  Oglala,  has  tentatively  agreed  to  speak. 

The  committee  urges  supporters  of  justice  to  write  to  President  Bill 
Clinton,  The  White  House,  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  Washington,  D.C.  20500, 
and  urge  him  to  grant  clemency  to  Peltier. 

For  more  information  on  the  20th  anniversary  rally  and  the  clemency 
campaign,  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  P.0.  Box  583, 
Lawrence,  Kansas  66044. 

To  get  an  introductory  12-week  subscription  to  the  Militant  in  the 
U.S.,  send  $10  US  to:  The  Militant,  410  West  Street,  New  York,  NY  10014. 

For  subscription  rates  to  other  countries,  send  e-mail  to 
themilitant@igc.apc.org  or  write  to  the  above  address. 

"RE : UN  Indigenous  Draft  Declaration"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Oct  1996  02:05:34  -1000  (HST) 

From:  iitc@igc.apc.org  (International  Indian  Treaty  Council) 

Sub j : IITC  Update  on  UN  Indigenous  Draft  Declaration 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

[Editorial  Note:  READ  Part  two  of  this  issue  for  further 
_CRITICAL_  developments!!] 

INTERNATIONAL  INDIAN  TREATY  COUNCIL  UPDATE,  OCTOBER  14,  1996 
THE  DRAFT  DECLARATION  FOR  THE  RIGHTS  OF  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES 

On  March  3,  1995  the  51st  Session  of  the  U.N.  Commission  on  Human 
Rights  passed  a formal  resolution  creating  a new  open-ended, 
inter-sessional  Working  Group  to  continue  discussions  on  the  Draft 
Declaration  for  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  within  the  United  Nations 
system.  The  resolution  (E/C. N. 4/1995/32)  was  adopted  by  consensus  of  the 
CHR  member  States  (countries)  after  several  weeks  of  caucusing,  debates  and 
intense  discussion  among  the  government  delegates,  as  well  as  concerted 
lobbying  efforts  by  IITC  and  other  Indigenous  non-governmental 
organizations  (NGO's)  to  insure  the  participation  of  Indigenous  Peoples  in 
the  next  phase  of  discussions  on  the  Declaration. 

This  newly  created  Intersessional  Working  Group  (IWG)  met  for  the 
first  time  in  November  1995,  and  is  scheduled  to  meet  for  the  second  time 
October  21-  November  1,  1996  in  Geneva,  Switzerland.  To  date,  more  than  90 
Indigenous  Peoples,  organizations,  tribes  and  Nations  have  applied  for  and 
received  special  U.N.  credentials  for  the  purpose  of  their  participation  in 
this  Working  Group. 

Some  representatives  of  the  U.N.  member  States  (Countries) 
participating  in  the  first  Intersessional  Working  Group  in  1995  expressed 
their  opposition  to  the  strong  guarantees  of  indigenous  rights  in  the 
current  text.  But  the  unified  voice  of  the  Indigenous  participants  in 
support  of  the  current  text  insured  that  the  Draft  Declaration  emerged  from 


this  first  session  intact.  Some  States  have,  however,  expressed  their 
intention  to  implement  changes  in  the  current  text  during  the  second 
session  of  the  Intersessional  Working  Group,  with  or  without  Indigenous 
Peoples'  agreement. 

The  adoption  by  the  United  Nations  of  a Declaration  for  the  Rights  of 
Indigenous  Peoples  is  one  of  the  primary  stated  objectives  for  the 
International  Decade  of  the  World's  Indigenous  Peoples  which  officially 
began  on  December  19,  1994,  and  has  long  been  a goal  of  Indigenous 
organizations  working  at  the  U.N. 

When  finally  approved  by  the  U.N.  General  Assembly,  this  Declaration 
will  establish  an  international  standard  which  recognizes  Indigenous 
Peoples'  rights  under  international  law. 

The  current  text  of  the  Draft  Declaration  for  the  Rights  of 
Indigenous  Peoples  is  the  product  of  13  years  of  work  by  the  U.N.  Working 
Group  on  Indigenous  Populations.  The  Draft  Declaration  reflects  the  input 
and  consensus  of  hundreds  of  Indigenous  representatives  from  throughout  the 
world,  as  well  as  many  U.N.  experts  and  a growing  number  of  U.N.  member 
States.  In  the  summer  of  1994,  the  current  text  of  the  Draft  Declaration 
was  passed  by  both  the  Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Populations  and  the  46th 
Session  of  the  U.N.  Subcommission  on  the  Prevention  of  Discrimination  and 
Protection  of  Minorities. 

The  next  step  in  the  Declarations'  progress  through  the  U.N.  system 
its  current  consideration  by  the  U.N.  Commission  on  Human  Rights.  The  CHR's 
51st  Session  was  the  first  time  the  Declaration  was  formally  discussed  by 
the  U.N.'s  member  States.  The  Intersessional  Working  Group  was  created 
at  that  time  as  an  ad-hoc  Working  Group  which  will  further  discuss  the 
Draft  Declaration  and  bring  its  conclusions  back  to  the  full  body. 

According  to  current  U.N.  protocol,  the  53  member  countries  of  the  U.N. 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  will  have  to  approve  the  text  of  the  Declaration 
before  it  is  submitted  to  the  Economic  and  Social  Council  (ECOSOC),  and 
then  to  the  General  Assembly  for  final  adoption. 

Indigenous  Peoples  and  organizations  have  anticipated  a struggle  to 
preserve  the  current  version  once  the  countries  become  directly  involved  in 
discussions  of  its  content  at  the  level  of  the  CHR.  Some  countries  have 
stated  their  intention  to  weaken  the  Draft  Declaration's  strong  language  in 
support  of  Indigenous  Peoples'  self-determination  and  land  rights. 

Opposition  to  the  current  text's  use  of  Indigenous  "Peoples"  has  been 
expressed  by  the  United  States,  Canada,  Brazil  and  other  governments 
because  self-determination  is  internationally  recognized  as  the  right  of 
all  "Peoples".  Instead,  these  governments  are  advocating  for  the  much  more 
general  and  weaker  term  Indigenous  "people"  or  "populations"  to  be  used  in 
the  document,  a change  that  Indigenous  NGO's  and  Peoples  continue  to 
vehemently  oppose. 

In  addition,  many  countries  have  expressed  opposition  to  the  Draft 
Declaration's  strong  support  for  the  right  of  Indigenous  Peoples  to  control 
and  own  their  traditional  lands  and  territories,  as  well  to  and  use, 
control  and  protect  their  natural  resources,  traditional  lands  and  waters. 

At  the  51st  CHR  Session,  since  the  actual  text  was  not  yet  under 
discussion,  participating  Indigenous  organizations  focussed  on  the  critical 
issue  of  assuring  the  participation  of  not  only  the  12  Indigenous  NGO's 
with  ECOSOC  "Consultative  Status",  such  as  IITC,  who  would  be  able  to 
participate  in  a CHR  Working  Group  already  under  existing  U.N.  procedures, 
but  also  for  organizations.  Nations,  tribes  and  communities  without 
Consultative  Status  who  would  ordinarily  not  be  credentialed . 

This  effort  faced  considerable  initial  opposition  from  many  countries 
to  a broader  level  of  Indigenous  participation,  as  well  as  arguments  that 
it  would  represent  a departure  from  accepted  U.N.  protocol.  But  with  the 
support  of  a few  "friendly"  governments,  the  Indigenous  delegations  were 
able  to  achieve  an  agreement  that  Indigenous  organizations  and  Peoples 
would  be  able  participate  in  this  Working  Group  through  a special 
credentialing  procedure.  The  process  for  requesting  credentials  by 
non-Consultative  Status  organizations  and  Peoples  was  established  under  an 
addendum  to  the  Commission  resolution. 

Participation  by  groups  credentialed  though  this  process  consists  of 
the  right  to  be  present  and  to  make  written  or  oral  statements 


("interventions"),  and  also  provides  considerable  opportunity  to  speak  with 
the  country  delegations  directly.  Indigenous  NGO's  and  Peoples  do  not  have 
voting  rights  but  are  able  to  make  a considerable  impact  through  lobbying, 
assisting  with  drafting  resolutions  and  making  interventions  on  key  issues. 

Advance  application  and  approval  of  credentials  is  necessary.  (Please 
contact  IITC  for  information.) 

In  a practice  objected  to  by  Indigenous  Peoples  but  mandated  by 
existing  U.N.  protocol,  the  country  in  which  an  Indigenous  group  is  located 
has  the  right  to  veto  their  application  for  these  special  credentials. 

This  has  happened  in  a handful  of  cases  to  date,  mainly  in  the  Asian 
region . 

Although  very  involved  at  every  step  with  the  Draft  Declaration  up  to 
this  point,  the  IITC  understands  that  the  Declaration  for  the  Rights  of 
Indigenous  Peoples  is  ultimately  a document  which  the  member  countries  of 
the  U.N.  will  agree  to  abide  by  and  uphold  recognizing  the  inalienable  and 
inherent  rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  around  the  world.  Indigenous 
Peoples  will  not  be  required  to  agree  to  it,  and  will  not  be  limited  or 
restricted  by  its  content  (article  44  of  the  Draft  Declaration  specifically 
states  this  point). 

However,  it  is  in  the  best  interests  of  Indigenous  Peoples  around  the 
world  that  the  final  Declaration  be  as  strong  and  far  reaching  as  possible. 
To  achieve  this  end  it  is  necessary  that  we  participate  and  express  our 
views  to  countries  openly  and  formally  at  every  possible  opportunity. 

In  the  long  run,  most  countries  realize  that  a Declaration  that  does 
not  have  the  basic  support  of  Indigenous  Peoples  will  be  of  little  value  or 
legitimacy  to  the  United  Nations  or  its  member  States.  This 
"legitimization"  factor  is  the  basis  of  the  considerable  clout  that 
Indigenous  organizations  and  Peoples  will  continue  to  have  in  the  process, 
for  as  long  as  we  consider  it  productive  to  remain  directly  involved. 

The  IITC  is  very  aware,  after  22  years  of  working  in  this  arena,  that 
U.N.  protocol  and  bureaucracy  are  confusing,  discouraging  and  at  times 
infuriating  to  Indigenous  Peoples,  who  should  be  able  to  have  a full  and 
unfettered  voice  and  participation  as  Sovereign  Nations  and  Peoples.  U.N. 
work,  which  we  believe  will  eventually  lead  to  this  full  recognition,  is  a 
step-by-step  process  which  requires  strategic  planning  and  great 
perseverance  for  every  small  step  forward. 

Maintaining  and  building  upon  the  unified  position  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  around  the  world  in  support  of  the  Draft  Declaration  is  critical  at 
this  time.  We  believe  that  this  unprecedented  level  of  international 
consensus  as  well  as  its  strong  in  support  of  all  Indigenous  Peoples' 
inherent  rights  are  the  reasons  that  the  Draft  Declaration  is  now  being 
taken  so  seriously  by  countries,  including  the  United  States. 

Because  the  Draft  Declaration  is  such  a critical  document  and  will 
require  continued  strong  support  from  Indigenous  Peoples  to  protect  its 
most  essential  elements,  the  IITC  encourages  all  interested  Indigenous 
Peoples,  tribes.  Nations  and  organizations  to  apply  for  credentials  to 
participate  in  the  Intersessional  Working  Group  on  the  Draft  Declaration 
for  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  (for  participation  in  the  U.N. 
process  without  the  need  for  any  special  credentials,  the  Working  Group  on 
Indigenous  Populations  continues  to  meet  each  summer  in  Geneva). 

In  addition,  Indian  Tribal  Leaders  and  organizations  are  urgently 
requested  to  write  or  call  their  contacts  in  the  United  States  government 
(or  in  others  countries  if  based  outside  the  U.S.)  and  to  pass  resolutions 
in  support  of  the  current  text  of  the  Draft  Declaration,  its  strong 
protection  and  recognition  of  Indigenous  rights,  its  adoption  by  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly  and  its  full  implementation  by  the  United  Nations' 
member  States. 

INTERNATIONAL  INDIAN  TREATY  COUNCIL 
http : //www. aloha . net/nation/iitc 
Information  Office  Administrative  Office 

54  Mint  Street,  Suite  #400  456  N.  Alaska  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94103  Palmer,  Alaska  99645 

Telephone:  (415)  512-1501  Telephone:  (907)  745-4482 

Fax:  (415)  512-1507  Fax:  (970)  745-4484 

E-mail:  iitc@igc.apc.org  E-mail:  iitcak@corcom.com 


Draft  Declaration  & Related  Documents 
http: //aloha . net/nation/iitc/draftdec . html 


"RE : CNO's  School  Accreditation"  

Date:  Sun,  20  Oct  1996  09:54:50  -0500 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : CNO's  School  Accreditation  in  Jeopardy? 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  following  article  was  published  October  19,  1996  in  the  Tahlequah 
Times  Journal.  It  was  written  by  Journal  Special  Writer,  Connie  Webb. 

"Officials  at  Sequoyah  High  School  were  scrambling  to  maintain  the 
Cherokee  Nation  run  institution's  accreditation  status  and  listed  Jim 
Quetone  as  Superintendent  to  avoid  a repeat  of  a disposition  violation 
they  were  cited  with  last  year. 

Last  year  the  school  was  cited  by  the  North  Central  Association,  a 
national  accreditation  agency,  for  a violation  because  "Superintendent's 
transcript  and  certification  was  [sic]  not  on  file,"  according  to  a 
notation  on  this  year's  application.  In  the  section  listed  as  steps 
taken  to  correct  last  year's  violations  it  states  "A  certificated 
Superintendent  has  been  appointed,"  as  of  10-14-96.  The  signature  of 
Quetone  fills  the  space  listed  for  the  Superintendent  in  the  application 
and  he  is  listed  as  the  Superintendent  on  page  one  of  the  application. 

Quetone,  who  said  he  is  the  tribe's  director  of  education,  is 
designated  on  the  school's  North  Central  Association  accreditation  form 
as  the  Superintendent,  a position  allegedly  held  by  Dr.  Gloria  Sly. 
However,  Quetone  denied  that  he  is  the  superintendent  and  claims  he  only 
signed  the  forms  because  Dr.  Sly  was  out  of  town  and  the  deadline  for 
completing  the  application  would  not  allow  a delay  for  her  return. 

The  statement  on  the  application  regarding  the  appointment  of  a 
certificated  Superintendent  "may  be  somewhat  misleading,"  said  Quetone. 

This  situation  has  some  parents  and  teachers  concerned  that  the 
school  will  lose  its  accreditation  status  because  they  feel  Quetone 's 
signature  as  the  Superintendent  amounts  to  falsification  of  school 
records.  If  that  were  to  happen  students  who  graduate  from  Sequoyah 
would  receive  an  attendance  certificate  but  not  an  official  high  school 
diploma . 

One  of  the  requirements  of  national  accreditation  status  is  the 
superintendent  must  be  certificated,  said  a spokesperson  with  the  North 
Central  Association  State  Accreditiating  Office  in  Oklahoma  City.  And 
at  the  present  time  Dr.  Sly  does  not  meet  that  criteria. 

Dr.  Sly's  position  as  the  school  superintendent  has  been  questioned 
for  the  past  year  because  she  does  not  have  the  required  certifications 
necessary  to  obtain  a superintendent  certificate.  She  was  issued  a 
provisional  superintendent  certificate  by  the  Oklahoma  Board  of 
Education  so  she  could  continue  to  maintain  her  position  with  the 
school.  But  even  that  has  been  questioned  because  according  to  Sly's 
transcript  and  the  state's  requirements  for  issuing  a provisional 
superintendent  certificate,  she  was  lacking  credentials  in  three  areas: 
a valid  teaching  certificate,  two  years  of  teaching  experience  at  an 
appropriate  level  in  an  accredited  elementary  or  secondary  school,  and 
she  had  not  passed  the  curriculum  examination. 

According  to  [Oklahoma]  State  Superintendent  of  Schools  Sandy 
Garrett,  "This  is  1996,  and  we  don't  have  to  follow  the  old 
regulations.  We  are  waiving  all  kinds  of  certification  requirements. 
This  is  not  unusual,  we  do  it  all  the  time." 

But  according  to  Gerald  Fishinghawk,  a member  of  Sequoyah's 
accreditation  steering  committee.  Dr.  Sly  did  not  have  a transcript  on 
file  at  the  school  last  year  and  doesn't  this  year  either.  A situation 
that  netted  the  school  a violation  from  the  North  Central  Accreditation 
Association . 

"We  can't  use  the  same  excuse  two  years  in  a row,"  Fishinghawk 


said.  "Mr.  Quetone  signed  the  application  this  year.  I don't  know 
whether  he  signed  the  application  in  the  capacity  of  Director  of 
Education  or  as  Superintendent  of  the  School." 

Fishinghawk  said  his  only  concern  was  the  application  be  submitted 
on  time  before  the  deadline  expired. 

Quetone  denied  he  is  the  school's  superintendent  and  added  that  as 
director  of  education  he  had  the  authority  to  sign  the  application  in 
light  of  Dr.  Sly's  absence. 

But  when  asked  if  Dr.  Sly  was  still,  in  fact,  the  Superintendent 
for  Sequoyah,  Quetone  avoided  a direct  answer  and  said,  "I'm  not  saying 
she  is  and  I'm  not  saying  she's  not." 

According  to  a source  at  the  Cherokee  Nation,  Dr.  Sly  is  in  the 
process  of  being  removed  because  she  was  unable  to  meet  the  requirements 
for  the  position. 

Earlier  this  year  members  of  the  Sequoyah  School  board  recommended 
that  Dr.  Sly  be  replaced  with  a qualified  applicant,  Delton  Cox,  who 
had  29  years  experience  and  is  a certificated  Superintendent.  Principal 
Chief  Doe  Byrd  over-rode  the  school  board's  decision  during  a tribal 
council  meeting  in  support  of  Dr.  Sly. 

In  addition,  he  appointed  a former  football  coach  from  the  Hulbert 
school  system  to  the  position  of  principal  at  Sequoyah  High  School  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that,  Leroy  Qualls,  like  Dr.  Sly,  was  not  qualified 
for  the  position  and  had  to  be  issued  a provisional  principal 
certificate.  Qualls  is  qualified  to  be  an  elementary  principal,  but  not 
a high  school  principal. 

The  Times-Dournal  was  still  waiting  at  press  time  for  a response 
from  the  North  Central  Association  on  whether  it  was  proper  for  Quetone 
to  sign  the  accreditation  application  and  represent  himself  as  the 
school's  superintendent,  or  whether  his  action  will  jeopardize  the 
continued  accreditation  of  the  school. 

********The  END********* 
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"RE : How  ICWA  Ends  the  Year"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Oct  1996  21:25:55  GMT 
Sub j : How  ICWA  ends  the  year 
From:  tcross820@aol.com 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

This  posting  is  written  by  the  National  Indian  Child  Welfare  Association, 
staff  member  David  Simmons 

ICWA  Legislative  Summary  - 1996 

The  Congress  began  with  renewed  attacks  on  the  ICWA  from  House  of 
Representatives  members  Deborah  Pryce  (OH-R)  and  Todd  Tiahrt  (KS-R).  Both 
introduced  stand  alone  bills,  H.R.  3156  and  H.R.  3275  respectively,  which 
sought  to  limit  ICWA  protections  to  Indian  children  and  curtail  tribal 
involvement  in  child  custody  proceedings  involving  their  member  children. 

Supporters  of  this  legislation  argued  that  tribes  were  abusing  their 
rights  under  ICWA  and  treating  Indian  children  as  chattel.  Tribes  and 
advocates  for  Indian  children,  such  as  NICWA,  began  a campaign  to  educate 
Congress  on  the  harsh  effects  these  bills  would  have  on  Indian  children, 
families,  and  tribes. 

While  debate  continued  on  the  ICWA  stand  alone  bills  another  larger 
adoption  bill  (H.R.  3286)  began  to  pick  up  momentum.  This  bill  included 
tax  credits  for  adoption  and  amendments  to  further  limit  consideration  of 
race  or  culture  in  foster  care  or  adoptive  placements.  Congresswoman 
Pryce,  working  with  the  Rules  Committee  of  which  she  was  a member,  was 


able  to  attach  several  of  the  amendments  from  H.R.  3156  and  3275  to  the 
larger  adoption  bill.  Now  passage  of  anti-ICWA  amendments  in  the  House 
began  to  look  even  more  serious. 

At  this  point  Congressman  Young  (AK-R),  Chairman  of  the  House  Resources 
Committee  moved  to  get  a referral  for  Title  III  of  H.R.  3286  which 
contained  the  anti-ICWA  amendments.  Under  his  leadership  the  House 
Resources  Committee  struck  out  the  ICWA  amendments.  While  this  should 
have  sent  the  bill  to  the  House  floor  without  any  ICWA  amendments,  the 
Rules  Committee  decided  to  reinsert  the  controversial  ICWA  amendments. 

Now  the  battle  would  go  to  the  House  floor  with  Congressman  Young  leading 
an  effort  to  again  strike  out  the  ICWA  amendments.  On  a vote  of  212  to 
195  the  motion  by  Don  Young  to  remove  the  ICWA  amendments  under  Title  III 
failed.  An  hour  later  H.R.  3286  passed  the  House  and  was  on  to  the  Senate 

In  the  Senate  a different  strategy  was  utilized  to  stop  passage  of  anti- 
ICWA  amendments  and  address  the  concerns  of  those  members  that  were 
critical  of  the  ICWA.  Senator  McCain,  in  recognition  of  the  lack  of  input 
tribes  had  been  given  urged  representatives  from  both  tribes  and  the 
adoption  community  to  jointly  develop  legislative  solutions  to  the 
concerns  surrounding  the  ICWA.  With  the  leadership  of  the  National  Indian 
Child  Welfare  Association,  Tanana  Chiefs  Conference,  and  National  Congress 
of  American  Indians  this  goal  was  achieved.  A draft  set  of  alternative 
ICWA  amendments  was  submitted  to  Senator  McCain  in  Dune  which  eventually 
received  the  support  of  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  and  its 
member  tribes,  American  Academy  of  Adoption  Attorneys,  Clinton 
Administration,  Congresswoman  Pryce,  Child  Welfare  League  of  America, 

North  American  Council  on  Adoptable  Children,  and  American  Human 
Association . 

Shortly  after  the  Senate  received  H.R.  3286  for  consideration,  the 
Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee,  chaired  by  Senator  McCain,  received 
jurisdiction  over  the  anti-ICWA  amendments  in  Title  III  of  H.R.  3286.  The 
Indian  Affairs  Committee  moved  quickly  to  strike  these  amendments,  while 
also  scheduling  a hearing  on  the  alternative  amendments  that  tribes  and 
other  organizations  had  developed.  The  hearing,  which  took  place  on  Dune 
26,  provided  a solid  base  of  information  that  supported  the  measured 
approach  that  the  alternative  amendments  followed  while  clearly 
identifying  the  multiple  problems  that  the  ICWA  amendments  in  H.R.  3286 
proposed.  The  hearing  provided  the  first  time  that  tribes  have  been  given 
any  formal  opportunity  to  provide  input  on  the  ICWA  amendments  in  H.R. 
3286. 

In  Duly  16th  Senator  Dohn  McCain  and  Congressman  Don  Young  introduced 
the  alternative  ICWA  amendments  as  S.  1962  and  H.R.  3828  respectively. 

The  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee  reported  out  S.  1962  on  Duly  24th  with 
no  changes  and  the  House  Resources  Committee  reported  out  H.R.  3828  in  a 
similar  fashion.  Meanwhile,  H.R.  3286  had  stalled  in  the  Senate  with  talk 
of  Pparting  out?  the  different  provisions  and  placing  them  in  other  bills. 

The  Senate  made  the  first  effort  to  bring  their  alternative  ICWA  bill,  S 
1962,  to  the  floor  for  a vote  right  before  the  August  Senate  recess. 

While  much  effort  was  made  to  resolve  last  minute  concerns  that  a few 
Senators  had  regarding  S.  1962  the  effort  was  derailed  at  the  last  hour  by 
holds  put  on  the  bill  based  on  a letter  from  the  National  Right  to  Life 
Committee.  The  letter  alleged  that  S.  1962  would  further  complicate 
adoptions  of  Indian  children  and  possibly  encourage  abortions.  While  the 
substance  of  the  letter  was  questionable  it  caused  Senate  leadership  to 
delay  voting  on  S.  1962  until  after  the  August  recess.  Meanwhile,  the 
House  went  to  recess  without  bringing  H.R.  3828  to  the  floor  for  a vote. 

The  Senate  came  back  in  September  with  renewed  efforts  by  Senator  McCain 
to  resolve  the  last  minute  concerns  over  the  ICWA  raised  by  the  National 
Right  to  Life  Committee.  After  several  attempts  at  resolving  the  issues 
with  the  National  Right  to  Life  Committee  Senator  McCain  moved  the  bill  to 
the  Senate  floor  on  September  26th.  The  Senate  passed  the  bill  without 
objection  with  only  a few  days  left  in  the  session.  The  House,  however, 
would  prove  to  difficult  to  get  a vote  on  either  S.  1962  or  H.R.  3828 
before  the  session  ended.  Republican  leadership  in  the  House  did  not 
allow  a vote  on  either  bill  based  on  their  concerns  over  the  National 
Right  to  Life  CommitteePs  allegations  and  pressure  to  move  other  higher 


priority  bills. 


What  Will  Happen  With  ICWA  Next  Year 

The  year  ended  much  the  way  it  had  begun  with  the  current  ICWA  law  still 
intact.  However,  the  controversy  over  the  ICWA  in  Congress  is  not  over 
and  will  likely  continue  into  the  next  year,  especially  when  considering 
Congresswoman  PrycePs  clearly  stated  intention  to  revisit  ICWA  again  for 
what  she  calls  more  substantive  amendments.  Tribes  and  Indian 
organizations  must  now  prepare  for  another  year  of  congressional 
challenges  - challenges  that  may  go  beyond  the  scope  of  recent  times  as 
groups  such  as  the  National  Council  for  Adoption  attempt  to  achieve  an  all 
out  repeal  of  the  ICWA. 

What  can  tribes  do  now  to  prepare  for  next  year?  The  most  important 
things  to  do  are  strengthen  support  for  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  at 
all  levels. 

Information  should  focus  on  how  ICWA  works  in  voluntary  adoptions,  the 
tribes  role,  the  state  courts  role  (when  in  state  court),  how  tribal 
sovereignty  works  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Indian  child,  professional 
resources  (staff,  services,  etc)  that  tribes  have  available  for  adoptions, 
and  the  variety  of  placement  options  that  tribes  often  contemplate  (with 
childPs  relatives,  other  Indian  and  non-Indian  families,  etc).  You  may 
also  want  to  advocate  for  the  McCain  and  Young  ICWA  amendments  contained 
in  S.  1962  and  H.R.  3828  and  why  these  legislative  responses  to  concerns 
regarding  the  application  of  ICWA  in  voluntary  adoptions  are  the  most 
reasonable  and  effective  choices.  Individuals  and  groups  that  your 
advocacy  should  focus  on  include: 

1.  Your  Congressional  delegation. 

2.  Your  state  governorPs  administration. 

3.  Your  state  bar  association  (Indian,  adoption,  and  family  law  sections). 

4.  Adoption  agencies,  child  advocacy  groups,  religious  organizations,  and 
anti-abortion  groups  that  you  have  a prior  relationship  or  connection  with. 

Focus  on  how  ICWA  is  pro-family  and  S.  1962  provides  more  certainty  in 
Indian  adoptions. 

For  more  information  please  contact  NICWA  staff  member  David  Simmons  at  (503) 
222-4044,  ext.  19. 

"RE : Historic  Preservation  Deadline"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Oct  1996  15:57:06  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Wm.  Whatley"  <quasho@nmia . com> 

Sub j : IMPORTANT  DEADLINE:  Proposed  36CFR800  amendments! 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

VERY  IMPORTANT... 

A reminder  that  the  Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservation 
(achp@achp.gov)  has  designated  November  12,  1996  as  the  deadline  for 
submitting  comments  relevant  to  the  proposed  changes  and  modifications  to 
the  Section  106  compliance  process  as  defined  in  36  CFR  Part  800. 

HOWEVER,  note  that  a federally  recognized  tribe  may  request  a 30  day 
extension  for  submitting  comments  (Dec.  12)  but  that  said  extension  must 
be  submitted  prior  to  November  12.  The  ACHP  E-mail  address  stated  above 
can  evidently  be  used  for  submitting  comments  by  any  interested  person, 
or,  for  submitting  a request  for  extension  by  an  authorized  Tribal 
representative.  NOTE  that  all  information  relevant  to  the  proposed 
changes  and  modifications,  including  a complete  copy  of  Section  106,  can 
be  obtained  from  the  ACHP  web-site  at  http://www.achp.gov. 

These  proposed  changes  are  very  critical  and  they  have  a strong  bearing 
on  one  of  the  few  strong  laws  we  have  that  can  actually  be  used  to 
protect  and  preserve  archaeological  sites.  Pay  particular  attention  to 
Subpart  A and  its  reference  to  "alternate  procedures"  for  compliance; 

Subpart  B and  its  permissive  action  to  allow  "phased 


identification";  ensurance  of  "public  dissemination  of  any  resulting 
archaeological  studies";  use  of  EIS  or  EA  for  Section  106  compliance 
procedures;  consideration  of  historic  properties  & Section  106 
process  during  emergencies  (forest  fires,  floods,  etc  [hopefully  not 
controlled  burns  that  get  out-of-control] ) ; Subpart  C and  its 
establishment  of  "categorical  exclusions". 

MOST  OF  ALL,  take  note  of  Subpart  C and  its  proposed  inclusion  of 
"properties  of  traditional  religious  and  cultural  importance"  as 
"historic  properties"  that  could  then  be  listed  on  the  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places.  Our  Preservation  Program  here  at  the  Pueblo  of  lemez 
is  particularly  opposed  to  this  measure  as  we  do  not  want  our  "locations 
of  spiritual  significance"  listed  in  bill-board  style  on  the  National 
Register  and  we  do  not  want  the  "vested  interest"  of  the  Federal  govt, 
that  seems  to  accompany  a National  Register  listing.  Our  locations  of 
spiritual  significance  deserve  legal  protection  & preservation  by  means 
of  their  own  legislative  act,  otherwise,  we  would  rather  permit  them  to 
pass  into  peaceful  silence  that  avoids  any  disclosure. 

There  are  many  other  changes  that  are  being  proposed  which  may  not  sit 
well  with  Tribal  administrations  and  preservation  programs.  I strongly 
encourage  those  who  have  not  inspected  these  proposed  changes  to  review 
them  and  provide  your  comments  to  the  ACHP. 

Thank  you  all  for  granting  me  the  opportunity  to  share  this  concern. 

Respectfully  yours, 

William  D.  Whatley 
Preservation  Officer  & 

Director  of  the  Dept,  of  Natural  Resources, 

Office  of  the  Governor,  Pueblo  of  lemez 
quasho@nmia . com 

"RE:  Historical  Misperceptions"  

Date:  10:17  AM  Oct  19,  1996 
From:  71542.622@compuserve.com 
Sub  j : Historical  Misperceptions 

Newsgroup:  igc . indig. education 

This  is  how  the  first  group  of  Carlisle  Indian  School  students  were 
introduced  to  the  local  community  in  October,  1879.  The  school  was 
in  operation  for  39  years  and  was  often  publicized  in  the  Carlisle 
newspapers . 

In  light  of  the  discussions  on  this  mailing  list,  I think  it's  helpful 
to  be  reminded  of  the  misperceptions  that  go  deep  into  our  history. 

THE  INDIANS 

About  twelve  o'clock  on  Sunday  night  Captain  Pratt  arrived  at 
the  function  with  eighty-six  Sioux  Indian  children,  whom  he  had  just 
selected  from  the  Rosebud  and  Pine  Sage  agency,  varying  in  age  from 
ten  to  seventeen.  Their  dress  was  curious,  made  of  different  cheap 
material,  and  representing  all  the  shades  and  colors.  Cheap  jewelry 
was  worn  by  the  girls.  Their  moccasins  are  covered  with  fancy  bead 
work.  They  carry  heavy  blankets  or  shawls  with  them,  and  their 
appearance  would  not  suggest  that  their  toilet  was  a matter  of  care. 

Some  of  them  were  very  pretty,  while  others  are  extremely  homely.  All 
possessed  the  large  black  eye,  beautiful  pearl-white  teeth,  the  high 
cheek-bone,  straight-cut  mouth  and  peculiar  nose. 

The  school  is  made  up  of  63  boys  and  23  girls.  The  reason  that 
there  are  more  boys  than  girls  is  that  the  girls  command  a ready  sale 
in  their  tribes  at  all  times,  while  no  value  is  attached  to  the  boys. 
About  3000  savages  assembled  at  the  agency  the  night  previous  to  the 
departure  of  the  party,  and  kept  up  a continual  howling  through  the 
night.  On  the  cars  and  here  they  have  been  very  orderly  and  quiet. 

Four  sons  of  the  famous  chief.  Spotted  Tail,  are  among  the  number. 

The  majority  of  the  party  are  made  up  of  sons  and  daughters  of 


chiefs.  An  interpreter  and  his  wife  are  with  the  party,  and  will 
remain . 

The  boys  will  be  uniformed  in  gray  material,  similar  to  that  worn 
by  the  two  Indian  instructors  who  have  been  here  for  some  time.  The 
girls  will  wear  soft  woolen  dresses.  The  girls  are  now  stationed  in 
the  buildings  formerly  occupied  by  the  officers,  and  the  boys  in  the 
building  to  the  north  of  the  grounds. 

Capt.  Pratt  has  selected  a gentleman  from  Williamsport,  who  will 
act  as  superintendent.  Our  citizens  are  greatly  interested  in  the 
school,  and  we  know  Captain  Pratt  will  be  heartily  seconded  in  his 
good  work  by  our  citizens. 

Carlisle  "Valley  Sentinel" 

Friday,  October  10,  1879 
page  5,  column  5 

— "RE:  Cops  Assault  Female  Inmates"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Oct  1996  18:49:20  -0700 
From:  Brian  Flauk  <bghauk@infomatch . com> 

Subject:  Canada  cops  assault  female  inmates 

UUCP  email 
BY  BRIGITTE  GROUIX 

TORONTO  - The  Canadian  Broadcast  Corporation  program  "The  Fifth  Estate" 
aired  part  of  a 90-minute  video  February  22  that  shocked  many  working 
people  across  Canada.  It  documented  a brutal  assault  and  strip  search  of 
female  inmates  at  the  Kingston  Prison  for  Women  in  April  1994. 

The  video  shows  male  members  of  the  riot  squad,  armed  with  truncheons, 
going  through  the  cells  of  female  inmates  and  rousing  them  from  sleep.  The 
cops  then  ripped  off  the  women's  clothing,  searched  them,  shackled  them, 
and  forced  them  to  kneel  and  parade  nude. 

A Corrections  Canada  report  released  last  month  cleared  the  squad  of  any 
wrongdoing.  "The  men  did  their  job  the  way  they  were  supposed  to,"  said 
prison  warden  Therese  LeBlanc,  who  co-authored  the  report.  "The  procedures 
were  followed."  Prison  officials  said  that  the  emergency  response  team  was 
called  in  after  four  days  of  unrest  in  which  inmates  yelled  obscenities, 
set  fires,  threw  urine  at  guards,  and  stabbed  one  guard  with  a needle. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Toronto  Sun,  inmate  Brenda  Morrison  said  the 
emergency  response  team  "treated  us  horribly.  They  left  us  naked  and 
shackled  in  the  cell  and  opened  all  the  windows,  and  left  us  like  this  for 
24  hours." 

One  inmate  reported  that  the  trouble  started  when  a prison  guard  told  a 
native  woman,  "Why  don't  you  string  yourselves  up  like  the  rest  of  them?" 
The  guard  was  referring  to  a rash  of  suicides  by  native  women  at  the 
prison  several  years  ago.  But  by  the  time  the  riot  squad  arrived,  Morrison 
said,  "we  were  singing  powwow,  native  spiritual  songs,  trying  to  make 
ourselves  happy." 

After  the  riot  squad  did  their  dirty  work,  women  had  to  sign  a form 
consenting  to  a vaginal  and  rectal  search  before  being  allowed  to  shower. 
Six  women  were  sent  into  isolation  for  23  hours  a day.  All  were  kept  there 
for  at  least  six  months.  Others  were  transferred  to  the  Kingston 
Penitentiary  for  men. 

A new  report  authored  by  Correctional  Investigator  Ron  Steward  gave  a 
more  accurate  view  of  the  actions  taken  by  Canada  prison  officials.  It 
said,  "The  video-tape-shows  a massive  display  of  force-in  the  face  of  no 
resistance. " 

Steward  added  that  the  excessive  force  was  intended  to  degrade  and 
dehumanize  the  prisoners.  Fie  accused  the  Correctional  Service  of  Canada  of 
trying  to  whitewash  the  affair,  calling  its  internal  investigative  report 
"at  best  incomplete,  inconclusive  and  self  serving."  Steward  recommended 
that  the  prisoners  be  compensated.  Solicitor-General  Flerbert  Gray  has  now 
ordered  an  independent  investigation. 

To  get  an  introductory  12-week  subscription  to  the  Militant  in  the  U.S., 
send  $10  US  to:  The  Militant,  410  West  Street,  New  York,  NY,  10014.  For 


subscription  rates  to  other  countries, 

send  e-mail  to  themilitant@igc.apc.org  or  write  to  the  above  address. 

"RE : Great  Vanishing  Act"  

Date:  10:46  AM  Oct  16,  1996 
From:  es051322@orion .yorku . ca 

Sub j : Churchill  Falls  and  the  Great  Vanishing  Act 

Newsgroup:  igc. indig. Canada 
By  Peter  Armitage 

Flarry  Floudini  didn't  have  a monopoly  on  vanishing  acts.  Moreover,  such 
acts  were  never  restricted  to  the  world  of  magic.  One  of  the  best 
vanishing  acts  I've  seen  in  recent  weeks  is  the  "vanishing"  of  the  Innu 
people  of  Labrador  and  Quebec  during  the  debate  over  Churchill  Falls  power. 

Our  provincial  politicians,  pundits,  and  news  media  have  done  a wonderful 
job  of  ignoring  Innu  history  and  rights  in  the  region  flooded  by  the 
Churchill  Falls  project.  The  Innu  have  vanished  from  the  political  map  of 
Canada  thanks  to  this  great  silence. 

Flow  many  people  know  that,  not  too  long  ago,  the  Smallwood  Reservoir  was 
comprised  of  numerous  lakes  with  Innu  names  such  as  Meshikamau  and 
Meshikamass?  Flow  many  people  realize  that  this  region  was  once  an 
important  cross-roads  in  the  trading  networks  of  the  Innu  both  prior  to  and 
after  the  arrival  of  Europeans?  Flow  many  people  understand  that  Innu 
gravesites  were  flooded  when  the  Smallwood  Reservoir  was  created,  and  that 
their  traplines  and  hunting  areas  were  destroyed? 

I saw  a damaged  Innu  gravesite  during  August  1995  as  a member  of  an 
archaeological  team  surveying  the  Meshikamass  portion  of  the  reservoir.  We 
found  the  skeletal  remains  of  an  Innu  teenager  eroding  out  of  a sand  bank 
as  a result  of  the  flooding.  These  remains  came  from  the  same  grave  that 
Mina  Flubbard  stumbled  across  while  travelling  to  Fort  Chimo  in  1905. 

We  also  found  numerous  tent  rings  and  two  pre-contact  sites,  one  dating  to 
about  1200  A.D.  the  other  to  about  1000  B.C.  These  sites  all  attest  to  the 
lengthy  history  of  occupation  of  central  Labrador  by  the  Innu  and  their 
ancestors . 

Prior  to  the  flooding  of  Meshikamau  and  other  lakes,  only  a slap-dash 
archaeological  survey  had  been  completed.  In  1967,  Innu  elders  from 
Sheshatshu  directed  two  archaeologists  working  for  the  National  Museum  of 
Canada  to  an  important  Innu  gathering  site  in  the  northwest  corner  of 
Meshikamau.  The  archaeologists  visited  this  site  which  subsequently  became 
known  as  GcDc-1  in  archaeological  parlance. 

We,  too,  visited  this  once  famous  gathering  site  during  our  1995  survey. 
There  was  absolutely  nothing  left;  not  so  much  as  a tent  ring  or  an  arrow 
point.  Zero!  The  shoreline  had  been  completely  denuded  by  the  flooding.  It 
looked  as  if  a nuclear  weapon  had  been  dropped  at  the  site  because  of  the 
scouring  and  erosion  caused  by  ice  and  water. 

Innu  history  at  Meshikamau  had  been  erased  just  as  it  has  been  in  the 
media  discourse  about  the  Churchill  Falls  contract. 

The  Smallwood  Reservoir  was  created  in  the  absence  of  a treaty  and  without 
the  permission  of  the  Innu  people.  No  compensation  was  ever  paid  to  the 
Innu  people,  and  they  have  seen  little  if  any  direct  benefits  from  the 
project.  To  make  matters  worse,  the  federal  government's  land  claims 
policy  states  that  the  Innu  will  not  be  compensated  for  past  alienation  of 
their  lands. 

So,  when  Newfoundlanders  complain  about  the  gross  injustice  that  resulted 
from  the  signing  of  the  Churchill  Falls  contract  with  Flydro-Quebec,  and 
when  we  listen  to  Premier  Tobin's  pleas  throughout  Canada  for  some  kind  of 
rectification,  maybe  we  should  all  remember  that  behind  the  power  contract, 
lies  a far  greater  injustice.  This  is  the  alienation  of  Innu  lands  in 
Central  Labrador  without  permission  and  without  treaty. 

I hear  silence.  Is  anyone  listening? 


Peter  Armitage  is  a St . lohn ' s-based  anthropologist  and  consultant  to  the 
Innu  Nation. 


RE:  Cherokee  OK  Gas  Tax  Petition 


Date:  Fri,  18  Oct  1996  07:29:21  -0500 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : Cherokee  Officials  OK  Gas  Tax  Petition 

Newsgroups : alt . native , soc . culture. native 

by  Donna  Flales- -staff  writer- -Muskogee  Phoenix--10/17/96 

Majority  of  council  favors  contract  with  state.  Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd 
says . 

A petition  for  the  Cherokee  people  to  vote  on  the  [Cherokee  Nation] 
Tribe's  motor  fuels  contract  with  the  state  [Oklahoma]  has  been 
validated  by  tribal  election  officials. 

David  Cornsilk,  editor  of  the  Cherokee  Observer  and  one  of  the 
petitioners,  said  Dennie  Battles,  tribal  comptroller,  notified  him 
tuesday  that  tribal  officials  had  determined  the  266  people  registered 
voters  had  signed  the  petition--90  more  than  would  have  been  required. 

The  petition  was  sent  to  Cherokee  Nation  Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd. 

Byrd  said  Wednesday  that  the  Cherokee  Constitution  states  all  elections 
on  measures  referred  to  the  people  shall  be  conducted  at  the  next 
regular  general  election,  except  when  the  council  or  the  principal  chief 
shall  order  a special  election. 

The  majority  of  the  council  favored  the  gas  contract  with  the  state,  as 
did  Byrd. 

"They  (Cherokees  against  the  gas  contract  with  the  state)  need  to 
understand  why  we  are  negotiating  with  the  state.  "More  and  more  money 
from  congress  is  going  to  be  turned  over  to  the  state  in  the  form  of 
block  grants.  It's  time  to  start  negotiating  with  the  state." 

And  Byrd  said  there  is  no  way  the  contract  will  be  put  on  hold  until 
the  election  in  1999. 

Dim  Wilcoxen,  general  counsel  for  the  tribe,  said  when  petitioners 
began  gathering  signatures  that  the  contract  would  stay  in  effect  until 
a vote  of  the  people  nullifies  the  contract. 

Wilcoxen  has  questioned  why  Cherokees  would  want  to  rescind  the 
contract  that  calls  for  the  motor  fuels  tax  on  gasoline  sales  on  tribal 
land  and  then  receive  part  of  the  tax  back  from  the  state. 

Should  Cherokee  voters  ultimately  reject  the  contract,  it  could  cost 
the  tribe  between  $60  to  $100  million  over  a 20  year  period,  Wilcoxen 
predicted . 

Petitioners  contend  the  state  isn't  entitled  to  taxes  for  goods  sold  on 
tribal  land  and  that  the  tribe  should  fight  in  court  any  attempt  by  the 
state  to  collect  such  taxes. 

The  contract  infringes  on  the  Cherokee  Nation's  sovereignty  and  the 
Cherokee  people  should  decide  the  issue,  not  the  chief  or  the  council, 
petitioners  say. 

There  are  things  more  important  than  money  and  sovereignty  is  one  of 
them,  according  to  petitioner  Robin  Mayes. 

Cornsilk  couldn't  be  reached  for  comment,  Wednesday  night. 

"RE : ITBC  Request  for  Proposal"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Oct  1996  11:28:03  -0400 
From:  Bambi  Kraus  <bambi@itc.org> 

Sub j : ITBC  Request  for  Proposal 

UUCP  email 

Public  Notice  effective  10/4/96  PLEASE  POST!! 

Request  for  Proposal  - World  Wide  Web  Publishing  and  Marketing 
Services:  Information  Service  Provider  and  Multi-media  Technology 
Design . 


Scope  of  Work  - Assist  with  establishing  commercial  or  local 
internet  Access  for  ITBC  membership.  World  Wide  Web  presence 
design/development , and  End  User  Training/Support . 

The  InterTribal  Bison  Cooperative,  a 501(c)3  nonprofit,  has  a 
membership  of  40  Tribes  with  a collective  bison  herd  of  over  7,000. 

The  ITBC  central  office  is  located  in  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota. 

The  ITBC  is  committed  to  reestablishing  buffalo  herds  on  Indian 
lands  in  a manner  that  promotes  cultural  enhancement,  spiritual 
revitalization,  ecological  restoration,  and  culturally  appropriate 
economic  development  through  art  product  development,  meat  market 
sales,  art  market  sales,  media  promotions,  and  organizational 
comprehensive  marketing. 

ITBC  is  interested  in  utilizing  the  internet  as  a communication 
tool  and  for  purposes  of  engaging  the  public  via  the  World  Wide  Web 
(interactive  multimedia)  on  marketing  and  delivering  cultural 
education  experiences  related  to  the  bison. 

The  ITBC  is  seeking  qualified  Web  publishing  & marketing  services 
and  support  through  html  programming  and  graphic  design.  The  RFP 
is  intended  to  establish  an  effective  on-line  marketing  tool  for 
ITBC  via  the  Internet.  The  RFP  includes  the  goal  of  establishing 
information  sharing/access  for  ITBC  member  tribes  via  the  Internet. 

The  RFP  addresses  start-up  issues  and  will  serve  as  the  cornerstone 
for  future  telecommunications  developments  to  support  ITBC  mission 
and  goals. 

For  a complete  copy  of  the  RFP,  please  send  a request  to: 

InterTribal  Bison  Cooperative 
Attn:  Mark  Heckert 
P.0.  Box  8105 

Rapid  City,  SD  57709-8105 

605-394-9730 

FAX  605-394-7742 

e-mail:  itbc@rapidcity.com 

"RE : Living  In  Two  Worlds"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Oct  1996  19:05:29  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Raven  Wolf  <ravenw@efn.org> 

Sub j : Living  In  Two  Worlds/  " tobacco" 

UUCP  email 

Hau  mitakolapi.  My  elder  say's  one  can  live  in  one  world  and  work  in 
another.  This  is  not  easy.. it  is  not  easy  to  do  both  in  one  or  the  other 
meaning  the  white  culture  and  or  the  red  culture. . 

To  me  the  white  culture  is  that:  a culture,  a way  of  thinking,  a way  of 
doing,  a way  of  a religion  of  choice, a way  of  manipulating  the  truth,  a 
political  way  of  leading  the  people's,  a way  of  destruction,  a way  of 
money  is  the  source  of  decisions  for  the  people  and  for  the  future 
generations , a way  based  on  ego  and  through  the  mind  and  their  souls 
through  the  church  of  choice  or  not  at  all,  a way  of  industry  run  a muck 
not  for  the  good  of  the  people,a  way  of  possessiveness(owning) , a way  of 
what  ever  the  word  is  for  class,poor,  rich, middle, deadbeats, etc .. etc .. , a 
way  that  is  all  exclusive  according  to  one's  personal  choices. 

Most  of  all  a way  that  has  been  bastardized  for  eon's  as  to  what  their 
original  instructions  were  and  probably  still  are  only  no  one  looks  for 
them  or  their  commonalties . .they  say  American. .Their  is  no  American 
culture. .there  is  old  world  culture  many  of  us  have  it  genetically. .What  was 
done  here  and  created  here  was  done  by  man  and  the  truths  about  that  are 
available  to  read  and  understand  and  look  around  and  see. . 

So  the  red  culture.. it  is  not  a culture  as  culture  is  a white  word.. it 
is  "Chunka  Luta  Mani"  walk  the  red  road.. the  red  road  is  to  walk, believe, 
think, aspire  to,  give  up  to,  suffer-up  for, seek  to  understand,  there  is  no 
religion  there  is  inclusiveness  of  all,  a way  of  life  based  on  the 
generations  that  came  before  us  and  those  that  will  come  after 
us .. spirituality  in  in  everything,  a way  to  live  life  on  a daily  basis  be 


it  Hunting  (ie  working),  or  ceremonies  (honoring, asking  for  help, or 
marriages,  etc)  walking  this  way  is  a state  of  mind  of  being, and  of  heart.. 
The  only  real  conflict  is  that  it  is  diff icult . . . at  times  some  more  than 
others. . .different  tribes, different  rituals, different  legends,  but  same 
original  instructions.... 

All  four  nations.. the  yellow  ,the  white,  the  black,  and  the  red  got 
their  original  inst..we  were  caretaker's  of  turtle  island  basically. .the 
whites  were  to  invent  and  when  and  if  it  brought  harm  to  the  people  get 
rid  of  it.. the  black  and  yellow  escape  me  at  the  moment  but  i think  the 
yellow  was  the  recorder ' s .. all  four  nations  knew  they  were  to  meet  one 
another .. "this  was  in  the  beginning"  the  white  said  to  heck  with  that  we 
will  prosper  on  our  own  as  supposedly  threw  their 's  away  though  i have 
heard  they  have  been  found.. 

With  my  teachings  have  come  the  virtues .. some  of  which  i mentioned  the 
other  day  awareness,  belief ,patience, respect, endurance,give-a-way, silence 
(a  loneness),  be  happy, obedience  (mind),  the  past  and  future  generations 
(remembrance) , care  about  one  another  love,and  spirit  (great  and  all 
things)honor, . .there  are  more.. 

There  is  no  way  one  can  walk  this  way  and  that  way.. that  is  a zig-zag 
circle.,  there  is  a way  to  carry  the  virtue's  into  one's  other  work  place 
and  affiliations  with  others. .without  being  dis-honest  or  rude.. it's  all  a 
matter  of  perspective  i suppose.. one  can  only  make  those  choices  for 
their  self.. no  matter  what  your  blood  lines  are.. it  is  difficult  even 
being  with  those  that  say  they  are  walking  this  way  as  most  are  also 
un-learning  and  re-learning. . .for  me  the  concepts  are  easy..i  have  been 
chastised  all  my  life  for  them.. only  to  find  out  most  of  them  are  native 
thought  processes .. my  earlier  teachers  were  books  my  earliest  were  the 
one-legged's  and  the  four  leggeds  and  the  plant  peoples .. after  books  many 
false  teacher's  but  enough  lessons  to  push  me  forwards  until  now.. 

I believe  i will  always  be  learning;  my  dna  has  many  memories.  I am 
not  a native  American,  i am  a descendent  of  the  first  Peoples  and  I walk 
the  chunka  luta  through  the  grace  of  Taku  Wakan." 

I will  close  this  with  part  of  what  i learned  recently  was  to  look  be  on 
the  obvious  that  appears  in  front  of  me.. where  i see  so  plainly  what  is 
happening  or  being  said  or  done.. look  be  on  my  interpretation  and  be  on  my 
solution . .Things  that  have  been  written  here  in  the  sky  village's  the 
past  3 days  have  upset  me.. based  only  on  where  i have  walked  and  where  my 
family  have  walked.. I have  to  think  be  on  this  and  am  doing  so  part  of  that 
resting  from  that  came  these  words  i have  shared.. I wrote  them  for  me.. 

Hetcatu  Yelo  Mitakuye  Oyasin  . . 
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"RE : AIM/Satanism"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Oct  1996  12:47:35  -0400 
From:  "Iordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@dickshovel . com> 

Sub j : AIM/Satanism 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

[Editorial  Note:  As  a strong  supporter  of  the  goals  and  ideas 
of  AIM  I find  this  misassociation  most 
disturbing  and  call  for  public  denouncement!] 

Good  day  all... there  have  been  some  recent  postings  re  AIM  and  some 
West  Coast  "individuals"  who  have  intimated  they  and  Cult  activity  is 


aligned  with  the  American  Indian  Movement.  So  as  to  put  this  farce  to 
bed,  I pass  along  the  following  information: 


Subject:  Re:  [Fwd:  >>>>PLEASE  READ  NOW !!!<<<< ] 

ALRIGHT  DAMN  IT! ! ! ! ! 

Let  me  explain  this  to  you  idiots  once  and  for  all.  Satan  is  a product 
of  Dudeo/Christian  history  and  theology.  There  has  to  be  evil  in  order 
for  there  to  be  Good... Get  it??? 

If  you  want  to  be  a member  of  a Satanic  church  or  cult  or  coven  or 
whatever .. .then  by  all  means... have  a blast.... BUT 

KEEP  AIM  OUT  OF  IT! ! ! ! ! 

The  American  Indian  Movement  is  based  entirely  on  traditional 
spiritualism. . .Native  spiritualism.  If  there  are  AIM  members  that  are 
Satanists  then  they  in  themselves  are  an  oxymoron. 

To  whomever  is  sponsoring  this  "art"  show  and  attaching  AIM's  name  to 
it... be  advised.  The  information  I have  gathered  on  this  event  is  being 
presented  this  very  week  to  Clyde  Bellecourt  (AIM  National  Executive 
Director),  Dennis  Banks  (AIM  National  Field  Director)  and  Executive 
Directors  of  AIM  Chapters  Nationwide.  How,  do  you  ask?  Simple.  It  is 
being  presented  to  them  at  the  National  Conference  of  American  Indians 
going  on  in  Phoenix,  Arizona  this  week.  Why  will  they  listen  to  me? 

Again,  simple.  I am  a current  member  of  AIM  and  have  been  for  quite 
some  time.  I am  a researcher  and  digging  out  this  kind  of  slanderous 
information  and  shedding  light  on  it  is  what  I do  best. 

To  anyone  else  reading  this  post. . .Neither  The  AIM  National  Board  of 
Directors  or  any  Chapter  Executive  Directors  to  whom  I have  spoken  since 
I first  heard  about  this  either  sanctions  or  condones  this  "event". 

To  my  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  struggle .. .this  is  just  another  battle 
to  fight.  Keep  in  the  Spirit  and  remember  we  are  STILL  STRONG. 

In  the  Spirit, 

A.  R.  Mader 

American  Indian  Movement 
Arizona  Chapter 

Ayatohihi . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  (4  Star  Magellan  site) 

Wounded  Knee  Home  Page 
American  Indian  Movement 
chttp : //www. pobox. com/~jsd> 

PGP  public  key  available  upon  request... 

"RE : What's  in  a Name?"  

Date:  16  Oct  96  23:49:00 

From:  DOHN.WALTER@igloo.magicnet.com  (DOHN  WALTER) 

Sub j : What's  in  a name? 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Let's  hear  a cheer  for  the  population  of  Denendeh  for  keeping  things  in 
perspective . 

Denendeh  is  the  heartland  of  the  Dene  Nation  in  what  is  now  known  as  The 
North-West  Territories.  Anyway,  in  1999,  with  the  coming  into  being  of 
Nunavut,  the  Eastern  Arctic  Inuit  homeland/territory/province,  "The 
North-West  Territories  will  officially  disappear  off  the  maps.  A dilemma  for 
bureaucrats:  "What's  the  'Official'  name  for  what's  left  of  the  NWT  after 
Nunavut? ! " 

To  the  majority  of  the  population  in  the  area  concerned  it's  Denendeh 
(Home/Land  of  The  People).  It's  been  Denendeh  for  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
years,  since  this  present  world  began. 

But  it's  probably,  "...  just  too  Aboriginal ...  not  Canadian  enough..."  for 
the  Guiding  Lights  of  the  immigrant-governments.  So  the  present  territorial 
government  decided  to  put  some  taxpayer  dollars  to  use  to  hold  a Referendum. 


Everybody  in  the  territory  would  get  to  vote  for  any  of  a half-dozen  of  the 
bureaucrats'  choices  or  write  in  their  own  choice.  The  immigrant-government 
thought  they'd  latched  onto  a real  winner  of  an  issue.  Much  safer  than 
dealing  with  skyrocketing  TB  infections  and  the  5000+  families  packed  in 
houses  with  2 or  3 other  families  because  there's  no  housing  available  at 
all.  Heck,  they  even  had  songs  written  about  the  naming  and  banners  were 
bought  and  posters  of  such  magnificent  splendour  were  printed  that  the 
printers  wept  in  joy  all  the  way  to  the  bank.  The  politicians  were  so  busy 
attending  "Heritage  Galas"  and  slapping  each  other  on  the  back  for  this 
great  idea  that  several  had  to  apply  for  Workers'  Comp  for  sore  backs  and 
chronic  indigestion. 

But  there  was  a party-pooper  lurking  in  the  wings.  The  folks  at  biggest 
radio  station  (as  well  as  The  Sane  Majority,  99.999%  of  the  folks  up  there 
that  don't  have  that  twisted  gene  that  causes  terminal  politics)  thought 
this  whole  referendum  thing  was  just  a stupid,  stupendous  waste  of  time, 
energy  and  money.  So  they  urged  voters  in  the  Official  Referendum  to  write 
in  a certain  name,  "...  a simple  name  that  really  symbolized  'The  True  North 
Strong  and  Free!!'...  " and  By  Golly!  the  people  came  through!!! 

Over  seventy-seven  percent  (77%)  of  the  voters  expressed  their  solemn 
belief  that  the  new  territory  should  be  called...  "BOB"  ...  !!! 

Her  Majesty's  Government  of  The  North-West  Territories  is  not  amused. 

They  have  declared  the  results  of  the  referendum  null  and  void,  and  the  new 
official  name  will  be  chosen  by  government-appointed  committee. 

(One  Member  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  was  overheard  saying,  "So  there! 
It's  our  sandbox  and  we  can  play  what  we  want."  3W) 

— "RE:  University  of  Washington  lob"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Oct  1996  20:20:43  -0600 
From:  Pauline  Shafer  <pali@u .Washington . edu> 

Sub j : University  of  Washington  lob  Announcement 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

Subject:  University  of  Washington  lob  Announcement 

TWO  IN  ONE  POSITION  ANNOUNCEMENTS  FOR  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF 
POLITICAL  SCIENCE  AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  WASHINGTON 
IN  AMERICAN  POLITICS 

The  Department  of  Political  Science  at  the  University  of  Washington  is 
seeking  candidates  for  two  new  Assistant  Professor  positions  in  American 
Politics.  One  position  is  committed  to  the  study  of  national  political 
institutions  and  policy  processes  (Congress,  presidency,  parties, 
bureaucratic  politics,  courts).  The  second  position  is  identified  for  a 
specialist  in  American  national  policy  processes  with  emphasis  on  one  or 
more  of  the  following:  macroeconomic  policy,  regulatory  processes,  social 
welfare,  health  or  taxation.  Candidates  will  be  expected  to  conduct 
skilled  theoretical  and  empirical  research  and  to  teach  proficiently  at 
the  graduate  and  undergraduate  levels.  Candidates  should  have  the  Ph.D. 
prior  to  the  starting  date  of  appointment  or  be  ABD.  Candidates  who  fit 
both  descriptions  need  submit  only  one  application.  The  deadline  for 
receipt  of  applications  is  November  1,  1996.  The  University  of 
Washington  is  building  a multicultural  faculty  and  strongly  encourages 
applications  from  female  and  minority  candidates;  the  institution  is  an 
equal  opportunity/affirmative  action  employer.  To  apply,  applicants  must 
submit  a letter  of  intent,  current  C.V.,  samples  of  writing  including  a 
dissertation  abstract,  evidence  of  teaching  effectiveness,  and  three 
letters  of  recommendation  to: 

Bryon  Dones 

American  Politics  Search  Committee  Chair 
Department  of  Political  Science 
101  Gowen  Hall 
Box  353530 

University  of  Washington 
Seattle,  WA.  98195-3530 


RE:  Voisey  Bay  Coordinator  Dob 


Date:  Wed,  16  Oct  1996  11:14:41  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@ORION.YORKU.CA> 

Sub j : DOB  POSTING:  VB  Assessment  Coordinator 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

14  October  1996 

VOISEY' S BAY  ASSESSMENT  COORDINATOR 

The  Innu  Nation  has  an  immediate  requirement  for  a Voisey' s Bay  Assessment 
Coordinator.  This  will  be  a two-year  full-time  contract  position,  based  in 
Davis  Inlet,  Labrador.  The  Voisey 's  Bay  Assessment  Coordinator  will 
function  as  a key  member  of  the  Innu  Nation's  working  group  on  the  Voisey' s 
Bay  mining  development. 

Background 

Inco,  the  world's  largest  nickel  producer,  would  like  to  develop  a mine 
near  Davis  Inlet,  an  Innu  community  on  the  North  Coast  of  Labrador.  The 
proposed  mine  is  in  an  area  of  overlapping  land  rights  negotiations  among 
the  Innu  Nation,  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association,  Newfoundland  and  Canada. 
The  Innu  Nation  is  in  the  process  of  negotiating  a fair  settlement  with 
Inco,  called  an  Impact  and  Benefit  Agreement  (IBA).  Negotiations  on  the 
environmental  assessment  process  of  the  proposed  mine  between  the  Innu 
Nation,  Labrador  Inuit  Association,  Newfoundland  and  Canada  are  almost 
complete,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  process  will  begin  shortly. 

Responsibilities 

The  Coordinator  will  be  a member  of  the  Innu  Nation  IBA  negotiations  team 
and  will  help  to  implement  the  Innu  Nation's  environmental  assessment  of 
the  proposed  mine.  The  Coordinator  will  be  the  primary  liaison  between  the 
Innu  Nation,  technical  experts,  government  officials  and  company  staff. 
Additional  duties  of  the  Coordinator  include  working  with  the  Innu  Nation 
Environmental  Monitor  to  review  the  permit  applications  and  current 
exploration  activity  at  the  site.  The  Coordinator  will  be  up-to-date  on 
technical  issues  associated  with  the  proposed  mine,  and  will  serve  as  a 
resource  for  information  within  the  Innu  Nation,  to  community  members  in 
Davis  Inlet  and  Sheshatshiu  and  to  other  interested  parties. 

The  Voisey' s Bay  Assessment  Coordinator  falls  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Directors  of  Innu  Rights  and  the  Environment,  Kashetan  Rich  and  Daniel 
Ashini.  The  Coordinator  will  require  excellent  organizational  and 
interpersonal  skills,  a familiarity  with  mining  issue  and  impacts,  and  a 
working  knowledge  of  environmental  assessment.  Work  experience  with  First 
Nations  in  Northern  communities  is  a definite  asset,  as  is  expertise  in 
environmental  or  social  research.  A willingness  to  relocate  to  Davis  Inlet 
and  to  travel  extensively  at  short  notice  is  also  required. 

Salary  will  be  commensurate  with  experience  and  qualifications.  For  more 
information  about  the  position,  please  contact  Rina  MacKillop  at  the  Innu 
Nation  office  in  Davis  Inlet,  tel.  (709)  478-8943.  Faxes  may  be  sent  to 
(709)  478-8833. 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 
\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/= 


"RE:  Poem:  Earth  is  a Drum"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Sep  1996  19:22:23  -0400 

From:  "David  B.  Bowden"  <dbbowden@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Dances  With  Pain 


UUCP  email 


I was  watching  the  movie  Dances  With  Wolves. 

During  the  scene  when  they  come  across  the  Buffalo  killed  by  the 
white  hunters  tears  came  to  my  eyes. 

I wrote  a poem  to  reflect  how  I feel  about  it  all. 

Dances  With  Pain 


Wolf  is  gone 
Total  dread 
Everything's  gone 
Bufflo's  dead. 

Streams  that  used 
To  run  so  clear 
Everything's  gone 
Bufflo's  dead. 

My  pain  is  real 
My  heart  is  sad 
Everything's  gone 
Bufflo's  dead. 

Why  don't  they 
Understand 
Everything's  gone 
Bufflo's  dead. 

Horror  filled 
The  people  cry 
Can't  you  see 
Why  we  cry. 

The  buffalo  are  part 
of  the  land  so  dear 
Now  they're  gone 
Our  ways  not  clear. 

To  the  Creator  I pray 
To  the  Creator  I cry 
To  see  the  land  renewed 
Before  I die. 

My  heart  then  sings 
My  spirit  soars 
The  land  will  be  renewed 
For  the  people  once  more. 

The  wolf  will  roam 
The  streams  will  clear 
The  Buffalo  will  return 
To  the  plains  again. 

David 


"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  — 

Date:  96/10/21  03:31 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 
Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 


genie  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  27-November  2 


KEPAKEMAPA 

(September) 

(Mahoe  Hope) 

27 

The  sunlight  weaves  dappled  patterns  of  leaves  upon  the  grass. 

28 

Only  the  wind  can  speak  my  true  name. 

29 

The  leaves  sigh  with  the  wind's  caress. 

30 

In  knowledge  lies  the  greatest  power. 

31 

The  moon  is  my  guardian  on  this  night  of  nights. 

NOWEMAPA 

(November) 

(Welehu) 

November  was  the  first  month  of  the  Hoo-ilo  season,  which  ran  from  November 
through  April.  This  month  marked  the  season  when  people,  for  sport,  darted 
arrows  made  of  the  flower  stalk  of  the  sugar-cane. 

1 

Know  your  own  heart  as  no  other  can. 

2 

The  reward  for  all  endeavors  is  self-satisfaction. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  24  October  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  9:02  AM  Oct  15,  1996 
From:  rkershaw@canuck. com 

Sub j : "Cross  Cultural  Conference  - Pincher" 

Newsgroup:  igc . indig. education 

NAPI  FRIENDSHIP  CENTRE 

7th  Annual  Cross  Cultural  Conference 

January  22-24,  1997  - Pincher  Creek,  Alberta 

Call  for  Presentations 

BUILDING  OUR  FUTURE:  Kindling  the  Spirit  of  Youth 

PROPOSALS  FOR  WORKSHOP  PRESENTATIONS  are  now  being  accepted  for  next 
year's  Napi  Cross-Cultural  Conference.  Oral  presentations  of 
approximately  15-20  minutes  duration  are  requested.  Presentations 
which  use  audio-visual  aids  and  have  a hands-on  component  are  greatly 
encouraged.  The  overall  conference  theme  is  "Building  Our  Future: 

Kindling  the  Spirit  of  Youth." 

The  conference  recognizes  today's  youth  are  key  links  between  our  Native 
and  non-Native  communities.  But  these  youngsters  face  great  social, 
economic,  and  spiritual  challenges.  As  adults,  we  face  the  challenge  of 
teaching  our  youth  to  move  into  their  futures  in  positive  and 
constructive  ways.  In  the  long,  the  future  of  our  youth  is  also  our 
future. 


What  do  you  see  as  the  challenges  and  opportunities  facing  our  youth, 
and  ourselves  in  working  with  youth?  How  can  we  strengthen  our  youth 
through  cross-cultural  sharing?  What  are  the  specific  challenges  faced 
by  aboriginal  youth  in  a predominantly  non-aboriginal  society? 

We  encourage  proposals  from  academics,  business  people  and  professionals, 
as  well  as  involved  community  members.  Our  preference  is  for  presentations 
which  include  analysis  and  background,  but  which  are  essentially  positive 
and  practical  in  their  approach.  We  hope  our  presenters  will  foster 
dialogue  with  each  other  and  the  audience.  While  the  conference  is  aimed 
primarily  at  adults,  we  encourage  proposals  from  adults  and  youth. 

NAPI  FRIENDSHIP  ASSOCIATION 

BOX  657,  Pincher  Creek,  AB  T0K  1W0 

Phone  (403)  627-4224 

Fax  (403)  627-2564 

Email:  okinapi@canuck.com 

SUBMIT  YOUR  PROPOSAL:  Here's  your  chance  to  promote  your  theory,  share 
your  knowledge  or  test  your  ideas.  You  are  invited  to  submit  a 
presentation  proposal  on  any  of  the  five  major  topics  listed  below,  as 
related  to  the  workshop  theme,  "Building  Our  Future:  Kindling  the 
Spirit  of  Youth."  The  specific  titles  are  meant  as  examples  though  we 
welcome  propsals  for  these  precise  subjects,  as  well  as  your  own  ideas. 
Presenters  are  responsible  for  all  theor  own  travel  expenses.  We  will 
try  to  billet  presenters  here,  if  they  wish,  and  will  waive  workshop  and 
pow-wow  fees. 

TOPIC:  MENTAL  AND  PHYSICAL  HEALTH 

Examples  -Effective  parenting  at  the  end  of  the  millenium: 
new  challenges,  new  opportunities 
-The  importance  of  exercise  and  sports  for  mental  and 
physical  health 

-Cultural  identification  and  suicide  prevention:  building 
self-esteem 

-Creating  a future  beond  drug  and  alcohol  addiction 
-AIDS  education  and  prevention:  can  traditional  values  help 
keep  our  youth  alive 

TOPIC:  THE  3USTICE  SYSTEM  AND  YOUTH 

Examples  -Using  traditional  discipline  to  help  youthfull  offenders 
-Comuunity  sentencing  circles  for  youthful  offenders 
-Youth  crimes  in  an  era  of  youth  services  cutbacks 
-Restoring  trust  between  youth  and  adults:  can  Elders  bridge 
the  gap? 

-Alternative  after-school  programs  --  can  they  help  prevent 
crime  and  social  problems 

TOPIC:  SPIRITUALITY  AND  TRADITIONAL  CULTURE 

Examples  -Does  loss  of  traditional  languages  lead  to  loss  of  traditional 
cultures? 

-Traditional  spirituality  and  environmental  education 
-Building  new  relationships  between  Elders  and  youth 
-Can  traditional  cultures  help  youth  meet  the  challenges  of 
self-determination? 

-Cross-Cultural  encounters  and  cultural  determinism:  reinventing 
traditions  for  youth 

TOPIC:  EDUCATION  AND  EMPLOYMENT 

Examples  -Do  aboriginal  cross-cultural  courses  have  a legitimate  place 
in  public  education? 

-Building  aboriginal  education  in  an  era  of  drastic  cutbacks 
-Training  vs  education:  Should  schools  focus  more  directly  on 
job  preparation? 

-First  Nations  Studies  programs:  are  they  for  Native  or 
non-Native  students? 


-Education  and  jobs:  special  challenges  for  young  single 
mothers 

-Integrating  Special  Needs  children  into  the  classroom 
TOPIC:  POPULAR  CULTURE 

Examples  -Native  American  designs:  fad,  fashion  or  cultural 
appropriation? 

-Disney's  Pocahontas:  a role  model  or  a step  back  for  aboriginal 
girls? 

-Can  Native  youth  stay  true  to  their  culture  in  their  search  for 
show  business  success? 

-How  to  foster  youth  participation  in  traditional  pow-wows 
-Gambling:  economic  boon  or  more  undesirable  temptations  for  our 
youth? 

PRESENTATION  PROPOSAL 

(Please  type  or  neatly  print  information) 

Please  complete  both  sides  of  this  form  and  mail,  email  or  fax  to: 

NAPI  FRIENDSHIP  ASSOCIATION 

Box  657,  Pincher  Creek,  Alberta  T0K  1W0 

Fax:  403-627-2564 

Email:  okinapi@canuck.com 

Presenter's  Name(s) 

lob  Title  or  Association  Position 

Company,  School  or  Organization 

Tribal  Affiliation 

Mailing  Address 

Phone  Fax  Email 

Workshop  Topic  and  Presentation  Title 

Biographical  Sketch  of  Presenter  (especially  as  related  to  this  proposal): 

Please  give  a detailed  description  of  your  proposed  presentation  below, 
or  enclose  a tape  with  a recorded  oral  description.  Be  sure  to  indicate 
presentation  objectives;  whether  audio-visual  equipment  will  be  used; 
your  presentation's  specific  relevance  to  our  overall  workshop  them;  and 
whether  the  presentation  will  have  practical  value  for  the  audience. 
Remember,  your  presentation  should  be  geared  to  an  adult  audience,  but 
should  not  require  prior  knowledge  of  the  subject. 


Date:  Sun,  20  Oct  1996  21:09:39  GMT 
From:  betsy@mps.ohio-state.edu 

Sub j : Native  American  Law  Symposium  (25  Oct.,  Salt  Lake  City) 

For  those  of  you  who  are  interested  in  Native  Ameircan  Law  there  is  an 
interesting  happening  in  Salt  Lake  City  Utah: 

Second  Annual  Native  American  Law  Symposium: 

Archaeological,  Religious,  and  Repatriation  Implications  for 
Land  Use  and  Ownership 

Friday,  October  25,  1996  University  of  Utah  - College  of  Law  Salt  Lake 

City,  Utah 

Symposium  registration  information  is  available  by  calling  Mary  Ellen 
Slogan  at  (801)  531-6541  or  Raquelle  Myers  at  (801)  978-2653.  CLE  Credit, 
including  Ethics  Credit,  is  available.  The  Symposium  registration  fee 


includes  continental  breakfast  and  lunch. 
The  webpage  is: 

http: //raven .umnh.utah.edu/Utah.NA.law.html 


Date:  Tue,  22  Oct  1996  20:19:31  -0400 
From:  Dames  Duncan  <toj@alice. net> 

Sub j : Planting  of  5th  tree 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

0 SI  YO'  (Greetings) 

We  will  be  planting  the  5th  tree  of  our  journey  this  thursday  the 
24th  in  Morganton,  NC  at  10:00  AM. . 

It  will  be  along  the  Catawba  River  on  a site  that  is  being  provided 
by  the  City  of  Morganton. 

All  are  invited.  We  can  be  reached  @ 501-651-3070 
While  here  Check  out  our  web  site. 

WA  DO 

Dames  Duncan 

Trail  Of  Doy  - The  Return 


Date:  17  Oct  1996  00:56:00  -0400 
From:  sahtu@aol.com  (Sahtu) 

Sub j : UC  Berkeley  17th  Annual  Public  Health  Conference 

17th  Annual  Public  Health  Conference  for  Prospective  Students  of  Color 

Saturday,  October  19,  1996 

8:30  am  to  4:00  pm 

22  Warren  Hall 

UC  Berkeley  Campus 

Keynote  Speaker: 

Edgar  Quiroz,  MPH,  Shnior  Account  Executive,  Kaiser  Foundation  Health 
Plan  on  "New  Challenges  and  New  Opportunities  in  Public  Health  for 
People  of  Color" 


Interested  in  a graduate  degree  in  Public  Health? 

You're  invited  to  a one-day  conference  featuring  UC  Berkeley  faculty, 
staff,  and  alumni! 

- Learn  about  Public  Health  careers  and  programs  of  study  at  UC  Berkeley 
School  of  Public  Health. 

- Receive  information  ou  the  applicatioa  process  for  the  Schools  of 
Public  Health  at  UC  Berkeley,  UCLA,  and  San  Diego  State  University. 

For  registration  and  parking  information  call: 

Dewey  St.  Germaine,  Conference  Coordinator 
American  Indian  Graduate  Program 
(510)  642-3228 


Date:  Wed,  16  Oct  1996  07:01:19  -0700  (PDT) 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : "Elko  Te-Moak  Youth  Pow-Wow"  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Wed,  16  Oct  1996  06:49:31  -0700  (PDT) 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

To:  aisesnet_drum@server .umt.edu 
Sub j : "Elko  Te-Moak  Youth  Pow-Wow" 


The  Elko  Te-Moak  Youth  Pow-Wow  Committee  is  hosting  their  Fifth 


Annual  Pow-Wow  October  18-20,  1996n  Free  Barbecue  Oct.  20,  Sunday 
of  Beef,  Elk  and  Deer  meat.  More  than  $15,000  in  Prize  money  to 
be  awarded. 

This  years  theme: 

"Honor  Our  Children,  The  Future  of  Our  Nations" 

What:  Fifth  Annual  Elko/Te-Moak  Pow-Wow 

Place:  Elko  Indian  Colony  Gym 
Elko,  Nevada 

Spiritual  Leader:  Billy  Washnee,  Anadarko,  Oklahoma 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  David  BrownEagle,  Spokane,  Washington 

Arena  Director:  Alex  & Leo  Shepherd,  Cedar  City,  Utah 

Host  Drum:  Blackstone,  Skatchewan,  Canada 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Lorrin  Sammaripa,  Fort  Duchesne,  Utah 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  lanet  George,  Golden  Dale,  Washington 

Dance  Registration  Oct.  18  2:00  p.m. 

Grand  Entry  - Oct.  18  - Friday  7:00  p.m. 

Grand  Entry  - Oct.  19  - Saturday  11:00a.m. 

Grand  Entry  - Oct.  20  - Sunday  11:00  a.m. 

For  further  information  contact: 

Ms.  Melanie  Tom  - (702)  744-4383 


We'll  be  at  the  Horse  Pens  40  Native  American  Festival 
Steele,  Alabama,  Oct.  26-28.  Lots  of  good  stuff... 
Info:  800-421-8564 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

International  Indian  Treaty  Council,  Brian  Hauk,  lanet  Smith,  lohn  Walter, 
Pauline  Shafer,  Larry  Innes,  David  B.  Bowden,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Bambi  Kraus 
David  Simmons,  Raven  Wolf,  Iordan  Dill,  Connie  Webb/Tahlequah  Times  lournal 
and  Donna  Hale/Muskogee  Phoenix  via  Marvin  and  Linda  Summerfield/Cherokee 
Observer,  William  I.  Whatley,  Louis  D.  Alarcon,  Scott  Crawford,  Dan  Umstead 
Carol  Edgerton,  Doug  Heiken  via  Pam  Bodine 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  24  October  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  lanet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Date:  Tue,  22  Oct  1996  14:56:50  +0000 

From:  bweatherston@uvcs . uvic . ca  (Brenda  Weatherston) 

Sub j : Workshop:  Land  Claims  Negotiations  and  GIS 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


WORKSHOP:  LAND  CLAIMS  NEGOTIATIONS  AND  GIS 


offered  through  the  University  of  Victoria,  Division  of  Continuing  Studies 


First  Nations  negotiating  land  claims  are  faced  with  complex 
challenges,  including  the  need  to  identify  and  map  land  and  resource 
interests.  This  two-day  workshop  provides  you  with  practical 
information  on  the  use  of  geographic  information  systems  (GIS)  for 
identification  and  mapping  within  a treaty  negotiation  context,  with 
particular  emphasis  on  the  ways  in  which  it  supports  both  information 
management  and  decision  making. 

Through  lectures,  discussion,  and  hands-on  demonstration  sessions,  you 
will  become  familiar  with  the  various  spatial  requirements  in  the 
land-claims  process,  along  with  the  uses  and  limitations  of  GIS  in 
land  and  resource  interest  identification.  Topics  include: 

+ an  introduction  to  GIS 

+ introduction  to  land  interest  identification 
+ spatial  components  of  the  land  claim  and  settlement  process 
+ mapping  land  use  and  occupancy 
+ mapping  land  potential 

Case  studies  are  used  to  illustrate  the  options  available  within  GIS 
to  express  distinct  First  Nations  values,  attitudes,  and  concerns  in 
land  use. 

Instructors:  Frank  Duerden  is  a Professor  in  the  School  of  Applied 

Geography,  Ryerson  Polytechnic  University.  He  has  been  involved  in 
land  claim  processes  in  Canada  for  several  years  and  worked 
extensively  with  the  Council  for  Yukon  Indians  through  the  negotiation 
of  the  Yukon  land  claim  agreement.  He  has  special  interests  in  land 
and  resource  issues  and  GIS  applications  to  land  claim  processes.  In 
the  1980's  he  directed  the  Yukon  Indian  Lands  Mapping  Project  and  for 
the  past  three  years  he  has  been  involved  in  a project  examining 
applications  of  traditional  environmental  knowledge. 

Peter  Keller  is  an  Associate  Professor  in  the  Department  of  Geography 
at  the  University  of  Victoria,  with  a cross-appointment  to  the  School 
for  Earth  and  Ocean  Sciences.  His  research  interests  and  teaching  are 
in  cartography,  geographic  information  systems  (GIS)  and  spatial 
analysis,  and  his  research  program  focuses  on  the  advancement  of  GIS 
towards  better  tools  for  decision  making. 

DATES:  Monday,  December  9 and  Tuesday,  December  10,  1996;  9 am  to  4 pm 
Registration  Deadline:  November  29,  1996 

WHO  SHOULD  ATTEND:  First  Nations  Tribal  Councilors,  negotiators, 
researchers,  GIS  managers  and  technicians,  and  others  involved  in  the 
land  claims  negotiation  process.  Hands-on  experience  with  GIS  is  not  a 
requirement . 

ACCOMMODATION:  Available  on-campus;  please  contact  Housing  and 
Conference  Services  at  (250)  721-8395.  Please  contact  us  for 
information  on  off-campus  alternatives. 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 

Brenda  Weatherston,  Program  Coordinator 

Cultural  Resource  Management,  Division  of  Continuing  Studies 

University  of  Victoria  PO  Box  3030 

Victoria,  BC  V8W  3N6  CANADA 

Telephone:  (250)  721-8462  Fax:  (250)  721-8774 

Email:  bweatherston@uvcs . uvic . ca 

"RE : Indigenous  Peoples  Walk  Out"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Oct  1996  12:36:25  -1000 
From:  scott@hookele.com  (Scott  Crawford) 

Sub j : Indigenous  Peoples  Walk  Out  Of  the  UN  Working  Group  on  Draft 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

URGENT  ALERT  - This  press  release  and  the  following  messages  have  been 
issued  from  Geneva  with  a call  for  support  from  around  the  world.  Please 
redistribute  this  message  through  your  networks,  and  e-mail  your  support  to 
netwarriors@hookele . com  and/or  fax:  0041  22  917  03  34,  and  contact  your 


government,  state  department/indigenous  affairs,  and  put  pressure  on  to 
strengthen  the  position  of  the  Indigenous  Nations  and  Peoples  in  Geneva 
that  the  Draft  Declaration  be  adopted  in  its  entirety. 

Please  send  us  your  support  by  fax  immediately  so  that  we  can  carry  and 
present  your  support  and  rights  tomorrow 

Fax:  0041  22  917  03  34 

The  full  text  of  the  UN  Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  and  related  documents  can  be  reviewed  at: 
http://www.aloha.net/nation/iitc/decltext.html 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

PRESS  STATEMENT:  22  OCTOBER  1996  2:00  P.M.  at  the  United  Nations  in  Geneva 
Switzerland 

(NATIVEWARRIORS. . .Sending  to  our  Brothers  and  Sisters  the  night  before  for 

zour  prazers  and  zour  spirits  to  be  with  us  when  we  tell  it  to  the  world.) 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

for  more  information  contact: 

netwarriors@hookele . com 

fax:  0041  22  917  03  34 

Indigenous  Peoples  Representatives  Walk  Out  Of  the  UN  Inter-Sessional 
Working  Group  on  the  UN  Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous 
Peoples 

A unanimous  mass  walk  out  by  Indigenous  Nations  and  Peoples  was  provoked 
today  in  Geneva,  Switzerland  at  a U.N.  meeting  on  the  rights  of  Indigenous 
Peoples.  After  two  days  of  discussions  Indigenous  participants  agreed  to 
present  a proposal  to  the  chairman  of  the  Inter-sessional  Working  Group  on 
the  Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  suggesting  that 
the  existing  Draft  Declaration  be  immediately  adopted  without  changes  or 
amendments . 

After  the  proposal  was  presented  by  Mr.  Moana  lackson  of  the  Maori 
delegation,  it  was  simply  ignored  by  the  chairman  and  state 
representatives.  Several  attempts  to  reintroduce  the  proposal  by  other 
Indigenous  delegates  were  also  dismissed  by  the  chair.  Indigenous 
delegations  immediately  left  the  proceedings.  Indigenous  delegations 
refused  to  enter  into  a colonial  process  designed  to  allow  states  to 
dilute  and  change  the  Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous 
Peoples . 

After  twelve  years  spent  by  Indigenous  Peoples  developing  a Draft 
Declaration  for  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  UN  member  states  are  now 
trying  to  frame  the  debate  on  the  basis  of  antiquated  notions  of  state  and 
individual  rights.  Such  a framework  cannot  encompass  and  protect  the 
collective  rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples.  The  UN  Charter  itself  defines  the 
collective  rights  of  peoples  as  the  inherent  "right  of  self-determination" 
by  which  "they  freely  determine  their  political  status  and  freely  pursue 
their  economic,  social  and  cultural  development." 

Over  the  past  20  years,  the  international  Indigenous  Peoples  movement  has 
worked  toward  the  development  of  new  standards  in  international  law  and 
human  rights  to  take  into  account  the  rights  of  Indigenous  Nations  and 
Peoples.  The  inherent  right  of  self  determination  of  Indigenous  Peoples  as 
expressed  in  article  3 of  the  UN  Draft  Declaration  is  continually  being 
denied  by  states.  Indeed,  states  continue  to  define  the  rights  of 
Indigenous  Peoples  in  colonial  terms.  Indigenous  representatives  are 
frustrated  that  state  governments  are  attempting  to  diminish  the  substance 
of  the  Draft  Declaration  in  a process  not  scheduled  to  be  completed  until 
the  year  2004.  Some  states  have  said  they  will  only  recognize  individual 
rights  in  the  declaration  they  are  going  to  draft.  These  and  other  factors 
remain  major  points  of  disagreement  between  states  and  Indigenous  Nations 
and  Peoples. 

The  mass  walk  out  leaves  state  government  representatives  in  the 
embarrassing  position  of  drafting  their  own  declaration  on  the  rights  of 
Indigenous  people  without  Indigenous  participation  or  consent.  After  the 
Indigenous  Peoples'  walkout,  several  state  representatives  requested 
negotiations  in  an  effort  to  bring  Indigenous  representation  back  into  the 


proceedings . 

Contact  People: 

Latin  America:  Marcelo  Orellana 

Coordinacion  Pueblos  Indigenos  Cento  y Sud  America 

Pacific  Region:  Moana  Sinclair,  Te  Kawau  Maro 

North  America:  Steve  Newcomb,  Indigenous  Law  Institute 

East  Asia:  Boris  Voyer,  International  Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Affairs. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
netwarriors@hookele . com 
fax:  0041  22  917  03  34 

INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  GLOBAL  CRISIS  STAND  OFF 
Net  Warriors 

Kekula  P.  Bray-Crawford,  Pacific  Peoples  Indigenous  Organization  Committee 
Lori  Pourier,  Indigenous  Womens  Network 
Crystal  Echohawk,  Indigenous  Women's  Network 
Steve  Newcomb,  Indigenous  Law  Institute 

"RE : Outrage  at  the  Disrespect"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Oct  1996  12:38:34  -1000 
From:  scott@hookele.com  (Scott  Crawford) 

Sub j : Outrage  at  the  disrespect  shown  towards  Indigenous  peoples 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

> forwarded  message  > 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters, 

I am  writing  to  you  as  a young  native  woman  (Pawnee)  who  has  been  a party 
and  witness  to  the  current  discussions  concerning  the  UN  Draft  Declaration 
on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  in  Geneva. 

I am  writing  to  my  brothers  and  sisters  to  express  my  outrage  at  the 
disrespect  that  was  shown  towards  the  Indigenous  peoples  by  the  member 
States-  the  colonizers  and  our  oppressors.  They  made  it  clear  that  they 
think  little  of  Indigenous  peoples  and  our  claims  to  self-determination. 
While  they  are  willingly  to  grant  us  minor  concessions,  they  refuse  to 
accept  us  as  sovereign  nations  and  peoples.  They  have  made  it  clear  that 
the  colonial,  imperialistic  and  genocidal  practices  of  the  last  500  years 
will  continue,  the  only  difference  is  in  its  methods  and  the  language  that 
their  oppression  and  domination  is  couched  in. 

Brothers  and  Sisters,  we  have  fought  long  and  hard  for  our  peoples  very 
survival  and  right  to  self-determination.  Although  we  as  Indigenous 
peoples,  represent  many  diverse  groups,  with  different  experiences  and 
sensibilities,  we  all  have  one  thing  in  common-our  oppression  by  the 
colonizing  powers  of  the  world.  We  must  unite  and  work  together.  Today  we 
must  say  BASTA  las  our  brothers  and  sisters,  the  Zapatistas  in  Chiapas, 
Mexico,  did  in  1994,  as  we  work  to  take  what  is  inherently  ours-respect  for 
Indigenous  peoples  and  the  right  for  self-determination.  We  have 
incredible  power  as  people  united  together. 

Please  write  to  us  with  your  suggestions,  your  criticisms,  your  support. 
This  is  not  only  our  struggle  in  Geneva,  it  is  all  of  our's!  WE  CAN  WIN  IF 
WE  UNITE  AND  FIGHT  OUR  OPPRESSORS  TOGETHER! 

MUCH  LOVE  & WALK  IN  BEAUTY, 

CRYSTAL  ECHOHAWK-NETWARRIOR 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Please  send  us  your  support  by  fax  immediately  so  that  we  can  carry  and 
present  your  support  and  rights  tomorrow 
Fax:  0041  22  917  03  34 

ATTN:  Net  Warriors  , Indigenous  Peoples  Global  Caucus  Geneva  1996  Standoff 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
The  full  text  of  the  UN  Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  and  related  documents  can  be  reviewed  at: 

http://www.aloha.net/nation/iitc/decltext.html 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Contact  People: 

Latin  America:  Marcelo  Orellana 


Coordination  Pueblos  Indigenos  Cento  y Sud  America 

Pacific  Region:  Moana  Sinclair,  Te  Kawau  Maro 

North  America:  Steve  Newcomb,  Indigenous  Law  Institute 

East  Asia:  Boris  Voyer,  International  Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Affairs. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
netwarriors@hookele . com 
fax:  0041  22  917  03  34 

INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  GLOBAL  CRISIS  STAND  OFF 
Net  Warriors 

Kekula  P.  Bray-Crawford,  Pacific  Peoples  Indigenous  Organization  Committee 
Lori  Pourier,  Indigenous  Womens  Network 
Crystal  Echohawk,  Indigenous  Womens  Network 
Steve  Newcomb,  Indigenous  Law  Institute 

"RE : statement  from  the  Caucus"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Oct  1996  12:40:28  -1000 
From:  scott@hookele.com  (Scott  Crawford) 

Sub j : Statement  from  the  caucus  of  Indigenous  Peoples  at  the  UN 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

GENERAL  COMMENT 

Statement  from  the  caucus  of  Indigenous  Peoples  on  Monday,  October  21,  1996 
We  hereby  request  that  this  open-ended  inter-sessional  working  group 
(established  in  accordance  with  Commission  on  Human  Rights  resolution 
1995/32  of  3 March  1995)  immediately  adopt  the  draft  Declaration  on  the 
Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  without  change,  amendment  or  deletion. 

We  furthermore  respectively  call  upon  all  participants  to  this  session  to 
engage  in  a general  debate  on  the  fundamental  issues  and  concepts  of  the 
draft  Declaration. 

All  indigenous  nations,  peoples  and  organisations  present  regard  the  draft 
Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  as  currently  drafted,  as 
the  minimum  standards  for  the  promotion  and  protection  of  the  fundamental 
rights  of  indigenous  peoples.  We  wish  to  make  clear  that  indigenous 
peoples  will  not  engage  in  a dialogue  which  dilutes  or  changes  the  draft 
Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples. 

When  this  was  read  the  chair  lose  Urruita  moved  on  to  Brazil's 
recommendation  to  amend  the  governments  proposal  to  combine  article  10  with 
article  11.  He  ignored  us  completely  and  treated  it  as  a diplomatic 
statement  stating  that  he  would  make  sure  it  would  be  included  in  the  final 
report . 

We  intervened  with  statements  requesting  the  chair  to  return  to  our 
proposal.  He  then  said  that  we  were  not  allowed  to  make  proposals  that 
only  governments  could  move  to  make  proposals.  No  governments  supported 
our  position,  none.  The  chair  then  ignored  us  us  and  continue  with  his 
agenda . 

We  walked.  We  convened  into  another  caucus  to  discuss  what  we  would  do. 

We  had  allies  of  non-indigenous  organisations  who  reported  to  us  every  few 
minutes  on  the  discussions  taking  place.  Several  governments  supported  our 
proposal.  Brazil  was  the  First  as  they  are  eager  to  begin  minimizing  the 
document . 

Other  governments  followed.  By  the  end  of  the  afternoon  - all  governments 
mandated  the  Chair  to  meet  with  us  and  find  solution  to  the  problem.  South 
Africa  stated:  Mr.  Chairman,  we  supported  the  appointment  of  your  seat  to 
chair  this  meeting  and  you  will  not  remain  there  much  longer  if  your  do  not 
remedy  this  situation  as  quickly  as  possible.  Other  governments  agreed 
that  we  must  be  a part  of  the  process.. 

We  took  a stand  that  the  Chair  would  have  to  come  to  us  now. . . come  to  our 
caucus  to  address  all  of  us.  We  began  drafting  news  releases  for  the  press 
conference  tomorrow.  The  world  Council  of  churches  responded  immediately 
and  began  coordinating  all  press  , they  have  set  up  a press  room  for  us 
where  we  can  receive  faxes  at:  0041  22  917  03  34  Attention:  Net 
Warriors 

We  need  your  prayers  and  we  need  your  network  support.  Please  get  all  our 


Indigenous  Peoples,  Native  Peoples,  First  Nation  Peoples,  and  friendly 
supporters...  to  send  us  their  support  for  our  position  to  shift  the 
status  of  Rights  and  Freedom  for  Indigenous  Peoples 

YOUR  LETTERS  WILL  BE  DISTRIBUTED  TO  ALL  OUR  PEOPLES  HERE  - 
Contact  People: 

Latin  America:  Marcelo  Orellana 

Coordination  Pueblos  Indigenos  Cento  y Sud  America 

Pacific  Region:  Moana  Sinclair,  Te  Kawau  Maro 

North  America:  Steve  Newcomb,  Indigenous  Law  Institute 

East  Asia:  Boris  Voyer,  International  Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Affairs. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
The  full  text  of  the  UN  Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  and  related  documents  can  be  reviewed  at: 

http://www.aloha.net/nation/iitc/decltext.html 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  GLOBAL  CRISIS  STAND  OFF 
Net  Warriors 
netwarriors@hookele . com 
fax:  0041  22  917  03  34 

Kekula  P.  Bray-Crawford,  Pacific  Peoples  Indigenous  Organization  Committee 
Lori  Pourier,  Indigenous  Womens  Network 
Crystal  Echohawk,  Indigenous  Womens  Network 
Steve  Newcomb,  Indigenous  Law  Institute 

"RE : White  Pine  Acid  Solution  Mine"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Oct  1996  15:30:00  -0600 

From:  cedgerton@mail.soemadison.wisc.edu  (Carol  Edgerton) 

Sub  j : White  Pine  acid  solution  mine  (Michigan) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

More  information  being  forwarded  on  White  Pine  Mine- -refer  to  "Happy 
1842  Treaty  Anniversary." 

From:  Walt  Bresette  <bresette@win . bright . net> 

Date:  Sun,  13  Oct  1996  10:27:01  -0500 

Subject:  Paranoid  Ramblings  of  White  Pinemania 

THE  BIG  PICTURE  & WHITE  PINE  ACID  MINE:  It's  a bad  trip 

The  recently  authorized  sulfuric  acid  "solution  mine"  at  White  Pine, 
Michigan  fits  into  the  larger  "minerals  district"  scenario  as  documented 
by  A1  Gedicks  in  his  work  "New  Resource  Wars."  Like  the  many  other  mines 
hoping  to  come  on-line  in  the  near  future  they,  like  the  White  Pine 
mine,  is  in  a massive  sulfide  ore  body.  Unlike  the  others.  White  Pine 
has  already  been  mined  out  and  the  metallic  sulfide  waste  already  is 
polluting  the  environment.  The  acid  solution  mining  is  ostensibly 
seeking  to  recover  the  remaining  ore  from  the  pillars  of  the  abandoned 
mine.  However  in  talks  with  local  folks  it  is  becoming  clear  that  this 
may  not  be  the  case  after  all.  Instead,  the  acid  mining  operation  in 
being  developed  as  a disposal  site  for  the  acid  generated  as  a 
by-product  of  the  smelting  operation  at  White  Pine;  they  have  made 
application  for  a new  smelter  with  a capacity  much  larger  than  that 
needed  for  the  900  million  pounds  of  copper  left  in  the  abandoned  mine. 

The  Smelter  is  the  Issue 

They  don't  need  a smelter  for  a "solution  mine,"  They  do  need  a 
"solution  mine"  for  a smelter.  With  a regionally-based  smelter,  all  of 
the  other  planned  mines  will  be  more  cost-effective.  Rather  than 
shipping  the  ore  to  Canada  or  elsewhere,  they  than  ship  it  a few  miles 
up  to  White  Pine,  Michigan.  With  an  available  regional  smelter, 
investors  will  be  more  likely  to  give  the  necessary  go-ahead. 

The  Mining  Moratorium  is  the  Issue 

This  January  the  Wisconsin  legislature  will  reconsider  a moratorium  on 
the  banning  of  metallic  sulfide  mining.  If  successful  it  will 
effectively  delay  the  "minerals  district"  for  a few  generations.  And, 


without  ore  to  process  at  White  Pine,  there  will  be  no  need  to  do  a 
"full  scale"  solution  mine.  The  solution  mine  is  tied  to  the  smelter; 
the  smelter  is  tied  to  other  ore  bodies;  the  developing  of  the  other  ore 
bodies  in  the  minerals  district  are  largely  in  Wisconsin  and  the 
moratorium  will  cut  it  off. 

The  Ceded  Territory  is  the  Issue 

The  Chippewa  Treaty  of  1842  which  sold  to  the  U.S.  northern  Wisconsin 
and  that  portion  of  Michigan  where  White  Pine  is  located  is  in  the  way 
of  both  the  White  Pine  solution  mine  and  almost  parallels  the  proposed 
"minerals  district."  If  the  Chippewa  assert  their  1842  Treaty  rights, 
they  become  active  players  in  the  region's  development.  The  Bad  River 
Chippewa  rail  system  is  the  only  current  line  to  White  Pine.  Should  they 
retain  control  over  this  system  they  effectively  cut  off  the  only 
lifeline  to  the  mine;  it  will  be  constipated  until  other  lines  are 
developed.  Should  they  further  assert  their  rights  beyond  the 
reservation  - throughout  Ceded  Territory  - there  is  no  way  to  have  rail 
systems  to  the  smelter  or  to  the  mines  without  Chippewa  permission. 

The  Actors  are  the  Issue 

In  Wisconsin,  the  key  player  has  been  lames  Klauser.  He  is  an  expert 
lobbyist  for  the  Exxon  minerals  corporation.  When  this  little  hick 
lawyer  Tommy  Thompson  from  Elroy,  Wisconsin  was  put  in  as  Governor,  the 
rigging  of  state  government  was  a fait  accomplait.  Through  Klauser,  the 
interests  of  the  "minerals  district"  were  accomplished:  Thompson  was 
recreated  as  an  innovative,  trend-setting,  pro-business  and  welfare 
national  character.  Bedazzled  by  that,  he  let  Klauser  do  what  he  wanted, 
which  was  to  first  changed  the  reputation  of  the  state  as  progressive, 
then  to  weaken  the  laws  which  would  prevented  the  minerals  district. 

He's  accomplished  both  and  is  now  being  reassigned  back  to  his  old  law 
firm,  probably  as  an  Exxon  lobbyist.  His  new  task  will  be  to  defeat  the 
mining  moratorium  and  weaken  tribal  resolve  on  treaty  rights. 

The  International  Cartel  is  the  Issue 

Klauser 's  Exxon  is  in  partnership  with  Rio  Algom,  a Canada 
multinational.  Rio  Algom  is  in  partnership  with  INMET,  a fellow  Canadian 
multinational  - they  are  developing  a new  mine  in  Peru.  INMET  is  in 
partnership  with  BHP,  an  Australian  based  multinational  - they  are  in 
litigation  over  environmental  disaster  at  their  OK  Tedi  mine  in  New 
Guinea.  BHP  is  the  supplier  of  sulfuric  acid  from  their  Arizona  plant 
which  is  railed  to  White  Pine  via  the  Bad  River  Chippewa  Reservation; 

BHP  also  is  in  the  process  of  developing  mining  near  the  Mole  Lake  and 
Crandon  areas  where  Exxon/Rio  Algom  is  seeking  a metallic  sulfide  mine. 
The  sulfuric  acid  from  BHP  is  railed  via  Wisconsin  Central,  Ltd.,  a 
multinational  rail  line  with  holdings  in  the  U.S.,  Canada,  the  U.K.  and 
New  Zealand.  The  negotiator  for  Wisconsin  Central  in  the  dispute  with 
Bad  River  is  Richard  White,  a New  Zealander  who  was  brought  in  when  the 
rail  line  nearly  blew  up  Wauyaweyga  in  central  Wisconsin.  Wisconsin 
Central,  a union  busting  railroad,  has  top  officials  who  are  key 
advisors  and  contributors  to  Governor  Tommy  Thompson.  Up  until  December 
6th  of  this  year,  Thompson  had  as  his  key  state  aide  lames  Klauser. 

The  Regulators  are  the  Issue 

Despite  clear  authority  both  the  MDEQ  (Michigan  Department  of 
Environmental  Quality  - a new  branch  created  by  Michigan  Governor  lohn 
Engler)  and  the  U.S.  EPA  have  failed  in  their  stated  duties  to  protect 
the  public  and  environment  from  White  Pine  effluents.  White  Pine  has 
breached  a chloride-laced  brine  aquifer  which  is  flowing  into  the  mine 
but  neither  agency  is  holding  them  accountable;  this  brine  will  fill  the 
entire  mine  in  40  years,  flow  into  the  Mineral  River  and  then  flow  five 
mile  north  into  Lake  Superior  killing  all  living  organism  in  its  path 
including  up  to  50  acres  of  Lake  Superior.  White  Pine  has  produces  11 
square  miles  of  metallic  sulfide  waste  which  is  polluting  the  Mineral 
River  and  adjoining  areas;  there  is  no  reclamation  plan  for  this 
tailings  area  which  is  so  huge  it  can  be  seen  from  the  space  shuttle. 
Prior  to  forced  shut  down.  White  Pine  was  the  heaviest  loader  of  mercury 
(1000  pounds  annually)  from  their  now  abandoned  smelter  ("They  were 
never  in  compliance,"  EPA,  Ashland  hearings).  EPA,  which  can't  decided 
if  they  will  allow  11  billion  gallons  of  acid  solution  to  be  stored 


permanently  into  a leaky,  toxic  hole  five  miles  from  Lake  Superior, 
announced  on  October  3 that  the  dilapidated  rail  line  across  the  Bad 
River  Chippewa  Reservation  was  safe  for  sulfuric  acid  transport. 

Et  Cetera 

The  above  issues  are  incomplete  but  it  certainly  appears  from  here  that 
there  is  a huge,  multinational  cartel  which  has  control  of  state  and 
federal  regulators  with  designs  to  develop  a minerals  district  in  the 
upper  Great  Lakes.  The  barriers  were  progressive  state  government  and 
laws,  but  now  appeared  weakened  sufficiently.  The  remaining  barriers  are 
new  initiatives  such  as  a moratorium  and  old  problems  like  Indians  and 
treaties.  Let's  hope  these  ramblings  are  the  fantasy  of  a paranoid  aging 
hippie.  If  not,  if  we're  not  wrong,  then  the  people  and  the  Great  Lakes 
are  in  for  a hell  of  ride  in  the  next  few  decades.  Please  give  A1  Gore 
a call. 


- "RE:  Oneida  Nation,  Council  Agree"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Oct  1996  16:32:01  +0000 
From:  umstead@oneida-nation.org  (Dan  Umstead) 

Sub j : Oneida  Nation,  Council  on  Problem  Gambling  Agree  on  Plan 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Turning  Stone,  Council  on  Problem  Gambling  Agree  on  Plan 

VERONA,  NY  --  Turning  Stone  Casino  and  the  New  York  Council  on  Problem 
Gambling  announced  today  agreement  to  enter  into  a contract  to  educate  the 
staff  and  guests  of  Turning  Stone  Casino  regarding  problem  and  compulsive 
gambling  issues.  The  Council  will  serve  as  "education  consultant"  to  the 
casino. 

As  the  education  consultant,  the  Council  on  Problem  Gambling  will  serve 
in  an  advisory  role  to  Turning  Stone's  management  team.  The  Council  will 
be  involved  in  planning  and  developing  educational  programs  for  casino 
staff  and  clientele  on  problem  and  compulsive  gambling. 

This  is  such  a positive  thing,  said  Tom  O'Donnell,  chief  operating 
officer.  We  recognize  our  community  responsibility  and  we  decided  to 
become  actively  involved.  In  some  jurisdictions  casinos  are  mandated  to 
participate  in  such  programs,  whereas  this  is  voluntary.  We  searched  for 
more  than  two  years  to  find  the  right  organization  to  work  with  and  we're 
pleased  to  have  reached  this  agreement  with  the  Council. 

As  part  of  the  one  year  agreement,  the  New  York  Council  on  Problem 
Gambling,  in  cooperation  with  the  Turning  Stone  Casino  management,  will 
consult  on,  and  coordinate  with,  the  casino  on  educational  forums, 
informational  packets,  presenters  on  problem  gambling  topics,  and  language 
for  public  display  and  distribution  of  information  on  problem  gambling. 

Education  sessions  conducted  by  the  council  for  casino  staff  will 
provide  a comprehensive  review  and  definition  of  problem  gambling  and 
general  information  on  self-help  and  professional  treatment  alternatives 
available  through  the  organization. 

"The  vast  majority  of  Turning  Stone  guests  enjoy  casino  play  without 
experiencing  any  difficulty,"  said  Frank  Riolo,  executive  vice  president 
of  gaming  operations.  "Although  the  percentage  of  problem  gamblers  is 
extremely  low  relative  to  the  entire  customer  base.  Turning  Stone 
management  nonetheless  is  sensitive  to,  and  concerned  with,  providing 
appropriate  education  about  this  issue. 

Laura  M.  Letson,  Executive  Director  of  the  Council,  said  she  is  pleased 
with  the  casino's  efforts  to  educate  the  public.  She  said  that  while  it  is 
true  that  the  majority  of  gamblers  do  not  experience  difficulties,  problem 
gambling  adversely  affects  the  lives  of  many  New  Yorkers  and  their 
families.  The  Council  applauds  Turning  Stone  for  its  initiative  in 
implementing  an  awareness  program  for  casino  employees  and  customers,  said 
Letson.  Turning  Stone's  program  will  serve  as  an  important  vehicle  to 
persons  in  need  of  help,  and  we  are  proud  to  be  part  of  the  process. 

For  further  comment  from  the  Council,  contact  Laura  M.  Letson  at  518- 
427-1622. 

For  more  information  contact  Ken  Zeszutko,  Oneida  Nation  media 


coordinator,  c/o  Turning  Stone  Casino,  (315)  361-7896  or  visit  the 
Nation's  Web  Site  at  http://one-web.org/oneida/ 


Daniel  Umstead 
Internet  Coordinator 
Oneida  Indian  Nation 
http://one-web.org/oneida/ 
315-361-6300 


The  Oneida  Indian  Nation 
"A  Sovereign  Nation 
in 

Cyber-space ! " 

http://one-web.org/oneida/ 


RE:  Reservations  Action  Alert 


Date:  Thu,  17  Oct  1996  04:14:24  -0700 
From:  pamb@efn.org  (Pam) 

Sub j : Reservations  Action  Alert  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

If  allowed  to  go  through,  this  project  could  directly  impact  the  Salmon 
recovery  plans  and  available  water  on  the  reservations  in  eastern  Oregon 
and  Idaho. 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  16  Oct  1996  09:48:17 
From:  Doug  Fleiken  <dh@onrc . org> 


Date:  10/15/96  2:54  PM 
From:  WaterWatch 


OPPOSE  THE  OREGON  DEPT.  OF  AGRICULTURE'S  SNAKE  RIVER  BASIN  WATER  GRAB! 

The  state  is  proposing  to  "reserve",  or  set  aside  for  future  use,  173,000 
acre-ft  of  water  in  eastern  Oregon's  Grande  Ronde,  Powder,  Malheur  and 
Owyhee  basins.  Most  of  this  water  will  go  for  irrigation  and  other 
agricultural  use.  Agriculture  already  is  responsible  for  taking  so  much 
water  out  of  eastern  Oregon  streams  that  little  remains  for  fish  and  other 
"instream"  needs.  Unless  you  speak  up,  these  water  "reservations"  will  lock 
up  nearly  all  the  available  water  remaining  in  these  basins  for  future  dam 
projects,  with  no  meaningful  protections  for  instream  flows. 

Once  again,  WaterWatch  needs  your  help  speaking  up  - either  in  person  or 
in  writing  - for  instream  flows  during  the  on-going  "water  reservations" 
process.  Public  hearings  will  be  held  next  week  (see  details  below  ) and  the 
state  is  accepting  written  comments  anytime  before  5 p.m.,  Nov.  8,  1996.  The 
state  does  listen  to  you!  After  some  earlier  hearings  on  reservations  in  the 
John  Day  and  Umatilla  basins  where  opponents  of  reservations  outnumbered 
proponents,  the  state  decided  to  postpone  action  on  the  Dohn  Day  and 
Umatilla  basin  requests. 

These  latest  hearings  cover  only  a portion  of  the  requests  filed  by  the 
Oregon  Dept,  of  Agriculture  (ODA)  and  the  Oregon  Dept,  of  Land  Conservation 
and  Development  to  reserve  more  than  4.3  million  acre-feet  of  unallocated 
water  from  rivers  and  streams,  existing  storage  reservoirs,  and  "future" 
storage  reservoirs  in  the  Columbia  Basin.  The  water  would  be  set  aside  for 
"future  economic  development,"  with  about  75  percent  of  this  water 
designated  for  agricultural  use. 

ODA  is  seeking  huge  amounts  of  water  throughout  Oregon  for  "multi-purpose 
storage"  projects,  but  currently,  there  is  no  provision  that  any  of  this 
water  go  for  instream  flows.  OWRD  is  proposing  to  offer  ODA  the  following 
amounts  of  water  in  basins  tributary  to  the  Snake  River: 

GRANDE  RONDE  BASIN  - 35,900  acre-ft.  for  future  storage  in  new  reservoirs 
POWDER  BASIN  - 29,600  acre-ft.  for  future  storage  in  new  reservoirs 

MALHEUR  BASIN  - 48,200  acre-ft.  for  future  storage  in  new  reservoirs 

OWYHEE  BASIN  - 60,000  acre-ft.  for  future  storage  in  new  reservoirs. 

Unless  the  public  demands  that  this  process  sets  aside  water  for  fish, 
water  quality  and  other  instream  needs,  there  won't  be  water  in  the  future 
to  designate  for  these  uses.  We  urge  you  to  attend  a public  hearing  or  write 
OWRD  and  raise  these  issues: 

1)  Any  reservation  adopted  must  require  that  a portion  of  the  reserved 
water  go  to  protect  and  restore  instream  flows. 


2)  ODA  also  has  requested  more  than  2 million  acre-ft.  of  live  streamflow 
from  the  Snake  and  Columbia  basins,  in  direct  conflict  with  regional  efforts 
to  restore  Columbia  Basin  flows  for  endangered  salmon.  While  this  request  is 
not  being  considered  by  OWRD  at  this  time,  it  sheds  light  on  ODA's  apparent 
disregard  for  salmon  recovery  efforts. 

3)  The  requesting  agencies  have  not  demonstrated  a need  for  the  water.  The 
requests  are  based  on  unidentified  future  needs  that  may  or  may  not  come  to 
pass . 

4)  Given  the  huge  amounts  of  water  requested  and  the  fact  that  Oregon's 
water  is  a public  resource,  the  reservation  requests  should  undergo  a 
comprehensive  and  rigorous  public  interest  review,  focusing  on  the  overall 
impacts  of  the  development  proposed  by  these  reservations  and  their 
cumulative  effects.  The  review  should  include  hard  data  on  how  much  water  is 
available  in  these  basins,  existing  water  uses,  and  economic  and 
environmental  needs. 

5)  To  quality  as  a "multi-purpose  storage"  project,  the  project  must 
provide  for  storage  and  release  of  water  to  meet  instream  flow  needs. 

In  addition  to  these  points,  WaterWatch  asks  that  everyone  who  writes  a 
letter  or  attends  a public  hearing  provide  personal  knowledge  of  the 
important  fishery  and  other  environmental  values  that  would  be  impacted  by 
ODA.  We  also  would  appreciate  receiving  a copy  of  your  comments. 

The  hearings  schedule  is  as  follows: 


Oct. 

21, 

7 

p.m.. 

LA  GRANDE,  Extension  Office, 

10507  N.  McAlister 

Oct. 

22, 

7 

p.m.. 

BAKER  CITY,  Extension  Office, 

2610  Grove  St. 

Oct. 

23, 

7 

p.m.. 

ONTARIO,  City  Hall,  444  S.W. 

4th  St. 

Oct.  24,  7 p.m.j  IORDAN  VALLEY,  Lions  Club  Community  Center 

All  written  comments  must  be  received  by  OWRD  by  5 p.m.,  Nov.  8,  1996. 
Written  comments  can  be  mailed  to:  Planning  Program,  Oregon  Water  Resources 
Dept.,  158  12th  St.,  N.E.,  Salem,  OR  97310-8130,  or  faxed  to:  (503)378-8130 

RIVERS  NEED  WATER  for  future  generations  of  fish  and  people,  and  for  good 
water  quality.  Please  convey  this  message  to  the  OWRD.  If  you  have 
questions,  please  contact  Karen  Russell  or  Reed  Benson  at:  (503)295-4039, 
fax:  (503)295-2791  or  e-mail:  watrwtch@teleport . com . 

WaterWatch  of  Oregon 
RIVERS  NEED  WATER 
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This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  NAT-WORK  & NATIVE-L  listservers 
Newsgroups : ape . indig. info , soc . culture. native , alt . native, hr . indigenous; 

UUCP  & genie  email; 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  , don.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"I  believe  much  trouble  and  blood  would  be  saved  if  we  opened  our 
hearts  more.  I will  tell  you  in  my  way  how  the  Indian  sees  things.  The 
white  man  has  more  words  to  tell  you  how  they  look  to  him,  but  it  does 
not  require  many  words  to  speak  the  truth." 

Chief  Joseph,  Nez  Perce 


+_  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe,  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  j 
| of  the  Republic  \ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Before  my  own  words  this  must  be  shared.  A child  is  missing.  Help  find 
this  lost  innocent. 

Date:  Tue,  29  Oct  1996  08:07:31  -0800 
From:  Linda  Crist  <linda@bare-wisdom.org> 

Sub j : Missing  child,  URGENT PLEASE  READ 

PLEASE! ! ! ! ! 

Go  to  http://jimmyasap.org/guevarra.htm  to  see  details  of  a critical 
situation  involving  a missing  child  from  Big  Water,  Utah. 

Download  the  flyer  and  distribute  it  AND  this  message  to  every  resource 
you  have.  Link  the  URL  to  your  web  page  or  post  to  every  newsgroup  you 
follow.  Let's  use  this  technology  to  bring  a child  home! 

A reward  has  been  offered  but  let's  help  find  this  child  because  we  care, 
not  because  of  European  greed. 


There  has  been  speculation  that  the  center  for  Western  Hemisphere  Indian 
Culture  was  Southern  Mexico  into  Central  America  and  that  smaller 
populations  moved  north  and  south  from  there?  Of  course,  this  flies  in 
the  face  of  those  who  keep  harping  on  the  Siberian  land  bridge  theory. 
There  is  now  some  evidence  that,  if  the  land  bridge  theory  is  valid,  that 
the  travel  was  _from_  Turtle  Island. 

Many  of  our  own  ancestors  tell  us  we  have  been  here  for  as  long  as  "here 
has  existed.  Often,  this  is  scoffed  at  because  there  is  no  written  proof. 
Oral  tradition  is  usually  derisively  referred  to  as  "myth"  by  those  who 
reject  these  truths. 

If  the  U.  N.  Bill  of  Rights  were  truly  honored  there  might  be  a Cree 
Province  in  Canada  or  a Mayan  Republic  in  Central  America  based  on  the 
population  residing  in  these  areas.  It  is  not  likely  this  will  ever  happe 
any  more  than  it  is  likely  Cherokee  will  take  their  case  back  to  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court  and  reclaim  that  part  of  Georgia  granted  them  before  the 
Relocation . 


If  any  readers  of  this  newsletter  have  views  on  this  they  would  like 
to  share  please  forward  your  articles  to  me.  It  is  time  we  went  about 
the  business  of  un-reinventing  history. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 

===w=w=== 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@juno.com 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@genie.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Cherokee  Elders  Council 

- Maori  & Autonomous  A.I.M. 

- Fate  of  Indigenous  People 

- Peltier  Resists  Frame-up 

- Chief  Coon  Come  at  Harvard 

- Defying  the  Census 

- New  Age  vs.  Resolution  102 

- Big  Mountain  Factsheet 

- Family  Seeks  to  Halt  Exploitation 

- Taino  Unity  & Peace 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Advocate  for  Peltier 

- Leech  Lake  Recall  Vote 

- ICWA  Fight  to  Begin  Anew 

- Cowlitz  Rebirth 

- ELZN  is  not  Weak 

- Environmental  Impact  Statement 

- A Hero ' s Voice 


- Violence  Against  Activists 

- Oneida  Nation's  Gifts 

- Nez  Perce  Housing  lob 

- EPA  Dobs 

- Poem:  Togetherness 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Cherokee  Elders  Council"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Oct  1996  11:31:53  -0500 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : Cherokee  Elders  Council  Press  Release 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

October  15,  1996 
Pryor,  OK. 

PRESS  RELEASE 

From:  Paul  B.  Thomas,  Chief  Elder,  Cherokee  Elders  Council 
To:  All  Concerned  Media  and  Press 

Re:  Activities  of  the  Cherokee  Elders  Council,  "The  Cherokee  Wisdom 
Givers" 

The  newly  formed  Cherokee  Elders  Council,  which  did  not  have  a 
voice  among  the  Cherokee  people  for  more  than  150  years,  will  be 
conducting  it's  fifth  monthly  meeting  (the  1st  Tuesday  of  each  month)  on 
Tuesday,  November  5,  1996,  6:00  PM  at  the  Mayes  County  Courthouse  in 
Pryor,  Oklahoma. 

Dames  Ballard  will  be  our  special  speaker  on  the  subject  of 
vocational  rehabilitation  services  offered  to  Cherokees  by  tribal 
government . 

The  Cherokee  Elders  Council  will  be  honoring  Dudge  Dwight  Birdwell, 
Chief  Dustice  of  the  Cherokee  Supreme  Court,  for  Dudge  Birdwell 's 
service  in  VietNam,  the  court  decision  in  the  1995  Cherokee  election 
controversy,  and  his  environmental  efforts  in  preserving  our  land.  The 
Whitepath  Foundation  will  also  honor  Dudge  Dwight  Birdwell. 

The  Cherokee  Elders  Council  is  a nonpartisan  group  of  Cherokee 
Elder  activists,  not  affiliated  with  any  other  Cherokee  band  or  nation, 
with  no  legal  authority,  offering  opinions  to  elected  and  nonelected 
officials  and  valuable  resources  information  to  anyone  of  Cherokee  descent 
who  seeks  its  advice. 

The  Cherokee  Elders  Council  conducts  a forum  at  each  meeting  to 
listen  to  the  general  public  and  will  seek  consensus  of  opinion  on  all 
matters  brought  before  it.  As  it  is  stated  in  Cherokee  Elder  Council 
By-Laws,  the  Council  will  become  involved  in  all  phases  of  any  community 
activity  where  Cherokee  people  are  living;  shall  be  of  assistance  to  all 
Cherokees,  wherever  those  Cherokee  people  are  located  geographically; 
shall  be  a facilitating  forum  for  all  Cherokees  where  opinions  and 
grievances  may  be  stated  and  recorded- -and  preserved  in  the  Council 
archives . 

Note:  all  local  and  national  press  and  the  general  public  are 
invited  to  attend  the  November  5th  meeting. 

End  of  Release-- 

Press  release  by:  Paul  B.  Thomas,  Chief  Elder,  583  S.  Mill  St.,  Suite 

711,  Pryor,  OK.  74361 

Contact  numbers:  FAX  (918)  825-4884 

Paul  B.  Thomas,  Chief  Elder,  (918)  825-1161  (Pryor) 

Dasper  Swake,  Deputy  Chief  Elder  (918)  825-3492  (Pryor) 

Ben  Shoemake,  Vice-Deputy  Chief  Elder  (918)  743-3049  (Tulsa) 

Fannie  Livingston,  Elder,  Secretary  (918)  683-8632  (Muskogee) 

This  Press  Release  posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee 
newspaper,  THE  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER. 


RE:  Maori  & Autonomous  A.I.M. 


Date:  Mon,  28  Oct  1996  10:39:58  GMT 

From:  netwarniors@hookele.com  (Indigenous  Peoples  Global  Caucus  - Geneva) 
Sub j : Maori  & Autonomous  A.I.M.  Delegations  Depart  Working  Group 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

Internet  Release 
28  October  1996 

MAORI  DELEGATION  AND  AUTONOMOUS  AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT 
DEPART  WORKING  GROUP 


NETWARRIORS  netwarriors@hookele.com 

INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  GLOBAL  CAUCUS  http://hookele.com/netwarriors 

Intersessional  Working  Group 
on  the 

UNITED  NATIONS  DRAFT  DECLARATION  ON  THE  RIGHTS  OF  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES 

Geneva,  Switzerland 
28  October  1996 


Please  redistribute  this  report  as  widely  and  quickly  as  possible. 
Please  make  Action  Alert  links  to  the  Netwarriors  web  site. 

Please  urge  the  media  to  cover  this  issue. 

Please  continue  to  contact  your  government  representatives. 

Please  continue  to  send  statements  of  support  to: 

Fax:  (+41  22)  917  0303 

ATTN:  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  GLOBAL  CAUCUS 

E-mail:  netwarriors@hookele . com 

Support  Statements:  http://hookele.com/netwarriors/support.html 
Thank  you! 

(note:  the  hookele.com  server  was  unavailable  intermittently  on 
Sunday,  if  you  tried  to  get  through  and  couldn't,  but  it  seems  to  be 
stable  again  now) 


MAORI  DELEGATION  AND  AUTONOMOUS  AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT  DEPART 
WORKING  GROUP 

The  Maori  Delegation  and  the  Autonomous  American  Indian  Movement  have 
departed  from  the  Working  Group  refusing  to  participate  in  a process 
which  does  not  include  indigenous  peoples  and  nations  involvement  on 
a equal  level  with  states  (countries). 

Some  delegations  have  chosen  to  be  present  only  to  observe  in  order 
to  report  on  the  actions  of  the  working  group,  and  others  are 
continuing  in  the  deliberations  in  hope  of  making  some  progress. 

All  are  unanimous  that  the  Draft  Declaration  should  not  be  weakened 
by  states,  and  that  indigenous  representatives  must  have  equal 
participation  for  the  process  to  be  legitimate. 

The  documents  below  and  others  have  been  added  to  the  Netwarriors  Web 
Site  over  the  weekend. 

More  documents  will  be  posted  soon  on  today's  events  as  we  head  into 
the  second  week  of  the  Working  Group. 


Excerpts  from  the  DEPARTURE  STATEMENT  of  the  AUTONOMOUS  AMERICAN 
INDIAN  MOVEMENT,  24  Oct  1996 

Full  Text:  http://hookele.com/netwarriors/aim.html 
"Participation  is  meaningless  without  the  consensus  of  the 
Working  Group  also  including  the  decision-making  contribution  of 
Indigenous  Peoples  and  nations  on  an  equal  level  with  states." 
"...indigenous  delegates  made  it  clear  that  no  changes  that 
would  serve  to  weaken  the  document  would  be  acceptable.  Despite 
this  clear  indigenous  position,  states  have  taken  great  liberty 
in  suggesting  changes  and  alterations  to  the  Draft,  designed  to 
destroy  most  of  the  positive  content  of  an  admittedly  imperfect 
document . " 

"It  is  also  clear  that  powerful  states,  such  as  the  United 


States,  will  not  allow  a genuine  expression  of  self-determination, 
collective  rights,  or  territorial  rights  to  be  embodied  in  the 
Draft." 

"We  will  not  allow  our  presence  or  our  participation  in  this 
forum  which  is  organized  in  a manner  that  is  contrary  and 
hostile  to  our  understanding  of  respect  and  participation,  to  be 
construed  as  lending  either  tacit  or  active  consent  to  this 
process . " 

Excerpt  from  the  STATEMENT  by  the  MASSAI  OF  KENYA,  25  Oct  1996 
Full  Text:  http://hookele.com/netwarriors/maa.html 
"Today,  the  indigenous  peoples  have  been  made  to  understand  that 
their  many  years  of  working  in  drafting  and  redrafting  the  draft 
Declaration  has  been  an  exercise  in  futility.  We  are  also 
worried  that  the  new  open-ended  inter-sessional  working  group 
may  or  may  not  consider  the  draft  Declaration  according  to  the 
wishes  of  indigenous  peoples.  This  is  totally  unacceptable  to  us 
as  indigenous  peoples  which  the  draft  Declaration  is  supposed 
to  benefit.  As  it  now  stands,  unless  there  are  some  drastic 
changes,  the  draft  Declaration  has  been  effectively  taken  out  of 
our  hands  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  very  governments  that  are 
oppressing  us  and  which  have  the  most  to  gain  if  our  rights  are 
minimised . " 

Excerpts  from  STATEMENT  by  ABORIGINAL  and  TORRES  STRAIT  ISLANDERS,  25  Oct  1996 
Full  Text:  http://hookele.com/netwarriors/aboriginal.html 
"Whilst  we  are  profoundly  troubled  by  the  interruption  of 
dialogue  between  representatives  of  Indigenous  nations  and 
peoples  and  Member  States  here  this  week,  we  have  not  yet  lost 
faith  in  the  capacity  of  this  Working  Group,  in  time,  to  arrive 
at  an  understanding  of  our  aspirations  and  entitlements. 

We  believe  that  in  the  process  of  adopting  a UN  Declaration  on 
the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  time  is  on  the  side  of 
Indigenous  peoples.  We  continue  to  believe  that  through 
perseverance  with  this  process,  it  will  be  possible  to  achieve 
consensus  on  the  provisions  of  the  Declaration,  as  it  presently 
stands . " 

Excerpts  from  STATEMENT  by  HUNKPAPA  TREATY  COUNCIL,  25  Oct  1996 
Full  Text:  http://hookele.com/netwarriors/hunkpapa.html 
"We  do  not  want  our  children  to  suffer  and  to  struggle  for 
survival  under  the  conditions  that  we  have  had  to  face.  We  want 
them  to  live  freely  upon  our  homelands,  to  benefit  from  our  own 
resources  and  to  continue  to  practice  our  traditional  values, 
customs  and  beliefs.  We  cannot  wait  another  forty  years  for  the 
Declaration  to  be  adopted  and  recognized  by  the  United  States. 

In  conclusion,  we  will  not  wait  for  false  hopes  and  promises  to 
be  given  to  our  children.  We  will  respect  and  enforce  our  own 
inherent  rights  and  continue  to  exercise  the  right  of 
self-determination  as  the  Lakotah  people." 


The  following  documents  have  also  been  added: 

UNPO  MONITOR  - Draft  SUMMARY  of  the  PRINCIPAL  POINTS  Raised  22  October  1996 
http: //hookele. com/netwarriors/unpol. html 
ADVISORY  MEMO  on  INDIGENOUS  NGO  PARTICIPATION  and  the  METHODS  OF  WORK 
of  the  Intersessional  Working  Group 

http: //hookele. com/ netwarriors /memo . html 
Documents  have  also  been  added  in  Spanish,  including  the  text  of  the  Draft. 

"RE : Fate  of  Indigenous  People"  

Date:  24  Oct  1996  09:12:23  GMT 
From : bennett@ami . com . au@ami . com . au 
Sub j : THE  FATE  OF  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE 


Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 


THE  FATE  OF  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE 

by  Robert  Bropho,  Nyungah  Elder,  Australia 

TO  CRYSTAL  ECHOHAWK  NETWARRIOR 

AND  NETWARRIORS  Indigenous  Peoples  Global  Caucus  Geneva  1996 

Latin  America  MARCELO  ORELLANA  Coordinacion  Pueblos  Indigenous  Centro  y 

Sud  America 

Pacific  MOANA  SINCLAIR  Te  Kawau  Maro, 

North  America  STEVE  NEWCOMB  Indigenous  Law  Institute 
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(To  Steve  and  all  the  Indigenous  People  working  with  you  - OUR  STRENGTH 
BE  WITH  YOU) 

As  one  of  the  12  Indigenous  Spiritual  Elders  of  the  World  this  is  calling 
on  the  other  11  Spiritual  Elders  of  the  World  to  work  from  within  the 
areas  that  they  are  situated  and  to  expand  out  and  call  on  all  other 
indigenous  Peoples  and  Communities  and  Organisations  that  this  is 
A CALL  FOR  UNITING  TOGETHER  to  support  and  fight  on  one  front  IN  GENEVA 
to  counter-attack  the  Racism  and  the  Bad  Attitude  that  is  killing  our 
People  out  and  destroying  our  Land. 

The  forefront  of  this  fight  has  to  be  taken  to  Geneva  to  whatever 
organisations  claim  they  respect  the  Basic  Human  Rights  of  Indigenous 
People  of  the  World. 

The  killing  of  Indigenous  People  and  the  destroying  of  the  Forest  and 
carving  up  of  the  Land,  digging  from  deep  within  our  Mother  the  Land  and 
destroying  Her  and  torturing  her  First  Children,  that  is  we,  the 
Indigenous  People  of  the  World  IS  GENOCIDE. 

The  Centre  Pole  has  been  erected  in  Manu  Ariki  Marae  in  Aotearoa  (New 
Zealand)  for  all  Indigenous  People  from  all  the  Global  Parts  of  the  World 
to  assemble  there  every  two  years.  That's  where  we've  got  to  fight  from, 
within  outwards  to  all  parts  of  the  World  where  the  slaughter  and  genocide 
and  the  clearing  of  the  Forest  and  ripping  up  their  Homegrounds  and 
destroying  their  Waterways  and  depriving  them  of  their  Basic  Human  Rights 
which  is  their  Sacred  Culture,  Sense  of  Belonging,  their  Destiny. 

As  a Spiritual  Elder  representing  the  next  7 generations  of  Youth  of 
Australia  linked  up  with  the  other  11  Spiritual  Elders  of  the  World 
and  as  a Nyungah  Elder  of  the  Indigenous  Nyungah  People  of  the  Swan 
Valley,  the  Last  of  the  River  People,  this  Call  for  Unity  is  a matter 
of  Life  and  Death  and  we  the  Indigenous  People  have  got  to  make  a stand 
now  and  support  our  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  Geneva  and  support  all  other 
Indigenous  People  in  all  parts  of  the  World. 

We  ask  the  United  Nations  in  Geneva,  we  ask  the  Human  Rights  Commission, 
we  ask  Amnesty  International,  we  ask  Survival  International,  we  ask  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  we  ask  the  International  Labour  Organisation, 
we  ask  the  World  Court,  we  ask  the  International  Court  of  lustice,  we  ask 
all  People  concerned  with  Basic  Human  Rights  to  stop  this  killing  of  our 
People  immediately  and  stop  the  continuing  on  of  destroying  the 
Forests  and  the  Waterways  and  our  Lands  no  matter  where  we  are. 

This  is  Genocide. 

Sovereignty  belongs  to  each  Indigenous  Nation  of  the  World.  Sovereignty 
has  to  come  first.  That's  our  Basic  Human  Right,  it  is  the  White  Race 
of  People  of  the  World  that's  destroying  the  Globe. 

The  sickness  that  is  killing  out  the  population  of  the  World  including 
the  Indigenous  People  of  the  World  is  Greed  and  Lust  for  Power.  If  this 
is  not  stopped  Total  Destruction  will  take  place  and  destroy  everyone. 

The  Australian  Government  has  deprived  the  First  People,  the  Aboriginal 
People  of  their  Land,  their  Respect  from  within  themselves  and  their 
Basic  Human  Rights  denying  them  to  be  Planners  of  their  own  Destiny. 

Again  it  comes  down  to  one  thing  - Lust  for  Power  and  Greed.  Australia 


is  a rich  country  but  the  First  People  are  still  living  in  poverty. 

We  are  a Nation  of  People  and  our  Basic  Human  Rights  is  Sovereignty  of 
our  own  Home  which  is  our  Land  our  Mother  and  we  are  deprived  of  that. 

They  invaded  us  with  the  gun  in  one  hand,  the  flag  in  the  other  and  the 
Bible  in  their  back  pocket.  We  are  not  asking  the  white  man  to  go  home 
but  to  SHOW  RESPECT  and  recognise  us  and  our  Sovereignty  as  the  First 
People  and  stop  destroying  us  as  a Race  of  People. 

We  are  Political  Prisoners  in  our  own  Home.  We  are  not  allowed  to  love 
our  Mother  the  Land.  We  are  not  allowed  to  hear  the  Stories  she  tells 
us  which  is  our  Sacred  Culture  in  the  Land. 

What  the  Ear  holes  of  the  World  have  got  to  listen  to  and  understand  is 
that  all  Governments  who  come  into  power  and  out  of  power  and  the 
Government  which  is  in  power  now  in  this  Continent  called  Australia 
claim  they  are  treating  the  First  Race  of  People  well,  in  giving  back 
land,  which  is  a lie.  NO  LAND  HAS  BEEN  GIVEN  BACK  WITH  SOVEREIGNTY. 

The  Mabo  legislation  does  not  and  will  not  give  land  back.  The  white 
Government  can  still  allow  our  land  to  be  dug  up  and  destroyed  at  will 
and  they  can  take  it  off  us  at  will  and  give  it  to  whoever  they  choose 
at  will.  The  Government  wants  to  "give  land  back"  in  the  way  they  see  fit 
with  all  the  Government  strings  attached  to  it.  The  rules  and 
regulations  are  coming  from  the  Government  telling  the  Indigenous  People 
what  they  must  accept,  no  consultation  on  our  ideas  how  to  give  us  our 
land  back,  and  they  are  using  Government  appointed  highly  white-educated 
blacks  to  say  yes. 

What  the  World  has  got  to  understand  is  that  the  Government  of  the  Day  is 
lying  and  all  Governments  have  lied  in  the  past.  They  can  make  decisions 
in  the  Highest  Court  of  Australia  and  then  they  can  change  the  laws  and 
it  is  nothing  else  but  lies.  There  can  be  no  future  without  a beginning 
of  factual  historical  evidence  of  what  happened  and  is  happening  to  us 
the  Indigenous  People  of  Australia. 

They  want  total  control  of  the  Aboriginal  Race  of  People,  which  they  have 
got  now.  They  have  even  gone  as  far  as  enticing  and  coaxing  highly 
white-educated  Aboriginal  people  to  be  traitors  to  their  own  Race  and  do 
their  dirty  work  for  them.  They  are  setting  up  black  power  along  with 
white  power  to  stamp  out  us  the  Aboriginal  People  as  a Nation  and  stop 
us  getting  Sovereignty  back  to  our  Land,  then  they  turn  around  and  Say 
they  want  young  Indigenous  people's  ideas. 

What's  got  to  be  clearly  understood  in  Geneva  and  at  all  Human  Rights 
meetings  wherever  they  may  be  that  deal  with  the  Indigenous  People  of  the 
World  is  that  highly  white-educated  Aboriginal  men  and  women  working  for 
the  Government  of  Australia  and  the  Government-run  ATSIC  don't  represent 
Indigenous  People  of  Australia,  they  are  not  qualified  to  speak  on  our 
suffering,  they  represent  the  Government  only  which  is  their  highly-paid 
job  and  not  the  Indigenous  People. 

They  are  told  what  to  say.  All  Government  Departments  in  all  parts  of  the 
World  dealing  with  Indigenous  People's  sufferings  has  got  to  stop.  We  the 
Indigenous  People,  the  ones  who  are  the  Sufferers  are  the  experts  and  we 
know  what  we  are  talking  about  where  our  Basic  Human  Rights  are  concerned, 
it  is  our  Right  to  be  Planners  of  our  own  Destiny.  We  have  a Right  to 
respect  who  we  are  and  who  we  want  to  be.  That  is  our  Sense  of  Belonging. 

Us  the  Indigenous  People  of  Australia  are  a Nation  of  the  Global  World  and 
we  have  a right  to  exist  as  such. 

The  Governments  have  got  to  stop  and  LISTEN  to  the  Indigenous  People  of 
the  World  before  making  any  decisions  and  they  have  to  ask  what  the 
Indigenous  People  want.  We  ask  them  to  stop  trying  to  be  experts  in  our 
suffering.  We  are  the  experts.  UNTIL  THEY  DO  THIS  ALL  THINGS  HAVE  GOT  TO  COME 
TO  A HALT. 

"YOU  THE  PEOPLE  MAKING  DECISIONS  YOU'VE  GOT  TO  STOP  EVERYTHING  AND  TAKE 
GUIDELINES  FROM  THE  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE." 

We  are  thinking  about  the  Indigenous  People  in  the  Forests  of  Malaysia 
where  the  Government  is  chopping  trees  down  and  destroying  their  homes 
and  their  lives. 


This  is  Genocide. 


As  one  of  the  12  Indigenous  Spiritual  Elders  of  the  World,  I call  again 
on  the  other  11  Indigenous  Spiritual  Elders  to  call  on  all  other 
Indigenous  Elders  of  the  World  to  bring  together  this  FRONT  OF 
TOGETHERNESS  and  go  to  the  Centrepoints  and  Core  of  where  this  Racism 
and  Destruction  is  growing. 

GENEVA  IS  A STARTING  POINT. 

ALL  THINGS  HAVE  GOT  TO  COME  TO  A HALT.  ALL  MEETINGS  CONCERNING  THE  BASIC 
HUMAN  RIGHTS  OF  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE  WITH  GOVERNMENT  PEOPLE  IN  HIGH 
GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  WHO  WANT  TO  DISCUSS  THE  FATE  OF  US  THE  INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE  HAS  GOT  TO  BE  STOPPED. 

THIS  INCLUDE  THE  SYDNEY  OLYMPIC  GAMES  WHICH  HAS  GOT  TO  BE  STOPPED. 

The  Olympic  Games  is  meant  to  represent  the  Rights  of  all  Peoples. 

ABANDON  TALKING  TO  ALL  GOVERNMENTS  WHO  ARE  MAKING  DECISIONS  ON  OUR  BASIC 
HUMAN  RIGHTS  - AND  CONCENTRATE  ON  STOPPING  ALL  OLYMPIC  GAMES  WHICH  IS  A 
FARCE  IF  WE  AS  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE  ARE  NOT  RECOGNISED. 

At  the  moment  it  is  bringing  back  the  echoing  of  Hitler  against  us. 

ALL  THE  GOVERNMENTS  OF  THE  WORLD  ARE  TARGETING  THE  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE. 

THEY  ARE  ALL  COMBINING  TOGETHER  FOR  A MASS  GENOCIDE  AND  KILLING  THE 
INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE  OUT  IN  GOVERNMENT  "LAWFUL"  INHUMAN  WAYS. 

THERE  HAS  GOT  TO  BE  A MASS  BAN  WORLDWIDE  OF  ALL  OLYMPIC  GAMES.  ALL  THE 
INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE  MUST  COMBINE  TOGETHER  AND  MAKE  ONE  HUGE  NUMBER  AND  START 
SUPPORTING  AND  UNIFYING  AND  START  BUILDING  UP  THIS  PRESSURE  FORCE  OF 
PEOPLE. 

AND  STOP  THIS  GENOCIDE. 

From: 

Nyungah  Circle  of  Elders 
Rottnest  Island  Deaths  Group 
Swan  Coastal  Plains  Land  Council 
Swan  Valley  Nyungah  Community 

23-OCT-96  WED  19:17  SWAN  VALLEY  NYUNGAH  COMMUNITY  (+61  09)  377  3559 
Perth,  Western  Australia 
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BY  NORTON  SANDLER 

LAWRENCE,  Kansas  -Entering  a driveway  leading  to  a few  businesses  here 
on  the  morning  of  October  27,  we  knew  we  were  at  the  right  place  when  we 
saw  "In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse"  lettered  on  the  front  of  a small  office. 
For  the  next  hour,  in  between  fielding  phone  calls,  Lisa  Faruolo  talked  to 
us  about  Peltier's  case.  She  is  a leader  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee  and  editor  of  the  committee's  bi-monthly  newsletter. 

Now  51,  Native-American  activist  Peltier  was  convicted  in  1977  and 
given  two  consecutive  life  sentences.  He  was  framed  up  by  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation  on  charges  stemming  from  the  death  in  1975  of  two 
FBI  agents  in  a shoot-out  near  Oglala,  a small  community  on  the  Pine  Ridge, 
South  Dakota,  Indian  reservation. 

The  siege  at  Oglala  had  been  precipitated  by  a reign  of  terror  directed 
at  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  by  the  FBI,  South  Dakota  authorities. 


and  goons  organized  by  the  Pine  Ridge  Tribal  Council  headed  by  Dick  Wilson 
This  operation  was  part  of  the  FBI's  COINTELPRO  (Counter-  Intelligence 
Program),  which  grew  out  of  its  attempts  to  disrupt  the  labor  movement 
prior  to  World  War  II. 

The  particular  program  named  COINTELPRO  was  initiated  in  1956  and 
marked  for  disruption  groups  that  protested  Washington's  policies  at  home 
and  abroad.  Objects  of  disruption  programs  during  the  next  two  decades 
included  civil  rights  fighters,  anti-Vietnam  War  protesters,  socialists, 
and  women's  rights  organizations,  in  addition  to  AIM.  1 

The  Pine  Ridge  reservation  was  at  the  center  of  the  struggle  between 
Indian  activists  and  the  U.S.  government.  For  71  days  in  1973,  the  town  of 
Wounded  Knee  became  the  battleground  in  the  struggle  between  Native- 
American  rights  fighters  and  the  U.S.  government.  A meeting  of  activists 
in  the  town,  including  several  AIM  members,  called  to  address  accumulated 
grievances,  was  surrounded  by  hundreds  of  cops,  federal  marshals,  and 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  thugs. 

The  government  tried  to  defend  its  actions  claiming  that  the  activists 
were  holding  hostages  in  the  encampment.  At  times  during  the  siege,  heavy 
gunfire  was  exchanged  between  government  sharpshooters  and  the  Wounded 
Knee  fighters  who  were  defending  themselves. 

The  siege  ended  in  May  1973  with  several  AIM  leaders  - including  Dennis 
Banks,  Russell  Means,  and  Clyde  Bellecourt  - facing  charges.  Banks  and 
Means  were  acquitted  of  the  charges  in  1974.  The  charges  against 
Bellecourt  were  dropped. 

FBI  war  on  Indian  movement 

But  the  FBI's  disruption  operation  against  AIM  intensified.  In  one 
weekend  alone  in  1975,  28  AIM  leaders  and  activists  were  arrested  in 
various  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Several  activists  and  others  who  refused  to  go  along  with  the  terror 
campaign  of  Tribal  Council  leader  Wilson  were  murdered  or  beaten  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  reservation  in  the  area  near  Oglala. 

Native-American  activist  Della  Star  Comes  Out  explained  this  point  in 
Peter  Matthiessen ' s book  In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse.  "For  a long  time, 
every  time  we  start  having  a bingo  or  something  the  goons  and  the  BIA 
police  would  start  coming  around,  and  you  know,  start  shooting  around," 
she  said. 

"And  they'd  start  some  kind  of  trouble  and  we'd  have  to  break  up... They 
were  even  shooting  at  our  houses,  and  there's  a lot  of  kids,  you  know,  in 
some  of  these  homes.  The  goons  really  done  a lot  of  harassing,  but  there 
was  nothing  that  could  be  done;  we  couldn't  go  to  the  BIA  police  because 
they  were  right  with  them.  So  finally,  the  traditional,  the  elderly  people 
got  together  and  asked,  you  know,  that  we'd  have  our  own  security  around 
the  Oglala  area  so  we  can  have  at  least  a little  protection." 

This  was  the  context  in  which  Leonard  Peltier  and  others  came  to  Oglala 

The  shoot-out  that  led  to  the  deaths  of  two  FBI  agents  began  on  the 
morning  of  Dune  26.  Using  the  pretext  of  looking  for  a man  whom  they 
accused  of  theft  and  assault,  FBI,  BIA,  South  Dakota  cops,  and  federal 
marshals  descended  on  Oglala  and  began  firing.  At  the  peak  of  the  assault, 
more  than  250  armed  attackers  surrounded  the  Oglala  compound.  Native- 
American  activists  explain  that  the  bulk  of  this  force  was  in  place  before 
the  two  agents  who  died  came  within  the  vicinity  of  Oglala. 

The  Indians  in  the  compound,  including  Peltier,  escaped,  before  the 
final  siege  took  place. 

Doseph  Stuntz,  a young  Native  man,  was  killed.  No  one  was  ever  charged 
in  his  death  though  Peltier  and  two  other  Indian  activists  were  charged  in 
the  deaths  of  the  FBI  agents.  Dino  Butler  and  Robert  Robideau  were 
acquitted . 

Peltier  was  eventually  arrested  in  Canada  and  extradited  to  the  United 
States.  He  was  tried  separately  from  the  other  two  and  convicted.  The 
presiding  judge  allowed  the  government  wide  latitude  to  present  a 
circumstantial  case  that  included  many  unsubstantiated  innuendoes  designed 
to  present  a portrait  of  Peltier  as  "violent."  Among  the  evidence  the 
presiding  judge  excluded,  was  the  fact  that  two  other  activists  had  been 
acquitted  of  the  murders  in  an  earlier  trial.  Nor  was  any  mention  allowed 


of  the  FBI's  COINTELPRO  operation  against  the  American  Indian  Movement. 

Peltier  has  been  incarcerated  since  1985  in  the  Leavenworth  Federal 
Prison,  a short  distance  from  Lawrence. 

Faruolo  explained  that  Peltier  has  had  three  appeals  of  his  convictions 
rejected  by  the  courts.  His  lead  attorney  is  now  Ramsey  Clark.  The  Peltier 
defense  committee  and  his  attorneys  are  pressing  for  the  release  of  FBI 
documents  that  have  been  withheld  for  nearly  two  decades  and  for  U.S. 
president  Bill  Clinton  to  issue  a executive  pardon  for  Peltier.  Retired 
FBI  agents  and  other  cops  continue  to  campaign  against  the  Peltier  defense 
effort  and  against  his  release  from  prison. 

Peltier's  attorneys  filed  a Freedom  of  Information  Act  Petition  (FOIA) 
in  the  early  1980s  and  another  more  recently,  Faruolo  said,  because 
"thousands  of  pages"  have  been  withheld  by  the  government.  "Linder  its 
guidelines,  under  the  FOIA,  the  FBI  is  not  supposed  to  be  able  to  withhold 
documents  if  they  don't  concern  national  security,"  she  said,  "and  this 
has  nothing  to  do  with  national  security." 

Faruolo  displayed  some  documents  released  recently  to  emphasize  why  the 
FBI  and  the  U.S.  attorney  general  want  this  material  kept  secret.  "At 
Leonard's  trial  the  government  claimed  that  an  FBI  agent  was  killed  at 
12:15  p.m.  In  the  trial  transcript  they  said  they  didn't  find  out  about 
the  death  until  after  3:00  p.m.,"  she  said. 

"And  for  years,"  she  continued,  "the  South  Dakota  attorney  general 
denied  that  they  had  transcripts  of  radio  reports  from  the  day  of  the 
shooting.  We  now  have  one  of  those  transcripts  which  shows  that  as  early 
as  11:55  a.m.  they  were  claiming  on  the  radio  that  they  had  agents  under 
fire,  and  at  11:59,  they  said  they  had  an  agent  shot." 

"We  believe  they  have  exculpatory  evidence  - that  is  material  that  will 
exonerate  Leonard  - in  their  possession.  It  may  take  a little  while,  but 
we  are  going  to  get  these  materials,"  she  stated. 

Citing  widespread  FBI  doctoring  of  evidence  against  Peltier,  columnist 
lack  Anderson  recently  wrote,  "While  Congress  investigates  governmental 
abuses  in  cases  ranging  from  Waco  to  Randy  Weaver,  it  is  also  time  to 
reopen  the  20-  year-old  case  involving  Leonard  Peltier." 

Presidential  pardon 

In  1993  Peltier  filed  a petition  for  commutation  of  his  sentence  with 
the  Pardon's  Attorney  office  in  Washington,  D.C.  Faruolo  explained  that 
for  nearly  two  years  Leonard's  clemency  petition  has  been  "sitting  at  the 
lustice  Department."  Faruolo  said  she  doesn't  expect  anything  to  happen 
soon.  "We're  not  going  to  see  any  real  movement  on  this  until  after  the  U. 
S.  presidential  election,"  she  said. 

"Clinton  has  options  on  clemency,"  she  continued.  "Fie  can  say  the 
sentence  is  finally  commuted.  Leonard  has  served  19  years  and  that's 
enough.  Or  he  can  say  the  sentences  now  run  concurrently  instead  of 
consecutively.  Either  of  these  options  could  be  a basis  for  a pardon  or 
parole. " 

In  1993  Peltier  went  before  Federal  parole  officials  who  told  him  that, 
because  of  his  consecutive  life  sentences,  it  would  be  another  15  years 
before  they  would  consider  him  for  parole.  He  has  another  hearing 
scheduled  for  later  this  year.  The  Peltier  committee  is  requesting  that 
letters  be  sent  to  the  United  States  Parole  Commission  requesting  that  he 
be  granted  parole  (see  accompanying  box). 

Amnesty  International  sent  a letter  to  U.S.  attorney  general  Danet  Reno 
in  Dune  saying,  "Amnesty  International  is  not  able  to  take  a position 
regarding  Leonard  Peltier's  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  crime,  and  he  has 
not  been  adopted  as  a prisoner  of  conscience.  However,  we  continue  to  have 
serious  concerns  about  the  legal  process  which  led  to  Leonard  Peltier's 
conviction  and  sentence  of  two  consecutive  terms  of  life  imprisonment." 

The  letter  continues,  "The  fact  remains,  however,  that  Leonard 
Peltier's  numerous  appeals  have  failed  to  dispel  substantial  and  lingering 
doubts  about  the  fairness  of  his  treatment."  The  Amnesty  letter  urges  a 
special  executive  review  of  Peltier's  case. 

Cop  agencies  remain  active  in  spreading  misinformation  about  the  case 
and  campaigning  against  Peltier's  release.  According  to  Anderson,  a 1992 
article  in  the  FBI's  in-house  newsletter  states,  "Keep  the  Vigil:  Peltier 
is  a Murderer."  The  article  accuses  Peltier  of  being  guilty  of  "cold- 


blooded  execution."  Faruolo  said  that  in  1994,  just  prion  to  activities  in 
support  of  Peltier  in  Washington,  D.C.,  a Virginia  newspaper  printed  a 
story  about  Peltier  that  contained  glaring  factual  inaccuracies. 

When  telephoned,  Faruolo  says  the  paper's  editor  told  her  that  FBI 
agents  had  come  by  and  given  him  information  about  Peltier  and  urged  the 
man  to  write  a story.  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  (LPDC)  literature 
also  explains  that  the  FBI  has  been  lobbying  to  have  any  action  on 
Peltier's  clemency  petition  delayed. 

In  October,  the  LPDC  organized  a vigil  and  rally  in  Leavenworth  near 
the  prison  in  support  of  Peltier.  Similar  actions  were  also  held  in 
several  cities  around  the  country.  Next  March,  Faruolo  said,  Peltier 
supporters  will  be  organizing  civil  disobedience  protest  activities  in 
support  of  Peltier  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  other  cities. 

Faruolo,  28,  explained  that  she  got  active  in  Peltier's  defense  as  a 
college  student  in  New  Jersey  after  reading  Peter  Matthiessen ' s book.  She 
started  a Peltier  support  group  at  Kean  College.  At  Peltier's  urging,  she 
moved  to  Lawrence  in  1991  and  has  worked  in  the  Peltier  defense  committee 
office  since  then. 

Stephen  Bloodworth  from  Peoria,  Illinois,  contributed  to  this  article. 

To  get  an  introductory  12-week  subscription  to  the  Militant  in  the  U.S., 
send  $10  US  to:  The  Militant,  410  West  Street,  New  York,  NY  10014.  For 
subscription  rates  to  other  countries,  send  e-mail  to 
themilitant@igc.apc.org  or  write  to  the  above  address. 

"RE : Chief  Coon  Come  at  Harvard"  

Date:  28  Oct  96  23:31:59  EST 

From:  Ann  Stewart  <75361. 1143@CompuServe.C0M> 

Sub j : Cree  press  release  on  Harvard  speech 
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PRESS  RELEASE 

COON  COME  INFORMS  AMERICANS  OF  QUEBEC  GOVERNMENT'S  "LATEST  ATTEMPTS 
TO  DISCRIMINATE  AGAINST  ABORIGINAL  PEOPLES  IN  QUEBEC" 

Cambridge,  Massachusetts  - October  28,  1996:  In  another  foray  into 
the  U.S.  political  and  academic  scene  that  has  served  his  people  so 
well.  Grand  Chief  Matthew  Coon  Come  today  addressed  a joint  seminar 
of  the  Center  for  International  Affairs  and  the  Kennedy  School  of 
Government  at  Harvard  University. 

On  the  anniversary  of  the  referendums  that  the  Crees,  the  Inuit  and 
the  government  of  Quebec  held  one  year  ago.  Chief  Coon  Come  told 
his  Harvard  audience:  "The  Bouchard  government  is  now  pursuing  an 
odious  and  discriminatory  solution  in  its  quest  for  absolute 
sovereignty  over  the  corner  of  North  America  they  call  their  own. 

They  are  systematically  minimizing  and  denying  our  status  as  a 
people  and  our  Aboriginal,  treaty  and  constitutional  rights." 

Chief  Coon  Come  concentrated  his  remarks  the  Harvard  University 
scholars  and  researchers  on  the  Quebec  government's  formal 
submission  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  CitC  case  in  3une.  Coon 
Come  stated:  "In  this  case,  the  Quebec  government  took  the  extreme 
position  that  the  fundamental  Constitutional  rights  of  the 
Algonquins,  Crees,  Inuit,  Huron,  Naskapi,  Mohawks,  Abenaki  and  all 
other  Aboriginal  peoples  simply  do  not  exist  in  Quebec,  and  have 
not  existed  there  for  450  years." 

In  a piercing  analysis.  Chief  Coon  quoted  liberally  from  Quebec's 
submission  to  the  Supreme  Court  and  this  month's  ruling  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  case,  in  which  the  Attorney  General  of  Quebec 
asserted  that  Quebec  was  terra  nulluis  (land  belonging  to  no-one) 
when  it  was  discovered  by  the  French.  "The  Supreme  Court  declared 
that  Quebec's  position  was  founded  on  unjust  discrimination  and  was 
contrary  to  both  international  standards  and  our  fundamental 
values".  Chief  Coon  Come  said.  "The  Chief  Dustice  stated  that 
Quebec's  position  would  perpetuate  the  historical  injustice 


suffered  by  aboriginal  peoples  at  the  hands  of  colonizers." 

"Let  there  be  no  mistake  about  this:  the  Bouchard  government  of 
Quebec  has  formally  advocated  the  obliteration  of  the  fundamental 
rights  of  Aboriginal  peoples  in  Quebec,  on  the  basis  of  the 
continued  application  of  an  discredited,  unjust  and  discriminatory 
doctrine,"  Chief  Coon  Come  said. 

Coon  Come  called  for  the  international  community's  involvement  in 
assuring  the  rights  of  his  people  in  the  context  of  the  possible 
secession  of  Quebec.  "This  is  an  issue  that  concerns  fundamental 
human  rights.  We  call  upon  you  to  raise  your  pens,  your  voices, 
and  your  objections  against  any  and  all  violations  of  our  rights." 

Further  information: 

Bill  Namagoose  (613)761-1655  or  (cellular)  (613)725-7024 
Brian  Craik  (613)761-1655  or  (613)724-1097 

"RE : Defying  the  Census"  

Date:  Mon,  28  Oct  1996  14:37:30  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Carol  Liu  <cliu@queens.lib.ny.us> 

Sub j : Defying  the  Census  (fwd) 

Now  here's  an  idea!  Reminds  me  of  something  I read  in  (if  memory 
serves)  Annette  Daimes'  _State  of  Native  America_.  Image  how  it 
would  change  the  official  demographics. 


Chronicle  Features,  San  Francisco 

RELEASE  DATE:  On  or  After  October  25,  1996 

LATINO  SPECTRUM  by  Roberto  Rodriguez  & Patrisia  Gonzales 

Defying  the  Census 

For  the  year  2000  Census,  here's  a potentially  radical  idea:  U.S. 
residents  of  Mexican  or  Central  American-origin,  as  well  as  most  other 
Latinos  should  declare  themselves  "Native  American"  on  the  Census 
questionnaire. 

The  way  it  is  now,  most  Latinos  are  virtually  obliged  to  put  themselves 
in  the  "white"  racial  category,  even  though  they  are  the  descendants  of 
indigenous  people  who  have  lived  in  the  Americas  for  thousands  of  years. 

In  Mexico  and  Central  America,  the  people  there  do  not  consider  themselves 
white,  but  rather  indigenous-based  "mestizos,"  or  simply  indigenous.  In 
fact,  most  Latinos  are  a mixture  of  Indian,  African  and  European  lineage. 
Only  a minute  percentage--primarily  the  ruling  elites--are  considered  white 
(or  Spanish) . 

Stanford  anthropologist  Renato  Rosaldo  says  that  mestizos,  because  of 
their  red-brown  skin,  are  treated  as  "Indian"  by  our  racialized  society  once 
they  cross  into  the  United  States.  The  discrimination  they  are  confronted 
with  stirs  within  mestizos  or  Flispanicized  Indians  a newfound  awareness  of 
their  Indian  heritage  that  many  had  long  ago  discarded  in  their  homelands. 

Incidentally,  virtually  all  Americans  are  of  mixed  ancestry,  yet  the 
bureau  has  traditionally  opted  for  "one-drop"  rules  which  result  in  "pure" 
categories . 

The  Census  Bureau  has  long  known  that  for  racial  purposes,  its  forms 
produce  completely  flawed  results  when  tallying  Latinos  in  the  United 
States,  but  it  has  failed  to  act.  So  we  have  decided  to  do  its  work  for  it. 
After  all,  the  Census  Bureau  should  not  be  in  the  business  of  determining 
people's  identities.  As  it  well  knows,  its  categories  are  not  biological  or 
scientific,  but  political. 

When  Census  bureaucrats  imposed  the  term  "Flispanic"  as  an  ethnic  (not 
racial)  category  in  the  1970s,  they  stated  that  "Flispanics  may  be  of  any 
race."  Yet,  when  compiling  statistics,  the  Census  has  tended  to  count  the 
vast  majority  of  Latinos  into  the  "white"  category,  and  only  a few  into  the 
"black"  category. 

This  practice  belies  reality  and  reveals  either  ineptitude,  or  shame,  on 
the  part  of  the  Latino  bureaucrats  who  have  historically  advised  the  Census. 
Nearly  half  of  Latinos  traditionally  select  the  "other"  race  category. 


However,  because  the  bureau  believes  they  are  confused  (98  percent  of  all 
those  who  chose  "other"  in  the  1990  Census  were  Latinos),  it  has 
traditionally  counted  most  Latino  "others"  as  white  by  default.  Lacking 
viable  options,  in  the  1990  Census,  about  half  of  the  Latino  population 
selected  the  "white"  category. 

Many  Latinos  check  the  "white"  category  because  the  bureau  does  not  offer  a 
mestizo  (or  mulatto)  option,  or  because  they  have  been  told  that  they  can  not 
designate  themselves  as  Native  Americans. 

If,  for  example,  Rigoberta  Menchu,  the  1992  Nobel  Prize  winner  from 
Guatemala,  were  to  move  to  the  United  States,  according  to  the  bureau,  she 
should  not  check  off  the  "Native  American"  box  on  the  questionnaire.  Only 
members  of  U.S.  federally  registered  tribes  are  supposed  to  exercise  this 
option,  even  though  the  majority  of  Native  Americans  originate  south  of  the 
U.S. /Mexico  border. 

Additionally,  the  historical  anti-Mexican/Indian  attitudes  of  this  society 
have  convinced  many  people- -particularly  Mexicans  themselves--that  there's 
something  wrong  with  being  Mexican,  thus  many  identify  as  white. 

Today,  Mexicans/Latinos  are  generally  no  longer  ashamed  of  their  ancestry. 
Yet  we  are  still  waiting  for  institutional  recognition  from  the  Census 
Bureau  that  it  is  OK  for  Latinos  to  acknowledge  their  indigenous  roots. 

Perhaps  its  bureaucrats  incorrectly  believe  that  "Native  Americans"  are  a 
race  of  people  particular  to  the  United  States.  Consequently,  the  Census 
confuses  nationality  with  race. 

The  option  we  suggest  doesn't  require  government  approval,  nor  does  it 
require  a 10-year  study  by  government  Hispanics.  All  it  requires  is  for 
Mexicans/Latinos  to  check  the  "Native  American"  box  and  do  it  proudly.  Many 
have  long  personally  identified  themselves  in  this  manner  already. 

If  the  bureau  respects  self-identity  as  it  says  it  does,  this  simple  act 
should  not  confound  it. 

As  for  those  who  might  oppose  this  idea  because  it  might  cause  a decrease  in 
the  number  of  people  who  choose  the  ethnic  category  of  "Hispanic,"  the  fears 
are  groundless.  One  is  a racial  category  and  the  other  is  an  ethnic  one. 

This  fear  is  predicated  on  the  idea  that  less  "Hispanics"  means  less  federal 
dollars  and  that  there  is  a connection  between  an  accurate  census  count  and 
the  proper  enforcement  of  civil  rights  laws.  This  fear  reveals  an 
entitlement  mentality  and  also  a naivete  in  believing  that  civil  rights  laws 
are  enforced  as  a result  of  census  counts  rather  than  political  pressure. 

For  those  who  might  be  concerned  that  this  group  may  then  qualify  for 
benefits  not  entitled  to  them--not  to  worry.  It  wouldn't  entitle  them  to 
anything  that  is  due  members  of  U.S.  federally  recognized  tribes- -other  than 
dignity. 

(Copyright  Chronicle  Features,  1996) 

Rodriguez  & Gonzales  can  be  reached  at  PO  BOX  7905,  Albuquerque,  NM 
87194-7905  --  505-248-0092  or  XColumn@aol.com 
For  this  particular  column,  we  especially  encourage  readers  to  send  us 
comments  on  the  feasibility  of  this  idea.  Thanks. 

"RE : New  Age  vs.  Resolution  102"  

Date:  Fri,  11  Oct  1996  22:45:52  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Subject:  New  Age  vs.  Resolution  102 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

This  should  make  for  some  interesting  reading,  but  again  it  may  not. 

I thought  I'd  add  my  two  cents  for  what  it's  worth  and  more  then 
likely  won't  go  over  to  good  with  some,  but... 

At  the  second  session  of  the  95th  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
on  Danuary  19,  1978,  Congress  enacted  Joint  Resolution  102,  titled 
American  Indian  Religious  Freedom. 

In  part  stated:  "That  henceforth  it  shall  be  the  policy  of  the  United 
States  to  protect  and  preserve  for  American  Indians,  their  inherent 
right  of  freedom  to  believe,  express,  and  exercise  the  traditional 
religions ....  including  but  not  limited  to  access  to  sites,  use  and 


possession  of  sacred  objects,  and  the  freedom  to  worship  through 
ceremonial  and  traditional  rites." 

Then,  in  1993  Congress  established  the  Religious  Freedom  Restoration 
Act (P . L. 103-141) . Which  in  part  prohibited  anyone  from  intruding  or 
interfering  in  a persons  religious  rights,  especially,  city,  county, 
state  or  federal  government. 

Why  were  these  religious  rights  established?  Because  the  free  exercise 
of  traditional  Native  American  Indian  religions  had  been  intruded 
upon,  interfered  with  and  banned  by  the  federal  government,  and  this 
is  historical  knowledge,  reality,  an  issue  of  great  pain. 

But  intruded  upon  by  who?  The  federal  government,  clergy  and  society. 

Interfered  upon  by  who?  The  federal  government,  clergy  and  society. 

Banned  by  just  the  federal  government?  No,  by  the  clergy  and  society. 

Why?  Because  a people  full  of  hate,  misunderstanding,  and  greed,  led 
them  to  believe  that  the  traditional  religions  of  the  Native  American 
Indian  were;  satanic,  demonic,  evil,  and  only  God  and  Jesus  Christ 
could  save  these  savages  from  all  of  damnation?  Fact. 

Why?  Because  down  through  the  years,  historians,  scholars  and  intellectuals 
wrote  about  a people,  their  culture  and  religion,  in  a manner  that  suited 
the  times,  suited  the  endeavor  to  move  the  Indian  from  precious  lands 
that  contained  gold,  silver,  oil,  coal,  lands  best  suited  for  farming, 
lands  best  suited  for  ranching  and  raising  other  crops,  lands  that  a 
government  and  society  needed  for  "IT'S  PEOPLE." 

In  this  country  today,  a people  are  protected  by  the  United  States 
Constitution  in  their  endeavor  to  worship  in  the  manner  they  so 
desire,  whether  it  be  Catholic,  Baptist,  Protestant,  Islam,  Buddhism, 

Atheism,  or  the  Occult  and  the  Traditional  Native  American  Indian 
has  Resolution  102  to  preserve  and  protect  their  traditional  belief's. 

Again,  over  the  years,  through  some  times  intentional  misinterpretations 
our  culture,  tradition  and  heritage  suffered  greatly,  and  not  until 
Resolution  102  became  effective  in  1978,  the  non-Indian  found  that 
through  the  Constitution,  they  were  protected  in  their  endeavors  to 
utilize  the  Tradition  and  Culture  of  the  Indian,  for  profit,  self 
gain  and  for  political  gain. 

The  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Joint  Resolution  also  said 
that  the  Native  American  had  a traditional  Belief  and  that  it  is  not 
a part  of  Non-Indian  theories  and  philosophies  of  theology,  archaeology/ 
anthropology  or  evolution  and  that  in  fact,  to  advocate  those  very 
principles  to  the  tradition  of  the  Indian  would  in  fact  be  intruding 
and  interfering  with  the  Native  American  Indian  Religious  Rights. 

Theories  and  philosophies  belong  where  they  are  needed  and  time  and 
time  again,  it  has  been  spoken  by  many  tribal  elders  that  we  have 
been  here  for  time  immemorial. 

New  Age  people,  Anti-Indian  Movement  people.  Politicians,  Indian  people 
and  some  Christian  people,  have  tried  to  interpret  the  culture,  tradition 
and  heritage  of  the  Native  American  Indian  for  no  other  reason  than  to 
suit  their  own  needs  and  yes,  every  effort  must  be  arrived  at  to  end 
the  false  prophets,  false  propaganda  and  the  selling,  abuse  and  misuse 
of  our  culture  and  tradition  and  we  must  recognize,  that  yes,  we  all 
seem  to  come  from  different  back-grounds,  some  city,  some  from  the 
reservations,  some  from  a traditional  nature,  other's  from  a different 
religion  and  that  we  all  have  our  rights  and  freedoms,  and  that  we  all 
are  trying  our  very  best  to  address  the  concerns  and  interest,  whether 
it's  of  tribal  government  and  their  illegal  activity,  the  new  age,  or 
the  preservation  and  protection  of  the  culture  and  religion,  because 
no  matter  what  folks,  our  youth  need  a stable  future,  with  truth  and 
if  we  are  going  to  establish  that  for  them,  then  let's  get  it  on, 
let's  move  forward  and  make  some  progress,  and  most  of  all  let's 
realize  who  we  are,  what  are  freedoms  are  and  just  how  we  got  here, 
because  whether  you  like  it  or  not,  the  blood  of  your  ancestor's 
is  under  your  feet,  they've  left  you  a legacy,  so  let's  make 
something  out  it,  let's  share  with  one  another  and  learn  and  leave 
the  big  heads  and  ego's  to  the  new  age  who  don't  have  a path  to 

follow  because  of  their  greed  and  lack  of  reality 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra.net 


"RE : Big  Mountain  Factsheet"  

Date:  01  Aug  96  13:07:11  EST 

From:  "Glen  WELKER"  <gwelker@mail . lmi . org> 

Sub  j : BIG  MOUNTAIN  FACTSHEET  (fwd)  PLEASE  FORWARD 
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TEXT  FOLLOWS  (the  questions  at  the  beginning  of  each  para  were  bolded.) 

Help  save  the  lives  of  one  of  our  country's  most  priceless  living  treasures: 
our  Native  grandmothers  and  grandfathers. 

What  is  going  on  right  now?  On  October  11,  1996,  President  Clinton  signed 
S.1973,  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute  Settlement  Act.  This  law  will  allow 
the  forced  relocation  of  thousands  of  Dineh  resisters,  many  of  them  elderly. 
If  the  Dineh  traditional  people  do  not  sign  the  highly  restrictive  75-year 
lease  agreement  (aka,  the  Accommodation  Agreement)  by  December  31,  1996,  the 
Hopi  Tribal  Council  and  the  Navajo  President  have  threatened  to  begin 
relocation  immediately,  taking  the  Dineh  resisters  to  an  area  called  the 
"New  Lands,"  which  is  heavily  contaminated  with  uranium. 

How  did  it  get  to  this  point?  This  is  a complicated  issue,  but  is  boils 
down  to  this:  forcibly  removing  people  from  their  ancestral  sacred  land  in 
order  to  mine  coal,  estimated  to  be  worth  billions  of  dollars.  What  we  have 
here  is  the  powerful  mining  company,  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company,  in 
collusion  with  the  Federal  government,  and  Navajo  and  Hopi  Tribal  Councils 
choosing  profits  over  the  genocide  of  a people. 

Who  are  Big  Mountain  and  the  Black  Mesa  area  resisters?  The  "resisters" 
are  traditional  Dineh  (Navajo)  people,  many  of  whom  are  non-English  speaking 
elders.  They  live  self  sustaining  lives  by  herding  sheep,  weaving  and 
dry-crop  farming,  while  caretaking  their  Sacred  Land.  They  have  earned  the 
name  resister  from  steadfastly  refusing  forced  relocation  by  the  Federal 
government,  Hopi  and  Navajo  Tribal  councils  and  energy  corporations. 

Where  is  Big  Mountain  and  the  Black  Mesa?  In  northeast  Arizona, 
approximately  3 hours  north  of  Flagstaff  lies  Black  Mesa  with  Big  Mountain 
to  the  south.  Big  Mountain  is  best  known  of  the  45  Dineh  (Navajo) 
communities.  These  communities  are  surrounded  by  four  mountain  peaks 
immemorially  held  sacred  by  Dineh  traditional  spirituality.  This  area  has 
been  inhabited  for  thousands  of  years. 

What  are  the  effects  of  this  75-year  lease  (the  Accommodation  Agreement)? 

If  they,  the  residents  of  the  Hopi  Partition  Land,  sign  the  agreement,  they 
are  allowed  to  inhabit  their  ancestral  land  for  just  75  years,  furthermore 
during  that  time  they  lose  their  civil  rights  and  face  a life  under  martial 
law.  The  overwhelming  majority  refuse  to  sign  this  lease,  because  if  they 
sign  they  lose  the  rights  to  the  land  and  the  mining  by  Peabody  will 
commence  unchecked.  The  traditional  people  will  likely  find  their  small 
plots  of  land  surrounded  by  mines. 

If  they  don't  sign,  what  happens?  Forced  relocation. 

Why  relocation?  Because  underneath  their  land  lies  coal  reserves,  estimated 
to  be  worth$10  billion  dollars. 

Who  is  affected  by  forced  relocation?  3000  people  in  45  communities  in  the 
Hopi  Partition  Land,  a barbed-wire  fenced  division  created  from  the 
Relocation  Act  of  1974. 

Where  will  they  be  relocated  to?  The  primary  for  relocation,  called  the 
"New  Lands,"  near  Sanders,  Arizona  is  downstream  from  the  nation's  largest 
known  Uranium  spoil  when  a dam  containing  more  than  100  million  gallons  of 
radioactive  water  burst  in  Duly  1979.  This  area  is  still  designated  the 
primary  site  for  relocation.  According  to  the  Southwest  Research  and 
Information  Center,  "Radiation  does  not  just  kill,  it  alters  the  genetic 
structure  of  all  the  unborn  generations  to  come." 

Who  will  enforce  the  relocation?  The  Hopi  Rangers,  a paramilitary  police 
force  under  the  mandate  of  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  and  the  direction  of  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  Equipped  with  state-of-the-art  weaponry,  and 
well-trained  in  its  use,  the  Rangers  systematically  harass  elders. 


confiscate  and  torture  livestock  and  evict  Dineh  from  their  homes,  and 
recently  were  ordered  to  "step  up  enforcement  on  the  HPL." 

Is  this  an  intertribal  dispute?  No.  That  has  always  been  a lie,  created 
by  the  Federal  government  and  mining  interests.  The  Hopi  and  Dineh  tribal 
councils  are  on  the  same  side  of  the  issue... in  opposition  to  the  Hopi  and 
Dineh  traditional  people. 

What  is  needed  to  help  the  Dineh  resisters?  Locate  a support  group  in  your 
area,  if  there  isn't  one... start  one.  Send  supplies  (such  as,  office, 
communications  & camping  equipment,  durable  vehicles,  video  cameras,  tools, 
medical  supplies  and  health  supplements,  warm  clothing  and  dry  goods,  etc.) 
They  are  always  needed  by  the  communities.  Come  to  Big  Mountain  prepared  to 
witness,  herd  sheep  and  support  the  Dineh  people  in  their  struggle. 

What  can  be  done  today?  $350  million  of  tax  payer  dollars  has  been  spent 
on  Relocation.  Call  your  Representatives  and  Senators.  Tell  them  that  you  do 
not  want  your  tax  dollars  funding  Relocation.  Tell  them  to  call  for  a 
Congressional  Oversight  committee  investigation  and  hearing  on  S.  1973,  P.L. 
93-531,  P.L.  96-305,  the  Relocation  Program  and  Peabody  Coal.  Call 
Clinton's  comment  line  (202)  456  1111.  Tell  Clinton  he  should  have  vetoed 
S.1973. 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 

P.O.Box  40319  Flagstaff,  AZ  86004  phone:  (520)  522  8683  email: 
sdn@primenet . com, 

http://www.primenet.com/~sdn/  --  add'l  SDN  ofc:  Sky  William  (520) 
749-0585,  749-0587(fax) , 

Bobby  Castillo  (415)  386-4373,  386-4547,  Chief  Billy  Redwing  Tayac  (LISN) 
(301)  932  0808 

"RE : Family  Seeks  to  Halt  Exploitation"  

Date:  Sun,  27  Oct  1996  12:51:00  GMT 
From:  philncleve@aol.com 

Sub j : Native  American  Family  Seeks  to  Halt  Cultural  Exploitation 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
26/10/96 

(Cleveland,  Ohio)  A Cleveland  Native  American  mother  and  her  two 
daughters  will  file  a lawsuit  on  Monday,  October  28  seeking  possession  of 
a portrait  and  negatives  for  photographs  taken  of  the  daughters  for  a 
Cleveland  Bicentennial  exhibit  currently  on  display  at  a local  art  gallery. 

Plaintiffs  in  the  action  are  Robbi  Repine,  a First  Nation  Anishnabe 
from  Ontario,  Canada  and  her  minor  daughters  Tory  HandBoy  and  Mandy 
Repine.  Tory  is  a an  enrolled  member  of  the  Cheyenne  River  Lakota  nation 
in  South  Dakota.  The  family  practices  and  observes  Native  American  customs 
and  traditions,  attends  pow-wows  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada 
and  is  heavily  involved  in  the  Cleveland  Native  American  community.  Named 
as  Defendants  are  famous  New  York  City  photographer  Andres  Serrano,  Spaces 
Art  Gallery  and  Susan  R.  Channing,  Director  of  Spaces. 

The  events  leading  to  the  lawsuit  began  in  May  when  Susan  Channing 
contacted  Robbi  Repine  by  telephone  to  invite  her  daughters  to  be 
photographed  by  Andres  Serrano  for  an  exhibit  commemorating  the  Cleveland 
Bicentennial.  The  display  purports  to  depict  and  honor  members  of 
constituent  Cleveland  ethnic  and  minority  groups.  Ms.  Repine  understood 
that  photographs  of  her  daughters  would  only  be  for  display  at  the  exhibit 
for  its  duration  and  would  be  presented  in  a dignified  fashion.  Tory  and 
Mandy  were  photographed  from  head  to  waist  in  full  Native  American  regalia 
inside  a private  room  at  a local  recreation  center. 

Tory  and  Mandy  were  photographed  while  Robbi  Repine  was  away  on 
business.  They  were  driven  to  be  photographed  by  a family  friend  who  was 
told  by  an  agent  of  Spaces  and  Mr.  Serrano  to  sign  releases  on  behalf  of 
the  girls  as  their  parent  or  guardian,  although  he  told  the  agent  he  was 
neither.  No  further  contact  was  had  with  the  girls  or  their  mother  prior 
to  the  opening  of  the  exhibit.  No  prints  or  proofs  of  their  photographs 


were  ever  provided. 

Later,  Robbi  Repine  read  an  article  about  the  exhibit  which  appeared 
in  a Cleveland  newspaper.  The  article  reported  that  the  portraits  at  the 
exhibit  including  one  of  Tory  HandBoy  were  offered  for  sale  for  $10,000.00. 
The  article  also  quoted  Mr.  Serrano's  comments  on  the  portrayal  of  Native 
Americans  as  "noble  savages."  When  Ms.  Repine  went  to  the  gallery  she  was 
shocked  to  see  the  grotesquely  enlarged  portrait  of  her  daughter  Tory  next 
to  an  writing  which  discussed  the  exhibit  in  the  context  of  the  "Chief 
Wahoo"  controversy.  She  inquired  and  was  informed  that  her  daughter's 
portrait  was  indeed  offered  for  sale. 

Ms.  Repine  complained  to  Spaces  that  the  offer  for  sale  and  the  manner  of 
the  display  of  her  daughter's  portrait  violated  the  terms  of  her  oral 
agreement  and  was  culturally  offensive.  Tory  was  extremely  distraught  by 
the  exhibit  itself.  Tory  and  Mandy  are  very  fearful  of  the  potential 
exploitation  of  photographs  of  themselves  as  is  their  mother.  Robbi  has 
also  taken  issue  with  the  validity  model  releases  signed  by  the  family 
friend . 

Robbi  Repine  along  with  legal  counsel  have  been  unsuccessful  in 
securing  possession  of  Tory's  portrait  and  negatives  for  all  photographs 
taken  of  her  daughters.  On  Saturday,  October  26th,  a small  contingent  of 
family  members,  relatives  and  friends  including  head  of  the  Cleveland 
American  Indian  Movement  Chapter,  attempted  to  remove  the  portrait  of  Tory 
from  Spaces  but  were  stopped  by  gallery  staff.  The  exhibit  closes  on 
October  27th  and  Spaces  announced  that  all  works  will  be  returned  to  the 
artists  involved.  A meeting  is  planned  with  gallery  officials  on  Tuesday, 
October  29th. 

In  the  meantime,  Philip  Althouse,  a Cleveland  attorney,  will  seek  a 
temporary  restraining  order  and  file  a civil  action  in  the  Cuyahoga  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  to  prevent  the  removal  of  and  obtain  the  return  of  the 
portrait  and  negatives. 

Copies  of  the  pleadings  are  available  upon  request. 

Contact : 

Philip  Althouse,  Attorney 
216-696-6776  (phone) 

216-696-9824  (fax) 

Email:  palthouse@igc.apc.org 

"RE : Taino  Unity  & Peace"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Oct  1996  18:46:09  -0700 

From:  "Ioanna  Nanake  (Earth  Girl)  Soto  Aviles"  <jsaviles@voicenet.com> 

Sub j : Taino  Unity  & Peace 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

Tau,  Hola,  Hello, 

It  is  through  many  prayers  and  much  consulting  with  the  Spiritual 
Elders,  as  well  as  through  many  life  experiences,  that  my  path  becomes 
more  clear  to  me. 

As  a Taina,  I truly  believe  that  a Taino  should  be  generous,  patient, 
and  honest,  and  it  is  a known  fact  that  the  written  word  has  always  been 
the  weapon  of  the  "White  Man"  against  the  Native  People.  Therefore,  I 
feel  that  one's  words  should  be  wise,  constructive,  and  above  reproach. 

Anyone  can  trade  words  and/or  blows,  but  it  is  the  truly  brave  and  wise 
person  that  trusts  in  the  Creator. 

I have  seen  evidence  of  this  with  the  Lenape  at  the  Museum  of  Indian 
Culture  in  Allentown  PA.  Although  they  have  been  through  troubled  times 
and  have  been  much  maligned,  they  are  still  here  and,  I pray,  will 
always  be.  They  have  their  language  and  know  their  genealogy,  they  have 
documentation  of  their  elders,  and  they  have  a beautiful  Museum  and 
Library.  But,  above  all,  they  have  remained  true  to  their  spirituality, 
their  ancestors,  and  to  who  they  are.  Thus,  they  are  a close  and  loving 
clan,  and  I am  deeply  honored  that  they  have  embraced  me  as  one  of  their 
own . 

Now  if  love  and  time  are  to  heal  all  things,  then  love  must  be  more  than 


a feeling  or  an  emotion;  it  must  be  a active  force  for  good.  It  must  be 
a "giving"  and  a "sharing"  as  opposed  to  the  "getting"  ways  that  come 
from  greed  and  the  desire  for  power.  This  "giving"  is,  after  all,  the 
spirit  behind  true  Freedom  as  opposed  to  the  illusion  under  which  we  are 
oppressed . 

This  is  not  just  abstract  thinking  or  philosophy;  this  is  reality. 

Money,  recognition,  titles,  material  things;  these  are  the  illusions! 

The  Spirit  of  the  Creator  and  the  Spirit  of  all  His  Creations  are 
Eternal ! 

Therefore,  we  should  get  beyond  the  lies,  the  rhetoric  and  the 
squabbling.  After  all,  what  family  doesn't  have  squabbles?  It  is  the 
real  family,  however,  that  moves  beyond  these  squabbles  and  learns  how 
to  deal  with  each  other  with  love  and  respect. 

"We  Are  All  Related"  should  be  more  than  just  pretty  words  on  paper; 
these  words  were  meant  to  be  embodied  in  all  that  we  say  or  do;  we  were 
meant  to  become  the  living  spirit  of  those  words.  Only  then  can  we 
truly  appreciate  the  beauty  and  infinite  variety  that  surrounds  us 
without  seeking  to  control  or  destroy  it. 

We  are  all  subject  to  Universal  Truths  such  as  honoring  the  Creator  and 
acknowledging  the  value  of  all  His  Creations. 

For  example,  when  we  harm  Mother  Earth,  we  harm  ourselves  and  we  heap 
contempt  upon  the  Creator.  Refusing  to  acknowledge  this  fact  does  not 
lessen  the  harm;  we  are  still  held  accountable.  This  same  principle 
applies  whenever  anyone  harms  anyone  or  anything.  Every  action  will 
have  a reaction. 

We  all  need  air,  shelter,  warmth,  water  and  food.  This  is  just  a simple 
statement  of  fact.  We  do  not,  however,  need  the  excesses  and  false 
standards  of  this  society  (which  are  poisoning  the  the  air  we  breath, 
the  water  we  drink  and  the  food  we  eat)  no  matter  how  much  we,  in  our 
ignorance,  greed  and  vanity,  may  try  to  justify  them.  This  is  just 
plain  old  common  sense  and  the  reality  we  must  face.  This  is  not  some 
wild,  abstract  idea. 

Now,  if  everyone  were  to  care  for  each  other  and  help  each  other,  then 
everyone  and  everything  would  benefit.  We  could,  then,  live  in  harmony 
with  all  things  so  that  all  may  prosper. 

We  are  now  at  the  crossroads  and  it  is  time  to  make  a choice.  It  is 
not  enough  to  be  sorry  for  the  past.  We  must  learn  from  the  past  and 
take  action  for  the  future.  Not  for  ourselves  but  for  our  children,  our 
children's  children,  and  so  on.  It  may  take  time  but  we  must  put  aside 
our  egos,  our  selfishness,  and  our  vanity.  We  must  do  more  than  just 
struggle  to  survive,  we  must  learn  to  live  and  live  fully,  in  harmony 
with  the  circle  of  life. 

My  gift  from  the  Creator  has  always  been  to  help  and  encourage  others, 
and,  thankfully,  there  have  been,  are,  and  will,  hopefully,  continue  to 
be  Healers  in  my  family.  I am  eternally  grateful  to  the  Creator  for 
this,  despite  all  the  hardships  my  family  and  I have  experienced.  It 
would  have  been  very  easy  to  slip  into,  and  remain  in,  the  empty 
bitterness,  anger  and  hopelessness  that  many  find  themselves  in.  All 
too  often,  a lot  of  time,  emotion,  and  energy  is  spent  in  useless  anger, 
petty  jealousies  and  the  search  for  so-called  justice. 

I would  be  lying  if  I were  to  say  that  I never  felt  anger,  frustration, 
sadness,  or  bitterness,  however  I would  still  be  the  wrong  person  to  ask 
for  help  in  harming  another,  in  any  way,  no  matter  how  supposedly 
justified.  Only  the  Creator  can  judge  His  Creations.  Negativity  can 
only  beget  negativity,  therefore  I choose  to  be  as  constructive  and 
positive  as  I can  be  and  to  put  my  trust  in  the  Creator.  I can  only 
pray  that  more  people  will  make  this  same  choice. 

We  all  have  our  individual  paths  to  travel,  but  we  should  all  seek  to 
learn  the  lessons  life  teaches  us,  always  remembering,  that  in  order  to 
learn,  one  must  be  humble  and  open-minded  (yet  vigilant  and 
discerning) . Yes,  we  will  stumble  and  experience  setbacks,  but  life 
goes  on  and  so  should  we.  Let  us  seek  to  grow  in  wisdom  in  order  to 
better  ourselves  and  each  other,  and  to  sing  away  the  pain  and  bring  joy 
into  all  our  lives. 

Unity,  Doy,  Peace,  and  Harmony  through  Generosity,  Patience,  and 


Honesty! 

Yes,  this  is  my  wish  for  oun  people!  Han  Han!  Make  the  Creator  grant 
me  my  wish! 

Taino-Ti ! 

Nanake  (Earth  Girl) 

"RE : Violence  Against  Activists"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Oct  1996  06:59:42  GMT 
From:  omct@iprolink.ch 

Sub  j : OMCT/MEX151096:  violence  against  activists,  Mexico 

Newsgroups : hr . indigenous, soc . culture. native, alt . native 

Case  MEX  151096 

The  International  Secretariat  of  OMCT/SOS-Torture  requests  your  URGENT 
intervention  in  the  following  situation  in  Mexico. 

Brief  description:  LIMEDDH  - Mexican  league  for  the  Defence  of  Human 
Rights  - member  of  the  network,  has  expressed  its  concern  for  the  safety 
and  integrity  of  Mr  Eli  Homero  AGUILAR  RAMIREZ,  leader  of  the  Francisco 
Villa  Popular  Front  (FPFV),  who  is  at  present  detained  in  the  centre 
Reclusorio  Preventivo  Norte. 

Eli  Homero  AGUILAR  RAMIREZ  was  detained  with  Alfredo  CERVANTES  ROMERO,  at 
11:30  am  on  Friday  October  11  1996,  in  the  Agrmcola  Oriental  colony,  by 
agents  of  the  General  Procurator's  office  of  the  Federal  District. 

Both  detainees  were  tortured  and  later  Eli  Homero  AGUILAR  RAMIREZ  was 
taken  to  the  Reclusorio  Preventivo  Norte.  Reports  from  his  lawyers 
indicate  that  he  has  difficulty  walking  and  that  his  spinal  column  has 
probably  been  affected  by  the  torture.  Furthermore  it  has  been  confirmed 
that  he  has  been  detained  with  high  risk  prisoners  and  that  his  life  may 
be  in  danger. 

AGUILAR  RAMIREZ  has  been  charged,  under  legal  suit  68/94,  for  damage  to 
property,  assault  and  battery  against  agents  of  authority,  robbery,  aiding 
prisoners  to  escape  and  illegal  deprivation  of  liberty.  These  facts 
presumably  occurred  on  May  30  1994,  during  a confrontation  between  members 
of  FPFV  and  police  agents,  in  a place  called  Cabeza  de  luarez  Delegacisn 
Iztapalapa.  The  crimes  he  is  charged  with  allow  for  bail. 

It  seems  that  the  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  AGUILAR  RAMIREZ,  and 
apparently  19  other  members  of  FPFV,  was  authorised  on  Duly  12  1996  by  the 
34th  Dudge  of  the  penal  section. 

Alfredo  CERVANTES  ROMERO  was  released  on  the  same  day,  October  11,  at 
2:30pm.,  by  three  agents  of  the  judicial  police  who  extracted  with  threats 
his  promise  not  to  report  the  facts. 

According  to  CERVANTES  ROMERO's  declarations,  both  were  detained  while 
going  to  a medical  centre,  the  Centro  Medico  Nacional  Siglo  XXI,  for  a 
meeting  of  the  National  Indigenous  Congress.  They  were  intercepted  by 
three  armed  men  in  an  unmarked  black  car.  The  three  men  proceeded  to 
detain  him  without  identifying  themselves  or  presenting  arrest  warrants. 

Both  were  handcuffed  and  taken  to  the  building  of  the  General  Procurator's 
Office  of  the  Federal  District,  in  Arcos  de  Belem  No. 23.  During  the 
journey  to  the  offices  they  were  repeatedly  beaten. 

According  to  the  same  declaration,  in  the  offices  of  the  General 
Procurator  they  were  led  "...  to  the  seventh  floor,  we  were  hooded,  beaten 
for  several  minutes  and  then  interrogated  on  our  party  militancy  and  asked 
if  we  were  members  of  EZLN  or  EPR.  The  questions  were  always  the  same  and 
as  we  didn't  answer  they  shouted  at  us  that  they  were  going  to  apply  the 
"fourteenth"  (a  type  of  torture),  and  that  they  would  take  us  to  military 
camp  number  one  and  there  would  ruin  us  ". 

CERVANTES  ROMERO  was  examined  by  a legal  doctor  of  the  50th  agency  of  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  of  the  Federal  District,  showing  lesions  (which 
are  taking  more  than  2 weeks  to  heal)  and  rupture  of  the  membrane  of  his 
right  ear  drum,  as  a consequence  of  the  beatings  received.  These  facts 
were  registered  in  the  preliminary  enquiry  50/1587/96-19. 

LIMEDDH  underlines  that  the  struggle  for  the  right  to  housing  is  the 
raison  d'etre  of  FPFV,  its  solidarity  with  social  movements  has  been 


targeted  by  the  security  forces  and  since  last  year  they  are  part  of  a 
list  of  people  submitted  to  investigation  by  intelligence  services.  More 
than  200  people  are  on  the  list,  many  of  whom  have  already  been  detained 
while  others  have  been  object  of  attacks  and  detention  and  death  threats. 

Action  requested 

Write  to  the  Mexican  authorities  urging  them  to  : 

i.  guarantee  the  physical  and  psychological  integrity  of  Eli 
Homero  AGUILAR  RAMIREZ,  presently  detained,  and  of 
Alfredo  CERVANTES  ROMERO,  who  has  been  threatened; 

ii.  put  an  end  to  all  form  of  threat  or  harassment 
against  individuals  and  organisations  for  their  legal 
and  peaceful  activities  in  the  defence  of  human 
rights  and  fundamental  freedoms  ; 

iii.  carry  out  a thorough  and  impartial  investigation  into 
the  referred  facts,  in  particular  the  practice  of  torture 
and  other  forms  of  ill  treatment,  in  order  to  identify 
those  responsible,  bring  them  to  trial  and  apply  the 
penal,  civil  and/or  administrative  sanctions  provided  by 
the  law; 

iv.  ensure  the  release  of  all  people  detained,  accused  or 
sentenced  on  the  basis  of  confessions  or  declarations 
obtained  under  torture  or  other  illegal  means,  including 
the  formulation  of  accusations  or  false  evidence; 

v.  ensure  the  full  respect  of  human  rights  and  fundamental 
freedoms  in  the  country,  in  accordance  with 

national  laws  and  international  standards. 

Addresses : 

S.E.  Dr.  Ernesto  Zedillo  Ponce  de  Leon,  Presidente  de  la 
Republica,  Palacio  Nacional,  C.P.  06065,  Mexico,  D.F.,  Mexico. 

Fax  (+  52  5)  515  17  94  o/or  271  17  64  o/or  515  47  83  o/or 
516  57  62 

Lie.  Emilio  Chuayffet  Chemor,  Secretario  de  Gobernacion, 

Secretaria  de  Gobernacion,  Bucareli  99,  2:  piso.  Col.  Duarez, 

Mexico,  D.F.,  Mexico  Fax  ( + 52  5)  546  53  50  o/or  592  42  30 
Dr.  Antonio  Lozano  Gracia,  Procurador  General  de  la 
Repzblica,  Procuraduria  General,  Violeta  y Reforma  s/n  2:  piso. 

Col.  Guerrero,  Mexico,  D.F.  CP  06300  Mexico.  Fax:  (+  52  5)  626 
44  26 

Lie.  lorge  Madrazo  Cuellar,  Presidente  Comision  Nacional  de 
Derechos  Humanos,  Periferico  sur  3469,  Col.  San  lersnimo 
Lidice,  Deleg.  Magdalena  Contreras,  C.P.  10200,  Mexico,  D.F., 

Mexico.  Fax.:  (+  52  5)  631  26  33 

Mexican  embassy  in  your  respective  countries 
Geneva,  15  October  1996 

Kindly  inform  us  of  all  action  undertaken  quoting  the  code 
number  of  the  present  appeal  in  your  reply. 

Ben  Schonveld 
Projects  Manager 

OMCT  - SOS  Torture  Tel:  +41-22-733  31  40 

Case  Postale  119  Fax:  +41  22-733  10  51 

CH  1211  Geneva  20  Conf:  omctsostorture@conf.igc.apc.org 

Switzerland  OMCT@iprolink. ch 

OMCT  is  the  1 ' Organisation  Mondiale  contre  la  Torture 
The  World  Organisation  Against  Torture 

"RE : Oneida  Nation's  Gifts"  

Date:  25  Oct  1996  19:51:57  GMT 

From:  dbumstea@newstand.syr.edu  (Daniel  B.  Umstead) 

Sub j : Oneida  Nation's  Gifts  total  more  than  $145,000  for  schools 


Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 


NEWS  --  NEWS  --  NEWS  --  NEWS  October  11,  1996 

For  Immediate  Release 

For  more  information  view  the  Nation's  Flome  page  at  - 
http://one-web.org/oneida/ 

Nation's  "Gifts"  Total  More  Than  $145 , 000  for  Local  Schools 

ONEIDA  NATION  TERRITORY,  via  Oneida,  NY  --  The  Oneida  Nation  issued  the 
fourth  quarter  installments  of  its  Silver  Covenant  Chain  Education  Grants 
to  the  superintendents  and  school  board  presidents  of  the  Vernon-Verona- 
Sherrill,  Oneida  City,  Canastota  Central,  Stockbridge  Valley  Central,  and 
Cazenovia  Central  school  districts  this  week.  This,  the  final  grant 
installment  for  1996,  brings  the  Nation's  total  grant  distribution  to  $145, 
420.38. 

The  fourth  quarter  amount  totals  $38,428.26.  This  breaks  down  as 
follows:  Vernon-Verona-Sherrill  School  District  $32,138.85;  Oneida  City 
School  District,  $3,905.25;  Canastota  Central  School  District,  $1,574.25; 
Stockbridge  Valley  Central  School  District,  $792.75;  Cazenovia  Central 
School  District,  $17.16. 

"These  grants,  like  our  funding  of  the  City  of  Oneida/Town  of  Verona 
water  and  sewer  project  and  hosting  of  several  TOURI$M  ~ CNY  regional 
tourism  conferences,  are  extensions  of  the  support  --  and  the  bonds  of 
friendship  --  we  share  with  the  community,"  said  Nation  Representative  Ray 
Flalbritter . 

Page  2,  Grants,  October  11,  1996 

The  quarterly  grant  amount  for  each  school  district  is  based  on  a 
calculation  that  factors  in  the  cumulative  acreage  of  reservation  land 
which  the  Nation  has  reacquired  in  that  school  district  as  of  the  first 
day  of  the  applicable  quarter.  A flat  rate  of  3 percent  annualized  figure 
is  applied  to  the  land  value.  The  amount  is  then  divided  by  4 to 
determine  the  quarterly  grant  amount  to  each  school  district.  Payments  to 
each  district  are  made  within  30  days  after  the  beginning  of  each  quarter. 
The  rate  doubles,  and  in  some  cases  nearly  triples,  the  value  of  revenues 
that  would  have  been  due  as  property  taxes  on  lands  the  Nation  has 
reacquired  in  those  school  district  areas. 

The  Nation  created  the  Education  Grants  program  last  January  because  of 
its  deep  belief  that  its  children  and  the  children  of  its  neighbors  should 
receive  the  highest  quality  education  possible.  To  assist  Oneida  Members 
and  the  local  communities  in  achieving  this  goal,  the  Nation  established 
these  voluntary  grants,  which  each  school  district  uses  completely  at  its 
own  discretion,  to  provide  financial  aid  directly  to  schools  in  Oneida  and 
Madison  Counties. 

Since  the  inception  of  the  Nation's  Silver  Covenant  Chain  Education 
Grants  program,  Vernon-Verona-Sherrill  School  District  has  received  $120, 
279.90;  Oneida  City  School  District  has  received  $15,621;  Canastota 
Central  School  District  has  received  $6,297;  Stockbridge  Valley  Central 
School  District  has  received  $3,171;  and  Cazenovia  Central  School  District 
has  received  $51.48. 

For  more  information  contact  Ken  Zeszutko,  media  coordinator, 

Oneida  Nation  Communications  Department,  (315)  361-7896  or  send  email  to 
umstead@oneida- nation . org. 

"RE : Nez  Perce  Flousing  Job"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Oct  1996  10:25:58  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Meredith  Wilson  <mwilson@lcsc . edu> 

Sub j : job  announcement 

UUCP  email 

To  anyone  interested  in  this  job  opportunity,  please  reply  to  the  address 
listed.  Thank  you. 


Executive  Director 


Nez  Pence  Tribal  Housing  Authority 

Full  time  position  to  administer  the  development  and  management  of  new 
and  existing  HUD  housing  on  the  Nez  Perce  Reservation.  This  position 
includes  vacation,  sick  leave,  medical  insurance,  all  Federal  and  Tribal 
holidays,  plus  regular  training  opportunities.  Must  have  a Bachelors 
Degree  in  either  Public  Housing,  Business  Administration  or  equivalent 
training/experience  in  same  field  of  work.  Minimum  five  years  work 
experience  in  related  position  required  with  emphasis  on  financial 
management,  resident/tenant  relationships,  collection  of  tenant/resident 
accounts  receivable,  personnel,  contract  administration  and  maintenance 
of  structures.  Experience  in  residential  housing  development  and 
rehabilitation  is  desirable.  Applicant  must  be,  computer  literate; 
familiar  with  the  Trust  Relationship  which  exist  between  the  Nez  Perce 
Tribe  and  the  U.  S.  Government;  have  a valid  drivers  license  and  be 
insurable;  possess  excellent  verbal  and  written  communication  skills  and 
be  a "team  player"  committed  to  the  improvement  of  housing  and  economic 
conditions  for  Indian  people  living  on  or  near  the  Nez  Perce 
reservation.  Salary  - DOQ.  Position  is  open  until  filled,  please  send 
resume  and/or  TERO  application  or  Standard  Form  121  and  three  letters  of 
reference  to: 

Nez  Perce  Tribal  Housing  Authority 
c/o  Dulian  Mathews,  Administrative  Manager 
Nez  Perce  Tribe 
Box  365 

Lapwai,  Idaho  83540 

Further  information  may  be  obtained  by  contacting  the  Nez  Perce  Tribal 
Housing  Authority  at  (208)  843-2229.  Indian  Preference  will  apply. 

"RE : EPA  lobs"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Oct  1996  15:12:02  -0400 

From:  ALAN  MOOMAW  <MOOMAW. ALAN@EPAMAIL . EPA. GOV > 

Sub j : 2 3ob  Vacancies  with  EPA  Region  10  (Seattle) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-WORK  <NAT-W0RK@VM1 . CC . UAKRON . EDU> 

lob  Line  Phone  Numbers  and  Internet  Addresses 

Region  10' s job  line  number  is  206-553-1240.  Please  call  the  jobline  to 
leave  your  name  and  address  and  request  copy  of  the  announcement  to 
be  mailed  to  you.  Our  Internet  address  is 

http://www.epa.gov/regionl0/www/jobs.htm  . Positions  which  are 
advertised  to  candidates  outside  EPA  are  listed  with  the  U.S.  Office  of 
Personnel  Management  (OPM).  Their  job  line  number  is  206-553-0888. 

OPM's  Internet  address  is  http://www.usajobs.opm.gov  or  their  dial  in 
number  is  912-757-3100. 

96-27 (MP)  - Open:  10/24/96  Closed:  11/7/96 
EPS,  GS-028-11/12 

Office  of  Ecosystems  and  Communities 

ONE  VACANCY  - POSITION  WILL  BE  BASED  IN  EITHER  SEATTLE,  WA 
OR 

PORTLAND,  OR 

VACANCY  REOPENED  TO  INCLUDE  PORTLAND  SITE  - PREVIOUS 
APPLICANTS  NEED  NOT  REAPPLY 

The  incumbent  identifies  significant  aquatic  resource  problems  that  exist 
or  occur  on  the  main  stem  Columbia  River  and  its  major  tributaries  and 
facilitates  appropriate  EPA  involvement  in  resolution.  Specific  duties 
include:  assures  attainment  of  water  quality  standards  on  the  Columbia 
River  main  stem  and  major  tributaries,  particularly  those  standards 
important  for  salmon;  assures  water  quality,  quantity,  aquatic  species, 
and  other  environmental  concerns  are  adequately  addressed  in  FERC 
licensing/relicensing  decisions;  assures  that  EPA  activities  and  priorities 
related  to  the  Columbia  River  and  its  major  tributaries  are  communicated 
to  the  state  environmental,  health  and  agricultural  agencies  as  part  of  the 
Performance  Partnership  Agreement  process.  This  position  has  no 


contract  management  duties. 


96-34(MP)  - Open:  10/24/96  Closed:  11/7/96 
Public  Affairs  Officer,  GS-1035-9/11 
Office  of  External  Affairs 

Develops  and  coordinates  the  overall  Public  Information  Center  (PIC) 
activities;  responsible  for  developing  the  strategic  plans  to  meet 
long/short  term  PIC  goals  including  strategic  data  gathering  and  training 
staff  on  technical  research;  performs  contract  and  grant  project  officer 
responsibilities  and  provides  publication  services  to  the  region;  actively 
pursues  contacts  with  outside  members  of  various  constituents  in  order 
to  improve  communications  with  the  public,  regulated  communities,  media, 
schools,  interest  groups,  etc.;  participates  and  is  an  active  member  of 
various  external  committees  representing  the  agency  in  providing 
information  and  is  the  direct  contact  person  for  Region  10;  serves  as  the 
regional  office  liaison  to  the  Consumer  Products  Round  Table,  Water 
Weeks  Board,  Salmon  Homecoming,  the  Seattle  Washington  Information 
Council  and  others;  makes  presentations  to  public  groups  on 
environmental  protection  issues  at  various  meetings  and  workshops  and 
to  students  in  classrooms;  directs  and  coordinates  publication  services 
to  the  public,  private  organizations,  governmental  offices  and  regional 
staff. 


"RE : Poem:  Togetherness"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Sep  1996  09:08:13  -0400 

From:  "David  B.  Bowden"  <dbbowden@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Togetherness 

UUCP  email 

Togetherness 

The  togetherness  we  bring  to  each  other. 

Caring  and  sharing  of  our  hearts  as  one. 

As  we  walk  the  path  of  life. 

Together  the  way  is  clear. 

The  road  is  long  and  weary. 

Many  trials  lie  just  ahead. 

True  trust  is  hard  to  find. 

But  together  the  way  is  clear. 

May  we  all  find  peace  as  one. 

Our  breaths  sharing  in  unity  of  all. 

May  our  hearts  be  open  always. 

Together  the  way  is  clear. 

David 


"RE;  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/10/21  03:31 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  November  3-9 

NOWEMAPA 

(November) 

(Welehu) 

3 

Give  others  the  praise  you  would  covet  for  yourself. 


4 

Time  is  our  enemy  only  if  we  make  it  so. 

5 

Pele's  glory  blazes  across  the  night  sky. 

6 

Our  joys  and  our  sorrows  come  from  within,  not  from  those  around  us. 

7 

Make  your  opportunities  --  do  not  wait  for  them. 

8 

Wherever  you  are,  let  your  spirit  dwell  in  the  wilderness. 

9 

Spend  each  day  well  --  once  gone,  it  cannot  be  reclaimed. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  31  October  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Tue,  22  Oct  1996  06:37:30  GMT 
From:  sahtu@aol.com 

Sub j : Native  American  Fleritage  Week  - San  lose  State  University 

Eagle  Spirit  and  AISES  (San  lose  State  Univ  Student  Assns)  present: 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  HERITAGE  WEEK 
Friday  Nov.  1:  KICKOFF  CELEBRATION  CONCERT 
Featuring:  Swift  Cloud  drum  circle.  Acoustic  Paradise,  Ho  Kahey 
7:00  - 10:00pm,  S3SU  Music  Concert  Hall,  Music  Building 
Live  Broadcast  on  90.5  KS3S 

* Monetary  and  canned  good  donations  requested 
Monday  Nov.  4:  Science  & Engineering 

Panel  Discussion:  Retaining  Cultural  Values  In  a High  Tech  Industry 
Panelists:  Randy  Pico  & Sam  Sekaquaptewa 
11:00am  - 1:00pm,  Student  Union  Ballroom. 

Tuesday  Nov.  5:  Culture  & Sovereignty 
Holocaust  Exhibit  & Panel  Discussion:  History  and  Culture  of  the  Native 
Peoples  as  Portrayed  In  the  Holocaust  Exhibit 
Panelists:  Roberto  Ramirez  & A1  Cross 
Also:  Anthropology  Panel  Discussion 
11:00am  - 1:00pm,  Student  Union  Ballroom. 

Wednesday  Nov.  6:  Health  & Welfare 
Panel  Discussion:  Diabetes;  HIV/AIDS;  Alcohol  Use,  Abuse,  and 
Rehabilitation;  Domestic  Violence;  and  Tobacco  Use  and  Abuse 
Panelists:  Dr.  Chris  Mele,  Elizabeth  Morillo,  Leah  Mata-Dale, 
and  Hank  LeBeau 

11:00am  - 1:00pm,  Student  Union  Ballroom. 

Thursday  Nov.  7:  Hollywood  Indian  & Media  Portrayals 
Panel  Discussion:  Native  American  Stereotypes;  Non-Native  Actors  Playing 
Native  Roles,  Etc. 

Panelists:  Dave  Yohn,  Diane  Way,  "Buddy"  Butter 
11:00am  - 1:00pm,  Student  Union  Ballroom. 

Friday  Nov.  8:  Red  Earth  Celebration  Day 

Outreach  to  High  School  Students:  Financial  Aid,  Admissions  Procedures, 
Program  Offerings. 

10:00am  - 11:00am 

REGALIA  FASHION  SHOW  Featuring  Mary  Youngblood,  traditional  flutes 


Program  details  subject  to  change. 


Please  call  408/271-9752  for  more  information. 
Special  thanks  to: 

Campus  Climate 
Associated  Students 
San  Dose  Indian  Center 
San  Dose  State  University 
Printing  and  Graphics  Solutions 


Date:  Tue,  22  Oct  1996  06:37:18  GMT 
From:  sahtu@aol.com 

Sub j : Honoring  Our  Native  American  Veterans 

Honoring  Our  Native  American  Veterans 
1st  Annual  Native  American  Street  Festival 
Friday,  November  1,  1996 
9:30  a.m.  - 5:00  p.m. 

Oakland  Federal  Building 
1301  Clay  Street 
Oakland,  California 

Come  & join  the  San  Francisco/Oakland  Bay  Area  community  in  honoring  our 
Native  American  veterans.  Christmas  is  just  around  the  corner  so  buy  your 
gifts  early  for  your  loved  ones  & give  to  the  less  fortunate. 

Activities  will  include: 

Honoring  Veteran  Ceremony 
InterTribal  Dancing 
Traditional  & Contemporary  Music 
Traditional  Dance  Performances 
Native  American  Films 
Local  Speakers 

Display  of  Native  American  Artifacts 

Food  Vendors 

Arts  & Crafts  Vendors 

Native  American  Organizations 

Canned  Food  & Toy  Drive 

For  more  information,  contact  Brandan  Blackburn,  National  Service 
Officer  for  Disabled  American  Veterans  @ (510)  834-2921  or  Maria 
Spencer,  Youth  Prevention  Coordinator  for  Circle  of  Strength  Program 
@ (415)  865-0964 


Circle  of  Strength 

Native  American  Healthy  Nations  Initiative 
333  Valencia  Street,  Suite  101 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
Phone:  415.865.0964 
Fax:  415.865.5428 

LEAD  AGENCY 

Friendship  House  Association  of  American  Indians,  San  Francisco 
ADVISORY  COUNCIL 

AI  Child  Resource  Center 
AI  Family  Healing  Center 

AI  Graduate  Program/NA  Studies  - University  of  California  at  Berkeley 

Center  for  AI  Research  & Education 

Friendship  House  Association  of  AI 

Four  Winds  Lodge 

Intertribal  Friendship  House 

Oakland/SF  NA  Health  Center 

Three  Rivers  Lodge 

United  Indian  Nations 


Date:  Thu,  24  Oct  1996  21:33:00  GMT 
From:  sahtu@aol.com 

Sub j : 21st  Annual  American  Indian  Film  Festival  - SF,  CA 


21st  Annual  American  Indian  Film  Festival 
Sponsor:  American  Indian  Film  Institute 


Founder/Director : Michael  Smith 
Info: 


Phone:  415/554-0525 
Fax:  415/554-0542 

Email:  aifisf@aol.com 
NATIVE  AMERICAN  SCREENWRITER'S  FORUM 


Wednesday,  November  6 - Thursday,  November  7,  1996 

First  Unitarian  Church 

1187  Franklin  Street 

San  Francisco  CA 

Presentors : 

Greg  Sarris  (Grand  Avenue)  writer/producer,  LA 
Michael  Doxtater  (Stick)  writer/producer,  Ohsweken,  Ont 
Valerie  Redhorse  (Looks  Into  the  Night)  writer/actress,  LA 
Fundamentals  of  Screenwriting:  Joe  Bratcher,  LA 

Cost:  $105.00.  Open  to  all  screen  writers  and  would  be  screen  writers. 
Registration  open  to  the  general  public. 

FESTIVAL  TICKETS 


Nov  7 Free  (Tx  at  Palace  Box  Office) 

Nov  8,9  $7 

Nov  11  $5 

Nov  12,13,14  $6/$5 

Nov  16,17  $5 

Tickets  are  available  at  all  venue  box  offices  60  minutes  prior  to  listed 
screening  times. 

SCHEDULE 


Thursday,  November  7,  1996 ; 7:30pm 
Palace  of  Fine  Arts 
3301  Lyon  Street 
San  Francisco 

Grand  Avenue  (by  writer  Greg  Sarris. Intro  by  Greg  Sarris.Cast  invited.) 
Dan  Sackiem  USA 


Friday,  November  8,  1996;  7:30pm 
Palace  of  Fine  Arts 
3301  Lyon  Street 
San  Francisco 

A Nation  is  Coming  (with  Michael  Greyeyes) 

24m  Kent  Monkman  Canada 
Looks  Into  the  Night 

37m  Lorraigne  Norrgard  USA 
Forgotten  Warriors 

51m  Loretta  Todd  Canada 

Power  (Hydro  Quebec  vs.  Cree  of  Northern  Quebec) 
76m  Magnus  Isacsson  Canada 


Saturday,  November  9,  1996;  7:30pm 
Palace  of  Fine  Arts 
3301  Lyon  Street 
San  Francisco  CA 

Back  to  Turtle  Island 
25m  Byron  Mckim  Canada 
AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOTION  PICTURE  AWARDS 


Entertainment  by  Pamyua,  Yup'ik  Eskimo  foursome  from  Anchorage  AK. 
The  Song  of  Hiawatha  (World  Premiere) 

114m  Jeffrey  Shore  Canada 

Starring:  Graham  Greene,  Litefoot,  Irene  Bedard, 

Sheila  Tousey,  Adam  Beach,  Gordon  Tootoosis,  and  Russell  Means. 


Monday,  November  11,  1996;  11:00am 
UA  Emerybay  Theaters 
6330  Christie  Street 
Emeryville  CA 


Voices  From  the  Talking  Stick 


20m  Todd  Tyanm  Canada 
Ladies  of  the  Inlet 

27m  Annie  Frazier  Henry 
Huchoosedah:  Traditions  of  the  Heart 
56m  Katie  Dennings  USA 
Your  Humble  Serpent 

70m  Gary  Rhine  USA/Canada 
Forgotten  Warriors 

51m  Loretta  Todd  Canada 
Warriors'  Song 

60m  Vladan  Mijailovic  USA 


Tuesday,  November  12,  1996;  6:00pm 
AMC  Kabuki  Theatres 
1881  Post  Street 
San  Francisco  CA 

Women  and  Men  Are  Good  Dancers 
6m  Arlene  Brown  USA 
Video  Book 

10m  Beverly  Singer  USA 
Story  of  Light 

20m  Ivica  Bilich  USA 
Keetowah  Come  Home 
26m  Larry  Foley  USA 
Beyond  Reservation  Road 
26m  George  Burdeau  USA 
0 ' Siem 

53m  Gillian  Darling  Kovanic  Canada 
Drum  Making 

29m  Gilles  Tasse-LaFountaine  Canada 
Poisoning  Paradise 

42m  Barb  Allard,  Kelly  Reinhardt  Canada 


Wednesday,  November  13,  1996;  6:00pm 
AMC  Kabuki  Theatres 
1881  Post  Street 
San  Francisco  CA 

No  More  Secret 

23m  Loretta  Todd  Canada 
Echoes  of  the  Sisters 

24m  Richard  Hersley  Canada 
A Mother ' s Choice 

26m  Peter  von  Puttkamer  Canada 
Return  of  the  Native 
21m  Sam  Hurst  USA 
Sweat 

27m  Valentina  Lopez-Firewalks  USA 
It  Can't  Rain  All  the  Time 
35m  Lance  Richmond  USA 
First  Nation  Blue 

48m  Daniel  Prouty  Canada 


Thursday,  November  14,  1996;  6:00pm 
AMC  Kabuki  Theatres 
1881  Post  Street 
San  Francisco  CA 

The  Eagle  and  the  Raven 

60m  Vladan  Mijailovic  USA 
Real  Indian 

7m  Malinda  Maynor  USA 
The  Land  is  Ours 


57m  Laurence  Goldin  USA 
Silencing  the  Guns 

86m  Arthur  Lamothe  Canada 


Saturday,  November  17,  1996;  10:30am 
Los  Gatos  Cinemas 
41  N.  Santa  Cruz  Avenue 
Los  Gatos  CA 

SPECIAL  Native  American  Dance  Exhibitions 
Heart  of  the  People 

58m  Peter  von  Puttkamer  Canada 
The  Song  of  Hiawatha 

114m  Jeffrey  Shore  Canada 


Sunday,  November  18,  1996;  10:30am 
Los  Gatos  Cinemas 
41  N.  Santa  Cruz  Avenue 
Los  Gatos  CA 

The  Point:  Legacy  of  River  People 
60m  Peter  Monahan  USA 

Porno  Basketweavers : A Tribute  to  Three  Elders 
59m  David  Ludwig,  producer  USA 
Rabbit  Boss 

27m  Mark  Gandolfo,  Tom  King,  JoAnne  Peden  USA 
Artistry,  Spirit,  and  Beauty:  Great  Basin  Weavers 
29m  Creel  Snider  USA 
Stewart  Indian  School 
30m  Creel  Snider  USA 


Date:  25  Oct  1996  20:20:20  GMT 

From:  jariggen@wheel.dcn.davis.ca.us  (jaxun) 

Sub j : D-QU  Veterans  Pow  Wow 

Announcing  D-Q  University's  Veterans  Pow  Wow,  being  held  Saturday 
November  9,  1996.  This  event  is  being  sponsored  by  Rumsey  Rancheria  and 
presented  by  the  students  of  D-Q  University.  This  announcement  is  also 
featured  on  the  D-Q  University  website,  at: 

(http ://dcn.davis.ca . us/~jariggen/dqhome. html) 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Date:  November  9,  1996 
Time.  . . 

Open  Gourd  Dancing  6PM  - 7 PM 

Grand  Entry  & Powwow  7PM  - 12  AM 

Location . . . 

Seven  miles  west  of  Davis  from  Route  113.  Exit  on  County  Road  31,  or 
approximately  four  miles  east  of  Winters  exit  from  1-505  on  County  Road  31. 
Public  Info . . . 

This  event  is  open  to  the  public. 

The  pow  wow  is  in  the  Cultural  Arts  Building.  Free  parking  and  entrance. 
Rules  for  taping  and  photographing  will  be  posted  at  the 
information  booth. 

Please  bring  your  own  folding  chairs  for  your  convenience  and  comfort. 
There  will  be  food  booths  and  more  than  25  vendors  with  all  types 
of  Native  American  handcrafted  items,  jewelry  and  art. 

This  is  an  alcohol-  and  drug-free  event. 


Date:  23  Oct  1996  19:19:25  -0700 

From:  mccoyd@netgate.net 

Sub j : Open  House  in  San  lose,  CA. 


The  American  Indian  Center  of  Santa  Clara  Valley,  Inc. 


warmly  invites  you  to  attend  the  Sixth  Annual  Cultural 
Arts  Exhibit  in  celebration  of  Native  American  Month. 

Open  House  reception  will  be  held  November  1,  1996 
in  the  front  lobby  of  the  American  Indian  Center, 

919  The  Alameda,  San  Dose,  CA  from  4 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 

Featured  will  be  Native  American  Artists  and 

Authentic  Crafts.  Exhibitors  of  Intertribal  Representation 

are:  David  Mejia,  Cora 

Clara  Standing  Elk,  Lakota 
Bill  Payer,  Ho-Chunk 
Lloyd  Escobar,  Esselen 

Come  and  join  the  local  Native  American  Community 
in  Honor  and  Celebration  of  Native  American  Month 
this  November  with  traditional  dances  and  foods. 

for  more  information,  please  call  (408)  971-9622 

Sponsored  by  the  City  of  San  Dose  Fine  Arts  Commission  and  AICSCVI 


Date:  28  Oct  1996  21:19:07  -0500 
From:  nassawango@aol.com  (Nassawango) 

Sub j : Occaneechi  Fall  Festival 

The  Occaneechi  Band  of  the  Saponi  Nation  will  hold  it's  first  Fall 
Festival  Saturday,  November  9,  at  Pleasant  Grove  Elementary  School,  (off 
N.C.  119  on  Pleasant  Grove  Union  School  Rd)  9 miles  north  of  Mebane, 

North  Carolina.  Grounds  open  at  10  AM,  Grand  entry  at  noon.  Festival 
ends  at  dark.  Admission  $2,  seniors  and  under  12  free.  Head  drum:Eagle 
Spirit  Singers  (Catawba),  MC:  Dim  Chavis.  Come  join  the  Occaneechi  for  an 
afternoon  of  dance,  music,  native  food  and  crafts,  as  we  celebrate  the 
harvest  season.  For  more  info  call  the  tribal  office  at  919-304-3723,  or, 
Dohn  Blackfeather  Deffries  at  919-732-8512. 
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Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Brian  Hauk,  Danet  Smith,  Robert  Bropho(Public  Proclamation),  Larry  Kibby, 
Cherokee  Elders  Council  via  Marvin  and  Linda  Summerfield/Cherokee  Observer, 
Roberto  Rodriguez  & Patrisia  Gonzales/Latino  Spectrum  via  Carol  Liu, 
Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  via  Glen  Welker,  David  B.  Bowden,  Debra  F.  Sanders, 
Dan  Umstead,  Philip  Althouse(Press  Release),  Doanna  Nanake  Soto  Aviles, 

The  World  Organisation  Against  Torture,  Meredith  Wilson(Dob  Announcement), 
Alan  Moomaw(Dob  Announcement),  Dustice  for  Peltier(Call  for  Advocacy), 
Feather  Eaglerock,  Karen  D Gould,  dAVe  Burlingame,  National  Commission  for 
Democracy  in  Mexico,  USA),  Ann  Stewart 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  31  October  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Date:  Thu,  24  Oct  1996  18:35:10  -0700 

Sub j : Schedule  for  Giving  Voice  to  Silence  Tour  Oct.  28-Nov.  17 


From:  moonlight@igc . ape . org(National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico, USA) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico 
601  N.  Cotton  Street,  #A103 
El  Paso,  Texas  79902 
Phone/fax:  (915)  532-8382 
Email:  moonlight@igc.apc.org 

GIVING  VOICE  TO  SILENCE  TOUR 

The  extremely  dangerous  situation  which  exists  in  Mexico  continues  to  be 
inaccessible  to  the  majority  of  the  American  public  because  of  the 
disinterest  of  the  news  media.  When  there  is  no  information,  there  is 
little  hope  of  public  response  to  the  growing  U.S.  presence  and 
intervention . 

Cecilia  Rodriguez,  the  U.S.  representative  of  the  Zapatistas,  is  touring 
in  the  Northeast,  to  bring  attention  to  the  low-intensity  war  in  Mexico, 
and  its  implications  for  the  people  of  the  US.  The  Zapatistas  are  amongst 
the  first  indigenous  people  to  take  a stand  against  the  globalization 
policies  which  continue  to  devastate  the  environment,  the  economy  and  poor 
people  around  the  world. 

The  corrupt  party-state  government  of  Mexico  in  place  for  the  past  70 
years  continues  to  expand  a low-intensity  war  against  indigenous  people 
all  over  Mexico  and  uses  government  money  to  pay  for  sophisticated  public 
relations  campaigns  in  the  United  States.  It  is  a war  based  on  the 
interests  of  multi-nationals,  drug  traffickers  and  right-wing  paramilitary 
squads,  and  that  has  been  waged  with  military  equipment,  advisors  and 
training  from  the  United  States. 

Unless  significant  public  awareness  is  achieved  about  the  plight  and 
proposal  of  the  Zapatistas  for  change  in  Mexico,  a creeping  genocide  of 
indigenous  people  similar  to  that  which  took  place  in  Central  America  is 
inevitable. 

The  "Giving  Voice  To  Silence"  Tour  is  to  present  the  American  people  the 
viable  political  solution  which  the  Zapatistas  offer  to  resolve  Mexico's 
present  crisis.  It  will  inform  the  American  public,  and  arm  them  with 
the  knowledge  they  need  in  order  to  hold  political  leaders  accountable  for 
this  low-intensity  war. 

Please  contact  the  event  organizers  in  your  community,  and  plan  on 
attending  the  tour  events.  Help  break  the  silence  on  the  low-intensity 
war  in  Chiapas  and  US  involvement! 

October  28:  Hyannis  MA 

Contact:  Mary  Zepernick:  ph:  (508)398-1023 

October  30th  : Bard  College,  Annadale-aun-Hudson,  NY 

Contact:  Caylor  Roling,  (914)752-4568  or  ar374@bard.edu 

November  3rd  - 6th,  Albany,  NY 

Contact:  Cathy  Stanford  ph/fax  (301)593-7591 

November  7th,  Burlington,  Vermont 

Karen  Topper,  Vermont  Chiapas  Action  Network,  ph:  (802)223-4901  or 
vters4nica@igc . ape . org 

November  8th  - 9th,  Syracuse,  NY 

Contact:  Bill  Capowski:  ph:  (315)426-9823  or  wjcapows@syr.edu 
November  11th  , Vassar  College 

Contact:  Spence  Holeman,  ph:  (914)451-2201  or  jaholeman@vassar.edu 

November  12-17,  New  York  City 

Contact:  Pam  Galpern:  ph:  (212)473-3936 


RE:  Advocate  for  Peltier 


Date:  Wed,  23  Oct  1996  08:34:46  -0700 
From:  bear@epix.net  (Laura) 

Sub j : an  opportunity  to  advocate  for  Peltier 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Congress  is  "out  of  session",  and  the  politicians  are  spending  more  time 
in  "home  districts".  I received  a postcard  from  US  Senator  Specter  that 
he'd  be  in  my  area  for  an  "open  house"  type  meeting,  which  was  a terrific 
opportunity  to  publicly  promote  Leonard's  clemency  campaign. 

I'd  put  out  a request  for  help  on  a draft  statement,  had  immediate  and 
impressive  responses.  To  those  folks,  nya  weh,  for  the  encouragement, 
editing,  and  polishing  of  the  draft  statement.  Many  times  I have  taken 
on  one  fight  or  another,  and  felt  quite  alone  being  a solitary  voice. 

This  time,  my  voice  was  not  my  own,  and  that  made  it  much  stronger. 

Here's  how  the  open  house  went: 

The  room  was  small,  but  very  crowded,  hardly  even  standing  room.  Mr. 
Specter  spoke  for  about  10  or  15  minutes,  then  took  a "question  count"  to 
limit  questions.  Mine  was  one  of  13  hands  raised,  and  he  then  stated  he 
would  take  14  questions.  My  statement  was  the  14th.  He  was  a bit 
anxious,  because  I was  speaking  longer  than  most,  with  less  praise  for 
him  than  most,  and  toward  the  end  of  his  allotted  timeslot,  so  he  was 
already  itching  to  be  off  to  his  next  meeting.  However,  he  did  not 
interrupt  (except  to  deny  having  told  Anderson  there  was  no  interest  in 
Peltier,  so  whether  he  ever  said  that  or  not,  he  admits  now  at  least  that 
there  IS  widespread  interest).  I did  not  expect,  and  did  not  receive,  a 
positive  response  to  my  closing  question  about  his  support  for  Leonard; 
however,  as  my  friends  and  sons  who  attended  commented  on  afterward,  the 
room  became  NOTICEABLY  silent  as  I told  Leonard's  story.  I don't  think 
it'll  get  the  big  press  coverage  I was  hoping  for,  since  so  many  issues 
were  raised  and  the  papers  will  likely  do  a broad  brush  approach;  but  we 
had  people's  attention,  which  was  encouraging,  and  we  can  and  will  now 
follow  up.  I began  with  the  nuke  issue  because  that  is  the  fight  that 
has  gained  me  positive  recognition  in  my  community.  People  will  more 
likely  remember  what  they  heard  last,  anyway,  and  THAT  was  about  Leonard. 

The  statement  I read  follows,  please  feel  free  to  use  for  your  own 
letters  or  statements,  (especially  since  LPDC  has  announced  Intn'l  week 
of  Action  Nov  12-19),  and  followup  to  Specter  if  you  wish: 

to  Arlen  Specter,  21  October  1996,  at  the  Bradford  County  Courthouse 
(Towanda,  Pennsylvania) 

Thank  you  for  coming  to  Bradford  County  to  give  us  an  opportunity 
to  have  our  voices  heard.  Even  in  spite  of  the  overcast  skies,  I 
think  you  can  see  from  the  color  in  the  mountains  all  around  us  one 
of  the  many  reasons  why  I am  glad  to  call  this  area  my  home.  And 
so,  I appreciate  the  chance  to  speak  today  to  a representative  of 
the  U.S. government,  with  the  hope  that  you  share  my  determination 
to  protect  this  land  and  to  see  that  true  justice  is  upheld  for  all 

First,  a concern:  With  the  Atomic  Energy  Act  of  1954,  production 
and  use  of  nuclear  energy  was  mandated,  but  at  that  time,  those 
who  designed  the  act  failed  to  understand  or  satisfactorily  provide 
for  the  disposition  of  nuclear  waste. 

It  is  bitterly  ironic  now,  that  here  in  Bradford  County,  a person  must 
provide  a pre-approved  plan  guaranteeing  that  much  less  dangerous 
household  "waste"  will  be  properly  managed  before  they  can  build  a home, 
yet  we  as  a county,  who  generate  less  than  four  one/hundredths  of  ONE 
percent  of  our  state's  nuclear  waste,  face  the  possibility  of  housing 
several  states',  and  perhaps  the  country's  nuclear  waste,  because  the 
government  later  resolved  the  original  oversight  by  turning  responsibility 
over  to  the  states.  We  don't  like  it,  we  don't  deserve  it,  and  we  can't 
afford  it.  We  reject  the  short-term  financial  incentives  because  we  are 
appalled  by  the  long-term  degradation  to  our  environment. 

With  the  further  prospect  of  inter-state  trucking  of  radioactive  waste, 
regardless  of  the  remoteness  of  the  possibility,  there  is  still  the 
chance  of  an  American  Chernobyl  disaster.  Even  without  such  a 


catastrophe,  countless  families  country  and  worldwide  are  now  struggling 
with  the  consequences  of  an  experiment  in  the  use  of  our  depleted 
uranium  munitions  in  the  Gulf  War.  Studies  are  now  revealing  high 
increases  in  leukemia,  carcinoma,  cancers  of  the  lung  and  digestive 
systems,  congenital  diseases  and  deformities  in  fetuses,  attributed  to 
uranium  contamination. 

Coming  back  to  home,  some  of  our  ancestors  were  the  original  inhabitants 
here;  and  we  call  this  continent  Turtle  Island,  a name  given  with  love 
and  respect.  Many  of  the  descendants  are  locked  onto  reservations, 
where  they  are  also  struggling  in  the  face  of  vacillating  US  policies  in 
regard  to  Native  American  land  holdings:  their  lands  are  held  in  trust 
and  used  for  US  when  there  are  mining  or  other  benefits,  but  recognized 
as  "sovereign"  and  therefore  not  subject  to  US  environmental  standards 
and  protections  when  those  protections  would  get  in  the  way  of  the 
mining  or  nuclear  dumping.  They,  too,  are  being  pressured  to  take  on 
this  current  nuclear  nightmare,  not  of  their  design. 

I have  these  suggestions:  the  US  Government,  NOT  the  states,  and 
certainly  NOT  the  reservations,  must  (l)act  responsibly  regarding  the 
legacy  of  their  predecessors'  shortsighted  nuclear  policies,  (2)  manage 
nuclear  wastes  responsibly,  (3)  dispense  with  interminable  studies  in 
favor  of  immediate  and  drastic  source  reductions,  and  (4)  actively 
develop  alternative  technologies. 

I'd  like  to  conclude  with  another  topic,  and  a question,  which  also  has 
to  do  with  justice  in  this  nation.  Allow  me  to  sketch  the  context 
briefly: 

There  were  61  documented  homicides  of  American  Indian  Movement  people  on 
the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  the  early  1970' s.  This  was  during  the 
tenure  of  a "puppet"  reservation  leader,  Dick  Wilson,  supported  by  the 
FBI  and  allowed  to  be  outside  the  law.  In  1975,  he  signed  away 
reservation  lands  with  uranium  ore  to  the  US  Government.  At  the  same 
time,  back  on  the  rez,  two  FBI  agents,  supposedly  looking  for  a teenager 
who  had  stolen  cowboy  boots,  got  involved  in  a firefight  and  were 
killed.  Doe  Stuntz,  a young  native  resident,  was  also  killed.  Neither 
Doe  Stuntz  nor  the  61  other  homicide  cases  were  ever  seriously 
investigated,  but  Pine  Ridge  was  inundated  by  more  than  150  FBI  agents, 

BIA  police,  US  Marshals,  and  Wilson  GOON's,  pitted  against  30  men, 
women,  and  children.  Of  four  Native  men  who  were  accused,  two  were 
acquitted  on  grounds  of  self  defense,  and  another  was  released  so  the 
FBI  could  concentrate  on  the  fourth  man,  Leonard  Peltier,  who  had 
escaped  to  Canada  and  sought  political  asylum.  On  the  basis  of 
affidavits  that  have  now  been  legally  shown  to  have  been  coerced  and 
falsified  by  the  FBI,  Peltier  was  extradited,  convicted,  and  sentenced, 
by  a notoriously  anti-Native  judge,  to  two  consecutive  life  terms.  The 
judge  banned  self-defense  arguments  which  had  been  accepted  in  the 
companion  cases.  Falsified  FBI  ballistic  and  other  evidence  has  been 
amply  demonstrated  and  admitted.  Nevertheless,  Mr.  Peltier  languishes 
in  Leavenworth  over  twenty  years  later,  despite  world-wide  protests 
coming  from  such  sources  as  55  members  of  the  US  Congress,  Former  US 
Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark,  Former  Canadian  Justice  Minister  Warren 
Allmond,  the  European  Parliament,  Nelson  Mandela,  Desmond  Tutu,  & 

Rigoberta  Menchu.  The  US  now  has  the  unique  distinction  of  holding 
Amnesty  International's  #1  World  Wide  Political  Prisoner. 

With  due  respect.  Senator,  I recall  a lack  Anderson  article  of  about  a 
year  ago.  He  commented  on  your  commendable  role  in  the  investigation  of 
the  Randy  Weaver  case,  but  he  also  paraphrased  you  as  saying  that 
Peltier  isn't  generating  much  interest.  The  list  I just  read  would  seem 
to  belie  that,  however,  even  if  it  didn't,  I suggest  that  issues  of 
justice  should  not  be  dispensed  on  the  basis  of  popular  concern. 

Justice  for  one  is  justice  for  all. 

Finally,  I want  to  note  that  when  I wrote  to  you  some  time  ago,  you  did 
reply  on  September  3 that  you  would  investigate  further.  So  my  question 
to  you  today  is,  "What  have  you  learned,  and  do  you  now  support  the  huge 
public  petition  for  clemency  and  commutation  of  Leonard  Peltier's 
unjust  incarceration?" 


I appreciate  your  consideration  and  attention  to  these  issues. 

>>>>>>>  get  involved-learn  the  truth-spread  the  truth<<<<<<< 

>>>  JUSTICE  FOR  PELTIER-http://www. unicorn. net/peltier/<<< 

-  — "RE:  Leech  Lake  Recall  Vote"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Oct  1996  09:34:55  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet . com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub  j : Leech  Lake  Sec/Treas  Recall  Vote  -- 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NEWS  RELEASE  FROM  NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH 
AND  RESOURCE  CENTER 

Results  of  the  recall  referendum  on  secretary/treasurer  at  Leech  Lake 
Reservation : 

HE'S  OUT! 

Over  900  votes  cast  to  remove  Daniel  Brown  from  office.  With  approximately 
1100  votes  cast  in  the  10/22/96  recall  election,  the  Leech  Lake  people  have 
given  a resounding  affirmative  vote  to  government  reform. 

Brown  was  convicted  of  felony  charges  in  the  "Finngate"  Insurance  Scam  at 
Leech  Lake  Reservation.  Former  State  Senator  Harold  "Skip"  Finn  and  former 
Tribal  Chairman  Alfred  "Tig"  Pemberton,  also  convicted  in  the  insurance 
scam,  are  currently  serving  sentences  at  the  federal  prison  facility  in 
Duluth,  Minnesota. 

Charges  have  been  brought  by  the  Leech  Lake  people  against  District 
Representative  Myron  Ellis,  who  pleaded  guilty  to  charges  in  the  insurance 
scam,  and  served  nine  months  at  Leavenworth  federal  prison.  A public 
hearing  on  those  charges  has  been  set  for  December  2 at  10:00  in  the 
Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribal  Chambers  at  the  Facility  Center  in  Cass  Lake. 

Charges  have  also  been  filed  by  the  people  against  District  Representative 
Alfred  Fairbanks,  Jr.  No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Leech  Lake 
Reservation  Business  Council  on  those  charges/petitions.  Petitions  are 
currently  circulating  against  District  Representative. 

The  Tribal  Executive  Committee  (TEC)  of  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe  will 
meet  next  on  November  7 in  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribal  Chambers  at  the 
Facility  Center  in  Cass  Lake.  Included  on  the  agenda  for  that  meeting:  a 
resolution  provided  for  primary  elections  on  the  member  reservations . 

-  — "RE:  ICWA  Fight  to  Begin  Anew"  

Date:  Sun,  27  Oct  1996  13:06:37  -0600 
From:  karenjg@gnn.com  (Karen  J Gould) 

Sub j : ICWA  Fight  to  begin  anew 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Senator  McCain's  bill  amending  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  along  the 
lines  suggested  by  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  is  now 
officially  dead.  The  House  failed  to  pass  it  before  ending  the  legislative 
session  of  the  104th  Congress,  so  a new  bill  must  be  introduced  in  the 
105th  Congress. 

It  is  expected  that  Senator  McCain  will  do  this,  however  details  of  when, 
and  how  are  not  known. 

Senator  McCain's  bill  provided  for  timely  notice  of  tribes  when  an  Indian 
Child  is  being  placed  for  adoption  or  foster  care,  and  for  criminal 
penalties  for  lawyers  and  adoption  agencies  who  mis-represent  the  heritage 
of  an  Indian  Child  to  avoid  the  application  of  the  ICWA.  These  are 
important  improvements  in  the  ICWA,  and  should  be  included  in  any  new  bill 
introduced  in  the  105th  Congress. 

Many  people  also  would  like  to  see  a specific  prohibition  of  the  use  of 
the  "Existing  Indian  Family"  doctrine  in  any  new  bill  as  well.  This 
doctrine  has  been  used  by  the  courts  to  rule  that  the  ICWA  doesn't  apply 


to  children  who  are  not  part  of  an  "existing  indian  family."  Various 
definitions  of  an  "existing  indian  family"  have  been  used  in  such  cases; 
the  bill  introduced  by  Rep.  Pryce  would  have  codified  her  definition  of  an 
"existing  indian  family"  as  one  who  "maintains  significant  social, 
cultural,  or  political  ties  to  the  tribe  of  which  they  are  a member." 

(What  constituted  "significant...  ties"  was  left  to  the  imagination.)  This 
would  have  severely  weakened  the  ICWA,  as  well  as  being  a direct  assault 
on  tribal  sovereignty,  since  it  would  have  meant  that  a tribe  can't  even 
decide  for  themselves  who  is  and  who  isn't  a member  of  the  tribe. 

It  is  important  to  stay  updated  on  this  issue,  because  the  forces  who 
tried  to  weaken  both  the  ICWA  and  tribal  sovereignty  are  still  out  there, 
and  now  also  have  a chance  to  reintroduce  *their*  bill.  Representative 
Pryce  would  still  like  to  see  state  courts  given  the  power  to  determine 
who  is  and  who  isn't  an  "Indian  Child"  protected  under  ICWA. 

I will  send  more  information  about  plans  for  the  105th  Congress,  and  what 
supporters  of  the  ICWA  can  do  to  help,  as  soon  as  it  is  available!  (Which 
might  not  be  until  Danuary,  given  that  most  members  are  out  campaigning.) 

In  the  meantime,  I will  leave  the  information  regarding  the  recently 
deceased  bills  available  at  my  website: 

http : //members . gnn . com/ karen jg/ICWA_Info/ homepage . htm 

I would  also  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  call  for  comments  about  this 
issue,  these  bills  and  any  future  bills,  from  knowledgeable  individuals  or 
organizations  for  inclusion  in  the  site  when  it  is  updated. 

Karen  I.  Gould 

- "RE:  Cowlitz  Rebirth"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Oct  1996  23:02:24  -0700 
From:  davidb@spl.lib.wa.us  (dAVe  burlingame) 

Sub j : Cowlitz  rebirth:  2 Nov.  1996 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Klowhawya ! 

I am  dAVe  Burlingame,  Taitnapaum  Cowlitz,  of  the  family  Kinswa.  I am 
also  a Council  Member  of  the  Cowlitz  Indian  Tribe,  and  ally  myself  with 
the  Cowlitz  Indian  Peoples  Coalition.  Please  hear  my  words: 

I was  first  elected  to  Tribal  Council  in  1992,  and  every  day  since  that 
election  has  been  a trial.  Myself  and  my  sisters  and  brothers  from  other 
Cowlitz  families  have  tried  to  follow  a traditional  path,  the  path  trod  by 
our  Grandmothers  and  Grandfathers,  the  path  trod  by  our  Elders.  We  seek 
nothing  other  than  a reunification  of  our  people,  regardless  of  the 
barriers,  political  or  otherwise,  erected  first  by  the  nonhumans,  then  by 
our  own  people.  Try  as  we  might,  our  efforts  are  always  demonized  by  the 
fearful  and  ignorant.  We  speak  to  deaf  ears,  ears  that  have  already 
decided  our  motives  for  us,  ears  that  wrongly  assume  we  share  their  goals 
of  greed  and  power  and  green. 

The  time  has  come  to  put  an  end  to  their  reign,  to  take  the  power  from 
the  selfish  few  and  reshape  it  into  a tool  that  will  serve  all  the  people. 

All  Cowlitz  Tribal  members  and  their  families  are  invited  to  attend  the 
next  General  Council  meeting,  to  be  held  11a.m.,  November  2 at  the  Cowlitz 
Prairie  Grange  near  Toledo,  WA. 

All  other  interested  Native  parties  are  welcome  to  attend  a gathering 
outside  the  Cowlitz  Prairie  Grange,  same  date,  same  time.  We  will  have 
video  cameras  inside,  showing  those  not  participating  in  the  meeting  what 
exactly  is  being  done  to  satisfy  the  agendas  of  the  Inner  Circle,  to  the 
detriment  of  all  Cowlitz  Peoples.  We  will  have  songs,  we  will  show  that 
the  practice  of  violating  the  past,  present,  and  future  of  Cowlitz,  indeed 
of  all  Indian  Peoples,  is  at  an  end.  We  hope  our  friends  and  neighbors 
from  the  North,  East,  South,  and  West  will  stand  by  us,  just  as  we  hope  to 
be  able  to  stand  by  others  who  need  our  support. 

We  will  be  discussing  many  issues,  including  unconstitutional  actions 
taken  by  several  illegally  seated  Tribal  Council  and  Executive  Council 


members,  and  efforts  to  close  all  future  meetings  in  order  to  tighten  the 
already  strong  grip  the  Inner  Circle  has  on  the  general  membership,  a grip 
we  hope  is  beginning  to  loosen. 

It  is  time  for  us  to  break  free,  to  stand  together  as  Cowlitz  People,  to 
once  again  to  be  able  to  put  our  faith  in  others  that  will  truly  be 
representative  of  our  Tribe  as  a whole. 

The  Ashen  Bear  is  cornered.  We  need  to  dance  outside  his  cave,  to  draw  him 
into  the  open  so  that  we  might  put  an  end  to  his  tyranny.  He  has  terrorized 
our  people,  and  they  are  afraid  to  leave  their  longhouses.  We  need  to  take 
the  power  from  the  Ashen  Bear,  and  we  need  to  take  the  fear  from  our 
people,  so  that  we  all  can  dance  outside,  so  that  we  can  all  live  again  as 
one . 

When  we  forget  to  serve  our  land,  when  we  forget  to  serve  our  people,  we 
die . 

When  we  forget  Grandmother  and  Grandfather,  when  we  forget  our  Elders  and 
our  Children,  we  die. 

These  are  my  words.  I will  live  by  them,  and  I will  die  for  my  right  to 
speak  them. 

Thank  you  for  your  time. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  e-mail  or  call  me: 
davidb@spl . lib .wa . us 
206.255.7303  [h] 

386.4680  or 
4177  [w] 

All  My  Relations 
dAVe  Burlingame 
CIT/CIPC 
Unconquered . 


"RE : ELZN  is  not  Weak"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Oct  1996  00:26:40  -0700 

From:  moonlight@igc.apc.org  (National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico) 

Sub  j : EZLN  is  not  weak,  divided  nor  ready  to  give  up  its  arms 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

'THE  EZLN  IS  NOT  WEAK,  DIVIDED  NOR  READY  TO  GIVE  UP  ITS  ARMS" 

Subcomandante  Marcos  recently  traveled  to  San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas  to 
meet  with  the  COCOPA  in  regards  to  the  San  Andres  Dialogue.  In  well- 
publicized  interviews  with  several  major  television  networks,  several 
of  his  statements  were  badly  misrepresented . LIBERTAD  hereby  reviews  some 
of  the  more  salient  ones  in  order  to  dispel  confusion. 

THE  EZLN  WILL  NOT  BECOME  A POLITICAL  PARTY  NOR  WILL  ANY  OF  ITS  MEMBERS  RUN 
FOR  OFFICE  - In  reality,  Marcos  joked  about  the  absurdity  of  his  becoming 
governor  of  Mexico  City,  but  stated  clearly  that  the  EZLN  hopes  to  convert 
to  a "political  force"  in  obedience  with  the  wishes  of  civil  society.  The 
obstacle  to  this,  he  stated  was  that  the  EZLN  had  trained  to  make  war  and 
was  not  structured  to  carry  out  politics  on  a national  level.  Any 
possibility  of  the  EZLN  participating  in  elections  or  becoming  a political 
party  is  out  of  the  question. 

THE  PRINCIPAL  POLITICAL  0B3ECTIVES  OF  THE  EZLN  REMAIN  1)  TO  RESOLVE  THE 
NATIONAL  INDIGENOUS  QUESTION  2)  TO  OPEN  NON-PARTISAN  SPACES  OF  POLITICAL 
PARTICIPATION.  The  second  of  these  objectives  will  determine  the  future 
of  the  EZLN  as  a political  or  a military  force.  According  to  Marcos,  he 
has  information  about  the  development  of  other  armed  groups  in  Mexico  with 
no  relationship  to  the  EZLN.  This,  he  states,  manifests  the  severe  nature 
of  the  crisis  in  Mexico,  since  only  the  armed  struggle  appears  a viable 
alternative  to  many  people.  The  legitimacy  of  the  government,  he  stated, 
is  held  together  only  by  pins,  and  it  is  the  Federal  Army  which  begins  to 
fill  the  vacuum  in  order  that  the  system  not  fly  apart.  The  citizenry 
grows  more  frustrated  with  the  political  parties  and  social  desperation 
increases . 


THERE  IS  NO  DIVISION  AMONG  EZLN  COMMUNITIES  - Commander  Mario  Renan 
Castillo  of  the  7th  military  region  of  Chiapas  had  apparently  spread  the 
rumor  that  a week  before  members  of  the  EZLN  had  begun  shooting  at  one 
another.  The  rumor  apparently  did  more  to  destabilize  the  peso  than  it 
weakened  the  EZLN. 

THERE  IS  NO  DISPUTE  BETWEEN  THE  EZLN  AND  BISHOP  SAMUEL  RUIZ  - Marcos 
denounced  the  government's  clear  intent  to  set  the  CONAI  aside  by  ignoring 
any  proposals  from  the  CONAI  and  opening  direct  channels  with  the  EZLN. 

The  government  is  mistaken,  Marcos  stated,  if  it  believes  that  the 
indigenous  communities  would  be  willing  to  sign  a peace  agreement  "on  the 
head  of  Samuel  Ruiz". 

THE  COMMUNITIES  INSIST  ON  RESULTS  NOT  ON  A PEACE  DIALOGUE.  The 
communities,  in  view  of  the  intransigence  of  the  government  at  the 
negotiating  table,  are  returning  to  the  resolve  of  late  1993  before  the 
war.  They  do  not  insist  upon  the  EZLN's  presence  at  the  negotiating 
table,  but  upon  results  and  there  have  been  none  since  the  dialogue 
began.  The  government  believes,  says  Marcos,  that  if  it  prolongs  the 
negotiation  process  that  the  EZLN  will  surrender  and  accept  anything,  but 
what  is  happening  is  the  reverse.  The  EZLN  believes  the  dialogue  is  in  a 
definitive  crisis  and  all  the  negotiation  strategy  is  in  a final  crisis. 
What  is  needed  is  not  a change  in  personalities.  The  communities  do  not 
care  who  is  at  the  negotiating  table,  only  that  it  bring  results. 

Otherwise,  the  negotiation  will  be  null  and  void  as  were  the  ones  in 
early  1994. 


"RE : Environmental  Impact  Statement"  

Date:  Fri,  25  Oct  1996  16:30:32  GMT 
From:  kibbey@sierra . net  (Larry  Kibbey) 

Sub j : Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  marina  (Washington  state) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Notice  of  Availability  of  a Supplemental  Final  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  for  the  Proposed  Swinomish  Marina,  LaConner, 
Washington 

AGENCY:  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Interior. 

ACTION:  Notice. 


SUMMARY:  The  Supplemental  Final  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (SFEIS) 
for  the  proposed  Swinomish  Marina  at  LaConner,  Washington,  is  now 
available  for  public  review. 

DATES:  A Record  of  Decision  will  be  issued  after  November  24,  1996. 
Public  comments  will  be  accepted  by  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
and  the  Swinomish  Indian  Tribal  Community,  pursuant  to  the  Section  10/ 
404  and  Swinomish  Tribal  Coastal  Zone  Management  Permit  applications, 
until  November  18,  1996. 

ADDRESSES:  Comments  on  the  Section  10/404  Permit  application  may  be 
addressed  to  Mr.  lack  Gossett,  Project  Manager,  Regulatory  Branch,  U.S. 
Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  P.O.  Box  C-3755,  Seattle,  Washington  98124- 
2255.  Comments  on  the  Swinomish  Tribal  Coastal  Zone  Management  Permit 
application  may  be  sent  to  the  Natural  Resources  Manager,  Planning 
Department,  Swinomish  Tribal  Community,  P.O.  Box  817,  LaConner, 
Washington  98257. 

Copies  of  the  SFEIS  are  available  for  review  at  (1)  the  Office  of 
the  Portland  Area  Director,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  911  NE  11th 
Avenue,  Portland,  Oregon  97232-4169;  (2)  the  Puget  Sound  Agency,  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs,  3006  Colby  Avenue,  Everett,  Washington  98201;  and 
(3)  the  Swinomish  Office  of  Planning  and  Community  Development, 
Swinomish  Indian  Tribal  Community,  950  Moorage  Way,  LaConner, 

Washington  98257.  A limited  number  of  individual  copies  of  the  SFEIS 
may  also  be  obtained  from  this  last  address,  or  by  calling  that  office 
at  (503)  466-3163. 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  Mr.  Him  LeBret,  Team  Leader, 

Resources,  Environmental  and  Regulatory  Compliance,  Portland  Area 
Office,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  911  NE  11th  Avenue,  Portland,  Oregon 
97232-4169,  telephone  (503)  231-6749,  FAX  (503)  231-2275. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  The  Swinomish  Indian  Tribal  Community  is 
proposing  to  develop  a 1200  slip  salt  water  marina  and  related  upland 
support  facilities  on  the  Swinomish  Indian  Reservation  in  Skagit 
County, 
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Washington.  The  purpose  of  the  project  is  to  establish  an  economic  base 
for  the  Swinomish  Indian  Tribe,  meet  regional  demands  for  boat  moorage, 
and  restore  historic  intertidal  habitat  conditions.  The  proposed 
development  is  situated  along  the  western  shore  of  the  Swinomish 
Channel,  immediately  south  of  State  Route  20.  The  239.8  acre  project 
site  is  comprised  of  three  elements:  (1)  the  marina  basin  (57.8  acres); 

(2)  the  wetland  mitigation  site  (62.8  acres);  and  (3)  the  upland 
commercial  site  (119.2  acres). 

The  project  involves  the  excavation  of  approximately  1,800,000 
cubic  yards  of  silty  sandy  material  from  existing  agricultural  fields 
and  from  4.9  acres  of  palustrine  wetlands.  The  excavated  material  will 
be  disposed  on  site  and  used  to  develop  the  upland  commercial  site.  The 
project  will  include  the  dredging  of  4.92  acres  and  filling  of  4.67 
acres  of  palustrine  wetland.  Mitigation  will  include  the  creation  of 
22.2  acres  of  new  intertidal  wetland  and  the  enhancement,  by 
reintroducing  tidal  conditions,  of  another  40.6  acres. 

This  document  is  supplemental  to  both  a Draft  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  (DEIS)  prepared  in  1987,  and  a supplement  to  the  1987  DEIS, 
prepared  in  1992  (SDEIS) . These  two  previous  documents  examined  a 
preferred  alternative  of  developing  a marina  within  a tidal  flat  on 
tribal  land,  a second  alternative  to  develop  a marina  on  the  site 
described  in  the  1996  document,  and  a third,  no  action  alternative.  The 
conclusion  reached  in  the  1992  SDEIS  was  to  pursue  as  " preferred ' ' the 
second  alternative,  and  abandon  the  plan  to  develop  the  tidal  flat  as 
described  in  the  original,  1987  DEIS.  The  net  effect  of  the  change  in 
alternatives  will  produce  approximately  62.8  acres  of  restored  wetland, 
tidal  flat  and  inter-tidal  habitat. 

This  notice  is  published  pursuant  to  1501.7  of  the  Council  on 
Environmental  Quality  Regulations,  40  CFR  parts  1500-1508,  implementing 
the  procedural  requirements  of  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  of 
1969,  as  amended  (42  USC  4371  et.  seq.).  Department  of  the  Interior 
Manual  (516  DM  106),  and  is  in  the  exercise  of  authority  delegated  to 
the  Assistant  Secretary- -Indian  Affairs  by  209  DM  8. 

Dated:  October  18,  1996. 

Ada  E.  Deer, 

Assistant  Secretary--Indian  Affairs. 

[FR  Doc.  96-27399  Filed  10-24-96;  8:45  am] 

BILLING  CODE  4310-02-P 

- "RE:  A Hero's  Voice"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Oct  1996  22:16:20  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : A Hero's  Voice 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NEWS  RELEASE  NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH  AND 
RESOURCE  CENTER 

Milles  Lacs  Band  of  Ojibwe  releases  first-of -its-kind  comic  book  to 
elementary  schools  statewide 

Onamia,  Minnesota--Heroes  don't  always  wear  long  capes  and  jump  tall 
building,  many  times,  they  are  real-life  people  who  become  heroes  by 
saving  a culture,  being  spiritual  leaders  or  fighting  for  the  rights  of 
their  people.  These  are  heroes  whose  stores  aren't  told  in  comic  books  - 


until  now. 

The  Mille  Lacs  Band  of  Ojibwe  announced  today  the  statewide  release 
of  A Hero's  Voice,  a 24-page  comic  book  with  original  artwork  and 
storyline.  Through  the  voice  of  a wise  grandfather,  the  comic  book  tells 
the  story  of  six  Ojibwe  leaders  who  have  shaped  the  history  of  the  Mille 
Lacs  Band  in  Northern  Minnesota.  It  carries  an  important  message  for  both 
Indian  and  non-Indian  students. 

"This  comic  book  brings  together  language,  culture,  history  and 
pride  - aspects  of  Ojibwe  education  that  we  want  our  children  to  start 
taking  to  heart  at  an  early  age,"  said  Mille  Lacs  Band  Chief  Executive 
Marge  Anderson. 

The  Mille  Lacs  Band  released  the  immensely  popular,  award-winning 
video,  the  Woodlands:  The  Story  of  the  Mille  Lacs  Ojibwe  in  1994.  That 
was  geared  toward  high  school  students,  while  the  comic  books  brings  the 
same  type  of  important  historical  lessons  to  the  younger  students. 

A Hero ' s Voice 

The  Milles  Lacs  Band  distributed  A Hero's  Voice  [this  week]  to  fifth 
-grade  teachers  in  all  of  Minnesota's  public  and  private  schools.  A 
teacher's  guide  is  available  with  the  comic  book,  to  help  teachers 
integrate  these  important  historical  messages  about  history  and  heroes  into 
their  curricula.  While  it  is  designed  for  use  in  primary  and  intermediate 
schools,  it  is  especially  appropriate  for  fifth-grade  students. 

The  early  reviews  from  some  11-year-olds  had  their  parents  - who  have 
seen  the  comic  book  have  been  positive.  "I  liked  that  you  don't  have 
to  have  special  powers  to  be  brave,"  said  Melissa  Boyd,  a Mille  Lacs  Band 
member  and  student  at  McGregor  public  school.  "And  I like  that  girls  can 
be  heroes. 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  AisesNet,  NATIVELIT  & NATIVE-L 
list servers;  Newsgroups : ape . indig. info , soc . culture . native , alt . native; 

UUCP  & genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"You  tell  us  that  baptism  is  absolutely  necessary  to  go  to  heaven. 

If  there  were  a man  so  good  that  he  had  never  offended  Godj  and  if  he 
died  without  baptisrrij  would  he  go  to  hell,  never  having  given  offense  to 
God?  If  he  goes  to  hell,  then  God  must  not  love  all  good  people  since 
He  throws  one  into  the  fire." 

"You  teach  us  that  God  existed  before  the  creation  of  heaven  and  earth. 

If  He  didj  where  did  He  live  since  there  was  neither  heaven  nor  earth?" 
"You  say  that  the  angels  were  created  in  the  beginning  of  the  world  and 
that  those  who  disobeyed  were  cast  into  hell.  How  can  that  be  S0j  since 
you  say  the  angels  sinned  before  earth's  creation  and  hell  is  in  the 
depths  of  the  earth?" 

"You  declare  that  those  who  go  to  hell  do  not  come  out  of  itj  and  yet 
you  relate  stories  of  the  damned  who  have  appeared  in  the  world  --  how 
is  that  to  be  understood?" 

"Ahj  how  I would  like  to  kill  devilSj  since  they  do  so  much  harm!  But 
if  they  are  made  like  men  and  some  are  even  among  menj  do  they  still  feel 
the  fire  of  hell?  Why  is  it  that  they  do  not  repent  for  having  offended 
God?  If  they  did  repentj  would  God  be  merciful  to  them?  If  our  Lord  has 
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suffered  for  all  sinners,  why  do  not  they  receive  pardon  from  Him?" 

"You  say  that  the  virgin  mother  of  lesus  Christ  is  not  God  and  that  she 
never  offended  God.  You  also  say  that  her  son  has  redeemed  all  men  and 
atoned  for  all,  but  if  she  has  done  nothing  wrong,  her  Son  could  not 
redeem  her  nor  atone  for  her." 

Young  "savage"  seminarians,  12  - 15  years  old, 

to  the  Jesuit  father  Paul  Le  Jeune,  late  1630s 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

We  are  entering  a period  when  there  will  be  many  proclamations  of  good 
will  and  love,  often  wrapped  around  a plea  for  donations,  an  advertisement 
for  an  expensive  gift,  or  a political  agenda. 

We  are  entering  a time  when  this  land  of  religious  freedom  will,  by 
action  and  word,  make  it  clear  there  is  a vastly  preferred  way  of  belief. 

We  are  entering  a time  when  there  will  be  many  pretenders  of  good  and  few 
who  walk  the  walk. 


Look  about  you.  Help  your  elders  and  others  in  need,  as  you  should  have 
throughout  your  life;  and  know  that  Creator  counts  all  deeds  at  all  times. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

gars@netcom . com 
gars@juno.com 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@genie.com 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 
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"RE : Peltier  Update"  

Date:  Tue,  5 Nov  96  18:49:58  GMT 

From:  lpdc@idir.net  (Peltier  Defense  Committee) 

Sub j : URGENT-Peltier  Update  11-5-96 

Newsgroups : alt . native , soc . culture. native 

URGENT  UPDATE- -November  5th,  1996 

Harassment  continues!  Leonard  Peltier,  still  suffering  from  unsuccessful 
surgery  on  his  jaw  performed  months  ago,  has  been  assigned  a job  outside  of 
his  "light  duty"  health  requirements . 

Leonard  was  transferred  back  to  USP  Leavenworth  from  the  Medical  Center  at 
Springfield,  MO  where  he  refused  additional  medical  treatment.  Examining 
doctors  at  the  facility  had  differing  opinions  regarding  the  problem  with 
the  jaw  and  which  treatment  would  be  best.  Also,  Leonard  never  received  a 
copy  of  his  medical  records  and  therefore  could  not  use  the  information 
within  this  document  to  formulate  an  educated  decision  as  to  which  treatment 
would  best  suit  his  needs. 

Peltier  filed  a FOIA  request  in  an  attempt  to  secure  his  medical  file  but 
has  not  received  them  to  this  date.  He  continues  to  fight  for  this  important 
information . 

Leonard  continues  to  suffer  severe  soreness  in  his  jaw,  swelling  along  the 
side  of  his  face,  and  watery  eyes.  These  symptoms  make  his  new  job 
assignment  extremely  difficult.  Leonard  NEEDS  access  to  his  medical  records 
and  he  NEEDS  to  be  reassigned  to  a light  duty  job. 

Leonard's  safety  depends  on  YOU!  Please  help  protect  him! 

WRITE  PHONE  FAX 

Warden  True,  USP  Leavenworth,  Box  1000,  LVN,  KS  66048 
(913)  682-8700 

Kathleen  Hawk,  Bureau  of  Prisons,  Hole  Bldg,  320  1st  St  NW, 

Washington,  DC  20534 
(202)514-2000  fax  (202)514-6878 

Attorney  General  lanet  Reno,  Dept.  Of  Dustice,  10th  & Constitution, 

Washington,  DC  20530 

(202)  514-4371  fax  (202)514-4371 

"RE;  Indian's  Concept  of  Time"  

Date:  Mon,  04  Nov  96  12:05:30  EST 

From:  "Glen  WELKER"  <gwelker@mail . lmi . org> 

Sub j : To  Live,  Using  the  Indian's  Concept  of  Time  (fwd) 

UUCP  email 

"On  the  vacant  ground  of  today,  perhaps  there  will  be  a flower  of  tomorrow?" 
"Only  those  who  give  up  their  history  are  consigned  to  oblivion." 

Source:  gopher:// 

mundo.eco.utexas.edu:70/0R290387- 296956- /mailing/chiapas95 . archive/cur rent 

The  Calendar  Waits  for  No  one 

"There  was  once  a man  who  always  came  late  to  everything.  And  it  was  not 
because  he  was  lazy  or  slow,  or  that  his  watch  was  behind  or  that  it  was  a 
bad  habit.  It  happened  because  that  man  lived  in  another  time  before  time. 
Not  much,  true,  but  enough.  For  example,  when  the  calendar  said  it  was 
September,  that  man  walked  a morning  in  April.  That  is  why  his  Spring  never 
coincided  with  its  improbability. 

Death,  on  the  other  hand,  remained  obedient  to  the  passage  of  time  and 


would  go  spreading  absences  according  to  the  completion  of  the  days  and 
nights  of  each.  But  since  this  man  was  always  behind  time,  he  would  always 
arrive  late  for  the  hour  of  his  death  and  would  not  find  her,  because  death 
had  to  follow  the  calendar.  Death  knew  he  was  pending,  that  that  man  who 
should  already  be  dead  was,  due  to  his  tardiness,  still  alive.  That  man  grew 
tired  of  living  and  walking,  which  really  is  the  same  thing,  and  he  began  to 
look  for  death  in  order  to  die.  And  thus  time  and  untimeliness  passed. 

Death  waiting  for  the  man  to  arrive  so  she  could  kill  him.  The  man  waiting 
for  death  to  arrive  so  he  could  die.  There  is  no  day  on  the  calendar  in 
which  these  two  times  can  find  one  another. 


The  flower  of  the  word  will  not  die.  The  masked  face  which  today  has 
a name  may  die,  but  the  word  which  came  from  the  depth  of  history  and  the 
earth  can  no  longer  be  cut  by  the  ears  with  its  cannons. 

Our  fight  is  caused  by  hunger,  and  the  gifts  of  the  bad 
government  are  lead  and  paper  for  the  stomachs  of  our  children. 

Our  fight  is  for  a roof  over  our  heads  which  has  dignity,  and  the 
bad  government  destroys  our  homes  and  our  history. 

Our  fight  is  for  knowledge,  and  the  bad  government  distributes 
ignorance  and  disdain. 

Our  fight  is  for  the  land,  and  the  bad  government  gives  us 
commentaries . 

Our  fight  is  for  a job  which  is  just  and  dignified,  and  the  bad 
government  buys  and  sells  our  bodies  and  our  shames. 

Our  fight  is  for  life,  and  the  bad  government  offers  death  as  our 

future. 

Our  fight  is  for  respect  for  our  right  to  sovereignty  and 
self-government,  and  the  bad  government  imposes  laws  of  the  few  on  the  many. 

Our  fight  is  for  liberty  of  thought  and  walk,  and  the  bad 
government  builds  jails  and  graves. 

Our  fight  is  for  justice,  and  the  bad  government  consists  of 
criminals  and  assassins. 

Our  fight  is  for  history  and  the  bad  government  proposes  to  erase 

history. 

Our  fight  is  for  the  homeland,  and  the  bad  government  dreams  with 
the  flag  and  the  language  of  foreigners. 

Our  fight  is  for  peace,  and  the  bad  government  announces  war  and 
destruction . 

>From  the  mountains  of  Numancia,  Chiapas 
Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos 
Brothers  and  Sisters: 

Many  words  walk  in  the  world.  Many  worlds  are  made.  Many  worlds 
are  made  for  us.  There  are  words  and  worlds  which  are  lies  and 
injustices.  There  are  words  and  worlds  which  are  truths  and  truthful. 

We  make  true  words.  We  have  been  made  from  true  words. 

In  the  world  of  the  powerful  there  is  no  space  for  anyone  but 
themselves  and  their  servants.  In  the  world  we  want  everyone  fits. 

In  the  world  we  want  many  worlds  to  fit.  The  Nation  which  we 
construct  is  one  where  all  communities  and  languages  fit,  where  all  steps 
may  walk,  where  all  may  have  laughter,  where  all  may  live  the  dawn. 

We  speak  of  unity  even  when  we  are  silent.  Softly  and  gently  we 
speak  the  words  which  find  the  unity  which  will  embrace  us  in  history  and 
which  will  discard  the  abandonment  which  confronts  and  destroys  one  another. 

Our  word,  our  song  and  our  cry,  is  so  that  the  most  dead  will  no 
longer  die.  So  that  we  may  live  fighting,  we  may  live  singing. 

Long  live  the  word.  Long  live  Enough  is  Enough!  Long  live  the 
night  which  becomes  a soldier  in  order  not  to  die  in  oblivion.  In  order 
to  live  the  word  dies,  its  seed  germinating  forever  in  the  womb  of  the 
earth.  By  being  born  and  living  we  die.  We  will  always  live.  Only 
those  who  give  up  their  history  are  consigned  to  oblivion. 

We  are  here.  We  do  not  surrender.  Zapata  is  alive,  and  in  spite  of 
everything,  the  struggle  continues. 

Posted  here  in  compliance  with  the  FAIR  USE  DOCTRINE  for  educational 


purposes.  This  is  an  educational  forum.  Not  for  commercial  use. 


"RE : Blockade  in  Quebec"  

Date:  28  Oct  96  21:11:00 

From:  DOHN.WALTER@igloo.magicnet.com  (DOHN  WALTER) 

Sub j : Blockade  in  Quebec 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

- More  Clearcut  of  Indian  lands 

- Cold  blockade 

There  is  a peaceful  walking-blockade/demonstration  going  on  north  of 
Montreal,  on  lands  that  are  presently  subject  of  land  claim  negotiation 
between  the  Attikamekw  Nation  and  the  immigrant-governments  of 
Quebec/Canada.  While  the  seemingly-eternal  'negotiations'  are  ongoing,  the 
cash-starved  IG  of  Quebec  is  handing  out  clearcut  rights  to  dozens  of  timber 
harvesters  in  the  areas  around  the  last  remaining  Attikamekw  communities  of 
Manowan,  Weymontachi  and  Obedjiwan.  New  logging  roads  have  been  put  into  the 
unceded  First  Nation  lands  in  off  the  Mont-Laurier  - Parent  highways  and 
another  cut  through  towards  Manouane. 

The  Attikamekw  were,  until  recently,  known  as  the  'Tete  de  Boule  Cree" 
('Heads  Like  Balls")  a name  bestowed  on  them  by  the  french  missionaries.  They 
say  that  they  are  not  Cree  but  the  eastern  'wing'  of  the  great  Ojibway 
(Nishnawbe)  Nation.  Their  language  and  extended-family  systems  are  still 
very  strong  and  alive,  but  it  is  a struggle.  There  are  close  to  1000 
Attikamekw  in  Weymontachi,  about  2000  in  Manowan  & another  2000  in 
Obedjiwan.  The  majority  of  their  population  still  relies  on  traditional  food 
sources  of  hunting,  fishing  and  gathering  to  maintain  life.  They  had  two 
other  communities,  both  now  under  the  waters  of  Hydro-Quebec  dam  reservoirs. 
There  are  a significant  number  of  Attikameq  already  suffering  from  symptoms 
of  mercury  poisoning,  but  too  few  employment  opportunities  that  would  allow 
folks  to  cut  down  on  the  intake  of  mercury-laden  fish. 

Red  mercury  is  a natural  pollutant  discharged  into  the  water  by  submerged 
trees.  It  is  a cumulative  poison.  That  is  to  say,  when  ingested  by  a living 
beings  (aquatic  life  ->  fish  & animals  ->  men,  women,  children)  it 
accumulates  in  the  body.  There  is  no  way  for  any  living  thing  to  discharge 
it.  In  humans  it  attack  the  central  nervous  system,  spinal  cord,  brain 
and...,  the  building-block  of  human  life,  the  gene,  resulting  in  horrible 
fetal  deformities. 

Having  had  french  beaten  into  them  as  second  language  instead  of  english  has 
isolated  the  Attikamekw  Nation  (as  well  as  the  Montagnais/Innu  in  Quebec) 
even  more  than  the  rugged  geography  that  is  their  home.  They  are  virtually 
"out  of  the  information  loop"  when  it  comes  to  knowing  of  developments  in 
First  Nation  rights  in  the  past  20-30  years. 

The  immigrant-governments  (IG's)  that  have  recently  been  formed  around  them 
have  been  forced  by  their  own  courts  to  grudgingly  admit  that  the  Attikamekw 
(and  all  other  First  Nations  in  what  is  now  Quebec,  except  signatories  of 
the  Dames  Bay  Agreement  1975)  have  NEVER  ceded  legal  title  to  their 
territories  to  anyone.  The  new  arrivals,  however,  just  moved  right  in  and 
started  selling  it  all  off  for  hydro-electric  dams,  mining  and  logging 
leases,  highways,  etc.  Dust  like  that.  It's  what  they  call  "Christian 
Morality."  (Apparently  somebody  told  them  stealing  was  OK  about  2000  years 
ago  as  long  as  them  gun  used  is  blessed  and  duly  authorized). 

Now  the  Attikamekw  men,  women  and  children  are  peacefully  flagging  down 
traffic  on  the  Mont-Laurier  - Parent  highway.  Entire  families,  including 
elders  and  infants  are  huddling  around  fires  by  the  roadside  and  cramming 
into  the  cab  of  beat-up  half-tons  when  the  engines  are  turned  on  for  15 
minutes  every  hour.  The  temperature  is  below  freezing.  Some  motorists, 
especially  logging  trucks,  actually  step  on  the  gas  when  the  Attikamekw  step 
out  onto  the  highway  to  flag  them  down.  Most  motorists  do  stop,  and  after 
hearing  an  apology  for  the  stop  they  are  given  an  information  sheet  on  the 
issue  and  allowed  to  continue. 

Meanwhile,  the  clear-cutting  on  Attikamekw-claimed  lands  continues  to 
increase  every  week,  building  for  the  24hr/day  winter  wipe-out  of  timber 


stands  that  shelter  and  nurture  the  animals  and  fish  that  the  lives  of  the 
Attikamekw  Nation  depend  upon. 

The  Canadian  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  Mauricie  Constituency  where  much 
of  the  clear-cutting  is  taking  place  is  called  lean  Chretien.  He  is  also 
Prime  Minister  of  Canada , the  same  person  that  praised  Canada's  "progressive 
lead  in  sustainable  development..."  at  the  recent  Montreal  Global  Convention 
on  Conservation. 

Why  not  send  your  expression  of  support  (appreciated  in  any  language)  to 
the  Attikamekw  Nation.  The  coordinates  of  the  Attikamekw  Nation  communities 
are : 

Attikamekw  de  Monowan 

Monowan,  Quebec  10K  1M0 
Ph:  (819)  971-8813  Fax:  (819)  971-8848 
Attikamekw  de  Weymontachi 

Weymontachi,  Quebec,  Canada,  G0X  3R0 
Ph:  (819)  666-2237  Fax:  (819)  666-2209 

Attikamekw  d'  Obedjiwan 

Obedjiwan  (via  Roberval),  Quebec,  Canada,  G0W  3B0 
Ph:  (819)  974-8837  Fax:  (819)  974-8828 

In  Br . . . 


"RE : Fight  For  Land  Rights"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Oct  1996  18:39:09  -0700 
From:  Brian  Hauk  <bghauk@infomatch . com> 

Subject:  Native  Canadians  Fight  For  Land  Rights 

UUCP  email 

from  the  Militant,  vol. 60/no. 32  September  16,  1996 

BY  ROGER  ANDREWS 

SURREY,  British  Columbia  -Eighteen  people  are  on  trial  in  this  Vancouver 
suburb  following  a government  and  police  assault  last  summer  on  Native 
Indian  rights  at  Gustafsen  Lake  in  north  central  British  Columbia.  The 
defendants,  14  of  whom  are  Native,  face  charges  ranging  from  trespass  and 
public  mischief  to  possession  of  firearms  dangerous  to  the  public  peace. 

Two  defendants,  Tones  (Wolverine)  Ignace  and  his  son  DoTo,  are  also 
charged  with  attempted  murder  for  allegedly  firing  on  police.  Ignace  has 
been  imprisoned  since  his  arrest  last  year  and  his  repeated  requests  for 
release  on  bail  have  been  denied  by  the  courts. 

The  police  assault  was  the  latest  chapter  in  a decades-long  government 
campaign  against  the  Shuswap  Indian  people's  struggle  for  land  rights. 
Ottawa  and  the  provincial  government  of  British  Columbia  back  the  claim 
of  a rancher  to  several  tens  of  thousands  of  acres  of  Shuswap  land, 
including  the  shoreline  of  Gustafsen  Lake.  But  the  Shuswap  have  never 
signed  a treaty  nor  recognized  anyone's  purchase  or  claim  to  this  land. 

"Here's  a rancher  with  tens  of  thousands  of  acres,"  defendant  Suniva 
Bronson  said  during  a break  in  the  trial  on  August  19,  "while  the  entire 
Shuswap  people  have  hardly  any  land.  Yet  they  are  criticized  for  being 
poor  and  collecting  welfare." 

What  led  to  confrontation 

Every  spring  for  seven  years.  Native  residents  and  friends  have  camped 
on  the  shore  of  Gustafsen  Lake  for  religious  and  cultural  ceremonies 
called  sundance.  In  May  1995,  they  built  a fence  to  prevent  cattle  from 
despoiling  the  site.  The  rancher  demanded  their  eviction. 

Several  weeks  later,  the  British  Columbia  government  approved  a 
massive  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  (RCMP)  operation  to  violently  break 
up  the  Native  encampment.  Hundreds  of  heavily  armed  police  were  mobilized 
and  began  threats  and  provocations.  Units  of  the  Canadian  army  joined  the 
buildup  in  August  1995.  By  the  middle  of  that  month  a siege  was  in  place. 

The  besieged  Natives  were  painted  as  heavily  armed  and  were  falsely 
accused  of  firing  on  police.  "What  do  you  do  with  people  who  defy  the 
laws  of  the  country  and  shoot  at  you?"  an  RCMP  SWAT  team  member  told  a 


television  journalist  in  Duly.  "You  kill  them." 

Authorities  tried  to  exploit  alleged  support  from  government-funded 
tribal  councils  of  the  Shuswap  people.  But  despite  media  claims  repeated 
by  RCMP  cops  at  the  trial,  only  a few  members  of  the  councils  supported 
the  police  operation. 

Testimony  by  police  at  the  trial  has  contradicted  the  government  claim 
that  the  encampment  was  an  illegal  occupation.  Several  cops  who  had  been 
assigned  to  the  dispute  in  its  early  stage  and  who  are  Native  testified 
that  their  investigations  in  Dune  and  early  Duly  1995  concluded  that 
there  was  a decades-long  land  claim  dispute  in  question  and  the  rancher's 
complaint  should  be  handled  through  a political  process.  They  said  their 
superiors  concurred. 

The  staff  commander,  however,  of  the  RCMP  detachment  in  the  nearby 
town  of  100  Mile  House,  one  of  dozens  of  cops  testifying,  offered  the 
official  line  at  the  trial  on  August  19  this  year.  Under  cross- 
examination,  he  said  he  backed  the  rancher's  claim  from  the  start  and 
based  his  decision  on  "hearsay  evidence"  gathered  from  some  non-Native 
residents.  He  acknowledged  the  rancher  did  not  possess  a survey  nor  other 
documentation  to  prove  his  claim  to  the  land  surrounding  the  lake. 

The  cop  also  shed  light  on  a public  relations  frame-up  he  orchestrated, 
one  of  many  staged  by  the  force.  He  admitted  that  police  had  no  proof 
that  a cache  of  weapons  allegedly  smuggled  out  of  the  encampment  and 
intercepted  on  August  19,  1995,  originated  there.  A much-publicized  press 
conference  and  display  of  weaponry  was  staged  on  that  day,  aimed  at 
fanning  the  flames  of  fear  among  local  residents  and  justifying  an 
eventual  armed  assault  on  the  encampment. 

He  surprised  many  in  the  courtroom  when  he  admitted  that  there  were  no 
fingerprint  tests  ever  conducted  on  the  weapons,  saying  it  was 
"overlooked . " 

The  most  serious  police  assault  on  the  encampment  occurred  on 
September  11  last  year.  Suniva  Bronson  and  two  other  occupants  of  a truck 
set  out  to  fetch  water  and  miraculously  escaped  injury  when  their  vehicle 
was  blown  up  by  a remote-controlled  land  mine  detonated  by  cops.  Police 
sharpshooters  then  opened  fire,  showering  the  camp  with  thousands  of 
rounds.  Bronson  was  shot  in  the  arm  even  though  she  had  moved  back  in  an 
area  the  police  had  earlier  declared  a "safe  zone." 

The  occupation  ended  peacefully  on  September  17  with  the  arrests  of 
the  18. 

Trial,  defense  effort  unfold 

Dones  Ignace  is  pursuing  his  fight  for  release  from  prison.  He  has 
been  denied  bail  since  his  arrest.  "Maybe  because  I stand  up  and  speak  my 
rights,  is  that  why  they  keep  me  in?"  Ignace  asked  the  court  on  Duly  15 
during  another  bail  release  hearing.  "It's  not  only  us  on  trial,"  he  told 
the  judge.  "This  court  is  also  on  trial." 

The  trial  is  expected  to  continue  for  many  months.  The  big-business 
media  in  British  Columbia  and  across  Canada  have  maintained  a virtual 
news  blackout  of  the  proceedings. 

"The  government  campaign  at  Gustafsen  Lake  was  a murder  operation  to 
crush  a legitimate  protest,"  Bill  Lightbown,  one  of  the  participants  in 
the  encampment,  said  in  an  interview.  "If  we  let  them  get  away  with  such 
things  then  we  will  eventually  be  overwhelmed  by  a police  state  with  no 
justice. " 

"That's  why  we  must  speak  up  and  organize  to  defend  the  Gustafsen  18." 

The  committee  organizing  the  defense  is  asking  that  letters  of  support 
and  funds  be  sent  to:  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen)  Trust  Fund,  Box  6475,  Hinton 
AB  T7W  1X7,  British  Columbia,  Canada. 

To  get  an  introductory  12-week  subscription  to  the  Militant  in  the  U.S., 
send  $10  US  to:  The  Militant,  410  West  Street,  New  York,  NY  10014.  For 
subscription  rates  to  other  countries,  send  e-mail  to 
themilitant@igc.apc.org  or  write  to  the  above  address. 


RE:  First  Nations  Distribution  Network 


Date:  Wed,  30  Oct  1996  10:15:31  -0400 
From:  "Iordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@sover . net> 

Sub j : First  Nations  Distribution  Network 

UUCP  email 

Good  day  all . . . 

A member  of  this  list  and  her  daughter  have  recently  been 
responsible  for  the  assembly/packing/shipping  of  approximately  4,130  lbs. 
worth  of  clean  clothing/assorted  goods  to  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation ...  cost 
to  ship  this  material  was  approximately  $700.  The  clothing  and  $'s  were 
assembled  via  donations.  107  separate  boxes  are  now  enroute  to  South  Dakota. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a "network"  be  established  so  as  to  help 
those  Nations  which  might  benefit  as  soon  will  the  Lakota  at  Pine  Ridge  - 
for  want  of  a different  phrase  I'll  call  the  venture  the  "First  Nations 
Distribution  Network"  (FNDN). 

Obviously  there  will  have  to  be  "collection/drop-off"  points, 
individuals  who  will  agree  to  be  responsible  for  these  "nodes"  (to  use 
computer  jargon),  and  "solicitors"  who  will  do  the  field  work. .. perhaps 
collecting  and  making  plans  to  get  material/money  to  the  nodes.  From  these 
nodes  we  can  arrange  for  shipping. 

I intend  to  set-up  a site  through  which  interested  parties  will  be 
able  to  apprise  us  of  what  material  is  available  for  donation. 

What  I am  wondering  at  this  point  is  whether  there  are  any  on  this 
List  who  would  like  to  be  involved  in  this  new  project? 

I am  open  to  suggestions  as  to  how  the  organization  might  be 
handled  and  would  appreciate  advice  as  to  what  you  think  about  the 
proposal . 

I'd  like  to  see  public  responses  to  the  above  (cause  then  all  can 
see  what  you're  saying)  but  am,  of  course,  open  to  private  advice. 

I am  setting  up  this  site  now. . 

<http: //www.dickshovel . com/fndn . html> . 

Iordan 

Ayatohihi . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  (4  Star  Magellan  site) 

Wounded  Knee  Home  Page 
American  Indian  Movement 
<www.dickshovel.com> 

PGP  public  key  available  upon  request... 

"RE : UN  walkout  by  AIM"  

Date:  Sun,  03  Nov  1996  18:00:35  -0800  (PST) 

From:  American  Indian  Movement  <aimca@igc.apc.org> 

Sub j : UN  walkout  by  AIM 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT 
AUTONOMOUS  CONFEDERATION 

GENEVA,  SWITZERLAND  OCTOBER  24,  1996 

ON  THE  OCCASION  OF  THE  MEETING  OF  THE  UNITED  NATIONS 
OPEN-ENDED  INTERSESSIONAL  WORKING  GROUP  CONSIDERING 
THE  DRAFT  DECLARATION  ON  THE  RIGHTS  OF  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES 

The  American  Indian  Movement  is  a legitimate  National 
Liberation  Organization  in  the  original  indigenous  territories  of 
North  America  now  claimed  by  the  United  States.  We  have  been 
active  at  the  United  Nations  since  before  there  was  a Working 
Group  on  Indigenous  Peoples  and  before  there  was  a Draft 
Declaration.  It  is  because  of  our  long-standing  work  in  this  forum 


that  we  feel  compelled  to  inform  you  why  we  are  leaving  this 
process  today. 

When  Indigenous  Peoples  first  arrived  at  the  UN  in  1977  the 
world  was  a different  place.  The  possibilities  for  a genuine  and 
respectful  expansion  of  fundamental  human  rights,  especially  the 
right  for  all  peoples  to  be  free  from  colonial  domination,  seemed 
great.  We  took  seriously,  as  we  thought  the  members  of  the  United 
Nations  did,  high-sounding  principles  such  as  the  self-determination 
of  peoples,  and  ideals  such  as  the  promotion  of  world  peace  and 
cooperation.  We  came  here,  with  our  other  indigenous  sisters  and 
brothers,  to  bring  revolutionary  vision  and  change  to  a narrow  and 
moribund  United  Nations  system,  not  to  acquiesce  in  it,  or  to  accept 
it  fatalistically.  We  brought  the  goodwill  and  the  dignity  of  our 
peoples  and  nations  to  this  foreign  place  in  a optimistic  attempt  to 
vindicate  the  rights  of  our  future  generations.  Now  that  has  neither 
the  need  nor  the  desire  to  assist  us  in  the  de  colonization  of  our 
peoples  and  our  homelands. 

What  we  have  been  met  with  here  in  Geneva  is  the  all  too 
familiar  atmosphere  of  duplicity,  deceit,  and  disrespect  that  we 
receive  from  the  invader  states  in  our  homelands.  In  1492,  the 
year  that  our  territories  were  first  invaded  by  European  colonialism, 
the  Spanish  scholar  Nebrija  stated  that  language  is  the  perfect 
instrument  of  empire.  Over  the  centuries,  we  as  indigenous  peoples 
have  come  to  realize  the  truth  of  Nebrija' s forthrightness  in 
describing  the  methods  by  which  language  is  used  in  the  legal  and 
political  processes  of  the  settler  states  to  suppress  us.  We  are  now 
shocked  and  dismayed  that  the  process  of  considering  the  Draft 
Declaration  is  being  captured  by  a similar  imperial  ideological 
perspective,  and  is  itself  becoming  a tool  of  continuing  colonization, 
empire,  and  genocide  against  indigenous  peoples. 

Specifically,  hollow  pronouncements  that  the  working  group 
will  proceed  on  the  grounds  that  indigenous  peoples  will  be 
allowed  full  and  effective  participation  along  with  state  governments, 
have  meant  that  indigenous  peoples  are  allowed  to  comment  on  the 
draft,  but  that  states  alone  will  retain  the  sole  right  to  determine  the 
ultimate  complexion  and  content  of  the  Draft  that  will  impact  us. 

Such  an  arrangement  cannot  honestly  be  construed  as  the  genuine 
partnership  with  indigenous  peoples  that  the  United  Nations  has 
claimed  to  desire. 

When  asked  to  respond  to  the  three  reasonable  request  of 
the  indigenous  caucus,  namely: 

1.  That  the  Draft  Declaration  be  accepted  at  this  session  of  the 
Working  Group  without  negotiation,  changes,  amendments  or 
deletions; 

2.  That  the  proposed  agenda  be  altered  to  provide  an  opportunity 

for  substantive  debate  on  the  most  critical  aspects  of  the  Draft,  such 
as  the  right  of  indigenous  peoples  to  exercise  self-determination, 
indigenous  territorial  rights,  treaty  rights,  and  other  collective  rights 
Articles  of  the  draft  should  not  be  re-grouped  or  otherwise  subject 
to  suggestion  for  alteration  or  revision; 

3.  That  the  rules  of  procedure  for  the  Working  Group  be  suspended 

to  allow  for  the  genuine,  full,  effective  and  co-equal  participation  of 
both  states  and  indigenous  peoples.  Participation  is  meaningless 
without  the  consensus  of  the  Working  Group  also  including  the 
decision-making  contribution  of  indigenous  peoples  and  nations  on 
an  equal  level  with  states. 

In  reaction  to  the  indigenous  caucus  request,  only  six  states 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  respond,  and  they  in 
relatively  mild  or  couched  language.  It  was  only  our  indigenous 
relatives  from  Fiji  who  had  the  good  will  to  address  and  support  our 
reasonable  request  fully.  Other  states  made  high-sounding 
statements  about  how  indigenous  "input  (as  opposed  to  genuine 
participation)  will  be  indispensable,"  or  that  indigenous 
participation  is  "absolutely  fundamental,"  to  the  discussion  of  the 
Draft.  Yet,  when  almost  all  indigenous  peoples  withdrew  from  the 


session  in  frustration,  the  states  proceeded  with  the  regrouping  and 
suggested  text  changes  in  the  Draft.  On  the  third  point,  absolutely  no 
states  responded  to  the  need  to  adopt  structural  changes  that  would 
provide  for  co-equal  indigenous  participation  in  the  operation  of  the 
Working  Group. 

It  is  clear  that  the  Draft  is  already  an  expression  of  compromised 
aspirations  of  indigenous  peoples.  Virtually  all  indigenous  peoples 
acknowledge  that  the  Draft  is  an  imperfect  document  that  represents,  at  most 
a minimum  standard  of  the  rights  of  indigenous  peoples.  At  this  session  of 
the  open-ended  working  group,  indigenous  delegates  made  it  clear  that  no 
changes  that  would  serve  to  weaken  the  document  would  be  acceptable. 

Despite  this  clear  indigenous  position,  states  have  taken  great  liberty 
in  suggesting  changes  and  alterations  to  the  Draft,  designed  to 
destroy  most  of  the  positive  content  of  an  admittedly  imperfect 
document.  Several  states  have  made  it  clear  that  the  Draft,  after 
twelve  years  of  debate  in  which  every  state  in  this  Working  Group 
had  an  opportunity  to  participate,  will  not  be  passed  in  its  current 
form.  To  ask  indigenous  peoples  after  twelve  years  of  work  on  the 
Draft,  as  the  chairman  of  the  Working  Group  asked,  to  expect  the 
current  discussions  to  continue  for  an  additional  seven  to  ten  years,  is 
both  unnecessary  and  intolerable.  Indigenous  peoples  are  confronted  on  a 
daily  basis  with  matters  of  life  and  death,  of  invasion,  theft  and  survival. 
To  expect  us  to  devote  critical  time,  resources  and  energy  to  a process 
that  does  not  genuinely  respect  or  welcome  our  legitimate,  co-equal, 
decision-making  participation,  is  unreasonable.  To  expect  us  to  devote 
another  several  years  to  an  unequal  and  confining  process  that  may,  in 
the  end,  harm  us  more  than  assist  us,  is  unacceptable. 

It  is  also  clear  that  powerful  states,  such  as  the  United  States, 
will  not  allow  a genuine  expression  of  self-determination,  collective 
rights,  or  territorial  rights  to  be  embodied  in  the  Draft.  It  is  apparent 
that  such  state  positions,  and  these  United  Nations  processes  which 
legitimize  them,  are  clearly  intended  to  effect  the  further 
"domestication"  of  all  indigenous  peoples.  We  will  not  consent  to  be 
part  of  such  oppressive  processes. 

We  will  not  allow  our  presence  or  our  participation  in  this 
forum,  a forum  which  is  organized  in  a manner  that  is  contrary  and 
hostile  to  our  own  understanding  of  respect  and  participation,  to  be 
construed  as  lending  either  tacit  or  active  consent  to  this  process. 

We  leave  this  statement  as  an  expression  of  active  opposition  to 
any  and  all  processes  that  seek  to  address  matters  of  fundamental 
concern  to  us,  but  that  marginalize  our  authority  to  affect  the 
ultimate  articulation  of  your  rights  and  our  interests.  This 
statement,  however,  should  not  be  judged  as  a mere  complaint  or 
nay  saying.  In  the  continuing  spirit  of  mutual  respect,  and  in  the 
hope  that  we  might  again  sit  in  dialogue  with  each  other,  either  in 
your  territories  or  ours,  to  discuss  our  mutual  concerns,  we  provide 
the  following  recommendations: 

1.  That  the  Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples, 
after  twelve  years  of  consideration,  discussion  and  debate  in  the 
working  Group  on  Indigenous  Peoples,  with  the  extensive 
participation  of  indigenous  delegates,  and  with  full  opportunity  of 
states  to  contribute  to  the  discussion,  should  be  adopted  at  this 
session  of  the  Working  Group  as  the  minimum  international  standard 

of  the  rights  of  indigenous  peoples  and  nations.  If  states  are 
unwilling  to  accept  this  reasonable,  albeit  flawed,  version  of  the 
Draft,  then  we  as  indigenous  peoples  and  nations  should  assert  our 
right  to  strengthen  the  articles  that  have  already  been  diluted, 
and/or  to  meet  independently  of  the  United  Nations  to  revive  our 
own  Declaration  to  stand  as  an  alternative  to  the  ultimate  state 
version  that  will  almost  inevitably  result  from  the  current  process. 

2.  That  any  and  all  future  sessions  of  United  Nations  bodies 
concerned  with  the  Draft  Declaration  on  the  rights  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  have  the  conventional  rules  of  procedure  suspended  so  as  to 
allow  the  full,  effective  and  co-equal,  decision-making  (including 
consensus  making  and/or  voting)  participation  of  indigenous 


peoples/nations  and  member  states  concerned. 

3.  That  indigenous  nations  and  peoples,  including  and  especially 
traditional  representation,  and  not  simply  those  tribal  or  indigenous 
governments  whose  legitimacy  is  defined  or  recognized  by  the  states, 
be  seated  within  and  among  states,  on  the  basis  of  co-equality  and  in 
the  spirit  of  the  partnership  described  in  the  proclamation  of  the  UN 
Decade  for  Indigenous  Peoples 

4.  That  sessions  of  future  meetings  discussing  the  Draft 
Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  convene  in  United 
Nations  regional  centers,  such  as  in  Bangkok,  Thailand  or  Santiago, 

Chile  to  afford  indigenous  peoples  a greater  opportunity  to 
participate  in  the  deliberations  on  a more  affordable,  and  a more 
participatory,  basis.  In  conclusion,  we  have  come  to  the  realization 
that  the  processes  in  this  body  have  become  too  arbitrary,  oppressive 
and  disrespectful  of  our  status  as  indigenous  nations  and  peoples  to 
continue  our  participation,  some  states  will  delight  in  our  departure, 
but  we  put  them  on  notice  that  they  have  not  seen  the  last  of  us.  We 

will  continue  to  advance  the  battle  for  indigenous  peoples'  rights  wherever 
we  are,  and  we  will  continue  to  support,  in  every  spiritual  and  physical 
way  available  to  us,  our  indigenous  brothers  and  sisters  who  remain  here, 
and  wherever  they  struggle. 

Despite  all  attempts  by  our  enemies  to  divide  us,  we  as  the  original 
peoples  of  the  earth  remain  steadfast  and  strong.  Perhaps,  when  we 
believe  that  a sufficient  level  of  mutual  respect  and  cooperation  has 
developed  in  these  halls,  we  may  even  return  here  to  the  United 
Nations,  In  the  meanwhile,  we  will  return  to  our  homelands  to  assert 
our  rights  where  the  terrain  is  a bit  more  familiar  and  where  the 
battleground  is  a little  more  level. 

AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT 

International  Confederation  of  Autonomous  Chapters 

Russell  Means  - Spokesperson 

Glenn  Morris 

Phyliss  Young 

Sharon  Venne 

Bobby  Castillo 

Susana  Sleeping  Bear 

losh  Dillabaugh 

Mona  Roy  Dillabaugh 

Lori  Pourier 

Crystal  Echohawk 

"RE : Thoughts  on  Unity"  

Date:  Tue,  05  Nov  1996  10:14:53  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  "Robert  B.  Bancroft  475-2584  fax:  475-6730"  <BANCROFT. RB(3al . isc . rit . edu> 
Sub j : Tuesday  thoughts  on  Unity 

UUCP  email 

Sge'no  to  our  village  people, 

I was  speaking  with  an  Elder  last  night  and  gleaning  some  insights  and 
teachings.  One  thought  that  he  expressed  was  as  follows.  "Sometimes  I get 
very  frustrated  with  my  own  people.  They  allow  stupid  things  to  detract 
and  divide  them.  While  the  People  are  arguing  over  who  is  pre-eminent,  who 
is  in  charge,  who  has  the  power,  etc.,  the  government  and  the  BIA  and 
others  are  standing  on  the  sidelines  of  the  argument  clapping  their  hands, 
saying  YES!  Push  them  some  more,  keep  them  arguing  between  themselves. 

Soon  they  will  self  distruct." 

These  thoughts  keep  running  through  my  mind  and  I keep  asking  myself, 
what  will  it  take?  What  will  bring  the  people  together? 

Some  of  the  answers  I have  found  within  myself  as  I look  at  what  caused 
the  change  in  my  life.  I was  content  within  the  wasichu  world  when  my  mind 
was  ignorant  of  my  Native  heritage.  As  I became  aware  of  my  Native  roots, 

I began  to  look  at  the  cultures  around  me.  The  more  I learned  about  the 
culture  and  the  People  among  whom  I lived,  the  more  that  my  spirit 


responded.  It  was  drawing  me  more  and  more  toward  the  Native  way  of 
thinking  and  responding  to  the  natural  world.  Thus  began  my  personal 
change.  But,  as  Sister  Raven  says,  that  is  another  story. 

So,  what  were  the  keys  to  unlock  my  spirit  and  change  my  perspective? 
First  was  learning  about  the  culture  of  the  people  among  whom  I lived. 

Next  was  living  in  the  culture  of  the  people,  because  experience  is  the 
greatest  teacher.  Another  key  is  the  language  of  the  culture  and  people 
with  whom  I live.  The  language  unlocks  a great  deal  more  of  the  culture. 

In  the  wasichu  society,  one  knows  who  your  neighbors  are  but  most  do  not 
know  their  neighbors.  There  is  no  real  sense  of  community. 

As  I became  involved  with  the  life  of  our  Native  community,  my  Native 
neighbors  became  my  Native  friends  and  my  sense  of  community  began  to  grow. 
As  I gave  to  the  community,  the  community  gave  to  me  and  my  Native  friends 
became  my  extended  family  and  my  sense  of  belonging  to  the  community  grew 
again.  As  I began  to  study  and  learn  the  Seneca  language  from  an  Elder,  my 
sense  of  community  increased  even  more.  The  community  has  given  me  a 
knowledge  of  and  a sense  of  belonging  that  extends  into  the  spiritual 
realm.  As  a person,  I am  now  regaining  a lost  sense  or  knowledge  of  my 
connection  to  the  universe  and  the  natural  world. 

I believe  that  unity  will  come  when  all  Native  People,  especially  the 
young,  move  in  a like  direction.  Language,  community,  spiritual  belonging 
are  keys  that  we  must  find  again.  How  to  teach  this  to  the  young  escapes 
me.  But  I know  that  they  must  see  the  sense  of  pride  that  we  must  have  as 
Native  People  before  they  will  surrender  their  involvement  with  the 
wasichu  culture  which  is  not  theirs. 

I share  this  with  you,  my  sisters  and  brothers  in  this  village,  so  that 
you  may  understand  a little  of  my  journey.  It  is  through  many  of  your 
thoughts  that  I move  in  directions  that  help  me  find  the  answers  that  I 
seek.  It  is  through  this  village  that  my  sense  of  community  also  grows,  so 
I consider  myself  doubly  blessed  by  our  Creator.  I offer  sage  and  tobacco 
for  you  all.  These  are  the  words  of  Grey  Wolf,  that  is  all  that  I have  to 
say.  Nay:weh. 

Grey  Wolf 


"RE : Mean  Streets"  

Date:  Mon,  28  Oct  1996  05:42:15  GMT 

From:  scottrobertladd@juno.com  (Scott  Robert  Ladd) 

Sub j : "Mean  Streets"  (article  on  Native  American  social  problems) 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

Three  years  ago,  I wrote  an  article  about  urban  Native  American 
poverty,  for  the  September-October  issue  of  the  now-defunct 
magazine  NATIVE  AMERICAN  SMOKE  SIGNALS.  In  returning  to 
my  old  haunts  recently,  I discovered  that  little,  if  anything, 
had  changed. 

The  magazine  returned  rights  to  my  articles  when  it  died.  This  is 
not  a pretty  story;  frankly,  it's  downright  depressing  because 
what  my  wife  and  I experienced  WAS  depressing.  But  our 
experience  taught  us  much  about  reality,  and  I think  we've  been 
able  to  move  on  an  accomplish  something  in  other  ways. 

I would  be  very  interested  in  suggestions  as  to  what  can  be  done 
about  this  dreadful  problem. 


Mean  Streets 


by  Scott  Robert  Ladd 
Copyright  1993,  1996  Scott  Robert  Ladd 
The  place  is  known  as  Indian  Park  --  three  trees,  a city-owned 
utility  dome,  and  a park  bench  adorning  a tiny  triangle  of  ground  at  the 
crossing  of  three  inner  city  streets.  To  the  north,  the  steel  and  glass 
towers  of  downtown  Denver  rise  above  the  liquor  stores,  bars,  and  homeless 
shelters  that  surround  the  park. 


My  companion  at  Indian  Park  was  David,  a Native  American  with  the 
dream  of  creating  a tradition-based  treatment  center  at  an  abandoned  ranch 
in  rural  Eastern  Colorado.  By  converting  the  remote  ranch  into  a place  of 
spiritual  and  cultural  healing  for  Native  Americans,  David  hoped  to  heal 
people  in  a place  far  away  from  poverty  and  hopelessness.  David  has  --  and 
continues  --  to  fight  his  personal  battles  with  drink  and  drugs;  he  knows 
intimately  the  life  people  live  on  Denver's  skid  row. 

I was  nauseated  by  Indian  Park's  stench  of  liquor  and  human  waste.  On 
the  bench,  amid  a scattering  of  empty  liquor  bottles,  three  unkempt  Native 
men  sat  and  shared  a bottle  of  Wild  Turkey.  After  David  introduced  me, 
and  the  oldest  man,  probably  in  his  late  fifties,  shook  uncontrollably  as 
he  gave  me  a hug.  The  younger  men  give  me  the  "Indian  handshake,"  and  ask 
if  I have  money  to  "loan"  them. 

David  tells  the  men  about  his  healing  community,  explaining  how  they 
might  benefit  if  only  they  would  be  willing  to  swear  off  drink.  None  of 
the  men  seem  interested  --  or  even  completely  coherent  --  and  we  leave 
soon  to  drive  around  the  area.  People  lie  under  bus  benches,  lounge  in 
doorways,  or  simply  stand  staring  at  nothing.  Alcohol  is  an  equal 
opportunity  killer,  but  it  is  especially  fond  of  Native  Americans.  Recent 
medical  studies  have  shown  that  Native  Americans  do  not  produce  an  enzyme 
that  removes  liquor  from  the  blood  stream,  making  Indians  particularly 
vulnerable  to  alcoholism. 

"The  bars  aren't  open  yet,"  said  David,  as  we  drove.  "So  they've  got 
nothing  to  do."  David  explained  how  liquor  stores  blatantly  exploit 
alcoholic  Natives,  and  I later  watched  one  of  these  transactions  take 
place.  At  least  one  establishment  in  Denver  provides  "post  office  boxes" 
for  its  Native  clients.  When  the  monthly  tribal  or  federal  checks  arrive, 
the  store  cashes  them  to  cover  the  previous  month's  credit  for  alcohol. 
Many  liquor  stores  illegally  convert  food  stamps  to  credit  on  booze,  at 
fifty  cents  on  the  dollar.  Welfare  is  no  "benefit"  for  the  people  I saw  -- 
government  support  only  supports  drug  and  alcohol  habits. 

The  problems  are  not  isolated  to  large  cities.  In  Colorado  Springs  -- 
pop.  300,000  --  a network  of  bridges  marks  the  intersection  of  several 
major  thoroughfares,  highways,  and  Fountain  Creek.  I once  lived  less  than 
a half-mile  from  the  site,  but  it's  an  world  away  economically  and 
culturally  from  the  experience  of  most  Americans.  Beneath  the  bridges  and 
along  the  stream  live  Native  Americans.  One  bridge  houses  seven  Dineh? 
(Navajo);  across  the  street,  several  Apaches  have  made  their  homes. 

"It's  a good  place!"  said  Freeman,  a young  Dineh?  acquaintance  of 
mine.  "The  road  keeps  us  warm  and  dry.  And  the  police  don't  bother  us; 
they  know  we're  here."  A week  later,  the  city  police  rousted  the  residents 
from  beneath  the  bridges  and  out  of  the  shanty  towns.  Makeshift  shacks 
were  torn  down,  and  residents  vanished  to  other  areas  of  the  city. 

Two  days  before  the  police  raid,  I gave  Freeman  and  his  friend  Pete  a 
ride  to  Walgreens  so  they  could  buy  mouthwash.  They  expected  to  be  hired 
the  next  day  for  some  construction  work;  the  two  men  had  been  drinking, 
and  the  mouthwash  would  remove  the  stench  of  alcohol  from  their  breath. 
When  asked  why  they  drank,  Pete  said  "What  else  do  we  have  to  do?"  Pete 

later  forced  a dollar  bill  into  my  shirt  pocket  --  a show  of  pride  from  a 

man  who  saw  no  future  for  himself. 

Donah  isn't  homeless  or  uneducated,  but  he  ended  up  on  the  streets. 
This  young  Dineh?  man  is  articulate,  intelligent,  and  educated;  when  we 
met  him,  he  was  hitchhiking  cross-country  to  his  family  home  on  the  Navajo 
Reservation  in  Arizona.  Once  in  Colorado  Springs,  Donah's  backpack  was 

stolen.  I gave  him  some  old  clothes  and  5 bucks;  he  asked  for  corn  pollen, 

but  we  had  none.  Fie  prayed  in  our  front  yard,  and  he  promised  to  send  some 
pollen  to  my  wife  once  he  reached  Arizona. 

The  next  morning,  a friend  called  to  tell  me  that  Donah  had  been 
hurt.  While  hitchhiking,  Dake  was  attacked  and  beaten  by  several  men  who 
screamed  racial  slurs  at  him.  The  hospital  put  sixteen  stitches  in  his 
head,  and  the  Colorado  Springs  police  department  bought  him  a bus  ticket 
home. 

I was  shocked  by  the  number  and  condition  of  Natives  on  the  street. 
Most  had  moved  to  the  cities  hoping  to  find  an  economic  opportunity  that 
does  not  exist  in  their  homelands.  What  they  found  was  a harsh  life  of 


disappointment  and  racism.  They've  exchanged  the  hopelessness  of  the 
reservation  for  the  hopelessness  of  the  city. 

Medical  care  for  urban  Native  Americans  is  appallingly  non-existent 
at  worst  and  demeaning  at  best.  In  many  cases,  alcohol  provides  an 
anesthetic  for  Natives  who  cannot  obtain  needed  medical  care.  I've  been 
surprised  at  the  number  of  Natives  who  have  severe  dental  problems.  One 
man,  who  had  lost  an  arm,  was  told  by  social  services  that  he  couldn't 
receive  help  unless  a doctor  certified  that  the  arm  was,  indeed,  missing! 

Stacy  suffered  an  allergic  reaction  to  drugs  given  her  by  the  local 
alcohol  treatment  center.  My  wife,  Maria,  took  Stacy  to  the  county 
hospital.  In  the  same  hospital  where  Maria  had  been  recently  treated  with 
care  and  concern,  Stacy  met  with  indifference  and  disdain.  Stacy's  tribal 
insurance  eliminated  finances  as  the  cause  of  the  hospital's  attitude.  The 
difference  seemed  to  stem  from  Stacy's  homelessness  and  her  dark  Dakota 
features.  Maria  is  also  Native  --  but  her  skin  is  lighter  and  she  is  more 
often  classified  as  "Hispanic." 

Of  course,  society  does  not  restrict  homelessness,  substance  abuse, 
and  poverty  to  Native  Americans.  I find  it  disturbing,  though,  how 
pervasive  problems  are  in  the  Native  community.  Nearly  every  urban  Native 
I've  met  has  had  a drinking  problem  at  one  time  or  another.  Families  seem 
made  to  be  broken.  Natives  on  the  street  are  utterly,  completely,  and 
fundamentally  abandoned  by  their  peoples.  If  the  dominant  society  does 
little  for  Native  people,  the  Native  community  itself  does  even  less.  When 
a Lakota  friend  recently  began  drinking,  I found  few  resources  and  little 
family  or  societal  support.  He  wasn't  dangerous;  he  was  depressed  and  in 
need  of  help. 

I see  virtue  in  the  theory  that  an  alcoholic  cannot  recover  until 
they  want  to  --  yet  I wonder  where  these  people  can  recover  to?  Many 
Natives  return  to  substance  abuse  because  they  go  from  treatment  programs 
back  to  the  same  sense  of  despondency.  Pride  in  being  Indian  is  absent, 
drummed  out  of  them  by  a dominant  society  that  belittles  their  history, 
beliefs,  and  culture.  Their  lives  are  a vicious  cycle  of  reform  and 
relapse. 

I've  spoken  with  elders  about  traditional  Native  values,  including 
the  importance  of  family  and  spirituality.  The  elders,  unfortunately,  lack 
the  resources  to  help  their  people.  In  most  cases,  the  struggle  to  survive 
keeps  families  and  friends  from  helping.  Only  a handful  of  Native 
activists  seem  to  be  building  resources  to  help  their  brothers  and 
sisters . 

While  many  Native  leaders  talk  about  grand  political  issues  and  the 
atrocities  of  the  past,  they  ignore  the  genocide  occurring  on  city 
streets.  Sovereignty  is  freedom  from  external  control  --  it  is  the  right 
of  a people  to  control  their  destiny.  Sovereignty  is  taken,  not  given. 

How  can  the  Native  Nations  be  free  when  so  many  of  their  people  are 
controlled  by  drugs,  desperation,  and  poverty? 

David's  attempt  to  create  a community  failed.  He  found  little  support 
from  other  parts  of  the  Native  community  for  his  initiative;  in  some 
cases,  his  efforts  were  undermined  by  other  Native  Americans  who  refused 
to  help  unless  they  could  be  in  control  of  the  project.  Everyone  expressed 
interest,  but  few  provided  aid.  In  the  end,  David  was  unable  to  make  the 
lease  payments  on  the  ranch.  A dozen  men,  women,  and  children  were  once 
again  homeless.  And  my  friend  turned  to  alcohol  and  cocaine  in  assuaging 
his  massive  disappointment;  I've  now  lost  track  of  him. 

The  residents  of  Indian  Park  have  no  hope,  no  future,  and  no  reason 
to  climb  out  of  their  alcoholic  hazes.  "Where  are  all  the  Indian  leaders?" 
an  Indian  friend  recently  asked  me.  I didn't  have  an  answer. 


Scott  Robert  Ladd  957  Empire  Street  voice:  +1  970  387  0271 

ScottRobertLadd@juno.com  P.O.  Box  617  fax:  +1  970  387  0277 

Silverton,  CO  81433  USA 

"Seeking  Creative  Solutions  to  Intractable  Problems" 
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From:  Brian  Hauk  <bghauk@infomatch . com> 

Sub j : Ottawa  Tries  To  Drive  Wedge  Between  Quebecois  Patriots 
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from  the  Militant,  vol.60/no.9  March  4,  1996 

BY  ROBERT  SIMMS 

TORONTO-Federalist  politicians  in  Ottawa  are  pursuing  their  reactionary, 
chauvinist  campaign  of  threats  to  carve  up  Quebec  as  a weapon  to  beat  into 
submission  the  Quebecois  struggling  for  independence. 

Indian  Affairs  Minister  Ron  Irwin  launched  into  inflammatory  remarks 
February  9 when  he  told  reporters  the  independence  struggle  of  Quebec 
could  generate  violence  against  Natives.  "We're  not  advocating  force,  but 
[Quebec  Premier  Lucien]  Bouchard  has  to  explain  to  those  people  who  vote 
yes  in  any  referendum  [on  Quebec  sovereignty]  if  they  are  giving  him  the 
right  to  ...  use  force  on  aboriginal  peoples." 

"There  are  a lot  of  crazy  people  around  this  country  and  when  you  appeal 
to  the  dark  side  of  people,  as  the  separatists  do,  then  you  are  going  to 
get  violence,"  he  stated. 

A few  days  later,  Irwin  went  on  to  claim  that  aboriginal  territory 
within  Quebec's  borders  does  not  belong  to  Quebec. 

For  several  weeks  Canada's  capitalist  rulers  have  been  campaigning  for 
the  idea  that  the  Canadian  government  is  entitled  to  "partition  Quebec," 
with  the  implied  use  of  armed  force,  to  keep  Natives  in  the  north  and 
English-speaking  communities  in  Montreal  and  other  regions  of  Quebec 
within  Canada  in  the  event  of  an  independent  Quebec. 

Canada's  prime  minister  Dean  Chre'tien  made  it  official  policy  by 
stating  Danuary  29,  "If  Canada  is  divisible,  then  Quebec  is  divisible." 
French-speaking  Quebecois  constitute  some  80  percent  of  the  province's 
population . 

The  Liberal  government  in  Ottawa  has  taken  over  completely  the  iron-fist 
program  of  the  right-wing  Reform  Party,  whose  leader,  Preston  Manning,  had 
long  advocated  the  partition  of  Quebec.  On  Danuary  29,  Manning  stated  that 
Ottawa  needs  to  instill  "fear"  among  Quebecois  about  the  consequences  of 
separation,  including  partition.  "You  don't  want  to  use  fear  exclusively, 
but  fear  is  an  emotion  that  does  motivate  people,"  he  said. 

Threats  to  use  military  force 

In  a February  13  article  the  Toronto  Globe  and  Mail  reported  that  the 
new  chief  of  defense  staff  of  Canada's  armed  forces.  General  Dean  Boyle, 
said  that  "the  Prime  Minister  talked  privately  with  him  about  scenarios  in 
which  the  military  might  be  needed  in  an  internal  crisis"  - including 
"the  dicey  issue  of  Quebec." 

On  Quebec,  the  Globe  went  on,  Boyle  would  not  reveal  what  contingency 
plans  existed  but  "he  confirmed  that  they  'discussed  all  of  the  issues 
vis-a-vis  providing  Canadian  forces  in  support  of  the  government's  mandate 
[including]  aid  to  the  civil  power  and  contingency  powers  overseas.'  " 

One  of  the  aims  of  the  "partition  Quebec"  campaign  is  to  build  a 
movement  among  privileged  English-speakers  and  among  oppressed  Natives 
inside  Quebec  against  the  Quebecois'  struggle  for  independence.  Rallies  of 
these  forces  have  been  taking  place,  the  latest  on  February  16,  when  up  to 
1,400  English-speakers,  most  of  them  middle-class  and  older,  turned  out  in 
Montreal  in  a cheering  pro-partition  rally. 

Nearly  all  Native  officials  across  Canada  support  Ottawa's  national 
unity  campaign  and  oppose  Quebec  independence.  Cree  and  Inuit  officials  in 
northern  Quebec  have  taken  the  most  openly  pro-Ottawa  positions. 

On  October  26,  four  days  before  the  referendum  on  Quebec  sovereignty, 
Cree  officials  paid  for  a full-page  ad  that  ran  in  several  newspapers.  It 
read  in  part,  "We  ask  Canadians  to  uphold  the  Canadian  Constitution,  our 
treaty  and  fundamental  human  rights,  and  the  rule  of  law.  We  ask  Canadians 
to  support  our  right  to  remain...  in  Canada." 


Some  Natives  distant  from  Ottawa 


Ottawa  knows  that  many  working  people  and  youth  understand  that  Native 
people  face  deep  oppression  in  Canada  and  have  sympathy  for  their  demands. 
They  are  cynically  using  Native  people  to  win  new  support  for  their 
reactionary  campaigns  against  the  Quebecois,  who  are  also  an  oppressed 
nation . 

Quebecois  and  other  French-speaking  people  in  Canada  face  inferior 
incomes,  wages,  education,  and  health  facilities  as  a result  of  both 
historic  and  current  discrimination. 

Some  Native  officials  have  started  to  distance  themselves  from  Ottawa's 
violence-baiting  against  the  Quebecois  using  Native  peoples  as  fodder  for 
their  campaign.  "We  don't  want  to  be  used  as  pawns  by  the  federal 
government,"  said  Ovide  Mercredi,  national  chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations,  the  main  body  representing  Native  band  councils  across  Canada. 

Konrad  Sioui,  former  leader  of  the  Quebec  Assembly  of  First  Nations, 
opposes  the  partition  campaign.  "We  are  neither  provincial  Indians  nor 
federal  Indians,"  he  said.  "We  should  let  [the  politicians]  have  the 
monopoly  on  demagogy." 

In  another  development  in  which  supporters  of  Quebec  independence  were 
targeted.  Prime  Minister  Chre'tien  waded  into  a crowd  of  people  protesting 
cuts  to  unemployment  insurance  during  a ceremony  to  honor  the  Canadian 
flag  in  Flull,  Quebec,  February  15.  With  a look  of  hatred  on  his  face, 
Chre'tien  grabbed  a protester  by  the  throat  and  back  of  the  neck,  twisted 
him  around  and  flung  him  to  the  ground. 

Vice  Prime  Minister  Sheila  Copps  tried  to  justify  this  violent  assault 
against  a demonstrator  who  had  made  no  move  toward  Chre'tien  by  saying 
that  the  protesters  at  the  event  were  "just  a bunch  of  separatists 
disguised  as  unemployed  workers."  Much  of  the  big-business  media  outside 
Quebec  backed  this  excuse. 

The  Toronto  Globe  and  Mail  wrote  that  the  demonstrators  "marred  a 
ceremony  that  was  intended  to  build  up  Quebecois'  attachment  to  Canadian 
symbols . " 

"Now,  bring  on  Bouchard,"  was  the  headline  in  the  Toronto  Sun,  as  it  ran 
a full-page  photo  of  Chre'tien 's  chokehold  on  the  demonstrator. 

As  it  turned  out,  Chre'tien' s target  was  William  Clennett,  an  English- 
speaker  born  in  a Montreal  working-class  neighborhood  who  supported  the 
yes  vote  in  last  fall's  referendum  on  Quebec's  sovereignty.  Clennett  also 
recently  added  his  name  to  a letter  signed  by  some  60  English-speaking 
residents  of  Quebec  protesting  Ottawa's  chauvinist  campaign  for  the 
partition  of  an  independent  Quebec. 

In  a letter  to  the  Ottawa  Citizen  last  October,  Clennett  wrote,  "With  a 
yes  vote,  the  question  of  national  unity  will  no  longer  serve  as  a 
justification  for  cutting  essential  social  programs  and  the  fight  for 
social  justice  will  thereby  be  enhanced." 

To  get  an  introductory  12-week  subscription  to  the  Militant  in  the  U.S., 
send  $10  US  to:  The  Militant,  410  West  Street,  New  York,  NY  10014.  For 
subscription  rates  to  other  countries,  send  e-mail  to 
themilitant@igc.apc.org  or  write  to  the  above  address. 

- — "RE:  Request  for  Data"  

Date:  Mon,  4 Nov  1996  15:44:14  -0500 
From : Frye@SMTPLINK . IPFW . INDIANA. EDU 
Sub j : Important  request  for  data 

UUCP  email 

Dear  friends. 

On  10/31/96  I was  contacted  by  an  official,  from  a particular 
reservation,  with  a request  for  some  information.  I have  promised  to 
keep  certain  information  confidential  (ie;  names  of  individuals, 
location,  reservation,  etc.  ) since  the  subject  of  the  requested 
information  is  in  much  dispute  and  has  a lot  of  emotional  sensitivity 
connected  to  it. 

The  info  needed  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  cultural 


integrity  of  this  community  and  to  the  determination  of  a new  communal 
membership  law.  At  present,  the  membership  laws  do  not  conform  to  the 
traditional  laws  and  ethics  of  this  nation  and  certain  contemporary 
individuals  are  pushing  for  stricter  and  more  untraditional  membership 
laws.  This  community  is,  perhaps,  in  danger  of  losing  existing  members 
as  well  as  the  cohesion  of  the  nation  itself. 

I'm  sure  that  many  of  you  are  familiar  with  the  "blood-quantum" 
guidelines  that  have  been  in  use,  over  the  years,  by  various  Native 
American  nations  as  a means  by  which  to  determine  membership. 
"Blood-quantum"  is,  by  all  means,  the  subject  of  the  vital  data  which 
is  sought. 

It  is  our  hope  to  locate  and  retrieve  existing  unbiased  data  on 
the  social  and  cultural  impact  of  "blood-quantum"  utilization,  past, 
present,  and  future. 

Below  is  a copy  of  the  request  in  the  requestor's  own  words: 

(Note:  Where  indicated  by  information  has  been  left  out 

to  protect  the  identity  of  individuals,  locations,  etc.) 

"The  . . . people  . . . are  presently  in  ...  consultation  of  an  overall 
process  to  legislate  a membership  law  . . . Like  other  Native 
communities  we  have  a movement  ...  to  support  a "blood  quantum 
calculation"  as  part  of  the  criteria  for  eligibility  of  membership.  On 
the  other  hand  we  have  a more  traditional  movement  that  identifies 
lineage  and  culture  as  integral...  These  two  approaches  are  currently 
identified  as  inclusionary  and  exclusionary  in  nature.  Inclusionary  is 
supported  by  traditional  law  . Exclusionary  is  supported  by  various 
interpretations  but  none  as  clear  or  as  focussed  as  some  of  the 
customs  and  euro-style  traditions  our  people  have  picked  up  on  as  a 
result  of  contact.  In  my  opinion  it  comes  down  to  a question  of 
confidence  in  the  message  and  original  instructions  we  have 
inherited ...  " 

"A  scientific  analysis  on  the  impact  of  blood  quantum  calculations  to 
determine  a persons  eligibility  and  rights  is  what  we  are  looking  for. 

...  Someone  somewhere  must  have  done  a study.  For  example;  should  a 
First  Nation  community  choose  50%  and  over  in  determining  a person's 
status  and  rely  on  family  history  over  three  generations  to  calculate 
an  individuals  blood  quantum.  What  would  be  the  estimated  population 
of  a present  community  of  7000  members  in  the  year  2050?  As  a 
consequence  of  these  type  of  calculations  ...(the  community)  has  many 
classes  ...  each  with  their  own  level  of  blood  quantum.  Those  that 
don't  meet  the  required  percentage  face  the  lose  of  many  rights  even 
though  they  were  born  and  raised  in  ...  Today  the  community  is 
attempting  to  resolve  the  question  by  recording  the  social  impact  of 
the  current  membership  code  and  building  towards  a consensus  for  a new 
communal  law  on  membership.  I think  it  is  true  that  a scientific 
approach  in  calculating  ones  status  requires  a scientific  analysis  on 
the  impact.  Since  there  are  so  many  variables  I believe  it  wise  to 
seek  a qualified  opinion." 

"My  question  and  request  to  you  Will  is  should  you  come  across  any 
studies  that  have  been  done  already  or  any  other  information  that  you 
believe  can  help  can  you  forward  the  documents  to  us.  I am  also 
requesting  a certain  degree  of  confidentiality  on  this  matter  since  , 
as  you  have  encountered,  there  is  a lot  of  emotion  attached  to  this 
issue  by  many  people." 

Anyone  with  info  and/or  data  in  regard  to  this  or  where  I may 
find  the  needed  info  can  e-mail  me  at: 
frye@smtplink.ipfw. indiana.edu 
Thank  you  for  your  time. 

Nia :wen. 

Will  Frye 

"RE : Urgent  Request:  Halt  Execution"  

Date:  Mon,  4 Nov  1996  15:44:14  -0500 
From:  pamb@efn.org  (Pam  Venn) 


Sub j : URGENT  ALERT  - Ronald  Running  Bear  (due  to  be  executed) 


Newsgroups : ape . indig. info , soc . culture . native , alt . native 

I just  found  the  following  in  the  most  unlikely  of  places: 

http://www.pres96.com/gamesl/nwi39sl.html 
The  full  text  of  the  news  release  is  available  on  this  Web  page. 

California  State  Pardon  Board  has  recommended  against  clemency  for 
Native  American  political  activist  Ronald  Running  Bear,  age  42. 

He  will  face  death  by  lethal  injection  at  San  Quentin  (California) 
within  ONE  WEEK. 

In  1990,  Stephen  O'Donaghue,  one  of  the  Lodi  (California)  police 
officers  who  found  the  gun,  recanted  his  original  testimony  and  swore 
under  oath  that  the  gun  was  planted  by  the  Lodi  Police  force. 

Running  Bear,  who  had  been  active  in  the  group.  Native  Nation,  which 
advocates  the  return  of  large  land  tracts  and  sovereignty  to  Native 
Americans,  claims  his  gun  had  been  stolen  and  that  he  was  framed  by 
local  police,  which  felt  threatened  by  Native  Nations'  claim  to 
several  valuable  pieces  of  agricultural  land  near  Lodi. 

With  less  than  one  week  until  his  scheduled  execution,  there  is  very 
little  time  to  take  any  action. 

Call,  phone,  or  fax  California  governor  Pete  Wilson  at: 

Governor  Pete  Wilson 
1st  Floor,  State  Capitol 
Sacramento,  CA  95814 
phone:  916/445-2841 
fax:  916/445-4633 

to  urge  a stay  of  execution,  a new  trial  in  view  of  the  testimony  of 
the  Lodi  police  officer,  and  executive  clemency.  Time  is  very  short! 

- — "RE:  Blood  Quantum  and  Culture"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Oct  1996  18:38:14  -0600  (CST) 

From:  cdm@azstarnet.com  (CDM) 

Sub j : blood  quantum  and  culture 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  < NATIVE LIT- L@cornell . edu> 

I don't  know  if  I've  missed  these  points  before--if  so,  bear  with  me.  I 
don't  read  my  mail  as  often  as  I should!  But  I wanted  to  discuss  the 
Nations  in  which  even  if  you're  100  percent  "Native,"  but  one  of  your  two 
"halves"  are  not  of  the  Nation  into  which  you  enroll,  you  become  "half" 
Indian,  in  the  eyes  of  the  governmental  agencies,  and  your  children  become  a 
quarter  and  soon,  there's  not  enough  "blood"  left,  for  anyone  to  enroll. 
Clearly,  this  was  the  real  intent  behind  enrollment  in  the  first  place.  As 
times  changed,  the  government  knew  there  would  be  more  intermarriage  between 
Nations  and  between  non-Natives  and  Natives.  So,  if  all  else  failed,  the 
People  would  "marry"  themselves  into  extinction,  they  hoped.  (And  I 
shouldn't  throw  stones  here,  since  I'm  contributing  to  the  trend,  as  you'll 
see  later  on  in  this  missive.  But  I still  think  that  was  the  motive.) 

This  is  happening,  or  will,  to  many  of  my  in  laws'  children,  and  most 
notably  a Navajo/Pima  friend,  who  discovered,  upon  trying  to  enroll,  that 
she  would  be  only  half  "Native"  as  far  as  the  Navajo  Nation  is  concerned. 
Given  this,  she  opted  not  to  enroll  at  all,  and  is  part  of  a movement  to 
"rethink"  enrollment,  period. 

Another  quarrel  I have  with  enrollment  is  that  many  of  those  who  are 
culturally  grounded,  at  least  on  Hopi  where  my  in  laws  and  adoptive  family 
live,  meaning  our  most  beloved  and  worthy  elders  and  strict  traditionalists, 
are  unable  to  share  in  the  benefits  to  which  the  enrolled  are  entitled. 

Lots  of  really  essential  services  and  rights  are  tied  to  that  damned  card. 
So,  it's  almost  like  the  more  devoutly  Hopi  you  are,  the  less  you  get.  And 
then,  there  are  people  who  were  born  at  grandpa's  sheep  camp  "the  summer 
they  had  that  big  old  storm  over  there  by  Moencopi"  and  never  DID  get  around 
to  the  paperwork.  I mean,  the  people  who  don't  see  the  point  until  their 
kids  tell  them  they  should--and  then  can't  get  any  documentation  to  help 


out.  OR  they  discover  their  ancestors  aren't  on  any  of  the  census  rolls, 
and  they  can't  enroll,  period.  This  just  gets  really  complicated  and 
frustrating  for  them.  And  they're  less  likely  to  be  tenacious  about  the  run 
around,  since  all  this  is  contrary  to  everything  they  believe. 

Whereas,  if  you're  kinda  savvy  about  all  this  stuff,  and  have  family  in 
tribal  government  to  help  you  out  if  your  own  savvy  doesn't  get  you 
through .. .You ' re  in.  And  the  people  who  are,  tend,  in  our  case,  to  be 
people  who've  been  elsewhere,  people  who've  lived  in  both  worlds,  know  red 
tape  better  than  they  know  the  local  traditions,  usually.  So  THEY  get  the 
jobs,  THEY  get  to  run  for  office,  THEY  get  on  the  school  board  and  set 
curriculum  and  everything  else,  and  there's  less  and  less  "official"  input 
from  the  people  who  once  would  have  had  the  MOST  say  in  all  this. 

In  the  end,  you  get  craziness  like  this:  my  half  African  daughter,  has 
cousins  who  have  Native  parents  on  both  sides,  but  their  enrollment  cards 
say  that  they  are  half,  just  like  hers  does.  Her  father  enrolled  her  mostly 
to  be  sure  that  there'd  be  no  official  "problems"  if  she  decided  to  live  on 
Hopi  as  an  adult.  And  her  relations  up  there  found  it  amusing, 
actually--no  hard  feelin's.  She's  their  baby,  after  all,  and  they  wanted 
her  to  be  counted,  any  way  we  could  finagle  it.  In  HER  case,  the  card 
carries  an  interesting  message.  That's  another  story  entirely. 

But .. .there ' s somethin'  kinda  strange  about  it,  generally,  if  you  ask  me. 
Clearly,  this  is  a "foreign"  concept,  that  is  really  very  divisive, 
unbelieveably  complicated,  emotionally  charged,  and  potentially  dangerous. 

Mi ' wi 

cdm@azstarnet . com 

"RE : Tribal  Constitutions"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Oct  1996  12:13:19  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Tribal  Constitutions 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 

October  27,  1996 
7:27  p.m. 

Tribal  Membership: 

Deciding  tribal  membership  is  not  a matter  of  choosing  between  popular 
and  unpopular  applicants.  Membership  criteria  is  decided  by  the 
whole  tribe  and  established  in  the  tribe's  governing  document,  which 
is  normally  the  tribal  constitution  in  which  many  tribes  established 
after  the  enactment  of  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act.  Membership  is 
a very  sincere  protected  right,  therefore  it  is  protected  by  law, 
tribal  law.  When  tribal  officials  insist  that  these  membership  criteria 
be  consistently  applied,  and  that  good  membership  rolls  be  kept,  they 
are  guaranteeing  that  the  tribe's  identity  will  be  preserved  for  the 
future.  Tribal  members  are  united  by  a common  language,  common 
experiences,  and  common  cultural  traditions. 

The  Tribal  constitution,  ordinance,  or  resolution  will  also  list  other 
necessary  requirements  for  membership  or  describe  various  requirements 
that  future  members  must  meet.  In  this,  the  requirements  for  future 
membership  vary  considerably  from  tribe  to  tribe.  For  the  most  part 
the  requirement  of  having  an  ancestor  on  the  basic  membership  roll  is 
probably  a universal  requirement  for  tribal  membership.  Other  such 
tribal  requirement  include  having  a minimum  degree  of  tribal  blood; 
meeting  residency  requirements;  having  parents  or  guardians  file  an 
enrollment  application  for  a child  within  a specific  time  after  the 
childs  birth;  finding  a declaration  of  intent  to  maintain  membership. 

Tribal  Membership,  was  the  first  real  movement  against  the  New  Age. 

Here  the  tribes  could  hinder  and  deny  a persons  application  for 
membership  based  on  the  fact,  that  a person  did  not  bring  any  manner 
of  proof  as  so  stipulated  by  that  tribe  reviewing  the  application. 

Back  during  the  30's  when  the  IRA  became  law,  it  was  basically  being 


directed  to  allow  the  tribes  to  govern  their  own  affairs,  set  up 
their  own  governments,  etc.,  a means  of  tribal  Sovereignty,  although 
highly  contested  today  for  various  reasons,  the  IRA  has  allowed  the 
tribes  to  keep  unwanted  people  from  being  enrolled,  people  who  just 
need  to  be  Indian  for  royalty  payments,  or  to  have  something  that 
is  not  offered  to  them  within  the  American  Society.  In  this,  tribes 
are  maintaining  their  identity  and  for  the  most  part,  when  people 
say,  "Why  should  the  government  say  who  is  Indian  and  who  is  not, 
the  tribes  should  be  allowed  to  govern  their  own  affairs  and  decide 
who  is  Indian!"  And  as  far  as  I know,  most  tribes  maintain  very 
unique  rolls,  traditional  and  other-wise,  and  it  has  helped  keep 
such  people  as  the  New  Age  out,  but  not  from  other  activity. 

Every  person,  claiming  to  have  a degree  of  blood,  who  can  provide 
ancestry,  has  a culture,  tradition  and  heritage  and  all  it  takes 
is  for  a person  to  sit  down  write  a letter  or  even  pick  up  the 
phone  and  call  a source,  and  most  of  the  time  a person  can  begin  to 
piece  together  the  past  of  their  family.  Yes,  this  does  take  time, 
but  if  a person  has  a real  desire  to  enhance  their  cultural  respects, 
then  this  is  what  it  takes  and  what  makes  this  valid,  is  that  any 
one  in  this  country,  can  go  anywhere,  in  the  U.S.A.,  and  find  Indian 
people  living  somewhere,  and  ask  for  directions,  seriously,  a person 
will  discover  amazing  regards,  especially  if  it  involves  ancestry. 

Tribal  Elder's  kept  a very  unique  filing  system....  The  history, 
culture,  tradition  and  heritage  is  there.  All  one  has  to  do,  is 
make  an  effort  to  go  and  get  it 

- — "RE:  3rd  Annual  College  Guide"  

Date:  Mon,  4 Nov  1996  16:34:59  -0700 

From:  Dick  Pierce  <pathways@spot . Colorado . EDU> 

Sub j : The  3rd  Annual  College  Guide  for  American  Indians 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

TO:  AISES  Friends  on  AISESnet 

Esp.,  Teachers,  Counsellors,  Librarians,  Parents 
FROM:  Dick  Pierce,  AISES 

SUB3ECT:  The  3rd  Annual  College  Guide  for  American  Indians 

We  are  as  excited  about  this  third  edition  as  we  were  about  the  the  first 
two  issues  in  1994  and  1995 ....  especially  with  all  the  great  feedback  and 
the  input  and  support  that  we  have  received  from  so  many  of  you.  The  student 
role  models  and  the  featured  colleges  are  all  new  and  the  data  on  200 
colleges  has  been  updated.  Much  of  the  new  content  is  the  direct  result  of 
reader/member  suggestions  and  contributions. 

In  addition  to  American  Indian  students,  their  families  and  advisors,  this 
Guide  should  be  of  interest  to  education  professionals,  college  admissions 
and  multi-cultural  programs,  libraries,  and  the  equal  opportunity  programs 
and  recruiting  departments  in  corporations  and  government  agencies. 

Please  help  us  pass  the  news  around.  If  you  have  or  write  for  a newsletter 
or  magazine,  please  mention  the  Guide  if  its's  appropriate.  Also,  we  would 
request  that  individuals,  tribes,  schools,  corporations  and  agencies 
consider  purchasing  a quantity  for  distribution  in  their  area.  (Quantity 
prices  are:  $5.00  each  for  10+,  $4.00  for  20+,  $3.50  for  30+  with  $5.00 
shipping  per  order).  A single  copy  is  $7.50  plus  $2.50  for  postage.  Thank 
you  for  your  help. 

You  can  view  the  cover  and  table  of  contents  (samples  of  student  role 
models  and  featured  colleges  in  process)  on  the  AISES  Web  site  - 
http : //www. Colorado . edu/AISES . 

**Please  forward  this  note  on  to  friends  on  other  Email  nets;  thanks** 
PRESS  RELEASE:  [450  words] 

...from  AISES  - the  American  Indian  Science  & Engineering  Society 

AISES  announces  the  availability  of  its  3rd  Annual  College  Guide  for 
American  Indians.  The  96  page  guide,  in  an  exciting,  easy-to-read  magazine 
format,  is  a special  edition  of  the  AISES  award-winning  quarterly 


publication.  Winds  of  Change. 

"Our  goal  at  AISES  is  to  increase  the  number  of  American  Indian  college 
graduates",  says  Norbert  S.  Hill,  Dr.  (Oneida),  Executive  Director,  "and  the 
Guide  is  becoming  an  important  factor  in  influencing  more  Indian  students  to 
start  early  and  try  for  college."  "It  is  full  of  data  and  information 
specifically  for  American  Indians  and  emphasizes  those  schools  that  have 
significant  Indian  communities  and  support  programs;  this  hopefully  means 
more  good  students  attending  the  right  schools  and,  staying  on  to  graduate." 

The  College  Guide  has  valuable  information  for  all  who  are  concerned  with 
American  Indian  students  and  their  decisions  regarding  a college  education. 
For  students,  there  are  descriptions  of  top  colleges  and  why  they  work  for 
Indians;  there  are  short  articles  by  students  who  have  been  through  the 
preparation,  application  and  entry  process.  There  is  a great  section  on 
writing  the  application  essay,  with  hints  especially  for  Indian  students. 

For  parents  and  students  there  is  a factual,  but  simple,  guide  to  financial 
aid,  the  sources  and  the  process.  For  high  school  college  counsellors,  there 
are  success  stories  and  comments. 

There  is  an  extensive  data  section  that  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind.  AISES 
has  selected  200  schools  by  unique  criteria:  the  size  of  the  American  Indian 
community  at  the  school,  the  specific  Indian  support  programs  available  and, 
a key  factor,  the  number  of  American  Indian  graduates.  This  means  data  that 
focuses  on  "retention"  or  graduation  rates  - one  can  see  the  percentage  of 
Indian  students  in  the  freshman/sophomore  classes  and  compare  it  to  the 
percentage  of  graduates.  These  are  very  elusive  numbers  for  the  population 
as  a whole,  and  rare  to  unheard-of  for  American  Indians. 

This  guide  is  a one-of-a-kind  publication.  It  is  focused  - focused  only  on 
American  Indians.  The  needs  are  different  so  the  selected  schools  are 
different  and  the  articles  are  different  than  any  other  college  guide.  It 
was  written  solely  to  motivate  more  good  students  to  aspire  to  and  apply  to 
college  and,  to  help  them  pick  the  right  college  to  maximize  their  chances 
of  graduation. 

A copy  belongs  in  the  hands  of  every  Indian  high  school  student,  every 
Indian  family  with  teenagers,  and  every  rural  high  school  counsellor.  Single 
copies  are  $7.50  plus  $2.50  for  mailing.  Please  send  order  and  check  to: 
AISES-Books,  5661  Airport  Blvd.,  Boulder  CO,  80301;  you  can  see  the  cover 
and  table  of  contents  on  our  Web  site  (http://www.colorado.edu/AISES)  or 
call  AISES-Books  at  303-939-0023  for  information  on  discounts  on  quantities 
of  10  or  more. 

"RE : Review:  Child  of  the  Sun"  

Date:  Mon,  04  Nov  96  10:49:18  EST 

From:  "Glen  WELKER"  <gwelker@mail . lmi . org> 

Sub j : Child  of  the  Sun  - "Legends  of  the  Columbia" 

UUCP  email 

A friend  of  mine,  Ed  Berwick,  has  written  a new  book  entitled: 

"Child  of  the  Sun"  at: 

http: //www. indians . org/welker/sunchild . htm 

Below  I have  included  an  excerpt  from  it  for  your  perusal.  The  setting  of 
it  takes  place  near  the  Wilamette  River  in  Oregon.  Please  write  to  Ed  at 
his  address  below  for  more  information.  I hope  you  enjoy  this  passage 
from  his  book. 

Many  thanks, 

Glenn 


Stories/Poems  of  the  Snake  River/Shoshone  Indians 

"To  awaken  in  a forest  in  Oregon  is  a sensation  never  to  be  forgotten. 
There  is  the  spicy  fragrance  of  the  pines,  the  drumming  of  the  pheasants, 
the  murmur  of  the  mountain  stream,  where  tender  green  ferns  and  trailing 
vines  swing  and  nod  gently  to  the  nibbling,  silvery  trout." 


Eda-co-cha's  Spirit  Smiles 


In  Oregon,  land  of  the  rain  and  sun. 

Where  rivers  flow 

And  snowy  mountains  glow 

In  summer's  sunset  light. 

Lived  Tuala, 

Chief  of  all  the  sunny  plains. 

Where  grass  is  plenty 
And  sweet  berries  hide 
And  redden  in  the  sun. 

Until  their  blood  like  water  runs 
And  stains  the  hoofs  of  deer 
And  feet  of  men. 

Tuala  wearied  of  summer's  heat. 

And  with  his  tribe 
Sought  the  forest  shade. 

His  braves  speared  salmon 

In  waters  where 

Cool,  rocky  walls  look  down. 

And  here  the  old  chief's  daughter  came 
And  brought  her  grasses. 

And  on  yon  rock  sat  down  to  weave. 

As  morning  sun  rose  up 
Each  day  she  came. 

Down  with  the  waters  came  Pa-hoo-ly, 

Son  of  the  rocky  river  gorge. 

Guiding  his  light  canoe. 

His  spear  was  long 
And  ever  in  his  hand. 

His  sight  was  keen. 

And  on  his  spear 

The  writhing  salmon  hung. 

Tall  was  his  form 
And  strong  his  arm. 

Brave  and  undaunted,  great  river's  son. 
Speed  on  thy  way! 

With  morning  light  Eda-coo-cha  came 
To  the  high  rocky  wall 
Where  the  fast  flowing  waters 
Sang  to  her  a wild  wailing  song. 

And  on  the  rushing  river. 

Where  fishes  played, 

Pa-hoo-ly,  with  his  spear  upraised. 

Rode  in  his  canoe. 

Then  down  from  where  the  rocks  are  bare 
A branch  of  berries  fell 
Into  his  boat. 

Pa-hoo-ly  looked  and  saw  the  maid. 

He  frowned  and  turned  away. 

And  the  currents  of  the  river 
Bore  him  along  his  rippling  way 
To  where  deep  waters,  darkening. 

Received,  on  their  cool  floods, 

Pa-hoo-ly,  in  his  own  swift,  light  canoe. 
Without  one  murmur  at  the  load 
Upon  their  surface  calm. 

Other  suns  arose. 

And  to  the  river  came 

Each  morn  the  dark-eyed  Indian  girl. 

Then  once  again 


The  tall  strong  man 
Like  an  arrow  flew 
Down  the  stream 
In  his  light  canoe. 

And  from  where  the  maiden  sat 
Some  camas,  sweet. 

Were  thrown  into  his  boat. 

In  morrow's  mist 

The  chieftain's  daughter  stood 

And  watched  for  the  river  brave's  return. 

And  like  a flash  he  came; 

And  heeded  Eda-coo-cha  not. 

As  o'er  the  rocks  was  flung, 

A fishing  net. 

Of  woven  grass  roots. 

Young  and  strong  and  light. 

Tuala  wearied  of  mountain  glen 

And  spoke  of  his  sunny  Tualitan  plains. 

He  called  his  braves. 

His  daughter  heard  her  chief's  commands 
And  sighed  and  murmured  not. 

But  once  more  sought  the  river  bank 

And  waited  long 

For  the  light  canoe. 

When  like  the  fish  hawk 
Down  the  stream 

The  fearless  boatman  flew  along, 

Down  from  rocky  heights 

Tualitan  chieftain's  daughter  fell. 

The  waters  opened  wide  their  arms 
To  receive  her  in  her  flight. 

Yon  misty  cloud  arose,  remains! 

And  in  its  soft,  swelling  bosom. 

Touched  by  light, 

Eda-coo-cha ' s spirit  smiles 

Legend  of 

the  Spirit  of  the  Mountains  and 
the  Spirit  of  the  Great  Waters 

Ka-ou-whit-can  (Tualitan) 

"Nanage  okoe  moos  moos!  Hiuc  mammuck  tillicum!  Wake,  nica  six. 

(Snake  River  Indians  - Willamette  and  Tualitan) 

"From  Legends  of  the  Columbia" 

The  trees  that  rise  above  us 
Were  only  slender  then. 

Not  half  as  high  as  these 
That  cast  their  cones 
And  prickly  leaves 
Down  on  the  mountainside. 

In  illa-hee  a spirit  dwelt. 

Great  and  wide  and  tall. 

With  antlers,  on  his  tawny  head. 

That  towered  above  the  tallest  trees. 

Long  hung  his  hair,  like  moss. 

His  arms  were  long. 

And  in  his  hand  he  held  a bow 
Whose  arrows  flew  above  the  trees 


And  mountain  snow 

And  were  lost  above  the  glistening  stars. 
Above  the  moon  and  rolling  clouds. 

When  he  called  the  forest  shook 
And  trembled  with  his  breath. 

Old  Ty-hee  ruled  the  mountain  men 
Who  camped  within  his  glens. 

Far  within  the  rushing  waters 
That  flow  through  illa-hee 
A spirit  lives  who  rules  all  waters. 

As  they  flow  through  rocky  walls. 

He  bids  them  murmur  softly 
And  creep  around  the  rocks. 

Or  dash  and  foam  and  madly  rush 
Through  the  canyons  misty  gloom. 

And  the  waters  all  obey  him; 

And  the  salmon  in  great  shoals 
Go  rushing  up  the  river. 

To  leap  the  rapid's  foam 
And  stem  the  river's  flow. 

They  go  on  through  waters  deep  and  shallow 
Old  Scoo-cum  to  obey. 

To  Great  River  Indians 
He  is  a chief  and  friend. 

Scoo-cum  never  left  his  waters 
To  roam  through  forest  shade. 

But  received  with  loud  rejoicing 
Each  musical  cascade 
That  rushed  down  from  the  mountains 
To  swell  his  river's  flood. 

But  once  when  the  sun  was  setting 
There  came  from  illa-hee. 

With  the  tramp  of  a mighty  chieftain, 

Down  to  the  river's  brink, 

Ty-hee. 

Now,  called  the  old  wood  spirit. 

Rush  down,  old  Scoo-cum' s floods. 

That  I may  reach  your  waters 

At  their  own  chief's  command 

Rippled  and  laughed  in  their  ebb  and  flow 

And  with  the  salmon  played. 

Who  is  chieftain  of  these  waters. 

And  whom  do  they  obey? 

Called  old  Scoo-cum  of  the  river. 

Then  Ty-hees  spirit  burned. 

He  called  upon  the  mountain  fire. 

Where  it  rose  in  leaping  flames. 

He  bade  the  forest  bow  its  head. 

He  called  upon  the  rocks 
To  help  fill  up  the  channel 
Where  old  Scoo-cum  laughed  at  him. 

Down  rolled  the  mighty  boulders 
Into  the  river  bed; 

Then  down  came  half  the  mountain 
Upon  old  Ty-hee' s head! 

In  vain  were  all  his  struggles; 

His  voice  no  longer  rolled 
>From  his  home  upon  the  summit 
Down  the  mountain  gorge. 

Where  the  waters  had  laughed  and  rippled 
A deeper  channel  flowed. 


Claiming  as  new  heritage 
Old  Ty-hees  mountain  gorge. 

Then  Scoo-cum  called  ice-spirit. 

And  cold  and  white  it  came 

To  cut  from  the  great  old  forest  trees 

Limbs,  needles  and  the  cones. 

And  Scoo-cums  waters  bore  away 
And  cleared  old  Ty-hees  vast  domain 
To  claim  it  for  their  own. 


Legend  of  the  Boiling  Springs 

(Snake  River  Indians  - Willamette  and  Tualitan) 

"From  Legends  of  the  Columbia" 

Mo-sho-ne's  Medicine 

Sho-sho-ne  land  was  scorched  with  heat 
>From  rising  of  the  summer  sun 
Until  the  sun  went  down. 

No  cooling  cloud  sailed  in  the  sky 
Between  the  earth  and  sun. 

No  cooling  breeze  swept  o'er  the  land 
With  healing  on  its  wings. 

The  waters  in  the  river  bed 
Sank  down  into  the  sand. 

And  heat  and  drought  reigned  everywhere 
Throughout  Sho-sho-ne  land. 

The  brave  who  hunted  on  the  plain 
Grew  faint  and  ne'er  returned. 

And  he  who  sought  the  river  bank 
Grew  dizzy  and  fell  down. 

Within  Sho-sho-ne  lodges 
Sho-sho-ne  women  lay; 

Hot  arrows  pierced  their  burning  heads. 

There  was  no  draught  to  quench  or  stay 
The  children's  raging  thirst. 

More  swiftly  whirled  the  medicine  men 
No  clouds  appeared  that  day. 

Then  up  rose  from  her  sleeping-mat 
Mo-sho-ne,  from  whose  thinning  hair 
The  snows  of  many  winters 
Would  never  melt  away. 

She  wrapped  no  robe  about  her  form; 

She  took  no  meat  nor  fish. 

To  the  temple  rock  she  went  alone 
To  cry  to  Him  who  heals  the  sick. 

For  seven  days  and  nights  she  stood 

Or  fainting  lay 

Upon  sun-heated  stone. 

For  seven  days  and  nights  she  cried. 

Great  Spirit,  hear  Sho-sho-ne' s cry: 

Send  down  thy  cooling  rain! 

Then  at  her  feet  the  rock  gave  way 
Pure  waters  bubbled  up. 

She  stopped  to  drink,  but  not  of  them 
For  they  were  boiling  hot. 

To  the  stream  she  brought  the  sick 
And  bade  them  bathe  therein. 

They  bathed  and  drank 
And  all  were  cured 
By  Mo-sho-ne's  medicine. 


Union  of  Two  Tribes  - Willamette  and  Tualitan 
(Snake  River  Indians) 

"From  Legends  of  the  Columbia" 

Pe-noc-ene-towus  (The  Man  Who  Sees  Your  Thoughts) , the  Tualitan  chief, 
was  a wise  man.  In  his  lodge  lived  his  son  Scocum-tum-tum  (Brave  Heart) 
and  Tenis-mowich  (Startled  Fawn)  his  daughter.  Pe-noc-ene-towus  had  sent 
Brave  Heart  as  a scout  to  see  that  no  hunter  of  the  Willamette  tribe  was 
killing  the  deer  on  our  hunting  ground  or  catching  fish  from  our 
streams.  Following  up  a deep  ravine,  looking  for  enemies  or  game. 

Brave  Heart  grew  thirsty.  He  started  down  along  the  ravine  to  find 
water.  Hearing  a sound  of  breaking  brush,  he  looked  up  and  saw,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  ravine,  two  objects,  a Willamette  brave  with  an 
arrow  aimed  at  him  and  a great  black  bear. 

Brave  Heart  sprang  with  a whoop  down  into  the  bushes.  The  arrow  from 
the  enemy's  bow  grazed  his  head.  His  leap  and  whoop  frightened  the  bear, 
which  turned  and  started  up  the  mountainside.  A moment  more  and  she 
met  the  Willamette  brave,  who  was  fitting  another  arrow  to  his  bow.  With 
wide  open  mouth  the  bear  rushed  upon  the  Indian.  He  raised  his  bow  and 
struck  her,  breaking  the  bow  and  rendering  it  useless.  As  the  bear 
seized  him,  he  drew  his  long  knife  and  struck  out,  but  his  foot 
caught  on  a protruding  root  of  a tree  and  he  fell.  Bear  and  brave, 
fighting  with  teeth,  claws  and  deadly  knife,  rolled  down  the 
mountainside. 

Brave  Heart,  watching  the  struggle,  soon  saw  that  the  bear  would  be  the 
victor  unless  he  interposed.  He  raised  his  bow  and  took  careful  aim.  His 
arrow  pierced  the  bear's  brain.  He  then  dispatched  her  with 
a knife  and  dragged  his  wounded  and  bleeding  enemy  from  underneath  her. 
Now  take  Was-co-pum's  (Strong  Man's)  scalp.  It  will  hang  in  your  chief's 
lodge  and  make  glad  his  heart. 

Was-co-pum  is  brave!  Brave  Heart  would  feel  no  joy  to  scalp  him  now. 
Brave  Heart  bathed  and  bound  up  the  deep,  bleeding  wounds  of  his  enemy, 
made  a couch  for  him  of  leaves  and  grass  and  sat  down  beside  him. 

Does  Was-co-pum  remember?  Moons  and  moons  have  rolled  since  Brave 
Heart,  a little  brave,  wandered  away  from  his  lodge  on  the  mountainside, 
crossed  the  ridge  and  was  found  by  Was-co-pum,  then  a little  brave  who 
led  Brave  Heart  away  to  the  chief's  lodge.  Your  chief  told  you  I should 
not  be  a prisoner,  neither  should  my  scalp  hang  in  his  lodge.  When  you 
had  given  me  berries  and  fish,  you  led  me  back  in  sight  of  my  father's 
lodge.  Now  I shall  give  you  bear's  meat  and  cool  water.  You  will  rest 
and  return  to  your  tribe.  Another  day  Brave  Heart  will  take  your  scalp 
to  hand  in  his  father's  lodge. 

Suns  rose  and  set  and  Brave  Heart  still  watched  beside  Was-co-pum.  Each 
had  a sister.  Startled  Fawn  and  Caninr-charoo  (Gliding  Canoe).  The  two 
braves  talked;  they  formed  a scheme  for  uniting  the  tribes:  Strong  Man 
should  have  Startled  Fawn  for  a wife  and  Brave  Heart  the  Gliding  Canoe. 
They  buried  their  hatchets  and  smoked  the  pipe  of  peace.  The  sun  was 
low.  As  dark  shadows  crept  out,  there  was  heard  the  howl  of  a wolf.  An 
owl  hooted:  Strong  Man  had  answered.  Nearer  came  the  Howling  Wolf.  Where 
is  the  chief's  son? 

Where  the  shadows  lie  dark  and  heavy.  A friend  has  bound  up  his  wounds, 
made  by  black  man  of  the  mountains,  whose  teeth  were  long  and  sharp. 

Raise  not  your  arrow  nor  unsheathe  your  knife. 

A third  Indian  brave  sat  in  the  darkness.  The  pipe  of  peace  was  passed 
to  him.  Roasted  meat  refreshed  him.  Then  the  young  chiefs  told  him  of 
their  plans.  Howling  Wolf  meditated.  Then  he  spoke: 

My  friends,  he  said.  Howling  Wolf  joins  in  the  wish  of  your  hearts. 

Why  should  our  tribes  keep  their  hatchets  sharp  for  Willamette  and 
Tualitan  braves?  Let  them  smoke  the  pipe  of  peace.  Our  braves  can  fight 
the  big  chiefs  and  the  black  men  of  the  mountains.  Our  women  can  gather 
berries  on  either  side  of  the  mountain;  there  are  plenty  for  all.  Our 
children  can  fish  in  any  stream.  There  is,  in  Tualitan  tribe,  a woman 
who  pleases  the  heart  of  Howling  Wolf.  Once  when  the  sun  was  low, 

O-lal-la  was  far  in  the  woods.  Her  basket  was  full  of  berries.  A black 
man  came  out  of  the  brush  to  take  them  from  her.  She  fled  and  climbed  a 


tree.  Black  man  sat  down  to  eat  from  her  basket.  An  arrow  from  Howling 
Wolf's  bow  found  his  heart.  Now  his  skin  is  in  O-lal-la's  lodge.  Why 
should  our  hatchets  be  sharp  for  Willamette  and  Tualitan  braves? 

Strong  Man's  wounds  were  healed.  When  the  moon  was  full  and  round, 
Willamette  and  Tualitan  chiefs  met  in  council.  There  was  a big  feast. 
Gliding  Canoe,  Startled  Dove,  O-lal-la  and  many  other  women  prepared  it. 
The  hatchet  was  buried,  the  pipe  of  peace  went  round,  the  tribes  were 
united . 

Excerpted  from  the  book: 

"Child  of  the  Sun"  sunreach@pacbell.net 
(reprinted  with  permission  of  the  author:) 

ED  BERWICK 
P.0.  Box  1466 
Los  Altos,  CA  94023 
(415)  948-7449 
opticolorl@aol . com 

"RE : Prayer:  A Farewell"  

Date:  Fri,  1 Nov  1996  08:36:40  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Prayer  Request 

UUCP  email 


A Farewell 

Standing  in  the  twilight  hours  of  a new  day,  long  before 
the  dawn  of  morning,  ready  to  blow  on  an  Eagle  Whistle, 
to  send  on  a final  journey,  one  who  has  gone  before  us. 

Four  times  the  sound  of  an  Eagle  Whistle  will  echo  across 
the  land,  awaking  the  shadows  of  life  as  the  four  winds 
carry  a matter  of  death  to  our  ancestor's  who  await  the 
arrival  of  another  who  will  soon  know  the  answers  of  life 
and  death. 

As  the  whistle  is  blown  into  the  four  directions,  the  songs 
of  long  ago  are  heard  amongst  the  tree  tops,  across  the 
valley  floors  and  through  the  mountains  bringing  clouds  filled 
with  tears  of  our  ancestor's  who  know  that  a life  filled  with 
love  is  coming  before  them  in  a matter  of  death  that  will  live 
within  the  universe  of  life. 

Today  a tear  falls  across  the  land  and  in  the  early  morning  twilight 
we  say  farewell  for  now  and  know  that  in  time,  they  will  join  those 
who  now  stand  over  us  and  guide  us  along  the  path  we  travel. 

For  all  of  life,  we  live  and  die,  and  the  Eagle  Whistle  blows. 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra . net 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/10/31  00:32 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  November  10-16 


NOWEMAPA 

(November) 


(Welehu) 

10 

Take  time  to  enjoy  the  world  around  you. 

11 

The  blue  of  the  sky  perfectly  mirrors  the  blue  of  the  ocean. 

12 

The  reef  fish  dart  in  and  out  of  shadows  like  restless 
dancers . 

13 

In  the  sunlit  ocean,  you  can  barely  see  the  translucent 
beauty  of  the  Portuguese  man  of  war. 

14 

Children  can  see  a world  which  we  have  forgotten. 

15 

In  this  land,  it  is  always  spring. 

16 

The  path  of  self-knowledge  is  different  for  every  person. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  7 November  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  lanet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Fri,  1 Nov  96  20:15:55  GMT 

From:  Peltier  Defense  Committee  <lpdc@idir.net> 

Sub j : Peltier  11/1/96 

Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc . culture . native 

NOVEMBER  19,  1996 

All  Peoples  of  All  Religions,  Around  the  World, 

- A Day  of  Prayer,  Reflection,  and  Concentration- 
Please  join  us  in  a WORLD  DAY  OF  PRAYER,  Preceded  by  a week  of 
action  for  freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier.  President  Clinton  is  now 
considering  Leonard's  Freedom.  We  ask  for 

YOUR  HELP  IN  THE  EXECUTIVE  CLEMENCY  PROCESS 

Beginning  on  November  12th  and  continuing  through  November  19th,  Leonard 
Peltier,  his  family.  Defense  Committee,  and  legal  council  ask  you  to  write, 
phone,  fax  and  e-mail  the  President  directly.  We  ask  anyone  who  has  ever 
wanted  Leonard  released  to  re-affirm  their  commitment  to  freedom. 

Please  write,  phone,  fax,  and  e-mail  the  President  EVERY  DAY  during 
this  time. 

President  William  lefferson  Clinton 

The  White  House 

1600  Pennsylvania  Ave,  NW 

Washington,  DC  20500 

phone  (202)456-1111  fax  (202)456-2461 

e-mail  president@whitehouse.gov 

Peoples  of  the  World  - Please  join  in  solidarity  to  pray  in  your 
own  way  for  Leonard  Peltier  and  President  Clinton. 

loin  World  Religious  Leaders  in  Prayer  and  Ceremony  to  provide 
the  delicate  light  of  freedom  as  we  recognize  those  lost  in  the 
struggle,  including  loseph  Stuntz,  lack  R.  Coler,  and  Ronald 
Williams.  We  pray  for  the  loss  of  life  as  we  respectfully  honor  all 
victims  and  families  that  have  suffered  and  are  hurting  from  denied 


relationships  with  their  loved  ones. 

We  especially  pray  for  President  William  Jefferson  Clinton  and 
seek  to  help  him  make  the  right  decision  on  clemency  for  Leonard 
Peltier,  a process  initiated  on  November  19,  1993.  We  pray  that 
after  twenty  years  the  healing  will  begin. 

Please  plan  respectful  events  in  your  local  communities 
November  19,  1996  or  join  us  in: 

Washington,  DC  at  the  White  House  sidewalk 
For  more  information  contact  LPFC- (202)783-2512 


From  WJJZ52A@prodigy.com 

Date:  Fri,  1 Nov  1996  21:48:43,  -0500 

Subject:  Pow  Wow  to  Honor  all  Veterans  of  all  war 

The  Rapid  City  Indian  Community  is  sponsoring  a Feast  and  Pow  Wow  to 
honor  all  veterans  of  all  wars  and  all  campaigns.... 

November  11,  1996  at  Mother  Butler  Center 
201  Wright  St.  Rapid  City,  SD 
5-7PM  Feast 
7-11  P Pow  Wow 

All  Drums  Groups  Invited .. .All  Dancers  Invited... 

Blanket  Dance  to  Finance  Drum  Groups... 

Information  call:  605  394-9438 
Volunteer  help  is  needed  and  welcomed 
Black  Hills  American  Indian  Center 
PO  Box  538 

Rapid  City,  SD  57709-0538 
605  394-9438 


From 

News  1 

From  Indian  Country: 

Nov . 

15-16 

Silver  Springs  Native  American  Festival 

Silver  Springs,  FL  Info:  352-236 

-2121 

Nov. 

16 

4th  Native  American  Fest,  Novi,  MI 

Info: 

810-352-0990 

Nov. 

16 

NA  Heritage  Day,  Concord,  MA 

Info: 

617-884-4227 

Nov. 

16 

1st  Wookland  Reunion,  Joliet,  IL 

Info. 

815-729-9020,  ext  2566 

Nov. 

21-24 

10th  Thanksgiving,  Tampa,  FL 

Info: 

813-620-3077 

Nov . 

22-24 

Sacred  Lands,  Lakeland,  FL 

Info: 

941-688-3404 

Nov. 

22-24 

Morristown,  Armory,  Morristown,  NJ 

Info: 

919-257-5383 

Nov. 

22-24 

NAIA  Harvest,  The  Big  One,  Memphis 

TN 

Info: 

901-725-6869 

Nov. 

23 

American  Indian  Heritage,  Chicago, 

IL 

Info: 

312-996-4515 

Nov. 

23 

2nd  Fox  Valley,  Oshkosh,  WI 

Info: 

414-424-0896 

From  "The  Spike 


Nov.  15-17  1st  annual  NA-GA-THA-THI-KI  Native  American  Cultural 


Festival,  Naples,  FL  Info:  904-422-0565 


Nov.  15-17  2nd  Annual  Powwow  at  Barber  Co.  Farm,  Clayton,  AL 
Info:  334-775-1115 


Nov.  15-17  Second  Annual  Midlands  Intertribal  Powwow,  Columbia,  SC 
Info:  803-772-9132 


Nov.  16  M.C.N.A.A.  Inc.  Powwow,  Concord,  MA 

Info:  617-884-4227 


Date:  5 Nov  1996  21:05:36  GMT 
From:  toj@alice.net 

Sub j : The  Trail  of  3oy,  The  Return  from  DeSoto's  Path 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 

0 SI  YO'j  Greetings 

lust  a update.  We  are  in  Macon,  GA  and  will  planting  our  7th  tree 
here  in  the  next  few  days. 

We  are  staying  at  Holiday  Inn  on  Chambers  Rd.  912-788-0120  Rm.  159 
Our  Prayers  are  with  you.  Thanks  for  all  of  your  support. 

Your  Friend, 
lames 

ps:  check  out  our  website  <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk> 


This  article  was  posted  to  Usenet  via  the  Posting  Service  at  Deja  News: 
http://www.dejanews.com/  [Search,  Post,  and  Read  Usenet  News!] 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  LPDC, 

Brian  Hauk,  lanet  Smith,  lohn  Walter,  Iordan  Dill,  American  Indian  Movement, 
Pam  Venn,  Scott  Robert  Ladd,  Larry  Kibby,  Will  Frye,  Robert  B.  Bancroft, 
Debra  F.  Sanders,  Dan  Umstead,  Glenn  Welker,  Ben  Clarke  (Press  Release), 
Marcia  Peters  via  Susan  O'Donnel,  Cynthia  M.  Dagnal-Myron,  Dick  Pierce 
-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 


Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE- L or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 


Date:  Thu,  7 November  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  lanet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Tue,  8 Oct  1996  23:41:38  -0700 

From:  cmilda@goodnet.com  (Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)) 
Sub j : American  Indian  Scholarship  Fund  benefit  art  auction 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Please  loin  us  for  our  third  Auction  of 
American  Indian  Fine  Arts  and  Crafts 
to  benefit 

The  University  of  Arizona 
Graduate  College 


AMERICAN  INDIAN  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
SILENT  AND  VOICE  AUCTION 
Sunday,  November  10,  1996 
3:00  p.m  to  6:00  p.m. 
at  the 

DoubleTree  Hotel 
Grand  Ballroom 
445  South  Alvernon  Way 
Tucson  Arizona 

FOOD  AND  REFRESHMENTS  WILL  BE  SERVED 
R.S.V.P.  By  November  5,  1996 

For  ticket  prices  and  other  information,  call  520-621-7989 
Strength  Through  Learning  For  Indian  Nations  for  America 
CONTRIBUTORS  INCLUDE: 

R E Barstow 
Phillip  Beaumont 
Lorenzo  Clayton 
Gerald  Dawavendewa 
Lawrence  Edge 
R C Gorman 
Gene  Barett  Haynes 
Edgar  Hachivi  Heap  of  Birds 
Truman  Lowe 
Duke  Sine 
Roy  M Walters 
Larry  Yazzie 

Special  Thanks  to  the  Pascua  Yaqui  Tribe 
Major  Underwriter  of  the  AISF  Auction 


Date:  Fri,  1 Nov  1996  15:31:36  -0800 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : Oklahoma  State  University  - POW  WOW  (16  November) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


Oklahoma  State  U. 

Stillwater,  OK 
Benefit  Pow  Wow 
November  16,  1996 

Center  for  International  Trade  Development 
Corner  of  Washington  & Hall  of  Fame 


Head 

Singer : 

John  Kemble 

Head 

Man  Dancer: 

Matt  Henneha 

Head 

Lady  Dancer: 

Welana  Fields 

MC: 

Tom  Roughface 

Arena 

i Director: 

Tony  Kills  Crow 

Co-Host:  TBA 


2:00PM 

5:30PM 

7:00PM 

8:00  - 11:30PM 


Gourd  Dance 
Supper 
Gourd  Dance 
Evening  Program 


Sponsored  by  the  Native  American  Student  Association 
For  further  information,  feel  free  to  call 
(405)744-5481 

Arts  & Crafts  Welcome!  No  Drugs  or  Alcohol. 

"RE:  Bkejwanong  Stands  Fast"  


Date:  Sun,  3 Nov  1996  08:30:28  -0500 
From:  susanodo@web.apc.org 

Sub j : Bkejwanong  Stands  Fast!  (on  toxics  in  St.  Clair  River) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


BKE3WAN0NG  STANDS  FAST! 


Bkejwanong  (Walpole  Island  First  Nation)  is  going  to  stand  firm  in 
its  resolve  to  promote  zero  discharge  of  any  toxic  material  into  the 
St.  Clair  River.  This  follows  the  Ministry  of  Environment  and  Energy 
(MOEE)  decision  to  allow  International  Chemical  Industries  (ICI)  to 
dump  750  million  gallons  of  "pond  water"  into  the  St.  Clair  River. 

The  pond  water  is  what  is  left  over  from  ICI ' s fertilizer  production 
plant  which  has  not  functioned  since  the  1980' s.  ICI  claims  that  the 
pond  water  is  safe  and  will  not  effect  people  or  animals. 

Walpole  Island  claims  that  any  discharge  of  any  materials  is  in 
violation  of  a "zero  discharge"  policy.  MOEE  and  the  Michigan  Department 
of  Environment  Quality  (MDEQ)  agree  with  ICI ' s findings  in  that  the 
controlled  release  will  not  harm  the  environment.  The  discharge 
will  take  place  over  a period  of  4.5  years. 

An  Action  Group  has  been  formed  to  continue  to  fight  against  the  ICI 
discharge.  It  is  known  as  "PURE  - People  United  for  River  Ecosystems". 

Some  fellow  American  communities  will  be  working  with  PURE.  The 
focus  for  PURE  is  to  take  the  focus  from  Walpole  Island  and  include 
other  down  river  communities  along  the  banks  of  the  St.  Clair  River 
on  BOTH  sides  of  the  border. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  Darren  Wrightman  at  the  Department 
of  Economic  Development,  Walpole  Island  First  Nation  at  519-627-0746 
or  evenings  at  519-627-7227. 

(NOTE:  this  article  provided  by  Marcia  Peters  - petersmk@web.net) 

"RE : Temagami  Protesters  Maced"  

Date:  Sun,  3 Nov  1996  08:29:48  -0500 
From:  susanodo@web.apc.org 

Sub  j : Temagami  protesters  maced  in  Peterboro,  Ontario 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ Please  refer  to  articles  in  the  NATIVE-L  archives  for  more  information 
on  this  subject.  Those  articles  go  into  more  detail  about  the  issue 
and  explain  its  relevance  to  aboriginal  people  in  Canada.  (See  the 
NativeNet  Web  page  for  details  on  searching  the  archives  - use  the  URL 
"http://www.fdl.cc.mn.us/natnet/")  Note  also  that  this  article  is  more 
than  two  weeks  old,  so  the  urgent  situation  it  describes  has  long  passed. 
If  anyone  has  an  update  on  this  subject,  please  post  it  as  an  update. 
--Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us)  ] 

From:  act@web.net  (ACT  for  Disarmament) 

Subject:  Temagami  protesters  maced  in  Peterboro 

Date:  Tue,  15  Oct  1996  16:08:55  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  thassan@TrentU.ca 

Subject:  Temagami  Demo  at  MNR  in  Peterborough 
COPY  AND  DISTRIBUTE 
News  Release 

Temagami  Action  Group-Peterborough,  Ont. 

For  Immediate  Release-  Tuesday  October  15,  1996  - 4:00  pm 

3 PEOPLE  CHARGED,  6 PEOPLE  MACED,  12  PEOPLE  OCCUPYING  MINISTRY  OF  NATURAL 
RESOURCES  HEADQUARTERS  IN  PETERBOROUGH,  ONTARIO 

Over  100  demonstrators  gathered  outside  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  head 
office  in  Peterborough  today  to  protest  the  continued  logging  of  Northern 
Ontario's  Temagami  region. 

15  people  managed  to  enter  the  lobby  of  the  MNR.  During  a confrontation 
with  the  police  inside  the  MNR  3 people  were  charged  with  assault  police. 

One  person  was  released  two  were  taken  to  the  police  station.  Later  on  one 
protestor  outside  the  building  was  chased  by  police  officers.  He  was 
arrested  for  an  unknown  reason. 

6 outside  protesters  supporting  the  people  inside  the  building  were  maced 
by  the  police  without  warning.  According  to  one  woman  maced  " they  (the 


police)  gave  no  warning,  we  were  pushing  on  the  revolving  door  one  of  the 
police  officers  reached  around  from  behind  me  and  maced  me.  The  police 
officer  then  prevented  me  from  leaving  the  front  of  the  protest  to  get 
medical  attention." 

Citizens  of  Peterborough  were  joined  by  people  from  Kingston,  Guelph,  and 
Toronto  in  expressing  their  outrage  at  the  prospect  of  the  destruction  of 
the  unique  Temagami  region.  Temagami's  Owain  Lake  region,  home  of  North 
America's  third  largest  old  growth  red  and  white  pine  stand,  will  be 
completely  logged  by  December  of  this  year,  if  logging  is  not  stopped  now. 

The  MNR,  under  the  Harris  government,  currently  threaten  s 48%  of  North 
America's  remaining  old  growth  red  and  white  pine  forests,  all  of  them  on 
unceded  Native  land. 

This  summer,  Chris  Hodgson  (Minister  of  Natural  Resources)  rejected  the 
recommendations  of  the  Comprehensive  Planning  Council  and  unilaterally 
withdrew  from  treaty  negotiations  with  the  Teme-Augama  Anishnabai.  The 
MNR  has  now  approved  77%  of  Temagami  for  mining  and  71%  for  logging.  Only 
24%  of  the  old  growth  forest  is  protected.  Presently,  Ontario's  old  growth 
forests  cover  less  than  1%  of  their  original  range. 

The  police  have  given  a warning  that  they  will  be  arresting  the  protestors 
occupying  the  MNR  lobby. 

For  more  information  contact  the  Temagami  Action  Group  Media  Liaison  at 
(705)  749-3120 

"RE : Organization  Discusses  Government  Issues"  

Date:  Fri,  1 Nov  1996  02:55:38  +0000 

From:  umstead@oneida-nation.org  (Dan  Umstead) 

Sub j : National  Indian  Organization  Discusses  Government  Issues 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

National  Indian  Organization  Discusses  Government  Issues 

ONEIDA  INDIAN  NATION  TERRITORY,  via  Oneida,  NY  --  A piece  of 
federal  legislation  passed  in  the  waning  days  of  the  last  Congress  has 
deprived  one  Indian  tribe  of  its  rights  to  establish  gaming  operations 
and  has  some  Indian  leaders  concerned  for  the  sovereign  status  of  their 
governments.  Officials  of  a major  Indian  organization  called  the  rider 
attached  to  a last  minute  appropriations  bill  a threat  to  all  tribes  and 
nations . 

This  and  other  legislation  were  discussed  as  part  of  the  United 
South  and  Eastern  Tribes'  (USET)  annual  meeting  Wednesday.  Leaders  of  23 
tribes  and  Indian  nations  were  briefed  by  members  of  several  congressional 
staffs  and  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  But,  it  was  the  comments  of 
leaders  of  one  eastern  tribe  which  caused  the  most  concern  among  those  at 
the  meeting. 

Randy  Noka,  first  councilman  of  the  Narragansett  Indian  Tribe  of 
Rhode  Island,  told  USET  delegates  a rider  added  to  an  appropriations  bill 
in  September  violated  his  tribe's  rights  under  the  Indian  Gaming 
Regulatory  Act  (IGRA). 

Noka  said  the  rider,  attached  to  the  bill  by  Sen.  John  Chafee  of 
Rhode  Island,  claims  the  tribe's  federal  trust  lands  are  not  Indian  land 
for  the  purposes  of  gaming  under  IGRA. 

This  was  an  attack  not  just  on  our  gaming  rights,  but  also  on  our 
sovereignty  rights  and  our  civil  rights,  said  Noka.  What  Senator  Chafee 
did  to  us,  another  senator  could  do  to  you.  Next  year  in  the  next 
Congress,  there  could  be  more  of  the  same.  These  are  dangerous  times  for 
Indian  Country. 

Noka  appealed  to  USET  to  support  the  Narragansetts ' efforts  to 
undo  the  consequences  of  Chafee's  bill.  The  tribe,  which  has  about  2,300 
members  living  on  its  2,500-acre  reservation  in  southwest  Rhode  Island, 
also  is  seeking  the  assistance  of  all  Indians,  asking  them  to  attend  a 
rally  to  be  held  at  the  Rhode  Island  State  House  at  9 a.m.  on  November 
16. 

Tim  Glidden,  majority  counsel  for  the  House  Subcommittee  on  Native 


American  and  Insular  Affairs,  said  the  leading  legislative  concern  for 
Indian  Country  when  the  105th  Congress  convenes  next  lanuary  must  be  the 
repeal  of  the  Chafee  rider.  He  called  it  a direct  attack  on  the 
sovereignty  of  all  Indian  tribes  and  nations. 

Raho  Ortiz,  deputy  counsel  for  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  said  Sen.  Chafee  is  not  the  only  member  of  Congress  who  is  not 
supportive  of  Indian  tribes  and  nations  and  their  efforts  to  obtain 
economic  security  for  their  people.  Because  of  this,  he  urged  USET 
delegates  to  become  more  involved  politically. 

He  said  this  is  made  more  serious  by  the  fact  that  many  members  of 
Congress  who  were  friends  of  Indian  Country  have  left  office.  Their 
replacements,  said  Ortiz,  need  to  be  educated  about  the  concerns  and  needs 
of  Indian  people. 


For  more  information  send  email  to  umstead@oneida-nation.org,  contact  Ken 
Zeszutko,  media  coordinator,  Oneida  Nation  Communications  Department  at 
(315)  361-7896. 


For  media  advisories,  other  news,  and  further  background  information,  visit 
the  Oneida  Nation's  site  on  the  World  Wide  Web  at  http://one-web.org/oneida/ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Daniel  Umstead  The  Oneida  Indian  Nation 

Internet  Coordinator  "A  Sovereign  Nation 

Oneida  Indian  Nation  in 

http://one-web.org/oneida/  Cyber-space! " 

315-361-6300  http://one-web.org/oneida/ 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


"RE : me  Letter/Shoshone"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Oct  1996  16:42:15  PST 

From:  scottrobertladd@juno.com  (Scott  Robert  Ladd) 

Sub j : IITC  Letter  / Web  article  about  Shoshone 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

International  Indian  Treaty  Council  (IITC) 

54  Mint  Street,  Suite  #400 
San  Francisco,  California  94103 
Telephone:  (415)  512-1501 
Fax:  (415)  512-1507 

E-mail:  iitc@igc.apc.org  Administrative  Office 

456  N.  Alaska  Street 
Palmer,  Alaska  99645 
Telephone:  (907)  745-4482 
Fax:  (970)  745-4484 

E-mail:  iitcak@corcom.com  <Picture:  IITC> 

September  15,  1996 
To:  Mr.  Abdelfattah  Amor 

United  Nations  Special  Rapportuer  on  Religious  Intolerance 

c/o  Mr.  Dulian  Berger,  U.N.  Center  for  Human  Rights,  Geneva  via  FAX 

cc:  United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 
United  States  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
United  States  Department  of  State 
United  States  Department  of  Justice 
President  Bill  Clinton 

United  Nations  Secretary  General  Boutros  Boutros  Ghali 
Oro  Nevada  Mining  Company 
Western  Shoshone  National  Council 


Greetings.  The  International  Indian  Treaty  Council , in  its  capacity  as  a 
Non-governmental  Organization  with  Consultative  Status  to  the  United 
Nations  Economic  and  Social  Council,  wishes  to  bring  an  urgent  matter  to 
your  attention  in  which  the  activities  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  and  the  Oro  Nevada  Mining  Company  directly  threaten  the 
religious  freedom  and  practice  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Indian  Nation 
through  proposed  mining  and  drilling  activities  at  the  site  of  a sacred 
hot  springs  near  Elko  Nevada. 

This  hot  springs  has  had  a deep  and  profound  spiritual  significance  for 
the  Western  Shoshone  People  since  time  immemorial.  Mining  or  drilling 
activities  at  or  near  the  vicinity  of  that  site  (in  the  area  referred  to 
as  Section  10,  Township  28  North,  Range  49  East)  constitutes  a direct  and 
irrevocable  assault  on  the  Western  Shoshone  religion. 

As  you  know,  at  the  recent  session  of  the  United  Nations  Subcommission  for 
the  Protection  of  Minorities  and  Prevention  of  Discrimination  the 
Subcommission  passed  an  historic  resolution  recognizing  and  emphasizing 
the  "spiritual  connection  that  indigenous  peoples  have  with  the  land  and 
the  relationship  of  traditional  lands  with  the  practice  of  indigenous 
religion"  (E/CN. 4/Sub. 2/L. 39) . The  proposed  desecration  of  this  sacred 
site  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  right  to  freedom  of  religious  belief 
and  practice  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation,  recognized  by  both 
international  and  U.S.  federal  laws. 

We  thank  you  for  any  attention  or  investigation  you  can  initiate  to 
address  this  urgent  matter  in  a manner  that  upholds  the  basic  human  rights 
and  fundamental  freedoms  recognized  for  all  Peoples,  including  the  Western 
Shoshone  and  other  Indigenous  Peoples. 

Sincerely, 

Andrea  Carmen 
Executive  Director,  IITC 

See  also  "http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/subject/shoshone/"  for 
legal  documents  and  other  papers  related  to  the  Shoshone  intervention  in 
US  v.  Nye  assembled  by  Prof.  Peter  d'Errico.  --SRL 

Scott  Robert  Ladd  957  Empire  Street  voice:  +1  970  387  0271 

ScottRobertLadd@juno.com  P.O.  Box  617  fax:  +1  970  387  0277 

Silverton,  CO  81433  USA 

- "RE:  Oneida  Leader  is  Re-elected"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Oct  1996  22:57:50  +0000 
From:  umstead@oneida-nation.org  (Dan  Umstead) 

Sub j : Oneida  Nation  Leader  is  Re-elected  to  Top  National  Post 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NEWS  --  NEWS  --  NEWS  --  NEWS  October  30,  1996 

ONEIDA  INDIAN  NATION  TERRITORY,  via  Oneida,  NY  --  A member  of  the 
Oneida  Indian  Nation's  government  has  been  selected  today  (Wednesday,  Oct. 
30)  for  a second  two-year  term  as  president  of  one  of  the  leading  Native 
American  organizations  in  the  United  States. 

Keller  George,  a member  of  the  Oneida  Nation's  Men's  Council  and 
special  assistant  to  the  Nation  Representative  and  head  of  the  Oneida 
Nation  Gaming  Commission,  has  been  re-elected  president  of  the  United 
South  and  Eastern  Tribes  (USET).  The  election  was  held  during  the 
organization's  annual  meeting  at  the  Hilton  Hotel  in  Myrtle  Beach,  S.C. 

"I  look  forward  to  moving  this  organization  ahead  in  the  next  two 
years,"  said  George.  "The  purpose  of  this  organization  has  always  been 
strength  through  unity.  We  will  go  forward  in  unity  and  push  forward  the 
issues  that  are  important  in  all  of  Indian  Country,"  he  said. 

Elected  vice  president  of  the  organization  was  Eddie  Tullis, 


chairman  of  the  Poarch  Band  of  Creek  Indians,  from  Alabama.  Beverly 
Wright,  chairman  of  the  Wampanoag  Tribe  of  Gay  Head,  located  in 
Massachusetts,  was  elected  secretary.  Elected  to  the  post  of  treasurer 
was  Cliv  Dore,  governor  of  the  Passamaquoddy  Tribe,  of  Maine. 

With  23  federally  recognized  member  tribes  and  Indian  governments 
located  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  from  Maine  to  Florida,  USET  is  one 
of  the  leading  Indian  organizations  in  the  United  States.  USET  is 
dedicated  to  enhancing  the  development  of  Indian  tribes  and  nations, 
improving  the  capabilities  of  their  governments,  and  assisting  member 
tribes  and  nations  in  dealing  with  public  policy  issues  to  meet  the  needs 
of  Indian  people  across  the  United  States. 

These  are  important  times  for  Indian  nations  and  tribes  and  a 
variety  of  issues  and  challenges  are  demanding  the  attention  of  our 
peoples,  said  George.  USET  can  play  an  important  leadership  role, 
especially  as  an  advocate  for  Indian  governments  which  are  looking  to 
improve  the  lives  of  their  members.  Our  other  main  objective  is  to  foster 
greater  unity  among  all  Indian  people. 

George  formerly  served  as  secretary  of  USET.  He  also  is  the 
treasurer  of  USET's  Gaming  Association,  and  is  the  alternate 
representative  to  the  Northeastern  area  vice  president  of  the  National 
Congress  of  American  Indians.  George  also  is  a member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  National  Indian  Gaming  Association. 

In  his  capacity  as  special  assistant  to  the  Nation  Representative, 
George  represents  the  Oneida  Nation  at  the  local,  state  and  national 
levels  as  the  Nation's  only  full-time  diplomat.  He  represents  the  Wolf 
Clan  on  the  Nation's  Men's  Council,  and  also  serves  as  first 
representative  and  treasurer  for  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation  Gaming 
Commission,  which  oversees  gaming  and  licensing  at  the  Oneidas'  Turning 
Stone  Casino.  He  also  has  been  involved  with  the  management  of  the 
Nation's  earlier  enterprises. 


For  more  information  contact  Ken  Zeszutko,  media  coordinator,  Oneida 
Nation  Communications  Department  at  (315)  361-7896. 


For  media  advisories,  other  news,  and  further  background  information,  visit 
the  Oneida  Nation's  site  on  the  World  Wide  Web  at  http://one-web.org/oneida/ 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Daniel  Umstead  The  Oneida  Indian  Nation 

Internet  Coordinator  "A  Sovereign  Nation 

Oneida  Indian  Nation  in 

http://one-web.org/oneida/  Cyber-space! " 

315-361-6300  http://one-web.org/oneida/ 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


"RE : TallMountain  Awards  1996"  

Date:  Fri,  1 Nov  1996  13:42:05  -0800 
From:  bclarke@igc . ape . org  (Ben  Clarke) 

Sub j : TallMountain  Awards  1996  (ceremony  in  San  Francisco,  23  November) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

THE  TALLMOUNTAIN  CIRCLE 

A Project  of  the  Tenderloin  Reflection  and 
Education  Center  (TREC) 

P.O.  Box  423115, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94142 
(510)  535-2020 
e-mail  address: 
bclarke@igc . ape . org 

Advisory  Board: 

Paula  Gunn  Allen 
Ben  Clarke 


Kitty  Costello 
Dudith  St.  George 
Beth  Saunders 
Yvonne  Yarber 

November  1,  1996 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

The  advisory  board  of  the  TallMountain  Circle  is  pleased  to  announce  the 
1996  recipients  of  the  Mary  TallMountain  award  for  creative  writing  and 
community  service:  Abena  Songbird,  a Missisquoi  Abenaki  poet  and 
songwriter  from  Swanton,  Vermont  and  Kali  Grosberg  for  the  Tenderloin 
Older  Writers  Network,  a group  which  promotes  workshop  and  publishing 
opportunities  for  elders  in  the  Tenderloin  district  of  San  Francisco. 

The  awards  ceremony  will  kick  off  the  Tenderloin  Reflection  and  Education 
Center's  Spirit  of  the  Streets  celebration  on  Saturday,  November  23,  1996 
at  1 p.m.  at  135  Golden  Gate  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  CA.  The  public  is 
invited  to  join  us  for  the  awards  as  well  as  readings  and  workshops  which 
will  follow. 

The  awards  are  part  of  the  TallMountain  Circle's  goal  of  supporting  those 
who  give  voice  to  the  experience  of  Native  Americans  and  the  dispossessed 
of  society.  Writers  interested  in  applying  for  the  1997  awards  may  write 
for  guidelines  from  TallMountain  Circle.  P.0.  Box  423115,  San  Francisco, 

CA.  94142 

Award  winners  will  receive  an  honorarium  of  $100-$300  and  be  featured 
readers  in  public  events  of  the  TallMountain  Circle  throughout  the  year. 

The  TallMountain  Circle  produces,  promotes  and  distributes  Mary 
TallMountain ' s literary  works.  Established  as  a project  of  the  Tenderloin 
Reflection  and  Education  Center  (TREC),  the  Circle  carries  on  the  work 
that  Mary  TallMountain  embodied  by  supporting  those  who  give  voice  to  the 
experience  of  Native  Americans  and  the  dispossessed  in  this  society.  Each 
year  the  Advisory  Board  selects  recipients  of  the  TallMountain  Award  for 
Creative  Writing  and  Community  Service  and  conducts  public  readings  of 
award  winners  work.  All  of  TallMountain ' s book  length  works  are 
distributed  by  the  Circle  as  well  as  broadsides,  chapbooks  and  anthologies 
in  which  she  is  prominently  featured. 

Since  her  death  in  September  of  1994  the  TallMountain  Circle  has  reprinted 
her  1991  collection  A Quick  Brush  of  Wings  (Freedom  Voices  1991)  published 
the  Posthumous  collection  Listen  to  the  Night  (Freedom  Voices  1995)  and 
issued  a chapbook  of  previously  unpublished  poems  of  Haiku  and  other 
poetic  forms. 

Biographical  Information 

Mary  TallMountain  Athabaskan  Poet 

"Her  spirit  and  her  ability  to  connect  the  different  worlds  of  her 
experience  teach  us  much  about  how  to  live  our  lives  properly." 

Barry  Lopez 

"Her  poetry  is  a permanent  testament  to  the  rich  tapestry  of 
experience  that  was  her  life." 

Bill  Moyers 

"Mary  TallMountain  was  a poet  who  listened  to  the  night.  She 
listened  for  the  voices  of  ancestors  and  to  dreams.  She  knew  the  whispers 
of  the  powerless  ones,  the  endangered  ones,  the  vanished  ones,  and  she 
knew  the  survivors,  too." 

Kitty  Costello 

Mary  TallMountain  was  a Native  Alaskan  of  Koyukon-Athabaskan,  Russian  and 
Celtic  descent.  She  was  born  in  Nulato  village  on  the  Yukon  River  in 
1918.  When  her  mother  contracted  tuberculosis,  she  became  the  first  child 
in  her  village  ever  to  be  adopted  out  by  an  Anglo  couple.  At  age  fourteen 
she  moved  with  her  adoptive  family  to  Central  California,  and  did  not 
return  to  her  homeland  for  more  than  fifty  years.  She  was  a long-  time 
resident  of  San  Francisco,  yet  the  Yukon  River  colored  her  mindset  early; 
it  provided  a rich  source  for  much  of  her  writing  and  is  her  "spirit's 


home."  She  died  on  September  2,  1994  in  Petaluma,  California. 

For  more  than  20  years,  TallMountain  was  active  in  the  Native  American 
literature  renaissance.  Her  poems  and  stories  have  been  published  in 
dozens  of  anthologies  and  periodicals  nationwide,  including  The  Language 
of  Life,  The  Harpers  Anthology  of  Twentieth  Century  Native  American 
Poetry,  The  Alaska  Quarterly,  and  Animals  Agenda.  She  read  for 
audiences  throughout  California  and  Alaska,  and  her  work  is  used  in 
teaching  Native  American  Studies  at  many  colleges  and  universities 
throughout  the  United  States.  In  1989  TallMountain  read  and  was 
interviewed  by  Bill  Moyers  for  his  PBS  poetry  series  called  The  Power  of 
the  Word. 

Her  work  has  been  collected  in  book  form  in  The  Light  on  the  Tent  Wall, 
(UCLA  Press,  1990)  and  A Quick  Brush  of  Wings  (Freedom  Voices,  1991)  as 
well  as  the  posthumous  collection  Listen  To  the  Night  (Freedom  Voices, 

1995) . The  Rasmussen  Library  at  the  University  of  Alaska  in  Fairbanks 
houses  an  archival  collection  of  TallMountain ' s published  and  unpublished 
works.  Mary  TallMountain  was  a powerful  presence  in  the  Tenderloin 
community  of  San  Francisco.  She  was  Poet-in-Residence  at  the  Tenderloin 
Reflection  and  Education  Center  (TREC)  and  for  many  years  published  a 
column  called  "Meditations  for  Wayfarers"  in  the  Franciscan  publication 
The  Way. 

To  receive  a copy  of  the  TallMountain  Circle  merchandise  catalogue,  please 
contact  Ben  Clarke  (bclarke@igc.apc.org)  or  write  to  the  TallMountain 
Circle  at  the  postal  address  given  at  the  beginning  of  this  article. 
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This  issue  contains  articles  from  Activist  , IND-NET  & NATIVE-L 
list servers;  Newsgroups : ape . indig. info , soc . culture . native , alt . native 

UUCP  & genie  email 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"We  must  learn  to  start  walking  the  red  road  once  more  and  stop  chasing 
each  other  down  that  east  road  that  will  lead  only  to  self  destruction. 
Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  TorreSj  Taino 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  ConfederacieSj 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitutionj 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


Follow  this  slowly.  See  if  you  feel  the  sense  of  despair  I do,  or  maybe 
it  is  astonishment  that  people  can  fall  so  far  into  stupidity  and  disgrace. 

I then  ask  if  you  will  take  a moment  to  send  a card  or  letter  to  the 
officials  in  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota  and  explain  quietly  and  sincerely 
what  is  wrong  with  this  idiotic  plan. 

I will  begin  with  a quote  from  the  November  8,  1996  issue  of  the  _Rapid 
City  3ournal_  under  the  byline  of  Staff  Writer  Heidi  Bell. 

CITY  DEER  SHOOTING  TO  START 
December  Targeted 

"Rapid  City  officials  are  aiming  at  a target  date  in  early  December  to 
begin  shooting  deer  in  the  city. 

For  several  years,  city  residents  have  complained  of  deer  eating  their 
gardens,  injuring  their  pets  and  causing  traffic  hazards. 

With  an  estimated  1,800  deer  in  town,  mostly  on  the  west  side,  city 
officials  have  struggled  to  find  a way  to  thin  the  herd. 

The  latest  herd  management  program,  approved  by  the  Rapid  City  Council 
Sept  16,  calls  for  deer  to  be  baited  to  carefully  selected  sites,  then  shot 
by  trained  marksmen.  Meat  will  be  given  to  local  charities. 

Among  potential  kill  sites  is  Meadowbrook  Golf  Course.  Selected  sites 
will  be  clearly  marked. 

The  goal  is  to  shoot  250  deer  per  year  "until  such  time  as  the  herd  is 
more  manageable."  This  plan  authorizes  shooting  between  Dec  1 and  March 
15,  1997. 

...  Payment  will  be  $65  per  doe  and  $40  per  buck. 

end  of  quoted  article  material  

In  the  state  of  South  Dakota  there  are  state  regulated  days  of  hunting 
deer.  The  penalty  for  shooting  a deer  outside  of  season  is  a $250  fine, 
three  days  in  jail  and  one  year's  loss  of  hunting  privileges. 

The  city  penalty  for  firearm  discharge  is  a $100  fine  and  30  days  in  jail. 

It  appears  that  those  citizens  of  South  Dakota  must  abide  by  the  intent 
of  the  letter  of  the  law,  EXCEPT  those  who  are  exempted  to  systematically 
bait  and  slaughter  animals  who  are  by  their  very  nature,  a integral  part  of 
the  overall  design  of  Mother  Earth. 

In  a time  when  Native  Americans  face  having  to  purchase  state  fishing 
and  hunting  licenses  to  hunt  food  on  their  own  reservations,  it  is 
amazingly  obscene  that  they  would  be  fined  and  jailed  if  they  sought  to 
hunt  250  deer  to  feed  their  starving  families  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation. 

I may  be  wrong,  but  I am  betting  that  the  "selected  charities"  this  "bait 
and  slaughter  plan"  will  feed  don't  include  many  of  the  elders  in  need  on 
either  the  Pine  Ridge  or  Rose  Bud  Reservations.  I sincerely  pray  I receive 
a letter  of  outrage  telling  me  how  wrong  I am  about  this,  but  past  history 
tells  us  the  Lakota  and  Dakota  are  not  high  on  the  Rapid  City  Council's 
"help  list". 

We,  in  First  Nations,  know  that  permission  must  always  be  asked  to  take 
the  life  of  the  deer  and  it  must  be  thanked  for  sacrificing  it's  life  so 
that  we  may  live.  Traditionals  know  that  there  are  severe  penalties  when 
this  is  not  observed.  We  also  know  deer  carry  great  medicine. 

Perhaps,  at  first  glance,  this  article  might  seem  trivial.  It  takes 
little  math  to  add  up  that  over  1,000  deer  could  be  slaughtered  in  a four 
year  period,  which  is  enough  deer  to  feed  most  of  the  families  of  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation. 


Twenty  Five  Thousand  Dollars  would  also  go  a long  way  in  supporting 
heating  programs  for  the  elderly  or  winterization.  To  spend  this  amount  of 
money  for  bounty  hunters  is  beyond  comprehension. 

The  Washichu  mentality  of  murdering  an  animal  simply  because  it's  hooves 
dig  up  their  country  club  golf  course  is  a excellent  example  of  how  First 
Nations  are  at  odds  with  the  Dominant  Culture's  superficial  value  system. 

I strongly  urge  all  those  who  read  these  words  to  write  and  especially 
flood  the  city  phones  with  calls  protesting  the  impending  action  of  deer 
extermination . 

South  Dakota  Fish  Game  and  Parks  is  at  3305  West  South  Street,  Rapid 
City,  SD  57702  605-394-2391. 

The  Director  of  Parks  Dept  who  is  in  charge  of  this  project  can  be 
reached  at  2915  Canyon  Lake  Drive  Rapid  City,  SD  57702  605-394-4175. 

The  Rapid  City  Mayor's  Office  at  605-394-4110  300  6th  St.,  Rapid  City, 

SD  57701 

The  TOLL  FREE  number  for  the  "Poacher's  Flot  Line"  (to  turn  in  potential 
poachers)  is  800-592-5522.  I strongly  urge  you  to  call  this  hot  line  and 
inform  them  that  potential  poachers  include  the  City  of  Rapid  City. 

Letters  of  protest  against  the  deer  slaughter  can  be  E mailed  to  the  Rapid 
City  Journey  at  journal@rapidnet . com 

There  are  opposing  articles  representing  different  factions  representing 
themselves  as  AIM.  Let  me  make  one  point  very  clear  again.  This  newsletter 
is  not  established  to  judge.  As  in  the  case  of  the  Hopi-Navajo  land 
dispute  both  sides  of  the  issue  were  aired,  when  articles  were  made 
available.  The  People  of  the  First  Nations  have  always  held  that  all  sides 
must  be  heard  before  a consensus  may  be  reached.  So  it  is  now  with  the  two 
camps  representing  AIM.  I am  especially  uncomfortable  with  this  because  I 
strongly  support  the  goals  and  intent  of  AIM.  Still,  the  People  must  come 
to  a decision  knowing  all  that  is  being  said. 

Flave  you  called  or  written  on  behalf  of  Leonard  Peltier  today,  this  week, 
this  month? 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

gars@netcom . com 
gars@juno.com 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@genie.com 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 
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"RE ; Brutal  Police  Attacks"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Oct  1996  18:37:08  -0700 
From:  Brian  Hauk  <bghauk@infomatch . com> 

Sub j : Brutal  police  attacks  against  Native  rights  protesters 

UUCP  email 

#35:Canada:  Gov't  is  the  criminal 

from  the  Militant,  vol. 59/no. 35  September  25,  1995 

Brutal  police  attacks  against  Native  rights  protesters  in  Ontario  and 
British  Columbia  have  left  one  person  dead  and  at  least  four  more  injured 
by  cop  bullets.  Hundreds  of  cops  and  some  Canadian  army  personnel,  armed 
with  assault  rifles,  land  mines,  and  other  weapons  are  being  used  in  a 
blatant  attempt  to  intimidate  and  terrorize  native  people  and  their 
supporters . 

Widespread  protests  are  needed  to  counter  the  government  campaign,  get 
out  the  truth  about  these  vicious  assaults,  and  help  prevent  further 
attacks  by  the  cops. 

In  Ontario,  38-year  old  Anthony  George  was  killed  when  the  Ontario 
Provincial  Police  (OPP)  attacked  native  people  from  the  Kettle  and  Stony 
Point  Chippewa  band  who  are  occupying  a sacred  burial  ground  at  Ipperwash 
Provincial  Park  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Huron.  The  standoff  by  native  people 
against  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  (RCMP)  at  Gustafsen  Lake  in 
northern  British  Columbia  is  also  about  unsettled  native  land  claims.  This 
summer  native  people  have  erected  barricades  and  occupied  land  at  seven 
different  points  across  the  country. 

The  federal  and  provincial  governments  along  with  the  cops  are  waging  a 
racist  campaign  to  paint  the  native  fighters  as  outlaws  and  criminals  and 
the  cops  as  defenders  of  law  and  order. 

Ontario  premier  Mike  Harris  rejected  out  of  hand  Assembly  of  First 
Nations  Grand  Chief  Ovide  Mercredi's  demand  that  he  negotiate  with  the 
protesters  at  Ipperwash.  "It's  a matter  for  the  police,"  he  said  with 
indifference  toward  the  lives  of  Natives. 

We  are  "criminals  in  relation  to  who?"  asked  Steve  Wolfe,  a Stoney  Point 
band  councilor.  "Who  did  the  shooting?  Who  died?" 

The  Native  fighters  are  not  intimidated.  Over  one  thousand  from  across 
North  America  attended  the  funeral  for  Anthony  George  at  the  Ipperwash 
camp.  Demonstrations  in  support  of  their  struggles  have  been  held  in 
cities  across  the  country. 

Native  people  justifiably  reject  the  cop  investigations  of  their  own 
actions  and  are  demanding  an  independent  inquiry  into  the  killing  of 
Anthony  George. 

The  government  armed  forces  should  immediately  withdraw  from  the  areas 
claimed  by  the  Native  protesters. 

The  trigger-happy  cops  that  murdered  George  and  wounded  others  should  be 
prosecuted  and  punished  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law. 

The  land  claims  of  Native  people  across  the  country  should  be  recognized 
and  settled  without  further  delay. 

It  is  urgent  for  all  working  people  to  support  these  demands.  In  the 
context  of  the  deepening  political  and  economic  crisis  facing  Canada's 
capitalist  rulers  the  state  force  used  against  Native  people  today  will  be 
turned  against  strikers  on  picket  lines  tomorrow,  or  working  people  and 
students  fighting  cuts  to  education  and  social  services. 

To  get  an  introductory  12-week  subscription  to  the  Militant  in  the 
U.S.,  send  $10  US  to:  The  Militant,  410  West  Street,  New  York,  NY  10014. 
For  subscription  rates  to  other  countries,  send  e-mail  to 
themilitant@igc.apc.org  or  write  to  the  above  address. 

"RE;  Autonomous  AIM"  


Date:  Tue,  12  Nov  1996  18:36:10  -0700  (MST) 


From:  "Leo  Chavez,  Dr."  <cchavez(3Colorado . EDU> 

Sub j : Autonomous  AIM  (fwd) 

Dordan  Dill  sent  this  to  me.  I do  not  know  what  it  is  about  but  I am 
going  to  check  it  out. 

Dordan  S.  Dill:  Autonomous  AIM  Wed,  06  Nov  1996 

13:25 

Good  day  all . . . 

As  many  are  aware  "Autonomous  AIM"  has  "walked  out"  of  the 
political  indigenous  proceedings  in  Geneva.  Note  the  following: 

"AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT 

"AUTONOMOUS  CONFEDERATION 

"GENEVA,  SWITZERLAND  OCTOBER  24,  1996 

"ON  THE  OCCASION  OF  THE  MEETING  OF  THE  UNITED  NATIONS 

"OPEN-ENDED  INTERSESSIONAL  WORKING  GROUP  CONSIDERING 

"THE  DRAFT  DECLARATION  ON  THE  RIGHTS  OF  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES 

"The  American  Indian  Movement  is  a legitimate  National 
Liberation  Organization  in  the  original  indigenous  territories  of 
North  America  now  claimed  by  the  United  States.  We  have  been  active  at 
the  United  Nations  since  before  there  was  a Working  Group  on  Indigenous 
Peoples  and  before  there  was  a Draft  Declaration.  It  is  because  of  our 
long-standing  work  in  this  forum  that  we  feel  compelled  to  inform  you 
why  we  are  leaving  this  process  today." 


The  American  Indian  Movement  does  NOT  recognize  Autonomous  AIM  as 
a legitimate  entity.  By  definition,  autonomous  means  "self-governing." 

In  an  effort  to  clarify  Autonomous  AIM's  recent  Geneva  declaration 
I ask  you  to  note  the  following.  Comments  re  this  are,  of  course, 
welcomed  on  the  First  Nations  List 

<http://www.dickshovel.com/mailinglist.html>.  However,  should  anyone 
have  any  questions  that  they  might  like  to  ask  of  me  send  them  to  me 
privately: 

"To:  All  AIM  Chapters 

Representatives,  members,  Indian  organizations  and  people  and 
Organizations  in  Solidarity  with  Indian  People 
"From:  Vernon  Bellecourt, 

National  Representative  and  Founding  Board  member 
American  Indian  Movement 
"Date:  August  7,1995 

"This  memorandum  should  be  considered  by  all  interested  persons  and 
organizations  as  official  notice  that  a person  identifying  himself  as 
Bobby  Castillo  <http://www.dickshovel.com/castillo.html>  is  not  now  nor 
in  the  past  a leader,  representative,  or  member  of  the  American  Indian 
Movement  (AIM) . 

"Bobby  Castillo,  after  he  was  released  from  federal  prison,  showed 
up  at  the  office  of  The  International  Indian  Treaty  Council  in  San 
Francisco,  California  offering  his  services  as  a part-time  volunteer. 

"Almost  immediately  upon  his  arrival,  the  staff  at  IITC  began  to 
have  some  serious  concerns  regarding  a pattern  of  disturbing  and 
disruptive  incidents  involving  Mr.  Castillo.  For  these  reasons  on 
December  1,  1993  Bobby  Castillo  was  expelled  from  IITC  activities  and 
office.  IITC  is  the  International  diplomatic  and  political  arm  of  the 
American  Indian  Movement. 

"Mr.  Castillo  then  self-proclaimed  himself  a leader  in  the  American 
Indian  Movement.  Which  fraudulent  representation,  he  continues  to 
perpetrate  nationally  and  internationally.  We  continue  to  get  reports 
from  friends  and  supporters  nationally  and  internationally  on  how  he 
disrupts  and  distorts  the  true  philosophy  of  the  American  Indian 
Movement . 

"Bobby  Castillo  is  a phony,  fraud,  and  a wannabee.  According  to 
people  who  know  him,  he  has  always  identified  with  his  Hispanic  roots. 
Only  upon  release  from  prison  did  he  began  to  identify  with  an  Indian 


tribe . 

"More  serious,  he  is  one  of  approximately  fourteen  persons,  some 
the  targets  of  American  Indian  Movement  Internal  and  External  Security 
ongoing  investigations  as  being  agent/operatives  for  the  FBI/CIA 
attempts  to  divide  and  destroy  the  American  Indian  Movement. 

"Along  with  the  following  suspected  government  agents,  conspirators 
and/or  collaborators  or  dupes,  Bobby  Castillo,  David  Hill,  Ward 
Churchill,  Russell  Means,  Glen  Morris,  Bob  Robideaux,  Doe  Locust  Sr., 

Sharon  Venne,  George  Martin,  Donald  Grinde  Dr.,  Dian  Million  and  Shelly 
Davis  have  tried  to  divide  and  destroy  the  American  Indian  Movement. 

"By  declaring  the  existence  of  a so  called  confederation  of 
autonomous  american  indian  movement,  they  have  been  able  to  dupe  several 
Indian  people  and  communities  into  playing  into  their  game  of  dividing 
the  movement. 

"These  persons  whom  are  misled  are  requested  to  contact  the 
National  Office  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  for  official  sanctioning 
and  recognition. 

"Bobby  Castillo  has  been  put  on  notice  that  he  is  to  cease  and 
desist  from  fraudulently  representing  The  American  Indian  Movement,  we 
ask  all  American  Indian  Movement  members,  friends,  supporters  and 
organizations  world  wide  to  assist  us  in  our  efforts  to  isolate  Bobby 
Castillo  and  the  listed  co-conspirators  and/or  collaborators. 

"If  you  have  information  on  any  of  these  individuals  write, 
telephone,  or  fax." 

American  Indian  Movement 
National  Office 
PO  Box  13521 
Minneapolis,  MN  55414 

Telephone:  (612)  721-3914 
Fax:  (612)  721-7826 

This  letter  is  sanctioned  by  AIM's  Founding  Board  of  Directors: 

Larry  Anderson-Dine  Navaho,  Dennis  Banks-Anishnabe,  Clyde 
Bellecourt-Anishnabe,  William  A.  Means-Oglala  Lakota,  Herb 
Powless-Oneida,  Carol  Standing  Elk-Dakota 

Further,  this  letter  has  been  certified  as  legitimate  and  current 
by  Vernon  Bellecourt  as  of  11.5.96.  A list  of  "legitimate"  AIM  Chapters 
should  be  available  for  distribution  by  the  first  of  next  year. 

Best  regards  to  all, 

Ayatohihi . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  (4  Star  Magellan  site) 
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THE  FOLLOWING  IS  FROM  A TRIBUNAL  HELD  AGAINST  VERNON  AND  CLYDE  BELLECOURT 
BY  THE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT. 

I thought  I'd  post  this  to  respond  to  Vernon's  Attack  on  the  net  about  me. 

I also  would  like  people  to  read  Russell  Means's  book  "Where  White  Men  Fear 
to  Tread." 

He  explains  Vernon's  behavior.  I will  let  Russell  Means,  Ward  Churchill 
and  others  to  defend  themselves.  Vernon  and  Clyde  are  the  very  reason  for 
the  split  in  AIM  and  we  are  doing  very  well  and  are  very  alive  without  them 


Bobby  Castillo 


The  International  Conference  Of  Autonomous  Chapters  Of 
The  American  Indian  Movement 

On  December  17  and  18  of  1993  representatives  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement  (AIM)  chapters  from  Florida,  Georgia,  Oklahoma, 

Texas,  Dakota,  Montana,  Southern  Arizona,  Virginia,  South  East 
Northwest,  New  Mexico,  Colorado,  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles, 

California  met  to  revitalize  and  re-focus  AIM. 

After  presenting  evidence  of  acts  of  treason,  fraud,  complicity  in 
Genocide  and  other  crimes  committed  by  Vernon  Bellcourt,  Clyde 
Bellcourt,  the  assembled  delegates  in  overwhelming  consensus, 
brought  forth  an  indictment  of  crimes  against  the  Bellcourts,  who 
fraudulently  labeled  themselves  National  AIM  officers,  Co 
Conspirators,  Tony  Gonzales  with  the  International  Indian  Treaty 
Council  and  a Carol  Standing  Elk  who  also  makes  fraudulent  claims  to 
"regional"  AIM  leadership. 

The  indictment  will  specifically  charge  Vernon  Bellcourt  as  being  a 
federal  agent  of  the  United  States.  The  others  will  be  charged  with 
crimes  and  conspiracy  to  disrupt  and  discredit  the  American  Indian 
Movement  and  bring  harm  to  American  Indian  Peoples. 

The  conference  made  it  perfectly  clear.  There  has  not  been  a 
genuine  national  membership  meeting  of  the  American  Indian 
Movement  since  1974.  Therefore,  no  membership  authorization  for 
a national  office  or  national  officers  can  possibly  be  said  to  have 
been  obtained  since  that  time.  To  the  contrary,  it  has  been 
specifically  determined  on  at  least  two  separate  occasions  during 
the  intervening  two  decades  that  such  a structure  and  such  titles 
are  antithetical  to  the  interest  of  the  movement  and  of  the  American 
Indian  people  more  generally. 

AIM  Leaderships  has  always  come  from  the  bottom  up  on  a chapter  by 
chapter  basis;  not  from  the  top  down.  The  series  of  self -ordained  "AIM 
National  Leadership  Meetings"  conducted  during  the  1980 's  and  90's  have 
done  nothing  to  change  this  essential  fact. 

The  conferences  also  ascertained,  contrary  to  the  statements  of  the 
Bellcourts  and  their  cohorts  / dupes,  AIM  is  not  a corporate  entity  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  State  Minnesota  or  any  other  foreign 
government,  nor  is  it  an  entertainment  enterprise,  personal  fiefdom,  A 
"career  option",  a medium  for  private  profit  , or  any  of  the  other  things 
this  fringe  element  seems  to  believe. 

Consequently,  the  conference  delegates  state  without  hesitation  or 
equivocation  that  they  collectively  reject  all  pretense  too  legitimacy  or 
authority  of  those  who  call  themselves  National  AIM  and/or  those  individuals 
it  has  appointed  positions  of  regional  or  local  "leadership"  over  the 
past  several  months. 

Let  it  be  known  that  it  is  the  unanimous  decision  of  the  conference  that 
an  international  Tribunal  be  held  in  San  Rafael,  California  at  Dominican 
College  on  50  Acacia  Ave  the  26  and  27th  of  March  1994.  At  that  time  the 
indictments  brought  against  Vernon  and  Clyde  Bellcourt,  & co-conspirators 
Carole  Standing  Elk,  and  Tony  Gonzales  will  be  heard  and  tried. 

For  further  information  call: 

Russell  Means  .at  310-396-7764 
Bob  Robideaux  at  505-281-8274 
Bobby  Castillo  at  415-386-4373 
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THE  EDGEWOOD  DECLARATION 

of  the  International  Confederation  of  Autonomous  Chapters  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement 
December  18,  1993 

We  are  the  American  Indian  Movement,  AIM.  We  walk  into  the 
future  in  the  foot-steps  of  our  ancestors,  following  the  principles  of 
our  traditional  spirituality,  sovereignty,  self-determination,  sobriety, 
and  mutual  respect.  Hence,  we  are  firmly  committed  to  the  time- 
honored  indigenous  political  perspective  of  the  inalienable  the 
inherent  right  of  the  people  to  decide  for  themselves,  by  grassroots 
democratic  process,  the  nature  of  their  destiny. 

It  follows  that  we  hereby  declare  and  reaffirm  that  we  are,  in  the 
manner  of  those  who  have  come  before  us,  an  international 
confederation,  an  alliance  of  fully  autonomous  but  reciprocally 
supporting  chapters.  Accordingly,  each  chapter  of  AIM  agrees  to 
advance  the  cause  of  indigenous  sovereignty  and  self-determination 
within  its  own  context  and  regional  conditions.  Decisions  of 
individual  chapters  are  made  independently  and,  given  a legitimate 
local  base  and  constituency,  such  decisions  are  to  be  respected  by 
other  chapters. 

Our  reasons  for  making  this  statement,  regarding  matters  which 
many  might  consider  self-evident,  concern  certain  recent  assertions 
and  resulting  public  confusion  fostered  by  a small  group 
headquartered  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  calling  itself  the  National 
American  Indian  Movement  (N-AIM,  or  "Name";  an  organization 
founded,  by  its  own  account,  in  September  1993). 

Because  of  the  nature  of  the  false  claims  advanced  by  this  clique, 
and  the  publicity  attending  their  lies,  it  has  become  necessary  to 
publicly  address  and  repudiate  them.  This  is  especially  true  with 
regard  to  the  notion  that  there  exists  either  a legitimate  AIM 
"National  Office"  or  "National  Officers"  with  authority  to  "appoint  or 
remove  local  AIM  members  from  whatever  positions  they  may 
occupy  on  the  basis  of  chapter  affirmation,  or  to  dictate  policy"  to  the 
movement  as  a whole. 

Let  us  be  perfectly  clear.  There  has  not  been  a genuine  national 
membership  meeting  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  since  1974. 
therefore,  no  membership  authorization  for  a national  office  or 
national  officers  can  be  said  to  have  been  obtained  since  that  time. 

To  the  contrary,  it  has  been  specifically  determined  on  at  least  two 
separate  occasions  during  the  intervening  twenty  years  that  such  a 
structure  and/or  such  titles  are  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the 
movement,  and  of  American  Indian  people  more  generally. 

AIM  leadership  has  always  been  from  the  bottom  up-on  a chapter 
by  chapter  basis,  not  from  the  top  down.  And  the  sporadic  and  self- 
proclaimed  "National  Leadership  Meetings"  conducted  during  the 
1980s  and  T90s  have  done  nothing  to  alter  this  essential  fact. 

Again  we  must  be  clear.  AIM  is  not-despite  statements  lately 
issued  by  Vernon  and  Clyde  Bellecourt  Carol  Standing  Elk  and  others- 
a corporate  body,  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  State  of 
Minnesota,  or  any  other  foreign  government.  Nor  is  it  an 
entertainment  enterprise,  a personal  fiefdom,  a "career  option,"  a 
medium  for  private  profit,  or  any  of  the  other  things  this  fringe 
element  seems  to  believe. 

Instead,  AIM  is  a bonafide  national  liberation  movement-open  to 
the  participation  of  all  indigenous  people,  regardless  of  the  "status" 
or  "recognition"  bestowed  upon  them  by  our  oppressors  - oriented 
specifically  and  exclusively  to  reasserting  the  sovereign  and  self- 
determining  dignity  of  our  nations. 

Because  of  all  these  factors  we  state  without  hesitancy  or 
equivocation  that  we  collectively  reject  all  pretense  to  legitimacy  or 
authority  by  N-AIM  and  those  persons  it  has  unilaterally  appointed 
to  positions  of  regional,  state  or  local  "leadership"  over  the  past 
several  months. 

Let  it  be  understood  by  all  those  reading  this  document  that  we 


will  no  longer  tolerate  the  divisiveness  and  disruption  brought  about 
by  N-AIM  or  any  similar  entity.  We  have  begun  the  process  of  doing 
whatever  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement  and  the  struggle  it  represents.  Anyone  considering 
themselves  an  ally,  supporter  or  advocate  of  indigenous  rights  will 
respect  our  position,  and  respond  accordingly. 
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Shiprock  wants  independence 
Malcolm  Brenner 
Staff  Writer 

SHIPROCK  _ The  message  from  Friday's  closing  session  of  the  Shiprock 
Partnership  for  IINA  conference  was  clear:  the  chapter  is  demanding  that 
the  Navajo  government  get  out  of  the  way  and  let  it  develop  economically. 

"If  this  community  wasn't  crying  out  to  it's  leaders,  'Give  us  a break, 
let  us  try  some  things  ourselves,'  then  my  ears  were  plugged,"  Sen.  Pete 
Domenici,  R-N.M.,  told  the  audience  during  his  address. 

Domenici  suggested  that  the  Shiprock  Planning  Commission,  which  organized 
the  two-day  conference,  ask  the  Navajo  Nation  Tribal  Council  to  authorize 
a pilot  experience  at  creating  a home-ruled  community  "more  like  a city 
than  a collection  of  chapter  houses." 

The  88-member  council  largely  ignored  the  event.  While  Shiprock  delegates 
Genevieve  lackson  attended  Thursday  and  Robert  Hayes  Friday,  Tribal  Council 
Speaker  Kelsey  Begaye  appeared  to  be  the  only  non-Shiprock  delegate  at 
Friday's  session. 

"It  shows  the  council  delegates  are  not  really  putting  effort  into  local 
government,"  Chapter  President  William  Lee  told  the  Independent.  "They're 
not  interested  in  Local  Governance.  They  want  to  retain  that  power  in  the 
central  area.  It's  a negative  position." 

During  his  address,  Begaye  said  the  council  is  educating  itself  on  the 
issue  of  chapter  autonomy.  The  council  has  proposed  a plan.  Local  Governance 
to  supplement  Navajo  Nation  President  Albert  Hale's  Local  Empowerment 
Initiative.  Hale's  proposal  has  stalled  in  the  council,  primarily  over 
issues  of  financial  responsibility  and  accountability  at  the  chapter  level. 

Begaye  asked  for  the  chapter's  help  developing  appropriate  legislation 
that  would  work  for  Shiprock  and  all  Navajo  Nation  communities. 

Currently,  a startup  business  on  the  Navajo  Nation  must  go  through  at 
least  11  major  steps  to  lease  a site,  obtain  clearances  from  seven 
departments  and  get  signatures  from  dozens  of  tribal  officials  before  the 
first  clod  of  dirt  can  be  turned. 

The  cumbersome  process,  which  can  take  years,  has  earned  the  Navajo  Nation 
a reputation  of  being  unfriendly  to  business  in  spite  of  recent  Congressiona 
legislation  giving  tax  breaks  to  employers  who  locate  on  Indian  nations. 

Former  Shiprock  council  delegate  Duane  "Chili"  Yazzie,  chairman  of  the 
Shiprock  Planning  Commission,  expressed  the  community's  frustration  at  its 
current  state  of  stagnation  and  its  determination  to  change  the  situation, 
regardless  of  the  obstacles  in  its  way. 

Yazzie  cited  statistics  that  56  percent  of  Navajos  live  below  the  national 
poverty  level,  34  percent  are  unemployed,  the  teen  pregnancy  rate  is  the 
highest  of  any  ethnic  group  and  the  suicide  rate  is  30  percent  above  the 
national  rate. 

Alcohol  abuse  and  violence  account  for  most  deaths  on  the  Nation,  Yazzie 
said,  and  despair  and  frustration  have  reached  pandemic  proportions  among 
Navajo  youth. 

While  acknowledging  that  many  Navajo  families  remain  strong  and  retain 
their  traditional  ways,  Yazzie  said  that  contentment  with  the  current 
situation  would  be  denying  the  divine  gifts  the  Navajo  people  have  received 
and  their  inherent  sovereignty.  He  called  upon  the  U.S.  government  to 


relinquish  trusteeship  of  Indian  lands. 

"So  long  as  we  do  not  surrender  willingly  any  portion  of  our  sovereignty, 
we  should  not  be  of  a lesser  class  than  any  other  sovereign  on  this  earth, 
except  that  the  United  States  federal  government  will  continue  to  hold  us 
subordinate  so  long  as  the  title  of  our  land  is  held  in  trust,"  Yazzie 
said . 

"We  recommend  strongly  that  the  idea  of  the  federal  trusteeship,  with 
America's  original  people  being  wards  of  the  government,  be  re-examined.  We 
refuse  to  continue  to  be  wards  of  the  government." 

Yazzie  called  for  legislation  to  re-recognize  and  update  the  federal 
government's  treaties  with  Native  American  nations,  all  of  which  have  been 
violated  by  the  government,  and  a review  of  all  federal  laws  that  hold 
Indian  nations  subordinate. 

While  Thursday's  session  dealt  with  an  overview  of  Shiprock  chapter's 
resources  and  problems,  speakers  at  Friday's  session  presented  solutions. 
Speaker  after  speaker  hammered  on  the  idea  that  Window  Rock  must  begin 
delegating  some  of  it's  authority  to  the  chapters  _ or  to  Shiprock  first,  as 
an  experimental  model  of  what  local  autonomy  could  be. 

Navajo  Vice  President  and  former  State  Representative  Thomas  Atcitty, 
himself  a Shiprock  native,  said  the  state  legislature  has  finally  recognized 
the  amount  of  revenue,  mostly  oil  and  gas  taxes,  it  has  earned  from  Shiprock 
and  District  Four.  Fie  asked  that  some  of  the  money  be  returned  to  the 
community. 

Charley  P.  Doe,  president  of  the  Shiprock  Agricultural  Council,  called  for 
the  establishment  of  a local  land  office  and  a new,  simplified  process  for 
obtaining  homesite  leases. 

The  five-step  process  would  take  two  months.  Doe  said,  rather  than  the  two 
to  five  years  now  required.  Fees  paid  for  land  and  water  use  would  stay 
in  Shiprock.  Implementing  the  process  would  require  the  Nation's  Resource 
Committee  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  to  delegate  authority  to  staff 
at  the  chapter  level. 

Edgar  Tohtsoni,  an  assistant  to  the  planning  commission,  was  unable  to 
present  the  long-awaited  Master  Use  Plan.  Tohtsoni  told  the  Independent  that 
the  computerized  plan  has  44  layers,  including  elements  such  as  trees, 
barbed  wire,  trails,  water  pipes,  sewage  and  electrical  lines.  The  plan 
cannot  be  printed-out  with  the  current  software. 

The  commission  is  moving  cautiously,  Tohtsoni  said,  because  it  doesn't 
want  to  make  the  mistake  other  entities  have  made  in  the  past  of  developing 
non-commercial  projects  on  prime  commercial  real  estate.  The  Master  Use  Plan 
would  be  presented  at  a meeting  in  four  months,  he  said. 

Speaking  on  the  effects  of  federal  legislation  on  development,  agronomist 
Dohn  Blueyes  said  that  parts  of  the  Endangered  Species  Act  have  had  an 
adverse  effect  on  Navajo  development.  Protection  of  the  endangered  Colorado 
squawfish  may  deter  completion  of  the  remaining  40  percent  of  the  Navajo 
Indian  Irrigation  Project,  now  running  25  years  behind  schedule. 

While  supporting  the  act's  intent,  "Navajos  would  like  to  see  a repeal 
or  reauthorization  of  the  act  so  Navajo  farmers  can  have  wet  water  rather 
than  paper  water,"  Blueyes  said. 

Cecelia  Bidtah,  director  of  the  Shiprock  office  of  the  Navajo  Flousing 
Authority,  described  how  the  non-profit  Shiprock  Community  Development 
Corporation  had  obtained  a first-ever,  $150,000  loan  from  the  federal  Flousing 
and  Urban  Development  Program  to  renovate  housing  for  the  elderly  in 
Shiprock.  The  experience  had  established  a track  record  for  the  chapter  as  a 
successful  borrower,  she  said. 

If  the  Tribal  Council  can't  agree  on  Local  Empowerment,  perhaps  it  should 
authorize  the  decentralization  of  Shiprock' s agency  programs,  said  Philip 
Nez,  project  manager  of  the  Northern  Navajo  Agency  Programs  Administration. 
Decentralization  has  been  under  study  in  Shiprock  since  1992  and  would  allow 
local  bureaucrats  to  serve  their  own  people  in  the  areas  of  finance, 
personnel,  resource  control,  legal  and  policy  issues. 

"It's  preposterous  to  continue  the  archaic  process  of  driving  two  hours 
to  Window  Rock  to  process  a piece  of  paper,"  Nez  said.  "My  dear  leaders, 
allow  us  to  make  some  progress.  Allow  us  to  help  people." 

Shiprock  is  only  18  months  away  from  becoming  the  most  technically 
advanced  community  in  New  Mexico,  said  Dr.  Stanley  Bippus,  superintendent  of 


Central  Consolidated  School  District  #22.  The  community  is  only  awaiting 
permission  to  run  fiber-optic  cable  on  existing  telephone  poles,  and  all 
schools,  administrative  and  government  offices  will  be  computer-connected 
with  access  to  the  World  Wide  Web.  Bippus  expected  tremendous  academic  gains 
from  the  technology. 

In  their  responses  to  the  programs  and  issues  presented,  tribal,  state  and 
federal  officials  pledged  their  support  of  Shiprock's  attempt  to  win  economic 
independence. 

Wilson  Barber,  director  of  the  Navajo  Area  BIA,  spoke  of  the  need  for  an 
"attitudinal  adjustment"  in  Washington. 

"Ask  Congress  to  redelegate  Washington's  authority  to  Navajos  so  you  don't 
have  to  cross  2,000  miles  of  country  to  get  an  answer  from  Washington,  D.C.," 
Barber  said. 

Yazzie  and  Domenici  praised  New  Mexico  Governor  Gary  Johnson.  "You  have 
shown  more  concern  to  the  Navajo  Nation  and  their  sovereignty  than  any  state 
official  I've  come  in  contact  with,"  Domenici  said. 

Johnson,  who  had  taken  part  in  an  early  morning,  nine-mile  marathon  around 
Shiprock  Peak,  restated  his  administration's  commitment  to  meet  with  tribal 
leaders  to  resolve  the  issue  of  dual  taxation,  and  his  hope  that  the  state 
legislature  would  shortly  resolve  the  legality  of  Indian  gaming. 

While  acknowledging  that  Shiprock's  desire  to  change  was  impressive, 
Farmington  Mayor  Tom  Taylor  warned  chapter  officials  against  imitating  his 
city's  model  too  closely.  "I  fight  with  Santa  Fe  as  much  as  you  do  with 
Window  Rock,"  Taylor  said. 

President  Hale  said  the  conference  represented  what  Local  Empowerment  was 
all  about. 

"When  I heard  that  the  Shiprock  community  was  taking  the  initiative  and 
saying  to  themselves,  'There  is  a problem  here  but  we  can  do  something  about 
it,'  I breathed  a sigh  of  relief,"  Hale  said. 

Responding  to  Begaye's  cautions  on  Local  Empowerment,  Hale  said  "It  hurts 
me  when  I hear  people  saying  we  are  not  ready.  That's  the  words  of  the 
federal  government,  the  cavalry,  soldiers.  We  need  to  rise  above  that." 

Hale  said  at  the  next  council  session  he  will  again  propose  giving  $4 
million  in  tribal  funds  to  the  chapters  so  they  can  begin  to  implement  Local 
Empowerment.  A portion  would  be  designated  for  economic  development, 
including  loans  to  individuals  who  want  to  start  businesses. 

The  conference  participants,  who  had  come  from  all  over  New  Mexico,  seemed 
impressed  by  Shiprock's  actions  on  it's  own  behalf.  Asked  what  effect  the 
conference  had  on  him,  Farmington  City  Council  member  Hormuzd  Y.  Rassam 
said,  "It  confirmed  my  perceptions.  The  Navajos  need  more  independence, 
they  need  more  respect.  They  need  to  take  the  bull  by  the  horns." 

"RE : Clinton  Signs  Relocation  Bill"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Oct  1996  18:00:37  CDT 

From:  Toni  Bloodworth  <Toni. Bloodworth@vcp.monash.edu.au> 

Sub j : CLINTON  SIGNS  BIG  MOUNTAIN  RELOCATION  BILL 

Mailing  List:  Activists  Mailing  List  <ACTIV-L@MIZZOUl.missouri.edu> 

CLINTON  SIGNS  S.1973,  THE  NAVA30-H0PI  LAND  DISPUTE  SETTLEMENT  ACT  OF  1996 

According  to  the  Washington-based  Shundahai  Network,  President  Clinton 
signed  in  to  law  on  Friday,  October  11,  1996,  S.1973,  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land 
Dispute  Settlement  Act  of  1996.  S.1973  had  passed  both  the  Senate  and 
House  in  September  with  little  opposition.  Clinton's  actions,  which 
received  little  attention  in  the  Washington  press,  solidifies  a December 
31,  1996  deadline  after  which  time  3,000  remaining  Dineh  - largely  elders 
- living  at  Big  Mountain  can  be  forcefully  relocated. 

An  analysis  from  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation,  a group  based  in  Flagstaff, 
Arizona,  says  that  "the  key  impact  of  the  act  is  stated  most  clearly  in 
Sen.  McCain's  statement  introducing  the  legislation:  'The  Agreement 
recognizes  the  Hopi  Tribe's  right  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  Hopi 
Partitioned  Lands  where  Navajo  families  are  residing.'" 

In  effect  this  means  that  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  can  now  legally  call 
upon  its  Hopi  Rangers  who,  in  conjunction  with  Federal  Marshals  and  Bureau 


of  Indian  Affairs  agents , can  begin  the  relocation  of  the  Dineh. 

An  important  aspect  of  this  land  dispute  is  the  fact  that  beneath  Big 
Mountain  are  massive  coal  deposits  which  Peabody  Coal  has  economic 
interests  in. 

It  is  also  important  to  note  that  December  31,  1996  is  a deadline  by 
which  the  remaining  Dineh  must  either  sign  a new  restrictive  lease 
agreement  or  move  off  the  land.  The  vast  majority  of  the  Dineh  have  no 
interest  in  signing  the  lease. 

Activists  at  the  Shundahai  Network  emphasize  that  while  it  is  not 
absolutely  certain  that  relocation  efforts  will  begin  immediately  after 
December  31,  they  do  say  that  this  threat  has  been  clearly  verbalized  all 
year  long  and  in  general  there  is  a heightened,  albeit  ongoing  for  many 
years,  level  of  harassment. 

While  as  of  yet  there  is  no  formal  call  or  plea  for  people  to  go  to  Big 
Mountain  at  the  end  of  the  year,  there  is  a strong  recommendation  that 
people  around  the  country  reinvigorate  interest  in  Big  Mountain. 

Shundahai  Network  says  that  in  addition  to  their  office  in  Washington 
(which  will  be  moving  in  December)  and  the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  office 
in  Flagstaff,  both  a west  coast  and  east  coast  contact  for  Big  Mountain 
have  been  established. 

For  more  information  the  Shundahai  Network  can  be  reached  at 

202-588-0912  or  emailed  at  shundahai@radix.net 

The  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  can  be  reached  at  520-522-8683. 

"RE : Oneida  Nation  Offers  Speakers"  

Date:  Tue,  05  Nov  1996  13:41:01  -0800 
From:  umstead@oneida-nation.org  (Dan  Umstead) 

Sub j : Oneida  Nation  offers  variety  of  speakers 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

ONEIDA  NATION  OFFERS  VARIETY  OF  SPEAKERS 

ONEIDA  NATION  TERRITORY,  via  Oneida,  NY  --  In  response  to  numerous 
requests,  the  Oneida  Nation  has  Members  and  employees  of  its  enterprises 
available  to  speak  to  various  civic  and  educational  organizations.  Like 
its  guided  tours  of  Nation  lands,  the  appearances  by  its  Speaker's  Bureau 
participants  are  free.  Scheduling  for  fall  and  winter  events  is  under  way. 

Speakers  versed  in  a variety  of  topics  are  available.  They  are  able  to 
speak  about  historic  and  current  issues  as  well  as  the  Nation's  business 
enterprises  and  its  role  in  the  economic  development  of  the  region. 

Members  of  the  Speaker's  Bureau  are  available  to  discuss  several  current 
issues  in  the  news:  the  Nation's  land  claim,  taxation,  and  the  purchase  of 
land  in  Central  New  York  by  the  Oneida  Tribe  of  Indians  of  Wisconsin,  Inc. 

The  history  and  culture  of  the  Oneida  Nation  remain  popular  topics  for 
Speaker's  Bureau  members.  Among  the  topics  which  can  be  addressed  are  the 
Oneidas'  role  as  allies  to  the  Americans  in  the  Revolutionary  War;  the 
history,  culture  and  traditions  of  the  Nation;  and  the  stories  and  legends 
of  the  Oneida  People. 

Speakers  are  also  available  to  discuss  the  Nation's  role  as  a catalyst 
for  economic  development;  it's  leadership  in  efforts  to  make  Central  New 
York  a four-seasons  tourism  destination;  and  issues  in  Indian  gaming.  The 
Nation  also  has  available  tours  of  its  lands.  Its  Shako:wi  Cultural  Center 
also  is  open  to  the  public  and  has  on  display  a variety  of  cultural 
artifacts . 

To  arrange  a tour  or  a speaker's  visit,  please  call  the  Nation's 
Community  Relations  Department  at  (315)  361-7938.  Requests  should  be  made 
at  least  three  weeks  in  advance  of  the  date  of  the  program. 

For  more  information  visit  the  Nation's  web  page  at 

http://one-web.org/oneida/,  email  umstead@oneida-nation.org,  or  contact  Ken 
Zeszutko,  media  coordinator, 

Oneida  Nation  Communications  Department  at  (315)  361-7896. 


Daniel  Umstead 
Internet  Coordinator 
Oneida  Indian  Nation 
http://one-web.org/oneida/ 
315-361-6300 


The  Oneida  Indian  Nation 
"A  Sovereign  Nation 
in 

Cyber-space ! " 

http://one-web.org/oneida/ 
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"RE:  Scam  Alert" 


Date:  Tue,  05  Nov  1996  13:41:01  -0800 

From:  Dules  Straight  Eagle  <wiscman@cyberportal . net> 

Sub j : attachment 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native , alt . native 

I know  this  is  long,  but  it  is  important.  It  may  save  you  quite  a bit 
of  anxiety 

Good  day  all. 

This  letter  grieves  me.  But  it  must  be  posted,  so  that  others  of  good 
intention  do  not  get  misled.  At  the  UNH  Powwow,  I met  a woman  from  New 
Mexico  who  called  herself  Yosa  Finkel-Aloniz . She  said  she  was  the 
International  Coordinator  for  an  organization  called  "Child  of  All 
Nations."  She  was  having  trouble  because  her  van  had  broken  down  in 
Oklahoma  and  needed  parts.  She  said  there  were  some  sites  that  were 
operating  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  that  a coordinator  was 
needed  for  the  Northeast.  I,  and  my  wife  put  her  up  for  several  weeks 
while  her  proposals  were  discussed.  During  that  time,  she  completely 
cleaned  the  house;  she  did  earn  her  keep.  However,  it  soon  became  clear 
that  the  names  of  people  in  other  parts  of  the  country  were  not  true. 
Nobody  could  be  found  in  order  to  discuss  the  development  elsewhere. 
NOBODY! 

Her  resume  did  not  even  check  out.  Places  where  she  said  she 
volunteered  as  a Vice-President  of  this  or  a Board  of  Directors  for  that 
were  not  true.  Some  places  remembered  working  with  her  son  on  different 
projects.  Even  a site  where  there  was  supposed  to  be  a working  project 
was  actually  the  vision  and  work  of  the  mother  of  a tribal  chief  in 
Ohio.  Two  elders  who  were  supposed  to  be  on  the  Council  of  Elders  for 
the  project  denied  being  associated  with  it.  One  of  these  even  said 
that  Yosa  had  stolen  her  only  winter  coat  from  her.  Another  spiritual 
leader  had  business  papers  taken  along  with  some  gifted  crystals.  In 
fact,  a fax  sent  to  me  was  among  her  belongings.  I haven't  a clue  how 
she  would  use  it,  but  I am  sure  she  would  have  found  a way. 

Even  when  confronted  with  this  information,  Yosa  continued  to  lie  about 
it.  One  of  two  things  is  possible. 

1.  Yosa  is  a pathological  liar,  who  cannot  recognize  truth  from 
fiction,  and  who  is  so  wrapped  up  in  her  mission  that  she  cannot  see 
that  it  does  not  exist;  or 

2.  She  is  a great  panhandler,  with  a story  line  and  wrappings  that  are 
sure  to  get  people  interested  in  her  project. 

I feel  sorry  for  her  and  am  praying  for  her.  I am  posting  this  so 
others  do  not  get  caught  up  in  the  fraud.  Here  is  some  info  that  may 
help  identify  her. 

Born  Virginia  Lynn  Aloniez  on  March  3,  1951 
Has  gone  under  the  following  first  names: 

Virginia 

Yosa 

Yonsa 

Yanasa 

Has  gone  under  the  following  last  names: 

Ageya 


Aloniz  (notice  the  missing  "e"  from  her  birth  name) 

Finkel 

Finkel-Aloniz 

She  is  a card  carrying  Etowah  Cherokee  as  is  her  son. 

At  this  time,  they  may  be  headed  for  Texas,  having  been  put  on  a bus  to 
Ohio  after  the  confrontation. 

The  bottom  line  is,  call  people  and  talk  to  them.  This  ruse  cannot 
continue  to  work  without  the  permission  of  the  victim.  Follow-up  on 
information  and  names,  follow-up  on  resumes.  If  you  talk  to  elders, 
remember  to  be  kind  and  to  ask  specific  questions;  most  elders  do  not 
gossip,  and  will  only  tell  you  about  someone  if  you  ask  a direct 
question . 


"RE : Wadena  Gang  Greed  at  White  Earth"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Nov  1996  14:20:00  -0600 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet . com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub  j : Auditors  Document  Wadena  Gang  Greed  at  White  Earth 

Mailing  List:  IND-NET  <IND-NET%WSUVM1 . BITNET@cmsa . Berkeley . EDU> 

NEWS  RELEASE:  NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH 
AND  RESOURCE  CENTER 


Information  provided  by  Erma  Vizenor,  temporary  Secretary/Treasurer  at 
White  Earth  RBC 

White  Earth  records  show  evidence  of  still  more  theft  by  Wadena  government. 
Certified  public  accountants  whose  specialty  is  examining  financial 
records  of  administrators  suspected  of  perpetrating  fraud  examined  records 
from  Danuary  1995  through  Dune  1996  --  in  their  judgement  similar  results 
would  be  found  in  prior  years.  None  of  the  findings  in  this  current  report 
were  brought  out  at  the  federal  trial  of  the  convicted  tribal  officials. 


examples  of  pattern  of  theft: 

--former  RTC  gave  themselves  two  "bonuses  in  1995,  although  there  is  no  RTC 
resolution  authorizing  bonuses  or  any  paperwork  to  support  them, 

--former  RTC  gave  themselves  monthly  payments  of  $600  for  "travel"  and 
Darrel  Wadena  got  an  additional  $200  monthly  "per  contract."  The  travel 
payment  was  automatic,  for  example,  during  the  same  month  Derry  Rawley  got 
one  of  those  payments,  he  also  received  an  $800  check  for  travel,  another 
$600  check  for  travel,  a third  $358  check  for  travel  (to  Cass  Lake)  and  yet 
another  $358  check  for  travel  (destination  unknown) 

--from  Danuary  1995  through  Dune  1996,  councilors  appropriated  the 
following  unaccounted-for  money  *over  and  above*  their  salaries: 

Darrel  Wadena  $160,961.70 
Derry  Rawley  $175,473.70 

Rick  Clark  $143,852.65 

Paul  Williams  $130,309.55 

Anthony  Wadena  $158,033.34 


On  a SINGLE  day  in  March  1995,  Darrel  "Chip"  Wadena  received: 

a travel  allowance  of  $1770 

another  travel  allowance  of  $320 

a third  travel  allowance  of  $651 

a fake  fishing  commission  salary  of  $3,125 

another  travel  allowance  of  $600 

an  advance  of  $1184 

also  give  for  travel-related  reason  $2801  and  $359 

Three  days  later,  he  collected  $1116  in  travel  money  and  his  usual  $200 
"per  contract"  monthly  payment,  and  his  $474  gas  bill  at  Wadena's 
Convenience  Store  was  paid  (a  regular  occurrence) 

The  pattern  is  repeated  for  all  councilors  throughout  the  18  months  of 
records  examined  by  auditors. 

--  Companies  owned  by  former  councilors  --  Northern  Drywall  and  One  Nation 


Environment  --  received  questionable  payments  amount  to  $108,629  in  1995. 

--  Darrell  Wadena,  Rawly,  and  Clark  took  $885,436.82  of  tribal  money  in 
1995  to  pay  their  criminal  defense  attorneys,  which  they  pledged  to  pay  back 
if  they  were  found  innocent  of  federal  corruption  charges  They  were  found 
guilty  in  Dune  and  have  paid  nothing  back. 

At  present  Miles  Lord  and  Zenas  Baer,  legal  counsel  for  White  Earth,  are 
preparing  lawsuits  to  recover  these  stolen  funds. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : Unity"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Nov  1996  14:53:45  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Dere  Cox  < jerercox@usit . net> 

Sub j : UNITY 

UUCP  email 

After  reading  the  several  messages  on  Unity,  I must  say  I am  almost 
speechless.  I have  a First  American  and  white  background,  though  I choose 
to  live  Cherokee.  I do  not  appreciate  what  was  done  to  my  Cherokee  and 
Catawba  ancestors  in  the  past,  especially  the  illegal  purchases  and 
injustices  committed  toward  them  prel775.  That  is  why  I am  writing  a text 
about  the  illegal  designs  of  the  white  man,  and  it  is  documented  that  the 
white  man  was  no  friend  to  our  people.  I must  admit  that  I experience  great 
hatred  toward  my  state  for  allowing  such  injustice  to  occur.  Once  a proud 
Tennessean,  now  I am  embarrassed  by  their  ignorance.  I can  not  find  one  shed 
of  evidence  that  anyone  understood  or  cared  about  our  people.  They  either 
lied  or  chose  to  teach  other  lies  so  they  could  learn  to  lie.  It  was  this 
way,  and  even  intermarriage  often  occurred  for  profitable  gain  in  the  trade. 
While  I must  admit  I experience  bad  feelings  over  this  era,  I also  have 
realized  that  there  are  good  and  bad  people  in  every  race.  I can  show  you 
excellent  whites,  blacks,  Indians,  etc,  yet  in  history  I can  show  you  each 
of  these  groups  and  their  bad  elements.  The  Cherokees  had  people  seeking 
the  truth,  and  others  who  sought  self  gain,  yet  I am  proud  to  be  Cherokee. 

The  Catawbas  helped  the  Americans  destroy  the  Cherokees,  and  for  a long  time 
I held  personal  feelings  toward  them  for  it. 

Yet  then  Twokiller  visited  me  one  night  in  a dream.  There  I was  lying  in 
a battlefield,  and  my  only  companion  was  Twokiller.  I looked  up  and  saw  a 
band  of  Catawbas  charging  at  me,  and  from  behind  a band  of  Cherokees.  Once 
they  settled  upon  my  heart,  they  fought. 

I was  both  and  could  not  fight  my  brothers.  We  must  decide  what  we  should 
follow  and  not  judge  others  by  their  evil  leaders.  I choose  to  live 
Cherokee,  but  can  I take  away  my  French  or  Scottish  blood?  No  I can  not, 
and  I dare  anyone  to  try.  You  may  kill  that  portion  of  my  soul,  but  you  can 
not  keep  me  alive  as  well.  My  heart  follows  my  Cherokee  ancestors.  Were 
all  Christians  bad?  Did  Desus  Christ  steal  Indian  lands?  No  he  did  not, 
and  he  was  not  white.  Christianity  is  not  the  problem.  It  was  the 
overzealous  peasants  who  decided  to  harm  the  Indians,  because  they  were  not 
accepted  in  England  or  where  ever.  They  felt  they  were  better  than  our 
ancestors,  yet  their  ignorance  was  due  to  persecution  in  Europe.  I choose 
to  live  Cherokee,  and  if  my  Great  Spirit  chooses  to  call  upon  another  to  be 
a part  of  our  family  as  a white  or  red,  I will  love  him  just  the  same.  He 
is  not  guilty  of  persecuting  my  people, 

WE  must  stand  together  for  if  only  one  cell  of  native  blood  exists  within 
a heart,  it  is  needed  to  defeat  the  injustices  that  are  continued  by  the  U.S. 
We  can  not  lose  anyone  who  holds  our  banner  of  freedom,  and  if  my  ancestors 
accepted  some  Frenchmen  or  Scottish  persons  as  brothers,  so  can  we.  This 
does  not  excuse  the  ignorance  of  America's  forefathers,  yet  can  we  be  as 
ignorant  as  them.  No  we  can  not.  We  are  the  First  Americans,  and  we  can 
not  be  like  those  who  persecuted  our  ancestors. 

Stand  up  and  remember  their  misery  and  shame. 


They  had  the  honor,  and  we  can  not  have  it  unless  they  first  give  it. 
YANUSDI 


"RE : Curanderos  and  Shamans"  

Date:  Mon,  04  Nov  96  13:54:28  EST 

From:  "Glen  WELKER"  <gwelker@mail . lmi . org> 

Sub j : Curanderos  and  Shamans  in  the  Southwest  (fwd) 

UUCP  email 

Source:  http: //www. english . swt.edu/CSS/ResponseCDV.HTML 

Response  to  Cabeza  de  Vaca's  Narratives  in  Regard  to  Healing  Methods  and 
His  Role  as  a Folk  Healer  as  Compared  with  Three  Curanderos 
(A  Position  Paper) 

Eliseo  Torres 

The  University  of  New  Mexico 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Before  Alvar  Nunez  Cabeza  de  Vaca's  initial  expedition  of  1527,  the  first 
Spaniards  had  already  arrived  in  Mexico  in  the  year  1519  and  were  amazed 
that  the  Aztecs  had  acquired  such  a vast  knowledge  of  medicinal  plants. 
Unfortunately,  six  year  before  Cabeza  de  Vaca's  arrival  on  August  13, 

1521,  the  Spaniards  destroyed  the  Aztec  city  of  Tenochtitlan,  also 
destroying  some  three  thousand  distinct  medicinal  plants  utilized  by  the 
natives . 

Before  discussing  Cabeza  de  Vaca's  role  as  a Hispanic  curandero,  we 
should  first  understand  who  is  a curandero.  He  or  she  is  a folk  healer 
who  heals  in  the  material  level  with  herbs,  amulets,  etc.  and/or  in  the 
spiritual  level  using  religion,  God,  saints,  prayers,  and  petitions  to 
heal  a patient.  The  word  curandero  comes  from  the  word  curar  which  means 
to  heal.  The  curandero  practices  the  art  of  folk  healing  and  uses 
religion  and  the  supernatural.  The  belief  that  all  healing  comes  from  God 
makes  it  religious  as  does  the  concept  that  a curandero  can  only  bring 
God's  will.  The  belief  that  certain  rituals  and  practices  can  effect  a 
certain  outcome  makes  it  supernatural.  A person  can  receive  a God-given 
gift  or  don  to  become  a curandero  or  the  gift  can  be  accomplished  through 
an  apprenticeship. 

Modern  curanderos  and  well  known  traditional  curanderos  of  the  early 
1900' s such  as  Don  Pedrito  Haramillo  (1829-1907),  Teresita  (1873-1906), 
and  Nino  Fidencio  (1898-1938)  appear  to  possess  many  of  the  qualities 
described  in  Cabeza  de  Vaca's  experiences  as  a healer.  Cabeza  de  Vaca 
narrates  as  follows: 

Our  method,  however  was  to  bless  the  sick,  breathe  upon  them,  recite  a 
Pater  Noster  and  Ave  Maria  and  pray  earnestly  to  God  our  Lord  for 
recovery  ...  We  conclude  with  the  sign  of  the  cross. 

What  did  the  three  well-known  curanderos,  Don  Pedrito  Daramillo, 

Teresita,  and  Nino  Fidencio  have  in  common  with  Cabeza  de  Vaca?  First, 
all  three  curanderos  were  considered  folk  saints  recognized  by  the  common 
people  but  not  accepted  nor  canonized  by  the  Catholic  Church.  Cabeza  de 
Vaca  was  considered  a folk  saint  by  the  Indians  since  they  considered  him 
and  his  companions  "truly  children  of  the  sun... a belief  that  none  could 
die  while  we  remained  among  them...  We  all  became  healers  because  so  many 
people  insisted."  Being  a folk  saint  is  a rare  phenomenon,  especially 
when  that  person  is  still  alive  as  in  the  case  of  the  three  curanderos 
and  possibly  Cabeza  de  Vaca. 

Second,  all  three  traditional  curanderos  used  a series  of  rituals  in 
order  to  heal  the  sick.  Don  Pedrito  would  pray,  massage  the  body,  and 
prescribe  simple  herbal  plants,  the  drinking  of  water,  and  the  use  of  mud 
to  rub  on  the  ailment.  Nino  Fidencio  would  prescribe  herbs,  baths,  and 
prayer.  Teresita  would  also  prescribe  herbs,  baths,  prayer,  and  would  use 
hypnosis.  The  three  curanderos  believed  that  healing  occurred  through  God 
and  that  religion  played  an  important  role.  Cabeza  de  Vaca  also  believed 
that  God  would  restore  the  Indian's  health  as  he  wrote: 

. . . and  we  all  asked  God  as  best  as  we  could  to  restore  their  health... 


and  God  was  so  merciful  that  the  following  morning  they  all  awakened  well 
and  healthy. 

Religion  and  faith  play  an  important  role  in  curanderismo  or  the  folk 
healing  process  and  is  based  on  the  patient's  faith.  Not  being  of 
Christian  faith,  the  Indians  may  not  have  believed  in  Cabeza  de  Vaca ' s 
God  but  they  believed  in  a spiritual  being;  therefore,  the  praying  and 
sign  of  the  cross  was  part  of  the  healing  process  as  it  has  been  for 
years  in  curanderismo. 

Third,  all  three  curanderos,  Don  Pedrito  laramillo,  Nino  Fidencio,  and 
Teresita  were  charismatic  leaders  and  healers.  Don  Pedrito  was  appointed 
by  the  State  of  Texas  to  serve  as  a welfare  agent  for  the  people  of  South 
Texas  during  the  great  drought  of  1893  and  had  hundreds  of  followers.  Nino 
Fidencio  also  had  a great  following  and  became  famous  when  he  healed 
the  President  of  Mexico,  Plutarco  Elias  Calles  and  his  daughter.  Even 
nowadays,  thousands  throughout  Mexico  and  the  Southwest  follow  his 
Fidencista  movement.  Teresita  had  a large  following  of  Mayos  and  Yaquis 
tribes  and  her  influence  in  Mexico  was  so  strong  that  it  scared  the 
President  of  Mexico,  Porfirio  Diaz,  who  sent  five  hundred  armed  men  to 
exile  her.  She  fled  to  El  Paso,  Texas,  and  her  charisma  continued  in  the 
United  States  until  she  died  in  Clifton,  Arizona. 

This  charisma  is  also  evident  in  Cabeza  de  Vaca.  His  appointment  as 
Narvaez',  royal  treasurer,  by  his  role  in  the  expedition,  and  by  his 
powers  as  a leader  and  healer  amongst  the  Indians.  His  charisma  was 
evident  in  his  healings  and  cures. 

Fourth,  the  three  famous  curanderos  believed  they  had  a gift  or  don  from 
God  to  heal.  They  all  gave  credit  to  God  for  their  healing  gift  and 
prayed  including  "laying  of  the  hands"  on  their  patients.  Cabeza  de  Vaca 
also  believed  he  had  a don  or  gift  from  God  to  heal  the  sick  and  always 
asked  God  to  restore  the  Indians'  health.  Fifth,  the  three  curanderos 
performed  miracles  and  possessed  extraordinary  powers.  It  is  said  that 
Don  Pedrito  had  psychic  powers  and  the  ability  to  detect  the  unbelievers; 
there  are  many  stories  that  he  could  "read  minds". 

Teresita  also  had  great  powers.  In  one  instance,  she  was  traumatized  by 
an  attempted  rape  and  began  to  have  seizures;  one  resulted  in  a coma 
appearing  that  she  had  withdrawn  into  death.  She  was  dressed  for  burial, 
her  hands  bound  across  her  chest,  candles  were  lit,  and  a coffin  built. 
Suddenly,  Teresita  sat  upright  as  if  resuscitating  from  death.  There  are 
hundreds  of  accounts  of  El  Nino  Fidencio' s cures  including  the  ability  ton 
make  mute  men  speak  and  paralytic  patients  walk.  Cabeza  de  Vaca  also 
revived  a dean  man.  His  account  states: 

. . . the  man  who  was  dead  and  whom  I had  healed  in  their  presence  had 
gotten  up  well  and  walked  and  eaten  and  spoken  to  them  . . . 

It  appears  that  all  three  curanderos  as  well  as  Cabeza  de  Vaca  cured 
psychosomatic  illnesses  considered  miracles  during  their  times.  In  summary, 

Cabeza  de  Vaca  could  be  considered  the  first  curandero  or  shaman  from  the 

old  world  who  healed  in  the  Southwest.  This  conclusion  is  based  on  a 

comparison  of  Cabeza  de  Vaca's  healing  experience  with  those  of  three  of 

the  most  famous  Hispanic  curanderos  who  influenced  Mexico  and  the 
Southwest.  All  three  traditional  folk  healers  lived  and  had  followers 
throughout  Northern  Mexico,  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona  which  covered 
some  of  Cabeza  de  Vaca's  route. 

The  commonalties  in  the  three  curanderos  and  Cabeza  de  Vaca  were  that: 

- they  all  were  considered  folk  saints  or  saints  of  the  people  while 
they  were  alive; 

- they  all  used  rituals  in  healing  the  sick; 

- they  all  believed  that  religion  and  faith  played  an  important  role  in 
their  healing; 

- they  all  were  charismatic  leaders; 

- they  all  believed  that  they  had  a gift  or  don  from  God  to  heal; 

- they  all  possessed  extraordinary  powers  and  performed  miracles. 

In  order  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  folk  or  herbal  medicine  which  is 
part  of  the  curanderismo  practice,  we  should  note  the  historical  events 
after  Cabeza  de  Vaca's  expedition.  Sixteen  years  after  Cabeza  de  Vaca  left 
Mexico  City,  Martin  de  la  Cruz,  an  Aztec  Indian  doctor  who  was  assistant 
to  the  head  of  the  School  of  Santa  Cruz  Tlaltelolco  wrote  the  first  book 


about  medicinal  plants  in  all  of  the  Americans.  A student,  Duan  Badiano, 
translated  the  book  into  Latin. 

Martin  de  la  Cruz  included  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  medicinal  herbs  in 
his  book  but  no  mention  was  made  of  three  most  publicized  Mexican  drugs 
which  were  Peyote,  Morning  Glory  seed  ololiuhque,  and  the  sacred  mushroom 
tconanctle.  It  does  not  appear  that  Cabeza  de  Vaca  used  these  plants  but 
some  of  the  Indians  were  using  them  during  Cabeza  de  Vaca's  ten  year 
expedition.  This  Aztec  herbal  book  impressed  the  Spaniards  by  the  number 
of  plants  classified  by  the  Indians  as  remedies,  since  at  the  time,  many 
Indians  were  considered  uncivilized  and  backward.  In  summary,  after 
comparing  Cabeza  de  Vaca  to  three  of  the  most  influential  curanderos  who 
lived  and  had  an  influence  in  Mexico,  Texas,  and  the  Southwest,  we  can 
conclude  that  he  practiced  the  rituals  of  a traditional  curandero. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  FOR  TEACHERS 

This  is  a particularly  difficult  introduction  to  write.  I have  been  a 


public  schools  teacher  for  twelve  years,  and  I am  also  a historian  and 
have  written  several  books  on  American  and  Native  American  history.  I also 
just  happen  to  be  Quebeque  French,  Metis,  Ojibwa,  and  Iroquois.  Because  my 
Indian  ancestors  were  on  both  sides  of  the  struggle  between  the  Puritans 
and  the  New  England  Indians  and  I am  well  versed  in  my  cultural  heritage 
and  history  both  as  an  Anishnabeg  (Algokin)  and  Hodenosione  (Iroquois),  it 
was  felt  that  I could  bring  a unique  insight  to  the  project. 

For  an  Indian,  who  is  also  a school  teacher.  Thanksgiving  was  never  an 
easy  holiday  for  me  to  deal  with  in  class.  I sometimes  have  felt  like  I 
learned  too  much  about  "the  Pilgrims  and  the  Indians."  Every  year  I have 
been  faced  with  the  professional  and  moral  dilemma  of  just  how  to  be 
honest  and  informative  with  my  children  at  Thanksgiving  without  passing  on 
historical  distortions,  and  racial  and  cultural  stereotypes. 

The  problem  is  that  part  of  what  you  and  I learned  in  our  own  childhood 
about  the  "Pilgrims"  and  "Squanto"  and  the  "First  Thanksgiving"  is  a 
mixture  of  both  history  and  myth.  But  the  TFIEME  of  Thanksgiving  has  truth 
and  integrity  far  above  and  beyond  what  we  and  our  forbearers  have  made 
of  it.  Thanksgiving  is  a bigger  concept  than  just  the  story  of  the 
founding  of  the  Plymouth  Plantation. 

So  what  do  we  teach  to  our  children?  We  usually  pass  on  unquestioned 
what  we  all  received  in  our  own  childhood  classrooms.  I have  come  to  know 
both  the  truths  and  the  myths  about  our  "First  Thanksgiving,"  and  I feel 
we  need  to  try  to  reach  beyond  the  myths  to  some  degree  of  historic  truth. 
This  text  is  an  attempt  to  do  this. 

At  this  point  you  are  probably  asking,  "What  is  the  big  deal  about 
Thanksgiving  and  the  Pilgrims?"  "What  does  this  guy  mean  by  a mixture  of 
truths  and  myth?"  That  is  just  what  this  introduction  is  all  about.  I 
propose  that  there  may  be  a good  deal  that  many  of  us  do  not  know  about 
our  Thanksgiving  holiday  and  also  about  the  "First  Thanksgiving"  story.  I 
also  propose  that  what  most  of  us  have  learned  about  the  Pilgrims  and  the 
Indians  who  were  at  the  first  Thanksgiving  at  Plymouth  Plantation  is  only 
part  of  the  truth.  When  you  build  a lesson  on  only  half  of  the  information, 
then  you  are  not  teaching  the  whole  truth.  That  is  why  I used  the  word 
myth.  So  where  do  you  start  to  find  out  more  about  the  holiday  and  our 
modern  stories  about  how  it  began? 

A good  place  to  start  is  with  a very  important  book,  "The  Invasion  of 
America,"  by  Francis  Hennings.  It  is  a very  authoritative  text  on  the 
settlement  of  New  England  and  the  evolution  of  Indian/White  relations  in 
the  New  England  colonies.  I also  recommend  looking  up  any  good  text  on 
British  history.  Check  out  the  British  Civil  War  of  1621-1642,  Oliver 
Cromwell,  and  the  Puritan  uprising  of  1653  which  ended  parliamentary 
government  in  England  until  1660.  The  history  of  the  Puritan  experience  in 
New  England  really  should  not  be  separated  from  the  history  of  the  Puritan 
experience  in  England.  You  should  also  realize  that  the  "Pilgrims"  were  a 
sub  sect,  or  splinter  group,  of  the  Puritan  movement.  They  came  to  America 
to  achieve  on  this  continent  what  their  Puritan  brethren  continued  to 
strive  for  in  England;  and  when  the  Puritans  were  forced  from  England, 
they  came  to  New  England  and  soon  absorbed  the  original  "Pilgrims." 

As  the  editor,  I have  read  all  the  texts  listed  in  our  bibliography,  and 
many  more,  in  preparing  this  material  for  you.  I want  you  to  read  some  of 
these  books.  So  let  me  use  my  editorial  license  to  deliberately  provoke 
you  a little.  When  comparing  the  events  stirred  on  by  the  Puritans  in 
England  with  accounts  of  Puritan/Pilgrim  activities  in  New  England  in  the 
same  era,  several  provocative  things  suggest  themselves: 

1.  The  Puritans  were  not  just  simple  religious  conservatives  persecuted 
by  the  King  and  the  Church  of  England  for  their  unorthodox  beliefs.  They 
were  political  revolutionaries  who  not  only  intended  to  overthrow  the 
government  of  England,  but  who  actually  did  so  in  1649. 

2.  The  Puritan  "Pilgrims"  who  came  to  New  England  were  not  simply 
refugees  who  decided  to  "put  their  fate  in  God's  hands"  in  the  "empty 
wilderness"  of  North  America,  as  a generation  of  Flollywood  movies  taught 
us.  In  any  culture  at  any  time,  settlers  on  a frontier  are  most  often 
outcasts  and  fugitives  who,  in  some  way  or  other,  do  not  fit  into  the 
mainstream  of  their  society.  This  is  not  to  imply  that  people  who  settle 
on  frontiers  have  no  redeeming  qualities  such  as  bravery,  etc.,  but  that 


the  images  of  nobility  that  we  associate  with  the  Puritans  are  at  least  in 
part  the  good  "P.R."  efforts  of  later  writers  who  have  romanticized  them. 
(1)  It  is  also  very  plausible  that  this  unnaturally  noble  image  of  the 
Puritans  is  all  wrapped  up  with  the  mythology  of  "Noble  Civilization"  vs. 
"Savagery ." (2)  At  any  rate,  mainstream  Englishmen  considered  the  Pilgrims 
to  be  deliberate  religious  dropouts  who  intended  to  found  a new  nation 
completely  independent  from  non-Puritan  England.  In  1643  the 
Puritan/Pilgrims  declared  themselves  an  independent  confederacy,  one 
hundred  and  forty-three  years  before  the  American  Revolution.  They 
believed  in  the  imminent  occurrence  of  Armageddon  in  Europe  and  hoped  to 
establish  here  in  the  new  world  the  "Kingdom  of  God"  foretold  in  the  book 
of  Revelation.  They  diverged  from  their  Puritan  brethren  who  remained  in 
England  only  in  that  they  held  little  real  hope  of  ever  being  able  to 
successfully  overthrow  the  King  and  Parliament  and,  thereby,  impose  their 
"Rule  of  Saints"  (strict  Puritan  orthodoxy)  on  the  rest  of  the  British 
people.  So  they  came  to  America  not  just  in  one  ship  (the  Mayflower)  but 
in  a hundred  others  as  well,  with  every  intention  of  taking  the  land  away 
from  its  native  people  to  build  their  prophesied  "Holy  Kingdom. "(3) 

3.  The  Pilgrims  were  not  just  innocent  refugees  from  religious 
persecution.  They  were  victims  of  bigotry  in  England,  but  some  of  them 
were  themselves  religious  bigots  by  our  modern  standards.  The  Puritans  and 
the  Pilgrims  saw  themselves  as  the  "Chosen  Elect"  mentioned  in  the  book  of 
Revelation.  They  strove  to  "purify"  first  themselves  and  then  everyone 
else  of  everything  they  did  not  accept  in  their  own  interpretation  of 
scripture.  Later  New  England  Puritans  used  any  means,  including  deceptions, 
treachery,  torture,  war,  and  genocide  to  achieve  that  end. (4)  They  saw 
themselves  as  fighting  a holy  war  against  Satan,  and  everyone  who 
disagreed  with  them  was  the  enemy.  This  rigid  fundamentalism  was 
transmitted  to  America  by  the  Plymouth  colonists,  and  it  sheds  a very 
different  light  on  the  "Pilgrim"  image  we  have  of  them.  This  is  best 
illustrated  in  the  written  text  of  the  Thanksgiving  sermon  delivered  at 
Plymouth  in  1623  by  "Mather  the  Elder."  In  it,  Mather  the  Elder  gave 
special  thanks  to  God  for  the  devastating  plague  of  smallpox  which  wiped 
out  the  majority  of  the  Wampanoag  Indians  who  had  been  their  benefactors. 

He  praised  God  for  destroying  "chiefly  young  men  and  children,  the  very 
seeds  of  increase,  thus  clearing  the  forests  to  make  way  for  a better 
growth",  i.e.,  the  Pilgrims. (5)  In  as  much  as  these  Indians  were  the 
Pilgrim's  benefactors,  and  Squanto,  in  particular,  was  the  instrument  of 
their  salvation  that  first  year,  how  are  we  to  interpret  this  apparent 
callousness  towards  their  misfortune? 

4.  The  Wampanoag  Indians  were  not  the  "friendly  savages"  some  of  us  were 
told  about  when  we  were  in  the  primary  grades.  Nor  were  they  invited  out 
of  the  goodness  of  the  Pilgrims'  hearts  to  share  the  fruits  of  the 
Pilgrims'  harvest  in  a demonstration  of  Christian  charity  and  interracial 
brotherhood.  The  Wampanoag  were  members  of  a widespread  confederacy  of 
Algonkian-speaking  peoples  known  as  the  League  of  the  Delaware.  For  six 
hundred  years  they  had  been  defending  themselves  from  my  other  ancestors, 
the  Iroquois,  and  for  the  last  hundred  years  they  had  also  had  encounters 
with  European  fishermen  and  explorers  but  especially  with  European  slavers, 
who  had  been  raiding  their  coastal  villages. (6)  They  knew  something  of  the 
power  of  the  white  people,  and  they  did  not  fully  trust  them.  But  their 
religion  taught  that  they  were  to  give  charity  to  the  helpless  and 
hospitality  to  anyone  who  came  to  them  with  empty  hands. (7)  Also,  Squanto, 
the  Indian  hero  of  the  Thanksgiving  story,  had  a very  real  love  for  a 
British  explorer  named  Dohn  Weymouth,  who  had  become  a second  father  to 
him  several  years  before  the  Pilgrims  arrived  at  Plymouth.  Clearly, 

Squanto  saw  these  Pilgrims  as  Weymouth's  people. (8)  To  the  Pilgrims  the 
Indians  were  heathens  and,  therefore,  the  natural  instruments  of  the  Devil. 
Squanto,  as  the  only  educated  and  baptized  Christian  among  the  Wampanoag, 
was  seen  as  merely  an  instrument  of  God,  set  in  the  wilderness  to  provide 
for  the  survival  of  His  chosen  people,  the  Pilgrims.  The  Indians  were 
comparatively  powerful  and,  therefore,  dangerous;  and  they  were  to  be 
courted  until  the  next  ships  arrived  with  more  Pilgrim  colonists  and  the 
balance  of  power  shifted.  The  Wampanoag  were  actually  invited  to  that 
Thanksgiving  feast  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a treaty  that  would 


secure  the  lands  of  the  Plymouth  Plantation  for  the  Pilgrims.  It  should 
also  be  noted  that  the  INDIANS,  possibly  out  of  a sense  of  charity  toward 
their  hosts,  ended  up  bringing  the  majority  of  the  food  for  the  feast. (9) 

5.  A generation  later,  after  the  balance  of  power  had  indeed  shifted, 
the  Indian  and  White  children  of  that  Thanksgiving  were  striving  to  kill 
each  other  in  the  genocidal  conflict  known  as  King  Philip's  War.  At  the 
end  of  that  conflict  most  of  the  New  England  Indians  were  either 
exterminated  or  refugees  among  the  French  in  Canada,  or  they  were  sold 
into  slavery  in  the  Carolinas  by  the  Puritans.  So  successful  was  this 
early  trade  in  Indian  slaves  that  several  Puritan  ship  owners  in  Boston 
began  the  practice  of  raiding  the  Ivory  Coast  of  Africa  for  black  slaves 
to  sell  to  the  proprietary  colonies  of  the  South,  thus  founding  the 
American-based  slave  trade. (10) 

Obviously  there  is  a lot  more  to  the  story  of  Indian/Puritan  relations 
in  New  England  than  in  the  thanksgiving  stories  we  heard  as  children.  Our 
contemporary  mix  of  myth  and  history  about  the  "First"  Thanksgiving  at 
Plymouth  developed  in  the  1890s  and  early  1900s.  Our  country  was 
desperately  trying  to  pull  together  its  many  diverse  peoples  into  a common 
national  identity.  To  many  writers  and  educators  at  the  end  of  the  last 
century  and  the  beginning  of  this  one,  this  also  meant  having  a common 
national  history.  This  was  the  era  of  the  "melting  pot"  theory  of  social 
progress,  and  public  education  was  a major  tool  for  social  unity.  It  was 
with  this  in  mind  that  the  federal  government  declared  the  last  Thursday 
in  November  as  the  legal  holiday  of  Thanksgiving  in  1898. 

In  consequence,  what  started  as  an  inspirational  bit  of  New  England 
folklore,  soon  grew  into  the  full-fledged  American  Thanksgiving  we  now 
know.  It  emerged  complete  with  stereotyped  Indians  and  stereotyped  Whites, 
incomplete  history,  and  a mythical  significance  as  our  "First  Thanksgiving 
" But  was  it  really  our  FIRST  American  Thanksgiving? 

Now  that  I have  deliberately  provoked  you  with  some  new  information  and 
different  opinions,  please  take  the  time  to  read  some  of  the  texts  in  our 
bibliography.  I want  to  encourage  you  to  read  further  and  form  your  own 
opinions.  There  really  is  a TRUE  Thanksgiving  story  of  Plymouth  Plantation 
But  I strongly  suggest  that  there  always  has  been  a Thanksgiving  story  of 
some  kind  or  other  for  as  long  as  there  have  been  human  beings.  There  was 
also  a "First"  Thanksgiving  in  America,  but  it  was  celebrated  thirty 
thousand  years  ago. (11)  At  some  time  during  the  New  Stone  Age  (beginning 
about  ten  thousand  years  ago)  Thanksgiving  became  associated  with  giving 
thanks  to  God  for  the  harvests  of  the  land.  Thanksgiving  has  always  been  a 
time  of  people  coming  together,  so  thanks  has  also  been  offered  for  that 
gift  of  fellowship  between  us  all.  Every  last  Thursday  in  November  we  now 
partake  in  one  of  the  OLDEST  and  most  UNIVERSAL  of  human  celebrations,  and 
THERE  ARE  MANY  THANKSGIVING  STORIES  TO  TELL. 

As  for  Thanksgiving  week  at  Plymouth  Plantation  in  1621,  the  friendship 
was  guarded  and  not  always  sincere,  and  the  peace  was  very  soon  abused. 

But  for  three  days  in  New  England's  history,  peace  and  friendship  were 
there . 

So  here  is  a story  for  your  children.  It  is  as  kind  and  gentle  a 
balance  of  historic  truth  and  positive  inspiration  as  its  writers  and  this 
editor  can  make  it  out  to  be.  I hope  it  will  adequately  serve  its  purpose 
both  for  you  and  your  students,  and  I also  hope  this  work  will  encourage 
you  to  look  both  deeper  and  farther,  for  Thanksgiving  is  Thanksgiving  all 
around  the  world. 

Chuck  Larsen  Tacoma  Public  Schools  September,  1986 

FOOTNOTES  FOR  TEACHER  INTRODUCTION 

(1)  See  Berkhofer,  Hr.,  R.F.,  "The  White  Man's  Indian,"  references 
to  Puritans,  pp.  27,  80-85,  90,  104,  & 130. 

(2)  See  Berkhofer,  Jr.,  R.F.,  "The  White  Man's  Indian,"  references 
to  frontier  concepts  of  savagery  in  index.  Also  see  Jennings,  Francis, 

"The  Invasion  of  America,"  the  myth  of  savagery,  pp.  6-12,  15-16,  & 109- 
110. 

(3)  See  Blitzer,  Charles,  "Age  of  Kings,"  Great  Ages  of  Man  series, 
references  to  Puritanism,  pp.  141,  144  & 145-46.  Also  see  Jennings, 
Francis,  "The  Invasion  of  America,"  references  to  Puritan  human  motives. 


pp.  4-6,  43-44  and  53. 

(4)  See  "Chronicles  of  American  Indian  Protest/'  pp.  6-10.  Also  see 
Armstrong,  Virginia  I.,  "I  Have  Spoken,"  reference  to  Cannonchet  and  his 
village,  p.  6.  Also  see  Jennings,  Francis,  "The  Invasion  of  America," 
Chapter  9 "Savage  War,"  Chapter  13  "We  must  Burn  Them,"  and  Chapter  17 
"Outrage  Bloody  and  Barbarous." 

(5)  See  "Chronicles  of  American  Indian  Protest,"  pp.  6-9.  Also  see 
Berkhofer,  Jr.,  R.F.,  "The  White  Man's  Indian,"  the  comments  of  Cotton 
Mather,  pp.  37  & 82-83. 

(6)  See  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  pp.  3-4.  Also  see 
Graff,  Steward  and  Polly  Ann,  "Squanto,  Indian  Adventurer."  Also  see 
"Handbook  of  North  American  Indians,"  Vol.  15,  the  reference  to  Squanto  on 

p.  82. 

(7)  See  Benton-Banai,  Edward,  "The  Mishomis  Book,"  as  a reference  on 
general  "Anishinabe"  (the  Algonkin  speaking  peoples)  religious  beliefs  and 
practices.  Also  see  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  reference 
to  religious  life  on  p.  1. 

(8)  See  Graff,  Stewart  and  Polly  Ann,  "Squanto,  Indian  Adventurer." 
Also  see  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving."  Also  see  Bradford, 
Sir  William,  "Of  Plymouth  Plantation,"  and  "Mourt's  Relation." 

(9)  See  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  the  letter  of 
Edward  Winslow  dated  1622,  pp.  5-6. 

(10)  See  "Handbook  of  North  American  Indians,"  Vol.  15,  pp.  177-78. 
Also  see  "Chronicles  of  American  Indian  Protest,"  p.  9,  the  reference  to 
the  enslavement  of  King  Philip's  family.  Also  see  Larsen,  Charles,  M., 

"The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  pp.  8-11,  "Destruction  of  the  Massachusetts 
Indians . " 

(11)  Best  current  estimate  of  the  first  entry  of  people  into  the 
Americas  confirmed  by  archaeological  evidence  that  is  datable. 

"RE:  Poem:  For  the  Veterans"  — - 

Date:  Tue,  12  Nov  1996  09:42:38  -0800 
From:  berryj@Okway.Okstate. edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : For  the  Veterans 

UUCP  email 

Folks  don't  usually  pay  attention, 
as  everyone  lives  and  works, 
from  day  to  day. 

There's  a small  fraternity, 

of  brothers  and  sisters, 

those  who  have  been  in  harms  way. 

Sometimes, 

it  is  but  a glance, 

or  a nod  in  passing. 

Sometimes, 

in  uniform,  sometimes, 
a patch,  or  perhaps  a pin. 

Sometimes, 

it  is  a look,  or  a stare, 
of  a thousand  yards,  or  so. 

Sometimes, 

it  is  when  talking, 

and  someone  else  comes  by. 

When  no  one, 

says  another  thing, 

until  that  person  passes  by. 


Sometimes, 

it's  sharing  a drink, 
and  sometimes  just  a smoke. 

Sometimes, 

it  is  that  eagle  feather, 
that  you  can't  see  there. 

Sometimes, 

it  is  in  their  stride,  or  horizon  glances, 
on  land,  at  sea,  in  air. 

There  are  warriors  among  us, 
and  if  you  see  them, 
be  thankful,  that  they  are  there. 

John  Berry 
Oklahoma  1996 


"RE : Poem:  A.I.M"  

Date:  Fri,  25  Oct  1996  16:51:44  -0700  (PDT) 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : A.I.M 

UUCP  email 

Written  January  5,  1991 
by:  Larry  Kibby 

"A.I.M" 

America 

you  thought 

the  Indian 

was  a dying  breed, 

you  thought 

the  Indian  was  gone 

and  laid  to  rest 

and  then  you  met 

A.I.M. ! 

A.I.M. 

whose  Indian  leaders 
did  carry 
to  you  with  a 
strong  voice 
of  our  nations, 
words  of  militancy, 
action  of  violence, 
a way  of  life 
that  came 
from  the  past. 

A.I.M. 

a strong  voice, 
that  did  speak 
words  from  the  past 
words  of  the  present, 
words  of  our  forefathers 
that  you  had 
heard  before. 


A.I.M. 

many  did  not 


understand . 

A.I.M. 

many  turned  away. 

A.I.M. 

made  many  listen 
and  once  again 
the  Indian  is  alive. 

Alive  because  of  the 
AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT!!!! 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/11/05  21:13 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  November  17-23 

NOWEMAPA 

(November) 

(Welehu) 

17 

If  I can  hear  the  ocean's  song  and  feel  the  wind's  caress,  then  I am  at 
peace . 

18 

All  things  return  to  the  ocean  at  last. 

19 

Wishes  made  by  starlight  are  wishes  born  of  the  heart. 

20 

The  fairy  terns  are  pale  ghosts  against  the  night  sky. 

21 

The  pueo's  haunting  call  invokes  the  spirit  of  the  wind. 

22 

The  full  moon  is  rosy  with  the  glow  of  the  setting  sun,  and  the  clouds 
surrounding  it  are  royal  purple. 

23 

Heed  well  the  cycles  of  your  life. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  14  November  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  lanet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Mon,  11  Nov  1996  09:29:25  -0500 
From:  Mike  Dashner  <mdashner@cic . net> 

Subj : Lansing  CC  Pow  Wow 

October  21,  1996 
Aneen  niijke'wok. 

It's  time  again  for  our  4th  Annual  Citywide  Anishinaabek  Cultural 
Celebration  and  2nd  Annual  Pow  Wow  in  Lansing.  This  year  we  have 
moved  the  event  to  our  beautiful  downtown  Lansing  Center.  We  were 
able  to  move  to  this  larger  center  as  a result  of  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council's  continuing  support  for  our  growing  celebration.  As 


before,  we  will  begin  on  Friday  (November  15)  with  a conference  at 
Lansing  Community  College  and  an  evening  of  Storytelling,  music 
and  comedy.  Then  we  move  to  the  Lansing  Center  for  the  weekend. 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  15:  Lansing  Community  College  Dart  Auditorium 

10:00  a.m.  Repatriation  and  Revitalization  with  Dr.  lames 

Riding  In,  Pawnee  Historian,  author  of  the  Legislative 
History  of  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and 
Repatriation  Act  (1990). 

1:30-3:00  p.m.  The  technological  future  of  Native  American 

Education  and  Leadership  Preparation  with  Pat 
Turcotte,  Turtle  Mountain  Chippewa,  LCC  CAD  Faculty 
and  Contract  Training  Specialist. 

7:00-9:00  Storytelling  time  featuring  Great  Lakes  Anishinaabek  and 

West  Coast  Mountain  Payute  and  Miwok  teachers. 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  16  AND  SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  17: 

Honor  our  Ancestors  Pow  Wow. 

Grand  entries  at  1:00  p.m.  and  7:00  p.m.  on  Saturday  and 
1:00  p.m.  Sunday  with  special  displays  of  Great  Lakes  Anishinaabek 
Artists  featuring  Blake  Debassige  from  West  Bay  First  Nation,  and 
more  than  fifty  Native  American  Traders  and  Crafters. 

This  year  we  are  honored  to  have  seven  invited  drums  hosted  by  Rainbow. 
Activities  include  dance  demonstrations,  art  displays,  craft  shows, 
traditional  foods,  and  more. 

Note:  Saturday  morning  breakfast  with  Mayor  Dave  Hollister,  The  Pow  Wow 
Committee,  and  other  sponsors  and  community  leaders  begins  at  9:30  a.m. 

For  additional  information,  please  contact  CLIMB  partner.  . . 

Tom  Biron 

Native  American  Leadership  Program 

Lansing  Community  College 

1110  Registrar's  Office/SPS  Building  102 

P.0.  Box  40010/Lansing  MI  48901-7210 

Phone:  (517)  483-9803 

Fax:  (517)  483-9795 

E-Mail:  TB9803@LOIS. LANSING. CC. MI. US 

Donation  at  door:  $3/day  adult;  $5/weekend  adult.  Children  under 
12  years,  senior  citizens  and  special  needs  groups  free. 

Additional  donations  accepted  with  thanks! 

Michael  A.  Dashner,  CICNet  Sales  & GLRAIN  Directr 
2901  Hubbard  Dr.,  Ann  Arbor,  MI  48105,  Ph : 313/998-6103 
Fax:  313/998-6105,  E-mail:  mdashner@cic.net 
CICNet  Customer  Services,  URL:  http://www.cic.net 
GLRAIN  Project  Director,  URL:  http://glrain.cic.net 


Date  11/11/96  4:40  PM 

Sub j : Winona  La  Duke  at  Rutgers  University 

From:  Colleen  O'Neill  <collie@rci . rutgers .edu>  at  SMTP 

Winona  LaDuke  to  speak  at  Rutgers  University 

On  Friday,  November  15th  Winona  La  Duke  will  be  speaking  at 
Vorhees  105,  at  7:00  pm  on  the  College  Ave  Campus,  at  Rutgers 
University.  She  is  delivering  the  keynote  talk  for  the  Center  for 
the  Critical  Analysis  of  Contemporary  Culture  Graduate  conference: 


Ecologies:  Rethinking  Nature/Culture 


The  title  of  hen  talk  is: 

"The  Seventh  Generation  Fund  Amendment,  Sustainability, 

Native  People  and  Environmental  Justice." 

LaDuke  is  probably  most  well  known  as  Ralph  Nadar's  VP  running  mate 
(except  in  NY,  NT,  and  CT)  in  the  recent  presidential  election. 

She  is  a member  of  the  Mississippi  Band  of  Chippewa  of  the  White 
Earth  Reservation  (in  Minnesota)  and  chairs  the  White  Earth  Land 
Recovery  Project,  a program  that  supports  sustainable  economic 
development,  reservation  based  land  acquisition,  and  cultural 
preservation.  She  is  also  the  program  director  for  the  Seventh 
Generation  Fund's  environmental  Program--a  national  Native  American 
Grant  making  and  advocacy  organization,  a board  member  for  Greenpeace, 
has  written  extensively  in  the  academic  and  activist  press  and  is  a 
co  chair  of  the  Indigenous  Women's  Network. 

Please  come  and  hear  what  she  has  to  say! 

If  you  would  like  to  attend  the  Conference--it  will  begin 
at  10:00  am  on  Friday  at  the  Graduate  Student  lounge  on 
the  Rutgers  College  Ave  Campus  in  New  Brunswick. 

For  more  information  contact  Colleen  O'Neill--  (908)  932-6748 
or  Vanessa  at  (908)  932-  8426  or  email  Colleen  at  the 
address  below. 

Colleen  O'Neill 
Flistory  Department 
Rutgers  University 
New  Brunswick,  N3  08903 
<collie@rci . rutgers . edu> 


From:  "RASMUS  OLE  RASMUSSEN"  <RASMUS@geol . rue . dk> 

FIRST  ANNOUNCEMENT 
NARF  SYMPOSIUM 
March  19  - 24,  1997 
Nuuk,  Greenland 

DEPENDENCY,  AUTONOMY,  AND  CONDITIONS 
FOR  SUSTAINABILITY  IN  THE  ARCTIC 

Changing  regulations,  management  and  socio-cultural  processes  in  the 
arctic 

The  6th  Symposium  of  the  North  Atlantic  Research  Forum  (NARF)  will 
be  held  in  the  cultural  centre  (opening  February  1997)  in  Nuuk,  the 
capital  of  Greenland,  from  March  19  - 24,  1997. 

It  is  organized  by  professor  dr.jur.  Hanne  Petersen, 
Ilisimatusarfik,  University  of  Greenland,  and  Birger  Poppel,  Chief 
Statistician,  Statistics  Greenland,  under  the  Greenland  Home  Rule 
Government . 

The  title  of  the  1997  symposium  is: 

Dependency,  Autonomy,  and  Conditions  for  Sustainability  in  the  Arctic 
(Changing  regulations,  management  and  socio-cultural  processes  in  the 
Arctic) 

NARF  is  a research  association  established  in  December  1990  for 
multidisciplinary  research  in  contemporary  Arctic  problems  and 
issues . 

The  objectives  for  NARF  are  the  following: 

+ To  promote  and  stimulate  Nordic  research  cooperation,  to  increase 
the  participation  of  Nordic  research  in  international  Arctic  research 
and  to  establish  networks  among  researchers  and  other  people  and 
institutions  concerned  with  Arctic  research. 

+ To  promote  and  stimulate  Nordic  education  and  education  programmes 
for  students  studying  Arctic  problems. 

+ To  increase  public  awareness  in  the  Nordic  countries  of 


development  in  the  Arctic  and  of  Arctic  research. 

+ To  cooperate  and  communicate  with  the  public  and  private  sector  in 
the  Nordic  countries,  with  local  and  indigenous  peoples,  and  with 
institutions  and  organizations  interested  in  Arctic  Matters  and 
development . 

The  choice  of  the  title  of  the  symposium  indicates  some  of  the 
stages  and  considerations  which  have  been  important  during  several 
decades  for  a North  Atlantic  society  like  Greenland,  which  acquired 
Home  Rule  in  1979,  and  which  since  has  seen  its  natural  resources 
such  as  seal  hunting  and  fisheries  threatened  by  international  fur 
boycotts  of  (baby)  seal  fur  and  dwindling  and  very  instable  fishing 
resources . 

Furthermore  it  reflects  the  political  process  taking  place  during 
these  years  in  the  Canadian  Arctic,  where  negotiations  are  going  on 
about  the  establishment  of  a form  of  Self-government  of  the  Canadian 
Inuit,  the  Nunavut  Government.  The  legal  relations  between  home  rule 
or  self-  government  seem  to  pose  intricate  problems,  which  will  be 
treated  in  the  symposium.  The  judicial  system  has  been  highly 
criticized  in  the  Canadian  Arctic,  and  is  under  review  in  Greenland 
during  these  years.  - 

Having  gained  Home  Rule  in  the  North  Atlantic  has  practical 
implications  amongst  others  for  the  administration  and  implementation 
of  regulations  issued  by  home  rule  authorities.  This  aspect  will  also 
be  dealt  with  in  the  seminar.  The  issue  of  sustainability  is 
increasingly  being  viewed  as  related  not  only  to  natural  resources 
but  also  to  culture. 

The  symposium  will  deal  with  whether  culture  can  also  be  understood 
as  a resource  in  a sustainable  development. 

We  expect  participants  from  both  Scandinavia,  The  Faroese  Islands, 
Iceland,  Greenland,  Canada,  and  the  United  States.  - Due  to  the  topic 
and  the  scope  of  the  North  Atlantic  Research  Forum  the  composition  of 
participants  at  this  conference  reflects  the  closeness  of  Greenland 
to  Canada  and  the  USA. 

The  choice  of  Nuuk  as  a site  for  the  seminar  reflects  the  importance 
of  Greenland  within  the  North  Atlantic  Research  Forum,  and 
furthermore  reflects  the  fact  that  Greenland  since  1987  has 
established  a small  but  increasingly  active  university  situated  in 
Nuuk.  The  Greenlandic  name  of  the  University  is  Ilisimatusarfik. 

The  seminar  is  organized  as  a joint  effort  by  a professor  from 
Ilisimatusarfik,  and  the  chief  statistician  of  Statistics  Greenland. 

This  joint  undertaking  is  due  to  the  importance  in  a Greenlandic 
setting  of  linking  research  activities  to  general  societal 
activities  and  concerns  of  the  Home  Rule  Government.  Statistics 
Greenland  furthermore  has  an  obligation  to  perform  research  as  have 
other  statistical  offices  in  the  Nordic  countries. 

PROGRAMME: 

Wednesday  March  19,  1997 

- Travel  and  arrival.  Registration 

- Welcome  reception  by  Minister  of  education,  culture  and  church 
affairs,  Konrad  Steenholdt 

Thursday  March  20,  1997 

Official  welcome  by  Minister  of  Health,  Environment  and  Research, 

Marianne  lensen 
Morning  programme 

Autonomy,  Dependency,  Sustainability 

Lars  Emil  lohansen,  Prime  Minister  of  the  Greenlandic  Home  Rule 
Government:  Autonomy,  Dependency  and  Sustainability  - a Home  Rule 
Perspective 

- lack  Hicks,  Director  of  Research,  Nunavut  Implementation 
Commission  (Canada):  The  Land  Claim  and  the  Nunavut  Government: 
Perspectives  on  the  Implementation  of  the  Inherent  Right  to 
Self-Government  in  Canada's  Eastern  Arctic 

- Bjarne  Lindstroem  (Director  of  Nord-REFO,  Stockholm,  Sweden):  A 
"post-sovereign"  political  landscape 


- Gail  Fondahl  (Assistant  professor.  University  of  British  Columbia, 
Canada):  Autonomous  Regions  and  Indigenous  Rights  in  Transition  in 
Northern  Russia 

Lunch 

Afternoon  programme: 

Conditions  for  sustainability 

- Lise  Lyck  (Associate  professor,  Copenhagen  School  of  Business, 
Denmark):  Sustainable  post-sovereign  economies 

- Rasmus  Ole  Rasmussen  (Associate  professor.  Institute  for 
Geography,  Roskilde  University  Centre,  Denmark):  Conditions  for 
sustainable  development  - a general  perspective 

- Milton  Freeman  (Senior  Research  Scholar,  University  of  Alberta, 
Edmonton,  Canada):  Sustainability  and  Equity 

- Hakan  Hyden  (Professor  of  legal  sociology.  University  of  Lund, 
Sweden):  Sustainability  and  law 

Evening: 

Dinner 

- Ingmar  Egede  (Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  Cultural  Centre  of 
Nuuk) : Presentation  of  Nuuk  Cultural  Centre 

- West  Nordic  Women's  Choir  (?)  Friday  March  21,  1997  Morning 
programme:  Socio-legal  relations 

- Dalee  Sambo  (Ph.D.,  University  of  British  Columbia):  Indigenous 
Rights  and  Claims  for  sovereignty 

- Ande  Somby  (Sami  lawyer  and  Ph.D.  student.  University  of  Tromsoe, 
Norway):  Legal  rhetoric  - a Sami  perspective 

- Mille  Scvndahl  Pedersen  (magistrate  judge,  Nuuk,  Greenland) : 
Greenland's  legal  system  revisited 

- Henrik  Zahle  (professor  of  constitutional  law.  University  of 
Copenhagen,  Denmark):  Constitutional  Relations  between  Home  Rule 
Territories  and  Mother  Nations 

Afternoon  Programme: 

Autonomy  and  administration  - Agnete  Weis  Bentzon  (Prof.em., 
University  of  Roskilde  and  Copenhagen) : Links  between  science  and 
administration  in  small  societies 

- Birgit  Kleist:  Bilingual  legislation  - a linguist's  critique 

- Hanne  Petersen  (Professor  of  law  and  legal  sociology, 
Ilisimatusarfik,  University  of  Green-  land):  Implementation  of 
transplanted  administrative  law  under  Home  Rule 

- Kasper  Lytthans  (Department  of  Trade  and  Industry,  Transportation 
and  Public  Works) 

Evening: 

Workshops  to  be  organized  by  interested  participants 
Saturday  March  22,  1997 
Morning 

Alternating  workshops 

Cultural  Conditions  for  Sustainable  Development 

- Marianne  Stenbeek  (Professor  at  McGill  University,  Montreal, 
Canada):  Mass  Communication  in  the  arctic  - content  and  consequences 
for  the  discourse  on  sustainability 

- Dens  Dahl  (Associate  professor.  Institute  for  Eskimology, 
University  of  Copenhagen):  Culture  as  a resource  in  a sustainable 
development 

- Carl  Kristian  Olsen  (Puju):  Language  and  Sustainable  Development 

- Dens  Helgi  Toftum  (The  Faroe  Islands):  Sustainable  Fishery 
Political,  International  and  Regional  Conditions  for  Sustainable 
Development 

- Finn  Lynge  (Representative  of  Greenland's  Home  Rule  Government  in 
Brussels):  Political  and  cultural  (re)presentation  of  Home  Rule 
Societies  - a perspective  of  sustainability 

- Bjcrn  Hersoug  (Professor,  University  of  Tromsc):  Regional 
conditions  for  sustainable  development  (tbc) 

Lunch 
Afternoon 
Open  sessions 
Evening 


Dinner  on  your  own 

Sunday  March  23,  1997 
Church  Service 
Late  morning: 

Social  and  economic  conditions  for  sustainable  development 

- Torben  Agersnap  (Prof.  em.  Copenhagen  Business  School):  Social 
conditions  for  sustainable  development. 

- Gerard  Duhaime  (Prof.,  Universite  Laval,  Quebec):  Arctic 
Communities  and  Sustainable  Development. 

- Fred  Roots  (Prof.  em.  Government  of  Canada):  Ressources  and 
sustainability  (tbc) 

- Ivar  lonsson  (Ass.  prof.,  d.phil.  Ilisimatusarfik,  University  of 
Greenland):  Westnordic  Societies. 

- Andrew  Siggner  (Statistics  Canada):  Experiences  from  Aboriginal 
Peoples'  Surveys 

Lunch 
Afternoon 
Open  sessions 
Evening 

Closing  dinner 

Monday  March  24,  1997 
Departure 

For  further  information,  please  contact 
Birger  Poppel 
Chief  Statistician 
Statistic  Greenland 
Greenland  Flome  Rule  Government 
P.  O.Box  600 
390  0 Nuuk 
tel:  + 299  23000 
fax:  + 299  22954 
e-mail:  birger@gs .gh .gl 
Hanne  Petersen 

Professor  of  Law  and  Legal  Sociology 

Ilisimatusarfik 

University  of  Greenland 

P.0.  Box  279 

3900  Nuuk 

tel:  + 299  24566 

fax:  + 299  24711 

e-mail : Ilisimatusarfik@greennet .gl 

To  minimize  travelling  cost,  joint  travelling  will  be  arranged  from 
Copenhagen  and  Ottawa/Montreal  and  Toronto  via  Iqaluit. 


Date:  3:16  PM  Nov  8,  1996 

From:  kfranbe@ccit.arizona.edu  in  igc:indig. language 
Sub j : "18TH  Annual  AILDI  Program  1997  (2-2" 

THE  18TH  ANNUAL  AMERICAN  INDIAN  LANGUAGE  DEVELOPMENT  INSTITUTE 
The  University  of  Arizona,  Tucson  3UNE  2-27,  1997 

Linguistic  Diversity  & Pluralism:  Family,  Community,  and  Tribal 

Perspectives 

The  University  of  Arizona,  Department  of  Language,  Reading  and  Culture  and 
the  American  Indian  Studies  Program  will  host  the  1997  American  Indian 
Language  Development  Institute  (AILDI) . Offering  6 graduate  or 
undergraduate  credit  hours,  the  AILDI  involves  linguists,  tribal  elders, 
bilingual/ESL  specialists,  teachers,  aides  and  school  administrators  in  an 
integrated,  holistic  learning  experience  focusing  on  American  Indian 
languages  and  cultures.  All  courses  lead  toward  regular  degree  programs 
and  toward  bilingual  and  ESL  endorsements. 


1997  SUMMER  COURSES/TOPICS: 


* Bilingual  Materials  and  Curriculum  Development  for  Native 
American  Classrooms 

* Parent,  Community,  and  Tribal  Roles  in  Maintaining  Heritage 
Languages 

* Language  and  Culture  in  American  Indian  Education 

* Indigenous  Literatures  of  the  Americas 

* Southwest  Native  Languages 

* Creative  Writing  in  Indigenous  Languages 

* Linguistics  for  Native  American  Communities 

* Readings  by  American  Indian  Writers  and  Poets 

* Tribal,  National  and  International  Guest  Speakers 

* Teaching  and  Appreciating  Linguistic  Diversity  among  Native 
American  Communities 

Approximate  Costs  and  Housing  Accommodations: 

* Tuition  = $662  for  six  credit  hours 

* Books  and  Supplies  = $150 

* Meals  = on  your  own 

* Housing  = $300-$700.  Campus  housing  and  privately  owned 
apartments  with  cooking  and  family  facilities  can  be 
arranged . 

TO  RECEIVE  REGISTRATION  AND  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION,  PLEASE  COMPLETE  AND 
RETURN  FORM  BELOW 

Name: Daytime  Phone:  ( ) 

Mailing 

Address : 

City: State: Country: ZIP: 

Your  place  of 

employment  and  position: 

RETURN  TO: 

AILDI,  Department  of  Language,  Reading  and  Culture,  College  of  Education, 
Room  517,  P.0.  Box  210069,  The  University  of  Arizona,  Tucson,  AZ 
85721-0069;  or  call  (520)621-1068;  FAX  (520)621-8174; 
http : //AISP .harvill.arizona.edu 

The  University  of  Arizona:  An  Equal  Employment 
Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer 


Date:  Wed,  6 Nov  1996  09:28:46  -0600 
From:  AIRPI  <airpi@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : 1996  Fall  Forum 

Announcing  the  American  Indian  Research  and  Policy  Institute's 

1996  Fall  Forum 
TRIBAL  GOVERNMENTS: 

What  Will  They  Be  Like  in  The  Year  2010? 

WHEN:  November  15,  1996 
WHERE:  Regal  Minneapolis  Hotel 
1313  Nicollet  Mall 
Minneapolis,  MN 
612-332-6000 
800-522-8856 
Schedule  of  Events: 

8:00  am  Registration  - Continental  Breakfast 
8:30  am  Introductory  Remarks:  John  Poupart,  President,  AIRPI 
Welcome:  Dean  Krause,  Hamline  University  Law  School 
8:45  am  Invocation:  Larry  Cloud  Morgan 
9:00  am  MORNING  KEYNOTE:  Erma  Vizenor,  Ed.  Phd. 

10:15  am  Break-out  Session  [first  session] 

TRIBAL  ENROLLMENT:  Elliot  Moffit,  B.I.A. 

TRIBAL  ELECTIONS:  Paul  Day,  Attorney 


TRIBAL  GAMING:  Dim  Genia,  Mille  Lacs  Band  of  Ojibwe 
TRUST  LAND  ISSUES:  flo  wiger,  Metro  State  University 
12:00  pm  Luncheon.  KEYNOTE  SPEAKER:  Dudy  Moe,  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribal 
Operations 

1:30  pm  Break-out  sessions  [second  session,  same  topics  as  AM  session] 
3:15  pm  Break-out  session  reports 
3:50  pm  Closing  remarks 

REGISTRATION:  $10.00  BEFORE  November  8,  1996  and  $15.00  at  the  door. 
Pre-registration  will  guarantee  a lunch.  Fee  includes  conference, 
continental  breakfast,  lunch  and  a summary  report  mailed  to  you  after  the 
forum . 

For  more  information : (612)  644-1728  or  airpi@gold.tc.umn.edu 

Mail  registration  and  conference  fee  with  your  name,  organization,  address 

and  phone  number  to: 

The  American  Indian  Research  and  Policy  Institute 
749  Simpson  Street 
St.  Paul,  MN  55104 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Leo  Chavez,  Dr., 

Brian  Hauk,  Danet  Smith,  American  Indian  Movement,  Larry  Kibby,  Yanusdi  Cox, 
Debra  F.  Sanders,  Dan  Umstead,  Glenn  Welker,  Dules  Straight  Eagle, 

Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr.  via  Feather  Eaglerock,  Eliseo  Torres  via  Glenn  Welker, 
Dennis  McClain-Furmanski,  Dessica  Olson  (Alert),  Dohn  Berry,  Laura  Whitt 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

— "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  14  November  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Date:  Fri,  8 Nov  1996  16:17:37  EST5EDT 

From:  jcadoret@heps . Ian . mcgill . ca  (Dose  Cadorette) 

Sub j : Aboriginal  Peoples  Report  conference  (1/31-2/2/97,  Montreal) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

FORGING  A NEW  RELATIONSHIP 

Conference  on  the  Report  of 

The  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 

McGill  Institute  for  the  Study  of  Canada 

McGill  University 

31  Danuary  to  2 February  1997 

During  the  last  five  years,  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal 
Peoples  has  engaged  in  the  most  extensive  inquiry  ever  undertaken 
on  Aboriginal  rights,  policy,  communities,  and  prospects  for  change. 
It  has  issued  six  special  reports  addressing  such  crucial  issues  as 
suicide,  the  justice  system,  and  Aboriginal  self-government.  Its 
long-awaited  Final  Report  will  be  presented  in  the  late  Fall  of  1996. 

The  Report  will  canvass  the  history  of  Canadian  Aboriginal  policy  in 
all  its  dimensions.  It  deserves  intensive  discussion  and  debate. 

This  major  Conference  will  provide  a forum  for  that  debate. 


The  Conference  will  focus  on  the  structural  recommendations  of  the 
various  reports  - those  on  governance,  justice,  and  Aboriginal  land 
rights.  It  will  bring  together  leading  experts  in  the  field,  people 
involved  in  current  initiatives,  and  representatives  of  many  interests 
that  have,  to  this  point,  remained  outside  the  discussion  of  Aboriginal 
issues.  There  will  be  skeptics  as  well  as  advocates. 

A large  number  of  experts  in  the  field  will  be  speaking  at  the 
Conference.  Those  who  have  already  confirmed  their  participation 
include  the  two  co-chairs  of  the  Commission,  Justice  Rene  Dussault 
and  Georges  Erasmus,  Richard  Bird,  A.  Rodney  Bobiwash,  John 
Borrows,  Alan  Cairns,  David  Cameron,  Marlene  Castellano,  Rt.  Hon. 

Joe  Clark,  Bernard  Cleary,  Matthew  Coon-Come,  Thomas  Courchene, 

Justice  Jean-Charles  Coutu,  Brian  Crowley,  Kenneth  Deer,  Olive 
Dickason,  Thomas  Flanagan,  Phil  Fontaine,  Allen  Gabriel,  Hon.  A.C. 
Hamilton,  David  Hawkes,  Paul  Joffe,  Will  Kymlicka,  Andree  Lajoie, 

Joe  B.  Marshall,  Ovide  Mercredi,  Brenda  G.  Miller,  Patricia 
Monture-Angus,  Zebedee  Nungak,  James  O'Reilly,  Ghislain  Otis, 

Ernest  Ottawa,  Ghislain  Picard,  Geoff  Plant,  Thierry  Rodon, 

Jean- Jacques  Simard,  Brian  Slattery,  Neil  J.  Sterritt,  Blair  Stonechild, 
Debbie  Thomas,  James  Tully,  Mary  Ellen  Turpel-Lafond,  and  Sylvie 
Vincent . 


Registration  fees  (includes  taxes): 

- regular  registration  received  by  December  13,  1996  (includes  lunch 
on  Sat.  and  Sun.):  $90 

- regular  registration  received  after  December  13,  1996  (includes 
lunch  on  Sat.  and  Sun.):  $140 

- student  registration:  $25 

To  receive  a registration  form  and  a conference  programme,  please 
contact : 

Jose  Cadorette 
Conference  Coordinator 

McGill  Institute  for  the  Study  of  Canada 
3463  Peel  Street 
Montreal,  Quebec  H3A  1W7 
Tel.:  (514)  398-2658  / Fax:  (514)  398-7336 
E-mail : jcadoret@heps .lan.mcgill.ca 

- "RE:  Minnesota  Chippewa  Reform"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Nov  1996  14:19:47  -0600 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : UPDATE  Minnesota  Chippewa  reform  movement--ll/ll/96 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NEWS  RELEASE;  NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH 
AND  RESOURCE  CENTER 

November  7 Tribal  Executive  Meeting  held  in  Brainerd,  MN 

A broad-based  group  of  more  than  100  tribal  activists  headed  off  a 
proposal  by  the  White  Earth  RBC  to  authorize  individual  reservations  to 
decide  whether  to  allow  primary  elections.  The  TEC  rescinded  Election 
Ordinance  #5,  replacing  it  with  an  amended  version  of  Ordinance  #4  which 
schedules  primaries  60  days  before  general  elections  and  30  days  before 
special  election. 

Origin  of  the  "totalitarian  government"  can  be  traced  to  the  passage  in 
1980  of  Constitutional  Interpretation  1-80  by  which  the  TEC  bestowed  upon 
themselves  the  sole  right  of  interpretation  of  the  constitution,  a right 
that  does  not  exist  in  that  document.  Although  several  TEC  members 
acknowledged  the  arbitrary  nature  of  the  act,  none  would  introduce  a motion 
to  strike  it  down.  In  its  defense,  the  TEC  said  eliminating  the 


interpretation  would  allow  federal  courts  to  impose  their  own  definitions. 

Franklin  (Doc)  LaRose  said  the  argument  is  a ruse,  since  Anishinaabe  people 
are  forced  to  individually  resist  the  imposition  of  civil  regulatory  laws 
in  state  courts  without  any  official  support.  "You're  hiding  behind  1-80, 
calling  it  sovereignty--but  only  against  the  people,  not  against  the 
county,  state  or  federal  government.  Its  gotta  be  amended  to  say  the 
people  have  the  exclusive  right  to  interpret  the  constitution,  not  the  TEC. 

Activist  Dale  Greene  agreed:  "When  we  go  into  court  on  those  damned  issues, 
we  don't  have  the  protection  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Minnesota  Chippewa 
Tribe  which  guarantees  our  rights.  You  guys  are  holding  our  rights 
hostage. " 

The  TEC  passed  a resolution  to  set  a special  meeting  in  January  on  the 
subject  of  1-80. 

Kevin  Dupuis  of  Fond  du  lac  said  he  is  challenging  the  RBC's  regulation  of 
hunting,  fishing  and  gathering  rights  in  the  ceded  territories.  Dupuis 
said  he  is  also  intervening  with  other  Fond  du  Lac  members  in  the 
reservation's  treaty  rights  lawsuit.  "We  going  to  represent  ourselves.  We 
already  talked  to  Judge  Davis  and  we  can  do  that.  We're  going  to  find  out 
who's  the  inherent  sovereign. 

The  TEC  did  not  formally  recognize  the  Leech  Lake  General  Council,  but  did 
agree  to  hold  a special  meeting  with  Council  representatives  before  the 
next  regular  meeting. 

Council  officer  Louis  Boyd:  "At  a meeting  in  Bena  on  Duly  12,  1922,  the 
constitution  and  bylaws  of  the  General  Council  were  'made  permanent. ' Made 
permanent,  that  means  laid  down  in  solid  rock.  There  has  never  been 
nothing,  as  far  as  we  have  found,  that  rescinded  that." 

U.S.  District  Court  Grand  Jury  has  subpoenaed  all  Leech  Lake  Gaming 
financial  records  for  the  period  January  1,  1992  to  July  31,  1996 

The  Leech  Lake  Reservation  General  Council  will  hold  a cleansing  feast  on 
Wednesday,  November  20,  1996.  The  Feast  will  be  held  at  the  Veterans' 
Memorial  Pow  Wow  Grounds  Building  and  will  begin  at  noon. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Bernard  J.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : Landfill  to  Cover  Burial  Site"  

Date:  Tue,  12  Nov  1996  15:31:10  -0500 

From:  jolson@virtu . sar . usf . edu  (Jessica  Olson) 

Sub j : Osceola  County,  FI.  Landfill  to  cover  burial  site. 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Alert : 

Osceola  County,  FI.  has  expanded  their  Southport  Landfill  over  an 
Indigenous  burial  site  in  Kissimmee,  Florida  Osceola  County  claims  this 
was  an  accident,  despite  the  fact  that  the  burial  site  has  been  known  for 
at  least  11  years  - the  last  time  Janus  Research  conducted  a survey,  and 
was  "preserved"  by  a chain  link  fence. 

Even  so,  Osceola  County  has  hired  Janus  Research  to  excavate  the  mound. 

On  October  26,  1996,  Sheridan  Murphy  of  Florida  AIM  and  Florida  Indian 
Alliance,  Bobby  Billie,  Spiritual  Leader  of  the  Independent  Traditional 
Seminole  Nation,  and  Bobby  Billie's  assistant  Shannon  Larson  met  with  Ken 
Hardin  and  Robert  Austin  of  Janus  Research,  they  agreed  to  Bobby  C. 

Billie's  request  for  repatriation  and  argued  that  excavation  was  the  only 
option  since  the  mounds  had  been  greatly  pot  hunted.  Ms.  Larson  and  Mr. 
Billie  visited  the  site  later  that  afternoon  and  reported  the  pot  hunting 
was  not  extensive.  Further,  they  learned  that  the  State  Archaeologist 
James  Miller  had  contacted  both  the  Seminole  and  Miccosukee  Tribes  of 
Florida;  excluded  the  Oklahoma  Seminoles  Nation;  and  was  referred  to  Bobbie 


Billie  by  Seminole  representative  David  Dumper.  Neither  Tribe  contacted 
approved  or  authorized  the  excavation.  When  asked  why  he  allowed  it  to 
continue  anyway,  Mr.  Miller  informed  Ms.  Larson  that  he  only  contacts  the 
Tribes  as  a courtesy,  and  that  he  does  not  have  to  talk  to  them.  He 
further  implied  that  he  had  no  control  over  the  excavation.  Florida  State 
Statue  872.05  defers  authority  to  either  the  County  Medical  Examiner  (if 
the  remains  are  less  then  75  years  old)  or  the  State  Archaeologist. 

At  least  12  Indigenous  peoples  remains  have  been  dug  up  and  are  being  held 
at  Danus  Research  and  the  RA  Grey  Bldg  in  Tallahassee.  More  are  certain 
to  have  their  graves  robbed  unless  something  is  done.  Florida  AIM  and  the 
Florida  Indian  Alliance  are  planning  direct  action  for  the  week  of  Nov 
ll-15th  if  the  digging  is  not  ceased  and  a target  date  for  repatriation  is 
not  set  and  agreeable  to  Mr.  Billie.  We  have  informed  Osceola  County, 

Danus  research,  and  Dim  Miller's  office. 

The  FIA  asks  all  people  of  conscience  to  contact  Osceola  County  Manager 
Robert  Magnaghi's  office  (407-847-1208)  and  demand  that  the  excavations 
halt.  Danus  Research  Vice-President  Bob  Austin  can  also  be  reached  at 
(813-821-7600)  We  also  ask  that  humane  beings  contact  Florida  Governor 
Lawton  Chiles  at  (9040  488-4441  as  ask  that  State  Archaeologist  Dim  Miller 
be  removed  from  his  post  he  has  held  for  nearly  two  decades.  Mr.  Miller 
has  held  Indian  peoples  skulls  for  the  cameras  (Windover  1986)  and 
despite  passage  of  Florida's  Unmarked  Burial  Law,  Miller  has  only  utilized 
the  law  to  justify  degreed  grave  robbing  and  has  yet  to  prosecute  a pot 
hunter.  Florida  AIM  caught  an  individual  pot  hunting  on  tape  with  four 
eye  witnesses,  and  still  this  individual  was  not  prosecuted. 

If  you  need  more  information  please  contact  the  Florida  Indian  Alliance 
State  Office  at  33  4th  Street  N Suite  202  St.  Petersburg,  FI.  33701. 

(813)  823-3534  Fax: (813)  822-3501. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
a bullet  in  the  head,  now  he's  dead 
a friend  of  a friend,  some  one  said 
he  was  an  activist  with  a very  short  life 
i think  there's  a lesson  here  - he  died  without  a fight 

in  the  war  over  land  where  the  world  began 
prophecies  say  it's  where  the  world  will  end 
but  there's  a tremor  growing  in  our  backyard 
fear  in  out  heads,  fear  in  our  hearts 
prophets  in  the  graveyard. 

-indigo  girls  "jonas  & exekial" 

jessica  olson 

new  college  aim  support 

jolson@virtu .sar.usf.edu 

"RE : Keweenaw  Bay  Red  Alert"  — - 

Date:  9:01  PM  Nov  10,  1996 

From:  lawhitt@mtu.edu 

Sub j : Keweenaw  Bay  Red  Alert 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  situation  at  the  Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  is  deteriorating.  We 
have  word  that  the  Tribal  Police  have  been  ordered  to  enter  Catholic  Church 
property  and  serve  warrants  on  Father  Dohn  Hascall  (the  pastor  of  Holy  Name 
of  Desus  Church  who  has  been  providing  the  group  Fight  For  Dustice  with 
sanctuary  for  the  past  14  months)  and  members  of  Fight  For  Dustice.  The 
KBIC  Tribal  Police  is  now  a largely  non-Indian  force,  hired  after  the 
dismissal  of  a number  of  Indian  tribal  police  who  earlier  refused  to  follow 
orders  to  raid  Church  property  and  serve  the  warrants.  We  are  expecting  an 
assault  on  the  Holy  Name  of  Desus  Church,  convent  and  rectory  within  the 
next  week.  The  Witnesses  For  Non-Violence  will  be  returning  to  the  compound 
in  the  hopes  of  preventing  violence.  We  are  issuing  a call  to  all  those  who 
have  been  monitoring  the  situation  here  to  join  the  Witnesses  at  the  Church 


(located  on  US  41, several  miles  northwest  of  Baraga,  Michigan)  and  to  call 
or  fax  the  following  numbers,  urging  negotiations  and  a peaceful  resolution 
to  this  dispute. 

Representative  Bart  Stupak 
Fax:  202-225-4744 

Senator  Carl  Levin 
Fax:  202-224-1388 

Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  Tribal  Chair,  Fred  Dakota 
Fax:  906-353-7540 

Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  Tribal  Police 
Fax:  906-353-6838 

For  background  on  this  situation,  please  consult  earlier  postings  to  this 
list.  Detailed  information,  including  a chronology  of  events,  can  be  found 
at 

http: //www. edwardsl . com/rose/native/ff j/ff j . htm 

"RE : New  Arctic  Council  Created"  

Date:  Fri,  8 Nov  1996  09:39:58  -0800 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : New  Arctic  Council  Created 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Nordic  countries,  Canada,  the  United  States  and  Russia  agreed  on 
September  19,  1996  in  Ottawa,  Canada  to  form  a pact  regarding  the  Arctic 
Region.  The  new  pact  is  planning  to  seek  protections  for  the  fragile 
environment  of  the  region  and  aide  conditions  of  the  indigenous 
populations  of  the  region.  This  pact  will  provide  participating 
countries  and  their  Arctic  regions  with  a permanent  forum  for  the 
development  of  common  guidelines  and  strategies. 

The  Arctic  Council  is  the  first  common  forum  which  brings  together  on 
a regular  basis,  top  diplomats  and  polar  region  experts  from  the  eight 
member  nations. 

--  Abstracted  from  "News  of  Norway,  Oct.  1996,  p.3" 

"RE;  An  Ojibwe  Queen"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Nov  1996  14:20:11  -0600 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Quay  ke  gwon  ay  beak  way 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

typed  this  up  for  the  outreach  part  of  what  we  do  with  the  schools. 

thought  some  on  this  list  might  find  it  interesting. 

feather 

SOURCE:  De-Bah-3i-Mon 

Leech  Lake  Reservation  Monthly  Newspaper 
November  1994 

QUAY  KE  GWON  AY  BEAK  WAY: 

An  Ojibwe  Queen 

by  Priscilla  Buffalohead 

Indian  Education  Resource  Specialist 

Anoka-Flennepin  School  district  No.  11 


Several  years  ago,  when  I was  conducting  research  on  roles 


of  women 


in  Ojibwe  history,  my  husband  (Roger  Buffalohead)  brought  me  a copy  of  an 
1890  Congressional  Report  he  had  located  at  The  Minnesota  Historical 
Society.  One  short  paragraph  of  that  lengthy  report  sparked  great 
interest  on  both  our  parts. 

The  report  entitled  Chippewa  Indians  of  Minnesota,  documented  both 
the  economic  conditions  of  Minnesota's  Ojibwe  bands  at  the  time  and  the 
issues  between  the  bands  and  the  U.S.  government  which  need  resolution.  A 
short  paragraph  about  the  Leech  Lake  Ojibwe  stayed  in  my  memory.  The 
paragraph  read:  "The  head  chief  of  the  Pillagers  , Flatmouth,  has  for 
several  years  resided  in  Canada,  his  sister,  Ruth  Flatmouth,  is  in  her 
brothers ' s absence  the  acknowledged  Queen,  or  leader  of  the  Pillagers;  the 
other  women  of  hereditary  right  acted  as  leaders  of  their  respective  bands, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  chiefs  were  permitted  to  sign  the  agreements.  " 
Executive  Document  247.  51st  Congress,  Message  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  March  6,  1890. 

I did  not  follow  up  on  this  intriguing  bit  of  historical 
information  until  the  summer  of  1994.  At  that  time,  my  son,  Eric,  an  I 
received  a small  grant  from  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society  to  conduct 
research  on  the  annuity  rolls  of  the  Chippewa  and  Sioux.  The  annuity  rolls 
consists  of  records  kept  by  the  U.S.  government.  These  records  include 
census  data  as  well  as  the  amount  of  money  paid  to  each  band  member  each 
year  as  specified  in  treaties.  Quite  by  accident,  as  I was  recording 

information  from  the  Leech  Lake  rolls,  I came  upon  the  name  Quay  ke  gwon  ay 

beak  way.  Next  to  her  name,  underlined  in  large  print  was  the  title. 

Queen!  The  information  connected.  Of  course,  this  must  be  Ruth  Flatmouth, 
sister  of  Flatmouth,  the  Queen  mentioned  in  the  1890  Congressional  Report. 

I wanted  an  accurate  translation  of  her  Indian  name  and  so  I paid  a visit  to 
my  friend,  Ojibwe  elder,  Him  Clark.  Dim  translated  her  name  as  meaning 
"Female  Feather  That  Turns  Around." 

In  the  year  1885,  Quay  ke  gwon  ay  beak  way  was  57  years  old.  She 

lived  with  her  eleven  your  old  daughter,  Ogemah  quay,  and  three  of  her 

grandchildren.  Her  name  first  appears  in  the  1858  annuity  rolls  where  she 
is  listed  as  a member  of  the  Cass  Lake,  or  possibly  Winnibigoshish  band, 
under  the  leadership  of  Ain  ne  we  gaw  bow.  The  1867  annuity  roll  provides 
the  recorded  indication  that  Quay  ke  gwon  ay  beak  way  held  the  title  Queen. 
The  1871  annuity  roll  lists  the  chiefs  by  number.  Quay  ke  gwon  ay  beak  way 
is  the  fourth  chief  mentioned  in  the  roll.  Interestingly,  chief  number  17 
is  also  a woman  Her  name,  according  to  the  recorder,  is 
Ne  gon  e kee  shig  o quay. 

Between  1871  and  1885,  Quay  ke  gwon  ay  beak  way  is  regularly 
listed  in  the  annuity  rolls  as  Queen  (perhaps  Head  Chief)  of  the  Leech  Lake 
Ojibwe.  Her  name  appears  in  all  documents  which  required  the  signature  of 
the  chiefs.  In  1878,  the  third  woman  chief  appears  listed  in  the  annuity 
rolls.  Mong  once.  Little  Loon,  was  24  years  old  when  she  signed  the 
annuity  receipts.  Besides  her  name  is  the  underlined  title,  "Chiefess." 

The  annuity  rolls  provide  further  proof  that,  indeed,  three  women 
served  as  cheifs  among  the  Leech  Lake  Ojibwe  during  the  last  half  of  the 
19th  century.  That  women  could  serve  as  chiefs  was  apparently  a problem 
for  the  government  agents  who  felt  compelled  to  explain  why  they  allowed 
women  to  sign  official  agreements.  It  does  not  seem  to  have  been  a problem 
for  the  chiefs  or  band  members  of  Leech  Lake. 

When  Dim  Clark  read  the  statement,  "at  the  request  of  the  chiefs" 
(these  women  were  permitted)  "to  sign  agreements,"  he  shared  the  following 
thought  with  me:  He  had  always  heard  that  if  a male  leader,  for  whatever 
reason,  was  not  able  to  perform  his  duties  of  office,  he  could  ask  his 
sister  or  daughter  to  take  his  place.  This  observation  is  remarkably 
similar  to  the  explanation  given  by  other  Algonkian  speaking  tribes  who 
periodically  selected  female  leaders. 

The  title  "Queen"  is  quite  obviously  a Euro-American  understanding 
of  the  leadership  role  of  women  in  American  Indian  history.  However,  there 
is  little  doubt  that  women  did  serve  as  chiefs  in  the  past.  Among  the 
Eastern  Algonkian  tribes,  linguistic  relatives  of  the  Ojibwe,  Indian  women 
who  served  in  leadership  roles  were  also  referred  to  as  "Queens"  by 
transplanted  Europeans. 


Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : American  Indian  Heritage  Month"  

Date:  Thu,  7 Nov  1996  01:10:01  -0500 
From:  "Dim  Lockhart"  < jim(3digigo. com> 

Sub j : NATIONAL  AMERICAN  INDIAN  HERITAGE  MONTH,  1996 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

THE  WHITE  HOUSE 

Office  of  the  Press  Secretary 


For  Immediate  Release  October  30,  1996 

NATIONAL  AMERICAN  INDIAN  HERITAGE  MONTH,  1996 


BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 

Throughout  our  history,  American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  peoples 
have  been  an  integral  part  of  the  American  character.  Against  the  odds, 
America's  first  peoples  have  endured,  and  they  remain  a vital  cultural, 
political,  social,  and  moral  presence.  Tribal  America  has  brought  to  this 
great  country  certain  values  and  ideas  that  have  become  ingrained  in  the 
American  spirit:  the  knowledge  that  humans  can  thrive  and  prosper  without 
destroying  the  natural  environment;  the  understanding  that  people  from 
very  different  backgrounds,  cultures,  religions,  and  traditions  can  come 
together  to  build  a great  country;  and  the  awareness  that  diversity  can  be 
a source  of  strength  rather  than  division. 

As  we  celebrate  American  Indian  Heritage  Month  this  year,  we  take 
note  of  the  injustices  that  have  been  suffered  by  American  Indian  people. 
Even  today,  few  enjoy  the  full  bounty  of  America's  prosperity.  But  even 
as  we  look  to  the  past,  we  must  also  look  to  the  future.  Along  with  other 
Americans,  American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  will  face  new  challenges  in 
the  coming  century.  We  can  ill  afford  to  leave  any  of  our  people  behind. 
Tribal  America  must  figure  as  prominently  in  our  future  as  it  has  in  our 
past . 

Let  us  rededicate  ourselves  to  the  principle  that  all  Americans  have 
the  tools  to  make  the  most  of  their  God-given  potential.  For  Indian 
tribes  and  tribal  members,  this  means  that  the  authority  of  tribal 
governments  must  be  accorded  the  respect  and  support  to  which  they  are 
entitled  under  the  law.  It  means  that  American  Indian  children  and  youth 
must  be  provided  a solid  education  and  the  opportunity  to  go  on  to 
college.  It  means  that  more  must  be  done  to  stimulate  tribal  economies, 
create  jobs,  and  increase  economic  opportunities. 

Our  bridge  to  the  21st  century  will  rest  upon  the  foundation  we  build 
today.  We  must  teach  our  children  about  our  past  --  both  the  good  and  the 
bad  --  so  that  they  may  learn  from  our  successes  and  mistakes.  We  must 
provide  our  children  with  the  knowledge  and  skills  to  permit  them  to 
surpass  our  own  achievements  and  create  a stronger,  more  united  American 
community.  We  must  provide  them  greater  opportunity.  It  was  the  Iroquois 
who  taught  that  in  every  deliberation  we  should  consider  the  impact  of  our 
decisions  on  the  next  7 generations. 

In  recognition  of  the  important  contributions  of  American  Indian  and 
Alaska  Native  peoples  to  our  country  and  in  light  of  the  special  legal 
relationship  between  the  tribes  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  obligations  pursuant  thereto,  we  celebrate  National  American  Indian 
Heritage  Month. 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  WILLIAM  D . CLINTON,  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  proclaim  November  1996  as 
National  American  Indian  Heritage  Month.  I urge  all  Americans,  as  well  as 


their  elected  representatives  at  the  Federal,  State,  local,  and  tribal 
levels,  to  observe  this  month  with  appropriate  programs,  ceremonies,  and 
activities . 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  twenty-ninth  day 
of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  two  hundred  and 
twenty-first . 

WILLIAM  J.  CLINTON 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  AISESnet,  NATWORK,  INNU-L  & NATIVE-L 
listservers;  Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc . culture. native, igc . indig. education; 

UUCP  & genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"As  Indians  we  will  never  have  the  efficient  organization  that  gains  great 
concessions  from  society  in  the  marketplace.  We  will  never  have  a 
powerful  lobby  or  be  a smashing  political  force.  But  we  will  have  the 
intangible  unity  which  has  carried  us  through  four  centuries  of 
persecution.  We  are  a People  unified  by  our  humanity ...  not  a pressure 
group  unified  for  conquest .. .And  from  our  greater  strength  we  shall  wear 
down  the  Dominant  Culture  and  finally  outlast  him... We  shall  Endure 
Vine  Deloria,  3r,  Sioux 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  | 

| of  the  Republic  | 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
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[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  | Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 

j States  Constitution,  | Nations, 

j so  that  my  forefathers  \ 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

+-  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Recently,  two  Cherokee  ladies  labored  to  make  a shipment  of  clothing 
available  to  help  Lakota  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  make  it  through 
another  harsh  South  Dakota  winter.  The  two  are  a Mother  and  Daughter  team, 
Shirley  Pharis  (Mom)  and  Michelle  Funk  (Daughter).  Helping  coordinate 
this  effort,  though  he  denied  credit,  was  Iordan  Dill. 

The  night  the  clothes  arrived  I received  the  following  message: 

Please  pass  on  that  the  truck  got  there  ok,  and  that  all  the  things 
disappeared  in  moments  by  a group  of  VERY  APPRECIATIVE  people! 

This  message  arrived  the  next  morning: 

The  truck  arrived  yesterday,  and  3 people  helped  unload  all  107  boxes  in 
20  minutes.  The  first  priority  for  the  donations  were  the  folks  out  in  the 
rural  districts  who  are  in  the  most  desperate  need.  Since  many  of  them  don't 
have  cars  or  transportation  of  any  kind  and  since  many  also  live  in  areas 
that  are  VERY  inaccessible,  a truck  was  loaded  and  shuttled  them  in  to  the 
distribution  site.  After  they  were  taken  care  of,  the  rest  of  the  donations 
were  distributed  to  families  living  in  the  housing  project  in  Wounded  Knee. 

*** EVERY  SINGLE  ITEM***  went  to  someone  who  DESPERATELY  needed  it. 

Complete  distribution  occurred  in  an  hour  because  it  was  a cold  day  and 
many  who  received  donations  are  elderly,  in  poor  health,  or  are  children  - 
they  all  needed  to  be  outside  for  as  short  a time  as  possible.  While  the 
distribution  was  going  on,  folks  gathered  in  groups  around  the  bonfire  in 
the  arbor,  ate  the  food  that  had  been  prepared,  and  socialized,  just  like  in 
the  old  days  when  a giveaway  was  given.  Children,  instead  of  fighting  over 
coats  and  WITHOUT  ANY  ADULT  TELLING  THEM  TO  FIRST,  were  picking  the  coats  up 
carefully,  trying  them  on,  and  then  swapping  with  each  other  to  match  sizes 
to  each  other:  "Here,  this  will  fit  you  better  than  me"  and  "This  is  your 
size,  I think" . 

I cannot  begin  to  tell  you  how  much  this  has  meant.  It  brings  tears  to  my 
eyes,  as  it  did  to  my  family's,  to  be  able  to  do  this,  make  this  difference. 
To  be  able  to  let  my  people  know  that  there  ARE  those  who  care  enough  to  send 
the  very  best,  even  though  we  are  all  strangers  and  live  in  different  parts 
of  Turtle  Island  in  very  different  ways. 

So,  though  the  words  "thank  you"  carry  so  little  of  what  we  are  truly 
feeling,  it  is  the  best  we  can  do.  Therefore,  on  behalf  of  everyone, 
WOPILATICELO  TANKA! !!!!!! 

end  of  message  

This  week  I also  learned  from  Lora  Dika-Ni  Czarnowsky  she  will  be  sending 
several  boxes  of  clothing. 

I do  not  tell  this  to  embarrass  these  three  women  by  drawing  attention  to 
them.  I do  this  to  offer  an  example  to  all  that  one  or  two  people  can  make 
a huge  difference  in  the  lives  of  others  of  the  First  Nations.  I thank 
these  ladies  for  giving  us  all  a way  to  bring  into  our  own  hearts.  Gift 
giving  is  at  the  very  core  of  traditional  belief.  I would  tell  any  who 
read  this  to  look  into  your  own  heart  and  ask  if  you  are  honoring  your  way. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 


(*,*) 


Gary  Night  Owl 

P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 


gars@netcom . com 

gars@juno.com 

gars@igc.apc.org 


gars@genie.com 
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News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Anti-Indian  Comments 

- Big  Mountain  Deadline  New  Year's  Day 

- Open  Letter;  President  Clinton 

- Delewares  Win  Round  One 

- Separation  Anxiety 

- Chief's  Legal  Counsel  Defends  Racist 

- Innu  Opposition  to  Labrador  Smelter 

- Netherlands  Debate  on  Innu 

- Protecting  Heritage  and  Cultures 

- Historic  Agreements  Signed 

- Guinea  Pigs 

- Canadian  Gov.  Attacks  NA  Activists 

- Decline  at  IAIA 

- Northwest  lob  Opportunity 

- Oneida  Press  Operator  lob 

- Essay  Coordinator  Sought 

- Seven  Philosophies  for  a NA  Man 

- Poem:  An  Ode  to  Ego 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Anti-Indian  Comments"  - 

Date:  17  Nov  1996  15:43:28  +0100 
From:  scottrobertladd@juno.com  (Scott  Robert  Ladd) 

Sub j : Anti-Indian  Comments  from  C-NEWS  List 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Note:  I lack  reliable  access  to  newsgroups,  so  please 
reply  by  e-mail  to:  ScottRobertLadd@juno.com. 

I found  the  following  item  in  the  open  and  public  C-NEWS  (Conservative  News) 
Mailing  List.  The  "Interesting  Items"  column  appears  there  every  week  or  so, 
with  items  from  conservative  talk  radio  and  publications.  The  column  is 
posted  by  Alex  Gimarc  <agimarc@anchorage.net>. 

We  need  to  watch  what  these  people  are  saying. 

C-NEWS  publishes  numerous  items  by  large,  mainstream  conservative  groups, 
including  Eagle  Forum,  Rush  Limbaugh,  Cal  Thomas,  Ken  Hamblin,  pro-family 
and  pro-life  organizations.  This  is  the  first  item  I've  seen  regarding 
Indians  since  I first  subscribed  to  C-NEWS  in  October. 

I thank  those  who  have  contacted  me  already  with  their  experiences  with 
Anti-Indian  groups  and  sentiments.  I'm  working  a series  of  articles  about 
Anti-Indian  groups,  and  I appreciate  any  information  sent  my  way  on  the 
subject.  I'm  especially  interested  in  documenting  the  connections  between 
political  figures  (e.g.,  Wisconsin  Gov.  Thompson,  Senator  Gorton,  etc.)  and 
Anti-Indian  activities. 

Thank  you. 

--  SRL 

Forwarded  Item  

From:  Alex  Gimarc  <agimarc@anchorage.net> 

To:  c-news@world.std.com 

Date:  Sat,  09  Nov  1996  12:00:07  -0900 

Subject:  C-NEWS:  Interesting  Items  11/10 

Sunday,  Nov  10,  1996  - Interesting  Items 

[Non  sequitur  items  1-8  deleted  - SRL] 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Peltier  to  Dudicial  Committee 

- Chippewa  Tribe  Government  Reform 

- Save  Sacred  Site  in  Oregon 

- US  Military  Involvement  in  Chiapas 

- Mexico/Quebec  Natural  Gas  Compacts 

- Innu  Nation  Environmental  lob 

- Native  America  Calling 


9.  Tyonek.  Federal  judge  Holland  issued  a judicial  edict  that  the  Tyonek 
village  (across  Cook  Inlet  from  Anchorage)  was  a native  American  village  and 


should  now  have  all  special  rights  and  privileges  afforded  those  gifted  with 
full  tribal  status.  The  case  is  a 14  year  old  case  about  a couple  ejected 
from  a house  in  the  village  for  being  white.  Unlike  the  rest  of  the  lower 
48,  Alaska  does  not  have  formal  reservations , tribes  or  Indian  Country. 
Tribal  status  is  something  that  is  determined  via  treaty  and  congressional 
action.  No  Indian  Wars  were  fought  up  here,  and  congressional  action  during 
Statehood,  1971  and  1980  basically  say  that  all  people  up  here  are  Alaskans. 
Both  the  Clintonoids  and  some  native  groups  are  trying  to  create  over  200 
tribal  entities  without  congressional  action.  This  creation  of  tribal 
status  by  judicial  fiat  will  be  appealed  and  fought  through  the  legislature 
over  the  next  few  years.  Our  problem  is  that  our  governor.  Phony  Tony 
Knowles  (rumored  to  be  on  algore's  short  list  for  VP  in  2000),  gained  his 
margin  of  victory  via  voter  fraud  out  in  the  Bush,  secret  handshakes  and 
promises  to  native  leaders.  He  is  not  expected  to  fight  this  one  very  hard. 
End  Forwarded  Item  


Scott  Robert  Ladd  957  Empire  Street  voice:  +1  970  387  0271 

ScottRobertLadd@juno.com  P.O.  Box  617  fax:  +1  970  387  0277 

Silverton,  CO  81433  USA 

"Seeking  Creative  Solutions  to  Intractable  Problems" 


"RE : Big  Mountain  Deadline  New  Year's  Day" 

Date:  Mon,  18  Nov  1996  05:39:44  -0800  (PST) 

From:  David@ableza.org  (Ableza  Institute) 

Sub j : BIG  MOUNTAIN  ALERT 


This  is  long,  but  for  those  interested  in  the  Navajo-Hopi  land  dispute, it 
is  the  latest  from  one  of  the  Navajo  Nation's  lawyers. 

David 

Date:  Mon,  18  Nov  1996  01:48:10  -0800 

From:  JOHN  ABALONE  WALSH  < JOHN . ABALONE .WALSH@worldnet.att . net> 

Subject:  Re:  BIG  MOUNTAIN  ALERT 

BIG  MOUNTAIN  DEADLINE  ON  NEW  YEAR'S  DAY 

On  October  11th,  1996,  President  Clinton  signed  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land 
Dispute  Settlement  Act  of  1996,  which  then  became  Public  Law  104-310, 
authorizing  the  prompt  eviction  of  traditional  Navajo  families  from  the 
Partitioned  Lands,  beginning  on  January  1st,  1997.  According  to  Senator 
John  McCain  from  Arizona,  one  of  the  sponsors  of  this  Act,  this  could  mean 
as  many  as  640  Navajo  families,  thousands  of  Navajo  people.  Throughout 
Clinton's  first  term  as  President,  he  has  always  supported  the  relocation 
of  the  Navajos  from  their  ancestral  lands  on  Black  Mesa  and  the 
desecration  of  their  sacred  sites  at  Star  Mountain,  Big  Mountain  and 
elsewhere.  And  Clinton  made  sure  that  his  policies  were  carried  out  by 
the  officials  at  the  Dept.  Of  Justice  and  the  Dept,  of  the  Interior. 

Now,  even  though  millions  of  people  in  the  U.S.  and  around  the  world 
have  criticized  the  U.S.  Government  for  its  cruel  and  inhumane  program  of 
forced  removal,  which  has  already  produced  over  7,000  Navajo  refugees, 
Clinton  has  found  a "quick  and  dirty"  solution  to  this  lingering  problem. 
All  he  had  to  do  was  trample  on  the  Navajos'  First  Amendment  rights  to 
Religious  Freedom  and  Fifth  Amendment  rights  to  Due  Process,  to  violate 
the  Winters'  Doctrine  on  Indian  Water  Rights,  to  invite  the  U.S.  Marshals 
and  the  Multi-  jurisdictional  Task  Force  to  implement  the  evictions  even 
though  no  housing  will  be  available  for  these  Navajo  evictees  to  move  into, 
and  to  bribe  the  Navajo  Tribe,  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  the  State  of  Arizona 
with  millions  of  dollars  of  hush  money  and  other  valuable  considerations. 
However,  the  only  real  beneficiary  of  this  law  will  be  the  U.S.  Government 
itself  which  will  avoid  $100' s of  millions  of  dollars  of  legal  liabilities 
while  retaining  invaluable  water  rights  in  this  arid  region. 

The  nine  basic  provisions  of  P.L.  104-310,  as  amended,  which  are 
extremely  generous  to  the  Hopi  Tribe,  authorized: 

(1)  The  Land  Dispute  Settlement  was  written  as  an  agreement  solely 


between  the  U.S.  and  the  Hopi  Tribe.  Neither  the  Navajo  Nation  nor  the 
Navajo  families  residing  on  Partitioned  Lands  are  not  considered  as 
parties  to  nor  equal  partners  in  this  Settlement,  even  though  the  total 
number  of  Navajos  affected  by  the  Relocation  Program  over  the  past  two 
decades  far  exceeds  the  total  number  of  Hopi  people  living  on  their 
reservation . 

(2)  The  new  law  ratifies  the  Hopi  Accommodation  Agreement  of  1994  and 
the  Hopi  Residential  Homesite  Lease,  even  though  it  violates  the  Unitary 
Clause  of  the  Agreement  by  implementing  terms,  conditions  and  changes 
which  were  never  discussed  nor  approved.  P.L.  104-310  ratifies  the 
provisions  for  evictions  commencing  New  Years'  Day,  the  continued 
violation  of  Navajo  religious  freedoms  for  those  families  who  submit  and 
stay,  the  violation  of  the  Navajo  families  5th  Amendment  rights  to  "Due 
Process  by  requiring  the  forfeiture  of  all  civil  and  sovereign  rights  by 
the  new  Navajo  tenants,  the  strict  limitations  on  the  size  of  the  Navajo 
families  and  the  size  of  their  herds,  and  many  other  cruel  conditions. 

(3)  The  Public  Law  provides  for  the  acquisition  of  new  Trust  Lands  by 
the  Hopi,  outside  of  the  Reservation  and  the  Partitioned  Lands,  through 
the  outright  purchase  of  additional  private  and  public  lands.  The  Hopi 
Tribe  will  be  given  $50.2  million  for  this  taking,  but  the  Act  stipulates 
that  the  New  Lands  are  only  to  be  used  for  ranching,  farming  and  other 
commercial  enterprises,  and  not  for  residential  settlement.  These  are 
activities  that  only  about  10  families  are  prepared  to  accomplish;  the 
vast  majority  of  the  Hopi  Indians  will  not  benefit  from  this  in  any  way. 

However,  this  receipt  of  monies  and  acquisition  of  lands  is  contingent 
upon  having  85%  of  the  Navajo  heads  of  households  sign  up  in  favor  of  the 
Accommodation  Agreement  or  filing  for  Relocation  Assistance  off  the 
reservation  somewhere.  This  is  a different  percentage  than  that 
designated  in  the  Accommodation  Agreement  itself,  and  would  violate  its 
Unitary  Clause  thus  terminating  the  Agreement.  But  the  large  sums  of 
money  and  acreages  of  lands  may  help  the  Hopi  overlook  this  point,  and 
other  similar  discrepancies. 

(4)  The  Hopi  Tribal  Council  may  choose  to  acquire  other  lands  without 
paying  for  them,  by  having  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  condemn  these 
lands,  regardless  of  circumstance  or  condition,  and  then  the  Federal 
Government  will  pay  the  State  of  Arizona  the  adjusted  market  value  of 
these  lands. 

(5)  The  first  payment  to  the  State  of  Arizona  is  already  being  arranged. 
The  sum  of  $250,000  will  be  appropriated  from  the  Dept,  of  the  Interior 
budget  of  Fiscal  Year  1998. 

(6)  P.L.  104-310  includes  an  Action  to  Quiet  Possession  of  the 
Partitioned  Lands  by  the  Hopi  so  that  the  Hopi  will  have  unrestricted 
title  to  the  millions  of  acres  of  HPL  by  February  1,  2000.  This  give  the 
U.S.  government  3 years  and  1 month  to  complete  the  removal  of  all 
eligible  Navajo  families  who  refuse  to  sign  the  Accommodation  Agreement 
and  choose  Relocation  instead. 

(7)  The  Act  extends  the  Leasing  Authority  of  the  Hopi  Tribe  to  75  years, 
the  length  of  the  Hopi  Residential  Homesite  Lease,  which  is  3 times  longer 
than  the  previous  term  of  25  years  established  for  all  Indian  tribes  by 
the  BIA  in  1955.  And,  of  course,  the  First  Amendment  says  nothing  about 
Religious  Freedom  having  a term  of  only  75  years. 

(8)  Clinton's  Act  reauthorizes  the  existence  of  the  Navajo-Hopi 
Relocation  Housing  Program  for  an  additional  3 years,  until  the  year  2000. 
This  has  already  become  the  largest,  most  costly,  and  most  scandalous 
Federal  Housing  Program  in  the  history  of  the  U.S.  They've  already  spent 
over  $400  million  to  provide  1,200  Navajo  with  houses  that  have  no  running 
water,  no  electricity,  no  driveways  or  paved  roads,  doors  that  won't  fit 
the  door  jams,  on  land  that  won't  support  any  herds  of  sheep  or  other 
livestock,  and  some  which  are  adjacent  to  the  Rio  Puerco  where  the  U.S. 
had  the  largest  uranium  tailings  spill  in  its  history,  the  Churchrock 
Spill.  And  worse,  more  than  7,000  Navajo  were  forced  off  the  mesa  without 
receiving  any  Relocation  Assistance  money  or  housing,  let  alone  counseling 
and  job  placement  as  was  promised  in  the  original  bill,  P.L.  93-531. 

(9)  Dust  before  the  vote  in  the  Senate,  on  September  26th,  Senator  Trent 
Lott  introduced  an  amendment  to  the  proposed  Act,  which  was  agreed  to 


without  objection  by  all  the  Senators  present.  This  amendment  became 
Section  12  of  the  Act  and  provided  that  the  Hopi  Tribe  would  only  have 
immediate  use  of  the  groundwater  and  well  water  on  any  of  the  New  Lands. 
The  federal  government  would  retain  the  rights  to  subsurface  sources  and 
surface  resources.  The  Hopi  Tribe  could  not  sell,  lease,  redistribute  use 
or  transport  the  water  in  any  way  and  could  only  redirect  it  to  areas 
within  the  same  river  basin  tributary  to  the  main  stream  of  the  Colorado 
River.  This  would  include  snow  melt  and  storm  runoff.  The  Hopi  Tribal 
Council  selfishly  agreed  to  this  without  thinking  about  the  impact  this 
could  have  for  other  tribes  who  are  increasing  their  Trust  Lands.  This 
creates  a terrible,  an  probably  unlawful,  precedent  where  the  U.S. 
government  misuses  their  plenary  power  to  further  deprive  the  tribes  of 
what  is  legitimately  theirs  as  sovereign  nations.  The  Winters  Doctrine  of 
Indian  Water  Rights,  upheld  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  for  over  100  years, 
has  now  been  deeply  violated  by  President  Clinton's  signature  on  P.L.  104- 
310. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  Clinton  recently  signed  an  Executive  Order  to 
Protect  American  Indian  Sacred  Sites,  that  he  signed  Amendments 
strengthening  the  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act  in  1994,  and  that 
he  signed  the  Religious  Freedom  Restoration  Act  in  1993,  Clinton  did  not 
hesitate  to  sign  P.L.  104-310  which  violates  all  of  these  earlier  statutes 
by  fencing  and  developing  commercial  enterprises  on  acknowledged  Navajo 
Sacred  Sites,  disrupting  traditional  burial  grounds  and  refusing  to  allow 
Navajo  burial  ceremonies  or  actual  burials  on  the  mesa,  destroying 
ceremonial  and  herb  gathering  sites,  and  abandoning  the  Federal  Trust 
Responsibility  to  protect  the  Navajo  elders  and  their  families  and  to 
guarantee  the  free  exercise  of  their  religious  rights. 

A new  era  of  hardship  for  the  Navajos  is  about  to  unfold.... 

After  2 decades  of  perpetual  hardship,  the  heroism,  courage  and 
exceptional  tenacity  of  the  Navajo  elders  and  their  640  families  still 
remaining  on  their  ancestral  lands  deserves  to  be  commended  and  rewarded. 
Since  there  is  no  more  Compelling  Interest  in  the  Manybeads  Case  than  the 
Federal  Trust  Responsibility  and  its  guarantee  of  unabridged  Religious 
Freedom.  These  Navajo  elders  deserve  to  immediately  receive  adequate 
housing  and  building  materials,  well  drilling  equipment  to  deepen  the 
wells  into  the  N-Aquifer  which  has  fallen  dramatically  due  to  Peabody's 
mining  operations  and  coal  slurry,  a medical  clinic,  an  end  to  the 
constant  confiscation  of  herds  and  livestock,  and  an  end  to  the  punishing 
harassment  by  government  officials.  This  would  not  require  any  additional 
federal  money  , since  millions  of  dollars  of  annual  budget  allotments  have 
been  held  in  escrow  by  the  tribe  and  the  BIA  until  the  legal  dispute  is 
resolved.  Since  1974,  the  Navajo  Tribe  has  withheld  financial  aid  and 
essential  services  which  all  of  their  other  Chapters  receive  regularly, 
pending  the  outcome  of  the  resistance  struggle. 

But  we  cannot  wait  for  the  federal  government  to  do  what  is  right.  We 
must  increase  our  material  aid  caravans,  our  educational  efforts  in  our 
communities,  the  media  coverage  by  local  and  national  press,  and  our 
lobbying  efforts  in  Congress  and  with  the  White  House.  As  for  witnesses 
on  the  land  for  the  eviction  deadline,  the  elders  request  that  this  be  by 
invitation  only.  Any  popular  mobilizations  must  extend  their  efforts  in 
their  regions  and  not  send  people  out  onto  the  land  during  this  harsh 
Winter. 

As  for  P.L.  104-310,  to  paraphrase  Andrew  lackson,  "President  Clinton 
has  rendered  his  decision,  now  let  him  enforce  it",  as  the  whole  world 
watches . 

* Ableza,  a Native  American  Arts  and  Film  Institute  * 

* 1279  Mildred  Ave.  (408)  267-4609  * 

* San  lose,  CA  95125  fax:  (408)  267-9609  * 

* David&Diane@ableza .org  http://www.ableza.org  * 

"RE : Open  Letter;  President  Clinton"  


Date:  16  Nov  1996  02:57:31  GMT 


From:  givers@badlands.NoDak.edu  (David  R.  Givers) 
Sub j : Open  Letter;  Pres  Clinton 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 
November  13,  1996 

President  William  Jefferson  Clinton 
The  White  House 
Washington  DC 

Dear  Mr.  President, 

Congratulations  on  your  reelection  to  a second  term  of  office.  You 
talked  frequently  in  your  campaign  on  building  bridges  to  the  21st 
Century.  You  talked  about  bringing  people  together,  about  making  sure 
that  everyone  moves  together  into  the  next  millennium. 

One  group  of  people  who  need  to  be  convinced  that  you  meant  what  you  said 
are  the  Native  Americans.  They  must  be  shown  through  your  deeds  and 
actions  that  you  are  building  bridges  to  include  Native  Americans.  The 
most  powerful  symbolic  act  you  can  take  is  to  free  Leonard  Peltier  from 
his  prison  sentence.  Granting  presidential  clemency  would  signal  that  a 
healing  spirit  is  moving  amongst  us. 

Soon  you  will  be  visited  by  Native  people  from  all  around  America  who 
will  be  asking  that  you  approve  Presidential  clemency.  There  will  be  no 
stronger  signal  to  the  people  of  the  First  Nations  than  a Presidential 
pardon  for  Mr.  Peltier.  This  will  be  a signal  that  the  majority  society 
wants  at  last  to  make  real  peace  and  friendship  with  the  descendants  of 
the  original  inhabitants  of  our  country. 

The  findings  of  the  clemency  review  board  favor  forgiveness  for  Mr. 
Peltier.  Please  accept  these  findings  and  release  Mr.  Peltier  this  month 
when  the  representatives  from  Pine  Ridge,  and  elsewhere,  come  to  our 
Capitol  and  ask  to  see  you.  Please  invite  them  into  the  White  House  as  a 
symbol  that  you  fully  intend  to  see  that  Native  Americans  cross  that 
bridge  of  hope  and  respect,  arm  in  arm  with  the  rest  of  us  Americans. 

I have  been  writing  letters  for  almost  20  years  trying  to  inform  elected 
officials  that  Mr.  Peltier  was  wrongfully  extradited  from  Canada  and  was 
wrongfully  convicted.  I am  as  certain  today  as  I was  20  years  ago,  when 
I sat  in  the  courtroom  hearing  U.S.  Prosecutor  Crooks  trying  to  cover  up 
the  perjured  testimony  of  FBI  ballistics  agent  Hodge's  false 
representation  of  the  weapon  used  by  Mr.  Peltier  as  the  the  AR-15  that 
killed  agents  Coler  and  Williams. 

After  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act  proved  that  Mr.  Peltier's  weapon  did 
not  fire  the  fatal  bullets,  Mr.  Crooks  has  since  admitted  in  Appeals 
Court  that  the  government  does  not  know  who  actually  killed  Agents  Coler 
and  Williams.  But  I can  still  hear  "Mr.  Peltier,"  "close  range," 
"brutally,"  and  "without  mercy"  as  clearly  as  the  day  they  were  uttered 
before  the  jury. 

Mr.  Peltier  is  said  to  be  in  serious  medical  condition  and  has  had  his 
access  to  his  own  medical  records  denied.  This  is  extreme  and 
unwarranted  pressure  by  the  prison  authorities  and  should  be  considered 
inhumane  treatment. 

Mr.  Peltier  needs  to  be  released  from  prison  immediately  so  he  can  go 
home  to  heal  and  be  healed.  Mr.  Peltier  needs  your  clemency  as  much  as 
the  Native  American  communities  need  to  have  their  confidence  and  trust 
rebuilt  from  actions  taken  by  the  majority  society.  In  doing  this 
healing  of  Mr.  Peltier,  the  bridge  that  you  promised  in  your  campaign 
will  become  real. 


Best  wishes  and  sincerely  yours. 


David  R.  Givers 

"RE : Delewares  Win  Round  One"  

Date:  Tue,  12  Nov  1996  18:23:28  -0600 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : DELAWARES  Win  Round  One  of  Separation  Fight 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  following  article  was  published  in  the  November  1996  issue  of  The 
CHEROKEE  OBSERVER. 

A recent  ruling  by  U.S.  District  Dudge  Charles  Richey  in  Washington,  D.C 
cleared  the  way  for  the  Delaware  Tribe  to  exercise  their  sovereignty. 

Richey  upheld  a September  decision  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior 
that  severed  the  130-year-old  relationship  between  the  Delawares  and  the 
Cherokee  Nation  [of  Oklahoma]. 

The  Cherokee  Nation  had  alleged  the  department  violated  the  Cherokee 
Constitution,  acts  of  Congress,  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decisions  and  its  own 
regulations  when  it  deemed  the  Delawares  a sovereign  tribe. 

Attorneys  for  the  Cherokee  nation  had  sought  a temporary  restraining 
order  and  preliminary  injunction  against  Interior  Department  officials. 

An  announcement  by  Cherokee  Nation  Press  Secretary,  Lisa  Finley, 
declared  that  Dudge  Richey  had  ordered  the  Interior  Department  to  stay  its 
September  1996  decision  granting  recognition  to  the  Delaware  Tribe  of 
Indians  pending  further  order  of  the  court. 

However,  attorney  for  the  Delawares,  Gina  Carrigan  of  Tulsa,  said, 
"They're  [Cherokee  attorneys]  confirming  something  that  did  not  occur.  She 
said  the  judge  instead  ordered  an  Oct.  15  hearing  on  the  case,  which  the 
Cherokee  nation  lost. 

With  millions  of  dollars  in  federal  aid  and  Cherokee  land  at  stake, 
Cherokee  Nation  officials  are  expected  to  appeal  the  decision  to  the  10th 
Circuit  Court  in  Denver. 

Carrigan  stated  that  the  Delaware  Tribe  has  not  been  told  one  or  the 
other  if  Cherokee  nation  intends  to  appeal. 

Reversing  a 1979  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  opinion  that  the  Delawares  did 
not  exist  as  a tribe,  except  as  Cherokees,  BIA  officials  say  the  Delawares 
will  not  be  eligible  for  federal  funding  until  the  1997-98  fiscal  year. 

The  Delawares  were  incorporated  into  the  Cherokee  Nation  following  the  U 
S.  Civil  War  through  an  1866  treaty  brought  the  Cherokee  Nation  back  into 
the  Union. 

The  Delaware  Tribe  has  a total  membership  of  around  10,500  and  are 
headquartered  in  Bartlesville. 

"RE;  Separation  Anxiety"  

Date:  Tue,  12  Nov  1996  18:43:25  -0600 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : Separation  Anxiety-November  Commentary  by  Dason  Terrell 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  following  commentary  was  published  in  the  November  1996  issue  of  The 
CHEROKEE  OBSERVER.  It  was  written  by  Observer  Foreign  Correspondent, 

Dason  R.  Terrell. 

SEPARATION  ANXIETY 

It  seems  that  division  is  in  the  air.  Several  months  back,  the  Loyal 
Band  of  Shawnee,  apparently  spurred  by  a refusal  of  the  Cherokee  Council 
to  support  a casino  in  Kansas,  started  making  noises  again  about 
separating  from  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

Now,  in  the  wake  of  legal  decisions  which  can  only  grow,  the  Delaware 
people  have  taken  concrete  steps  to  dissolve  their  100-year-plus  ties  with 


us,  as  well. 

What's  amazing  about  this  is  not  that  the  Delawares  or  Shawnees  want 
independence,  but  that  our  tribal  government  is  so  slow  in  dealing  with  it 

Seeking  a ruling  from  the  BIA  on  a letter  that  effectively  removed  their 
government-to-government  status  with  the  United  States,  the  Delawares  were 
granted  an  amazing  victory  when  Assistant  Secretary  Ada  Deer  retracted  the 
letter  of  May  24,  1979  and  thereby  restored  the  sovereign  relationship 
between  the  Delawares  and  the  United  States  government. 

As  a part  of  this  process,  a notice  was  placed  in  the  Federal  Register 
on  Dune  27,  1996  and  the  public  was  given  until  Duly  29  to  comment  on  the 
proposed  decision.  According  to  a BIA  press  release,  a copy  of  the 
proposed  decision  was  sent  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  on  Dune  21  inviting 
comments  on  the  decision. 

The  Nation  responded  in  a letter  stating  that  the  tribe  cannot  share 
it's  jurisdictional  land  base  and  that  the  Delaware  "concede  that  their 
actions  will  not  result  in  any  diminishment  of  the  Cherokee's  present 
funding,  its  service  area  or  jurisdictional  base,  then  separate 
recognition  would  be  agreeable  to  the  tribe."  No  problem  there.  They 
can't  have  our  land  or  money. 

Apparently  the  BIA  didn't  see  that  as  an  impediment  to  correcting  their 
error  of  1979  and  they  retracted  the  letter  anyway.  This  should  have  been 
the  end  of  the  story,  but  to  make  matters  worse,  the  Principal  Chief  has 
filed  an  injunction  to  stop  the  BIA's  action  from  taking  effect  until 
further  discussions  can  take  place  regarding  the  principals  of  separation. 

Ordinarily,  I'd  have  no  problem  with  this  action,  but  what  in  heaven's 
name  took  them  so  long?  The  Delawares  and  Shawnees  have  been  making  noise 
about  separating  from  the  tribe  from  some  time  now.  This  isn't  a new  idea 

According  to  the  history  of  the  current  Delaware-BIA  problem,  the 
Delawares  took  financial  pains  to  keep  their  independence  in  the  first 
place  when  some  ill  fated  bureaucratic  letter  unexpectedly  brought  their 
sovereignty  to  a screeching  halt.  Hey,  the  Delaware  have  only  been  with 
us  130  years  or  so,  why  is  this  idea  suddenly  a problem? 

Perhaps  the  administration  was  under  the  impression  that  the  Delawares 
would  never  have  a legal  leg  to  separate  on.  May  it  thought  this  would 
never  come  to  pass.  But  here  it  is  and  we're  not  prepared. 

The  discussion  that  the  tribe's  administration  wants  to  have  should've 
taken  place  a long  time  ago  and  inhibiting  the  inevitable  process  of 
Delaware  separation  won't  change  that. 

As  the  old  saying  goes,  "You  snooze,  you  lose"  and  we've  been  asleep  at 
the  wheel  since  1979,  apparently. 

Let's  discuss  the  details  of  separation,  but  as  two  separate  sovereign 
governments,  not  a couple  of  kids  arguing  on  the  playground. 

"RE : Chief's  Legal  Counsel  Defends  Racist"  

Date:  Tue,  12  Nov  1996  19:00:25  -0600 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : Chief's  Legal  Counsel  Defends  White  Racist 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  following  article  was  published  in  the  November  issue  of  The 
CHEROKEE  OBSERVER. 

CHIEF'S  LEGAL  COUNSEL  DEFENDS  WHITE  RACIST 

Members  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  were  recently  stunned  to  learn  that  the 
Cherokee  Nation's  General  Council,  Dames  Wilcoxen,  was  the  [private] 
attorney  representing  an  accused  white  racist,  who  was  recently  convicted 
in  federal  court  of  violating  the  civil  rights  of  three  black  men. 

Two  of  the  white  men  were  jailed  following  their  conviction  in  federal 
court  for  violating  the  civil  right  of  three  black  customers  at  a Fort 
Towson  bar  in  1994. 

Court  records  show  a third  defendant,  Dohn  Vandever,  23,  was  acquitted 
of  the  same  charges.  He  was  represented  by  Dames  Wolfe  of  Hugo. 

An  all-white  jury  took  only  seven  hours  to  convict  Gary  Woodlee,  28,  and 


his  cousin,  Dames  Woodlee,  29,  who  were  in  the  Muskogee  County  Hail  at 
press  time. 

The  Woodlees  and  Vandever  were  accused  of  interfering  with  a federally 
protected  activity  by  preventing  David  Carter,  Tim  Walker  and  Brock 
Lockhart  from  enjoying  the  use  of  a public  place  on  Dune  23,  1994. 

Defense  attorney.  Dames  Wilcoxen,  attempted  to  characterize  the  events 
leading  to  the  men's  arrests  as  "...typical  beer- joint  dispute  rather  than 
a crime  of  racial  hatred." 

Prosecutors  contend  the  three  white  men  used  racially  offensive  words  to 
threaten  and  intimidate  the  victims  before  chasing  them  and  shooting  at 
their  car  on  the  highway. 

Several  Cherokee  Nation  members  attended  the  proceedings  in  an  attempt 
to  ascertain  Wilcoxen' s stand  on  the  issue  of  white  racism.  "His  only 
concern  was  getting  his  client  off,"  said  one  observer.  "It's  a shame 
that  one  of  our  own  Cherokee  lawyers,  and  our  Chief's  [Doe  Byrd]  lawyer, 
would  allow  himself  to  be  used  in  such  a way." 

Several  tribal  members  and  Cherokee  groups  say  they  will  call  for 
Wilcoxen 's  resignation. 

Posted  by:  The  Cherokee  Observer 
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"RE : Innu  Opposition  to  Labrador  Smelter"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Nov  1996  17:09:20  -0330 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@ORION.YORKU.CA> 

Sub j : Innu  opposition  to  Labrador  Smelter/Refinery  Site 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

Statement  By  Daniel  Ashini,  Director  of  Innu  Rights  and  Environment  INNU 
OPPOSITION  TO  A LABRADOR  SMELTER/REFINERY  LOCATION 

As  everyone  here  knows,  there  has  been  a lot  of  talk  from  politicians, 
business  leaders  and  even  ordinary  people  about  the  best  location  to  build 
a smelter  and  refinery  to  process  the  Voisey's  Bay  ore.  I am  here  because 
there  has  been  too  much  talk-and  not  enough  thought-about  the  consequences 
of  a decision  to  build  and  operate  a smelter. 

I am  here  to  say  that  the  Innu  Nation  is  strongly  opposed  to  a smelter 
being  built  in  our  territory,  and  that  we  have  serious  concerns  about  the 
possibility  of  a smelter  being  built  and  operated  anywhere  in  Newfoundland 
or  Labrador. 

We  take  this  position  because  we  are  extremely  concerned  about  the 
impacts  that  a smelter  will  have  on  our  land,  our  rights  and  our  way  of 
life.  We  have  only  started  to  examine  this  issue,  but  what  we  have  learned 
about  smelters  and  their  effects  on  air  and  water  quality,  on  fish 
populations,  on  forests,  on  animals,  and  on  human  communities  and  human 
health  concerns  us  a great  deal.  Our  concerns  are  significant  enough  that 
I felt  it  necessary  to  come  to  St.  Dohn's  to  share  them  with  you.  We  have 
also  invited  Keith  Winterhalder,  an  expert  on  smelter  effects  and  a 
professor  at  Laurentian  University  in  Sudbury,  to  be  here  today  so  that  he 
might  contribute  some  of  his  expertise  to  this  discussion. 

A serious  debate  on  this  issue  is  long  overdue.  It  has  been  virtually 
absent  from  the  media  coverage.  I've  been  listening,  and  the  only  voices 
that  I have  heard  have  been  in  support  of  the  smelter.  I've  heard 
communities  fight  among  themselves  in  an  effort  to  promote  themselves  as 
the  best  location.  I've  heard  about  all  the  jobs  and  all  the  money  that  a 
smelter  would  bring  into  the  province.  But  no  one  seems  to  be  asking  the 
hard  questions  about  what  smelters  actually  are,  and  what  their  effects 
might  be.  This  news  conference,  and  the  public  panel  that  will  take  place 
this  evening,  provide  an  excellent  opportunity  for  some  of  these  questions 
to  be  asked.  I hope  that  the  members  of  the  media  and  the  public  who  are 
here  today  will  take  opportunity  to  do  some  critical  thinking-instead  of 


cheerleading-on  this  important  issue. 

I'd  now  like  to  share  some  of  the  Innu  Nation's  major  concerns  over  the 
possibility  of  a smelter  being  built  in  Labrador,  as  I'm  sure  that  Mr. 
Brokenshire  will  speak  to  the  Island  concerns.  I want  you  to  understand 
why  the  Innu  Nation  opposes  Labrador  location  for  the  smelter,  and  why  we 
have  concerns  about  one  being  built  at  all. 

Our  opposition  to  the  smelter  is  grounded  in  the  fact  that  despite  years 
of  negotiations,  and  despite  the  commitments  of  both  Canada  and 
Newfoundland  to  an  accelerated  process,  we  are  no  where  close  to  a land 
rights  settlement.  The  Innu  are  still  at  the  table,  but  while  we  attempt 
to  negotiate  a fair  and  just  settlement,  governments  continue  to  propose 
and  promote  developments  in  the  very  territory  that  is  supposedly  under 
discussion.  While  we  talk,  the  forestry  plans,  highway  projects,  mining 
developments  and  now,  smelter  proposals  continue  as  if  nothing  was 
happening.  This  is  unjust-and  it  has  to  stop.  The  Innu  have  rights-and  one 
of  the  most  fundamental  rights  is  the  right  to  self-determination.  That 
right  has  already  been  violated  by  Churchill  Falls,  by  low-level  flying, 
by  Voisey's  Bay-and  it  continues  with  every  new  development  proposal.  How 
can  we  determine  our  own  future  when  the  land-which  is  the  very  basis  of 
our  survival  as  a distinct  people-is  being  irrevocably  changed  without  our 
consent? 

But  if  a smelter  refinery  complex  was  actually  built  in  Labrador,  it 
would  create  a whole  range  of  unacceptable  effects.  Professor  Winterhalder 
will  speak  in  more  detail-and  with  more  authority-on  the  environmental 
effects  of  smelters,  but  I will  give  you  the  Innu  perspective. 

We  know  that  smelters  are  one  of  the  major  sources  of  air  pollution,  and 
that  they  release  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tonnes  of  sulphur  dioxide  into 
the  atmosphere  every  year.  Sulphur  dioxide  emissions  are  the  major  cause 
of  acid  rain,  which  is  a global  environmental  problem  that  has  devastated 
forests,  lakes  and  streams  around  the  world.  We  know  that  in  Ontario,  more 
than  36,000  lakes  have  been  acidified.  Thirteen  rivers  in  Nova  Scotia, 
which  used  to  be  plentiful  with  salmon,  have  such  high  acid  levels  that 
they  can  no  longer  support  these  fish.  Thankfully,  the  lakes  and  rivers  in 
our  territory  have  not  been  significantly  affected  by  acid  rain,  but  we 
are  worried  that  this  would  change  if  a smelter  was  built  in  or  near  our 
territory.  We  also  know  that  many  lichens  and  many  species  of  plants  in 
our  forests  are  extremely  sensitive  to  acids,  and  we  fear  that  impacts  on 
the  foundations  of  our  ecosystem  could  create  significant  problems  for 
animals  like  the  caribou,  which  require  large  undisturbed  areas  in  order 
to  survive.  We  know  that  acids  leach  heavy  metals  from  the  soil,  and  over 
time  the  levels  of  these  contaminants  can  accumulate  in  the  animals  that 
we  depend  on.  These  are  only  some  of  our  concerns.  It  is  hard  to  predict 
at  this  time  what  the  actual  effects  of  a smelter  would  be,  but  these  are 
some  of  the  things  that  have  happened  in  other  places,  and  as  Innu  people, 
we  believe  that  it  is  important  to  learn  what  we  can  from  the  experience 
of  other  peoples  and  places. 

But  even  if  the  smelter  was  built  and  operated  with  every  possible 
environmental  safeguard,  we  would  still  have  to  deal  with  a new  wave  of 
settlement  into  our  territory.  Thousands  of  new  settlers  would  join  the 
thousands  who  are  already  here,  and  add  their  voices  to  the  cry  for  more 
development  in  our  territory.  New  infrastructure  would  be  developed.  New 
hydroelectric  developments-such  as  the  lower  Churchill-would  become  a 
reality.  More  roads  would  be  built,  which  would  mean  more  cabins,  more 
hunting  pressure  and  even  less  room  for  the  Innu  on  our  own  land.  With  the 
larger  settler  presence,  the  chances  of  the  Innu  achieving  a fair  and  just 
land  rights  settlement  would  become  even  more  remote. 

I would  also  like  to  address  a note  of  caution  to  the  chorus  of  voices 
that  is  calling  for  the  smelter  because  they  think  it  will  bring  them  jobs. 
I don't  claim  to  know  much  about  smelters,  or  the  work  that  is  done  in 
them,  but  I do  know  that  it  is  usually  quite  technical,  and  that  the 
company  will  need  a large  and  highly  skilled  workforce.  Whatever  location 
they  choose,  it  is  very  clear  that  local  people  will  have  to  compete  for 
jobs.  I know  for  a fact  that  even  if  there  were  Innu  people  who  were 
looking  for  this  type  of  work,  it  is  highly  unlikely  that  they  would 
qualify.  Even  if  they  did,  they  would  be  entering  a potentially  dangerous 


and  unhealthy  workplace  environment.  A 1995  McMaster  University  study  of 
cancer  incidence  among  66,000  Ontario  nickel  workers  found  a higher  level 
of  cancer  among  nickel  miners  and  smelter  workers  than  the  rest  of  the 
population . 

There  is  much  more  that  I could  say,  but  I would  like  to  conclude  by 
restating  the  Innu  Nation's  opposition  to  a Labrador  smelter/refinery 
facility.  The  Innu  are  not  simply  saying  'Not  in  Our  Backyard ' -but  we  are 
also  asking  whether  building  such  a project  anywhere  in  Newfoundland  or 
Labrador  makes  sense.  No  one  else  seems  to  be  asking  these  questions.  We 
are  concerned  about  protecting  our  environment  and  our  way  of  life.  And 
I'm  confident  that  once  people  start  asking  the  questions  we  are  about 
this  project,  they  will  start  to  look  beyond  the  simple  economics  of  the 
proposal  and  start  thinking  about  the  land. 

We  must  all  remember  that  global  economies  have  global  consequences.  We 
must  remember  that  the  decisions  that  we  make  affect  not  only  our 
communities  today,  but  our  children  and  their  children  tomorrow.  Long 
after  Voisey's  Bay  has  come  and  gone,  the  Innu  will  still  be  here.  When  we 
make  our  decisions,  we  have  to  consider  not  only  the  effects  of  projects 
like  a mine  or  a smelter  on  our  land,  but  our  responsibility  to  the  whole 
Earth.  Activities  like  smelting  are  not  local,  but  global.  Dust  as  the  ore 
that  is  taken  from  our  land  becomes  part  of  a global  economy,  the 
environmental  consequences  of  smelter  operations  become  part  of  a global 
environmental  problem.  We  all  have  to  take  these  consequences  into 
consideration.  I hope  that  we  will  make  good  decisions. 

Thank  you. 


- "RE:  Netherlands  Debate  on  Innu"  

Date:  Wed,  13  Nov  1996  09:10:07  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@ORION.YORKU.CA> 

Sub j : Netherlands  parliamentary  debate  on  Innu,  low-flying 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

From:  Foundation  Innu  Support  Group 

coordinator  Govert  de  Groot 

PO  Box  13670 

2501  ER  The  Hague 

The  Netherlands 

ph:  + 31  70  3888553 

fax:  + 31  70  3887900 

e-mail:  innusuppnl@gn.apc.org 

The  Hague,  November  13,  1996 

During  the  parliamental  debate  of  November  12,  1996  on  the  budget 
for  1997  of  the  Netherlands  Ministry  of  Defence,  the  following 
was  said  regarding  the  Dutch  low-level  flights  above  the  Innu  in 
Canada  (transcript  and  translation  by  Innu  Support  Group,  the 
Netherlands) : 

11.30  pm:  Mrs.  Leoni  Sipkes  (Green-Left): 

"...One  question  I forgot  to  ask.  Repeatedly,  we  were  promised 
that,  pertaining  to  low-level  flying,  nothing  irreversible  would 
happen.  I am  wondering  when  we  can  expect  to  see  the  new  treaty. 

I thought  the  plan  was  to  start  doing  extra  low-level  flying  in 
Danuary.  Could  you  please  respond  to  that?  Is  the  treaty  available 
yet  ? " 

Mrs  A.M.A.  van  Ardenne-van  der  Hoeven  (Christian  Democrats): 
"Chairman,  I would  like  to  ask  Mrs.  Sipkes  the  following:  I don't 
understand  your  first  question.  It  was  not  directed  to  me,  but  to 
the  minister,  on  low-level  flying.  Nothing  irreversible . I can 
not  recall  that  such  a statement  has  been  made.  Maybe  you  can 
explain  what  you  meant  to  say?" 

Mrs.  Sipkes: 

"Of  course.  I believe  that  even...  the  last  time  was  during  the 
general  parliamentary  deliberations  before  the  holidays,  the 


general  deliberations  on  the  subject  of  low-level  flying. 

My  point  is  that  is  was  agreed  that  the  Parlement  would  be  enabled 
to  discuss  this  treaty  before  it  is  put  into  effect.  Mr 
Hoekema  (D66=Progressive  Liberals)  is  nodding.  Please  forgive  me 
for  not 

Mrs.  Ardenne: 

"You  are  talking  about  extension  of  the  current  treaty." 

Mrs.  Sipkes: 

"Yes...  We  have  had  the  Memorandum  of  Understanding  and  we  still 
need  to  receive  the  treaty.  And  before  extension  is  put  into 
practice,  we  were  assured  - I believe  it  was  in  the  general 
deliberations  of  May  or  Dune  - that  we,  as  Parliament,  would  be 
allowed  to  discuss  this.  So  what  I hope,  is  to  be  able  to  see  this 
treaty:  nothing  more,  nothing  less." 

Mr.  Dan  Hoekema  (D66): 

"I  want  to  support  Mrs.  Sipkes.  It  has  been  promised  that  we 
would  discuss  the  bilateral  treaty  between  the  Netherlands  and 
Canada  in  December  this  year.  Mrs.  Sipkes  is  totally  justified  to 
request  this." 

Mrs.  Ardenne: 

"I  agree,  but  in  the  mean  time,  the  decision  to  continue  with  the 
flying  has  been  taken.  That  we  would  take  a look  at  the  text,  has 
indeed  been  agreed.  I believe  that  will  be  at  the  end  of  this 
year.  December,  approximately.  But  the  decision  to  continue  with 
the  flying  has  been  taken  by  Parliament  and  government." 

Mrs.  Sipkes: 

"All  right,  chairman..." 

Undersecretary  of  Defence  Gmelich  Meijling  answers  at  11.59  pm: 

"...First,  on  the  issue  of  low-level  flying  in  Canada.  Mrs.  Sipkes 
asked  about  low-level  flying  in  Canada.  The  Parliament  will 
receive  the  bilateral  treaty  as  soon  as  possible.  We  will  get... 
you  know,  there  is  a MOU  and  a bilateral  treaty.  That  will  probably 
happen  by  the  end  of  December.  Why?  Because  negotiations  with 
Canada,  due  to  all  kind  of  technical  reasons,  on  which  I don't 
know  the  details,  are  taking  longer  than  expected.  But  you  will 
be  asked  to  endorse  the  treaty.  I have  indeed,  mr.  Hoekema  has 
called  my  attention  to  that,  agreed  to  do  so  in  the  deliberations 
with  the  Parliamentary  Commission  on  Defence  and  during  the  plenary 
debate  in  parliament  in  February.  So  we  can  speak  about  that 
together.  It  is  my  expectation  that  will  take  place  some  time  in 
Danuary . 


"RE : Protecting  Heritage  and  Cultures"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Nov  1996  16:27:32  -0600 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : protecting  and  promoting  heritage  and  cultures 

UUCP  email 

Aaniin  and  O'siyo  Friends, 

Last  week  Bernard  spoke  to  the  indian  studies  class  at  the  Cass  Lake-Bena 
High  School  about  the  Nee  Mee  Poo  (Nez  Perce)  name  and  warrior  blanket 
that  he  received  in  Dune  at  the  'Chief  Doseph  and  Warriors  Celebration'  in 
Lapwai  on  the  Nee  Mee  Poo  nation. 

The  celebration  at  Lapwai  included  a ceremony  for  the  return  of  the 
Spaulding-Alien  Collection  that  had  been  held  in  bondage  by  the  Ohio 
Historical  Society.  (The  purchase  of  this  collection  was  the  subject  of  an 
internet  Indian  art  auction.)  The  Nez  Perce  have  been  criticized  for 
spending  the  money  to  pay  the  ransom  for  the  artifacts.  Many  said  the 
money  would  have  been  better  spent  on  clinics,  education,  etc. 

For  the  ceremony,  a descendent  of  the  Reverend  Spaulding  and  the  curator 
of  the  Nez  Perce  Museum  at  Spalding,  Idaho  symbolically  returned  the 
moccasins  and  the  cradleboard  to  Nee  Mee  Poo  elders  --  the  rightful 


custodians  of  the  Nee  Mee  Poo  heritage.  After  the  ceremony  the  emcee, 

Otis  Halfmoon  gave  a short  talk  in  which  he  said,  "Indian  people  are  still 
here.  We  are  not  going  away,  and  it  is  time  that  the  newcomers  to  this 
country,  paid  proper  respect  to  the  elder  status  of  the  first  nations." 

When  Bernard  talked  with  students  in  the  Indian  studies  class,  he  talked 
about  the  validity  of  oral  histories.  And  he  talked  about  the  sadness  in 
his  heart  that  the  Sacred  ground  at  Battle  Point  here  on  the  Leech  Lake  Rez 
is  to  be  desecrated  in  the  name  of  'education. ' the  RBC  and  (highly  paid) 
tribal  historian,  with  the  guidance  of  non-Indian  advisors,  have  entered 
into  a partnership  with  the  Cass  Lake-Bena  School  district  to  build  a 
multi-million  $$  interpretive  center  at  Battle  Point.  As  part  of  this 
agreement,  the  site  itself  will  be  leased  to  the  school  district.  The 
battle  at  Battle  Point  was  fought  when  the  state  tried  to  take  jurisdiction 
over  Indian  people  on  Indian  land. 

The  Cass  Lake-Bena  School  District  has  been  found  guilty  by  the  feds  of 
discriminating  against  Indian  students  in  the  way  that  they  teach  English. 
There  are  other  allegations  of  discrimination  pending  against  the  district. 

So  they  are  under  the  gun  (so  to  speak)  to  make  changes.  However,  these 
changes  are  slow  to  happen  and,  many  times,  turn  out  to  be  superficial 
changes  that  only  look  good  on  the  documents  submitted  to  the  feds. 

I posted  the  story  of  'Quay  Ke  Gwon  Ay  Beak  Way, ' Ogema  Equay 
(female  chief)  of  the  Leech  Lake  Band.  This  story  was  made  available  to 
the  school  district  in  1994.  It  still  has  not  been  added  to  the  history 
curriculum  except  as  an  anecdote  in  the  high  school  electives  --  Indian 
studies  and  Anishinaabe  studies.  The  school  district,  also,  still  teaches 
that  Sequoyah  was  the  half-breed  grandson  of  the  king  of  the  Cherokees. 

A small  group  of  traditionals  on  this  rez  have  taken  it  upon  ourselves  to 
're-educate'  the  educators  of  our  children  and  grandchildren.  Most 
recently  Bernard  and  I challenged  the  7th  grade  social  studies  curriculum 
and  its  textbook  'Two  Centuries  of  Progress. ' We  have  a grandson  in  that 
class  this  year.  As  a part  of  this  challenge  we  have  been  providing  the 
school  with  more  accurate  and  less  ethnocentric  materials  for  teaching 
american  history  and  social  studies. 

It  is  our  intention  to  become  an  integral  part  of  the  redesign  of  the 
school's  curriculum.  There  is  a non-Indian  teacher,  a fine  and  devoted 
educator  who  has  been  designing  a culturally  (Anishinaabe)  sensitive 
curriculum,  but  we  feel  that  Indian  people  are  more  qualified  to  protect 
and  promote  the  true  heritage  and  cultures  of  Indian  nations. 

We  are  seeking  your  assistance  to  help  augment  these  classes  with  true 
histories  of  your  nations.  For  instance,  right  now  the  7th  grade  social 
studies  class  is  studying  the  American  Revolution  (1750-1790)  --  the  only 
mention  of  'Indians'  in  the  chapter  is  the  wannabees  who  dumped  the  tea  in 
Boston  Harbor.  From  the  viewpoint  of  your  own  people,  what  is  being  left 
out? 

We  hope  that  if  you  run  across  any  materials  that  will  help  us  in  this 
project  that  you  will  share  them  with  us  and  perhaps  with  the  group. 

Mii  Gwetch  and  Wa  do, 

Bernard  and  Feather 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Bernard  1.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : Historic  Agreements  Signed"  

Date:  96/11/15  21:07 

From:  Suzan  Horovitch  (a.horovitch@genie.com) 

Sub j : Historic  Agreements  signed  by  Canada,  Saskatchewan  and  Federation 
of  Saskatchewan  Indian  Nations 

genie  email 


The  government  of  Canada  signed  on  Oct.  31,  1996  a memorandum  of 
Agreement  with  the  Federation  of  Saskatchewan  Indian  Nations  to  re 


establish  the  Office  of  the  Treaty  Commissioner  as  an  independent 
entity  with  a new  mandate  and  a structure  to  facilitate  self 
government  negotiations  and  to  assist  with  exploratory  discussions 
on  Treaty  issues. 

A Protocol  Agreement  was  also  signed  by  representatives  from 
the  Gov.  of  Canada,  the  Gov.  of  Saskatchewan  and  the  Federation  of 
Saskatchewan  Indian  Nations.  The  Protocol  Agreement  establishes  a 
common  tables  for  the  discussion  of  issues  of  mutual  concern, 
including  ways  to  identify  and  facilitate  processes  to  negotiate 
and  implement  Aboriginal  self-government. 

Department  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development  (DIAND) 

Minister  Ronald  Irwin,  Saskatchewan's  Minister  of  Indian  and  Metis 
Affairs  Joanne  Crofford  and  Federation  of  Saskatchewan  Indian 
Nations  (FSIN)  Chief  Blaine  Favel  participated  in  the  official 
signing  ceremony.  The  signing  ceremony  marked  the  beginning  of  many 
events  planned  for  the  50th  anniversary  celebrations  of  the  FSIN 
during  Oct.  31  - Nov.  3,  1996. 

Chief  Blaine  Favel  expressed  the  commitment  of  the  chiefs  of 
Saskatchewan  to  the  renewed  treaty  process.  He  stated,  " First 
Nations  treaties  with  the  Crown  are  sacred  agreements  which  will 
continue  forever.  We  have  always  seen  our  treaties  as  a two  way 
street.  Although  the  people  of  Canada  and  of  the  province  have 
become  wealthy  from  their  side  of  the  treaty,  the  First  Nations 
have  yet  to  realize  the  benefits  that  are  owed  to  them.  The  Crown 
accepted  obligations  as  did  our  ancestors.  The  problems  has  been 
making  the  Government  live  up  to  its  commitment  and  act  honourable 
on  treaty  implementation." 

He  further  comments,  " This  is  only  a beginning  of  a long  but 
important  process  for  Saskatchewan  and  Canada.  The  Office  of  the 
Treaty  commissioner  can  help  bring  us  together  and  build  our  mutual 
respect  and  relationship  for  the  next  century.  It  is  especially 
symbolic  for  us  to  make  this  announcement  on  the  50th  anniversary 
of  the  FSIN  because  this  has  been  the  focus  of  our  organization 
since  the  outset  - respect  for  our  treaties." 

Quoted  from  DIAND  News  release. 

"RE : Guinea  Pigs"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Nov  1996  21:30:58  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Guinea  Pigs 

UUCP  email 

For  too  long  Indian  people  have  been  the  Guinea  Pigs  for  society,  that  is 
to  say,  Indian  people  have  been  studied  to  no  end. 

Scientific  research  has  been  a tool  utilized  to  dig  up  our  people,  so 
that  a society  would  have  an  understanding  of  how  a people  lived,  what 
they  ate,  what  they  wore  and  for  the  most  part,  our  people  were  often 
tagged  as  prehistoric,  when  in  fact,  they  were  not. 

The  changing  times  has  brought  about  change  in  the  Indian  world,  a 
change  that  has  often  caused  major  problems  in  Indian  Country,  problems 
brought  forth  which  were  only  discovered  to  have  been  introduced  to  suffer 
the  people  more  than  what  history  has  already  told. 

Guinea  Pigs,  used  by  a society  to  determine  if  in  fact  a people  had  a 
culture,  tradition  or  heritage.  Judging  our  character  for  their  own 
benefit,  often  for  monetary  gain,  if  not  for  self -gain. 

The  jocularity  of  the  minds  of  people  is  never  ending,  it  produces  an 
avenue  of  suppressed  morals,  by  virtue  of  wanting  to  be  something  that  is 
only  of  self-interest,  but  the  out  come  becomes  a trail  of  sadness, 
because  the  values  of  reality  are  not  sustained  in  any  unique  form. 

Voices  cry  out  from  across  the  land,  yearning  to  be  heard,  yearning  to 
be  identified,  "I  am  Indian!",  and  yet  it  is  for  a brief  moment  that 
someone  listens  and  ask  only  that  it  be  a relevant  factor,  so  that  a 


matter  of  unity  can  be  understood  so  that  a people  can  move  on  with 
various  debates,  concerns  and  interest. 

The  culture,  tradition,  heritage  and  a people,  have  all  but  been  torn 
down  and  apart,  a lack  of  understanding,  a need  to  study  a people,  a need 
to  justify  death  and  everyone  wants  to  be  Indian,  but  refuses  to  accept  a 
past  that  needs  to  be  told  in  an  accurate  manner,  by  a people  who  have 
grown  tired  of  being  societies  guinea  pigs. 

We  look  to  the  future  for  a bright  and  better  life  for  our  people, 
hoping  that  somewhere  we  can  bring  a form  of  justice  that  will  be 
understood  about  our  concerns  and  interest,  and  a people  declare,  "Yes,  I 
will  help!",  "I  will  do  what  I can  to  make  Indian  issues  understood!",  and 
if  you  ask  when,  you  are  often  told,  "Not  right  now,  I'm  too  busy,  I don't 
have  the  time,  but  it  will  get  done",  and  the  past  haunts  our  people  in 
their  endeavors. 

We  have  heard  time  and  time  again,  "be  patient  Indian",  but  how  long 
must  we  continue  to  wait,  how  long  must  we  continue  to  watch  as  a people 
make  a mockery  of  our  elder's,  our  ceremonies,  our  medicine  people,  and  all 
the  while,  the  government  is  stealing  away  the  last  of  our  land  and  treaty 
rights . 

Day  in  day  out,  infringement  upon  freedoms,  rights  and  a people  declare 
on  a regular  basis  their  need  to  be  Indian,  only  the  cause  lies  in  a dark 
alley  suppressed  by  Corporate  America  and  the  elite  advocate  socialist 
lies  that  betrays  justice. 

Where  is  tomorrow,  but  in  the  past  of  yesterday,  and  effigies  sustain 
morals  that  advocate  white  supremacy  from  a people  hiding  behind  false 
masks,  calling  life  death  and  death  life. 

When  will  justice  be  a relevant  factor  when  clowns  from  a dying  circus 
impose  upon  a people  a deceit  and  centuries  of  lies  wallow  in  the  minds  of 
truth? 

504  years  of  death,  as  Indian  people  we  live  under  the  guise  of  our 
ancestor's  whose  truth  came  from  the  medicine  of  their  heart  and  the 
children's  future  is  torn  by  false  propaganda,  and  society  claims  it's  the 
fault  of  the  government  and  the  curtain  of  socialism  rises  ever  so  high, 
drawn  up  by  corporate  America  and  so  what  if  there  is  activity  by  Anti- 
Indian  groups  or  New  Age  activist? 

Tomorrow,  the  heart  lies  in  mourning,  and  the  shadows  of  life  will 
awaken  and  those  who  are  but  real,  will  know  the  answer  of  times  gone  and 
those  who  only  profess  to  understand  will  be  alone,  so  alone  that  their 
cry  will  echo  upon  deaf  ears  and  the  ceremonial  medicine  will  be  a power 
of  yesterdays  life  and  a people  will  live,  and  they  shall  be  of  the  same... 

— "RE:  Canadian  Government  Attacks  NA  Activists"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Oct  1996  18:33:55  -0700 
From:  Brian  Hauk  <bghauk@infomatch . com> 

Sub j : Protests  Challenge  Government  Assault  On  Native  Rights  Activists 

UUCP  email  [Editorial  Note:  This  is  NOT  current  news.  It  is  included 

to  remind  us  we  MUST  NOT  forget  our  warriors  of  today.  Like 
Leonard  Peltier,  the  defenders  of  Ipperwash,  must  not  be 
allowed  to  fade  from  memory.] 

#35:Can.  gov't  attacks  Native  activ 

from  the  Militant,  vol. 59/no. 35  September  25,  1995 

BY  AHMAD  HAGHIGHAT  AND  STEVE  PENNER 

IPPERWASH,  Ontario  - The  September  6 killing  of  Native  protester  Anthony 
George  by  Ontario  Provincial  Police  (OPP)  here,  and  the  September  11  armed 
assault  by  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  (RCMP)  on  Native  protesters 
at  Gustafsen  Lake  in  British  Columbia  that  left  at  least  one  wounded, 
represent  a major  escalation  of  the  attacks  on  Native  people  by  this 
country's  capitalist  rulers  and  their  police  agencies. 

The  OPP  assault  on  a group  of  unarmed  Native  rights  activists  also 
seriously  wounded  16-year-old  Nicolas  George.  Bernard  George,  who  was 
savagely  beaten  by  police,  had  to  be  hospitalized. 


Hundreds  of  OPP  and  RCMP  cops  armed  with  assault  rifles,  stun  grenades, 
and  other  weapons  surrounded  Native  protesters  at  the  two  occupations.  At 
Gustafsen  Lake,  the  Canadian  army  drove  the  RCMP  in  armored  personnel 
carriers.  The  provincial  governments,  with  the  complete  backing  of  Ottawa, 
have  both  threatened  further  police  action  against  the  protesters  who  they 
characterize  as  "lawless  criminals." 

Native  rights  fighters  across  the  country  have  begun  to  mobilize  against 
the  government's  attacks.  Over  1,000  Native  people  from  across  Ontario, 
from  other  provinces,  and  from  the  United  States  attended  the  September  11 
funeral  of  Anthony  George  to  express  their  solidarity.  Demonstrations 
protesting  the  cop  attacks  were  held  in  a number  of  cities  including 
Toronto,  Montreal,  Vancouver,  and  Ottawa.  A round  the  clock  vigil 
numbering  up  to  100  people  at  any  one  time  is  being  held  at  Queen's  Park 
in  Toronto  at  the  Ontario  provincial  legislature. 

Anthony  George,  38,  and  other  Native  rights  activists  began  an 
occupation  of  907  hectares  of  the  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  on  September  4, 
Labor  Day,  after  the  park  had  been  closed  for  the  season.  They  demanded 
that  the  Ontario  government  return  the  land  which  it  had  taken  over  in 
1942.  They  consider  it  a sacred  Native  burial  site. 

The  park  sits  next  to  the  Ipperwash  Military  Reserve,  about  25  miles 
east  of  Sarnia  on  the  shores  of  lake  Huron.  On  Duly  29,  Native  activists 
took  over  the  main  buildings  on  the  base.  Natives  have  been  fighting  the 
Canadian  government  for  over  50  years  over  return  of  the  land,  which  was 
taken  from  them  in  1942  under  the  War  Measures  Act. 

The  provincial  cops  tried  to  justify  the  cold-blooded  murder  of  George 
by  claiming  that  the  "occupants...  of  two  vehicles  fired  on  police 
officers  and  subsequently  police  returned  fire." 

Expressing  skepticism  of  the  government's  story,  the  Toronto  Star 
pointed  out,  "OPP  Chief  Superintend  Chris  Coles  has  refused  to  say  how 
many  shots  were  fired  at  police,  nor  have  the  OPP  shown  any  weapons  that 
they  say  were  used  in  the  shooting,  or  any  damage  caused  by  the  alleged 
shooting  by  Chippewa." 

"Our  people  had  no  weapons,"  Steve  Wolfe,  a Kettle  and  Stony  Point  First 
Nation  band  councilor  told  the  Militant.  "They  only  had  sticks  and  stones 
to  defend  themselves  against  the  cop  attack." 

"One  of  our  band  councilors  (Bernard  George)  was  beaten  even  before  they 
started  shooting,"  said  Wolfe.  The  cops  knocked  him  to  the  ground,  kicked 
and  beat  him  while  calling  him  a dog  and  a savage.  He  was  hospitalized  for 
three  days. 

Wolfe  also  explained  that  the  cops  had  called  in  ambulances  just  before 
they  launched  their  attack.  They  refused  to  use  the  ambulances,  however, 
to  transport  the  wounded  for  medical  care  after  the  shooting.  Anthony 
George's  sister  Carolyn  had  to  take  him  to  the  hospital  by  car."  The  OPP 
wouldn't  even  help  me  lift  him,"  she  explained.  She  believes  he  might  have 
survived  his  wounds  had  the  police  provided  aid. 

On  arriving  at  Strathroy  Hospital,  Carolyn  George  and  another  woman  were 
jumped  on  by  police,  pushed  to  the  ground,  handcuffed  and  arrested  on 
charges  of  the  attempted  murder  of  her  brother.  They  were  released  from 
jail  only  after  doctors  confirmed  that  the  bullet  that  killed  her  brother 
came  from  a police  rifle. 

Ontario  gov't  refuses  to  negotiate 

Following  the  shootings,  Ontario  Conservative  premier  Mike  Harris, 
rejected  the  demand  of  Ovide  Mercredi,  head  of  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations,  that  the  government  negotiate  with  the  Native  protesters 
occupying  the  park.  The  federal  government  has  taken  the  same  position 
against  those  occupying  the  military  base. 

Harris  labeled  the  Native  protest  an  "illegal  occupation"  and  a 
"criminal  matter  for  the  police." 

Harris's  racist  attitude  towards  native  people  is  well  known.  In  1994, 
before  he  became  premier  in  last  Dune's  provincial  election  he  stated  that 
"too  many  [Natives]  spend  all  their  time  on  courts  and  lawyers  and  they 
just  stay  home  and  do  nothing." 

Harris  has  stated  he  won't  talk  to  any  of  the  Native  people  until  the 
occupation  is  ended.  Mercredi  accused  him  of  wanting  to  negotiate  "out  of 
the  barrel  of  a gun." 


Contrary  to  the  impression  given  by  the  capitalist  media  that  non-Native 
residents  don't  support  the  protests,  a peace  march  was  called  for 
September  11.  At  the  request  of  the  George  family  it  was  postponed  until 
after  the  funeral. 

Scott  Ewart,  one  of  the  peace  march  organizers,  explained  that  the  rally 
would  have  laid  the  responsibility  for  the  confrontation  on  Ottawa.  "They 
had  50  years  to  solve  this  problem.  What  we  see  today  is  the  result  of  50 
years  of  frustration."  While  a number  of  non-Native  residents  explained  to 
Militant  reporters  their  support  for  the  OPP  actions  others  expressed 
their  anger  at  the  massive  police  presence  in  the  area. 

Following  the  cop  assault  at  Gustafsen  Lake  in  British  Columbia,  the 
RCMP  claimed  they  were  only  returning  fire  after  being  attacked  by  three 
Native  protesters  in  a truck.  However,  there  is  no  evidence  that  this  is 
what  happened.  The  Natives  explained  that  their  truck  was  disabled  by  a 
land  mine  as  they  attempted  to  break  the  tight  police  siege  of  the 
occupation  in  order  to  get  fresh  water.  As  police  using  armored  personnel 
carriers  opened  fire,  the  truck  burst  into  flame  and  the  protesters  fled 
into  the  woods. 

The  day  after  the  killing  of  George  at  Ipperwash,  British  Columbia 
premier  Mike  Harcourt  called  on  the  protesters  at  Gustafsen  Lake  to 
"surrender"  and  warned  that  if  they  didn't  their  protest  could  end  in  a 
"tragedy"  like  the  death  of  Anthony  George  at  Ipperwash. 

Ahmad  Haghighat  is  a member  of  Local  1295  of  the  International 
Association  of  Machinists.  Steve  Penner  is  a member  of  Local  5336  of  the 
United  Steelworkers  of  America. 

To  get  an  introductory  12-week  subscription  to  the  Militant  in  the 
U.S.,  send  $10  US  to:  The  Militant,  410  West  Street,  New  York,  NY  10014. 

For  subscription  rates  to  other  countries,  send  e-mail  to 
themilitant@igc.apc.org  or  write  to  the  above  address. 

"RE : Decline  at  IAIA"  --- - 

Date:  5:39  AM  Nov  13,  1996 
From:  wasicuwin@aol.com 
Sub j : The  decline  at  IAIA 

Newsgroup:  igc . indig. education 

"Get  new  couches  and  vacuum  the  carpet"  was  the  scrawled  note  in  the 
suggestion  book  in  the  library  at  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  Art.  This 
comment  was  indicative  of  the  situation  I encountered  on  a recent  visit  to 
this  once  renowned  institution. 

The  IAIA  has,  in  the  past,  been  one  of  the  finest  art  schools  in  the  world. 
Many  of  its  alumni  and  teachers  have  demonstrated,  again  and  again  that 
Native  American  art  is  not  purely  crafts  but  often  fine  art,  as  much  as  any 
in  the  Louvre  or  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art.  Courses  in  film  and  creative 
writing  introduced  many  Native  youth  to  possible  careers  in  that  phase  of 
the  arts. 

The  school  I recently  visited  was  barely  a shadow  of  what  it  has  been  in 
the  past.  Although  the  new  school  administration  has  been  criticised  by  the 
press  throughout  "Indian  Country,"  seeing  is  believing  and  I was  appalled  by 
what  I saw. 

IAIA  remains  situated  like  a step-child  in  the  modular  units  on  the  campus 
of  the  University  of  Santa  Fe.  Although  the  students  are  permitted  to  use 
the  University  library  they  have  a small,  adequate,  library  of  their  own 
which  obviously  according  to  the  initial  comment  of  this  post,  is  not  being 
maintained.  I noticed  an  absence  of  some  books  and  magazines  that  should 
have  been  available  to  any  art  students  as  well  as  to  Native  American  art 
students . 

On  my  visit  to  "the"  English  classroom  which  was  not  ready  for  use, 
according  to  students,  until  several  weeks  into  the  semester,  I found  a 
small  room  with  six  or  eight  seats  (built  in  side  desks)  about  a dozen  dusty 
old  books  scattered  on  a shelf,  a marker  board,  blank  walls,  and  a floor 
covered  with  dust  balls  and  some  rumpled  papers. 


The  dormitory  building  was  dreary  and  uninviting  (I  did  not  see  any 
occupied  rooms)  and  the  common  lounge  had  only  a TV.  An  old  piano  had  been 
discarded.  Many  of  these  students  do  not  have  cars  nor  do  they  have  surplus 
money  for  transportation  and  off-campus  activities.  There  is  little  to  do 
in  their  spare  time. 

The  school  has  now  begun  to  charge  incoming  students  tuition  which 
precludes  many  promising  artists  from  applying.  In  return  for  this  financial 
obligation  which  students  have  taken  on,  they  have  found  that  writing,  film, 
and  some  of  the  sculpture  courses  have  been  eliminated.  Many  of  the  Indian 
teachers  have  been  excessed  and  the  school  is  having  problems  with 
accreditation  which  means  that  students  may  have  problems  if  they  wish  to 
continue  their  education  elsewhere  towards  a BA  degree. 

A Healing  Circle  program  has  recently  been  established  but  in  looking  at 
the  brochure  describing  it,  it  sounded  more  like  routine  counseling  more 
than  anything  else.  The  students  I spoke  to  had  not  participated  in  it. 

The  expressions  of  boredom  and  depression  on  the  faces  of  these  young  artists 
remains  with  me  and  continues  to  disturb  me.  Since  I was  visiting  with  dear 
family  friends  I was  not  perceived  as  an  outsider  so  I know  it  was  not  a 
reaction  to  my  being  non-Indian. 

According  to  various  sources  (Native  and  non-Indian  press)  the  funding  for 
the  school  was  not  substantially  cut  and  the  question  remains  "where  is  the 
money?"  The  fact  that  the  new  director  is  not  Indian  is  irrelevant.  The 
fact  that  she  may  be  incompetent  to  run  this  type  of  school  is.  These 
talented  students  deserve  the  best  and  at  this  point  they  are  not  even 
getting  mediocrity. 

Perhaps  it  is  time  for  three  decades  worth  of  alumni  as  well  as  the  financial 
contributors  to  make  their  voices  heard. 

Sken:nen  kenhak 
Sandy 


"RE : Northwest  lob  Opportunity"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Nov  1996  08:03:39  -0800 
From:  Dim  Kraft  <jkraft@EOSC.OSSHE. EDU> 

Sub j : lob  announcement 

Mailing  List:  NAT-W0RK@VM1.CC.UAKR0N.EDU 

Affiliated  Tribes  of  Northwest  Indians 
POSITION  ANNOUNCEMENT 

POSITION:  REGIONAL  COORDINATOR,  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT.  Affiliated 

Tribes  of  Northwest  Indians,  Portland,  Oregon. 

RESPONSIBILITIES: 

Responsible  for  administering  economic  development  program 
of  the  Affiliated  Tribes  of  Northwest  Indians.  Primary  mission  is  to 
facilitate  the  advancement  of  Northwest  Tribal  Economic  Development 
through  regional  programs.  Secondary  focus  will  be  to  provide  program 
development  and  proposal  writing  for  general  ATNI  program  support. 

DUTIES 

1.  Responsible  for  implementing  the  economic  development  grant 
provided  to  ATNI  by  the  Economic  Development  Administration  as  well  as 
other  project  grants  under  the  director  of  the  Economic  Development 
Committee  and/or  the  Economic  Development  Corporation. 

2.  To  promote  and  facilitate  a better  understanding  of  economic 
development  issues  challenging  individual  Indians,  Tribes  and  Native 
American  organizations. 

3.  To  formulate  and  implement  economic  growth  and  development 
goals  and  objectives  which  optimize  access  to  economic  opportunities  for 
Indian  people,  which  are  consistent  with  individual  and  Tribal 
sovereignty,  cultural  values,  and  self-determination  principles. 

4 To  assist  in  the  creation  and  implementation  of  other  activities 


consistent  with  economic  development  as  assigned. 


QUALIFICATIONS 

Bachelor's  degree  required  (Master's  preferred)  in  Planning, 
business.  Economics,  Communications  or  related  field.  Applicable 
experience  may  be  substituted  for  education.  Minimum  of  three  years 
management  level  experience  and  demonstrated  ability  in  management  of 
economic  development  organization  having  multiple  grant  and  membership 
funding  sources  and  broad  spectrum  of  stakeholder  groups.  Professional 
level  experience  in  Indian  Tribal  program  development,  proposal  writing, 
communication  and  consensus  building  skills  required.  Familiarity  with 
microcomputer  systems,  including  accounting,  data  base,  word  processing, 
spreadsheet,  communications  software  and  hardware. 

STARTING  DATE:  Danuary  1,  1997 

SALARY  RANGE:  Commensurate  with  Qualifications  - $30,000  to  $40,000 

CONTACT:  Submit  resume  and  cover  letter  and  three  letters  of 
recommendation  to: 

Nolee  Olson,  Director  of  Administrative  Services 
Affiliated  Tribes  of  Northwest  Indians 
222  NW  Davis,  Suite  403 
Portland,  Oregon  97209 

Phone:  503/241-0070  Fax:  503/241-0072 

DEADLINE:  Until  Position  is  filled. 

REPORTS  TO:  Economic  Development  Corporation,  Affiliated  Tribes 

of  Northwest  Indians 

LOCATION:  Lynnwood,  Washington 

From  over  the  Blues,  the  east  side!  Dim  Kraft:  Director,  University  Center 
/A\/A\/A\/A\/A\/A\/A\/A\/A\/A\/A\/A\/A\/AEastern  Oregon  State  College 
jkraft@eosc.osshe.edu  1410  L Ave.  LaGrande,  OR  97850 

541-962-3781  fax:  541-962-3668  http://www.eosc.osshe.edu/~jkraft/index.htm 

"RE : Oneida  Press  Operator  Dob"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Nov  1996  23:04:00  GMT 

From:  umstead@oneida-nation.org  (Dan  Umstead) 

Sub j : Dob  Opportunity  - Oneida  Textile  Printing  press  operator 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

PRESS  OPERATOR 

The  Oneida  Indian  Nation  is  currently  seeking  an  experienced  textile  press 
operator  to  operate  automatic  and  manual  presses  at  Oneida  Textile 
Printing. 

Minimum  qualifications  include  High  School  Diploma  or  GED,  at  least  three 
to  five  years  experience  as  a textile  press  operator,  knowledge  of  press 
set-up,  four  color  process,  printing  on  darks,  and  tight  registration 
multi-color  work  required.  Ink  mixing  and  Newman  Roller  Frames  experience 
a plus. 

The  Oneida  Indian  Nation  offers  a competitive  salary  and  an  excellent 
fringe  benefits  package.  Please  send  a brief  cover  letter,  resume  and  a 
list  of  references  to:  Oneida  Indian  Nation,  223  Genesee  Street,  Oneida, 

NY  13421  or  fax  to  (315)  361-6333. 

"Pursuant  to  Public  Law  93-638,  the  Indian  Self-Determination  Act  and 
Education  Assistance  Act  and  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act,  25  U.S.C.,  1301, 
preference  will  be  given  to  qualified  Native  Americans." 

For  more  information  about  the  textile  operation,  visit  the  Nation's  Web 
Page  at  http://one-web.org/oneida/  and  follow  the  link  to  "Oneida  Textile 
Printing" . 


Daniel  Umstead 
Internet  Coordinator 
Oneida  Indian  Nation 
http://one-web.org/oneida/ 
315-361-6300 


The  Oneida  Indian  Nation 
"A  Sovereign  Nation 
in 

Cyber-space ! " 

http://one-web.org/oneida/ 


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


"RE : Essay  Coordinator  Sought"  - 

Date:  Tue,  12  Nov  1996  21:44:57  -0700 
From:  alq@primenet.com  (A1  Qoyawayma) 

Sub j : Call  for  Circle  of  Life  Essay  Program  Coordinator 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

SEARCH  FOR  A CIRCLE  OF  LIFE  ESSAY  PROGRAM  COORDINATOR,  YEAR  1997 
PROGRAM  COORDINATOR 

The  need  is  immediate.  The  1997  program  cannot  be  implemented  without  a 
coordinator.  Two  ingredients  are  needed  for  the  Circle  of  Life  Essay 
Program  to  continue  in  1997.  The  first  is  program  funding,  which  was 
confirmed  this  week.  The  second  is  to  find  and  confirm  an  AISES  volunteer 
Program  Coordinator  or  Manager.  The  Program  Coordinator  will  need  to  spend 
on  average  5 to  12  hours  a month  (depending  on  the  month  and  the  phase  in 
the  program).  The  role  of  the  manager  is  to  initiate  and  coordinate  seven 
program  phases:  (1)  Essay  Program  announcements,  (2)  receipt  of  essays, 

(3)  selection  and  coordination  of  AISES  essay  readers,  (4)  winner 
announcement/Winds  of  Change/AISESnet  publication  coordination,  (5) 
coordinate  winner  trip  and  presentation  at  the  National  Conference,  (6) 
financial  and  administrative  management  and  (7)  final  report  preparation. 
Typing  ability  and  access  to  the  internet  would  be  helpful. 

BRIEF  PROGRAM  DESCRIPTION 

Last  year  AISES  started  a program  called  the  Circle  of  Life  (COL)  Essay 
Program.  The  announcement  for  that  program  is  enclosed  is  attached.  The 
basic  idea  of  the  program  is  to  hear  the  voices  of  young  people.  The 
program  solicited  American  Indian  high  school  students  (grades  7-12  across 
the  nation  to  write  a 200-500  word  essay  that  describes  how  they  will  live 
their  life  as  an  adult.  The  values,  principles,  philosophy,  etc.  are  to  be 
derived  from  the  student's  discussions  with  their  parents,  teachers, 
elders,  ministers,  friends,  etc.  The  prize  for  winning  was  $2000.  We 
believe  that  when  the  young  person  examines  this  question  and  writes  the 
essay  that  it  will  have  a measurable  positive  impact  on  their  future. 

Recent  teacher  and  student  comments  confirm  this.  The  first  year  of 
successful  operation  is  now  drawing  to  a close  with  the  selection  of 
Kimberlee  Barehand  as  the  top  essayist  (see  the  Autumn  1996  Winds  of  Change 
pages  106-107  or  the  COL  homepage  at: 

chttp : //bioc02 .uthscsa.edu/. aises/johnq/COLhome. html>) . 

REWARDS 

The  rewards  are  emotional,  reading  and  seeing  the  results,  and  knowing  that 
you  have  in  a meaningful  way  made  a contribution  to  the  future  of  young 
people  and  the  American  Indian  community.  In  short,  you  help  to  provide  a 
commodity  in  short  supply,  namely  "hope"  in  an  otherwise  "grey  world".  It 
has  been  a long  term  AISES  goal  to  reach  youth  at  the  lower  grade  levels 
and  helping  them  to  chart  a course  for  future  growth  and  success. 

CONTACT 

Please  contact  A1  Qoyawayma  at  (602)  947-1082  or  at  alq@primenet.com  for 
further  information  or  with  your  questions. 

Attachment-1996  announcement: 

AISES  Announces  New  Student  Scholarship 


The  Circle  of  Life  Essay  Prize 


A new  program  is  planned  for  1996  that  will  result  in  the  conferring  of  a 
prize  for  an  American  Indian  high  school  student,  grades  7-12,  who  best 
describes,  in  200  to  500  words,  the  values  that  will  guide  their  adult 
lives.  These  Creator-  and  God-given  inspired  values  are  those  most  often 
verbalized  by  the  Native  person  when  he  or  she  reflects  on  the  religious 
and  cultural  traditions,  wisdom  and  life  of  their  relatives,  leaders. 

Elders  and  ancestors.  These  values  are  like  the  spokes  of  a wheel  which 
give  strength  to  our  inner  and  outer  circle  of  life.  The  essays  will  be 
read  by  Elder  members  of  AISES.  In  the  evaluation  of  the  essays,  there  is 
no  single  correct  answer  or  statement.  The  student  whose  essay  most  clearly 
expresses  the  moral,  ethical  and  spiritual  responsibilities  by  which  a 
person  lives  will  be  awarded  a $1,500  scholarship,  plus  a $500  personal 
cash  award.  The  chosen  essayist  and  a family  member  escort  will  be  invited 
to  the  1996  AISES  National  Conference  in  Salt  Lake  City  to  receive  the 
award.  The  essay,  along  with  a short  biography  on  the  essayist,  will  be 
published  in  Winds  of  Change  and  other  AISES  media.  Additional  essays 
chosen  for  publication  will  receive  an  individual  $250  award. 

Call  for  Participation 

AISES  is  calling  for  participation  of  all  high  school  students  in  the 
Circle  of  Life  Essay  Program.  All  high  school  teachers,  especially  those 
teaching  English  composition,  are  asked  to  encourage  class  participation  in 
this  essay  program.  Membership  in  AISES  is  encouraged,  but  is  not  required. 
No  application  form  is  necessary.  Direct  response  to  this  announcement  is 
sufficient.  The  essay  will  need  to  state  the  student's  name,  address, 
telephone  number,  name  of  the  high  school  attended,  and  the  current  grade 
level.  If  the  student's  essay  is  chosen,  the  student  will  further  need  to 
supply  a copy  of  their  tribal  enrollment  or  Certificate  of  Indian  Blood. 

The  postmark  deadline  for  submittal  of  the  essay,  in  duplicate  (two 
copies),  will  be  Monday,  April  15,  1996.  The  winner  will  be  notified  and 
their  essay  published  in  the  Fall  1996  issue  of  Winds  of  Change.  Starting 
February  1,  1996,  essays  and  the  supporting  information  should  be  sent  to: 
Circle  of  Life  Essay  Program  * P.0.  Box  1992  * Scottsdale,  AZ  85252  1992; 
or  FAX,  Attn:  Circle  of  Life  Essay  Program  * (602)  994-8392. 

Call  For  Readers 

The  Circle  of  Life  Essay  Program  is  in  need  of  volunteer  Native  American 
readers  who  are  senior  members  of  AISES,  Elders,  or  senior  members  of  the 
educational  or  professional  community.  If  you  wish  to  be  a volunteer 
reader,  please  contact  "Program  Coordinator,"  Circle  of  Life  Essay  Program 
(see  address  above).  You  will  need  to  be  available  for  reading  between 
April  1 and  Duly  20,  1996.  A simple  essay  evaluation  procedure  and  schedule 
is  being  developed. 

Program  Concept 

Winds  of  Change  readers  are  well  aware  of  the  societal  and  moral  conditions 
in  America  today.  The  basic  concept  underlying  the  essay  program  is  to 
encourage  Native  American  young  people  to  examine  how  they  plan  to  live 
their  adult  lives,  especially  in  view  of  today's  Native  communities  and 
urban  life  situation.  The  deterioration  we  see  in  America's  inner  city 
should  not  be  allowed  to  happen  within  Native  communities.  In  some  cases, 
this  deterioration  has  already  occurred.  All  means  must  be  found  and 
exercised  to  help  our  youth  gain  meaning  for  life  and  a hopeful  vision  for 
the  future.  We  all  recognize  that  the  youth  of  our  community  hold  the 
future  of  Indian  society  in  America.  A few  years  ago  at  an  AISES  National 
Conference,  the  youth  leadership  expressed  the  sentiment  this  way:  "We 
ought  to  be  more  concerned  about  America's  Gross  National  Spirit  than  its 
Gross  National  Product". 

Community  Benefits 

The  essay  requires  the  student  to  explore  the  universal  truths  about  life 
that  transcend  modern  times  or  a particular  culture.  God-given  values  such 
as  love,  honesty,  forbearance  and  forgiveness,  when  put  into  practice, 
benefit  everyone  and  improve  the  community  around  us.  These  particular 
values  and  principles  are  so  clear  that  almost  all  people  can  agree  that 


they  are  true;  they  rank  high  within  all  cultures  and  societies.  In  today's 
world,  parents  and  teachers  struggle  with  how  to  get  young  people  to  focus 
on  values  which  will  help  them  to  mature.  Often  the  parents'  admonitions  go 
unheeded  or  result  in  a negative  response.  The  essay's  prize  provides  a 
positive  motivation  for  the  student  to  voluntarily  focus  on  the  values 
which  lead  to  discipline  in  life.  Of  course,  reflection  on  life's  values  at 
an  early  age  means  a lot  more  than  just  winning  money.  The  Circle  of  Life 
Essay  Program  provides  a valuable  opportunity  for  students  to  think  about 
and  put  into  words  what  is  in  their  hearts,  and  what  will  be  really 
important  to  them  in  life.  Finally,  the  student  in  the  course  of  writing 
down  and  personalizing  his  or  her  thoughts,  will  be  far  more  likely  to 
adopt  those  values  in  adult  life. 

Program  Acknowledgment 

AISES  wishes  to  acknowledge  the  George  Bird  Grinnell  American  Indian 
Children's  Fund  for  the  initial  funding  for  this  essay  program.  The  Fund 
has  a long  track  record  supporting  AISES  and  children's  issues.  Lucille  A. 
Echohawk,  Pawnee,  is  president  of  the  Fund.  Dr.  Flenrietta  Mann,  Cheyenne, 
is  vice  president,  an  AISES  Elder,  and  one  of  the  volunteer  readers  for 
this  essay  program. 

"RE : Seven  Philosophies  for  a Native  American  Man"  

Date:  13  Nov  1996  15:23:11  GMT 

From:  shupe@vorlon . rchland . ibm . com  (Dim  Shupe) 

Sub j : From  a Gathering  of  Native  Men  in  Colorado. 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 

Copyright  "Winds  of  Change"  Autumn  1996 


Seven  Philosophies  for  a Native  American  Man 


First  Philosophy  to  the  Women 

The  cycle  of  life  for  the  woman  is  the  baby,  girl,  woman  and  grandmother. 
These  are  the  four  directions  of  life.  She  has  been  given  by  natural  laws 
the  ability  to  reproduce  life.  The  most  sacred  of  all  things  is  life. 
Therefore,  all  men  should  treat  her  with  dignity  and  respect.  Never  was 
it  our  way  to  harm  her  mentally  or  physically.  Indian  men  were  never 
abusers.  We  always  treated  our  women  with  respect  and  understanding.  So 
from  now  on: 

--  I will  treat  women  in  a sacred  manner.  The  Creator  gave  women  the 
responsibility  for  bringing  new  life  into  the  world.  Life  is  sacred, 
so  I will  look  upon  the  women  in  a sacred  manner. 

--  In  our  traditional  ways,  the  woman  is  the  foundation  of  the  family.  I 
will  work  with  her  to  create  a home  atmosphere  of  respect,  security 
and  harmony. 

--  I will  refrain  from  any  form  of  emotional  or  physical  abuse.  If  I have 
these  feelings,  I will  talk  to  the  Creator  for  Guidance. 

--  I will  treat  all  women  as  if  they  were  my  own  female  relatives. 

This  is  my  Vow. 

Second  Philosophy  to  the  Children 

As  an  eagle  prepares  its  young  to  leave  the  next  with  all  the  skills  and 
knowledge  it  needs  to  participate  in  life,  in  the  same  manner  so  will  I 
guide  my  children.  I will  use  the  culture  to  prepare  them  for  life. 

The  most  important  thing  I can  give  to  my  children  is  my  time. 

I spend  time  with  them  in  order  to  learn  from  them  and  to  listen  to  them. 

I will  teach  my  children  to  pray,  as  well  as  the  importance  of  respect. 

We  are  the  caretakers  of  the  children  for  the  Creator.  They  are  His 
children,  not  ours. 

I am  proud  of  our  own  Native  languages.  I will  learn  mine  if  I can  and 
help  my  children  to  learn  it. 

In  today's  world  it  is  easy  for  the  children  to  go  astray,  so  I will  work 
to  provide  positive  alternatives  for  them.  I will  teach  them  the  culture. 


I will  encourage  education.  I will  encourage  sports.  I will  encourage 
them  to  talk  with  the  Elders  for  guidance;  but  mostly,  I will  seek  to  be 
a role  model  myself.  I make  this  commitment  to  my  children  so  they 
will  have  courage  and  find  guidance  through  traditional  ways. 

Third  Philosophy  to  the  Family 

The  Creator  gave  us  the  family,  which  is  the  place  where  all  teachings  are 
handed  down  from  grandparent,  to  the  parent,  and  to  the  child.  The  children's 
behavior  is  a mirror  of  the  parents'  behavior.  Knowing  this,  I realize 
the  importance  for  each  man  to  be  responsible  to  the  family  in  order  to 
fulfill  the  need  to  build  a strong  and  balanced  family.  By  doing  this,  I 
will  breach  the  cycle  of  hurt  and  ensure  the  positive  mental  health  of 
the  children,  even  the  children  yet  to  be  born.  So,  from  now  on: 

--  I will  dedicate  my  priorities  to  rebuilding  my  family. 

--  I must  never  give  up  and  leave  my  family  only  to  the  mother. 

--  I am  accountable  to  restore  the  strength  of  my  family.  To  do  this, 

I will  nurture  our  family's  spiritual,  cultural  and  social  health. 

I will  demonstrate  trust,  respect,  honor  and  discipline;  but  mostly 
I will  be  consistent  in  whatever  I do  with  them. 

--  I will  see  that  the  grandparents  and  community  Elders  play  a significant 
role  in  the  education  of  my  children. 

--  I realize  that  the  male  and  female  together  are  fundamental  to  our 
family  life.  I will  listen  to  my  mate's  counsel  for  our  family's 
benefit,  as  well  as  for  the  benefit  of  my  Indian  Nation. 

Fourth  Philosophy  to  the  Community 

The  Indian  community  provides  many  things  for  the  family.  The  most  important 
is  the  sense  of  belonging;  that  is,  to  belong  to  "the  people,"  and  to  have 
a place  to  go.  Our  Indian  communities  need  to  be  restored  to  health 
so  the  future  generations  will  be  guaranteed  a place  to  go  for  culture, 
language  and  Indian  socializing.  In  the  community,  the  honor  of  one  is 
the  honor  of  all  and  the  pain  of  one  is  the  pain  of  all.  I will  work  to 
strengthen  recovery  in  all  parts  of  my  community.  As  a Indian  man; 

--  I will  give  back  to  my  community  by  donating  my  time  and  talents  when  I 
am  able. 

--  I will  cultivate  friendships  with  other  Indian  men  for  mutual  support 
and  strength. 

--  I will  consider  the  effects  of  our  decisions  on  behalf  of  the  next 
seven  generations;  in  this  way,  our  children  and  grandchildren  will 
inherit  healthy  communities. 

--  I will  care  about  those  in  my  community  so  that  the  mind  changers, 
alcohol  and  drugs,  will  vanish,  and  our  communities  will  forever 
be  free  of  violence. 

If  each  of  us  can  do  all  these  things,  then  others  will  follow;  ours 
will  be  a proud  community. 

Fifth  Philosophy  to  the  Earth 

Our  Mother  Earth  is  the  source  of  all  life,  whether  it  be  the  plants,  the 
two-legged,  four-legged,  winged  ones  or  human  beings.  The  Mother  Earth 
is  the  greatest  Teacher,  if  we  listen,  observe  and  respect  her.  When 
we  live  in  harmony  with  the  Mother  Earth,  she  will  recycle  the  things 
we  consume  and  make  them  available  to  our  children  and  to  their  children. 

As  an  Indian  man,  I must  teach  my  children  how  to  care  for  the  Earth 
so  it  is  there  for  the  future  generations.  So  from  now  on; 

--  I realize  the  Earth  is  our  Mother.  I will  treat  her  with  honor 
and  respect. 

--  I will  honor  the  interconnectedness  of  all  things  and  all  forms 
of  life. 

--  I will  realize  the  Earth  does  not  belong  to  us,  but  that  we  belong  to 
the  Earth. 

--  The  natural  law  is  the  ultimate  authority  upon  the  lands  and  water. 

I will  learn  the  knowledge  and  wisdom  of  the  natural  laws.  I will 
pass  this  knowledge  on  to  my  children. 

--  The  Mother  Earth  is  a living  entity  that  maintains  life.  I will 
speak  out  in  a good  way  whenever  I see  someone  abusing  the  Earth. 


Dust  as  I would  protect  my  own  mother , so  will  I protect  the  Earth. 

--  I will  ensure  that  the  land,  water,  and  air  will  be  intact  for  my 
children's  children-the  unborn. 

Sixth  Philosophy  to  the  Creator 

As  an  Indian  man,  I realize  we  make  no  gains  without  the  Great  Spirit 
being  in  our  lives.  Neither  I,  nor  anything  I attempt  to  do,  will  work 
without  our  Creator.  Being  Indian  and  being  Spiritual  have  the  same 
meaning.  Spirituality  is  our  gift  from  the  Great  One.  This  day  I vow 
to  walk  the  Red  Road. 

As  an  Indian  man,  I will  return  to  the  traditional  and  spiritual  values 
which  have  guided  my  ancestors  for  the  past  generations. 

I will  look  with  new  eyes  on  the  power  of  our  ceremonies  and  religious 
ways,  for  they  are  important  to  the  very  survival  of  our  people. 

We  have  survived  and  are  going  to  grow  and  flourish  spiritually.  We  will 
fulfill  our  teachings  and  the  purpose  that  the  Creator  has  given  us 
with  dignity. 

Each  day,  I will  pray  and  ask  for  guidance.  I will  commit  to  walk  the 
Red  Road,  or  whatever  the  spiritual  way  is  called  in  my  own  culture. 

If  I am  Christian,  I will  be  a good  one.  If  I am  traditional  I will  walk 
this  road  with  dedication. 

If  each  of  us  can  do  these  things  then  others  will  follow.  From  this  day 
forward,  I will  reserve  time  and  energy  for  spirituality,  seeking  to  know 
the  Creator's  will. 

Seventh  Philosophy  to  Myself 

I will  think  about  what  kind  of  person  I want  to  be  when  I am  an  Elder. 

I will  start  developing  myself  now  to  be  this  person. 

I will  walk  with  the  Great  Spirit  and  the  grandfathers  at  my  side. 

I will  develop  myself  to  remain  positive.  I will  develop  a good  mind. 

I will  examine  myself  daily  to  see  what  I did  good  and  what  I need  to 
improve.  I will  examine  my  strengths  and  weaknesses,  then  I will  ask 

the  Creator  to  guide  me.  I will  develop  a good  mind. 

Each  day,  I will  listen  for  the  Creator's  voice  in  the  wind.  I will 
watch  nature  and  ask  to  be  shown  a lesson  which  will  occur  on  my  path. 

I will  seek  out  the  guiding  principles  which  guided  my  ancestors.  I 
will  walk  in  dignity,  honor  and  humility,  conducting  myself  as  a warrior. 

I will  seek  the  guidance  of  the  Elders  so  that  I may  maintain  the 
knowledge  of  culture  ceremonies  and  songs,  and  so  that  I may 
pass  these  on  to  the  future  generations. 

I choose  to  do  all  these  things  myself,  because  no  one  else  can  do  them 
for  me. 

I know  I CANNOT  GIVE  AWAY  WHAT  I DON'T  HAVE,  so  I will  need  to  learn  to 
walk  the  talk. 


The  above  text  contains  my  opinions,  not  IBM's.  Unless  otherwise  stated. 


Nvwhtohiyada,  Dames  T.  Waya  Gola  Shupe  <*>  Database  Support,  IBM-Roch. 
AFS  ID:  shupe@rchland  INTERNET:  jt_wayagola_shupe@vnet.ibm.com 

"RE : Poem:  An  Ode  to  Ego"  

Date:  Sat,  16  Nov  1996  10:27:43  -0500 

From:  "Rodney  D.  Coates"  <coatesrd@casmail.muohio.edu> 

Subj : An  Ode  to  Ego 

UUCP  email 

An  ode  to  EGO 

rodney  c//96 

War  and  violence  beacons  both  night  and  day. 

Blood  and  death  has  become  our  way. 

Truth  and  justice  have  become  just  words. 

Ignorance  and  hate  fills  every  action. 


Intolerance  for  differences  become  calls  for  mayhem. 
Riots  and  destruction  randomly  pursued. 

Distrust  and  indifference  join  apathy  and  complacency. 
Children  morn  side  their  mother's  body. 

Torrents  of  flames  engulf  this  planet, 
peace  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 

Planes  and  tanks,  missiles  and  bullets 
guns  and  death  replace  all  reason. 

Signs  of  the  times,  blame  for  the  moment, 
shame  of  the  hour,  hate  fills  the  days. 

Learning  to  kill,  loving  to  destroy, 
wanting  to  end  what  centuries  have  created. 

Faint  dismay  from  a weary  public, 
eyes  tired  of  looking  on. 

Morning  flames  consumed  with  passion 
another  body  presented  for  sacrifice. 

Presidents  and  kings,  premiers  and  puppets, 
fools  all  in  this  game  of  insanity. 

Kill  in  the  name  of  Christ,  Allah,  or  any  other 
god  of  our  EGO,  ego  of  our  destruction. 

Pray  to  EGO  and  not  to  God,  build  mounds 
of  flesh  warped  in  blood.  Ego  declares  another 
victim.  Ego  desires  another  life.  Ego  decides  to 
ignore  all  reason.  Ego  worships  only  death. 

umoja  (unity  through  love,  understanding  and  respect) 

rodney  coates 

director  of  black  world  studies 
associate  professor  of  sociology 
miami  university 
oxford  ohio 


"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/11/11  21:05 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  November  24-30 

NOWEMAPA 

(November) 

(Welehu) 

24 

Let  your  dreams  be  a source  of  inspiration. 

25 

Be  grateful  for  the  ancestors  who  helped  shape  your  life. 

26 

In  every  conversation,  it  is  important  to  learn  to  listen. 

27 

The  pearl  is  a wondrous  creation  of  the  sea. 

28 

We  become  what  we  feel. 

29 

Time  is  merciful  to  those  who  do  not  worship  it. 

30 


Be  as  young  as  you  feel  in  your  dreams. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  21  November  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Danet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

genie  email 

Date:  Sun,  17  Nov  1996  02:59:47  +0000 
From:  Rick  Raygor  <raygor@ties.kl2.mn.us> 

Sub j : Pow-wow  announcement 

St.  Paul,  Minn.  - An  estimated  5,000  American  Indians  from  a dozen 
Midwestern  states,  both  coasts  and  Canada  will  gather  for  two  days  of 
dancing,  singing  and  socializing  at  the  ninth  annual  powwow  at  the 
University  of  St.  Thomas  Saturday  and  Sunday,  Dec.  14  and  15,  1996. 

People  of  all  races  and  cultures  are  welcome  to  join  the  festivities.  The 
powwow,  also  open  to  the  public,  will  be  held  in  the  university's 
Coughlan  Field  Flouse. 

The  powwow  will  be  divided  into  three  sessions,  each  beginning  with 
a grand  entry.  The  first  session  runs  from  1 to  5:30  p.m.  Saturday,  the 
second  runs  from  7 to  11  p.m.  Saturday,  and  the  third  runs  from  noon  to 
6 p.m.  Sunday. 

Admission  is  $5  each  day  of  the  powwow.  Persons  under  8 and  over  60  are 
admitted  free.  An  estimated  275  to  350  dancers  are  expected  to  compete  for 
$16,000  in  prize  money. 

About  20  drum  groups,  each  with  six  to  eight  singers,  will  compete  for 
another  $5,000.  Explanations  of  the  dances  will  be  given  throughout  the 
powwow.  Men,  women  and  boys  and  girls  between  9 and  16  will  compete  in 
three  categories.  There  also  will  be  a tiny  tot  category  for  youngsters 
8 and  under. 

Participants  from  all  tribes,  nations  and  color  will  be  welcome  to 
join  the  intertribal  dances,  which  do  not  require  traditional  dress  or 
previous  experience.  American  Indian  art  and  craft  items  will  be  on 
sale  at  about  30  booths  in  the  field  house.  Foods,  including  traditional 
fare  such  as  fry  bread,  wild  rice  casserole  and  corn  soup,  will  be 
available  next  door  in  the  second-floor  student  dining  room  of 
Murray-Flerrick  Campus  Center. 

The  powwow  is  sponsored  by  St.  Thomas.  For  more  information,  call 
or  contact  Dr.  Robert  Qualls,  associate  dean  of  New  College  at 
St.  Thomas  and  a member  of  the  powwow  committee,  at  (612)  962-5957 
or  email  raqualls@stthomas.edu 

Visit  our  information  page  and  download  the  poster  at  the  URL: 
http : //ties.kl2.mn. us/~raygor/ powwow/ pw96inf o . html 


From  Spirit  Talk  News: 

Nov.  29-30  - Robert,  LA,  Louisiana  Indian  Fleritage  Assn.  Fall 
Powwow  at  the  Hidden  Oaks  Campground. 

Info:  504-436-2011 

Dec.  5-7  - Eugene,  OR  Native  American  Christmas  Arts  Festival 

at  the  Oak  Way  Center 

Dec.  6-8  - San  lose,  CA,  American  Indian  Exposition  & Sale, 

Santa  Clara  Fairgrounds. 

Info:  209-221-4335 

Dec.  14  - Davis,  CA,  Winter  Powwow  at  DQ  University. 

Info:  916-577-0470 

Dec.  28  - Santa  Fe,  NM,  Southwestern  Assn,  for  Indian  Arts  Awards 


Ceremony. 

Info:  505-983-5220 

Dec.  28  - New  York,  NY,  Thunderbird  American  Indian  Dancers  Powwow. 

McBurney  YMCA 
Info:  201-587-9633 

Dec.  29-30  - Minneapolis,  MN,  Annual  AIM  on  the  Red  Road  at  the 
American  Indian  Center 
Info:  612-724-3129 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Brian  Hauk,  Janet  Smith,  lames  T.  Waya  Gola  Shupe,  Rodney  D.  Coates, 

David  R.  Givers(Open  Letter),  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Glenn  Welker,  A1  Qoyawayma, 
Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr.  via  Feather  Eaglerock,  David  Yohn  & Diane  Way/Ableza, 
Dan  Umstead,  Sandy  Sunderland,  Suzan  Horovitch,  Laura/Dustice  for  Peltier, 
Andrea  Thein,  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico,  USA,  3im  Kraft, 
Marvin  and  Linda  Summerfield/Cherokee  Observer,  Native  Forest  Network-ENA, 
Jason  R.  Terrell  via  Marvin  and  Linda  Summerfield,  Bernadette  Chato, 

Larry  Innes, 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  — - 

Date:  Thu,  21  November  96  08:00  -0500 

From:  Janet  Smith  (Evening  Star)  (jans@genie.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

genie  email 

Date:  Thu,  14  Nov  1996  07:58:51  EST 
From:  usplt@fhlb.com  (Pat  Talley) 

Sub j : Texas  Youth  Art  Contest  (November,  ages  3-19) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

6th  Annual  Heritage  Art  Contest  for  American  Indian  Youth 
In  celebration  of  American  Indian  Heritage  Month  during  November, 
The  American  Indian  Heritage  Center  of  Texas,  Inc.  and  the  Eagle 
Douglas  Family  are  sponsoring  a statewide  art  contest  for 
American  Indian  youths  ages  3 through  19.  The  contest  is  a project 
of  our  creative  department,  Texas  Indian  Experience  (TIE).  TIE 
is  devoted  to  the  encouragement  and  promotion  of  Texas  Indian 
arts  and  crafts. 

Prizes  will  include  cash,  award  ribbons,  custom  framing,  gift 
certificates,  and  other  surprises.  The  deadline  for  entries  is 
November  30,  1996.  Contest  winners  will  be  announced 
December  19,  1996. 

To  receive  an  entry  form  and  for  contest  rules  contact: 

The  American  Indian  Heritage  Center  of  Texas,  Inc. 

1450  Preston  Forest  Square,  Suite  294 

Dallas,  TX  75230 

214-701-0074 

— "RE:  Peltier  to  Judicial  Committee"  - 

Date:  Thu,  14  Nov  1996  22:41:59  -0800 
From:  bear@epix.net  (Laura) 

Sub j : Sen  Specter  re:  Peltier  to  Judicial  Committee 


Mailing  List: 


NATIVE- L (native-l@gnosys .svle.ma.us) 


On  11/13/96,  I received  a phone  call  from  a staffer  at  Senator  Specter's 
Scranton  PA  office.  He  was  doing  a followup  on  the  "town  meeting,"  and 
was  relaying  the  message  that  Mr.  Spector  did  take  the  statement  I read 
seriously  (previous  subject:  an  opportunity  to  advocate  for  Peltier),  and 
had  cited  my  comments  (or  perhaps  just  the  topic)  to  a Judicial  Committee 
hearing  on  Oct  23  or  24.  The  aide  was  not  very  specific,  but  implied 
that  the  context  of  Mr.  Spector' s reference  was  relative  to  the  growing 
cynicism  of  the  public  toward  the  U.S  government,  as  in  their  questioning 
Peltier's  case  and  Ruby  Ridge. 

Only  the  day  before  that  phone  call,  a letter  from  Warren  Allmand 
(Canadian  House  of  Commons  member)  reached  me,  and  I was  able  to  refer  to 
it  to  point  out  to  Mr.  Spector 's  aide  that  the  cynicism  was  more  widespread 
than  just  among  the  U.S.  citizenry.  As  Mr.  Allmand  explained  in  his 
letter  to  me,  for  the  first  time  since  1870,  in  August  1996  the  British 
courts  ruled  that  evidence  supporting  a U.S.  request  for  extradition  (of 
Graham  Tomlins)  WAS  SUSPECT,  and  REFUSED  that  extradition. 

My  thinking  is  that  the  Judicial  Committee  members  who  may  have  heard  Mr. 
Specter's  comments  could  use  some  followup,  in  the  form  of  cc's  of 
whatever  letters  you  have  been  faxing  during  this  "Week  of  Action  in 
support  of  Executive  Clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier." 

>From  "http://www.senate.gov/committee/judiciary.html"  the  committee  members 
are : 

Orin  G.  Hatch,  Utah,  Chairman 
Strom  Thurmond,  South  Carolina 
Alan  K.  Simpson,  Wyoming 
Charles  E.  Grassley,  Iowa 
Arlen  Specter,  Pennsylvania 
Hank  Brown,  Colorado 
Fred  Thompson,  Tennessee 
Don  Kyi,  Arizona 
Mike  DeWine,  Ohio 
Spencer  Abraham,  Michigan 
Joseph  R.Biden,  Jr.,  Delaware 
Edward  M.  Kennedy,  Massachusetts 
Patrick  J.  Leahy,  Vermont 
Howell  Heflin,  Alabama 
Paul  Simon,  Illinois 
Herb  Kohl,  Wisconsin 
Dianne  Feinstein,  California 
Russell  D.  Feingold,  Wisconsin 

The  TOLL  FREE  White  house  switchboard  number (800-962-3524)  will  allow  you 
to  connect  to  ANY  of  their  DC  offices,  and  from  there,  you  can  ask  for 
their  HOME  DISTRICT  FAX  numbers.  (In  my  conversation  with  Spector 's 
aide,  I realized  my  faxes  to  the  DC  office  went  unnoticed.  As  a 
constituent,  I should  have  used  his  Scranton  office,  where  the  volume  is 
lower,  and  therefore,  the  fax  is  more  likely  to  be  noticed.) 

One  sample  letter  I have  been  given  permission  to  share,  to  get  you 
started  if  you  haven't  already  composed  and  sent  your  own: 

Dear : 

Prisoner  Leonard  Peltier,  as  you  know,  has  been  having  exceptional 
difficulty  recently  in  obtaining  his  medical  records.  This  is  a 
problem  which  concerns  the  many  thousands  who  have  been  following  his 
case  for  many  years.  He  needs,  and  is  legally  entitled  to,  those  records 
in  order  to  make  an  informed  choice  about  the  best  procedures  of  jaw 
surgery  which  may  be  necessary.  Each  day  of  delay  means  unnecessary 
pain.  I appeal  to  you  to  take  whatever  steps  may  shorten  the  process  of 
obtaining  these  records  --  and,  in  the  interim,  I urge  you  to  see  to  it 
that  Mr.  Peltier's  assigned  duties  take  his  health  problems  into  account. 
Obviously,  Mr.  Peltier's  case  is  an  exceptional  one  --  the  worldwide 


attention  to  its  complexities  has  been  very  unusual  and  long-lasting;  and 
this  scrutiny  of  what  is  happening  seems  to  be  growing  rather  than 
diminishing.  This  places  added  responsibility  on  you  and  your  staff  to 
see  that  this  matter  is  treated  justly  and  without  delay.  Thanks  for 
considering  these  remarks. 

Respectfully, 

Faxes  should  go  to  Warden  Page  True,  Leavenworth  (913-082-0041),  Kathleen 
Hawk,  Bureau  of  Prisons  (202-514-6878),  and  Attorney  General  Janet  Reno 
(202-514-4371).  (Don't  forget  to  cc  the  Judicial  Committee  as  listed 
above,  ESPECIALLY  if  one  of  those  named  is  YOUR  state's  Senator,  and  for 
those  who  may  have  wondered,  faxes  really  DO  cost  less  than  a stamp.  I 
just  checked  my  last  phone  bill  and  was  happily  surprised . . . ) 

Also,  fyi,  an  11-14  update  was  sent  to  LPSG's  and  alt. native,  which  I 
think  bears  wider  posting: 

Peltier  Update  11-14 

Leonard  Peltier  continues  to  be  denied  access  to  the  telephone,  he  was 
given  a thirty  day  phone  suspension  for  making  a two  minute  phone  call 
following  a visit  on  11-4-96.  Several  guards  have  told  him  that  they  had 
never  seen  punishment  for  something  so  petty  before  and  that  he  should  be 
very  cautious  because  it  appeared  that  he  might  be  set  up  to  look  bad 
prior  to  a decision  on  the  clemency  petition. 

Also,  the  prison  will  not  allow  Leonard's  paralegal  access  to  him  stating 
that  they  are  "updating  their  records."  They  need  Leonard's  attorney  to 
return  paperwork  they  claim  they  sent  (the  attorney  did  not  receive 
anything)  before  they  can  allow  this  paralegal,  who  has  visited  the 
prison  dozens  of  times  over  the  last  two  years,  to  visit  with  Leonard. 

It  is  vital  that  the  public  be  made  aware  of  these  circumstances!  Leonard 
has  expressed  in  letters  and  verbally  that  he  WILL  NOT  allow  certain 
prison  officials  and  FBI  agents  to  cause  him  to  react  negatively.  He  WILL 
NOT  jeopardize  his  best  chance  for  justice  and  freedom. 

This  is  our  WEEK  OF  ACTION.  Please  phone,  fax,  write,  and  e-mail  the 
president : 

President  Clinton,  the  White  House,  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave,  Washington,  DC 
20500  phone:  202-456-1111  (dial  0 to  skip  the  survey  and  get  an  operator) 
fax  202-456-2461 

Attorney  General  Janet  Reno,  Dept,  of  Justice,  10th  & Constitution, 
Washington,  DC  20530  202-514-2000,  fax  202-514-4371 

Call  and  visit  with  your  elected  officials  asking  that  they  support 
CLEMENCY.  Please  let  us  know  the  results! 

If  you  need  your  representative ' s fax  number,  write  us  and  we  will  try  to 
provide  it. 

>>>>>>>  get  involved-learn  the  truth-spread  the  truth<<<<<<< 

>>>  JUSTICE  FOR  PELTIER-http://www. unicorn. net/peltier/<<< 

"RE : Chippewa  Tribe  Government  Reform"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Nov  1996  12:28:37  -0600 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Update  11/19/96  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe  Government  Reform 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NEWS  RELEASE  FROM  NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH 
AND  RESOURCE  CENTER. 


November  19,  1996  Update  from  Minnesota  Chippewa  Country 


Statement  by  the  Leech  Lake  General  Council  opposes  lawyers'  efforts  to 
hinder  federal  investigation: 

With  new  federal  subpoenas  issued  on  Leech  Lake  Reservation  General 
Funds  and  Gaming  Accounts  , the  General  council  formally  opposes  any 
further  expenditures  of  tribal  funds  to  suppress  the  subpoena  process  or 
use  Leech  lake  resources  to  pay  attorneys  for  hindering  the  investigation 
of  possible  wrongdoing  at  Leech  Lake. 

The  General  Council  feels  that  any  investigation  conducted  on  Leech 
Lake  regarding  any  suspicion  of  wrongdoing  should  be  welcomed.  If  the 
Leech  Lake  Tribal  Council  was  governed  in  an  honest  and  open  manner,  then 
there  should  be  nothing  to  hide  or  use  attorneys  to  hinder  the  process. 

It  is  the  consensus  of  the  General  Council  that  enough  money  has 
been  spent  on  attorneys  to  defend  the  actions  of  the  Leech  Lake  reservation 
Tribal  Council  and  it  is  time  the  Leech  Lake  Tribal  council  be  held 
accountable  to  the  people  of  the  reservation. 

"We,  the  General  Council,  were  very  concerned  about  the  amount  of 
Leech  Lake  money  used  to  pay  for  attorneys  to  respond  to  wrongdoing  by  the 
convicted  Tribal  council  leadership.  Now,  with  these  new  subpoenas,  how 
much  is  it  going  to  cost  the  people  of  Leech  Lake?  The  thousands  and 
thousands  of  dollars  used  by  attorneys  could  be  going  for  Headstart, 
elderly  nutrition,  or  our  under  funded  scholarship  programs.  If  we  had 
good,  and  decent  leadership  on  Leech  Lake,  we  would  not  have  to  pay  for 
attorneys.  Honest  people  do  not  need  thousands  of  dollars  to  defend 
themselves . " 

LEECH  LAKE  GENERAL  COUNCIL 


On  Saturday,  November  16  the  Leech  Lake  General  Council  hosted  a fundraiser 
pancake  feed  at  the  Onigum  Community  Center.  The  funds  raised  will  be  used 
for  those  employees  who  have  not  been  paid  for  their  services  Gerald  White, 
Linda  lohnston,  Martin  Dennings  and  Burton  Howard.  These  are  the 
administrative  appointments  made  by  Chairman  Eli  Hunt 

More  fund  raisers  are  planned. 

A new  leader  is  rising;  it  is  not  a man  or  a woman,  but  a collective  force 
of  voices  joining  together  in  the  spirit  of  compassion  and  community.  Help 
us,  help  ourselves. 


LAND  CLAIMS  SETTLEMENT 

Due  to  widespread  opposition  at  the  public  hearings  held  recently  on  Leech 
Lake  and  Fond  du  Lac,  Attorneys  Schoessler  and  Thorne  have  reportedly 
cancelled  plans  to  bring  their  presentation  on  the  land  claims  settlement  to 
all  six  member  reservations  of  the  MCT. 

Voices  of  the  Anishinabeg: 

Kevin  Dupuis  of  Fond  du  Lac  - "We  don't  want  the  damned  money.  We  want  our 
land  back." 

Darrel  lohnson  of  Leech  Lake,  Onigum  General  Council  rep  - $20  million  is 
pretty  cheap  for  our  forests." 

Marv  Manypenny  of  White  Earth  - " You  talk  about  conflict  of  interst,  Mr. 
Schoessler,  you  were  the  lead  attorney  in  the  land  ripoff  called  WELSA. 

Now  you  say  you're  going  to  come  and  protect  our  rights?  Gaawiin!" 

Franklin  "Doc"  LaRose  - "We  never  gave  the  TEC  any  authorization  to  settle 
our  land  disputes.  We  can't  let  the  TEC  make  any  decisions.  The  people 
need  to  make  the  decisions." 

Dale  Hanks  of  White  Earth  said  any  tribal  members  with  hopes  of  per-capita 
payments  should  be  aware  that  any  such  payments  "Would  not  be  enough  to 
take  your  family  to  McDonalds" 


--  A December  3 deadline  given  by  the  NIGC  for  resolve  licensing  dispute  or 
Leech  Lake  Casinos  will  be  shut  down. 

--  November  21,  set  for  sentencing  of  the  Wadena  Gang  from  White  Earth,  9 
a.m  at  the  Federal  Courthouse  in  St.  Paul. 

--  CONSTITUTIONAL  REFORM  Meeting  set  for  NOVEMBER  25,  at  the  Shooting  Star 
Casino  in  Mahnomen,  7 p.m.  in  the  Wigwam  Room.  Please  bring  any  materials 
you  have  that  could  be  used  for  direction  in  the  Constitutional  Reform 
process  (Material  will  be  returned).  Agenda  Items:  introductions,  reform 
process.  Constitutional  Advisory  Committee,  community  education. 

For  information  and  questions:  Call  Leah  Carpenter  at  218-335-7968  or  at 
1-800-726-2764  on  Wednesday  November  20th  or  Friday  November  22. 

--Cleansing  Feast  Wednesday,  November  20,  at  the  Veterans  Memorial  Pow  Wow 
Grounds  building  at  noon.  The  General  Council  will  hold  their  weekly 
meeting  prior  to  the  feast  and  the  meeting  will  begin  at  10:00  a.m. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

"RE : Save  Sacred  Site  in  Oregon"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Nov  1996  02:30:22  GMT 
From:  amt@teleport.com 

Sub j : Native  American  Community  Struggles  to  Save  Sacred  Site  in  Oregon 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Anpo  Inc. 

PO  Box  42608 
Portland,  OR  97242 

PRESS  RELEASE 

For  Immediate  Release  November  16,  1996 
Contact  Mark  Lipe  (503)  735-0453 

"Native  American  Community  Struggles  to  Save  Sacred  Site" 

Logging  is  scheduled  to  begin  early  this  week  at  the  Anpo  Ceremonial 
Grounds  and  Cultural  Youth  Camp,  amidst  strong  protest  by  Native  American 
Community  and  Spiritual  Leaders.  Members  of  the  Native  American  Community 
have  committed  themselves  to  strong,  non-violent  civil  disobedience  as  a 
means  of  protecting  their  sacred  ceremonial  site.  Native  American  Leaders 
feel  that  logging  of  these  sacred  grounds  is  a violation  of  their  religious 
freedom  and  vow  to  see  the  the  sanctity  of  this  site  is  protected. 

The  Anpo  Ceremonial  grounds  and  Cultural  Youth  Camp,  located  in  Eastern 
Oregon  in  the  Mt.  Hood  National  Forest,  has  been  the  site  of  annual 
intertribal  ceremonies  for  the  past  14  years.  In  addition,  Anpo  Camp  serves 
the  religious  and  spiritual  needs  of  a broad  spectrum  of  the  Traditional 
Native  American  Community  throughout  the  year,  offering  ceremony,  retreat, 
and  personal  counseling.  Anpo  Camp  also  serves  the  needs  of  Native  American 
Youth  by  offering  numerous  youth  camps  designed  to  teach  Native  American 
children  their  traditional  ways.  The  youth  camps  teach  arts  & crafts,  oral 
traditions,  outdoor  survival,  hunting,  fishing,  sports,  and  traditional 
religious  practices.  The  youth  camps  build  a sense  of  character  and 
identity  that  keeps  Native  American  Youth  out  of  gangs,  and  off  the 
streets . 

Susana  Santos,  of  the  Anpo  Board  of  Directors,  is  outraged  at  the  callous 
disregard  for  the  Native  American  Children  which  the  U.S.  Forest  Service 
has  shown  in  its  decision  to  log  within  their  youth  camp.  Santos  says,  "The 
decision  by  the  Mount  Hood  National  Forest  Service  to  allow  logging  in  an 
Intertribal  Native  American  Youth  and  Religious  Sanctuary,  is  child  abuse 
and  religious  persecution.  There  is  simply  no  way  to  adequately  explain  the 
desecration  of  this  youth  camp  to  our  children.  So,  we  pose  this  question 
to  the  Mt.  Hood  National  Forest  Service,  would  they  create  public  policy  to 


log  and  conduct  archaeological  desecration  through  The  Boy  Scouts  or  Girl 
Scouts  of  America  camps?"  Susana  Santos  Speaking  at  Honor  the  Earth 
Concert,  Portland,  Oregon 

Thomas  Creek  Lumber,  who  bought  the  rights  to  this  timber  sale  for  $40,000 
is  demanding  $100,000  from  the  Native  American  Community  in  order  to  stop 
the  impending  desecration  of  this  sacred  site.  Native  American  Youth  are 
calling  upon  the  citizens  of  Oregon  to  each  send  $1  to  a fund  that  will  be 
established  to  pay  Thomas  Creek  the  ransom  that  will  save  their  youth  camp. 

A food  drive  will  also  be  established  to  help  the  families  of  loggers 
prevented  from  working  during  the  ongoing  protests. 

Susana  Santos  and  Milton  Sahme  will  be  on  scene  to  answer  media  questions. 
For  directions  to  Anpo  Camp,  and  Updates,  contact  Mark  Lipe  at  (503) 
735-0453. 

Please  distribute  as  widely  as  possible. 

For  further  information  and  background  on  the  Anpo  issue  see 
http: //www. teleport . com/~amt /planet peace/ sacred_sites/anpo/ 

The  Press  Release  below  is  located  at 

http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/ sacred_sites/anpo/anpolll6. html 

In  the  Spirit  of  Friendship, 

Andrea 

Web-Diva,  Planet  Peace 

Andrea  Thein  "They  had  things  to  SAY. 

Director,  Planet  Peace  We  had  things  to  DO!" 

First  Nations  Community  Internet  Project  --Alvina  Lum,  Sinixt 
http : //www .teleport . com/~amt/ planet peace/  email : amt@teleport . com 
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"RE : US  Military  Involvement  in  Chiapas"  

Date:  Fri,  15  Nov  1996  21:44:46  -0800 

From:  moonlight@igc . ape . org(National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico, USA) 
Sub j : Action  Alert  on  US  military  involvement  in  Chiapas 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico 

601  N.  Cotton  Street,  #A103 

El  Paso,  Texas  79902 

phone/fax:  915-532-8382 

email:  moonlight@igc.apc.org 

ACTION  ALERT 

November  15,  1996 

The  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico  is  calling  on  all  people 
of  conscience  to  join  us  in  demanding  that  United  States  officials  be 
accountable  for  their  support  for  the  low-intensity  war  in  Mexico. 

Conditions  in  Chiapas  continue  to  worsen.  Political  violence  against  the 
indigenous  communities  and  NGOs  assisting  with  the  peace  process  continues 
to  escalate. 

In  the  past  week  three  campesinos  in  Chiapas  were  killed  during  an  attack 
by  state  and  federal  police  as  well  as  the  Mexican  military  as  a response 
to  the  campesinos'  non-violent  protest  for  higher  corn  prices.  The 
campesinos  were  surrounded  by  the  armed  forces,  which  were  supported  by 
two  helicopters,  and  which  used  heavy  artillery  weapons  and  tear  gas 
grenades  against  the  protesters. 

At  the  same  time  CONPAZ,  a leading  NGO  in  the  efforts  to  achieve  a 
peaceful  resolution  to  the  conflict  in  Chiapas,  has  been  terrorized.  The 
office  was  ransacked  and  burned;  their  administrator,  his  wife  and  two 
children  were  kidnapped  and  terrorized;  and  other  staff  received  more  than 
20  death  threats. 

This  violence  has  brought  the  peace  process  to  a stand  still,  and 
threatens  to  provoke  widespread  armed  engagement.  In  a recent  interview 


Subcomandante  Marcos  warned  that  the  coming  month  would  be  very  telling 
with  regard  to  the  future  of  the  peace  process  in  Mexico  as  the  government 
must  soon  decide  whether  it  was  opting  for  the  path  of  war  or  peace  with 
dignity.  He  further  explained  that  the  EZLN  was  prepared  to  respond  in 
either  case. 

We,  the  United  States  public,  have  an  obligation  to  demand  that  our 
authorities  answer  to  the  bloodshed  and  violence  being  promoted  in 
Chiapas.  The  helicopters  and  weaponry  used  against  the  campesinos  was 
provided  by  the  United  States  government.  Another  23  helicopters  are 
scheduled  for  delivery  to  Mexico  this  month. 

For  this  reason,  accompanying  this  action  alert  is  a sample  letter 
directed  at  Secretary  of  State  Warren  Christopher  and  Congressman  Tom 
Lantos,  head  of  the  Congressional  Human  Rights  Caucus.  We  ask  that  you 
join  us  in  sending  personal  letters  to  these  two  officials,  and  that  you 
also  encourage  representatives  of  other  local,  state  and  national 
organizations  to  express  their  outrage  and  concern. 

As  recent  events  demonstrate,  the  equipment  being  provided  under  the  guise 
of  fighting  drug  trafficking  is  being  used  against  the  people  of  Mexico  in 
violation  of  their  basic  human  rights.  The  United  States  government  and 
people  can  not  continue  to  be  accessories  to  murder,  torture,  rape  and 
other  political  violence. 

The  Honorable  Warren  Christopher 
Secretary  of  State 
Us  Department  of  State 
Washington,  DC  20520 

Dear  Mr.  Secretary: 

We  are  gravely  concerned  about  United  States  continued  military  support  to 
the  Mexican  government. 

The  peace  process  in  Southern  Mexico  is  in  jeopardy  due  to  the  continued 
violence  that  has  been  waged  against  the  indigenous  communities  and  NGOs 
involved  in  the  search  for  a peaceful  solution  to  the  region's  conflicts. 

During  the  past  week  three  campesinos  in  Chiapas  were  killed  during  an 
attack  by  state  and  federal  police  as  well  as  the  Mexican  military  as  a 
response  to  the  campesinos'  non-violent  protest  for  higher  corn  prices. 

The  campesinos  were  surrounded  by  the  armed  forces,  which  were  supported 
by  two  helicopters,  and  which  used  heavy  artillery  weapons  and  tear  gas 
grenades  against  the  protesters.  It  is  our  understanding  that  these 
helicopters  and  weaponry  have  been  part  of  the  equipment  provided  by  the 
United  States  to  the  Mexican  government. 

At  the  same  time  CONPAZ,  a leading  NGO  in  the  efforts  to  achieve  a 
peaceful  resolution  to  the  conflict  in  Chiapas,  has  been  terrorized.  The 
office  was  ransacked  and  burned;  their  administrator,  his  wife  and  two 
children  were  kidnapped  and  terrorized;  and  other  staff  received  more  than 
20  death  threats. 

This  violence  has  brought  the  peace  process  to  a stand  still,  and 
threatens  to  provoke  widespread  violence  and  economic  turmoil. 

Given  these  conditions,  it  is  imperative  that  the  United  States  suspend 
its  military  support  to  Mexico,  especially  the  scheduled  delivery  of  20 
Huey  helicopters.  As  recent  events  demonstrate,  it  is  highly  probable 
that  the  equipment  being  provided  under  the  guise  of  fighting  drug 
trafficking  is  being  used  against  the  people  of  Mexico  in  violation  of 
their  basic  human  rights.  Yet  the  great  majority  of  the  American  people 
are  not  aware  of  the  conditions  in  Mexico  nor  how  this  aid  is  being  used. 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  White  House  to  make  a full  disclosure  of 
United  States  involvement. 


Specifically  we  ask  that  you  conduct  a thorough  investigation  and  full 


disclosure  of  the  whereabouts  and  use  of  all  military  equipment,  weapons, 
and  funds  provided  by  the  United  States  to  any  entity  within  the  Mexican 
government  during  the  past  three  years.  In  addition  we  ask  that  you 
provide  this  information  to  human  rights  groups  in  the  United  States. 

We  look  forward  to  your  quick  response  and  action  to  these  grave  issues. 

Sincerely, 

cc:  Congressman  Tom  Lantos 
California,  12th  District 
Human  Rights  Caucus  Co-Chair 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
2217  Rayburn  Building 
Washington,  DC  20515 
(202)  225-3531 
talk2tom@hr.house.gov 

"RE : Mexico/Quebec  Natural  Gas  Compacts"  

Date:  Fri,  15  Nov  1996  12:26:43  -0800 

From:  nfnena@igc.apc.org  (Native  Forest  Network-ENA) 

Subject:  Mexico/Quebec  Natural  Gas  Compacts  threaten  Selva  Lacandon  (Mexico) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

ALERT  from  the  Native  Forest  Network: 

MEXICO  AND  QUEBEC  SIGN  NATURAL  GAS  AGREEMENTS 
Reuters  news  agency  reported  that  on  5 November,  1996  Quebec  (Canada) 
government  and  business  organizations  signed  agreements  with  Mexico  to 
provide  support  in  natural  gas  technology  and  financing. 

Organizations  signing  accords  include  Hydro  Quebec  International  with 
Mexico's  Federal  Electricity  Commission  and  the  Quebec  Association  for 
Energy  Efficiency  with  Mexico's  Trust  for  Energy  Savings. 

Luc  Thibault,  vice-president  of  state-owned  power  company's  America  Latina 
Hydro  Quebec  International  said,  "The  strategic  alliance  will  allow  Mexico 
to  shift  its  technological  development  to  foster  the  use  of  natural  gas." 

Thibault  said  technical  capacity  from  the  province's  companies  will  enable 
Mexico  to  expand  its  natural  gas  production  in  the  face  of  rising  demand, 
(end  paraphrase  of  Reuters  release) 

Orin  Langelle  of  the  Native  Forest  Network  says  of  the  agreements,  "We 
find  this  alarming.  Hydro  Quebec  (HQ)  is  responsible,  with  their  large 
hydroelectric  projects  in  Quebec,  for  denigrating  the  environment  and 
destroying  indigenous  culture  for  years  now.  The  consequences  of  HQ 
International  making  deals  with  the  Mexican  government  further  blackens 
the  picture  for  the  indigenous  people  of  Chiapas  and  could  have  disastrous 
results  to  the  Selva  Lacandon,  which  appears  to  be  under  consideration  for 
natural  gas  extraction." 

The  Selva  Lacandon  is  one  of  North  America's  last  remaining  tropical 
rainforests  and  many  of  the  indigenous  people  in  the  region  have  been 
involved  in  an  uprising  under  the  banner  of  Zapatista  National  Liberation 
Army  (EZLN) . 

In  a documentary  and  fact  finding  expedition  to  Chiapas  in  April  of  1996, 
Langelle  and  members  of  the  Native  Forest  Network  interviewed  John  Ross, 
Mexican  journalist  and  author  of  "Rebellion  from  the  Roots."  Ross  was 
interviewed  in  the  EZLN  rebel  territory  of  La  Realidad.  When  asked  of 
petroleum  finds  in  the  Selva  Lacandon,  Ross  said,  "Oil  is  an  issue  but 
it's  not  quite  oil.  From  what  we've  been  able  to  determine  it  seems  to  be 
much  more  a question  of  natural  gas,  which  goes  hand  in  hand  with  oil. 

Where  you  find  oil,  you  find  natural  gas.  Mexico  is  committed  to  convert 
to  natural  gas  by  1998  and  a lot  of  infrastructure  investment  depends  on 
developing  new  natural  gas  deals." 

Ross  explains,  "On... the  west  side  of  the  jungle  where  the  Zapatista 
conflict  is  taking  place,  there  are  a number  of  drilling  stations  and 


they're  all  capped,  which  has  always  led  us  to  wonder  what  was  going  on 
here.  Particularly,  the  station  that  I site  in  articles  I've  written 
recently  is  the  Na  Suret  station,  which  is  four  holes  that  were  drilled 
in  1990  and  1991  in  the  Sierra  Corralchen.  The  jungle  is  divided  into 
canyons  or  canadas  and  so  its  in  the  Canada  on  the  other  side  of  the 
mountains  of  the  Sierra  Corralchen.  It  is  interesting  to  us  that  the 
first  confrontation  between  the  Mexican  military  and  the  EZLN  took 
place...  (in)  May  of  1993,  six  or  seven  months  before  the  rebellion 
actually  exploded  and  (the  first  confrontation)  took  place  on  the  road  to 
the  Na  Suret  drilling  station,  which  is  protected  by  military  troops. 

Most  PEMEX  exploration  stations  are  protected  by  troops.  The  troops  that 
actually  participated  in  the  confrontation  had  been  brought  into  the 
area . " 

Ross  continues,  "Oil  is  national  security  property  in  Mexico,  so  it's 
natural  that  that  confrontation  would  have  taken  place  in  and  around  that 
area.  They  were  clearly  worried  about  that  well.  As  I say  the  wells  were 
drilled  in  1990,  1991  and  capped  and  it  has  always  puzzled  us  as  to  why 
they  were  (there) .. .NaSuret  wasn't  producing  more  than  400  barrels  of  oil 
a day  when  it  was  capped.  But  it  was  producing  well  over  a million  cubic 
feet  of  natural  gas  each  day.  We  have  this  tendency  to  think  that 
petroleum  is  the  whole  game.  A million  feet  is  not  the  biggest  find  in 
the  world  but  it  indicates  that  there's  more  stuff  around." 

"The  problem  is  of  course  you  can't  get  petroleum  or  natural  gas  out  of 
where  it  is  unless  you  have  some  infrastructure  built  and  it's  really 
difficult  to  build  inf rastructure  in  the  middle  of  a rebellion.  So  the 
social  problems  in  this  area  have  in  a sense  restricted  this  exploitation 
of  petroleum,"  said  Ross. 

Information  via: 

NATIVE  FOREST  NETWORK 

Eastern  North  America  Resource  Center 

POB  57 

Burlington,  VT  05402  USA 
phone:  (802)863-0571 
Fax:  (802)863-2532 

Email  nfnena@igc.apc.org 

Thanks  to  Friends  of  Nitassinan  for  Reuters  information 

"RE : Innu  Nation  Environmental  lob"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Nov  1996  07:58:58  -0400 
From:  es051322@orion .yorku . ca  (Larry  Innes) 

Sub j : Dob  Opportunity:  Innu  Nation  Environmental  Advisor 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Dob  Opportunity: 

INNU  NATION  ENVIRONMENTAL  ADVISOR 

The  Innu  Nation  has  an  immediate  need  for  an  Environmental  Advisor. 

The  workload  is  incredible  but  so  are  the  opportunities.  The  successful 
candidate  will  work  directly  with  the  Directors  of  Innu  Rights  and 
Environment  and  the  Innu  Nation  land  rights  negotiation  team  in  the  areas 
of  environmental  research,  analysis  and  policy  development.  The 
Environmental  Advisor  will  research,  document  and  analyze  current  and 
planned  development  activities  in  Innu  territory,  and  will  assist  the  Innu 
Nation  in  developing  strategic  responses  to  these  developments. 

You  must  be  self-motivated  and  good  at  working  independently  and  as  a 
member  of  a team.  A willingness  to  listen  and  learn,  and  a good  sense  of 
humour,  are  definite  assets.  The  successful  candidate  will  be  respectful 
and  supportive  of  Innu  decision-making  processes,  and  have  the  ability  to 
offer  advice  without  pushing  your  views  or  recommendations  too  strongly. 
You  must  be  able  to  work  in  an  atmosphere  where  too  much  work  is  faced  by 
too  few  people  in  a non-traditional  office  environment,  and  have  the 
ability  to  make  progress  on  long  term  projects  while  responding  to 


immediate  needs.  A flexible  lifestyle  and  the  ability  to  travel  frequently 
on  short  notice  is  also  required. 

An  awareness  of  Aboriginal  issues  and  aspirations,  and  a demonstrated 
commitment  to  Aboriginal  rights,  environmental  protection  and  social 
justice  are  necessary  prerequisites.  Candidates  must  also  possess  excellent 
research  and  analysis  skills,  effective  communication  and  organizational 
abilities,  and  the  ability  to  quickly  and  accurately  assess  information 
while  worki 
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Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  , don. rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Grandfather ' s spirits  serve  others  as  well  as  the  Indian.  We  are  the 
keepers  of  certain  areas  of  knowledge,  and  we  are  to  share  for  the 
good  of  mankind." 

"We  do  not  turn  our  backs  to  please  even  those  of  our  own  people  who  do 
not  agree." 

Fools  Crow 


+-  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe,  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  j 
| of  the  Republic  \ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  Warm  Springs  Tribe  is  fighting  the  Treaty  of  1865.  Senator  Mark 

Hatfield  of  Oregon  tried  to  put  through  SB  2102  to  nullify  the  treaty  but 

it  failed. 

The  governor  of  Oregon,  Gov.  John  Kitzhaber  was  against  the  passage 
stating,  "Clearly,  the  1865  Treaty  was  NOT  a proud  moment  in  our  nation's 
history,  nevertheless  this  treaty  has  been  in  existence  131  years  and 
agreements  and  understandings  on  the  affected  lands  have  evolved  on  its 
basis . " 

The  fear  was  that  if  the  treaty  was  nullified  the  tribe  would  be  allowed 
to  hunt  game  on  millions  of  acres  without  having  to  follow  Oregon  Fish  and 
Game  laws. 

Ask  yourself  if  the  United  States  makes  similar  arbitrary  decisions 
regarding  its  treaties  with  Britain,  France,  Japan  or  Canada.  Ask  yourself 
what  would  happen  if  the  United  States  or  Canada  were  as  capricious  with 
their  international  treaties  as  they  are  with  their  intra-nations  treaties 
with  their  own  sovereign  First  Nations. 

The  truth  is  not  that  difficult  to  determine.  The  truth  is  the  "Indian 
Question"  is  still  being  asked  and  still  being  answered  the  same  tired  way. 
Cultural  and  actual  genocide  are  just  more  subtle  in  these  days  of  grand 
enlightenment . 

Have  you  written  or  called  seeking  to  free  Leonard  Peltier  this  week? 
Peace!  Night  Owl 

Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  - 
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- Michele  Ludlam 

- President  Remarks  to  Parliament 

- LPDC  Holiday  Update 

- Cherokee  Housing  Authority 

- Wichita  North  Redskins 

- Eagles  Killed  for  Profit 

- High  Rate  of  TB  Among  Natives 
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- It's  A Matter  Of  Opinion 

- Red  Ink 

- Summer  Research  for  Undergraduates 

- University  Position 

- Poem:  Earth  Lessons 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

— "RE:  A New  Pride  For  Everyone"  

Date:  Thu,  21  Nov  1996  22:37:48,  -0500 
From:  Frederick  Sinkevich  <fasst6@unixs . cis . pitt . edu> 

Sub j : Message 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- 1996  NWT  Alcohol  & Drug  Survey 

- Voisey  Bay  Agreement  Reached 

- Chippewa  Tribe  Government  Reform 

- Casino  Closure  Threatened 

- Leech  Lake  State  of  the  Rez 
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- Nunavut  Leaders  Support  Gender  Parity 
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UUCP  email 


O'siyo!  I have  been  given  the  following  message  given  by  Sidney  Keith,  a 
Sacred  Lakota  Medicine  Man.  This  man,  is  the  one  you  might  recall  who  does 
in  August,  the  Traditional  Sun  Dance,  up  at  Green  Grass.  He  has  fought  all 
his  life  as  a Traditional.  Hear  his  words  well. 

A New  Pride  For  Everyone 

"Racism  is  as  old  an  issue  as  the  arrival  of  Columbus  to  our  sacred  land 
and  it  will  take  some  doing  to  say  anything  new  about  it.  We  have  a higher 
than  average  dose  in  the  Rapid  City  area,  like  an  epidemic  that  never  dies 
down.  I have  thought  about  racism  for  some  time  now.  I've  had  74  years  to 
experience  it  and  I have  learned,  for  myself,  to  resolve  it  inside  my  own 
heart.  This  has  not  stopped  the  storekeepers  from  mistreating  my  elders, 
the  schools  from  abusing  my  children  or  the  law  from  denying  my  People  the 
same  rights  everyone  else  has.  But,  maybe  it  provides  a model  for  future 
action . 

Nothing  changes  unless  there  is  first  change  in  the  human  heart.  We  may 
as  well  talk  to  the  wind,  which  will  understand  better,  than  talk  to  people 
with  closed  minds  and  stiffened  hearts.  There  are  the  three  options  of 
education,  violence  and  law,  to  work  with  toward  just  treatment  of  our 
Indian  People,  and  so  far  all  have  been  found  lacking.  Education  has 
fallen  on  deaf  ears,  violence  only  hardens  hearts  and  law  is  only  as  good 
as  those  who  enforce  it. 

No  matter  its  limitations,  education  will  have  to  be  our  chosen  course 
if  we  hope  to  see  any  changes,  but  it  will  have  to  be  done  in  a new  way 
with  a special  new  twist.  Classes  on  the  validity  and  beauty  of  Lakota, 
and  general  Native  American  ways  must  be  part  of  every  grade  level  course 
from  pre-school  to  graduate.  But  this  is  just  the  first  step.  Side  by 
side  must  be  lessons  on  self-acceptance  of  each  non-Indian  student's 
culture,  with  homework  requiring  these  students  find  out  the  customs  that 
he  or  she  can  be  proud  of,  too.  It  is  only  those  who  do  not  know  the 
meaning  or  beauty  of  their  own  cultures  who  strike  out  against  the  ways  of 
others . 

I call  upon  educators  at  every  level  to  develop  pride  in  the  hearts  of 
all  our  growing  young  ones  of  every  race,  and  then  there  will  be  vital 
changes.  No  longer  will  racial  difference  be  an  excuse  for  hatred  and 
spite,  but  a reason  for  sharing  the  wonderful  diversity  that  covers  our 
planet . 

To  paraphrase  our  great  leader.  Sitting  Bull,  if  the  Creator  did  not 
want  variety,  he  would  have  made  all  crows.  Instead,  he  made  eagles  and 
meadowlarks,  ravens  and  swallows. 

I still  look  for  that  day  we'll  all  live  the  way  the  Creator  had  in 
mind . " 


"RE : Letter  from  Leonard"  

Date:  Sat,  23  Nov  1996  15:25:00  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom(3prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Letter  from  Leonard: 

UUCP  email 

This  comes  from  the  newsletter  of  the  LPDC,  _Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse_.  To 
support  the  LPDC,  plus  receive  this  newsletter,  subscribe  by  sending  $12,  to 
LPDC;  Box  583;  Lawrence,  Kansas;  66044.  It  is  published  6 times  a year,  and 
always  has  a letter  from  Leonard  in  it.  This  issues  letter,  which  I just 
received  today,  follows: 

Greetings  my  Friends  and  Supporters, 

Despite  the  cold  of  impending  winter,  my  heart  has  been  warmed  by  the 
incredible  amount  of  hard  work,  friendship,  and  support  that  you,  my 
friends,  have  shown  me  over  the  past  several  months.  The  unwanted  transfer 
to  Springfield  and  ensuing  harassment  I suffered  as  prison  officials  kept  me 


locked  in  solitary  confinement  ended  due  to  public  pressure.  Your  phone 
calls,  faxes  and  letters  prevented  the  possibility  of  many  more  days  and 
nights  in  the  Hole.  Although  I am  still  in  pain  and  remain  unable  to  fully 
use  my  jaw,  I believe  that  undergoing  additional  treatment  without  access  to 
my  medical  records  and  with  surgeons  unable  to  agree  on  the  problem  and  how 
to  treat  it  would  have  been  a serious  mistake.  Thank  you  for  standing 
behind  me. 

My  hope  now  is  that  those  same  efforts  will  continue  and  grow  stronger  in 
our  long,  hard  battle  to  win  executive  clemency.  From  Election  Day  to  the 
Inauguration  we  must  be  able  to  apply  more  pressure  than  ever  before.  This 
will  be  the  most  opportune  time  for  the  President  to  act  on  the  Clemency 
petition  which  has  now  been  pending  for  three  years.  Please  continue  your 
letter  writing,  phone  calls  and  faxes  to  the  Justice  Department  as  well  as 
your  elected  representatives  in  the  House  and  Senate. 

Another  way  to  help  us  promote  the  Clemency  campaign  is  to  participate  in 
our  November  Week  Of  Action  which  begins  on  the  12th  and  culminates  on  the 

19th  with  a World  Day  of  Prayer.  We  will  offer  prayers  for  all  those  lost 

in  the  struggle,  including  Joseph  Stuntz,  and  agents  Jack  Coler  and  Ronald 
Williams.  We  will  pray  for  the  loss  of  life  as  we  respectfully  honor  all 
victims  and  families  that  have  suffered  and  are  hurting  from  denied 
relationships  with  their  loved  ones.  And  we  will  prayer  that  our  country's 
leader  will  have  the  integrity,  compassion,  and  fortitude  to  make  the  right 
decision  when  JUSTICE  is  involved. 

As  we  once  again  begin  the  holiday  season,  I pray  that  you  will  remember 
those  less  fortunate.  Please  remember  the  stories  you  will  read  in  this 
publication:  the  Western  Shoshone,  the  Dine,  activists  like  Judi  Barr.  PRAY 
for  peace  and  harmony.  FIGHT  against  police  brutality  and  racist 
repression.  GIVE  to  those  in  need.  I remain  optimistic  that  I will  spend 

the  holidays  with  my  grandchildren.  I am  relying  on  all  of  you  to  make  my 

dream  come  true. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazyhorse:  Leonard  Peltier 

"RE : Peltier  Prayer  Vigil  in  D.C."  

Date:  Wed,  20  Nov  1996  14:03:03  -0500 
From:  Scott  Tippetts  <TIPPETTS@mail.pire.org> 

Sub j : report  on  Peltier  Prayer  Vigil  in  D.C. 

UUCP  email 
Siyo  Friends, 

On  Tuesday  November  19th,  there  was  a Prayer  Vigil  to  Free  Leonard 
Peltier,  on  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  White  House  (and  at  other 
locations  as  well,  in  solidarity) . The  date  was  selected  to  commemorate 
the  3 year  anniversary  of  the  filing  for  Executive  Clemency  by  Ramsey 
Clark  (former  US  Attorney  General). 

There  were  approximately  40  people  in  attendance  here  in  D.C.,  mostly 
from  Virginia  and  West  Virginia,  and  about  10  people  from  Maryland  (more 
on  that  later) . We  mingled  for  about  an  hour,  renewing  old  acquaintances 
and  making  new  ones.  About  4pm  or  so,  we  gathered  in  a circle,  while  a 
native  elder  passed  around  inside  the  circle  smudging.  One  woman  passed 
around  ribbon/pins  made  of  the  four  colors  (white,  yellow,  red,  and  black), 
to  pin  on. 

Ron  Lessard  (LPDC  member,  and  Leonard's  official  lobbyist)  addressed  the 
gathering,  and  passed  around  two  recent  photos  of  Leonard.  Ron  reminded 
us,  as  he  usually  does  at  these  gatherings,  that  as  cold  or  inconvenient 
as  it  may  be  for  us  to  be  here,  our  worst  day  here  is  still  better  than 
Leonard's  best  day  inside  the  iron  cage.  Prayers  were  offered,  and  3 or  4 
others  offered  comments,  expressing  their  feelings  and  encouragement.  All 
emphasized  the  spiritual  side  of  the  struggle,  and  the  importance  of 
prayer  in  addition  to  the  political,  legal,  and  public  relations 
activities . 

Then  a drum  was  brought  into  circle.  Everyone  was  invited  to  make  a 
tobacco  offering,  sprinkling  a small  amount  of  tobacco  over  the  drum's 
surface.  Those  who  had  brought  tobacco  shared  with  the  rest,  so  each 


person  was  able  to  make  an  offering.  The  group  then  sang  the  AIM  song, 
and  then  the  honoring  song  for  Leonard. 

After  more  sharing  of  thoughts,  we  lit  the  candles.  After  a while,  we 
sang  Leonard's  song  again,  and  seven  luminaries  were  lit  (one  for  each  of 
the  seven  clans)  and  placed  out  on  the  sidewalk  around  the  edge  of  the 
group.  We  then  spent  a while  enjoying  each  other's  company,  sharing  in 
the  spirit  of  our  collective  prayers,  chatting  and  meeting  new  people,  or 
getting  caught  up  with  acquaintances  made  at  previous  gatherings.  When  we 
parted  company,  the  collective  mood  was  positive  and  the  energy  of  re- 
dedication buoyed  us  for  our  journeys  home. 

On  a more  personal  note,  I was  surprised  and  delighted  to  meet  about  8 
high  school  students  from  Ellicott  City  Maryland  (very  near  where  I live). 
For  a number  of  years  a high  school  teacher  there  has  been  teaching  his 
classes  about  Leonard's  struggle,  and  gathering  petitions;  he  and  I were 
completely  unaware  of  each  other's  activities  until  last  month,  when  we 
met  at  a forum  about  Peltier  that  I presented  at  the  public  library.  For 
many  years,  each  of  us  had  thought  we  were  "islands"  of  support,  working 
pretty  much  alone  (the  Baltimore  LPSG  being,  urn,  dormant/nonexistent  for 
many  years) . We  are  hoping  to  "congeal"  our  energies,  and  help  strengthen 
the  newly  revived  Baltimore  group. 

--Scott  Tippetts 

"RE : Michele  Ludlam"  

Date:  Mon,  25  Nov  1996  21:11:34  -0700 

From:  Chuck  McAfee  <cmcafee@spot . Colorado . EDU> 

Sub j : Michele  Ludlam 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

As  many  of  you  know,  a student  was  seriously  injured  in  an  accident  as 
she  was  on  her  way  to  Salt  Lake  City  to  participate  in  the  AISES  National 
Conference.  Here  is  some  more  information  about  her. 

Her  name  is  Michele  Ludlam.  She  is  a Senior  at  Ganado  High  School  in 
Ganado,  Arizona. 

Michele  is  a very  successful  and  active  student  --  she  is  a cheerleader, 
edits  the  school  yearbook,  is  the  current  valedictorian  in  her  school.  She 
is  described  as  "a  very  unselfish  person,  college  bound,  focused  on 
academics."  She  is  planning  to  attend  college  when  she  graduates,  possibly 
at  BYU. 

Michele's  injuries  in  the  accident  are  very  serious.  Her  arm  was  amputated 
between  her  shoulder  and  her  elbow.  In  addition,  she  has  had  to  have  her 
knee  cap  replaced.  She  is  very  positive  and  upbeat,  but  she  is  in  great 
physical  pain  and  has  much  healing  ahead  of  her. 

Michele  has  three  brothers  and  three  sisters.  Her  mother  is  Delfine  Ludlam 
PO  Box  388,  Ganado  AZ  86505. 

She  is  currently  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico  hospital,  and  will  soon 
be  moving  to  Carrie  Tingley  Hospital  in  Albuquerque. 

The  Chair  of  the  AISES  Board  of  Directors,  Sandra  Begay-Campbell,  is  in 
direct  contact  with  Michele  and  her  mother.  We  are  asking  that  you  send  your 
cards  and  letters  for  Michele  to  AISES;  we  will  send  them  to  Sandra  who  will 
in  turn  hand-carry  them  to  Michele  and  her  mother.  Similarly,  please  send 
e-mail  messages  to  AISES;  we  will  forward  them  to  Sandra,  and  she  will  print 
them  for  Michele. 

Michele's  uncle  is  establishing  a fund  for  Michele.  If  you  wish  to 
contribute,  please  send  your  contribution  to  AISES  so  that,  again,  we  can 
package  your  contributions  and  forward  them  to  Sandra  for  personal 
presentation  to  Michele  from  her  AISES  family. 

While  you  are  thinking  of  Michele,  please  keep  Lawrence  Lano  in  your  heart 
and  minds  as  well.  Lawrence  was  driving  the  van  that  struck  a dead  horse 
lying  in  the  road,  leading  to  Michele's  injuries.  Lawrence's  two  teenage 
children  were  also  in  the  van.  This  is  a very  difficult  time  for  Lawrence 
and  his  children  as  they  deal  with  the  aftermath  of  this  tragic  accident. 

You  may  leave  messages  for  Lawrence  and  his  children  at  520-755-3239,  in 
Ganado. 


Here  are  addresses  for  your  messages  and  contributions  to  Michele: 
Michele  Ludlam 
c/o  AISES 

5661  Airport  Boulevard 
Boulder  CO  80301 

cmcaf ee@spot .colorado.edu 

Thank  you  for  your  good  thoughts  for  Michele  and  for  Lawrence  and  his 
children.  This  is  a very  difficult  time  for  them  and  for  their  families. 
Sincerely, 

Chuck  McAfee 

AISES  Headquarters,  Boulder  CO 
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Note:  I lack  reliable  access  to  newsgroups,  so  please 
reply  by  e-mail  to:  ScottRobertLadd@juno.com. 

The  following  speech,  by  U.S.  President  Clinton  before  the  Australian 
Parliament,  illustrates  the  continued  mythologizing  of  Western 
Democracies.  As  with  his  campaign  speeches,  Mr.  Clinton  adamantly 
opposes  social  and  political  divisions  based  on  ethnicity. 

Native  peoples  will  NOT  find  justice  from  this  man  and  those  who 
think  like  him. 

- Scott 

Begin  forwarded  message  

From:  The  White  House  <Publications-Admin@WhiteHouse .Gov> 
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For  Immediate  Release  November  20,  1996 

REMARKS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT 
TO  PARLIAMENT 
Parliament  House 
Canberra,  Australia 

4:10  P.M.  (L) 

THE  PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  Mr.  Speaker,  Madam  President  of  the 
Senate,  to  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  all  the  members  of  the  Senate 
and  House,  and  ladies  and  gentlemen  here  assembled:  Let  me  begin.  Prime 
Minister,  by  thanking  you,  the  people  of  Canberra  and  all  of  Australia  for 
the  absolutely  tremendous  welcome  that  Hillary  and  I and  the  entire 
American  delegation  have  received.  I know  this  is  called  the  Land  Down 
Under,  but  after  only  a day,  we  all  feel  like  we're  on  top  of  the  world, 
and  I thank  you  for  that.  (Laughter.) 

I appreciate  the  opportunity  to  speak  to  you  in  this  great  hall  of 
democracy.  Your  Prime  Minister,  Sir  Robert  Menzies,  was  one  of  the  very 
few  world  leaders  to  address  our  United  States  Congress  twice.  Now,  I 
give  you  that  fact  as  a point  of  interest,  not  a pitch  for  a return 
engagement  here.  (Laughter.) 

Forty-one  years  ago  today  --  not  today,  41  years  ago  this  year,  here  is 
what  he  said  to  our  people:  "We  have,  with  your  great  country,  as  a 
result  of  war  as  well  as  of  peace,  a tie  which  I believe  to  be  unbreakable 
and  a degree  of  affectionate,  simple  understanding  which  I do  not  believe 
can  be  surpassed  between  any  two  countries  of  the  world." 


Today,  41  years  later,  the  Prime  Minister's  insight  still  holds.  The 
ties  between  us  span  more  than  200  years.  In  1792,  an  American  ship  named 
for  brotherhood  --  the  Philadelphia  --  arrived  at  Port  lackson  with 
supplies  that  helped  to  save  the  colonists  from  starvation.  Former  Prime 
Minister  Frasier  noted  that  the  beef  that  the  Philadelphia  carried  had 
been  on  board  for  nine  months  --  (laughter)  --  well-cured  he  called  it. 
(Laughter. ) 

Well,  my  friends,  two  centuries  later,  our  friendship,  tested  in  war  and 
seasoned  in  peace,  has  also  become  well-cured.  Our  people  have  built 
bridges  of  commerce  and  culture,  friendship  and  trust,  reaching  over  the 
greatest  expanse  of  ocean  on  Earth.  The  United  States  is  proud  to  be 
Australia's  largest  foreign  investor  and  largest  trading  partner.  We  are 
also  proud  of  the  wars  we  have  fought  together  and  the  peace  we  have 
fought  to  sustain  together. 

The  great  diversity  of  our  ties  was  born  of  shared  experience  and  common 
values.  Our  pioneers  both  settled  vast  frontiers  and  built  free  nations 
across  entire  continents.  In  one  another,  I really  believe  we  see  a 
distant  mirror  of  our  better  selves  --  reflections  of  liberty  and  decency, 
of  openness  and  vitality.  In  this  century,  our  bonds  have  truly  been 
forged  in  the  fires  of  wars  --  war  after  war  after  war.  Together  we 
carried  liberty's  torch  in  the  darkest  nights  of  the  20th  century. 

My  message  to  you  today  is  that  together  we  must  embrace  the  dawn  of 
this  new  century  together  and  we  must  make  the  most  of  it  together.  We 
carried  a torch  through  the  night;  now  we  can  create  the  dawn  our  children 
deserve. 

For  Australia's  strength  and  sacrifice  through  these  many  struggles,  for 
your  fierce  love  of  liberty  and  your  unfailing  friendship  to  the  United 
States,  the  American  people  thank  you.  And  the  American  people  look 
forward  with  you  to  this  new  era  of  freedom  and  possibilities.  After  all, 
our  nations  are  at  peace,  our  economies  are  strong.  The  ideas  we  have 
struggled  for  --  freedom  of  religion,  speech  and  assembly,  open  markets, 
tolerance  --  they're  more  and  more  the  habits  of  all  humanity.  For  the 
first  time  in  all  history,  two-thirds  of  all  the  nations  on  this  Earth  and 
more  than  half  the  people  alive  today  are  ruled  by  governments  picked  by 
their  own  people.  The  rigid  blocks  and  barriers  that  too  long  defined  the 
world  are  giving  way  to  an  era  of  breathtaking  expansion  of  information 
technology  and  information. 

And  because  of  these  things,  we  now  have  a chance,  greater  than  any 
generation  of  people  who  ever  lived  before  us,  to  give  more  and  more 
people  the  opportunity  to  realize  their  God-given  potential,  to  live  their 
own  dreams,  not  someone  else's  plan. 

But  this  chance  we  have  is  nothing  more  than  that.  It  is  a chance,  not 
a guarantee.  For  all  its  promise,  we  know  this  new  century  will  not  be 
free  of  peril,  and  therefore,  we  know  that  our  freedom  still  requires  our 
responsibility.  Nations  and  people  still  will  be  tempted  to  fight  wars 
for  territory,  or  out  of  ethnic,  religious  or  racial  hatred. 

As  I told  the  American  people  over  and  over  again  during  the  recent 
election  campaign,  it  was  literally  heartbreaking  to  me  to  think  of  how 
much  of  their  time  I had  to  spend  dealing  with  people  who  still  believe 
it's  all  right  to  murder  each  other  and  each  other's  children  because  of 
their  racial,  their  religious,  their  ethnic,  their  tribal  differences. 

We  must  stand  against  that  and  the  example  of  how  we  live  together  must 
be  a rebuke  to  that  in  the  21st  century.  (Applause.) 

And  make  no  mistake  about  it,  there  is  a nexus  of  new  threats  -- 
terrorists,  rogue  states,  international  criminals,  drug  traffickers.  They, 
too,  menace  our  security,  and  they  will  do  more  of  it  in  the  new  century. 
They  will  be  all  the  more  lethal  if  they  gain  access  to  weapons  of  mass 
destruction,  whether  nuclear,  chemical  or  biological. 

Because  of  our  size,  our  strength,  our  prosperity  and  the  power  of  our 
example,  Australia  and  the  United  States  have  a special  responsibility, 
not  only  to  seize  the  opportunities,  but  to  move  against  the  new  threats 
of  the  21st  century.  Together  we  can  reduce  even  more  of  the  danger  of 
weapons  of  mass  destruction.  We  can  take  the  fight  to  the  terrorists  and 
the  drug  traffickers.  We  can  extend  the  reach  of  free  and  fair  trade.  We 
can  advance  democracy  around  the  world.  And,  yes,  we  can  prove  that  free 


societies  can  embrace  the  economic  and  social  changes,  and  the  ethnic, 
racial  and  religious  diversity  this  new  era  brings  and  come  out  stronger 
and  freer  than  ever. 

The  threat  of  nuclear  weapons  born  a half  century  ago  finally  is 
diminishing  as  a new  century  begins.  The  United  States  and  Russia  are 
reducing  our  arsenals,  pointing  our  weapons  away  from  one  another,  working 
to  safeguard  nuclear  materials  and  facilities.  Every  single  Australian 
should  be  very  proud  of  the  role  your  country  has  played  in  guiding  the 
world  toward  a more  secure  future. 

You  helped  lead  the  fight  to  extend  the  nonproliferation  treaty.  Your 
determined  diplomacy  brought  the  Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty  to  reality 
and  the  world  to  the  verge  of  banning  all  nuclear  testing  for  all  time. 
Every  nation  is  in  your  debt  for  that  achievement.  And  on  behalf,  again, 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  I say  thank  you. 

Now  we  must  pursue  together  our  remaining  arms  control  agenda  --  further 
reductions  in  Russia's  and  America's  arsenals  once  Russia  ratifies  START 
II;  a chemical  weapons  convention,  so  that  our  troops  never  face  poison 
gas  in  the  battlefield  and  our  people  never  fall  victim  to  it  in  a 
terrorist  attack;  a stronger  biological  weapons  convention,  so  that 
disease  is  never  used  as  a weapon  of  war;  a worldwide  ban  on  land  mines, 
so  that  all  our  children  can  walk  with  confidence  on  the  earth  beneath 
them.  (Applause.) 

As  we  deal  with  these  challenges  to  our  security  we  must  recognize  the 
new  ones  which  are  emerging  and  the  new  approaches  they  require. 

Terrorism,  international  crime  and  drug  trafficking  are  forces  of 
destruction  that  have  no  tolerance  for  national  borders.  Together  we  must 
show  zero  tolerance  for  them.  That  means  putting  pressure  on  rogue  states 
not  doing  business  with  them.  It's  very  difficult  to  do  business  by  day 
with  people  who  kill  innocent  civilians  by  night. 

It  means  giving  no  aid  and  quarter  to  terrorists  who  slaughter  the 
innocent  and  drug  traffickers  who  poison  our  children.  It  means,  in  short 
pursuing  a concerted  strategy  --  intelligence  and  police  cooperation 
worldwide,  coordinated  legal  action  in  every  country  to  stop  money 
laundering,  shut  down  gray  markets  for  guns  and  false  documents,  and 
increase  of  extraditions.  It  means  security  coordination  in  our  airports 
and  airplanes,  in  giving  each  in  our  own  nations  our  law  enforcement 
officials  the  tools  they  need  to  cooperate  and  to  succeed. 

The  measure  of  our  people's  security  includes  not  only  their  physical 
safety,  however,  but,  as  we  all  know,  their  economic  well-being.  Our  two 
countries  have  led  in  opening  markets  around  the  world  and  we  can  be 
pleased  with  our  progress.  Through  GATT,  the  WTO,  APEC  and  literally 
hundreds  of  smaller  accords,  we  are  moving  to  extend  the  reach  of  free  and 
fair  trade.  But  we  can  do  more,  issue  by  issue,  agreement  by  agreement. 

I am  determined  to  work  with  Congress  in  my  second  term  to  move  ahead 
boldly  on  market  opening  initiatives  around  the  world.  Decades  from  now  I 
want  people  to  say  that  our  generation  rose  to  the  challenge  of  creating  a 
new,  open  trading  system  for  the  21st  century.  If  we  do,  more  people  will 
have  good  jobs  and  better  lives  as  they  share  in  humanity's  genius  for 
progress.  Over  the  long-term  we  can  best  advance  the  security  and 
prosperity  we  seek  by  expanding  and  strengthening  not  only  trade,  but  the 
community  of  free  nations. 

The  tide  of  democracy  is  now  running  strong  and  deep.  Consider  this:  In 
just  the  past  few  weeks  the  people  of  Lithuania,  Bulgaria,  Romania, 
Moldova,  Nicaragua  and  Thailand  have  freely  elected  their  leaders  --  a 
prospect  literally  unimaginable  not  very  long  ago.  In  my  own  hemisphere 
every  nation  but  one  has  raised  freedom's  flag.  In  central  Europe  and  in 
Russia,  Ukraine  and  the  other  New  Independent  States  the  forces  of  reform 
have  earned  our  respect  and  deserve  our  continued  support. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  rise  of  nation  states  on  the  continent  of 
Europe  it  is  literally  conceivable  that  we  have  an  opportunity  --  a real 
and  tangible  opportunity  --  to  build  a continent  that  is  democratic, 
undivided  and  at  peace.  It  has  never  been  possible  before,  and  together 
we  can  achieve  it  now. 

Now,  I know  that  some  people  on  both  sides  of  the  Pacific  are  concerned 
that  America's  continuing  involvement  with  Europe  and  our  intense  renewed 


involvement  with  our  neighbors  in  Latin  America  will  lead  to  disengagement 
from  the  Asia  Pacific  region.  They  are  wrong.  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  if  I 
could  borrow  your  eloquent  phrase  --  at  least  I'm  giving  you  credit,  as  we 
politicians  don't  often  do  --  (laughter)  --  the  United  States  does  not 
need  to  choose  between  our  history  and  our  geography.  We  need  not  choose 
between  Europe  and  Asia.  In  a global  economy  with  global  security 
challenges,  America  must  look  to  the  East  no  less  than  to  the  West.  Our 
security  demands  it.  After  all,  we  fought  three  wars  here  in  living 
memory.  The  Cold  War's  last  frontier  lies  now  on  the  Korean  Peninsula. 

The  region  as  a whole  is  in  the  midst  of  profound  change.  So  our  security 
demands  it. 

Our  prosperity  requires  it.  One-third  of  our  exports  and  more  than  2 
million  American  jobs  depend  upon  our  trade  with  Asia.  Over  the  next 
decade,  Asia's  remarkable  growth  will  mean  ever-expanding  markets  for 
those  who  can  compete  in  them.  Our  future  cannot  be  secure  if  Asia's 
future  is  in  doubt. 

As  we  enter  the  21st  century,  therefore,  I say  to  you  that  America  not 
only  has  been,  she  is  and  will  remain  a Pacific  power.  We  want  America's 
involvement  and  influence  to  provide  the  stability  among  nations  which  is 
necessary  for  the  people  of  the  Asia  Pacific  region  to  make  the  routines 
of  normal  life  a reality  and  to  spur  the  economic  progress  that  will 
benefit  all  of  us. 

To  meet  those  challenges  of  stability,  we  are  now  pursuing  three 
objectives  --  stronger  alliances,  deeper  engagement  with  China,  and  a 
larger  community  of  democracies.  First,  we  share  the  view  of  almost  every 
nation  in  Asia  that  a strong  American  security  presence  remains  the 
bedrock  for  regional  stability.  We  will  maintain  about  100,000  troops 
across  the  Pacific,  just  as  we  maintain  about  100,000  troops  in  Europe. 

We  will  keep  them  well-trained,  well-equipped  and  well-prepared . We  will 
continue  to  revitalize  our  core  alliances  both  bilaterally  and  regionally. 

These  efforts,  let  me  say  clearly,  are  not  directed  against  any  nation. 
They  are  intended  to  advance  security  and  stability  for  everyone  so  that 
we  can  grow  together  and  work  together,  all  of  us  in  the  new  century. 

Our  alliance  with  a democratic,  prosperous  Japan  has  been  one  of  the 
great  achievements  of  the  postwar  period.  Last  spring,  after  more  than  a 
year's  hard  study  and  work.  Prime  Minister  Hashimoto  and  I signed  a new 
security  charter.  Japan's  continued  support  for  our  military  presence  and 
even  closer  links  between  our  armed  forces  will  enable  us  to  deepen  our 
cooperation  on  behalf  of  peace  and  stability  in  this  region  and  beyond. 

With  our  close  ally  in  South  Korea,  we're  working  to  reduce  tensions  on 
the  Korean  Peninsula  that  threaten  all  of  northeast  Asia.  We  must  give  new 
momentum  now  to  the  four-party  peace  talks  President  Kim  and  I proposed 
last  spring.  And  we  must  continue  our  work  to  dismantle  North  Korea's 
frozen  nuclear  program. 

We  are  reinforcing  our  security  ties  with  the  Philippines  and  Thailand, 
while  multiplying  the  power  of  our  troops  through  greater  access  to 
regional  military  facilities. 

And  finally  and  simply  put,  the  defense  links  between  the  United  States 
and  Australia  have  never  been  stronger  in  peacetime.  Mr.  Prime  Minister 
and  members  of  Parliament,  the  agreements  our  foreign  and  defense 
ministers  signed  this  summer  in  Sydney  authorized  the  largest  exercises 
involving  our  troops  since  World  War  II.  American  Marines  will  soon  begin 
training  in  northern  Australia.  And  we  are  deepening  our  already  strong 
security  cooperation.  Today  I say,  again,  with  utter  confidence,  our 
alliance  is  not  just  for  this  time,  it  is  for  all  time. 

As  we  work  nation  to  nation,  let  us  continue  to  build  a new  architecture 
for  regional  security  as  well  --  an  architecture  through  ASEAN  that  will 
strengthen  our  ability  to  confront  common  challenges.  Already  this  effort 
is  helping  to  diffuse  tensions  in  the  South  China  Sea  and  to  dispel 
distrust  across  the  region.  We  must  pursue  it  to  its  full  potential. 

Our  second  stabilizing  objective  is  deeper  engagement  with  China.  The 
direction  China  takes  in  the  years  to  come,  the  way  it  defines  its 
greatness  in  the  future  will  help  to  decide  whether  the  next  century  is 
one  of  conflict  or  cooperation.  The  emergence  of  a stable,  an  open,  a 
prosperous  China,  a strong  China  confident  of  its  place  in  the  world  and 


willing  to  assume  its  responsibilities  as  a great  nation  is  in  our  deepest 
interest . 

True  cooperation  is  both  possible  and  plainly  productive.  We  work 
closely  with  China  to  extend  a nuclear  nonproliferation  treaty  and  to 
secure  the  passage  of  a comprehensive  test  ban  treaty.  We  joined  to  shore 
up  peace  in  Cambodia  and  increased  stability  on  the  Korean  Peninsula. 

We're  making  progress  together  on  some  tough  issues,  from  nuclear 
technology  to  intellectual  property  rights. 

The  United  States  and  China  will  continue  to  have  important  differences, 
especially  in  the  area  of  human  rights,  and  we  will  continue  to  discuss 
them  candidly.  But  by  working  together  where  possible  and  dealing  with 
our  differences  openly  and  respectfully  when  necessary,  we  can  deepen  our 
dialogue  and  add  to  Asia's  stability.  I look  forward  to  doing  just  that 
when  I meet  for  the  fourth  time  with  President  Jiang  in  the  Philippines 
next  week. 

The  third  part  of  our  work  for  stability  is  support  for  the  advance  of 
democracy.  Our  two  nations  know  that  democracy  comes  in  many  forms. 

Neither  of  us  seeks  to  impose  our  own  vision  on  others,  but  we  also  share 
the  conviction  that  some  basic  rights  are  universal.  And  we  have  to 
decide  whether  we  believe  that.  I believe  everywhere  people  aspire  to  be 
treated  with  dignity,  to  give  voice  to  their  opinions,  to  choose  their  own 
leaders.  We  have  seen  these  dreams  realized  in  the  democratic  odyssey  of 
the  Asia  Pacific  from  Japan  to  South  Korea  to  Thailand  and  Mongolia. 

In  this  century  we  have  sacrificed  many  of  our  sons  and  daughters,  your 
nation  and  ours,  for  the  cause  of  freedom.  And  so  we  must  continue  to 
speak  for  the  cause  of  freedom  in  this  new  age  of  commerce  and  trade  and 
technology.  We  must  push  repressive  regimes  in  places  like  Burma  to 
pursue  reconciliation  and  genuine  political  dialogue.  We  must  assist  new 
democracies  like  Cambodia  by  encouraging  the  development  of  political 
parties  and  institutions. 

We  know  that  the  freer  and  better  educated  people  are,  the  more  creative 
they  become,  the  better  able  they  are  to  compete,  the  more  able  they  are 
to  satisfy  each  other's  deepest  wants  and  needs.  We  can  look  at  economic 
vitality  of  the  Philippines,  Thailand,  Taiwan  and  South  Korea  to  see  the 
proof  of  this  assertion. 

As  stability  extends  its  reach  and  strengthens  its  grip,  the  Pacific  may 
finally  be  able  to  live  up  to  its  name.  In  Cambodia  farmers  once  again 
till  the  land  that  had  become  horrific  killing  fields.  In  Vietnam, 
schoolchildren  can  worry  more  about  their  exams  than  about  the  war.  From 
Bangkok  to  Manila,  power  is  no  longer  used  against  the  people;  it  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  people. 

A generation  ago,  it  was  hard  to  imagine  how  rapidly  freedom  could  come 
to  these  nations,  how  rapidly  their  economies  could  grow.  But  freed  from 
the  threat  of  war,  unleashed  by  their  newfound  freedoms,  the  people  of 
this  region  have  built  among  the  greatest  success  stories  the  world  has 
ever  seen.  They  have  transformed  economic  wastelands  into  powerful 
engines  for  growth,  enriched  the  lives  of  millions  by  harnessing  the 
technology  of  change.  Today,  the  economies  of  the  Asia  Pacific  are 
clearly  the  most  dynamic  on  Earth. 

More  than  7 million  Americans  trace  their  roots  to  Asia.  Five  of  our 
states  touch  the  Pacific.  We  are  inexorably  linked  to  the  promise  of  the 
Asia  Pacific  region.  That's  why  in  the  first  year  of  my  term  I sought  to 
elevate  the  APEC  forum  that  began  right  here  in  Canberra  into  the  first- 
ever  meeting  of  Asian  Pacific  leaders.  At  our  inaugural  summit  in  Seattle, 
working  closely  with  your  former  Prime  Minister,  Paul  Keating,  we  agreed 
to  give  this  extraordinarily  diverse  region  a common  goal  --  to  work  as  a 
community  of  nations  committed  to  economic  integration. 

A year  later  in  Jakarta  we  made  a historic  commitment  --  free  trade  and 
investment  in  the  region  by  2020.  Some  said  that  was  an  illusory  vision. 
But  already  that  vision  is  becoming  a blueprint,  a blueprint  taking  shape 
as  concrete  commitments.  At  next  week's  leaders  meeting  Prime  Minister 
Howard  and  I hope  and  expect  that  APEC  will  give  a boost  to  specific 
market  opening  initiatives.  For  me,  I hope  that  means  unshackling  trade 
in  computers,  semiconductors  and  telecommunications,  the  high-tech  sectors 
of  the  future.  We  have  an  opportunity  to  set  an  example  for  the  rest  of 


the  world  and  we  ought  to  seize  it.  If  we  do,  the  nations  of  the  region 
will  benefit,  those  who  provide  the  services  and  those  who  receive  them. 

Progress,  after  all,  is  not  yet  everyone's  partner,  and  we  have  a 
responsibility  to  open  the  doors  of  opportunity  to  those  who  remain 
outside  the  global  economy.  For  example,  some  two-thirds  of  the  people  on 
our  planet  have  no  access  to  a telephone.  I found  that  hard  to  believe 
when  I saw  so  many  of  your  fellow  citizens  with  their  cell  phones  in  their 
hands  as  I drove  up  and  down  your  streets.  (Laugher.) 

More  than  half  the  people  of  the  world  are  two  days  walk  from  a 
telephone.  They  are  totally  disconnected  from  the  communications  and 
information  revolution  that  is  the  present  vehicle  for  human  progress  and 
possibility.  If  we  add  their  creative  energies  to  the  mix  which  now 
exists,  of  course,  they  will  gain  skills  and  jobs  and  greater  wealth,  but 
we  also  will  benefit  from  the  higher  growth  rates,  from  the  expanded 
markets  and  from  the  increasing  likelihood  that  those  people  will  find 
peaceful,  rather  than  warlike  ways,  to  release  their  energies.  We  can  do 
this  if  we  have  the  courage  not  to  retreat,  but  instead,  to  compete. 

At  this  year's  meeting  at  APEC  and  everywhere  I go,  I will  also  deliver 
again  a simple,  loud  and  clear  message:  The  United  States  is  more 
determined  than  ever  to  create  an  Asian  Pacific  community  of  shared 
efforts,  shared  benefits  and  shared  destiny.  The  interests  that  compel 
our  engagement  have  grown,  not  shrunk,  and  so  has  our  commitment  to  a 
Pacific  future. 

We  know  from  our  past  that  we  can  succeed,  that  we  are  equal  to  the 
difficulties  ahead.  I began  today  by  quoting  Prime  Minister  Menzies,  so 
let  me  conclude  by  returning  to  his  words.  He  said,  "The  world  needs 
every  scrap  of  democratic  strength  that  can  be  found  in  it  because  nobody, 
however  optimistic,  need  underestimate  the  measure  or  the  character  of 
danger  that  always  confronts  us.  It  is  not  merely  our  privilege  to  be 
strong,  it  is  our  duty  to  be  strong. 

The  world  needs  Australia.  The  world  needs  the  United  States.  It  needs 
us  together  as  partners  and  friends  and  allies.  We  have  stood  together  in 
the  hard  times  as  partners  and  friends.  Let  us  stand  together  and  work 
together  now  for  a new  future  of  peace  and  possibility  that  extends  to  our 
children  and  our  grandchildren  and  to  all  the  children  of  the  world. 

May  God  bless  Australia,  the  United  States  and  the  great  friendship 
between  our  nations.  Thank  you  very  much.  (Applause.) 

END  4:45  P.M.  (L) 

End  forwarded  message  

Scott  Robert  Ladd 

ScottRobertLadd@juno.com  957  Empire  Street 
voice:  +1  970  387  0271  P.O.  Box  617 

fax:  +1  970  387  0277  Silverton,  CO  81433  USA 

"RE : LPDC  Holiday  Update"  

Date:  Sun,  24  Nov  1996  13:45:03  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : UPDATE  from  the  National  Office:  by  Lisa  Faruolo 

UUCP  email 

This  comes  from  the  newsletter  of  the  LPDC,  _Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse_.  To 
support  the  LPDC,  plus  receive  this  newsletter,  subscribe  by  sending  $12,  to 
LPDC;  Box  583;  Lawrence,  Kansas;  66044.  It  is  published  6 times  a year;  it 
always  has  a letter  from  Leonard  in  it,  as  well  as  addressing  other  human 
rights  issues: 

+++++ 

Update  from  the  National  Office:  by  Lisa  Faruolo 

While  most  everyone  shops  for  holiday  gifts,  Leonard  Peltier  will  remain  in 
hell.  While  the  scent  of  cookies  fills  your  kitchen,  he  will  be  dreaming  of 
life  beyond  the  concrete  and  razor  wired  walls.  It's  very  easy  to  get 
sucked  into  the  "business"  of  the  holiday  season.  What  takes  courage  and 
dedication  is  honoring  its  true  meaning.  Regardless  of  one's  religion,  this 


time  of  year  is  symbolic  of  brother  and  sisterhood  like  no  other.  Why  then 
do  so  many  find  themselves  engrossed  in  what's  on  sale  at  the  local  Walmart 
than  how  to  save  the  life  of  an  innocent  man  who  continues  to  languish  in 
federal  prison?  He  is  counting  on  you,  those  committed  enough  to  read  this 
publication,  to  use  this  crucial  time  in  the  Clemency  Campaign  to  push  the 
President  with  every  ounce  of  strength  we  can  collectively  muster.  What 
better  gift  than  freedom? 

Three  years  have  been  spent  promoting  clemency.  In  that  time,  we  have  seen 
over  850,000  signatures  on  petitions  delivered  to  the  White  House.  So  many 
calls  were  made  to  the  White  House  Comment  Line  that  Leonard's  name  was  on  a 
"current  events"  type  sheet  to  make  it  easier  for  operators  to  log  calls. 
C_Span  covered  our  Freedom  Forum  airing  segments  for  three  days.  Senator 
Inouye  presented  the  case  on  the  Congressional  Record.  So  much  work  and  an 
enormous  amount  of  progress,  yet  the  decision  has  yet  to  be  made. 

It's  hit  hard  time.  It's  double  your  efforts  and  hang  up  the  gloves  time, 
and  I seriously  doubt  any  of  you  would  be  willing  to  forfeit  the  game.  A 
man's  life  is  at  stake.  And  we  believe  that's  a tad  more  important  than 
making  sure  the  decorations  are  just  right  around  the  front  window. 

The  holidays  are  a special  time,  but  only  if  we  make  a conscious  effort  to 
spend  them  in  a meaningful  way.  If  not,  they  become  just  more  wasted  time. 
The  LPDC  wishes  to  extend  its  warmest  wishes  to  the  entire  Network  for  a 
happy,  safe  and  PRODUCTIVE  holiday  season. 

"RE : Cherokee  Housing  Authority"  

Date:  Sat,  23  Nov  1996  15:22:02  -0600 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : Housing  Authority,  Council  fight  over  HUD  funds  at  council  meet 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  following  article  was  published  in  the  Tahlequah  Times  Dournal 
November  23,  1996.  It  was  written  by  Times-Dournal  Special  Writer, 

Connie  Webb. 

HOUSING  AUTHORITY,  COUNCIL  FIGHT  OVER  HUD  FUNDS  AT  COUNCIL  MEET 

Fearing  for  their  jobs  and  sporting  protest  buttons  renouncing  a 
Cherokee  Nation  takeover  of  the  Housing  Authority,  employees  of  the  HACN 
crowded  into  a meeting  hall  at  the  [Cherokee  Nation]  Tribal  Complex 
Thursday  night. 

On  the  agenda  of  the  tribe's  Executive  and  Finance  Committee  was  a 
proposal  that  would  make  the  Cherokee  Nation  the  recipient  of  federal 
funding  for  the  Native  American  housing  - a role  that  up  till  now  was  a 
function  of  the  tribe's  housing  authority. 

3oel  Thompson,  HACN  Executive  Director  opposes  the  resolution, 
which  would  effectively  take  away  from  him  exclusive  control  over  HUD 
money  and  give  it  to  the  Cherokee  Nation.  The  Nation  would  then 
appropriate  whatever  percentage  of  the  funding,  an  estimated  $60  million 
yearly,  they  choose  to  the  HACN  and  other  tribal  housing  programs.  The 
act  would  allow  the  tribe  to  collect  the  interest  on  the  HUD  funds  that 
would  accrue  while  the  money  was  in  the  bank. 

"The  act  gives  the  tribe  the  flexibility  to  appropriate  the  money 
to  any  housing  development  entity  they  choose,  in  any  amount  they 
choose,"  said  Charles  Head,  Program  Manager  for  the  tribe's  Community 
Development  Department. 

The  proposal  is  essential  in  that  soon  all  funding  that  will  come 
from  HUD  for  housing  will  be  in  the  form  of  block  grants,  said  Chief  Doe 
Byrd  who  supports  the  resolution. 

"This  initiative  deals  with  the  trust  responsibility  of  the  tribe's 
elected  officials"  [in  regards  to  federal  funding],  explained  Head. 

But  according  to  Thompson,  that  responsibility  transfers  to  the 
housing  authority.  Head  says  it  does  not. 

Tribal  Councilman  Don  Crittenden  asked  Thompson  if  it  was  possible 
for  the  HACN  to  go  private.  Thompson  said  he  didn't  believe  the  housing 
authority  could  go  private  but  it  could  become  more  self  sufficient. 


"By  our  mere  existence  we  are  a public  entity.  But  the  housing 
authority  cannot  exist  without  the  tribe." 

Thompson  said  if  the  tribe  became  the  recipient  of  the  funding 
instead  of  the  HACN,  it  would  jeopardize  housing  projects  that  were 
already  in  progress. 

Jennie  Battles,  Secretary/Treasurer  for  the  Cherokee  Nation, 
however,  said  that  was  not  the  case.  "The  law  mandates  the  first  thing 
we  do  with  [housing]  funds  is  to  fund  already  existing  programs." 

Tribal  Councilman  Bill  Baker  wanted  to  know  whether  the  tribe  would 
be  able  to  change  the  percentage  of  funds  they  give  to  the  housing 
authority.  According  to  Head,  once  the  tribe  becomes  the  recipient  of 
the  funds  they  can  give  however  much  they  chose  to  the  housing 
authority. 

"I  think  we  run  the  risk  of  making  the  housing  funds  a political 
football,"  stated  Baker  as  he  reclined  in  his  chair  and  propped  one  leg 
up  on  the  Council  table. 

"The  housing  plan  is  still  going  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
Council,"  said  Battles. 

Byrd  said  he  told  the  HACN  six  months  ago  that  they  needed  to  get 
together  and  discuss  the  issues  of  block  grants,  but  nothing  was  done. 

"With  all  due  respect,  it  doesn't  come  in  as  any  surprise  to  me 
that  community  development  hasn't  gotten  a response  from  the  housing 
authority,"  said  Tribal  Councilman  Troy  Wayne  Poteete.  "I  don't  get  any 
response  from  them  either  when  I call." 

Poteete  said  he  had  called  the  HACN  on  behalf  of  some  of  his 
constituents  who  were  needing  assistance  with  housing,  but  were  getting 
nowhere  with  the  HACN. 

Dorn  Nessi,  who  heads  the  HUD  Indian  Housing  Program  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  said  in  1995  he  tried  for  a year  and  a half  to  reach  Thompson  but 
was  not  successful. 

Tribal  Councilwoman  Barbara  Starr-Scott  said  she  had  visited  some 
of  the  homes  of  Cherokees  in  her  district  that  were  desperately  in  need 
of  repairs,  and  repeated  visits  to  those  homes  by  HACN  officials  had 
produced  nothing. 

"I  see  housing  authority  inspectors  driving  around  doing  nothing 
all  day,"  Scott  said.  "They're  too  busy  driving  around  to  do  the  jobs 
they  are  paid  to  do." 

Several  members  of  the  Tribal  Council,  two  of  which  are  on  the  HACN 
Board  of  Commissioners,  were  sporting  the  same  buttons  as  the  housing 
authority  employees  and  Thompson.  [Councilors]  Baker,  Lay  and  Sam  Ed 
Bush  wore  the  buttons  during  the  meeting. 

Scott  told  Lay  she  found  the  button  he  was  wearing  offensive. 
"Tough."  he  replied  to  her  amid  snickers  of  laughter  from  HACN  employees 
standing  behind  him. 

Lay  was  appointed  to  the  HACN  Board  of  Commissioners  by  Chief  Byrd 
last  year.  He  has  also  been  made  a volunteer  security  guard  for  the 
HACN  by  Thompson  and  given  a new  security  vehicle  to  drive. 

An  employee  of  the  HACN  who  requested  to  remain  anonymous  for  fear 
of  reprisal  said  Lay  demanded  that  campaign  posters  promoting  his 
father,  who  was  running  for  the  position  of  court  clerk  in  Rogers 
County,  be  placed  inside  the  housing  authority  office--in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  he  was  advised  it  was  against  HUD  regulations  to  do  that. 

The  employee  said  Lay  replied  that  he  was  a housing  authority 
commissioner  and  would  do  whatever  he  wanted. 

The  Times- Journal  attempted  to  question  Lay  but  he  refused  to  answer 
any  questions  and  referred  all  question  to  his  attorney. 

"I  have  no  comment,"  he  said. 

Baker,  who  was  also  sporting  one  of  the  buttons,  sells  appliances 
out  of  his  furniture  store  in  Tahlequah  to  the  HACN,  a situation  that  is 
considered  by  some  to  be  a conflict  of  interest  considering  his  position 
on  the  tribal  council.  He  also  receives  thousands  of  dollars  in  HUD 
money  for  Section  8 homes  he  rents  to  low-income  families  through  the 
HACN.  In  1995,  Baker  received  approximately  $135,000  from  contracts  he 
has  with  the  HACN. 

Tribal  officials  said  they  were  concerned  that  if  the  tribe  did  not 


become  the  recipient  of  the  HUD  funding,  it  would  lose  some  of  its 
housing  programs  which  are  eliminated  by  the  Native  American  Housing 
Assistance  and  Self  Determination  Act  of  1996,  passed  by  the  U.S. 

Congress.  Those  housing  programs  are  currently  funded  through  the 
tribe's  community  development  program. 

This  program  provides  housing  improvement  assistance  to  eligible 
tribal  members  who  own  homes  not  purchased  through  the  HACN.  The  only 
tribal  members  who  can  receive  housing  improvement  assistance  through 
HACN's  program  and  those  who  live  in  houses  built  by  them. 

If  the  tribe  does  not  become  the  recipient  of  the  HUD  funding,  a 
large  percentage  of  Cherokees  would  be  left  with  no  where  to  go  for 
needed  improvements  to  their  homes. 

Thompson  has  been  under  pressure  for  several  years  for  failing  to 
secure  funding  from  HUD  to  build  houses  for  Cherokee  people.  The  latest 
rejection  was  the  fifth  time  during  Thompson's  leadership  that  the  HACN 
was  denied  funding  for  the  homes.  Following  the  latest  rejection, 

Thompson  flew  to  Washington,  D.C.,  in  an  attempt  to  lobby  for  the  houses 
at  the  main  office  of  HUD.  His  request  for  the  funding  was  denied. 

Data  obtained  from  HUD  indicate  the  predominate  reason  funding  was 
denied  to  the  HACN  was  directly  attributed  to  the  administration. 

Under  the  new  proposal  introduced  at  the  tribal  complex,  the  HACN 
would  continue  as  before  in  its  responsibility  to  provide  housing.  The 
only  remarkable  difference  is  that  the  HACN  would  come  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

It  was  also  revealed  earlier  this  year  that  Thompson,  a former 
attorney  in  Minnesota,  has  been  disbarred  and  was  no  longer  allowed  to 
practice  law. 

Whether  Thompson's  past  performance  as  the  executive  director  for 
the  HACN  will  have  any  impact  on  who  will  be  the  recipient  for  future 
HUD  funding  is  unanswered.  Thompson  clearly  has  the  support  of  at  least 
six  tribal  council  members,  who  for  reasons  of  their  own,  will  vote  to 
let  the  HACN  continue  as  the  recipient  of  the  millions  of  dollars  of  HUD 
funds . 

Tribal  councilors  who  openly  support  the  Nation  becoming  the 
recipient  of  the  funding  indicate  it  would  be  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  Cherokee  people.  Over  the  last  five  years,  the  HACN  has  lost 
funding  for  217  houses.  The  cause  can  be  directly  traced  back  to  the 
HACN  administration. 

Thompson  said  earlier  this  year  that  the  HACN  had  lost  67  homes 
because  the  funding  for  the  houses  had  been  rescinded  by  HUD.  The 
reason  was  due  to  poor  performance  in  getting  the  houses  started. 

Members  of  the  Executive  and  Finance  Committee  agreed  to  table 
further  discussion  on  the  resolution  until  Dec.  4,  1996,  at  6 P.M. 
*********The  End******** 

Posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper.  The 
CHEROKEE  OBSERVER. 

"RE : Wichita  North  Redskins"  

Date:  9:51  PM  Nov  16,  1996 
From:  richkya@midusa.net 
Sub j : Wichita  North  Redskins 

Newsgroup:  igc . indig. education 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  the  Wichita  Eagle,  Tuesday,  November  12,  1996. 
Article  written  by  Doe  Rodriguez.  Mr.  Rodriguez  has  related  to  me  that  the 
Eagle  allows  reprinting  articles  as  long  as  the  publication  and  date  are 
included.  Matthew  Richter 

Headline : 

"We  are  upset  because  this  group  does  not  know  what  North  High  is  about." 
Christina  Guerrero,  a graduate  in  favor  of  keeping  the  Redskins  name. 


North  mascot  controversy  heats  up  again 
Byline: 


250  people  showed  up  at  a public  hearing  on  whether  to  keep  the  name 
Redskins  at  North  High  School 
By  Doe  Rodriguez,  The  Wichita  Eagle 

More  than  two  dozen  people  - many  using  fiery  and  emotional  words  - 
offered  their  views  Monday  night  on  why  North  High  School  should  either 
keep  or  do  away  with  its  mascot  and  nickname  the  Redskins 

A crowd  Of  about  250,  perhaps,  5 to  1 in  favor  of  keeping  the  mascot, 
attended  the  first  public  meeting  called  by  the  North  Mascot/identity 
Committee 

Committee  members  heard  views  on  everything  from  how  the  term 
"redskins"  is  racist  to  how  the  mascot  is  meant  to  honor  Native  American 
people  and  their  culture. 

The  committee's  role  is  to  gather  public  response  on  the  issue  and 
make  a recommendation  to  the  school  Site  council  next  month. 

The  site  council  will  make  its  recommendations  to  North  Principal 
Ralph  Teran,  who  will  make  the  final  decision  on  the  mascot,  probably  in 
Danuary . 

At  the  Monday  meeting,  held  in  the  North  auditorium,  13  people  spoke 
in  favor  of  changing  the  mascot  - including  one  man  who  told  the  committee 
be  changed  his  position  after  listening  to  earlier  speakers. 

Fifteen  spoke  in  favor  of  keeping  the  mascot  Another  10  had  signed  up 
to  speak  at  the  meeting  but  were  unable  to  because  of  a time  limit  placed 
on  the  meeting. 

Committee  members  listened  first  to  people  who  want  the  mascot  changed. 
One  of  those  speakers  was  Eldon  Masqua.  While  speaking,  he  carried  a 
chanunpa,  known  to  many  as  a "peace  pipe."  He  pointed  out  that  the 
primary  colors  of  it  were  white,  black,  red  and  yellow. 

"What  is  significant  about  the  primary  colors  is  that  they  are  also  the 
colors  of  the  races  of  people  that  inhabit  the  earth,"  said  Masqua,  a 
Kickapoo.  "You  do  not  call  a race  of  people  whiteskins,  blackskins, 
yellowskins  or  redskins." 

One  of  the  younger  speakers  was  14  year  - old  Matthew  Vance,  a son  of 
Nakita  Vance,  the  woman  who  in  April  wrote  a letter  to  the  school  board 
asking  the  mascot  be  changed. 

Matthew  told  the  committee  how  disturbing  it  was  to  see  signs  hanging 
in  his  school's  (West  High's)  hallways  that  read  "Beat  the  Indians,"  Kill 
those  "Redskins"  or  Scalp  the  Redskins." 

"Knowing  that's  my  people's  name  up  there  and  that  it's  used  like  a 
pet  or  an  animal  that  you  can  kill  and  don't  care  about,  that's  just 
wrong,"  be  said.  "And  that  hurts  inside." 

When  the  people  in  favor  of  changing  the  mascot  were  finished 
speaking,  they  and  their  supporters  quietly  left  the  auditorium.  Many  had 
planned  on  gathering  to  smoke  the  chanunpa  that  Masqua  had  carried. 

People  wanting  to  keep  the  mascot  talked  about  pride  and  tradition  - 
the  pride  and  tradition  associated  with  the  school.  Many  referred  to  what 
has  become  something  of  a slogan  since  the  controversy  "Once  a Redskin 
always  a Redskin." 

Although  committee  member  Kathy  Whepley  repeatedly  asked  the  audience 
not  to  applaud  after  each  speaker,  many  audience  members  did  so  anyway. 

Christina  Guerrero,  a 1991  North  graduate  got  perhaps  one  of  the 
biggest  responses  after  she  told  the  committee  she  had  petitions  with  495 
signatures  of  people  who  did  not  want  the  mascot  changed. 

"We  are  upset  because  this  group  (of  people  who  want  the  mascot 
changed)  does  not  know  what  North  High  is  about,  she  said.  "They  do  not 
attend  our  school,  they  do  not  participate  in  our  activities,  yet  they 
feel  it  necessary  to  use  our  school  and  our  mascot  for  their  own  selfish 
means  and  their  10  minutes  of  fame." 

Many  shared  Dohn  Fredin's  views  that  the  mascot  honored  the  Native 
American  culture 

"Almost  all  Indians  appreciate  having  their  accomplishments  and 
traditions  understood  and  acknowledged."  he  said  "The  best  way  to  retain 
one's  heritage  in  a society  of  melting  pots  is  to  celebrate  one's 
ancestors . " 

At  the  meeting,  Whepley  shared  the  results  of  surveys  that  the 


committee  recently  conducted  on  people's  views  about  the  mascot. 

The  survey  of  North  staff  members,  students  and  parents  oh  North  students 
revealed  overwhelmingly  support  for  keeping  the  mascot. 

At  least  one  speaker,  the  Rev.  B.D.  Mills,  called  Monday's  gathering 
"a  token  meeting,"  implying  that  the  name  was  not  likely  to  be  changed. 

Committee  member  Lucy  Burnnett  however  said  that  was  not  the  case. 

"We're  doing  what  needs  to  be  done,"  she  said.  "It's  a democracy  and 
you  have  to  listen  to  all  sides  of  the  story  and  that  s what  we're 
doing. " 

(Comments  on  the  meeting  provided  by  Matthew  Richter  who  spoke  in  favor  of 
change  at  the  meeting.  Ongoing  efforts  at  change  are  being  made  by  the 
Urban  Indian  Coalition.) 

There  has  been  confusion  about  the  historical  and  current  use  of 
Redskin.  There  doesn't  seem  to  be  much  memory  of  the  time  period  prior  to 
the  invention  of  the  microwave  oven. 

Eldon  Masqua  and  another  one  of  our  Sioux  elders  spoke  clearly  and 
pointedly  in  their  allotted  three  minutes  on  what  Redskin  meant.  Eldon 
describing  an  incident  when  as  a child  in  public  school  one  of  the 
teachers  told  him  and  his  playmates,  "You  little  Redskins  get  to  your  own 
side  of  the  playground.".  Our  Rosebud  elder's  story  was  even  worse.  He 
told  how  the  nuns  and  priests  had  beat  him  for  speaking  his  language, 
again  for  speaking  English  poorly  and  again  for  not  speaking  Latin.  This 
happened  at  three  different  boarding  schools.  He  related  that  he  was 
repeatedly  called  a "dirty  Redskin"  during  these  incidents.  No  one  even 
coughed  during  his  talk.  The  first  man  scheduled  to  speak  against  change 
was  so  obviously  ashamed  he  spoke  in  favor  of  change. 

Whepley  who  was  in  charge  of  the  input  session  had  said  "We  thought 
that  perhaps  we  should  get  input..."  from  those  who  wanted  to  change  the 
name.  Perhaps  yes  was  my  thought.  Especially  since  this  was  after  the 
committee  to  make  recommendations  to  the  Site  Council  who  would  make 
recommendations  to  the  principal  was  already  formed.  The  principal  had 
finally  called  one  of  us  back  in  the  first  week  of  October  saying  he  had 
mis-dialed  our  number  before.  Somewhere  in  his  file  he  should  have  the 
four  unanswered  letters,  the  first  written  last  Dune,  requesting  an 
opportunity  to  address  the  Site  Council  and  for  a seat  on  the  Committee. 
This  was  also  after  the  School  Board  refused  to  put  us  on  the  agenda  for 
presentation.  Somewhere  in  their  file  is  the  School  District's  Committee 
on  Discrimination  Report  that  has  not  surfaced.  It  asks  the  principal  to 
change  the  name  Redskins  in  a "quiet  and  responsible  manner."  (Wichita 
Eagle,  Nov.  11,  1966) 

We  were  not  happy  to  be  treated  so  disrespectfully  so  we  left  after 
our  talks  and  missed  the  cheerleaders  and  the  man  who  told  the  crowd  how 
to  honor  Indians.  Interesting  how  everyone  else  knows  better  than  we  do 
what,  how  or  when  to  honor  ourselves.  Curious  that  the  powers  that  be 
think  their  "honoring"  is  happening  on  the  basketball  court.  I haven't 
heard  any  mention  from  them  when  they  might  place  it  in  the  classroom. 

The  law  firm  for  the  School  District  did  contact  us  though.  They 
wanted  to  see  a copy  of  the,  "Michigan  Civil  Rights  Commission  Report  on 
Use  of  Nicknames,  Logos  and  Mascots  Depicting  Native  American  People  in 
Michigan  Education  Institutions,"  October  1988.  We  had  written  that  this 
organization's  report  recommends  that  "Indian"  reference  mascots  be 
changed  since,  "Any  use  of  Indian  names,  logos  and  mascots  should  be 
discontinued  because  racial  stereotyping  of  Native  Americans  is  prevalent 
and  destructive." 

This  report  will  be  sent  to  anyone  who  requests  it  by  calling 
517-335-3165  or  by  writing:  Michigan  Department  of  Civil  Rights,  Victor 
Office  Center  - STE.  700,  201  North  Washington  Square,  Lansing  MI  48913. 
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EAGLES  ARE  BEING  KILLED  FOR  PROFIT 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  Agents  Uncover  Illegal  Market 

Special  agents  from  the  Interior  Department's  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  today  carried  out  Federal  search  and  arrest  warrants  in  New  Mexico, 
Arizona,  and  Colorado,  ending  a 2-year  undercover  investigation  into  the 
killing  and  selling  of  bald  and  golden  eagles,  and  other  migratory  birds. 

In  all,  approximately  35  individuals  and  businesses  are  expected  to  be 
charged  with  selling  protected  migratory  bird  parts  in  a highly  profitable 
illegal  market. 

Posing  as  traders  of  Indian  artifacts,  undercover  agents  were  able  to 
infiltrate  a commercial  trapping  ring.  They  were  told  that  in  one  pueblo 
during  last  year's  winter  migration,  more  than  60  eagles  were 
intentionally  killed  either  by  being  shot  or  caught  in  leg-hold  traps 
baited  with  fresh  meat.  The  agents  located  trap  lines  and  were  sold  dead 
eagles  with  trap  marks  on  their  legs  and  feet.  The  Service  decided  to  end 
this  investigation,  dubbed  "Operation  4-Corners  Feather  Sales," 
prematurely  to  prevent  more  eagles  from  being  killed.  Some  of  those 
eagles  were  offered  for  sale  from  $850-$l,000  each. 

"As  the  agency  responsible  for  protecting  this  Nation's  wildlife,  we 
must  put  an  end  to  the  commercial  killing  of  eagles  and  other  migratory 
birds.  We  decided  to  move  now  to  stop  this  slaughter  to  protect 
vulnerable  eagle  populations  in  the  Southwest.  By  taking  this  action,  we 
protect  birds  that  are  sacred  to  many  Native  American  cultures",  said  lohn 
Rogers,  acting  director  of  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 

Undercover  agents  discovered  an  illegal  market  for  migratory  bird  parts 
in  which  whole  eagle  skins,  wings,  tails,  and  wing  bones;  whole  hawks, 
wings,  and  tails;  and  owl  wings  were  sold  throughout  New  Mexico,  Arizona, 

and  parts  of  Colorado  and  Utah.  The  investigation  revealed  that  the 

illegal  feathers  were  being  sold  to  make  popular  Native  American-style 
items  such  as  fans,  Kachina  dolls,  and  bustles.  Many  of  these  items  were 
sold  to  trading  posts,  collectors,  tourists,  and  individuals  participating 
in  pow-wows.  Items  being  offered  for  sale  were  made  with  feathers  from  at 
least  25  different  species,  including  eagles,  hawks,  kestrels,  magpies, 
flickers,  scissor-tailed  flycatchers,  and  anhingas.  These  birds  are  all 
protected  under  the  Migratory  Bird  Treaty  Act.  Most  are  native  to  the 
Southwest  (the  anhinga  is  a waterbird  found  in  Florida  and  Louisiana). 

Eagles  are  also  protected  under  the  Bald  and  Golden  Eagle  Protection  Act 
and  the  bald  eagle  is  listed  as  a threatened  species  under  the  Endangered 

Species  Act.  Killing  for  profit  in  New  Mexico  makes  the  eagle  population 

vulnerable  as  these  birds  migrate  south. 

Illegal  commerce  in  eagle  feathers  and  migratory  bird  feathers  is 
enormously  profitable.  In  recent  years,  the  increased  popularity  and 


demand  for  feathers  has  resulted  in  soaring  prices.  Compared  to  a similar 
case  from  1988,  the  price  of  an  intact  golden  eagle  tail,  which  has  12 
feathers,  has  quadrupled  from  approximately  $100  to  $400.  During  this 
investigation,  special  agents  learned  that  in  today's  market,  a single 
golden  eagle  feather  could  sell  for  about  $100;  a red-tailed  hawk  peyote 
fan,  $150;  and  an  anhinga  feather  fan,  $300. 

The  popularity  of  Native  American  items  made  with  migratory  bird 
feathers  has  resulted  in  alarmingly  high  numbers  of  birds  being  killed  for 
profit.  For  example,  to  make  an  eagle  fan  it  takes  the  entire  tail  from 
one  eagle.  To  make  a single  scissor-tailed  flycatcher  fan,  it  can  take  25 
birds . 

This  case  is  being  prosecuted  by  the  Department  of  Justice,  United 
States  Attorney's  Offices  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico;  and  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

John  J.  Kelly,  the  United  States  Attorney  for  the  District  of  New  Mexico, 
congratulated  the  agents  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  on  their  superb 
investigative  work.  "The  United  States  government  has  a strong  interest 
in  the  preservation  of  these  magnificent  animals,"  Kelly  said.  "This  kind 
of  large-scale  commercial  trapping  must  end  before  the  resource  is 
depleted  entirely." 

The  evidence  in  this  case  will  be  forwarded  to  the  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service's  National  Eagle  Repository  near  Denver,  Colorado. 

Eagles  are  available  to  Native  Americans  by  permit  through  the  Repository. 
The  Service  receives  nearly  2,000  requests  per  year  to  distribute  eagle 
carcasses,  parts,  and  feathers  to  Native  Americans  for  recognized 
religious,  cultural,  and  ceremonial  purposes. 

Congress  has  enacted  three  separate  Federal  laws  that  protect  the  eagle: 
the  Bald  Eagle  Protection  Act,  amended  to  include  the  golden  eagle  in 
1962;  the  Migratory  Bird  Treaty  Act,  amended  to  protect  eagles  in  1972; 
and  the  Endangered  Species  Act.  These  statutes  make  it  illegal  for  anyone 
to  take,  possess,  transport,  sell,  or  purchase  any  eagles  or  eagle  parts, 
including  feathers,  unless  permitted  to  do  so.  The  maximum  penalty  under 
the  Bald  and  Golden  Eagle  Protection  Act  is  one  year  imprisonment  and  a 
$100,000  fine,  and  under  the  Migratory  Bird  Treaty  Act  2 years 
imprisonment  and  a $250,000  fine.  Additional  charges  will  be  sought  under 
the  Lacey  Act  which  carries  a maximum  penalty  of  5 years  imprisonment  and 
a $250,000  fine. 

-FWS- 


News  releases  are  also  available  on  the  World  Wide  Web  at 
http://www.fws.gov/~r9extaff/pubaff.html  They  can  be  reviewed  in 
chronological  order  or  searched  by  keyword. 

Questions  concerning  a particular  news  release  or  item  of 
information  should  be  directed  to  the  person  listed  as  the 
contact.  General  comments  or  observations  concerning  the 
content  of  the  information  should  be  directed  to  Craig 
Rieben  (craig_rieben@mail.fws.gov)  in  the  Office  of  Public 
Affairs . 


To  unsubscribe  from  the  fws-news  listserver,  send  e-mail  to 
majordomo@www.fws.gov  with  "unsubscribe  fws-news"  (and  omit 
the  "quotes")  in  the  **body**  of  the  message.  You  should  not 
include  anything  on  the  Subject:  line. 

For  additional  information  about  listserver  commands,  send  a 
message  to  majordomo@www.fws.gov  with  "info  fws-news"  (and 
no  "quotes")  in  the  body  of  the  message. 

"RE:  High  Rate  of  TB  Among  Natives"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Oct  1996  18:36:13  -0700 
From:  Brian  Hauk  <bghauk@infomatch . com> 

Sub j : High  rate  of  TB  among  Natives 

UUCP  email 


themilitant@cdp.UUCP  09-Dec-94 


Tuberculosis  rising  among  Native  peoples  in  Canada 
BY  ROGER  ANNIS 

MONTREAL  - Statistics  Canada  has  released  a shocking  report  showing  that 
the  rate  of  tuberculosis  for  Canada's  1 million  Native  Indians  is  more 
than  30  times  the  rate  for  non-Native  people  born  in  Canada. 

For  so-called  status  Indians,  the  rate  is  43  times  higher,  double  that 
of  Bangladesh,  one  of  the  poorest  countries  in  Asia.  "Status"  Indians  are 
those  who  are  registered  by  the  Canadian  government  as  being  of  Native 
ancestry.  They  number  half  a million  and  most  live  on  reserves. 

"It's  unbelievable,  really,"  commented  David  Ross,  executive  director  of 
the  Canadian  Council  on  Social  Development.  He  said  the  figures  are  a sign 
of  the  abominable  living  conditions  of  Native  people  on  reserves,  who  are 
the  poorest  of  the  poor  in  Canada.  Most  reserves  have  chronic  housing, 
water  quality,  and  sewage  treatment  problems. 

According  to  the  Statistics  Canada  report,  Canada's  Native  Indians 
suffered  60.8  cases  of  tuberculosis  per  100,000  people  in  1992.  The  rate 
was  81.3  for  "status"  Indians.  The  rate  for  the  entire  population  of 
Canada  was  7.4.  It  was  1.9  for  non-Natives  born  in  the  country. 

Tuberculosis  is  an  infectious  disease  that  destroys  body  tissue,  most 
commonly  the  lungs.  It  can  be  cured  by  antibiotic  treatment  and  usually 
prevented  with  sanitary  living  conditions  and  a healthy  diet. 

Tuberculosis  should  be  thing  of  past 

"If  the  task  of  meeting  minimum  human  social  needs  were  given  the 
priority  it  deserves,  then  we  would  be  living  in  a society  where 
tuberculosis  would  be  a thing  of  the  past,"  commented  Denise  Avard, 
executive  director  of  the  Canadian  Institute  of  Child  Health.  The  issues 
of  housing,  sewage  treatment,  and  water  quality  are  a constant  source  of 
conflict  between  Native  communities  and  the  Canadian  government.  Under 
Canadian  law,  including  Indian  treaties,  the  federal  government  is 
responsible  for  providing  proper  housing  and  social  services  on  Native 
reserves . 

Last  summer,  one  Native  reserve  in  northern  Manitoba  abandoned  its 
community  after  a renewed  outbreak  of  water-borne  diseases  among  children 
and  other  residents  and  took  to  the  road  on  a 620-mile  protest  march  to 
the  provincial  capital  of  Winnipeg.  The  outbreak  was  caused  by  a breakdown 
in  the  community's  sewage  treatment  facility,  which  the  government  had 
been  stalling  for  years  to  replace.  After  several  days  of  marching,  the 
community  won  a renewed  commitment  to  carry  out  the  necessary  repairs. 

Indian  Affairs  Minister  Ron  Irwin  recently  toured  Native  reserve 
communities  across  northern  Ontario.  One  of  the  biggest  criticisms  and 
demands  for  action  he  received  along  the  way  concerned  water  quality  and 
sewage  treatment  problems. 

Earlier  this  year,  Irwin  and  the  government  of  Newfoundland  cut  off 
talks  over  land  claims  and  self-government  with  the  500-person  Innu 
Native  community  of  Davis  Inlet  on  the  northern  Labrador  coast  after 
residents  kicked  out  the  federal  police  and  courts. 

For  years  the  Innu  have  been  fighting  for  help  in  moving  the  community 
from  an  island  to  a mainland  location.  Among  other  reasons,  the  move  is 
necessary  in  order  to  improve  chronic  water  supply  and  sewage  treatment 
problems . 

Roger  Annis  is  a member  of  Communications,  Energy  and  Paperworkers  Union 
of  Canada  Local  841  in  Montreal. 
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Silent  auction  raises  $8K  for  American  Indian  students 
By  D.  Shayne  Christie 
Arizona  Daily  Wildcat  November  12,  1996 

The  American  Indian  Graduate  Center  raised  an  estimated  $8,000  in  a silent 
auction  Sunday  to  benefit  American  Indian  students. 

Although  the  event  fell  short  of  expectations  for  money  raised  and  public 
turnout,  "It's  $8,000  we  didn't  have  otherwise,"  said  Glenn  Johnson, 
director  of  the  American  Indian  Graduate  Center. 

The  auction  was  held  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  of  the  Doubletree  Hotel,  445  S. 
Alvernon  Way,  from  3 p.m.  to  6 p.m.,  and  about  85  people  turned  out  for  the 
event . 

A silent  auction  allows  participants  to  place  bids  on  items  by  writing 
their  bids  on  a bid  sheet  next  to  the  artwork.  Yesterday's  event  was  mainly 
a silent  auction,  with  a voice-auction  following  for  the  most  expensive 
items . 

Charles  Geoffrion,  associate  vice  president  for  research,  said  there  were 
over  250  items  offered  for  bidding,  ranging  in  price  from  $5  to  $13,000. 

The  auction  featured  works  from  well-known  American  Indian  artists  like 
R.C.  Gorman  and  Edgar  Heap  of  Birds,  as  well  as  works  from  lesser-known 
regional  and  national  artists. 

The  auction  also  featured  a number  of  paintings  created  by  Johnson. 

The  art  for  the  auction  was  donated  to  the  Graduate  Center  either  by  the 
artists  themselves,  or  by  other  donors  who  owned  the  artwork,  Johnson  said. 

He  also  said  the  donated  art  is  kept  by  the  center  if  it  is  not  sold, 
except  for  items  on  consignment. 

"That  becomes  material  for  future  auctions,"  he  said. 

The  Pasqua-Yaqui  tribe  provided  $3,700  of  the  estimated  $4,000  to  put  on 
the  event. 

Tickets  for  the  event  were  $20  per  person,  or  $30  per  couple. 

Johnson  estimated  the  total  amount  of  money  in  the  American  Indian  fund  for 
graduate  students  after  Sunday's  auction  was  $86,000. 

Johnson  said  although  the  silent  auction  is  the  major  public  fund-raiser, 
there  are  other  ways  the  center  raises  money. 

"We  do  solicitation  of  funding  to  all  gaming  tribes,"  he  said,  adding  that 
private  auctions  and  fund-raisers  also  help  to  raise  money  for  the  fund. 

He  said  there  are  138  graduate  students  in  the  program,  the  largest  in 
University  of  Arizona  history.  Johnson  expressed  concern  over  "federal  cuts 
to  funding"  despite  high  enrollment  in  the  program. 

"It's  just  difficult;  the  problem  is  we  are  depending  on  non-Indian 
communities  because  the  Indian  community  is  poor,"  he  said  of  the  center's 
fund-raising  efforts. 

"The  average  income  is  below  the  poverty  level;  they  (Indians)  are  the 
lowest  economic  group  in  the  country,"  he  said. 

Johnson  said  the  interest  generated  by  the  fund  is  collected  each  spring 
and  awarded  to  students  in  the  American  Indian  Graduate  Center  based  on 
economic  need  and  academic  merit. 

This  fall,  $7,400  was  awarded,  he  said,  next  fall,  the  fund  should  generate 
between  $9,000  and  $10,000. 
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The  History  per  2075  is  "Thought  provoking".  I have  been  told  many  times 
that  there  is  no  generic  "indian  language"  and  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a 


"Pan-indian" . "Inter-tribal"  organizations  and  agencies  are  looked  upon 
with  distrust. 

Prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War  that  separated  these  United  States  of 
America  from  a tyranny  executed  from  a colonial  source,  the  colonial 
conquerors  were  separated  by  location  and  philosophy  of  government.  Yet, 
they  soon  realized  that  they  soon  had  to  come  together,  rationalize  their 
differences,  and  present  a common  front  to  a perceived  oppressor.  They 
presented  a rallying  cry  for  this  effort,  "We  must  hang  together  or  we 
shall  surely  hang  alone."  In  the  ensuing  conflict,  there  was  more  than 
one  unhung  hero  to  contribute  to  the  new  experimental  government. 

As  with  any  experimental  government,  a careful  study  can  divulge  the 
methodology  by  which  the  government  can  be  forced  to  work  against  itself. 

One  such  method  is  in  the  court  system.  Several  tribes  have  used  this 
method  to  force  the  Dustice  Department  to  join  in  their  behalf  against 
"sovereign  states"  abrogating  their  land  in  defiance  of  "sovereign  united 
states"  treaties  and,  in  so  doing,  forced  the  Dudicial  System  to 
recognize  these  treaties  as  law. 

In  my  own  experience  in  saving  Qualla  Sacred  Burial  Sites  from  desecra- 
tion, my  attorneys  used  a little  known  tactic  in  filing  a brief  with  the 
Federal  District  Court  as  a "Friend  of  the  Court"  and  forcing  the  COURT 
to  file  an  Injunction  against  a "sovereign  state"  to  freeze  their  assets 
until  an  equitable  solution  is  reached.  At  the  same  time,  the  threat  of  a 
Congressional  Injunction  was  presented  to  the  Representative  of  Franklin 
County,  North  Carolina  along  with  the  penalties  of  "Contempt  of  Congress" 
should  the  offending  parties  defy  the  injunction.  At  the  same  time,  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  was  notified  of  the  impending  congressional  action 
(as  prescribed  by  law).  The  BIA  declared  that  "any  burial  sites,  not  on 
actual  reservation  land  at  the  time  of  the  perceived  desecration  was  in 
fact  public  land".  The  BIA  declaration  was  inadvertently  and  conveniently 
left  out  of  the  proceedings.  The  officials  who  were  responsible  for  allowing 
the  desecration  had  a change  of  heart  under  pressure  from  Congress  and  the 
State  of  North  Carolina.  The  burial  site  is  now  in  a protected  sacred  site 
"protected  in  perpetuity".  The  injunctions  were  abandoned  as  satisfied. 

As  stated,  much  can  be  done  if  you  know  how  but  "We  must  all  hang 
together  or  we  will  surely  hang  alone" ! 

With  love  and  respect.  Gene 

"RE : Red  Ink"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Nov  1996  20:21:01  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Milton  I Bluehouse  <bluehous@GAS . UUG. Arizona. EDU> 

Sub j : RED  INK 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Dear  Subscribers, 

RED  INK  is  proud  to  announce  a fourth  coming  issue  of  RED  INK  v.5.1, 
which  is  currently  at  the  press  and  is  to  be  mailed  out  to  subscribers 
within  three  weeks! 

For  those  unfamiliar  with  RED  INK,  we  are  a Native  Student  run  journal, 
published  twice  a year  (in  the  fall  and  in  the  spring).  RED  INK  is  a 
scholarly  articles/creative  writing/art/book  reviews  journal  published  by 
eleven  Native  student  editors,  who  work  hard  and  long  hours. 

RED  INK  is  deeply  concerned  about  Native  Issues.  In  publishing  our 
journal  we  wish  to  educate,  entertain  and  share.  We  accept 
scholarly  articles,  art,  creative  writing,  and  book  reviews  dealing 
specifically  with  native  issues  from  Native  and  Non-Native  contributors. 

Flere  is  a preview  of  scholarly  articles  in  the  forth  coming  issue  of  the  RED 
INK  Journal: 

Silent  Genocide-  Controversy  in  the  brewing  with  this  article!...  It 
deals  with  the  "Plastic  Indian"  and  Religious  frauds.  Watch  Out! 

Archeology  on  the  Rez-  Narrative  of  a Navajo  Archaeologist.  The  inside 
view  of  Archaeology  on  the  Navajo  Reservation  and  Tips  for  future 
Archaeologists . 

Plus  Two  more  Gaming  Articles !... I ' d tell  you  more,  but  We  need  to  pay 


our  bills,  and  to  get  ready  for  Spring  issue  of  RED  INK  v5.2! 

More... There  are  also  Creative  Writing  stories  and  poems  and  artsy  Photos! 

HOW  CAN  YOU  GET  A HOLD  OF  RED  INK?  Subscribe  today! 

Snail  mail  a 3X5  card  requesting  subscription  information, or 
subscription  to: 

RED  INK 

1615  East  7th  Street 
The  University  of  Arizona 
Tucson,  AZ  85719 

(will  make  Phone  # available  soon) 

Include  your  Name,  Address,  and  Ph#. 

Individual  Subscriptions  rates*  are  as  follows: 
lyr,  three  issues  for  $10 
2 yrs,  four  issues  for  $20 

We  also  have  institutional  subscriptions 

Feel  free  to  personally  e-mail  me  at:  bluehous@gas.uug.arizona.edu 
if  you  wish  us  speed  your  subscription.  Please  leave  your  Name, 

Address,  and  Phone  #,  and  we'll  begin  your  subscription  as  soon  as 
possible  beginning  with  our  hot-off-the  press  issue  of  v5.1.  We  also  have 
back  issues  as  well... with  more  articles! 

Help  the  Winning  Team  of  RED  INK!  SUBSCRIBE  TODAY! 

Sincerely, 

Milton  I.  Bluehouse  3r. 

Student  Editorial  Member  of  RED  INK 
The  University  of  Arizona 
Subscription  subject  to  change 

- — "RE:  Summer  Research  for  Undergraduates"  

Date:  Thu,  21  Nov  1996  21:21:33  -0700 
From:  Naida  Zucker  <nzucker@nmsu . edu> 

Sub j : Summer  Research  for  Undergraduates 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

Could  you  please  post  the  following  announcement  on  your  website  and/or 
newsletter  for  Summer  Research  Fellowships  for  Undergraduates?  Thank  you. 

Naida  Zucker 


The  Departments  of  Biology  at  New  Mexico  State  University  in  Las 
Cruces,  NM  and  at  Howard  University  in  Washington  DC.,  have  support  from  the 
National  Science  Foundation  for  a Research  Experiences  for  Undergraduates 
(REU)  Site  Program  during  the  summer  of  1997.  The  focus  is  on  ecology  and 
environmental  biology  as  well  as  environmental  ethics.  The  program  consists 
of  an  initial  ten-day  visit  to  Washington,  DC  where  participants  will  visit 
governmental  agencies  and  non-governmental  organizations  that  have  an 
interest  in  ecological/environmental  concerns  in  order  to  learn  how  basic 
research  is  used  in  formulating  public  policy.  Participants  will  then 
travel  to  NMSU  for  8 weeks  to  perform  original  ecological/environmental 
research  as  part  of  a team  effort.  While  in  New  Mexico,  participants  will 
meet  informally  with  guest  speakers  who  will  discuss  career  opportunities 
and/or  issues  related  to  environmental  ethics.  The  program  will  pay  for  all 
travel  and  housing,  food  while  in  Washington,  DC,  and  provide  participants 
with  a $2500  stipend.  Please  contact  Dr.  Naida  Zucker;  Department  of 
Biology;  New  Mexico  State  University;  Box  30001;  Las  Cruces,  NM  88003-8001. 
(505)  646-1200  (office);  (505)  646-5665  (fax);  nzucker@nmsu.edu  (e-mail) 
for  more  information  or  an  application  packet.  Application  deadline  is  24 
February  1997. 

* Naida  Zucker  (505)  646-1200  (office) 

* Department  of  Biology  - 3AF  (505)  646-5665  (fax) 

* New  Mexico  State  University  nzucker@nmsu.edu  (e-mail) 


* Box  30001 

* Las  Cruces,  NM  88003-8001 

- — "RE:  University  Position"  

Date:  Thu,  21  Nov  1996  00:35:38  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Harder  Bernie  <harder@server . uwindsor . ca> 

Sub j : University  Position  in  Creative  Writing  Ad 

UUCP  email 

Aniin  Gary,  I wonder  if  you  would  consider  placing  the  information  about 
this  position  in  your  newsletter.  Only  if  you  consider  it  appropriate. 

The  Department  is  hoping  that  it  will  be  able  to  attract  a Native 
person  to  this  position  and  the  University  is  supporting  this  informally.  I 
realize  this  effort  should  be  organized  in  a much  more  serious  way  but  do 
not  have  much  influence  in  that  process.  The  opening  makes  it  possible 
for  something  new  to  happen  at  this  University  that  could  benefit  Native 
people,  especially  Native  students,  at  this  university  and  in  the 
community,  and  perhaps  elsewhere. 

Bernie  Harder 
English  Department 


DEPARTMENT  OF  ENGLISH 

ADVERTISEMENT  FOR  CREATIVE  WRITING  POSITION 

The  Department  of  English  invites  applications  for  a tenure-track 
position  in  English  and  Creative  Writing,  at  the  rank  of  Associate 
Professor,  for  1 Duly  1997.  The  appointee  will  teach  courses  in  both 
creative  writing  and  literary/cultural  studies  at  the  undergraduate  and 
graduate  levels,  and  will  be  involved  in  the  various  non-curricular 
activities  associated  with  our  Creative  Writing  program. 

We  are  interested  in  applicants  whose  creative  work  will  complement  our 
established  strengths  in  fiction  and  poetry,  and  who  will  benefit  from 
being  in  a university  having  the  unique  combination  of  acclaimed  programs 
in  creative  writing,  dramatic  art,  music,  and  visual  art.  Candidates  who 
work  in  emerging,  non-traditional,  or  interdisciplinary  forms  are 
encouraged  to  apply. 

Ideally,  the  incumbent's  academic  expertise  should  complement  his/her 
creative  work  in  diversity  and  interdisciplinary . We  are  seeking 
candidates  with  teaching  and  research  interests  in  the  literatures  and 
cultures  of  nineteenth-century  North  America,  although  we  welcome 
applications  from  superior  applicants  working  in  any  area  of  literary  and 
cultural  studies. 

Qualifications:  the  successful  candidate  will  have  an  established 
record  of  creative  publication  and  achievement  appropriate  for 
appointment  at  the  rank  of  Associate  Professor,  a Ph.  D.  or  its 
equivalent,  and  a record  of  effective  teaching  and  workshopping. 
Additional  experience  in  related  areas  such  as  theatre,  film,  editing,  or 
publishing  would  be  an  asset. 

Candidates  should  send  a letter  of  application,  a curriculum  vitae,  and 
a sample  of  their  creative  work,  and  should  arrange  to  have  three  letters 
of  reference  sent  directly  to:  Dr.  Wyman  H.  Herendeen,  Chair,  Department 
of  English,  University  of  Windsor,  Windsor,  Ontario  N9B  3P4.  Complete 
applications  including  letters  of  reference  should  be  received  by  31 
Danuary,  1997. 

The  University  of  Windsor  is  committed  to  equity  and  diversity  in  the 
workplace  and  welcomes  applications  from  Aboriginal  peoples,  persons  with 
disabilities,  and  members  of  visible  minorities.  Applications  from  women 
are  particularly  encouraged.  In  accordance  with  Canadian  Immigration 
standards,  this  advertisement  is  directed  in  the  first  instance  to 
Canadian  citizens  and  permanent  residents  of  Canada. 


RE:  Poem:  Earth  Lessons 


Date:  Thu,  3 Oct  1996  14:43:50  -0500 

From:  eaglerok@nonthernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Earth  lessons 

UUCP  email 

we  wanted  to  share  this  message  forwarded  to  us  from  a brother  vet. 
we  do  not  know  the  author. 

Earth  teach  me  quiet, 

as  the  grasses  are  still  with  new  light. 

Earth  teach  me  suffering, 

as  old  stones  suffer  with  memory. 

Earth  teach  me  humility, 

as  blossoms  are  humble  with  beginning. 

Earth  teach  me  caring, 
as  mothers  nurture  their  young. 

Earth  teach  me  courage, 
as  the  tree  that  stands  alone. 

Earth  teach  me  limitation, 

as  the  ant  that  crawls  on  the  ground. 

Earth  teach  me  freedom, 

as  the  eagle  that  soars  in  the  sky. 

Earth  teach  me  acceptance, 
as  the  leaves  that  die  each  fall. 

Earth  teach  me  renewal, 

as  the  seed  that  rises  in  the  spring. 

Earth  teach  me  to  forget  myself, 
as  melted  snow  forgets  its  life. 

Earth  teach  me  to  remember  kindness, 
as  dry  fields  weep  with  rain. 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 

- "RE:  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/11/18  22:20 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  1-7 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

December  was  the  time  when  the  trailing  plants  died  down  and  the  south  wind, 
the  Kona,  prevailed. 


1 


May  your  spirit  be  filled  with  song  and  laughter. 

2 

The  stars  shine  more  brightly  at  this  time  of  year. 

3 

Weave  the  pattern  of  life  into  your  every  creation. 

4 

In  simplicity,  we  can  find  the  solutions  to  our  most  complex  riddles. 

5 

Lava  steams  and  crackles  as  it  pours  into  the  churning  ocean 
--  the  marriage  of  fire  and  water. 

6 

Let  your  dreams  fly  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind. 

7 

May  I one  day  sing  the  song  of  my  being  in  the  land  of  my  heart's  desi 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

— "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  28  November  96  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  25  Nov  1996  12:13:10  -0800 

From:  The  Nighthawk 

Sub j : Unthanksgiving  Day 

Thursday,  November  28,  1996 

Unthanksgiving  Day:  The  International  Indian  Treaty  Council  hosts 
this  annual  event  on  Alcatraz  Island  to  demonstrate  that  everyday  is 
a day  to  be  thankful,  to  shatter  the  myths  about  the  pilgrims  and 
the  first  dinner,and  to  commemorate  the  Indian  people  who  occupied 
Alcatraz  for  19  months  beginning  in  November,  1969. 

Speakers  from  different  denominations  share  solidarity  with 
Indigenous  peoples  of  the  Americas.  First  boat  leaves  Pier  41  at 
Fisherman's  Wharf  at  5:30  am  and  all  boats  should  return  by  9 am. 
$8/adults  Free/children  under  5 
Call  IITC  for  more  details  (415)  512-1501 


Date:  Sat,  23  Nov  1996  08:20:39  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Larry  Daley  <daleyl@ava.bcc.orst.edu> 

Sub j : INTERNATIONAL  ETHNOSCIENCE  CONFERENCE  TO  BE  HELD  AT 
THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  FLORIDA  (fwd) 

Tau  to  all: 

An  interesting  meeting 
best  wishes 
larry 

Forwarded  message 

Date:  Sat,  23  Nov  1996ol0:06:06  -0500 

From:  Kristen  Porter-Utley  <kristen@NERVM.NERDC.UFL. EDU> 

Sub j : INTERNATIONAL  ETHNOSCIENCE  CONFERENCE  TO  BE  HELD 
AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  FLORIDA 

Building  Bridges  with  Traditional  Knowledge: 

There  will  be  an  international  conference  held  at  the  University  of 
Florida  from  February  12  - 15,  1997  which  explores  issues  involving 
indigenous  peoples,  conservation,  development,  and  ethnoscience. 

Interested  students  may  contribute  a poster  to  the  conference  that 
will  be  judged  by  invited  speakers  and  session  chairs.  Cash  prizes 


totalling  $800  will  be  awarded  to  the  best  student  poster 
submissions  and  the  five  best  projects  will  be  reviewed  and 
published  in  the  conference  proceedings.  The  deadline  for  poster 
submission  is  November  29.  Get  your  abstracts  in  ASAP! 

You  can  download  the  poster  submission  form  from  our  home  page: 
http: //hammock .ifas.ufl.edu/~michael/BBT/index.htmp 

The  conference  will  be  divided  into  six  sessions.  Each  session 
will  consist  of  three  speakers,  a chair,  and  a 30  minute 
discussion.  There  will  be  2 sessions  held  each  day,  and  a total  of 
23  speakers  from  around  the  world  will  be  present. 

Session  One:  Building  Bridges  Between  the  Past,  Present  and  Future  for 
Enlightened  Agro-development. 

Chair:  Hugh  Popenoe,  Center  for  Tropical  Agriculture,  University 
of  Florida 

Session  Two:  Bridges  to  Tomorrow:  A Traditional  Perspective. 

Chair:  lames  Billy,  Seminole  Chief 

Session  Three:  Forest  Products:  A Viable  Bridge  Between  Life  and 
Death? 

Chair:  lack  Putz,  Department  of  Botany,  University  of  Florida 

Session  Four:  Ethnomedicine:  A New  Bridge  to  Prosperity  for  Who? 
Chair:  William  Taylor,  M.D.,  Shands  Hospital 

Session  Five:  Intellectual  Property  Rights:  Bridge  Specifications 
in  the  Making? 

Chair:  Christine  Padoch,  New  York  Botanical  Garden 

Session  Six:  The  Bridge  Builders:  Can  Industry  Play  a Positive  Role? 
Chair:  Brian  Boom,  New  York  Botanical  Garden 

The  pre-registration  fees  for  the  conference  are: 

Students  - $35.00 
All  Others  - $65.00 

For  more  information:  Christine  Kelly 

Office:  (352)  392-1965 

Fax:  (352)  392-7127 

E-mail:  itd@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu 

Interested  students  must  write  for  more  information  on  the  required 
formats  for  poster  entries  to: 

Alexandra  Paul/Christine  Kelly 
BBT  Conference 
PO  Box  110329 

Gainesville,  Florida  32611-0329 

Home  page  address:  http://hammock.ifas.ufl.edu/~michael/BBT/index.htmp 


Date:  Sat,  23  Nov  1996  09:53:15  -0700 

From:  Linden  Gilbert  & Victoria  Stoll  <sgmail@trail . com> 

Sub j : "Bring  Peltier  Home"  tour 

The  "Bring  Peltier  Home"  clemency  tour  will  begin  November  30  in  San 
Francisco,  CA,  and  end  in  Chicago  December  23.  The  tour  is  to  publicize 
and  promote  the  signing  of  a clemency  order  by  President  Clinton.  This 
Usually  is  done  around  Christmas.  So  now  is  the  time  to  call, 
write  or  fax  your  support: 

Write  House  - 202-456-1111/fax  202-456-2461 
Pardon  Attorney  Margaret  Love  - 202-616-6070/fax  202-616-6069 
US  Pardon  Attorney,  500  First  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20530 

The  "Bring  Peltier  Home"  Campaign  Tour  will  feature  Native  speakers, 
musicians,  entertainers  and  traditional  singing,  drumming  and  dancing. 
Dennis  Banks  and  Floyd  Red  Crow  Westerman  will  headline  the  tour. 

For  information  on  tour  dates  and  locations,  go  to 


http://dickshovel.netgate.net/toun.html  on  the  Web. 

Here  in  Santa  Fe,  the  tour  will  be  at  the  College  of  Santa  Fe  on 
Dec.  7,  beginning  at  2:00  PM  with  a community  "teach  in"  and  the 
"Freedom  Now"  banner  exhibit  The  concert  will  begin  at  the  CSF 
Forum  at  8 PM.  Due  to  health  reasons,  Floyd  won't  be  able  to  attend 
this  appearance. 

In  Albuquerque,  the  tour  will  be  at  the  Continuing  Ed.  building  on  the 
University  of  New  Mexico  campus. 

Please  attend  the  tour  if  it  comes  to  your  area,  and  please  send  those 
messages  now  in  support  of  clemency  for  Leonard. 

Linden 


Date:  Tue,  26  Nov  1996  16:53:09  -0500 

From:  Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre  <cit@interlog.com> 

Sub j : Benefit  Performance  for  Native  Theatre  School 

It  Is  Our  Light  Not  Our  Darkness 
December  10,  1996 
8:00  pm 

Buddies  In  Bad  Times  Theatre  - Tallulah's  Cabaret 
12  Alexandra  Street,  Toronto 

The  Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre  presents  a benefit  performance  for  the 
1997  Native  Theatre  School  & the  1997  lames  Buller  Awards. 

Based  of  the  quote  "It  is  our  light  not  our  darkness  that  most  frightens 
us."  by  Nelson  Mandela 

Featuring: 

Columpa  Bobb,  Tim  Hill,  Julia  Jamieson,  Sandra  Laronde,  Paul 
Seesequasis,  Drew  Hayden  Taylor  and  Amy  White. 

Tickets:  $5.00  advance  / $8.00  at  the  door 
Come  out  and  support  aboriginal  theatre!!!! 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Larry  Innes,  Joe  Rodriguez  via  Matthew  Richter,  Brian  Hauk,  Glenn  Welker, 
Larry  Innes,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Mitch  Snow  via  Larry  Kibby,  Scott  Tippetts, 
Bernard  J.  Rock,  Sr.  via  Feather  Eaglerock,  Dr.  Eugene  Norman,  Janet  Smith, 
Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Frederick  Sinkevich,  Scott  Robert  Ladd,  Naida  Zucker, 
Connie  Webb/Tahlequah  Times  Journal  via  Marvin  & Linda  Summerfield/Cherokee 
Observer,  Milton  J.  Bluehouse  Jr. (Announcement),  Bernie  Harder,  Jack  Hicks, 
Chris  Milda,  Chuck  McAfee,  Jordan  S.  Dill,  Bernadette  Chato 
-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : 1996  NWT  Alcohol  & Drug  Survey"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Nov  1996  19:46:38  -0500 
From:  jhicks@nunavut.ca  (Jack  Hicks) 

Sub j : 1996  NWT  Alcohol  & Drug  Survey 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Hi  everyone, 

FYI,  the  Northwest  Territories  Bureau  of  Statistics  has  released  the 
results  of  its  1996  NWT  Alcohol  & Drug  Survey.  The  complete  results  -- 


which  are  dramatic,  to  say  the  least  --  can  be  found  on  the  Bureau's 

website  at  http://www.stats.gov.nt.ca 

lack 


1996  NWT  Alcohol  & Drug  Survey 
Rates  of  use  for  alcohol,  other  drugs  and  tobacco 

Background 

The  Bureau  of  Statistics  completed  the  NWT  Alcohol  & Drug  Survey  during 
late  lanuary  through  early  March  of  1996  at  the  request  of  the  territorial 
Department  of  Health  & Social  Services.  Financial  support  for  the  survey 
was  provided  by  Health  Canada,  along  with  access  to  national  data  for 
comparison  purposes. 

The  NWT  survey  covered  a variety  of  topics  including: 

* alcohol  consumption; 

* prescription  and  non-prescription  drug  usage  and  other  medications; 

* use  of  marijuana  or  hash,  other  illegal  drugs,  and  aerosols  or 
solvents; 

* use  of  tobacco  products; 

* gambling  activities; 

* views  on  laws  relating  to  alcohol,  drugs  and  tobacco; 

* impacts  on  the  family  and  community; 

* respondent  details  such  as  age,  sex,  ethnic  group,  health  status, 
employment  and  work  history. 

A total  of  1,590  persons  were  interviewed  across  the  Northwest  Territories. 
All  respondents  to  the  survey  were  15  years  of  age  or  older. 

This  report  is  the  first  in  a series  based  on  the  survey  and  presents 
overall  findings  on  the  use  of  alcohol,  other  drugs,  and  cigarettes. 
Information  is  provided  for  the  total  territory,  and  for  specific  age,  sex 
and  ethnic  groups  --  as  well  as  for  Nunavut  and  the  new  Western  territory 
that  will  be  created  on  April  1,  1999.  National  statistics  are  also 
presented  from  the  Canada  Alcohol  & Other  Drug  Survey  that  was  conducted  in 
the  provinces  during  late  1994. 

To  facilitate  comparisons,  the  information  is  presented  as  rates  (i.e., 
population  percentages)  in  the  highlights  below.  Both  estimated  numbers  of 
persons  and  rate  information  are  provided  in  the  statistical  tables  at  the 
end  of  the  report. 

Highlights 

Alcohol  Consumption 

During  the  Previous  Twelve  Months 

The  percentage  of  the  NWT  population  who  had  consumed  alcohol  during  the 
twelve  months  prior  to  the  survey  (71.5%)  was  similar  to  the  rate  observed 
nationally  (72.3%).  Within  the  Northwest  Territories,  alcohol  consumption 
during  the  previous  year  was  much  lower  for  Nunavut  --  at  57.8%  compared  to 
78.4%  for  the  western  NWT. 

The  proportion  of  NWT  aboriginal  persons  who  stated  they  had  drank  alcohol 
in  the  past  year  was  significantly  lower  --  at  60.1%  compared  to  85.2%  for 
non-aboriginal  persons.  As  well,  an  estimated  74.5%  of  men  had  consumed 
alcohol  in  the  previous  twelve  months  compared  to  68.2%  among  women. 

The  NWT  rate  of  alcohol  use  was  highest  among  persons  25-34  years  of  age 
(80.6%)  compared  to  other  age  groups.  Although  the  overall  territorial 
alcohol  consumption  by  age  group  was  roughly  similar  to  Canada,  alcohol  use 
for  persons  15-24  years  of  age  in  the  western  NWT  (87.4%)  stood  out  as 
being  substantially  above  the  Canadian  rate  (77.3%). 

Incidence  of  Heavy  Drinking 

While  the  NWT  and  national  rates  for  alcohol  consumption  during  the 
previous  year  were  similar,  there  was  a considerable  difference  in  the 
percentage  of  persons  who  drank  heavily.  In  particular,  individuals  who 
usually  had  five  or  more  drinks  on  days  when  they  consumed  alcohol 
represented  25.6%  of  the  territorial  population  over  15  years  of  age.  This 
statistic  compares  to  8.8%  nationally. 

The  incidence  of  heavy  drinking  in  the  Northwest  Territories  was  much 
higher  among  men  than  women.  One-third  of  men  reported  consuming  more  than 
five  drinks  when  they  drank,  compared  to  17.3%  of  women.  Heavy  drinking  was 


also  more  prevalent  among  aboriginal  persons  --  at  33.0%  compared  to  16.7% 
for  non-aboriginals. 

The  population  percentage  of  heavy  drinkers  was  fairly  similar  for  Nunavut 
and  the  western  NWT.  However,  there  are  striking  differences  when  comparing 
sub-populations  in  each  area.  For  example,  an  estimated  43.0%  of  15-24  year 
olds  in  the  western  NWT  were  heavy  drinkers  compared  to  24.2%  for  Nunavut. 

The  rate  of  heavy  drinking  among  aboriginal  persons  was  much  higher  in  the 
western  NWT  --  at  40.6%  normally  consuming  five  or  more  drinks  compared  to 
25.1%  for  Nunavut. 

Frequency  of  Alcohol  Consumption 

The  frequency  of  alcohol  consumption  in  the  Northwest  Territories  is 
considerably  below  the  rate  for  Canada  as  a whole.  Specifically,  some  28.0% 
of  NWT  adults  drank  at  least  once  a week  compared  to  a 34.9%  figure  for 
Canada.  This  finding  was  to  be  expected  given  the  liquor  restrictions  in 
place  for  many  NWT  communities. 

Frequent  alcohol  consumption  for  persons  in  the  western  NWT  stood  at  33.8%, 
a figure  similar  to  the  Canadian  rate.  Frequent  drinking  was  much  lower  in 
Nunavut,  with  just  16.8%  of  adults  reporting  they  consumed  alcohol  weekly. 
Frequent  alcohol  consumption  was  also  much  lower  for  aboriginal  persons-at 
18.5%  compared  to  39.5%  for  non-aboriginals. 

Marijuana  and  Hash 

The  proportion  of  NWT  adults  who  reported  using  marijuana  or  hash  during 
the  twelve  months  prior  to  the  survey  was  considerably  higher  for  the 
Northwest  Territories  (19.8%)  compared  to  Canada  (7.4%).  In  Nunavut,  use 
was  28.7%  for  persons  15  years  and  older;  nearly  four  times  the  national 
rate.  For  the  western  NWT,  the  rate  was  double  the  national  figure  --  at 
15.3%. 

As  with  alcohol,  marijuana  or  hash  use  was  higher  for  NWT  men-at  26.8% 
compared  to  12.3%  among  women.  However,  unlike  alcohol,  use  of  these  drugs 
was  greater  for  aboriginal  persons  (27.3%)  compared  to  non-aboriginals 
(10.8%)  --  and  in  Nunavut  (28.7%)  versus  the  western  NWT  (15.3%).  Among 
aboriginal  persons,  marijuana  or  hash  use  was  more  prevalent  in  Nunavut  -- 
at  32.5%  compared  to  22.3%  for  the  western  NWT. 

Other  Illegal  Drugs 

The  use  of  other  illegal  drugs  (LSD,  speed,  cocaine,  crack  or  heroin) 
during  the  twelve  months  prior  to  the  survey  --  at  3.3%  of  NWT  adults  -- 
was  much  lower  than  the  figure  for  marijuana  or  hash.  However,  use  of  these 
drugs  was  more  than  twice  the  national  rate  (1.5%). 

Looking  at  age  groups,  those  persons  15-24  years  of  age  had  the  highest 
rate  territorially  (7.1%)  and  a somewhat  higher  rate  compared  to  this  age 
group  nationally  (5.8%).  NWT  men  (4.8%)  were  three  times  more  likely  than 
were  women  (1.6%)  to  have  used  these  drugs  during  the  previous  twelve 
months . 

Use  of  other  illegal  drugs  was  significantly  higher  for  Nunavut  (5.6%) 
compared  to  the  western  NWT  (2.2%).  Of  particular  note  was  drug  use  by 
aboriginal  persons  in  Nunavut  which  --  at  6.5%  --  was  more  than  four  times 
the  overall  national  average. 

Solvents  and  Aerosols 

Sniffing  solvents  and  aerosols  is  mainly  a childhood  behaviour.  As  the 
survey  covered  only  the  population  15  years  of  age  and  older,  the 
information  presented  in  this  report  refers  to  persons  who  have  ever  used 
solvents  or  aerosols-rather  than  to  use  only  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

The  proportion  of  persons  who  have  ever  sniffed  solvents  or  aerosols  was 
much  higher  in  the  Northwest  Territories  --  at  11.1%  of  the  adult 
population  compared  to  0.8%  for  Canada.  Sniffing  these  substances  was  also 
more  prevalent  in  Nunavut  (20.7%)  compared  to  the  western  NWT  (6.3%). 

The  percentage  of  people  who  have  used  solvents  or  aerosols  was 
particularly  high  among  aboriginal  people  --  at  19.0%  (some  24  times  the 
national  rate)  compared  to  1.7%  for  non-aboriginals.  Among  aboriginal 
persons,  the  rate  was  much  higher  for  those  living  in  Nunavut  (25.6%) 
compared  to  the  western  NWT  (12.7%).  Having  used  solvents  or  aerosols  was 


also  higher  among  men  (13.6%)  than  women  (8.5%). 


Cigarettes 

At  the  time  of  the  NWT  survey,  an  estimated  50.9%  of  adults  smoked 
cigarettes.  This  rate  of  current  smokers  was  almost  twice  that  observed 
nationally  (27.0%). 

Within  the  Northwest  Territories,  smoking  rates  were  quite  similar  for  men 
and  women  --  at  52.0%  and  49.7%  respectively.  There  was  a particularly  high 
rate  of  tobacco  use  for  persons  15-24  years  of  age  (64.3%)  --  almost  double 
the  rate  for  this  age  group  nationally  (32.4%). 

There  was  a considerable  higher  rate  of  cigarette  smoking  in  Nunavut 
(63.9%)  compared  to  the  western  NWT  (44.2%).  Also,  a very  high  rate  of 
smoking  was  observed  for  persons  15-24  years  of  age  in  Nunavut  --  at  77.9%. 

Aboriginal  persons  smoked  cigarettes  at  a substantially  higher  rate  (66.5%) 
than  did  non-aboriginals  (32.1%).  Further,  smoking  by  aboriginal  persons 
was  considerably  higher  in  Nunavut  (70.5%)  than  in  the  western  NWT  (62.6%). 

Methodology 
Survey  Organization 

The  1996  NWT  Alcohol  & Drug  Survey  questionnaire  and  the  survey  procedures 
were  developed  by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  in  consultation  with  the 
Department  of  Health  & Social  Services.  A effort  was  made  to  keep  the 
questions  comparable  to  the  1994  Canada  Alcohol  & Other  Drug  Survey. 

Telephone  interviews  were  completed  with  respondents  to  the  survey  residing 
in  Iqaluit,  Sanikiluaq,  Rankin  Inlet,  Inuvik,  Fort  Smith,  Hay  River  and 
Yellowknife.  In  all  other  communities,  respondents  were  interviewed  in 
person.  Most  interviews  were  completed  in  the  period  late  January  through 
to  the  end  of  February  1996. 

Sampling  Procedures 

Population  sampling  rates  for  the  survey  were  determined  by  the  requirement 
for  statistically  reliable  estimates  by  sex,  ethnic  group  and  age  category, 
and  for  Nunavut  and  the  new  Western  territory  that  will  be  created  on  April 
1,  1999.  A total  of  1,590  interviews  were  completed  for  the  survey  --  709 
in  Nunavut  and  881  in  the  western  NWT. 

Data  Processing  & Sample  Weights 

Following  data  entry,  computer-assisted  edits  were  performed  to  check  for 
data  entry  errors  and  logical  inconsistencies  among  responses.  Weighting  of 
the  statistical  file  was  undertaken  based  on  the  estimated  numbers  of  males 
and  females  for  specific  age  categories  and  ethnic  groups.  Weighting  of  the 
sample  was  done  at  the  community  level. 

Sampling  & Non-Sampling  Errors 

Information  on  the  sample  sizes  and  sampling  errors  is  summarized  in  Table 
8 (in  Table  8,  available  on-line).  The  minimum  proportion  of  the  noted 
population  for  which  estimates  can  be  reliably  produced  is  provided. 

Another  source  of  error  in  surveys  is  referred  to  as  non-sampling  errors. 
These  errors  result  from  incorrect  answers  being  given  to  questions,  data 
entry  errors,  etc.  Surveys  are  designed  to  help  minimize  such  errors. 
Generally,  the  effect  of  such  errors  is  not  known. 

Statistical  Tables 
Symbols  & Notes: 

no.  number  of  persons 

zero  or  too  small  to  be  expressed 
'000  thousands  of  persons 
not  available 
% percent 

Values  that  are  italicized  (in  Tables  4,  5 and  6,  available  on-line)  have  a 
coefficient  of  variation  of  more  than  33.3%  and  should  be  used  with 
considerable  caution. 

For  additional  information  contact: 

NWT  Bureau  of  Statistics,  P.0.  Box  1320 


Yellowknife,  Northwest  Territories 
Phone:  (403)  873-7147 
Fax:  (403)  873-0275 

— "RE:  Voisey  Bay  Agreement  Reached"  

Date:  Mon,  25  Nov  1996  16:08:54  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@netserver .web. net> 

Sub  j : Innu,  Inuit,  Canada  and  Nfld  reach  agreement  on  Voisey' s Bay  EA 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


INNU,  INUIT  REACH  AGREEMENT  WITH  CANADA  AND  NEWFOUNDLAND  ON  ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT  OF  VOISEY' S BAY  PR03ECT 

After  months  of  intensive  negotiations,  the  Innu  Nation  is  pleased  to 
announce  that  it  has  initialled  the  draft  Memorandum  of  Understanding  on 
the  conduct  of  the  Voisey' s Bay  environmental  assessment.  The  draft  MOU  is 
now  being  made  available  for  public  comment,  and  panel  appointments  will 
soon  be  announced  by  the  parties. 

Although  the  Innu  Nation  was  not  able  to  achieve  all  of  its  objectives  in 
the  negotiations,  the  draft  MOU  represents  an  acceptable  compromise, 
particularly  with  respect  to  aboriginal  rights. 

The  'official'  news  release  from  the  Canadian  Environmental  Assessment 
Agency  is  attached.  The  draft  MOU  is  available  on  the  internet  at: 
http : //www. ceaa . gc . ca/english/ con_docs/voisey/voisey/voisymou . html 

Canadian  Environmental  Assessment  Agency 
NEWS  RELEASE 

PUBLIC  COMMENT  INVITED  ON  THE  DRAFT  AGREEMENT  FOR 
30INT  PUBLIC  REVIEW  OF  PROPOSED  VOISEY' S BAY  PR03ECT 
OTTAWA  - November  22,  1996  - Following  an  announcement  made  earlier  today  in 
Goose  Bay,  Labrador,  the  Canadian  Environmental  Assessment  Agency  is  seeking 
public  comment  on  a draft  Agreement  to  conduct  a joint  environmental 
assessment  panel  review  of  the  proposed  mine  and  mill  development  near 
Voisey' s Bay,  Labrador.  The  Agency  will  receive  written  comments  on  the 
draft  Agreement  until  December  23,  1996. 

The  parties  to  this  Agreement,  the  governments  of  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador,  Canada,  and  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  and  the  Innu  Nation, 
propose  to  enter  into  this  Agreement  to  ensure  that  the  environmental 
effects  of  the  proposed  development  are  assessed  by  jointly  establishing  a 
single,  effective  and  efficient  public  review  process. 

Environment  Minister  Sergio  Marchi  and  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern 
Development  Minister  Ron  Irwin  are  pleased  that  all  parties  were  able  to 
reach  agreement  after  five  months  of  extensive  negotiations. 

The  full  text  of  the  proposed  Agreement  will  be  available  on  the  Agency's 
Internet  site:  http://www.ceaa.gc.ca  under  the  heading,  Canadian 
Environmental  Assessment  Agency.  Comments  on  the  Agreement  should  be 
addressed  to  Mr.  Brian  Torrie  at  the  Agency's  Head  Office  (address  below). 

The  proponent  of  this  project,  Voisey' s Bay  Nickel  Company  Limited,  a 
subsidiary  of  Inco  Limited,  is  proposing  to  develop  a nickel-copper-cobalt 
mine  and  mill  at  Voisey' s Bay,  Labrador.  The  mineral  resource  has  been 
estimated  at  approximately  150  million  tonnes.  The  project  would  be  located 
in  northern  Labrador,  35  km  southwest  of  Nain  and  79  km  northwest  of 
Utshimasits  (Davis  Inlet). 

For  a copy  of  the  draft  Agreement  or  for  information  on  the  project  and  the 
review  process,  please  contact: 


Mr.  Brian  Torrie 
Manager,  Public  Review 
Canadian  Environmental 
Assessment  Agency 
200  SacreCoeur 
Blvd.  Hull,  Quebec 
K1A  0H3 


Mr.  Bill  Coulter 
Director,  Atlantic  Region 
Suite  1030,  TD  Centre 
1791  Barrington  Street 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 
Tel.  902-426-0564 
Fax:  902-426-6550 


Internet  e-mail: 


Tel:  (819)  997-6364 
coulterw@fox.nstn . ca 
Fax: (819)  994-1469 
Internet  e-mail:  torrie@fox.nstn.ca 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.O.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 

"RE:  Chippewa  Tribe  Government  Reform"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Nov  1996  12:28:37  -0600 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Update  11/19/96  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe  Government  Reform 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NEWS  RELEASE  FROM  NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH 
AND  RESOURCE  CENTER. 

November  19,  1996  Update  from  Minnesota  Chippewa  Country 

Statement  by  the  Leech  Lake  General  Council  opposes  lawyers'  efforts  to 
hinder  federal  investigation: 

With  new  federal  subpoenas  issued  on  Leech  Lake  Reservation  General 
Funds  and  Gaming  Accounts  , the  General  council  formally  opposes  any 
further  expenditures  of  tribal  funds  to  suppress  the  subpoena  process  or 
use  Leech  lake  resources  to  pay  attorneys  for  hindering  the  investigation 
of  possible  wrongdoing  at  Leech  Lake. 

The  General  Council  feels  that  any  investigation  conducted  on  Leech  Lake 
regarding  any  suspicion  of  wrongdoing  should  be  welcomed.  If  the  Leech 
Lake  Tribal  Council  was  governed  in  an  honest  and  open  manner,  then  there 
should  be  nothing  to  hide  or  use  attorneys  to  hinder  the  process. 

It  is  the  consensus  of  the  General  Council  that  enough  money  has  been 
spent  on  attorneys  to  defend  the  actions  of  the  Leech  Lake  reservation 
Tribal  Council  and  it  is  time  the  Leech  Lake  Tribal  council  be  held 
accountable  to  the  people  of  the  reservation. 

"We,  the  General  Council,  were  very  concerned  about  the  amount  of  Leech 
Lake  money  used  to  pay  for  attorneys  to  respond  to  wrongdoing  by  the 
convicted  Tribal  council  leadership.  Now,  with  these  new  subpoenas,  how 
much  is  it  going  to  cost  the  people  of  Leech  Lake?  The  thousands  and 
thousands  of  dollars  used  by  attorneys  could  be  going  for  Headstart, 
elderly  nutrition,  or  our  under  funded  scholarship  programs.  If  we  had 
good,  and  decent  leadership  on  Leech  Lake,  we  would  not  have  to  pay  for 
attorneys.  Honest  people  do  not  need  thousands  of  dollars  to  defend 
themselves . " 


LEECH  LAKE  GENERAL  COUNCIL 


On  Saturday,  November  16  the  Leech  Lake  General  Council  hosted  a fundraiser 
pancake  feed  at  the  Onigum  Community  Center.  The  funds  raised  will  be  used 
for  those  employees  who  have  not  been  paid  for  their  services  Gerald  White, 
Linda  Dohnston,  Martin  Dennings  and  Burton  Howard.  These  are  the 
administrative  appointments  made  by  Chairman  Eli  Hunt 

More  fund  raisers  are  planned. 

A new  leader  is  rising;  it  is  not  a man  or  a woman,  but  a collective  force 
of  voices  joining  together  in  the  spirit  of  compassion  and  community.  Help 
us,  help  ourselves. 


LAND  CLAIMS  SETTLEMENT 

Due  to  widespread  opposition  at  the  public  hearings  held  recently  on  Leech 
Lake  and  Fond  du  Lac,  Attorneys  Schoessler  and  Thorne  have  reportedly 
cancelled  plans  to  bring  their  presentation  on  the  land  claims  settlement  to 
all  six  member  reservations  of  the  MCT. 


Voices  of  the  Anishinabeg: 

Kevin  Dupuis  of  Fond  du  Lac  - "We  don't  want  the  damned  money.  We  want  our 
land  back." 

Darrel  Johnson  of  Leech  Lake,  Onigum  General  Council  rep  - $20  million  is 
pretty  cheap  for  our  forests." 

Marv  Manypenny  of  White  Earth  - " You  talk  about  conflict  of  interst,  Mr. 
Schoessler,  you  were  the  lead  attorney  in  the  land  ripoff  called  WELSA. 

Now  you  say  you're  going  to  come  and  protect  our  rights?  Gaawiin!" 

Franklin  "Doc"  LaRose  - "We  never  gave  the  TEC  any  authorization  to  settle 
our  land  disputes.  We  can't  let  the  TEC  make  any  decisions.  The  people 
need  to  make  the  decisions." 

Dale  Flanks  of  White  Earth  said  any  tribal  members  with  hopes  of  per-capita 
payments  should  be  aware  that  any  such  payments  "Would  not  be  enough  to 
take  your  family  to  McDonalds" 


--  A December  3 deadline  given  by  the  NIGC  for  resolve  licensing  dispute  or 
Leech  Lake  Casinos  will  be  shut  down. 

--  November  21,  set  for  sentencing  of  the  Wadena  Gang  from  White  Earth,  9 
a.m  at  the  Federal  Courthouse  in  St.  Paul. 


--  CONSTITUTIONAL  REFORM  Meeting  set  for  NOVEMBER  25,  at  the  Shooting  Star 
Casino  in  Mahnomen,  7 p.m.  in  the  Wigwam  Room.  Please  bring  any  materials 
you  have  that  could  be  used  for  direction  in  the  Constitutional  Reform 
process  (Material  will  be  returned).  Agenda  Items:  introductions,  reform 
process.  Constitutional  Advisory  Committee,  community  education. 

For  information  and  questions:  Call  Leah  Carpenter  at  218-335-7968  or  at 
1-800-726-2764  on  Wednesday  November  20th  or  Friday  November  22. 

--Cleansing  Feast  Wednesday,  November  20,  at  the  Veterans  Memorial  Pow  Wow 
Grounds  building  at  noon.  The  General  Council  will  hold  their  weekly 
meeting  prior  to  the  feast  and  the  meeting  will  begin  at  10:00  a.m. 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 


RE:  Casino  Closure  Threatened 


Date:  Tue,  19  Nov  1996  12:28:52  -0600 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Leech  Lake  Threatened  with  Closure  of  Casino 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NEWS  RELEASE  FROM  NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH 
AND  RESOURCE  CENTER. 

We  have  received  permission  from  Bill  Lawrence  publisher  and  editor  of  the 
Ojibwe  News/Native  American  Press  and  reporters  Gary  Blair  and  Jeff 
Armstrong  to  forward  articles  pertaining  to  government  reform  movement  in 
the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe. 

Leech  Lake  Casinos  may  be  shut  down-- 

On  Nov.  14  the  National  Indian  Gaming  Commission  (NIGC)  issued  an  ultimatum 
giving  Leech  Lake  until  Dec.  3.  to  resolve  a licensing  dispute  over  gaming 
management  or  shut  down  it  two  casinos  , Northern  Lights  and  Palace  Bingo 
and  Casino. 

Refusing  to  recognize  chairman  Eli  Hunt's  dismissal  of  former 
gaming  director  Charlie  Brown  and  controller  George  Wells,  the  Reservation 
Business  Committee  --  which  also  functions  and  the  Leech  Lake  Gaming 
Commission- -has  refused  to  license  their  replacements,  who  have 


successfully  completed  background  checks. 

Outside  the  context  of  a power  struggle  with  the  new  chairman  and 
continued  revelation  of  corruption  on  the  part  of  the  incumbent  officials, 
the  RBC's  steadfast  support  for  the  former  casino  management  is  difficult 
to  understand.  Although  revenues  from  the  casinos  have  risen  to  more  than 
$32  million  annually,  profits  declined  nearly  400%  in  the  past  fiscal  year. 
Federal  officials  recently  subpoenaed  casino  financial  records  to 
investigate  possible  criminal  wrongdoing. 

Two  former  RBC/Gaming  Commission  members  are  serving  time  for 
corruption;  a third,  Myron  Ellis,  still  sits  on  the  Committee  and  the 
Commission  despite  his  conviction  and  prison  sentence  on  similar  charges. 

The  two  dueling  factions  issued  press  releases  on  tribal  council 
stationery,  each  accusing  the  other  side  of  refusing  to  negotiate  the 
dispute. 

As  band  officials,  the  district  representative  are  in  violation  of 
Article  VI,  of  the  Revised  Constitution  and  Bylaws  of  the  Minnesota 
Chippewa  Tribe  by  failing  to  recognize  the  dismissals,"  said  a press 
release  from  Hunt. 

"Their  continued  insubordination  in  complying  with  executive 
authorities  of  the  Chairman  will  result  in  NIGC  enforcement  action.  . . 

The  consequence  of  closure  rests  on  the  compliance  of  the  Council  District 
Representative  to  recognize  and  concur  with  the  dismissals  and  subsequent 
appointments,"  said  Hunt,  who  offered  a date  of  Nov.  21  for  negotiations. 

A press  statement  from  the  district  representative  quotes  NIGC 
chairman  Harold  Monteau's  letter  as  stating,  "Initially,  the  NIGC 
determined,  that  despite  the  express  requirements  of  the  Band's  gaming 
ordinance,  certain  regulatory  decisions  related  to  the  band's  griming 
operation  were  being  made  without  the  approval  of  the  Tribal  Council." 

RBC  member  lack  Seelye  is  quoted  in  the  release  as  saying,  "I'm  not 
sure  what  it  will  take  for  Hunt  to  realize  that  what  he  is  doing  is  the 
worst  possible  thing  for  the  Leech  Lake  people. 

Despite  years  of  allegations  of  fraud  and  ties  of  certain  casino 
management  officials  to  organized  crime,  NIGC  commissioner  Tom  Foley 
praised  gaming  operations  in  the  region  at  a recent  MCT  Tribal  Executive 
Committee  meeting,  "I'm  grateful  for  the  gaming  operations  in  the  upper 
Midwest,"  said  Foley. 

Editorial  opinion  by  Bill  Lawrence 

It  should  be  obvious  by  now  that  the  renewed  threat  by  (NIGC)  chairman 
Harold  Monteau,  a Clinton  appointee,  to  close  down  the  two  Leech  Lake 
casinos  is  politically  motivated. 

The  Leech  Lake  RBC  "Gang  of  Four"  and  their  ENABLERS  with  all  the 
new-found  casino  funds  have  significant  ties  to  the  Democratic  Party.  With 
the  '96  elections  now  over,  it  is  only  fitting  that  Monteau  use  some  of  the 
spoils  from  his  office  as  NIGC  chairman--which  is  essentially  the  new 
Indian  czar--to  intimidate  Leech  Lake  tribal  chairman  Eli  Hunt  into 
capitulating  to  the  Gang  of  Four. 

How  else  could  you  read  his  action  here  at  Leech  Lake,  with  its 
relatively  minor  infractions  to  the  gaming  act,  in  comparison  to  the 
ripoffs  of  other  casinos  by  tribal  officials,  unscrupulous  managers  and 
management  companies.  In  addition,  due  to  Hunt's  appointment  of  the  two 
gaming  official,  i.e.  Martin  Dennings  as  gaming  manager  and  Burton  Howard 
as  Controller,  the  Leech  Lake  casinos  are  being  run  the  cleanest  that  they 
ever  have  been  run  in  their  history. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  ENABLERS  of  the  Gang  of  Four  are  desperate 
for  something  to  happen  before  the  federal  Grand  Dury  meets  on  December  4 
in  Minneapolis  in  its  probe  of  Leech  Lake  RBC's  expenditure  of  gaming 
funds,  records  of  which  were  subpoenaed  last  week  by  the  U.S.  Attorney's 
Office.  It  must  have  taken  a lot  of  political  clout  to  get  Monteau  to  send 
the  letter  to  the  Leech  Lake  RBC  at  this  time.  In  addition  to  the  gaming 
documents,  the  U.S.  Attorney's  Office  has  also  subpoenaed  all  records 
pertaining  to  the  expenditure  of  leech  lake  tribal  general  funds,  including 
travel  funds  and  the  use  of  credit  cards.  Based  upon  past  experiences  and 
common  knowledge  around  the  Leech  Lake  Reservation  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  December  Grand  Dury  hearing  will  lead  to  a new  round  of  federal 


indictments . 

So  you  can  see  why  the  gang  and  their  ENABLERS  will  go  to  any 
length,  or  call  in  any  card,  to  save  their  hides.  It  should  be  very 
interesting  indeed  to  see  how  deep  into  the  leech  Lake  administration  the 
new  Grand  lury  probe  goes. 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


Bernard  J.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 


RE:  Leech  Lake  State  of  the  Rez 


Date:  Mon,  25  Nov  1996  11:58:35  -0600 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 

Sub j : Leech  Lake  Chairman's  State  of  the  Rez  communication-11/23 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NEWS  RELEASE  FROM  NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH 
AND  RESOURCE  CENTER: 

LL-RBC  chairman  responds  to  Gaming  commission  threat  of  casino  closure 

I hope  everyone  has  had  a successful  harvest  season,  and  like 
myself,  are  preparing  for  the  winter  months  ahead  This  letter  is  just  the 
first  of  an  ongoing  communication  from  my  office  of  the  events  that  affect 
you,  the  Leech  Lake  people.  As  I promised  during  my  campaign,  I intend  to 
keep  you  informed  of  the  current  and  future  activities  that  involve  the 
strengthening  of  our  government. 

The  most  pressing  issue  at  hand  is  the  lack  of  cooperation  from  the 
District  Representatives  to  work  with  the  chairman  as  a Tribal  Council  that 
works  for  the  people.  One  of  the  issues  affected  by  this  problem  is  the 
situation  with  our  gaming  operation  and  the  threatened  closure  by  the 
National  Indian  Gaming  Commission. 

The  NIGC  has  threatened  to  initiate  closure  proceedings  by  December 
3,  1996,  if  the  Tribal  Council  does  not  work  together  to  resolve  the 
dispute.  You  need  to  be  aware  that  this  is  a real  possibility.  I promised 
you  open  government  and  accountability  and  this  is  one  of  the  reasons  that 
new  people  are  needed  and  I appointed  them  to  work  for  you.  The  Federal 
Subpoena  of  our  records  supports  my  position  of  the  need  for  change  in  the 
way  things  were  done  in  the  past  and  a federal  review  of  our  records  should 
answer  any  questions. 

Many  people  feel  that  it  was  I who  contacted  the  NIGC  or  the  NIGC 
stepped  in  because  of  violations,  when  in  reality,  it  was  the  District 
Representatives  who  called  the  NIGC.  The  licensing  issue  is  not  a valid 
excuse  for  closing  our  casinos  as  the  two  people  who  are  in  place  are 
licensable  under  all  applicable  laws.  I feel  very  strongly  about  keeping 
these  staff  members  and  I feel  that  these  new  people  can  effectively  and 
efficiently  run  our  programs.  Our  financial  statements  and  profit  margins 
have  concerned  me  and  they  should  concern  you  also,  as  it  is  Leech  Lake 
funds  that  are  not  properly  managed.  It  is  a reflection  on  the  way  things 
have  historically  been  done  on  Leech  Lake. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  thank  you  for  all  the  support  I have 
received  from  everywhere.  Your  kind  words  are  encouraging  and  please  keep 
the  faith  in  our  movement.  I appreciate  the  way  everyone  has  conducted 
themselves  considering  how  many  of  you  have  been  treated  because  of  your 
beliefs . 

Sincerely, 

Eli  0.  Hunt,  Chairman 
Leech  Lake  Reservation 

>>>  > 

Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 


"RE : Highway  Nightmare  for  Innu"  

Date:  Thu,  21  Nov  1996  15:04:52  -0400 
From:  innuenv@pop.web.net  (Larry  Innes) 

Sub j : Government  Vision  of  Trans- Labrador  Highway  Nightmare  for  Innu 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  15  November  1996 

GOVERNMENT  VISION  OF  TRANS- LABRADOR  HIGHWAY  A NIGHTMARE  - ASHINI 

(Sheshatshiu)  The  provincial  government's  vision  of  the  Trans-Labrador 
Highway  is  a re-occurring  nightmare  for  the  Innu  people.  Daniel  Ashini,  the 
Director  of  Innu  Rights  and  Environment  stated  that  "The  Newfoundland 
government  has  always  been  interested  in  gaining  access  to  Innu  land.  But 
without  a land  rights  agreement  with  the  Innu,  the  Trans-Labrador  Highway 
will  always  be  a non-starter . " 

Earlier  this  week,  Ernie  McLean,  the  Minister  of  Government  Services  and 
Dulie  Bettney,  the  Minister  of  Works  Services  and  Transportation  announced 
that  the  province  was  actively  pursuing  the  development  of  an  all-weather 
Trans-Labrador  Highway,  including  an  upgrade  of  the  existing  Churchill 
Falls  tote  road  and  the  construction  of  a new  link  from  Goose  Bay  to  the 
South  Coast. 

"This  isn't  the  first  time  that  a Trans-Labrador  road  has  been  proposed. 

And  it  comes  as  no  surprise  to  the  Innu  that  government  has  not  even 
bothered  to  consult  with  us  on  their  latest  proposal.  They  certainly 
haven't  given  Innu  rights  any  consideration  in  the  past.  Smallwood 
personally  authorized  a survey  for  the  highway  routing  in  the  60's.  No  one 
thought  to  even  inform  the  Innu  at  that  time.  And  when  the  present  road  was 
bulldozed  across  our  land,  government  did  so  without  our  permission.", 
continued  Ashini. 

"The  present  road  has  had  a tremendous  impact  on  the  Innu  people.  It  opened 
up  large  areas  of  our  lan 


■ ) ) / ) 

III 

/ (_  ( / ' 


0 


0 


) / / ■)  / /)■))/  ) 
/ / / / / / /--/  III  


/ 

/ 


(_(_/  (_/  ( /(_/(_  ( / ■_/_ 


/ ' ) / / ) ■ ) / / ■ 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  VOLUME  04 j ISSUE  049 


0 

0 o o 


0 

o 

o 


0 

o o 0 


/_  / ) ( / / ( ( j 7 December  1996  0 o 0 

KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 o 0 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  AISESnetjNativeWebj INDIAN- ROOTS  & NATIVE-L 
listservers;  UUCP  & genie  email;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, alt . books . reviews, 
soc . culture . native j igc . indig. educ at ion , rec . arts . books . reviews , rec . arts . books 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"It  is  said  that  there  is  never  enough  religion  in  the  world  to 
make  people  love  one  another-- just  enough  to  make  them  hate  one 
another.  As  the  twentieth  century  draws  to  a closej  incendiary 
blends  of  fundamentalist  religionj  politicSj  nationalism,  and 
ethnic  zealotry  engender  countless  examples  of  atrocity  in  the 
name  of  faith  and  orthodoxy.  If  anythingj  religious  persecution 
is  more  savage  now  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  mankind." 
lames  A.  Haught 

"Holy  Horrors:  an  Illustrated  history  of  Religious  Murder  and  Madness" 

(New  York:  Prometheus  BookSj  1990) 

"Warriors  and  friends:  I am  informed  that  the  great  white  war  chief  who 
of  his  generosity  and  comradeship  has  given  us  this  feastj  has  expressed 
the  wish  that  we  may  follow  to-night  the  usages  and  customs  of  my  people. 
In  other  wordSj  this  is  a warriors'  feastj  a braves'  meal.  I call  upon 
the  Ojibway  chief , the  Hole-in-the-Dayj  to  give  the  lone  wolf's  hunger 
call,  after  which  we  will  join  him  in  our  usual  manner." 

Taoyatedutaj  His  Red  People  "Little  Crow"j  Kaposia  Sioux 

The  tall  and  handsome  Ojibway  now  rose  and  straightened  his  superb  form 


to  utter  one  of  the  clearest  and  longest  wolf  howls  that  was  ever  heard 
in  Washington,  and  at  its  close  came  a tremendous  burst  of  war  whoops 
that  fairly  rent  the  air,  and  no  doubt  electrified  the  officials  there 
present . 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  first  articles  in  this  issue  are  nearly  identical.  They  are  about 
ignorance  and  subjugation.  They  are  about  a society  with  no  center 
dictating  how  another  culture  relates  to  Mother  Earth  and  Father  Sky.  It 
is  yet  another  attempt  to  answer  the  "Indian  Question"  with  cultural 
genocide . 

There  is  some  question  as  this  goes  out  over  the  net  about  whether  South 
Dakota  again  stepped  forward  to  wave  the  banner  of  ignorance,  by  trying  to 
deny  Native  Americans  the  right  to  gather  on  government  lands  or  in  groups 
of  forty  or  more  in  the  Black  Hills.  Not  many  powwows,  festivals  or 
dances  draw  less  than  forty  participants.  What  is  important  is  that 
the  People  of  the  First  Nations  did  come  together  and  make  the  government 
of  South  Dakota  aware  that  there  must  be  a recognition  of  the  rights  of 
the  Native  People  living  there.  It  is  possible  that  there  was  not  such 
an  attempt,  as  the  closing  article  in  part  B indicates.  It  is  also  possible 
the  outpouring  of  email  and  calls  created  a change  of  plans.  This  message 
may  well  say  it  all... 

Start  of  Message 

Date:  Tue,  03  Dec  1996  23:48:10  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : Re:  URGENT:  South  Dakota  prohibition  against  Native 
ceremonies SUCCESS  !!! 

The  governor  of  South  Dakota  cut  short  his  afternoon  schedule  to  appear  on 
Television  at  six  o'clock  to  announce  that  the  state  is  forming  committees  of 
Native  people  to  address  welfare  reform  issues,  preservation  of  sacred  site 
status  and  essentially  everything  the  e-mail  campaign  presented  to  the 
governor,  in  response  (IMHO)  to  the  outpouring  of  e-mails  to  the  governor's 
office. 

People  - stand  proud  we  HAVE  made  a difference  today. 

Further  details  from  the  meeting  will  be  sent  when  I receive  them  from  Doe 
Chases  Horses. 

Thank  you  from  the  heart  for  this  outpouring  for  our  First  Nations  people. 

In  Unity  We  Stand, 

Ishgooda 

Cybersupport  Chapter 

National  Field  Director's  Office 

End  0f  Message  

If,  in  fact,  an  attempt  is  made  to  limit  gatherings  of  Native  People  I 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


wonder  if  the  same  restrictions  will  be  imposed  on  Boy  or  Girl  Scouts 
encamping  in  State  or  Federal  Parks?  Will  there  be  an  attempt  to  also 
limit  the  number  of  bikers  at  Sturgis  to  40  or  less?  Will  bus  tours  of  the 
Black  Hills  be  limited  to  40  or  less? 

This  whole  issue  is  about  a society  that  came  to  Turtle  Island  seeking 
freedom,  only  to  build  fences.  It  is  about  a society  that  fears  and  loathes 
those  who  do  not  assimilate  to  their  controlling,  smothering  way  of  being. 

Barbara  Munson's  excellent  examination  into  the  question  of  logos  that 
continue  the  misuse  of  stereotypical  images  is  also  included  in  this  issue. 

I will  never  understand  how  anyone  can  be  so  naive  and  insensitive  that  he 
or  she  actually  believes  it  honors  one  human  being  to  serve  as  a mascot  for 
another.  Read  Barbara's  words,  take  them  to  your  heart,  and  speak  them 
to  those  who  need  to  understand. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 
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"RE : South  Dakota  to  Impose  Restrictions"  

Date:  Mon,  02  Dec  1996  15:57:49  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : URGENT 

UUCP  email 

I lust  received  a call  from  Indiana  concerning  a meeting  with  the  governor 
of  S.  Dakota,  Bill  lanklow,  tomorrow  afternoon  with  loe  Chases  Horses  and 
Arvol  Looking  Horse  (among  other  leaders).  This  meeting  involves  the 
prohibition  of  any  kind  of  Native  ceremonies  on  state  forest  land.  This 
would  also  preclude  sundances,  sweatlodges  and  limit  the  number  of  native 
Americans  to  40  or  under  in  any  kind  of  gathering. 

Bear  Butte,  the  location  of  many  of  the  First  nations  ceremonial  sites  as 
well  as  our  people's  homes  is  included  in  this  prohibition. 

Would  like  to  see  several  hundred  faxes  to  the  governor  between  now  and 
tomorrow's  meeting  in  support  of  our  Elders  and  the  first  nations  right  to 
worship  on  sacred  grounds. 

PLEASE  SEND  E-MAIL  TO:  ishgooda@tdi.net  for  government  and  media  distribution 
YOUR  SUPPORT  IS  URGENTLY  REQUESTED! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 


- News  from  Nunavut 
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"RE : Call  for  Support"  

Date:  Mon,  02  Dec  1996  17:23:00  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub  j : URGENT! ! ! 

UUCP  email 

The  following  information  comes  from  Doe  Chases  Horses  who  plans  if  possible 
to  attend  tomorrow's  meeting.  This  will  be  the  first  time  the  state  of  S. 
Dakota  has  taken  the  issue  of  sacred  lands  to  a public  forum. 

A portion  of  the  land  in  the  Black  Hills  under  discussion  was  used  this 
past  Spring  for  a ceremony  in  which  over  700  of  our  young  people  were  in 
attendance.  This  ceremony  has  grown  each  year  and  is  jeopardized. 

A few  months  ago.  President  Clinton  issued  an  executive  order  supporting 
the  right  to  free  worship  of  the  people  in  traditional  sacred  lands.  A 
local  judge  in  SD  has  chosen  to  ignore  this  executive  order  and  prohibit 
the  use  of  the  Black  Hills  for  gathering  of  over  40  people. 

Tomorrows  meeting  is  sponsored  by  two  legislators  the  representative  from 
the  Rosebud  Reservation  and  Rep.  Volsky. 

Arvol  Looking  Horse  and  other  tribal  leaders  plan  to  attend  the  meeting 
which  begins  at  10PM  in  Pierre,  SD. 

There  are  a number  of  ongoing  cases  involving  spiritual  and  human  rights 
following  the  Dune  21,  1996  Proclamation  from  Arvol  Looking  Horse. 

Would  like  to  see  several  hundred  faxes  to  the  governor  between  now  and 
tomorrow's  meeting  in  support  of  our  Elders  and  the  first  nations  right  to 
worship  on  sacred  grounds. 

Please  visit  the  First  nations  Site  to  sign  a petition  at: 

<http : //www . dickshovel . com/ sd . html> 

OR 

SEND  E-MAIL  TO:  ishgooda@tdi.net  for  government  and  media  distribution 
YOUR  SUPPORT  IS  URGENTLY  REQUESTED! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Ishgooda 

Cyber  Support  Chapter 
AIM-National  Field  Director's  Office 

"RE;  Religious  Freedom  Violations"  

Date:  Tue,  3 Dec  1996  10:29:14  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Religious  Freedom  Violations 

UUCP  email 

State  Capitol 

The  Honorable  Governor  of  South  Dakota 
Governor  Bill  Danklow 
Pierre,  South  Dakota 

Dear  Governor  Danklow: 

The  State  of  South  Dakota  in  it's  endeavor  to  prohibit  Native  American 
Indian  Ceremonies  of  State  Forest  Lands  would  stand  in  violation  of: 

(1)  The  Religious  Freedom  Restoration  Act  of  1993  - Prohibits  any  agency, 
department,  or  official  of  the  United  States  of  any  State(the  govern- 
ment from  burdening  a person's  exercise  of  religion ... (P . L. 103-141) 

(2)  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Resolution  of  1978(P. L. 95-341)  - 
That  henceforth  is  shall  be  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to 
protect  and  preserve  for  American  Indians  their  inherent  right  of 
freedom  to  believe,  express,  and  exercise  the  traditional  religions 
of  the  American  Indian,  including  but  not  limited  to  access  to  sites. 


use  and  possession  of  sacred  objects,  and  the  freedom  to  worship 
through  ceremonials  and  traditional  rites. 


The  Native  American  Indian  rights  of  religious  freedom  must  not  be 
abridged  without  just  proper  cause  and  South  Dakota's  infringement 
of  such  rights  advocates  racialism  of  the  worse  kind,  especially  in 
these  modern  times. 

All  too  often,  the  Governments,  Federal  or  State  undermine  the  rights 
of  the  Native  American  Indian,  and  such  insensitive  and  bias  acts  must 
be  stopped,  for  such  religious  practices  are  in  fact  an  integral  part 
of  the  Native  American  Indians  culture  and  tradition  and  heritage  and 
are  indispensable  and  irreplaceable. 

The  State  of  South  Dakota  hopefully  will  not  endorse  such  religious 
freedom  restrictions  on  the  Native  American  Indian,  for  such  an  act 
would  greatly  take  all  of  America  back  in  time,  and  to  fall  back  in 
such  a manner  is  not  building  a bridge  to  the  21st  Century  but  closing 
the  door  on  religious  freedoms,  closing  the  door  of  justice,  and 
advocating  that  only  Americans  have  Religious  Freedoms  and  not  the 
Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Native  American  Indian. 

Therefore,  I ask  Governor  Bill  lanklow  and  the  State  of  South  Dakota 
to  not  enforce  racial  hatred,  but  to  advocate  justice  of  the  peoples 
inherent  right  to  religious  freedoms,  especially  that  of  the  Native 
American  Indian.  Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 

Larry  Kibby,  Program  Director 

Western  Shoshone  Flistoric  Preservation  Society 

Elko  Indian  Colony 

1581  Pinenut  Circle 

Elko,  Nevada  89801 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
In  this,  the  Sovereign  Nations  should  stand  in  great  solidarity.  This 
oppressive  act  being  advocated  by  the  State  of  South  Dakota  must  be 
stopped,  and  every  effort  made  to  assure  religious  freedoms  will 
continue  in  the  State  of  South  Dakota. 

Please,  in  order  to  suppress  this  aggressive  act  by  Governor  Bill  lanklow, 
and  the  State  of  South  Dakota,  help  preserve  and  protect  the  Religious 
Freedoms  and  Ceremonial  sites  of  the  Native  American  Indian,  by  taking 
a stand  in  solidarity.  Thank  you. 

"RE : Success"  

Date:  Tue,  03  Dec  1996  23:58:42  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi.net> 

Sub j : Re:  URGENT:  South  Dakota  prohibition  against  Native 
ceremonies SUCCESS  !!! 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

This  in  from  a participant  at  today's  meeting: 

Last  night  I saw  First  Nations  rise  and  take  a stand ....  after  Five 
Hundred  Years  of  occupation. 

All  night  the  phones  rang... calls  from  Spiritual  leaders  across  Turtle 
Island  who  heard  the  call  to  come... come  and  fight  for  the  People. . .Oyate. 

Over  and  over  I listened  as  leaders  shared  their  hearts .. .their  spirits 
as  One,  standing  together  to  say... No  MORE... No  MORE... 

In  the  darkness  of  that  night  I saw  a fire  begin .... Traditionals  who 
once  might  have  had  differences,  put  them  aside  and  joined  hands  to  stand 
together  in  a fight  against  the  Government  of  South  Dakota  who  had  planned 
on  limiting  Spiritual  Gatherings  to  no  more  than  40  people  at  one  time  in 
attendance. 


I saw  the  fire  of  their  words  as  they  dedicated  themselves  to  do 
whatever  was  necessary  to  stop  the  wasichu  from  obtaining  any  power  over 
First  Nations.  I saw  the  Spirit  of  Grandfathers  come  forth... and  I saw  the 
result  of  that  power. 

I watched  a sacred  Spiritual  leader  with  no  sleep,  having  driven  from 
Colorado,  sit  on  that  phone  talking  all  night  and  asking  for  help... I saw 
him  stand  tall  in  pride  for  The  People  as  we  walked  up  to  the  State  Capital 
of  South  Dakota,  into  enemy  territory. . . . without  a moment's  hesitation, 
and  I marveled  at  the  courage. 

I listened  as  a known  sacred  leader  prayed  with  the  Chanupa,  gave  us 
spiritual  instructions  on  what  to  do  as  a ceremony  and  spoke  these  words  to 
us... "Now  as  you  get  there,  their  words  will  turn... they  will  change  what 
they  planned  on  doing  to  us.  When  you  get  there  things  will  change."  I had 
no  way  of  knowing  at  that  moment,  how  very  true  those  words  were. 

We  met,  with  several  legislators  and  representatives  there  who  did  as  we 
expected ...  denied  having  to  do  anything  about  limiting  Spiritual 
gatherings,  thus  the  words  did  turn  and  as  we  talked... we  learned  several 
interesting  details. 

Last  night ....  hundreds  of  E mails,  phone  calls,  faxes  were  sent  to  the 
Governor  of  South  Dakota  who  met  with  leaders  there  about  this.  Though  we 
shall  never  know  the  truth  of  what  was  spoken  there  at  that  meeting,  I do 
know  that  for  the  first  time  in  their  political  careers  they  SAW  the  Power 
of  the  People  and  they  withdrew  any  possible  impending  discussions 
concerning  this  issue. 

I talked  with  an  Aide  of  the  Governor  today  who  angrily  told  me  how  the 
E mails  sent  had  jammed  the  Computer  System  at  the  State  Capital  and  who 

stomped  off  during  our  discussion.  I knew  then... we  had  WON His 

frustration  and  anger  over  the  opposition  shown  in  such  great  force  by  all 
those  who  sent  petitions  that  we  hand  carried  to  the  State  Capital... by  the 
many  E mails  to  them... the  faxes... the  phone  calls  spoke  loudly  for  First 
Nations ...  and  those  words  rang  in  the  Capital  of  South  Dakota 
today ... .through  halls  where  laws  have  been  passed  for  decades  designed  to 
extermination  the  People  of  the  Lakota  Nation ....  and  those  words  were... NO 
MORE...  NO  MORE NO  MORE NO  MORE 

I read,  hundreds  of  your  E mails  which  were  forwarded  to  me  to  hand 
carry  today... I read  your  heart  words  to  Spiritual  leaders  who  struggled 
with  tears  in  their  eyes  to  find  words  to  speak  to  you.... in  thanks. 

I will  be  uploading  in  a day  or  two  to  the  source  site  where  you  now 
read  these  words,  official  words  from  them.... for  they  do  wish  to  find 
strong  words  from  their  hearts  to  thank  each  of  you.  But... I can  tell  you 
now  that  they  now  have  HOPE.... I saw  the  fires  ignited  in  First  Nations  as 
we  stood  at  the  State  Capital  and  each  of  your  spirits  were  there  with  us 
shouting.. NO  MORE... and  I saw  them  back  down... as  they  saw  that  they  were 
being  watched.  In  their  arrogance  and  by  history,  they  thought  they  could 
merely  enact  legislation  without  opposition.  They  see  now. . .there  is  no 
way  it  is  going  to  be  allowed. 

For  me,  the  lesson  in  this  was ... .Surely,  if  the  greatest  Spiritual 
leaders  of  First  Nations  can  come  together  in  a common  cause,  the  rest  of 
us  can  put  aside  our  differences ...  our  petty  quarreling. . .our  attacks  on 
one  another,  and  join  hands  for  oyate...The  People. 

I have  seen  the  Boot  Camp  recently  opened  in  Custer  S.D.  where  they  take 
our  children  again ....  just  as  they  did  at  Carlisle  Government  Boarding 
School  in  1890 ....  Parents,  under  current  S.D.  law  have  absolutely  no  rights 
to  stop  them.  They  are,  by  law,  able  to  administer  Electric  Shock 
treatments  to  these  children  as  a form  of  behavior  modification  which  is 
washichu  term  for  control. 

It  is  time  for  First  Nations  to  come  to  the  realization  that  the  same 
washichu  tactics  are  being  used  again  against  us... divide  and 
conquer ...  split  us.. and  take  our  culture. 

I call  upon  each  person  to  rise  above  their  own  differences ... .to  stand 
together  in  a circle  and  shout  NO  MORE...  NO  MORE.... 

I heard  the  beginnings  of  those  words  last  night ...  ringing  through  the 
halls  today ... .going  forth  across  the  winds.... I ask  you  to  hear  them. 

If  we  do  not  rise  as  oyate  then  we  shall  fall  together... 

We  must  stand.... we  must.  We  cannot  defeat  ourselves  by  attacking  each 


other... We  are  NOT  the  enemy. . .the  enemy  is  those  who  have  seen  our 
weaknesses  of  pride  and  self  interest ...  and  used  them  against  us.  For  as 
long  as  they  know  we  do  not  find  a way  to  fight  together. . .as  long  as  they 
can  keep  us  fighting  ourselves .. .we,  ourselves ...  destroy  First 
Nations ...  not  them... we  do. 

You... each  of  you... have  brought  the  spark  back.  Become  as  the  winds 
now  and  carry  the  fires  it  shall  ignite  to  all  Four  Directions ...  The  Flonor 
of  First  Nations  shone  in  that  fire  today... and  there  are  many  whom  you  may 
never  know... may  never  meet... who  felt  your  love  and  caring... and  were 
given  the  courage  to  stand  today. 

They  thank  you .... 

"RE : Hydro-Quebec  News"  

Date:  28  Nov  96  09:37:39  EST 

From:  Ann  Stewart  <75361. 1143@CompuServe.C0M> 

Sub j : HQ  news  11/27:  a turkey  of  a story? 

UUCP  email 

What's  the  deal  here... they  figure  they  make  partners  outta  Indians,  their 
electrons  will  be  more  palatable  to  America's  northeastern  customers?  I 
heard  Jacques  G.  had  retired  as  of  October  (wonder  if  he's  filing  US  Dept  of 
Dustice  foreign  agent  lobbying  forms...).  "Respect  for  M Earth"  comes  right 
out  of  Public  Relations  101. 

Hydro-Quebec  and  Native  Community  Agree  To  Build  Hydro  Plant  In  Partnership 

MONTREAL- -(BUSINESS  WIRE)--Nov.  27,  1996--Montreal-based  Hydro-Quebec  and 
Hydro-Ilnu,  a corporation  owned  by  the  Conseil  des  Montagnais  du  Lac  St.  lean 
(Innu  Council  of  Lac  St. -lean),  have  signed  a memorandum  of  agreement  to  build 
a 9.9  MW-hyrdoelectric  generating  station  on  the  Mistassibi  River  near  the 
Innu  village  of  Mashteuiatsh  in  the  Lac  St. -lean  region,  300  miles  northeast 
of  Montreal. 

The  power  plant  will  be  built  and  operated  by  the  Minashtuk  limited 
partnership,  owned  by  Hydro-Quebec  and  Hydro-Ilnu.  The  project  is  the  result 
of  a partnership  between  Hydro-Quebec  and  the  Conseil  des  Montagnais  du  Lac 
St. -lean,  which  was  established  in  1994  to  identify  business  opportunities  for 
the  region's  Innu  Native  community. 

"The  Minashtuk  hydroelectric  project  will  provide  long-term  economic 
development  opportunities  for  our  community,"  said  Chief  Remy  "Kak'wa" 
Kurtness.  "At  the  same  time,  our  traditional  values  of  respect  for  Mother 
Earth  will  ensure  that  the  project  will  be  built  and  operated  according  to  the 
principles  of  sustainable  development." 

The  output  of  the  new  facility  will  be  integrated  into  the  Hydro-Quebec 
power  grid  over  the  next  20  years.  The  agreement  also  allows  the  company  to 
move  closer  to  its  goal  of  reaching  agreements  with  private  producers  for  a 
total  of  370  MW  within  the  next  year. 

"We  see  partnerships  such  as  this  one  with  Hydro-Ilnu  as  a central  component 
of  our  vision  for  sustainable  development  in  Quebec's,"  said  Jacques 
Guevremont,  Hydro-Quebec's  representative  in  the  United  States.  "Agreements  of 
this  type  are  a model  for  the  new  business  relationships  we  intend  to 
encourage  and  develop  with  our  partners  going  forward." 

Hydro-Quebec,  a publicly-owned  utility  with  a total  capacity  of  close  to 
34,000  MW,  serves  3 million  customers  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  generating  96 
percent  of  its  electricity  through  hydropower.  Hydro-Quebec  also  trades 
electricity  with  neighboring  utilities  in  Canada  and  the  United  States  and  is 
a member  of  the  Northeast  Power  Coordinating  Council. 

"RE;  Canada  Cops  Threaten  Natives"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Oct  1996  18:39:59  -0700 
From:  Brian  Hauk  <bghauk@infomatch . com> 

Sub j : Canada  Cops  Threaten  Natives 


UUCP  email 


Canada  Cops  Threaten  Natives  {back  page} 

from  the  Militant,  vol. 59/no. 34  September  18,  1995 


BY  BEVERLY  BERNARDO  AND  HOE  YOUNG 

100  MILE  HOUSE,  British  Columbia  - The  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police 
(RCMP)  are  surrounding  a group  of  about  30  Natives  and  their  supporters  at 
Gustafsen  Lake,  about  500  kilometers  north  of  Vancouver.  They  are 
threatening  to  use  force  to  end  the  occupation  of  about  two  square  miles 
of  territory  the  Natives,  who  call  themselves  the  Defenders  of  the 
Shuswap  Nation,  consider  sacred. 

In  an  ominous  move,  the  cops  brought  in  at  least  four  armored  vehicles 
September  5 to  reinforce  their  siege,  which  began  three  weeks  earlier. 

For  a number  of  years.  Natives  have  been  using  the  area  to  carry  out  a 
sundance  religious  ceremony.  Until  this  year  they  had  an  agreement  with 
Lyle  lames,  the  rancher  who  owns  a 180,000  hectare  cattle  ranch  in  the 
area,  which  is  in  the  traditional  territory  of  the  Canoe  Creek  band  of  the 
Shuswap  nation. 

On  Dune  13,  Dames  and  12  of  his  employees  stormed  the  Native  campsite 
and  attempted  to  serve  an  eviction  notice.  The  day  after,  two  employees  of 
the  Forestry  Service  claim,  the  Natives  fired  on  them.  Dames  demanded  that 
the  RCMP  clear  the  Natives  off  the  site. 

The  confrontation  at  Gustafsen  Lake  followed  a series  of  Native 
roadblocks  in  this  province  over  land  claims  in  the  past  few  months.  In 
British  Columbia,  except  for  a small  area,  treaties  were  never  signed  with 
Native  people.  For  several  years  now  negotiations  have  been  taking  place 
between  many  Native  bands  and  the  federal  and  provincial  governments,  but 
not  a single  land  claim  has  been  settled. 

"We  don't  endorse  taking  up  arms,  but  these  (the  Gustafsen  Lake  group) 
are  frustrated  people  like  many  of  our  people,"  Frank  Bucher,  vice 
president  of  the  Union  of  British  Columbia  Indian  Chiefs,  said. 

Government  officials  have  threatened  the  occupiers.  Federal  Indian 
Affairs  Minister  Ron  Irwin  said,  "They  cannot  behave  with  this  illegal 
activity  in  Canada."  B.C.  attorney  general  Ujjal  Dosanjh  insisted,  "This 
is  an  issue  of  law  enforcement  and  I speak  as  the  top  law  enforcement 
officer  in  the  province." 

The  big-business  media  campaign  against  the  Natives  and  their  supporters 
has  heightened  a sharp  polarization  in  the  area  for  and  against  the 
Natives  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  On  August  27,  about  25  local  residents 
demonstrated  against  Bruce  Clark,  the  occupiers'  lawyer,  carrying  signs 
like,  "We  support  the  RCMP." 

In  an  August  24  press  release  signed  by  faithkeeper  Percy  Rosette,  the 
occupiers  outlined  their  proposals  for  a "peaceful  resolution  to  a crisis 
which  has  been  going  on  for  139  years."  They  said  they  would  agree  to  lay 
down  their  arms  after  receiving  a guarantee  of  diplomatic  immunity  from 
prosecution  for  all  members  of  the  camp,  and  audiences  between  their 
lawyer  Clark  and  the  Queen's  privy  council  and  the  governor  general  of 
Canada  to  achieve  a ruling  on  the  legitimacy  of  their  claims. 

On  August  26,  the  RCMP  cut  off  all  radio  and  phone  communications  for 
those  in  the  encampment.  The  following  day  the  RCMP  alleged  that 
protesters  fired  on  and  hit  two  RCMP  officers  in  the  back,  but  because  the 
officers  were  wearing  flak  jackets  they  received  only  bruises.  However  on 
August  31,  Clark  was  allowed  into  the  camp  and  emerged  with  an  affidavit 
by  Tonde  Halle,  a freelance  camera  operator  who  has  been  staying  in  the 
camp.  Halle  says  the  police  fired  first. 

Protests  against  an  RCMP  attack  and  in  support  of  Native  claims  to  the 
occupied  land  have  taken  place  in  cities  across  Canada.  In  Washington,  D.C. 
, Natives  from  several  tribes  demonstrated  August  29  in  front  of  the 
Canadian  embassy.  One  demonstrator  carried  a sign  that  read,  "Honor  native 
treaty  rights  - No  Waco  at  Gustafsen  Lake." 

Activists  opposed  to  police  intervention  have  been  gathering  in  100  Mile 
House,  35  kilometers  from  the  occupation.  Neither  the  press  nor  anyone 
else  are  allowed  past  a police  barricade  about  20  kilometers  from  this 
site.  Outside  the  Red  Coach  Inn  in  100  Mile  House,  Shari  Bondy,  whose 
husband  is  in  the  encampment,  showed  Militant  reporters  the  bulletin  board 


where  messages  of  support  from  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Students,  Canada 
Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  the  Native  Peoples,  First  Nations 
Environmental  Network,  and  other  groups  are  posted. 

Beverly  Bernardo  is  a laid-off  member  of  the  Union  of 
Needletrades,  Industrial  and  Textile  Employees  and  Doe  Young 
is  a member  of  the  United  Steelworkers  both  in  Vancouver. 

To  get  an  introductory  12-week  subscription  to  the  Militant  in  the 
U.S.,  send  $10  US  to:  The  Militant,  410  West  Street,  New  York,  NY  10014. 
For  subscription  rates  to  other  countries,  send  e-mail  to 
themilitant@igc.apc.org  or  write  to  the  above  address. 

"RE : Canada's  Shame"  


Date:  9:31  AM  Nov  20,  1996 
Sub  j : Canada's  Shame  (part  1) 
From:  jwalenci@acc.jbu.edu 

Newsgroup:  igc. indig. education 
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[This  article  has  been  excerpted.] 

Canada's  Shame  By  HACK I LEROUX 

MISHKEEGOGAMANG  RESERVE,  Ontario,  25  Oct.  1996  (Ottawa  Sun): 

Written  in  thick,  black  marker  on  the  wall  of  Dudith  Bottle's  home  are 
the  words:  "All  I want  is  everything."  No  one  is  sure  who  wrote  the  line. 
Certainly  not  Dudith.  She's  only  two.  But  as  her  small,  round  face  -- 
dirty  but  adorable  --  peers  out  of  the  chilly,  dank,  one-room  shack  she 
lives  in,  the  words  seem  to  resonate  sadly  around  her.  Far  from  having 
everything,  Dudith  has ...  nothing.  Autumn  has  arrived  on  this  isolated, 
northern  Ontario  Ojibwa  reserve,  and  the  cold  wind  that  blows  through  the 
holes  in  the  shaky  wooden  shed  hints  at  the  bitter  Canadian  winter  to  come 
As  the  little  girl  rolls  around  on  one  of  two  flimsy  mattresses  on  the 
cheap  plywood  floor,  a tattered  blanket  is  the  only  evidence  of  warmth  and 
comfort  in  the  10-by-14-foot  room.  That,  and  the  body  heat  she  might  get 
from  sharing  the  so-called  bed  with  two  or  three  other  family  members. 
Living  under  the  same  dilapidated  roof  as  Dudith  are  her  five-year-old 
sister,  their  parents  Brian  and  Beatrice,  and  Brian's  father.  That  number 
will  jump  by  one  once  Beatrice  returns  from  the  Sioux  Lookout  hospital  -- 
..two  hours  away  --with  her  newborn  baby.  Situated  on  a part  of  the 
reserve  --  more  than  500  km  north  of  Thunder  Bay  --  known  as  Doghole  Bay, 
Dudith 's  home  has  no  insulation,  no  door,  and  one  of  the  two  windows  is 
missing.  "They  can't  live  here  in  the  winter,"  observes  Tom  Wassaykeesic, 
the  reserve's  housing  renovations  project  manager.  "They'll  freeze."  Other 
than  the  two  beds,  all  that  sits  inside  are  cardboard  boxes  and  green 
garbage  bags  used  to  store  clothing.  There  is  ...no  electricity  or  running 
water.  Unlike  many  of  the  other  dwellings  in  the  community,  the  Bottle 
household  is  not  even  equipped  with  a barrel  to  store  water  or  a wood 
stove  for  heat  and  cooking.  In  fact,  there  is  no  food  to  be  seen.  If 
Dudith  needs  to  be  fed  or  bathed,  she's  taken  next  door  to  her  aunt's 
house.  It's  there. . .Maybelline  Masakeyash,  who  is  just  17,  is  looking 
after  her  niece  today,  as  well  as  Dudith 's  nine  cousins,  ranging  in  age 
from  one  month  to  nine  years.  They'll  mostly  play  outside,  since  the  10- 


by-40-foot  storage  trailer  they  live  in  with  eight  adults  leaves  them  no 
room  to  move  around.  Every  night  for  the  past  six  years,  this  clan  of  17 
has  shared  four  rickety  beds  and  one  lumpy  couch.  "Sometimes  the  kids 
sleep  on  the  floor,"  Maybelline  says,  pointing  to  the  surface  of  dirty 
plywood.  What  little  food  there  is  is  stored  in  boxes  or  under  the  beds. 

No  electricity  means  no  refrigerator  or  stove.  "This  isn't  even  a house 
trailer,"  points  out  Dave  Picard,  hired  by  the  Mishkeegogamang  band 
council  to  assist  Wassaykeesic  with  renovations.  "It's  a storage  trailer. 
It's  not  meant  to  be  lived  in."  Even  water  comes  in  small  quantities  here. 
Although  a water  truck  is  supposed  to  deliver  to  the  reserve  once  a week, 
it's  old  and  often  breaks  down.  That  means  Maybelline  and  her  family  must 
trek  through  the  bush  behind  the  settlement  to  collect  water.  In  the 
winter,  sometimes  they'll. . .melt  snow.  "Who  knows  what  pollutants  are  in 
that?"  says  Charles  Bottle,  one  of  four  members  of  the  Mishkeegogamang 
band  council  that  has  been  doggedly  fighting  for  improvements  in  the 
community. 

Maybelline' s trailer  is  warm  thanks  to  the  primitive-looking  wooden 
stove,  but  it's  only  September  --  come  January  many  of  the  kids  will 
develop  sickly  coughs  and  other  ailments  due  to  perpetual  cold.  In  fact, 
it's  such  crowded  and  unsanitary  living  conditions  that  led  to  an  outbreak 
of  Hepatitis  A and  shigella,  an  intestinal  infection  similar  to  dysentery, 
earlier  this  year.  "These  people  aren't  living  --  they' re. .. surviving, ' ' 
says  Wassaykeesic,  observing  the  garbage  and  debris  strewn  throughout  the 
area.  "They  think  we're  here  to  help  them.  What  can  I do?  This  year  we've 
only  been  able  to  get  funding  to  renovate  10  out  of  80  buildings.  "(The 
trailer)  was  on  the  list  for  renovations,  but  it's  not  worth  putting  a 
penny  into  it.  They  need  a real  home,''  he  says.  As  fate  would  have  it, 
there  was  no  need  to  debate  the  issue.  Two  weeks  after  his  visit,  the 
trailer  burned  to  the  ground,  critically  injuring  Maybelline 's  brother, 
Robert.  "They  lost  everything,''  says  Wassaykeesic.  "It's  sad  for  the  kids. 
It's  going  to  be  a hard  winter  for  them." 

Isolation  and  the  battle  for  survival  against  the  elements  have  long 
been  basic  facts  of  life  for  Canadian  Natives  on  reserves.  The  children... 
.have  never  known  another  reality,  except  for  the  mostly  white,  urban. 

North  American  society  they  see  on  television.  But  the  crippling  poverty 
and  desolation  of  the  spirit... so  many  feel  is  something  that  only  began 
developing  midway  through  this  century.  Over  the  decades,  it  has  spread 
like  a plague,  says  Connie  Gray. 

Gray,  33,  a mother  of  four,  remembers  her  childhood  on  Mishkeegogamang 
with  a great  fondness.  She  was  raised  by  her  grandparents  in  a lakeside 
home  with  no  electricity  or  running  water.  Life  was  traditional  and  simple 
--  she  learned  to  hunt,  fish  and  trap  --  but,  she  says,  exceptionally 
happy.  Like  many  of  her  generation.  Gray  had  a mother  who  drank  heavily. 
When  Connie  was... 18  months  old,  her  mother  moved  in  with  a man  who 
"didn't  treat  me  well,"  she  says.  She  doesn't  elaborate,  except  to  say 
that's  when  her  grandparents  took  her  in.  Still,  despite  their  love  and 
guidance,  they,  too,  liked  to  drink  occasionally,  so  Gray  and  her  siblings 
learned  at  a young  age  to  take  care  of  themselves.  "We  built  this  log 
cabin  and  when  the  adults  were  drinking  we'd  all  go  there  and  sleep,"  she 
says.  "We  became  adults  very  early."  Today,  many  of  Mishkeegogamang' s 
nearly  400  kids  --  half  of  the  reserve's  total  population  --  ...live  with 
their  grandparents  after  being  abandoned  by  alcoholic  parents.  But,  unlike 
Gray,  they  do  not  keep  Ojibwa  traditions.  Where  she  learned  pride  from 
things  like  a traditional  hunt,  the  kids  today  know  only  boredom  and  the 
monotony  of  television.  "In  terms  of  culture,  I had  a better  chance  than 
these  kids,"  she  says.  "Language  is  very  important.  Today,  these  kids  are 
going  away  from  that.  They're  a TV  culture.  They  don't  know  how  to  trap  or 
do  things  that  make  you  unique  as  an  Indian  person  and  proud  of  who  you 
are.  "The  onus  is  on  the  community  to  go  back  to  teaching  the  culture," 
she  says. 

Part  2 will  be  included  in  next  week's  issue.  My  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Ottawa  Sun  for  granting  permission  for  this  article  to  be  shared. 

"RE : The  Use  of  Indian  Logos"  


Date:  7:10  PM  Nov  22,  1996 

From:  rlmunson@mail.wiscnet.net 

Sub j : common  themes  and  questions  about  logos 

Newsgroup:  igc. indig. education 

COMMON  THEMES  AND  QUESTIONS  ABOUT  THE  USE  OF  "INDIAN"  LOGOS 
By  Barbara  Munson,  a woman  of  the  Oneida  Nation,  living  in  Mosinee,  WI 

"Indian"  logos  and  nicknames  create,  support  and  maintain  stereotypes  of 
a race  of  people.  When  such  cultural  abuse  is  supported  by  one  or  many  of 
society's  institutions,  it  constitutes  institutional  racism.  It  is  not 
conscionable  that  Wisconsin's  Public  Schools  be  the  vehicle  of  institutional 
racism.  The  logos,  along  with  other  societal  abuses  and  stereotypes 
separate,  marginalize,  confuse,  intimidate  and  harm  Native  American 
children  and  create  barriers  to  their  learning  throughout  their  school 
experience.  Additionally,  the  logos  teach  non-Indian  children  that  its 
all  right  to  participate  in  culturally  abusive  behavior.  Children  spend 
a great  deal  of  their  time  in  school,  and  schools  have  a very  significant 
impact  on  their  emotional,  spiritual,  physical  and  intellectual 
development.  As  long  as  such  logos  remain,  both  Native  American  and 
non-Indian  children  are  learning  to  tolerate  racism  in  our  schools.  The 
following  illustrate  the  common  questions  and  statements  that  I have 
encountered  in  trying  to  provide  education  about  the  "Indian"  logo  issue. 

"We  have  always  been  proud  of  our  'Indians'."  People  are  proud  of  their 
high  school  athletic  teams,  even  in  communities  where  the  team  name  and 
symbolism  does  not  stereotype  a race  of  people.  In  developing  high  school 
athletic  traditions,  schools  have  borrowed  from  Native  American  cultures 
the  sacred  objects,  ceremonial  traditions  and  components  of  traditional 
dress  that  were  most  obvious;  without  understanding  their  deep  meaning  or 
appropriate  use.  High  school  traditions  were  created  without  in-depth 
knowledge  of  Native  traditions;  they  are  replete  with  inaccurate 
depictions  of  Indian  people,  and  promote  and  maintain  stereotypes  of  rich 
and  varied  cultures.  High  school  athletic  traditions  have  taken  the 
trappings  of  Native  cultures  onto  the  playing  field  where  young  people 
have  played  at  being  "Indian".  Over  time,  and  with  practice,  generations 
of  children  in  these  schools  have  come  to  believe  that  the  pretended 
"Indian"  identity  is  more  than  what  it  is. 

"We  are  honoring  Indians;  you  should  feel  honored."  Native  people  are 
saying  that  they  don't  feel  honored  by  this  symbolism.  We  experience  it 
as  no  less  than  a mockery  of  our  cultures.  We  see  objects  sacred  to  us  - 
such  as  the  drum,  eagle  feathers,  face  painting  and  traditional  dress  - 
being  used,  not  in  sacred  ceremony,  or  in  any  cultural  setting,  but  in 
another  culture's  game. 

We  are  asking  that  the  public  schools  stop  demeaning,  insulting,  harassing 
and  misrepresenting  Native  peoples,  their  cultures  and  religions,  for  the 
sake  of  school  athletics.  Why  must  some  schools  insist  on  using  symbols 
of  a race  of  people?  Other  schools  are  happy  with  their  logos  which 
offend  no  human  being.  Why  do  some  schools  insist  on  categorizing  Indian 
people  along  with  animals  and  objects?  If  your  team  name  were  the 
Pollacks,  Niggers,  Gooks,  Spies,  Honkies  or  Krauts,  and  someone  from  the 
community  found  the  name  and  symbols  associated  with  it  offensive  and 
asked  that  it  be  changed;  would  you  not  change  the  name?  If  not,  why 
not?  * [I  apologize  for  using  this  example  but  have  found  no  way  to  get 
this  point  across  without  using  similar  derogatory  names  for  other  racial 
and  ethnic  groups.] 

"Why  is  the  term  "Indian"  offensive?"  The  term  "Indian"  was  given  to 
indigenous  people  on  this  continent  by  an  explorer  who  was  looking  for 
India,  a man  who  was  lost  and  who  subsequently  exploited  the  indigenous 
people.  "Indian",  is  a designation  we  have  learned  to  tolerate,  it  is  not 
the  name  we  call  ourselves.  We  are  known  by  the  names  of  our  Nations  - 
Oneida  (OnAyote  a ka),  Hochunk,  Stockbridge-  Munsee,  Menominee 
(Omaeqnomenew) , Chippewa  (Anishanabe) , Potawatomi,  etc.  There  are  many 
different  nations  with  different  languages  and  different  cultural 
practices  among  the  Native  American  peoples  - as  in  Europe  there  are 


French,  Swiss,  Italian,  German,  Polish,  English,  Irish,  Yugoslavs,  Swedes, 
Portuguese,  Latvians  etc. 

"Why  is  an  attractive  depiction  of  an  Indian  warrior  just  as  offensive  as 
an  ugly  caricature?"  Both  depictions  present  and  maintain  stereotypes. 

Both  firmly  place  Indian  people  in  the  past,  separate  from  our 
contemporary  cultural  experience.  It  is  difficult,  at  best,  to  be  heard 
in  the  present  when  someone  is  always  suggesting  that  your  real  culture 
only  exists  in  museums.  The  logos  keep  us  marginalized  and  are  a barrier 
to  our  contributing  here  and  now.  Depictions  of  mighty  warriors  of  the 
past  emphasize  a tragic  part  of  our  history;  focusing  on  wartime 
survival,  they  ignore  the  strength  and  beauty  of  our  cultures  during  times 
of  peace.  Many  Indian  cultures  view  life  as  a spiritual  journey  filled 
with  lessons  to  be  learned  from  every  experience  and  from  every  living 
being.  Many  cultures  put  high  value  on  peace,  right  action,  and  sharing. 

Indian  men  are  not  limited  to  the  role  of  warrior;  in  many  of  our 
cultures  a good  man  is  learned,  gentle,  patient,  wise  and  deeply 
spiritual.  In  present  time  as  in  the  past,  our  men  are  also  sons  and 
brothers,  husbands,  uncles,  fathers  and  grandfathers.  Contemporary  Indian 
men  work  in  a broad  spectrum  of  occupations,  wear  contemporary  clothes, 
and  live  and  love  just  as  men  do  from  other  cultural  backgrounds.  The 
depictions  of  Indian  "braves",  "warriors"  and  "chiefs"  also  ignore  the 
roles  of  women  and  children.  Although  there  are  patrilineal  Native 
cultures,  many  Indian  Nations  are  both  matrilineal  and  child  centered. 
Indian  cultures  identify  women  with  the  Creator  because  of  their  ability 
to  bear  children,  and  with  the  Earth  which  is  Mother  to  us  all.  In  most 
Indian  cultures  the  highest  value  is  given  to  children,  they  are  closest 
to  the  Creator  and  they  embody  the  future.  In  many  Native  traditions, 
each  generation  is  responsible  for  the  children  of  the  seventh  generation 
in  the  future. 

"We  never  intended  the  logo  to  cause  harm."  That  no  harm  was  intended 
when  the  logos  were  adopted,  may  be  true.  It  is  also  true  that  we  Indian 
people  are  saying  that  the  logos  are  harmful  to  our  cultures,  and 
especially  to  our  children,  in  the  present.  When  someone  says  you  are 
hurting  them  by  your  action,  if  you  persist;  then  the  harm  becomes 
intentional . 

"We  are  paying  tribute  to  Indians."  Indian  people  do  not  pay  tribute  to 
one  another  by  the  use  of  logos,  portraits  or  statues.  The  following  are 
some  ways  that  we  exhibit  honor: 

In  most  cultures  to  receive  an  eagle  feather  is  a great  honor,  and 
often  such  a feather  also  carries  great  responsibility. 

An  honor  song  at  a Pow-Wow  or  other  ceremony  is  a way  of  honoring  a 
person  or  a group. 

We  honor  our  elders  and  leaders  by  asking  them  to  share  knowledge  and 
experience  with  us  or  to  lead  us  in  prayer. 

We  defer  to  elders.  They  go  first  in  many  ways  in  our  cultures. 

We  honor  our  young  by  not  doing  things  to  them  that  would  keep  them 
from  becoming  who  and  what  they  are  intended  to  be. 

We  honor  one  another  by  listening  and  not  interrupting. 

We  honor  those  we  love  by  giving  them  our  time  and  attention. 

Sometimes  we  honor  people  through  gentle  joking. 

We  honor  others  by  giving  to  them  freely  what  they  need  or  what 
belongs  to  them  already  because  they  love  it  more  or  could  use  it 
better  than  we  do. 

"Aren't  you  proud  of  your  warriors?"  Yes,  we  are  proud  of  the  warriors 
who  fought  to  protect  our  cultures  and  preserve  our  lands.  We  are  proud 
and  we  don't  want  them  demeaned  by  being  "honored"  in  a sports  activity  on 


a playing  field.  Our  people  died  tragically  in  wars  motivated  by  greed 
for  our  lands.  Our  peoples  have  experienced  forced  removal  and  systematic 
genocide.  Our  warriors  gave  their  sacred  lives  in  often  vain  attempts  to 
protect  the  land  and  preserve  the  culture  for  future  generations. 

Football  is  a game. 

"This  is  not  an  important  issue."  If  it  is  not  important,  then  why  are 
school  boards  willing  to  tie  up  their  time  and  risk  potential  law  suits 
rather  than  simply  change  the  logos.  I,  as  an  Indian  person,  have  never 
said  it  is  unimportant.  Most  Indian  adults  have  lived  through  the  pain 
of  prejudice  and  harassment  in  schools  when  they  were  growing  up,  and 
they  don't  want  their  children  to  experience  more  of  the  same.  The 
National  Council  of  American  Indians,  the  Great  Lakes  InterTribal  Council, 
the  Oneida  Tribe,  and  the  Wisconsin  Indian  Education  Association  have  all 
adopted  formal  position  statements  because  this  is  a very  important  issue 
to  Indian  people.  This  issue  speaks  to  our  children  being  able  to  form  a 
positive  Indian  identity  and  to  develop  appropriate  levels  of 
self-esteem.  In  addition,  it  has  legal  ramifications  in  regard  to  pupil 
harassment  and  equal  access  to  education.  If  its  not  important  to  people 
of  differing  ethnic  and  racial  backgrounds  within  the  community,  then 
change  the  logos  because  they  are  hurting  the  community's  Native  American 
population . 

"What  if  we  drop  derogatory  comments  and  clip  art  and  adopt  pieces  of  REAL 
Indian  culturally  significant  ceremony,  like  Pow-Wows  and  sacred  songs?" 
Though  well-intended,  these  solutions  are  culturally  naive  and  would 
exchange  one  pseudo-culture  for  another.  Pow-Wows  are  gatherings  of 
Native  people  which  give  us  the  opportunity  to  express  our  various 
cultures  and  strengthen  our  sense  of  Native  American  community.  Pow-Wows 
have  religious,  as  well  as  social,  significance.  To  parodize  such 
ceremonial  gatherings  for  the  purpose  of  cheering  on  the  team  at 
homecoming  would  multiply  exponentially  the  current  pseudo  cultural 
offensiveness.  Bringing  Native  religions  onto  the  playing  field  through 
songs  of  tribute  to  the  "Great  Spirit"  or  Mother  Earth  would  increase  the 
mockery  of  Native  religions  even  more  than  the  current  use  of  drums  and 
feathers.  High  School  football  games  are  secular;  The  Creator  and  Mother 
Earth  are  sacred. 

"We  are  helping  you  preserve  your  culture."  The  responsibility  for  the 
continuance  of  our  cultures  falls  to  Native  people.  We  accomplish  this  by 
surviving,  living  and  thriving;  and,  in  so  doing,  we  pass  on  to  our 
children  our  stories,  traditions,  religions,  values,  arts,  and  our 
languages.  We  sometimes  do  this  important  work  with  people  from  other 
cultural  backgrounds,  but  they  do  not  and  cannot  continue  our  cultures  for 
us.  Our  ancestors  did  this  work  for  us,  and  we  continue  to  carry  the 
culture  for  the  generations  to  come.  Our  cultures  are  living  cultures  - 
they  are  passed  on,  not  "preserved". 

"This  logo  issue  is  just  about  political  correctness . " Using  the  term 
"political  correctness"  to  describe  the  attempts  of  concerned  Native 
American  parents,  educators  and  leaders  to  remove  stereotypes  from  the 
public  schools  trivializes  a survival  issue.  A history  of  systematic 
genocide  has  decimated  over  95%  of  the  indigenous  population  of  the 
Americas.  Today,  the  average  life  expectancy  of  Native  American  males  is 
age  45,  of  women,  46.  The  teen  suicide  rate  among  Native  people  is  20 
times  higher  than  the  national  average.  Stereotypes,  ignorance,  silent 
inaction  and  even  naive  innocence  damage  and  destroy  individual  lives  and 
whole  cultures.  Racism  kills. 

"What  do  you  mean,  there  is  hypocrisy  involved  in  retaining  an  "Indian" 
logo?"  Imagine  that  you  are  a child  in  a society  where  your  people  are 
variously  depicted  as  stoic,  brave,  honest,  a mighty  warrior,  fierce, 
savage,  stupid,  dirty,  drunken,  and  only  good  when  dead.  Imagine  going  to 
a school  where  many  of  your  classmates  refer  to  your  people  as  "Dirty 
Squaws"  and  "Timber  Niggers".  Imagine  hearing  your  peers  freely,  loudly 
and  frequently  say  such  things  as  "Spear  an  Indian,  Save  a Walleye",  or 
more  picturesquely  proclaim  "Spear  a Pregnant  Squaw,  Save  a Walleye". 

Imagine  that  the  teachers  and  administration  do  not  forbid  this  kind  of 
behavior.  Imagine  that  this  same  school  holds  aloft  an  attractive 
depiction  of  a Plains  Indian  Chieftain  and  cheers  on  its  "Indian"  team. 


Imagine  that  in  homecoming  displays,  cheers,  and  artwork  you  see  your 
people  depicted  inaccurately  in  ways  that  demean  your  cultural  and 
religious  practices.  Imagine  that  when  you  bring  your  experiences  to  the 
attention  of  your  school  board  and  request  change,  they  simply  ignore  you 
and  decide  to  continue  business  as  usual.  Imagine  that  the  same  school 
board  states  publicly  that  it  opposes  discriminatory  practices,  provides 
equal  educational  opportunity  and  supports  respect  for  cultural 
differences . 

"Why  don't  community  members  understand  the  need  to  change,  isn't  it  a 
simple  matter  of  respect?"  On  one  level,  yes.  But  in  some  communities, 
people  have  bought  into  local  myths  and  folklore  presented  as  accurate 
historical  facts.  Sometimes  these  myths  are  created  or  preserved  by  local 
industry.  Also,  over  the  years,  athletic  and  school  traditions  grow  up 
around  the  logos.  These  athletic  traditions  can  be  hard  to  change  when 
much  of  a community's  ceremonial  and  ritual  life,  as  well  as  its  pride, 
becomes  tied  to  high  school  athletic  activities.  Finally,  many  people 
find  it  difficult  to  grasp  a different  cultural  perspective.  Not  being 
from  an  Indian  culture,  they  find  it  hard  to  understand  that  things  which 
are  not  offensive  to  themselves,  might  be  offensive  or  even  harmful  to 
someone  who  is  from  a Native  culture.  Respecting  a culture  different  from 
the  one  you  were  raised  in  requires  some  effort.  Even  if  a person  lives 
in  a different  culture  - insight  and  understanding  of  that  culture  will 
require  interaction,  listening,  observing  and  a willingness  to  learn. 

The  Native  American  population,  in  most  school  districts  displaying 
"Indian"  logos,  is  proportionally  very  small.  When  one  of  us  confronts 
the  logo  issue,  that  person,  his  or  her  children  and  other  family  members, 
and  anyone  else  in  the  district  who  is  Native  American  become  targets  of 
insults  and  threats;  we  are  shunned  and  further  marginalized  - our  voices 
become  even  harder  to  hear  from  behind  barriers  of  fear  and  anger.  We 
appreciate  the  courage,  support,  and  sometimes  the  sacrifice,  of  all  who 
stand  with  us  by  speaking  out  against  the  continued  use  of  "Indian" 
logos.  When  you  advocate  for  the  removal  of  these  logos,  you  are 
strengthening  the  spirit  of  tolerance  and  justice  in  your  community;  you 
are  modeling  for  all  our  children  - thoughtfulness,  courage  and  respect 
for  self  and  others. 

"Is  there  any  common  ground  on  this  issue?"  All  of  Wisconsin's  public 
schools  are  required  to  have  a non-discrimination  statement  and  a policy 
to  provide  enforcement.  Through  Act  31,  all  schools  are  required  to 
provide  education,  (in  the  classroom,  not  on  the  basketball  court),  about 
Wisconsin's  Woodland  Indians.  Many  schools  have  adopted  strategic  plans 
emphasizing  cultural  sensitivity  and  awareness.  These  measures  should 
establish  considerable  common  ground  between  Indian  people  requesting  the 
removal  of  the  logos  and  the  public  schools.  Until  the  logos  are  removed, 
however,  they  are  no  more  than  broken  promises  and  hollow,  hypocritical 
rhetoric . 


"RE : Thought  Regarding  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Sat,  30  Nov  1996  12:08:23  -0800 
From:  "Linda  C."  <linda@bare-wisdom.org> 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Dust  a thought  - 

I was  talking  to  a long  distance  friend  last  night  and  the  comment  was 
made: 

"If  Clinton  is  willing  to  pardon  everyone  involved  in  the 
Whitewater  mess,  couldn't  he  do  the  same  for  one,  solitary 
Indian?" 

I later  signed  on  to  the  NET  and  saw  LPDC's  request  that  we  all  continue 
our  efforts  through  the  month  of  December.  Perhaps  we  could  all  use  this 
logic  in  our  letters,  emails,  and  faxes.  Doesn't  the  constitution  read 
"liberty  and  justice  for  all"? 

To  echo  LPDC's  request,  please,  if  each  of  us  who  reads  this  NG  would 


email  a few  times  during  the  month  of  December,  we  could  make  a 
difference.  Personally,  if  I felt  that  my  letters  contributed  to  Leonard 
finally  being  able  to  spend  a holiday  with  his  family  in  the  privacy  of 
their  home,  I would  feel  as  if  my  life  had  not  been  in  vain.  Please, 
write,  call,  fax,  or  email.  Let's  make  it  happen  guys! 

In  the  Spirit, 

Linda  C. 

Isn't  it  time  we  all  took  a stand? 

Demand  Executive  Clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier! 

Check  out  our  web  site  at  http://bare-wisdom.org  and  . . . 
sign  our  guest  book  please. 

— "RE:  The  Story  of  Standing  Bear"  - 

Date:  Sat,  30  Nov  1996  14:11:14  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub  j : The  Story  of  Standing  Bear 

UUCP  email 

In  1994  a special  committee  was  formed  to  establish  a memorial  with 
the  purpose  of  educating  all  nationalities  of  the  importance  and  the 
place  in  history  of  the  Native  American  community.  A memorial  image 
was  established  honoring  Chief  Standing  Bear  because  of  his  place  in 
history  when  he  won  the  battle  for  himself  and  for  all  Native  Americans 
to  become  persons  under  United  States  law. 

The  Story  of  Standing  Bear 

The  story  of  the  Ponca  Chief  Standing  Bear's  fight  for  his  land  and 
his  dignity  is  a fascinating  link  in  the  struggle  for  civil  rights  in 
America . 

Standing  Bear  was  a chieftain  of  the  Ponca  tribe.  The  nation  was  a 
peaceful  tribe  of  farmers  and  hunters  living  on  lands  along  the 
Niobrara  River  in  northeastern  Nebraska.  In  January,  1877,  Indian 
Inspector  Edward  C.  Kemble  arrived  from  Washington,  D.C.  and  told  the 
Indians  that  they  were  to  be  moved  to  the  Indian  Territory.  The  Poncas 
adamantly  refused.  Standing  Bear  said,  "We  do  not  wish  to  sell  our 
land,  and  we  think  no  man  has  a right  to  take  it  from  us.  Here  we  will 
live  and  here  we  will  die." 

Incapable  of  offering  resistance.  Standing  Bear  and  the  chiefs  had 
no  choice  but  to  travel  by  train  with  Kemble  on  an  inspection  of  the 
"Warm  Lands."  However,  they  were  unaccustomed  to  the  climate  and 
sickened.  The  chiefs  told  Kemble  they  would  not  bring  their  people  to 
die  in  these  lands.  Kemble's  reply  was  to  abandon  them.  The  Ponca 
leaders  walked  more  than  500  miles  in  winter  toward  home  without  money 
or  food  and  only  one  blanket  and  pair  of  moccasins  for  each  person. 

The  Poncas  arrived  back  at  the  Niobrara  nearly  two  months  later. 
Soldiers  were  waiting  to  move  them  to  Indian  Territory  by  force.  The 
dreaded  journey  began  on  May  21,  1878.  The  soldiers  formed  a line  at 
one  end  of  the  village  and  drove  the  people  like  cattle  before  them. 

All  their  belongings,  seed  and  household  goods  were  taken  by  the 
soldiers.  The  old,  the  sick  and  the  children  suffered  most.  Standing 
Bear's  daughter  died. 

On  Duly  9,  they  reached  the  "Warm  Lands."  No  provisions  had  been 
made  for  the  support  of  the  tribe  by  the  U.S.  Government.  Food  was 
scarce.  By  the  end  of  1878,  158  of  the  730  Ponca  tribe  members  had 
died  from  pneumonia  and  malaria. 

Standing  Bear's  12-year-old  son  died.  On  his  deathbed,  he  made  his 
father  promise  to  bury  him  on  the  Niobrara  rather  than  in  the  Indian 
Territory.  Taking  the  body  of  his  son.  Standing  Bear  began  the  return 
journey  in  January,  1879.  The  little  band  of  thirty  walked  for  ten 
weeks.  It  was  a hard  trip  through  blizzard  conditions. 


General  George  Crook's  soldiers  arrested  the  Poncas  in  Nebraska. 
General  Crook,  upon  receiving  word  of  the  band's  "pitiable  condition," 
was  outraged  at  the  treatment  the  Poncas  had  received.  He  turned  to 
Thomas  H.  Tibbies  of  the  "Omaha  Herald"  for  help.  Tibbies  sent  the 
details  of  the  Poncas'  arrest  to  major  newspapers  and  raised  great 
public  support  for  the  Poncas.  He  also  concluded  that  a case  should  be 
brought  to  trial  that  centered  around  the  14th  Amendment  which  states, 
"...  nor  shall  any  State  deprive  any  person  of  life,  liberty,  or 
property,  without  due  process  of  law,"  which  meant  no  person  could  be 
held  under  arrest,  as  Standing  Bear  was,  without  having  committed  a 
crime.  There  was,  however,  a question  of  whether  or  not  an  Indian  was 
a "person". 

The  trial  between  the  magnificently-dressed  Standing  Bear,  in  full 
chief's  regalia,  and  General  Crook  in  dress  uniform,  lasted  two  days. 
The  nation's  attention  was  focused  on  the  small  courtroom  where  each 
side  told  the  story  of  lost  homes,  dying  children,  fear,  starvation, 
sickness,  and  orders  relentlessly  obeyed. 

At  the  end  of  his  testimony.  Standing  Bear  held  out  his  hand  to  the 
judge  and  pleaded  for  recognition  of  his  basic  humanity.  "My  hand  is 
not  the  color  of  yours,  but  if  I pierce  it,  I shall  feel  pain.  The 
blood  that  will  flow  from  mine  will  be  of  the  same  color  as  yours.  I 
am  a man.  The  same  God  made  us  both." 

Judge  Dundy  ruled  in  favor  of  Standing  Bear  declaring,  "...  the 
question  cannot  be  open  to  serious  doubt.  Webster  describes  a person 
as,  '...  a living  human  being:  ...  an  individual  of  the  human  race.' 
This  is  comprehensive  enough,  it  would  seem,  to  include  even  an 
Indian . " 

Standing  Bear  had  won  the  battle  for  himself  and  for  all  Native 
Americans  to  become  persons  under  United  States  law. 

NAMF  Mission  Statement 

To  educate  all  nationalities  of  the  important  role  and  heritage  of 
the  Native  Americans  in  the  development  of  our  country's  diverse 
culture. 

To  promote  better  relations,  understanding,  and  communications  with 
Native  Americans. 

To  increase  economic  and  educational  opportunities  for  Native 
Americans.  To  provide  a catalyst  to  improve  and  enhance  the  self-worth 
of  Native  Americans. 

NAMF  Objectives 

To  erect  a memorial  to  Chief  Standing  Bear. 

To  erect  a memorial  honoring  all  tribes  and  a sculpture  garden  of 
principal  chiefs. 

To  build  a Native  American  cultural  center  in  phases  including  a 
museum,  a learning  and  entertainment  center,  a Native  American  hall  of 
fame,  a trading  post,  and  a Native  American  village. 

To  establish  a scholarship  program. 

The  choice  of  Chief  Standing  Bear  as  the  image  for  the  monument  was 
based  solely  on  his  philosophy  for  the  human  race  and  for  what  he 
accomplished  when  he  won  the  battle  for  himself  and  for  all  Native 
Americans  to  become  persons  under  United  States  law.  Recalling  at  the 
end  of  his  trial  Chief  Standing  Bear  stated:  "My  hand  is  not  the  color 
of  yours,  but  if  I pierce  it,  I shall  feel  pain.  If  you  pierce  your 
hand,  you  also  feel  pain.  The  blood  that  will  flow  from  mine  will  be  of 
the  same  color  as  yours.  I am  a man.  The  same  God  made  us  both." 

The  long  term  goal  of  this  project  is  not  only  for  the  Native 
American  community  but  for  all  mankind.  Through  knowledge  and 
awareness  do  we  grow  to  make  a better  world  in  which  we  all  live  as  one 
human  race  under  God. 

Native  American  Memorial  Foundation 

P.0.  Box  111 

Ponca  City,  OK  74602 


RE:  Cherokee  Constitution  Convention 


Date:  Sun,  01  Dec  96  08:32:00  -0800 

From:  marie.jackson@filebank.cts.com  (MARIE  3ACKS0N) 

Sub j : CHEROKEE  CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN-ROOTS  cindian- roots@rmgate . pop . indiana . edu> 

o si  yo  brothers  and  sisters.... 

The  Cherokees  of  California  have  published  in  the  October/November  1996 
edition  of  The  Eagle  Newsletter  a great  message  of  hope  for  all  who  are 
interested  in  the  Cherokee  people! 

On  Saturday,  October  12,  1996,  Doe  Byrd,  newly  elected  Principal  Chief  of 
The  Cherokee  Nation,  attended  The  Cherokees  of  Northern  California  annual 
picnic . 

Chief  Byrd  appealed  to  all  Cherokee  to  remain  strongly  committed  to  each 
other  regardless  of  the  distance  between  us.,  his  quote  follows: 

"Unity  is  your  theme  today.  I believe  that  our  success  depends  upon  our 
capacity  to  work  together.  We  all  know  that  a house  divided  cannot  endure. 

I firmly  believe  that  a Nation  of  Cherokees  whether  in  Sacramento, 
Albuquerque  or  Tahlequah,  who  work  together  cannot  be,  and  will  not  be, 
denied  their  vision.  My  goal  is  to  establish  a Nation  that  operates  in  the 
best  interest  of  ALL  Cherokee  People."  Doe  Byrd 

Another  item  in  this  newsletter  addressed  by  Chief  Byrd  was  the  Cherokee 
Constitutional  Convention  held  every  20  years. 

His  message  on  this  topic: 

The  next  one  will  be  next  year  to  make  changes  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Cherokee  Nation.  It  will  be  a time  for  all  members  of  the  Nation  to 
re-think  what  changes  need  to  be  made  as  to  how  the  Cherokee  Nation  is  to 
be  governed  as  it  enters  into  the  21st  century.  Community  meetings  will 
be  scheduled  in  areas  throughout  the  U.S.  where  groups  of  Cherokees  can 
assemble  to  discuss  the  issue  of  making  changes  to  the  internal  structure 
of  the  Constitution.  During  this  time  of  internal  review,  Cherokees  can 
look  at  other  options  to  the  current  Dawes  Rolls  registration  --  and  the 
possibility  of  using  other  rolls  or  means  to  decide  a person's  right  to 
citizenship.  Citizenship  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  has  nothing  to  do  with  a 
degree  of  blood  quantum.  If  you  are  a citizen  of  the  Nation,  you  are  a 
Cherokee.  Some  enrollees  do  not  have  any  Cherokee  blood.  We  need  to  play 
the  numbers  game.  There  are  two  and  one-half  million  Indians  throughout 
the  U.S.  We  must  keep  that  unity  so  that  Congress  will  pay  attention  to 
who  we  are.  We  have  to  increase  our  numbers...  in  numbers  there  is  power. 
Doe  Byrd 

You  can  see  the  importance  of  getting  involved  now  in  some  way  to  be  a 

part  of  this  process our  efforts  today  may  mean  the  difference  for 

our  future  generations  identities. 

The  Cherokees  of  California  have  a webpage  at: 

http: //www. Power source . com/cocinc 

It  lists  state  by  state  Cherokee  organizations,  and  encourages  all  to 
become  members  of  your  local  chapters.  Doe  Byrd's  message  is  not 
published  on  this  webpage. 

The  Cherokees  of  California,  Inc.  is  a non-profit  organization.  Banded 
together  as  descendants  of  a common  Cherokee  heritage,  their  primary 
purpose  is  to  preserve  and  pass  on  to  the  next  generation  the  traditions, 
history  and  language.  They  invite  all  interested  people  who  want  to  re-new 
ties  with  their  Cherokee  heritage  to  join  them. 

There  is  no  cost  for  membership.  For  a membership  application,  send  a 
self-addressed,  stamped  business  size  envelope  to  address  below. 

The  Eagle  newsletter  costs  $4.00  per  year  to  subscribe  for  6 editions. 
Cherokees  of  California  P 0 Box  2372  Marysville,  CA  95901 

Sometimes  looking  for  our  Cherokee  ancestors  is  like  tracking  where  the 
wind  blew  over  buffalo  grass 


Unity  in  Peace,  Marie 

marie .jackson@filebank.cts . com 


"RE : Morris  K.  Udall  Scholarship"  

Date:  Wed,  27  Nov  1996  19:50:50  -0700 

From:  Michael  Price  <pricem@spot . Colorado . EDU> 

Sub j : Morris  K.  Udall  Scholarship 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

The  Morris  K.  Udall  Foundation  is  offering  a scholarship  of  up  to  $5,000  to 
students  who  are  pursuing  degrees  in  environmental  policy,  health  care  and 
tribal  public  policy. 

Awards  will  be  made  on  the  basis  of  merit  of  two  categories  of  students: 

1.  students  with  outstanding  potential  who  intend  to  pursue  careers  in 
environmental  public  policy;  and 

2.  Native  American  and  Alaska  Native  students  with  outstanding  potential 
who  intend  to  pursue  careers  in  health  care  or  tribal  public  policy. 

The  eligibility  requirements  are: 

1.  a sophomore  or  junior  enrolled  in  a degree  program  at  the  time  of 
nomination; 

2.  a college  GPA  of  at  least  a "B"  and  be  in  the  upper  4th  of  the  class;  and 

3.  a U.S.  citizen  or  a permanent  resident  alien. 

If  you  are  interested  in  applying  for  this  scholarship,  please  contact  the 
AISES  College  Department  for  more  information. 

The  deadline  for  this  scholarship  is  February  1,  1997.  The  Morris  K.  Udall 
Foundation  will  make  the  final  scholarship  recipient  selections.  The 
applicants  will  be  notified  in  May  1997. 

Megwetch, 

Michael  Wassegijig  Price 
Director  of  College  Programs 

"RE;  Arts  Fellowship"  


Date:  Wed,  27  Nov  1996  20:11:47  -0700 

From:  mpbmstd@alaska.net 

Sub j : Arts  Fellowship  (ascii) 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 


97-665  The  School  of  American  Research  is  accepting  applications  for  the 
Harvey  W Branigar  3r  Native  American  Internship  at  the  Indian  Arts  Research 
Ctr,  which  annually  supports  a Native  Amer  student  with  a career  goal  of 
working  with  collections  in  a museum  or  cultural  Ctr.  Applicant  must  have 
a BA  or  equivalent.  Applications  are  being  accepted  through  Dec  1,  1996  for 
a 9-month  tenure  beginning  the  following  Sept.  Stipend  & housing  are 
provided.  Please  contact  SAR,  IARC,  PO  Box  2188,  Santa  Fe,  NM  87504-2188; 
505/982-3584,  iarc@sarsf .org.  [11] 


MPB  SCIENCE  & MANAGEMENT 

M.  Pamela  Bumsted,  Ph.D.  (907)  458-0118  (voice/fax) 

(e-mail)  mpbmstd@alaska.net 

(snail-mail)  PO  Box  70214,  Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707-0214  USA 


RE:  Reviews:  Books  by/about  NA's 


Date:  30  Nov  1996  03:28:03  GMT 

From:  brock@ucsub.Colorado.EDU  (Steve  Brock) 

Sub j : Short  reviews/mentions  of  new/recent  books  by/about  Nat.  Amer. 

Newsgroups : rec .arts . books . reviews, rec . arts . books, alt . books . reviews, 
alt . native, soc . culture. native 


Here  are  several  short  reviews  and  mentions  of  new  and  recent  books 
by  and  about  Native  Americans.  All  are  written  by  Steve  Brock: 


FROM  A NATIVE  SON:  SELECTED  ESSAYS  ON  INDIGENISM,  1985-1995  by  Ward 
Churchill.  South  End  Press,  116  St.  Botolph  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115, 
(617)  266-0629,  FAX:  (617)  266-1595.  Illustrated,  index,  maps, 
notes.  608  pp.,  $22.00  paper.  0-89608-553-8.  In  his 
characteristic  biting  fashion,  professor/activist  Churchill 
comments  on  the  Navajo-Hopi  land  dispute,  plastic  medicine  men,  the 
movie  "Dances  with  Wolves"  (which  he  calls  "Lawrence  of  South 
Dakota"),  and  Indians  as  team  mascots,  from  an  indigenist 
perspective.  Insightful  and  controversial.  Grade:  B+. 

PUEBLO  BONITO  by  George  H.  Pepper.  University  of  New  Mexico  Press, 
1720  Lomas  Blvd.  N.E.,  Albuquerque,  NM  87131-1591,  (505)  277-2346, 
FAX:  (505)  277-9270.  Illustrated,  index,  maps.  413  pp.,  $45.00 
cloth  (0-8263-1735-9),  $19.95  paper  (0-8263-1639-5).  A room-by- 
room  anthropological  inventory  of  the  Anasazi  Pueblo  in  Chaco 
Canyon,  which  produced  an  astounding  variety  of  artifacts. 
Originally  published  in  1920.  Grade:  A- . 

POWER  OF  A NAVA30:  CARL  GORMAN:  THE  MAN  AND  HIS  LIFE  by  Henry 
Greenberg  and  Georgia  Greenberg.  Clear  Light  Publishers,  823  Don 
Diego,  Santa  Fe,  NM  87501,  (800)  253-2747,  FAX:  (505)  989-9519. 
Clear  Light's  e-mail  address  is  clpublish@aol.com.  Illustrated, 
index,  selected  bibliography,  glossary,  appendix.  212  pp.,  $25.95 
cloth  (0-940666-82-0),  $14.95  paper  (0-940666-80-4).  An  engrossing 
biography  of  the  esteemed  Navajo  leader,  oldest  living  Code  Talker, 
and  father  of  the  celebrated  artist  R.C.  Gorman,  revised  from  the 
Greenberg's  earlier  "Carl  Gorman's  World."  The  Navajo  pride  of 
this  hero  shines  on  every  page.  Grade:  A- . 

THE  TURN  TO  THE  NATIVE:  STUDIES  IN  CRITICISM  AND  CULTURE  by  Arnold 
Krupat.  University  of  Nebraska  Press,  901  N.  17th  St.,  Lincoln,  NE 
68588-0520,  (800)  755-1105,  FAX:  (402)  472-6214.  The  University  of 
Nebraska  Press  WWW  home  page  is  at  http://www.unl.edu/up/home.htm, 
and  their  email  address  is  press@unlinfo.unl.edu.  Index, 
references,  notes.  165  pp.,  $30.00  cloth.  0-8032-2735-3.  A 
highly  selective  overview  of  Native  American  literature  and  its 
criticism,  with  chapters  addressing  non-native  critics, 
multiculturalism,  and  the  relationship  of  Native  American 
literature  to  post-modern  theory.  Included  writers  are  Leslie 
Marmon  Silko,  Giane  Glancy,  N.  Scott  Momaday,  Louis  Owens,  Dames 
Welch,  and  Gerald  Vizenor.  Many,  though,  including  Adrian  Louis 
and  Louise  Erdrich,  are  left  out.  Grade:  B. 

A SONG  TO  THE  CREATOR:  TRADITIONAL  ARTS  OF  NATIVE  AMERICAN  WOMEN  OF 
THE  PLATEAU,  edited  by  Lillian  A.  Ackerman.  University  of  Oklahoma 
Press,  1005  Asp  Ave.,  Norman,  OK  73019,  (800)  627-7377,  FAX:  (800) 
735-0476.  Illustrated,  index,  references.  190  pp.,  $18.95  cloth. 
0-8061-2877-1.  A colorful  celebration  of  Plateau  (an  area  of  the 
Northern  United  States  between  the  Cascades  and  the  Rockies) 
storytelling,  weaving,  hideworking,  embroidery  and  ornamentation, 
and  music,  with  interviews.  Grade:  B+. 

NAVADO  AND  PHOTOGRAPHY:  A CRITICAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  REPRESENTATION  OF 
AN  AMERICAN  PEOPLE  by  Dames  C.  Faris.  University  of  New  Mexico 
Press,  1720  Lomas  Blvd.  N.E.,  Albuquerque,  NM  87131-1591,  (505) 
277-2346,  FAX:  (505)  277-9270.  Illustrated  (263  black-and-white 
photographs),  index,  bibliography,  notes,  appendix.  408  pp., 

$39.95  cloth.  0-8263-1725-1.  A critical  examination  of  the  Navajo 
as  photographic  subject,  which  concludes  that  Western  assumptions 
have  governed  their  representation  from  Bosque  Redondo  to  the 
present  day.  Includes  many  rare  and  never  before  published 


photographs.  Grade:  A. 


CORBETT  MACK:  THE  LIFE  OF  A NORTHERN  PAIUTE,  as  told  by  Michael 
Hittman.  University  of  Nebraska  Press,  901  N.  17th  St.,  Lincoln, 

NE  68588-0520,  (800)  755-1105,  FAX:  (402)  472-6214.  The  University 
of  Nebraska  Press  WWW  home  page  is  at 

http://www.unl.edu/up/home.htm,  and  their  email  address  is 
press@unlinfo.unl.edu.  Illustrated,  index,  bibliography,  notes, 
maps.  406  pp.,  $45.00  cloth  (0-8032-2376-5),  $18.00  paper  (0-8032- 
7290-1).  A moving  portrait  of  a "stolen  child"  (Paiute  of  mixed 
ancestry),  whose  life  story  includes  tales  of  forced  attendance  at 
an  Indian  boarding  school,  opium  addiction,  and  life  as  a migrant 
field  laborer.  Tragic,  but  meaningful.  Grade:  B+. 

PEOPLE  OF  THE  PEYOTE:  HUICHOL  INDIAN  HISTORY,  RELIGION,  AND 
SURVIVAL,  edited  by  Stacy  B.  Schaefer  and  Peter  T.  Furst. 

University  of  New  Mexico  Press,  1720  Lomas  Blvd.  N.E.,  Albuquerque, 
NM  87131-1591,  (505)  277-2346,  FAX:  (505)  277-9270.  Illustrated 
(123  black-and-white  photographs),  index,  bibliography,  glossary. 
574  pp.,  $59.95  cloth.  0-8263-1648-4.  A collection  of  eighteen 
essays  on  the  culturally  persistent  Huichol  of  central  western 
Mexico,  scrutinizing  the  tribe's  ethnography,  ethnohistory, 
religion,  and  art,  as  well  as  their  ceremonial  use  of  peyote. 

Grade:  A. 

N.  SCOTT  MOMADAY  COMMEMORATIVE  EDITIONS:  HOUSE  MADE  OF  DAWN,  THE 
NAMES,  THE  WAY  TO  RAINY  MOUNTAIN,  all  by  N.  Scott  Momaday. 
University  of  Arizona  Press,  1230  N.  Park,  #102,  Tucson,  AZ  85719, 
(800)  426-3797,  (602)  882-3065  in  Arizona,  FAX:  (602)  621-8899. 

The  University  of  Arizona  Press  online  catalogue  and  order  form  may 
be  accessed  from  the  Internet  by  telneting  to 

INFO.CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU.  Login  as  INFO.  From  the  Main  Menu  choose 
5 (On-line  Information  Services),  3 (University  of  Arizona 
Information),  1 (Campus  Services),  and  4 (University  of  Arizona 
Press).  Illustrated.  "House"  is  218  pp.,  $29.95  cloth,  0-8165- 
1705-3;  "The  Names"  is  178  pp.,  $29.95  cloth,  0-8165-1700-2;  "Rainy 
Mountain"  is  95  pp.,  $24.95  cloth,  0-8165-1701-0.  The 
University  of  Arizona  Press  has  reissued  these  three  titles  (a 
novel  and  two  memoirs)  by  the  Pulitzer  Prize-winning  Kiowa 
novelist,  painter,  and  poet,  in  hardcover  commemorative  editions. 
Grade  for  all:  A. 

PLACE  OF  THE  PRETEND  PEOPLE:  GIFTS  FROM  A YUP'IK  ESKIMO  VILLAGE  by 
Carolyn  Kremers.  Alaska  Northwest  Books,  733  W.  Fourth  Ave.,  Suite 
300,  Anchorage,  AK  99501,  (907)  278-8838,  FAX:  (907)  278-8839. 

List  of  related  readings.  240  pp.,  $22.95  cloth.  0-88240-478-4. 

A sensitive  memoir  by  a woman  who  worked  and  taught  in  the  village 
of  Tununak  on  the  Alaskan  coast.  Kremers  tells  of  her  encounters 
with  the  Yu'pik  and  includes  several  of  their  stories  and  songs. 
Grade:  B+. 

MEDICINE  OF  THE  CHEROKEE:  THE  WAY  OF  RIGHT  RELATIONSHIP  by  D.T. 
Garrett  and  Michael  Garrett.  Bear  & Company,  506  Agua  Fria  St., 
Santa  Fe,  NM  87504-2860,  (800)  932-3277,  FAX:  (505)  989-8386. 
Illustrated,  bibliography.  235  pp.,  $14.00  paper.  1-879131-37-1. 
The  authors  trace  several  medicine  paths  (mental,  natural, 
spiritual)  according  to  the  teachings  of  Cherokee  elders,  with 
stories  and  activities.  Primarily  for  new-age  advocates, 
especially  the  section  on  crystal  healing.  Grade:  B-. 

PEOPLE  OF  LEGEND:  NATIVE  AMERICANS  OF  THE  SOUTHWEST,  photographs 
and  text  by  John  Annerino.  Sierra  Club  Books,  100  Bush  Street, 

13th  Floor,  San  Francisco,  CA  94104,  (415)  291-1600,  (415)  291-1602 
FAX.  Illustrated,  bibliography,  map.  144  pp.,  $30.00  cloth.  0- 
87156-433-5.  A respectful  photographic  documentary  of  the  native 


peoples  of  the  mountains,  mesas,  deserts,  and  river  regions  of  the 
American  Southwest.  Commentary  puts  each  tribe  in  a cultural 
context.  Includes  several  tribes  of  Mexico.  Grade:  B+. 

THE  PAWNEE  GHOST  DANCE  HAND  GAME:  GHOST  DANCE  REVIVAL  & ETHNIC 
IDENTITY  by  Alexander  Lesser.  University  of  Nebraska  Press,  901  N. 
17th  St.,  Lincoln,  NE  68588-0520,  (800)  755-1105,  FAX:  (402)  472- 
6214.  The  University  of  Nebraska  Press  WWW  home  page  is  at 
http://www.unl.edu/up/home.htm,  and  their  email  address  is 
press@unlinfo.unl.edu.  Illustrated,  bibliography,  notes.  364  pp., 
$17.50  paper.  0-8032-7965-5.  To  the  Pawnee,  the  revival  of  the 
ghost  dance  in  the  1890s  signaled  a cultural  rejuvenation.  In  this 
reissue  of  the  1933  original  edition.  Lesser  focuses  on  a guessing 
hand  game,  and  its  place  in  the  Pawnee  worldview  and  the  process  of 
acculturation.  Grade:  A- . 

WHY  I CAN'T  READ  WALLACE  STEGNER  AND  OTHER  ESSAYS:  A TRIBAL  VOICE 
by  Elizabeth  Cook-Lynn.  University  of  Wisconsin  Press,  114  N. 

Murray  St.,  Madison,  WI  53715-1199,  (608)  262-4928,  FAX:  (608)  262- 
7560.  Selected  bibliography,  notes.  172  pp.,  $17.95  paper.  0- 
299-15144-1.  Cook-Lynn,  a Crow  Creek  Sioux  and  professor  of 
English  and  Native  American  Studies  at  Eastern  Washington  Universi- 
ty, provides  book  reviews  ("The  Broken  Cord,"  "Black  Hills  White 
Dustice, " and  others),  critiques  the  development  of  tribal  literacy 
in  academia,  and  portrays  Stegner  as  a fiction  writer  who  has  been 
"successful  in  serving  the  interests  of  a nation's  fantasy  about 
itself."  Self-indulgent,  but  deserving  of  consideration.  Grade:  B+. 

GERALD  VIZENOR:  WRITING  IN  THE  ORAL  TRADITION  by  Kimberly  M. 

Blaeser.  University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  1005  Asp  Ave.,  Norman,  OK 
73019,  (800)  627-7377,  FAX:  (800)  735-0476.  Index,  notes,  list  of 
works,  list  of  works  cited.  272  pp.,  $29.95  cloth.  0-8061-2874-7. 

An  inspiring  critical  analysis  of  Vizenor's  extensive  works, 
concentrating  on  "the  participatory  quality"  of  his  writing.  Grade:  A- 

THE  ANASAZI  OF  MESA  VERDE  AND  THE  FOUR  CORNERS  by  William  F. 

Ferguson.  University  of  Colorado  Press,  P.O.  Box  849,  Niwot,  CO 
80544,  (800)  268-6044,  FAX:  (303)  530-5306.  Illustrated  (200 
photographs  in  color),  index,  bibliography,  glossary,  maps.  221 
pp.,  $49.95  cloth  (0-87081-375-7),  $29.95  paper  (0-87081-392-7). 

A colorful  overview  of  the  Anasazi  culture  and  architecture  (with 
an  abundance  of  maps).  Some  of  the  material,  however,  is  under 
dispute.  Grade:  B+. 

THE  THUNDER  MOON  SERIES:  THE  LEGEND  OF  THUNDER  MOON,  RED  WIND  AND 
THUNDER  MOON,  THUNDER  MOON  AND  THE  SKY  PEOPLE,  FAREWELL  THUNDERMOON 
by  Max  Brand.  University  of  Nebraska  Press,  901  N.  17th  St., 

Lincoln,  NE  68588-0520,  (800)  755-1105,  FAX:  (402)  472-6214.  The 
University  of  Nebraska  Press  WWW  home  page  is  at 
http://www.unl.edu/up/home.htm,  and  their  email  address  is 
press@unlinfo.unl.edu.  "Legend"  is  176  pp.,  $25.00  cloth  (0-8032- 
1269-0,  Red  Wind"  is  170  pp.,  $25.00  cloth  (0-8032-1268-2,  "Sky 
People"  is  220  pp.,  $25.00  cloth  (0-8032-1264-X) , and  "Farewell"  is 
90  pp.,  $25.00  cloth  (0-8032-1267-4).  The  University  of  Nebraska 
Press  has  reissued  these  four  Brand  (Frederick  Faust)  novelettes, 
dealing  with  the  Cheyenne  Indians  and  their  encounters  with  white 
settlers,  originally  published  in  "Western  Story  Magazine"  in  1927- 
28.  Grade  for  all:  A. 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  ARCHITECTURE  by  Peter  Nabokov  and  Robert  Easton. 

Oxford  University  Press,  200  Madison  Ave.,  N.Y.,  NY  10016,  (800) 
451-7556,  (919)  677-1303  FAX.  The  Oxford  University  Press  home 
page  on  the  WWW  is  at  http://www.oup-usa.org.  Illustrated,  index, 
bibliography,  glossary,  map.  431  pp.,  $29.95  cloth.  0-19-506665- 
0.  Nabokov  and  Easton  describe  (with  archival  photographs  and 


drawings)  the  wide  diversity  of  structural  detail  in  Native 
American  buildings  and  relate  how  each  type  is  intimately  connected 
to  the  social  customs  and  worldview  of  each  tribe.  The  book  won 
the  1989  Bay  Area  Book  Reviewers  Award  for  Arts  and  Letters. 

Grade:  A. 

THE  CHEROKEE  PEOPLE:  THE  STORY  OF  THE  CHEROKEES  FROM  EARLIEST 
ORIGINS  TO  CONTEMPORARY  TIMES  by  Thomas  E.  Mails.  Marlowe  and 
Company,  632  Broadway,  Seventh  Floor,  N.Y.,  NY  10012,  (212)  460- 
5742,  FAX:  (212)  460-5796.  Illustrated,  index,  bibliography, 
appendix,  maps.  382  pp.,  27.50  paper.  1-56924-762-5.  In  this 
updated  edition  of  the  1992  original,  author/artist  Mails  presents 
the  history,  ethnology,  and  culture  of  a tenacious  people.  Though 
some  important  recent  events  are  glossed  over,  this  is  an  important 
work.  Grade:  B+. 

SONG  OF  THE  TURTLE:  AMERICAN  INDIAN  LITERATURE  1974  TO  1994,  edited 
by  Paula  Gunn  Allen.  Ballantine  Books/One  World,  201  E.  50th  St., 
N.Y.,  NY  10022,  (800)  733-3000,  (800)  659-2436  FAX.  The  Random 
House  home  page  is  at  http://www.randomhouse.com.  List  of 
supplementary  readings.  365  pp.,  $25.00  cloth.  0-345-37525-4.  A 
companion  to  Allen's  "Voice  of  the  Turtle,"  this  volume  is  an 
authoritative  introduction  to  the  abundant  body  of  literature  that 
has  accumulated  during  this  period.  Bearing  Allen's  distinctive 
editorship  (she  includes  several  emerging  native  writers),  the 
thirty-three  narratives,  memoirs,  oral  legends,  poems,  short 
stories,  and  excerpts  from  novels  are  guaranteed  to  transform 
classes  in  Native  American  literature  at  universities  across  the 
country.  Grade:  A- . 

HOPI  BASKET  WEAVING:  ARTISTRY  IN  NATURAL  FIBERS  by  Helga  Teiwes. 
University  of  Arizona  Press,  1230  N.  Park,  #102,  Tucson,  AZ  85719, 
(800)  426-3797,  (602)  882-3065  in  Arizona,  FAX:  (602)  621-8899. 

The  University  of  Arizona  Press  online  catalogue  and  order  form  may 
be  accessed  from  the  Internet  by  telneting  to 

INFO.CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU.  Login  as  INFO.  From  the  Main  Menu  choose 
5 (On-line  Information  Services),  3 (University  of  Arizona 
Information),  1 (Campus  Services),  and  4 (University  of  Arizona 
Press).  Illustrated  (over  100  color  and  black-and-white  photo- 
graphs), index,  bibliography,  glossary,  map.  226  pp.,  $45.00  cloth 
(0-8165-1613-8),  $19.95  paper  (0-8165-1615-4).  Teiwes,  a retired 
museum  photographer,  describes  how  native  plants  are  gathered, 
dried,  and  woven  into  breathtaking,  functional  works  of  art. 
Included  is  commentary  on  the  lives  of  several  Hopi  weavers. 

Grade:  A- . 

HANDBOOK  OF  NATIVE  AMERICAN  LITERATURE,  edited  by  Andrew  Wiget. 
Garland  Publishing,  717  Fifth  Ave.,  N.Y.,  NY  10022,  (212)  751-7447, 
FAX:  (212)  308-9399.  Index,  bibliography,  notes,  map.  616  pp., 
$22.95  paper.  0-8153-2586-X.  A selective  and  occasionally  dated 
guide  to  Native  American  authors,  including  essays,  short 
commentary  on  specific  authors,  and  bibliographies.  This  volume 
replaces  "Dictionary  of  Native  American  Literature."  Grade:  B. 

ZUNI:  A VILLAGE  OF  SILVERSMITHS  by  lames  Ostler,  Marian  Rodee,  and 
Milford  Nahohai.  Published  by  the  Pueblo  of  Zuni  Arts  and  Crafts 
and  the  A:shiwi  A:wan  Museum  and  Heritage  Center,  Hwy.  53,  Zuni,  NM 
87327,  (505)  782-5531.  Illustrated,  index,  bibliography,  map.  143 
pp.,  $40.00  cloth  (0-912535-11-3),  $29.95  paper  (0-912535-08-3). 

A splendid  guide  to  Zuni  work  in  silver,  with  artist  profiles  and 
interviews.  Grade:  A. 

VOICE  OF  THE  OLD  WOLF:  LUCULLUS  VIRGIL  MCWHORTER  AND  THE  NEZ  PERCE 
INDIANS  by  Steven  Ross  Evans.  Washington  State  University  Press, 
Pullman,  WA  99164-5910,  (509)  335-3518,  FAX:  (509)  335-8568. 


Illustrated,  index,  bibliography,  notes,  map.  208  pp.,  $32.00 
cloth  (0-87422-129-3),  $19.95  paper  (0-87422-128-5).  A splendid 
and  captivating  history  of  the  treaty  and  non-treaty  Nez  Perce  and 
Yakima  Indians,  from  the  perspective  of  a white  advocate  and 
friend.  Grade:  A- . 

SON  OF  TWO  BLOODS  by  Vincent  L.  Mendoza.  University  of  Nebraska 
Press,  901  N.  17th  St.,  Lincoln,  NE  68588-0520,  (800)  755-1105, 

FAX:  (402)  472-6214.  The  University  of  Nebraska  Press  WWW  home 
page  is  at  http://www.unl.edu/up/home.htm,  and  their  email  address 
is  press@unlinfo.unl.edu.  Illustrated.  176  pp.,  $25.00  cloth.  0- 
8032-3188-1.  A lean,  and  at  times  superficial,  memoir  of  growing 
up  between  two  cultures  (Mendoza's  father  is  Mexican  and  his  mother 
is  Creek)  in  the  1950s  and  60s.  The  book  won  the  North  American 
Indian  Prose  Award  in  1995.  Grade:  B- . 

THE  FINE  ART  OF  CALIFORNIA  INDIAN  BASKETRY,  edited  by  Brian  Bibby. 
Heyday  Books,  P.O.  Box  9145,  Berkeley,  CA  94709,  (510)  549-3564, 
FAX:  (510)  549-1889.  Illustrated,  bibliography.  128  pp.,  $20.00 
paper.  0-930588-87-8.  An  impressive  catalog  for  an  exhibition  of 
62  baskets,  dating  from  1822  to  the  present,  at  the  Crocker  Art 
Museum  in  Sacramento.  The  exhibition  will  appear  at  the  Autry 
Museum  for  Western  Heritage  in  Los  Angeles  from  March  22  to  Dune  1, 
1997.  Grade:  B+. 

SOUTHWESTERN  POTTERY:  ANASAZI  TO  ZUNI  by  Allan  Hayes  and  Dohn  Blom. 
Northland  Publishing,  P.O.  Box  1389,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86002-1389, 

(800)  346-3257,  (800)  257-9082  FAX.  Northland  also  has  a line  of 
southwestern  design  T-shirts  and  other  gifts.  Illustrated  (130 
color  photographs),  index,  bibliography,  maps,  afterword.  197  pp., 
$40.00  cloth  (0-87358-663-8),  $21.95  paper  (0-87358-656-5).  A 
stunning  and  comprehensive  documentary  of  Indian  pottery,  from  the 
earliest  times  to  the  present  day,  with  commentary  on  popular 
potters.  Written  primarily  for  collectors,  includes  purchasing 
tips.  Grade:  A- . 

STANDING  IN  THE  LIGHT:  A LAKOTA  WAY  OF  SEEING  by  Severt  Young  Bear 
and  R.D.  Theisz.  University  of  Nebraska  Press/Bison  Books,  901  N. 
17th  St.,  Lincoln,  NE  68588-0520,  (800)  755-1105,  FAX:  (402)  472- 
6214.  The  University  of  Nebraska  Press  WWW  home  page  is  at 
http://www.unl.edu/up/home.htm,  and  their  email  address  is 
press@unlinfo.unl.edu.  Illustrated,  index,  bibliography,  map.  225 
pp.,  $12.00  paper.  0-8032-9912-5.  In  this  paperback  reissue  of 
the  1994  original  edition,  the  late  musician,  teacher,  and  activist 
speaks  of  living  a balanced  and  meaningful  life  within  the  four 
circles  of  the  Lakota  culture.  Grade:  A. 

A ZUNI  ARTIST  LOOKS  AT  FRANK  HAMILTON  CUSHING:  CARTOONS  BY  PHIL 
HUGHTE.  Published  by  the  Pueblo  of  Zuni  Arts  and  Crafts  and  the 
A:shiwi  A:wan  Museum  and  Heritage  Center,  Hwy.  53,  Zuni,  NM  87327, 
(505)  782-5531.  Illustrated,  list  of  readings.  125  pp.,  $24.95 
paper.  0-9641401-0-1.  A humorous  and  insightful  portrayal,  in 
caricature,  of  how  the  Zuni  may  have  interpreted  Cushing's  four 
year  residence  at  the  Pueblo  as  an  ethnologist  for  the  Smithsonian 
Institution.  Grade:  B+. 

WISDOM  SITS  IN  PLACES:  LANDSCAPE  AND  LANGUAGE  AMONG  THE  WESTERN 
APACHE  by  Keith  H.  Basso.  University  of  New  Mexico  Press,  1720 
Lomas  Blvd.  N.E.,  Albuquerque,  NM  87131-1591,  (505)  277-2346,  FAX: 
(505)  277-9270.  Illustrated,  index,  references,  notes.  199  pp., 
$40.00  cloth  (0-8263-1723-4),  $14.95  paper  (0-8263-1724-3).  A 
thoughtful  and  distinctive  discourse  on  the  significance  of  place 
in  Western  Apache  narratives  and  names.  The  book  won  the  1996 
Western  States  Award  for  Creative  Nonfiction.  Grade:  A. 


CLAIMING  BREATH  by  Diane  Glancy.  University  of  Nebraska 
Press/Bison  Books,  901  N.  17th  St.,  Lincoln,  NE  68588-0520,  (800) 
755-1105,  FAX:  (402)  472-6214.  The  University  of  Nebraska  Press 
WWW  home  page  is  at  http://www.unl.edu/up/home.htm,  and  their  email 
address  is  press@unlinfo.unl.edu.  129  pp.,  $12.00  paper.  0-8032- 
7066-6.  A reissue  of  an  uneven  memoir  in  the  form  of  a journal, 
written  as  the  Cherokee  author  crossed  Oklahoma  teaching  creative 
writing  (and  seeking  her  lost  cultural  heritage).  The  book  won  the 
1991  North  American  Indian  Prose  Award.  Grade:  B. 

DRESSING  IN  FEATHERS:  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  INDIAN  IN  AMERICAN 
POPULAR  CULTURE,  edited  by  S.  Elizabeth  Bird. 

HarperCollins/Westview  Press,  5500  Central  Ave.,  Boulder,  CO  80301- 
2877,  (303)  444-3541.  Illustrated,  index,  notes.  331  pp.,  $19.50 
paper.  Bird  presents  eighteen  compelling  essays  challenging  the 
depiction  of  Indians  in  sport,  film,  television,  photography,  and 
other  media.  Included  are  discussions  of  "Pocahontas,"  "Dances 
With  Wolves,"  "Dr.  Quinn,  Medicine  Woman,"  and  "Northern  Exposure," 
as  well  as  historical  depictions.  Grade:  B+. 

INDIAN  AMERICA:  A TRAVELER'S  COMPANION  (FOURTH  EDITION),  by 
Eagle/Walking  Turtle.  Dohn  Muir  Publications,  P.O.  Box  613,  Santa 
Fe,  NM  87504,  (505)  982-4078,  FAX:  (505)  988-1680.  Illustrated, 
index,  bibliography,  glossary,  maps,  appendix.  477  pp.,  $18.95 
paper.  1-56261-238-7.  A comprehensive  sourcebook  for  the 
traveler,  providing  information  to  more  than  300  American  Indian 
reservations,  communities,  museums,  and  cultural  centers,  with 
short  histories,  lists  of  events  (a  new  chapter  provides  details  on 
powwows),  and  many  archival  photographs.  In  this  book  are  many 
ways  to  heal  the  sacred  hoop,  and  always  remember:  these  are 
sovereign  nations:  here,  you  are  the  foreigner.  Grade:  A- . 

WHITE  MAN'S  WICKED  WATER:  THE  ALCOHOL  TRADE  AND  PROHIBITION  IN 
INDIAN  COUNTRY,  1802-1892  by  William  E.  Unrau.  University  Press 
of  Kansas,  2501  West  15th  Street,  Lawrence,  KS  66049-3904,  (913) 
864-4154,  FAX:  (913)  864-4586.  Illustrated,  index,  bibliography, 
notes,  maps.  190  pp.,  $25.00  cloth.  0-7006-0779-X.  An 
examination  of  Indian  alcoholism  in  the  nineteenth  century. 

Contrary  to  popular  opinion,  Unrau  says  that  alcoholism  was  one  of 
the  results  of  acculturation,  rather  than  white  subversion.  Grade:  B+. 

LUSHOOTSEED  TEXTS:  AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  PUGET  SALISH  NARRATIVE 
AESTHETICS,  edited  by  Crisa  Bierwert.  University  of  Nebraska 
Press,  901  N.  17th  St.,  Lincoln,  NE  68588-0520,  (800)  755-1105, 

FAX:  (402)  472-6214.  The  University  of  Nebraska  Press  WWW  home 
page  is  at  http://www.unl.edu/up/home.htm,  and  their  email  address 
is  press@unlinfo.unl.edu.  Illustrated,  index,  bibliography,  notes. 

337  pp.,  $40.00  cloth.  0-8032-1262-3.  Seven  annotated  stories, 
each  with  its  own  introduction,  that  symbolize  the  diversity  of  the 
Lushootseed  oral  literature.  The  language,  originally  widely 
spoken  by  tribes  living  along  the  northern  coast  of  Washington,  is 
threatened  with  extinction,  as  fewer  than  a dozen  speakers  remain. 
Grade:  A. 

NAMPEYO  AND  HER  POTTERY  by  Barbara  Kramer.  University  of  New 
Mexico  Press,  1720  Lomas  Blvd.  N.E.,  Albuquerque,  NM  87131-1591, 

(505)  277-2346,  FAX:  (505)  277-9270.  Illustrated  (47  total,  12  in 
color),  index,  bibliography,  notes,  maps,  appendix.  238  pp., 

$39.95  cloth.  0-8263-1718-9.  An  extensive  biography  of  the  Hopi- 
Tewa  potter,  includes  a stylistic  analysis.  Grade:  A- . 

"RE : Poem:  Earth  Lessons"  

Date:  96/12/01  13:05 

From:  a.horovitch@genie.com  <suzan  horovitch> 


Sub  j : 


genie  email 
Night  Owl: 

I was  at  a prose  and  poetry  reading  last  night  and  was  most  taken  with 
the  quality  and  intensity  of  some  of  the  young  McGill  University  students 
poets.  After  David  read  this  one  I talked  to  him  and  he  gave  me  permission 
to  submit  it  to  Wotanging  Ikche  for  publication. 

Brave  Star 


Submitted  by  Suzan  Horovitch 

Written  by  David  Neudorfer:  Dazz-poet  for  Montreal's  rhythmic  Missionaries 
(a  jazz-poetry  ensemble  featuring  four  poets  and  four  musicians.  Trumpet, 
Saxophone,  Bass  and  Drums)  § email  : neudorf@discovland.net 

DEFENDERS  OF  THE  SHUSWAP  NATIONS 
(SUNDANCERS  AT  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE,  B.C.) 

" It  is  important  for  those  people  given  the  power  to  enforce  the  law  to 
refrain  from  using  force  and  to  be  patient  above  all  else." 

-Assembly  of  First  Nations  Chief  - Ovide  Mercredi 

1. 

treaty  land?  non-treaty  land? 
who  knows? 

(they  ain't  my  people  so...) 
who  cares? 

2. 

BNA  ACT, INDIAN  ACT,  ACT  1,  ACT  11,  ACTS,  FACTS,  ETC. 
royal  declaration  of  wrongs 
or 

royal  right  to  genocide 
or 

simply 
royal  SHIT!) 

3. 

dancing 
sun  blood 
negotiates 

4. 

modern  rcmp: 
clickclick 
Bang!  Bang! 

shoot  em  up 
clickclick 
Bang!  Bang! 

Put  em  up 
oops  - you  dead 
we  win  - victory 
victory! 

5. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  COLONIALISTS! 
what's  new 
legal 
victims? 

CONSTITUTIONAL  GENOCIDE! 

6. 

CENTURIES 

of 

WHITE  DUSTICE 


by  David  Neudonfen 


"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/11/25  01:39 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  8-14 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

8 

In  the  mirror  pool,  you  will  see  reflected  your  own  spirit. 

9 

Learn  all  that  life  has  to  teach  you. 

10 

Seek  love,  knowledge,  and  above  all  else  --  happiness. 

11 

If  we  can  achieve  a meeting  of  minds,  then  all  our  other  differences  are 
meaningless . 

12 

Welcome  new  possibilities  --  they  are  the  zest  of  life. 

13 

Enjoy  your  dreams,  for  they  come  from  a very  special  part  of  you. 

14 

Be  creative  in  every  aspect  of  your  life. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  5 December  96  08:00  -0500 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Nov  28,  1996 

From:  jon.reyhner@nau.edu  in  igc:indig.educatio 
Sub j : "Stabilizing  Indigenous  Languages  Symposium" 

Fourth  Annual  Stabilizing  Indigenous  Languages  Symposium: 

Sharing  Effective  Language  Renewal  Practices 

duBois  Conference  Center,  Northern  Arizona  University  (NAU),  Flagstaff, 
Arizona,  May  2-3,  1997  sponsored  by  NAU's  Bilingual  Multicultural 
Education  Program  and  Navajo  Language  Program 

This  Symposium  is  designed  to  allow  preschool,  K-12,  college,  and 
university  American  Indian  language  educators  and  activists  through  panels 
workshops,  and  papers  to  share  ideas  and  materials  for  teaching  American 
Indian  languages.  The  results  of  the  conference  will  be  shared  with  a 
wider  audience  through  a monograph. 

Deadline  for  proposals  is  January  10,  1997 

Contact  Jon  Reyhner,  Box  5774,  Northern  Arizona  University,  Flagstaff,  AZ 


86011-5774  (Phone  520  523  0580;  e-mail  Don.Reyhner@nau.edu)  for  more 
information  on  the  symposium  and  the  call  for  presentations.  Copies  of  the 
256  page  monograph  "Stabilizing  Indigenous  Languages"  (the  proceedings  of 
the  first  and  second  symposiums  in  1994  & 1995)  are  still  available  for 
$7.00  (includes  postage  within  U.S.).  Contact  Debbie  Hawthorne,  Box  5774, 
Flagstaff,  AZ.  86011;  Phone  520  523  2127. 


Date:  Wed,  27  Nov  1996  21:17:05  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <cmilda@goodnet . com> 
Sub j : HOLIDAY  POTLUCK 


THE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  GRADUATE  CENTRE 
& 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  RESOURCE  CENTRE 
INVITE  YOU 

* * * 

TO  A 

* * * 

HOLIDAY  POTLUCK 

* * * 

DECEMBER  6TH,  1996 
5:30-8:30  P.M. 

1610  E 7TH  STREET 

MAIN  DISH,  BEVERAGES,  AND  DESERTS 
WILL  BE  PROVIDED 
PLEASE  BRING  A SIDE  DISH! 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Ishgooda,  Brian  Hauk,  Marie  Dackson,  Ann  Stewart,  Scott  Robert  Ladd, 
lack  Hicks,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  David  Neudorfer  via  Suzan  Horovitch, 
Danet  Smith,  Barbara  Munson,  Michael  Wassegijig  Price,  Steve  Brock, 
M.  Pamela  Bumsted,  Larry  Kibby,  Doe  Campagna 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  5 December  96  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Mon,  2 Dec  1996  16:54:50  CST 

From:  wbabchuk@unlinfo.unl.edu  (Wayne  Babchuk) 

Sub j : Call  for  Papers:  Indigenous  Peoples  Symposium  (UNL,  April  1997) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES:  AN  INTERNATIONAL  SYMPOSIUM  sponsored  by  the  University 
of  Nebraska-Lincoln  will  be  held  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska  on  April  8-9,  1997. 
Walter  Echo-Hawk,  Native  American  Rights  Fund  senior  staff  attorney,  will 
be  featured  in  a general  session  in  conjunction  with  the  E.N.  Thompson 
Forum  on  World  Issues.  Proposals  are  due  Danuary  15,  1997,  for  concurrent 
session  presentations  or  panel  discussions  on  topics  related  to  indigenous 


peoples.  Notice  of  acceptance  will  be  made  by  February  15,  1997. 
Presenters  will  receive  a discounted  registration  fee.  Please  direct 
inquiries  to:  Academic  Conferences  and  Professional  Programs,  Division  of 
Continuing  Studies,  University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln,  Lincoln,  NE, 
68583-9600,  (402)  472-2844,  Fax:  (402)  472-9688,  E-mail:  acpp@unl.edu, 

WWW  URL  is  http://www.unl.edu/conted/acpp/ 

"RE : News  from  Nunavut"  

Date:  Fri,  29  Nov  1996  14:21:17  -0500 
From:  jhicks@nunavut . ca  (lack  Flicks) 

Sub j : the  news  from  Nunavut... 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Hi  everyone. 

The  following  articles  --  Leaders  embrace  gender  parity.  Race  narrows  for 
Nunavut's  interim  commissioner  job.  Leaders  want  elected  government  at 
Nunavut's  birth.  Flow  many  MLAs  will  Nunavut  have?,  Nunavut  leaders  reflect 
on  suicide  & Editorial:  The  Royal  Uelly  --  are  from  today's  (Friday, 
November  29,  1996)  Nunatsiaq  News,  Iqaluit's  excellent  weekly  newspaper. 
Their  website  --  http://www.nunanet.com/~nunat  --  is  definitely  worth  a 
visit.  There's  no  better  way  to  keep  on  top  of  the  news  from  Nunavut,  no 
matter  where  you  live. 

Flave  a great  weekend, 
lack 


Leaders  embrace  gender  parity 
TODD  PHILLIPS 
Nunatsiaq  News 

IQALUIT  --  Nunavut's  leaders  moved  closer  last  weekend  to  creating  the 
world's  first  legislative  assembly  that  guarantees  an  equal  number  of  seats 
for  men  and  women. 

After  two  days  of  intense  debate,  72  per  cent  of  delegates  at  a Nunavut 
leaders'  meeting  in  Iqaluit  voted  in  principle  for  the  Nunavut 
Implementation  Commission's  "gender  parity"  proposal. 

Under  that  idea,  each  constituency  in  Nunavut  would  be  represented  by  two 
members  --  one  elected  by  all  voters  from  a list  of  males,  and  the  other 
elected  by  all  voters  from  a list  of  females. 

Not  a done  deal 

The  results  of  last  weekend's  vote  aren't  binding  on  any  government.  And 
the  proposal  still  has  hurdles  to  clear  - including  approval  by  the  federal 
cabinet . 

Indian  Affairs  Minister  Ron  Irwin  said  this  week  more  discussion  is  needed, 
and  he  expects  leaders  will  talk  about  it  again  at  a February  meeting. 

The  minister  added  that  the  leaders  who  met  in  Iqaluit  made  it  clear  they 
were  a "discussion  group"  and  hadn't  reached  any  firm  decision. 

"We  are  watching  and  listening.  It's  a very  difficult  decision  that  has  to 
be  made,"  Irwin  said  in  Iqaluit  Wednesday  before  heading  a 28-member  trade 
delegation  to  Nuuk,  Greenland. 

A historic  vote 

But  Nunavut  leaders  and  officials  at  the  meeting  described  the  debate,  and 
the  outcome  of  the  vote,  as  "a  historic  moment." 

"If  it  goes  through  and  we  go  ahead  with  this,  I think  other  Canadians 
should  appreciate  that  we  are  breaking  new  ground,"  Uohn  Amagoalik,  the 
NIC's  chief  commissioner,  said  last  Sunday  after  the  vote. 

"I  sincerely  believe  that  this  is  the  direction  where  the  world  is  heading. 

Amagoalik  changes  minds 

Amagoalik,  a strong  backer  of  the  proposal,  was  urged  by  several  leaders  to 
step  aside  as  chairman  of  the  meeting  to  speak  freely  about  the  proposal. 

The  man  who's  often  called  "The  Father  of  Nunavut"  said  it's  important  to 
restore  balance  to  Inuit  society  by  bringing  about  a reconciliation  between 


men  and  women. 

"We  all  know  that  oun  society  is  in  a mess.  It's  in  a mess  because  we  have 
been  out  of  kilter/'  Amagoalik  said. 

"In  the  old  days  when  we  were  living  in  camps,  the  father  and  mother  always 
had  equal  value.  Their  work  was  considered  to  have  equal  value." 

That  was  disrupted  when  Inuit  began  to  move  from  their  outpost  camps  into 
communities  about  40  years  ago,  he  said. 

After  that,  Amagoalik  said,  men  and  women  found  they  didn't  necessarily 
need  one  another. 

But  if  the  people  of  Nunavut  are  to  fix  their  society,  he  said  they  have  to 
restore  the  importance  of  the  family,  and  of  equal  respect  for  men  and 
women . 

Not  a merit  system 

Amagoalik  dismissed  criticisms  that  adopting  the  commission's  gender  parity 
model  means  people  won't  be  elected  on  merit. 

"People  say  that  if  we  accept  this  system  that  it  somehow  will  take  away 
from  the  democratic  rights  of  people.  I don't  see  that.  It  doesn't  prevent 
anyone  from  running,"  Amagoalik  said. 

"People  will  still  vote  for  people  they  think  is  the  best,  and  people  who 
deserve  it  will  continue  to  win." 

The  25  leaders  represent  a cross-section  of  Inuit  and  non-Inuit  from 
Nunavut's  three  regions. 

In  a secret  ballot,  18  voted  in  favor,  3 against  and  four  abstained.  Seven 
of  those  votes,  however,  came  from  unelected  members  of  the  NIC. 

Leaders  had  finished  talking  about  gender  parity  on  Saturday,  but  reopened 
debate  the  next  day.  That's  when  Amagoalik  surprised  everyone  with  his 
decision  to  conduct  a straw  poll,  which,  he  assured  them,  isn't  binding. 

Anawak  still  opposed 

Nunatsiaq  MP  lack  Anawak  down  played  the  significance  of  the  vote,  saying  it 
only  reflects  the  views  of  the  25  people  who  sat  around  the  table  last 
weekend  and  not  the  views  of  the  majority  of  Nunavut's  elected  leaders. 

"There  is  no  decision  made,"  Anawak  said  in  an  interview  Sunday. 

Anawak  said  several  times  during  the  meeting  he  doesn't  much  like  the  idea. 

"I  think  it  should  not  matter  whether  you  are  female  or  male.  I think  the 
people  should  be  given  the  option  to  choose,"  Anawak  said  in  Inuktitut  on 
Saturday. 

Anawak  did  say  that  he  would  respect  the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  his 
constituents,  and  help  make  the  necessary  changes  to  the  Nunavut  Act 

NIC  officials  say  the  vote  gives  them  the  mandate  they  need  to  recommend 
gender  parity  in  a supplementary  report  they're  expected  to  present  next 
month  to  Ottawa,  the  GNWT,  and  Nunavut  Tunngavik. 

They  also  say  that  if  the  leaders  had  rejected  the  proposal  at  this 
meeting,  it  likely  would  have  died. 

Amagoalik  sent  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Ron  Irwin  a letter  on  Sunday 
briefing  him  on  the  debate  and  the  outcome  of  vote. 

Pleased  with  outcome 

"I  feel  very  good  about  it.  Until  now,  it  was  very  difficult  to  gauge  as  to 
where  this  issue  was  in  terms  of  public  support,"  Amagoalik  said.  "After 
two  days  of  intense  negotiations,  we're  finding  that  the  leaders  are  now 
beginning  to  get  behind  the  proposal." 

For  Amagoalik,  that  means  the  more  people  understand  the  proposal,  the  more 
they  are  in  favor  of  it.  Amagoalik  said  the  commission  will  now  try  to 
explain  the  issue  to  the  public. 

The  Nunavut  Implementation  Commission  makes  recommendations  to  Ottawa,  the 
Government  of  the  Northwest  Territories  and  Nunavut's  Inuit  land  claim  body 
on  the  make  up  and  design  of  the  Nunavut  government. 


Race  narrows  for  Nunavut's  interim  commissioner  job:  Ron  Irwin  says  he's 
ready  to  sit  down  with  Premier  Don  Morin  and  lose  Kusugak  to  pick  Nunavut's 
interim  commissioner. 

TODD  PHILLIPS 
Nunatsiaq  News 


IQALUIT  --  You  couldn't  throw  a snowball  inside  Iqaluit's  Parish  Hall  last 
weekend  without  hitting  a potential  interim  commissioner  for  Nunavut. 

That's  where  many  of  Nunavut's  political  leaders  had  gathered  for  a two-day 
meeting  on  Nunavut's  future  legislative  assembly. 

At  least  five  people  there  are  being  seriously  considered  for  the 
prestigious  and  powerful  job. 

The  interim  commissioner  is  expected  to  play  a vital  role  in  the  period 
leading  up  to  the  creation  of  the  Nunavut  territory  on  April  1,  1999. 

When  appointed,  the  commissioner  will  oversee  a budget  of  about  $10  million 
until  1999. 

He  or  she  will  have  the  power  to  hire  the  senior  staff  of  Nunavut's  public 
service,  negotiate  funding  and  labor  agreements  on  behalf  of  the  Nunavut 
government,  make  decisions  on  the  division  of  assets  and  liabilities 
between  Nunavut  and  the  NWT,  and  deal  with  other  administrative  issues. 

Who's  in  the  race? 

Nunatsiaq  MP  lack  Anawak  has  already  been  interviewed  for  the  job. 

People  working  for  Caldwell  Partners,  the  executive  search  firm  hired  to 
conduct  the  search  and  to  screen  candidates,  have  also  interviewed  other 
people  --  some  in  Iqaluit  last  weekend. 

Other  contenders  who  were  at  last  weekend's  meeting  are  Peter  Ernerk,  a 
member  of  the  Nunavut  Implementation  Commission,  Iqaluit  Mayor  loe  Kunuk, 

Ken  MacRury,  the  former  regional  director  for  the  Baffin  region,  and  Marius 
Tungilik,  formerly  the  regional  director  for  the  Keewatin  and  now  acting 
communications  director  for  Nunavut  Tunngavik  Inc. 

Helen  Klengenberg,  a wildlife  coordinator  with  Nunavut  Tunngavik  in 
Cambridge  Bay,  has  also  been  nominated  as  a candidate. 

Sources  have  told  Nunatsiaq  News  that  the  other  candidates  are  former 
high-level  bureaucrats  with  the  federal  government,  and  another  from  the 
Alberta  government. 

NIC  commissioner  Kenn  Harper  denied  a persistent  rumour  that  he  too  was 
being  considered  for  the  job. 

"Absolutely  not,"  Harper  said  on  Saturday. 

Irwin  ready  to  pick 

Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development  Minister  Ron  Irwin  is  expected  to 
make  the  appointment  sometime  next  month. 

In  an  interview  this  week  in  Iqaluit,  Irwin  said  it's  now  up  to  him,  NTI 
president  lose  Kusugak,  and  GNWT  Premier  Don  Morin  to  "sit  down  and  agree" 
on  one  candidate. 

"We  can  do  that,  I think,  fairly  quickly,  now  that  we  have  a list  of  people 
who  are  qualified  and  interested,"  Irwin  said. 

The  right  stuff 

Whoever  does  get  the  job  will  have  been  deemed  to  have  been  the  best 
candidate  to  meet  the  following  list  of  qualifications: 

+ Proven  management  skills  and  experience; 

+ Proven  negotiating  skills; 

+ Proven  diplomatic  abilities; 

+ Proven  communication  skills; 

+ Bilingualism  (Inuktitut/English)  preferred; 

+ Knowledge  of  government  design  and  operations; 

+ Understanding  of  national,  northern  and  Nunavut  issues; 

+ Familiarity  with  Inuit  culture  and  values; 

+ Experience  with  --  and  demonstrated  sensitivity  to  --  working  in  a 
multi-cultural  environment. 


Leaders  want  elected  government  at  Nunavut's  birth:  Many  people  in  Nunavut 
say  they  want  to  vote  directly  for  their  premier.  But  some  Nunavut  leaders 
say  that  could  disrupt  consensus  government  and  lead  to  party  politics. 
1AS0N  van  RASSEL 
Nunatsiaq  News 

IQALUIT  --  Kenn  Harper  says  he  wants  a premier  --  not  a bureaucrat  --  to 
pick  up  the  phone  when  dignitaries  call  to  celebrate  Nunavut's  birth. 

"April  1,  1999  will  be  the  greatest  day  in  the  history  of  Nunavut... 


unfortunately,  there  won't  be  a government  to  congratulate,"  Harper,  an  NIC 
commissioner,  said  Sunday  during  debate  at  a Nunavut  leaders'  meeting  in 
Iqaluit . 

Leaders  were  trying  to  figure  out  how  and  when  Nunavut's  first  government 
will  be  elected.  Harper  and  other  leaders  don't  like  the  current  plan  to 
have  Nunavut's  government  elected  after  April  1,  1999. 

So  it  now  looks  like  Nunavut's  first  election  may  be  held  in  January  or 
February  1999. 

Directly  elected  premier? 

It's  now  up  to  the  Nunavut  Implementation  Commission  to  draft  a 
recommendation  for  the  federal  government,  the  GNWT  and  Nunavut  Tunngavik 
to  approve. 

If  the  three  parties  agree  to  make  the  election  sooner,  then  the  Nunavut 
Act  has  to  be  amended  by  Parliament  to  reflect  the  decision. 

But  the  question  of  how  Nunavut's  first  premier  will  be  chosen  --  by  MLAs 
or  by  the  people  --  is  still  open  to  debate. 

In  the  NWT's  system  of  consensus  government,  the  legislative  assembly's  24 
MLAs  pick  the  premier  from  among  themselves. 

Some  leaders  at  the  table  last  weekend,  however,  were  in  no  hurry  to  change 
the  system,  saying  having  a directly  elected  premier  is  fraught  with 
potential  problems. 

"I  think  if  you  elected  a premier  directly,  it  would  lead  to  party 
politics,"  Municipal  Affairs  Minister  Manitok  Thompson  said,  adding  that 
candidates  for  the  premiership  will  want  to  organize  supporters  among  the 
crop  of  MLA  candidates. 

What  about  gender  parity? 

Thompson  also  questioned  the  cost  of  having  a directly  elected  premier 
removed  from  office,  because  a new  election  would  have  to  be  held,  rather 
than  simply  having  MLAs  pick  another  member  to  become  premier. 

Having  a directly  elected  premier  could  also  undermine  the  principle  of  a 
gender  balanced  legislature,  Thompson  said. 

If  Nunavut  decides  to  guarantee  an  equal  amount  of  seats  to  women  and  men, 
the  old  system  of  picking  the  premier  from  among  the  MLAs  should  remain  in 
place,  she  said,  so  a woman  candidate  has  an  equal  chance  of  becoming 
premier . 

Directly  electing  the  premier  doesn't  get  rid  of  the  traditional  barriers 
that  have  kept  women  out  of  the  highest  levels  of  politics  for  so  long,  she 
added . 

Consensus  gov't  doesn't  work? 

Iqaluit  MLA  Ed  Picco  says  he  thinks  directly  electing  the  premier  is  a good 
idea . 

Consensus  government  isn't  working  anymore,  he  says,  because  the  system 
only  works  when  the  government  has  enough  money  to  satisfy  everyone's 
needs . 

In  the  GNWT's  current  cash-strapped  state,  MLAs  squabble  over  shrinking 
dollars  and  there  is  no  consensus,  he  added. 

A directly  elected  premier  with  the  power  to  hire  and  fire  cabinet 
ministers  would  be  a better  system  for  Nunavut,  considering  the  territory 
will  inherit  a large  chunk  of  the  GNWT's  financial  woes,  Picco  said. 

By  1999,  the  NWT's  accumulated  debt  --  which  will  have  to  be  split  between 
Nunavut  and  the  west  --  may  reach  $85  million. 

"When  you're  looking  at  difficult  decisions,  you've  got  to  be  in  a position 
where  you  can  operate  autonomously,"  Picco  said. 

In  a news  release  Tuesday,  the  NIC  said  it  will  take  more  research  and 
consultation  before  it  can  reach  any  sort  of  consensus  on  the  issue  among 
Nunavut's  leaders. 


How  many  MLAs  will  Nunavut  have? 

TODD  PHILLIPS 
Nunatsiaq  News 

IQALUIT  --  There  will  be  at  least  18,  and  possibly  24  faces  gazing  at  one 
another  from  the  floor  of  the  first  Nunavut  assembly. 


Nunavut's  leaders  didn't  decide  how  many  MLAs  will  be  needed  to  run  the 
government,  but  they  did  narrow  it  down  at  a meeting  in  Iqaluit  last 
weekend . 

The  balance  is  between  meeting  the  needs  of  communities  that  don't  feel 
they  are  now  getting  adequate  representation,  and  the  cost  of  having  more 
MLAs. 

Deputy  Premier  Goo  Arlooktoo  told  leaders  that  each  MLA  will  cost  the  new 
Nunavut  government  about  $150,000  per  year.  That  includes  salary,  travel 
costs,  and  constituency  costs. 

"You  need  a balance  between  the  number  of  ministers  and  the  number  of  MLAs 
who  can  keep  those  ministers  accountable,"  Arlooktoo  said. 

Other  leaders  called  for  a system  where  the  number  of  MLAs  in  a region 
would  be  based  more  on  population. 

Iqaluit  MLA  Ed  Picco,  who  represents  about  4,000  people,  said  it's  too  much 
for  one  person. 

He  said  the  day  before  the  meeting  he  had  52  phone  calls  and  15  meetings. 

If  Nunavut's  leaders  adopt  the  Nunavut  Implementation  Commission's 
two-member  gender  parity  proposal,  that  would  affect  how  many  MLAs  there 
are . 

Linder  that  plan,  each  riding  would  have  two  MLAs  --  one  male  and  one 
female.  If  existing  electoral  boundaries  are  kept,  then  Nunavut's  assembly 
would  have  at  least  20  MLAs. 

If  two  more  ridings  are  added,  then  that  number  could  swell  to  24  MLAs. 
That's  how  many  MLAs  there  are  now  to  govern  the  entire  Northwest 
Territories . 

The  Nunavut  Implementation  Commission  will  include  the  leaders'  comments  in 
an  upcoming  report. 

The  territorial  government  will  soon  appoint  members  to  an  electoral 
boundaries  commission  that  will  tour  the  NWT  and  consult  with  people  about 
what  changes  they  might  like  to  see. 


Nunavut  leaders  reflect  on  suicide 
1AS0N  van  RASSEL 
Nunatsiaq  News 

IQALUIT  --  lack  Anawak  read  out  the  names  one  by  one,  a tragic  roll  call  of 
some  of  Nunavut's  most  recent  suicide  victims. 

Suicide  in  Nunavut  has  reached  "crisis  proportions,"  Anawak  said,  and  it's 
time  for  leaders  to  act. 

"We  have  lost  so  many  young  people  to  suicide  and  we  have  to  not  just  talk 
about  it,  but  do  something  about  it,"  he  said  at  last  weekend's  Nunavut 
leaders'  meeting  in  Iqaluit. 

Many  of  the  people  sitting  around  the  meeting  table  shared  their  own 
painful  stories  about  how  their  lives  had  been  touched  by  suicide. 

Couldn't  offer  enough 

Raurri  Ellsworth,  a youth  delegate  from  Iqaluit,  said  attending  suicide 
prevention  workshops  made  him  feel  like  he  knew  a lot  about  suicide  -- 
until  his  sister  killed  herself. 

"I  only  realized  last  summer  when  I kissed  my  little  sister  for  the  last 
time  that  I know  very  little,"  he  said. 

He  said  his  sister  was  "living  in  fear,  living  in  pain,"  and  no  one  -- 
including  himself  --  was  able  to  fix  things  or  show  her  the  love  she 
needed . 

"I  never  provided  her  with  a reason  to  live,  my  family  wasn't  able  to 
provide  her  with  a reason  to  live,  Iqaluit  wasn't  able  to  provide  her  with 
a reason  to  live,  BRIA  wasn't  able  to  provide  her  with  a place  to  live,  NTI 
wasn't  able  to  provide  her  with  a place  to  live,  Canada  wasn't  able  to 
provide  her  with  a place  to  live,  our  world  wasn't  able  to  provide  her  with 
a place  to  live. " 

"I  guess  there's  no  real  solution,"  Ellsworth  said,  except  to  be  good  to 
people  and  hope  people  will  treat  each  other  with  compassion. 

"I  love  everybody,"  he  said  quietly  in  closing. 

Take  time  to  talk 

Nunavut  Tunngavik  president  lose  Kusugak  told  of  having  to  console  one  of 


his  daughters,  who  was  crying  and  clutching  a photo  of  a friend  who  had 
committed  suicide. 

"I  didn't  know  whether  to  take  the  picture  away  or  let  her  keep  it,"  he 
said.  "The  only  thing  I could  do  is  talk  to  her." 

Setting  aside  some  time  every  week  to  talk  with  your  children  and  tell  them 
you  love  them  is  probably  one  of  the  best  suicide  prevention  tactics, 

Kusugak  said. 

"Too  many  people  would  rather  water  their  flowers,  to  make  sure  they  grow 
up  properly,  rather  than  watering  their  children,  so  to  speak,"  he  said. 

It's  "a  little  corny"  at  first,  Kusugak  said,  but  if  people  stick  with  it, 
it  becomes  a natural  part  of  family  life. 

You  haven't  failed 

Nunavut  Implementation  Commission  chief  commissioner  John  Amagoalik  ended 
the  discussion  with  a message  of  hope. 

Although  the  problem  of  suicide  is  complex  and  often  overwhelming, 

Nunavut's  leaders  shouldn't  feel  as  if  they're  not  doing  enough  to  fight 
the  problem. 

"The  reasons  [for  suicide]  are  many.  The  reasons  are  big  enough  to  fill 
this  room,"  Amagoalik  said. 

"Why  are  we  trying  to  create  Nunavut?  It's  to  improve  the  lives  of  our 
people  and  their  children.  It's  to  give  them  back  the  control  they  have 
lost,"  he  added.  "Don't  feel  as  if  you  have  failed." 


Editorial:  The  Royal  lelly 

It's  much  easier  to  describe  what  leadership  isn't  than  to  nail  down 
exactly  what  it  is. 

But  two  dozen  elected  and  unelected  leaders  gathered  at  Iqaluit's  Parish 
Hall  on  Saturday  and  proved  they  have  "the  right  stuff"  to  lead  people  into 
Nunavut  and  beyond. 

The  skilful  way  they  handled  a sensitive  debate  on  the  make-up  of  Nunavut's 
future  legislative  assembly  was  a masterful  display  of  how  consensus 
government  can  work. 

People  with  differing  views  on  an  emotional  topic  were  able  to  bounce  their 
ideas  around  and  respectfully  learn  from  one  another  without  unnecessary 
grandstanding  or  posturing. 

Let's  hope  the  five  Nunavut  MLAs  at  the  meeting  took  some  notes  they  can 
bring  back  to  Yellowknife  to  show  their  colleagues. 

The  best  performance  came  from  the  chairman  of  the  meeting,  NIC  chief 
commissioner  lohn  Amagoalik.  He  showed  he  has  no  shortage  of  the  "Royal 
lelly"  --  that  elusive  and  magical  substance  that  separates  generals  from 
foot  soldiers  and  prime  ministers  from  press  secretaries. 

At  the  urging  of  NTI  president  lose  Kusugak  and  Deputy  Premier  Goo 
Arlooktoo,  Amagoalik  put  aside  his  chairmanship  and  spoke  with  passion 
about  why  he  supports  his  commission's  proposal  to  guarantee  an  equal 
number  of  seats  for  men  and  women  in  Nunavut's  legislative  assembly. 

Amagoalik  spoke  frankly  and  clearly  about  the  need  for  a reconciliation 
between  men  and  women.  He  said  Inuit  society  began  to  go  astray  when  people 
stopped  assigning  equal  value  and  respect  to  work  done  by  men  and  women. 

Amagoalik  also  said  the  gender  parity  plan  isn't  only  about  the  role  of  men 
and  women  in  politics,  but  it's  about  restoring  the  importance  of  the 
family  unit. 

In  politics,  timing  is  everything,  and  Amagoalik  had  only  a few  brief 
moments  to  help  turn  the  tide  in  favor  of  the  proposal.  He  did. 

But  the  critics  of  the  proposal  did  just  as  well  expressing  their  views  on 
why  Nunavut's  assembly  shouldn't  have  a guaranteed  equal  number  of  seats 
for  men  or  women. 

To  her  credit,  Aivilik  MLA  Manitok  Thompson  tackled  the  thorny  issue  of 
whether  women  will  get  elected  because  they  are  women  --  or  if  they  will 
get  elected  because  they  are  the  best  people  for  the  job. 

She  also  used  specific  examples  to  show  there  are  so  many  barriers  keeping 
women  from  entering  politics  that  many  aren't  yet  ready  to  take  up  the 
challenge. 

For  his  part,  NTI  president  lose  Kusugak  did  an  admirable  job  lobbying  for 
gender  parity  and  in  summarizing  the  idea  that  there  is  nothing  to  be 


gained  by  delaying  a decision  on  that  issue. 

In  a more  adversarial  political  setting,  changing  your  opinion  on  a key 
issue  can  be  a career-ending  move. 

Usually,  if  a leader  of  a federal  or  provincial  political  party  changes  his 
or  her  opinion  on  a key  issue,  critics  call  it  waffling  and  indecisive. 

But  perhaps  one  of  the  true  tests  of  leadership  is  being  able  to  let  go  of 
an  idea  you  no  longer  believe  in,  once  you  recognize  that  a better  one  has 
come  along. 

Goo  Arlooktoo,  the  NWT's  deputy  premier,  said  on  Saturday  that  he  needed 
more  time  to  consider  the  proposal.  On  Sunday,  he  said  he  had  done  some 
more  thinking  and  had  talked  with  some  of  his  constituents,  who  had  been 
listening  to  part  of  Saturday's  debate  on  CBC  radio.  Overnight,  Arlooktoo 
went  from  fence-sitter  to  solid  supporter. 

Iqaluit  MLA  Ed  Picco  spoke  out  against  the  proposal  on  Saturday,  but  says 
that  on  Sunday  he  voted  for  it. 

Over  the  weekend  Nunavut's  leaders  hashed  out  their  differences,  reasoned 
their  arguments  out  publicly,  invited  others  to  react  to  their  viewpoints, 
and  sought  the  opinions  of  others. 

There  were  only  a few  of  the  mean-spirited  put-downs  and  pretentious 
rhetorical  flourishes  we're  used  to  seeing  in  the  NWT  legislative  assembly. 

If  this  is  how  contentious  issues  will  be  dealt  with  in  Nunavut's  assembly, 
the  people  of  Nunavut  can  look  forward  to  an  excellent  government. 

The  biggest  leadership  test  faced  by  Nunavut's  leaders,  however,  is  if  they 
can  do  as  good  a job  convincing  the  people  of  Nunavut  as  they  did 
convincing  each  other.  TP 

- "RE:  Oro  Nevada  Begins  Drilling"  

Date:  Thu,  21  Nov  1996  17:06:40  PST 

From:  scottrobertladd@juno.com  (Scott  Robert  Ladd) 

Sub j : Western  Shoshone  Alert:  Oro  Nevada  Begins  Drilling  near  Dann  Ranch 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

21-Nov-96,  16:50  MST 

The  following  information  is  preliminary. 

I just  spoke  with  the  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project.  Oro  Nevada, 
a Canadian  Gold  Mining  company,  has  begun  test  drilling  near  Dewey 
Dann  Creek  above  the  family  ranch  of  Carrie  and  Mary  Dann.  A mobile 
drilling  rig  began  work  a few  days  ago.  The  creek  is  the  primary 
source  of  water  for  the  Dann  ranch,  and  drilling  activities  pose  a 
serious  threat.  Oro  has  also  formulated  plans  to  drill  near  a 
sacred  hot  spring  in  the  area. 

The  drilling  rig  arrived  without  any  notification  from  Oro  Nevada  or 
the  Bureau  of  Land  management,  in  spite  of  assurances  from  the  company 
and  the  government  that  drilling  would  only  take  place  after  the 
Shoshone  were  notified. 

Two  days  ago,  the  Defense  Project's  base  camp  was  visited  by  three 
police  agents  of  the  federal  Bureau  of  Land  Management.  One  was  in 
uniform;  the  others  were  plain  clothes.  The  federal  officers  expressed 
concern  for  the  safety  of  the  drilling  rig  and  Oro  Nevada  personnel. 

Defense  Project  personnel  reiterated  their  adherence  to  peaceful 
resistance,  as  directed  by  the  Western  Shoshone. 

I will  be  learning  more  in  the  next  few  days,  and  will  post  a more 
detailed  article  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Defense  Project  is  in  desperate  need  of  funds!  They  cannot  afford 
to  send  out  a newsletter  alert  about  this  situation;  their  resources 
are  very  limited.  Please  contact  them  if  you  can  help. 

Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project 

P.  0.  Box  211106 

Crescent  Valley,  NV  89821 


702/468-0230  voice 


702/468-0237  fax 
Scott  Robert  Ladd 

ScottRobertLadd@juno.com  957  Empire  Street 
voice:  +1  970  387  0271  P.O.  Box  617 

fax:  +1  970  387  0277  Silverton,  CO  81433  USA 

"RE:  South  Dakota  Prohibition"  

Date:  Mon,  2 Dec  1996  17:23:00  -0500 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net  (Ishgooda) 

Sub j : URGENT:  South  Dakota  prohibition  against  Native  ceremonies 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  following  information  comes  from  Doe  Chases  Horses  who  plans  if 
possible  to  attend  tomorrow's  meeting.  This  will  be  the  first  time  the 
state  of  S.  Dakota  has  taken  the  issue  of  sacred  lands  to  a public  forum. 

A portion  of  the  land  in  the  Black  Hills  under  discussion  was  used  this 
past  Spring  for  a ceremony  in  which  over  700  of  our  young  people  were  in 
attendance.  This  ceremony  has  grown  each  year  and  is  jeopardized. 

A few  months  ago.  President  Clinton  issued  an  executive  order  supporting 
the  right  to  free  worship  of  the  people  in  traditional  sacred  lands.  A 
local  judge  in  SD  has  chosen  to  ignore  this  executive  order  and  prohibit 
the  use  of  the  Black  Hills  for  gathering  of  over  40  people. 

Tomorrow's  meeting  is  sponsored  by  two  legislators  the  representative  from 
the  Rosebud  Reservation  and  Rep.  Volsky. 

Arvol  Looking  Horse  and  other  tribal  leaders  plan  to  attend  the  meeting 
which  begins  at  10PM  in  Pierre,  SD" 

....clipped  for  brevity 


the  letter  continues.... 

The  United  Native  American  Television  Broadcasting  Council  strongly 
condemns  the  actions  of  the  South  Dakota  justice  who  has  chosen  to 
disregard  Mr.  Clinton's  Executive  Order,  and  any  such  decisions  which 
violate  the  God-given  religious  freedoms  of  all  Indigenous  Peoples.  We  feel 
that  in  this  case  presides  an  immoral  prejudice  against  our  people  and  our 
religious  rights.  This  ruling  is  not  only  against  the  laws  of  the  creator 
but  is  a violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

We  stand  with  our  Lakota,  Dakota,  and  Nakota  people,  and  all  our  Native 
American  brothers  and  sisters  on  this  and  any  such  assaults  on  Native 
Americans'  right  to  worship,  and,  we  call  for  an  immediate  overturning  of 
this  and  any  subsequent  regulations,  restrictions,  and  interference  with 
our  right  to  worship. 

Voting  to  issue  and  pass  this  motion: 

6 for 
0 against 
4 not  available 

This  motion  is  hereby  passed  and  entered  into  record  as  such. 

signed Doe  Campagna 

volunteer  recording  secretary/internet 

- — "RE:  Internet  Reports  Spread"  

Date:  Tue,  3 Dec  1996  20:11:38  -0500 
From:  aconcert@carroll.com  (Doe  Campagna) 

Sub j : URGENT:  South  Dakota  prohibition  against  Native  ceremonies 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


[ Linda  D.  Lemonde  ("ishgooda@tdi.net"),  who  posted  the  original  alert 


has  submitted  an  article  which  I have  chosen  not  to  relay,  because 
it  contains  only  a copy  of  the  following  article  plus  a statement 
concerning  the  person  posting  this  article,  which  I have  asked  her  to 
document  and  re-submit.  NativeNet  takes  no  position  on  the  veracity 
of  the  claims  of  either  side  in  this  dispute,  not  being  in  a position 
to  check  the  accuracy  of  any  of  the  stories.  However,  if  information 
from  an  independently  credible  source  is  received,  it  will  be  passed 
on.  --Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us)  ] 


Dec.  3,  1996 

Internet  Reports  Spread  Worldwide  Inaccuracies 
South  Dakota  State  Electronic  Mail  Services  Shut  Down 

An  internet  message  which  has  claimed  that  a judge  in  a South  Dakota  lower 
court  issued  a ruling  that  no  more  than  40  Native  Americans  may  practice 
their  religion  on  public  lands  has  turned  out  to  be  false,  according  to  a 
reporter  from  the  largest  Native  American  owned  and  operated  newspaper.  The 
internet  message  which  reported  that  the  Lakota  Nations  spiritual  leader 
was  to  attend  the  Dec.  3,  meeting  in  Pierre,  South  Dakota  was  confirmed 
false  by  the  newspaper  reporter  who  has  verified  that  not  only  the 
spiritual  leader  was  in  another  part  of  the  country  and  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  meeting,  but  that  several  inaccuracies  have  caused  worldwide 
pandemonium  in  a flurry  of  support  for  the  Native  American  people  via 
internet  messages  from  the  news  media,  organizations,  and  individuals 
demanding  justice  for  Native  Americans  regarding  the  issue. 

The  meeting  said  to  be  a public  hearing  regarding  claims  that  a judge  in 
South  Dakota  overturned  a Presidential  Executive  order  issued  by  President 
Clinton  supporting  religious  freedom  was  actually  in  fact  a meeting 
sponsored  by  Paul  Valandra  and  Representative  Volensky  for  *economic 
development*  A proffer  who  wrote  a book  about  economic  development  called 
the  meeting. 

A source  close  to  the  investigation,  a trained  journalist,  suggests  that  no 
such  ruling  was  ever  made  in  a South  Dakota  Court  of  Law.  The  fact  that 
there  are  ongoing  cases  regarding  religious  freedoms  and  any  connections 
with  today's  meeting  on  economic  development  have  been  negated. 

Any  court  case  or  ruling  similar  to  what  is  being  claimed  was  a federal 
case  which  was  immediately  overturned  in  the  1970 's. 

The  only  discussions  that  are  on-going,  are  negotiations  with  the  US  Dept, 
of  Fish  and  Game  to  give  control  over  to  Native  American  elders  who  would 
determine  who  would  have  the  right  to  authorize  and  practise  ceremonies  on 
public  land  in  South  Dakota,  ie:  keeping  new  agers  and  non-Indians  from 
using/abusing  these  lands  for  their  own  ceremonies. 

According  to  South  Dakota  Governor  lanklow,  there  were,  are,  nor  will  be 
any  such  actions  or  meetings  to  curtail  Native  American  religious 
practises,  and  that  he  has  proposed  to  turn  Bear  Butte  over  to  Native 
Americans  for  religious  use.  He  was  quoted  today  as  saying  "there  should  be 
special  place  in  hell  in  hell  for  people  who  live  off  the  tears  of  others" 
siting  todays  barrage  of  internet  mis-information . 

While  claims  of  verification  of  the  alledged  ruling  have  been  spread  via 
the  internet,  no  corroborated  evidence  such  as  paperwork,  or  contacts  to 
persons  initializing  said  claims  could  be  attained  or  verified.  The 
internet  messages  originated  from  an  individual  who  jointly  runs  a Native 
American  listserve  in  contact  with  an  elder  of  which  the  spelling  of  the 
elder's  name  did  not  correspond  to  that  of  any  Native  Americans  of  the 
region  and  tribal  affiliation.  The  email  message  was  distributed  to  at 
least  six  Native  American  listservers,  some  which  only  allow  verified 
information,  or  known  to  screen  internet  posts  for  accuracy. 

At  the  time  the  post  was  read  over  the  telephone  on  a six-way  conference 
call  by  a volunteer  for  Native  American  elders  from  South  Dakota  it  seemed 
legitimate  given  the  circumstances  and  the  usual  reliability  of  the 
electronic  points  of  origin.  The  post  was  read  from  the  computer  screen  to 
the  Lakota,  and  Dakota  Native  American  elders  who  trusted  the  reliability 
of  the  volunteer  that  the  internet,  or  at  least  this  post  in  its  content 


was  fact.  An  elder  was  then  delegated  by  of  the  group  known  as  the  United 
Native  American  Television  Broadcasting  Council  (UNATBC)  to  travel  to 
Pierre  to  attend  the  meeting  and  investigate.  During  this  call  the  group  of 
Native  American  people  formed  a consensus  to  issue  a response  via  the 
internet  and  a fax  condemning  the  actions  of  the  South  Dakota  Court.  By  the 
next  morning  the  original  post  had  spread  to  encompass  the  world  and  wake  up 
Native  American  supporters  to  action  which  have  overwhelmed  the  emailboxes 
of  nearly  all  South  Dakota's  state  agencies  as  well  as  colleges  from  around 
the  country.  Native  American  organizations,  and  have  since  encompassed  the 
globe.  Although  the  volunteer  for  the  United  Native  American  Television 
Broadcasting  Council  recalled  the  post  he  sent  out  around  11:00  pm  e.s.t. 
on  Dec.  2nd  (the  night  before)  it  is  not  known  that  this  post  inflamed  the 
situation.  It  is  the  estimation  of  the  UNATBC  volunteer,  Doe  Campagna,  that 
because  the  post  he  sent  out  had  correct  names  of  Native  American  people 
supported  by  addresses  and  phone  numbers  for  their  offices,  that  this  post 
along  with  the  initial  post  sent  by  the  point  of  origin  and  which  used  the 
widely  recognized  name  of  the  La 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minn-Ind,  NativeWeb,  Innu-L  & NATIVE-L 
list servers;  Newsgroups : alt . native , soc . culture. native , igc . indig. education; 
Friends  of  Wisdom;  UUCP  & genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  includej  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Their  only  troubles  arise  from  the  attempts  of  white  men  to  encroach 
upon  the  reservations.  I verily  believe  that  were  the  snow-crowned 
summits  of  Mount  Ranier  set  apart  as  an  Indian  reservationj  white  men 
would  immediately  commence  jumping  them." 

Colonel  RosSj  Supervisor  of  Washington  (state)  Agencies 

"We  have  never  made  any  trade.  The  Earth  is  part  of  my  bodyj  and  I 
never  gave  up  the  Earth.  So  long  as  the  Earth  keeps  me  I want  to  be 
left  alone" 

Toohulhulsotej  Nee-mee-poo 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

t I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  | 

| of  the  Republic  j 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
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[ Choctaw  Confederacies, 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United 
[ States  Constitution, 

[ so  that  my  forefathers 

S shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ 


plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

A battle  that  will  eventually  impact  all  Native  Americans  is  being  waged 
in  congress.  I'm  not  speaking  of  the  ICWA.  Even  the  outcome  of  that  issue 
will  be  touched  by  this. 

Senator  McCain  will  be  vacating  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs.  Senator  McCain's  absence  will  be  felt.  Next  in  line  to 
replace  Senator  McCain  is  Slade  Gorton,  a man  who  clearly  is  not  a friend 
of  those  in  Indian  Country.  Gorton  chairing  this  committee  would  be  as 
close  to  the  fox  guarding  the  hen  house  as  any  scenario  you  could  imagine. 
He  has  demonstrated  through  his  actions  and  comments  regarding  the  Indian 
Child  Welfare  Act  and  Tribal  Sovereignty  that  he  would  be  a dangerous  foe 
to  be  placed  in  this  seat  of  authority. 

In  a power  move  Tuesday  Republican  Senators  voted  to  disallow  any  Senator 
to  chair  more  than  one  committee,  with  the  exception  of  the  big  money  ones. 
This  guaranteed  McCain's  departure.  It  may,  ironically,  force  Gorton  to 
choose  another  committee  rather  than  Indian  Affairs.  Let  us  pray  this  is 
the  case,  because  next  in  line  to  assume  this  chair  is  Ben  Nighthorse 
Campbell . 

The  final  selection  will  not  occur  until  after  the  Christmas/year  end 
hiatus . 


Quoting  Senator  Daniel  Inouye,  Democrat-Hawan  and  vice  chair  of  the 
Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee,  "The  political  seas  for  the  next  two 
years  will  not  be  calm.  It  would  be  wise  to  anticipate  challenges. 
Challenges  that  will  have  a profound  impact  on  your  future  and  challenges 
that  may  set  you  back  and  take  away  some  of  the  gains  you  have  fought  for, 
for  many  decades." 

Along  with  your  other  holiday  plans  include  writing  a note  to  your  own 
senators  asking  them  to  lobby  for  Senator  Campbell  as  Chairman  of  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  and  asking  them  to  lobby  President  Clinton  for 
executive  clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30006, 

===w=w=== 
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"RE : How  Dare  You"  

Date:  Sat,  7 Dec  1996  19:14:45  -0500 
From:  AIMAZ@aol.com 
Sub j : Re:  URGENT! ! ! 

UUCP  email 

FOR  DISTRIBUTION*************************************************** 

To  whom  it  may  concern. 

How  dare  you? 

If  ignorance  is  bliss  then  the  lawmakers  of  South  Dakota  must  be  ecstatic. 

If  I remember  my  phrasing  correctly;  I believe  most  ot  the  treaties 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Indian  Nations  ended  with  the  phrase  as 
long  as  the  grass  grows  and  the  water  flows. 

These  were  all  ignored  by  national  as  well  as  state  legislators  who  took 
it  upon  themselves  to  change,  modify  or  delete  portions  of,  or  the  entire 
treaty  in  order  to  line  their  pockets. 

Now,  the  lawmakers  of  South  Dakota  have  taken  it  upon  themselves  to 
ignore  an  Executive  Order  from  the  President  of  these  United  States 
guaranteeing  free  rights  of  the  indigenous  peoples  of  this  land  to  worship 
at  their  traditional  sacred  sites.  It  is  NOT  the  fault  of  these  people 
that  these  sacred  sites  now  fall  primarily  on  state  or  federal  land. 

What's  the  matter  ladies  and  gentlemen?  Are  you  afraid  that  if  more 
than  40  Indians  come  together  there  will  be  an  uprising?  I assure  you 
that  if  this  is  enforced  there  will  be  an  uprising.  A legal  uprising.  An 
uprising  in  the  courts  of  this  land  to  the  tune  of  a lawsuit  filed  by  the 
Indigenous  people  of  the  Americas  against  the  South  Dakota  lawmakers  who 
are  breaking  the  law  of  this  country.  Breaking  an  Executive  Order  as  well 
as  the  Freedom  of  Religion  Act. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I encourage  you  to  think  long  and  hard  before 
attempting  to  enforce  this  regulation.  I encourage  you  to  look  into  your 
own  spiritual  upbringing  and  ask  yourselves  what  your  response  would  be  to 
the  government  of  any  state  to  proclaim  that  any  gathering  of  Catholics, 
Protestants,  Dews,  Buddhists,  Mormons  or  whatever  other  religious 
organization  over  40  persons  strong  would  be  banned. 

Think  South  Dakota.  Think  long  and  hard  and  make  the  right  decision. 

For  if  you  do  not;  we  will  see  you  in  court. 

Sincerely, 

Vernon  Foster  - Executive  Director 
American  Indian  Movement 
Arizona  Chapter 

"RE;  SD  Petition  Site"  

Date:  Fri,  06  Dec  1996  09:20:51  -0500 
From:  "Dordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@sover . net> 

Sub j : SD  petition  site... 

UUCP  email 

The  South  Dakota  site  <http://www.dickshovel.com/sd.html>  has  just 
been  updated  with  the  following  information.  I do  believe  this  data  speaks 
for  itself: 


Governor  Danklow  Notes 

"By  1973,  with  Danklow  as  Attorney  General  and  Dickie  Wilson  as  tribal 
chairman  on  Pine  Ridge  (see  <http://www.dickshovel.com/Aim.Pine.html>), 
violence  against  Indians  escalated,  and  traditional  Indians  became  the 
primary  targets  of  harassment.  When  South  Dakota  Criminal  Dustice 
Commissioner  Donald  Holdman  resigned  in  1977,  he  stated  in  a letter  to 
Governor  Richard  Kneip  that  one  reason  was  the  uncontrolled  practice  of 
discrimination  against  Indian  people.  He  said:  'I  have  become  increasingly 
aware  of  the  fact  that  Native  Indians  who  hold  traditional  views  and  are 
political  activists  are  singled  out  for  special  attention  by  the  criminal 
justice  system  in  South  Dakota.  Members  of  the  American  Indian  Movement,  in 
particular,  are  singled  out  for  harassment.  Every  law  enforcement  agency  in 
the  state,  including  the  highway  patrol,  BIA  police,  FBI,  DCI  (Division  of 
Criminal  Investigation),  and  seemingly  all  local  police  authorities 
apparently  agree  on  one  thing,  that  the  American  Indian  Movement  is 
innately  evil,  and  that  they  should  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
suppress  the  Native  peoples  who  adhere  to  the  goals  of  that  organization.'" 
Blood  of  the  Land  - The  Government  And  Corporate  War  Against  First  Nations, 
pg  67,  ISBN  0-86571-241-7 

" State  Attorney  General  William  Danklow  was  prosecuting  the  Custer  riot 
cases,  Danklow  had  previously  represented  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Council. 
Two  of  his  aides,  Dohn  Fitzgerald  and  Bill  Mathieson,  had  previously  worked 
with  Wounded  Knee  legal  team  and  had  been  intimately  involved  with  defense 
strategy.  During  the  trial  Danklow  had  carried  a pistol  while  traveling 
through  Sioux  Falls.  He  had  told  legal  aide  Dohn  Gridley  III  that  'the  way 
to  deal  with  the  American  Indian  Movement  is  to  put  a gun  to  put  a bullet 
in  the  AIM  leaders'  head,'  in  reference  to  Dennis  Banks.  He  later 
confirmed  this  statement  on  television  when  asked  by  an  interviewer  if  he 
had  made  the  statement.  He  answered  that,  yes,  he  hadj  and  he  added  'I 
never  met  anybody  with  a bullet  in  their  head  that  bothered  anybody. ' 

"By  October  1974,  Danklow  was  running  for  South  Dakota  Attorney  General 
against  incumbent  Kermit  Shande.  Danklow  campaigned  primarily  as  an 
enforcer  of  'law  and  order'  in  the  face  of  'AIM  lawlessness,'  gaining 
political  points  with  the  conservative  electorate  stirred  and  frightened  by 
the  Wounded  Knee  publicity,  Danklow,  however,  had  a few  skeletons  in  his 
closet  which  Sande  attempted  to  draw  into  the  open.  In  1955,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  Danklow  had  been  convicted  of  an  assault  on  a seventeen-year-old 
girl  in  Moody  County,  South  Dakota.  Although  the  juvenile  was  confidential, 
it  was  suspected  and  rumored  that  the  charge  had  been  rape.  When  Sande 
publicized  the  criminal  record,  Danklow  countered  by  charging  him  with 
illegally  revealing  the  juvenile  record.  He  admitted  to  the  media  that  he 
had  been  charged  with  assault,  but  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  concerning  the 
rape  allegation  he  said  'No,  it  didn't  go  that  far,  but  it  was  preliminary 
to  that  type  of  thing.  ' 

"Then,  on  October  16,  Dennis  Banks  exposed  a second  rape  charge  against 
Danklow.  In  1966  Danklow,  working  for  the  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity  on 
the  Rosebud  reservation,  had  been  accused  of  rape  by  fifteen-year-old 
Dancita  Eagle  Deer,  the  Danklow  family  baby  sitter.  The  young  girl  alleged 
that  Danklow  had  raped  her  at  gunpoint  while  giving  her  a ride  home. 

Medical  records  at  the  Rosebud  Public  Health  Service  contained  evidence  of 
the  attack  and  quoted  her  as  having  identified  Danklow  as  her  assailant. 

The  rape  was  reported  to  the  BIA,  but  with  Danklow  himself  acting  as  head 
of  the  legal  services  program,  no  charges  were  brought  against  him.  The  FBI 
was  also  notified,  but  failed  to  bring  charges  against  Danklow. 

"[Rosebud  Tribal  Court  Chief  Dustice  Mario  Gonzalez  stated]  ...the 
evidence  indicates  that  an  obstruction  of  justice  followed  the  rape.  When  a 
complaint  was  being  made  to  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  Special  Officer, 
Danklow  was  there.  The  Tribal  Court  ordered  'a  warrant  to  apprehend  and 
arrest  Mr.  Danklow... at  any  time  that  he  may  be  found  on  the  Rosebud 
reservation.'  The  court  order  was  signed  two  days  before  the  November  2 
election.  Danklow  claimed  that  the  whole  thing  was  an  AIM  'smear  campaign' 
and  'gutter  attacks.'  Five  months  later  Dancita  Eagle  Deer  was  discovered 
dead  on  a Nebraska  highway  near  the  reservation.  The  police  report  stated 
that  the  cause  of  death  was  'hit  and  run,'  although  some  of  the  wounds  on 


hen  body  were  determined  to  have  been  caused  before  she  was  hit  by  the 
car . ' " 

Blood  of  the  Land  - The  Government  And  Corporate  War  Against  First  Nations, 
pg  124-126,  ISBN  0-86571-241-7 

Ayatohihi . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  Of  Consequence 
chttp : //www.dickshovel . com> 

PGP  public  key  available  upon  request... 

"RE : lanklow  and  Welfare  Reform"  

Date:  Mon,  09  Dec  1996  22:00:25  -0700 
From:  Paul  Robertson  <probert@rapidnet . com> 

Sub j : lanklow  and  "welfare  reform" 

UUCP  email 

You  cite  lanklow  as  saying  he  is  forming  committees  of  native  people  to 
address  welfare  reform  issues  - SD  submitted  its  temporary  welfare 
reform  plan  to  HHS  on  October  1,  1996.  Even  though  more  than  60%  (62.9% 
as  of  1995)  of  AFDC  recipients  in  SD  were  Indian  people,  lanklow  and  his 
staff  did  not  even  see  fit  to  consult  with  any  tribes  before  submitting 
the  temporary  welfare  reform  plan.  The  governor  plans  to  meet  with 
tribal  officials  re.  welfare  reform  and  the  state's  final  plan  on 
December  19  in  Pierre  - though  he  has  stated  that  he  himself  will  not  be 
able  to  attend  the  meeting.  Fie  has  not  shown  any  good  faith  at  all  to 
date  in  including  tribal  people  in  planning  for  welfare  reform.  Much 
pressure  is  needed  if  SD's  plan  is  going  to  serve  the  interests  of 
native  people  in  SD. 

In  addition,  requests  to  lanklow' s staff  to  get  copy  of  their  working 
draft  for  the  SD  TANF  have  been  refused  (request  made  by  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal 
consultant  working  on  the  issue).  Bits  and  pieces  come  out  suggesting  SD 
plan  will  be  more  repressive  than  necessary.  SD  plans  to  take  its  final 
TANF  draft  to  SD  legislature  in  lanuary.  Tribal  input  sorely  needed. 

Here  on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  several  dozen  recipients  have  already 
been  cut  off  benefits  under  the  SD's  1115  Waiver,  which  went  into  effect 
lune,  1994.  The  waiver  gave  two  years  to  recipients  to  find  work.  No 
work,  no  $.  Unemployment  on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  hovers  around  80%. 

SD  DSS  memo  to  Economic  Assistance  Staff,  dated  November  18,  1996,  from 
lulie  Osnes,  and  approved  by  Mike  Vogel,  Division  Director  of  DSS, 
states  "Effective  with  the  receipt  of  this  memorandum,  there  will  be  no 
new  approved  training  for  college  students  until  further  notice. 

Welfare  reform  legislation  significantly  reduces  emphasis  on  higher 
education.  Therefore,  until  welfare  reform  planning  has  been  completed 
for  South  Dakota,  it  seems  prudent  to  begin  shifting  away  from  approved 
higher  education  plans.  Only  vocational  training  that  can  be  completed 
in  less  than  12  months  can  be  approved  at  this  time.  Recipients  should 
be  directed  to  seek  employment  or  short  term  skills  training  if  needed. 

For  those  participants  that  are  already  in  approved  training,  the 
training  will  continue  for  the  time  being." 

"RE;  Bear  Butte"  

Date:  Fri,  06  Dec  1996  12:14:50  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : Bear  Butte 

UUCP  email 

Khwe, 

Thank  you  from  my  heart  for  this  message  below!!  I salute  you  for  these 
words  and  the  Creator  who  has  allowed  us  to  live  at  this  time.  I was  at  the 
Sunrise  ceremony  on  Maniwake  this  past  summer  when  the  Prophecy  belt  was 
brought  out ! ! AHO! ! 

I would  like  to  send  these  words  to  others  who  have  participated  in  this 


campaign.  May  I have  permission  to  do  so?? 
Skenn'on  shon'on, 

Ish 


I have  been  able  to  contact  Grand  Father  William  Commanda  and  got  his 
permission  to  go  ahead  and  publish  his  message. 

At  09:13  AM  12/4/96  -0500,  you  wrote: 

On  behalf  of  William  Commanda  Spiritual  leader  and  Elder  of  the  Algonquin 
Nation . 

The  people  of  the  first  Nations  welcomed  the  white  race  to  their  country 
four  hundred  years  ago.  They  helped  them  get  settled  and  begin  a new  life 
on  these  shores.  The  white  man  was  treated  with  respect  and  given  access 
to  the  resources  of  this  land  trough  treaties  and  other  arrangements . 

Trough  out  this  time,  treaties  were  broken,  changed  or  ignored.  Several 
Native  people  suffered  and  died  at  the  hands  of  our  white  brothers. 

We  believe  that  all  this  can  stop  and  that  harmonious  relations  between  us 
can  and  should  happen.  We  are  all  children  of  the  same  creator.  Those  of  us 
that  had  Near  Death  Experiences  and  met  with  the  being  of  light  know  this 
to  be  an  absolute  truth. 

The  people  of  the  Algonquin  Nation  ask  the  governor  of  South  Dakota,  Bill 
Danklow  to  remember  that  he  and  his  fellow  politicians  have  a duty  to  the 
same  Creator  to  treat  his  children  with  an  equal  amount  of  respect.  We 
belong  to  the  land  our  Mother  is  the  earth.  Please  let  the  children  of  God 
pray  in  their  own  way,  in  their  own  time  at  their  own  place  of  worship. 

I live  to  make  the  world  a better  place  to  live. 

It  starts  when  I make  myself  a better  person. 

It  spreads  trough  example. 

It  moves  me  to  tears  when  someone  finds  the  courage  to  do  the  same. 

— "RE:  Is  Silence  Golden?"  

Date:  Wed,  4 Dec  1996  08:28:51  -0800  (PST) 

From:  swillett@ro.com 
Sub j : Is  silence  Golden? 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

FOR  MEDIA  DISTRIBUTION: 

State  of  South  Dakota  Attempts  Silencing  of  Internet  Petitioners 
by  D.  Peiffer  Willett 

In  an  unprecedented  move,  the  State  of  South  Dakota  has  blocked  the 
personal  Internet  E-Mail  address  of  a Native  American  activist  to  avoid 
a flood  of  petition  signatures  in  opposition  of  the  state's  effort  to 
limit  Native  American  access  to  Sacred  sites  and  prohibit  numbers  (in 
excess  of  40)  of  Native  Americans  from  congregating. 

The  petitions  were  in  response  to  an  Internet  Alert  that  indicated  a 
meeting  would  take  place  today  December  3,  in  Pierre  South  Dakota  to 
include  both  Representative  Volski  and  the  Representative  from  Pine 
Ridge,  as  well  as  Arvol  Looking  Florse,  Doe  Chases  Horses  and  other 
Native  Leaders.  The  indicated  intent  of  the  hearing  was  the  review  of 
an  earlier  court  order  that  overturned,  at  a state  level.  President 
Clinton's  1996  Executive  Order  regarding  Freedom  of  Religion.  States 
are  not  bound  to  adhere  to  an  executive  order. 

Questions  arise  with  the  action  of  the  State  blocking  E-Mail  petitions. 

Are  Internet  petitioners  availed  "equal  access"  to  state  designated 
representatives?  Is  E-Mail  to  be  considered  less  credible,  or  a hoax, 
even  deemed  harassment  by  officials,  though  verification  of  signatories 
is  available?  Are  Internet  petitioners  than  afforded  less  than  those 
who  sign  hard-copy  petitions?  E-Mail  is  both  economically  advantageous 
to  many  and  a much  faster  means  of  having  public  opinion  available  in  a 
timely  fashion.  Is  the  action  of  South  Dakota's  not  an  effort  to 
curtail  the  constitutional  rights  of  not  only  constituents,  but  those 
most  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  legislative  and  judicial  whims,  the 
Native  American  populace? 


If  the  South  Dakota  legislature  is  allowed  to  restrict  access  to  sites 
such  as  Bear  Butte  the  impact  will  far  exceed  the  concerns  of  only 
residents  of  that  state.  Native  American  religious  practices  are  not 
bound  by  Federal  or  State  defined  political  boundaries.  So  then,  is  it 
not  feasible  to  not  only  allow  but  expect  an  outcry  from  more  than 
within  the  State? 

The  offenders  Internet  Service  Provider  was  contacted  by  South  Dakota 
State  officials  and  asked  to  curtail  the  senders  activity.  When  the 
Service  Provider  refused  to  interfere  with  the  personal  and  private 
activity  of  a customer  and  supported  their  right  to  freedom  of 
expression. . .other  means  were  taken  to  allay  the  flood  of  messages. 

In  a six  o'clock  CST  newscast  the  South  Dakota  governor.  Bill  lanklow, 
announced  that  the  state  will  organize  committees  to  include  Native 
people  in  an  effort  to  address  welfare  reform,  preservation  of  sacred 
site  status  and  other  issues  of  import.  Perhaps  a topic  for  inclusion 
would  be  the  State's  right  to  limit  the  voice  of  those  on  the  Internet. 

"RE : No  Offense  Taken"  

Date:  Tue,  10  Dec  1996  08:38:21  -0500 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : Fwd:  Re:  No  offense  taken... 

UUCP  email 

Chief  Tom  sent  me  a post  I could  forward  his  words.  I had  been  posting  him 
re:  the  S.D.  concerns. 

I feel  his  words  are  worth  exposure. 

Firehair 


Forwarded  message: 

From:  chieftom@wco.com  (Chief  Tom  Thunderhorse) 

Date:  96-12-07  00:57:56  EST 

A-ho.  . . 

May  the  Winter  solstice  find  you  in  good  health  and  Prosperity. . . 

I am  all  to  aware  of  the  many  situations  of  our  people,  but  now  is  a 
time  where  we  must  gain  strength  for  the  things  to  come!  You  may  or  not 
may  not  be  aware,  but  there  are  great  changes  coming  to  Earth  Mother,  as 
well  as  many  political  upheavals  in  the  land.  We  who  remain  free,  must 
take  the  stance  of  Guardians  of  Earth  Mother  and  all  who  are  here, 
regardless  of  blood  or  colour.  In  the  next  seven  years,  there  will  be 
many  things  happening,  IE:  weather,  land  upheavals,  anarchy,  and 
starvation  in  our  own  land.  We  must  be  wise  to  prepare  for  these  things, 
and  to  spread  the  word  of  these  coming  events.  I realize  that  we  have 
been  pushed  to  the  limits  for  the  last  500  years,  but  now  is  a time  of 
testing  for  all,  and  our  struggles  have  prepared  us  for  the  worse 
scenarios  to  come. 

If  we  are  to  truly  be  the  guardians  of  the  land,  then  we  must  also 
follow  the  HOPI  Prophecies  and  teach  even  the  non-Native  our  ways  and 
spirituality,  or  we  will  perish  as  unworthy  stewards  of  The  Great 
Spirit . 

Now  is  the  time  to  rise  above  the  HATRED,  Shame,  Guilt,  Envy,  strife  and 
division  that  plagues  our  spirits  and  cleans  ourself  of  the  LOW  ESTEEM 
we  have  allowed  ourselves  to  live.  We  all  must  rise  to  the  excellence 
our  Creator  created  us  to  be,  and  no  longer  wallow  in  self-pity  and 
ignorance.  I am  mindful  we  are  so  deeply  rutted  in  our  political 
struggles,  that  we  have  all  but  forgotten  that  we  ARE  spiritual  people 
having  a human  experience. 

Arise  My  children,  and  walk  the  path  our  GrandFather  has  set  before  us 
with  joy  and  peace  in  our  hearts,  for  our  deliverance  is  at  hand! 

Walk  in  Beauty 
Chief  Tom  Thunderhorse 


RE:  Peltier  Update 


Date:  Thu,  5 Dec  96  14:38:11  GMT 

From:  lpdc@idin.net  (Peltier  Defense  Committee) 

Sub  j : Peltier  Update  12-5-96 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 
Peltier  Update  12-5 

Medical  Records  continue  to  be  withheld  from  Leonard  Peltier!  After  months 
of  attempting  to  secure  his  medical  records,  those  documents  remain  beyond 
the  reach  of  Leonard  and  his  legal  team.  Leonard  continues  to  suffer  pain  in 
his  jaw,  watery  eyes,  and  swelling  around  his  mouth.  VOICE  YOUR  OUTRAGE  to 
the  Bureau  of  Prisons  and  the  United  States  Justice  Department  at 
switchboard  number  202-514-2000.  Also,  call  the  White  House  Comment  Line  to 
let  them  know  that  this  kind  of  treatment  should  not  be  tolerated! 
202-456-1111  (hit  0 to  avoid  the  survey)  and 
DEMAND  EXECUTIVE  CLEMENCY  BEFORE  CHRISTMAS!!!!!! 

"RE : Forum  Demands  Justice"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Oct  1996  18:45:25  -0700 
From:  Brian  Hauk  <bghauk@infomatch . com> 

Sub j : Forum  Demands  Justice  For  Native  American 

UUCP  email 

from  the  Militant,  vol. 60/no. 13  April  1,  1996 

BY  ROXANNE  GOULD 

SIOUX  CITY,  Iowa  - "I  do  not  want  this  community  to  forget  Kimberly,  and 
I do  not  want  it  to  forget  that  prejudice  exists,"  Native  American 
activist  Ted  Means  stated. 

Means,  one  of  the  original  organizers  of  the  American  Indian  Movement 
(AIM)  and  vice  president  of  the  Oglala  Lakota  nation,  was  the  opening 
speaker  for  the  March  1 "Native  America  - Inequality  Before  the  Law"  forum 
at  Morningside  College  here. 

"Sometimes  I feel  that  not  a lot  has  changed,"  Means  said.  "Had  there 
been  the  kind  of  change  necessary,  Kimberly  Frazier  would  still  be  alive 
today. " 

Kimberly  Ann  Frazier,  a Santee  Dakota  Indian  woman,  was  shot  and  killed 
by  the  Sioux  City  police  on  March  1 a year  ago.  Although  Frazier  had  not 
committed  a crime,  she  was  gunned  down  on  the  porch  of  her  house.  The 
police  were  cleared  of  any  wrongdoing  by  the  Iowa  Division  of  Criminal 
Investigation  and  the  FBI. 

The  forum  was  held  in  memory  of  Frazier  but  other  cases  showing 
widespread  discrimination  against  Native  Americans  were  discussed.  These 
cases  included  the  murder  of  Terri  McCauley,  an  18-year-old  Omaha, 

Nebraska,  woman;  and  Michelle  Saul,  another  Santee  woman  who  was  beaten  to 
death  by  her  boyfriend.  He  dismembered  her  body  and  hid  it  in  the  woods 
near  Des  Moines. 

Means  shared  his  own  loss  with  participants.  In  1983,  his  11-year-old 
daughter,  Kimberly  Means,  was  killed  by  a drunk  driver  as  she  participated 
in  a "Run  for  freedom."  The  driver,  a non-Indian,  was  charged  only  with 
drunk  driving  and  served  15  days  in  jail. 

A panel  including  activist  Nico  Mercier  and  Robert  Baldwin,  director  of 
the  Triple  One  Parents  Union,  also  discussed  the  killing  in  Omaha  of 
Joseph  Knudson,  a 15-year-old  disabled  Indian  boy  who  was  chased  and 
gunned  down  by  a store  clerk  for  stealing  a six-pack  of  beer.  Knudson  had 
not  threatened  or  assaulted  the  store  clerk.  Baldwin  explained  that  when 
the  mayor  of  Omaha  was  asked  to  respond  to  the  killing  he  stated  "the  boy 
shouldn't  have  been  stealing." 

Other  panelists  spoke  to  the  length  of  jail  sentences  in  the  Sioux  City 
case  of  17-year-old  Carlos  Medina  who  has  now  been  imprisoned  for  nine 
months  for  refusing  to  testify  against  his  brother.  Medina  stated  that  he 
and  his  brother  were  falsely  accused  of  murder  when  in  fact  overwhelming 


evidence  points  to  a non-Indian  as  the  murderer. 

lanet  Paulsen,  a Winnebago  woman  with  three  small  children  was  sentenced 
to  10  years  in  prison  for  stealing  a $6  item  from  a Sioux  City  grocery 
store.  According  to  panelists,  lanet  has  no  prior  arrest  record. 

"There  appears  to  be  a different  standard  of  justice  for  Indian  people 
and  this  must  change,"  said  Frank  LaMere  activist  and  director  of  Nebraska 
Intertribal  Development  Corporation.  Issues  of  inequality  in  city 
employment  and  the  use  of  the  nickname  "Chiefs"  by  Morningside  College 
athletic  teams  was  also  discussed. 

The  following  day  a march  and  memorial  of  150  people  was  held  in  memory 
of  Kimberly  Frazier.  Marchers  trekked  about  a mile  and  a half  across  the 
city  holding  a demonstration  in  front  of  the  Sioux  City  police  station  and 
returning  to  the  Indian  Mission.  During  the  demonstration  Indian  songs 
were  sung. 

As  marchers  stood  in  the  below  zero  weather,  a passer-by  shouted,  "Why 
don't  you  go  home?"  Mary-Ann  Damerson,  who  stood  wrapped  in  her  Indian 
shawl  responded,  "We  are  home." 

Louisa  Frazier,  mother  of  Kimberly,  spoke.  "Today  we  remember  my 
daughter  but  we  don't  do  this  just  for  her,  we  do  this  for  all  our 
children,  so  no  one  else  will  ever  have  to  know  the  loss  I feel,"  she  said. 

The  Frazier  family  is  pursuing  legal  action  against  the  Sioux  City 
authorities  and  demonstrations  will  continue  to  fight  for  justice  in 
regard  to  Kimberly's  murder.  Anyone  interested  in  aiding  this  effort  can 
make  a donation  to  the  Smiling  Winds  Woman  Fund  and  send  it  to  Kelly  Black 
at  1306  Main  Street,  Sioux  City,  IA  51103. 

To  get  an  introductory  12-week  subscription  to  the  Militant  in  the  U.S., 
send  $10  US  to:  The  Militant,  410  West  Street,  New  York,  NY  10014. 

For  subscription  rates  to  other  countries,  send  e-mail  to 
themilitant@igc.apc.org  or  write  to  the  above  address. 

"RE : Native  American  Abuses"  


Date:  Mon,  9 Dec  1996  12:31:14  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Franklin  Wayne  Poley  <fwp@vcn . be . ca> 

Sub j : Re:  Native  American  Abuses  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Mon,  09  Dec  1996  00:37:49  -0800 
From:  nora  galenzoski  <ngalenzo@direct . ca> 

To:  FRIENDS  OF  WISDOM  <biophilos@f linet . com>,  Ftr_Cities@websightz.com 
Subject:  Re:  Native  American  Abuses 


At  12:47  PM  12/4/96  -0500,  FRIENDS  OF  WISDOM  wrote: 

>You  may  say  what  does  this  have  to  do  with  Future  Cities.  I say  a lot.  Flow 
>will  people  be  dealt  with  in  the  future  cities?  What  laws  will  govern  the 
>inter-relationships  of  the  participants?  What  standards  will  those  who  are 
>given  the  responsibility  of  power  have  and  what  will  guide  them  to  prevent 
>abuses  like  what  is  stated  below? 


I agree  that  this  is  a very  important  point.  It  is  something  I have 

tried  to  raise  on  this  list  several  times  but  without  luck,  and  I find 

that  sad. 

It  is  not  as  if  we  shouldn't  be  aware  of  these  abuses. 

At  the  present  time,  we  have  a trial  going  on  in  Surrey,  British 
Columbia.  Anyone  who  would  attend  this  trial  for  more  than  two  days  would 
be  horrified  at  what  is  going  on  - and  in  Canada,  you  say! 

This  trial  has  as  its  dependents  18  people  who  were  at  or  thought  to  be 

at  a place  called  Gustafsen  Lake  in  the  interior  of  British  Columbia  last 
year.  What  was  known  as  the  Gustafsen  Lake  Standoff  occupied  the  front 
pages  of  newspapers  all  summer  long.  Near  the  end  of  the  standoff  more 
than  400  police  officers  were  dispatched  to  the  area,  along  with  some 
military  personnel  who  were  supposed  to  be  responsible  for  moving  police 
officers  from  one  place  to  another  in  armoured  personnel  carriers. 

Well,  it  struck  me  strange  that  it  would  take  over  400  police  officers 
to  deal  with  18  natives  (we  were  told  that  they  were  all  natives  but  they 


were  not,  there  were  a few  whites  in  the  camp  as  well)  in  a camp  in  the 
middle  of  nowhere.  To  me  it  seemed  simple  enough.  Block  the  road  with  a 
few  trees,  don't  take  in  any  food  and  they  will  be  out  of  there  in  no  time 
400  police  officers  seemed  like  more  than  a little  overkill.  Little  did 
I know! 

This  trial  began  in  April  of  this  year  with  jury  selection  and  pretrial 
arguments.  Testimony  didn't  start  until  Duly  8th.  Even  though  this  story 
had  made  the  front  page  of  papers  and  the  evening  news  day  after  day  all 
last  summer,  there  wasn't  hardly  a word  mentioned  about  the  trial.  Dust 
to  give  you  a good  idea,  the  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff  was  as  big  as  the  O.D 
Simpson  trial.  Now,  not  a word. 

What  to  do?  I went  to  the  trial  to  find  out  first  hand  what  was  going 
on.  I was  surprised  at  some  things,  but  not  shocked. 

The  first  day  I attended,  an  RCMP  (Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police) 
officer  was  on  the  stand.  He  was  a member  of  one  the  the  ERT  (emergency 
response  team)  members.  The  testimony  that  he  gave  confirmed  everything 
that  the  media  had  told  us.  The  police  officers  were  faced  with  some  wild 
indians  who  were  heavily  armed  and  were  shooting  at  the  RCMP.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  this  man  believed  everything  he  said  under  oath.  Then  came 
the  first  surprise.  What  I had  not  known  was  that  the  police  had  video 
taped  the  entire  operation.  And  so,  under  cross-examination  by  the 
defense,  once  the  questions  had  been  asked  and  answered,  the  video  was  put 
on  for  all  to  see.  We  watched  footage  for  almost  2 hours  and  there  wasn't 
an  indian  in  sight.  The  entire  thing  had  been  set  up.  There  were  ERTs  on 
either  side  of  the  lake,  and  an  officer  in  a helicopter  flying  about  the 
area.  The  orders  are  coming  in  that  different  units  are  taking  gun  fire  - 
sniper  fire  - and  the  police  officers  were  under  orders  to  return  fire  or 
provide  cover  fire.  There  has  been  evidence  given  that  more  than  20,000 
rounds  of  ammunition  were  discharged.  If  it  was  not  for  the  video  there 
is  nothing  the  defense  could  do  to  get  these  natives  off,  but  those 
hundreds  of  hours  of  footage  discredit  every  prosecution  witness  that  has 
taken  the  stand,  yet  the  prosecution  continues  to  present  a case  where 
there  is  no  doubt  that  what  happened  here  was  an  unbelievable  abuse  of 
power . 

I can't  help  but  ask:  Why  is  this  being  done? 

There  are  several  options.  If  they  are  able  to  drag  this  nonsense  out 
long  enough,  perhaps  the  jury  will  just  give  up  and  go  home;  this  would 
cause  a mistrial  and  the  establishment  would  never  be  suspected  of  being 
the  law-breakers . Is  this  being  done  to  discredit  juries? 

Is  this  being  done  to  discredit  our  police  force?  Possible,  but  if  that 
is  the  purpose,  why  not  carry  this  trial  on  the  news?  Do  they  intend  to 
use  this  against  the  police  officers  in  the  future?  There  was  a time  that 
the  RCMP  were  known  and  respected  around  the  world.  There  were  several 
incidents  a number  of  years  ago  that  did  much  to  discredit  them  and 
permitted  then  Prime  Minister  Pierre  Elliot  Trudeau  to  establish  a 
national  secret  service.  What  are  they  planning  this  time? 

Was  this  an  exercise  for  the  purpose  of  testing  this  new  camera? 

Was  it  a training  exercise  for  large  numbers  of  ERTs  all  controlled  from 
a central  point.  One  thing  comes  out  loud  and  clear  at  this  trial.  None 
of  the  police  officers  or  the  army  personnel  were  in  charge  and  someone 
other  than  the  usual  chain  of  command  was  giving  orders. 

Whatever  the  reason,  they  intend  to  keep  the  public  in  the  dark  about 
what  really  happened  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  What  is  important  here  is  that 
police  officers  made  a decision,  without  any  authority  to  do  so  to  chase 
one  of  the  dependents,  who  began  running  through  the  bush  once  the 
armoured  personnel  carrier  began  chasing  him,  to  "eliminate  the  shooter". 
And  there  are  many  such  references  throughout  the  trial. 

I am  incensed  that  there  are  never  more  than  5 or  6 people  in  that 
courtroom.  There  will  be  no  justice  here  unless  somehow  we  are  able  to 
fill  that  courtroom  with  concerned  citizens.  And  surely,  we  must  consider 
these  events  and  learn  from  them  in  the  planning  for  a city  of  the  future. 
Regards, 

Nora 

The  tyranny  of  a prince  in  an  oligarchy  is  not  so  dangerous  to  the  public 
welfare  as  the  apathy  of  a citizen  in  a democracy. 


The  success  of  a nation  should  be  measured  not  by  the  number  of  its 
millionaires,  but  by  the  absence  of  poverty. 

Posted  through  the  Ftr_Cities  Mailing  List 
To  Post  a message,  mail  it  to:  Ftr_Cities@websightz.com 
For  Help  file  send  a blank  email  to:  Ftr_Cities-request@websightz . com 
To  obtain  a digest  of  Ftr_Cities  discussion  send  email  with  "subscribe"  in  the 
body  to: 

Ftr_Cities-digest-request@websightz . com 

For  mailing  lists  and  web  site  design  send  requests  to:  webmadam@websightz.com 
"RE : Canada's  Shame"  


Date:  9:31  AM  Nov  20,  1996 
Sub j : Canada's  Shame  (part  2) 

From:  jwalenci@acc.jbu.edu 

Newsgroup:  igc. indig. education 

Part  1 of  this  series  appeared  in  issue  04.048 


Dear  Mr.  Smith, 

You  have  the  Ottawa  Sun's  permission  to  include  "Canada's 
a future  issue  of  your  Internet  publication,  Wotanging  Ikchej  all 
require  is  that  you  credit  it  to  us.  Thanks. 

Yours,  Andrew  Carver 
editorial  assistant 

The  Ottawa  Sun  | "The  Little  Paper  That  Grew" 

380  Hunt  Club  Rd . , | e-mail  ottsun@ottawa.net 

Ottawa,  Ontario,  j 613-739-7000-  main  switchboard 

Canada.  K1G  5H7  j 613-739-7200-  for  home  delivery 

| 613-739-3333-  advertising 


Shame" 

we 


in 
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Canada's  Shame  By  DACKI  LEROUX 

MISHKEEGOGAMANG  RESERVE,  Ontario,  25  Oct.  1996  (Ottawa  Sun): 

25  Oct.  1996  (Ottawa  Sun):  Like  most  aboriginal  peoples  around  the  world, 
past  generations  of  Ojibwa  in  the  north  believed  they  could  maintain  that 
culture  while  living  next  to  their  invading  white  neighbors.  Thus,  in  1905 
the  governing  chief  signed  a treaty  with  the  federal  government  that 
allowed  for  a sharing  of  their  traditional  territory. 

Like  most  Native  communities,  they  were  soon  to  be  sorely  disappointed. 

In  1928,  the  federal  government  and  Ontario  Hydro  moved  in  and  announced 
they  were  building  a dam  to  produce  power.  That  meant  the  nomadic  Ojibwa  - 
- who  had  no  comprehension  of  property  ownership  or  boundaries  --  had  to 
move  from  their  isolated  traplines  throughout  the  territory  to  an  area 
called  "reserve  land."  It  became  Mishkeegogamang,  ...known  in  English  as 
Osnaburgh.  By  1934,  not  one  but  two  dams  had  been  built,  one  on  either 
side  of  the  reserve,  meaning  Mishkeegogamang  is  split  in  two.  With  the 
halting  of  free-flowing  water  --  an  essential  spiritual  aspect  of  Native 
culture  --  went  their  traditional  lifestyle.  Fish  and  wildlife  no  longer 
followed  nature's  course  but  were  directed  by  imposing  forces.  With  the 
dam... came  a flurry  of  economic  activity  by  private  enterprise,  supported 
by  government,  who  gained  from  the  bountiful  resources  of  the  land.  But 
the  prosperity  passed  by  the  people  of  Mishkeegogamang.  Instead,  their 
living  conditions  changed  swiftly  and  dramatically  --  from  the  space  and 
freedom  of  living  off  the  land  to  an  average  of  13  people  per  household. 
Rather  than  being  spread  out  over  the  114-sq.-km.  reserve,  they  were 
clumped  together  in  a number  of  settlements,  crammed  into  government-built 
housing.  They  were,  and  still  are,  at  a loss. 

As  outsiders  gained  more  control  of  the  land,  their  laws  ...took  over. 

It  became  illegal  for  Native  children  to  not  attend  school  during  the 
normal  Canadian  school  year  --  September  to  Dune  --  even  though  it 
interfered  with  the  traditional  Ojibwa  trapping  season. 

To  complicate  matters,  the  Ojibwa .. .were  a divided  people.  Those  from 


the  north  thought  differently  from  those  out  on  the  lake,  who  differed 
from  those  on  the  lake  shore,  who  sometimes  clashed  with  those  already 
settled  inland.  "Of  course  we  fight,"  admits  Gray.  "We're  all  thrown 
together.  Indians  weren't  meant  to  live  like  this,  so  close.  We're  driving 
each  other  crazy."  As  one  generation  of  defeated,  dispossessed  Ojibwa  led 
to  another,  the  social  problems  --  alcoholism,  substance  abuse,  family 
violence  --snowballed. 

It's  a story ...  repeated  many  times  over  on  Native  reserves  across  the 
country.  "This  is  just  one  community  of  many  like  that  in  the  north,"  says 
Bob  leffery,  a health  planner  with  the  Kenora-based  Northwestern  Health 
Unit.  "It's  important  to  remember  that.  (Mishkeegogamang)  is  not  an 
isolated  case  where  you  go  'what  happened  there?'  The  same  issues  are  seen 
in  other  communities,"  he  says.  In  1996,  with  about  85%  of 
Mishkeegogamang' s kids  under  the  age  of  15,  those  problems  are  strongly 
reflected  in  the  eyes  of  its  children.  "People  here  see  their  lives  as 
ruined,"  says  Gray. 

lanet  Masakeyash  lives  in  a log  home  with  her  four  siblings  and  her 
grandmother.  The  two-bedroom  house  is  rustic,  but  comfortable,  warm  and 
clean.  The  shy  11-year-old  is  generally  happy  and  loved.  Except  when  the 
adults  drink.  As  the  oldest  child,  lanet  has  had  to  take  on  more  than  her 
share  of  household  responsibility  when  her  mother,  lean,  gets  together 
with  others  for  a drinking  binge.  It's  then  ...lanet  becomes  the  adult  and 
takes  care  of  her  brother  and  three  sisters  --  one  of  whom  is  just  nine 
months  old.  "lean  has  problems  on  and  off,"  says  Gray.  "That's  one  reason 
she  lives  with  the  grandmother.  "When  people  are  drinking,  lanet  stays 
with  the  kids.  It's  her  role.  It's  an  imposed  role."  lanet  herself  is 
nonchalant  about  her  situation  and  doesn't  talk  much  about  it.  "I  take 
care  of  my  baby  brother  a lot,"  she  says,  shrugging.  The  hard  work  and 
harsh  reality  of  her  life  doesn't  faze  her,  since  it's  all  she's  ever 
known.  "(Kids  are)  so  used  to  doing  it,  they  don't  realize  what  they're 
doing,"  says  Gray.  Today... lean  is  home  and  sober  and  peeling  potatoes. 
Food  is  scarce,  so  that  will  be  the  children's  lunch.  This  family  is  lucky 
enough  to  have  a stove  to  cook  on,  and... a washing  machine,  although  it 
sits  on  the  porch,  lanet 's  grandmother,  Daisy,  is  standing  in  the  cold 
autumn  drizzle  as  she  loads  the  machine.  At  64,  Daisy  isn't  always  so 
active.  Some  days,  lanet  will  be  the  one  doing  the  laundry,  changing  the 
baby's  diapers,  buying  the  food  --as  Gray  puts  it,  "She  does  the  running 
around  because  the  grandmother  can't."  On  top  of  her  responsibilities, 
lanet  tries  to  make  it  to  school  every  day.  Sometimes  she  doesn't,  either 
because  there's  no  one  to  tell  her  to  go  or  because  the  family  hasn't 
enough  food  to  pack  her  a lunch. 

Last  year,  only  80  Mishkeegogamang  children  --  less  than  one-quarter  -- 
attended  the  reserve's  three  elementary  schools  full-time.  "And  full-time 
usually  means  50%  of  the  time,"  says  Gray.  "When  I was  working  at  the 
school  there  was  so  much  going  on  at  home,  they  couldn't  learn."  That 
number  will  be  even  less  this  year  after  one  of  the  schools,  located  on  an 
island,  had  to  close  because  the  band  couldn't  find  a teacher  willing  to 
work  there.  The  previous  teacher  lasted  only  a year  before  the  primitive 
living  conditions  and  his  neighbors'  rampant  alcoholism  drove  him  away. 
"Some  do  not  do  well  in  school  because  they  don't  have  a place  to  study  at 
home,"  says  Tom  Wassaykeesic . "How  can  you  learn  when  you  have  to  share  a 
room  with  12  people?"  As  a result,  only  a handful  of  Mishkeegogamang 
residents  --  Gray  and  Wassaykeesic  among  them  --  ...complete  their  high 
school  diplomas,  or  even  make  it  past  elementary  school.  "Why  should  they 
care  about  school  when  they're  too  busy  trying  to  survive?"  says 
Wassaykeesic . 

...there  are  other  factors  affecting  these  children's  education. 
Researchers  who  have  studied  the  community  have  seen  abnormally  high 
levels  of  fetal  alcohol  syndrome  (FAS)  or  fetal  alcohol  effects  (FAE), 
although  the  difficulty  in  diagnosing  both  makes  it  hard  to  pinpoint 
accurately.  Both  disorders  affect  unborn  children  whose  mothers  drink 
heavily  while  pregnant.  While  an  FAS  victim  has  particular  physical 
characteristics  --  including  stunted  growth  and  misshapen  facial  features 
--  a child  with  FAE  looks  normal  but  suffers  many  of  the  same  learning 
disabilities.  And  the  problem  of  pregnant  Mishkeegogamang  women  drinking 


seems  to  be  getting  worse,  not  better,  says  Dudy  Kay,  coordinator  of  the 
FAS/FAE  Prevention  and  Support  Services  Program  in  Sioux  Lookout.  "People 
who  are  drinking  heavily  before  pregnancy  are  not  going  to  be  able  to  just 
stop  during  pregnancy,"  she  explains,  adding. . .children  with  FAS  are 
likely  to  become  alcoholic  themselves.  "Over  40%  of  FAS  people  have 
addiction  issues.  So  it's  definitely  a cycle.  And  people  with  FAS  don't 
link  behavior  and  consequence.  So  birth  control  becomes  a huge  issue." 

There  is  also  the  problem  of  disease. 

Earlier  this  year,  lanet  became  ferociously  sick  for  about  five  days 
after  an  outbreak  of  Hepatitis  A hit  Mishkeegogamang.  Spread  from  feces 
carrying  the  virus  to  water  that  people  drink.  Hepatitis  A causes  severe 
diarrhea,  abdominal  pain,  nausea  and  vomiting.  It  can  even  cause  liver 
damage,  lust  under  40  cases  have  been  reported  on  the  reserve  since  April, 
but  only  one  in  the  past  month,  "so  we're  hoping  it's  tapering  off,''  says 
Dr.  Sara  Whitehead,  medical  officer  of  health  for  28  Native  reserves  in 
this  area.  Since  there's  no  immediate  cure  for  the  disease,  it  must  run 
its  course.  Fortunately,  it  only  strikes  its  victim  once.  But  there  are 
other  related  diseases  --  not  to  mention  cases  of  lice  --  to  contend  with. 
There  have  been  17  reported  cases  of  shigella  and  sporadic  cases  of 
salmonella,  likely  as  a result  of  the  lack  of  ref rigeration  on  the  reserve. 
Only  one  case  of  tuberculosis  has  been  reported  this  year,  but  Whitehead 
believes  "most  of  these  diseases  are  likely  severely  under-reported . " 

Part  3 will  be  included  in  next  week's  issue.  My  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Ottawa  Sun  for  granting  permission  for  this  article  to  be  shared. 

— "RE:  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Chairman"  

Date:  Sat,  7 Dec  1996  06:15:51  -0800  (PST) 

From:  tlingit@netcom.com  (William  E.  Martin) 

Sub j : Senate  Indian  Affairs  Chairman 

UUCP  email 

There  is  an  article  in  Roll  Call,  a newspaper  of  Capitol  Hill,  by  Ed  Henry 
entitled  'Senate  Returns  to  Old  Obsession:  Bidding  for  'Big  Two'  Panels. 

The  main  scope  of  the  article  talks  about  the  Appropriations  and  Finance 
committees  but  also  mentions  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

It  appears  that  Senator  McCain  will  not  be  returning  as  the  chairman  and 
the  next  in  line  is  Senator  Slade  Gorton  of  Washington. 

There  is  a chance,  however,  that  Senator  Gorton  will  take  a chairmanship 
on  subcommittees  for  Commerce  and  Appropriations  in  which  case  he  will 
not  be  eligible  to  a third  chair.  This  means  the  next  in  line  after  him 
is  Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  of  Colorado,  the  only  Native  American 
in  Congress. 

It  is  a great  loss  to  Indian  Country  that  Senator  McCain  will  not  be  the 
chairman  of  Indian  Affairs,  but  it  would  be  an  even  greater  loss  if  Senator 
Gorton  assumes  the  chair.  Senator  Gorton  has  demonstrated  time  and  again 
with  his  position  on  the  Indian  Affairs  committee  his  opposition  to 
Tribal  Sovereignty,  fishing  rights,  and  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  just 
to  name  a few. 

The  article  also  mentions  the  fact  that  various  Indian  Tribes  have  taken 
out  newspaper  ads  opposing  Senator  Gorton's  opportunity  to  grab  the  gavel. 
Lets  hope  our  Senators  have  the  foresight  to  see  what  great  damage  that 
would  come  to  Indian  Country  if  he  chairs  the  Indian  Affairs  Committee. 

To  read  the  whole  article,  see  http: //www. rollcall  and  click  on  News 
Scoops  then  the  title  of  the  article  'Senate  Returns  to  Old  Obsession: 
Bidding  For  'Big  Two'  Panels.' 

Bill  Martin 
tlingit@netcom . com 

"RE : Sen.  Gorton  Could  Head"  

Date:  Mon,  9 Dec  1996  16:05:14  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <cmilda@GOODNET.COM> 


Sub j : Sen.  Gorton  Could  Head  ... 


UUCP  email 

Okay,  folks. 

With  regard  to  what  to  do  concerning  contacting  folks  on  Washington,  D.C., 
concerning  the  possible  appointment  of  Slade  Gorton  as  Senate  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  I have  gathered  the  following.  First,  my  opinion  (and  this 
*is*  only  my  opinion);  we  don't  need  him,  but  for  some  reason  I feel  we 
probably  won't  have  a deal  with  him  either,  because  I don't  think  the  man 
really  wants  the  job.  Indian  affairs  is  not  one  of  his  intent  priorities. 
His  WWWeb-page  even  still  refers  to  the  Committee  as  "Select  Committee," 
and  has  been  a regular  Senate  Committee  for  quite  a while  now.  The  link  has 
not  even  been  updated  and  goes  "404  Not  Found."  Actually,  he  need  to  update 
all  the  Committee  links  on  his  WWWeb-site,  they  *all*  go  nowhere  ! At  any 
rate,  I believe  he's  far  more  interested  in  the  money-related  Committees 
anyway,  like  Appropriations,  Commerce,  Science  and  Technology,  and  the 
Budget . 

Now,  should  it  happen  that  Gorton  does  in  fact  become  the  Indian  Affairs 
Committee  chair,  then  it'll  become  obvious  that  we  have  a lot  of  work  to  do. 
There  will  have  to  be  a lot  of  unrelenting  pressure  on  the  Committee,  and 
there  will  probably  be  a lot  of  fights;  plus  I forsee  Indians  trying  harder 
to  work  together  to  tell  the  Committee  what  needs  there  are.  I'd  say  let's 
consider  that  if  and  when  it  does  occur. 

"What  can  we  do  at  this  point",  you  ask  ? I do  not  have  all  the  answers, 
but  I do  suggest  that  everyone  contact  Senator  McCain' s office  contact 
Senator  McCain's  office  and  tell  him  point  blank  how  you  are  against  Gorton 
being  SCIA  Committee  chair.  He's  well  aware  of  Gorton's  the  record  in  the 
104th,  and  while  I'd  not  be,  personally,  too  call  McCain  or  "friend",  he  has 
been  rather  *friendly*  to  ARIZONA  tribes  especially,  for  years.  He  even 
travels  to  tribes  and  attends  meetings,  taking  to  Washington  our  voice.  For 
that  we  have  been  fortunate.  Oh,  and  you  might  put  the  staffers  on  the  spot 
and  ask  them  as  to  the  truth  to  the  statements  in  the  press  that  he' s 
apparently  decided  not  to  resume  as  Chair  to  SCIA,  perhaps  even  telling  them 
that  you'd  like  to  see  McCain  return  as  chair,  is  you  so  feel. 

Now,  when  you  call  or  write  to  McCain's  office  has  I'd  also  ask  who  else 
to  talk  to  to  further  voice  your  opposition.  I'm  sorry  everyone  but 
Washington  is  a long  way  from  ARIZONA,  and  I don't  more  I can  tell  you  about 
that.  Perhaps  there  are  others  on  this  LIST  with  ideas,  or  who  know  who 
else  to  contact.  And  don't  forget  to  contact  your  own  Senators  and  lobby 
them  to  influence  what  you'd  like  to  see  happen  with  the  chairmanship  of 
SCIA.  Also,  there  is  an  800-number  to  call  Washington  offices  of 
Congresspeople,  but  I have  to  really  dig  to  find  it  in  my  computer  files. 
Anyone  else  have  it  handy  ? I'd  like  to  find  a new  file  location  for  that 
number. 

Okay.  That's  about  all  I can  say  for  now  about  this.  Let's  get  in 
contact  with  Senators  and  see  what  pressure  we  can  assert  on  this  issue. 

Have  a nice  afternoon  everyone. 

C. 

P.S.  The  attached  are  from  the  U.S.  Senate  WWeb-page  which  are  now  partly 
out-of-date;  but  may  be  of  some  use.  If  anyone  has  any  information  to  add, 
*please*  put  it  out  here  as  soon  as  you  can. 

CMilda@GoodNet . com 

<< <<<<<  <<  << 

- -<Attached  infromation>  - - http://www.senate.gov/senator/campbell.html 
Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  R - Colorado 
202-224-5852 

380  Russell  Senate  Office  Bldg 
United  States  Senate 
Washington,  DC  20510-0605 

Committees 

Committee  on  Appropriations 

Committee  on  Energy  and  Natural  Resources 

Committee  on  Veterans'  Affairs 


Biography 

BEN  NIGHTHORSE  CAMPBELL,  Republican,  of  Ignacio,  CO;  born  in  Auburn, 

CA,  April  13,  1933;  attended  New  England  Mills  Grammar  School,  Weimar, 
CA;  attended  Placer  High  School,  Auburn,  CA,  1951;  quit  high  school  to 
join  Air  Force  (where  he  got  his  GED);  attended  graduation  exercises 
and  received  a diploma  in  1991;  B.A.,  San  lose  State,  1957;  attended 
Meiji  University  in  Toyko,  Japan,  as  special  research  student, 

1960-64;  served  in  U.S.  Air  Force  in  Korea,  airman  second  class, 
1951-53;  jewelry  designer  who  has  won  more  than  200  first-place  and 
best-of-show  awards;  rancher  who  raised,  trained,  and  showed  horses; 
All-American  in  judo,  was  captain  of  the  U.S.  Olympic  Judo  Team  in 
1964  and  won  the  gold  medal  in  the  Pan-American  Games  of  1963;  elected 
to  Colorado  State  Legislature  in  1982,  serving  1983-86  on  the 
Agriculture  and  Natural  Affairs  and  Business  and  Labor  Committees; 
appointed  advisor  to  the  Colorado  Commission  on  International  Trade 
and  Colorado  Commission  on  the  Arts  and  Humanities;  voted  by 
colleagues  one  of  ''Ten  Best  Legislators'1  in  the  Denver  Post-News 
Center  4 survey,  1984;  ''1984  Outstanding  Legislator' ' award  from 
Colorado  Bankers  Association;  inducted  into  the  Council  of  44  Chiefs, 
Northern  Cheyenne  Indian  Tribe;  member  of  Durango  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
American  Quarter  Horse  Association,  American  Paint  Horse  Association, 
American  Brangus  Association,  American  Indian  Education  Association, 
Colorado  Pilots  Association,  Aircraft  Owners  and  Pilot  Association, 
senior  technical  advisor,  U.S.  Judo  Association;  married  to  Linda 
Price,  July  23,  1966;  two  children:  Colin  and  Shanan;  elected  to  the 
100th  Congress,  November  4,  1986;  reelected  to  the  101st  and  102d 
Congresses;  appointed  to  Committees  on  Agriculture,  Interior  and 
Insular  Affairs,  and  Small  Business;  elected  to  the  Senate  on  November 
3,  1992  for  the  6-  year  term  beginning  January  3,  1993;  committees: 
Energy  and  Natural  Resources;  Veterans'  Affairs;  Indian  Affairs; 
Agriculture,  Nutrition,  and  Forestry;  chairman,  subcommittee  on  Parks, 
Historic  Preservation  and  Recreation. 

Source:  The  Congressional  Directory  1995  - 1996,  U.S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 

- -<Attached  inf romation>-  - http://www. senate. .gov/senator/mccain.html 

Senator  John  McCain  R - Arizona 

202-224-2235 

241  Russell  Senate  Office  Bldg 
United  States  Senate 
Washington,  DC  20510-0303 

E-mail:  senator_mccain@mccain . senate.gov 
Committees 

Committee  on  Armed  Services 

Committee  on  Commerce,  Science,  and  Transportation 
Committee  on  Governmental  Affairs 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  Chairman 

Biography 

JOHN  McCAIN,  Republican,  of  Phoenix,  AZ;  born  in  Panama  Canal  Zone  on 
August  29,  1936;  graduated  Episcopal  High  School,  Alexandria,  VA, 

1954,  graduated,  U.S.  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  MD,  1958;  National  War 
College,  Washington,  DC,  1973;  retired  Captain  (pilot),  U.S.  Navy, 
1958-81;  military  awards:  Silver  Star,  Bronze  Star,  Legion  of  Merit, 
Purple  Heart,  and  Distinguished  Flying  Cross;  married  to  the  former 
Cindy  Hensley;  seven  children:  Doug,  Andy,  Sidney,  Meghan,  Jack,  Jim, 
and  Bridget;  elected  on  November  1,  1982  to  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives;  reelected  to  the  99th  Congress  in  1984;  elected  to 
the  U.S.  Senate  on  November  4,  1986;  reelected  in  1992. 

Source:  The  Congressional  Directory  1995  - 1996,  U.S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 


- -<Attached  infnomation>  - - http://www.senate.gov/senaton/membmail.html 
Senators  with  Constituent  E-Mail  Addresses 

AZ  McCain,  John  senator_mccain@mccain.senate.gov 

- -<Attached  infromation>  - - http://www.senate.gov/ — gorton/ 

Slade  Gorton,  United  States  Senator  for  Washington 
-< Attached  inf romation>  http: //www. senate.gov/ committee/indian_af fairs . html 

Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
202-224-2251 

838  Hart  Senate  Office  Bldg 
Washington,  DC  20510-6450 

Republicans 

John  McCain,  Arizona,  Chairman 
Frank  H.  Murkowski,  Alaska 
Slade  Gorton,  Washington 
Pete  V.  Domenici,  New  Mexico 
Nancy  Landon  Kassebaum,  Kansas 
Don  Nickles,  Oklahoma 
Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  Colorado 
Craig  Thomas,  Wyoming 
Orrin  G.  Hatch,  Utah 


Democrats 

Daniel  K.  Inouye,  Hawaii 
Kent  Conrad,  North  Dakota 
Harry  Reid,  Nevada 
Paul  Simon,  Illinois 
Daniel  K.  Akaka,  Hawaii 
Paul  Wellstone,  Minnesota 
Byron  L.  Dorgan,  North  Dakota 

No  Subcommittees 

"RE : Innu  Express  Relief"  

Date:  Fri,  29  Nov  1996  10:56:38  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@netserver .web. net> 

Sub j : Innu  Express  Relief  over  Smelter  Location  Decision 

Mailing  List:  INNU-L  <INNU-L@odie.ccs.yorku.ca> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  29  November  96 

INNU  EXPRESS  RELIEF  OVER  SMELTER  LOCATION  DECISION 

(Sheshatshiu)  The  Innu  Nation  expressed  relief  in  reaction  to  the  decision 
by  Inco  to  site  a smelter/refinery  complex  in  Argentina,  rather  than  in 
Labrador,  but  warned  that  there  are  many  significant  environmental  and 
social  issues  that  must  be  resolved. 

"The  Inco  announcement  comes  as  a tremendous  relief  to  the  Innu",  stated 
Innu  Nation  President  Peter  Penashue.  "Our  territory  is  already  under 
assault.  We  are  trying  to  deal  with  the  implications  of  a proposed  mine  in 
our  territory,  and  we  know  that  it  is  going  to  have  serious  social  and 
environmental  effects.  A smelter  would  have  added  to  our  problems." 

Although  Inco's  decision  to  locate  the  smelter  in  Argentina  is  a favourable 
decision  from  an  Innu  perspective,  Penashue  suggested  that  Newfoundlanders 
have  good  reasons  to  be  concerned. 

"What  we  have  learned  about  the  serious  environmental  effects  of  smelters 
suggests  that  Newfoundlanders  should  be  asking  hard  questions  and  getting 
answers  from  the  company  before  they  give  this  project  a green  light.  I 
hope  that  they  will  demand  the  best  available  technology  and  a 
comprehensive  and  public  environmental  review  of  the  smelter  before  any 
more  decisions  are  taken."  concluded  Penashue. 


Larry  Innes 
Environmental  Advisor 


Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 
http://www.web.net/~innu 


Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 
\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/= 


"RE : Request  for  Document  Submissions"  

Date:  3 Dec  1996  16:45:34  GMT 

From:  jburrows@chinook.halcyon.com  (Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies) 

Sub j : Open  Request  for  Document  Submissions  to  the  FWDP 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies 

AN  OPEN  REQUEST  FOR  DOCUMENT  SUBMISSIONS  TO  THE  FOURTH  WORLD 
DOCUMENTATION  PR03ECT  BY  TRIBAL  GOVERNMENTS  AND  ORGANIZATIONS 
<http://www.halcyon.com/FWDP/fwdp.html> 

TO:  Circulation 

FROM:  Rudolph  C.  Ryser,  Chairman 

RE:  Document  Submissions  to  the  FWDP 

The  Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies  has  in  its  files  and  electronic 
archives  the  largest  collection  of  tribal  and  tribally  related  documents 
anywhere.  I want  to  invite  you  to  become  an  "Official  Source"  by  making 
documentary  contributions  to  our  growing  archives. 

In  1979  the  Conference  of  Tribal  Governments  hosted  by  the  Shoalwater 
Bay  Tribe  passed  a resolution  sponsored  by  the  Muckleshoot  Tribe  urging 
the  establishment  of  a documents  and  research  center  to  advance  Indian 
rights  and  strengthen  Indian  Governments.  To  fill  this  important  need 
Chief  George  Manuel  (Shuswap)  and  Rudolph  C.  Ryser  (Cowlitz)  joined  by 
Russell  3im  (Yakama),  Dr.  Kenneth  Benshoof,  Ralph  Eluska  (Aleute)  and 
Joseph  Ryan  founded  the  Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies  (CWIS)  as  a 
non-profit  research  and  education  organization. 

Over  the  past  twelve  years  CWIS  has  archived  thousands  of  documents 
generated  by  tribal  governments,  inter-tribal  organizations,  county,  state 
and  federal  governments  and  international  bodies  like  the  United  Nations. 
The  idea  was  that  researchers,  Indian  governments,  tribal  schools  and 
colleges,  and  interested  persons  could  have  access  to  documents  once  they 
were  collected.  The  Center's  archive  is  unique  in  that  it  forms  an 
historical  record  of  the  advances  made  by  Indian  Nations  throughout  the 
Western  Hemisphere.  Documents  held  in  the  Center's  archives  record 
important  decisions,  issues  and  data  reflecting  tribal  efforts  to  regain 
sovereignty,  strengthen  tribal  cultures  and  build  economies.  Many  tribal 
governments  and  inter-tribal  organizations  have  made  contributions  to  the 
CWIS  archives.  CWIS  became  the  repository  for  a rich  collection  of 
historical  documents,  records,  reports,  proposals,  and  publications 
generated  by  and  about  Indian  nations. 

In  1992  the  CWIS  organized  the  Fourth  World  Documentation  Project  (FWDP) 
to  make  documents  and  information  more  accessible  to  tribal  governments 
and  researchers  by  making  documents  available  via  the  Internet  and  other 
online  computer  services.  Tribal  Officials  and  researchers  can  now  have 
direct  access  to  a growing  number  of  documents  by  going  to  the  Center's 
page  or  the  Fourth  World  Documentation  Project's  page  on  the  World  Wide 
Web  accessible  through  the  Internet.  Currently  there  are  over  500 
documents  online  ranging  from  tribal  government  resolutions  to  NCAI 
position  papers.  The  FWDP  forms  an  electronic  library  of  tribal  documents 
and  documents  important  to  tribal  governments.  Since  its  inception,  the 
FWDP  has  become  a primary  information  resource  to  a number  of  Universities, 
state  and  federal  agencies,  as  well  as  Indian  scholars  and  tribal 
councilmen . 

We  at  CWIS  invite  you  to  become  an  "official  source"  for  the  Fourth 
World  Documentation  Project  by  sending  documents  for  archiving  on  a 
regular  basis.  Documents  may  be  resolutions,  position  papers,  reports, 
policy  analysis,  speeches,  etc.  They  may  be  on  hard  copy  (paper)  or  soft 


copy  (on  disk) . It  is  important  that  the  positions  taken  by  tribal 
governments  and  inter-tribal  organizations  be  carefully  archived  for 
present  and  future  policy-makers  and  researchers.  We  think  you  will  agree 
that  the  FWDP  is  an  important  tribal  initiative  that  warrants  wide  tribal 
support.  I believe  the  Fourth  World  Documentation  Project  will  become  one 
of  the  most  useful  resources  available  to  tribal  leaders  and  researchers. 
Your  contributions  to  the  FWDP  electronic  archives  will  ensure  researchers 
and  tribal  officials  future  access  to  these  important  documents. 

If  you  would  like  to  become  an  "Official  Source"  or  have  any  questions 
about  the  FWDP,  please  contact: 

John  Burrows,  Executive  Director 
< jburrows@halcyon . com> . 

Sincerely, 

Rudolph  C.  Ryser 
Chairman 

Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies 
http://www.halcyon.com/FWDP/cwisinfo.html 
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
John  Burrows,  Executive  Director  < jburrows@halcyon . com> 

Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies  PGP  Key  0xEE26CD6D  available 

http://www.halcyon.com/FWDP/fwdp.html  on  key  servers  or  via  finger 

"RE : Indian  Tribal  Colleges"  

Date:  Wed,  4 Dec  1996  16:33:41  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Indian  Tribal  Colleges  and  Universities 

UUCP  email 

Preserving  and  Protecting  the  Culture,  Tradition 
and  Fleritage  of  the  Native  American  Indian 

Flelp  support  your  local  Indian  College  and  University. 

They  are  your  future.... 

Arizona  California  Canada 


Navajo  D-Q  University  Alberta 

Community  College  P.O.  Box  409  Red  Crow  C.C. 

Tsaile,  AZ.  86556  Davis,  CA.  95617  P.O.  Box  240 

Standoff,  Alberta 
Canada  T01  1Y0 

Kansas  Michigan  Minnesota 


Flaskell  Indian  Bay  Mills  Fond  Du  Lac 

Dunior  College  Community  College  Community  College 

155  Indian  Avenue  Rt.l,  Box  315A  2102  14th  St. 

Lawrence,  KS.  66046  Brimley,  MI.  49715  Cloquet,  MN.  55720 

Montana  >>> 

Blackfeet 
Community  College 
P.O.  Box  819 
Browning,  MT.  59417 

Montana  (cont.) 

Fort  Peck  Little  Big  Horn  College  Sailsh  Kootenai  College 

Community  College  P.O.  Box  370  Pablo,  MT.  59855 

P.O.  Box  575  Crow  Agency,  MT.  59022 

Popular,  MT.  59255 


Dull  Knife  Fort  Belknap  College 

Community  College  P.O.  Box  547 

P.O.  Box  98  Harlem,  MT.  59526 

Lame  Deer,  MT.  59043 


Montana 


Nebraska 


New  Mexico 


Stonechild 

Community  College 

Rocky  Boy  Rt.  Box  1082 
Box  Elder,  MT.  59521 

New  Mexico(cont . ) 

Nebraska  Indian 
Community  College 

P.O.  Box  752 
Winnebago,  NE.  68071 

North  Dakota  >>> 

Crownpoint  Institute 
of  Technology 

P.O.  Box  Drawer  K 
Crownpoint,  NM.  87313 

Southwest  Indian 

Fort  Berthold 

Little  Hoop 

Polytechnic  Institute 

Community  College 

Community  College 

Box  10146 

P.O.  Box  490 

P.O.  Box  269 

Albuquerque,  NM.  87184 

New  Town,  ND.  58763 

Fort  Totten,  ND.  58335 

North  Dakota  (cont.) 

Standing  Rock  College 

Turtle  Mountain 

United  Tribes 

HCI  Box  4 

Community  College 

Technical  College 

Fort  Yates,  ND  58538 

P.O.  Box  340 

3315  University  Dr. 

South  Dakota  >> 

Belcourt,  ND.  58316 

Bismarck,  ND.  58501 

Cheyenne  River 

Oglala  Lakota  College 

! Sinte  Gleska  College 

Community  College 

P.O.  Box  490 

P.O.  Box  490 

P.O.  Box  220 

Eagle  Butte,  SD.  57625 

Kyle,  SD.  57752 

Rosebud,  SD.  57570 

South  Dakota 

Washington 

Sisseton-Wahpeton  Northwest  Indian  College 


Community  College 

2522  Kwina  Rd. 

P.O.  Box  689 

Sisseton,  SD.  57262 

Bellingham,  WA.  98226 

Wisconsin 

Canada 

LacCourte  Orielles  Ojibwa 

Saskatchewan  Indian 

Community  College 

Federated  College 

RR2,  Box  2357 

118  College  West 

Hayward,  WI.  54843 

University  of  Regin 

Regina  Saskatchewan , Canada 
S4S  0A2 

"RE : NPS  Tribal  Grant  Program"  

Date:  Tue,  3 Dec  1996  09:06:56  -0800 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : NPS  Tribal  Grant  Prog.  Guidelines  and  application  available 
UUCP  email 
To  all. 


The  National  Park  Service  invites  applications  for  its  program 
entitled,  "Protecting  Historic  Properties  and  Cultural  Traditions  on 
Indian  lands.  Fiscal  Year  1997  Historic  Preservation  Fund  Grants  to 
Indian  Tribes,  Alaska  Natives,  and  Native  Hawaiian  Organizations." 

Grants  are  awarded  to  assist  tribes  in  preserving  and  protecting 
their  significant  cultural  and  historic  resources  and  traditions. 
Application  packages  must  be  postmarked  or  hand  delivered  by: 

January  31,  1997 

A total  of  $900,000.00  is  available  in  Fiscal  Year  1997  for  tribal 
historic  preservation  projects  as  described  in  the  guidelines.  Grants 
will  be  awarded  in  four  categories,  with  the  maximum  grant  award 


$50,000.00  and  the  minimum  is  $5,000.00 


The  categories  are: 

1.  Locating  and  Identifying  Cultural  Resources. 

2.  Preservation  Planning. 

3.  Oral  History  and  Documenting  Cultural  Traditions. 

4.  Education  and  Training  for  Building  a Historic  Preservation 

Program. 

For  more  information  and  a complete  application  package,  contact: 

Ronnie  Emery,  Tribal  Preservation  Program 

National  Park  Service 

Heritage  Preservation  Services  (2255) 

POB  37127 

Washington,  D.C.  20013-7127 
Phone:  (202)343-4280 
FAX:  (202)343-6004 

E-MAIL:  ronnie_emery@nps .gov 

SPECIAL  NOTE: 

Separate  funding  is  available  for  tribes  that  have  been  authorized 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  assume  any  or  all  of  the  State 
Historic  Preservation  Office  responsibilities  on  tribal  lands  pursuant 
to  Section  101(d)  of  the  Act.  For  FY1997,  only  tribes  that  have 
executed  a Memorandum  of  Agreement  with  the  National  Park  Service  by 
December  31,  1996,  are  eligible  to  receive  funds  to  conduct  activities 
under  Section  101(d). 

Tribes  interested  in  assuming  State  Historic  Preservation  Office 
responsibilities  under  Section  101(d)  of  the  National  Historic 
Preservation  Act,  or  interested  in  receiving  funds  pursuant  to  Section 
101(d),  should  contact  Ronnie  Emery  at  the  National  Park  Service. 


Best,  Dohn  Berry 


"RE : AZ  Universities  to  get  $1M"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Nov  1996  16:24:26  -0700 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <cmilda(3G00DNET. COM> 

Sub j : U of  A:  AZ  universities  to  get  $1M  from  gaming  funds  (Fwd) 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml.spcs.umn.edu> 

http : //wildcat . arizona . edu/ paper s/90/ 60/01_l_m . html 

AZ  universities  to  get  $1M  from  gaming  funds 
By  D.  Shayne  Christie 
Arizona  Daily  Wildcat  November  14,  1996 

The  Fort  McDowell  Mojave-Apache  Indian  Community  donated  $1  million  to 
be  split  among  the  University  of  Arizona,  Arizona  State  University  and 
Northern  Arizona  University  at  a ceremony  in  Phoenix  yester-day. 

The  money  came  from  profits  the  community  earned  from  gaming  and  is 
intended  "to  provide  financial  help  with  scholarships  and  other  forms  of 
assistance  to  both  Native  American  students  and  others,"  a news  release 
stated . 

Bernadine  Boyd,  vice  president  of  the  Fort  McDowell  tribal  council, 
said  that  within  the  community,  there  was  a desire  to  give  to  education. 

"We  wanted  to  give  something  back  to  people  in  our  state,"  she  said. 

Joseph  Stauss,  director  of  American  Indian  Studies  at  the  UA,  said  the 
donation  has  been  in  the  works  for  a long  time. 

"It  is  the  first  time  an  Indian  tribe  in  the  state  of  Arizona  has  set 
aside  a part  of  their  revenues  for  the  three  state  universities,"  Stauss 
said . 


He  also  said  the  Font  McDowell  community  is  challenging  the  other  tribes 
to  act  in  kind. 

"I  believe  this  gift  is  indicative  of  the  kind  of  relationship  the  UA 
and  the  other  two  universities  have  with  the  Indian  community/'  Stauss 
said . 

He  added,  "I  feel  there  will  be  future  gifts." 

Boyd  said  the  community  decided  to  make  the  donation  because 
scholarships  are  so  competitive  and  federal  funds  are  being  cut. 

The  details  of  where  the  money  will  go  are  still  being  worked  out,  she 
said,  adding  the  money  should  help  "Native  Americans  and  others  to  get  an 
education  and  a degree." 

"This  is  a historical  mark  for  all  of  us  as  far  as  helping  one  another," 
Boyd  said. 


(NEXT_STORY)  [Daily  Wildcat] 


(NEXT_STORY) 

Summary 

The  Fort  McDowell  Mojave-Apache  Indian  Community  donated  $1  million  to 
be  split  among  the  University  of  Arizona,  Arizona  State  University  and 
Northern  Arizona  University  at  a ceremony  in  Phoenix  yester-day. 

The  money  came  from  profits  the  community  earned  from  gaming  and  is 
intended  "to  provide  financial  help  with  scholarships  and  other  forms  of 
assistance  to  both  Native  American  students  and  others,"  a news  release 
stated . 

Bernadine  Boyd,  vice  president  of  the  Fort  McDowell  tribal  council, 
said  that  within  the  community,  there  was  a desire  to  give  to  education. 

"It  is  the  first  time  an  Indian  tribe  in  the  state  of  Arizona  has  set 
aside  a part  of  their  revenues  for  the  three  state  universities,"  Stauss 
said . 

"I  believe  this  gift  is  indicative  of  the  kind  of  relationship  the  UA 
and  the  other  two  universities  have  with  the  Indian  community,"  Stauss 
said . 


-  "RE:  Prose:  To  Whom  It  May  Concern"  

Date:  Mon,  25  Nov  1996  16:28:46  -0500 

From:  "Rodney  Coates"  <coatesrd@casmail.muohio.edu> 

Sub j : To  Whom  it  May  Concern 

UUCP  email 

To  whom  it  may  concern: 
rodney  c//96 

Please  cancel  Christmas  this  year  there  is  no  goodwill  anywhere. 

Ignore  all  our  calls  for  gifts  for  no  one  has  been  thoughtful  or  full  of 
cheer.  Forget  about  the  tree  and  big  dinner  too,  no  one  has  time  to  eat  it 

- too  busy  fighting  it  seems.  The  celebration  planed  will  be  delayed,  all 
are  caught  up  in  hating  and  fear. 

Clear  the  decks  and  mount  the  torpedoes,  fill  the  drums  with  vengeance  and 
blood.  Sack  the  towns,  rape  the  women,  maim  the  children,  kill  off  the  men. 
Let  us  dawn  sheets  of  complacency,  strip  bare  all  humility,  and  hide  behind 
our  apathy.  Naked  aggression  suits  us  well,  forget  about  the  conversation 
and  bring  on  the  hell. 

Angels  of  mercy  we  need  you  now,  seekers  of  peace  break  bread  for  our 
tears.  Silent  crusaders  for  righteousness  sake,  lift  up  your  trumpets  and 
play  a new  song.  Drummers  for  the  little  boy  shepherd,  pace  out  a beat  of 
comfort,  lift  up  our  troubled  brows.  Prophets  visualize  a new  world  today, 
where  race,  hate,  war  have  all  gone  away. 

Perhaps  when  we  clean  up  this  mess,  stop  these  wars,  and  heal  the  wounds 
another  Christmas  can  be  planned  in  Dune.  Perhaps  when  we  learn  to  love 
and  care,  build  and  teach,  and  see  each  other  another  time  for  cheer  can  be 
found  in  Duly.  Perhaps  when  we  plant  more  trees  then  we  destroy,  clear  more 
rivers  then  we  pollute  another  call  for  cheer  will  be  heard.  Perhaps  when 
we  have  much  more  time  for  listening  than  hurting,  for  caring  than  fighting 


another  celebration  will  be  planed  in  September. 


umoja  (unity,  through  love,  peace,  respect  and  understanding) 

Only  when  lions  have  historians  will  hunters  cease  being  heroes. 
African  Proverb 

The  most  potent  weapon  of  the  oppressor  is  the  mind  of  the  oppressed. 
Steven  Biko 

Rodney  D.  Coates 

Director  of  Black  World  Studies/Associate  Professor  of  Sociology 

Miami  University/Oxford,  Ohio  45056 

513  529-1235/email:  coatesrd@casmail.muohio.edu 

http: //www. ilhawaii . net : 80/~premaq/Coates/01-home . html 

"RE : Poem:  Questions  of  Life"  

Date:  Wed  Dec  4 06:38:27  1996 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Questions  of  Life 

UUCP  email 

December  1,  1996 
QUESTIONS  OF  LIFE 
by: 

Larry  Kibby,  Wiyot(Weott)  Nation,  California 
Grandfather, 

I stand  before  you  in  a sacred  manner. 

For  I seek  answers  in  a ceremonial  way. 

To  you  I ask  to  forgive  me  in  my  quest. 

For  I am  without  understanding. 

In  these  modern  times  I know  confusion. 

And  to  you  I turn  for  the 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/12/03  23:46 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub  j : Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  15-21 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

15 

Expect  fulfillment,  and  you  will  achieve  it. 

16 

Help  others  to  achieve  their  goals. 

17 

Banish  winter  from  your  spirit,  and  spring  will  fill  the  void. 

18 

Every  season  of  life  has  its  virtues. 

19 

Our  dreams  speak  to  us  in  the  language  of  the  soul. 

20 

Be  still  within  if  you  would  hear  the  voice  of  inspiration. 

21 

Draw  upon  the  source  of  life  in  everything  you  do. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 


(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


"RE ; Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  12  December  96  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  9 Dec  1996  08:31:57  GMT 

From:  jariggen@wheel.dcn.davis.ca.us  (jaxun) 

Sub j : DQ  University  Winter  Pow  Wow  12/14/96 

D-Q  University,  a 2-year  tribal  college  just  outside  Davis, 
California,  announces  its  Winter  Pow  Wow. 

Please  join  us  this  Saturday,  December  14th,  1996.  The  event 
will  commence  with  the  Grand  Entry  starting  at  4 PM  and  will 
last  until  midnight.  This  event  is  open  to  the  public. 

See  our  News  and  Updates  webpage  for  more  details,  at: 

http ://dcn.davis.ca . us/~jariggen/dqhome . html 
If  you  have  questions,  call  the  college  at  (916)  758-0470, 
or  e-mail  jaxun@art.net. 

Cheers  and  Flappy  Holidays  to  all! 


Date:  Thu,  05  Dec  1996  19:38:10  -0500 

From:  Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre  <cit@interlog.com> 

Sub j : Applications  are  now  being  accepted... 

Applications  are  now  being  accepted  for... 

The  23rd  annual  summer  Native  Theatre  School  program. 

The  Native  Theatre  School  is  the  oldest  theatre  school  in  North 
America  for  native  artists. 

Classes  are  taught  by  professional  aboriginal  artists  working  today 
like  Herbie  Barnes,  Carol  Greyeyes  and  Sadie  Buck. 

The  program  is  open  to  all  persons  of  Aboriginal,  Metis  or  Innu 
descent  over  the  age  of  19.  Graduates  include:  Gary  Farmer,  Billy 
Merasty,  Sandra  Laronde,  Jennifer  Podemski,  Christine  O'Leary  and 
Sharon  King. 

For  an  application  form  contact: 

Robert  Scott  at 
Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre 
401  Richmond  Street  West,  Suite  260 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada,  M5V  1X3 
http: //www. interlog.com/~cit/cit . html 
cit@interlog.com 


Date:  Sat,  7 Dec  1996  23:35:25  -0700 

From:  Linden  Gilbert  & Victoria  Stoll  <sgmail@trail . com> 

Sub j : Bring  Peltier  Home  tour 

Dust  got  home  from  the  gig  ...  if  the  tour  is  coming  to  your  area, 
don't  miss  it.  Some  great  talent,  including  a lady  named  Star  who  has 
an  incredible  voice  and  stage  presence  ...  with  a blues  and  r&b  flavor. 
Dennis  Banks  asked  her  to  join  the  tour  here  in  Santa  Fe,  and  she  agreed, 
so  down  the  line  you'll  get  to  see  her.  Floyd  Westerman  Red  Crow  rejoins 
the  tour  in  Albuquerque  and  should  be  able  to  appear  on  the  remaining 
dates.  Funny  Apache  guy  named  Drew  is  also  on  the  tour  ...  funny  stuff. 
And  remember,  call  or  write  or  fax  or  email  the  WHite  House  to  support 
Executive  Clemency  for  Leonard. 

Bill  Clinton 

1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  NW 


North  America's  Leading 
Aboriginal  Theatre 
Training  Centre 

EST:  1974 


Washington,  DC  20500 

Phone  202-456-1111 

Fax  202-456-2461 

Email  president@whitehouse.gov 

Your  support  can  make  a difference  . . . the  more  calls,  letters,  faxes  and 
emails  the  better! 

Linden 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Ishgooda,  Brian  Hauk,  Vernon  Foster,  lordon  Dill,  Debra  F.  Sanders, 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  lanet  Smith,  Larry  Kibby,  lacki  Leroux, 
1.  Peiffer  Willett,  Bill  Martin,  Chris  Milda,  lohn  Berry,  Bernadette  Chato, 
Cecilia  Rodriguez,  lohn  Burrows,  Nora  Galenzoski  via  Franklin  Wayne  Poley, 
Paul  M.  Robertson,  Larry  Innes,  Looking  Glass  via  Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf, 

Tom  Thunderhorse  via  Firehair,  Carol  Liu 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  12  December  96  08:00  -0500 
From:  lanet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Tue,  10  Dec  1996  05:15:12  -0500 
From:  iherder@aol . com 

Sub j : 1997  American  Indian  Inaugural  Ball 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

1997  AMERICAN  INDIAN  INAUGURAL  BALL 
lanuary  20,  1997 

Sponsored  by  the  American  Indian  Society  of  Washington,  D.C. 

Celebrate  the  Inauguration  of  Bill  Clinton,  43rd  President  of  the 
United  States 

It  is  time  to  make  your  travel  plans  to  attend  the  American  Indian 
Inaugural  Ball.  The  hotels  quickly  fill  up  during  this  special 
time  of  the  year  as  thousands  converge  on  the  nation's  capital  to 
attend  the  inauguration  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

This  is  why  it  is  important  that  you  make  your  ticket  purchases  as 
quickly  as  possible.  The  American  Indian  Inaugural  Ball  will  be 
held  on  the  following  date  and  time: 

Date:  Monday,  lanuary  20,  1997 
Time:  8:00  p.m.  to  1:00  a.m. 

Site:  Hyatt  Regency  Crystal  City  at  National  Airport  (just  minutes  from 
downtown  Washington,  D.C.  and  1.5  miles  from  the  National  Airport).  When 
making  reservations,  ask  for  the  American  Indian  Inaugural  Ball  room 
rate.  A two-day  minimum  stay  is  required  and  is  non-refundable . 

Honorary  Chair:  HATTIE  KAUFFMAN,  Nez  Perce,  CBS  NEWS. 

LIVE  entertainment  will  be  provided  by  three  outstanding  Native  American 
bands : 


BURNING  SKY  from  Flagstaff,  Arizona;  INDIGENOUS  from  Marty,  South  Dakota; 
and  THE  WESTWIND  BAND  from  Isleta  Pueblo,  New  Mexico. 


[For  information  on  hotels,  travel,  reserved  tables,  etc.,  please 
contact  the  poster  of  this  article:  "iherder@aol.com"  --Gary  ] 

American  Indian  Society  (AIS)  of  Washington,  D.C. 

American  Indian  Inaugural  Ball 
P.O.  Box  6431 

Falls  Church,  VA  22040-6431 

Ticket  information:  Amos  Goodfox  (301)  438-3116 

Ticket  information:  LouAnn  Tenequer  (703)  524-9451 

For  further  information  call:  Bob  Tenequer,  President,  AIS,  (703) 

524-9451 


Date:  Thu,  21  Nov  1996  01:08:00  GMT 

From:  pcoon@superior.carleton.ca  (Peter  Coon) 

Sub j : Aboriginal  Womens  Support  Centre,  Ottawa, 

1st  Annual  Christmas  Gala 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Aboriginal  Womens  Support  Centre,  Ottawa,  1st  Annual  Christmas  Gala 
Saturday,  December  21,  1996,  6 p.m. 

The  Royal  Canadian  Legion,  330  Kent  St. 

Semi-Formal;  Cashbar;  D.D.;  Door  Prizes 

Tickets:  $25  each  Call  (613)  741-5590  to  reserve  tickets. 

$46  per  couple 


Date:  Wed,  27  Nov  1996  03:43:06  -0500 

Subject:  Fremont  HS  New  Year's  Eve  Powwow 

Original  Sender:  sahtu@aol.com 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

4th  Annual  New  Year's  Eve  Powwow  and  Family  Celebration 
Open  to  the  Public  and  Free,  loin  us  for  a Safe,  Family  Oriented 
Celebration  Welcoming  the  New  Year.  No  Smoking  On  Campus.  No 
Alcohol  or  Drugs  Allowed. 

Fremont  High  School  Gym 
1279  Sunnyvale-Saratoga  Road 
Sunnyvale,  CA 
December  31,  1996 

Gourd  Dancing  6:00  PM 
Grand  Entry  7:00  PM 
M.C.:  George  Garcia 
Host  Drum:  Redhawk 
Crafts  Booths 
50-50  Cards 

Food  Booth:  Indian  Tacos,  Fry  bread,  Nachos  and  More. 

Sponsored  by:  The  Title  IX  Indian  Education  Programs  of  Fremont  Union  High 
School  District,  Milpitas  Unified  School  District,  Santa  Clara 
Unified/Sunnyvale  Elementary  School  Districts 

For  more  information  contact: 

Nick  Cornelia  at  (408)  522-2238  or  wolfn@fuhsd.org 
Gwen  Steirer  at  (408)  746-3841 

Sponsor  not  responsible  for  damages  or  loss  of  articles. 

"RE : The  Sacred  Circle"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Dec  1996  16:34:39  -0500 

From:  pablo@abenaki .tribal . org  (Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf) 

Sub j : The  Sacred  Circle  (FWD) 


Mailing  List: 


NATIVE- L (native-l@gnosys .svle.ma.us) 


Date:  Tue,  3 Dec  1996  13:10:12  -0500  (EST) 

From:  "Looking  Glass  (Raymond  Lussier)"  <Looking.Glass(3Abenaki. Tribal. Org> 
Subject:  The  Sacred  Circle 

Tonight  as  I watch  the  peaceful,  dreaming  wonder  of  a sleeping  child.  And 
listen  to  the  music  of  the  native  flute.  I go  back  to  another  time,  another 
world,  one  of  goodness  and  of  innocence,  one  of  peaceful  heart,  a time  where 
honesty  and  manners  were  the  order  of  the  day  and  love  for  the  CREATOR, 
FAMILY  UNITY,  and  INTER-TRIBAL  UNITY  were  accepted  facts  of  life. 

Of  this  I wish  to  share  my  heart  with  you.  So  it  is  with  all  things.  We 
must  be  prepared  to  take  part  in  the  things  given  to  us  by  the  Creator. 

We  must  remember,  as  we  endure  times  of  pain,  that  all  things  in  life  are 
circles  and  circles  within  circles.  No  matter  how  deplorable  or  how 
wonderful  life  maybe  now,  we  will  move  on  to  the  next  path  on  our  journey. 

We  must  be  prepared  for  what  is  coming  and  leave  our  lessons  learned  for 
those  that  follow. 

Earlier  this  year  I was  honored  to  support  Arvol  Looking  Horse  in  his 
request  for  a Peace  and  Unity  Prayer  day  amongst  all  people.  This  dream  did 
become  somewhat  of  a reality.  Unfortunately,  I was  to  hold  my  personal 
ceremonies  at  a rehabilitation  hospital  having  suffered  a major  stroke  two 
weeks  prior  to  the  appointed  day  of  prayer.  Unfortunate,  maybe  not  because 
it  seems  that  there  were  other  human  beings  there  that  needed  each  others 
presence  in  their  life  at  that  time.  As  we  all  know  we  have  always  done  our 
human  best,  given  the  moment  we  are  in,  to  say  or  due  the  right  thing. 

Many  have  asked  that  since  the  day  of  occupation  has  there  ever  been 
peace.  The  logical  answer  is  no.  But,  the  truth  is  that  in  1621  during  what 
has  become  known  as  thanksgiving  week  friendship  was  guarded  and  not  always 
sincere,  and  although  the  peace  was  to  be  very  soon  broken  we  find  that  for 
three  days  in  the  history  of  the  people  PEACE  and  FRIENDSHIP  were  there. 

Giving  thanks  to  the  CREATOR  for  the  harvest  of  the  land  has  always  been  a 
time  of  the  people  coming  together,  therefore  thanks  has  been  offered  for 
the  gift  of  fellowship  between  all  people. 

We  must  not  give  up,  contemplating,  attempting  to  bring  unity  amongst  our 
people.  Very  often  we  find  that  in  order  for  us  to  be  a strong  people  we 
must  put  yesterday  to  sleep  and  wake  up  today.  What  has  happened  to  tribal, 
inter-tribal  and  family  unity  ? 

Some  of  us  remember  that  many  French  Canadian  Metis,  and  First  Nations 
people  of  many  tribal  groups,  in  order  to  survive,  bought  their  new 
beginnings  to  a new  land.  Their  love  of  family  and  Spiritual  awareness. 

The  love  of  the  native  language.  (Although  they  were  forced  to 
acknowledge  American  English  as  their  first  language.) 

When  we  are  asked  "What  customs  do  you  remember  from  your  youth  which 
are  still  part  of  your  family  pride."  Many  of  us  reply  that  our  first 
memories  are  of  when  we  visited  our  "memere"  and  "pepere" 

(Grandparents)  were  the  nightly  offerings  (prayers)  to  the  powers  above 
before  retiring  for  the  night. 

Our  meals  were  often  simple  but  in  all  cases  an  elder  most  often  "Memere" 
would  invoke  the  blessings  of  the  CREATOR  for  what  ever  was  placed  before 
us.  Family  meals  with  our  parents  in  attendance  were  informal,  sometimes 
witty,  with  the  elders  speaking  first  amongst  themselves,  then  my 
grandparents  would  ask  all  the  children  to  relate  what  had  happened  since 
the  last  time  they  had  seen  us.  Politeness  and  manners  towards  the  elders 
was  important  and  no  one  left  without  asking  permission.  All  the  children 
were  taught  and  felt  that  there  was  a place  in  the  family  circle  for  them. 
Family  gatherings  were  special  not  because  of  the  giving  or  receiving  of 
gifts  but  because  of  the  love,  camaraderie,  and  real  affection  for 
Everyone  present  family  member  or  extended  family  members.  Sometimes  we 
would  attend  church  en  masse,  not  as  a duty,  but  because  it  gave  us  a 
chance  to  mingle  with  friends  and  relatives. 

Old  fashioned  you  may  say,  but  there  was  less  crime.  You  could  walk  the 
streets  day  or  night  without  fear  of  mayhem.  When  we  went  to  sleep  at  night 
and  the  elders  would  concur  that  most  homes  were  unlocked.  To  steal  from  a 


relative  or  a neighbor  was  unthinkable.  The  fear  of  getting  the  hell  beat 
out  of  you  for  going  downtown  was  non-existent.  To  be  responsible  for  our 
Brothers,  our  Sisters,  our  Mother  Earth,  and  to  forget  our  own  selfish 
needs,  that  is  what  it  is  all  about.  Realize  that  LOVE  AND  RESPECT  is  not  a 
privilege  GIVEN  to  us  by  someone,  it  is  a RIGHT,  a responsibility,  that  we 
carry  in  our  hearts  to  share  with  others.  "The  love  in  your  heart  wasn't 
put  there  to  stay.  Love  isn't  love  until  its  given  away." 

From  all  wind  directions  comes  the  one  common  theme  that  unites  us  all 
"The  Dream."  The  Dream  that  there  will  be  one  world,  one  peace,  one 
People.  THAT,  is  the  Dream.  We  are  all  different,  but  all  the  same,  for 
the  ceremony  is  to  hold  sacred  our  belief  in  a Creator.  One  that  unites 
us.  It  does  not  matter  if  the  words  are  spoken  in  Lakota,  Algonquin, 
Wampanoag,  Narragansett . NipMuc,  Abenaki,  Spanish,  French,  English  all 
speak  their  sovereign  language  to  one  purpose  to  unite  call  together  all 
in  peace  and  healing. 

But  above  All,  You  should  understand  that  there  can  never  be  peace  between 
nations  until  you  understand  the  true  peace,  that  inter-tribal  peace  which, 
as  I have  often  felt  is  within  the  souls  of  man. 

It  is  not  that  we  own  the  land;  we  can't  own  the  land,  it's  not  ours  to  own. 
Regardless  of  how  many  taxes  you  pay  on  a house,  it  is  not  yours.  You  can't 
stop  an  ant  from  walking  across  the  border  or  an  eagle  from  going  across  the 
ocean  and  you  cannot  do  that  to  a human  being." 

First!  Please  understand  that  while  I consider  myself  a traditional  Native 
American,  My  definition  and  explanation  is  not  going  to  be  exactly  the  same 
as  every  other  person's. 

Tribal  differences,  and  differences  of  practice  do  exist  among  us.  The 
Sacred  Hoop  is  a SYMBOL,  A way  to  visualize  a very  complex  yet  simple 
concept.  This  concept  underlies  a form  of  thinking  that  is  foreign  to  most 
modern  Americans  (even  a lot  of  us  Indians).  It  is  sometimes  necessary  to 
work  hard  at  setting  aside  modern  cultural  adaptations  to  encompass  it. 

The  Sacred  Hoop  represents  the  "Circle  of  Life"  Some  like  to  call  it 
"interconnectedness."  Remember,  a hoop  or  circle  has  no  beginning  and  no 
end,  when  you  reach  the  end  you  are  at  the  beginning.  Dust  as  the  seasons 
evolve  from  Spring  to  summer  to  fall  to  winter  to  spring,  so  do  our  lives 
evolve  with  the  seasons.  From  conception,  to  youth,  to  middle  age,  to  old 
age.  We  do  not  know  from  where  we  come  at  conception,  nor  do  we  know  exactly 
where  we  go  at  death.. but  it  is  most  likely  the  same  place,  thus  completing 
the  circle. 

For  some  Native  Americans  it  also  represents  the  "Hoop  of  the  Nation"  the 
interconnectedness  of  each  member  of  the  tribe  to  every  other  member  of  the 
tribe . 

For  our  ancestors  this  was  a natural  way  of  thinking,  circular  rather  than 
the  customary  Linear  style  of  thinking  that  was  predominant  in  most  of  the 
early  white  settlers  who  arrived  here.  The  responsibilities  conveyed  by  the 
concept  of  the  Sacred  Hoop  are  enormous.  If  the  cycle  is  disturbed,  all  LIFE 
is  disturbed  in  some  way.  This  concept  underlies  all  of  Native  American 
religion  and  culture. 

These  ideals  will  only  return  when  there  is  family  unity  and  inter-tribal 
unity  amongst  the  Native  people,  a time  when  families  and  human  beings  can 
sit  around  the  council  fire  together  and  accept  each  other  regardless  of 
tribal  affiliation. 

We  must  bring  back  INTER-TRIBAL  and  FAMILY  UNITY 

Those  of  you  that  know  me  know  that  I have  never  asked  anything  to  teach, 
to  share,  to  pass  on  the  words  of  those  before  us.  But,  now  I do  ask  for 
something.  I ask  that  all  of  you  join  us  in  the  re-affirmation  of 
inter-tribal  and  family  unity.  I ask  you  please  stop  the  arguments,  please 
stop  tearing  our  nations  apart  by  the  pettiness  of  quarreling  amongst 
ourselves . 

For  some  of  us,  our  flaming  star  will  soon  be  extinguished.  Would  it  not  be 
a beautiful  thing  to  see  all  our  brothers  and  sisters,  once  again  talking 
and  sharing  their  heritage  together  before  that  happens? 

Now  that  I have  deliberately  provoked  my  enemies  with  new  information  and 
different  opinions,  and  also  regarding  my  feelings  towards  truth  and  myths. 

I feel  that  it  is  necessary  to  try  and  reach  beyond  the  myths  for  some 
degree  of  historic  truth. 


I am  called  Looking  Glass  Speaker  for  the  So.  New  England  Abenaki  Council, 
and  as  the  "Holiday  Season"  approaches  I send  you  my  sincere  regards 
during  this  the  season  of  popping  trees.  Although  I may  not  practice 
Christianity  I do  believe  in  the  Creator  and  share  with  you  many  of  the 
Creators  Gifts  of  Honesty,  Love,  Respect,  Sharing,  Wisdom,  and  Humility. 
Although  I personally  refrain  from  celebrating  Christmas,  this  time  of  year 
almost  always  fills  me  with  a certain  amount  of  happiness.  I enjoy  seeing 
the  growing  excitement  of  the  children  and  a feeling  of  a sense  of  warmth 
among  some  adults  as  they  suddenly  realize  that  this  is  a time  of  sharing, 
and  demonstrating  compassion  and  good  will. 

A needed  disclaimer.  I can  not,  and  do  not  imply  that  I speak  for  all 
Indians.  I speak  only  for  my  family  and  the  elders  and  people  of  the  So. 

New  England  Abenaki  Council. 

KASSIWI  WA18NEMAG  ALOKAMUK  WIG8DAMIWI 
(willingly  we  must  work  together) 

ADIO,  WLI  NANAWALMEZI 
(goodbye,  take  care  of  yourself) 

I am  Pipinawjak8gan  aka  Looking  Glass  and  I have  spoken  Aho 

"RE : EZLN  Communique"  

Date:  6:24  PM  Dec  9,  1996 
From:  moonlight@igc.apc.org 
Sub j : EZLN  Communique  translation 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation 
Mexico,  December  7,  1996 
For:  Ernesto  Zedillo  Ponce  de  Leon 
Los  Pinos,  Mexico,  D.F. 

Mister  Zedillo, 

It  has  been  two  years  since  1994  when  I wrote  you  a letter  where  I welcomed 
you  to  the  nightmare.  Time  has  proven  my  reasoning  correct  and  a series  of 
circumstances  have  "democratized"  the  nightmare  until  it  has  become  a 
reality  for  millions  of  Mexicans.  The  obstinacy  of  continuing  an  absurd  and 
criminal  economic  model,  in  addition  to  the  closure  of  spaces  of  political 
participation  for  all  citizens,  have  not  only  left  unresolved  the  nightmare 
suffered  by  indigenous  people  but  have  also  generalized  poverty, 
delinquency,  and  authoritarianism.  Today  there  are  more  and  more  poor 
Mexicans,  and  there  are  less  but  more  rich  Mexicans.  Poor  in  democracy  and 
justice,  the  majority  of  Mexicans  must  choose  between  desperation  and 
hopelessness.  But  this  is  not  why  I am  writing  to  you.  I am  writing  in 
order  to  respond  to  the  message  sent  through  the  legislators  of  the 
Commission  for  Concordance  and  Pacification  which  you  sent  today. 

We  know  you  will  receive  many  criticisms  for  having  sent  us  a personal 
message.  Many  will  tell  you  that,  as  head  of  the  federal  Executive  branch, 
there  is  no  reason  why  you  should  personally  communicate  with  an 
organization  of  rebel  citizens.  We  refrain  from  criticizing  it,  and  we  also 
acknowledge  it.  We  salute  the  fact  that  the  message  you  sent  was  not  a 
threat  or  a message  of  war,  but  an  acknowledgment  of  the  transcendental 
significance  of  the  constitutional  reforms  implied  in  the  resolution  of 
indigenous  issues.  We  acknowledge  your  need  to  take  it  under  advisement  in 
order  to  secure  it.  You  have  asked  us  to  understand  the  nature  of  your 
doubts  and  fears,  and  to  understand  your  need  for  time  in  order  to  clarify 
the  ones  and  dissipate  the  others.  Our  indigenous  leaders  agree  to  wait  for 
that  period  in  order  that  the  results  be  better  and  firmer. 

I am  sure  that  you  understand  that  we  distrust  this  new  delay  in  the  peace 
process.  We  do  so  not  only  because  your  delegates  always  accuse  us  of 
drawing  out  the  negotiations  and  delaying  the  implementation  of  agreements. 
We  do  so  above  all,  because  we  remember  February  9th  of  1995.  Days  before,  a 


message  from  you  had  arrived  in  the  hands  of  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  ratifying  your  will  for  peace.  But  it  was  the  prelude  for  the 
military  and  police  offensive  against  us. 

In  response  to  our  distrust,  the  legislators  of  Cocopa  have  insisted  that 
you  are  committed  to  avoiding  any  military  or  police  offensive  against  us 
and  to  continue  on  the  path  of  dialogue.  Is  this  so.  Mister  Zedillo?  The 
legislators  say  you  cannot  imagine  federal  soldiers  persecuting  and  killing 
indigenous  people.  Well  then,  that  question  should  be  asked  of  the 
indigenous  of  northern  Chiapas.  If  this  is  so,  this  protects  99%  of  the 
EZLN  and  we  understand  that  the  other  one  per  cent  of  us  who  are  not 
indigenous,  including  myself,  should  rinse  out  our  ski-masks. 

Another  fear  we  harbor,  unfounded  surely,  is  that  the  time  period  will  be 
used  in  order  to  launch  a media  campaign  against  the  agreements  of  San 
Andres.  Already  the  stupidity  has  occurred  to  someone  to  call  the 
constitutional  reforms  elaborated  by  the  Cocopa  tantamount  to  "balkanizing" 
the  sovereignty  of  the  nation,  that  they  grant  "jurisdiction"  to  the 
indigenous,  et  cetera.  You  have  sufficient  money  to  purchase  in  cash,  and 
not  in  small  payments,  intellect,  voices  and  pens  to  lie  to  the  Nation. 

Will  you  do  this.  Mister  Zedillo? 

You  are  correct  in  pointing  out  that  the  constitutional  reforms  in 
indigenous  rights  are  fundamental  ones  and  mark  the  future  of  this  nation. 

Go  ahead,  take  it  under  advisement.  Do  not  fear  taking  the  historic  step 
which  we  all  await  and  which  will  give  great  importance  to  the  peace  process 
in  Mexico. 

I believe  that  now  it  is  clear  that  your  men  deceive  you.  They  "disorient" 
you,  as  we  say  over  here.  During  the  entire  process  of  the  dialogue  and 
negotiation,  you  have  not  had  a real  vision  of  what  was  happening.  They  have 
sought  at  all  times  to  benefit  themselves  by  manipulating  the  conflict, 
drawing  it  out,  throwing  it  into  crisis,  deforming  it.  Yesterday  they  lied 
about  the  role  of  the  Conai  and  today  they  will  attempt  to  slander  the 
Cocopa.  They  do  not  care  if  the  peace  process  fails  or  if  they  provoke  the 
beginning  of  the  war.  They  are  betting  they  can  take  your  place  in  that 
residence  of  Los  Pinos.  Today  they  provoked  a new  crisis,  which  was  harmful 
to  the  Cocopa,  entity  to  which  you  have  given  your  trust  , and  they  gained  a 
new  delay  in  the  arrival  of  peace.  Mister  Zedillo,  who  is  to  blame  for  this 
crisis  and  these  obstacles?  What  will  you  do  so  that  these  men  are 
accountable? 

We  want  to  believe  that  your  personal  message,  sent  through  the  Cocopa,  is 
also  a message  that  you  are  willing  to  take  directly  into  your  hands  the 
solution  to  the  war  in  the  Mexican  southeast.  If  this  is  so,  it  would  be 
best.  Your  men  do  not  want  to  resolve  the  conflict,  they  want  to 
"administer"  it  in  their  own  benefit  and  this  will  not  allow  rapid  and  firm 
advances . 

In  regards  to  the  constitutional  reforms  presented  by  the  Cocopa,  I only 
remind  you  that  this  initiative  is  based  on  that  which  your  government  and 
our  EZLN  signed  as  agreements.  They  do  not  represent  our  position,  but  they 
also  do  not  represent  that  of  the  government.  They  synthesize  reforms  which 
your  representatives  and  ours  signed  as  commitments.  Upon  accepting 
Cocopa's  initiative,  we  will  honor  our  word.  Will  you  do  the  same.  Mister 
Zedillo? 

>In  regards  to  these  constitutional  reforms  we  have  nothing  more  to  add. 

The  negotiations  table  is  mounted  on  top  of  the  blood  of  our  dead.  Their 
death  won  us  the  right  to  speak  and  to  be  listened  to.  Instead  of  saying 
only  our  word,  we  summoned  some  of  the  best  men  and  women  of  this  country, 
well-versed  on  the  theme  of  "Indigenous  Rights  and  Culture".  Participants 
included  lucid  thinkers,  great  indigenous  leaders,  renowned  jurists, 
writers,  painters,  musicians,  poets,  specialists  in  each  of  the  topics,  a 
rainbow  of  thinking  in  all.  I know  that  you  are  not  familiar  with  the 
results  of  so  much  knowledge  and  creativity,  but  you  may  review  the 
materials  and  learn  that  they  very  valuable. 

The  result  was  not  a victory,  but  a fortune  of  creation,  to  which,  and  I 
mention  it  in  passing,  the  government  representatives  contributed  little  or 
nothing.  All  the  arguments  are  there  and  there  is  no  point  in  repeating  them. 

We  have  no  more  to  give.  In  this  process  there  is  reason,  history  and 
dignity.  All  we  can  add  is  more  blood.  We  still  have  a great  deal  of  life 


to  give.  We  are  willing  to  give  up  the  blood  of  thousands  of  men  and  women 
so  that  the  Mexican  nation  can  understand  that  it  cannot  be  unconstitutional 
in  regards  to  the  debt  it  owes  its  indigenous  people.  The  nation  must 
recognize  them  in  its  supreme  law,  and  give  them  the  rightful  place  they 
deserve  next  to  all  other  Mexicans. 

Is  more  blood  necessary.  Mister  Zedillo? 

Vale.  Health  and  may  reason  and  history  be  the  advisors  and  not  arrogance 
and  ignorance. 

From  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast 
Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos 

Translated  by:  Cecilia  Rodriguez,  National  Center  for  Democracy,  Liberty 
and  lustice,  USA. 
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DAY  OF  MOURNING:  NATIVE  PROTEST  STOPS  PILGRIMS'  PROGRESS 
By  Workers  World 
Boston  bureau 
Plymouth,  Mass. 

More  than  400  Native  people  and  their  supporters  seized  the  streets  Nov. 

28  and  forced  the  Pilgrims'  Progress  re-enactment  to  retreat. 

The  march  was  well-disciplined  and  militant.  It  involved  people  ranging  in 
age  from  young  children  to  elders  in  their  70's. 

Native-led,  its  participants  included  many  African  American,  Latino, 

Asian,  and  white  supporters  as  well.  It  was  the  worst  nightmare  of  the 
town  fathers  of  Plymouth  and  of  its  tourism  industry. 

Since  1970,  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  and  their  supporters 
have  observed  the  National  Day  of  Mourning  in  Plymouth.  National  Day  of 
Mourning  is  a commemoration  of  the  struggles  and  history  of  indigenous 
peoples  from  throughout  the  Americas. 

EXPOSING  THE  MYTHS 

In  particular,  it  targets  the  mythology  perpetuated  in  Plymouth  and 
throughout  the  U.S.  that  the  Pilgrims  were  wonderful  people  who  came  to 
Massachusetts  only  in  search  of  religious  freedom  and  that  Native  people 
lived  happily  ever  after. 

According  to  UAINE  co-leader  Moonanum  lames  of  the  Wampanoag  nation:  "The 
pilgrims  came  to  these  shores  to  establish  a capitalist  venture  and 
settlement  here.  They  stole  land  from  Native  people,  were  completely 
intolerant  of  Native  culture  and  spirituality,  and  participated  in 
numerous  forays  where  they  murdered  indigenous  people." 

In  fact,  the  first  official  Day  of  Thanksgiving  was  declared  by  Gov. 
William  Bradford  in  1637  to  celebrate  the  safe  return  of  members  of  the 
Plymouth  Colony  who  went  to  Connecticut  to  participate  in  the  massacre  of 
hundreds  of  Pequots  at  Mystic. 

The  National  Day  of  Mourning  observance  began  at  noon  on  Cole's  Hill  in 
Plymouth  Center  with  words  and  prayers  from  Penobscot  elder  Sam  Sapiel. 
Native  speakers  addressed  various  issues. 

Ernie  Stevens  Sr.  (Oneida)  and  others  stressed  the  need  to  rededicate 


ourselves  to  freeing  our  brother  Leonard  Peltier,  a Native  political 
prisoner  who  has  been  unjustly  imprisoned  for  more  than  20  years. 

luan  Gonzalez  read  a statement  of  solidarity  from  the  Mayan  elders,  and  he 
and  his  teenage  daughter  both  noted  that  there  can  be  no  borders  in  the 
indigenous  struggle. 

Ojibwe  elder  Millie  Noble  spoke  of  the  terrible  conditions  facing  Native 
people  now,  such  as  high  unemployment  and  continued  racist  repression  by 
the  government. 

UAINE  co-leader  Mahtowin  spoke  of  the  loss  of  a generation  of  warriors  due 
to  the  AIDS  crisis.  She  also  said  that  "probably  the  most  important  thing 
UAINE  did  all  year  was  to  go  to  Washington  on  Oct.  12  to  show  our 
solidarity  with  our  immigrant  sisters  and  brothers.  How  dare  these 
pilgrims  in  this  U.S.  government  call  some  people  illegal?" 

MUSKETS  AND  BIBLES 

Shortly  after  1 p.m.,  the  Pilgrims  Progress  Parade--a  re-enactment  of  the 
Pilgrims  going  to  church  in  Plymouth  with  muskets  and  bibles  in  hand-- 
kicked  off  and  marched  to  the  site  of  Plymouth  Rock,  immediately  down  the 
hill  from  where  the  National  Day  of  Mourning  participants  were  gathered. 

Since  1921,  the  march  has  been  held  in  the  morning.  The  change  of  time 
this  year  was  a slap  in  the  face  to  UAINE  organizers,  as  it  happened  right 
in  the  middle  of  National  Day  of  Mourning  observance. 

Instantly,  UAINE  leaders  called  for  everyone  to  form  into  a line  to  march, 
with  the  women  and  children  leading  the  way.  The  march  went  down  a block 
and  swung  into  the  street  where  the  pilgrims  had  begun  to  ascend  the 
hill. 

At  first,  the  pilgrims  continued  forward,  but  then  they  stopped  as  it 
quickly  became  clear  to  them  that  they  were  vastly  outnumbered  and 
outmaneuvered,  even  with  dozens  of  cops  protecting  them. 

Every  time  the  cops  tried  to  grab  the  leadership  of  the  UAINE  march,  a 
swarm  of  protesters  immediately  separated  the  cops  from  the  leadership. 

The  Plymouth  cops  didn't  know  what  had  hit  them. 

The  UAINE  march  then  continued  up  the  hill,  blocking  the  major  intersection 
at  Main  Street.  The  cops  allowed  the  Pilgrims  to  go  down  Main  Street.  Then 
the  UAINE  marchers  turned  on  a dime,  quickly  reversed  their  direction  and 
followed  behind  the  pilgrims,  chanting,  "Pilgrims  progress  we  say  no, 
racism  has  got  to  go!" 

The  pilgrims  were  forced  to  cancel  the  rest  of  their  activities  and 
retreated  to  the  Mayflower  Society  house. 

'LET'S  GO  TO  THE  ROCK' 

UAINE  leaders  then  shouted,  "Let's  go  to  the  rock!"  And  the  march  proceed 
ed  to  Plymouth  Rock.  Children  were  invited  to  come  forward  and  take  a 
swing  at  racism  by  striking  a Pilgrim  pinata. 

Once  the  pinata  was  broken  open,  the  children  found  inside  symbols  of  the 
oppression  that  the  pilgrims  had  brought  with  them:  money,  police  badges, 
toy  soldiers,  handcuffs  and  chains  representing  the  enslavement  of 
African-Americans  and  the  oppression  of  women,  and  alcohol  ads 
representing  the  government's  use  of  alcohol  and  drugs  such  as  crack  to 
destroy  the  oppressed  communities. 

These  were  thrown  down  on  Plymouth  rock,  and  a number  of  protesters  then 
spat  on  the  rock  to  show  their  hatred  for  that  symbol. 

The  lead  banner  UAINE  used  for  the  march  sums  up  the  day  perfectly.  It 
shows  the  four  directions--red,  black,  yellow,  and  white- -representing  all 
of  humanity  and  says:  "We  are  not  vanishing.  We  are  not  conquered.  We  are 
as  strong  as  ever." 

(Copyright  Workers  World  Service:  Permission  to  reprint  granted  if  source 
is  cited.  For  more  information  contact  Workers  World,  55  W.  17  St.,  NY,  NY 
10011;  via  e-mail:  ww@wwpublish.com.  For  subscription  info  send  message 
to:  ww-info@wwpublish.com.  Web:  http://www.workers.org/) 
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2100  AT  ALCATRAZ  "UNTHANKSGIVING"  RALLY 

By  Gloria  La  Riva 
San  Francisco 

Over  2,100  people  rode  by  ferry  for  the  21st  annual  sunrise 
"Unthanksgiving"  ceremony  on  Alcatraz  Island  in  San  Francisco  Bay. 

The  event,  organized  by  the  International  Indian  Treaty  Council,  featured 
drums,  ceremonial  dance  and  prayer  by  various  Indian  nations. 

Dennis  Banks,  American  Indian  Movement's  national  field  director,  presided 
over  the  ceremonies,  which  included  the  Porno  Dancers,  Aztec  dancers,  and 
All  Nations  Singers. 

After  the  Porno  dancers--mostly  young  children--danced  in  the  cold  morning 
fog,  author  Alice  Walker  gave  tribute  to  them,  saying,  "There  is  so  much 
to  be  thankful  for,  for  the  fact  that  the  women  of  Native  people  brought 
up  their  children  in  such  beauty  and  glory  and  to  be  strong." 

Banks  explained  the  historic  significance  of  the  takeover  of  Alcatraz 
Island  by  Indian  activists  in  1969,  one  of  the  sparks  that  forged  the 
Indian  liberation  movement  in  the  U.S.  "[The  takeover  in]  1969  was  a huge 
statement  about  how  we  felt  about  the  government  and  our  land.  We  moved  to 
reclaim  it  and  purify  it,  and  held  it  for  18  months. 

"This  notorious  Alcatraz  first  housed  political  prisoners.  The  very  first 
were  19  Hopi  men  and  women  from  Arizona  who  refused  to  send  their  children 
to  government  schools.  They  made  the  Hopi  suffer  here,  tried  to  conquer 
their  ways,  but  they  couldn't  do  it." 

'BRING  PELTIER  HOME' 

Banks  reminded  the  crowd  of  the  struggle  to  free  AIM  leader  and  political 
prisoner  Leonard  Peltier,  incarcerated  for  over  21  years  in  federal 
prison.  "There's  one  Indian  still  sitting  in  these  prisons.  Let  him  free! 
Bring  Peltier  home!" 

The  following  Saturday  in  San  Francisco's  Maritime  Hall,  a music  concert 
launched  the  national  "Christmas  Clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier"  tour.  It 
featured  renowned  singer  Floyd  Red  Crow  Westerman  and  other  musicians. 

Dennis  Banks,  head  of  the  "Bring  Peltier  Home"  campaign  and  tour  sponsors, 
did  a count-down,  saying,  "We  hope  this  is  the  last  campaign  that  we  have 
to  do  to  win  brother  Leonard  his  freedom." 

Peltier  was  convicted  in  an  FBI  frame-up  for  the  deaths  of  two  FBI  agents 
in  a shoot-out  at  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South  Dakota  in  1975. 

In  subsequent  court  hearings,  prosecutors  have  admitted  they  don't  know 
who  fired  the  shots.  But  the  courts  have  refused  to  give  Peltier  a 
retrial  or  pardon. 

Peltier  supporters  hope  that  President  Clinton  will  grant  clemency  by 
year's  end.  One  million  signatures  have  been  sent  in  the  last  year  to  the 
White  House,  asking  clemency  for  Peltier. 

For  information  on  the  concert  tour  and  "Bring  Peltier  Home"  campaign, 
call  (606)  581-9456. 

(Copyright  Workers  World  Service:  Permission  to  reprint  granted  if  source 
is  cited.  For  more  information  contact  Workers  World,  55  W.  17  St.,  NY,  NY 


10011;  via  e-mail:  ww@wwpublish.com.  For  subscription  info  send  message 
to:  ww-info@wwpublish.com.  Web:  http://www.workers.org/) 


"RE : Red  Ink  Student  Journal"  

Date:  Tue,  3 Dec  1996  18:44:05  -0700 

From:  cmilda@goodnet.com  (Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)) 

Sub j : Red  Ink  student  journal  from  University  of  Arizona 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ This  article,  which  contains  a solicitation  for  subscriptions,  is  being 
transmitted  with  that  solicitation  information  intact  because  it  is  a 
non-profit  publication.  NativeNet  does  not  accept  ordinary  commercial 
advertising  or  appeals  for  funds.  --Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us)  ] 

The  fall  1996  issue  of  RED  INK:  A Native  American  Student  Publication  is 
hot  off  the  press  and  is  now  available.  This  publication  is,  as  far  as  we 
know,  the  only  native  student  run  journal  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  We 
feature  a variety  of  topics,  as  well  as  a variety  of  formats,  this  issue 
has  articles  on  gaming,  stereotypes,  and  archeology,  as  well  as  poetry, 
fiction  & non-fiction,  book  reviews,  and  artwork. 

RED  INK'S  goal  is  to  provide  an  opportunity  to  publish  works  by  native 
writers  in  all  fields.  We  also  publish  work  by  non-native  scholars  who 
are  interested  in  native  issues;  however,  we  strive  to  publish  native 
authors  as  much  as  we  can,  and  generally  don't  publish  creative  writing  by 
non-natives.  Our  contributors  are  from  all  over  the  US  and  Canada.  Among 
the  tribes/nations/people  represented  are  Cherokee,  Comanche,  Inupiaq, 
Lakota,  Navajo  and  Passamaquoddy . 

Why  this  blatant  plug?  Two  reasons:  First,  we  need  your  support.  By 
subscribing  to  RED  INK  (at  $10  for  2 issues  a year,  100  pages  an  issue,  a 
real  bargain)  you  help  support  a forum  for  native  writers;  although  we 
receive  support  from  the  University  of  Arizona,  we  have  been  instructed  to 
become  more  self-sufficient  and  bring  in  more  revenue.  If  any  of  you  have 
seen  RED  INK  you  know  we  strive  to  put  out  a high  quality  publication. 

This  costs  money,  as  50  percent  of  our  budget  goes  toward  printing.  Also, 
our  editorial  board  is  all-volunteer,  composed  of  9 students  (8  of  them 
native)  from  the  University  of  AZ.  Subscriptions  help  keep  the  journal 
running. 

The  second  reason  is  that  we  are  looking  for  contributors  as  well.  One 
of  the  reasons  we  revived  RED  INK  in  1993  was  to  provide  native  students 
(primarily  graduate  & undergraduate)  who  are  just  starting  out  an 
opportunity  to  have  their  work  published.  While  we  have  published  work  by 
such  well  known  writers  as  Adrian  Louis,  Maurice  Kenny  and  Gloria  Bird,  we 
have  also  published  writings  by  students  as  young  as  10,  and  artwork  by 
several  high  school  students.  We  especially  need  scholarly  articles,  as 
many  of  our  most  recent  contributions  in  that  area  have  been  by 
non-natives . 

We  also  publish  book  reviews,  and  we  have  a small  library  of  recent  books, 
available  (for  free!)  to  anyone  who  wishes  to  write  a review.  Guidelines 
for  submitting  to  RED  INK  can  be  found  in  the  latest  issue,  which  is 
available  for  5 dollars.  (Or  you  can  contact  us,  and  we'll  be  happy  to 
send  you  flyers  on  contributing,  or  subscribing.) 

To  contact  RED  INK  for  more  info  on  subscribing  or  submitting,  our  address 
is : 

RED  INK 

American  Indian  Studies  Programs 
1615  East  Seventh  Street 
the  University  of  Arizona 
Tucson,  AZ  85719 
phone:  (520)  622-3504 
fax:  (520)  791-3735 

email  address:  redink@ccit.arizona.edu 
Thank  you  for  your  support. 


- — "RE:  Native  America  Calling"  — - 

Date:  Fri,  6 Dec  1996  17:38:34  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Bernadette  Chato  <chato@unm . edu> 

Sub j : Schedule  for  Native  America  Calling 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Flere's  the  latest  schedule  for  ^Native  America  Calling.*  Since  we  produce 
a new  show  every  day,  we  are  always  looking  for  knowledgeable  people 
(preferably  Native  Americans)  to  be  guests  on  our  show.  If  you  have  a 
recommendation  for  a guest  after  reading  the  topics  for  upcoming  shows, 
please  e-mail  our  producer  directly  at  harlan@unm.edu.  Your  help  is 
appreciated . 

A list  of  stations  follows  the  schedule.  If  you  want  to  find  out  more 
about  coverage  in  your  area,  please  follow  instructions  given. 

Thanks.  BC 


To:  NEWS  DIRECTORS,  PROGRAM  DIRECTORS,  GENERAL  MANAGERS 

Fr:  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 

Dt:  DECEMBER  5,  1996 

Re:  SCHEDULE  FOR  DECEMBER  9-20,  1996 

Native  America  Calling,  the  first  national  call-in  radio  program 
to  focus  on  Native  issues,  began  daily  one-hour  feeds  on  6/5/95. 
Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 

Channel  Info:  Digital  Frequency  B68.2 

Galaxy  4,  Transponder  B 
Broadcast  Rights: 

Each  program  is  designed  for  live  use.  The  fee  to  carry  NATIVE 
AMERICA  CALLING  is  determined  on  whether  the  station  is  a member 
of  AIROS.  There  is  a set  fee  for  AIROS  members;  if  not  a member, 
fee  is  based  on  station's  annual  revenue. 


****  PROGRAM  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  **** 
Watch  the  DACS  or  your  FAX  for  updates!! 


Host:  Tom  Beaver 

Wellness  Host:  Sharon  McConnell 

Program  Schedule  For  12/9  - 12/13: 

Mon  - 12/9:  Current  Events: 

loin  us  as  we  thumb  through  the  headlines  and  look  at  current 
events  around  the  nation.  What  are  the  national  news  stories 
that  have  caught  your  attention?  Which  stories  impact  Indian 
Country?  Call  and  inform  us  about  news  in  your  community?  NAC 
Features  Producer  Bernadette  Chato  will  join  in  the  discussion. 
Tues  - 12/10:  Black  Market  Eagles: 

The  Eagle  population  is  on  the  rise... and  so  is  their  value  on 
the  black  market.  Eight  natives  were  recently  arrested  for 
allegedly  killing  these  precious  birds  with  intent  to  sell  their 
feathers  and  parts.  Are  native  people  killing  eagles  for  more 
than  religious  purposes?  Guests  include  Alfred  Yazzie  of  the 
Navajo  Nation. 

Wed  - 12/11:  Capitol  Hill  News: 

Will  John  McCain  remain  as  chairman  of  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs 
Committee?  Will  a native  be  appointed  to  the  federal  gaming 
commission?  Will  Ada  Deer  keep  her  position  as  head  of  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs?  loin  our  lawyers  roundtable  as  we 
discuss  news  from  our  nation's  capitol?  Guests  include  D.C. 
attorney  Hans  Walker. 

Thurs  - 12/12:  Chemical  Dumping  in  Indian  Country: 

Indian  reservations  are  being  viewed  as  possible  sites  for 
storage  of  toxic  waste  and  chemicals.  How  can  anyone  be  sure 
that  these  storage  sites  are  safe?  Are  tribes  seriously 
considering  storing  radioactive  waste  on  their  lands?  Guests 
include  nuclear-free  activist  Grace  Thorpe. 


Fri  - 12/13:  Wellness  Edition. . .Diabetes: 

It's  been  a killer  among  native  people  for  decades.  How  can  we 
combat  this  deadly  disease?  What  steps  can  you  and  your  family 
take  to  make  sure  you're  safe  from  diabetes?  Guests  TBA. 

Program  Schedule  For  12/16  - 12/20: 

Mon  - 12/16:  Canada's  First  Nations: 

The  Musqueam  Indians  of  British  Columbia  have  their  sights  set 
on  regaining  a portion  of  their  ancestral  lands  - all  of 
downtown  Vancouver.  The  Canadian  government  is  willing  to 
negotiate  a new  treaty.  Is  it  time  for  all  tribes  to 
renegotiate  their  treaties?  Guests  include  Canadian  Minister 
of  Indian  Affairs  Ron  Irwin  and  Musqueam  Chief  Hoe  Becker. 

Tues  - 12/17:  Women  in  Tribal  Politics: 

Tribes  throughout  North  America  are  still  hanging  onto 
traditional  systems  of  running  their  affairs.  But  do  these 
systems  discriminate  against  women? 

Wed  - 12/18:  Homeless  for  the  Holiday's: 

Could  you  imagine  being  alone,  without  a home  during  this 
holiday  season.  It's  a reality  for  many  natives.  What  can  be 
done  to  ensure  the  homeless  are  not  left  out  in  the  cold? 

Thurs  - 12/19:  Pollution  in  the  Everglades: 

The  runoff  from  farming  pesticides  and  insecticides  is  causing 
concern  among  environmentalists  in  the  Florida  Everglades.  But 
farming  is  big  business,  for  tribes  as  well.  Will  the  two  sides 
reach  a middle  ground?  Special  report  by  NAC  correspondent  Tanya 
Ott. 

Fri  - 12/20:  Home  for  the  Holiday's: 

Many  native  communities  celebrate  the  Christmas  season  with 
community  events.  This  helps  to  create  a healthier  sense  of 
community  for  both  families  and  individuals?  What  community 
activities  are  you  involved  in  during  the  holidays? 

<<<<<<  >>>>>> 

^Native  America  Calling*  is  produced  and  directed  by  Harlan 
McKosato  (Sac  and  Fox  from  Oklahoma).  Tom  Beaver  (Muscogee 
Creek  from  Minnesota)  is  Host/Associate  Producer,  and  Features 
Producer/Editor  is  Bernadette  Chato. 

*NAC*  is  a production  of  Native  American  Public 
Telecommunications,  Inc.  Offices  for  *Native  America  Calling* 
are  located  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  The  program  is  produced 
at  the  studios  of  KUNM  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico.  The 
staff  of  *Native  America  Calling*  can  be  reached  at  505-277-5201 
or  by  fax  at  505-277-4286.  Address  correspondence  to  PO  Box 
40164,  Albuquerque,  NM  87196,  or  e-mail  to  native@unm.edu. 

For  information  on  how  your  local  public  radio  station  can  carry 
the  program,  call  John  Belindo,  AIROS  at  1-800-571-6885  or  e- 
mail  to  his  attention  to  jbelindo@unlinfo.unl.edu. 


RADIO  STATIONS  AIRING  *NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING* 


Produced  in  Albuquerque,  NM 


KABR 

1500 

AM 

Alamo,  New  Mexico 

KBRW 

680 

AM 

Barrow,  Alaska 

KBSU 

730 

AM 

Boise,  Idaho 

KCIE 

90.5 

FM 

Dulce,  New  Mexico 

KCUK 

88.1 

FM 

Chevak,  Alaska 

KEYA 

88.5 

FM 

Belcourt,  North  Dakota 

KGHR 

91.5 

FM 

Tuba  City,  Arizona 

KGLP 

91.7 

FM 

Gallup,  New  Mexico 

KGVA 

88.1 

FM 

Fort  Belknap,  Montana 

KIDE 

91.3 

FM 

Hoopa,  California 

KILI 

90.1 

FM 

Porcupine,  South  Dakota 

KNBA 

90.3 

FM 

Anchorage,  Alaska 

KNSA 

930 

AM 

Unalakleet,  Alaska 

KOTZ 

720 

AM 

Kotzebue,  Alaska 

KRCL 

90.9 

FM 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

KSKA 

91.1 

FM 

Anchonage,  Alaska 

KSKO 

870 

AM 

McGnath,  Alaska 

KSUT 

91.3 

FM 

Ignacio,  Colonado 

KTDB 

89.7 

FM 

Pinehill,  New  Mexico 

KUNM 

89.9 

FM 

Albuquenque,  New  Mexico 

KWSO 

91.9 

FM 

Wanm  Spnings,  Onegon 

KYUK 

640 

AM 

Bethel,  Alaska 

WYRU 

1160 

AM 

Red  Spnings,  Nonth  Canolina 

Most  stations  canny  *Native  Amenica  Calling*  live  at  1300-1359 
Eastenn  Time.  Howeven  some  stations  opt  to  ain  the  pnognam  on  tape  delay. 
Call  the  panticulan  station  fon  bnoadcast  time. 

If  you  do  not  see  a station  listed  fon  youn  anea,  considen  calling 
youn  local  public  nadio  station  to  ask  if  they  could  canny  it.  The  nates 
ane  VERY  neasonable.  Infonmation,  including  nates  and  a demo  tape,  on 
*Native  Amenica  Calling*  can  be  obtained  by  calling  John  Belindo, 
managen,  Amenican  Indian  Radio  on  Satellite  Netwonk  (AIROS)  at 
1-800-571-6885. 

# # # 


Bennadette  Chato,  Featunes  Pnoducen  Snail  Mail:  PO  Box  40164 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING  Albuquenque,  NM  87196 

The  Nation's  1st  Electnonic  Talking  Cincle  505-277-5354/FAX  505-277-4286 
Fleand  on  public  nadio  stations!  E-mail:  chato@unm.edu 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  NATIVELIT  FN-WK 
& NATIVE-L  listservers;  UUCP  & genie  email; 

Newsgroups : alt . native , can . politic s, soc .culture . native, 
ape . indig. info, igc . indig. Canada 


0 

o o 0 
0 
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Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  , don. rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"I  have  only  one  heart,  one  tongue.  Although  you  say,  "Go  to  another 
country",  my  heart  is  not  that  way.  I do  not  want  money  for  my  land. 

I am  here,  and  here  is  where  I am  going  to  be.  I will  not  part  with 
the  lands,  and  if  you  come  again  I will  say  the  same  thing.  I will 
not  part  with  my  lands." 

Umatilla  Chief  to  commission  sent  out  by  Commissioner  Brunot  in  1871 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

i ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe,  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  | 

[ of  the  Republic  | 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  j 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


[ so  that  my  forefathers  j 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  Interior  Department  states,  in  their  report  to  Congress,  they  are 
considering  options  for  settling  tribal  claims  including  an  economic 
development  fund  that  tribes  could  use  to  start  new  businesses. 

A similar  option  is  to  give  $300  million  directly  to  tribes  and  another 
$300  million  to  a federal  development  bank  for  Indians. 

The  BIA  admits  they  cannot  document  $2.4  billion  in  transactions 
involving  fund  over  the  past  20  years. 

Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  states  a settlement  is  the  "most 
effective,  expeditious,  economical  and  equitable  way  to  go"  and  will  make 
final  recommendations  in  April. 

Another  option  being  considered  is  to  provide  money  to  buy  and 
consolidate  Indian  lands  that  have  been  divided  by  inheritance  into  small 
parcels  over  the  past  100  years.  One  parcel  cited  in  a congressional 
report  is  the  equivalent  of  about  50  square  INCHES. 

This  amounts  to  original  allottee  lands  being  reclaimed  by  the  United 
States  Government  and  loss  of  these  lands  to  heirs  currently  living  on  them. 

First  Nations  must  awake  to  the  fact  that  there  is  movement  underway  to 
take  back  original  tribal  lands. 

For  far  too  long  the  people  of  the  First  nations  have  been  silent,  and 
this  "settlement"  is  the  reward  for  that  silence.  The  BIA  is  hoping  that 
the  silence  will  continue.  They  can  then  proceed  to  supply  the  "final" 
answer  to  the  "Indian  Question". 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

gars@netcom . com 
gars@juno.com 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@genie.com 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  fea 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Leonard  Needs  Help  Again 

- Clinton/Peltier 

- BIA  Dustice  or  Fraud? 

- No  More 

- Chippewas  of  Saugee 

- FBI  Covers  Up  Killing 

- Canada's  Shame 

- California  Burial  Decision 

- First  Nations  Will  Oppose  Indian 

- Indian  Country  in  Alaska 

- Minute  for  Peace  Day 

- UNATBC  File  Facts 


ured  in  this  issue  

Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Keweenaw  Bay  Red  Alert 

- Help  for  Skokomish  Tribe 

- Chiapas  Northern  Zone 

- We  Have  No  Word  for  Art 

- Native  America  Calling 


- Mayans  Attacked  by  Army 

- Natural  Feelings 

- Law  of  the  Seven  Fires 

- About  Healing 

- Poem:  An  Indian  Prayer  Christmas  Day 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 


"RE : Leonard  Needs  Help  Again"  

Date:  Wed,  11  Dec  1996  15:06:32  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 
Sub j : URGENT!!!  Leonard  needs  help  again!  And  still: 


UUCP  email 


O'siyo:  I just  talked  to  the  LPDC.  Leonard  is  being  hassled  again.  He  is 
having  a lot  of  pain,  with  his  jaw  problems,  and  his  eyes  watering  because 
of  it.  The  pain  is  sever,  and  the  job  he  has  at  the  prison  is  not  "light 
duty"  - he  is  in  the  factory.  The  pain  was  so  severe,  that  he  went  to  the 
prison  doctor  this  morning,  and  the  doctor  put  him  on  work  leave.  This 
afternoon,  the  prison  rescinded  that,  and  said  Leonard  is  "faking  the  pain". 
The  LPDC  feels  that  he  is  continuing  to  be  unduly  harassed,  to  try  to  get 
him  to  react,  and  therefore  mess  up  his  Clemency  hearing,  etc.  Plus,  he 
just  got  phone  privileges  back,  after  having  them  stopped  for  a whole 
month.  And  his  paralegal,  who  has  been  seeing  him  for  2 years  now,  is  no 
longer  allowed  to  see  him.  The  prison  is  asking  for  his  "credentials".  He 
has  been  asked  by  Leonard's  attorney's  to  act  as  Leonard's  paralegal,  he  is 
well  informed,  and  apparently,  that  is  all  he  needs.  He  is  authorized  to 
act  as  Leonard's  paralegal,  and  by  denying  him  visitation  with  Leonard, 
they  are  denying  Leonard  legal  counsel.  As  well  as  harassing  him.  He 
still  does  not  have  the  medical  records,  which  belong  to  _him_  anyway,  that 
he  has  requested  for  so  long.  Please  call  the  prison,  the  warden,  and  the 
president.  Let  the  warden  know  that  they  are  responsible  for  Leonard's 
safety  and  well-being,  and  they  will  be  _held_  responsible.  Let  them  know 
you  object  to  his  treatment. 

I know  it  seems  like  this  never  ends.  Imagine  how  Leonard  feels.  Please 
act,  and  spread  the  word. 

Much  thanks  for  your  caring  and  your  work!  (all  needed  info,  below) 

In  the  Spirit: 

Freedom  Heart 

Warden  Page  True 
Leavenworth  Prison 
913-682-8700 

Kathleen  Hawk  at  the 
Bureau  of  Prisons  (BOP) 

202-514-2000 

AND: 

Attorney  General  lanet  Reno 
202-514-4371 

President  Clinton 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Washington,  DC  20500 
Comment  line:  202-456-1111 
(F)  202-456-2461 
Email:  President@Whitehouse.gov 

Please  remember  also  the  Clemency  Campaign ...  and  please  remember  Leonard 
himself,  during  this  holiday  season.  You  can  send  soft  cover  books,  postal 
money  orders,  letters  and  cards  to  him  at: 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  Kansas  66048 
Thanks! 

"RE : Clinton/Peltier"  

Date:  12  Dec  1996  17:31:21  GMT 

From:  givers@badlands.NoDak.edu  (David  R.  Givers) 

Sub j : Clinton  Peltier  (2) 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

December  8,  1996 
205  6th  Ave  South 
Moorhead  MN  56560 


President  Bill  Clinton 
The  White  House 
Washington  DC 

Dear  Mr.  President, 

Releasing  Leonard  Peltier  from  prison  will  require  an  act  of  courage  and 
conscience.  Mr.  Peltier  has  demonstrated  his  own  courage.  He  has  endured 
nearly  20  years  of  imprisonment  stemming  from  a conviction  in  which  there 
was  government  misconduct  as  admitted  by  the  8th  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals.  However,  even  that  Court,  after  stating  that  the  government 
withheld  important  information  from  the  defense  lawyers,  could  not  find 
the  courage  to  at  least  order  a retrial. 

Mr.  Peltier  has  a much  larger  burden  to  bear  than  I.  None  the  less,  I too 
carry  the  self  imposed  responsibility  of  conscience,  for  life,  or  until 
Mr.  Peltier  is  released.  I have  been  writing  letters  to  you  and  to  your 
predecessors,  as  well  as  other  elected  officials,  asking  that  this  blight 
on  our  standards  of  justice  be  removed. 

I observed  much  of  the  trial.  I became  suspicious  of  the  government 
during  the  trial.  I now  know  beyond  a shadow  of  doubt,  from  the  Freedom 
of  Information  Act,  that  Mr.  Peltier  was  wrongfully  convicted  of  the 
charges  he  faced. 

We  are  considered  the  premier  protector  of  human  rights  and  human  dignity. 
Until  Mr.  Peltier  is  released,  our  reputation  is  tarnished  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world. 

The  United  Nations  has  dedicated  this  to  be  the  decade  of  Indigenous 
People.  At  a meeting  in  Geneva,  here  is  what  was  said: 

WHEREAS  Leonard  Peltier  is  known  worldwide  as  one  of  the  longest  held 
political  prisoners  and  is  supported  internationally  by:  55  members  of  the 
US-Congress,  60  members  of  the  Canadian  Parliament,  67  members  of  the 
Italian  Parliament,  48  members  of  the  Parliament  of  the  Netherlands,  312 
French  municipalities  and  communities,  165  presidents  of  Tribal  Councils  in 
the  US,  US-Senator  Daniel  Inouye,  Senator  Paul  Wellstone,  former  Appellant 
Court  Judge  Gerald  Heaney,  former  US  Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark,  Nobel 
Peace  Prize  Winners:  Rigoberta  Menchu  Turn,  Nelson  Mandela,  Desmond  Tutu, 
Amnesty  International  and  more  than  26  million  people  in  North  America, 
totaling  nearly  50  million  people  worldwide; 

THEREFORE  we,  the  participants  of  the  10th  European  Meeting  of  Support 
Groups  of  North  American  Indigenous  Peoples  gathered  in  Les  Geneveyes  sur 
Coffrane  near  Neuchatel,  Switzerland,  from  Duly  30th  to  August  1st,  1995, 
including  14  Indigenous  representatives  and  25  organizations  from  Austria, 
Belgium,  England,  France,  Germany,  Italy,  Netherlands,  Poland,  United 
States  of  America  and  Canada,  urge  in  the  name  of  justice  and  human  rights 
the  granting  of  executive  clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier  by  President 
Clinton,  or  at  the  very  least,  the  granting  of  a new  and  fair  trial. 

The  Canadian  delegation  presented  information  on  the  false  extradition  of 
Leonard  Peltier  as  follows: 

WHEREAS  Peltier  was  arrested  by  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  in 
Alberta,  Canada  on  Feb.  6th,  1976; 

WHEREAS  Peltier  was  offered  political  asylum  by  the  Kwakuitl  Nation  on 
their  sovereign  territory; 

WHEREAS  Canada  refused  this  right  of  the  Kwakuitl  Nation; 


WHEREAS  Leonard  Peltier  was  extradited  from  Canada  on  false  testimonies  and 


fabricated  evidence  presented  by  US  officials  and  the  FBI; 


WHEREAS  the  FBI  today  admits  to  this  misconduct; 

WHEREAS  this  fraudulent  aberration  of  standard  of  procedure  between  two 
friendly  nations  presents  a violation  of  International  Law; 

WHEREAS  60  members  of  the  Canadian  House  of  Commons,  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Aboriginal  Peoples,  Judge  Rene  Dussault  of  the  Quebec  Court  of  Appeals, 
Canadian  Lawyers  Caucus  and  numerous  organizations  have  shown  their  support 
for  Leonard  Peltier  concerning  the  illegal  extradition  from  Canada  to  the 
United  States; 

WHEREAS  the  Canadian  Justice  Minister  Allan  Rock  authorized  a review  of 
Leonard  Peltier's  case  March  7th,  1994; 

WHEREAS  this  is  the  first  time  the  Canadian  Government  has  agreed  to 
re-evaluate  their  position  concerning  the  extradition  of  Leonard  Peltier; 

WHEREAS  the  Liberal  Member  of  the  Parliament  Warren  Almand  (chairperson  of 
Canadian  Parliament  Justice  Committee)  , a former  Solicitor  General,  made 
strong  recommendations  that  an  independent  review  be  granted; 

THEREFORE  we,  the  participants  of  the  10th  European  Meeting  of  Support 
Groups  of  North  American  Indigenous  Peoples  gathered  in  Les  Geneveyes  sur 
Coffrane  near  Neuchatel,  Switzerland,  from  Duly  30th  to  August  1st,  1995, 
including  14  Indigenous  representatives  and  25  organizations  from  Austria, 
Belgium,  England,  France,  Germany,  Italy,  Netherlands,  Poland,  United 
States  of  America  and  Canada,  demand  that  Minister  Allan  Rock  authorize  an 
independent  review  by  an  external  commission  and  grant  a fair  and  neutral 
inquiry  concerning  the  misconduct  of  US  officials  and  FBI  personnel  in 
Leonard  Peltier's  extradition. 

The  above  declarations  illustrate  that  the  Mr.  Peltier's  imprisonment  is  a 
diplomatic  and  moral  embarrassment  to  our  country. 

Please,  Mr.  President,  grant  clemency  to  Mr.  Peltier. 

Best  wishes  and  sincerely  yours, 

David  R.  Givers 

"RE : BIA  Justice  or  Fraud?"  

Date:  Sat,  14  Dec  1996  01:42:13  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : BIA  Justice  or  Fraud?  BACKGROUND 

UUCP  email 


AN  IMPOSSIBLE  DREAM? 

Holding  the  BIA  Accountable 

It  has  been  reported  that: 

* Information  fed  into  the  BIA's  computer  system  is 
disorganized  and  erroneous. 

* An  estimated  $5.8  billion  has  not  been  collected  (since 
1979)  from  companies  that  pump  oil  and  gas  from  reservation 
lands,  thus  robbing  Indians. 

* In  some  cases,  money  that  belonged  to  individual  Indians  and 
tribes  was  deposited  in  slush  funds  through  accounts  set  up 
under  phony  names. 

* There  are  thirty  recent  incidents  in  which  federal  employees 
were  allegedly  involved  in  theft,  embezzlement  and  fraud  on 
Indian  reservations,  yet  few  were  prosecuted. 


* BIA  sponsored  Indian  programs  failed  to  improve  the 
economies  of  reservations , and  the  BIA  failed  to  provide 
quality  education  for  Indian  children. 

* Housing  programs  are  riddled  with  scandal,  and  housing  in 
many  areas  is  shockingly  substandard. 

* Indian  health  remains  poor,  with  diabetes  reaching  epidemic 
proportions  on  some  reservations . 

* The  BIA  cannot  manage  its  own  money,  or  account  for  millions 
in  equipment  and  supplies." 

Stealing  From  Indians  - Inside  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs,  an  Expose  of  Corruption, 

Massive  Fraud  and  Dustice  Denied... 

by  David  L.  Henry 

Federal  employees  are  in  a unique  position  to  see  what  really  goes  on 
inside  our  bureaus  and  agencies  and,  in  situations  where  ethical  standards 
demand  it,  have  a responsibility  to  point  out  fraud  and  corruption.  So  it 
was  with  Dave  Henry,  a CPA  employed  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
(BIA),  who  in  his  internal  audit  reports  sounded  a clear  alarm  about  huge 
cash  shortages  in  the  Trust  Funds  held  for  our  Native  Americans  by  the  BIA, 
along  with  other  similar  BIA  frauds. 

You  may  have  heard  about  that  issue  recently,  or  other  disturbing  news 
about  the  BIA.  U.S.  News  & World  Report  magazine  (11/28/94)  described  the 
BIA  as  "The  Worst  Federal  Agency,"  bar  none.  At  a congressional  hearing 
(House  Report  - 499),  the  Inspector  General  of  (Interior)  described  the  BIA 
as  "a  multifaceted  monster"  and  "an  organizational  nightmare,"  and  further 
stated  that  "the  BIA  is  a tinder  box  simply  waiting  for  a spark." 

Dave  Henry  is  this  "spark"  who  has  for  ten  years  been  trying  to  get  this 
fraud  exposed  to  the  public  and  he  demands  reform  in  the  agency  that 
controls  so  much  of  the  lives  of  our  Native  American  citizens.  He  was  fired 
by  BIA  for  speaking  honest  words,  and  went  through  years  of  fruitless 
appeals  with  an  alphabet-soup  of  federal  agencies,  none  of  which  would 
grant  a hearing  on  the  merits  of  his  case.  This  is  a common  pattern  for 
federal  whistleblowers;  the  chance  of  a hearing  is  less  than  one  in  a 
thousand . 

Still,  his  raised  voice  has  produced  some  results.  The  Arizona  Republic  (a 
Phoenix  newspaper)  did  a front  page  story  on  his  case  (11/22/87)  and  their 
investigative  series  inspired  the  U.S.  Senate  to  conduct  a two  year 
investigation  (Senate  Report  101-216)  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

In  April,  1992  Senator  Daniel  K.  Inouye  wrote  Henry  and  said: 

"It  appears  that  your  work  was  among  the  early  efforts  that 
revealed  the  greater  problem  with  Indian  Trust  Fund  Management 
and  accounting  that  is  now  recognized  to  pertain  to  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs.  The  accuracy  of  your  findings  was  later  confirmed 
and  acknowledged...  Despite  the  laws  we  have  enacted  ... 
injustices  still  do  occur  and  may  have  well  occurred  in  your 
case...  I do  believe  you  have  performed  a valuable  service  ..." 

Henry  continued  his  appeals  through  the  federal  court  system,  including  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court,  without  legal  help,  and  still  his  case  was  never  heard. 

He  wrote  a book  on  the  subject,  and  at  a Billings  Town  Meeting  in  Dune, 

1995  managed  to  hand  President  Clinton  a copy  of  the  book.  The  President 
said  he  would  "look  into  it"  and  that  he  would  "get  back  to"  Henry,  but 
nothing  of  substance  resulted. 

Henry  wrote  to  many  news  organizations.  Perhaps  as  a result,  columnist  lack 
Anderson  issued  a story  (8/02/93)  describing  the  trust  fund  problem  "BIA 
misplaces  tribes  money."  And,  the  Associated  Press  described  the  " billion 
dollar  mess"  at  BIA.  The  Billings  Gazette  (10/22/95)  printed  a two  page 
story  titled  "BIA  Whistleblower." 

All  of  these  reports  that  direct  attention  to  a very  real  and  serious 
problem  requiring  national  attention  can  be  traced  directly  to  the  efforts 
of  Dave  Henry,  who  without  funds  or  assistance  has  "followed  his  star"  for 
over  a decade.  He  has  shown  devotion  to  duty,  and  has  honored  the  mission 
he  took  on  as  a BIA  employee  to  serve  the  needs  of  Native  Americans. 

Restoring  him  to  office  (in  accordance  with  the  federal  whistleblower  laws) 
is  more  than  simple  justice.  It  would  also  encourage  other  federal 


employees  to  report  fraud  and  abuse  when  they  encounter  it,  and  it  gives 
the  message  that  freedom  of  speech  is  a right  of  all  citizens. 

If  you  agree  that  this  injustice  should  be  corrected  and  that  the 

BIA  fraud  should  be  exposed,  please  sign  this  petition. 

Information  provided  will  go  directly  to  the  Bureau  of  Indian 

Affairs,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  President  Clinton. 

By  My  Signature  I Support  Dave  Henry  In  This  Crusade 

My  name: 

My  e-mail  address: 

City  of  Residence: 

State  of  Residence: 

Date  of  Signature: 

Comments  to  President  Clinton,  the  BIA,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior: 

Dave  Henry's  book  Stealing  From  Indians  describes  the  many  problems  with 
the  BIA  and  calls  for  freedom  and  justice  for  our  much  abused  American 
Indians . 

You  can  order  this  book  online  from  the  First  Nations  site  for  $10,  or  r 
the  free  browse  file.  The  Cherokee  Observer  reviewed  it  and  said  that  it 
was  "RECOMMENDED  READING!!!" 


Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  Page 
Wounded  Knee  Home  Page 
First  Nations 


This  page  is  administered  by  IS  Dill. 

Please  provide  an  opinion  as  to  this  site... 

"RE : No  More"  

Date:  Sat,  14  Dec  1996  00:40:17  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Wolf  McSherry  <wolf(3wolf sden . org> 

Sub j : A few  more  thoughts... 

Mailing  List:  FN-WK  <fn-wk@majordomo.pobox.com> 

Greetings,  all  my  relations  in  this  village  and  elsewhere.  Humbly  once 
again  I write  to  share  a voice.  Much  has  been  said  in  the  last  few  days 
to  provoke  thought  and  emotion  in  my  heart,  and  I would  ask  to  speak  on  a 
few  things. 

I have  been  very  grateful  for  the  support  and  love  I have  felt  from 
members  of  this  community.  Between  being  a college  student,  and  a manager 
for  an  internet  service  provider,  I am  on  a great  deal  of  email  lists. 

Only  a very,  very  few  have  the  sense  of  community  that  I have  found  here. 
For  that,  I thank  you  all. 

I am  especially  encouraged  by  the  recent  number  of  people  that  have 
spoken  up  with  humble  pride  in  their  respective  heritages.  Eric  Lame 
Cougar,  you  have  every  right  to  be  proud  of  your  combined  heritages.  The 
Scottish  people  have  a very  proud  history,  and  were  among  the  first 
victims  of  the  British  Empire's  invasion  efforts.  I have  recently  begun 
researching  my  own  Scottish  ancestry,  for  though  in  my  heart  I will  always 
follow  the  Native  lifeways,  I feel  a respectful  need  to  understand  all  of 
my  roots.  Thank  you  for  speaking  out.  I think  what  your  words,  and  the 
words  of  so  many  others,  are  helping  us  to  say  is  that  **all  peoples** 
have  a right  to  be  proud  of  their  heritages.  Not  boastful  pride,  but  that 
wonderful  sense  of  belonging  that  some  call  "humble  pride." 

As  I continue  to  read  the  words  and  thoughts  that  have  been  shared  by  so 
many,  the  one  thing  I continue  to  notice  is  a rise  in  unity.  I believe 
this  is  a good  thing.  Over  the  years  I have  known  many  people  who  had 
been  downtrodden  by  the  eurocentric  system  in  this  country.  A few  of  them 
admitted  to  feeling  "conquered",  but  most  of  them  were  people  of  strong 
spirit  and  strong  will.  Those  people  all  had  one  voice,  and  that  voice 


said  one  thing:  "NO  MORE." 

My  relatives,  we  must  stand  together  and  say  those  words.  "NO  MORE." 

When  the  Great  White  Fathers  try  to  tell  us  that  it  is  now  a crime  to 
share  ideas  and  information  around  the  world,  NO  MORE.  When  they  are 
going  to  use  that  new  law  as  an  excuse  to  spy  on,  wiretap,  monitor,  and 
harass  innocent  people,  NO  MORE.  When  they  lie  to  us  and  try  to  weasel 
out  of  monetary  obligations  with  slick  settlements,  NO  MORE.  When  they 
try  to  divide  us  by  mandating  blood  quotas,  CDIBs,  and  BIA  cards,  NO  MORE! 
NO  MORE! 

We  are  ONE  people.  We  come  from  many  different  nations,  even  many 
different  races.  But  we  are  ONE  PEOPLE:  we  are  the  PEOPLE  OF  THE  EARTH. 

We  are  REAL  HUMAN  BEINGS,  and  we  have  a right  --  yes,  even  a duty  --  to 
stand  up  against  a tyrannical  system  and  say,  collectively,  NO  MORE. 

Brothers,  sisters,  all  my  relations:  We  must  say  those  words.  But 
before  that,  we  must  first  say  NO  MORE  to  our  own  prejudices  and  our  own 
infighting.  My  heart  weeps  with  every  word  that  is  spoken  in  anger 
against  a child  of  our  Creator,  a Child  of  our  Mother  Earth!  We  are  the 
ones  who  must  stand  together  to  wipe  out  oppression.  There  are  elders 
living  in  cardboard  boxes,  people!  Why  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  Sacred 
are  the  Children  of  Mother  Earth  fighting  amongst  ourselves,  over  petty 
differences?  By  these  words  I am  meaning  ALL  of  our  Peoples.  I am  young, 
and  I mean  no  disrespect  to  any  of  our  Elders  or  any  of  our  relations;  but 
I am  also  filled  with  a passionate  sadness  that  there  is  so  much  bickering 
going  on.  When  I go  to  powwows,  there  is  often  some  small  little  faction 
that  wants  to  stir  things  up.  On  lists  like  this,  there  will  be  someone 
who  stirs  things  up.  On  reservations,  there  will  be  such  people.  In  fact, 
anywhere  human  beings  interact,  there  will  be  opposing  opinions  and  the 
clash  of  ideas.  It's  how  we  learn  to  deal  with  each  others'  opposing 
opinions  that  tells  us  if  we,  as  Human  Beings,  have  gained  any  wisdom. 

My  relatives,  forgive  me  if  my  words  have  run  too  long.  I only  want  to 
say  that  we  have  to  continue  working  together,  pulling  for  a common  goal. 
The  governments  of  Western  Society  can  do  what  they  want,  but  they  can  not 
stop  the  changes  that  are  coming.  Our  elders,  and  their  elders  before 
them,  spoke  of  the  days  of  change.  They  spoke  of  the  seventh  generation. 
They  spoke  of  all  of  the  sufferings  that  would  come  to  our  Peoples.  But 
they  also  spoke  that  there  would  be  some  who  would  rise  up  out  of  the 
chaos  and  take  a stand,  people  who  would  lead  Mother's  true  children  back 
to  a way  of  life  that  is  in  Balance  with  all  of  Creation.  Governments 
will  come  and  go,  for  they  are  fickle  productions  of  mankind's  own  ego. 

But  real  people  will  be  here  for  as  long  as  the  the  winds  kiss  the  face  of 
our  Mother  Earth. 

I am  grateful  that  I have  been  able  to  share  these  words  from  my  heart. 
The  acceptance  and  love  of  so  many  has  helped  me  to  gather  the  resolve  to 
once  again  take  a stand,  renewing  my  vows  to  the  People.  For  all  of  you 
in  this  village,  be  you  heard  or  unspoken,  I am  honored  that  we  are  in 
this  Circle  together.  Let  us  all  take  the  inspiration  and  unity  that  is 
developing  here  and  take  it  as  a seed  into  our  own  communities.  Tended 
with  patience,  the  seeds  of  understanding  will  grow  into  peace. 

Aho,  mitakuye  oyasin.  Pilamiya  yelo. 

Mountain  Wolf 


Wolf  McSherry  wolf@wolfsden.org 

The  people  who  say  you  cannot  change  the  world 

do  not  understand  the  power  of  a single  seed. 

- "RE:  Chippewas  of  Saugee"  

Date:  9:00  AM  Dec  17,  1996 

From:  adixon@igc.apc.org 

Sub j : PBI-NAP  report:  Chippewas  of  Saugee 

Newsgroup:  igc. indig. Canada 


Peace  Brigades  International  (PBI)  is  an  international  volunteer 


organization  that  offers  services  of  unarmed  protective 
accompaniment,  nonpartisan  international  observers,  and 
nonviolence  training  to  organizations,  individuals  and 
communities  threatened  with  violence. 

This  article  may  be  freely  copied  or  reprinted.  For  photos  or 
more  information  about  PBI-NAP,  please  contact  "adixon@web.net." 

For  more  information  about  PBI,  see  our  home  page  at 

http: //www. igc . ape . org/pbi/ index. html 

[these  articles  reprinted  with  updates  from  the  PBI  November  Project  Bulletin] 

Peace  Brigades  Team  visits  the  Chippewas  of  Saugeen  December,  1996 

Two  PBI  volunteers  recently  acted  as  observers  during  a meeting  involving 
the  Chippewas  of  Saugeen.  The  Saugeen  are  the  sister  band  of  the 
Chippewas  of  Nawash,  with  whom  NAP  has  been  involved  for  several  years. 

The  Saugeen  live  on  a reserve  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Fluron  in  Ontario, 

Canada,  near  the  small  town  of  Port  Elgin. 

Like  the  Nawash,  the  Saugeen  are  involved  in  a conflict  over  their  right 
to  fish  commercially  in  what  they  regard  as  their  traditional  waters.  The 
Saugeen  surrendered  two  million  acres  of  land  through  questionable 
treaties  in  1836  and  1854,  but  never  surrendered  their  fishery,  which  was 
regarded  at  that  time  by  the  government  as  "belonging  exclusively  to  the 
Indians . " 

However  this  recognition  of  Saugeen  ownership  of  the  fishery  slowly 
disappeared,  and  over  time  their  rights  eroded,  along  with  the  state  of 
fish  stocks.  Now  the  Saugeen,  who  view  fishing  as  an  essential  part  of 
their  survival  - cultural  and  spiritual  as  well  as  economic  - are 
reclaiming  their  right  to  their  traditional  fishery. 

On  September  23,  1995,  at  a meeting  of  the  International  Doint 
Commission,  the  Saugeen  put  forward  the  Duluth  Declaration,  which  affirms 
their  jurisdiction  over  their  traditional  waters.  In  practice  this  means 
that  they  will  recognize  their  own,  and  not  the  federal  or  provincial, 
regulations  concerning  their  fishery. 

At  present  the  Saugeen  are  negotiating  with  the  different  federal  and 
provincial  authorities  involved  to  try  to  establish  a protocol  governing 
their  interactions  with  the  Saugeen.  Despite  a 1993  federal  court  decision 
declaring  that  the  Chippewas'  right  to  fish  commercially  takes  precedence 
over  any  other  activity,  the  Ontario  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  (MNR) 
have  attempted  to  impose  an  Aboriginal  Communal  Fishing  Licence  on  the 
Saugeen . 

The  MNR  argues  that  it  has  to  regulate  the  Saugeen  fishery  because  it 
has  to  manage  and  conserve  fish  stocks;  the  Saugeen  counter  that  they  have 
a conservation  plan  in  place  and  that  they  have  practiced  stewardship  of 
the  lake  for  centuries,  while  under  provincial  regulation  there  has  been 
overfishing  and  pollution  of  the  waters. 

The  Saugeen  have  asked  NAP  to  be  present  during  their  negotiations  with 
the  various  levels  of  government  and  police,  to  monitor  the  situation,  to 
do  an  ongoing  analysis  and  to  report  on  the  situation.  The  early  November 
meeting  NAP  attended  was  between  the  band  council,  the  native  police  force, 
the  Ontario  Provincial  Police  and  MNR;  further  meetings  are  to  follow  at 
which  NAP  plans  to  be  present. 

The  date  at  which  the  Saugeen  plan  to  put  the  declaration  into  effect  is 
January  1,  1997,  and  there  is  a possibility  that  there  could  be 
confrontations  between  the  Saugeen  and  the  various  enforcement  agencies  or 
local  non-native  anglers.  At  the  same  time  the  suspension  of  the  fishery 
during  the  winter  months  may  mean  that  there  is  minimal  initial  impact  of 
the  Saugeen  decision  at  first. 

Update,  Dec  1996 

After  an  initial  visit  in  early  November,  a PBI  team  has  begun 
work  on  a report  to  document  the  situation.  We  are  planning  this 
report  to  come  out  in  January.  We  will  also  maintain  an  observer 
team  to  respond  to  potential  confrontations  in  the  new  year. 


Other  North  America  Project  News 
Project  Review 

PBI ' s North  America  Project  (NAP)  was  first  initiated  in  1990,  and  was 
approved  as  an  international  project  in  April  1991.  Five  years  later,  the 
political  situation  in  North  America  has  evolved,  and  the  project  has  also 
changed.  At  our  October  NAP  committee  meeting,  we  carried  out  a review  of 
the  project.  The  major  results  of  this  review  were: 

- a sense  of  renewal  and  vision  for  the  future 

- prioritization  of  more  publicity  work 

- changes  in  the  delegation  of  responsibilities  between  staff, 
committee,  and  team  volunteers 

We  were  fortunate  that  several  of  the  initiators  of  NAP  were  able  to  come 
to  the  meeting,  as  well  as  a number  of  people  who  were  new  to  the  project. 
Alaine  Hawkins,  who  has  been  chair  of  the  NAP  committee  for  its  life  so  far, 
Steve  Molnar,  who  was  co-chair  and  then  served  as  the  first  NAP  coordinator, 
and  Phyllis  Fischer,  who  has  been  part  of  the  project  from  before  PBI  adopted 
it,  were  all  present. 

Some  of  the  ideas  put  forward  at  the  meeting  included: 

- regionalizing  our  field  work 

- creating  new  opportunities  for  people  to  be  involved  in  the 
project,  such  as  delegations 

- making  our  work  better  know  through  more  publications  like  the 
report  of  the  Labrador  team  in  1995 

- continuing  our  efforts  at  broadening  participation  in  the 
project 

- using  volunteer  field  coordinators  to  reduce  the  work  load  of 
the  central  coordinator 

Volunteer  Training 

In  September,  four  new  NAP  field  volunteer  applicants  attended  a one-week 
PBI  training  near  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  USA.  All  four  have  been  accepted 
for  service  with  NAP,  and  we  welcome  them!  The  new  volunteers  are  all  based 
in  the  US,  which  we  hope  will  allow  us  to  take  on  more  work  there.  A 
volunteer  training  scheduled  in  Europe  at  the  end  of  October  was  postponed 
because  of  lack  of  registration . Our  pool  of  active  field  volunteers  is  now 
at  about  25.  We  are  planning  a second  annual  gathering  of  volunteers  for 
early  next  year. 

"RE : FBI  Covers  Up  Killing"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Oct  1996  18:48:13  -0700 
From:  Brian  Hauk  <bghauk@infomatch . com> 

Sub j : FBI  covers  up  killing  in  Iowa 

UUCP  email 

from  the  Militant,  vol. 59/no. 42  November  13,  1995 

BY  ROXANNE  GOULD 

SIOUX  CITY,  Iowa  - After  the  FBI  investigated  and  cleared  the  Sioux  City 
police  of  any  wrongdoing  in  the  shooting  death  of  her  29-year-old  daughter 
Kimberly,  Louisa  Frazier  called  for  a sunrise  prayer  service  on  October  21 
at  the  grave  site  of  Dakota  Chief  War  Eagle. 

Kimberly  Frazier  was  killed  on  March  1 after  a 911  call  to  police 
reported  that  she  had  allegedly  kidnapped  and  assaulted  another  woman.  Six 
police  officers  were  dispatched,  and  within  32  seconds  after  arriving  at 
the  Frazier  residence,  a cop  shot  Kimberly.  Louisa  Frazier,  who  was  only  a 
few  feet  away  from  her  daughter,  was  not  allowed  to  go  to  her  as  she  lay 
dying.  A nurse  visiting  in  the  neighborhood  volunteered  medical  assistance, 
but  was  not  allowed  to  help  either. 

The  allegations  made  in  the  911  call  were  later  found  to  be  false,  and, 
therefore,  according  to  Louisa,  Kimberly  had  not  committed  a crime.  The 
police  and  FBI  justified  the  shooting  by  claiming  that  Kimberly  lunged  at 
them  with  a knife.  Louisa  said  that  her  daughter  displayed  the  knife  at 
the  request  of  the  police,  and  when  she  did  so,  she  was  shot. 


In  April  more  than  400  community  members  and  Native  American  leaders, 
including  American  Indian  Movement  leader  Vernon  Bellecourt,  participated 
in  a March  for  Truth  in  downtown  Sioux  City.  Immediately  following  the 
demonstration,  the  FBI  agreed  to  investigate.  According  to  Louisa  Frazier, 
however,  the  FBI  report  was  merely  a rubber  stamp  on  the  Sioux  City  police 
report.  None  of  the  witnesses,  including  Frazier,  were  ever  contacted  in 
the  FBI  investigation. 

After  the  October  21  prayer  service,  Frazier  issued  a press  statement. 

"We  need  justice  for  my  daughter,"  she  told  the  crowd  of  50.  "Do  they 
think  I am  naive  enough  to  think  they  don't  cover  up  for  one  another?  Am  I 
to  close  my  eyes  to  what  is  happening  to  law  enforcement  in  this  country? 

I won't  do  that. 

"I,  like  other  Native  people,  am  offended  that  anyone  would  insult  our 
intelligence  by  slapping  our  faces,  telling  us  to  heal  ourselves  and 
expecting  us  to  quietly  go  do  that.  Maybe  we  aren't  the  ones  who  need 
healing.  Maybe  we  aren't  the  ones  who  are  sick.  My  daughter  did  not  have 
to  die,  and  I am  not  the  only  one  in  this  town  who  knows  that." 

Frazier  said  that  she  found  the  FBI  report  "totally  unacceptable." 
Several  of  the  community  leaders  and  individuals  in  attendance  vowed  their 
continuing  support  until  justice  is  found. 

Upcoming  efforts  to  bring  attention  to  this  injustice  are  a march,  which 
will  take  place  here  on  March  1,  1996,  on  the  anniversary  of  Kimberly's 
death,  as  well  as  a forum  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  Frazier  is  also 
pursuing  civil  action. 

For  more  information  on  any  of  the  above  activities  contact  Frank  LaMere 
at  (402)  878-2242. 

To  get  an  introductory  12-week  subscription  to  the  Militant  in  the 
U.S.,  send  $10  US  to:  The  Militant,  410  West  Street,  New  York,  NY  10014. 
For  subscription  rates  to  other  countries,  send  e-mail  to 
themilitant@igc.apc.org  or  write  to  the  above  address. 

"RE : Canada's  Shame"  


Date:  9:31  AM  Nov  20,  1996 
Sub j : Canada's  Shame  (part  3) 

From:  jwalenci@acc.jbu.edu 

Newsgroup:  igc. indig. education 

Part  1 of  this  series  appeared  in  issue  04.049,  Part  2 in  issue  04.050 
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[This  article  has  been  excerpted.] 

Canada's  Shame  By  1ACKI  LEROUX 

MISHKEEGOGAMANG  RESERVE,  Ontario,  25  Oct.  1996  (Ottawa  Sun): 

25  Oct.  1996  (Ottawa  Sun):  Although  lanet  Masakeyash's  grandmother  tries 
to  keep  her  home  as  clean  as  possible,  it's  difficult  to  avoid  disease  with 
such  overcrowding.  "Certainly,  disease  is  a reflection  of  Mishkeegogamang' s 
infrastructure  problems,  their  lack  of  sanitation  and  water  facilities," 
Whitehead  says.  In  the  past  three  years,  the  band...  received  only  enough 
funding  to  equip  six  homes  with  water  and  sewage  systems.  Ten  more  will  be 
added  this  winter,  followed  by  the  rest  of  the  reserve  next  year.  In  the 
meantime,  the  government  has  forwarded  about  $50,000  to  the  reserve  to  give 
every  home  a new,  government-approved  outhouse.  Gaping  holes  dot  the 


landscape  of  Mishkeegogamang  as  residents  prepare  for  the  arrival  of  the  new 
toilets . 

"I've  been  working  in  first  nations  communities  for  22  years,  and,  in 
1996,  for  us  to  be  talking  about  what  type  of  outhouses  are  better  for 
Native  communities  --  wooden  or  plastic  --  I just  can't  believe,"  says  an 
outraged  Dr.  Pete  Sarsfield,  medical  officer  of  health  for  the 
Northwestern  Health  Unit,  the  provincial  health  authority  for  northwestern 
Ontario.  "If  we  were  anywhere  else  discussing  what  type  of  outhouses,  it... 
wouldn't  be  tolerated,"  he  says. 

But  on  the  reserve,  Danet  and  her  siblings  take  such  things  in  stride, 
using  the  new,  still-empty  holes  as  places  to  play.  When  visitors  come  to 
their  home,  the  children  crowd  around,  the  braver  ones  even  offering 
spontaneous  hugs.  The  small  girls  in  particular  are  clingy,  seeking 
attention  even  from  strangers. 

"Kids  here  are  really  needy,"  says  Connie  Gray.  "They're  very  huggy."  As 
the  girls  get  older... that  craving  for  contact  and  affection  often  results 
in  pregnancy.  Nearly  10%  of  Native  girls  under  18  in  Canada  are  mothers, 
compared  to  just  1%  of  non-Native  teens.  "We  have  14-year-olds  who  are 
having  kids,"  says  Gray.  "Kids  end  up  suffering.  People  with  addictions, 
you  can't  blame  them  because  they  were  raised  that  way.  So  the  kids  end  up 
being  angry,  thinking  nobody  cares.  They  get  in  relationships  so  young 
because  they're  looking  for  love.  "Kids  know  about  sex,  about  changing 
diapers  --  things  they  seem  too  young  to  know  about,"  she  says. 

The  house ... Danet  lives  in  actually  belongs  to  her  aunt  Susan.  Susan, 
Daisy's  oldest  daughter  and  a mother  of  five,  is  currently  undergoing 
detox  treatment.  Three  of  her  children  were  taken  away  from  her  years  ago 
and  placed  in  foster  homes,  while  the  other  two  are  with  child  welfare 
authorities  until  Susan  is  better.  Last  year,  more  than  5,000  Native 
children  living  on  reserves  --  about  4%  --were  in  the  care  of  Ontario's 
child  welfare  authorities.  The  proportion  of  children  in  care  in  the 
overall  Canadian  population  is  estimated  to  be  0.8%.  As  of  about  three 
months  ago,  there  were  105  Mishkeegogamang  children  in  foster  care. 

"Another  9 to  95  are  considered  at  risk  and  could  be  removed  (from  their 
homes)  at  any  time,"  says  Tom  Hawke,  executive  director  of  the  Sioux 
Lookout  First  Nations  Health  Authority.  "Of  course  it's  a crisis  situation. 

A good  80%  to  90%  of  people  (on  Mishkeegogamang)are  either  alcoholic  or 
are  affected  by  alcohol.  The  main  victims  are  the  children.  Parents  go 
drinking  and  the  kids  are  left  alone,  sometimes  for  days  at  a time.  Kids 
are  not  being  fed  or  cared  for  properly.  "Or  they're  abused  --  physically, 
sexually,  emotionally,  psychologically."  But  even  in  the  face  of  such  grim 
facts,  Hawke  is  careful  not  to  point  fingers  or  lay  blame.  "These  problems 
are  historical.  They've  been  handed  down  from  one  generation  to  the  next," 
he  says. 

The  substance  abuse  prevalent  in  so  many  Native  communities  is,  experts 
say,  a product  of  a bleak  existence  which  offers  few  means  of  escape.  Many 
from  Gray's  and  Dean  Masakeyash's  generation  had  parents  who  were  shipped 
off-reserve  to  white  residential  schools  in  the  1950s  and  '60s.  As  former 
students  have  recently  revealed,  racist  abuse  at  these  schools  was 
epidemic.  Ultimately,  the  students  returned  home  with  their  self-esteem 
obliterated,  with  no  knowledge  of  traditional  Indian  lifestyle.  Today,  the 
current  generation  of  parents  on  Mishkeegogamang  is  no  better  off.  A full 
95%  are  unemployed.  Some  adults,  like  Connie  Gray,  have  avoided  inheriting 
their  parents'  defeatism  and  guilt  --  she  chose  to  attend  high  school,  for 
instance  --  but  they  are  in  the  minority.  Most  of  Gray's  peers,  who  have 
only  known  the  despair  and  destruction  of  their  parents,  have  continued 
the  cycle,  passing  the  malaise  along  to  their  kids.  A campaign  to  educate 
residents  about  the  damaging  effects  of  substance  abuse  started  a few 
years  ago  and  it  has  helped  somewhat.  "We're  starting  to  have  sober 
families,"  says  Gray,  adding  that  keeping  people  that  way  is  difficult. 

"They  go  away  for  treatment.  They  come  back  and  they're  trying  to  stay 
sober,  but  they  get ...  frustrated  because  they're  so  crowded.  There's 
nothing  in  place  for  support,"  she  says. 

Children  on  Mishkeegogamang  learn  early... they  must  fend  for  themselves, 
or  follow  their  parents'  cycle.  Quincy  Loon  is... 19,  but  for  as  long  as  he 
can  remember,  he  has  taken  care  of  his  four  younger  brothers  and  sisters 


in  his  mother's  house.  His  father  lives  in  Cat  Lake,  just  to  the  north, 
but  he's  not  sure  where  his  mother  lives.  She  "usually  camps,"  but  stops 
by  the  house  about  once  a day,  he  says.  Loon,  who  also  has  two  toddlers  of 
his  own  with  his  girlfriend  Adrianne,  manages  to  keep  them  all  together  in 
a clean,  orderly  house,  but  admits  it's  sometimes  hard.  "They  don't  really 
listen  to  me,"  he  says,  referring  to  his  younger  siblings  --his  14-year- 
old  sister  Melanie  in  particular.  She  is  not  home.  She  rarely  is  these 
days,  Quincy  confides.  Melanie's  "out  in  the  woods"  somewhere,  sniffing 
gasoline.  "I  try  to  tell  her  not  to  but  she  doesn't  listen,"  he  says.  "She. 
..starts  laughing.  Too  many  kids  sniff.  That's  why  she  does."  According  to 
the  Addiction  Research  Foundation,  one  in  five  Native  youths  sniffs 
solvent  or  gas  to  get  high.  One-third  are  under  15,  and  more  than  half 
began  using  solvents  before  the  age  of  11.  And  chances  are,  once  Quincy's 
sister  gets  older,  she'll  simply  switch  from  sniffing  to  drinking,  since 
more  than  three-quarters  of  Natives  who  used  solvents  eventually  turned  to 
alcohol,  according  to  the  ARF.  First  Nations  Const.  Chris  Bennett  sees 
young  Mishkeegogamang  kids  sniffing  gas  almost  on  a daily  basis.  "There 
were  three  small  kids  sniffing  along  the  road  today,"  he  says.  "You  try  to 
stop  them  and  they... run  away."  Bennett,  who  is  originally  from 
Mississauga,  says  he  can  understand  why  any  teenager  here  might  get  into 
trouble.  "There's  nothing  to  do,"  he  says.  "Sniffing  is  boredom.  What  does 
a kid  do  here  on  a day-to-day  basis?"  This  reserve  has  no  such  thing  as  a 

playground,  no  sports  teams  or  ballet  classes.  There's  no  community 

swimming  pool  to  visit,  or  gymnasium  for  basketball  or  floor  hockey.  The 

school  has  no  choir,  no  band,  nor  any  of  the  myriad  of  recreational 

options  most  Canadians  take  for  granted.  "There  are  a lot  of  good  kids  on 
this  reserve,"  says  Bennett.  "You  can  talk  to  them  all  you  want  about 
sniffing,  but  they're  just  bored." 

Part  4 will  be  included  in  next  week's  issue.  My  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Ottawa  Sun  for  granting  permission  for  this  article  to  be  shared. 

"RE : California  Burial  Decision"  

Date:  Sat,  14  Dec  1996  12:07:07  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Alan  Mandell  <mandell@thecity.sfsu.edu> 

Sub j : Cal.Ct.of  App.  Dec. in  Burial  Ground  case  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

****  original  Sender:  cholguin@sprynet.com  ****  <al> 


On  December  12,  1996,  the  California  Court  of  Appeal  issued  its  decision 
in  Native  American  Heritage  Commission,  et  al.,  v.  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  California  State  University,  No.  B093693.  The  court  held  that  the 
Board  lacks  standing  to  assert  the  Establishment  Clause  as  a defense  to 
the  enforcement  of  state  sacred  site  protection  statutes. 

The  underlying  case  centers  around  the  Gabrielino  village  of  Puvungna, 
a major  indigenous  population  center  and  birthplace  of  the  deity, 
Chinigchinich . The  last  remaining  undisturbed  portion  of  site  is  located 
on  the  campus  of  California  State  University,  Long  Beach. 

When  the  University  announced  plans  to  build  a strip  mall  over  the  site, 
the  NAHC  and  tribal  leaders  sued  under  California's  sacred  site  statute. 
Pub. Res. Code  s.5097  et  seq.  After  granting  the  plaintiffs  a TRO  and 
preliminary  injunction,  the  Los  Angeles  County  Superior  Court  declared 
s.5097  an  unconstitutional  establishment  of  religion,  and  the  plaintiffs 
appealed . 

In  its  December  12th  opinion,  the  court  held  that  the  Establishment 
Clause  is  "not  designed  to  be  used  as  leverage  by  one  state  agency  in  a 
dispute  with  another  agency  about  the  use  of  state-owned  land." 

The  University  also  argued  that  the  outer  boundaries  of  Puvungna  are 
imprecise  and  that  this  undercut  plaintiffs'  assertion  as  to  the 
importance  of  the  specific  land  at  issue.  Further,  the  University 
argued,  the  plaintiffs  admitted  to  having  other  sites  where  they  could 
practice  their  religion,  so  that  the  disputed  portions  of  the  campus 


could  be  developed  without  impairing  the  plaintiffs'  free  exercise  of 
religion.  The  court  rejected  both  arguments. 

The  opinion  has  been  certified  for  publication.  Persons  wishing  a copy 
of  the  slip  opinion  may  direct  their  requests  to  Carlos  Holguin,  Center 
for  Human  Rights  & Constitutional  Law,  256  S.  Occidental  Blvd.,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90012;  213/388-8693  ext. 109  (voice);  213/386-9484  (fax); 
cholguin@sprynet . com . 

"RE : First  Nations  Will  Oppose  Indian  Act"  - 

Date:  Fri,  13  Dec  1996  11:48:07  -0800 
From:  Steven  Radulovich  <radulovs@to-de.com> 

Sub j : FIRST  NATIONS  WILL  OPPOSE  INDIAN  ACT  - Press  Release 

Newsgroups : alt . native, can . politics, soc . culture. native 

DECEMBER  12,  1996 

FIRST  NATIONS  WILL  OPPOSE  PASSAGE  OF  LEGISLATION  ON  INDIAN  ACT 

The  National  Chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  Ovide  Mercredi, 
says  the  First  Nations  will  oppose  the  legislation  tabled  today  by  the 
Minister  of  Indian  Affairs,  Ron  Irwin.  Chief  Mercredi  says  that  the 
mandate  given  to  him  by  all  Chiefs  is  to  stop  any  such  tinkering  with  the 
Indian  Act. 

"The  Minister  is  acting  in  a more  paternalistic  and  demeaning  fashion 
than  any  minister  in  recent  memory",  said  Chief  Mercredi.  "He  is  trying 
to  ensure  that  native  culture  and  tradition  are  quickly  destroyed  and 
assimilated" . 

The  National  Chief  mocked  the  Minister's  feeble  attempts  at  placating 
First  Nations  by  inserting  an  opting-in  clause.  "The  Minister  is 
offering  us  a clothesline  with  two  pair  of  dirty  underwear  and  telling  us 
to  choose  one"  said  the  National  Chief.  "This  is  what  he  calls  a choice?" 

It  is  apparent  that  the  proposed  amendments  are  a sloppy  attempt  by  the 
minister  to  save  his  proposal  in  the  face  of  growing  opposition.  To 
date,  550  bands  and  communities,  out  of  a total  of  633  in  Canada  have 
formally  rejected  the  minister's  process  and  the  content  of  the  proposed 
amendments.  The  minister  has  yet  to  present  the  result  of  his 
consultation  which  he  claims  has  given  him  a mandate  to  act. 

The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  will  hold  an  emergency  meeting  in  Winnipeg 
on  December  19  to  present  to  all  Chiefs  the  content  of  the  proposed 
legislation  and  set  the  stage  for  the  removal  of  this  odious  piece  of 
legislation . 

"We  will  stop  this  legislation  before  it  is  enacted  into  law.  The  myopic 
view  of  First  Nations  that  this  government  holds  will  not  be  the  basis 
for  future  emaciation  of  our  people.  This  bill  will  never  be  enacted,  we 
must  see  to  that"  concluded  the  National  Chief. 

For  additional  information,  contact  either  lean  LaRose  (613-241-6789, 
ext.  251)  or  Russell  Diabo  (613-241-6789,  ext.  270). 

"RE;  Indian  Country  in  Alaska"  

Date:  Wed,  11  Dec  1996  07:21:44  -0800  (PST) 

From:  "lames  Grijalva"  dames .Grijalva@thor . law. und . nodak .edu> 

Sub j : Indian  Country  in  Alaska 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

On  November  20,  1996,  the  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Ninth 
Circuit  announced  its  decision  in  the  case  _State  Of  Alaska  v.  Native 
Village  Of  Venetie  Tribal  Government^  The  Court  held  that  "Indian 
country"  exists  in  the  State  of  Alaska. 

The  case  involved  a dispute  between  the  Native  Village  of  Venetie  Tribal 
Government  and  the  State  of  Alaska  regarding  whether  the  Tribal  government 
possessed  the  sovereign  power  to  tax  a non-Native  building  contractor 
hired  by  the  State  to  construct  a school  in  the  Village.  The  primary 
legal  issue  in  the  case  was  whether  the  Alaska  Native  Claims  Settlement 


Act,  in  which  Alaska  Natives  relinquished  their  claims  to  lands  in 
exchange  for  money  payments  and  fee  title  to  44  million  acres  of  land, 
extinguished  "Indian  country"  in  Alaska.  If  it  did,  then  tribal 
governments  like  the  Venetie  Tribal  Government  would  not  have  the 
sovereign  power  (like  Indian  tribes  in  the  lower  48  states)  to  regulate 
activities  undertaken  on  their  lands. 

Because  the  vast  majority  of  native  villages  in  Alaska  do  not  have 
"reservations, " the  Ninth  Circuit  court  used  the  test  of  "dependent  Indian 
community"  (found  in  a criminal  statute,  18  U.S.C.  1151(b)),  to  answer  the 
question.  The  Court  said  deciding  that  a particular  location  is  a 
"dependent  Indian  community"  (and  thus  is  Indian  country)  requires  a 
showing  that  the  land  is  a "federal  set  aside"  and  that  there  is  "federal 
superintendence"  over  the  persons  on  that  land. 

The  Court  explained  that  finding  these  two  elements  comes  from  a 
consideration  of  six  factors:  (1)  the  nature  of  the  area;  (2)  the 

relationship  of  the  area  inhabitants  to  Indian  tribes  and  the  federal 
government;  (3)  the  established  practice  of  government  agencies  toward 
that  area;  (4)  the  degree  of  federal  ownership  of  and  control  over  the 
area;  (5)  the  degree  of  cohesiveness  of  the  area  inhabitants;  and  (6) 
the  extent  to  which  the  area  was  set  aside  for  the  use,  occupancy,  and 
protection  of  dependent  Indian  peoples. 

On  the  basis  of  these  factors,  the  Court  concluded  (1)  that  the  Alaska 
Native  Claims  Settlement  Act  did  _not_  extinguish  Indian  country  in  Alaska 
and  (2)  that  the  land  the  Village  of  Venetie  occupies  is  Indian  country. 
The  Court  remanded  the  case  to  the  lower  court  to  decide,  in  light  of  the 
Ninth  Circuit's  decision  that  the  Village  is  Indian  country,  whether  the 
Tribal  government  possessed  the  power  to  tax  a non  Native  company  doing 
business  within  the  Village's  territory. 

The  full  text  of  the  case  can  be  found  on  Westlaw  at  1996  WL  668441  (9th 
Cir.  (Alaska).  The  University  at  Villanova  also  maintains  a home  page  on 
the  world  wide  web  with  Ninth  Circuit  decisions  at  http://www.law.vill. 
edu/Fed  Ct/ca09.html.  As  of  December  11,  the  Venetie  case  was  not  on-line 
but  it  may  be  in  the  near  future. 

Peace, 

Dim  Grijalva 


lames  M.  Grijalva 
Director,  Tribal  Environmental 
Law  Project 

http: //www. law. und . nodak.edu/telp/home . html 
Asst.  Professor  of  Law 
University  of  North  Dakota 
School  of  Law 
Grand  Forks,  ND  58202-9003 
(701)  777-2961 
(701)  777-2217  (fax) 
james .grijalva@thor . law. und . nodak.edu 

"RE : Minute  for  Peace  Day"  

Date:  15  Dec  96  17:03:42  EST 

From:  Ann  Stewart  <75361. 1143@CompuServe.C0M> 

Sub j : Minute  for  Peace  Day 

UUCP  email 


MINUTE  FOR  PEACE  DAY  December  22,  1996 

Please  take  time  out  for  a minute  for  peace  on  December  22  at  2pm  EST  -- 
1900  GMT  all  over  the  world. 

Pearl  Flarbor  Day  (December  7)  reminds  us  of  the  terrible  tragedy  that 
occurred  to  most  of  the  world  when  modern  weapons  were  used  to  settle 
differences  between  powerful  nations.  Pearl  Flarbor  was  followed  by  World 
War  II  and  Hiroshima. 

In  this  season  of  peace  and  good  will  we  are  again  shown  vivid  horrible 
images  on  TV  depicting  what  happened.  Today  we  know  that  "Hatred  does  not 


cease  by  hatred.  Hatred  ceases  only  by  love." 

Martin  Luther  King  described  the  power  of  love  in  his  book  "Strength  To 
Love."  He  and  Gandhi  demonstrated  that  love  can  right  wrongs  better  than 
guns. 

Let's  reverse  Pearl  Harbor  and  build  a future  without  wars. 

Actions  good  or  bad  begin  in  the  mind.  Here  is  a way  to  reverse  the 
damage  done  to  our  thinking  by  what  happened  at  Pearl  Harbor.  December 
not  only  marks  Pearl  Harbor,  it  also  marks  Christmas,  Muslims  Day, 

Hanukkah  and  the  Solstice.  With  the  approaching  new  millennium  this  holy 
season  is  of  increasing  importance,  with  its  message  of  "Peace  and  Good 
Will . " 

The  first  Minute  for  Peace  Day  occurred  on  December  22,  1963,  when  we 
ended  the  period  of  mourning  for  President  John  F.  Kennedy  with  a global 
minute  of  silent  prayer  for  peace  on  our  planet.  That  special  minute  (1  p. 
m.  in  Dallas,  1900  GMT  worldwide)  affected  people  all  over  the  world  and 
inspired  efforts  that  later  resulted  in  Earth  Day  with  its  emphasis  on 
peace,  justice  and  the  care  of  Earth. 

Let's  turn  the  tables  on  Pearl  Harbor  by  joining  worldwide  in  a Minute 
for  Peace  --  at  1900  GMT,  December  22  --  Christmas  Sunday,  a time  for 
joyous  music  and  thoughts  about  the  wonder  of  life.  Christmas  can  then  be 
a turning  toward  peace,  with  our  neighbor  and  our  world. 

A new  idea  that  came  from  Minute  for  Peace  and  Earth  Day,  is  the  idea 
that  we  now  think  of  ourselves  as  Trustees  of  Earth.  In  an  age  of  Space 
exploration  we  know  --  more  than  former  generations  --  that  we  are  one 
human  family  and  have  only  one  Earth.  With  care  and  use  of  new  technology 
we  can  now  eliminate  poverty,  pollution  and  violence. 

A new  Earth  Trustee  sense  of  identity  can  provide  a clear  vision  of  our 
goal  and  a course  of  action  which  will  appeal  to  the  most  people  and  do 
the  most  good.  As  solutions  and  success  are  reported  on  Internet  a new 
spirit  of  cooperation  will  engulf  the  world.  With  half  the  money  we  spend 
on  wars  we  can  make  our  planet  a Garden  of  Eden. 

We  see  all  around  us  the  waste  of  wealth  and  its  unfair  monopolization 
by  those  in  power.  The  solution  is  not  to  condemn  the  few  in  positions 
of  power,  but  to  demonstrate  solutions  and  win  their  support  by  the  power 
of  truth,  of  good  ideas  and  good  will. 

With  the  power  of  the  words  "Love  one  another"  we  will  reverse  Pearl 
Harbor,  reject  war's  legacy  and  welcome  an  era  of  peaceful  progress  in 
the  new  millennium. 

By  John  McConnell 
Founder  of  Earth  Day 
Trusteeone@aol . com 
www.earthsite.org 

"RE : UNATBC  File  Facts"  

Date:  16  Dec  96  17:33:42  EST 

From:  aconcert(3carroll . com  (UNATBC-via  carroll.com) 

Sub j : UNATBC  File  Facts 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

After  April  21,  1995  following  a visit  to  the  East  by  Chief  Adalbert 
Zephier,  [Chief  Black  Spotted  Horse  (direct  descendant  of  Chief  Struck  By 
The  Ree)]  the  UNAT(tm)  project  plan  being  promoted  by  United  Native  Culture 
and  Language  Exchange  began  procedures  to  work  for  a way  to  gain  exposure 
to  work  toward  promoting  public  attention  toward  the  wish  of  Chief  Zephier 
and  other  Yankton  and  other  Sioux  elders  to  use  petitions  circulated  in  New 
Jersey  under  his  acknowledgement  and  support  for  return  of  the  Pipestone 
Quarries  of  Minnesota  to  the  Indian  People.  The  petitions  were  circulated 
from  1991  until  the  demand  for  the  return  of  the  Black  Hills  was  added  in 
1992,  and  later  Bear  Butte  as  a joint  petition.  The  Governor  of  New  Jersey 
issued  a proclamation  supporting  the  efforts  of  Chief  Adalbert  Zephier  and 
in  support  of  the  Lakota  Language  Recovery  Project  which  was  plan  "a"  of  the 
United  Native  American  Television  Project  (tm)  in  production  and 
programming.  According  to  Chief  Adalbert  Zephier  ans  the  one  person  who  is 


still  alive  today  who  remembers  the  issue,  the  Yankton  Sioux  have  never 
fully  acknowledged  that  the  pipestone  quarries  were  ever  sold.  The  sale  was 
not  valid  according  to  tribal  laws.  And  that  legally  (US/State/any  Laws) 
the  "sale"  became  void  for  non-payment. 

For  further  Pipestone  Information  Contact:  Adalbert  Zephier  by  letter  at 
address  in  signature  below. 

to  contact  (UNATBC) : 

United  Native  American  Television  (tm)  Broadcasting  Council 
Locations  across  South  Dakota 

Helmina  Makes  Him  First,  PO  Box  53, Little  Eagle,  SD  57639 
Suella  High  Elk,  PO  Box  1266,  Eagle  Butte  SD  57625 
Adalbert  Zephier,  PO  Box  30,  Flandreau,  SD  57028 
Vivian  High  Elk,  PO  Box  363,  Eagle  Butte  SD  (605) 

Ben  One  Feather,  General  Delivery,  Little  Eagle,  SD  57639 
Reginald  Cedar  Face,  PO  Box  311,  Pine  Ridge,  SD  57770 
Lyman  Red  Cloud 

Ray  Uses  The  Knife,  Director,  PO  Box  590,  Eagle  Butte,  SD  57625 
Becky  Red  Earth  (Montgomery),  Box  54,  Flandreau,  SD  57028 
Lorenzo  Thin  Elk,  Box  266,  Flandreea,  SD  57028, 


(Internet  Volunteer) 
voice  201-489-5057 
3oe  Campagna 

"RE : Mayans  Attacked  by  Army"  

Date:  4:40  PM  Dec  13,  1996 

From:  saiic-info@igc.apc.org 

Sub j : Urgent  Action:  Mayans  Attacked  by  Army 

Newsgroup:  igc. indig. info 

***RAPID  RESPONSE  ALERT*** 

DECEMBER  4,  1996 

MAYAN  CAMPESINOS  ATTACKED  BY  ARMY  AND  CIVIL  PATROL 
ONE  DEAD,  THREE  WOUNDED  AND  FOUR  KIDNAPPED  AND  TORTURED 

Background : 

In  spite  of  the  approaching  signing  a final  peace  accord,  the  Guatemalan 
Army  and  Civil  Patrollers  attacked  a group  of  Mayans  occupying  lands  on 
the  La  Perla  plantation  in  the  department  of  Quiche  on  November  23. 

At  4:00  pm  in  the  Sotzil  village  of  Chajul,  Quiche,  members  of  the 
nearby  army  detachment  dressed  in  civilian  clothing,  along  with  civil 
patrollers  from  the  La  Perla  plantation,  fired  upon  community  members  who 
were  peacefully  occupying  lands  on  that  plantation.  Francisco  Escobar, 

28  years  old,  was  killed  in  the  attack,  and  Pedro  Hu  Pacheco,  Pedro  del 
Barrio,  and  Santos  Lopez  Terrasa  were  wounded. 

In  addition,  Gaspar  Ortega  Xinic  (the  auxiliary  mayor  of  Chajul)  and 
three  other  peasants  (Duan  Sanchez,  Duan  Mateo  Ramires  Bid,  and  Felipe 
Lopez  Gomez)  were  illegally  taken  prisoner  by  members  of  the  Civil 
Patrol.  According  to  a statement  by  Defensoria  Maya  (Mayan  Defense 
League),  the  prisoners  have  been  subjected  to  beatings  and  death  threats 
by  the  Civil  Patrollers.  Requests  by  the  Chajul  lustice  of  the  Peace  to 
transfer  the  captured  Ixiles  to  the  municipal  courthouse  have  been 
ignored  by  estate  owner  Francisco  Arenas  Menes. 

This  act,  which  recalls  the  worst  of  Guatemala's  most  violent  period,  is 
inexcusable.  The  human  rights  group  Defensoria  Maya  and  the  Maya  Ixil 
people  have  several  demands  in  relation  to  this  incident. 

1.  That  the  Guatemalan  government  immediately  investigate  the  act  and 
detain  and  try  those  responsible. 

2.  That  the  government  become  involved  in  resolving  the  land  conflict  at 
the  plantation. 

3.  That  the  army  be  withdrawn  from  the  Ixil  area. 


4.  That  Civil  Patrols  be  immediately  dismantled. 

++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Action  Request:  Fax  messages  of  concern  to  Guatemalan  President  Alvaro 
Arzu  and  to  U.S.  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  Dohn  Hamilton. 

Sr.  Alvaro  Arzu 
Presidente  de  la  Republica 
FAX:  011-502-232-9968 

Message  in  Spanish: 

Excelentisimo  Senor  Presidente: 

Le  escribo  de  manera  urgente  para  condenar  los  hechos  en  la  aldea  Sotzil 
en  Chajul,  El  Quich,  que  sucedieron  el  23  del  noviembre.  Soldados  del 
destacamento  de  Vijomistan  y patrulleros  de  la  finca  La  Perla  atacaron 
con  armas  de  fuego  a un  grupo  de  campesinos  que  ocupaban  terrenos  en  la 
finca.  Salio  muerto  el  senor  Francisco  Escobar,  heridos  Pedro  Hu 
Pacheco,  Pedro  del  Barrio,  y Santos  Lopez  Terrasa  y ademas  fueron 
detenidos,  (y  segun  reportes  golpeados  y amenazados)  el  alcalde  auxiliar 
Gaspar  Ortega  Xinic  y Duan  Sanchez,  Duan  Mateo  Ramires  Bid,  and  Felipe 
Lopez  Gomez. 

En  visperas  de  la  firma  de  la  paz,  este  hecho  es  repudiable,  y significa 
un  paso  atras  para  todos  que  quieren  ver  la  paz  en  Guatemala.  Por  eso, 
apoyo  las  demandas  de  la  Defensoria  Maya  y el  Pueblo  Maya  Ixil,  que  son 
las  siguientes: 

1.  Que  el  gobierno  de  Guatemala  investigue  el  hecho  y detenga  y enjuicie 
a los  responsables . 

2.  Que  el  gobierno  se  involucre  en  la  resolucion  del  conflicto  sobre 
tierras  en  la  plantacion. 

3.  Que  se  retire  el  ejercito  del  area  Ixil. 

4.  Que  se  desmantele  todas  las  Patrullas  Civiles  inmediatamente . 

He  manifestado  mi  preocupacion  al  Departamento  de  Estado  en  Washington,  D.C. 
Respectuosamente, 

English  Translation: 

Esteemed  President  Arzu: 

I write  you  in  an  urgent  manner  to  condemn  the  events  at  the  Sotzil 
village  in  Chajul,  El  Quiche,  which  occurred  on  the  23rd  of  November. 
Soldiers  of  the  Vijomistan  detachment  and  civil  patrollers  from  the  La 
Perla  plantation  attacked  with  firearms  a group  of  peasants  occupying 
plantation  lands.  Mr.  Francisco  Escobar  was  killed,  Pedro  Hu  Pacheco, 

Pedro  del  Barrio,  and  Santos  Lopez  Terrasa  were  injured  and  Gaspar 
Ortega  Xinic,  the  auxiliary  mayor  of  Chajul,  Duan  Sanchez,  Duan  Mateo 
Ramires  Bid,  and  Felipe  Lopez  Gomez  were  detained,  and  reportedly  beaten 
and  threatened. 

As  the  signing  of  a peace  accord  draws  near,  this  incident  can  only  be 
repudiated,  and  signifies  a step  backwards  for  all  those  who  wish  to  see 
peace  in  Guatemala.  Thus,  I support  the  demands  of  the  Defensoria  Maya 
and  the  Maya  Ixil  People  which  are  the  following: 

1.  That  the  Guatemalan  government  immediately  investigate  the  act  and 
detain  and  try  those  responsible. 

2.  That  the  government  become  involved  in  resolving  the  land  conflict  at 
the  plantation. 

3.  That  the  army  be  withdrawn  from  the  Ixil  area. 

4.  That  civil  patrols  be  immediately  dismantled. 

I have  expressed  my  concern  to  the  State  Department  in  Washington,  D.C. 
Respectfully, 

Message  to  Hamilton: 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State 

Dohn  Hamilton 

FAX:  (202)  647-0791 


Dear  Mr.  Hamilton, 

It  has  come  to  my  attention  that  despite  positive  movement  towards  the 
signing  of  a final  peace  agreement  in  Guatemala,  the  Guatemalan  Army  and 
Civil  Patrols  continue  to  act  against  the  population  with  violence  and 
unjustified  repression. 

At  4:00  pm  in  the  Sotzil  village  of  Chajul,  Quiche,  members  of  the 
nearby  army  detachment  dressed  in  civilian  clothing,  along  with  civil 
patrollers  from  the  La  Perla  plantation,  fired  upon  community  members  who 
were  occupying  lands  on  that  plantation.  Francisco  Escobar,  28  years 
old,  was  killed,  and  Pedro  Hu  Pacheco,  Pedro  del  Barrio,  and  Santos 
Lopez  Terrasa  were  injured. 

In  addition,  auxiliary  mayor  Gaspar  Ortega  Xinic,  luan  Sanchez,  Duan 
Mateo  Ramires  Bid,  and  Felipe  Lopez  Gomez  were  illegally  detained  by  the 
Civil  Patrollers  and  have  reportedly  been  subjected  to  beatings  and  death 
threats . 

This  act,  which  recalls  the  worst  of  Guatemala's  most  violent  period,  is 
inexcusable.  The  human  rights  group  Defensoria  Maya  and  the  Maya  Ixil 
people  have  several  demands  in  relation  to  this  incident. 

1.  That  the  Guatemalan  government  immediately  investigate  the  act  and 
detain  and  try  those  responsible. 

2.  That  the  government  become  involved  in  resolving  the  land  conflict  at 
the  plantation. 

3.  That  the  army  be  withdrawn  from  the  Ixil  area. 

4.  That  civil  patrols  be  immediately  dismantled. 

I strongly  urge  you  to  pressure  the  Guatemalan  government  to  comply  with 
these  demands  and  to  insure  that  members  of  the  U.S.  Congress  are 
informed  of  this  incident  before  entertaining  thoughts  of  renewing 
military  aid  to  Guatemala. 

Thank  you  for  your  attention  to  this  matter. 

Sincerely, 


South  and  Meso  American  Indian  Rights  Center  (SAIIC) 

P.0.  Box  28703 
Oakland  CA,  94604 

Phone:  (510)834-4263  Fax:  (510)834-4264 
Email:  saiic@igc.apc.org 

Office:  1714  Franklin  Street,  3rd  Floor,  Oakland 

Home  Page:  http: //www. maxwell . syr.edu/nativeweb/abyayala/orgs/saiic/ 

For  more  information  about  SAIIC,  send  an  empty  email  message  to: 
saiic-info@igc .apc.org 
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So  long  ago,  standing  amongst  a grove  of  pines,  I stood  listening 
to  the  many  sounds  of  life  that  stirred  emotions  of  gladness  and  of 
sadness  within,  for  I could  feel  the  times  of  yesterday  as  I listened 
to  a soft  breeze  dance  in  and  out  of  the  tree  tops. 

Distance  sounds  whirled  about  me,  they  came  from  the  land,  often  they 
echoed  of  drums,  songs,  laughter,  but  the  loudness  was  that  of  pain, 
crying,  screaming,  of  a people  who  struggled  to  maintain  the  solidarity 
and  sovereign  respects  of  their  people,  who  were  the  care  takers  of 
this  our  Mother  Earth. 

Across  a semi-blue  sky  flies  a bald  eagle,  in  search  of  life  or  death, 
and  in  the  far  off  distance  howls  the  wolf  or  coyote,  sending  their 
messages  upon  the  winds  to  be  carried  upon  the  four  directions  to  all 
those  who  may  care  to  listen  or  understand  the  voices  of  life. 

Before  me  I build  a small  fire  of  twigs  and  small  branches,  placing 
four  stones  in  their  respect  of  life  and  pull  a blanket  short  of 


me  so  that  I may  reach  about  with  a free  hand,  which  I slightly  warm 
above  the  little  blaze,  before  dropping  a small  cluster  of  cedar  and 
sage  on  the  flame. 

As  the  smoke  rises  above,  I stand  and  offer  my  medicine  to  the  four 
directions,  to  Father  Sun,  Grandmother  Moon,  to  Mother  Earth,  to  all 
my  relations  and  I ask  Grandfather  to  hear  my  heart,  for  my  words  are 
for  my  people  and  all  of  life. 

Facing  East,  I squat  down  in  front  of  the  fire,  and  carefully  pour 
my  medicine  upon  the  flame,  and  as  I slowly  glance  skyward,  I can 
now  see  four  eagles  above,  flying  in  a circle,  waiting  to  take  my 
words  to  grandfather. 

In  the  flame,  I see  myself  with  a tear  rolling  down  my  cheek  and  of 
sudden  I realize,  my  heart  is  sad,  but  smiles  with  wonder  of  times 
gone  by,  when  a people  were  once  full  of  life  and  carried  forth  with 
great  respect  the  ways  of  the  medicine,  as  I now  do. 

Slowly  a small  wind  builds  character,  causing  sparks  to  dance  within 
the  smoke  and  the  sounds  of  far  away  drums  appear  with  a song  of  life 
and  death,  and  I hear  a people  dancing,  some  seem  to  dance  ever  so 
quietly,  like  blades  of  grass  swaying  back  and  forth  in  the  grass, 
whiles  other's  seem  to  dance  with  a force  of  celebration,  yet  other's 
dance  as  if  their  heart  is  bleeding  from  wounds  with  questions. 

I look  away  from  my  fire,  but  the  sounds  of  life  bring  before  me  an 
open  heart  that  speaks  to  grandfather,  softly,  slowly  and  with  question, 
and  another  tear  rolls  down  my  cheek  and  in  the  flame  I see  my  heart 
crying,  not  in  shame,  but  in  pain  and  I see  my  people  moving  away 
from  me,  as  if  leaving  on  a journey,  never  looking  back,  never  trying 
to  wave  me  forward,  but  some  how  telling  me  to  follow  in  their  foot- 
steps . 

I ask  grandfather,  "Where  are  my  people?"  And  I hear  an  Eagle  cry,  as 
if  to  tell  me,  "They  have  gone  before  you,  and  you  must  follow  in  like 
manner,  to  be  as  they  were,  to  be  as  they  are." 

I ask  grandfather  again,  "What  have  they  done  to  my  land?"  And  I hear 
another  eagle  cry,  as  if  to  tell  me,  "They  tear  at  Mother  Earth,  the 
river's,  the  streams,  the  mountains,  the  valleys,  the  plains,  for  and 
in  a manner  of  greed,  for  their  belief  is  of  value,  not  of  respect." 

I glance  once  more  to  the  flame,  and  deep  within  my  fire,  burns  a 
rage,  but  when  I look  up,  all  around  me  stand  the  wolf,  the  coyote, 
the  deer,  the  elk  and  other  four-legged  and  winged-ones,  who  seem 
to  all  be  saying,  "you  must  be  our  voice,  speak  for  us  and  your  life, 
you  will  know  of  a time  before  long  ago,  when  your  relation  once 
took  care  of  Mother  Earth  and  all  her  relations." 

The  flame  grows  as  if  slashing  out,  flickering  in  anger,  and  the 
crackle  of  burning  twigs  and  branches  awakens  a silent  forest,  and 
a rumble  rolls  across  the  sky,  and  as  I peer  into  the  flame  I can 
see  my  people  reaching  out  to  me  and  I look  towards  the  sky  and  in 
the  middle  of  the  circle  of  flying  eagles,  I see  my  medicine  people 
looking  down  upon  me. 

As  I look  to  my  medicine  people,  a flash  of  lighting  seems  to  engulf 
my  small  fire  and  a slight  breeze  swirls  the  smoke  upward  as  a loud 
clash  of  thunder  echos  across  the  mountains  tops  near  by,  and  from 
my  medicine  people  I see  them  appear  to  tell  me,  "Live  and  die  as  your 
people  have  done  before  you  and  know  that  what  you  hear  and  see  is  of 
life  and  death,  for  your  people  are  a great  people,  all  of  them  who 
now  show  you  the  way,  who  speak  to  you  now,  whose  pain  you  feel  deep 
within  your  heart,  soul  and  mind,  and  know,  that  as  each  one  goes  before 
you,  whether  they  be  old,  young,  or  new  born,  that  their  blood  is  of 
your  life,  and  you  shall  not  miss  them,  for  they  will  always  be  within 
you,  for  they  are  of  your  blood,  of  your  heart,  and  in  you  they  will 
always  live.  Know  that  as  you  do  with  belief,  the  medicine  of  your 
people  will  always  be  your  life  and  in  that  you  can  always  talk  with 
your  people  no  matter  what  is  your  manner  of  living  and  forever,  shall 
the  solidarity  and  sovereignty  of  your  nations  be  unique  and  full  of 
life.  You  shall  be  Indian  forever  and  your  heart  will  always  carry  your 
people  in  life  and  of  death.  Be  free  and  know  that  your  words  are  heard 
always . " 


As  I glance  towards  the  sky,  I see  specks  now,  where  once  they  were  so 
close,  now  they  flew  ever  so  high  and  I look  down  to  my  fire  and  I 
see  the  last  spark  die  away  and  as  I turn  to  leave,  from  the  four  directions 
come  the  sounds  of  many,  who  seem  to  say,  "Yes!  The  Indian  Nation  will 
Live  forever!" 
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THE  LAW  OF  THE  SEVEN  FIRES 

In  a time  long,  long  ago,  seven  prophecies  came  to  the  Anishnabe. 

Each  prophecy  or  fire  came  from  a different  prophet  who  foretold  of  events 
that  would  shape  the  future  of  the  Anishnabe.  Each  of  these  fires 
referred  to  a particular  period  of  time. 

The  first  fire  tells  us  that  the  Anishnabe  would  rise  and  follow  the  ways 
of  the  sacred  shell  of  Midewiwin.  The  Midewiwin  religion,  to  the 
Anishnabe,  would  be  the  focal  point  for  clean  living  and  a source  of 
strength  for  all  Anishnabe. 

The  second  fire  tells  that  the  nation  would  be  camped  by  a large  body  of 
water.  In  this  time,  the  direction  of  the  sacred  shell  would  be  lost  and 
the  ways  of  the  Midewiwin  would  become  weak.  It  was  prophesied  that  a 
small  boy  would  return  and  point  the  way  back  to  the  traditional  ways.  The 
boy  pointed  to  the  sacred  island  of  Manitoulin  as  the  way  to  revitalize  the 
ways  of  the  Midewiwin. 

The  third  fire  tells  that  the  Anishnabe  would  find  the  path  to  the  chosen 
land  on  Manitoulin.  This  was  the  place  where  the  Anishnabe  must  move 
their  families. 

The  fourth  fire  tells  of  the  coming  of  the  light  skinned  race. 

The  fifth  fire  tells  of  a great  struggle  to  come. 

The  sixth  fire  prophesied  that  during  the  time  of  the  great  struggle 
grandsons  and  granddaughters  would  turn  against  their  elders  and  that  the 
spiritual  ways  of  the  Midewiwin  would  almost  disappear. 

The  seventh  fire  tells  of  the  emergence  of  a new  people,  a people  who  would 
retrace  their  history  to  find  the  sacred  ways  that  had  been  left  behind. 

The  waterdrum  would  once  again  sound,  its  voice  signalling  the  rebirth  of 
the  Anishnabe  and  a rekindling  of  life's  fire. 

During  the  time  of  the  seventh  fire,  the  light  skinned  race  would  be  given 
a choice.  If  they  chose  the  right  road,  then  the  seventh  fire  would  light 
the  eighth  and  final  fire...  a fire  of  peace,  love  and  brotherhood. 

If  the  light  skinned  race  made  the  wrong  choice,  then  the  destruction  which 
they  brought  with  them  to  this  great  turtle  island  would  come  back  to  them, 
causing  much  suffering,  death  and  destruction. 

And  that  is  how  the  story  is  told. 
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ABOUT  HEALING 


When  an  offence  is  committed , there  are  two  victims:  the  aggressor  and 
the  victim.  In  order  to  achieve  healing,  both  must  deal  with  the  offence 
and  its  consequences.  Revenge  is  not  an  acceptable  option  because  it 
simply  extends  violence  into  a new  group  of  people. 

The  objective  of  the  Healing  process  is  to:  1.-  Prevent  further  acts  of 
violence.  2.-  Allow  the  victim  of  the  offence  to  come  to  terms  with  the 
emotions  related  to  the  event  and  to  forgive  the  aggressor.  3.-  To  prevent 
further  acts  of  violence,  the  aggressor  must  admit  an  offence  has  been 
committed,  seek  the  counsel  of  a healer  in  approaching  the  victim  of  the 
offence,  and,  when  conditions  permit,  ask  the  victim  to  be  forgiven. 

When  forgiveness  is  given  without  being  asked  for,  only  the  victim  is 
healed  and  nothing  changes. 

When  forgiveness  is  refused  when  asked  for,  only  the  aggressor  is  healed. 

When  forgiveness  is  given  when  asked  for,  both  the  aggressor  and  the 
victim  are  healed  and  the  cycle  of  violence  is  broken. 

When  revenge  is  exercised  by  the  victim,  the  cycle  of  violence  is 
extended  to  new  people  and  continues  to  grow.  Its  the  worst  possible  thing 
that  can  happen,  and  in  some  cases  it  damages  entire  communities. 

When  forgiveness  is  asked  for,  the  victim  must  remember  that  violence  is 
learned  by  being  a victim  of  violence.  This  is  specially  true  if  a child 
is  raised  in  a violent  environment.  Having  been  a victim  in  childhood,  the 
chances  are  good  that  the  child  will  grow  to  be  a violent  adult  if  he  is 
male  and  a victim  if  female.  This  is  because  adrenaline  is  an  addictive 
substance  and  is  also  the  reason  why  so  many  women  end  up  in  violent 
relationships  which  they  leave,  and  most  of  the  time  end  up  with  even  more 
violent  mates  in  their  new  ones. 

People  with  a violent  disposition  need  help  to  deal  with  their  problems. 
Patience  and  compassion  will  go  a long  way  in  helping  those  caught  up  in 
the  cycle  of  violence. 

STONES  IN  THE  CIRCLES 

There  was  an  old  man  trying  to  help  his  people.  When  he  performed 
ceremonies  to  help  someone,  he  found  that  some  of  the  people  were  falling 
back  to  their  problems.  He  was  concerned  that  the  people  were  not 
listening  to  his  wisdom  and  wanted  to  find  out  why.  He  put  Tobacco  on  the 
ground  and  asked  the  Great  Spirit  to  guide  him.  He  tanked  Mother  Earth  for 
all  the  good  things  she  was  giving  him  and  all  his  Relations. 

That  night,  the  old  man  had  a dream.  In  this  dream,  he  saw  two  circles 
drawn  on  the  ground.  Around  the  circles,  there  were  small  holes  with  words 
written  near  each  one  of  them.  Around  the  circle  nearest  to  him,  he  could 
read  the  words  Love,  Caring,  Sharing  and  respect.  Around  the  other  circle, 
he  could  read  the  words  Hatred,  Fear,  Confusion,  Anger.  That  circle  was 
filled  with  smaller  ones,  all  intertwined  one  with  the  other.  The  scene 
of  the  dream  was  in  the  woods,  the  old  man  was  sitting  near  a fire.  The 
circle  with  all  the  good  things  was  next  to  him  to  his  right,  the  one  with 
the  bad  things  was  directly  in  front  of  him  and  the  fire  was  to  his  left. 

When  the  old  man  woke  up,  he  wanted  to  find  out  what  the  dream  was  all 
about.  He  drew  the  two  circles  on  the  ground  like  he  saw  them  in  his 
dream,  he  made  the  fire  and  he  asked  each  one  of  his  people  to  come  visit 
him  one  at  a time.  He  sat  there  and  asked  them  to  talk  about  anything 
they  wanted. 

As  he  listened  to  their  words  he  dropped  stones  in  the  circles  that 
corresponded  to  what  they  were  talking  about.  When  the  person  was  finished 
talking,  he  looked  at  the  stones  in  the  circles  and  soon  found  out  that 
the  people  that  were  coming  to  the  ceremonies  and  not  getting  better  were 
people  that  were  still  caught  up  with  the  bad  circle.  He  realized  that 
forgiveness  was  the  most  important  thing  to  do  in  order  to  walk  on  the 
right  path.  But  he  could  not  tell  them  what  was  wrong  because  they  would 
fell  bad  and  get  angry  at  him  and  if  they  got  angry  at  him,  they  would  not 
listen  to  him. 

So  he  told  them  about  his  dream  and  he  showed  them  the  stones  in  the 
circles . 


A PRAYER 


0,  Great  Spirit  whose  voice  I hear  in  the  winds. 

And  whose  breath  gives  life  to  the  universe, hear  me. 

I am  your  child  of  light. 

I need  to  know  your  love. 

Let  me  walk  in  beauty  and  make  my  eyes  ever  behold 
the  red  and  purple  sunset. 

Make  my  hands  respect  the  things  your  have  made 
and  my  ears  sharp  to  hear  your  voice. 

Make  me  wise  so  that  I may  understand  the 
things  you  are  teaching  me. 

Let  me  learn  the  lessons  you  are  hiding  under 
every  leaf  and  rock. 

I seek  strength,  not  to  be  greater  than  my  brother, 
but  to  overcome  my  greatest  enemy  , myself. 

Make  me  always  ready  to  come  to  you  with  clean 
hands  and  straight  eyes. 

So  when  life  fades,  as  the  fading  sunset,  my 
Spirit  may  come  to  you  without  shame. 

I live  to  make  the  world  a better  place  to  live. 

It  starts  when  I make  myself  a better  person. 

It  spreads  trough  example. 

It  moves  me  to  tears  when  someone  finds  the  courage  to  do  the  same. 
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In  case  some  of  you  may  not  have  seen  this  or  did  not  keep  it, 

I am  re-posting  it.  Please,  note,  that  if  you  wish  to  pass  it 
on,  or  copy  it  and  display  it,  please,  I only  ask  that  you  not 
change  any  of  the  wording.  Thank  you. 

"AN  INDIAN  PRAYER  CHRISTMAS  DAY" 

December  25,  1995 

by:  Larry  Kibby,  Wiyot(Weott)  Nation,  California 

Great  Spirit  Grandfather, 

I send  these  words  to  you. 

To  Father  Sun, 

Grandmother  Moon, 

To  all  my  relations. 

To  Mother  Earth, 

And  to  the  Four  Winds 
The  sacred  seasons  of  life. 

Grandfather, 

Today  you  gave 
The  breath  of  life 
To  an  Indian  child. 

In  a most  sacred  way. 


Grandfather, 


This  Indian  Child 

Will  walk  amongst  his  people. 

With  his  head  held  high. 

With  dignity  and  pride. 

In  a most  sacred  way. 

Grandfather, 

This  Indian  Child 

Will  stand  before  his  people. 

With  honor  and  respect. 

In  a most  sacred  way. 

Grandfather, 

This  Indian  Child 

Will  be  strong  with 

Wisdom,  knowledge  and  understanding. 

That  will  come  from 

The  heart,  soul  and  mind. 

In  a most  sacred  way. 

Grandfather, 

This  Indian  Child 

Will  come  before 

A humble  nation  of  people. 

And  like  his  relations. 

The  Eagle  and  the  buffalo. 

Will  be  their  strength 
In  a most  sacred  way. 

Grandfather, 

This  Indian  Child, 

You  gave  to  us  in  a sacred  way. 

And  with  his  eyes 

He  will  see  all  that  is  good. 

And  with  his  ears. 

He  will  hear  all  that  is  good. 

And  the  words  he  will  speak 
Will  be  strong  and  powerful. 

In  a most  sacred  way. 

Grandfather, 

This  Indian  Child 

That  you  have  brought  before  us. 

Your  Native  American  Indian  people. 
Will  be  like  his  ancestors. 

That  have  gone  before  him 
On  their  journey. 

He  will  always  travel 

Within  the  sacred  circle  of  life. 

In  a most  sacred  way. 

Grandfather, 

This  Indian  Child, 

He  will  use 
His  Eagle  Staff, 

His  Sacred  Pipe, 

His  Sacred  Cedar, 

His  Sacred  Sage, 

His  Sacred  Sweetgrass, 

His  Drum  and  Songs, 

In  his  sacred  Ceremonies, 

In  his  Sacred  Sun  Dance, 

In  his  Sacred  Sweat  Lodge, 

In  a most  Sacred  Way. 


Grandfather, 

This  Indian  Child  will  be  strong  within. 

His  culture  and  religion. 

An  intricate  Heritage  from  his  past. 

In  a most  sacred  way. 

Grandfather, 

Thank  you  for  each  breath  of  life 
That  you  have  given  to  our  New  Born, 

For  tomorrow. 

Another  Indian  Child 

Will  Be  born  the  "Indian  Way." 

by: 

Larry  Kibby,  Program  Director 

Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society 

Elko  Indian  Colony 

1581  Pinenut  Circle 

Elko,  Nevada  89801 
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A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  22-28 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

22 

Cherish  my  hopes  and  dreams.  Beloved,  and  I will  cherish  you 

23 

Pursue  happiness;  capture  it  now,  and  never  let  it  go. 

24 

Sleep  passes  a mist  of  forgetfulness  over  our  sorrows. 

25 

In  peace  I go  forth  to  greet  each  day. 

26 

Snow  clothes  the  fiery  heart  of  the  volcano. 

27 

Hold  fast  to  friends,  for  they  are  the  greatest  of  treasures 

28 

May  all  your  days  be  remembered  in  gladness. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 
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To  all,  partial  info... 


CALL  TO  CONFERENCE  R.E.T.A.I.N.  1997 
Sharing  the  Vision 

Retention  in  Education  for  Today's  American  Indian  Nations 
March  8-11,  1997 
Memorial  Union 
Arizona  State  University 
Tempe,  Arizona 

Cosponsored  by:  Arizona  State  University,  Northern  Arizona  University 
and  the  University  of  Arizona 

Mission : 

The  mission  of  the  R.E.T.A.I.N.  (Retention  in  Education  for  Today's 
American  Indian  Nations)  Conference  is  to  coordinate  the  resources  of 
the  three  major  higher  education  institutions  in  the  state  of  Arizona 
in  a "long  term  commitment  to  address  the  retention  issues  of 
American  Indian  and  Native  Alaskan  students  at  the  national  level." 

Vision : 

The  vision  of  the  R.E.T.A.I.N.  Conference  is  to  "inspire  unity  for 
national  action"  on  the  issues  of  American  Indian  and  Native  Alaskan 
student  retention  in  higher  education  by  involving  tribal  leaders, 
students,  retention  researchers  and  practitioners,  college 
administrators,  state  boards  of  governing  regents  and  administrators 
of  tribal  colleges. 

"Keeping  the  Vision" 

The  first  R.E.T.A.I.N.  Conference  was  held  in  1996  at  the  University  of 
Arizona,  Tucson,  AZ.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  national  effort  to 
address  the  retention  issues  of  American  Indian  and  Native  Alaskan 
students  in  higher  education.  The  theme  "Keeping  the  Vision"  was 
inspired  by  an  excerpt  from  a text  by  Vine  Deloria,  Dr.  which  reminded 
us  that  together,  we  can  create  a vision  for  a better  tomorrow: 

"Visions,  in  the  Indian  context,  require  action  and  this  action 
manifests  itself  in  the  community,  enabling  the  people  to  go  forward  in 
confidence  and  obedience.  The  vision  is  complete,  it  is  comprehensive, 
it  includes  and  covers  everything,  and  there  is  no  mistaking  its 
applicability. " 

"Sharing  the  Vision" 

The  1997  R.E.T.A.I.N.  Conference's  overall  focus  continues  to  be 
retention  and  graduation  strategies  that  successfully  affect  American 
Indian  and  Alaskan  Native  students  in  higher  education.  However,  the 
1997  theme  "Sharing  the  Vision"  reflects  the  intention  to  expand  the 
scope  to  include  strategies  at  the  "Community  and  Tribal  College" 
level  which  emphasize  collaboration  efforts  with  universities  to 
create  a seamless  post-secondary  education  (e.g.  university 
partnerships  with  community  and  tribal  colleges). 

Goal 

The  goal  of  the  conference  is  to  facilitate  an  exchange  of  ideas  and 
methods  through  interactive  forum  sessions,  panels  and  poster 
sessions.  This  is  a unique  conference  since  all  participants 
(audience  and  presenters)  are  expected  to  express  their  views, 
opinions  and  recommendations  in  the  forum  sessions. 

During  R.E.T.A.I.N.  1996,  researchers,  practitioners,  administrators, 
directors,  students,  tribal  leaders  and  community  members  were  brought 
together  in  a process  where  they  could  learn  from  one  another, 
identify  model  approaches  and  programs,  develop  strategies,  and 
recommend  action  that  will  help  the  national  community  move  American 
Indian  and  Alaskan  Native  students  in  higher  education  toward  success 
through  graduation. 

Time  lines: 

December  31,  1996  Deadline  for  proposals 

January  31,  1997  Notice  of  Selection 

February  7,  1997  Pre-registration  due 


Proposals : 

All  presenters  are  required  to  register  for  the  conference. 
Presenters  will  give  a 20  minute  overview  of  their  research  or 
program,  followed  by  a facilitated  discussion. 

For  further  information  on  submission  contact: 

Dellina  Bergen,  Conference  Coordinator 
American  Indian  Institute 
Arizona  State  U. 

Box  879909 

Tempe,  AZ  85287-9909 
Phone  (602)965-8044  FAX  (602)965-7201 
E-Mail:  Bergen@oir.arizona.edu 
Registration  fees: 

$225.00  Pre-registration  (must  be  postmarked  by  Feb.  7,  1997) 

$250.00  Registration  (after  Feb.  7,  1997) 

$75.00  One  Day  Registration 

$100.00  Student  Registration*(requires  photocopy  of  valid  student  ID) 
$20.00  One  Day  Student  Registration* 

* Scholarships  are  available  for  students.  Students  should  contact  us 
directly  for  alternative  low-cost  conference  housing. 

Payment  should  be  sent  to:  Dellina  Bergen,  Conference  Coordinator, 
American  Indian  Institute,  Arizona  State  U.,  Box  879909,  Tempe,  AZ 
85287-9909  Phone  (602)965-8044  FAX  (602)965-7201 
E-Mail:  Bergen@oir.arizona.edu 

Registration  will  be  limited  to  300  participants  due  to  constraints 
of  facilities.  This  conference  has  received  tremendous  preliminary 
interest  and  registration  is  expected  to  reach  the  maximum  limit  prior 
to  Dec.  31,  1996. 

For  further  information  contact:  Dellina  Bergen,  Conference 
Coordinator,  American  Indian  Institute,  Arizona  State  U.,  Box  879909, 
Tempe,  AZ  85287-9909  Phone  (602)965-8044  FAX  (602)965-7201 
E-Mail:  Bergen@oir.arizona.edu 


Best,  Dohn  Berry 


Holiday  pOWwows******************** 

From  News  From  Indian  Country: 

Dec  26-3an  1,  Miccosukee  Art  Fest,  Miccosukee  Indian  Reservation 
Miami,  FL.  305-223-8380 

Dec  27-29,  Amigos  New  Year,  Amigos  Complex,  Tucson,  AZ 
602-622-4900 

Dec  31-3an  1,  On  the  Red  Road  New  Years  Celebration  of  Sobriety, 
MAIC,  Minneapolis,  MN  612-724-3129 

Dec  31-3an  1,  New  Year's  Pow  Wow,  Cherry  Creek,  SD 
605-538-4221 

Dec  31,  The  Good  Medicine  Society  Pow  Wow,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 
405-943-7935 

Dec  31,  Menominee  New  Years  Eve,  Neopit,  WI 
715-756-2354 

From  The  Spike 

Dec.  28,  Wounded  Knee  Memorial  Dinner,  Staffordville,  CT 
860-945-0495 

Dec.  31,  New  Year's  Powwow,  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  WI 
906-635-6074 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Freedom  Heart  Rising,  David  R.  Givers,  Brian  Hauk,  Debra  F.  Sanders, 
lacki  Leroux,  Carlos  Holguin  via  Alan  Mandell,  Ishgooda,  Steven  Radulovich, 
Gaston  Lavoie,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  lanet  Smith,  Larry  Kibby, 
John  McConnell  via  Ann  Stewart,  Standing  Bear,  Wolf  McSherry,  Doe  Campagna, 
lames  M.  Grijalva,  Bernadette  Chato,  Gary  S.  Trujillo,  Laurie  Anne  Whitt, 
South  and  Meso  American  Indian  Rights  Center (SAIIC) , Alan  Dixon,  Serena 


Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE- L or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 


Date:  Thu,  19  December  96  08:00  -0500 
From:  lanet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 


Date:  Mon,  16  Dec  1996  22:45:27  -0700 
From:  denglish@ecst.csuchico.edu  (denglish) 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier  Clemency:  campaign  tour  now  on  the  road 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Correction  to  Peltier  Christmas  Clemency  Tour 

I was  in  error  I believe  when  my  previous  post  stated  this  tour  was  ending 
in  Kansas.  My  humble  apologies.  Please  be  advised  that  the  Christmas 
Clemency  Tour  does  not  end  in  Kansas  but  will  as  far  as  I know  continue  on 
to  Chicago  and  the  other  destinations  as  noted  below.  It  is  a good  program 
and  I hope  you  will  have  the  opportunity  to  enjoy  the  camaraderie  which  I 
experienced  at  the  Chico  event  and  support  the  Clemency  effort  if  that  is 
your  wish.  Call  the  contacts  listed  for  more  information.  Anyone  having  an 
update  may  want  to  add/correct  this  report  with  the  latest  information.  The 
show  is  on  the  road... 


All  the  best, 

dorette  quintana  english 

chico,  CA 


Tour  Date 


THE  TOUR 

Site 


Contact  Person 


Contact  Phone  # 


Dec.  17th 
Dec.  19-20th 
Dec.  22nd 
Dec.  23rd 


Bemidji,  MN. 
Mpls/St . Paul 
Oneida,  WS. 
Chicago,  IL. 


TBA 

TBA 

D.  Powless 
Ed  2 Rivers 


Dorette  Quintana  English 
P.O.  Box  4889 
Chico,  CA  95927 


TBA 

TBA 

414-869-2641 

312-728-6756 


Date:  Tue,  10  Dec  1996  23:53:59  -0500 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net  (Ishgooda) 

Sub j : fourth  annual  sobriety  pow  wow  (Columbus,  Ohio,  31  Dec.) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


ANNOUNCING  THE  FOURTH  ANNUAL  SOBRIETY  POW  WOW 
WHERE:  HESSE  OWENS  RECREATIONAL  CENTER  SO. 

175  W.  11th.  AVE. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

WHEN: 

NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  Tuesday  December  31,  1996 

Doors  Open  to  public  10:00  AM 
GRAND  ENTRY:  1:00  PM  Closes  2:00  AM 

NEW  YEAR'S  DAY  Wednesday  January  1,  1997 

Doors  Open  to  public  10:00  AM 

GRAND  ENTRY:  NOON  Closes  5:00PM 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

Enjoy  Native  American  Culture  Traders,  Food,  Dances  and  Music. 

Talking  Circles  and  AA  Meetings  on  site 
Special  Midnight  Ceremony  on  New  Year's  Eve 
Limited  Seating  so  Bring  your  own  chair 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

PUBLIC  INVITED 
Adults  $5.00 

Elders  3.00  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS  OR  WEAPONS  PERMITTED 

Students  3.00 

ages  6-12  3.00 

under  5 FREE 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Dennis  Banks 
Arena  Director:  Kenny  Irwin 

Head  Man  Dancer:  TBA 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  TBA 

Head  Veteran  Dancer:  TBA 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

TRADER  INFORMATION: 

Call  Dan  or  Betty  Jaeger  614-  879-8469 
Native  American  Traders  Only  (by  invitation) 

Pre-registration  Required 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

SPONSORED  BY: 

Host  Organization:  Ohio  Center  for  Native  American  Affairs 

614-226-0460 

Co-Host:  Sacred  Run  Foundation 

606-431-2346 

Endorsed  by:  American  Indian  Movement 

Ohio  and  Kentucky  Chapters 
American  Indian  council 
c/o  Native  American  Student  Programs 
614-292-7521 

«« {{{{}}}} »» 

"RE : Keweenaw  Bay  Red  Alert"  

Date:  Tue,  17  Dec  1996  01:40:42  -0500 
From:  lawhitt@mtu.edu  (Laurie  Anne  Whitt) 

Sub j : Keweenaw  Bay  RED  ALERT! 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Around  1 a.m.  on  Tuesday,  17  December  Keweenaw  Bay  Tribal  Police  in  full 
riot  gear  broke  down  the  door  of  the  rectory  of  the  Holy  Name  of  Jesus 
Church,  maced  the  occupants,  and  forcibly  entered  Father  John  Hascall's 
bedroom.  Colin  Vann,  a member  of  the  protest  group  Fight  For  Justice  (which 
has  been  granted  sanctuary  by  the  Catholic  Church  for  the  past  16  months) 
was  badly  beaten  and  arrested.  Another  member,  Paul  Halverson  - who  was 
guarding  Father  John  - was  also  arrested,  after  Padre  urged  him  to  go 
peaceably.  (Padre  himself  was  not  arrested,  although  there  is  a warrant  out 
for  his  arrest.)  The  police  also  broke  into  the  convent  where  elders  and 


children  were  sleeping. 

All  of  this  is  taking  place  on  the  eve  of  Tribal  Elections,  scheduled  for 
21  December.  Both  AIM  and  the  Witnesses  For  Non-Violence  have  been  called 
in,  and  we  are  urging  all  those  who  support  this  struggle  to  come  to  the 
Holy  Name  of  lesus  Church  and  help  prevent  further  violence.  The  Church  is 
located  several  miles  to  the  north  and  west  of  Baraga,  Michigan  on  Route 
41.  If  you  are  unable  to  come,  PLEASE  fax  the  following  numbers,  urging 
negotiations  and  a peaceful  resolution  to  this  dangerous  situation! 

Representative  Bart  Stupak 
Fax:  202-225-4744 

Senator  Carl  Levin 
Fax:  202-224-1388 

Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  Tribal  Chair,  Fred  Dakota 
Fax:  906-353-7540 

Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  Tribal  Police 
Fax:  906-353-6838 

For  background  on  this  situation,  please  consult  earlier  postings  to  this 
list.  Detailed  information,  including  a chronology  of  events,  can  be  found 
at  http : //www . edwardsl . com/ rose/ nat ive/f f j/ff j . htm 

"RE : Help  for  Skokomish  Tribe"  

Date:  Tue,  17  Dec  1996  10:24:57  -0700 
From:  serena@digisys.net  (serena) 

Sub j : Urgent  Help  for  Skokomish  Tribe 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

We  have  an  urgent  request.  The  City  of  Tacoma  is  putting  out 
misinformation  and  clouding  the  issue  of  their  taking  and  destroying  the 
Skokomish  River  and  salmon  runs  on  the  North  Fork  and  the  people  have 
always  depended  on  the  river  for  food.  Could  you  please  send  out  a request 
for  letters  and  faxes  to  FERC  and  the  City  of  Tacoma,  thanks  Serena 

Federal  Agency  Gives  Skokomish  River  to  the  City  of  Tacoma 

by  Marsha  Shaiman 

"The  City  of  Tacoma  built  the  dam  and  we  lost  the  River,"  states 
leanne  Evernden,  Skokomish  Tribal  Elder. 

The  Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission  (FERC)  has  just  released 
its  final  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (FEIS)  for  the  City  of  Tacoma's 
license  application  to  continue  to  illegally  divert  the  North  Fork 
Skokomish  River.  For  over  65  years  Tacoma's  unlicensed  Cushman 
hydroelectric  project,  on  the  Olympic  Peninsula  of  Washington  State,  has 
diverted  the  River  to  their  Hood  Canal  power  plant,  with  disastrous 
effects  to  the  watershed.  The  contents  of  the  FEIS  indicate  FERC  has 
decided  that  the  River,  which  for  thousands  of  years  provided  cultural, 
economic,  and  spiritual  sustenance  for  the  Skokomish  Indian  Tribe,  belongs 
to  the  City  of  Tacoma  to  continue  to  do  with  as  they  wish  for  the  next  30 
years . 

"This  is  a fishing  community.  Fishing  in  the  River  was  their  whole 
living,"  according  to  Skokomish  Elder  Helen  Rudy.  To  the  Tribe,  Tacoma's 
taking  of  the  River  "would  be  like  taking  away  your  livelihood." 

In  the  early  1920' s the  Washington  Department  of  Fisheries 
considered  the  North  Fork  and  mainstem  Skokomish  "among  the  most  important 
and  valuable  food  salmon  spawning  streams  in  the  State  of  Washington." 
Illegally  built  without  fish  passage,  the  dams  block  salmon  from  84%  of 
the  North  Fork,  and  flow  of  the  River  below  the  lower  dam  is  reduced  by 
96%.  Some  North  Fork  salmon  runs,  once  among  the  richest  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  are  now  extinct  and  others  nearly  so. 


Tacoma's  Cushman  project  has  done  more  than  destroy  the  salmon 
runs.  Tribal  Councilmember  Gale  Longshore  says,  "I've  seen  tribal  people 
lose  their  homes.  I've  seen  tribal  people  forced  to  move  because  the 
flooding  is  so  bad.  I've  seen  tribal  members'  homes  get  damaged,  as  well 
as  our  neighbors'.  I've  seen  tribal  members  having  to  raise  their  homes  to 
accommodate  floods." 

Diversion  of  the  North  Fork  has  dewatered  the  mainstem  Skokomish 
by  40%,  drastically  reducing  its  sediment  carrying  ability,  causing  it  to 
silt  up.  During  the  heavy  winter  rains  severe  overbank  flooding  now  occurs 
both  on  and  off  the  reservation.  "In  the  end,  if  our  interests  aren't 
looked  at,  we  will  no  longer  be  the  People  of  the  River,  we  will  be  the 
people  of  the  swamp,"  states  Gale  Longshore. 

Past  Skokomish  Tribal  Chairman  Joseph  Pavel  told  Tacoma,  "You're 
producing  power  that  we're  paying  for.  You  act  like  it's  cheap,  but  it's 
not  cheap." 

In  their  efforts  to  restore  the  watershed,  the  Skokomish  Tribe  has 
been  forced  to  quantify  the  harm  the  project  has  done  to  them  and  the 
general  public;  the  Tribe  estimates  damage  upwards  of  $2  billion.  This 
includes  destruction  of  the  salmon  fisheries,  loss  of  shellfish  and  marine 
fish  in  the  Skokomish  estuary,  loss  of  wildlife,  loss  of  the  Tribes  treaty 
protected  usual  and  accustomed  fishing,  hunting,  and  gathering  sites,  loss 
of  their  cultural  sites,  and  damage  to  the  Skokomish  Reservation  located 
at  the  mouth  of  the  mainstem  Skokomish  River  on  Hood  Canal. 

Ignoring  harm  to  the  public  from  the  project  and  their  legal 
mandate  to  protect  the  public  interest,  FERC's  economic  analysis  in  the 
FEIS  discusses  only  purported  costs  to  Tacoma  should  the  flows  be  returned 
to  the  North  Fork.  They  also  ignore  the  City's  "excess  revenues"  (profit) 
from  70  years  of  Cushman  operation,  valued  today  at  $1  billion.  When  asked 
to  address  the  true  economic  cost  of  the  project,  FERC  wrote,  "This 
exceeds  the  scope  of  our  analysis  of  project  economics." 

Absent  from  the  FEIS  is  an  analysis  of  restoring  full  flows  to  the 
River.  Although  they  admit  this  would  benefit  the  fisheries,  FERC  is 
unwilling  to  consider  this  alternative  which  is  supported  by  the  Tribe, 
federal,  state,  and  local  resource  agencies,  and  conservation 
organizations  for  the  benefit  of  all.  Instead  they  recommend,  in  violation 
of  state  law  banning  out  of  basin  diversion,  that  Tacoma  be  allowed  to 
divert  2/3  of  the  North  Fork  and  return  only  1/3  to  the  river-bed. 

The  Cushman  project  produces  4%  of  Tacoma's  power  sales  and  the 
FEIS  fails  to  disclose  the  low  cost  to  Tacoma  residents  of  returning  the 
River  to  its  bed.  The  City  has  admitted  that  shutting  the  Cushman  project 
down  would  cause,  at  most,  a slight  increase  of  Tacoma  residential 
electricity  rates,  according  to  a Seattle  news  program.  The  Tribe's 
estimate  is  an  average  rate  increase  of  $1.29  per  month  to  each  Tacoma 
residence  to  return  the  flows  and  pay  minimal  mitigation  costs.  Tacoma  can 
restore  the  river  and  retain  their  low  power  rates  - half  the  national 
average  and  15%  below  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

In  partnership  with  resource  agencies,  conservation  groups,  and 
local  residents,  the  Tribe  is  now  completing  a plan  for  restoring  the 
Skokomish  watershed.  Return  of  substantial  flows  to  the  North  Fork  is  a 
critical  component.  This  will  wash  out  accumulated  sediment  and  provide 
needed  water  and  habitat  for  salmon. 

Cushman  project  construction,  operation,  and  maintenance  were  not 
licensed  by  the  federal  government;  the  only  license  the  project  has  is  to 
flood  8.8  acres  of  federal  land.  Lack  of  licensing  means  the  federal 
government  failed  to  provide  required  environmental  oversight.  They  share 
responsibility  with  Tacoma  for  project  related  damages.  The  Tribe  asks 
that  the  federal  government  also  share  the  responsibility  to  resolve  the 
problems  caused  by  allowing  Tacoma's  irresponsible  operation  of  the 
Cushman  project. 

Since  Tacoma  refuses  to  return  the  water  to  the  North  Fork  and 
FERC  refuses  to  require  them  to  do  so,  the  Tribe  is  proposing  a 
legislative  solution  to  this  dilemma.  They  want  federal  involvement  in  the 
Cushman  Project:  Tacoma  would  retain  the  upper  dam  and  generating  plant 
but  be  bought  out  of  the  lower  dam  (which  diverts  the  North  Fork)  and  the 
Hood  Canal  power  plant.  Project  damage  mitigation  would  be  split  between 


Tacoma  and  the  federal  government. 

Skokomish  Tribal  Elder,  Toe  Andrews,  Sr.  remembers  the  watershed 
before  the  Cushman  dams  and  knows  how  to  restore  it:  "This  River  of  ours 
has  provided  a lot  of  fish,  trout,  and  enjoyment.  I miss  my  enjoyment  of 
pulling  up  there  in  my  canoe  and  camping.  The  game  was  plenty  and  the 
berries.  It  was  a paradise.  If  I had  my  way,  I'd  say,  'Put  that  water 
right  back  where  she  belongs  and  leave  it  alone.'" 

To  help  the  Skokomish  Tribe  restore  the  Skokomish  River  and  watershed 
please  write  to  the  people  listed  below,  cite  FERC  Project  #460  (send  a 
copy  of  your  letter  to  the  Tribe,  address  below).  These  are  some  of  the 
major  points: 

1)  The  federal  government  should  play  a major  role  in  restoring 
the  North  Fork  Skokomish  River  since  it  is  responsible  for  allowing  Tacoma 
to  operate  the  environmentally  unsound  Cushman  project  for  70  years. 

2)  Dewatering  of  the  North  Fork  has  ruined  the  fisheries,  degraded 
the  Skokomish  estuary,  and  increased  flooding.  Support  the  plan  developed 
by  the  Tribe  and  others  to  return  the  water  to  the  North  Fork,  resolving 
these  problems  for  everyone's  benefit. 

3)  Tacoma  residents  currently  pay  about  half  the  national  average 
and  15%  below  the  rest  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  for  power.  According  to 
Tacoma,  shutting  the  project  down  would  cause,  at  most,  a slight  rate 
increase.  The  Skokomish  Tribe  agrees. 

4)  The  Cushman  project  violates  the  Skokomish  Tribe's  treaty 
rights  including  their  right  to  the  salmon,  and  to  fishing,  hunting, 
gathering  and  cultural  sites.  The  federal  government  is  suing  Tacoma  for 
illegally  taking  Reservation  land. 

Write  the  following:  Governor  Gary  Locke,  Legislative  Bldg,  Olympia  WA 
98504;  Senator  Patty  Murray,  U.S.  Senate,  Washington  DC  20510;  Hon.  Norm 
Dicks,  U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  Washington  DC  20515;  Tacoma  Mayor 
Brian  Ebersole,  747  Market  St.,  Suite  1200,  Tacoma  WA  98402;  Chair 
Elizabeth  Moler,  F.E.R.C.,  825  N.  Capitol  St.  NE,  Washington  DC  20426. 

For  more  information  or  for  a showing  of  the  Skokomish  Tribe's  video  about 
the  watershed  and  plans  for  restoration,  contact  Victor  Martino,  Skokomish 
Tribe  Project  Manager,  8424  NE  Beck  Road,  Bainbridge  Island  WA  98110. 
Phone:  (206)  842-5386,  fax:  (206)  780-5332,  email:  martino@interserv.com. 

Visit  our  web  pages  at: 

http://conbio.bio.uci . edu/nae/ skokomish . html, 
http://conbio.bio.uci.edu/nae/ skokomish2.html,  and 
http://conbio.bio.uci .edu/nae/ skokomish3 . html . 

"RE : Chiapas  Northern  Zone"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Dec  1996  10:48:03  -0800 
From:  saiic@igc.apc.org  (SAIIC) 

Sub j : Urgent  Action:  Chiapas  Northern  Zone  (Mexico) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Date:  Mon,  9 Dec  1996  10:13:35  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Global  Exchange  <globalexch@igc . org> 


ESTACION  NORTE 

para  la  Distensio'n  y Reconciliaci ' on 

CEDIAC  - CDHFBC  - SIPAZ  - CONPAZ  - GLOBAL  EXCHANGE 

URGENT  ACTION 
December  9,  1996 

On  the  morning  of  December  5,  1996  a delegation  representing 
Estacion  Norte,  a group  made  up  of  five  national  and  international 
non-governmental  organizations  working  in  Chiapas,  was  detained  for  three 


hours,  robbed  and  threatened  in  the  northern  zone  of  the  state  by  the 
paramilitary  organization  called  'Paz  y Dusticia'  ('Peace  and  Justice'). 
The  delegation  of  12  people,  which  included  Mexican  nationals  and 
international  volunteers,  was  carrying  approximately  two  tons  of 
humanitarian  aid  destined  for  Choi  indigenous  communities  which  have  been 
displaced  from  their  villages  within  the  last  year  by  paramilitary 
violence  in  the  region. 

At  9:00  a.m.,  at  the  turnoff  of  the  road  leading  to  the  community 
of  Miguel  Aleman,  approximately  200  members  of  'Paz  y Dusticia'  armed  with 
machetes  detained  the  delegation.  The  men  threatened  and  insulted  the 
delegation  members  while  unloading  humanitarian  aid  and  loading  it  into 
trucks  to  take  to  Miguel  Aleman. 

The  leader  of  'Paz  y Dusticia'  obligated  members  of  the  delegation 
to  identify  themselves,  took  down  their  names  and  took  photographs  of 
them.  They  searched  the  vehicles  and  the  bags  of  all  the  delegation 
members,  stealing  personal  objects:  cameras,  recorders,  documents,  etc. 
They  declared  that  they  would  not  allow  the  group  to  continue  down  the 
road  or  turn  back,  threatening  to  keep  them  hostage  for  weeks.  The  'Paz  y 
Dusticia'  members  threatened  to  rape  women  in  the  group,  and  as  well  as 
to  ' desnucarles ' (slash  their  throats). 

Three  vehicles  of  the  Mexican  Federal  Army  passed  by  several  times 
during  the  three  hours  the  group  was  detained.  The  delegation  also  noted 
members  of  the  army  and  the  state  police  force  observing  them  from  a hill 
approximately  200  meters  away.  These  groups  witnessed  the  events  without 
intervening,  despite  the  fact  that  the  previous  day  the  state  government 
had  promised  to  provide  police  protection  for  the  group  while  they  were  in 
transit  through  the  zone. 

After  three  hours,  the  Mexican  Federal  Army  at  last  intervened  and 
the  delegation  was  released,  though  none  of  their  belongings  were 
recovered.  As  they  left,  the  'Paz  y Dusticia'  members  threatened  to 
'darles  un  plomazo'  ('shoot  them')  if  they  returned  to  the  zone. 

For  these  reasons,  the  Estacion  Norte  expresses  its  serious 
concern  regarding: 

-The  growing  climate  of  violence  in  the  northern  zone  of  the  state, 
including  efforts  by  'Paz  y Dusticia'  to  impede  the  return  of  the 
displaced  residents; 

-The  lack  of  security  for  the  displaced  people  once  they  are  able  to 
return  to  their  communities; 

-The  lack  of  security  for  the  free  passage  of  people  and  humanitarian 
organizations  that  visit  the  region; 

-The  apparent  complicity  of  the  state  police  force  and  the  federal 
military,  who  have  not  demonstrated  a willingness  to  maintain  order  and 
control  paramilitary  groups  in  the  zone. 

Estacion  Norte  also  expresses  its  determination  to  continue  its 
humanitarian  work  in  the  region,  and  appeals  to  the  national  and 
international  civil  society,  as  well  as  all  groups  involved  in  the  peace 
process  in  Chiapas,  to  stay  informed  of  further  developments  in  this 
region . 

We  also  request  that  you  send  faxes  to  the  authorities  (listed  below) 
calling  for  the  following: 

1.  Respect  for  the  human  rights  and  free  transit  of  Estacion  Norte  team 
members,  the  delegations  of  observers  that  accompany  them,  and 
humanitarian  organizations  that  enter  the  region; 

2.  Security  guarantees  for  the  displaced  peoples  in  the  process  of 
returning  to  their  communities  and  afterwards; 

3.  Immediate  and  effective  measures  to  end  the  violent  actions  of  the 
paramilitary  group  'Paz  y Dusticia'  so  that  a real  process  of  peace  and 
reconciliation  can  begin  in  the  Choi  communities  in  the  north  of  Chiapas. 

Please  send  your  faxes  to: 

Lie.  Dulio  Cesa'r  Rui'z  Ferro 

Governor,  Chiapas 

Fax.  011-52  (961)  2 09  17 


C.  Eraclio  Zepeda  Ramos 

Secretary  of  State,  Chiapas 

Fax  011-52  (961)  6 53  74  / 6 53  76 

Lie.  Mario  Arturo  Coutino 
Director  of  Government,  Chiapas 
Fax  011-52  (961)  3 34  42 

3orge  Madrazo  Cuellar 

Attorney  General  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico 
Fax  011-52  (5)  626-4419 

Dr.  Ernesto  Zedillo 
President  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico 
Fax  011-52  (5)  515-1794 
webadmon@op  .presidencia.  gob . mx 


South  and  Meso  American  Indian  Rights  Center  (SAIIC) 

P.0.  Box  28703 
Oakland  CA,  94604 

Phone:  (510)834-4263  Fax:  (510)834-4264 
Email:  saiic@igc.apc.org 

Office:  1714  Franklin  Street,  3rd  Floor,  Oakland 

Home  Page:  http: //www. maxwell . syr . edu/nativeweb/abyayala/orgs/ saiic/ 

For  more  information  about  SAIIC,  send  an  empty  email  message  to: 
saiic- inf o@igc .apc.org 

"RE : We  Have  No  Word  for  Art"  

Date:  Mon,  9 Dec  1996  17:17:13  GMT 

From:  gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us  (Gary  S.  Trujillo) 

Sub j : "We  Have  No  Word  for  Art"  / "Columbus  Day  Blockade"  (videos) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I have  just  gotten  a call  from  Rogulja  Wolf,  who  produced  a 55  minute 
video  called  "We  Have  No  Word  for  Art,"  which  is  being  shown  this  week, 
along  with  "Columbus  Day  Blockade"  as  part  of  a series  called  "On  This 
Land:  Indigenous  Legacies  in  the  Americas,"  which  is  being  carried  by 
cable  TV  systems  across  the  United  States.  Mr.  Wolf  called  me  because 
I had  suggested  to  the  contact  person  for  Free  Speech  TV,  which  is  the 
distributor  of  the  series,  that  it  might  be  possible  to  set  up  some 
mailing  list  based  conversations  with  the  artists  responsible  for  doing 
the  features  in  the  series.  I tried  to  do  so  with  a couple  of  features 
a couple  of  weeks  ago  with  the  NATCHAT  list  after  the  producers  of  two 
videos  that  were  being  shown  that  week  contacted  me  - but  nothing  ever 
came  of  the  suggestion,  for  whatever  reason. 

Here  are  brief  descriptions  of  the  two  videos  being  carried  this  week. 

I believe  each  is  just  under  an  hour. 

"We  Have  No  Word  for  Art"  (Rogulja  Wolf) 

Focuses  on  the  essence  of  American  Indian  painting:  the  unbroken  tradition 
of  creative  expression  that  reaches  the  roots  of  Indian  culture. 

"Columbus  Day  Blockade"  (Lori  Windle) 

An  account  of  the  successful  efforts  of  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM) 
leaders  Russell  Means,  Ward  Churchill,  Cohuilla  Red  Elk,  and  Glen  Morris 
to  stop  the  1991  Columbus  Day  Parade  in  Denver,  Colorado. 

You  can  see  this  video  if  it  is  carried  by  your  local  cable  company  some 
time  this  week.  For  more  information,  please  see  the  Free  Speech  TV  Web 
page  at  "http://www.freespeech.org/tierl2graph.htm"  You  will  need  to  get 
in  touch  with  your  local  station  cable  company  to  get  information  on  the 
date  and  time  this  series  is  being  shown,  or  call  Giselle  Pellikan  at 
Free  Speech  TV  (303-442-5693). 


Mr.  Wolf  (who  goes  by  the  name  "Wolf"  as  if  it  were  his  first  name)  would 
be  willing  to  be  in  touch  with  anyone  who  might  care  to  comment  on  or 
discuss  his  video.  I said  that  I might  be  able  to  set  up  a special-purpose 
mailing  list  for  the  purpose  if  enough  people  seem  interested.  His  address 
is  "wolf@stonecircle.com"  I have  asked  him  to  send  me  the  addresses  of 
anyone  who  would  like  to  be  part  of  a group  discussion. 

Gary 


Gary  S.  Trujillo 
Somerville,  Massachusetts 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Dec  1996  12:23:29  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Bernadette  Chato  <chato@unm.edu> 

Sub j : Schedule  for  Native  America  Calling 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Here's  the  latest  schedule  for  ^Native  America  Calling.*  Since  we  produce 
a new  show  every  day,  we  are  always  looking  for  knowledgeable  people 
(preferably  Native  Americans)  to  be  guests  on  our  show.  If  you  have  a 
recommendation  for  a guest  after  reading  the  topics  for  upcoming  shows, 
please  e-mail  our  producer  directly  at  harlan@unm.edu.  Your  help  is 
appreciated . 

A list  of  stations  follows  the  schedule.  If  you  want  to  find  out  more 
about  coverage  in  your  area,  please  follow  instructions  given. 

Thanks.  BC 


To:  NEWS  DIRECTORS,  PROGRAM  DIRECTORS,  GENERAL  MANAGERS 

Fr:  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 

Dt:  DECEMBER  13,  1996 

Re:  SCHEDULE  FOR  DECEMBER  16-20,  1996 

Native  America  Calling,  the  first  national  call-in  radio  program 
to  focus  on  Native  issues,  began  daily  one-hour  feeds  on  6/5/95. 
Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 

Channel  Info:  Digital  Frequency  B68.2 

Galaxy  4,  Transponder  B 
Broadcast  Rights: 

Each  program  is  designed  for  live  use.  The  fee  to  carry  NATIVE 
AMERICA  CALLING  is  determined  on  whether  the  station  is  a member 
of  AIROS.  There  is  a set  fee  for  AIROS  members;  if  not  a member, 
fee  is  based  on  station's  annual  revenue. 

Questions : 

Programming,  Harlan  McKosato,  NAC  Producer  505-277-5201 
Distribution/Promotion,  Dohn  Gregg,  AIROS  402-472-0941 


****  PROGRAM  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  **** 
Watch  the  DACS  or  your  FAX  for  updates!! 


gst@gnosys . svle . ma . us 
{bu.edu, spdcc,cdp}!gnosys!gst 


Host:  Tom  Beaver 

Wellness  Host:  Sharon  McConnell 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  FOR  12/16  - 12/20: 

Mon  - 12/16:  Canada's  First  Nations: 

The  Musqueam  Indians  of  British  Columbia  have  their  sights  set 
on  regaining  a portion  of  their  ancestral  lands  - all  of 
downtown  Vancouver.  The  Canadian  government  is  willing  to 
negotiate  a new  treaty.  Is  it  time  for  all  tribes  to 
renegotiate  their  treaties?  Guests  include  Canadian  Minister 
of  Indian  Affairs  Ron  Irwin  and  Musqueam  Chief  Doe  Becker. 

Tues  - 12/17:  Nepotism: 

The  extended  family  is  important  to  native  people.  We  tend  to 
trust  our  relatives,  but  should  we  draw  the  line  when  it  comes 


to  hiring  and  making  political  appointments?  Dust  how  bad  is 
nepotism  in  Indian  Country?  Perry  Beaver,  Principal  Chief  of  the 
Creek  Nation  and  cousin  of  NAC  host  Tom  Beaver,  is  the  guest. 

Wed  - 12/18:  Housing  in  Indian  Country: 

Recent  stories  of  housing  fraud  are  making  the  headlines.  How 
can  fraud  be  eliminated?  Is  it  a sign  of  inefficiency  or  just 
plain  dishonesty? 

Thurs  - 12/19:  Combating  Agricultural  Pollution: 

The  runoff  from  farming  pesticides  and  insecticides  is  causing 
concern  among  environmentalists.  But  farming  is  big  business, 
for  tribes  as  well.  Will  the  two  sides  reach  a middle  ground? 

Or  are  there  viable  alternatives?  Special  report  by  Tanya  Ott. 

Fri  - 12/20:  Wellness  Edition>  Home  for  the  Holiday's: 

Many  native  communities  celebrate  the  Christmas  season  with 
community  events.  This  helps  to  create  a healthier  sense  of 
community  for  both  families  and  individuals?  What  community 
activities  are  you  involved  in  during  the  holidays? 

♦Native  America  Calling*  is  produced  and  directed  by  Harlan 
McKosato  (Sac  and  Fox  from  Oklahoma).  Tom  Beaver  (Muscogee 
Creek  from  Minnesota)  is  Host/Associate  Producer,  and  Features 
Producer/Editor  is  Bernadette  Chato  (Navajo  from  New  Mexico) . 

*NAC*  is  a production  of  Native  American  Public 
Telecommunications,  Inc.  Offices  for  *Native  America  Calling* 
are  located  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  The  program  is  produced 
at  the  studios  of  KUNM  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico.  The 
staff  of  *Native  America  Calling*  can  be  reached  at  505-277-5201 
or  by  fax  at  505-277-4286.  Address  correspondence  to  PO  Box 
40164,  Albuquerque,  NM  87196,  or  e-mail  to  native@unm.edu. 

For  information  on  how  your  local  public  radio  station  can  carry 
the  program,  call  Dohn  Belindo,  AIROS  at  1-800-571-6885  or  e- 
mail  to  his  attention  to  jbelindo@unlinfo.unl.edu. 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<  >>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

RADIO  STATIONS  AIRING  *NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING* 

Produced  in  Albuquerque,  NM 


KABR 

1500 

AM 

Alamo,  New  Mexico 

KBRW 

680 

AM 

Barrow,  Alaska 

KBSU 

730 

AM 

Boise,  Idaho 

KCIE 

90.5 

FM 

Dulce,  New  Mexico 

KCUK 

88.1 

FM 

Chevak,  Alaska 

KEYA 

88.5 

FM 

Belcourt,  North  Dakota 

KGHR 

91.5 

FM 

Tuba  City,  Arizona 

KGLP 

91.7 

FM 

Gallup,  New  Mexico 

KGVA 

88.1 

FM 

Fort  Belknap,  Montana 

KIDE 

91.3 

FM 

Hoopa,  California 

KILI 

90.1 

FM 

Porcupine,  South  Dakota 

KNBA 

90.3 

FM 

Anchorage,  Alaska 

KNSA 

930 

AM 

Unalakleet,  Alaska 

KOTZ 

720 

AM 

Kotzebue,  Alaska 

KRCL 

90.9 

FM 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

KSKA 

91.1 

FM 

Anchorage,  Alaska 

KSKO 

870 

AM 

McGrath,  Alaska 

KSUT 

91.3 

FM 

Ignacio,  Colorado 

KTDB 

89.7 

FM 

Pinehill,  New  Mexico 

KUNM 

89.9 

FM 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

KWSO 

91.9 

FM 

Warm  Springs,  Oregon 

KYUK 

640 

AM 

Bethel,  Alaska 

WYRU 

1160 

AM 

Red  Springs,  North  Carolina 

Most  stations  carry  *Native  America  Calling*  live  at  1300-1359 
Eastern  Time.  However  some  stations  opt  to  air  the  program  on  tape  delay. 
Call  the  particular  station  for  broadcast  time. 

If  you  do  not  see  a station  listed  for  your  area,  consider  calling 
your  local  public  radio  station  to  ask  if  they  could  carry  it.  The  rates 
are  VERY  reasonable.  Information,  including  rates  and  a demo  tape,  on 
♦Native  America  Calling*  can  be  obtained  by  calling  Dohn  Belindo, 
manager,  American  Indian  Radio  on  Satellite  Network  (AIROS)  at 


1-800-571-6885. 


# # # 


Bernadette  Chato,  Features  Producer 
NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 
The  Nation's  1st  Electronic  Talking  Circle 
Heard  on  public  radio  stations! 


Snail  Mail:  PO  Box  40164 
Albuquerque,  NM  87196 
505-277-5354/FAX  505-277-4286 
E-mail:  chato@unm.edu 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NATIVE-L  listserver;  UUCP  & genie  email; 
Newsgroups : ape . indig. info , soc . culture. native , alt . native 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 


Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthsesa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 


"You  whites  assumed  we  were  savages.  You  didn't  understand  our 
prayers.  You  didn't  _try_  to  understand.  When  we  sang  our 
praises  to  the  Sun  or  Moon  or  to  the  Windj  you  said  we  were 
worshiping  idols.  Without  understandingj  you  condemned  us  as 
lost  soulSj  just  because  our  form  of  worship  was  different  from 
yours" 

"We  saw  the  Great  Spirit's  work  in  almost  everything  - Sunj  Moonj 
treeSj  wind  and  mountains.  Sometimes  we  approached  Him  through 
these  things.  Was  that  so  bad?" 

Walking  BuffalOj  Stony 


+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

! I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  j 

| of  the  Republic  | 

I and  to  the  individual  freedoms  I 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 


borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


ions  Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Those  of  you  who  think  too  much  is  being  said  about  the  way  the  dominant 
society  answered,  and  continues  to  answer  the  "Indian  Question"  need  to 
consider  this. 

Associate  Director  of  the  Center  for  Disease  Control,  Dixie  Snider 
admitted  today  that  secret  experimental  drug  tests  for  development  of 
Hepatitis  A vaccine,  were  conducted  on  children  on  the  Standing  Rock  Sioux 
Reservation  in  S.D. 

"They  were  using  our  kids  as  guinea  pigs,"  states  Ella-Mae  White  Tail 
whose  daughter,  Sacheen  White  Tail,  received  the  shots  in  1991. 

I thought  the  FDA  had  approved  the  shots,  but  then  I found  out  later 
they  hadn't." 

A four  part  series  in  the  Cleveland  Ohio  Plain  Dealer  found  that  the 
Indian  Health  Service  did  not  inform  the  Indian  patients  of  over  Sixty 
Three  per  cent  of  government  sponsored  drug  experimental  programs  from  1977 
through  1995.  The  four  part  series  states  that  at  least  1,000  Americans  in 
23  states  have  not  been  informed  that  medical  treatment  being  provided 
through  the  Indian  Health  Service  was  experimental  with  risks  and  that 
research  is  still  being  conducted  on  people  who  are  unaware. 

Those  of  you  who  question  the  truth  of  whether  the  State  of  South  Dakota 
was  victimized  by  messages  on  the  internet  or  if  their  plan  was  intercepted, 
and  thus  thwarted  will  be  given  more  to  consider  in  this  issue.  Part  A 
includes  articles  submitted  by  those  who  are  convinced  South  Dakota  and 
Governor  lanklow  operated  from  a position  of  treachery.  Part  B contains 
the  view  expressed  in  the  12/16-12/23/1996  issue  of  _Indian  Country  Today_. 
As  has  been  done  in  the  past,  all  possibilities  are  presented  here  and  you 
must  then  decide  for  yourself  where  the  truth  is.  It  has  never  been  the 
way  of  this  newsletter  to  tell  readers  what  they  should  or  should  not 
believe;  and  that  policy  is  not  about  to  change  over  this  issue. 

I am  reminded  of  the  words  of  a friend  and  Elder.  "You  are  what  the 
People  make  you."  The  People  must  decide  where  the  truth  is  in  South 
Dakota . 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

(' - 1 ) Marietta,  GA  30006, 
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-  "RE:  Wounded  Knee"  

Date:  Mon,  23  Dec  1996  10:55:07,  -0500 

From:  loe  Chasing  Horses  via  Gary  Night  Owl  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Wounded  Knee 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
loe  Chasing  Horses,  Lakota  Elder. 

On  December  29,  1996,  at  Wounded  Knee  Massacre  site,  at  Wounded  Knee 
Creek,  located  on  the  Oglala  Lakota  Reservation,  Lakota  Traditional  leaders 
will  be  gathering  in  remembrance  and  the  honoring  of  those  elders, 
spiritual  leaders,  men,  women  and  children,  who  were  slaughtered  for  their 
Spiritual  beliefs  in  religious  freedom  of  conducting  the  Sacred  Ghost  Dance 
Ceremony  and  other  ceremonial  rites  which  were  vital  to  the  spiritual  well 
being  of  the  Lakota  Nation,  and  other  Nations. 

Traditional  leaders  of  the  Lakota  Nation  call  for  a Day  of  Prayer  and 
Ceremony  in  remembrance  of  those  who  died  and  to  remind  the  U.S.  Government 
again,  of  once  again  untold  and  irreparable  damages  that  were  committed 
against  the  Lakota  People,  in  this  Genocidal  act  of  Annihilation  of  the 
Lakota  People. 

Accountable  records  of  historic  events  speak  for  themselves.  The  U.S. 
Government  must  be  held  accountable  for  it's  atrocities  committed  against 
First  American  Nations  so  history  does  not  repeat  itself. 

Traditional  leaders  call  for  the  establishment  of  a commission  of  First 
Nation  Americans  to  study  the  social,  economic,  and  educational  goals  by 
the  founding  of  a North  American  Indian  Holocaust  Memorial  Tribute  to 
Indian  Nations  that  no  longer  exist  because  of  genocidal  acts  committed  by 
the  U.S.  government. 

Traditional  leaders  will  reaffirm  their  allegiance  to  the  Sacred  Pipe, 
the  Sacred  Black  Hills  and,  as  citizens  of  the  Lakota  Nation  for  our 
religious  freedom  DEMAND  an  official  apology  for  atrocities  committed 
there,  at  Wounded  Knee. 

— "RE:  Response  to  Hopi  Chairman"  - 

Date:  Mon,  23  Dec  1996  10:54:59,  -0500 

From:  Doe  Chasing  Horses  via  Gary  Night  Owl  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Response  to  Hopi  Chairman 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
Doe  Chasing  Horses,  Lakota  Elder. 

Doe  Chasing  Horses  received  word  Sunday  night  the  "deadline"  for  the 
People  to  get  off  of  Big  Mountain  was  extended,  by  the  government,  from  Dec. 
31st  until  March  3st,  thus  avoiding  a direct  confrontation. 

The  following  is  a letter  being  sent  to  the  Hopi  Chairman  and  releasing  to 
the  public  via  this  newsletter. 

Both  Doe  Chasing  Horses  and  Leonard  Crow  Dog  were  there  this  summer  at  the 
request  of  Hopi  Tribal  Members  to  conduct  a Sun  Dance  for  the  Hopi  People. 

Letter  of  Response  to  the  Hopi  Tribal  Chairman's  letter  to  the  Tribal 
Council  concerning  the  Big  Mountain  Sundance  at  Camp  #2  (Anna  Mae  Camp) . 


My  name  is  Doseph  Chasing  Horse  and  my  position  as  Traditional  leader  of 


the  Sun  Dance  ceremony  at  Camp  # 2 (Anna  Mae  Camp)  has  inspired  me  to  write 
this  letter  and  a call  for  Spiritual  unity  among  all  Indigenous  People. 

The  Sun  Dance  is  one  of  seven  sacred  ceremonies  of  the  White  Buffalo 
Calf  Pipe  of  the  Lakota  Nation.  This  ancient  ceremonial  rite  goes  back 
thousands  of  years  before  any  tribal,  state  or  federal  laws  were  written. 
This  ancient  rite  was  traditionally  unwritten,  customary  law.  This 
traditional  spiritual  way  of  life  is  shared  and  followed  by  many  Indigenous 
Nations  throughout  North  America. 

At  different  times  throughout  the  centuries.  Indigenous  Nations  have 
come  together  in  peace  and  ceremony  to  remind  themselves  and  each  other,  of 
the  respect  they  should  have  for  the  Earth  and  the  responsibilities  they 
have  to  the  delicate  web  of  life  which  connects  all  living  things. 

The  Sun  Dance  ceremony  teaches  those  original  instructions  of  how 
nations  of  people  can  come  together  in  spiritual  unity  and  understanding. 

On  the  second  week  of  August  moon,  1986,  the  Lakota  Nation  was 
conducting  it's  annual  traditional  gathering  of  traditional  leaders  and 
Pipe  Carriers  in  Green  Grass,  in  Lakota  Territory.  The  ceremony  was  being 
conducted  by  the  Keeper  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe,  Mr.  Arvol  Looking 
HOrse,  Ceremonial  Chief  and  Spiritual  Leader  of  the  Lakota  Nation.  Many 
Indigenous  People  were  in  attendance  of  the  gathering,  including  Hopi,  Dene 
Elders,  led  by  Traditional  Healer  and  Spiritual  Leader,  Doe  Benally  of 
the  Dene  Nation,  from  the  Big  Mountain  area,  addressed  the  traditional 
gathering.  Offering  a pipe  filled  with  sacred  tobacco  to  Mr.  Looking  HOrse 
and  the  Lakota  People,  the  Elder,  through  an  interpreter  expressed  his 
concern  for  the  earth  and  the  environment  and  his  People's  suffering  of 
relocation  and  invited  Lakota  Traditional  leaders  to  come  and  share  the 
Traditional  teachings  of  the  Seven  Ceremonial  Rites  of  the  Sacred  Pipe  with 
many  many  Nations  who  will  gather  to  pray  for  spiritual  unity  on  ancestral 
sacred  ground,  located  on  Doe  Bennally's  residence  (Camp  #2,  Anna  Mae),  Big 
Mountain . 

The  Sundance  ceremonial  ground  was  dedicated  as  a ceremonial  spiritual 
site  by  traditional  leaders  of  the  Dene  Hopi,  Lakota  and  other  nations.  A 
blessing  off  Sun  Dance  ground  was  done  for  the  preservation,  protection  and 
perpetual  use  of,  and  in  behalf  of.  Dene,  Hopi  and  other  People  who  are 
Traditional  practitioners  and  Pipe  Carriers  of  this  spiritual  nation,  who, 
filed  accordingly  with  officials,  a special  request  for  ceremonial  use 
which  was  approved  and  by  the  exercising  of  their  rights  to  Religious 
freedom  guaranteed  by  ancestral  traditional  inherited  law,  and  reaffirmed 
by  treaty  and  supposedly  reinstated  by  tribal,  state  and  U.S.  Constitutions 

The  sacred  Sun  Dance  ceremony,  as  was  the  Ghost  Dance  of  the  1890 's,  was 
outlawed  by  the  U.S.  government.  It  wasn't  until  1969  that  the  first  Sun 
Dance  was  allowed  to  be  conducted  in  public. 

In  1978  the  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act  was  passed  by  Congress  and 
yet,  Indian  religious  rights  are  not  protected  under  the  First  Amendment  in 
this  country.  No  other  race  or  nation  of  people  have  been  subjected  and 
persecuted  for  their  spiritual  beliefs  than  First  American  Nations, 
misspelled,  Indian  Tribes. 

As  the  President  calls  for  pressure  on  Afro-American  churches  being 
burnt  in  America,  Indigenous  Peoples  ceremonial  sites  continue  to  be 
desecrated  and  destroyed  by  multi-million  dollar  corporations . Religious 
freedom  and  protection  and  preservation  of  these  sites  continue  to  be 
violated  by  government  sponsored  agencies.  Is  this  a matter  of  religious 
rights  or  playing  politics? 

"RE : Lost  Child"  

Date:  Sat,  21  Dec  1996  12:35:12,  -0500 

From:  Doe  Chasing  Horses  via  Gary  Night  Owl  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Lost  Child 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
Doe  Chasing  Horses,  Lakota  Elder. 

This  story  was  written  by  Doseph  Chasing  Horses,  Dr  (Doey),  who  is  Doe's 
12  year  old  son. 


Lost  Children 

A long  time  ago  there  were  Six  children  who  were  brothers.  Their  Mother 
and  Father  were  dead.  They  had  no  home  and  no  family  to  look  after  them. 
They  slept  and  ate  in  one  place  today,  and  another  tomorrow  and  were  always 
hungry.  Their  only  clothes  were  what  people  had  discarded. 

Although  the  children  had  no  family,  the  camp  dogs  loved  them  and  they 
loved  the  dogs.  They  played  and  wandered  around  happily  together  all  day 
long.  They  helped  to  look  after  each  other  in  many  ways  and  when  night 
came  they  often  shared  the  same  bed. 

Nobody  was  kind  to  the  brothers.  Nobody  wanted  them.  Other  children 
chased  them  and  tangled  their  hair. 

Each  year  it  was  the  custom  for  families  to  honor  their  children  by 
giving  them  little  yellow  calf  robes  after  the  early  summer  buffalo  hunt, 
but  nobody  gave  new  robes  to  the  brothers. 

The  other  children  flaunted  their  new  robes  and  fine  clothes  and  teased 
the  brothers  in  their  ragged  clothes,  "shabby  old  BULLS!",  they  called 
them.  The  children  were  sad.  They  wanted  to  find  another  home. 

They  did  not  even  wish  to  be  people  any  longer  as  so  argued  among 
themselves  about  what  they  should  be. 

Let's  be  flowers! 

No,  the  buffalo  will  eat  us. 

Then,  lets  be  stones! 

Stones  break  into  small  stones. 

Well,  let's  be  water! 

No,  animals  and  people  will  drink  us. 

Let's  be  trees! 

Trees  are  cut  down  for  firewood. 

In  the  end,  they  agreed  to  be  stars.  Stars  remain  forever. 

We  will  always  be  beautiful.  People  will  watch  us  and  they  will  know 
when  the  seasons  are  changing. 

One  of  the  children  led  the  way  to  the  sky... 

Shut  your  eyes!  Do  not  look  back,  he  warned! 

He  blew  a feather  into  the  air  and  they  were  all  lifted  toward  the  Above 
World . 

One  of  them  did  look  back.  He  is  now  Smoking  Star,  the  comet. 

When  the  children  opened  their  eyes  they  were  standing  on  a beautiful 
prairie  in  front  of  Sun  Man's  tipi.  THey  entered  the  tipi  and  the  inside 
was  as  big  as  the  sky. 

Sun  Man  was  at  home  with  Moon  Woman,  his  wife.  He  asked  the  children 
why  they  had  come. 

People  were  unkind  to  us,  they  answered. 

Nobody  gave  us  new  yellow  calf  robes.  We  only  have  old  clothes.  We 
want  to  live  where  people  will  be  kind  to  us.  We  want  to  live  here. 

Moon  Woman  wept  and  clasped  them  in  her  arms. 

My  poor,  lost  children,  she  called  them. 

Sun  Man  was  angry!  I will  PUNISH  the  people  who  have  not  looked  after 
these  little  children,  he  said  - and  he  shone  down  on  the  earth  with 
terrible  heat. 

The  grass  died,  forests  burned,  and  ponds  dried  up.  The  earth  cracked 
open  and  hot  winds  blew  clouds  of  dust.  People  and  every  bird  and  animal 
as  well  suffered  dreadful  thirst. 

One  morning,  before  the  sun  rose,  the  dogs  began  to  howl... first  one  and 
then  all  looked  up  into  the  sky  and  howled  and  even  the  wolves  and  coyotes 
joined  them. 

The  wise  men  told  the  People  the  dogs  are  sad  and  lonely  because  their 
friends,  the  lost  children,  have  gone  to  the  Above  world.  They  are  telling 
us  you  never  looked  after  them.  You  only  gave  them  what  you  did  not  want. 
Now  they ' re  stars . 

The  old  leader  of  the  dogs  looked  up  and  prayed,  "LISTEN  TO  ME!!"  Have 
pity  on  me.  Dog  People.  THey  are  hot  and  thirsty!  Everyone  cries  with 
thirst.  The  buffalo  walk  all  day  long,  searching  for  grass.  The 
Butterflies  are  looking  for  flowers,  and  the  birds  are  flying  away  because 
there  is  nothing  for  them  to  eat.  We  are  dying!  We  want  to  live!  Give  us 
rain ! 


Sun  Man  looked  down  and  saw  how  the  birds  and  animals  suffered.  He  was 
sorry  he  had  only  meant  to  punish  The  People  because  they  had  not  been  kind 
to  the  children.  He  covered  the  sky  with  dark  thunderclouds.  Swift  flying 
swallows  danced  with  the  lightning  and  brought  the  rain.  New  life  came 
once  again  to  the  thirsty  earth. 

You  can  see  the  lost  children  in  the  Above  World.  We  call  them  the 
Pleiades,  or  the  bunched  stars  because  they  are  close  together  just  as  they 
always  were  when  they  were  on  earth. 

How  beautiful  the  children  look! 

ANd  yet... how  very  far  away  they  are  now.  If  only  the  People  had 
remembered  that  all  the  little  children  are  gifts  from  Creator. 

You  see  many  small  stars  close  to  the  Lost  Children.  Astronomers  say 
they  have  seen  more  than  four  hundred.  These  are  the  camp  dogs  who  found 
their  friends,  the  children,  at  last. 

"RE : South  Dakota"  

Date:  Thu,  19  Dec  1996  13:14:22  -0500 
From:  "Iordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@sover . net> 

Sub j : South  Dakota 

UUCP  email 

Good  day. . . 

You  are  aware  of  the  "flap"  recently  encountered  with  South  Dakota 
(see  <http://www.dickshovel.com/sd.html>).  "They"  said  there  was  no  cause 
for  alarm.  "They"  said  "They"  had  nothing  planned.  "They"  said  our  email 
call-to-arms  was  pointless ... "They"  in  violation  of  the  First  Amendment 
blocked  email.  "They"  alleged  as  to  our  "credibility..." 

Yesterday  we  were  advised  that  the  ACLU 

(<http://www.dickshovel.com/aclu.html>)  is  formally  questioning  the 
House  of  lanklow  re  its'  activity... 

Now,  today,  I refer  you  to  the  following  statement  which  WAS  the 
basis  for  the  recent  "call-to-arms."  What  you  will  find  below  is  at  the 
First  Nations  site  (<http://www.dickshovel.com/bear.html>)  along  with  an 
input  form  provided  so  that,  once  again,  we  can  swamp  the  House  of  lanklow 
with  data.  Please  visit  this  site  and  respond  with  support  for  the  First 
Nations  of  South  Dakota... 

"The  following  has  just  been  released  by  The  Dakota  Territorial 
Chairman's  Council: 

"Don  Cetrulo  [an  investigator  for  the  ACLU  in  the  Dakotas  working 
out  of  the  Bismark  office]  researched  and  found  the  rider  attached  to  House 
Bill  # 385.  As  a result  of  a syllabus  written  by  Diane  Schafer  Fleming  [and 
sent]  to  the  State  Attorney  General's  Office  on  March  6,  1996  [regarding] 
this  rider  entitled  Certification  of  Pastoral  Counselors,  the  State 
Attorney  General  wrote  an  opinion  0AG96-15  on  March  5,  1996  (Atty.  Gen. 

A.B.  Chandler)  [stating  that]  this  legislation  fails  to  state  it  has 
nonsecular  application  only  [hence]  conflicts  with  First  Amendment  Rights. 
[The  rider]  is  currently  under  investigation  by  the  ACLU. 

"This  rider  would  permit  the  governor  to  appoint  a panel  of  five 
people  who  would  set  the  standards  for  determining  who  can  practice  as  a 
social  worker,  counselor,  pastor  or  Medicine  Man.  They  would  review  all 
applications  for  certification,  handle  removal  of  certification  and 
renewals,  charging  a fee  for  this  service.  This  rider  also  sets 
restrictions  on  the  number  of  people  who  can  gather  for  public  safety, 
sanitation  and  historic  site  preservation  purposes. 

"In  an  earlier  ruling  the  Eighth  Circuit  Court  FOOLS  CROW  v.  GULLET 
[706  F.2d  856]  determined  that  the  Sacred  Hills  (including  Bear  Butte)  does 
not  qualify  for  sacred  site  status  and  therefore  falls  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Department  of  Parks  and  the  State  forest  people,  and 
the  state  transportation  department. 

"The  preceding  documentation  is  [provided]  courtesy  of  the  Dakota 
Territorial  Chairman's  Council  and  the  basis  for  the  earlier  URGENT  request 
that  was  released  over  the  internet  requesting  support  for  the  free 
religious  exercise  on  Bear  Butte. 


Dakota  Territorial  Chairman's  Council 
Arvol  Looking  Horse 
Doe  Chasing  Horses 
Russel  Eagle  Bear" 

Ayatohihi . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  Of  Consequence 
<http : //www. dick shovel . com> 

PGP  public  key  available  upon  request... 

"RE : lanklow  & the  ACLU"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Dec  1996  18:26:33  -0500 
From:  "Iordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@dicks hovel . com> 

Sub j : lanklow  & the  ACLU 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

This  is  a forwarded  message.  The  issue  which  generated  the  ACLU  letter 
can  be  found  at  <http://www.dickshovel.com/sd.html>. 

Date:  Wed,  18  Dec  1996  18:17:58  -0500 

To:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Subject:  Re:  Is  silence  Golden?  Your  Call 

(CLARIFICATION : I received  the  messages  from  the  First  nations  site  for 
forwarding.  This  site  is  located  in  Vermont  and  is  NOT  my  website,  but 
managed  by  Iordan  S.  Dill). 

Below  is  a copy  of  the  fax  sent  to  Governor  lanklow  by  the  ACLU: 

Dear  Governor  lanklow: 

We  are  writing  on  behalf  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU), 
the  ACLU  of  the  Dakotas,  and  the  ACLU  of  Michigan  to  inquire  about 
reports  that  your  office  has  instituted  a block  on  all  electronic  mail 
(e-mail)  messages  coming  from  an  Internet  Service  Provider,  Technology 
Dimensions,  Inc.  (TDI),  located  in  Michigan.  Press  reports  suggest  that 
you  instituted  the  block  to  stop  e-mail  messages  being  generated  from  a 
World  Wide  Web  site  established  by  a Michigan  resident  named  Linda 
LeMonde  for  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM).  Ms.  LeMonde's  site, 
which  is  located  on  TDI's  server,  includes  a form  that  allows  any 
Internet  user  to  sent  e-mail  messages  directly  to  your  office.  She 
established  the  form  as  a means  to  petition  the  government  to  oppose 
restrictions  on  Native  American  land  use. 

Our  information  regarding  this  matter  comes  from  various  sources, 
>including  articles  in  The  New  York  Times  and  C\NET,  and  from  TDI.  See 
>Pamela  Mendels,  "Misinformed  Petitioner  Cries  Censorship  Over  Blocked 
E-Mail"  in  The  New  York  Times,  at  http:Wwww.nytimes.com  (December  6, 
1996);  lanet  Kornblum,  "Email  Block  Called  Illegal"  in  C\NET,  at 
http:Wwww.cnet.com  (December  6,  1996).  Before  proceeding  further,  we 
thought  it  best  to  communicate  with  you  directly  and  allow  you  an 
opportunity  to  clarify  our  understanding  of  the  facts  and  to  confirm 
whether  the  block  is  currently  in  place. 

For  many  individuals,  the  Internet  offers  the  most  effective  and 
efficient  way  to  communicate  with  government  officials.  It  is  an 
extraordinary  and  powerful  tool  in  the  hands  of  a democracy's  citizens. 

As  one  federal  court  has  recognized,  "the  Internet.  . .[is]  the  most 
participatory  marketplace  of  mass  speech  that  this  country  --  and  indeed 
the  world  --  has  yet  seen.  . .[where]  individual  citizens  of  limited 
means  can  speak  to  a worldwide  audience  on  issues  of  concern  to  them." 
_American  Civil  Liberties  Union  v.  Reno_,  929  F.Supp.  881  (E.D.  Pa. 

1996) . 

As  you  know,  there  are  no  rights  more  fundamental  to  American  democracy 
than  those  in  the  First  Amendment  that  protect  the  right  of  free  speech 


and  the  right  to  petition  the  government  for  redress  of  grievances.  The 
Supreme  Court  has  held  that  "[a]t  the  heart  of  the  First  Amendment  is 
the  recognition  of  the  fundamental  importance  of  the  free  flow  of  ideas 
and  opinions  on  matters  of  public  interest  and  concern."  _Hustler 
Magazine 

v.  Falwell_,  485  U.S.  46,  50  (1988) 

Your  actions,  if  accurately  reported,  implicate  both  the  right  to  free 
speech  and  the  right  to  petition  the  government.  In  its  most  recent 
examination  of  an  individual's  right  to  petition,  the  Supreme  Court 
noted  that  "[t]he  right  to  petition  is  cut  from  the  same  cloth  as  the 
other  guarantees  of  [the  First]  Amendment,  and  is  an  assurance  of  a 
particular  freedom  of  expression."  _McDonald  v.  Smith_,  472  U.S.  482 
(1985).  The  Court  went  on  to  find  that  "the  values  in  the  right  to 
petition  as  an  important  aspect  of  self-government  are  beyond 
question."  472  U.S.  at  483.  In  _Hoffman  v.  Mayor,  Councilman  & 

Citizens  of  Liberty_,  905  F.2d  229  (8th  Cir.  1990),  the  court  held  that 
the  Petition  and  Speech  Clauses  of  the  First  Amendment  provide  equal 
guarantees  of  free  expression  and  are  subject  to  the  same  First 
Amendment  analysis.  905  F.2d  at  233. 

If  your  office  is  in  fact  blocking  e-mail  messages  addressed  to  the 
Governor,  these  actions  may  constitute  two  distinct  violations  of  the 
First  Amendment  rights  of  Ms.  LeMonde,  users  of  her  web  site,  and  other 
TDI  customers.  First,  to  the  extent  that  you  have  blocked  e-mail  from 
Ms.  LeMonde' s web  site  on  the  basis  of  its  inaccuracy,  you  have  engaged 
in  the  content-based  discrimination  that  is  at  the  core  of  what  the 
First  Amendment  prohibits.  As  the  Court  has  repeatedly  held,  the 
government  may  not  censor  speech  solely  because  it  believes  the  speech 
to  be  inaccurate.  See  _Pickering  v.  Board  of  Education_,  391  U.S.  563 
(1968);  _New  York  Times  v.  Sullivan_,  376  U.S.  254  (1964).  In  addition, 
the  alleged  inaccuracy  of  the  information  on  Ms.  LeMonde 's  web  site 
would  fail  to  justify  the  blocking  of  messages  on  other  subjects  that 
originate  form  the  site. 

Second,  to  the  extent  that  you  have  blocked  messages  from  other  TDI 
customers,  whether  they  were  part  of  Ms.  LeMonde 's  petition  drive  or 
not,  the  block  constitutes  an  impermissible  restriction  on  speech  which 
neither  serves  a compelling  state  interest  nor  is  narrowly  tailored.  It 
would  therefore  also  violate  the  free  speech  and  petition  rights 
guaranteed  by  the  First  Amendment. 

We  sympathize  with  the  fact  that  you  may  have  been  deluged  with  e-mail. 
However,  for  obvious  reasons,  the  government  may  not  censor  speech 
unless  the  speech  is  "shown  likely  to  produce  a clear  and  present  danger 
of  a serious  substantive  evil  that  rises  far  above  public  inconvenience, 
annoyance,  or  unrest."  _Terminillo  v.  Chicago_,  337  U.S.  1,  4 (1949). 

For  these  reasons,  we  strongly  urge  you  to  lift  any  block  on  messages 
from  TDI,  and  to  provide  full  access  to  all  citizens  who  seek  to 
communicate  with  your  office  by  e-mail.  We  look  forward  to  your  early 
reply. 

Sincerely, 

Ann  Beeson,  Staff  Attorney 
Stephen  Pevar,  Staff  Attorney 

American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
National  Legal  Department 

Keith  Elston,  Executive  Director 

American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
of  the  Dakotas 

Paul  Denenfeld,  Legal  Director 

American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
of  Michigan 

Ayatohihi . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  Of  Consequence 
<http : //www. dick shovel . com> 


PGP  public  key  available  upon  request... 


"RE ; lanklow  and  the  Ban  on  Gathering"  

Date:  Sat,  21  Dec  96  09:54:15  -0600 
Sub  j : lanklow  and  the  Ban  on  Gathering 
From:  "l.D.K.  Chipps"  <jdc@onr.com> 

UUCP  email 
Hau  Mitakuyapi, 

I have  just  finished  reading  yet  another  report  on  the  "alleged  banning  on 
Public  land"  fiasco,  and  don't  feel  that  I can,  in  good  conscience,  remain 
silent  any  longer. 

You  see  I have  been  through  similar  incidents  in  the  past  and  can  speak 
with  some  authority  on  what  I say. 

The  main  thing  that  I can  see  here  is  the  fact  that  there  is  nothing 
"substantial"  or  any  "hard  copy"  proof  of  the  allegations  that  there  was 
going  to  be  a ban  on  gathering,  and  a committee  to  license  who  could  and 
could  not  perform  ceremonies. 

Now  to  those  of  us  that  have  been  through  this  sort  of  thing  before,  this 
is  no  surprise.  It  is  a very  familiar  "political  tactic". 

It  is  also  called  "firing  one  for  effect"  in  military  parlance.  What 
lanklow  did,  (and  there  is  not  doubt  in  my  ex-military  mind  that  he  did)  was 
"unofficially"  release  a "rumor"  that  there  was  going  to  be  a ban,  to  see 
what  would  happen.  (It's  cheaper  than  doing  the  demographics).  Because  now 
all  he  has  to  do  is  sit  back  and  see  what  kind  of  reaction  it  gets. 

If  it  doesn't  get  any  reaction,  then  they  go  ahead  with  "phase  two"  of  the 
"rumor" . 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  gets  the  kind  of  reaction  that  it  did, 
(outrage)  then  they  disavow  any  knowledge  of  it  and  in  fact  accuse  those  who 
responded  of  starting  rumors.  In  other  words  point  the  finger  at  those  that 
stopped  them  from  proceeding. 

Gary  Trujillo  on  his  "over-moderated'  list  has  advised  that  no  action  be 
taken  until  these  things  have  been  substantiated.  All  I can  say  to  that  is 
if  that  had  happened  as  Good  Old  Boy  Gary  advised,  we  would  be  facing  a law 
right  now  banning  more  than  40  from  gathering. 

DO  NOT!!!,  I repeat,  DO  NOT  listen  to  Gary  Trujillo.  He  does  not  represent 
the  native  people,  nor  is  he  a native  person  himself.  In  spite  of  his  lists 
purporting  support,  if  you  will  look  further  into  his  lists  you  will  see  that 
he  serves  the  same  function  as  Lakota  Times  aka  Indian  Country  Today's  Tim 
Giago  does,  he  is  a proponent  of  the  "official  U.S.  Government"  policy,  and 
he  "moderates"  his  lists,  (translation:  censors  and  edits)  to  make  sure 
that  it  supports  U.S.  Government  policy.  Don't  fall  for  any  of  it,  either 
the  Indian  Country  Today,  or  Any  of  the  Native-L  lists  censored  by  Gary 
Trujillo . 

Our  own  Iordan  Dill,  and  Ishgooda,  are  the  ones  that  stopped  this  from 
going  any  further  than  it  did,  by  their  quick  action  in  response  to  this 
threat . 

Even  Arvol's  statement  has  been  turned  around  and  twisted  to  make  it  seem 
like  a "hoax".  He  said  that  he  was  asked  to  attend  a meeting  and  when  he 
got  there  he  was  told  that  there  was  no  such  meeting.  Like  I say,  this  is 
so  typical,  and  absolutely  no  surprise.  If  he  hadn't  been  there  for  the 
meeting,  you  can  bet  your  boots  that  there  would  have  been  a meeting  and 
this  whole  thing  would  have  gone  into  "phase  two"  of  making  it  happen.  As 
it  was,  because  of  the  warning  we  received  from  Iordan  and  Ishgooda,  we  were 
able  to  warn  the  necessary  people,  Arvol  included,  to  stop  it. 

Now  Iordan  and  Ishgooda  are  being  attacked  by  many  different  people.  And 
if  you  will  take  note  of  who  is  attacking  them  you  will  know  who  is  on  our 
side  and  trying  to  keep  us  free,  and  who  is  the  enemy  and  trying  to  impose 
restrictions  and  enslave  us. 

Hard  words  yes,  but  true  words.  Do  I have  proof?  Hell  yes  I do,  look  at 
500  years  of  history  for  your  proof.  In  this  particular  instance  there  is 
no  "proof"  except  "knowledge  of  the  enemy"  and  how  they  operate.  And  I tell 
you  relatives,  this  is  classic  text  book  tactics. 


So  for  those  of  you  that  are  still  confused  about  this,  here  is  the  way  it 
is : 

1.  The  Government  tried  once  more  to  limit  our  freedom  and  restrict  us  as 
an  independent  people. 

2.  Due  to  the  quick  action  of  Iordan  and  Ishgooda,  and  those  that  responded, 
this  was  thwarted. 

3.  Now  they  are  taking  the  "heat"  from  those  that  tried  to  implement  these 
restrictions . 

4.  Look  at  those  applying  the  "heat"  and  you  will  know  who  the  real  enemy 
is . 

This  is  what  I have  to  say  and  it  is  true. 

Hecetu  welo. 

(Please  repost  this  to  other  lists  that  have  been  fed  the  propaganda  about 
"unfounded  reports") 

(\######/)  D.D.K.  Chipps 

\ ~ o / "Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 

(A  A)  (Remember  Wounded  Knee) 

\*/  http://www.onr.com/user/jdc 

Help  recall  the  Medals  of  disHonor 

"RE : Regarding  Bear  Butte"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Dec  1996  00:53:32  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : Regarding  Bear  Butte 

UUCP  email 

The  following  is  released  by: 

The  Dakota  Territorial  Chairman's  Council 

Don  Cetrulo  researched  and  found  the  rider  attached  to  House  Bill  # 385 
introduced  by  Diane  Schafer  Fleming  on  March  6,  1996  called  Certification  of 
Pastoral  Counselors.  As  this  legislation  fails  to  state  it  has  nonsecular 
application  only,  conflicts  with  First  Amendment  Rights  is  under 
investigation  by  the  ACLU. 

This  rider  would  permit  the  governor  to  appoint  a panel  of  five  people  who 
would  set  the  standards  for  determining  who  can  practice  as  a social  worker, 
counselor,  pastor  or  Medicine  Man.  They  would  review  all  applications  for 
certification,  handle  removal  of  certification  and  renewals,  charging  a fee 
for  this  service.  They  would  also  set  the  standards  for  credentials. 

This  rider  also  sets  restrictions  on  the  number  of  people  who  can  gather 
citing  public  safety,  sanitation  and  historic  site  preservation  purposes. 

In  an  earlier  ruling  the  Eighth  Circuit  Court  FOOLS  CROW  v.  GULLET  [706 
F . 2d  856] 

the  full  review  can  be  found  at 

http: //www. hamline. edu/law/ sac red/bear b. html 

determined  that  the  Sacred  Hills  (including  Bear  Butte)  does  not  qualify  for 
sacred  site  status  and  therefore  falls  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Department  of  Parks  and  the  State  forest  people,  and  the  state 
transportation  department. 

The  Preceding  Documentation  is  courtesy  of  the  Dakota  Territorial  Chairman's 
Council  and  the  basis  for  the  earlier  URGENT  request  that  was  released  over 
the  internet  requesting  support  for  the  free  religious  exercise  on  Bear  Butte. 

Thank  you  for  your  attention  to  this  matter. 

Ishgooda 

Dakota  Territorial  Chairman's  Council 
Arvol  Looking  Horse 
Doe  Chasing  Horses 
Russel  Eagle  Bear 


RE:  Canada's  Shame" 


Date:  9:31  AM  Nov  20,  1996 
Sub  j : Canada's  Shame  (pant  4) 

From:  jwalenci@acc.jbu.edu 

Newsgroup:  igc. indig. education 

Part  1 of  this  series  appeared  in  issue  04.049,  Part  2 in  issue  04.050, 
Part  3 in  issue  04.051 


Dear  Mr.  Smith, 

You  have  the  Ottawa  Sun's  permission  to  include  "Canada's 
a future  issue  of  your  Internet  publication,  Wotanging  Ikchej  all 
require  is  that  you  credit  it  to  us.  Thanks. 

Yours,  Andrew  Carver 
editorial  assistant 

The  Ottawa  Sun  | "The  Little  Paper  That  Grew" 

380  Hunt  Club  Rd . , | e-mail  ottsun@ottawa.net 

Ottawa,  Ontario,  j 613-739-7000-  main  switchboard 

Canada.  K1G  5H7  j 613-739-7200-  for  home  delivery 

| 613-739-3333-  advertising 


Shame" 

we 


in 


[This  article  has  been  excerpted.] 

Canada's  Shame  By  3ACKI  LEROUX 

MISHKEEGOGAMANG  RESERVE,  Ontario,  25  Oct.  1996  (Ottawa  Sun): 

25  Oct.  1996  (Ottawa  Sun):  A month  earlier,  Ian  Muckuck  could  very  well 
have  been  in  those  woods  with  Quincy's  sister.  That's  when  the  16-year-old 
was  forced  to  give  up  a five-year  habit  after  being  picked  up  by  police. 

Ian  blames  "family  problems"  for  his  gasoline  addiction,  which  began  when 
he  was  only  11.  He  wanted  to  escape  the  arguing,  the  alcoholism,  the  abuse. 
...when  his  sniffing  friends  --  they  all  did  it  --  put  the  plastic  bag 
before  him,  he  felt  compelled  to  try  it.  "They  said  'Try  it.  It  feels  good, 
'"  he  says.  "At  first,  it  did."  Soon,  though,  it  became  an  essential  part 

of  his  day.  And,  unlike  alcohol,  gas  was  easy  for  a kid  to  get.  They'd 

steal  it  from  neighbors,  buy  it  from  whoever  would  sell  it,  siphon  it  out 
of  vehicles.  Dust  a small  amount  in  the  corner  of  a plastic  bag  was  all 
they  needed  to  get  high.  Ian  admits  he  comes  from  a line  of  sniffers.  His 
older  brothers,  ages  18  and  20,  still  do  it,  and  his  younger  13-year-old 
brother  has  recently  begun. 

Dames  Hunter,  now  20,  first  tried  sniffing  when  he  was  five.  When  he  was 
six,  his  father  was  shot  to  death.  When  he  was  10,  his  mother  died  from 
alcohol  poisoning.  Like  so  many  kids  here,  he  went  to  live  with  his 

grandparents . "I  couldn't  understand  why  they  left  me,"  he  says  of  his  mom 

and  dad,  explaining  he... wanted  to  forget  everything.  He  still  feels  that 
way.  "At  times  it's  hard.  You  get  depressed,"  he  says.  "I  just  doubt 
myself.  I'm  stuck.  I don't  have  enough  belief  in  myself."  Ian  and  Dames' 
friend  Dason  Wesley  is,  at  23,  older,  but  his  story  is  almost  identical. 

He  starting  sniffing  when  he  was  seven.  He  began  drinking  at  six.  He,  too, 
lived  with  his  grandparents . He  speaks  bitterly  of  his  parents,  saying 
only. . .they  were  "never  there  for  me.  "They  don't  love  you  enough.  It  was 
like  throwing  me  in  the  garbage,"  he  says.  Two  winters  ago,  Dason  sniffed 
so  much  gas... his  legs  became  completely  paralysed.  "I  couldn't  feel  them 
at  all.  And  everyone  (I  was  with)  was  just  staring  at  me,"  he  says. 

Recognizing  they  were  trapped  by  their  addiction,  these  three  young  men 
are  taking  steps  to  free  themselves.  They  have  just  returned  from  a 
traditional  healing  place,  known  as  a sweatlodge,  in  northern  Manitoba. 
Following  years  of  unsuccessful  attempts  using  what  they  consider  the 
"white  man's"  approach  to  fighting  addiction.  Natives  across  North  America 
are  turning  increasingly  to  traditional  ceremonial  healing  methods  like 
sweatlodges.  "We  talked  to  our  elders  about  our  culture,"  explains  Ian, 
who  had  been  on  his  third  day  of  a sniffing  binge  when  he  was  picked  up  by 
police  in  the  bush  and  asked  if  he  wanted  to  try  a sweatlodge  to  fight  his 
addiction.  Combining  intellectual  and  spiritual  healing  within  the  context 
of  the  Ojibwa  culture,  the  three  young  men  say  the  treatment  taught  them 


about  their  history,  their  ancestors,  the  land  around  them.  "I  felt  I had 
more  confidence  in  myself,"  says  lames.  "I  had ...  respect  for  the  animals 
and  the  trees  and  my  people.  For  once  in  my  life,  I felt  like  I could  do 
something.  "The  first  day  I got  back,  I felt  like  (sniffing).  I had  the 
gas  in  my  hand.  But  just  thinking  about  it  I felt  guilty,"  he  says.  They 
hope  their  personal  progress  will  set  an  example  for  the  reserve's  many 
younger  children.  "There's  lots  of  kids  doing  it  --  lots,"  says  lames. 

"I'd  like  to  help  whatever  way  I can,  but  I have  to  help  myself.  My  first 
goal  is  to  try  to  be  sober  for  at  least  a year."  "It's  gotten  worse,  not 
better,"  lason  says  of  the  incidence  of  sniffing  among  Mishkeegogamang 
children.  "I... hope  the  kids  don't  grow  up  like  I did.  Maybe  we  can  tell 
them  how  we  felt  when  we  got  paralysed.  Hopefully,  they'll  listen  to  us 
and  we  can  tell  them  a traditional  story  to  think  about." 

On  a rocky  field  next  to  a lake  on  Mishkeegogamang  sits  a row  of  seven 
white  crosses,  each  crudely  marked  with  the  deceased's  name,  date  of  birth 
and  date  of  death.  The  last  dates  are  all  the  same:  October  21,  1983.  The 
eldest  of  the  dead  was  only  13  years  old.  The  youngest  was  seven.  "They... 
died  in  a cabin  fire  while  their  parents  were  out  drinking,"  explains  Tom 
Wassaykeesic.  The  brothers,  sisters,  cousins  and  friends  were  asleep  in 
their  one-room  shack  that  cold  fall  night  when  the  crude  wood  stove  got  so 
hot,  the  cardboard  that  had  been  used  as  insulation  caught  fire.  "There's 
no  fire  walls  around  people's  wood  stoves,"  says  Wassaykeesic.  "People 
always  live  in  danger  of  catching  fire  in  their  sleep.  ...we  have  no  fire 
department.  We're  pretty  much  helpless.  "If  this  tragedy  happened  down 
south  there  would  have  been  some  kind  of  inquest.  It  probably  would  have 
exposed  the  conditions  they  were  living  under,"  he  says.  The  cemetery, 
with  its  preponderance  of  children's  graves,  provides  a grim  picture  of 
Mishkeegogamang' s sad  reality. 

"A  lot  of  people  buried  here  died  from  alcohol-related  deaths,"  says 
Wassaykeesic.  There's  Dulie  Lawson,  a teenager  who  froze  to  death  after 
passing  out  drunk  in  the  middle  of  winter.  Marcel  Fox... also  passed  out 
drunk  in  his  girlfriend's  house  when  something  caught  fire  and  the  blaze 
killed  him.  Then  there's  Dino  Spade,  a 12-year-old  who  had  gone  missing  in 
October  1983.  When  his  body  was  recovered  a couple  of  days  later,  the 
autopsy  showed  he  had  the  highest  level  of  alcohol  in  his  system  ever 
recorded  in  North  America  to  that  date.  "He  was  just  a kid.  How  did  that 
happen?"  Wassaykeesic  asks  wearily.  There  have  been  only  five  recorded 
suicides  on  Mishkeegogamang  in  the  past  decade,  but  officials  who  deal 
with  troubled  youths  here  say  that  figure  is  deceiving.  "A  lot  of  alcohol- 
related  or  violent  deaths  are  (recorded  as)  being  unknown  circumstances," 
says  Arnold  Devlin  of  the  Sioux  Lookout  First  Nations  Health  Authority. 
"The  coroner  doesn't  rule  it  as  suicide,  but  it's  self-destructive 
behavior."  According  to  the  Canadian  Institute  of  Child  Health,  the  youth 
suicide  rate  amongst  Natives  is  five  times  higher  than  the  average  for  all 
Canadian  kids.  ...the  infant  death  rate  for  Natives  across  Canada  is 
almost  twice  that  of  non-Native  babies.  The  leading  causes  of  death  are 
birth  defects  and  sudden  unexplained  death,  followed  closely  by 
prematurity  and  low  birth  weight,  usually  as  a result  of  FAS  or  FAE. 
Aboriginal  children  here  are  at  an  even  greater  risk  of  death  by  injury, 
the  CICH  says.  The  injury  death  rate  for  Native  preschoolers  is  five  times 
higher  than  the  national  rate;  for  infants  it  is  nearly  four  times  higher, 
and  for  teens,  three  times.  For  Mishkeegogamang  kids,  one  of  the  most 
obvious  dangers  of  this  sort  is  the  major  highway  that  runs  right  through 
the  middle  of  the  reserve  --the  only  paved  road  here.  Traffic,  mainly 
industrial,  flows  steadily  along  Hwy.  599,  but  that  does  not  keep  children 
away.  The  latest  fatality  was  a three-year-old  girl,  hit  by  an  undercover 
police  officer  who  claimed  to  be  blinded  by  the  sun.  "She  didn't  stand  a 
chance,"  says  Wassaykeesic.  "You  can't  entirely  blame  him  though.  (Her 
grandmother)  had  so  many  grandchildren  she  couldn't  take  care  of  them  all. 
...there's  no  playground,  so  the  kids  play  along  the  highway."  More 
accidents  are  expected  on  the  highway,  as  Placer  Dome  Canada  nears 
completion  of  a $240-million  gold  mine  to  the  north  of  the  reserve, 
expected  to  open  next  spring.  The  power  lines  running  from  the  nearest 
town.  Pickle  Lake,  to  the  25-hectare  site  run  through  traditional  Ojibwa 
territory.  Although  the  mine  has  generated  about  35  construction  jobs  for 


Mishkeegogamang  residents,  they  are  only  temporary.  The  highway  traffic  is 
not.  "We've  lost  five  people  on  the  highway,"  says  Connie  Gray.  On  the 
plus  side,  Wassaykeesic  says  the  rate  of  funerals  he's  attended  has  slowed 
down  in  the  last  two  years.  "It  used  to  be  one  a month,"  he  says. 

Part  5 will  be  included  in  next  week's  issue.  My  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Ottawa  Sun  for  granting  permission  for  this  article  to  be  shared. 

"RE : Byrd's  Choice  Pivotal"  

Date:  Sat,  14  Dec  1996  11:11:32  -0600 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : Byrd's  Choice  for  tribal  court  called  pivotal 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  following  article  was  published  on  12-14-96  in  the  Muskogee  Daily 
Phoenix.  It  was  written  by  Phoenix  staff  writer,  Donna  Hales 

BYRD'S  CHOICE  FOR  TRIBAL  COURT  CALLED  PIVOTAL 

Cherokee  Nation  Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd  will  make  an  appointment  Monday 
night  that  will  influence  the  course  of  the  tribe's  highest  court  for  the 
next  six  years. 

The  selection  also  could  set  the  course  for  Byrd's  political  future, 
many  Cherokees  predict. 

The  Phoenix  has  received  copies  of  numerous  letters  to  Byrd  supporting 
Chief  Justice  Dwight  Birdwell's  renomination  to  the  Cherokee  nation 
Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal. 

Many  of  the  letters  laud  Birdwell  as  a war  hero  whose  commendations 
while  serving  in  Vietnam  include  two  Silver  Stars,  a Bronze  Star  and  a 
Purple  Heart.  Even  more  of  the  letters  laud  Birdwell  for  courage  on  the 
bench . 

Justice  Philip  H.  Viles,  Jr.,  wrote  how  people  talked  to  him  of 
Birdwell's  "great  vision,  integrity  and  dedication  in  office,"  adding  that 
he  admired  Birdwell's  courage  when  making  difficult  decisions. 

The  prestigious  Cherokee  Elder  Council  unanimously  endorsed  Birdwell's 
reappointment . 

Justice  Ralph  Keen  wrote  Byrd  that  Birdwell  "has  been  instrumental  in 
restoring  a sense  of  pride,  justice  and  fairness  in  the  minds  of  Cherokees 
toward  their  government." 

A letter  from  10  to  15  tribal  council  members  to  Byrd  states  Birdwell 
will  leave  a "legacy"  for  his  dedication  and  character  are  unquestionable, 
they  wrote. 

Many  Cherokees  complain  about  tribal  members  who  ignore  their  Indian 
heritage  for  years  and  then  come  seeking  positions  with  the  tribe. 

Birdwell  "has  been  an  Indian  all  of  his  life  and  is  recognized  in  his 
community  as  such,"  wrote  councilors  William  Smoke,  Barbara  Conness, 

Harold  Jiggs  Phillips,  Mary  Flute  Cooksey,  Dora  mae  Watie,  Barbara  Starr 
Scott,  Harley  Terrell,  Nick  Lay  and  Sam  Ed  Bush. 

Lay  also  wrote  a separate  letter  to  Byrd  "on  behalf  of  the  10,000  plus 
Cherokees"  he  said  he  represents  in  Tulsa  and  Washington  counties.  He 
wrote  that  the  courage  Birdwell  showed  in  war  still  can  be  seen  today 
citing  the  Tribunal's  "right  decisions"  during  the  election  in  which  Byrd 
gained  office. 

Keen  wrote  he  was  pleased  when  Byrd  recently  told  him  he  intended  to 
renominate  Birdwell.  But  Byrd  refuses  to  publicly  discuss  the  upcoming 
nomination . 

"He  said  the  appointment  is  his  to  make,"  and  that  he  won't  discuss  it 
before  Monday  night,  Byrd  spokeswoman  Lisa  Finley  said. 

Finley  confirmed  she  asked  employees  to  pull  a story  about  Birdwell  set 
for  publication  in  the  tribal  newspaper,  the  Cherokee  Advocate. 

She  said  she  did  so  because  she  considered  the  timing  bad.  She  said  the 
article  will  be  published  at  some  future  time. 

Any  appointment  Byrd  makes  in  the  6 p.m.  Monday  meeting  must  be 
confirmed  by  the  council. 


Birdwell  said  he  has  no  political  ambition  whatsoever. 

"My  only  goal  is  to  get  the  judicial  functioning  so  it  can  serve  the 
Cherokee  people." 

Posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper,  THE 
CHEROKEE  OBSERVER.  [Note:  the  article  withheld  from  the  December  issue 
of  the  tribal  newspaper,  the  Cherokee  Advocate,  was  about  the  Cherokee 
Elders  Council  honoring  Chief  Dustice  Birdwell.  The  Cherokee  Observer 
ran  the  story  in  our  November  1996  issue.] 

Reminder if  you  need  to  contact  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  to 

let  Chief  Byrd  know  your  support  of  Chief  Dustice  Birdwell,  their  phone 
number  is:  (918)  456-0671.  Their  toll  free  number  is:  (800)  256-0671, 
however  it  only  works  in  Oklahoma.  Their  address  is:  P.0.  Box  948, 
Tahlequah,  OK.  74465-0948. 

— "RE:  Cherokee  Health  Boss  Put  on  Leave"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Dec  1996  08:03:19  -0600 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : Cherokee  Health  Boss  Put  on  Leave 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 

The  following  article  was  published  12-12-96  in  the  Muskogee  Daily 
Phoenix.  It  was  written  by  Phoenix  Staff  Writer,  Donna  Hales. 

CHEROKEE  HEALTH  BOSS  PUT  ON  LEAVE 

The  Cherokee  Nation  has  placed  its  health  director  on  leave  because 
of  unspecified  questions  about  him  and  because  of  an  upcoming  trial  over 
assault  charges  that  he  brought,  officials  said  Wednesday. 

Dr.  David  Kingfisher  was  placed  on  administrative  leave  with  pay 
starting  Tuesday  afternoon  and  will  not  return  to  work  until  after  Feb. 
10,  tribal  spokeswoman  Lisa  Finley  said. 

Finley  said  the  action  was  taken  because  "questions  that  have  been 
raised"  about  kingfisher.  When  asked  to  elaborate  she  described  them  as 
"several  accusations  from  several  different  sources." 

Another  reason  for  the  leave,  she  said,  is  an  upcoming  trial  over 
Kingfhisher ' s accusation  that  Deputy  Chief  Garland  Eagle  assaulted  him 
Dune  19.  The  trial  is  scheduled  to  begin  in  tribal  court  Tuesday. 

Kingfisher  could  not  be  reached  for  comment.  He  has  repeatedly 
refused  to  be  interviewed  over  the  past  few  months  and  referred 
reporters  to  Finley. 

Finley  said  Kingfisher  agreed  that  he  should  be  on  administrative 
leave  but  did  not  wish  to  be  interviewed. 

The  tribe  is  negotiating  for  an  audit  of  the  billing  and  financial 
operations  of  the  tribal  health  department  while  Kingfisher  is  out  of 
the  office,  Finley  said. 

"We  want  to  ensure  everything  is  running  like  it  should  and  if 
there  are  any  problems,  we  want  to  correct  them,"  she  said.  "We  want  to 
make  sure  we  have  an  unbiased  result  both  for  Dr.  Kingfisher  and  the 
tribe . 

She  confirmed  some  of  the  accusations  against  kingfisher  were  in  a 
letter  to  Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd  from  a former  director  of  the  tribe's 
behavioral  health  services.  Dr.  Wayne  Nickens,  now  of  Las  Vegas. 

In  that  letter,  Nickens  alleges  that  Kingfisher,  in  a Duly  dinner 
meeting,  said  the  two  could  "be  millionaires"  as  physician  managers  of 
the  Cherokee  health  care  system. 

Nickens  alleged  that  Kingfisher  told  him  that  "contract  health 
money  was  his  and  that  the  community  physicians  were  now  going  to  have 
to  come  to  him  and  do  things  his  way." 

Nickens  wrote  that  his  experience  in  diagnosing  and  treating  mental 
illness  and  chemical  dependence  "led  me  to  conclude  that  Dr.  Kingfisher 
is  impaired,  and  professional  intervention  and  assessment  would  be  in 
his  best  interest  and  provide  for  the  safety  of  co-workers  and  members 
of  the  Cherokee  community." 


Finley  said  the  administration  considers  Nickens  a disgruntled 
former  employee. 

But  because  of  Nickens'  accusations  and  other  allegations, 
including  some  from  unnamed  sources  in  a recent  story  in  the  Tahlequah 
Daily  Press,  the  administration  wants  an  independent  audit,"  Finley 
said . 

"Flallelujah, " Nickens  said  Wednesday  upon  being  told  Kingfisher  had 
been  placed  on  administrative  leave.  Fie  said  he  had  been  afraid  the 
administration  would  not  act  on  the  complaints. 

Cherokee  Nation  tribal  member  Marvin  Summerfield  of  lay,  a reporter 
for  the  Cherokee  Observer  newspaper,  filed  a complaint  Monday  with  the 
Tulsa  Police  Department,  alleging  Kingfisher  assaulted  him  Nov. 24  at 
Tulsa  International  Airport. 

Summerfield  said  Kingfisher  approached  him  from  behind  and  hit  him 
in  the  back  with  a fist  and  then  walked  away,  shouting,  "you  better  have 
plenty  of  money.  I'm  going  to  sue  you  for  libel." 

Summerfield  said  Kingfisher  was  upset  about  inquiries  Summerfield 
made  about  Nickens'  letter  about  Kingfisher. 

Posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper, 

THE  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER. 

"RE : Oro  drills  Near  Dann  Home"  

Date:  Thu,  19  Dec  1996  16:55:59  GMT 

From:  scottrobertladd@juno.com  (Scott  Robert  Ladd) 

Sub j : Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project:  Oro  drills  near  Dann  home 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture. native, alt . native 
From:  WSDP  <wsdp@igc . ape . org> 

ORO  NEVADA  MINING  COMPANY  BEGINS  DRILLING  FOR  GOLD 
NEAR  DANN  FAMILY  HOME 

DECEMBER  10,1996 
BACKGROUND. . . 

Starting  this  spring,  Oro  Nevada  Mining  Company,  a Canadian  gold  mining 
firm,  began  posting  mining  claims  throughout  Crescent  Valley,  Nevada,  the 
traditional  lands  of  Western  Shoshone  grandmothers,  Mary  and  Carrie  Dann. 
Since  the  outset,  the  Dann  family  and  the  Western  Shoshone  National 
Council  have  repeatedly  asked  Oro  Nevada  not  to  disturb  particular  areas 
that  hold  cultural  importance.  In  August,  Oro  Nevada  told  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  (BLM)  they  were  planning  to  conduct  exploratory  drilling 
in  Section  10,  T28N,  R49E.  Within  this  Section  (one-square  mile),  is  a 
hot  spring  that  has  been  used  by  the  Dann  family  for  generations.  Hot 
springs  hold  a very  important  place  in  Western  Shoshone  traditions.  The 
mining  company's  plan  to  drill  near  the  spring  creates  the  potential  to 
disturb  not  only  this  fragile  water  source,  but  also  the  oral  history  and 
traditional  knowledge  associated  with  it. 

In  response  to  Oro's  planned  activities,  the  Western  Shoshone  Defense 
Project  (WSDP)  mailed  an  "Action  Alert"  to  our  network  of  supporters  from 
around  the  world,  calling  for  letters,  faxes  and  phone  calls  protesting 
the  company's  disturbance  of  this  sacred  place  and  their  disregard  for 
Western  Shoshone  land  rights.  The  response  was  immediate.  Scores  of 
letters,  statements  and  resolutions  came  from  individuals,  organizations 
and  governments,  including  the  International  Indian  Treaty  Council  and  the 
Ely  Shoshone  Tribal  Council.  As  a result  of  the  pressure  people  placed  on 
Oro  Nevada,  the  company  retracted  its  initial  plan  to  drill  in  Section  10 
containing  the  hot  water.  But  that  was  not  the  end  of  the  matter.  Oro 
still  has  a broad  exploration  program  ahead,  including  drilling 
thousand-feet  holes  in  the  section  immediately  adjacent  to  the  hot  spring. 
Section  3.  (For  more  info  see  Update,  October  1,  1996). 


THE  CURRENT  SITUATION... 


For  months  the  WSDP  has  awaited  the  arrival  of  Oro  Nevada's  drilling 
equipment.  Finally,  on  November  19th,  1996,  the  Oro  Nevada  Mining  Company 
rolled  its  machinery  up  to  the  edge  of  the  Cortez  Mountain  range,  along 
Dewey  Dann  Creek.  The  creek,  the  namesake  of  Mary  and  Carrie's  father,  is 
a perennial  that  flows  from  the  top  of  the  Cortez  range  down  to  the  Dann's 
homestead.  The  drilling  rig  has  been  a permanent  fixture  since  its 
arrival,  including  a night-watchman  that  guards  the  machinery.  To  date, 

Oro  has  completed  at  least  four  of  the  planned  sixteen,  thousand-feet-deep 
holes  near  Dewey  Dann. 

The  same  day  the  drilling  began,  3 federal  BLM  agents  visited  the  WSDP 
base  camp  and  office.  They  wanted  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  drilling 
rig  and  its  operators.  WSDP  staff  volunteers  assured  the  federal  agents 
of  our  adherence  to  non-violence.  We  also  made  very  clear  to  them  that 
the  Dann  lands  are  under  Western  Shoshone  jurisdiction. 

By  late  December,  Oro  Nevada  intends  to  begin  drilling  in  Section  3.  This 
section  is  between  Section  10  (containing  the  hot  spring)  and  Section  4, 
where  the  WSDP  base  camp  is  located.  Given  the  depth  of  the  drill  holes, 
and  the  close  proximity  of  the  hot  spring  to  the  section  boundary  line, 
there  is  still  a strong  threat  to  the  hot  water. 

Research  on  Oro  Nevada  has  revealed  that  the  company  is  not  directly 
connected  to  any  of  the  major  transnational  mining  corporations.  Yet,  the 
WSDP  believes  that  if  Oro's  exploratory  drilling  program  is  successful  in 
locating  a profitable  gold  deposit,  Oro  will  either  form  a joint-venture 
with-  or  be  bought-out  by  a larger  gold  mining  corporation.  Destructive 
mining  practices  in  Newe  Sogobia  occur  without  any  control  or  input  from 
Western  Shoshone  people.  It  is  critical  that  we  voice  concern  over  Oro 
Nevada's  activities  because,  like  the  other  mines  in  the  area,  Oro 
continues  to  disregard  the  Danns'  traditional  lands.  Western  Shoshone  land 
rights  and  responsibilities. 

HOW  YOU  CAN  HELP: 

1.  The  so-called  "negotiations"  process  that  began  in  1994  between 
Western  Shoshone  IRA  governments  (federally  funded  tribal  entities)  and 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  has  allowed  only  for  the  discussion  on 
how  to  distribute  the  Claims  money  with  the  U.S.  government  refusing  to 
discuss  the  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley  or  land  rights.  The  Federal  government 
is  pushing  for  the  money  distribution  because  this  result  would 
"officially"  close  the  argument  of  Western  Shoshone  title  over  their 
lands.  Tell  Bill  Clinton  and  Bruce  Babbitt  that  it  is  their 
responsibility  to  1)  open  nation  to  nation  negotiations  with  the  Western 
Shoshone  regarding  land  rights  and  the  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley  and  2)  stop 
the  destruction  of  Western  Shoshone  sacred  sites. 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt,  US  Department  of  Interior, 

18th  & C St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20240 

ph:  202-208-7351,  Email:  Bbabbitt@ois.doi.gov 

US  President  Bill  Clinton,  The  White  House,  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20500 

ph:  202-456-1111,  fax:  202-456-2461,  Email:  president@whitehouse.gov 

2.  The  phone  calls,  letters  and  faxes  to  Oro  officials  and  the  BLM  have 
been  effective.  The  BLM  needs  to  know  that  as  representatives  of  the 
Federal  government  they  need  to  push  for  meaningful  negotiations  with  the 
Western  Shoshone.  Keep  up  the  pressure  and  continue  to  state  to  Oro  Nevada 
that  they  must  respect  the  wishes  of  the  Dann  family  and  the  Western 
Shoshone  Nation. 

Anne  Morgan  , BLM  State  Director,  850  Harvard  Way,  P.O.  Box  12000,  Reno, 
Nevada  89520-0006 

ph:  702-785-6400,  fax:702-785-6411 

Helen  Hankins,  District  Manager,  Elko  BLM  , P.O.  Box  831,  Elko,  Nevada 
89803 

ph:  702-753-0200,  fax:  702-  753-  0255 


Robert  Allen  Jones,  President,  Oro  Nevada  Mining  Company,  6490  South 
McCarran  Blvd.,  Bldg  D-l,  Suite  34,  Reno,  Nevada  89509  ph:  702-825-7499, 
fax:  702-825-5277 

Michael  Farrugia,  Oro  Nevada  Resources  Inc.,  20  Adelaide  St.  East,  Suite 
200,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5C  2T6 

3.  The  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project  is  one  of  the  only  organizations 
that  addresses  the  environmental  and  cultural  impacts  of  mining  in  Newe 
Sogobia.  Much  needed  contributions  of  money  and  office  supplies  will  help 
us  continue  our  work. 

For  More  Background  Information: 

See  the  September  8th,  Action  Alert!  and  the  October  1st  Update. 

Or  Contact  the  WSDP  at  POB  211106,  Crescent  Valley,  Nevada  89821 
ph  702-468-0230,  fax  702-468-0237,  email  wsdp@igc.org 

"RE : Tenneco  and  American  Indians"  

Date:  Tue,  24  Dec  1996  08:56:30  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Gayle  Swanson  <gayles@delphi . com> 

Sub j : Tenneco  and  Amer.  Indians 

UUCP  email 

64315  24-DEC  01:27  Business  News 
Tenneco  and  Amer.  Indians 
From:  GEAATL  To:  ALL 

Tenneco  reaches  $3.5  min  settlement  with  natives 

WASHINGTON,  Dec  23  (Reuter)  - Tenneco  Oil  Co  reached  a $3.5  million 
agreement  with  the  Sac  and  Fox  native  Americans  in  Oklahoma  to  resolve 
allegations  that  the  company's  oil  drilling  had  polluted  the  nation's 
groundwater,  the  Justice  Department  said  Monday.  Under  the  settlement, 
filed  Monday  in  the  U.S.  District  Court  in  Oklahoma  City,  Tenneco  agreed  to 
pay  $1.16  million  in  compensation  for  contaminating  the  land.  El  Paso 
Energy  Corp's  El  Paso  Natural  Gas  Co,  which  recently  merged  with  Tenneco, 
will  carry  out  the  agreement. 

It  will  provide  a permanent  supply  of  drinking  water  to  the  nation  by 
building  water  systems  on  at  least  120  acres  of  land  that  the  company  will 
buy  for  the  Sac  and  Fox  people.  It  will  also  install  a water  recovery 
system  on  the  Deep  Fork  River  to  irrigate  the  nation's  lands,  reforest  a 
pecan  grove,  and  restore  tribal  land  that  was  damaged  by  years  of  oil  and 
gas  production.  The  nation  said  the  new  water  supply  and  money  from  the 
settlement  would  help  it  develop  its  reservation.  The  U.S.  government 
brought  the  lawsuit  against  Tenneco  last  January,  alleging  that  the 
company's  drilling  process  and  failure  to  plug  and  abandon  wells  had 
polluted  the  land  and  destroyed  the  nation's  water  supply. 

Glen | Forum  Manager  DIXIE  (go  tra  dix),  SOUTHERN  STATES  (go  tra  sou), 

& LAW  (go  ref  law)  -Delphi-  Home  Page:http://people. delphi.com/geaatl/ 

An  ounce  of  example  is  worth  a ton  of  advice. 

"RE:  Emergency  Shelter  Grants  Program"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Dec  1996  10:07:51  -0800 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : FWD:  Emergency  Shelter  Grants  Program 

UUCP  email 


AGENCY:  Housing  and  Urban  Development 


TITLE:  Final  Rule 
DEADLINE:  9/30/97 

DESCRIPTION:  Emergency  Shelter  Grants  Program  extended  to  Indian  Tribes 
SUMMARY:  This  final  rule  amends  HUD's  regulations  for  the  Emergency  Shelter 
Grants  (ESG)  Program.  In  an  effort  to  comply  with  the  President's  regulatory 
reform  initiatives,  this  rule  will  streamline  the  regulations  by  eliminating 
provisions  that  are  redundant  of  statutes  or  are  otherwise  unnecessary.  This 
final  rule  will  make  the  ESG  regulations  clearer  and  more  concise.  In 
addition,  this  rule  will  reflect  provisions  implementing  legislation  that  ha 
amended  the  program  since  the  last  general  rule  amending  the  ESG  regulations 
The  legislation  has,  among  other  changes  to  the  program:  Extended  program 
entitlements  to  Indian  tribes;  established  new  limits  on  expenditures  for 
specified  purposes,  including  administrative  costs,  services,  and  prevention 
activities;  reduced  the  amount  required  to  be  matched  by  grantees  and 
recipients,  especially  those  non-State  recipients  that  are  least  capable  of 
meeting  matching  funds  requirements;  and  mandated  habitability  standards  and 
required  the  implementation  of  procedures  to  ensure  confidentiality  of 
records  relating  to  family  violence  services. 

EFFECTIVE  DATE:  November  1,  1996. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  Mark  Johnston,  Director,  Program 
Coordination  and  Analysis  Division,  Office  of  Community  Planning  and 
Development,  Room  7262,  telephone  (202)  708-1226.  For  questions  on  program 
requirements  for  Indian  tribes,  contact:  Bruce  Knott,  Director,  Housing  and 
Community  Development  Division,  Office  of  Native  American  Programs, 

Room  B-133,  telephone  (202)  755-0068. 

(These  telephone  numbers  are  not  toll-free.)  For  hearing  and  speech-impaired 
persons,  these  numbers  may  be  accessed  via  TTY  (text  telephone)  by  calling 
the  Federal  Information  Relay  Service  at  1-800-877-8339.  The  address  for 
both  of  these  persons  is:  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development, 

451  Seventh  Street,  SW.,  Washington,  DC  20410. 

"RE : NASA-OAI  Collaborative  Internship"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Dec  1996  10:11:25  -0800 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : NASA-OAI  Collaborative  Internship  and  Fellowship  Program  - NA 
UUCP  email 

Forwarded  message  

Subject:  NASA-OAI  Collaborative  Internship  and  Fellowship  Program  - NASA 
http://web.fie.com/htdoc/fed/nas/any/kl2/prog/any/naspgana.htm 

NASA-OAI  Collaborative  Internship  and  Fellowship  Program  - NASA 
Submission  Date:  January  31,  1997 


PROGRAM  DESCRIPTION: 

The  program  is  a collaborative  undertaking  between  NASA  Lewis  Research 
Center  and  the  Ohio  Aerospace  Institute.  Application  deadlines  are 
January  31st  each  year. 

Twelve  or  14-week  internship  are  provided  for  students  in  good  academic 
standing  pursuing  a baccalaureate  or  higher  degree  in  a field  of  science 
or  engineering.  College-bound  high  school  graduates  are  also  eligible. 
Designed  to  provide  students  with  introductory  professional  experiences 
to  compliment  their  academic  programs,  assignments  are  given  in  research 
and  development  projects  which  are  commensurate  with  the  academic  level 
and  field  of  study. 

A ten  week  Summer  Fellowship  Program  is  offered  to  secondary  teachers. 
This  program  allows  an  educator  to  work  with  a NASA  scientist  or 
engineer  on  a specific  task  and  expand  his/her  knowledge  about  the 
aerospace  program. 

CONTACT  ADDRESS: 

Name:  Sylvia  Merritt 

Phone:  (216)  433-5574 
Title: 


Office:  NASA  Lewis  Research  Center 
Address:  21000  Brookpark  Road 
MS  7-4 

Cleveland,  OH  44135 

Email : sylvia . a . merritt@lerc . nasa.gov 


KEYWORDS: 

Keycode  Keyword 
0000000  Programs 
0000022  Fellowships 
0000034  Research 

0000044  Training,  Traineeships,  Apprenticeships,  Internships 

0502031  Science  Education 

0502042  Engineering  Education 

0505002  College  Students 

0505005  Dunior  & Community  Colleges 

050500A  All  Higher  Education 

0600000  Engineering 

1015000  Space  Sciences 

A000400  National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration 


Copyright(C)1996  Federal  Information  Exchange,  Inc. 

All  Rights  Reserved  Worldwide.  Permission  granted  for  personal  and 
non-commercial  uses  only. 
nasa-m@fie . com 

"RE : Public  Charter  School  lob"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Dec  1996  10:05:53  -0800 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (lohn  Berry) 

Sub j : FWD  American  Indian  Public  Charter  School  (Calif.)  seek 
UUCP  email 

From:  nat-edu@gnosys. svle.ma.us 

Original  Sender:  sahtu@aol.com 

Mailing  List:  NAT-EDU  (nat-edu@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

FYI.  Please  forward  as  you  think  appropriate.  Note  deadline  (12/20/96). 


10B  ANNOUNCEMENT 
Background  Information 

The  American  Indian  Public  Charter  School  (AIPCS)  received  its  Charter 
Status  from  the  State  of  California  in  February,  1996.  The  school  opened 
its  doors  in  Oakland,  California  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  and 
currently  serves  45  students  in  grades  6,7,  and  8.  Grade  9 will  be  added 
in  1997  and  the  school  will  expand  each  year  to  grade  12.  The  purpose  of 
the  school  is  to  meet  the  academic,  social  and  cultural  needs  of  American 
Indian  other  disadvantaged  students.  The  AIPCS  is  a non-profit  corporation 
within  the  state  of  California  and  is  fiscally  managed  by  The  Tides 
Center.  The  goal  of  AIPCS  is  to  utilize  a site-based  management  system 
with  parents,  students  and  teachers  as  partners  in  the  on-going  planning, 
implementation  and  evaluation  of  school  practices  and  outcomes. 

POSITION  OPEN:  DIRECTOR  OF  SCHOOL 

The  AIPCS  is  seeking  a full-time  School  Director  to  be  the  on-site  Chief 
Administrator  and  Supervisor  for  school  operations.  Director  is 
responsible  for  implementation  of  the  AIPCS  Charter  and  meeting  the  State 
of  California  and  Oakland  Public  School  District's  credit  criteria  and 
requirements.  Director  must  possess  strong  leadership  abilities,  fiscal 
management  and  plan  development  skills.  Duties  and  responsibilities 
include:  hiring,  supervising  and  evaluation  of  staff,  development  and 
implementation  of  organizational  procedures,  programs  and  curriculum.  The 
Director  must  carry  out  the  policies  set  forth  by  the  Governance  Board  as 
stated  in  the  Charter  and  must  engage  in  fundraising  and  public  relations 


work  on  behalf  of  the  school.  Director  must  have  experience  and  knowledge 
of  American  Indian  educational  theory,  practice  and  current  school  reform 
issues.  Teaching  experience  is  a plus.  Director  must  posses  excellent 
communication  skills  and  a strong  desire  to  work  with  parents  and  the 
community. 

SALARY  STARTING  AT  $40,000  W/BENEFITS 

CLOSING  DATE:  DECEMBER  20.  1996 

Please  send  letter  of  interest  and  resume  to: 

Governance  Board 
c/o  AIPCS 
3637  Magee  Ave. 

Oakland,  CA  94619 

For  further  information  contact  Duane  Big  Eagle,  (707)  778-3170  or  Bridget 
Wilson,  (510)223-7269. 

The  AIPCS  does  not  discriminate  in  hiring  on  the  basis  of  ethnicity,  national 
origin,  gender,  age,  or  disability. 

"RE : Poem:  Winter  Solstice"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Dec  1996  15:20:34  -0500 
From:  gastonl@ireseau.com  (Gaston  Lavoie) 

Sub j : Winter  solstice  tomorrow  at  09.16 

UUCP  email 

We  are  children  of  the  same  light. 

A prayer 

0 Great  Spirit 

Who  s light  I beheld  before  I began  my  journey 

And  who  s light  I will  find  again  at  the  end  of  my  journey 

On  this  the  shortest  daylight  day  of  the  people  of  the  North 

1 ask  as  the  light  returns  to  our  hearts 

That  the  hearts  of  all  human  open  to  the  ancient  wisdom 

That  was  always  with  us  but  so  often  ignored 

That  they  find  that  light  within  themselves 

And  build  a better  world  for  those  yet  to  come 

And  those  in  need  of  healing 

Gaston 

I live  to  make  the  world  a better  place  to  live. 

It  starts  when  I make  myself  a better  person. 

It  spreads  trough  example. 

It  moves  me  to  tears  when  someone  finds  the  courage  to  do  the  same. 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/12/16  22:43 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub  j : Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  29-Ianuary  4 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

29 

The  stars  tonight  are  bright-etched  in  magic. 

30 

Sleep  soundly  when  the  year  has  run  its  course,  for  you  will  awake  to 
new  life. 


31 

Greet  the  dawn  of  the  new  year  with  flowers,  song,  and  dance  by  the  ocean, 
where  all  life  begins. 


OCEAN  SONGS 
(Images  of  Hawai'i) 

By  D.  F.  Sanders 

I have  heard  your  ocean  songs  at  dusk 

In  the  trees  that  sway  with  the  sighing  wind. 

And  seen,  in  the  soft  glimmering  of  starlight. 

The  iridescent  waves  caressing  the  shore. 

Sometimes,  a voice  calls  to  me  in  the  silence. 

Bringing  me  memories  of  the  land,  ka  aina. 

It  is  the  voice  of  the  sea  that  I hear. 

The  murmur  of  the  surf  in  a shell. 

Or  the  laughter  of  children  as  they  play. 

All  sounds  repeating  to  me,  in  the  vast  chant  of  life, 

"Hawai'i,  Hawai'i." 

You  ask  much:  love  of  your  heritage. 

Love  of  the  land,  with  its  sacred  places. 

Yet  you  give  of  your  bounty  in  return. 

And  your  splendor  is  a feast  for  all  to  behold. 

You  have  many  moods,  from  the  fiery  wrath  of  a volcano 
To  the  gentle  rain  that  falls,  like  a blessing,  on  the  land. 

Graced  by  the  fragile  luminescence  of  a rainbow. 

If  I were  to  ask  you,  "Where  does  your  heart  lie?" 

You  might  answer,  "In  the  children  and  in  the  land. 

And  in  the  everlasting  melee  of  the  wind  and  the  sea." 

I have  heard  the  beauty  of  your  ocean  songs. 

And  I know,  in  the  bright  rhapsody  of  the  morning, 

Hawai ' i . 

IANUALI 

(January) 

(Kaelo) 

Ancient  Hawaiians  knew  that  January  was  the  time  of  year 
when  the  enuhe,  a worm  very  destructive  to  vegetation, 
appeared,  and  also  when  the  vines  began  to  put  forth  fresh 
leaves . 

1 

In  the  sound  of  the  ocean,  I can  hear  my  ancestors  calling. 

2 

A ho'okupu,  a gift  from  the  heart,  enriches  the  giver. 

3 

In  the  family,  ohana,  lies  the  renewal  of  the  past. 

4 

I am  the  child  of  many  cultures  --  in  me  grows  the  hope  of  the  future. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

- "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  26  December  96  08:00  -0500 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 


UUCP  email 


Date:  Wed,  18  Dec  1996  10:35:58  -0800 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : (FWD)  New  Years  Competition  POW-WOW  and  Indian  Craft  Market 

December  27,  28,  29,  1996 
New  Years 
Competition 
POW-WOW 
and 

Indian  Craft  Market 


Rillito  Raceway  Park 
River  Road  & 1st  Ave. 
Tucson,  Arizona 

$1500.+  Contest  Money 
40  Authentic  Indian  Crafts  Booths 
Traditional  Indian  Foods 
Drum  Contest 

(520)  622-4900 


From  _News 

Dec  26-28 
Info: 

Dec  28-31 
Info: 

Dec  31-3an 
Info: 

Dec  31-3an 

Info: 

Ian  4 
Info: 

Ian  17-19 

Info: 


From  Indian  Country_ 

Wapato  Longhouse  Pow  Wow,  Wapato,  WA 
509-865-5121,  ext  304  or  318 

White  Swan  New  Year's  Pow  Wow,  Pavilion,  White  Swan,  WA 
509-865-5121,  ext  304  or  318 

1 4th  New  Year's  Sobriety  Pow  Wow,  Desse  Owens  Rec.  Center  So., 
Columbus,  OH 
614-228-0460 

1 3rd  Siletz  Recovery  Pow  Wow,  Chemawa  Indian  School, 

Salem,  OR 
503-390-9494 

Mason  School  Pow  Wow,  Mason  Middle  School,  Tacoma,  WA 
205-596-1139 

Indian  River  Native  Amer.  Fest.,  The  Municipal  Stadium, 

New  Smyrna,  FL 
904-424-0860 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

3oe  Chasing  Horses  via  Gary  Smith,  Brian  Hauk,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Ishgooda, 
Iordan  S.  Dill,  loe  Don  Chipps,  lacki  Leroux,  Gaston  Lavoie,  lanet  Smith, 
Donna  Hales/Muskogee  Daily  Phoenix  via  Marvin  & Linda  Summerfield/ 

Cherokee  Observer,  Scott  Robert  Ladd,  lohn  Berry,  Larry  Kibby,  Glen  Ashman 
via  Gayle  Swanson,  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico,  USA, 

David  Melmer/Indian  Country  Today  via  Gary  Trujillo 


Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE- L or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 


Date:  Thu,  26  December  96  08:00  -0500 
From:  lanet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 


Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Tue,  10  Dec  1996  23:53:59  -0500 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net  (Ishgooda) 

Sub j : fourth  annual  sobriety  pow  wow  (Columbus,  Ohio,  31  Dec.) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

ANNOUNCING  THE  FOURTH  ANNUAL  SOBRIETY  POW  WOW 
WHERE:  3ESSE  OWENS  RECREATIONAL  CENTER  SO. 

175  W.  11th.  AVE. 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 

WHEN: 

NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  Tuesday  December  31,  1996 

Doors  Open  to  public  10:00  AM 
GRAND  ENTRY:  1:00  PM  Closes  2:00  AM 

NEW  YEAR'S  DAY  Wednesday  lanuary  1,  1997 

Doors  Open  to  public  10:00  AM 

GRAND  ENTRY:  NOON  Closes  5:00PM 

Enjoy  Native  American  Culture  Traders,  Food,  Dances  and  Music. 
Talking  Circles  and  AA  Meetings  on  site 
Special  Midnight  Ceremony  on  New  Year's  Eve 
Limited  Seating  so  Bring  your  own  chair 

PUBLIC  INVITED 
Adults  $5.00 

Elders  3.00  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS  OR  WEAPONS  PERMITTED 

Students  3.00 

ages  6-12  3.00 

under  5 FREE 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Dennis  Banks 
Arena  Director:  Kenny  Irwin 

Head  Man  Dancer:  TBA 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  TBA 

Head  Veteran  Dancer:  TBA 

TRADER  INFORMATION: 

Call  Dan  or  Betty  laeger  614-  879-8469 
Native  American  Traders  Only  (by  invitation) 
Pre-registration  Required 

SPONSORED  BY: 

Host  Organization:  Ohio  Center  for  Native  American  Affairs 

614-226-0460 

Co-Host:  Sacred  Run  Foundation 

606-431-2346 

Endorsed  by:  American  Indian  Movement 

Ohio  and  Kentucky  Chapters 
American  Indian  council 
c/o  Native  American  Student  Programs 
614-292-7521 

"RE : Indian  Country  Today  on  Prohibition"  

Date:  Mon,  23  Dec  1996  13:32:40  -0500 

From:  gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us  (Gary  S.  Trujillo) 

Sub j : URGENT:  South  Dakota  prohibition  against  Native  ceremonies 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


Thanks  to  David  Meitner,  _Indian  Country  Today_,  for  permission  to 
redistribute  this  article,  originally  released  only  to  Gary  Trujillo, 
list  manager  of  Native-L. 

The  following  article  was  published  on  the  front  page  of  the  issue  of 
12/16-12/23  of  _Indian  Country  Today_.  It  is  being  transmitted  via  the 
NATIVE-L  mailing  list  and  Usenet's  "soc. culture. native, " "alt . native, " 
and  the  APC  "indig. info"  conference  with  permission  from  David  Melmer 
("david@indiancountry.com"),  who  wrote  the  story.  Thanks  to  Joseph  Uher 
("mhunter@erols.com")  for  typing  the  text  of  this  article  from  the  printed 
edition  of  the  newspaper.  For  information  about  subscriptions  to  _Indian 
Country  Today_,  please  contact: 

Indian  Country  Today 
P.O.  Box  2180 
Rapid  City,  SD  57709-2180 
Phone  1-605-341-0011 
FAX  1-605-341-6940 

Title:  Internet  posting  stirs  up  trouble  in  S.D.  cyberspace 

by  David  Melmer  --  Indian  Country  Today 

PIERRE,  S.D.  --  Internet  surfers  and  chat  room  junkies  who  thrive  on 
American  Indian  issues  were  duped  Dec.  3 by  an  internet  message  that  was 
false  and  misleading.  The  message  instilled  fear  and  anguish  in  many 
tribal  leaders,  elders  and  tribal  organization  officials. 

Flundreds  of  people  joined  in  what  was  labeled  a hoax  through  an  e-mail 
campaign  designed  to  bombard  South  Dakota  Gov.  Bill  Janklow  and  the  state 
capitol  with  messages  that  would  change  his  mind  on  something  that,  as  it 
turned  out,  he  never  knew  or  thought  about  in  the  first  place. 

E-mail  messages,  some  using  scurrilous  language,  came  from  all  parts  of 
the  country  and  from  Europe.  At  Indian  Country  Today  nearly  300  messages 
were  received  over  a period  of  four  days.  The  governor's  office  put  a 
block  on  the  messages,  and  the  sender  cried  censorship. 

Someone,  who  may  never  be  identified,  started  a rumor  that  accused  Gov. 
Janklow  of  calling  a meeting  to  work  out  details  that  would  prohibit 
American  Indian  ceremonies  on  state  park  and  state  forest  lands.  Bear 
Butte,  the  most  sacred  of  sites  for  the  Lakota  and  Cheyenne  people,  would 
have  been  included  because  Bear  Butte  is  a state  park. 

According  to  Gov.  Janklow  no  such  hearing  or  meeting  was  planned,  nor  was 
there  ever  any  proposal  that  would  prohibit  any  ceremonies  on  state  land. 

Gov.  Janklow  repeated  the  phrase  "Whoever  does  this  there  should  be  a 
special  place  in  hell  for  preying  on  peoples'  fears"  twice  in  five 
minutes . 

Gov.  Janklow  emphasized  that  he  would  never  do  such  a thing.  In  fact  he 
emphasized  that  he  proposed  Bear  Butte  be  given  American  Indian  priority 
for  use  in  ceremonies.  Fie  also  made  a point  of  saying  that  he  recently 
acted  against  state  statute  by  not  allowing  a suit  to  be  filed  against 
persons  who  let  a ceremonial  fire  get  out  of  hand,  burning  Bear  Butte. 

Under  South  Dakota  law,  the  person  responsible  for  a forest  fire  pays  for 
the  damage. 

The  internet  message  also  falsely  stated  that  a state  court  decision 
"limited  the  number  of  Native  Americans  to  40  or  under  in  any  gathering." 

The  information  did  not  identify  any  judge  by  name. 

The  South  Dakota  state's  Attorney  General's  Office  and  two  other 
attorneys  could  not  verify  that  any  state  level  judge  made  such  a ruling. 

"This  is  reckless  misrepresentation,"  said  Larry  Long  of  the  state 
Attorney  General's  office.  Inquiries  from  the  state  to  area  counties 
turned  up  no  information  on  such  a ruling. 

"Isn't  that  against  the  First  Amendment?"  asked  a Pennington  County 
official . 

The  moral?  Check  your  sources  and  be  skeptical  of  information  coming 
across  the  internet,  say  frequent  users  and  public  officials. 

The  message  was  distributed  by  Linda  J.  Flineline-Lemonde  of  Monroe,  Mich., 


partner  in  a graphic  arts  company.  She  is  better  known  as  Ishgooda  to  her 
cyber  friends. 


The  web  page  for  First  Nations  Promotions  (http://www.dickshovel.com/sd.html) 
contains  the  message  and  petition  information  that  is  sent  through 
Ishgooda' s site.  The  site  offers  information  about  the  American  Indian 
Movement's  national  field  office. 

[ As  of  several  days  ago,  the  petition  is  no  longer  on  the  Web  page 

authored  by  Iordan  Dill  ("jsd@dickshovel.com")  referred  to  above.  It  has 

been  replaced  by  a page  containing  a statement  about  related  subjects. 

--Gary  ] 

The  source  of  the  original  rumor  is  not  known,  and  all  attempts  to  uncover 
the  source  of  the  information  were  stonewalled. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  First  Nations  and  Ishgooda  have  been  involved 
with  false  and  misleading  information,  according  to  tribal  officials. 

On  Nov.  20,  a message  was  sent  by  Dordon  S.  Dill,  web  site  monitor  for 
First  Nations.  That  message  implicated  Philip  Under  Baggage  and  Christine 
Dunham,  Oglala  Lakota,  and  Burdell  Bluearm  and  Sebastian  "Bronco"  LeBeau, 
Miniconjou  Lakota.  All  are  NAGPRA  representatives  for  their  respective 
nations . 

The  message,  instigated  by  Wanbli  Sapa,  real  name  unknown,  on  the  First 
Nations'  web  site  said  that  an  elder  asked  him  to  put  out  an  alert  to 
prevent  any  of  the  four  people  mentioned  from  receiving  personal  items 
that  belonged  to  and  were  taken  from  the  body  of  Chief  Spotted  Elk,  aka 
Chief  Bigfoot.  The  message  said  the  four  were  claiming  the  items  for 
themselves  under  the  pretense  of  acting  for  the  descendants  of  Chief 
Bigfoot . 

"I  was  notified  by  a lady  working  in  a museum  on  the  East  Coast.  She  said 
she  read  this  message.  I think,  OK,  fine,  whoever  this  person  is  doesn't 
have  the  guts  to  come  forward  to  identify  himself,"  said  Mr.  LeBeau. 

"I  look  at  it  as  a bunch  of  b.s.  Obviously  this  comes  from  someone  who 
doesn't  know  what  they  are  talking  about,  someone  with  a small  mind,  and 
small,  almost  infinitesimal  self-esteem.  You  are  too  chicken  to  say  who  you 
are  when  you  accuse  someone  of  something. 

"I  ignored  it.  It  doesn't  hurt  me.  My  character  speaks  for  itself,"  Mr. 
LeBeau  said. 

Mr.  LeBeau  said  the  NAGPRA  committees  receive  information  about  artifacts 
and  then  notify  the  families  that  they  have  the  right  to  repatriate  the 
items.  The  NAGPRA  committee  only  negotiates  on  behalf  of  the  families 
upon  the  family's  request. 

The  person  who  sent  the  original  message  referred  to  him  or  herself  as 
Wanbli  Sapa,  a Lakota  name. 

"If  you  are  going  to  represent  yourself  as  Lakota,  you  must  stand  up  and 
publicly  proclaim  that  you  are  a warrior  and  this  is  your  name.  Otherwise 
you  are  not  Lakota.  You  are  a mean-spirited  little  man.  A true  Lakota 
warrior  is  never  afraid  to  declare  his  name  or  identity,"  Mr.  LeBeau 
said.  Mr.  LeBeau's  Lakota  name  is  Wanbli  Sapa  U Welo  (Black  Eagle's 
Coming) . 

"He  did  a disservice  to  three  special  people.  He  hurt  Christine,  Uncle 
Philip  and  Uncle  Burdell.  They  have  done  a lot  for  their  people."  Mr. 

LeBeau  said,  adding,  "To  have  a lot  of  wannabes  taking  a potshot  at  our 
people,  that's  chicken." 

The  internet  alert  from  Ishgooda  labeled  "URGENT"  on  Dec.  2,  stirred  up 
more  than  just  a few  people.  In  that  respect  it  may  have  been  effective, 
some  state  officials  said. 

The  message  reported  that  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  Lakota,  19th  generation 
keeper  of  the  Sacred  Pipe,  was  invited  to  attend  the  hearing. 

The  message  indicated  that  a Doe  Chases  Horse,  believed  to  be  from  the 
Rosebud  Sioux  Reservation,  was  also  invited.  He  purportedly  provided 
authentication  to  Ishgooda,  according  to  her  messages.  Mr.  Chases  Horses 
(sic)  could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

Mr.  Looking  Horse  told  Indian  Country  Today  that  he  was  called  about  the 


meeting  by  some  friends  who  saw  it  on  the  internet. 

"I  got  a lot  of  calls  from  all  over  the  country.  When  I got  up  there 
(Pierre)  they  told  me  that  was  false  information,  and  I turned  around  and 
came  back.  I was  very  skeptical.  Before,  all  the  meetings  I was  invited 
to,  I got  a letter,"  Mr.  Looking  Horse  said. 

He  and  many  other  elders  and  concerned  tribal  members  traveled  hundreds  of 
miles  to  offer  prayers  and  information  that  could  stop  the  suspected 
prohibition  of  spiritual  activity  on  state  park  land,  based  solely  on  the 
information  in  the  message  from  Ishgooda. 

When  the  first  e-mail  message  arrived  at  Indian  Country  Today  offices,  a 
call  was  made  to  the  governor's  office.  Dim  Soyer,  the  governor's  press 
secretary,  knew  of  no  hearing  or  meeting  or  any  proposal  of  the  kind. 

Next,  Indian  Affairs  Director  Webster  Two  Hawk  said  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
ruling  or  proposal  and  knew  nothing  of  any  restrictions  about  numbers  of 
people  at  gatherings. 

Information  given  also  stated  that  the  hearing  was  being  sponsored  by  two 
state  legislators.  Ishgooda  referred  to  "the  representative  from  the 
Rosebud  Reservation  and  Rep.  Volsky." 

At  another  time  Ishgooda  said  the  representative  was  from  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation . 

She  may  have  been  referring  to  Rep.  Ron  Volesky,  one  of  three  American 
Indian  legislators,  and  Sen.  Paul  Valandra  of  Rosebud.  Mr.  Volesky  said 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  hearing.  He  was  in  the  capital  to  attend  an 
economic  development  meeting  with  author  and  professor  Terry  L.  Anderson 
of  Montana  State  University.  Sen.  Valandra  could  not  be  reached. 

Reginald  Cedar  Face,  an  Oglala  from  Pine  Ridge,  said  he  intended  to  attend 
the  hearing  to  find  out  what  was  going  on,  but  when  he  arrived  in  Pierre 
he  was  told  there  was  no  such  hearing.  So,  he  said,  he  attended  the 
economic  development  meeting  and  said  he  was  very  impressed,  which  made 
the  trip  worthwhile. 

If  a proposal  to  limit  ceremonial  use  of  state  parks  was  proposed  the 
state  park  service  would  probably  know  about  it,  but  Warren  lackson, 
director  of  field  operations  for  the  park  service  said  he  knew  nothing 
about  any  prohibition.  He  also  said  the  director  of  the  park  service, 

Doug  Hofer,  knew  nothing  about  any  proposal. 

To  add  authentication  to  the  false  statements,  Ishgooda  and  First  Nations 
alleged  that  their  information  was  verified  by  two  people  who  were  friends 
of  Dennis  Banks,  national  field  director  for  the  American  Indian  Movement. 
Mr.  Banks'  office  denied  any  knowledge  of  the  incident. 

First  Nations  does  use  the  AIM  logo  on  its  web  page  and  disburses  AIM- 
related  information. 

The  source  of  the  rumor  has  not  been  uncovered;  the  case  may  have  to  go  to 
"Unsolved  Mysteries." 

Information  from  the  AIM  national  field  office  indicated  that  an  article 
that  appeared  in  the  Rapid  City  lournal  on  either  Dec.  1 or  2 may  be  the 
source. 

That  article  referred  to  the  economic  development  meeting  that  was  held. 

Ishgooda  began  the  day  on  Dec.  4 by  taking  credit  for  stopping  a meeting 
that  was  never  scheduled.  She  wrote  to  her  hundreds  of  addresses  that 
Gov.  lanklow  cut  his  day  short  to  straighten  the  situation  out  and 
appeared  on  the  six  o'clock  news. 

According  to  the  governor's  office  he  was  interviewed  by  five  television 
stations  following  his  annual  budget  address.  Mr.  Soyer,  who  didn't 
attend  the  interview  session,  couldn't  verify  what  the  governor  discussed. 

When  Gov.  lanklow  spoke  with  Indian  Country  Today  in  the  afternoon,  he 
didn't  indicate  that  he  would  be  having  to  do  any  damage  control,  and  he 
said  he  had  received  only  two  messages.  The  capital  internet  server 
screened  and  blocked  the  messages. 

Mr.  Soyer  said  the  governor's  office  was  not  treating  the  incident  as 
being  of  any  degree  of  importance. 

On  the  other  hand,  Ishgooda  and  her  followers  are.  Messages  indicate 
reveling  in  the  aftermath  of  more  false  information  about  Gov.  lanklow' s 
altered  actions  and  schedule.  They  also  charge  the  governor's  office  with 
censorship  for  blocking  the  messages  sent  through  Ishgooda. 

The  governor's  office  treated  the  messages  as  junk  mail  and  asked  their 


server  to  screen  them  out.  Anyone  with  e-mail  has  that  option. 

Editor's  Note:  At  Indian  Country  Today,  we  use  internet  sources  as 
potential  leads  for  stories.  We  carefully  check  and  authenticate 
information.  We  do  not  consider  much  of  the  internet  as  a factual 
source.  Indian  Country  Today  will  no  longer  visit  the  web  sides  of 
Ishgooda  and  the  First  Nations  Promotions  because  of  their  continued 
proliferation  of  gossip,  rumor  and  innuendo  in  their  misguided  attempt  to 
support  American  Indian  issues.  Their  misleading  and  misinformed  sources 
may  harm  innocent  people  and  cause  others  unnecessary  anguish. 

"RE : Rock  Creek  Saved  For  Now"  

Date:  Thu,  19  Dec  1996  08:56:33  PST 

From:  scottrobertladd@juno.com  (Scott  Robert  Ladd) 

Sub j : WSDP:  Rock  Creek  Saved!... For  Now  (Western  Shoshone  territory) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

From:  WSDP  <wsdp@igc . ape . org> 

Subject:  Rock  Creek  Saved!... For  Now 
Date:  Tue,  10  Dec  1996  17:04:30  -0800  (PST) 

Rock  Creek  Saved!... For  Now 

December  10,  1996  "On  November  6th,  the  results  were  posted...  Rock  Creek 
was  overwhelmingly  voted  down  with  a 1,522  to  647  margin!" 

In  the  spring  of  1995,  Lander  County  Commissioners  appointed  new  members 
to  the  Rock  Creek  Advisory  Board.  They  were  given  the  assignment  that  many 
others  before  them  had  failed  to  complete:  construct  a recreational  dam 
and  reservoir  at  Rock  Creek.  For  the  past  year  and  a half,  the  Board 
members  have  been  active  and  vocal  in  promoting  the  dam  project. 

Contracted  firms  have  prepared  initial  engineering  studies,  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  archaeologists  and  anthropologists  combed  the  area,  water 
rights  negotiations  and  land  acquisition  deals  were  pursued.  Each  monthly 
Advisory  Board  meeting  was  followed  by  newspaper  articles,  chronicling 
their  progress.  Yet,  there  was  always  one  agenda  item  the  Board 
reluctantly  approached--public  comments. 

Rock  Creek  has  been  a gathering  and  religious  place  for  Western  Shoshone 
for  thousands  of  years.  This  is  confirmed  by  oral  traditions  and 
archaeological  evidence.  Rock  Creek  continues  to  be  valued  and  used  by 
Western  Shoshone  families  and  communities,  reinforcing  strong  cultural 
traditions.  It  contains  spring  waters  used  for  healing.  It  is  also  the 
burial  grounds  for  Western  Shoshone  ancestors,  some  of  whom  are  remembered 
by  name.  Because  of  this  long,  rich  history  that  is  still  unfolding.  Rock 
Creek  has  become  a strong  rallying  point  for  all  Western  Shoshone 
communities.  Letters  from  Western  Shoshone  governments,  organizations  and 
individuals  produced  a constant  stream  of  opposition.  In  March  1996,  a 
press  conference  was  held  in  Reno,  Nevada,  announcing  the  Battle  Mountain 
Tribal  Council's  intent  to  bring  the  dam  project  into  costly  litigation. 

The  event  was  attended  by  over  eleven  Western  Shoshone  and  Washoe 
government  and  organization  representatives. 

Faced  with  growing  and  widespread  opposition,  the  Lander  County 
Commissioners  turned  back  to  their  electorate.  On  the  November  5th  ballot. 
Lander  County  voters  were  asked  whether  the  Rock  Creek  dam  project  should 
continue  to  be  pursued,  or  if  it  should  be  abandoned.  Local 
organizations,  including  the  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project,  Citizen 
Alert  Native  American  Program,  the  Battle  Mountain  Band  Council  and  the 
Nevada  Indian  Environmental  Coalition  circulated  fliers  and  purchased 
newspaper  ads  to  let  the  County  voters  know  the  importance  of  Rock  Creek 
to  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation. 

On  November  6th,  the  results  were  posted...  Rock  Creek  was  overwhelmingly 
voted  down  with  a 1,522  to  647  margin! 

As  Battle  Mountain  Chairman,  Gelford  Dim  stated,  "(the  vote 
demonstrated) .. .the  protection  (of)  the  right  of  Indian  people  to  continue 
to  practice  their  religion  in  the  places  we  hold  sacred  as  our  ancestors 


did  for  over  seven  thousand  years." 

Although  we  celebrate  this  victory,  the  fact  remains  that  Rock  Creek  is 
still  vulnerable  to  future  devastation.  Rock  Creek  lies  next  to  what  is 
called  the  "Carlin  Trend,"  a world-renown  gold  deposit  that  is  currently 
mined  by  several  transnational  gold  corporations.  No  more  than  a mere 
eighteen  miles  east  of  Rock  Creek  lies  one  of  the  larger  mines  in 
northeastern  Nevada.  The  mine  is  pumping  over  70,000  gallons  per  minute 
from  the  water  table  to  access  microscopic  gold  particles  found  thousands 
of  feet  deep.  These  mines  are  constantly  exploring  new  areas  and 
expanding  their  operations. 

We  must  now  work  to  protect  Rock  Creek  for  the  long-term.  The  WSDP  is 
researching  avenues  to  return  all  or  critical  portions  of  Rock  Creek  to 
Western  Shoshone  management.  We  welcome  suggestions  on  this  matter. 

Article  by  Jennifer  Allen,  WSDP  Volunteer.  For  more  information,  please 
contact:  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project,  PO  Box  211106,  Crescent  Valley, 
Nevada,  89821  Ph  702-468-0230,  Fax  702-468-0237,  Email  wsdp@igc.org 

"RE : History  of  Western  Shoshone"  

Date:  Thu,  19  Dec  1996  10:16:26  -0800 
From:  kibbey@sierra.net  (Larry  Kibbey) 

Sub j : History  of  Western  Shoshone  (Nevada) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  following  explains  historical  respects  about  the 
Western  Shoshone  Indians  of  Nevada 

Traditional  Chief  - Gordon  Temoke,  Ruby  Valley,  Nevada. 

Became  Traditional  Chief  in  1995,  replacing  his  father 
the  late  Frank  Temoke  Sr. 

Currently,  there  are  four  non-profit  organizations  that  are 
political  factions  that  use  the  title  of  the  Western  Shoshone. 

(1)  The  Western  Shoshone  National  Council(WSNC)  - Non-Profit 
Established:  1984 

Jerry  Millet  of  the  Duck  Water  Indian  Reservation  was 
the  Chairman  for  the  WSNC  until  1988.  During  the  '80's 
most  of  the  tribes  and  the  Te-Moak  Tribal  Council  were 
under  the  umbrella  of  the  WSNC. 

In  1988,  Raymond  Yowell  of  the  South  Fork  Indian  Reservation 
became  the  Chairman  for  the  WSNC,  who  is  also  the  Chairman 
for  the  Cattleman's  Association  and  enrolled  under  the 
Te-Moak  Tribe.  During  this  time,  most  of  the  Te-Moak  Bands 
pulled  out  from  the  WSNC,  leaving  Duck  Water,  Ely,  Battle 
Mountain  and  the  WSDP. 

To  date,  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council,  operates  out 
of  Las  Vegas  or  in  that  area  and  is  a political  organization. 

(2)  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project  is  operated  out  of  Crescent 
Valley  on  the  Dann's  Ranch,  is  also  a Non-Profit  Organization. 

(3)  Citizens  Alert  - Nonprofit  - Reno,  Nevada. 

Political  organization.  Addresses  Western  Shoshone  issues. 

(4)  Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society 
Non-Profit  - Established:  May,  1993 

Endorsed  by  the  Te-Moak  Tribal  Council  June  8,  1993. 

Program  Director,  Larry  Kibby. 


Established  to  preserve  and  protect  the  ceremonial  and 
burial  areas,  as  well  as  other  issues  of  cultural  and 


religious  regards  of  the  Native  American  Indian 


In  1934,  Congress  endorsed  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act. 

In  1938,  the  Te-Moak  Tribal  Council  was  established. 

The  Te-Moak  Tribal  Council  is  the  oldest  and  largest  representative 
of,  and  Executive  Governing  Body  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Indians 
of  Nevada  and  is  located  on  the  Elko  Indian  Colony,  Elko,  Nevada. 

The  Te-Moak  Tribal  Council  is  made  up  of  Band  Council  Members 
from  the  following  Bands: 

(1)  Elko  Band  Council(IRA) , Elko  Indian  Colony,  Elko,  Nevada. 

Established  as  reservation  1918. 

(2)  South  Fork  Band  Council(IRA) , South  Fork  Indian  Reservation, 

Lee,  Nevada.  Established  as  reservation  1941. 

Also  represents,  Odger's  Indian  Ranch,  Butte  Valley,  Nevada, 
and  Ruby  Valley  Allotments,  Ruby  Valley,  Nevada. 

(3)  Wells  Band  Council(IRA) , Wells  Indian  Colony,  Wells,  Nevada. 

Established  as  reservation  1976. 

(4)  Battle  Mountain  Band  Council(IRA) , Battle  Mountain  Indian 
Colony,  Battle  Mountain,  Nevada. 

Established  as  reservation  1917. 

Other  Western  Shoshone  Indian  Reservations  in  Nevada,  having  their 
own  Tribal  Council  and  are  not  a part  of  the  Te-Moak  Tribal  Council 
are : 

(1)  Duck  Water  Indian  Reservation,  Duck  Water,  Nevada. 

Established  as  reservation  1940.  IRA  Tribal  Government 

(2)  Yomba  Indian  Reservation,  Reese  River,  Nevada. 

Established  as  reservation  1937.  IRA  Tribal  Government 

(3)  Ely  Indian  Colony,  Ely,  Nevada.  Established  1931. 

IRA  Tribal  Government 

(4)  Duck  Valley  Indian  Reservation,  Owhyee,  Nevada. 

First  established  as  Western  Shoshone  Reservation  in  1877. 

In  May  of  1886  became  Shoshone-Paiute  Reservation. 

IRA  Tribal  Government 

(5)  Goshute  Reservation,  Utah/Nevada  Border.  Established  1914. 

IRA  Tribal  Government 

This  historical  data  should  provide  an  insight  of  when,  how  and 
what  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  is  made  up  of.  The  Traditional 
Lands  of  the  Western  Shoshone,  per  se  the  1863  Ruby  Valley  Treaty 
encompasses  most  of  Northeastern  Nevada. 

This  is  a historical  view  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Indians  of  Nevada. 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra.net 

"RE : FZLN  Asks  for  Signatures"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Dec  1996  19:31:39  -0800 

From:  moonlight@igc . ape . org(National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico, USA) 
Sub j : FZLN  asks  for  signatures  on  solidarity  letter 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

From:  The  International  commission  of  the  Zapatista  Front  for  National 

Liberation 


To:  Political  and  social  organizations  and  individuals  in  solidarity 

with  the  struggles  of  the  indigenous  people  in  Mexico 
Companeros : 

As  you  know,  almost  a year  ago,  on  February  16,  1996,  the  negotiations 
between  the  Mexican  government  and  the  Zapatista  Army  for  National 
Liberation  achieved  the  signing  of  the  Agreements  of  San  Andres  regarding 
Indigenous  Rights  and  Culture,  which  were  to  be  incorporated  as  reforms  of 
the  Mexican  Constitution,  as  federal  laws,  and  regulations  within  diverse 
institutions.  However,  10  months  later,  the  government  has  retreated  from 
fulfilling  these  agreements,  putting  in  crisis  the  negotiation  process  and 
the  possibility  of  advancing  towards  peace. 

The  most  recent  examples  of  this  crisis  in  the  San  Andres  Dialogue  caused 
the  EZLN  to  suspend  its  participation  in  the  Dialogue  until  there  existed 
guarantees  of  a serious  commitment  on  the  part  of  the  government  to 
fulfill  the  agreements  already  signed.  This  was  a decision  that  was  made 
at  the  beginning  of  last  September. 

Since  that  date  the  mediation  commissions  in  the  negotiations,  the 
National  Commission  of  Mediation  (CONAI)  and  the  Commission  for  Harmony 
and  Pacification  (COCOPA)  have  waged  an  important  effort  so  that  the 
conditions  sought  by  the  EZLN  be  fulfilled  by  the  federal  government  and 
so  that  the  dialogue  could  continue. 

For  this  reason,  the  COCOPA  has  presented  to  both  parts  an  initiative  of 
constitutional  reforms  that  take  in  the  fundamental  aspects  of  the  San 
Andres  agreements  signed  on  February  16.  This  initiative  has  already  been 
accepted  by  the  EZLN.  On  the  part  of  the  Mexican  government,  by  means  of 
Dr.  Ernesto  Zedillo  Ponce  de  Leon,  has  asked  for  15  days,  which  will  end 
December  23,  with  the  intent  of  analyzing  the  content  of  COCOPA' s legal 
initiative. 

Therefore,  we  now  live  in  a critical  moment  in  the  dialogue  and  in  the 
search  for  peace  in  Mexico;  a critical  moment  also  in  the  struggle  of  the 
Mexican  indigenous  people  for  the  conquest  of  their  full  rights. 

It  is  for  these  reasons  that  the  International  Commission  of  the  Zapatista 
Front  for  National  Liberation  appeals  again  to  the  international 
solidarity  community  for  its  support,  by  means  of  public  pronouncements 
which  demand  that  the  Mexican  government  fulfill  the  San  Andres  Agreements 
on  Indigenous  Rights  and  Culture,  by  means  of  the  approval  of  the 
constitutional  reform  initiatives  which  COCOPA  has  presented. 

Specifically  we  ask  for  your  signature  on  the  following  text  which  we  want 
to  publish  December  20  in  the  Mexican  national  press: 

WE  DEMAND  THAT  THE  MEXICAN  GOVERNMENT  FULFILL  THE  AGREEMENTS  SIGNED  WITH 
THE  EZLN  ON  FEBRUARY  16,  1996  AND  THAT  THE  INDIGENOUS  RIGHTS  BE  GUARANTEED 
IN  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Please  send  your  signature  to  any  of  the  following; 

Telephone/fax:  525-515-8525  or  525-584-3489 
Electronic  mail:  74174.1671@compuserve.com 

That's  all  for  now.  We  send  an  embrace  of  solidarity. 

Ulises  Martinez  Flores 
Paulina  Fernandez  C. 

for  the  International  Commission  of  the  Zapatista  Front  for  National  Liberation 

"RE : RCAP  Access  Project"  

Date:  Mon,  23  Dec  1996  08:18:58  EST 
From:  paul_antone@pch . gc . ca  (Paul  Antone) 

Sub j : Institute  of  Indigenous  Government:  RCAP  Access  Project 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Hi  all: 

The  following  press  release  was  in  mail  box  this  morning. 


Paul 


PRESS  RELEASE 

Institute  of  Indigenous  Government  to  Make 
Royal  Commission  Report  Internet  Accessible 

18  December  1996 

(VANCOUVER)  Grand  Chief,  Bernard  Charles,  President  of  the  Institute  of 
Indigenous  Government,  announced  today  that  the  Institute  will  make  the 
full  English  and  French  texts  of  the  Final  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Aboriginal  Peoples  accessible  on  the  Internet  as  of  Wednesday,  December 
18th.  The  IIG  Web  Site  [http://www.indigenous.bc.ca/]  will  provide  a down- 
loadable interface  for  persons  with  Internet  access.  It  is  Canada's  only 
on-line  point-of -access  to  the  Royal  Commission's  Final  Report.  There 
will  be  no  user  cost  associated  with  this  form  of  access. 

President  Charles  described  the  project  as  a "major  shift  in  the  relation- 
ship between  Indigenous  populations  and  information  that  relates  to  their 
historical  and  future  development  as  nations.  The  Web  Site  is  a community 
tool  that  will  broaden  participation  in  the  work  that  the  Royal  Commission 
has  begun.  In  this  sense,  we  are  responding  to  widespread  demand  for  access 
to  the  Final  Report.  As  an  educational  institution  we  are  also  very  aware 
of  how  this  intellectual  property  can  contribute  to  the  ways  and  means 
that  Indigenous  peoples  participate  in  the  learning  process.  The  Web  Site 
is  a way  for  communities  to  interact  with  an  otherwise  static  document." 

The  Web  Site  anticipates  what  the  Royal  Commission  calls  an  Indigenous 
electronic  clearinghouse,  a highly  decentralized  network  to  'promote  the 
exchange  of  information  among  agencies  and  communities  doing  similar  kinds 
of  work. ' For  the  time  being,  the  Web  Site  will  make  basic  electronic  RCAP 
access  a reality.  Over  the  next  few  months  features  will  be  added  to 
increase  its  utility.  In  September,  IIG  will  launch  a searchable  RCAP 
index  that  includes  the  Final  Report  and  the  background  reports.  The 
longer  term  objective  is  to  use  this  base  of  data  as  a way  to  engage 
students  and  educators  in  Canada  and  around  the  world  in  the  development 
and  design  of  Indigenous  learning  resources. 

The  Institute  of  Indigenous  Government  is  Canada's  first  independent 
degree-granting  First  Nation  public  institution.  The  Institute's  mission 
is  to  provide  an  accredited  specialized  program  of  post-secondary 
education,  skills-training,  and  research  opportunities  dedicated  to 
empowering  Indigenous  Peoples  to  exercise  their  right  to  self- 
determination  in  their  territories  in  ways  which  fully  reflect  indigenous 
philosophy,  values  and  experience  throughout  the  world.  IIG  campuses  are 
located  in  Vancouver,  Lillooet,  and  Saanich. 

For  more  information  contact:  Lisa  Sullivan  at  604  602  9555  or  e-mail 
iig@cyberstore . ca 


